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PUBLIC  L.ANDS. 


l9t  Congress.]  No.  1.  [Jst  Sfissioy. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  BOUNTY   LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   JULY    31,    1789. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  examine  into  the  measures  taken  by  Congress  and  the 
State  of  Virginia,  respecting  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State,  on  conti- 
nental and  State  establishments,  in  the  cession  made  by  the  said  State  to  the  United  States  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  by  their  act  of  the  2d  of  January,  1781,  resolved  that  they  would  yield  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  States,  all  right,  title,  and  claim,  which  the  said  Common- 
wealtli  had  to  the  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  upon  condition  (among  others  in  the  said  act  expressed)  that,  in  case 
the  quantity  of  good  lands  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  the  waters  of  Cumberland  river,  and  between  the 
Green  river  and  Tennessee  river,  which  have  been  reserved  by  law  for  the  Virginia  troops  upon  continental  esta- 
blishment, should,  from  the  North  Carolina  line,  bearing  in  further  upon  the  Cumberland  lands  than  was  expected, 
prove  insufficient  for  the  legal  bounties,  the  deficiences  should  be  made  up  to  the  troops  in  good  lands,  to  be  laid  oft" 
between  the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  such  proportions  as  have 
been  engaged  to  them  by  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

That  Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  13th  of  September,  1783,  agreed  to  accept  the  said  cession,  on  the  condition 
above  mentioned. 

That  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  by  their  act  of  the  20th  of  October,  1783,  authorized  their  delegates  in  Con- 
gress to  convey,  transfer,  and  assign  to  the  United  States,  the  right,  title,  and  claim,  of  the  said  State,  to  the  lands 
within  her  charter,  and  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  terms  agreed  to  by  Congress,  including  the  above  men- 
tioned condition,  which  conveyance  the  said  delegates  accordingly  made. 

That,  on  the  17th  of  July,  1788,  Congress  resolved  that  the  State  of  Virginia  be  informed  that  Congress  consider 
all  locations  and  surveys  which  shall  be  made  by,  or  on  account  of,  the  said  troops,  on  the  said  lands  between  the 
Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  before  the  said  deficiency,  if  any,  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  shall  be  ascertained 
and  stated  to  Congress,  invalid,  and  that  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  inlbrm  Congress 
whether  there  has  been  any  deficiency  of  good  lands,  reserved  by  the  laws  of  that  State,  on  the  southeast  side  of  the 
Ohio,  for  the  Virginia  troops  upon  continental  establishment;  and  if  there  has  been  any  deficiency,  what  is  the 
amount;  and,  also,  what  checks  have  been  provided  by  the  said  State  to  prevent  the  said  troops  taking  up  more 
lands  than  are  actually  due  to  them;  in  order  that  measures  may  immediately  be  taken  for  laying  off,  for  the  benefit 
of  such  troops,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  land  between  the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  and  that  Congress 
may  be  prepared  to  dispose  of  the  remaining  land  between  those  rivers,  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  Union. 

That  the  Council  of  Virginia,  on  the  4th  of  August,  1788,  took  the  said  resolutions  into  consideration,  and 
thereupon  advised  that  the  acting  superintendent,  appointed  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
surveying  the  lands  given  by  law  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  do  state  to  that  Board  the  quantity  of  good  lands  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio;  whether  all  the 

food  lands  were  located  or  surveyed  before  they  proceeded  to  locate  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio;  how  much 
as  been  located  or  surveyed  on  the  southeast  side  for  the  Virginia  troops  on  State  establishment;  how  much  for 
the  Virginia  troops  on  the  southeast  side;  what  is  the  real  deficiency  of  good  lands  on  the  southeast  side;  what 
locations  or  surveys  have  been  made  for  the  Virginia  troops  on  continental  establishment,  on  the  northwest  side; 
and  what  quantity  on  the  southeast  side  is  allotted  to  the  continental  and  State  lines,  by  the  agreement  of  their 
respective  deputations,  on  the  I7th  of  December,  1783;  that  an  answer  be  written  to  Congress,  in  the  words  by 
the  said  advice  recommended;  and  that  copies  of  th,e  said  advice  shall  be  immediately  despatched,  by  express,  to 
the  superintendents  aforesaid,  together  with  the  copies  of  the  aboveraentioned  resolution;  and  that  a  copy  of  that 
advice  be  transmitted  to  the  delegates  of  the  State  m  Congress. 

In  compliance  of  which  advice  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  said  4th  of  August,  1788,  wrote  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress  a  letter,  of  which  an  attested  copy  is  produced.     [No.  1] 

The  Governor  also  transmitted  to  the  superintendents,  before  mentioned,  copies  of  the  said  resolution  of  Con- 
gress and  advice  of  Council,  from  whom  he  received  a  letter,  dated  17th  November,  1788,  the  original  of  which  is 
produced.    [No.  2.] 

That,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1788,  Congress  resolved  that  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Virginia  be  informed 
tliat  the  act  of  Congress  of  17th  July,  1788,  was  not  meant,  nor  is  it  to  be  interpreted,  to  infringe  any  stipulation  in 
2  p 
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the  cession  made  by  Virginia  to  the  United  States;  and  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  Congress  to  take  any  further 
measures,  at  present,  respecting  the  lands  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  but  to  allow  a  reasonable  time  for 
the  returns  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid;  and  for  all  other  measures  which  may  be  requisite  for  ascer- 
taining and  carrying  into  effect,  on  fair  and  libeial  principles,  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  said  act  of  cession. 

That  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  ou  the  30th  of  December,  1788,  resolved,  that  the  protest  of  the  Executive 
against  the  right  of  the  United  btates  to  interfere  in  the  locations  and  surveys  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  as  expressed  in  tiie  letter  of  the  said  Executive  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  of  the  4th  of  August,  1788,  ought  to  be  approved,  as  containing  the  sense  of  the  General  Assembly 
upon  the  true  construction  of  the  terms  ot  cession  of  the  Western  territory  by  this  Commonwealth  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  other  proceedings  of  the  said  Executive  upon  that  subject  ought  also  to  be  approved. 

That  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  in  a  letter  dated  6th  January,  1789,  transmitted  to  the  ilelegates  in  Congress  for 
the  State  of  Virginia,  the  letter  from  the  superintendents  before  mentioned;  also,  a  certificate  from  T.  Meriwether, 
dated  30th  December,  1788,  stating  that  certificates  for  land  warrants  had  issued  to  the  late  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  line,  on  continental  establishment,  for  two  millions  eight  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  acres,  and  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  line  and  navy,  for  one  million  one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-four  acres.     [No.  3.] 

No.  1. 

RiCHMOXD,  August  ith,  1788. 
Sir: 

Our  desire  to  comply  with  the  request  of  Congress  induces  us  to  hasten  an  answer  to  their  act  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  without  waiting  for  that  full,  official  information  which  we  shall  immediately  endeavor  to  procuret,and  shall 
transmit  as  soon  as  it  may  be  received.  We  therefore  trust  that  no  definitive  measures  may  be  pursued  by  your 
honorable  body,  with  respect  to  the  lands  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  until  that  full  official  information 
shall  arrive. 

But.  sir,  we  are  compelled  to  protest,  that  nothing  contained  in  this  communication,  made  at  the  special  instance 
of  Congress,  is  to  be  interpreted  into  an  acquiescence  of  Virginia  under  that  resolution,  which  invalidates  locations 
and  surveys  between  those  two  rivers,  or  into  an  abandonment  or  diminution  of  rights  existing  under  any  act  of  this 
Commonwealth;  we  are  compelled  thus  to  protest,  because  we  have  grounds  for  believing,  that  this  resolution  will  ex- 
cite an  alarm  highly  injurious  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  Union,  as  those  adventurers  who  will  be  affected  by  it  have  al- 
ready incurred  heavy  toil  and  expense. 

We  do  not  yet  possess  any  formal  documents,  upon  which  we  can  positively  assert  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of 
good  land  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio.  But  we  are  thoroughly  persuaded,  from  the  number  of  acres  for 
which  warrants  have  already  issued,  that  a  deficiency,  great  indeed,  does  exist.  For  ascertaining  the  fact  we  siiall 
immediately  despatch  an  express  to  the  superintendents  appointed,  under  the  authority  of  law,  to  regulate  the  surveys 
for  the  benefit  ot  the  Virginia  troops.  Congress  will,  doubtless,  allow  a  sufficient  time  for  obtaining  an  answer  froiK 
persons  at  so  great  a  distance  as  the  neighborhood  of  the  Mississippi  or  Ohio. 

The  law  to  which  we  have  now  alluded  is  entitled  "•  An  act  for  surveying  the  land  given  by  law  to  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishments,  and  for  other  purposes."  It  was  passed  at  the  same 
session  with  another  act,  under  which  the  United  States  succeed  to  the  rights  of  Virginia,  to  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  Ohio,  and  which  is  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  delegates  of  the  State  in  Congress  to  convey  to  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  all  the  right  ofthis  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  northwestward  of  the 
river  Ohio;"  and  is  prior  in  order.  Congress,  then,  have  accepted  our  cession,  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  first 
mentioned  law;  a  part  of  the  fourth  clause  in  which  runs  in  these  words:  '"  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
surveyors,  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendents,  and  the  claimants  having  a  right  to  survey  from  the  priority  of 
t'heir  numbers,  shall  proceed,  in  the  first  place,  to  survey  all  the  good  lands,  to  be  adjudged  of  by  the  superinten- 
dents in  that  tract  of  country  lying  on  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers,  as  set  apart  by  law  for  the  said  officers 
and  soldiers;  and  then  proceed,  in  the  like  manner,  to  survey  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the 
rivers  Scioto  and  the  Little  Miami,  until  the  deficiency  ot  all  military  bounties  in  lands  shall  be  fully  and  amply 
made  up." 

The  superintendents  and  principal  surveyors,  therefore,  having  adjudged  all  the  good  lands  on  the  Cumberland 
and  Tennessee  rivers  to  be  exhausted,  and  having  proceeded  to  locate  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  it  would 
seem  that  Congress  cannot  annul  their  locations  or  surveys  if  any  have  been  made  in  that  district. 

The  checks  provided  to  prevent  the  troops  taking  up  more  lands  than  are  actually  due  to  them,  will  be  found  in 
the  law,  of  which  a  copy  is  now  sent.     The  summary  of  proceedings,  according  to  that  law,  is  as  foliovi's: 

The  documents  of  the  officer  or  soldier  are  submitted  to  Colonel  Meriwether,  (an  officer  appointed  for  this, 
and  other  military  purposes)  examined,  and  reported  by  him  to  the  Govei-nor,  who  certifies  the  claim  of  the  party, 
if  entitled  to  the  bounty,  to  the  land  office,  upon  which  certificate  the  register  issues  his  warrant,  directed  to  the 
principal  surveyor  of  the  lands  set  apart  fur  military  bounties,  and  makes  a  record  of  the  warrant. 

The  party  then  carries  the  warrant  to  the  surveyor's  office,  makes  his  location,  and  leaves  the  warrant  with  the 
surveyor,  who  has  it  registered,  and  filed  away  till  the  survey  is  made,  when  he  returns  it,  with  the  survey,  to  the 
land  office,  where  it  is  again  examined  with  the  record  in  the  land  office,  and  cancelled.  The  survey  remains  six 
months  in  the  land  office,  and,  if  no  better  right  is  asserted  within  that  time,  by  caveat  is  then  carried  into  grant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

EDM.  RANDOLPH. 

The  Honorable  the  President  of  Congress. 

P.  S.  The  Honorable  Delegates  of  Virginia  will  receive,  by  this  mail,  a  printed  copy  of  the  laws  referred  to;  and 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  requesting  them  to  furnish  Congress  with  the  laws  herein  referred  to. 

No.  2. 

Richmond,  November  17,  1788. 
Sir: 

We  have  received  from  the  Executive  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  together  with  an  order  of  council  of  the 
■4th  of  August  last,  requiring  from  the  acting  superintendents  appointed  by  law  for  locating  and  surveying  the  lands 
allotted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  army  and  State  navy,  a  report  of  the  quantity  of  good  lands  on  the 
southeast  side  of  the  Ohio.  Whether  all  the  good  lands  were  located  and  surveyed,  before  they  proceeded  to 
locate  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio?  How  much  has  been  located  and  surveyed  on  the  southeast  side  for  the 
Virginia  troops  on  State  establishment?  How  much  for  the  Virginia  troops  on  continental  establishment,  on  the 
southeast  side?  What  locations  and  surveys  have  been  made  for  the  Virginia  troops  on  continental  establishment  on 
the  northwest  side?  And  what  quantity  on  the  southeast  side  is  allotted  to  the  continental  and  State  lines  by  the 
agreement  of  their  respective  deputations  on  the  17th  of  December,  1783? 

Without  an  actual  survey  of  the  whole  of  the  country  within  the  boundaries  described  by  the  laws  reserving  the 
lands  ou  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  including  that  between  the  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi,  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  the  quantity  contained  therein,  or  the  quantity  allotted  to  each  of  the  lines  by  the  agreement  above  alluded 
to;  but  from  the  best  estimate  we  could  make,  it  was  adjudged  that  the  whole  country  contained  about  six  millions 
of  acres,  and  the  dividing  line  agreed  on  left,  as  was  estimated,  about  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  acres  in 
that  pai;t  allotted  to  the  continental  line,  and  about  three  millions  five  hundred  thousand  to  the  State  line,  which,  on 
our  exploring  it,  was  found  to  be  liir  inferior  in  quality  to  what  was  expected,  from  the  description  that  had  been 
given  of  it;  fully  one  third  of  it  being  extensive  open  barrens,  which  are  large  tracts  of  land,  without  timber,  covered 
with  a  coarse  sedge,  and  not  more  than  one  tenth  tit  for  cultivation,  and  a  great  proportion  of  the  wood  land  moun- 
tainous, poor,  and  stony.    Jt  was  estimated  that  not  more  than  one  third  ol  the  whole  could  be  called  good  land. 
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From  this  calculation  the  quantity  of  good  lands  within  the  part  allotted  ta  the  continental  line  would  be  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  one  third  acres,  or  thereabouts;  from  which, 
considerably  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  acres  is  taken  by  the  grant  to  William  Henderson  and  company,  at 
the  mouth  of  Green  river,:  and  it  appears  from  the  return  made  by  the  surveyor  for  the  continental  line,  that  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  forty-tive  and  oiie  third  acres  have  been  located  on  those  lands,  some  part  oi 
which  have  been  located  on  lands  of  an  inferior  quality,  by  individuals,  on  account  of  salt  springs,  or  other  natural 
adv.antages.  And  from  our  own  observations,  while  engaged  in  the  business,  and  from  the  best  information,  we  are 
well  assured  that  the  whole  of  the  good  lands  in  that  district  are  taken:  from  the  same  estimation,  it  will  appear 
that  the  quantity  of  good  lands  within  the  allotment  to  the  State  line  would  be  one  million  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two  third  acres,  or  thereabouts,  of  which,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
deputy  surveyor  of  that  line,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-two  and  two  third 
acres  nave  been  located,  which  leaves  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres 
remaining  unlocated,  which,  from  the  amountof  warrants  issued,  wdlbe  no  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the  whole 
of  these  claims.  Moreover,  it  is  probable  there  will  be  a  great  deficiency  of  good  lands  to  the  State  line,  as  near 
three  hundred  thousand  acres  of  the  lands  between  the  Tennessee,  part  of  which  were  located  by  the  superinten- 
dents, were  covered  with  treasury  warrants,  previous  to  that  country  being  reserved  to  them  by  the  Legislature  in 
1781,  the  right  to  which  is  now  in  dispute,  depending,  as  we  aie  informed,  before  the  High  Court  of  Appe:ns;an(l  if  it 
is  decided  in  favor  of  the  treasury  claimants,  the  deficiency  will,  by  sn  much,  appear  wanting  to  the  military  claimants. 
We  cannot  undertake  to  determine  what  the  deficiency  to  the  continental  line  may  be,  because  we  have  not  been 
informed  of  the  amount  of  the  w-arrants  issued  from  the  register's  office;  therefore  we  can  only  say  what  is  deficient 
on  the  warrants  already  lodged  in  the  surveyor's  office.  It  appears  by  the  report  from  the  surveyor  of  the  continen  ■ 
tal  line,  that  the  amount  of  the  warrants  filed  in  his  office  is  two  millions  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand 
and  seventy-nine  and  one  third  acres,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  and  forty-five  and  one  third  acres  of 
which  are  located  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  which  leaves  a  deficiency  of  two  millions  forty-five  thousand  and 
thirty-four  acres;  and  we  are  well  assured,  that  warrants,  to  a  considerable  amount,  have  issued  from  the  register's 
office,  which  have  not  been  lodged  in  the  .surveyor's  office.  Our  locations  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio  com- 
menced on  or  about  the  1st  of  August,  1784,  from  which  time  the  office  was  kept  open,  and  the  business  continued 
until  all  the  good  lands  in  that  countiy,  within  the  continental  boundary,  which  could  be  found,  were  located  and 
entered  on,  to  the  amount  before  stated;  and  finding  that  there  would  be  no  more  within  the  Slate  boundary  than 
sufficient  to  satisfy  their  claims,  and  a  great  probability  of  a  deficiency,  the  locations  on  the  northwest  side  com- 
menced by  the  directions  of  the  superintendents  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1787;  and  it  appears  by  the  report  from 
the  surveyor  that  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  three  hundred  and  eight-five  and  one  third 
acres  have  since  been  located  in  that  country:  and  we  beg  leave  to  observe  that  it  is  our  opinion,  from  the  extent  ot 
the  area  of  the  reserved  lands  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  that  there  will  be  found  a  deficiency  of  good 
lands  there,  to  satisfy  the  claims  now  to  be  located. 

We  cannot  close  this  address  without  observing  that,  in  transacting  the  whole  of  this  business,  we  have  endea- 
vored to  do  the  strictest  justice  to  the  public,  as  well  as  the  individuals  for  whom  we  were  trustees;  and  notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  and  dangers  which  we  have  unavoidably  encountered,  we  hope  it  will  be  found  that  we 
have  discharged  the  trust  with  fidelity;  and  if  it  should  be  found  that  we  have  fallen  short,  it  will  be  attributed  to 
the  difficulties  attendant  on  a  business  which  we  were  obliged  to  pursue  in  a  country  far  distant  from  any  inhabit- 
ants, which  none  can  rightly  judge  of,  but   those  who  have  experienced  them. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

M.  CARRINGTON, 
A.  PARKER, 
R.  ARCHER. 

Superintendents  for  the  Continental  Line. 
The  Honorable  Beverley  Randolph,  Esq.  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Virginia. 

No.  3. 

Certificates  for  land  warrants  have  issued  to  the  late  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  continental  esta- 
blishment, for       -  '      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -         2,860,000  acres 

And  to  the  late  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  line  and  navy,  for         -  ..  .  1,107,774  acres 

Total,  -  -  -        3,967,774  acres. 

T.  MERIWETHER. 

Council  Chamber,  December  30,  1788. 
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communicated   to   the    house   of    representatives,   JULY   31,  1789. 

Mr.  Huntington,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  petition  of  Nathaniel  Gorham,  of  the  State  oi 
Massachusetts,  stating  that  he  and  Oliver  Phelps  are  interested,  by  purchase  from  said  State,  in  certain  lands, 
which  will  be  materially  affected  by  the  line  directed  to  be  run  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  praying  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  therein  as  shall  be  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  rights 
of  himself  and  the  said  Phelps,  made  the  following  report: 

That,  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1781,  James  Duane,  William  Floyd,  and  Alexander  McDougal,  Esquires,  by  vir- 
tue of  powers  given  them  by  the  State  of  New  York,  made  and  executed  to  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, a  deed  ofcession,  by  which  they  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  right  and  claim  of  the  said  State  of  New  York 
to  a  large  territory  in  the  western  country,  restricting  the  western  boundary  of  the  said  State,  with  respect  of  juris- 
diction, as  well  as  the  right  of  pre-emption  by  the  lines,  and  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  By  a  line  from 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  along  the  north  bounds  thereof  to  its  northwest  corner,  continued 
due  west  until  it  be  intersected  by  a  meridian  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  through 
the  most  westerly  bent  or  inclination  of  Lake  Ontario;  thence,  by  the  said  meridian  line  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
north  latitude;  and  thence,  by  the  said  forty-fifth  degree  of  nortti  latitude. 

But  if,  on  experiment,  the  above  meridian  line  shall  not  comprehend  twenty  miles  due  west  from  the  most  west- 
erly bent  or  inclination  of  the  river  or  strait  of  Niagara,  then,  by  the  said  deed  of  cession,  the  western  boundary  oi 
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the  said  State  of  New  York  is  limited  in'manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  by  a  line  from  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  along  the  north  bounds  thereof,  to  its  northwest  corner,  continued,  until  it  shall  be  intersected 
by  a  meridian  line,  to  be  drawn  from  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  through  a  point  twenty  miles  due  west 
from  the  most  westerly  bent  or  inclination  of  the  river  or  strait  of  Niagara;  thence,  by  the  said  meridian  line,  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude;  which  said  deed  of  cession  was  accepted  by  Congress  on  the  29th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1782. 

That,  at  the  time  of  accepting  the  said  deed  of  cession  by  Congress,  the  northwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  not  known,  but  was  supposed  to  be  east  of  the  meridian  lines  above  mentioned,  and  has  since  been 
found  to  be  within  the  waters  of  Lake  Krie,  and  is  now  supposed  to  be  some  miles  west  of  both  the  above  mentioned 
meridian  lines. 

That,  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1785,  Congress  accepted  of  a  cession  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
of  the  same  western  territory  ceded  by  the  State  of  New  York,  restricted  and  bounded  by  the  same  meridian  lines 
described  in  the  cession  of  the  last  mentioned  State,  with  this  difference  only:  that  the  said  cession  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  has  no  reference  to  any  boundary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  but  describes  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  territory  ceded  to  be  a  meridian  line  to  be  drawn  through  the  most  westerly  part  of  Lake  Ontario,  in  case 
such  meridian  line  shall  comprehend  twenty  miles  due  west  from  the  most  westerly  bent  or  inclination  of  the  river 
or  strait  of  Niagara,  and  thence,  by  the  said  meridian  line,  to  the  most  southerly  side  line  contained  in  the  charter 
of  Massachusetts. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  New  York  is  limited  by  one 
of  the  aforesaid  meridian  lines,  to  be  found  by  experiment,  as  is  by  the  said  deeds  of  cession  expressed. 

That  the  memorialist  proposes,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  partner,  to  agree,  so  far  as  concerns  the  property  of  the 
land  in  question,  to  submit  the  principles  of  the  said  cessions,  and  the  ascertaining  of  the  said  meridian  lines,  to 
commissioners,  whose  determination,  on  the  hearing  of  all  parties,  shall  be  conclusive. 

That  the  said  meridian  line,  when  ascertained,  will  be  the  line  of  property  between  the  United  States  and  the 
lands  of  the  said  memorialist  and  partner,  and  will  also  be  the  line  of  jurisdiction  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  New  York. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  and  requested  to  take  proper  measures  for  as- 
certaining the  eastern  boundary  of  the  aforementioned  cessions  from  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts, 
in  conformity  to  the  descriptions  therein  contained. 
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PLAN  FOR  DISPOSING  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO   THE   HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  JULY  22,  1790. 

Treasury  Department,  July  20,  1790. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  20th  of  January  last,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 

respectfully  reports: 

That,  in  the  formation  of  a  plan  for  the  disposition  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  United  States,  there  appear  to  be 
two  leading  objects  of  consideration:  one,  the  facility  of  advantageous  sales,  according  to  the  probable  course  of  pur- 
chases; the  other  the  accommodation  of  individuals  now  inhabiting  the  Western  country,  or  who  may  hereafter 
emigrate  thither.  The  former,  as  an  operation  of  finance,  claims  primary  attention;  the  latter  is  important,  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  country,  it  is  desirable,  and  does  not  appear  impracticable, 
to  conciliate  both.  Purchasers  may  be  contemplated  in  three  classes:  moneyed  individuals  and  companies,  who  will 
buy  to  sell  again;  associations  of  persons,  who  intend  to  make  settlements  themselves;^  single  persons,  or  families 
now  resident  in  the  Western  country,  or  who  may  emigrate  thither  hereafter.  The  two  first  will  be  frequently  blend- 
ed, and  will  always  want  considerable  tracts.  The  last  will  generally  purchase  small  quantities.  Hence,  a  plan  for 
the  sale  of  the  Western  lands,  while  it  may  have  due  regard  to  the  last,  should  be  calculated  to  obtain  all  the  advan- 
tages which  may  be  derived  from  the  two  first  classes.  For  this  reason,  it  seems  requisite  that  the  General  Land 
Office  should  be  established  at  the  seat  of  Government.  It  is  there  that  the  principal  purchasers,  whether  citizens 
or  foreigners,  can  most  easily  find  proper  agents,  and  that  contracts  for  large  purchases  can  be  best  adjusted. 

But  the  accommodation  of  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  Western  Territory,  and  of  unassociated  persons  and 
families  who  may  emigrate  thither,  seems  to  require  that  one  office,  subordinate  to  that  at  the  seat  of  Congress, 
should  be  opened  in  the  Northwestern,  and  another  in  the  Southwestern  Government. 

Each  of  these  officers,  as  well  the  general  one  as  the  subordinate  ones,  it  is  conceived,  may  be  placed  with 
convenience  under  the  superintendence  of  three  commissioners,  who  may  either  be  pre-established  officers  of  the 
Government,  to  whom  the  duty  may  be  assigned  by  law,  or  persons  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose.  The  former 
is  recommended  by  considerations  of  economy,  and,  it  is  probable,  would  embrace  every  advantage  which  could  be 
derived  from  a  special  appointment.  To  obviate  those  inconveniences,  and  to  facilitate  and  ensure  the  attainment 
of  those  advantages  which  may  arise  from  new  and  casual  circumstances  springing  up  from  foreign  and  domestic 
causes,  appear  to  be  an  object  for  which  adequate  provision  should  be  made,  in  any  plan  that  may  be  adopted.  For 
this  reason,  and  from  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  regulating  the  details  of  a  specific  provision  for  the  various  objects 
which  require  to  be  consulted,  so  as  neither  to  do  too  much  nor  too  little  for  either,  it  is  respectfully  submitted, 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  vest  a  considerable  latitude  of  discretion  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  subject  to  some  such  regulations  and  limitations  as  follows,  viz: 

That  no  land  shall  be  sold,  except  such  in  respect  to  which  the  titles  of  the  Indian  tribes  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously extinguished.  .       -.  , 

That  a  sufficient  tract  or  tracts  shall  be  reserved  and  set  apart  for  satisfying  the  subscribers  to  the  proposed  loan 
in  the  public  debt,  but  that  no  location  shall  be  for  less  than  five  hundred  acres. 

That  convenient  tracts  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  locations  by  actual  settlers,  in 
quantities  not  exceeding,  to  one  person,  one  hundred  acres. 

That  other  tracts  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  set  apart  for  sales  in  townships  of  ten  miles  square,  except  where 
they  shall  adjoin  upon  a  boundary  of  some  prior  grant,  or  of  a  tract  so  set  apart,  in  which  cases  there  shall  be  no 
greater  departure  Irom  such  form  of  location  than  may  be  absolutely  necessary. 

That  any  quantities  may,  nevertheless,  be  sold  by  special  contract,  comprehended  either  within  natural  boun- 
daries or  lines,  or  both. 
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That  the  price  shall  be  thirty  cents  per  acre,  to  be  paid  either  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  public  securities,  comput- 
ing those  which  shall  bear  an  immediate  interest  of  six  per  cent,  as  at  par  with  gold  and  silver;  and  those  which  bear 
a  future  or  less  interest,  if  any,  they  shall  be  at  a  proportional  value.  That  certificates  issued  for  land  upon  the 
proposed  loan  shall  operate  as  warrants  within  the  tract  or  tracts  which  shall  be  specially  set  apart  for  satisfying  the 
subscribers  thereto,  and  shall  alsobe  receivable  in  ail  payments  whatsoever  for  lands  by  way  ofdiscount,  acre  for  acre. 

That  no  credit  shall  be  given  for  any  quantity  less  than  a  township  of  ten  miles  square,  nor  more  than  two  years' 
credit  for  any  greater  quantity. 

That  in  every  instance  of  credit,  at  least  one  quarter  part  of  the  consideration  shall  be  paid  down,  and  security, 
other  than  the  land  itself,  shall  be  required  for  the  residue.  And  that  no  title  shall  be  given  for  any  tract  or  part 
of  a  purchase,  beyond  the  quantity  for  which  the  consideration  shall  be  actually  paid. 

That  the  residue  of  the  tract  or  tracts  set  apart  for  the  subscribers  to  the  proposed  loan,  which  shall  not  have 
been  located  within  two  years  after  the  same  shall  have  been  set  apart,  may  then  be  sold  on  the  same  terms  as  any 
other  land. 

That  the  Commissioners  of  each  subordinate  office  shall  have  the  management  of  all  sales,  and  the  issuing  of 
warrants  for  all  locations  in  the  tracts  to  be  set  apart  for  the  accommodation  of  individual  settlers,  subject  to  the  su- 
perintendency  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  General  Land  Office,  who  may  also  cominit  to  them  the  management  of 
any  other  sales  or  locations,  which  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  place  under  their  direction.  That  there  shall  be  a 
Surveyor  General,  who  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  Deputy  Surveyor  General  in  each  of  the  Western  Govern- 
ments, and  a  competent  number  of  deputy  surveyors  to  execute,  in  person,  all  warrants  to  them  directed  by  the  Sur- 
veyor General  or  the  Deputy  Surveyors  General,  within  certain  districts  to  be  assigned  to  them  respectively.  That 
'the  Surveyor  General  shall  also  have  in  charge  all  the  duties  committed  to  the  Geographer  General,  by  the  several 
resolutions  and  ordinances  of  Congress.  That  ail  warrants  issued  at  the  General  Land  Office  shall  be  signed  by 
the  Commissioners,  or  such  one  of  them  as  they  may  nominate  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  directed  to  the  Surveyor 
General.  That  all  warrants,  issued  at  a  subordinate  office,  shall  be  signed  by  the  Commissioners  of  such  office,  or 
by  such  one  of  them  as  they  may  nominate  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  directed  to  the  Deputy  Surveyor  General 
within  the  Government.  That  the  priority  of  locations  upon  warrants  shall  be  determined  by  the  times  of  applica- 
tions to  the  Deputy  Surveyors;  and,  in  case  of  two  applications  for  the  same  land  at  one  time,  the  priority  may  be 
determined  by  lot.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall  be  the  receiver  of  all  payments  for  sales  made  at 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  may  also  receive  deposites  of  money  or  securities  for  purchases  intended  to  be  made 
at  the  subordinate  offices,  his  receipts  or  certificates  for  which  shall  be  received  in  payment  at  those  offices.  That 
the  Secretary  of  each  of  the  Western  Governments  shall  be  the  receiver  of  all  payments  arising  from  sales 
at  the  office  of  such  Government.  That  controversies  concerning  rights  to  patents  or  grants  of  land,  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Commissioners  of  that  office  under  whose  immediate  direction  or  jurisdiction  the  locations,  in  respect 
to  which  they  may  arise,  shall  have  been  made.  That  the  completion  of  all  contracts  and  sales,  heretofore  made, 
shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  General  Land  Office.  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office,  Surveyor  General,  Deputy  Surveyors  General,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  in  each 
of  the  Western  Governments,  shall  not  purchase,  nor  shall  others  purchase  for  them  in  trust,  any  public  lands.  That 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Western  Governments  shall  give  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  as  receivers 
of  the  Land  Office.  That  all  patents  shall  be  signed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, or  officer  of  Government  acting  as  President,  and  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office,  either  of  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral, or  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  That  all  officers,  acting  under  the  laws  es- 
tablishing the  Land  Office,  shall  make  oath  faithfully  to  discharge  their  respective  duties,  previously  to  their 
entering  upon  the  execution  thereof.  That  all  surveys  of  land  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  the  purchasers  or  gran 
tees-  That  the  fees  shall  not  exceed  certain  rates,  to  be  specified  in  the  law,  affiirding  equitable  compensations 
for  the  services  of  the  surveyors,  and  establishing  reasonable  and  customary  charges  for  patents  and  other  office  pa- 
pers for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States.  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  General  Land  Office  shall,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  from  time  to  time,  cause  all  the  rules  and  regulations,  which  they  may  establish,  to  be  published  in  one  gazette, 
at  least,  in  each  State,  and  in  each  of  the  Western  Governments  where  there  is  a  gazette,  tor  the  information  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Regulations  like  these  will  define  and  fix  the  most  essential  particulars  which  can 
regard  the  disposal  of  the  Western  lands,  and  where  they  leave  any  thing  to  discretion  will  indicate  the  general 
principles  or  policy  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  be  observed:  for  a  conformity  to  which  the  Commissioners  will, 
of  course,  be  responsible.  They  will,  at  the  same  time,  leave  room  for  accommodating  to  circumstances,  which  can- 
not, beforehand,  be  accurately  appreciated,  and  for  varying  the  course  of  proceeding,  as  experience  shall  suggest  to 
be  proper,  and  will  avoid  the  danger  of  those  obstructions  and  embarrassments  in  the  execution,  which  would  be  to 
be  apprehended  from  an  endeavor  at  greater  precision  and  more  exact  detail. 
AH  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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LAND   CLAIMANTS   IN  THE   NORTHWESTERN   TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO   CONGRESS,  DECEMBER  23,  1790. 

United  States,  December  -23(1,  1790. 
Gentlemen  qftlie  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives: 

It  appearing  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Government  northwest  of  the  Ohio  that  there  are  certain  cases 
respecting  giants  of  land,  within  that  territory,  which  require  the  interference  of  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States, 
I  have  directed  a  copy  of  said  report,  and  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  to  be  laid  before  you,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  same  subject. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 


.  ViNCENNEs,  County  of  Knox,  July  31,  1790. 

Sir: 

The  absence  of  the  Governor  having  made  it  my  duty  to  carry  into  effect,  as  far  as  possible,  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  29th  of  August,  1788,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Vincennes,  I  beg  leave  to  report  not  only 
my  proceedings  under  that  resolution,  but  some  circumstances  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  at  this  time  to  be  com- 
municated, as  very  materially  concerning  the  interests  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  individual  settlers. 

The  claims  and  pretensions  of  the  people  have  very  generally  been  exhibited;  but,  notwithstanding  they  were  early 
advertised  upon  this  business,  by  proclamation  of  Governor  St.  Clair,  given  at  Kaskaskias,  in  March  last,  and  have 
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since  been  repeatedly  called  upon  by  me,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  there  aie  a  few  instances  of  inattention  and  neglect, 
which  I  have  provided  for  by  publication  No.  S.  .1  copy  of  vi'hich  is  hereunto  annexed. 

For  all  the  possessions  which  appear  to  have  been  mad«  by  French  or  British  concessions,  I  have  issued  warrant'^ 
of  survey,  as  by  the  last  page  of  Nos.  2,  3,  4-,  5,  6,  and  7,  of  the  land  records  for  the  county  of  Knox,  copies  of  all 
which  accompany  this  report. 

1  have  also  directed  that  the  four  hundred  acre  lots  to  be  given  to  every  head  of  a  family,  should  be  laid  off  fur 
the  persons  named  in  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  allotted,  excepting  those  that  might  fall  to  the  absentees  mentioned  in  the 
pages  b  and  c  of  No.  S,  which  are  to  be  retained,  as  there  set  forth,  until  the  pleasure  of  Government  is  known. 

1  beg  leave,  sir,  to  observe  that  there  are  a  few  instances  where  the  ancient  inhabitants  (by  removing  from  Vin- 
ceniips  to  the  Illinois  country,  or  from  that  country  to  this  place)  cannot  be  included  under  the  description  of  persons 
entitled  to  donation  lands,  and  they  humbly  solicit  that  Congress  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  consider  their  situ- 
ation, and  permit  them  to  participate  in  the  general  bounty. 

I  think  it  necessary  here  to  reinark,"sir,  iTiat,  although  the  lands  and  lots  which  h^ve  been  ordered  to  be  surveyed, 
appear,  from  very  good  oral  testimony,  to  belong  to  those  persons  under  whose  names  they  are  respectively  entered, 
either  by  original  grants  to  them  made,  purchase,  or  inheritance,  yet  there  is  scarcely  one  case  in  twenty  where  the 
title  is  complete,  owing  to  the  desultory  manner  in  which  public  business  has  been  transacted,  and  some  other  un- 
fortunate causes.  , 

The  original  concessions  by  the  French  and  British  commandants  were  generally  made  upon  a  small  scrap  of 
paper,  which  it  has  been  customary  to  lodge  in  the  notary's  office,  who  has  seldom  kept  any  book  of  record,  but  com- 
mitted the  most  important  land  concerns  to  loose  sheets,  which,  in  process  of  time,  have  come  into  the  possession 
of  persons  that  have  fraudulently  destroyed  them,  or,  unacquainted  with  their  consequence,  innocently  lost  or  trifled  ' 
them  away:  for,  by  the  French  usage,  they  are  considered  as  family  inheritance,  and  often  descend  to  women  and 
children.  In  one  inslance,  and  during  the  government  of  IMr.  ,St.  Ange  here,  a  royal  notary  ran  off  with  all  the 
public  papers  in  his  possession,  as  by  a  certificate  produced  to  me;  and  I  am  very  sorry  further  to  observe  that,  in 
the  office  ot  Mr.  Le  Grand,  which  continued  from  the  year  1777  to  1788,  and  where  should  have  been  the  voucher* 
for  important  land  transactions,  the  records  have  been  so  falsified,  and  there  is  such  gross  fraud  and  forgery,  as  to 
invalidate  all  evidence  and  information  which  I  might  otherwise  have  acquired  from  his  papers. 

In  addition,  sir,  to  the  ancient. possessions  of  the  people  of  Vincennes,  under  French  and  British  concessions 
here,  is  abcmt  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  constituting  a  part  of  the  village,  and  extending  a  mile  up  the 
Wabash  livei-,  in  front  of  their  improved  claims,  which  was  granted  by  Mr.  St.  Ange  to  some  of  the  Piankeshaw 
Indians,  allotted  into  small  divisions  for  their  wigwams,  and  by  them  occupied  and  improved,  until  the  year  1786. 
when  the  last  of  them  moved  off,  selling,  individually,  as  they  took  themselves  away,  their  several  parts  and  propor- 
tions. The  inhabitants  now  hold  this  land,  parcelled  out  amongst  them  in  small  lots,  some  of  which  are  highly  im- 
proved, and  have  been  built  upon  before  and  since  1783.  But  imagining  that  a  confirmation  of  any  Indian  purchase 
whatever  might  virtually  involve  some  future  questions  of  magnitude  in  this  territory,  I  have  postponed  all  order 
upon  the  subject  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  can  be  known;  in  the  mean  time  giving  to  the  claimants  my  private 
opinion  that  they  would  be  permitted  to  retain  them,  either  by  free  gift  or  i'or  some  small  consideration. 

A  court  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  established  at  this  place  by  J.  Todd,  Esq.  under  the  authority  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  June,  1779,  and  who  eked  out  their  existence  to  the  summer  of  X787,  have,  during  that  long  period,  con- 
tinued to  make  large  grants  of  lands,  even  by  their  own  acknowledgments,  and  without  Inore  authority  for  so  doing 
than  is  set  forth  in  No.  9.  Many  of  the  concessions  which  have  been  exhibited  to  me,  in  their  name,  they  deny  to 
have  had  any  knowledge  of;  and.  indeed,  there  are  some  reasons  to  conclude  they  may  have  been  forged  in  the 
office  of  Mr.  Le  Grand,  beforementioned,  who  was  a  servant  of  the  court,  and  in  whose  hand  writing  the  deeds  have 
all  been  made  out. 

I  cannot  find,  from  any  information  I  have  been  able  to  acquire,  that  Mr.  Todd  ever  delegated  any  power  ol 
granting  land  in  this  country,  or,  in  fact,  that  he  was  endowed  with  it  himself.  On  the  contrary,  I  find  by  the  acts 
of  Virginia  of  1779,  that  the  lands  northviJest  of  the  river  Ohio  were  expressly  excepted  from  location,  and  that  it  was 
declared  no  person  should  be  allowed  pre-emption,  or  any  benefit  whatever,  from  settling  this  side  the  said  river; 
and  the  Governor  was  desired  to  issue  his  proclamation  requiring  all  persons  to  remove  themselves,  and,  in  case  of 
disobedience,  toinake  use  of  an  armed  force.  This  is  not  to  extend  to  French  and  other  old  inhabitants  actually 
settled  on  or  before  that  time  in  the  villages  of  Post  Vincennes  and  upon  the  Mississippi.  It  appears,  however,  by  a 
proclamation  of  Mr.  Todd's,  No.  10,  given  at  Kaskaskias,  the  15th  day  of  June,  1779,  that  a  kind  of  authority  was 
meant  to  be  implied  somewhere  in  the  country,  to  grant  lands,  not  only  upon  the  river  bottoms  and  prairies  under  the 
French  restrictions,  birt  in  large  quantities,  and  with  more  latitude  at  a  distance  therefrom;  and  twenty-six  thousand 
acres  have  been  granted  away  from  that  time  to  1783,  inclusive;  and  to  theyear  1787,  (when  General  Harmar  checked 
the  abuse)  twenty-two  thousand  more,  though  generally  in  parcels  of  four  hundred  acres,  though  some  are  much 
smaller,  and  do  not  exceed  the  size  oi'  house  lots.  The  court  has  also  granted  to  individuals,  in  some  instances,  tracts 
of  many  leagues  square;  but  a  sense  of  the  impropriety  of  such  measures  has  prevented  the  bringing  forward  those 
claims.  Notwithstanding  that  some  of  the  four  hundred  acres  and  small  lots,  on  or  before  1783.  yet  the  authority 
whence  they  were  derived  has  been  such  that  I  could  not  consider  them  as  "  rightful  claims."  They  are,  however, 
sir,  in  a  few  instances,  under  considerable  cultivation  and  improvement,  and  some  of  the  plantations  and  many  ot 
the  small  lots  which  have  been  granted  by  the  court  since  that  time,  are  now  cultivated  in  tillage,  and  have  been 
possessed  by  the  present  claimants,  at  mucli  expense;  but  by  far  the  greatest  number  of  them  were  obtained  at  the 
cost  of  office  fees  only,  and  remain  to  this  hour  in  a  state  of  nature,  or  with  no  other  alteration  than  has  been  neces- 
sary to  convert  them  into  sugar  camps. 

Upon  the  subject  of  those  lands,  sir,  a  petition  has  been  presented  to  me  by,  and  in  behalf  of,  eighty  Americans, 
setting  forth  that  they  were  induced  to  come  into  this  country  by  the  court  of  Post  Vincennes,  with  every  assurance 
of  their  authority  to  make  grants.  That,  in  good  faith  of  this,  they  have  formed  their  establishments  at  consider- 
able expense,  and  must  be  involved  in  ruin,  unless  the  generosity  of  Congress  shall  permit  their  holding  them. 

The  French  inhabitants  have  also  petitioned  me  upon  the  subject  of  court  grants;  some  of  which  are  now  under 
cultivation,  at  no  small  expense  and  labor. 

I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  lay  the  situation  of  those  people  before  Government,  most  respectfully  representing  that 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  a  number  of  industrious  and  good  citizens  in  this  territory  must  depend  very  much 
upon  their  order. 

A  petition  has  also  been  presented  by  the  inhabitants  of  \'incennes,  praying  a  confirmation  of  their  commons, 
compiehending  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  good,  and  three  thousand  acres  of  sunken  lands.  They 
have  been,  it  appear^,  thirty  years  under  a  fence,  which  is  intended  to  confine  their  cattle  within  its  boundaries, 
and  keep  them  out  of  their  wheat  fields:  for,  contrary  to  the  usage  of  farmers  generally,  the  cattle  are  enclosed,  and 
the  cultivated  lands  are  left  at  large,  except  those  parts  which  immediately  approach  the  commons.  But  this  fence, 
and  quiet  possession  under  the  French  and  British  Governments,  they  seem  to  imagine  entitles  them  to  a  good  pre- 
scriptive right.  It  has  been  the  usage  of  the  commandants  to  make  all  their  grants  in  writing;  and,  as  this  has  not 
been  produced,  or  any  evidence  of  it,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  refer  the  matter  to  Congress,  as  I  am  not  authorized  to 
decide  upon  it. 

One  other  petition,  sir,  I  ara  constrained  to  introduce.  It  has  been  signed  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  Cana- 
dian, French,  and  American  inhabitants,  all  enrolled  in  the  militia,  setting  forth  that  many  of  them  were  heads  oi 
families  soon  after  the  year  1783.  That,  from  their  situation,  they  are  liable  to,  and  willing  to  perform,  an  extraordi 
nary  proportion  of  military  duty,  and  soliciting  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  make  them  a  donation  of  lands. 
In  justice  to  the  petitioners,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  observe,  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regular 
troops  here  has  been  obliged  in  some  instances  to  demand  their  services  for  convoys  of  provisions  up  the  Wabash 
river;  and,  from  the  weakness  of  the  garrison,  and  the  present  difficulties  of  communication  with  other  posts  and 
the  Ohio,  that  he  may  have  frequent  occasion  for  their  aid,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  yielded  at  all  times  with 
the  greatest  cheerfulness. 
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Before  I  close  this  letter,  sir,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  representing  to  Congress,  by  desire  of  the  citixetis  of 
this  country,  and  as  a  matter  which  I  humbly  conceive  they  should  be  infoi  mod  of,  that  there  are,  not  only  ;it  this 
place,  but  in  the  several  villages  upon  the  Mississippi,  considerable  clairtis  for  supplies  furnished  the  troops  of  Vir- 
ginia before  and  since  1783,  which  no  person  yet  has  been  authorized  to  attend  to,  and  which  is  very  injurious  to 
the  interest  and  feelings  of  men  who  seem  to  have  been  exposed  to  a  variety  of  distresses  and  impositions  by  charac- 
ters pretending  to  have  acted  under  the  orders  of  that  Government. 

The  people  of  Vincennes  have  requested  me  to  make  known  their  sentiments  of  tidelity  and  attachment  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  and  the  satisfaction  they  feel  in  being  received  into  their  protection,  which  I  beg 
leave  to  communicate  in  their  own  words,  by  the  copy  of  an  address  presented  me  on  the  33d  instant. 

If,  in  this  long  letter  of  report  and  representation,  I  may  appear  to  have  tediously  dwelt  upon  the  claims  and 
pretensions  of  the  people  of  this  country,  I  request,  sir,  that  it  may  be  attributed  to  that  desire  which  I  feel  at  all 
times  faithfully  to  execute  the  attentions  necessary  to  individual  interests,  and  the  great  duty  I  owe  to  Government. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect  to  yourExcellencjj  and  Congress,  I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent humble  servant, 

WINTHROP  SARGENT. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


No.  1. 


Town  at  Post  Vincennes,  July  13,  1790. 


From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  acquire,  confirmed  by  tlie  testimony  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Common  Pleas,  as  well  as  Judge  of  Probate,  given  me  in  the  presence 
ot",yourself.  Major  Hamtramck,  and  Major  Vigo,  I  believe  the  following  to  be  an  accurate  list  of  the  heads  of  fami- 
lies settled  at  Post  Vincennes,  on  and  before  the  year  1783,  and  residents  here  at  this  time:  consequently  they  are 
entitled  to  the  donation  lands  promised  them,  by  Congress;  and  you  will  please  to  consider  this  as  your  sufficient 
warrant  for  surveying  and  allotting  them  agreeably  to  the  commission  given  you  for  that  purpose.  Patents  will 
issue  as  soon  as  your  returns  are  n^ade  into  my  office. 

WINTHROP  SARGENT. 
To  SamueL  Baird,  Esq. 


Joseph  Andrez, 

Louis  Alare, 

Francois  Brouillet, 

Vital  Boucher, 

Franjois  Baroye,  jr. 

Marie,  widow  of  Louis  Boyer, 

John  Babtisfe  Binette, 

Amable  Bo^  Ion, 

Charles  Bonneau, 

Charles  Bugand, 

Michael  Bordeleau, 

Nicholas  Bailiarjon, 

Michael  Brouillet, 

Frangois  Bosseron, 

Francois  Baroye,  sen. 

Anfoine  Bordeleau,  sen. 

Louis  Brouillet, 

Louis  Boyer,  jr. 

John  Babtiste  Cardinal, 

Frangois  Coder, 

Pierre  Carnieyer, 

Joseph  Chabot, 

Antoine  Caty, 

Frangois  Compagnot, 

Jacques  Cardinal, 

Joseph  Chartier, 

John  Charpentier, 

Louis  Coder, 

Jacob  Charbonneau, 

Pierre  Chartier,  sen. 

Moses  Carter, 

Antoine  Drouettee, 

John  Babtiste  Dubois, 

John  Babtiste  Ducheme, ' 

Charles  Dielle, 

Charles  Delisle, 

Pierre  Daigneau, 

Antoine  Darrys, 

Louis  De  Claureier, 

John  Babtiste  DeElaureier, 


Honorez  Darrys, 
Charles  Dudevoir, 
Amable  Delisle, 
Jacque  Denye, 
Joseph  Ducharme, 
Bonnaventiire  Derogier, 
Nicholaus  Ditard, 
Francois  Desause, 
Louis  Edeline, 
Joseph  Flamelin, 
John  Babtiste  Joyale, 
Paul  Gamelin. 
Charles  Guielle, 
Toussaint  Goder, 
Antoine  Gamelin, 
Pierre  Gamelin, 
Amable  Gaurguipis, 
Alexis  Asttuse  Gallionois, 
Pierre  Gilbert, 
John  Babtiste  Harpin, 
Joseph  Hunot,  sen. 
Etienne  Jacques, 
Edward  Johnston, , 
Jacques  Latrimouille, 
Francois  Lognon, 
Joseph  Lognon, 
Jacque  Lacrois, 
Pierre  Laforest, 
Antony  Lunei'ord, 
Charles  Languedoc, 
Jacque  Lamutte, 
Andrez  Languedoc, 
Renez  Langlois, 
Joseph  Levrond, 
Louis  Laderoute, 
Franjois  Languedoc, 
Louis  Lamare, 
John  Babtiste  Maugen, 
Pierre  Malette, 
Antoine  Malette, 


Andrez  Monplesir, 

Louis  Meteyer, 

Francois  Mmie, 

John  Babtiste  Milliet, 

Nicholas  Mayot, 

Francois  Mallet, 

Joseph  Mitchel, 

Antoine  Marier, 

Frederick  Mahl, 

Joseph  Malette, 

John  Babtiste  Mois, 

Michael  Neau, 

John  Babtiste  Ouilette, 

Joseph  Perodeau, 

Guillaume  Payes, 

Pierre  Perret, 

Amable  Perron, 

Pierre  Quenez,  sen. 

John  Babtiste  St.'Marie  Racine, 

Pierre  Regnez, 

Francois  Racine, 

Pierre  et  Andrez  Racine, 

Louis  Ravalet, 

Louis  Roupiault, 

Joseph  Raux, 

Joseph  St.  Marie, 

Joseph  Sabolle,  f 

John  Babtiste  St.  Aubin, 

Etienne  St.  Marie, 

Frangois  Turpin, 

Francois  Trudel, 

Joseph  Tougas, 

Frangois  Vachette, 

John  Babtiste  Vaudrye, 

John  Babtiste  Vaudrye,  jr. 

Francis  Vigo, 

Alexander  Vallez, 

Antoine  Vaudrye, 

John  Babtiste  Vilray, 

Nich.olaus  Charpaid. 


Angelic,  widow  of  Etienne  Phillibert, 
Mary  Louis,  widow  of  Nicholas  Perrot, 
Felicite,  widow  of  Frangois  Peltier, 
Louisa,  widow  of  Andre  Peltier, 
Angelic,  widow  of  Francis  Basinet, 
Marie,  widow  of  Nicolaus  Cardinal, 
Susanna,  widow  of  Pierre  Coder, 
Marian,  widow  of  Louis  Denorgon, 
Marie,  widow  of  Joressaints  Denorgon, 
Veronique,  widow  of  Gilliome  Daperon, 
Frangoise,  widow  of  Ambroise  Dagenet, 
Genevieve,  widow  of  Pierre  Gumare, 


Ann,  widow  of  Moses  Henry, 

Catarine,  widow  of  John  Babtiste  Lafontaine, 

Maudeline,  widow  of  St.  Jean  Lagarde, 

Veronic,  widow  of  Gabriel  Legrand, 

Marie  Louise,  widow  of  John  Phillip  Marie  Legrats, 

Louisa,  widow  of  Antoine  Lefevre, 

Catarine,  widow  of  Amable  Lardoise, 

Maudeline,  widow  of  Joseph  Stone, 

Genevieve,  wife  of  Joseph  Labuissiere^the  husband 

deserted, 
Renez  Godere  dit  Pannah, 
Agate,  widow  of  Amable  Dumay. 
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The  following  list  of  names  is  certainly  within  the  letter  of  the  resolution  of  Congress;  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
they  are  entitled  to  donation  lauds;  but  the  consideration  annexed  to  the  grants  in  the  Illinois  country,  leaves  some 
doubts  in  my  mind  as  to  the  propriety  of  decision  until  I  can  refer  the  matter.  You  will,  however,  lay  off  the 
necessary  number  of  lots,  to  be  for  their  use  and  benefit  if  Congress  shall  so  direct,  or  otherwise  to  revert  to  the 
United  States. 

WINTHROP  SARGENT. 

Thomas  Dalton.  He  was  amilitary  officer  here  on  and  before  the  year  1783,  head  of  afamily,  and  owner  of  lands, 
which  he  has  not  disposed  of,  but  in  the  last  year  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  is  a  tavern  keeper. 

William  Hamilton.    A  settler  and  head  of  a  family  in  1783,  but  now  resident  in  Kentucky;  he  has  lands  here. 

Joseph  Rouse.  Head  of  a  family  here  in  1783,  sold  his  property  and  removed  to  the  Illinois,  but  claims  his  dona- 
tion lands  at  this  place,  ,.  .  ,     ^„.     .  r,     ,         ,...,.,■ 

Andre  Roy.  Head  of  a  family  in  1783,  now  living  at  the  Illinois,  owner  ot  lands,  and  also  claims  his  donation 
lot  Post  Vincennes. 

Louis  Bergeron.  Head  of  a  family  in  1783,  has  sold  his  property,  and  removed  to  the  Illinois,  but  claims  the 
donation  lot  here.  , , , 

John  Babtiste  Chartier.  Head  of  a  family  in  1783,  has  sold  his  property,  and  gone  over  to  the  Spanish  settlements, 
but  claims  his  donation  land. 

Joseph  Dube.  Head  of  a  family  in  1783,  now  gone  to  the  Spanish  settlements,  has  lands  here,  and  claims  the 
donation  lot. 

Guilbaut  Charles.    A  claimant  as  Dube,  and  in  similar  situation. 

The  widow  of  Pier  Peron.  Is  gone  to  New  Orleans,  but  left  children  at  this  place;  her  husband  was  the  head  of 
a  family,  and  the  donation  land  is  claimed  for  the  children. 

N.  B.  It  is  obsei-ved  of  these  people  that  the  scarcity  of  provisions  and  their  poverty  forced  them  away,  but  that 
they  will  return. 

Louis  Ijemay.    Now  living  at  Kahokia.  , 

Andrez  Roy.    Retains  his  property  here,  but  is  absent. 

Francois  Roussiant.    Now  living  at  Kahokia. 

Ambrose  Dumais.     Has  property  here,  but  is  absent. 

Dennis  Le  Barge.    Ancient  settler,  but  absent. 

Francois  St.  Marie.    Ancient  settler,  but  absent. 

You  are  also  to  survey,lay  off,  and  bound,  the  several  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  hereafter  specified,  for,  and  at 
the  expense  of,  the  proper  claimants,  and  return  plats  thereof,  as  soon  as  may  be,  into  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Territory.  And  you  will  please  to  observe  that  the  measurements  of  all  ancient  rights  must  be  by  the  French  acre 
or  arpent,  which  has  heretofore  been  the  standard  of  land  measure  in  this  as  well  as  the  Illinois  country. 

WINTHROP  SARGENT. 
Samuel  Baird,  Esquire. 

For  Frederic  Berger.  A  lot  in  Post  Vincennes,  of  twenty -five  toises,  one  side  to  the  church  lands,  another  to  An- 
drew Montplesir,  and  two  others  to  streets. 

John  St.  Aubin.  Apieceof  land,  two  acres  in  front,  and  the  usual  depth,  one  side  to  Nicholas  Chasseau,  and  ano- 
ther side  to  Dayneaux.  A  lot  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  one  side  to  Levron.  and  the  three  others  to  streets. 
Another  lot,  fifty-one  feet  by  thirty;  one  side  to  Regis,  another  to  the  common,  and  two  sides  to  streets.  Another, 
seventy -two  feet  by  one  hundred  and  fifty;  one  side  to  Brisard,  another  to  unlocated  lands,  and  two  sides  to  streets. 
The  Widow  Denorgon.  A  piece  of  land  three  acres  in  front,  and  usual  depth;  one  side  to  Barr,  and  the  other  to 
Lappamboise. 

Michael  Neau.  A  lot  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  one  side  to  Peter  Coder  and  another  to  Louis  Mallet. 

Charles  Bortneau-  A  lot  one  hundred  and  seventy  four  by  one  hundred  and  fourteen  feet,  one  side  to  Bene  Coder, 
one  to  Charles  Bonneau,  one  to  Landeroule  and  Laneur,  and  one  to  main  street. 

Francis  Mallet.  A  piece  of  land,  two  acres  in-  front  and  usual  depth,  by  the  meadow  of  the  Big  Marsh.  A  lot 
one  hundred  anil  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  situated  above  the  fort. 

Nicholas  Chapart.  A  lot  two  hundred-  and  four  by  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet;  one  side  to  a  street  running 
to  the  vvater,  another  side  to  a  street  running  to  lands  not  granted. 

Louis  Edeline.  A  piece  of  land  two  acres  in  front,  and  customary  depth,  one  side  toDainaux,  anotherto  Sans- 
chagrin,  and  by  the  Big  Marsh  Meadow.  One  lot  of  twenty-five  toises.  one  side  to  Chabot,  and  three  sides  to  streets. 
A  piece  of  land,  four  acres  in  front  by  the  usual  depth,  one  side  to  J..L.  Denorgon,  and  other  side  church  land. 

John  Babtiste  Ducheme.    A  lot  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  facing  three  strfcets. 

Michael  Bordeleau.  A  piece  of  land,  two  acres  front  by  the  usual  depth,  one  side  to  Proux  and  the  other  to 
Buelle.  A  lot  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet,  fiicing  four  streets.  Another  lot  in  the 
town,  on  which  stood  a  barn.  The  quantity  and  boundaries  are  not  expressed  in  the  original  concession,  and  it 
must  be  so  laid  off  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  streets  of  the  village,  or  lot  of  any  other  person. 

Laurent  Bazadonne.    A  lotthirty-eight  feet  wide,  from  a  street  to  a  lane — one  side  to  Louis  Boyer. 

John  Binet.  A  lot  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet,  one  side  to  Arpin,  another  to 
I  Charles  Lachin,  and  two  sides  to  streets; 

Antony  Caty.  A  piece  of  land,  two  acres  front  by  the  usual  depth,  one  side  to  Louis  Edeline  and  the  other  to 
Joseph  Leveron,  near  the  Big  Marsh. 

Alexander  Vallee.  A  lot  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  one  side  to  Francois  Barois,  another  to  Michael  Neal I,  and 
two  sides  to  streets.    Two  acres,  by  the  usual  depth,  one  side  to  Touissant  Noyon,  and  the  other  by  St.  Louis. 

Joseph  Tougas.  A  lot  one  hunilred  and  fifty  feet,  one  side  to  Sansosy  and  another  to  Anoyon.  Twoarpentsin 
front  by  usual  depth,  by  the  marsh  of  Cathilinettes,  one  side  to  Tougas  and  the  other  Louis  Bergeron.  Three  acres 
in  front  by  usual  depth,  in  Cathilinette,  aside  to  Franfois  Barois  and  another  to  Joseph  Raux. 

James  Cardinal.  A  piece  of  land  three  acres  in  front  and  usual  depth,  on  the  other  side  the  Hog  Swamp,  and 
joinin"  the  lands  of  Lacnine.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Languedoc  and  another  to  Carron. 

Peter  Mallet.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Lewis  Mallet,  and  the  other  three  sides  to  streets. 

John  Toulon.     A  lot  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  square,  one  side  to  Bakus,  another  to  Jacques  Lamotte. 

Nicholaus  Ballaidron.  Two  acres  in  front  and  the  usual  depth,  in  the  prairie  of  the  Grand  Marsh,  one  side  to 
Peter  Godere,  the  other  to  Vaudrye. 

Nicholaus  Ballaidron.  A  lot  three  hundred  feet  by  one  hundred  and  fifty,  one  side  to  church,  another  to  Moreau. 
A  lot  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  one  side  to  St.  Jean  and  to  two  streets,  other  boundary  not  mentioned. 

John  Decker.    A  lot  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  fourteen  feet,  in  the  common. 

Franjois  Languedoc.  A  lot  eighteen  toises  by  twenty-five,  one  side  to  a  street  and  one  side  to  Redyente.  A 
piece  of  land  two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  one  side  to  Plifford  and  another  to  vacant  lands. 

John  Babtiste  Millet.     A  lot  in  the  village,  one  side  to  Peter  Pecon  and  another  to  Francis Dagneau. 

Stephen  St.  Marie.  A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Cardinal,  another  to  Raperault  and  facing  two  streets. 

James  Walls.    A  lot  fifty  by  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Andres  and  three  sides  to  the  streets. 

Nicholaus  Myot.    A  lot  twenty-six  toises,  one  side  to  Peter  Coder  and  the  other  to  streets. 

Alexis  Ouilette.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises  by  twelve  and  a  half,  one  side  to  Bolon  and  another  to  Derozier. 

Vital  Boucher.    A  lot  twenty-eight  toises,  one  side  to  Cardinal  and  another  to  Dubois. 
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The  widow  of  Joseph  Leveson.  A  piece  of  land,  two  acres  in  front,  by  the  usual  depth;  one  side  to  Sanschagrin. 
and  another  by  Chaboute,  near  the  Big  Swamp.  Also  a  lot  twenty-five  toises;  one  side  by  Sanschagrin,and  others  by 
streets,  both  supposed  to  belong  to  A.  Languedoc. 

Andrew  Languedoc.  A  piece  of  land,  nine  acres  in  front  by  the  usual  depth,  to  begin  at  the  common  fence  to- 
wards the  Little  River. 

John  Baptiste  Frichette.    A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Hamilton,  and  another  to  Vigo. 

Charles  Lacoste.  A  piece  of  land,  two  acres  front  by  the  usual  depth;  one  side  to  Lacoste,and  another  to  Riendo. 
A  lot  twenty-eight  toises  square,  and  house  thereon. 

The  widow  and  children  of'Nicholas  Cardinal.  A  lot  twenty-six  toises  square;  one  side  to  widow  Tranbulle, 
and  another  to  Peter  Queret.  A  lot  in  the  village,  twenty-five  toises;  one  side  to  Bonneau,  and  another  to  the  do- 
main.   A  tract  of  land,  two  acres  by  forty;  one  side  to  Berthuit,  and  the  other  to  Gudete. 

Peter  Queret.    A  lot  in  the  village;  one  side  to  his  father,  and  another  to  M.  Vig.). 

The  widow  of  Antoine  Lefevre.  A  lot  >of  eighteen  toises  five  feet  by  twenty-four  toises  five  feet;  one  side  to 
Bonneau,  and  another  to  Vaudrye.  A  tract  of  two  acres  in  front,  and  the  usual  depth  in  the  Little  Prairie;  one  side 
to  Racine,  and  the  other  to  Crepeaux. 

Joseph  Perredeau.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises;  one  side  to  Trudel,  and  another  to  Bonneau. 

Joseph  Perredeau  the  younger.     A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises;  one  side  to  Johnston,  and  three  sides  to  streets. 

Andrez  Monplesir.  "Two acres  in  front,  and  usual  depth,  near  the  Cathilinette;  one  side  to  Lamotte,  fronting 
on  the  river.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises  by  three  streets,  and  a  barn  thereon,  grantetl  by  St.  jMarie.  Also  a  lot  twenty- 
five  toises;  one  side  to  Bergen,  and  fronting  two  streets,  formerly  belonging  to  Brouillet. 

The  children  of  Andrew  Pelliere.  Two  acres  in  front  by  the  ordinary  depth,  by  lands  of  Diri.  A  lot  twenty- 
five  toises;  one  side  to  Astringus,  and  another  to  J.  B.  Richard. 

The  widow  of  Charles  Lefevre.  Two  acres  in  front  by  the  usual  depth,  in  the  prairie  of  Cathilittette,  bounding 
on  lands  of  Dubras,  called  the  Italian.     A  lot  in  the  village,  bounded  by  M.  Vigo  and  three  streets. 

James  Latrimouille.  Two  acres  in  front  by  the  usual  depth,  at  the  Nut  Point;  one  side  to  Vaudrye,  and  the 
other  to  Coder.    A  lot  of  twenty-five  by  twenty-fi)ur  toises;  one  side  to  Dagnet,  and  another  to  Drouet. 

Charles  Dudevoir.  A  lot  twenty-two  feet  by  ten  toises;  one  side  to  Small,  and  another  to  Connoyer.  Two  lots 
fifty  by  twenty-five  toises,  to  Binet,  and  three  streets.  Two  acres  in  front,  at  the  Nut  Point,  bounded  by  the  ancient 
common  fence  and  Baptiste  Ducheane.  Two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  at  the  Big  Swamp  Prairie;  one  side 
to  Mallet,  and  another  to  Bordeleau. 

For  the  church.  Four  arpents  front  upon  the  Wabash,  by  the  usual  depth.  A  lot  where  the  church  stands,  about 
twenty  toises,  for  the  church  or  Mr.  Antoine  Gamelin. 

Louis  Leneveu.    A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises;  one  side  to  Read,  and  another  to  Luntsford. 

Honore  Danis.  A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises,  on  which  is  his  house.  Two  acres  of  land  in  front  by  the  usual 
depth,  near  the  little  river;  one  side  to  St-  Aubin,  and  the  other  to  Bourger. 

Francis  Vachet.  A  lot  of  twelve  toises  square;  one  side  to  Cardinal,  and  another  to  Dubois.  Vachet  also 
claims,  by  purchase  from  the  Indians,  land  in  addition,  suiiicient  to  make  the  lot  twenty-one  by  twenty-five  toises; 
but  I  cannot  warrant  the  survey  of  the  latter  part. 

Francis  Baril.     A  lot  of  thirty  toises;  one  side  to  churchyard,  and  another  to  John  Larue. 

The  heirs  of  Moses  Henry.    A  lot  seventy  feet  by  twenty-five  toises;  one  side  to  Bordeleau  and  to  three  streets. 

Rene  Langlois.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises;  one  side  to  Monplaisii-,  and  two  others  to  Charles  Languedoc.  Two 
acres  in  front  by  the  ordinary  depth,  at  the  Cathilinette;  one  side  to  Barois,  and  another  to  Bordeleau. 

Francis  Vigo.  The  house  where  he  now  lesides,  and  two  lots:  one  twenty-five  toises  square,  bounding  to  Queret, 
and  the  other  thirty  toises  by  twenty-five;  one  side  to  Latippe.  Also,  four  lots  joining  each  other,  and  twenty-five 
toises  square  each:  on  one  of  the  lots  is  a  house  belonging  formerly  to  Saboulle.  Also,  two  acres  in  front  by  the  ordi- 
nary depth,  from  the  Elm  Road,  one  side  to  Connoyer,  and  the  other  to  Michael  Brouillet:  a  continuation  to  the  river 
is  also  mentioned  in  the  claim,  but  this  is  an  Indian  purchase,  and  not  now  to  be  surveyed.  Also,  a  lot  twenty-five 
toises;  one  side  to  Villeneuve,  and  the  three  others  to  streets.  Also,  a  lot  twelve  toises  in  front,  from  St.  Louis's  to 
St.  Honore's  street;  one  side  to  widow  Legras.  Also,  two  tracts  of  two  acres  each  in  front  by  forty  deep,  north  side 
of  the  Wabash,  and  opposite  the  village;  one  side  by  a  road  leading  to  the  prairies,  and  the  other  side  by  the  lands 
of  Paquin.  Two  lots  twenty-five  by  fifty  toises,  and  a  barn  thereon;  one  side  to  J.  B.  Vaudrye  the  younger  and 
Francois  Barois,  and  three  sides  to  streets. 

The  widow  Astargus.  A  lot  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet;  one  side  to  Laforet,  and  another  to  Boisverd,  and  two 
sides  to  streets. 

Philip  Chats.  A  lot  seventy-five  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet;  one  side  to  Renez  Langlois,  another  to  the 
widow  Peltier,  and  facing  two  streets.  Another  lot  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet;  one  side  to  Charles  Berjon,  another 
to  Francis  Basseron,  and  to  two  streets. 

Peter  Kerre,  senior.  A  lot  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet;  one  side  to  Gaynolet, 
another  to  Harpin,  and  two  sides  to  streets. 

Robert  Johnson.    Two  house  lots  in  town,  on  which  his  house  now  stands. 

Late  widow  of  Joseph  Brassard.  A  lot  of  twelve  toises  fronting  St.  Louis  street;  one  side  to  Bassadon,  and 
another  to  Connoyer. 

John  Baptiste  Richard.     A  lot  in  the  village;  one  side  to  Boisverd,  and  another  to  Lafuellarde. 

Stephen  St.  Marie.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises;  one  side  to  Cardinal,  and  another  to  Rapuault. 

John  Baptiste  Binet.   Two  acres  in  front  on  the  river  Wabash,  and  to  Dagneau  and  St.  Pierre,  near  Cathilinette. 

John  Dovritt.  A  lot  twenty  five  toises  by  twenty-three,  one  side  to  Delorier,  and  three  sides  to  streets.  Also 
two  acres  in  front  by  usual  depth,  in  the  Nut  Prairie,  one  side  to  Dennis  and  another  to  Connoyer. 

James  Lamothe.    Two  acres  in  front  by  the  ordinary  depth,  one  side  to  Joachin,  the  other  Montplesir. 

The  heirs  of  Joseph  Lafuillarde.  A  lot  twenty  by  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Sucrot  and  the  other  to 
Richards.    Two  acres  in  front  by  the  usual  depth,  at  the  Cathilinettes,  one  side  to  Godere,  another  to  Barada. 

Francis  Basseron.     A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Philip  Chattes,  another  to  Haslin. 

Francis  Lognion.     A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Francis  Brouillet  and  another  to  Corneau. 

Peter  Laforest.    A  lot  of  twenty-four  by  twenty  toises,  one  side  to  Nicholas  and  the  other  to  Caty. 

Louis  Seguin.    A  lot  eleven  toises  by  twenty-five,  one  side  to  the  widow  Gumau  and  another  to  Mrs.  Hunot. 

Anthony  Marie.  A  lot  twenty -five  toises,  or  nearly  that,  bounded  by  four  streets.  Also,  a  lot  twenty-five  toises, 
one  side  to  Marie. 

Allen  Rainsay,    A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Cuntz  and  another  to  Bogle. 

Ursule  Cointe.     A  lot  thirty-six  by  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Keepler  and  another  to  Church  Lands. 

Charles  Bergaud.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Philip  Chat,  another  to  vacant  ground,  and  two  sides  to 
streets.  Two  acres  in  front,  one  side  to  Vallez  and  another  to  Languedoc,  near  the  Big  Swamp.  Some  of  this 
land  is  sold  to  Page,  and  the  boundaries  are  not  well  expressed.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  exceed  the  ancient 
possession. 

Francis  Campagnote.    A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  by  Meteiller,  another  by  Brirard,  and  by  two  streets. 

The  widow  of  Peter  Grimare-  A  house  and  lot,  the  boundaries  not  expressed,  but  to  be  surveyed  agreeable  to 
possession,  not  interfering  with  the  streets. 

Louis  Coder.  A  lot  of  land  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Danis  and  three  others  by  streets.  Two  acres  in 
Iront  the  usual  depth,  in  the  prairie  des  Cathilinette,  one  side  to  Laforest. 

Joseph  St  Marie.  A  lot  one  side  to  Joseph  Andrews,  another  to  St.  Louis  street,  and  one  side  to  the  Wabash. 
Also  a  lot  ot  twenty -five  toises,  one  side  to  Joseph  Charretiere,  another  to  John  Baptisle  Harpin. 

Louis  Aller.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Villeray  and  three  sides  to  streets. 

Ariiable  Bolon.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Antoine  Richarville,  and  another  to  Dubois. 

Joseph  Hunot.     A  lot  eighteen  toises  by  twenty-five,  one  side  to  Peter  Peret  and  another  to  Laderoute. 
3  p 
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F.  P.  A.  and  John  Baptiste  Rapine,  heirs  of  J.  B.  Racine.  A  lot  of  thirty  toises,  from  St.  Honore  street  to 
the  next  ensuing  street,  one  side  by  Crely.  Two  acres  in  front  by  the  usual  depth  in  the  Little  River  Prairie,  one 
side  to  Brouillette  and  the  other  to  Madame  Chapau. 

Francis  Boyer.  A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Lafraniere  and  the  other  to  Richard  Francis  Turpin. 
A  lot  twenty-live  toises,  one  side  to  Dagneau  and  the  three  others  to  streets. 

James  McNutty.    A  lot  in  the  village,  one  side  to  Mr.  Boyer,  another  by  Charbonneau. 

Joseph  Chartier.  A  lot  in  the  village,  one  side  to  Small  and  another  to  Joseph  St.  Marie.  Two  acres  in  front 
by  forty  deep  at  Nut  Point,  one  side  to  Charbonneau  and  another  to  Vaudrye. 

Michael  Brouillet.  A  lot  eighteen  toises  in  front,  one  side  to  Connoyer  and  fronting  St.  Louis  and  St.  Honore 
streets.  Also  a  lot  t\yenty-fiye  toises,  one  side  to  Charpentier  and  two  others  by  streets.  Also  a  tract  two  acres 
in  front,  in  Nut  Prairie,  one  side  to  St.  Marie,  and  another  to  Codere.  I 

Louis  Mallet.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Peter  Mallet  and  three  others  by  streets.  Two  acres  in 
front  by  the  usual  depth,  in  the  Big  Swamp  Prairie,  one  side  to  Nicholas  and  the  other  to  Champagnotte. 

Antoine  Bordelau.     A  lot  twenty -five  toises,  one  side  to  Dagneau. 

Antoine  Marie.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  by  his  own  lot.  Three  acres  in  front  by  forty  deep,  in  the 
Big  Swamp  Prairie,  one  side  to  Page  and  the  other  to  Hunot. 

John  Baptiste  Vaudrye.  A  lot  twenty-six  toises  and  two  feet  by  seventeen  and  a  half  toises,  one  side  to  Gi- 
bault,  and  another  to  Madame  Chapau,  and  another  to  Pierre  Gamelin.  Also  a  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to 
Mr.  Cartier  and  to  three  streets.  Also  two  acres  by  the  usual  depth,  in  the  Big  Swamp  Prairie,  one  side  to  La- 
franieu  and  the  other  by  Baillargon.  Also,  two  acres  by  the  usual  depth,  in  the  Prairie  on  the  Little  River,  one 
side  to  Charretier  and  the  other  to  Latrimouille. 

Francis  Miny.    A  lot  twelve  and  a  half  toises  by  twenty-five,  one  side  to  Dubois  and  another  to  McNutty. 

John  Baptiste  Ouillette.  Three  acres  in  front,  by  the  usual  depth,  on  the  mill  creek  at  the  Yellow  Banks, 
where  is  a  saw  and  a  grist  mill. 

Thomas  Dalton.  A  lot  in  St.  Louis  street,  thirty-one  and  an  half  feet  front,  and  extending  to  the  river,  one  side 
to  Joseph  Andre. 

The  widow  of  Lewis  Bowyer.  A  lot  thirteen  toises  by  twenty -five,  one  side  to  McNutty  and  to  Charbonneau. 
Part  of  this  lot  supposed  to  be  claimed  by  McNutty. 

Jacob  Pea.    A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Wyant  and  another  to  Sullivan. 

Peter  Bonneau.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Antoine  Lefevre  and  another  to  Peter  Gamelin.  Also 
one  acre  in  front  by  forty  deep,  on  the  Elm  road,  one  side  to  Honore  Darris  and  the  other  to  John  Baptiste  St.  Aubin. 

Francis  Dumais.    A  lot  twenty -five  toises,  one  side  to  Bonneau  and  another  to  Lognon. 

Peter  Connoyer.  A  lot  where  he  now  lives,  one  side  to  Michael  Brouillette,  and  three  sides  by  streets.  Also, 
another  lot  nearly  opposite,  one  side  by  the  late  widow  Brassard,  another  to  Lachine,  and  in  front  by  St.  Louis 
street.  Also,  a  lot  sixteen  toises  in  front,  one  side  to  Michael  Brouilette,  and  another  to  a  cross  street  that  leads  to 
the  river  and  St.  Honore  street.  Also,  a  lot  fronting  out  on  St.  Louis  street,  and  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  one 
side  to  Mr.  Vigo,  and  another  to  widow  Legrand.  Also,  a  lot  twenty-four  toises,  one  side  to  Delisle,  and  another 
to  Madame  Cardinal,  and  two  sides  to  the  streets.  Also,  a  tract  two  acres  in  front,  by  thfe  usual  depth  east  of  the 
village  by  the  Elm  road,  one  side  to  Peter  Querez,  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Vigo.  A  small  lot  and  house  thereon,  upon 
the  bank  of  the  river,  formerly  belonging  to  Peltier. 

Antoine  Vaudrye.     A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Barois. 

Lfrsule  Clermont.  Two  acres  in  front,  by  forty  deep,  in  the  Big  Swamp  Prairie,  one  side  to  Peter  Coder,  and 
another  to  Lachine. 

Peter  Perret.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Hunot,  and  another  to  Denoyon  and  two  streets. 

Louis  St.  Aubin.  A  lot  about  twenty-five  toises  square,  one  side  to  Toujas,  in  rear  to  church  lands,  and  by  two 
streets. 

Luke  Decker.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises  by  fifty,  one  side  to  Sullivan,  and  three  sides  to  streets.  A  tract  of  two 
acres  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  on  the  river  Du  Chi,  and  one  side  to  Martin.  This  tract  is  said  to  have  been  by  a 
French  concession;  but  none  has  yet  been  produced.     His  house  is  built  thereon. 

Gennevieve  Villeneuve.  A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Ranger,  and  another  to  Mr.  Bosseron,  and  by 
two  streets.  Two  acres  in  front,  by  forty  deep,  in  the  prairie  of  the  big  marsh,  one  side  to  Charles  Villeneuve,  and 
another  to  Charles  Bonneau. 

Charles  Villeneuve.  A  lot  nineteen  toises  by  twenty-nine,  one  side  to  Mr.  Vigo,  and  on  three  sides  by  streets. 
Also,  a  lot  to  Madame  Cardinal,  Delisle's  lots,  and  Pierre  Bonneau,  and  fronting  two  streets.  Also,  two  acres  in 
front  by  the  usual  depth,  in  the  Big  Swamp  Prairie,  one  side  to  Jean  Lazarde  and  Chapart,  and  the  other  Hapelin. 

John  Francfs  Hamtramck.  A  lot  thirty-three  by  thirty-four  feet,  one  side  to  another  lot  of  his,  and  a  side  to 
Adamhar  St.  Martin.  Another  lot  bounding  on  the  last,  and  one  side  Mr.  Bassadon,  in  front  to  a  street,  and  the 
rear  to  the  riverbank. 

Reverend  Peter  Gibault.  A  lot  about  fourteen  toises,  one  side  to  Mr.  Millet,  another  to  Mr.  Vaudrye,  and  to 
two  streets. 

James  Charbonneau.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  McNutty,  and  on  three  sides  by  streets.  Also,  two 
acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  in  the  Little  River  Prairie,  one  side  to  Beloup,  and  another  to  Antoine  Lefevre. 

Louis  Ravefet.     A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Metier,  and  another  to  Campagnote,  and  by  two  streets. 

John  Baptiste  Villeraye.    A  lot  of  twenty -five  toises,  one  side  to  Louis  Allare,  and  three  sides  to  streets. 

"William  Page.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Baillargon,  another  side  by  next  described  lot,  and  two 
sides  to  streets.  Another  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  last  lot.  A  tract  of  land  of  two  acres  in  front,  which 
has  been  directed  for  survey  under  IJengaud's  name,  and  it  seems  is  in  dispute.  Also,  a  tract  of  land  of  three  acres 
in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  in  the  Big  Swamp  Prairie,  one  side  to  Marie,  and  another  to  Arpent. 

Nicholas  Chapart.  Two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  near  the  Big  Swamp,  one  side  to  Villeneuve,  and  the 
other  to  Dagneau.  Another  tract,  two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  in  the  Big  Swamp  Prairie,  one  side  to  Mal- 
let, and  another  to  Roi-  ^     ,.     , 

Vitalle  Boucher.  Two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  in  front  by  the  Elm  road,  and  one  side  to  Cardinal,  the 
other  to  Ducherne. 

Ann  Springer.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Andre  Languedoc,  and  three  others  to  streets. 

Peter  Latour.    A  lot  twenty-nine  toises  by  nine,  one  side  to  Turdelle,  another  to  Bonneau,  and  two  sides  to 

Stt'66ts. 

Toiissaints  Dubois.  A  lot  twenty -five  toises,  one  side  to  Peter  Gamelin,  and  another  to  James  Cardinal,  and 
two  sides  to  streets.    Two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  one  side  to  Andrez  Roi,  and  another  to  John  Baptiste 

Charles  Dielle.  Two  acres  by  front  and  forty  deep  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  one  side  to  Paul  Gamelin, 
and  another  to  Peter  Latour.  The  original  concession,  or  the  best  evidence  of  it,  must  be  produced,  before  this  sur- 
vey is  made.  r.        •    r 

Antoine  Petit.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  John  Baptiste  St.  Aubin,  another  to  Francis  Languedoc, 
and  by  two  streets.  t-  ■    ,      .^  i         ■ 

Susannah  Bolon.    A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises  by  twenty-four,  one  side  to  Nicholas  Mayot,  the  other  three  to 

str66tS' 

William  Park.  A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Cotis,  and  another  to  Guitar,  and  two  sides  by  streets. 
Two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  in  the  Big  Swamp  Prairie,  one  side  to  Richarville,  and  another  by  Peter  Car- 
tier.    A  lot  of  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Ganuchon,  another  to  Bawhus,  and  by  two  streets. 

Robert  Ficron.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  by  Stephen  St.  Marie,  and  another  to  the  next  lot.  A  lot 
twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  last  lot,  another  to  Lafremiere,  and  by  two  streets.  Those  lots  are  supposed  to  be 
old  French  concessions. 
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Widow  of  Gabriel  Legiand.  A  lot  about  fourteen  toises  in  front,  one  side  to  Connoyer,  one  side  to  the  river, 
and  two  sides  to  streets. 

Ainable  Guarguepie.  A  lot  of  twenty  by  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Bosseron,  another  to  Bubois.  Two 
acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  at  the  Nut  Point,  one  side  to  Cardinal  and  another  to  Latrimouille. 

Watts,  McNutty,  and  Simson.  Two  acres  in  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  in  the  Cathilinette  Prairie,  one  side 
to  Reaux  and  another  to  Dielle. 

John  Baptiste  Harpin.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  John  Small,  another  to  Joseph  St.  Marie,  and  to 
two  streets.  A  tract  of  land  two  acres  in  front  by  forty  deep,  one  side  to  Mr.  Page  and  another  to  J.  B.  Vaudry. 
Also  one  acre  in  front  by  forty  deep  in  the  grand  Marais  Prairie,  one  side  to  Perodeau,  and  another  to  Neau.  Also 
a  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Dockac  and  another  to  Peter. 

Gerome  Creiy.  A  lot  eight  toises  by  nineteen,  one  side  to  St.  Marie's  heirs,  another  to  Francois  Barois  and  on 
two  others  by  streets. 

Joseph  Duchram.  One  acre  and  three  quarters  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  north  side  the  Wabash,  one  side  to 
Paul  Gameiin  and  another  to  Carron. 

Amable  Delisle.  A  lot  twelve  and  a  half  toises  by  twenty-five,  one  side  to  Nicholas  Baillargon,  and  another  to 
Stephen  Bowyer,  and  the  rear  to  William  Page,  front  a  street. 

The  widow  of  Peter  Code^.  A  tract  of  land,  two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  in  the  Grand  Marsh  Prairie, 
one  side  to  Baillargon,  and  another  to  Chabot. 

Peter  Gameiin.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Joseph  Hamelin,  another  to  Toussaints  Dubois,  and  by 
two  streets.  Another  lot  eighteen  by  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  J.  B.  Milliet,  another  to  Bonneau,  near  to 
Vaudrey.     Also  two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth  in  the  Cathijinettes,  one  side  to  Barois  and  another  to  Peltier. 

John  Small.  A  lot  about  filty-twO  toises  in  front  on  St.  Louis  street,  running  back  to  the  river  bank,  and  oii 
two  sides  streets.  Also  a  lot  twenty-five  by  eighteen  toises,  one  side  to  Arpent,  another  to  Shiskey,  and  on  two 
sides  streets. 

Louis  Brouillet.  A  lot  of  thirteen  toises,  fronting  on  St.  Honore  street  and  back  to  the  beach,  one  side  to 
Antoine  Mallet,  and  the  other  by  a  street.  There  seems  to  be  some  additional  claim  of  a  amall  part  of  a  lot  adjoin- 
ing, which  must  be  inquired  into  upon  the  survey;  by  the  papers  handed  in  it  is  very  unintelligible. 

John  Tougas.    A  lot  of  twelve  toises  in  front  on  St.  Honore  street,  one  side  to  J.  M.  Barois,  and  three  sides  to 
streets- 
Paul  Gameiin.    A  lot  twelve  and  a  half  toises  on  St.  Louis  street,  and  extending  back  to  the  beach,  one  side  to 
Adamher  St.  Martin,  and  the  other  by  Calvary  street.  Two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  north  side  of  Wabash. 
This  in  two  tracts,  one  bounded  by  Ducharm  and  Gueille,  and  the  other  to  Detau  and  Connoyer. 

The  heirs  of  Daniel  Sullivan.  A  lot  twenty-five  toises  by  thirty-eight,  one  side  to  Chabot,  and  another  to 
church  lands,  and  by  two  streets.  Also  a  tract  eight  acres  in  front  and  sixty  in  depth,  fronting  on  the  Wabash 
originally  granted  to  Chapart:  fouracres  are  to  be  on  each  side  the  Little  River,  whereon  is  built  a  mill.  Two  acres 
in  front  by  forty  in  depth  in  the  Cathilinette  Prairie,  one  side  to  Dominique  Bergand,  and  the  other  to  Laforest. 
Another  tract,  two  acres  in  front,  situated  in  the  Cathilinette  Prairie,  behind  the  ancient  lands,  and'extending  back 
to  Otter  Pondj  one  side  to  Ballargon,  and  old  French  improvement. 

John  Martui.  Two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth  in  the  Cathilinette  Prairie,  one  side  to  Meteller,  and  another 
to  the  lot  of  Sims  on  McNutty  and  Watts. 

Benjamin  Bawhus.  A  lot  of  thirty  toises  by  twenty-five,  one  side  to  Ganuchon,  and  on  the  other  by  the  next 
lot  and  by  two  streets.  A  lot  thirty  toises  by  twenty-five,  one  side  to  the  above  lot,  another  Meldrum  and  Park, 
and  by  two  streets.  A  tract  two  acres  in  front  situated  on  the  Grand  Prairie  west  of  the  village  from  the  Wabash 
to  the  Cathilinette  swamp,  one  side  to  James  Dony's,  and  the  other  to  Alexander  Vallez. 

James  McNutty.    A  lot,  south  to  Page — west  by  church  lands,  and  by  two  streets. 

Adamher  St.  Martin.  A  lot  upon  the  Wabash,  front  to  St.  Louis  street,  one  side  to  Nicholas  Perrot,  and  the 
other  to  Paul  Gameiin.    He  claims  this  as  a  mortgagee. 

James  Johnson.    A  lot  twenty-five  toises,  one  side  to  Joseph  Lafleure,  and  by  three  streets. 

Alexander  Fowler.     A  house  lot  in  the  village,  one  side  to  Decker,  another  to  Baptiste  Commefaux. 

Louis  Meteiller.  A  lot  twenty-six  toises  by  fifty,  one  side  to  Joseph  Levron,  another  to  Brizard,  and  two 
sides  by  streets. 

Peter  Cartier.  A  lot  twenty-six  toises  by  twenty-  nine,«one  side  to  Francis  Mallet,  and  on  three  others  by  streets. 
Another  lot  of  twenty  five  toises,  one  side  to  Mr.  Vigo  and  three  sides  to  streets.  A  tract  of  two  acres  in  front  by 
forty,  in  the  prairie  below  the  village,  one  side  to  park,  and  another  to  John  Baptiste  Lafreniere. 

John  Baptiste  Tougas.  A  tract  of  land  opposite  to  the  village,  two  acres  and  a  half  front  by  the  usual  depth. 
This  was  originally  granted  to  Noveaux,  with  the  addition  of  another  half  acre,  which  has  been  transferred.  Mr. 
Tougas  claims  at  this  time  three  acres,  half  an  acre  of  which  having  been  granted  by  the  court,  cannot  be  confirmed 
by  me  at  this  time- 

Antoine  Gameiin.  A  lot  of  about  thirty  toises,  fronting  on  St.  Honore  street  and  running  to  the  Wabash. 
This  lot,  it  appears  from  certificates,  was  originally  granted  to  the  church,  and  has  been  by  the  church  wardens 
exchanged  for  the  ground  upon  which  the  church  now  stands.  It  will  be  confirmed  either  to  the  church  or  Mr. 
Gameiin. 

WINTHROP  SARGENT. 

ViNCENNES,  July  31,  1790. 

No.   8. 
Proceedings  of  July  I8th,  from  the  Journals. 

July  18(h,  was  made  the  following  publication,  viz: 

All  persons  who  have  exhibited  their  claims  to  lands  in  this  settlement  are  desired  to  call  and  receive  their 
papers  at  Major  Vigo's,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  two  this  morning,  or  from  four  to  six  this  evening. 

If  there  be  any  who  have  not  yet  attended  to  the  repeated  demands  upon  this  business,  they  are  to  leave  their 
papers  at  the  office  of  the  notary  public,  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  hereof. 

Warrants  of  survey  for  most  of  the  ancient  claims  and  possessions  will  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Baird,  and 
patents  of  confirmation  are  to  be  issued,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  completed  the  surveys,  and  returned  plats  thereof 
into  the  ofiSce  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory.  But  where  the  titles  have  not  yet  been  properly  explained,  which 
is  the  case  in  some  instances,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  persons  applying  for  tl)eir  patents,  give  the  best  possible 
proof  that  they  are  entitled  to  them.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  many  of  the  ancient  concessions  may  have  been 
lost,  and  all  record  of  them  destroyed.  In  such  cases  it  will  be  proper  to  produce  the  testitnonv  of  some  of  the  old 
people,  that  lands,  claimed  under  such  circumstances,  have  heretofore  been  occupied,  under  the  authority  of  the 
French  and  British  Governments,  by  the  persons  from  they  pretend  to  derive  their  rights  or  titles.  And  whenever 
the  original  concession  is  produced,  unless  by  the  person  to  whom  it  was  made,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
show  how  it  was  acquired.  In  several  instances  concessions  have  been  exhibited  by  persons  of  different  names  and 
families  from  those  to  whom  they  were  primarily  made,  without  any  apparent  assignment  whatever,  and  it  is  not 
impossible  that  a  confirmation  to  such  claimants  might  be  an  act  of  very  great  injustice. 

WINTHROP  SARGENT. 

ViNCENNBS. 
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No.  9. 

To  the  Honorable  Winthrop   Sargent, \  Esquire,  Secretary  in  and  for  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  north- 
ivesit  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  vested  with  all  the  powers  of  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief. 

Sir: 

As  you  have  s'lveii  verbal  orders  to  the  magistrates  who  formerly  composed  the  court  of  the  district  of  Post  Vin- 
cennes,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  give  you  their  reasons  for  having  taken  upon  them  to  grant 
concessions  for  the  hinds  within  the  district;  in  obedience  thereto,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  their  principal  rea- 
son is,  that,  since  the  establishment  of  this  country,  the  commandants  have  always  appeared  to  be  vested  with  the 
powers  to  give  lands.  Their  founder,  Mr.  Vincennes,  began  to  give  concessions,  and  all  his  successors  have  given 
lands  and  lots.  Mr.  Legras  was  appointed  commandant  of  Post  Vincennes,  by  the  lieutenant  of  the  county;  and 
Commander-in-chief  John  Todd,  who  was,  in  the  year  1799.  sent  by  the  State  of  Virginia  for  to  regulate  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country,  and  who  substituted  Mr.  Legras  with  his  powers.  In  his  absence,  Mr.  Legras,  who  was  then 
commandant,  assumed  that  he  had,  in  quality  of  commandant,  authority  to  give  lands  according  to  the  ancient  usages 
of  other  commanders,  and  he  verbally  inlornied  the  courtof  Post  Vincennes  that,  when  they  would  judge  it  proper  to 
give  lands  or  lots  to  those  who  should  come  into  the  country  to  settle  or  otherwise,  they  nxight  do  it,  and  that  he 
gave  them  permission  so  to  do.  These  are  (he  reasons  that  we  acted  upon,  and  if  we  have  done  more  than  we 
ought,  it  was  on  account  of  the  little  knowledge  which  we  had  of  public  aftairs. 

We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  honor's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

F.  BOSSERON. 
L.  E.  DELINE, 


Post  Vincennes,  Zd  July,  1790. 

No.  10. 


PIERRE  GAMELIN, 
PIERRE  QUEREZ,  his  4-  mark. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Illinois,  to  wit: 

Whereas,  from  the  fertility  and  beautiful  situation  of  the  lands  bordering  upon  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  Illi- 
nois, and  Wabash  rivers,  the  taking  up  the  usual  quantity  heretofore  allowed  for  a  settlement  by  the  Government 
of  Virginia,  would  injure  both  the  strength  and  commerce  of  this  country:  I  do,  therefore,  issue  this  proclama- 
tion, strictly  enjoining  all  persons  whatsoever  from  making  any  new  settlement  upon  the  flat  lands  of  the  said  rivers, 
or  within  one  league  of  said  lands,  unless  iii  manner  and  form  of  settlements  as  heretofore  made  by  the  French  inha- 
bitants, until  further  orders  herein  given. 

And  in  order  that  all  the  claims  to  lands  within  the  said  county  may  be  fully  known,  and  some  method  provided 
lor  perpetuating  by  record  the  just  claims,  every  inhabitant  is  required,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  lay  before 
the  persons  in  each  district,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  a  memorandum  of  his  or  her  land,  with  copies  of  all  their 
vouchers,  and  where  vouchers  have  never  been  given,  or  are  lost,  such  depositions  and  certificates  as  will  best  tend 
to  support  their  claims.  The  memorandum  to  mention  the  quantity  of  land,  to  whom  originally  granted,  and  when, 
deducmg  the  title,  through  the  various  occupants,  to  the  present  possessor. 

The  number  of  adventurers  who  will  shortly  overrun  this  country  renders  the  above  method  necessary  as  well 
to  ascertain  the  vacant  lands  as  to  guard  against  trespasses,  which  will  probably  be  committed  upon  lands  not  of 
record. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Kaskaskias,  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  third  year  of  the  Common- 
fL.  s.l      wealth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 
"^        -'  .  JOHN  TODD,  Jr. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  having  had  under  his  consideration  the  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Government 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  of  his  proceedings  for  carrying  into  elFect  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  August  29th,  1788. 
respecting  the  lands  of  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Vincennes,  makes  the  following  report  tliereon,  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States: 

The  resolution  of  Congress  of  August  29th,  1788,  had  confirmed  in  their  possessions  and  titles,  the  French  and 
Canadian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  at  that  post,  who,  in  or  before  the  year  1783,  had  settled  there,  and  had 
professed  themselves  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them;  and  had  made  a  donation  to  every  head  of  a  family, 
of  the  same  description  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  part  of  a  square,  to  be  laid  off  adjoining  the  improvements 
at  the  post.  /  .  .... 

The  Secretary  of  the  Northwestern  Government,  in  the  absence  ol  the  Governor,  has  carried  this  resolution  into 
effect,  as  to  all  the  claimsto  which  he  thought  it  could  be  clearly  applied.  There  remain,  however,  thefoUowing  de- 
criptions  of  cases  on  which  he  asks  further  instructions: 

1.  Certain  cases  within  the  letter  of  the  resolution,  but  rendered  doubtful  by  the  condition  annexed  to  the  grants 
of  lands  in  the  Illinois  country:  the  cases  of  these  claimants,  fifteen  in  number,  are  specially  stated  in  the  paper 
hereto  annexed.  No.  2,  and  the  lands  are  laid  off  for  them,  but  remain  un-granted  until  further  order. 

2.  Certain  persons,  who,  by  removals  from  one  part  of  the  territory  to  another,  are  out  of  the  letter  of  the  resolu- 
tion; but  within  its  equity,  as  they  conceive. 

3.  Certain  heads  of  families,  who  became  such  soon  after  the  year  1783,  who  petitioned  for  a  participation  ot  the 
donation,  and  urge  extraordinary  militia  service,  to  which  they  are  exposed. 

4.  One  hundfed  and  fifty  acres  of  land  within  the  village,  granted  under  the  former  government  of  that  country, 
to  the  Piankeshaw  Indians,  and,  on  their  removal,  sold  by  them  in  parcels  to  individual  inhabitants,  who,  in  some 
instances,  have  highly  improved  them  both  before  and  since  1783. 

5.  Lands  granted  both  before  and  afterl783,  by  authority  from  the  commandant  of  the  post,  who,  according  to 
the  usage  under  the  French  and  British  Governments,  thinking  himself  authorized  to  grant  lands,  delegated  that 
authority  to  a  court  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  whose  grants,  before  1783,  amounted  to  twenty-six  thousand 
acres,  and  between  that  and  1787,  (when  the  practice  was  stopped)  to  twenty-two  thousandacres;  they  are  generally 
in  parcels  from  four  hundred  acres  down  to  the  size  of  house  lots;  and  some  of  them  under  considerable  improve- 
ment. Some  of  the  tenants  urge  that  they  were  induced  by  the  court  itself  to  come  and  settle  these  lands,  under 
assurance  of  their  authority  to  grant  them,  and  that  a  loss  ol  the  lands  and  improvements  will  involve  them  in  ruin. 
Besides  these  small  grants,  there  are  some  much  larger,  sometimes  of  many  leagues  square,  which  a  sense  of  their 
impropriety  has  prevented  the  grantee  from  bringing  forward;  many  pretended  grants,  too,  of  this  class,  are  believed 
to  be  forgeries,  and  are  therefore  to  be  guarded  against. 

G.  Two  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  good  land,  and  three  thousand  acres  of  sunken  land,  held  under  the  French, 
British,  and  American  Governments,  as  commons  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  generally,  and  for 
thirty  vears  past  kept  under  enclosure  for  these  purposes. 

The  Legislature  alone  being  competent  to  authorize  the  grant  of  lands  in  cases  as  yet  unprovided  for  by  the  laws, 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  of  opinion  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Northwestern  Government,  with  the  papers 
therein  referred  to,  should  be  laid  before  Congress  for  their  determination.  Authentic  copies  of  them  are  herewith 
enclosed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
December  U,  1790. 
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LAND   CLAIMANTS    IN    THE    NORTHWESTERN    TERRITORY. 

COMMTJNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE,  JANUARY  6,  1791. 

Mr.  Strong  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  23d 

of  December,  respecting  grants  of  land  within  the  territory  of  the  Government  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  together 

with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That,  in  their  opinion,  the  heads  of  families  who  were  at  Vincennes  in  the  year  1783,  and  afterwards  removed 

vnthout  the  limits  of  the  said  territory,  are,  notwithstanding,  entitled  to  the  donation  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land, 

made  by  the  resolve  of  Congress,  of  August  29,  1798. 

That  four  hundred  acres  of  land  should  be  given  to  each  of  those  persons  who,  in  the  year  1783,  were  heads  of 
families  at  Vincennes,  or  in  the  Illinois  country,  on  the  Mississippi,  and  who  since  that  time  have  removed  from  one 
of  the  said  places  to  the  other;  and  that  the  Governor  of  the  said  territory  be  directed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  laid 
out  for  them,  at  their  own  expense,  either  at  Vincennes,  or  in  the  Illinois  country,  as  they  shall  severally  choose. 
That  a  donation  should  be  made,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.of  land,  heretofore  in  possession  of  the  Pianke- 
shaw  Indians,  and  now  under  actual  improvement,  and  constituting  a  part  of  the  village  of  Vincennes.  to  the  per- 
sons who  are  severally  in  possession  of  the  said  land. 

That  a  tract  of  land,  containing  about  five  thousand  four  hundred  acres,  which  for  many  years  has  been  freed 
and  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  Vincennes  as  a  common,  should  be  confirmed  to  the  said  inhabitants,  to  be  used  as  a 
common,  until  a  division  thereof  in  severalty  among  the  said  inhabitants  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

That,  when  lands  have  been  actually  improved  and  cultivated  at  Vincennes,  or  on  the  Mississippi,  under  a  sup- 
posed grant  thereof  by  any  commandant  or  court"  claiming  authority  to  make  such  grant,  the  Governor  of  the  said 
territory  should  be  authorized  to  confirm  to  the  persons  who  made  such  improvements,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  the 
lands  supposed  to  have  been  granted,  as  aforesaid,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  may  judge  reason- 
able, not  exceeding,  to  any  one  person,  four  hundred  acres. 

.  That  the  said  Governor  should  also  be  authorized  to  make  a  grant  of  land,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  acres,  to 
each  person  who  hath  not  obtained  any  donation  of  land  from  the  United  States,  and  who,  on  the  first  day  of  August, 
1790,  was  enrolled  in  the  militia  at  Vincennes,  and  has  done  militia  duty. 

And,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  would  be  proper  to  direct  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  the  purposes  above- 
inetj|ioned. 

All  which  is  submitted. 
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VIRGINIA  MILITARY  BOUNTY    LANDS. 

communicated  to  congress,  JANUARY  17,  1791. 

United  States,  January  17,  1791. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  q/"  Representatives: 

I  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  two  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  of  a  petition  of  sundry  officers  and 
assignees  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  on  the  subject  of  bounty  lands 
allotted  to  them  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Vtrginiajo  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated 

"  Council  Chamber,  January  4,  1791. 

"  I  beg  leave  also  to  lay  before  you  copies  of  two  other  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  together  with  the 
petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  on  the  subject  of  the  bounty  lands  allot- 
to  them  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio. 

"I  have  the  honor, &c. 

"  BEVERLEY  RANDOLPH." 

VIRGINIA, 

In  the  House  of  Delegates,  Monday,  December  W,  1790. 

Resolved,  That  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on 
continental  establishment  to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Little 
Miami  and  Scioto,"  renders  the  entries  and  surveys  made  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line  of  this 
State,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  doubtful  and  precarious,  and  destroys  the  rights  of  their  assignees,  which 
rights  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  the  expression  of  the  said  act  is  so  vague  as  to  leave  it  uncertain  whether  officers  having  title  to 
lands  under  the  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  but  who  have  not  continued 
in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  have  grants  on  the  warrants  which  have  been  issued  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  together  with  the  pe- 
tition of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
December  22d,  1790.    Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

H.  BROOKE,  C.  S. 
Test. 

CHARLES  HAY,  C.  H.  D. 


18  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [1791. 

To  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  the  petition  of  sundry  Officers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Con- 
tinental establishment ,  and  of  sundry  assignees  of  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  same  tine  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  others,  showeth: 

That  the  interposition  of  Congress  by  their  act  of  the  17th  of  July,  1788,  annulling  the  entries  and  surveys  made 
for  the  continental  line  of  this  State  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  has  occasiorted  great  uneasiness  and  delay  to 
your  petitioners,  inasmuch  as  we  apprehend  it  to  be  an  infraction  of  the  terms  of  the  cession  made  to  Congress,  and 
an  interference  in  judging  exparte  of  private  property,  which  we  think  ourselves  secured  in  by  the  laws  of  this  State, 
antecedent  to  the  cession;  and  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  said  land,  instead  of  quieting 
contributes  to  increase  our  uneasiness,  and  greatly  perplexes  your  petitioners  by  totally  deranging  the  business. 

The  process  heretofore  established  by  the  State,  under  whose  authority  those  bounties  were  derived,  for  obtaining 
the  lands,  are  as  follows,  viz:  The  document  of  the  officer  or  soldier  to  be  submitted  to  Col.  Meriwether,  an  accu- 
late  officer,  appointed  for  this  and  other  military  purposes,  examined  and  reported  by  him  to  the  Governor,  who  cer- 
tifies the  claim  of  the  applicant,  if  entitled  to  the  bounty,  to  the  land  office,  upon  which  certificate  the  register  issues 
his  warrant,  directed  to  the  principal  surveyor,  appointed  for  the  special  purpose  of  surveying  those  lands,  authoriz- 
ing him  to  survey,  in  one  or  more  sui  veys,  for  the  claimant,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  he  is  en- 
titled. Of  this  warrant  the  register  makes  a  re'cord  j  the  claimant  or  his  assignee  then  carries  his  warrant  to  the  sur- 
veyor's office,  makes  or  causes  to  be  made  his  location,  leaves.the  warrant  with  the  surveyor,  who  has  it  registered 
and  filed  away  till  the  survey  is  made,  when  he  returns  it,  with  the  survey,  to  the  land  office,  where  it  is  again  ex- 
amined with  the  lecord,  and  cancelled.  The  survey  remains  six  months  in  (he  land  office;  and  if  no  better  right  is 
asserted  within  that  time,  by  caveat  is  carried  into  grant,  in  conformity  to  this  mode;  warrants  for  all  claims  have 
long  ago  issued,  many  of  them  have  been  assigned,  the  holders  have  lodged  them  with  the  surveyor;  and  in  many  in- 
stances have  deposited  with  him  considerable  sums  of  money  for  completing  the  whole  business,  and  in  addition  to 
the  fees  for  location  and  survey,  the  assignees  have  uniformly  deposited  with  the  surveyors,  to  be  applied  to  contin- 
gent purposes,  a  tax,  imposed  by  law,  of  one  dollar  for  every  one  hundred  acres  by  them  lodged:  hence  have  the  as- 
signees had  and  paid  for  a  second  sanction  for  their  purchases.  Your  petitioners  further  show  that  the  second  and 
third  sections  of  the  act  of  Congress  totally  annul  these  proceedings,  and  direct  a  process  to  be  undertaken  anew, 
thereby  depriving  the  persons  concerned,  not  only  of  the  great  labor  and  toil  already  bestowed  on  the  business,  but 
of  all  the  moneys  they  have  expended.  Your  petitioners  apprehend  great  delays  will  be  occasioned  by  the  mode  pre- 
scribed in  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  law,  as  no  return  can  be  made  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  till  the 
whole  business  is  finished,  which  may  not  be  in  many  years,  as  some  of  the  present  claimants  are  infants,  some  live 
at  considerable  distances,  and  numbers,  from  indolence  or  other  causes,  will  not  attend,  nor  can  your  petitioners 
know  in  what  manner,  or  where,  in  case  of  interference  or  other  disputes,  they  are  to  be  settled,  and  by  whom.  It 
letters  patent  issue  in  the  name  of  the  original  claimants,  notwithstanding  their  having  assigned  their  claims,  the  as- 
signees will  be  subjected  to  extraordinary  inconvenience,  and  remediless,  except  by  tedious  and  expensive  suits,  as 
numbers  of  the  original  claimants  are  dead,  others  removed  to  considerable  distances,  dispersed  in  remote  places,  un- 
known to  the  assignees.  This  will  bear  uncommonly  hard  on  apart  of  your  p.etitioners,  viz:  the  assignees,  who  *ere 
countenanced  and  secured  in  their  purchases  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  as  is  fully  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  War- 
rant; nor  have  your  petitioners  any  more  certainty  respecting  the  surveyor's  fees  and  surveyor;  they  know  not  what 
officer  is  to  execute  that  business,  where  he  is  to  reside,  what  laws  he  is  amenable  to,  or  what  penalties  attend  his 
malfeasance  or  misfeasance. 

Another  great  inconvenience  will  be  occasioned  by  the  delay  in  transmitting  from  the  seat  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  the  Executive  of  this  State,  the  President's  letters  patent,  and  the  industrious  will  have  no  incitement  to 
execute  their  surveys,  as  they  cannot  obtain  their  titles,  by  their  most  strenuous  exertions  in  encountering  toil  or 
danger,  sooner  than  the  most  supine  or  tardy. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  the  interposition  of  your  honorable  body,  to  have  the  acts  of  Congress  relative  to 
the  premises  revised  and  amended  so  as  the  business  may  go  on  in  the  old  mode,  as  the  most  convenient,  or  to  devise 
some  other  relief  for  your  petitioners,  such  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  may  seem  meet,  and  your  petition- 

ppc     oiC     &.C 

THOMAS  EDMUNDS,  and  others. 


1st  Congress.]  No.    7.  [3d  Skssiok. 

LAND   CLAIMANTS   IN  THE    NORT  H  WESTERN   TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  CONGRESS,  FEBRUARY  18,  1791. 

United  States,  February  18, 1791. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  qf  Representatives: 

I  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  a  report  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  Kaskaskia,  Kahokia,  and  Prairie,  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  August  29,  1788,  which  containing 
matter  proper  for  your  consideration,  I  lay  the  same  before  you. 
■^       i"    V  "  (J.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  having  received  from  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  Territory, 
a  report  of  his  proceedings  for  carrying  into  effect  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  August  29th,  1788,  respecting  the 
lands  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kaskaskia,  la  Prairie  du  Rochers,  and  Kahokia,  which  report  was  enclosed  to  him  in 
a  letter  bearing  date  the  10th  instant,  and  observing  therein  several  passages  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, has  extracted  the  same,  and  thereupon  makes  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  following  repof  t: 

In  that  which  he  made  on  the  14th  of  December,  1790,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  same  resolution  of 
Congress  at  Post  Vincennes,  he  brought  under  certain  general  heads  of  description  the  claims  to  lands  at  that  place, 
which  had  not  been  provided  for  by  the  said  resolution  of  Congress.  To  keep  the  subject  simplified  as  well  as  short, 
he  will  observe  that  the  cases  at  Kaskaskia,  described  in  the  extract,  marked  A,  belong  to  the  fourth  class  of  the 
said  report  for  St.  Vincennes;  that  those  at  Kaskaskia,  of  the  extract  B,  belong  to  the  filth  class  of  the  report  for  St. 
Vincennes;  and  that  those  of  Kahokia,  in  the  extract  C,  belong  to  the  sixth  class  of  the  same  report,  and  may  be 
coniprehended  in  the  provision  to  be  made  for  them. 

The  extracts  marked  D,  E,  F,  G,  and  H,  describe  other  cases,  out  of  the  provision  of  the  resolution,  which  have 
arisen  at  Kaskaskia  and  Kahokia,  differing  from  each  other,  as  well  as  from  all  the  former  classes. 
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The  extracts  marked  I,  K,  state  that  the  line  which,  by  the  resolve  of  Congress,  of  June  20th,  1788,  had  been  so 
described  as  to  place  the  lands  to  be  allotted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Kaskaskia  and  Kahokia  in  a  fertile  and  convenient 
situation,  had  been  so  shifted,  by  the  resolution  of  August  29tii,  1788,  as  to  throw  those  allotments  into  parts  too 
distant  and  dangerous  to  be  cultivated  by  them,  and  pray  that  the  line  of  June  20th  may  be  re-established. 

The  extract  L  brings  into  view  the  purchase  of  Flint  and  Parker,  in  the  Illinois  country,  which  may  need  at- 
tention in  the  formation  of  a  land  law. 

The  extracts  M,  N,  0,  with  the  papers  they  refer  to,  contain  the  leasoniYig  uiged  by  the  inhabitants  of  Kaskaskia, 
Prairie,  and  Kahokia,  against  the  demand  of  the  expenses  of  certain  surveys  made  of  their  lands  neither,  at  their 
desire  nor  for  any  use  ot  theirs. 

P  explains  certain  demands  for  the  revoked  emissions  of  continental  money  remaining  in  the  office  of  a  notary 
public  of  Kaskaskia,  and  Q  the  expediency  of.  having  a  printing  press  established  at  Marietta. 

Which  several  matters  the  Secretary  of  State  is  of  opinion  should  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  for  ttieir  con- 
sideration. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

February  17,  1791. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

A.  Among  the  claims  for  land  that  have  been  rejected,  there  are  sfveral  that  are  founded  on  purchases  made 
from  individual  Indians,  and  the  conveyances  set  forth  that  they  were  inherited  from  their  parents,  and  were  not 
the  property  of  the  nation.  It  could  not,  however,  be  discovered  that  any  division  of  the  lands  of  the  Kaskaskia  In- 
dians had  ever  taken  place  among  themselves,  and  the  Chief  of  that  nation  has  applied  to  be  confirmed  in  a  tract  of 
land  of  about  five  or  six  thousand  acres,  where  their  village  was  situated  not  long  ago,  and  which  would  take  in  the 
parcels  that  have  been  sold  and  applied  for  as  above.  On  this  claim,  no  decision  has  been  made.  It  appeared  to  be 
a  subject  that  ought  to  be  referred  to  Congressj  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  observe,  if  one  Indian  sale  is  approved  it 
is  probable  that  a  great  many  will  be  brought  forward. 

B.  A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Todd  had  been  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia  lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Illinois,  and  some  few  grants  of  land  are  said  to  have  been  made  by  him,  although  by  his  instructions,  which  he 
put  upon  record  at  Kaskaskia,  he  had  no  authority  to  that  purpose,  but  seems  rather  to  have  been  restrained.  A 
copy  of  those  instructions  were  transmitted  by  the  Secretary.  On  Mr.  Todd's  leaving  that  part  of  the  country,  a 
person  of  the  name  of  De  Numbrun  was  substituted,  who  made  grants  of  land  without  number.  The  power  of 
granting  lands  was  also  assumed  by  the  civil  courts  that  had  been  established,  and  that  assumed  povver  they  used 
very  liberally,  still  pretending,  however,  that  they  had  been  authorized  so  to  do  by  Mr.  Todd,  who  is  styled  Grand 
Judge  for  the  United  States.  It  is  most  probable  that  such  power  was  never  delegated  to  the  courts  by  Mr.  Todd; 
at  least,  it  does  not  appear.  All  those  grants  have  been  rejected;  but  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  it  might  be  proper 
to  allow  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  those  who  have  actually  settled  and  made  improvements  under  them.  Some  of 
the  parties  seem,  respectively,  to  have  had  two  diflerent  objects  in  view — the  applicants,  the  engrossing  lands  for  a 
very  small  consideration,  and  the  grantors,  the  accumulation  of  perquisites,  the  courts  and  sub-lieutenants  having 
exacted  four  dollars  for  each  grant.  There  are  a  number  of  American  settlers  in  possession  of  such  grants,  whose 
claims  have  been  equally  rejected;  their  case  seems  to  be  a  hard  one.  Not  doubting  the  authority  of  the  courts, 
which  they  saw  every  day  exercised,  they  applied  for  lands, and  obtained  them,  and  made  settlements,  in  conse- 
quence, distinct  from  those  of  the  French;  but  having  removed  into  that  country  after  the  year  1783,  they  do  not 
come  within  the  resolution  of  Congress  which  describes  who  are  to  be  considered  as 'ancient  settlers,  and 
confirmed  in  their  possessions.  As  Americans,  they  have  been  the  peculiar  objects  of  Indian  depredation,  while 
their  neighbors,  the  French,  from  having  had  much  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  and  frequently  intermarrying  with 
them,  until  very  lately,  were  generally  safe;  they  have,  in  consequence,  been  driven  oft'  of  the  lands  they  had  im- 
proved, and  have  lost  both  their  time  and  their  labor.     No.  7  is  a  representation  from  them  upon  this  subject. 

C.  No.  14  is  a  representation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kahokia  respecting  their  common.  What  they  set  forth  is 
true,  both  with  respect  to  their  having  been  long  in  the  occupation  of  it,  and  the  quality  of  what  they  ask  for  upon 
the  hills. 

D.  At  Kaskaskia  the  Jesuits  held  valuable  possessions;  the  buildings  are  gone  entirely  to  ruin,  but  the  lands  are. 
still  of  some  value.  On  the  suppression  of  the  order  in  France,  the  officers  of  the  French  King  disposed  of  their 
property  at  that  place,  by  public  sale,  but  before  the  sale  took  place  the  country  had  been  ceded  to  Great  Britain — 
a  circumstance  that  was  not  known  there.  The  British  officer  who  took  possession  for  that  Crown  considered  the 
sale  as  illegal,  and  laid  hold  of  the  property;  and  the  purchaser,  a  Mr.  Beauvais,  and  his  descendants,  have  been 
kept  out  ever  since.  A  son  of  Mr.  Beauvais  now  lays  claim  to  it  in  virtue  of  the  purchase,  and  throws  himself 
upon  the  United  States  to  be  confirmed  in  what  yet  remains  of  the  property  for  which  his  fatlier  paid  a  ve[-y  large 
sum  of  money. 

E.  The  same  steps  were  taken  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  lands  that  were  claimed  by  the  people  at  Kahokia 
as  at  Kaskaskia,  and  after  due  examination,  orders  of  survey  for  such  as  fell  within  the  resolution  of  Congress 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Girardin,  the  only  person  that  could  be  found  in  all  that  country  who  understood 
any  thing  of  surveying.  There  are  a  good  many  persons  in  that  quarter,  also,  whose  claims  have  been  rejected, 
who,  nevertheless,  may  be  properly  considered  as  having  an  equitable  right,  at  least,  to  the  pre-emption. 

F.  No.  24  is  the  request  of  a  Mr.  Gibault  for  a  small  piece  of  land,  that  has  been  in  the  occupation  of  the  priests 
at  Kahokia,  for  a  long  time,  having  been  assigned  to  them  by  the  French;  but  he  wishes  to  possess  it  in  propriety; 
and  it  is  true  that  he  was  veiy  useful  to  General  Clarke  upon  many  occasions,  and  has  sulfered  very  considerable 
losses.  I  believe  no  injury  would  be  done  to  any  one  by  his  request  being  granted,  but  it  was  not  for  me  to  give 
away  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 

G.  No.  9  is  a  plot  of  the  reserved  tract,  including  Fort  Chartres.  It  is,  however,  to  be  observed,  that  part  of 
this  tract  appears  to  have  been  granted  before  the  country  was  in  possession  of  the  French. 

H.  Great  numbers  of  people  have  abandoned  the  Illinois  country,  and  gone  over  to  the  Spanish  territory.  A 
claim,  however,  is  still  kept  up  by  them  to  their  ancient  possessions;  but  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  very  few  grants 
were  made  by  the  French  in  fee  simple.  When  any  person  quitted  their  possessions,  the  soil  seems  to  have  re- 
verted, of  course,  to  the  domain  of  the  King,  and  was  re-granted  at  the  pleasure  of  the  officers  commanding.  It  is 
presumed  that,  strictly,  the  possessions  of  all  those  who  have  so  expatriated  themselves  are  fallen  to  the  United 
states,  had  they  even  been  granted  originally  in  fee  simple,  and  may  be  disposed  of  as  they  shall  see  fit;  but  the 
loss  of  the  people  is  severely  felt.  May  I  be  permitted  to  suggest  that  a  law  declaring  those  possessions  escheated, 
unless  the  former  owners  return  and  occupy  them  within  a  certain  time,  would  not  be  an  improper  measure.' 

I.  Mr.  Samuel  Baird  was  appointed  to  survey  the  lands  held  by  the  people  of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  run  the  lines 
that  had  been  directed  by  Congress,  to  embrace  the  donations.  On  examination  of  the  claims,  however,  it  was 
found  that  many  grants  of  land  had  been  made  which  would  fall  to  the  eastward  of  the  line  to  be  drawn  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  au  Marie,  and  as  all  grants  that  proceeded  either  from  the  Government  of  France,  that  oi'  Great 
Britain,  or  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  or  before  the  year  1783,  were  to  be  confirmed,  the  running  of  that  line  was 
delayed  until  Congress  should  be  informed  that  it  would  not  take  in  all  the  claims,  and  therefore  appeared  to  be 
incurring  an  unnecessary  expense. 

K.  1  he  donations  to  the  ancient  settlers  have  not  been  laid  out,  because,  at  Kaskaskia  and  the  Prairie  du 
Rocher,  no  person  could  be  found  to  do  it.  At  Kahokia  an  authority  was  given  to  Mr.  Girardin  for  that  purpose, 
but  nothing,  I  presume,  has  been  done  in  consequence  of  it:  for  the  alteration  that  was  made  in  the  location  of  these 
donations  by  the  act  of  the  29th  of  August,  from  the  west  to  the  east  side  of  the  Hills  or  Ridge  of  Rocks,  throws 
them  at  such  a  distance  from  their  present  possessions  (the  hills  being  of  a  considerable  breaath  and  not  very  fit 
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for  cultivation)  that,  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country,  they  could  not  possibly  occupy  them.    They 
humbly  pray  that  the  location  pointed  out  by  the  act  of  the  20th  of  June,  1788,  may  be  restored. 

L.  A  contract  subsists  between  Flint  and  Parker  and  the  late  Board  of  Treasury  for  a  great  tract  of  land  in  the 
Illinois  country.  No  part  of  the  contract  has,  I  believe,  been  complied  with  on  their  parts,  and  probably  never 
will;  but  if  it  is  not  attended  to  before  a  law  passes  for  erecting  an  otBce  for  the  sale  of  the  lands,  it  may  create 
embarrassments  hereafter. 

M.  Orders  of  survey  were  issued  for  all  the  claims  at  Kaskaskia  that  appeared  to  be  founded  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  and  surveys  were  made  of  the  greater  part  of  them.  A  part  only  of  those  surveys,  how- 
ever, have  been  returned,  because  the  people  objected  to  paying  the  surveyor,  and  it  is  too  true  that  they  are  ill  able 
to  pay.  The  Illinois  country,  as  well  as  that  upon  the  Ouabash,  has  been  involved  in  great  distress  ever  since  it 
fell  under  the  American  dominion.  With  great  cheerfulness  the  people  furnished  the  troops  under  General  Clarke, 
and  the  Illinois  regiment,  with  every  thing  they  could  spare,  and  often  with  much  more  than  tliey  could  spare,  with 
any  convenience  to  themselves:  most  of  the  certificates  for  those  supplies  are  still  in  their  hands,  unliquidated  and 
unpaid;  and  in  many  instances,  where  application  for  payment  has  been  made  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  under 
whose  authority  the  certificates  were  granted,  it  has  been  refused.  The  Illinois  regiment  being  disbanded, 
a  set  of  men,  pretending  the  authority  ol  Virginia,  embodied  themselves,  and  a  scene  of  general  depredation  and 
plunder  ensued.  To  this  succeeded  three  successive  and  extraordinary  inundations  from  the  Mississippi,  which 
either  swept  away  their  crops  or  prevented  their  being  planted.  The  loss  of  the  greatest  part  of  their  trade  with 
the  Indians,  which  was  a  great  resource,  came  upon  them  at  this  juncture,  as  well  us  the  hostile  incursions  of  some 
of  the  tribes  which  had  ever  before  been  iu  friendship  with  them;  and  to  these  was  added  the  loss  of  their  whole  last 
crop  of  corn  by  an  untimely  frost.  Extryme  misery  could  not  fail  to  be  the  consequence  of  such  accumulated  mis^ 
fortunes.  The  paper  No.  5  contains  the  orders  for  a  compensation  to  the  surveyor;  and  No.  6  is  the  representation 
of  the  people  praying  to  be  excused  fron/ paying  it. 

N.  Having  finished  the  business  at  Kaskaskia,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  at  that  time,  on  the  fifth  day  of  April  I 
embarked,  and  proceeded  up  the  Mississippi  to  Kahokia,  having  stopped  at  Fortde  Chartres,  and  visited  the  vdlage 
of  the  Pi-airie  du  Roclier,  which  is  about  a  league  distant  from  it,  by  land,  on  the  way.  Mr.  Baird  had  been  directed 
to  make  the  surveys  there  as  well  as  at  Kaskaskia,  and  the  same  objections  to  paying  for  them  were  raised  there  as 
at  the  latter  place.  No.  8  is  a  power  to  certain  of  the  inhabitants  to  make  representations  to  me  on  the  subject, 
which  was  done. 

O.  No  returns  of  survey  from  Kahokia  are  as  yet  come  to  hand,  and  it  is  probable  that  not  many  have  been 
made,  as  the  same  objections  to  paying  for  them  were  raised  here  as  elsewhere,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  are 
joined  in  the  remonstrances  which  have  been  made  by  those  of  the  other  villages. 

P.  When  the  two  emissions  of  paper  money  were  called  in  by  Congress,  a  considerable  sum  of  those  emissions 
were  lodged  in  the  office  of  a  notary  public  at  Kaskaskia,  by  the  direction  of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Illinois; 
there  it  yet  remains,  and  the  owners  have  received  no  satisfaction  for  it  of  any  kind.  They  complain  of  this,  and  it 
would  seem  not  without  reason. 

Q.  Before  I  close  this  report  it  may  be  necessary  to  mention  the  necessity  there  is  for  a  printing  press  in  the 
Western  territory.  The  laws  adopted,  or  made  by  the  Legislature,  are  declared  to  be  binding  upon  the  people  until 
they  are  disapproved  by  Congress.  There  is  no  way  of  giving  them  any  publicity  but  by  having  them  read  at  the 
courts,  and  but  few  people  become  thereby  acquainted  with  them;  even  the  magistrates  who  are  to  carry  them  into 
execution  are  strangers  to  them,  for  the  secretary  does  not  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty  to  furnish  them  with  copies. 
Indeed  the  business  of  his  office  increases  so  fast,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  it;  besides,  they  are  in  English, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants  do  not  understand  a  word  of  it;  the  translation  of  them,  therefore,  seems  to 
be  necessary,  and  that  a  sufficient  number  of  them  should  be  printed  in  both  languages;  and  that  can  only  be  done  in 
the  territory  where  the  original  rolls  are  deposited.  Every  public  act  and  communication,  of  what  kind  soever,  I 
was  myself  obliged  to  translate  into  French;  and  having  no  person  to  assist  me,  it  made  the  business  extremely  trou- 
blesome and  laborious.  ■ 

No.  7. 

Great  Run,  May  23,  1790. 

We,  your  petitioners,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  excellency  the  state  and  circunostances  of  a  number  of 
distressed  but  faithful  subjects  of  the  United  States  of  America,  wherein  we  wish  to  continue,  and  that,  under  your 
immediate  government;  but,  unless  our  principal  grievance  can  be  removed  by  your  excellency's  encouragement, 
we  shall  despair  of  holding  a  residence  in  the  State  we  love.  The  Indians,  who  have  not  failed  one  year  in  four  past 
to  kill  our  people,  steal  our  horses,  and  at  times  have  killed  and  drove  off  numbers  of  our  horned  cattle,  render  it 
impossible  for  us  to  live  in  the  country  any  way  but  in  forts  or  villages,  which  we  find  very  sickly  in  the  Mississippi 
bottom;  'neither  can  we  cultivate  our  land,  but  with  a  guard  of  our  inhabitants  equipped  with  arms;  nor  have  we 
more  tillable  land,  for  the  support  of  seventeen  families,  than  what  might  be  easily  tilled  by  four  of  us:  and  as  those 
lands  whereon  we  live  are  the  property  of  two  individuals,  it  is  uncertain  how  long  we  may  enjoy  the  scanty  privi- 
leges we  have  here;  nor  do  we  find  by  your  excellency's  proclamation  that  those  of  us  which  are  the  major  part,  who 
came  to  the  country  since  the  year  1783,  are  entitled  to  the  land  we  improved,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives,  with  a  design 
to  live  on.  Those,  with  many  other  difficulties  which  your  excellency  may  Ije  better  informed  of  by  our  reverend 
friend  Mr.  James  Smith,  hath  very  much  gloomed  the  aspect  of  a  number  of  the  free  and  loyal  subjects  of  the  United 
States.  In  consideration  of  which  your  petitioners  humbly  request,  that,  by  your  excellency's  command,  there  may 
be  a  village,  with  in-lots  and  out-lots  sufficient  for  families  to  subsist  on,  laid  out  and  established  in  or  near  the 
Prairie  de  Morivay.  We  know  the  other  American  settlers  near  the  Mississippi  to  be  in  equal  deplorable  circum- 
stances with  ourselves,  and,  consequently,  would  be  equally  benefited  by  the  privileges  we  ask;  and  that  those  of 
us  that  came  to  the  country  and  improved  land  since  the  year  1783,  may  be  confirmed  in  a  right  of  pre-emption  to 
■     their  improvements,  is  the  humble  request  of  your  petitioners;  and  we,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

f  JAMES  PIGGOT,  and  forty-five  others. 
To  His  Excellency  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Esq. 

Gov.  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  territory  of  the  U.  S.  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio. 

No.  14. 

CoHOS,  ^pril28,  1790. 
Sir: 

The  inhabitants  of  the  villages  of  the  Cohos,  and  Prairie  du  Pont,  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  connexion  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  of  the  seigniory  of  the  Cohos  with  the  domain 
of  the  States,  in  which  are  included  the  lands  and  commons  set  apart  for  their  cattle,  which  they  have  possessed  for 
several  years,  which  lands  you  have  led  them  to  hope  would  be  continued  to  them:  it  is  found  that,  by  adding  this 
seigniory  to  the  domain,  they  are  deprived  of  a  sufficiency  of  land  on  which  to  support  their  cattle,  and  of  wood 
not  only  for  building,  but  for  fuel. 

It  is  for  these  reasons,  sir,  that  they  have  recourse  to  your  clemency  and  bountiful  authority,  that  you  may  be 
pleased  to  grant  them  a  sufficient  common  surrounding  then-  lands,  which  shall  commence  by  a  line  drawn  between 
the  land  called  Ottach,  at  the  ei)d  of  the  morass  along  the  coasts,  running  at  two-thirds  of  a  league  above  the  coasts 
to  the  Mississippi,  and  taking  the  said  line  above  the  coasts  in  returning  northeast,  one-fourth  north,  to  the  end  of 
the  bounty  lands  granted  to  them  by  Congress,  and  which  are  bounded  by  a  straight  line  drawn  from  the  Mississippi 
to  that  running  two  miles  above  the  coasts.  This  small  portion  of  land  above  the  coasts  n'etant  remplie  d'entonoirs 
et  baa  fond,  which  render  it  unfit  for  cultivation,  at  the  same-  time  it  is  of  great  utility  to  them  on  account  of  the 
wood,  which  they  cannot  do  without. 
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We  request  you,  sir,  that  when  you  shall  be  pleased  to  put  us  in  possession  of  the  four  hundred  acres  of  bounty 
land  which  the  Congress  has  granted  to  each  family,  you  will  order  a  certain  breadth  of  front,  in  order  to  lurnish 
each  with  four  hundred  acres,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  line  which  shall  run  two  miles  above  the  coasts,  observing 
that  if  these  four  hundred  acres  were  given  by  a  square  of  twenty  acres,  some  of  them  would  be  found  to  fall  totally 
in  morass,  others  in  wood,  and  others  in  meadow;  and,  that  each  person  may  suifer  no  injury,  lots  may  be  cast  tor 
each  parcel.  ,  •      r 

We,  who  are  faithful  subjects  of  the  United  States,  expect  every  thing  from  your  equity. 

G.  AUBUNIERE,  and  thirteen  others. 

To  A.  St.  Clair,  Governor  General,  civil  and  military,  of  the  Illinois  country.  '' 

No.  24. 

Kahokia,  May  I,  1790. 

The  undersigned  memorialist  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  excellency,  that,  from  the  moment  of  tlie  con- 
quest of  the  Illinois  by  Colonel  George  Rogers  Clarke,  he  has  not  beeti  backward  in  venturing  liis  life  on  the  n>any 
occasions  in  which  he  found  that  his  presence  was  useful,  and  sometimes  necessary,  and  at  all  times  sacrificing  his 
property,  which  he  gave  for  the  support  of  the  troops,  at  the  same  price  that  he  could  have  received  in  Spanish  dol- 
lars, and  for  which,  however,  he  has  received  only  paper  dollars,  of  which  he  has  had  no  information  since  he  sent 
them  addressed  to  the  commissioner  of  Congress,  who  required  a  statement  of  the  depreciation  of  them  at  the  Belle 
Riviere  in  1783,  with  an  express  promise,  in  reply,  that  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  his  account,  because  it 
was  known  to  be  no  way  exaggerated. 

In  reality,  he  parted  with  his  tithes  and  his  beasts,  only  to  set  an  example  to  his  parishioners,  who  began  to  per- 
ceive that  it  was  intended  to  pillage  them,  and  abandon  them  afterwards,  which  really  took  place.  The  want  of 
seven  thousand  eight  hundred  livres,  of  which  the  non-payment  of  the  American  notes  has  deprived  hiin  the  use, 
has  obliged  him  to  sell  two  good  slaves,  who  would  now  be  the  suppoit  of  his  old  age,  and  lor  the  want  of  whom  he 
now  tinus  himself  dependent  on  the  public,  who,  although  well  served,  are  very  rarely  led  to  keep  their  promises, 
except  that  part,  who,  employing  his  time  in  their  service,  are  supported  by  the  secular  power,  that  is  to  say,  by  the 
civil  government. 

The  love  of  his  country  and  of  liberty  have  also  led  the  memorialist  to  reject  all  the  advantages  offered  to  him 
by  the  Spanish  Government.  And  he  endeavored  by  every  means  in  his  power,  by  exertions  and  exhortations,  and 
by  letters  to  the  principal  inhabitants,  to  retain  every  person  under  the  dominion  of  the  United  States,  in  expecta- 
tion ot  better  times,  and  giving  them  to  understand  that,  our  lives  and  property  being  employed  twelve  years  in  the 
aggrandisement  and  preservation  of  the  conquests  of  the  United  States,  would  at  last  receive  an  acknowledgment, 
and  be  compensated  by  the  enlightened  and  upright  ministers  who,  sooner  or  later,  would  come  to  examine  into,  and 
relieve  us  from,  our  sad  situation.  We  begin  to  see  the  accomplishment  of  these  hopes,  under  the  happy  government 
of  your  excellency,  and  as  your  memorialist  has  reason  to  believe,  froin  proofs  which  would  be  too  long  to  explain 
here,  one  of  the  number  who  has  been  the  most  forward  in  risking  his  life  and  fortune  for  his  country. 

He  also  hopes  that  his  demand  will  be  listened  to  favorably.  It  is  this:  The  missionaries,  like  lords,  have  at  all 
times  possessed  two  tracts  of  land  near  this  village,  one  three  acres  in  front,  which  produces  but  little  hay,  three- 
quarters  being  useless  by  a  great  morass,  the  other  of  two  acres  in  front,  which  may  be  cultivated,  and  which  the 
memorialist  will  have  cultivated  with  care,  and  proposes  to  have  a  dwelling  erected  on  it,  with  a  garden  and  orchard, 
in  case  his  claim  is  accepted.  Your  excellency  may  think,  perhaps,  that  this  might  injure  some  of  the  inhabitants;  , 
but  it  will  not.  It  would  be  difficult  to  hire  them  to  cause  an  enclosure  to  be  made  of  the  size  of  these  tracts,  so 
much  landhave  they  more  than  they  can  cultivate.  May  it  please  your  excellency,  then,  to  grant  them  to  the  memorialist 
as  belonging  to  the  domain  of  the  United  States,  and  to  give  him  a  concession  to  be  enjoyed  in  full  propriety  in  his 
private  name,  and  not  as  to  a  missionary  and  priest,  to  pass  to  his  successor,  otherwise  the  memorialist,  not  wishing 
to  labor  for  others,  would  not  accept  it.  It  is  for  the  services  he  has  already  rendered,  and  those  which  he  still  hopes 
to  render,  as  far  as  circumstances  may  offer,  and  he  may  be  capable,  and  particularly  on  the  bounty  with  which  you 
relieve  those  who  stand  in  need  of  assistance,  that  he  founds  his  demand.  In  hopes  of  being  soon  of  the  number  of 
those  who  praise  Heaven  for  your  fortunate  arrival  in  this  country,  and  who  desire  your  prosperity  in  every  thing, 
your  memorialist  has  the  honor  of  being,  with  the  most  profound  respect. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

P.  GIBAULT,  Priest. 

To  His  Excellency  Arthur  St.  Clair, 

Major  General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales,  Governor  of  the  territory  possessed  by 
the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  ^-c  ^-c. 

[No.  9,  the  plat  referred  to  on  page  19,  is  here  purposely  omitted.  ] 

No.  5. 

Kaskaskia,  June  5,  1790. 
BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Mr.  Baird,  the  surveyor  appointed  to  survey  the  lands  held  by  the  inhabitants  at  the  Prairie  du  Rocher,  bavin" 
executed  that  business  as  far  as  claimants  appeared,  is  to  be  paid  for  his  services  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  a  half 
per  mile,  reckoning  upon  one  line  in  the  length  of  each  survey,  and  two  dollars  for  each  lot  in  the  village.  When 
that  expense  is  defrayed,  new  concessions  will  be  made  out  for  the  proprietors  as  soon  as  possible. 

ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Prairie  du  Rocher. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  Miijor^Hamtramck,  at  Post  St.  Vincennes,  dated 

Port  Steuben,  Jaiiuary  23,  1790. 
"  It  is  with  great  pain  that  I  have  heard  of  the  scarcity  of  corn  which  reigns  in  the  settlements  about  the  post. 
I  hope  it  has  been  exaggerated,  but  it  is  represented  to  me  that,  unless  a  supply  of  that  article  can  be  sent  forward,  the 
people  must  actually  starve.  Corn  can  be  had  here  in  any  quantity,  but  can  the  people  pay  for  it.-^  I  entreat  to  inquire 
into  that  matter,  and  if  you  find  that  they  cannot  do  without  it,  write  to  the  contractor's  agent  here,  to  whom  I  will 
give  orders  to  send  forward  such  quantity  as  you  may  find  to  be  absolutely  necessary.  They  must  pay  for  what  they 
can  of  it,  but  they  must  not  be  suffered  to  perish;  and  though  I  have  no  direct  authority  from  the  Government  for 
this  purpose,  I  must  take  it  upon  myself." 

No.  6. 

To  His  Excellency  Arthur  St.  Clair,  jB*?.  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kaskaskia,  la  Prairie  du  Rocher,  and 
Kahokia,  county  qf  St.  Clair,  humbly  showeth: 

.    .  l^^S-'  ^y  ^^  *ct  of  the  Congress,  of  20th  June,  1788,  it  was  declared  that  the  lands  theretofore  possessed  bv  the 
said  mhabitants  should  be  surveyed  at  their  expense,  and  that  this  clause  appears  to  them  neither  necessary  nor 
4  p 
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adapted  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people.  It  does  not  appear  necessaiy,  because,  from  the  establishment  of  the  colo- 
ny to  this  day,  they  have  enjoyed  their  property  and  possessions  without  disputes  or  lawsuits  on  the  subject  of  their 
limits;  that  the  surveys  of  them  were  made  at  the  time  the  concessions  were  obtained  from  their  ancient  Kings,  Lords, 
or  Commandants:  and  that  each  of  them  knew  what  belonged  to  him,  without  attempting  an  encroachment  on  his 
neighbor,  or  fearing  that  his  neighbor  would  encroach  on  him.  It  does  not  appear  adapted  to  pacify  them,  because, 
instead  of  assuring  to  them  the  peaceable  possession  of  their  ancient  inheritances,  as  they  have  enjoyed  it  till  now, 
that  clause  obliges  them  to  bear  expenses  which,  in  their  present  situation,  they  are  absolutely  incapable  of  paying, 
and  for  the  failure  of  which  they  must  be  deprived  of  their  lands. 

Your  excellency  is  an  eye-witness  of  the  poverty  to  which  the  inhabitants  are  reduced,  and  of  the  total  want  of 
provisions  to  subsist  on.  Not  knowing  where  to  find  a  morsel  of  bread  to  nourish  their  families,  by  v/hat  means  can 
they  support  the  expense  of  a  survey  which  has  not  been  sought  for  on  their  parts,  and  for  which  it  is  conceived  by 
them  there  is  no  necessity?  Loaded  with  misery,  and  groaning  under  the  weight  of  misfortunes,  accumulated  since  the 
Virginia  troops  entered  their  country,  the  unhappy  inhabitants  throw  themselves  under  the  protection  of  your  ex- 
cellency, and  take  the  liberty  to  solicit  you  to  lay  their  deplorable  situation  before  Congress;  and  as  it  may  be  inter- 
esting for  the  United  States  to  know  exactly  the  extent  and  limits  of  their  ancient  possessions,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  lands  which  are  yet  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  it  appears  to  them,  in  their  humble  opinion,  that  the  expense  of 
survey  ought  more  properly  to  be  borne  by  Congress,  for  whom  alone  it  is  useful,  than  by  them  who  do  not  feel 
the  necessity  of  it.  Besides,  this  is  no  object  for  tlie  United  States;  butit  is  great,  too  great,  for  a  few  unhappy  beings 
who  your  excellency  sees  yourselfare  scarcely  able  to  support  their  pitiful  existence. 

To  these  motives  they  venture  to  add  that  of  the  generosity  worthy  of  a  great  people:  the  taking  upon  them  a 
burthen  too  heavy  for  a  small  number  of  unhappy  individuals  will  give  lustre  to  their  dignity. 

They  venture  to  hope  that  the  paternal  goodness  of  your  excellency  towards  your  adopted  children  will  induce 
you  to  present  their  Iwimble  supplication  to  the  honorable  Congress,  and  thatyou  Will  second  it  with  your  protection. 

They  will  evei-  pray  to  heaven  for  the  preservation  and  prosperity  of  your  excellency. 

P.  GIBAULT,  Priest,  and  eighty-seven  others. 

County  of  St.  Clair,  June  9,  1T90. 


Ist  Congress. ]  No.  8.  [3d  Session. 

VIRGINIA   MILITARY    BOUNTY   LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO   THE    SENATE,    MARCH   3,    1791. 

Mr.  Monroe,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Ran- 
dolph to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  containing  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  relative  to 
the  bounty  lands  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line;  and  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  resolutions 
of  the  same  Legislature  upon  the  claims  of  sundry  individuals,  with  the  papers  accompanying  them,  made  the 
following  report: 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  provisions  made  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment  to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto,"  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  sufficiently  extensive  to 
enable  the  said  officers  and  soldiers,  or  their  legal  representatives,  to  obtain  patents  for  the  bounty  lands  promised 
them  by  acts  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  that  further  legislative 
inteiferencc  seems  unnecessary. 

[See  No.  6.] 


2d  Congress.]  JVq.   9.  [1st  Sessio.v- 

UNCLAIMED  LANDS  IN  THE  TERRITORY  CEDED  BY  NORTH  CAROLINA,  IN  THE  NORTH 
AND  SOUTHWESTERN  TERRITORIES. 

communicated  to  congress,  on  the  10th  QF   NOVEMBER,  1791. 

United  States,  November  10,  1791. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  resolution  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
an  estimate  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  at  their  next  session,  of  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the  lands  not  claimed 
by  the  Indians,  nor  granted  to,  nor  claimed  by,  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  within  the  territory  ceded 
to  the  United  States'by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  has  been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  a  copy  of  whose  report  on  that  subject  I  now  lay  before  you, 
together  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  accompanying  it. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia,  November  8,  1791. 
Sir: 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  report  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the  Northwestern  and 
Southwestern  Territories,  unclaimed  either  by  Indians  or  by  citizens  of  these  States. 

In  order  to  make  the  estimate  of  their  quantity  and  situation,  as  desired  by  the  Legislature,  it  appeared  neces- 
sary, first,  to  delineate  the  Indian  boundaries  which  circumscribe  those  territories,  and  then,  to  present  a  statement 
of  all  claims  of  citizens  within  the  same;  from  whence  results  the  residuary  unclaimed  mass,  whereon  any  land  law 
the  Legislature  may  think  proper  to  pass  may  operate  immediately,  and  without  obstruction. 


1791.]  UNCLAIMED   LANDS,   &c.  23 

I  have  not  presumed  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  the  several  claims,  nor,  consequently,  to  investigate  them  minutely; 
this  will  only  be  proper,  when  such  of  them  as  may  be  thought  doubtful,  if  there  should  be  any  such,  shall  be  taken 
up  for  final  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect  and  attachment, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
requesting  the  President  "  to  cause  an  estimate  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  at  their  next  session,  of  the  quantity 
and  situation  of  the  lands  nut  claimed  by  the  Indians,  nor  granted  to,  nor  claimed  by,  any  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  within  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  within  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  makes  thereon  the  following  report: 

The  territory  ceded  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States,  by  deed  bearing  date  the  25th  day  of 
February,  1790,  is  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  in  tlie  boundary  between  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  that 
is  to  say,  in  the  parallel  of  latitude  SSj  degrees  north  from  the  equator  on  the  extreme  height  of  the  Stone  mountain, 
where  the  said  boundary  or  parallel  intersects  it,  and,  running  thence  along  the  said  extreme  height,  to  the  place 
where  Watauga  river  breaks  through  it;  thence  a  direct  course  to  the  top  ot  the  Yellow,  mountain,  where  Bright's 
road  crosses  the  same;  thence  along  the  ridge  of  the  said  mountain,  between  the  waters  of  Doe  river  and  the  waters 
of  Rock  creek,  to  the  place  where  the  road  crosses  the  Iron  mountain;  from  thence  along  the  extreme  height  of  said 
mountain  to  where  Nolichucky  river  runs  through  the  same;  thence  to  the  top  of  the  Bald  mountain;  thence  along 
the  extreme  height  of  the  said  mountain  to  the  Painted  rock  on  French  Broad  river;  thence  along  the  highest  ridge 
of  the  said  mountain  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  the  Great  Iron  or  Smoky  mountain;  thence  along  the  extreme 
height  of  the  said  mountain  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  Unaka  mountain,  between  the  Indian  towns  of  Cowee  and 
Old  Chota;  thence  along  the  main  ridge  of  the  said  mountain  to  the  Southern  boundary  of  the  said  State  of  North 
Carolina,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  35  degrees  north  from  the  equator;  thence,  westwardly,  along  the 
said  boundary  or  parallel  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  said  river  to  where  it  is 
intersected  by  the  first  mentioned  parallel  of  865  degrees;  thence  along  the  said  parallel  to  the  beginning:  which 
tract  of  country  is  a  degree  and  a  half  of  latitude  from  north  to  south,  and  about  thiee  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  in 
general,  from  east  to  west,  as  nearly  as  may  be  estimated  from  such  maps  as  exist  of  that  country. 

The  Indians,  having  claims  tyithin  the  said  tract  of  country,  are  the  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws,  whose  bounda- 
ries are  settled  by  the  treaties  of  Hopewell,  concluded  with  the  Cherokees  on  the  28th  day  of  November,  1785,  and 
with  the  Chickasaws  on  the  10th  day  of  January,  1786,  and  by  the  treaty  of  Holston,  concluded  with  the  Cherokees 
July  2d,  1791.  These  treaties  acknowledge  to  the  said  Indians  all  the  lands  westward  and  southward  of  the  following 
lines,  to  wit:  Beginning  in  the  boundary  between  South  and  North  Carolina  where  the  South  Carolina  Indian  boun- 
dary strikes  the  same;  thence,  north,  to  a  point  from  which  a  line  is  to  be  extended  to  the  river  Clinch  that  shall  pass 
the  Holston  at  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  lunning  into  Little  river  from  those  running  into  the  Tennessee; 
thence  up  the  river  Clinch  to  Campbell's  line,  and  along  the  same  to  the  top  of  the  Cumberland  mountain;  thence, 
in  a  direct  course  towards  the  Cumberland  river,  where  the  Kentucky  road  crosses  it,  as  far  as  the  Virginia  line  or 
parallel  aforesaid  of  361  degrees;  thence  westwardly  or  eastwardly,  asthe  case  shall  be,  along  the  said  line  or  paral- 
lel to  the  point  thereof,  which  is  due  northeast  from  another  point,  to  be  taken  on  the  dividing  ridge  of  Cumberland 
and  Duck  rivers,  forty  miles  from  Nashville;  thence,  southwest,  to  the  point  last  mentioned  on  the  said  dividing  ridge, 
and  along  the  said  dividing  ridge  northwestwardly  to  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  said  Virginia  line  or  parallel  of 
365  degrees.  So  that  there  remained  to  the  United  States  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  lands  westward  and  south- 
ward of  the  said  lines,  and  the  absolute  right  to  those  northward  thereof,  that  is  to  say;  to  one  parcel  to  the  east- 
ward, somewhat  triangular,  comprehending  the  counties  of  Sullivan  and  Washington,  and  parts  of  those  of  Greene 
and  Hawkins,  running  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  east  to  west  on  the  Virginia  boundary  as  its  base, 
and  between  eighty  and  ninety  miles  tfrom  north  to  south,  where  broadest;  and  containing,  as  may  be  conjectured, 
without  pretencling  to  accuracy,  between  seven  and  eight  thousand  square  miles,  or  about  five  millions  of  acres;  and 
to  one  other  parcel  to  the  westward,  somewhat  triangular  also,  comprehending  parts  of  the  counties  of  Sumner,  Da- 
vidson, and  Tennessee,  the  base  whereof  extends  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  also  from  east  to  west,  on  the 
same  Virginia  line;  and  its  height,  from  north  to  south,  about  fifty-five  miles,  and  so  may  compreliend  about  four 
thousand  square  miles,  or  upwards  of  two  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of  laud. 

Within  these  triangles,  however,  are  the  following  claims  of  citizens,  reserved  by  the  deed  of  cession,  and,  con- 
sequently, forming  exceptions  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States: 

I.  Appropriations  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  their  continental  and  State  officers  and  soldiers. 

II.  Grants,  and  titles  to  grants  vested  in  individuals  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

III.  Entries  made  in  Armstrong's  office,  under  an  act  of  tliat  State  of  1783,  for  the  redemption  of  specie  and 
other  certificates. 

The  claims  covered  by  the  first  reservation  are, 

1st.  The  bounties  in  land  given  by  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina  to  their  continental  line,  in  addition  to  those 
given  by  Congress-  These  were  to  be  located  within  a  district  bounded  northwardly  by  the  Virginia  line,  and  south- 
wardly by  a  line  parallel  thereto,  and  fifty-five  miles  distant;  westwardly  by  the  Tennessee,  and  eastwardly  by  the  me- 
ridian of  the  intersection  of  the  Virginia  line  and  Cumberland  river.  Grants  have  accordingly  issued  for  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  acres,  and  warrants  for  the  further  quan- 
tity of  one  million  five  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres,  making,  together,  two 
mdlions  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousaitd  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres.  It  is  to  be  noted  tha't  the 
southwestern  and  southeastern  angles  of  this  district,  constituting  perhaps  a  fourth  oi-  a  fifth  of  the  whole,  ai-e  south 
of  the  lines  established  by  the  treaties  of  Hopewell  and  Holston,  and,  consequently  in  a  country  wherein  the  Indian 
title  is  acknowledged  and  guarantied  by  the  United  States.  No  information  is  received  of  the  exact  proportion  of 
the  locations  made  within  these  angles. 

2nd.  Bounties  in  land  to  Evans's  battalion,  raised  for  State  purposes.  These  were  to  be  taken  west  of  the  Cum- 
berland mountain.    The  locations  are  not  yet  made. 

The  second  reservation  covers  the  following  claims: 

1st.  Lands  for  the  Surveyor  General's  fees  for  laying  out  the  military  bounties,  to  be  located  in  the  military  dis- 
trict.    The  grants  already  issued  on  this  account  amount  to  thirty  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  acres. 

2nd.  Grants  to  Isaac  Shelby,  Anthony  Bledsoe,  and  Absalom  Tatum,  commissioners  for  laying  out  the  military 
bounties;  and  to  guards,  chain  carriers,  markers,  and  hunters,  who  attended  them,  already  issued  to  the  amount  of 
sixty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres,  located,  in  the  military  district. 

3rd.  Entries  in  Washington  county,  amounting  to  seven  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  six- 
ty-two and  an  halt  acres,  tor  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-nine  and  three  quarters  of 
which  grants  have  already  issued.  Ot  the  remaining  five  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  and  three  quarters  acres,  a  considerable  proportion  were  declared  void  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  were 
particularly  excluded  from  the  cover  o(  the  reservation  in  the  deed  of  cession  by  this  clause  in  it,  to  wit:  "  Provided 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  the  making  good  any  entry  or  entries,  or  any 
grant  or  grants,  heretofore  declared  void,  by  any  act  or  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State."  Still  it  is  to  be 
considered  that  many  ot  these  persons  have  settled  and  improved  the  lands,  are  willing,  as  is  said,  to  comply  with 
such  conditions  as  shall  be  required  of  other  purchasers,  form  a  strong  barrier  on  the  new  frontier  acquired  by  the 
treaty  of  Holston,  and  are,  therefore,  objects  meriting  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature, 
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4th.  Entries  in  Sullivan  county,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-four 
acresj  for  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres  of  which  grants  have  already 
issued.  Of  the  remaining  entries,  many  are  certified  to  be  void,  and  others  understood  to  be  lapsed,  or  otherwise 
voidable,  under  the  laws  of  the  State. 

5th.  Certain  pre-emption  rights  granted  to  the  first  settlers  of  Davidson  county,  on  Cumberland  river,  amounting 
to  three  hundred  and  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

6th.  A  grant  of  two  hundred  thousand  acres  to  Richard  Henderson  and  others  on  Powel's  and  Clinch's  rivers, 
extending  up  Powel's  river  iri  a  breadth  of  not  less  than  four  miles,  and  down  Clinch's  from  their  junction  in  a 
breadth  not  less  than  twelve  miles.     A  great  part  of  this  is  within  the  Indian  territory. 

Among  the  grants  of  the  State  now  under  recapitulation,  as  forming  exceptions  out  of  the  absolute  rights  of  the 
United  States,  are  not  to  be  reckoned  here  two  giants,  of  two  thousand  acres  each,  to  Alexander  Martin  and  David 
Wilson,  adjacent  to  the  lands  allotted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers;  uor  a  grant  of  twenty -five  thousand  acres  on  Duck, 
river,  to  the  late  Major  General  Greene;  because  they  are  wholly  within  the  Indian  territory,  as  acknowledged  by 
the  treaties  of  Hopewell  and  Holston. 

The  extent  of  the  third  reservation  in  favor  of  entries  made  in  Armstrong's  office,  is  not  yet  entirely  known,  nor 
can  be  till  the  20th  of  December.  1792,  the  last  day  given  for  perfecting  them.  The  sum  of  certificates,  however, 
which  had  been  paid  for  these  warrants  into  the  treasury  of  the  State,  before  the  20th  day  of  May,  1790,  reaches,  in 
all  probability,  near  to  their  whole  amount.  This  was  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty-nine  piiunds  six  shillings  and  five  pence  currency  of  that  State,  and,  at  the  price  of  ten  pounds  the  hundred 
acres,  established  by  law,  shows  that  warrants  had  issued  for  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres-  For  one  million  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty 
of  these,  grants  have  passed,  which  appear  to  have  been  located  partly  in  the  counties  of  Green  and  Hawkins,  and 
partly  in  the  country  from  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  as  divided  into  eastern,  middle,  and  western  districts.  Almost 
the  whole  of  these  locations  are  within  the  Indian  territory.  Besides  the  warrants  paid  for,  as  beforementioned,  it 
is  known  that  there  are  same  others  outstanding  and  not  paid  for;  but,  perhaps,  these  need  not  be  taken  into 
account,  as  payment  of  them  has  been  disputed,  on  the  ground  that  the  lands,  being  within  the  Indian  territory, 
cannot,  now.  be  delivered  to  the  holders  of  the  warrants. 

On  a  review  of  all  the  reservations,  after  making  such  conjectural  allowance  as  our  information  authorizes,  for 
the  proportion  of  them  which  may  lie  within  the  Indian  boundaries,  it  appears  probable  that  they  cover  all  the  ceded 
lands  susceptible  of  culture,  and  cleared  of  the  Indian  title,  that  is  to  say,  all  the  habitable  parts  of  the  two  triangle* 
beforementioned,  excepting  only  the  lands  south  of  French  Broad  and  Big  Pidgeon  rivers.  These  were  part  of  the 
tract  appropriated  by  the  laws  of  the  State  to  the  use  of  the  Indians,  whose  title,  being  purchased  at  the  late  treaty 
of  Holston,  they  are  now  free  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  and  are  probably  the  only  lands  open  to  their 
disposal,  within  this  southwestern  territory,  which  can  excite  the  attention  of  purchasers.  They  are  supposed  to 
amount  to  about  three  hundred  thousand  acres,  and  we  are  told  that  three  hundred  families  have  already  set  down 
upon  thein  without  right  or  licence. 

The  tenitoiy  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  that  river,  on  the  east  by 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  north  and  west  by  the  lines  which  divide  the  United  States  from  the  dominions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain anil  Spain. 

The  part  of  this  territory  occupied  by  Indians  is  north  and  west  of  the  following  lines,  established  with  the  Wy- 
andots,  Delawares,  Chippewas,  and  Ottawas,  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  and,  with  the  Shawanese,  by 
that  of  the  Great  Miami,  to  wit:  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cayahoga,  and  running  up  the  river  to  the  portage 
between  that  and  the  Tuscaroras  branch  of  the  Muskingum;  then,  down  the  said  branch  to  the  forks  at  the  crossing 
place  above  Fort  Lawrence;  then,  westwardly,  towards  the  portage  of  the  Big  Miami,  to  the  main  branch  of  that  river; 
then  down  the  Miami  to  the  fork  of  that  river  next  below  the  Old  Fort,  which  was  taken  by  the  French  in  1752; 
thence,  due  west,  to  the  river  de  la  Panse,  and  down  that  river  to  the  Wabash.  So  far  the  lines  are  precisely  defined, 
and  the  whole  country  southward  of  these  lines,  and  eastward  of  the  Wabash,  cleared  of  the  claims  of  those  Indians, 
as  it  is  also  of  those  of  the  Pattawatamies  and  Sacs,  by  the  treaty  of  Muskingum.  How  far,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Wabash,  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Indians  has  been  defined,  we  know  not.  It  is  only  understood,  in  general, 
that  their  title  to  the  lower  country,  between  that  river  and  the  Illinois,  has  been  formerly  extinguished  by  the 
French  while  in  their  possession.  As  to  that  country,  then,  and  what  lies  still  beyond  the  Illinois,  it  would  seem 
expedient  that  nothing  be  dune  till  a  fair  ascertainment  of  boundary  can  take  place,  by  mutual  consent,  between  us 
and  the  Indians  interested. 

The  country  within  the  Wabash,  the  Indian  line  before  described,  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  the  Ohio,  contains, 
on  a  loose  estimate,  about  fifty-five  thousand  square  miles,  or  thirty  five  millions  of  acres. 

During  the  British  Government,  great  numbers  of  persons  had  formed  themselves  into  companies  under  different 
names,  such  as  the  Ohio,  the  Wabash,  the  Illinois,  the  Mississippi,  or  Vandalia  companies,  and  had  covered  with 
their  applications  a  great  part  of  this  territory.  Some  of  them  had  obtained  orders  on  certain  conditions,  which, 
having  never  been  fulfilled,  their  titles  were  never  completed  by  grants.  Others  were  only  in  a  state  of  negotiation, 
when  the  British  authority  was  discontinued.  Some  of  these  claims  being  already  undera  special  reference  by  order 
of  Congress,  and  all  of  them,  probably,  falling  under  the  operation  of  the  same  principles,  they  will  not  be  noticed  in 
the  present  report. 

The  claims  of  citizens  to  be  here  stated  will  be,  I.  Those  reserved  by  the  States  in  their  deeds  of  cession; 
II.  Those  which  have  arisen  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States  themselves. 

Under  the  first  head  presents  itself  the  tract  of  country  from  the  completion  of  the  41st  degree  to  42°  2*  of 
north  latitude,  and  extending  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  beforementioned  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  westward, 
not  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  Connecticut,  while  all  the  country  westward  thereof  was  mentioned  to  be  ceded. 
About  two  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of  this  may,  perhaps,  be  without  the  Indian  lines  before  mentioned. 

2d.  A  reservation  in  the  deed  of  Virginia  of  the  possessions  and  titles  of  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabit- 
ants, and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskias,  St.  Vincent's,  and  the  neighboring  villages,  who  had  professed  themselves 
citizens  of  Virginia;  which  rights  have  been  settled  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  \n  act  for 
granting  lands  to  the  inhabitants  and  settlers  at  Vincennes,  and  the  Illinois  country,  in  the  territory  northwest  oF 
the  Ohio,  and  for  confirming  them  in  their  possessions."  These  lands  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  several  villages. 
3d.  A  reservation  in  the  same  deed  of  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  for 
General  George  Rogers  Clarke,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  regiment,  who  were  at  the  reduction  of  Kaskas- 
kias and  St.  Vincennes,  to  be  laid  off  in  such  place,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  as  a  majority  of  the  officers 
should  choose.  They  chose  they  should  be  laid  off  on  the  river,  adjacent  to  the  rapids,  which,  accordingly,  has 
been  done. 

4ih.  A  reservation  in  the  same  deed,  of  lands  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  to  make  up  to  the  Virginia 
troops,  on  continental  establishment,  the  quantity  which  the  good  lands  in  their  southern  allotment  might  fall  short 
of  the  bounties  given  them  by  the  laws  of  that  State.  By  a  statement  of  the  16th  of  September,  1788,  it  appears  that 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  and  forty-five  acres  and  two- thirds  had  been  surveyed  for  them  on  the 
southeastern  side  of  the  Ohio;  that  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety -five  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  acres  and  one-third  had  been  surveyed  on  the  northwestern  side;  that  warrants  for  six  hundred  and  forty-nine 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty -nine  acres  more,  to  be  laid  off  on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  surveyor,  and  it  was  supposed  there  might  still  be  some  few  warrants  not  yet  presented:  so  that  this  reservation 
may  be  stated  at  two  millions  forty -five  thousand  and  thirty-four  acres  and  one-third,  or  perhaps  some  small  matter 
more. 

II.    The  claims  of  individual  citizens,  derived  from  the  United  States  themselves,  are  the  following: 
1st.  Those  of  the  continental  army,  founded  on  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  September  1 6th,  1776,  August  12th 
and  September  30th,  1780,  and  fixed  by  the  ordinance  of  May  20th,  1785,  the  resolution  of  October  22d,  1787,  and 
the  supplementary  ordinance  of  July  9th,  1788,  in  the  seven  ranges  of  townships,  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  Ohio 
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due  north  from  the  western  termination  of  a  line  then  lately  run,  as  the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania;  or,  in 
a  second  tract  of  a  million  of  acres,  bounded  east  by  the  seventh  range  of  the  said  townships;  south,  by  the  lands  of 
Cutler  and  Sargent;  north,  by  an  extension  of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  said  townships,  and  going  towards  the 
west  so  far  as  to  include  the  above  quantity;  or,  lastly,  in  a  third  tract  of  country,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  and  running  up  the  Mississippi  to  the  river  au  Vause;  thence  up  the  same,  till  it  meets  a  west  line  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Little  Wabash;  thence  along  that  line  to  the  Great  Wabash;  thence  down  the  same  and  the  Ohio  to 
the  beginning.  The  sum  total  of  the  said  military  claims  is  one  million  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  and 
eight  hundred  acres. 

2d.  Those  of  the  individuals  who  made  purchases  of  land  at  New  York,  within  the  said  seven  ranges  of  town- 
ships, according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  April  21st,  1787,  and  the  supplementary  ordinance  of  July  9th,  1788, 
which  claims  amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-sis  acres. 

3d.  The  purchase  of  one  million  and  a  half  acres  of  land  by  Cutler  and  Sargent,  on  behalf  of  certain  individuals 
associated  under  the  name  of  the  Ohio  Company.  This  begins  where  the  Ohio  is  intersected  by  the  western  bound- 
ary of  the  seventh  range  of  townships,  and  runs  due  north  on  that  boundary  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  six 
chains  and  twenty -five  links;  thence  due  west,  to  the  westernboundary  of  the  seventeenth  range  of  townships;  thence, 
due  south,  to  the  Ohio,  and  up  that  river  to  the  beginning:  the  whole  area  coataining  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  whereof  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  consisting  of  various  lots  and  townships,  are  reserved  to  the  United  States. 

4th.  The  purchase  by  the  same  Cutler  and  Sargent,  on  behalf  also  of  themselves  and  others.  This  begins  at  the 
northeastern  angle  of  the  tract  of  their  purchase  before  described,  and  runs  due  north  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  tenth  tovvnship  from  the  Ohio;  thence,  due  west,  to  the  Scioto;  thence  down  the  same,  and  up  the  Ohio,  to  the 
southwestern  angle  of  the  said  purchase  before  described,  and  along  the  western  and  northern  boundaries  thereof,  to 
the  beginning:  the  whole  area  containing  four  millions  nine  hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  land;  out  of  which,  however,  five  lots,  to  wit,  Nos.  8,  U,  16,  26,  and  29,  of  every  township  of  six  miles  square, 
are  retained  by  the  United  States;  and  out  of  the  whole  are  retained  the  three  townships  of  Gnadenhutten,  Schoen- 
brunn,  and  Salem,  and  certain  lands  around  them,  as  will  be  hereafter  mentioned. 

5th.  The  purchase  of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Great  Miami;  on  the  south,  by  the  Ohio; 
on  the  east,  by  a  line  which  is  to  begin  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio,  twenty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami, 
as  measured  along  the  several  courses  of  the  Ohio,  and  to  run  parallel  with  the  general  course  of  the  said  Great 
Miami;  and  on  the  north,  by  an  east  and  west  line,  so  run  as  to  include  a  million  oi  acres  in  the  whole  area;  whereof 
five  lots,  numbered  as  before  mentioned,  are  reserved  out  of  every  township  by  the  United  States. 

It  is  suggested  that  this  purchaser,  under  color  of  a  first  and  larger  proposition  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  which 
was  never  closed,  (but  pending  that  proposition)  sold  sundry  parcels  of  land  between  his  eastern  boundary  before 
mentioned  and  the  Little  Miami,  and  that  the  purchasers  have  settled  thereon.  If  these  suggestions  prove  true,  the 
settlers  will,  perhaps,  be  thought  to  merit  the  favor  of  the  Legislature  as  purchasers  for  valuable  consideration,  and 
without  notice  of  the  defect  of  title. 

The  contracts  for  lands,  which  were  at  one  time  under  consideration  with  Messrs.  Flint  and  Parker,  and  with 
Colonel  Morgan,  were  never  so  far  prosecuted  as  to  bring  either  party  under  any  obligation.  All  proceedings  thereon 
were  discontinued  at  a  very  early  stage,  and  it  is  supposed  that  no  further  views  exist  with  any  party.  These,  there- 
fore, are  not  to  be  enumerated  among  existing  claims. 

6th.  Three  townships  were  reserved  by  the  ordinance  of  May  20th,  1785,  adjacent  to  Lake  Erie,  for  refugees  from 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other  purposes,  according  to  resolutions  of  Congress  made,  or  to  be  made,  on  that 
subject.    These  would,  of  course,  contain  sixty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

7th.  The  same.ordinance  of  May  20th,  1785,  appropriated  the  three  towns  of  Gnadenhutten,  Schoenbrunn,  and 
Salem,  on  the  Muskingum,  for  the  Christian  Indians  formerly  settled  there,  or  the  remains  of  that  society,  with  the 
grounds  round  about  them;  and  the  quantity  of  the  said  circumjacent  grounds  for  each  of  the  said  towns  was  deter- 
mined, by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  September  3d,  1788,  to  be  so  much  as,  with  the  plat  of  its  respective  town, 
should  make  up  four  thousand  acres;  so  that  the  three  towns  and  their  circumjacent  lands  were  to  amount  to  twelve 
thousand  acres.  This  reservation  was  accordingly  made  out  of  the  larger  purchase  of  Cutler  and  Sargent,  which 
comprehended  them.  The  Indians,  however,  for  whom  the  reservation  was  made,  have  chosen  to  emigrate  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States;  so  that  the  lands  reserved  for  them  still  remain  to  the  United  States. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  United  States  may  rightfully  dispose  of  all  the  lands  between  the  Wabash,  the 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  the  forty-first  parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  Indian  lines  described  in  the  treaties  of  the  Great 
Miami  and  Fort  Mcintosh,  with  exceptions  only  of  the  rights  saved  by  the  deed  of  cession  of  Virginia,  and  of  all 
rights  legally  derived  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  supposing  the  part  south  of  the  Indian  lines  to 
contain,  as  before  conjectured,  about  thirty-five  millions  of  acres,  and  that  the  claims  of  citizens  before  enumerated 
may  amount  to  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  millions,  there  remain  at  the  disposal  of  the  United  States  upwards  of 
twenty-one  millions  of  acres  in  this  northwestern  quarter. 

And,  though  the  want  of  actual  surveys  of  some  parts,  and  of  a  general  delineation  of  the  whole  on  paper,  so  as 
to  exhibit  to  the  eye  the  locations,  forms,  and  relative  positions  of  the  rights  before  described,  may  prevent  our  form- 
ing a  well  defined  idea  of  them  at  this  distance,  yet,  on  the  spot,  these  diflBculties  exist  but  in  a  small  degree;  the 
individuals  there  employed  in  the  details  of  buying,  selling,' and  locating,  possess  local  informations  of  the  parts  which 
concern  them,  so  as  to  be  able  to  keep  clear  of  each  other's  rights:  or,  if  in  some  instances  a  conflict  of  claims  should 
arise,  from  any  want  of  certainty  in  their  definition,  a  local  judge  will  doubtless  be  provided  to  decide  them  without 
delay,  at  least  provisionally.  Time,  instead  of  clearing  up  these  uncertainties,  will  cloud  them  the  more,  by  the 
death  or  removal  of  witnesses,  the  disappearance  of  lines  and  marks,  change  of  parties,  and  other  casualties. 

TH:  JEFFERSON,  Secretary  of  State. 
November  8, 1791. 
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COMMUNICATED    TO    CONGRESS,    JANUARY   24,   179l2. 

United  States,  January  23rf,  1792. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Having  received  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  a  letter  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State,  and  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates  respecting  certain  lands  located  by  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  under  the  laws  of  that  State,  and  since  ceded  to  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  I  lay  copies 
of  the  same  before  you,  together  with  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  this  subject. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
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In  the  House  of  Delegates,  December  12th,  1791. 

Mr.  Johnson  reported,  from  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  Charles  Russell,  to  them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report, 
and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  is  as  followeth: 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  petitioner,  in  the  year  1776,  entered  into  the  service  of  this  State  and 
joined  the  continental  army;  that  he  continued  in  service  from  that  period  until  the  end  of  the  war,  during  which 
time  he  was  with  the  troops  to  the  northward  and  southward. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee  that,  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1781,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
adjust  and  regulate  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establish- 
ment, and  also  of  the  officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes,"  it 
is  stated  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  tract  of  country  "allotted  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  by  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly, pa.ssed  in  the  year  1779,  entitled  '  An  act  for  establishing  a  land  office  and  ascertaining  the  terms  and  manner 
of  granting  waste  and  unappropriated  lands,'  hath  fallen  into  the  State  of]  North  Carolina,  whereby  the  intention  of 
the  act  is,  so  far,  frustrated;  and  that  by  the  said  act  it  is  enacted  that  all  that  tract  of  land  included  within  the  rivers 
Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee  and  the  Carolina  boundary  line,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  thereby,  substituted  in 
lieu  of  such  lands  so  ftillen  into  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  in  the  same  manner  subject  to  be  claimed  by  the 
said  officers  and  soldiers."  That,  under  the  said  laws,  the  petitioner  obtained  warrants  to  locate  the  quantity  of 
two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  sixty-ninetieths  acres  of  jand,  which  he  directed  to  be  laid  offinto  two 
equal  lots  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  thirty-ninetieths  acres  each,  to  wit:  lot  No.  4,  on  the 
Mississippi,  near  the  intended  town  of  Columbia,  and  lot  No.  484,  on  a  branch  of  Clark's  river,  on  the  south  side 
of  Tennessee  river,  and  that  the  said  two  tracts  or  lots  of  land  are  within  the  bounds  of  the  lands  claimed  by  the 
Indians,  so  that  the  petitioner  is  unable  to  obtain  a  right  thereto. 

It  also  further  appears  to  your  committee  that,  by  a  proclamation  issued  in  the  year  1785,  by  Patrick  Henry, 
Esq.  then  Governor,  all  lands  south  of  the  Ohio  river  should  be  and  remain  to  the  native  Indians,  unless  fairly  pur- 
chased from  them;  and  that  by  another  proclamation  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  part  of  the  said  lands, 
including  those  located  by  the  petitioner,  were  ceded  to  the  neighboring  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  such  parts  of  the  petition  of  the  said  Charles  Russell  a» 
pray  that  the  bounty  in  lands  allowed  by  law  to  a  lieutenant  may  be  secured  to  him,  is  reasonable. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was,  on  motion  made,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Commonv/ealth. 

Extract  from  the  Journals.  Test, 

CHARLES  HAY,  C.  H.  D. 


In  the  House  of  Delegates,  December  16th,  1791. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  a  statement  of  facts  in  the  case  of  Charles  Russell  and  others,  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Virginia  line,  who 
located  their  bounty  lands  between  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee  rivers,  which  lands  have  been  since  ceded 
to  the  Indians,  and  to  request  the  President  of  the  tJnited  States  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States 

Test,  CHARLES  HAY,  C.  H.  D. 

December  11th,  1791. 

Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

H.  BROOKS,  C.  S. 


Richmond,  January  7,  1792. 
Sir: 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  with  respect  to  certain 
lands  located  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  since 
ceded  to  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  together  with  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates  on  the  same 
subject. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  express  my  hope  that  some  general  regulations  will  take  place  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  relieving  Mr.  Russell,  and  all  others  in  tne  same  situation,  from  the  difficulties  into  which  they  have  been 
innocently  involved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  entire  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HENRY  LEE. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  letter  of  the  Governor 
of  Virginia  of  January  7,  1792,  with  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  that  Commonwealth, 
of  December  12, 1791,  and  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  thereon,  of  December  17,  on  the  case  of  Charles 
Russell,  late  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  stating  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  tract  of 
country  allotted  for  the  officers  and  soldiers,  having  fallen  into  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  extension  of 
their  common  boundary,  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  had,  in  1781,  passed  an  act  substituting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  tract  of  country  between  the  said  boundary  and  the  rivers  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  and  subjecting 
the  same  to  the  claims  of  their  officers  and  soldiers:  that  the  said  Charles  Russell  had,  in  consequence  thereof, 
directed  warrants  for  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  acres  of  land  to  be  located  within 
the  said  tract  of  country;  but,  that  the  same  belonging  to  the  Chickasaws,  he  is  unable  to  obtain  a  right  thereto, 
and  that  there  are  other  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  Commonwealth  under  like  circumstances,  reports — 

That  the  tract  of  country,  before  described,  is  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Chickasaw  nation,  as  established  by 
the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  the  10th  day  of  January,  1786. 

That  the  right  of  occupancy  of  the  said  lands,  therefore,  being  vested  in  the  said  nation,  the  case  of  the  said 
Charles  Russell,  and  other  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  becomes  proper  to  be  referred  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  United  States  for  their  consideration. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

January  22,  1792. 
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ILLINOIS   AND   WABASH  LAND  COMPANIES. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    SENATE^  MARCH  26,    1792. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  memorial  of  the  Illinois  and   "Wabash 
Land  Company,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  are  founded  on  two  deeds  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  one  of  which  to 
William  Murray  and  others,  who  are  called  the  Illinois  company,  is  dated  July  5th,  1773,  and  the  other  to  Lord  D'un- 
more  and  others,  who  are  styled  the  Wabash  company,  bears  date  October  18th,  1775. 

That  the  said  petitioners  have  proposed  to  surrender  and  convey  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  described  or 
meant  to  be  described  in  the  abovementioned  deeds  from  the  Indians,  on  the  proviso  that  the  United  States  re- 
convey  to  the  company  one-fourth  part  of  the  said  lands. 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  deeds  obtained  by  private  persons  from  the  Indians  without  any  antece- 
dent authority  or  subsequent  confirmation  from  the  Government,  could  not  vest  in  the  grantees  mentioned  in  such 
deeds  a  title  to  the  lands  therein  described. 

That  the  said  petitioners  do  not  suggest  any  such  antecedent  authority  on  subsequent  confirmation  in  the  present 
case;  and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  petitioners  have  not  a  legal  title  to  the  said  lands. 

That  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  in  the  Western  territory,  belonging  to  the  Uiiited  States,  are  appropriated 
towards  discharging  the  debts  for  the  payment  whereof  the  United  States  are  holden. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  the  considerations  specified  in  the  said  deeds  were  paid  to  the  Indians,  and  were  at 
least  as  valuable  as  any  that  were  given  on  similar  occasions,  and  that  the  Indians  named  in  the  said  deeds,  were 
owners  of  the  land.  •  On  these  points  the  committee  give  no  opinion.  But,  for  the  reasons  above  expressed  thev 
think  it  would  not  be  expedient  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  accede  to  the  aforementioned  proposition 
of  the  petitioners- 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  niem.orial  of  the  Illinois  and  TVabash  Land  Companies  most 

respectfully  showeth: 

That,  during  the  years  1773  and  1775,  your  memorialists  purchased  from  different  Indian  tribes,  aborigines  and 
possessors  of  the  country,  lying  on  part  of  the  waters  of  the  rivers  Illinois  and  Wabash,  two  parcels  of  land  as  de- 
scribed in  the  deeds  now  in  their  possession,  and  which,  when  required,  are  ready  to  be  produced. 

That  the  consideration,  as  specified  in  the  aforementioned  deeds,  was  at  least  as  valuable  as  any  that  was  •'iven 
on  similar  occasions;  that  the  negotiation  was  of  the  most  public  notoriety;  that  the  meaning  and  "intention  oT  the 
parties  were  interpreted  and  explained  by  persons  duly  qualified,  of  whom  His  Britannic  Majesty's  interpreter  was 
one,  all  deposing  that  they  were  present,  either  at  the  delivery  of  the  bargained  property  to  the  Indians,  or  at  the 
execution  of  the  deed,  as  will  be  found  authenticated  by  Hugh  Lord,  Esquire,  captain  in  the  eighteenth  British  regi- 
ment, and  then  commanding  in  that  territory.  I'he  registry  of  Kaskaskias  will  also  show  the  record  of  the  whole 
transaction. 

That  further  formalities  (if  from  the  British  Government,  more  were  necessary  to  be  obtained)  were  prevented 
by  the  almost  immediate  rupture  vyith  Great  Britain. 

That  the  property  of  the  lands  in  question  was,  at  the  time  of  purchase,  in  the  natives. 

That,  however  clear  the  claim  of  the  company  to  the  whole  of  their  purchase  may  be,  they  hesitate  not  to  express 
their  willingness  and  desire  that  a  reasonable  compromise  upon  the  subject  may  take  place  between  the  United  States 
and  them. 

They  therefore  pmi/-,  that  your  honorable  House  may  appoint  a  committee  to  hear  and  report  upon  the  justice  of 
their  case,  and  such  proposals  as  they  shall  lay  before  it. 

This  prayer  they,  with  confidence,  hope  will  be  complied  with,  both  from  your  known  love  of  justice  and 
the  evident  advantage  that  must  result  to  the  community,  if,  by  a  compromise  with  the  company,  the  necessity  of  a 
second  purchase  from  the  natives  would  be  precluded.  Of  this,  but  little  doubt  can  be  entertained,  since  the  Indians 
never  have  denied,  and  are  still  ready,  as  the  company  are  credibly  informed,  to  acknowledge  the  honesty  of  the 
purchase  made  from  them  by  your  memorialists. 

By  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  company, 

JAMES  WILSON. 
WILLIAM  SMITH. 
JOHN  SHEE. 
December  12,  1791. 

Note. — For  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  see  No.  12. 
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ILLINOIS    AND    WABASH    LAND   COMPANIES. 

COMMUNICATED   TO  THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   APRIL   3,    1792. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Compa- 
nies, made  the  following  report: 

That  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  are  founded  on  two  deeds  mentioned  in  the  said  petition;  one  of  which  to 
William  Murray  and  others,  who  are  called  the  Illinois  Company,  is  dated  July  5th,  1773,  and  the  other,  to  Lord 
Dunmore  and  others,  who  are  styled  the  "Wabash  Company,  bears  date  October  18th,  1775. 

That  the  said  petitioners  have  proposed  to  surrender  and  convey  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  described  or 
meant  to  be  described  m  the  above  mentioned  deeds  from  the  Indians,  on  the  proviso  that  the  United  States  recon- 
Tey  to  the  company  one  fourth  part  of  the  said  lands. 


1  hat  m  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  deeds  being  given  by  the  Indians,  proprietors  of  the  soil,  before 
the  declaration  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  for  a  valuable  consideration  bona  fide  paid,  are  sufficient 
^„  „.* 1,  .L.  T„.i.._  ...1.  jQ  ,j,g  i^^jj,  therein  described:  and,  therefore,  that, on  p 

e  to  the  proposal  aforesaid  made  by  the  petitioners. 

Note.— For  adverse  report  and  memorial  see  No.  U. 


to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  therein  described:  and,  therefore,  that,  on  principles  of  justice  and  equity 
the  United  States  should  agree  to  the  proposal  aforesaid  made  by  the  petitioners 


PUBLIC    LANDS.  [1793 
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REFUGEES   FROM    CANADA    AND   NOVA   SCOTIA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO   THE   HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   ON   THE    19th    DAY   OF    FEBRUARY,    1793. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Blake,  Joseph  Bindon,  John  D.  Mercier, 
and  Benjamin  Thompson,  Canadian  refugees,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is,  that  compensation  be  made  to  them  for  their  loss  of  property  and  sufterings 
in  the  cause  of  American  liberty. 

In  detailing  the  reasons  in  justification  and  support  of  their  application,  they  allege  that, "  in  consequence  of  their 
espousal  uf  the  American  cause,  they  were  driven  to  the  necessity  of  flying  from  Canada,  and  of  taking  refuge 
within  these  United  States;  and  that  finding  themselves,  at  the  close  of  the  late  American  war,  in  very  distressed 
circumstances,  especially  as  they  seemed  precluded  from  all  hope  of  returning  to  Canada  to  recover  their  property 
and  effects,  no  notice  having  been  taken  of  their  interests,  nor  any  provision  made  for  them  in  the  treaties  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  they  did,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  refugees  from  Canada,  in 
the  month  of  April,  1783,  present  a  memorial  to  Congress,  praying  that  honorable  body  to  take  their  unhappy  case 
into  consideration,  and  to  grant  them  such  relief  as  should  be  deemed  just  and  proper.  That,  accordingly,  on  the 
33d  of  the  same  month,  Congress  were  pleased  to  pass  several  resolves  in  their  favor,  to  which  they  beg  to  refer, 
and  which  they  were  then  given  to  understand  fully  included  themselves  and  their  fellow  sufferers.  That,  with 
unlimited  faith  in  the  justice  of  Congress,  and  satisfied  with  the  assurances  given  to  them  by  the  resolves  before 
referred  to,  they  have  patiently  waited  the  convenience  cf  the  public  to  fulfil  the  promised  relief,  till  the  present 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  April  are  in  the  following  words,  viz:  "  That  the  memorialist  be 
informed  that  Congress  retain  a  lively  sense  of  the  services  the  Canadian  officers  and  men  have  rendered  the  United 
States,  and  that  they  are  seriously  disposed  to  reward  them  for  their  virtuous  sufferings  in  the  cause  of  liberty." 

"  That  they  be  further  informed,  that  whenever  Congiess  can  consistently  make  grants  of  lands,  they  will  re- 
ward, in  this  way,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent,  the  officers,  men,  and  other  refugees  from  Canada." 

These  resolutions  unequivocally  ackno\yledge  the  meritorious  services  and  sufferings  of  that  description  of  men 
whose  case  is  referred,  and  contain  a  promise  that  they  shall  be  rewarded  by  grants  of  land,  whenever  it  may  consis- 
tently be  done.  Although  there  may  not  exist  a  doubt  of  the  merit  of  those  in  whose  favor  the  petition  has  been 
made,  and  of  the  justice  of  their  claim  upon  the  United  States  for  the  stipulated  retribution,  yet  the  resolution  above 
recited,  and  the  petition  itself,  which  directly  refers  to  them,  neither  render  it  proper,  nor  indeed  leave  the  com- 
mittee at  liberty  to  report  in  favor  of  a  compensation  in  any  other  species  of  property  than  lands. 

Under  this  impression  and  restriction,  the  committee  have  sought  for  that  kind  of  information  which  might,  as 
far  as  possible,  enable  them  to  form  a  right  judgment  as  to  the  number  of  acres,  and  the  situation  and  value  of  the 
land  which  ought  to  be  set  apart  for  that  purpose,  or,  at  least,  what  value  in  specie  should  be  established  as  the 
measure  of  the  donation.  In  this  inquiry,  they  confess  that  they  have  not  received  as  full  satisfaction  as  they  had 
hoped  for  from  the  undertaking.  Although  estimates  of  the  actual  losses  and  sacrifices  of  some  individuals  have 
been  made  out,  and  laid  before  the  committee,  they  are,  however,  so  few  in  number,  and  bear  so  small  a  proportion 
to  the  whole,  that  they  afford  no  satisfactory  rule  by  which  a  tolerably  accurate  decision  may  be  made  as  to  the 
aggregate  of  the  losses  sustained.  From  the  best  inlormation  which  the  committee  have  obtained,  there  appear  tn 
have  been  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  refugees  from  Canada,  some  with  and  others  without  families, 
twenty-two  of  whom  are  suggested  to  have  been  the  principal  sufi'erers,  and  the  rest  to  be  sufferers  in  a  small  degree. 
Of  both  descriptions,  some,  as  has  been  suggested  and  is  believed,  have  been  already  compensated,  either  wholly  or 
in  part,  and  not  a  few  returned  to  Canada  both  before  and  since  the  peace,  to  possess  their  property,  or  to  pursue 
their  business;  neither  the  names  nor  numbers  of  whom  have  been  exactly  ascertained.  It  appears  from  returns, 
the  originals  of  which  are  in  the  War  Office,  that  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  men,  women,  and  children,  were 
victualled  at  Albany  and  Fishkill,  from  the  public  stores,  in  1784;  and  that  in  the  following  year,  rations  were 
drawn  for  ninety-three  only.  It  also  appears,  from  another  voucher  in  the  same  office,  that  two  hundred  and  five 
were  returned  for,  and  entitled  to  lands  in  the  State  of  New  York,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  of 
the  11th  of  May,  1784.  In  this  state  of  uncertainty,  not  only  as  to  the  extent  of  the  losses  or  suferings  of  the  Cana- 
dian lefugees,  but  as  to  the  number  of  those  who  remain  uncompensated,  or  whose  compensation  was  inadequate,  it 
is  not  easy  for  the  committee  to  decide,  with  satisfactory  precision,  what  specie  value  the  lands  to  be  distributed 
among  them  should  bear,  and  still  more  difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  of  acres  which  ought  to  be  allotted  to  them; 
because  this  must  altogether  depend  upon  their  goodness  and  situation. 

Having  thus  acknowledged  the  insufficiency  of  the  materials  upon  which  they  are  to  found  an  important  part  of 
their  report,  they  propose,  with  a  diffidence  which  arises  from  that  circumstance,  the  following  resolutions,  viz; 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  for  donations  of  land  to  the  Canadian  and  Nova  Scotia  refu- 
gees, in  conformity  with  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  April,  1783,  promising  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  lands,  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  given,  ought  not  to  exceed  in  their  specie  value,  at  a  reasonable 
estimate,  the  sum  of dollars. 


2d  CoxoRBSs.]  No.  14.  [2d  Session. 

REFUGEES  FROM   CANADA    AND  NOVA   SCOTIA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH  2,  1793. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  hereinafter  enumerated,  with  in- 
structions to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereon,  respectfully  reports: 

That,  from  the  evidence  produced,  it  appears  that  Thomas  Faulkner,  Edward  Faulkner,  and  Simeon  Chester, 
are  refugees  from  the  province  of  British  Nova  Scotia:  and  that  Joseph  Green,  Prisque  Trepagnie,  Augustine  Tre- 
pagnie,  and  Gregoire  Trahan,  also  Mary,  the  widow  of  Francois  des  Jardins,  and  Margaret,  the  widow  of  Francois 
ReLutaille,  are  refugees  from  the  province  of  Canada.  . 

That  the  petitioners  are  persons  who,  from  attachment  to  the  American  cause,  were  constrained  to  abandon  then- 
residences,  and  probably  tlieir  property,  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  take  refuge  within  the  United  States. 
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The  object  is  to  obtain  from  the  United  States  grants  of  lands,  as  some  compensation  for  the  losses  and  injuries  they 
have  sustained  by  their  political  conduct. 

It  appears  that  the  resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  23d  of  Aprd,  1783,  being  in  the  words  following,  involves  an  obli- 
gation of  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  Canadian  refugees,  to  wit: 

"  That  the  memorialist  (Brigadier  General  Haz,en)  be  informed  that  Congress  retain  a  lively  sense  of  the  ser- 
vices the  Canadian  officers  and  men  have  rendered  the  United  States,  and  that  they  are  seriously  disposed  to  reward 
them  for  their  virtuous  suiferings  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 

"  That  they  be  further  informed  that,  whenever  Congress  can  consistently  make  grants  of  land,  they  will  reward 
in  this  way,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent,,  the  officers,  men,  and  others,  refugees  from  Canada." 

And  it  further  appears  by  the  ordinance  forascettaining  the  mode  o(  disposing  of  lands  in  the  Northwestern  Ter- 
ritory, passed  by  Congress  (ra  the  20th  of  iMay,  1785,  that  Congress  ordained  "that  the  three  townships  adjacent  to 
Lake  Erie  be  reserved,  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  by  Congress  lor  the  use  of  the  officers,  men,  and  others,"  refugees 
from  Canada,  and  the  refugees  from  Nova  Scotia,  who  are  or  may  be  entitled  to  giants  ot  land  under  resolutions  of 
Congress  now  existing,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made  i-fespecting  them,  and  for  such  other  purposed  aa  Congress 
may  hereafter  direct."  ,,-,,■■  c  ■      ■  ,      .. 

That,  independent,  however,  of  these  resolutions,  it  would  seem  that  the  principles  of  justice  and  policy  unite  to 
reniler  the  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  others  similarly  circumstanced,  by  granting  them  rea- 
sonable quantities  of  land.  But  as  claims  of  this  nature  may  be  liable  to  considerable  abuse,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
establish  guards  for  the  prevention  thereof. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

H.  KNOX,  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  23rf  February,  1793. 
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FRENCH    SEtTLERS    AT   GALLIOPOLIS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE    SENATE,   MARCH   24,    1794. 

The  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  French  settlers  at  Gal  liopolis, 
with  instructions  to  report  to  the  Senate  "  upon  the  validity  of  their  claims  to  lands  under  purchases  frpm  the 
Ohio  or  Scioto  Company,  or  other  persons,  together  with  his  opinion  on  the  means  proper  to  be  pureued  for  the 
obtainment  of  justice,"  respectfully  reports,  that,  in  his  examination  of  these  claims  the  following  facts  presented 
themselves  foi- consideration: 

In  the  month  of  July,  1787,  upon  the  application  of  certain  persons  associated  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
lands  on  the  Ohio  river.  Congress,  by  their  resolve  of  that  date,  authorized  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  to  contract  with  any  person  or  persons  for  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  (bounded  by  the  Scioto,  the  Ohio  river,  the 
western  boundary  of  the  seventh  range  of  townships,  and  the  northern  boundary  of  the  tenth  township,  continued' 
due  west  to  the  Scioto')  upon  the  terms  therein  mentioned. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  the  same  month  proposals  were  made  by  the  agents  of  that  company,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  their  associates,  for  the  purchase  ot  the  whole  tract  of  land  thus  described,  provided  the  payments 
were  so  regulated,  that  half  a  million  of  dollars  only  should  bo  paid  when  the  contract  was  executed,  another  half 
million  when  the  whole  should  be  surveyed,  and  the  remainder  in  six  equal  half  yearly  payments,  from  the  date  of 
the  second  payment. 

To  these  proposals  Congress,  with  some  qualifications,  acceded  on  the  following  day,  and  directed  the  Board  of 
Treasury  to  take  order  thereon. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1787,  the  same  agents  for  the  Ohio  Company  contracted,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
their  associates,  with. the  Board  of  Treasury,  for  one  million  and  a  half  acres,  part  of  the  said  tract,  the  northwestern 
boundary  whereof  is  found  to  strike  the  Ohio  river,  about  midway  between  the  mouths  of  the  Great  Kanhaway  and 
Scioto  rivers.  On  the  same  day  another  contract  was  made  with  the  Board  of  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the  re- 
sidue of  the  tract  which  they  were  authorized  by  the  resalves  of  Congress  to  grant.  This  contract  is  stated  to  be 
made  with  Winthrop  Sargent  and  Manasseh  Cutler,  and  their  associates;  but  some  parts  of  that  contract,  as  well  as 
the  subsequent  conduct  ot  the  parties,  leave  it  doubtful  whether  these  associates  were  the  Ohio  Company  or  other 
persons.  But  as  that  Company  had  the  pre-emption  right  granted  to  them — as  the  Board  of  Treasury  wei-e  autho- 
rized to  contract  in  that  manner  with  their  agents  only — as  both  instruments  form,  in  substance,  but  one  contract, 
and  as  the  payments  to  be  made  by  the  Ohio  Company  were  the  coiisideration  of  the  long  credit  given  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  residue  purchase  money — the  legal  and  equitable  construction,-  it  is  apprehended,  must  be,  that  they 
purchased, as  agents  for  the  Ctmipany,  and  not  for  themselves  or  others.  This  is  corroborated  by  the  sense  of  the 
Company,  as  expressetl  in  certain  resolutions  passed  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  1788,  in  which  they  declare  "  that 
their  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  whole  land  mentioned  in  the  resolves  of  Congress  cannot  be  justly  called  in 
question." 

By  articles  of  agreement,  dated  the  29th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1787,  made  between  Manasseh  Cutler  and 
Winthrop  Sargent,  for  themselves  and  their  associates,  on  the  one  part,  and  William  Duer,  and  his  associates,  on 
the  other  part,  a  moiety  of  the  residue  land  (described  in  the  second  contract  with  the  Board  of  Treasury)  is  assigned 
to  William  Duer  and  his  associates,  who  agree  to  interest  Messrs.  Cutler,  Sargent,  and  their  associates,  in  the  pro- 
fits arising  from  the  sales  of  these  lands  in  Europe,  or  elsewhere;  William  Duer  being  thereby  authorized  to  make 
such  sales,  and  employ  an  agent  for  that  purpose.  But,  in  order  to  secure  the  right  ot  pre-emption  which  was  de- 
pendent on  the  second  payment  to  be  made  by  the  Ohio  Company,  William  Duer  engaged  to  advance,  on  account  of 
that  Company,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  part  of  which  was  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  firstinoney  that  these  agents 
of  the  Ohio  Company  might  receive  from  subscriptions. 

From  certain  expressions  in  these  articles  (in  which  the  second  contract  with  the  Treasuiy  Board  seems  to  be 
represented  as  the  contract  of  Messrs.  Sargent  and  Cutler,  and  the  land  therein  mentioned  stated  to  be  at  their  dis- 
posal) it  again  becomes  doubtful  whether,  by  the  term  "  their  associates,"  the  Ohio  Company, or  otherpersons,  were 
intended.  But  as  this  inchoate  title  to  the  land  was  really  vested  in  the  Company,  and  as  Messrs.  Sargent  ^nd 
Cutler  could  not  convey  a  moiety  of  these  lands,  except  in  thequality  of  agents,  it  is  conceived  that,  to  give  any 
legal  eft'ect  to  this  instrument,  it  must  be  considered  as  the  grant  'of  the  Ohio  Company  by  their  agents,  provided 
these  agents  had  sufficient  authority  so  to  convey.  How  far  they  were  so  authorized  does  not  appear;  but  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  Company  above  referred  to,  they  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that  their  agents  had  no  such  power. 

In  consequence  of  this  agreement,  Joel  Barlow  was  sent  to  Europe  as  the  agent  of  the  contracting  parties,  to  dis- 
pose of  these  lands.    What  instructions  he  had  does  not  appear;  but  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  sale,  a  company 
was  formed  under  the  name  of  the  Scioto  Company,  to  whom  these  lands  were  conveyed,  and  their  agent,  in  con- 
S  p 
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unction  with  Barlow,  disposed  of  considerable  quantities  of  these  lands  to  companies  and  individuals  in  France. 
The  lands  intended  to  be  sold  were  represented  (on  a  general  map  of  tiie  whole  tract,  comprised  in  the  resolve  of 
Congress)  as  divided  from  the  lands  of  the  Ohio  Compary.  (that  is,  from  the  million  and  a  half  of  acres)  by  a  line 
striking  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhaway.  The  purcliasers,  on  tlieir  arrival  in  America, 
were  received  by  William  Duer,  as  agent  for  the  Scioto  Company,  and  by  hira  directed  to  Galliopolis,  which  was 
laid  out  about  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhaway.  Each  settler  was  presented  by  William  Duer 
with  two  lots  in  the  town,  and  one  four-acre  out-lot,  and  the  adjacent  country  was  represented  as  that  where  their 
respective  rights  were  to  be  located.  But  though  this  was  the  spot  described  on  the  map,  and  referred  to  in  their 
deeds,  yet  it  appears  that  it  is  within  the  limits,  not  only  of  the  tract  comprised  in  the  first  contract  with  the  Trea- 
sury Board,  but  even  within  that  portion  of  it  v^hich  has  been  confirmed  by  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  21st  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  179i2.  Notwithstanding  this,  no  objections  vyere  made  by  the  Ohio  Company  to  this  settlement, 
nor  was  any  notice  given  of  their  claim  for  a  considerable  time^  _  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  informatiim  commu- 
nicated by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  certifies.  That  in  order  to  accommodate  the  French  set- 
tlers with  land,  without  carrying  into  execution  the  second  contract  with  the  Board  of  Treasury,  (which  had  become 
burthensome,  by  the  rise  in  the  price  of  certificates)  Messrs.  Duer  and  his  associates  purchased  of  the  Ohio  Com- 
pany one  hundred  thousand  acres  on  the  west  end  of  their  tract,  (comprehending  the  site  of  Galliopolis  and  part  of 
the  tract  of  land  originally  pointed  out  to  the  French  settlers.)  The  deed  between  the  parties  was  seen  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  is  believed  to  have  contained  words  of  absolute  conveyance,  and  not  to 
have  been  articles  merely  executory.  But  this  deed,  has  been  since  delivered  upand  cancelled,  the  purchase  money, 
as  is  alleged,  not  having  been  paid.  It  is  further  certified,  that  the  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  at  the  time  that 
they  solicited  a  bounty  of  one  himdred  thousand  acres  from  Congress,  stated  this  grant,  and  the  loss  they  were  likely 
to  sustain  in  consequence  of  it,  in  order  to  enforce  their  claims  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. . 

These  are  the  facts  relative  to  the  claims  of  the  French  settlers  at  Galliopolis,  as  far  as  the  Attorney  General  has 
been  able  to  ascertain  them;  but  it  is  proper  to  observe  that,  as  no  agent  on  behalf  cf  the  Ohio  Company  has  appeared 
since  the  papers  came  into  his  hands,  he  has  ri(jt  been  able  to  attain  such  satisfactory  information  on  some  points  as  the 
c.ase  seemed  to  require.  But,  assuming  the  above  state  of  facts  to  be -accurate,  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  French  set- 
tlers at  Galliopolis  have  a  valid  equitable  title  to  the  settlement  so  made,  and  a  right  to  locate  their  respective  pur- 
chases within  the  bounds  of  the  one  hundied  thousand  acres  conveyed  to  Wm.  Duer  and  his  associates  by  the  agents 
of  the  Ohio  Company.  That  Company  can  make  no  title  to  these  lands,  because  tliey  parted  with  them  to  Wm. 
Duer  and  his  associates;  and  Wni.  Duer  and  his  associates  would  be  stopped  from  setting  up  the  deed  against  their 
own  precetlent  sales.  The  act  of  Congress  confirming  the  title  of  the  Ohio  Company  does  notafttict  the  individual 
rights  of  the  purchasers  under  the  Ohio  Company,  nor  (as  the  contract  with  Wm.  Duer  and  his  associates  is  stated) 
can  any  failure  of  payment  on  their  part,  or  the  destruction  of  the  deed,  impair  the  equitable  claims  of  the  settlers. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  apprehended  relief  may  be  had  in  a  court  of  equity,  where  a  bill  ittay  be  filed  for  a  discovery, 
and  compelling  the  execution  of  another  deed  in  the  place  of  that  which  is  destroyed. 

Again,  if  the  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company  were  fully  authorized  to  enter  into  the  deed  of  the  29th  of  October, 
1787,  and  if  the  Ohio  Company  were  comprehended  under  the  general  term  "associates,"  they  thereby  became 
parties  to  the  sales  in  Europe,  and,  in  such  case!,  cannot  impeach  the  title  of  the  settlers:  for  those  lands,  though 
not  comprehended  within  the  description  of  the  above  mentioned  deed,  were  represented  by  the  agent  to  be  so;  and, 
by  a  reference  to  the  map,  are  contracted  for.  There  is  reason,  however,  to  believe' that  the  Ohio  Company  cannot 
be  considered  as  parties  to  these  sales;  but  that  fact  may  be  fully  ascertained,  if  necessary,  by  a  bill  of  discovery 
in  a  court  of  equity.  . 

But  if,  upon  a  full  disclosure,  the  Ohio  Company  should  not  appear  to  be  parties  to  those  sales,  and  if  the  con- 
tract between  the  Company  and  Wm.  Duer  and  his  associates  should  be  found  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  convey 
no  title  till  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  in  such  case  the  French  settlers  have  no  remedy  but  b^  action  at 
law  against  the  pftt'/J«s. contracting  with  them  by- their  agents,  and  who  guarantied  them  against  "  eviction  or  im- 
peachment of  title."  .  .  '. 

It  is  but  justice,  however,  to  observe  that  great  inconveniences  will  result  to  fhe  settlers  in  prosecuting  their 
claims  either  at  law  or  in  equity.  There  is  no  court  within  the  Western  territory  with  jurisdiction  competent  to 
sustain  a  bill  for  discovery;,  for  perpetuating  testimony,  or  for  compelling  the  renewal  of  a  cancelled  deed.  And, 
although  the  courts  of  equity  in  the  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  proceeding  in  personam  and  not  in  rem,  have 
jurisdiction  in  this  case,  yet  difiiculties  may  arise  if  tlie  parties  should  not  be  within  the  reach  of  their  process. 
At  law  each  purchaser  must  bring  his  separate  suit;  and  against  whom  it  ought  to  be  brought  is  rendered  somewhat 
doubtful  by  the  interposition  of  the  Scioto  Company  (whoever  they  were)  between  the  purchasers  and  those  who 
were  the  parties  to  the  deed  of  1787.  So  unavailing  do  the  settlers  consider  any  proceedings  at  law,  that  their  agent, 
in  his  letter  of  the  26th  of  December  last,  declares  "■  that  the  settlers  at  Galliopolis  are  by  no  means  able  to  prose- 
cute at  law  the  authors  of  then-  misery;  and,  admitting  that  the  prosecutions  should  be  carried  on  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States,  the  length  of  time  requisite  to  bring  such  a  prosecution  to  an  issue  is  such  that  he  considers  the 
ruin  of  the  settlement  as  unavoidable.  That  the  circumstances  of  the  settlers  are  such  that  the  least  uncertainty 
or  delay  must  quite  wear  (mt  their  constancy,  almost  exhausted  by  the  many  disappointments  and  difficulties  which 
they  have  had  to  struggle  with  for  the  space  of  three  years.  And  they  offer  to  cede  to  the  United  States  all  their 
rights  and  pretensiotis  both  on  the  Ohio  or  Scioto  companies,  if  the  grant  they  solicit  should  be  made. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  ■     '"  .  ■, 

W>I.  BRADFORD,  Attorney  General.     ■ 

March  22,  1791-  '  ' 
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CLAIMS    ON    THE    LANDS    CEDED    BY    NORTH    CAROLINA. 

COMMnNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENfAXlVES,    FEBRUARV    19,    1794. 

Mr.  W1LL14M  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  th(i  President  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  covering  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  State;  as  also,  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Person,  and  others,  proprietor*  of  lands  in  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  of  the  trustees  of  the  university  of  North  Carolina,*  made  the  following 
report:  > 

That,  in  the  cession  of  a  certain  district  of  territory  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States,  it  is 
maile  a  condition  of  the  said  cession,  "  that  all  entries  made  by,  or  grants  made  to,  all  and  every  person  or  persons 

•  These  papers  have  all  been  lost. 
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whatsoever,  agreeable  to  law,  and  within  the  limits  thereby  intended  to  be  ceded  to  the  United  States,  should  liave 
the  same  force  and'eft'ect  as  if  such  cession  had  not  been  made;  and  that  all  and  every  right  of  occupancy  and  pre- 
emption, and  every  other  right  reserved  by  any  act  or  acts,  to  persons  settled  on,  and  occupying  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  landsthereby  intended  to  be  ceded,  should  continue  in  full  force,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  ces- 
sion had  not  been  made,  and  as  conditions  upon  which  the  said  lands  were  ceded  to  the  United  States."  That  it  fur- 
ther appears  that  the  boundary  which  has  been  guarantied  to  certain  Indian  tribes,  by  a  treaty  made  between  the 
United  States  and  those  tribes  at  Holston,  does  interfere  with  some  of  the  rights  reserved  by  the  said  act  of  cession 
to  certain  citizens  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  others,  who  liave  heretofore  delivered  into  the  treasury  of  the 
said  State,  or  into  the  Land  Office  thereof,  certificates  in  payment  for  lands,  which,  by  that  treaty,  have  been  relin- 
quished to  said  Indian  tribes;  which  certificates  were  originally  issued  for  services  and  supplies,  during  the  late  war. 

That  it  appears  to  the  committee,  that,  such  being  the  case,  the  said  certificates  ought  of  right  to  be  restored  to 
their  former  proprietors,  and  that  they  should  be  assumed  and  provided  for,  as  a  part  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  said  proprietors  should  moreover  be  reimbursed  all  expenses  incurred  in  entering,  locating,  and 
surveying  the  said  land. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

1st.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  subscribe,  by  way  ol 
loan,  to  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  all  such  certificates  as  have  been  deposited  in  payment  for  any  lands  (re- 
served by  the  act  of  cession  aforesaid)  in  payment  for  any  lands  which  may  been  relinquished  to  the  Indians  by  the 
treaty  aforesaid,  in  trust  for  the  persons  by  whom  they  were  so  deposited,  according  to  their  respective  rights  and 
interests.  ,  •       , 

•2d.  Resolved.  That  the  United  States  ought  to  leimburse  the  said  persons  the  money  which  they  have  expended 
in  having  entries  and  surveys  made,  and  in  obtaining  grants,  and  any  other  incidental  charges  which  they  have  ne- 
cessarily incurred,  with  interest;  and  that  they  should,  moreover,  make  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  loss  and 
damage  which  the  petitioners  have  sustained,  by  having  possession  of  the  said  land  withheld  from  them. 

3d.  Jlnd  whereas,  the  grants  to  the  aforesaid  lands,  made  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina, are  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  coming  fully  within  the  purview  of  a  condition  contained  in  the  act  of 
cession  from  the  said  State  to  the  United  States:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  United  States  shall  think  proper  to  extinguish  the  Indian  claim  to  the  said  lands, 
by  purchase,  or  otherwise,  it  will  be  just  and  reasonable  that  the  several  persons  who  have  obtained  grants,  or  made 
surveys  or  entries,  should  have  such  rights  confirmed  and  established,  and  their  titles  perfected,  in  preference  to 
any  other  persons,  on  repaying  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  the  amount  of  what  they  may  now  receive,  as 
a  compensation  for  their  disbursements  and  losses,  in  case  such  persons  shall  think  proper  to  make  such  repayment 
within  a  certain  time,  to  be  limited  by  Congress  for  that  purpose. 
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REFUGEES    FROM   CANADA   AND  N  0  V  A  SC  0  T  1  A. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  APRIL  1,  1794^ 

Mf.  Greenup,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Faulkner,  Edward  Faulkner, 
Simeon  Chester,  William  Lawrence,  and  Joseph  Green,  and  others,  refugees  from  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada, 
made  the  following' report: 

That  your  committee  have  examined  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  April,  1783,  on  the  memorial  of 
Brigadier  General  Hazen,  promising  that,  whenever  Congress  can  consistently  make  giants  of  land,  they  will 
reward  in  this  way,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent,  the  officers,  men,  and  others,  refugees  from  Canada,  as  recited  by 
the  Secretaiy  in  his  report,  but  which  does  not  apply  to  the  petitioners  from  that  province,  who,  as  they  set  forth 
in  their  petition,  do  not  claim  as  refugees,  but  for  services  rendered  in  Canada  by  the  orders  of  General  Schuyler 
and  Colonel  Livingston,  for  which  tney  say  they  were  promised  pay,  and  some  a  bounty  in  lands.  From  all  the 
inquiry  your  committee  could  make,  they  cannot  find  that  those  officers  had  any  authority  to  promise  bounty  in 
lands  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  petitioners;  nor  are  there  returns  or  vouchers  filed  by  which  the  pay 
claimed  can  be  ascertained.  Your  committee  also  find  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  13th  April,  1785,  (which  has 
been  omitted  by  the  Secretary)  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  Jonathan  Eddy,  and  other  refugees  from  Nova  Scotia,  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  be  recommended  to  the  humanity  and  particular  attention  of  the  several  States  in 
which  they  respectively  resided,  and  that  they  be  informed  that,  whenever  Congress  can  consistently  make  grants 
of  land,  tney  will  reward  in  this  way,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent,  such  refugees  from  Nova  Scotia,  as  may  be  dis- 
posed to  live  in  the  Western  country.  That  the  petitioners,  Thomas  Faulkner,  Edward  Faulkner,  and  Simeon 
Chester,  were -inserted  in  the  list  returned  by  the  said  Jonathan  Eddy,  as  refugees  from  the  British  province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  had  abandoned  their  property  there  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Ameiica. 
That  William  Lawrence  has  produced  sufficient  proof  that  he  is  also  a  refugee  from  the  said  province,  and  has 
abandoned  his  property  there  from  the  same  cause.  That  in  the  ordinance  passed  by  Congress  the  20th  of  May, 
1785,  it  is  ordained  "  That  three  tovvnships,  adjacent  to  Lake  Erie,  be  reserved,  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  by 
Congress  for  the  use  of  the  officers,  men,  and  others,  refugees  from  Canada,  and  the  refugees  from  Nova  Scotia, 
■who  are  or  may  be  entitled  to  grants  of  lands  under  resolutions  of  Congress  now  existing,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
made  respecting  them;  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct."  From  the  exposed  situa- 
tion of  those  townships,  a  grant  there,  at  present,  would  afford  but  little  relief  to  the  petitioners;  Ijut  from  the  best 
information  the  committee  could  obtain,  tlie  United  States  possessed  no  lands  adjacent  to  Lake  Erie  which  they  can 
now  grant  or  dispose  of.    On  consideration  whereof  your  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  Joseph  Green,  and  others,  from  Canada,  praying  a  bounty  in  lands, 
and  other  pay,  for  services  rendered  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Resolved,  that  a  tract  of  land  not  exceeding acres,  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of 

the  Great  Miami,  and  extending  down  the  Ohio,  not  exceeding  three  times  the  breadth  in  length,  be  immediately 
appropriated  to  compensate  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  pursuant  to  the 
resolves  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  April,  1783,  and  the  13th  of  April,  1785. 

Resolved,  That  each  refugee  be  entitled  to  five  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  conditions  and  restrictions  ought  to  be  observed  to  entitle  the  applicants  to  a  grant 
of  lands: 

1st.  That  the  applicant  shall  make  proof  before  some  court  of  record  of  his  actual  residence  in  one  of  the  pro- 
vinces aforesaid,  previous  to  the  day  of 

2d.  That  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  residence  aforesaid,  in  consequence  of  his  attachment  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause. 

3d.  That  all  such  applications  be  made  and  lodged  with  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  within  —  years 
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3d  Congress.]  No.   18.  [1st  Skssion- 

INDIAN   GRANTS   TO  THE   INHABITANTS   OF  POST   VINCENNES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  APRIL  15,  1794. 

Extract  from  a  paper  daleclat  Post  Fincennes,  20tli  November,  1793,  addressed  to  George  Washington,  President 
of  the  United  Stales  of  Jlmerir.a,  and  signed  by  Pierre  Gamelin  and  fifteen  others. 

The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Vincennes  humbly  showeth: 

That  your  petitioners  having  lately  heard  of  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  made  for  the  regulation  of 
the  commerce  with  the  Indians,  and  of  your  proclamation  in  consequence,  forbidding  any  person  whomsoever  to 
establish  himself  upon  lands  tielonging  to  them,  being  ignorant  whether  we  are  comprised  therein,  wishing  to  second, 
as  much  as  possible,  (he  good  and  just  intentions  of  the  United  States,  and  to  avoid  drawing  on  ourselves  any 
reproach,  by  precipitating  the  views  we  had  of  going  upon  limits  which  those  same  Indians  gave  to  us,  as  soon  as  the 
peace  between  them  and  the  United  States  should  permit,  we  would  submit  to  the  equity  of  Congress  this  exposi- 
tion of  our  titles  to  those  lands,  in  the  hope  that  that  tribunal  will  guarantee  to  us  the  peaceable  possession,  by  a 
solemn  act,  and,  by  that  means,  enable  us  to  commence  an  establishment  which  we  have  for  some  time  had  in  con- 
templation, and  so  flattering,  after  having  groaned  within  the  limits  of  a  small  village. 

In  1742,  some  time  after  the  foundation  of  this  post,  the  natives  of  the  country  made  the  French  and  their  heir* 
an  absolute  gift  of  the  lands  lying  between  the  point  above  (pointe  coupee  en  haut)  and  the  river  Blanche,  below  the 
village,  with  as  much  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Wabash  as  might  be  comprised  within  the  said  limits.  At  first,  the 
ignorance  of  the  value  of  those  lands  was  the  reason  why  there  have  been  no  authentic  writings  concerning  this 
donation;  but  such  as  were  in  existence  au  unfortunate  register  carried  ott",  with  several  other  consequential 
papei's;  afterwards,  the  war  of  1759  prevented  the  obtaining  of  them.  However,  the  donors  ratified  the  gift  in  all 
the  councils  which  have  since  been  held  both  with  the  officers  of  France  and  with  those  of  His  Britannic  Majesty: 
and  when  the  English  agents,  in  1774,  came  to  purchase  lands  (if  the  Indians,  the  donors,  at  that  time,  also  ratified 
anew  the  said  donation.  We  observe,  that  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  made  by  the  English,  as  they  wished  to  de- 
ceive the  unfortunate  Indians,  by  inserting  in  the  contract  botli  sides  of  the  river  instead  of  one,  which  the  latter 
consented  to  dispose  of,  they  would  not  subscribe  to  it. 

The  last  year  in  councils,  the  first  which  have  been  held  between  the  United  States  and  theselndians,  they  unani- 
mously spoke  of  the  donation  in  these  terms:  "  Americans,  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  come  to  see  you  and  to 
hearken  to  you.  I  shall,  however,  tell  you  the  truth.  Our  fathers  gave  to  the  French  and  their  heirs  all  the  lands 
from  la  pointe  coupee  and  the  river  Blanche,  on  both  sides  of  the  Wabash  river,  to  enable  them  to  live,  and  for  the 
pasturage  of  their  animals.  The  French  and  us  are  but  one  people;  our  bones  are  mingled  in  this  earth;  we  are  not 
now  come  to  take  it  Irom  them;  on  the  contrary,  we  say  that  all  those  who  are  here  dwell  here;  these  lands  are 
theirs;  we  liave  never  sold  lands.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  a  son  capable  of  selling  the  grave  of  his  mother.  Were 
we  to  sell  our  lands,  the  Grand  Source  of  Life  would  be  displeased,  for  we  should  also  sell  the  bones  of  our  fathers 
and  the  roebucks,  and  we  should  die  with  hunger.  I  do  not  come  to  jest  with  you,  or  to  ridicule  our  brethren  the 
French.  I  refer  to  the  writings  for  what  our  fathers  have  given  to  the  French;  writings  properly  drawn  never  de- 
ceive.   Tell  the  great  chief  what  I  have  just  said;  they  are  our  unanimous  sentiments. " 

It  would  doubtless  be  advantageous  to  us,  also  fo  state  here,  in  detail,  the  endless  difficulties  we  have  surmount- 
ed; the  dangers  we  have  braved  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  enemies  of  our  neighbors,  because  we  were  not  willing  to 
abandon  this  country;  the  reiterated  and  expensive  eff()rts  we  have  used  since  our  establishment  to  keep  our  neigh- 
bors within  the  limits  of  moderation,  and  to  prevent  tlieir  inroads  on  our  brethren;  the  favorable  disposition  towards 
the  United  States  in  which  General  Clarke  found  us,  a,s  well  as  our  neighbors,  by  the  means  of  our  councils.  In  a 
word,  the  considerable  losses  we  have  experienced,  principally  because  we  had  fraternized  with  the  Americans,  and 
took  the  advantage  of  supporting  our  rights  with  them.  But  we  had  rather  appeal  to  the  equity  of  the  United  States 
than  to  all  these  considerations",  however  dear  they  may  be  to  our  recollection;  .persuaded  as  we  are  that  Congress 
will  dissipate  our  doubts  by  an  act  in  which  regard  will  be  had  to  these  circumstances;  to  the  little  knowledge  we 
possess  of  affairs  of  this  nature;  to  the  antiquity  of  our  titles;  and,  above  all,  to  our  truly  deplorable  situation. 

Faithfully  translated  from  the  original  by 

GEO.  TAYLOR,  Junr. 
4th  April,  1794. 


SdCoKGRESS.]  No.    19.  [1st  SES8I0V. 

INDIAN    GRANTS    TO    THE   INHABITANTS    OF    POST    VINCENNES. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   APRIL   3,    1794. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitioli  of  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint  Vincennes, 
communicated  by  a  written  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  15th  instant,  made  the 
following  report:  .    , . 

That  Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  29th  of  August,  1788,  directed  measures  to  be  taken  for  confirming,  in  their 
possessions  and  titles,  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  at  Post  Saint  Vincennes,  who,  on  or 
before  the  year  1783,  had  settled  there,  and  had  professed  themselves  citizens  ot  the  United  States,  or  any  ot  them; 
and  for  laying  off  to  them,  at  their  own  expense,  the  several  tracts  which  they  rightfully  claimed,  and  which  might 
have  been  allotted  to  them  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  Government  under  which  they  have  respectively 

That  four  hundred  acres  of  land  should  also  be  reserved  and  given  to  every  head  of  a  family  of  the  above 
description,  settled  at  Post  Saint  Vincennes:  ■      ,     r 

That  the  Governor  of  the  Western  Territory  should  cause  to  be  laid  out,  at  the  public  expense,  in  the  torm 
of  a  square,  adjoining  to  the  present  improvements  at  Post  Saint  Vincennes,  and  in  whatever  direction  the  settlers 
shall  prefer,  a  tract  of  land  sufficient  for  completing  the  aboVe  donations;  which  tract  should  alterwards  be  dwde«i 
by  lot  among  the  settlers  who  were  entitled  to  any  part  of  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  Ihey  should  agree:  That, 
ill  pursuance  of  the  above  act  of  Congress,  it  appears  that  the  claims  of  the  settlers  at  Post  Saint  Vincennes  have 
been  examined,  and  surveys  made,  both  of  the  land  they  were  originally  entitled  to,  and  also  of  the  donation  ot 
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four  hundred  acres  to  each  head  of  a  family;  which  surveys  have  been  returned  into  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  territory;  but  that  no  grants  or  confiniiations  have  been  issued.  No  complaint  of  a  failure  in  the  execution  of 
the  above  act  of  Congress,  as  far  as  the  same  respects  individuals,  has,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  been 
made;  but  the  petitioners  state  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  among  the  settlers  in  common,  founded  on  what  they  call  a 
gift  from  the  Indians,  made  in  the  year  1742.  The  lands  then  granted,  the  petitioners  describe  as  follows:  '•  Lying 
between  the  point  above,  and  the  river  Blanche  below,  the  village,  with  as  much  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Wabash 
as  might  be  comprised  within  the  said  limits." 

This  grant  had  not  been  produced  to  the  committee;  but  in  case  of  such  a  grant,  the  bounds,  limits,  and  quantity 
of  the  land,  as  described  in  the  petition,  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coninfittee,  be  ascertained;  besides,  whatever 
might  have  been  intended  as  to  the  bounds  and  quantity  of  the  land,  your  committee  are  informed  that  the  grant 
or  gift,  in  question,  was  made  to  the  French  Government,  and  not,  in  particular,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint 
Vincennes;  but  that,  in  consequence  of  this  grant,  it  is  probable  that  the  lespective  claims  of  the  inhabitants,  settled 
as  above,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  were  founded  by  grants  under  the  French  Government;  and  could  the  land 
mentioned  in  the  grant  be  ascertained,  and  any  part  thereof  should  now  lemain  unlocated  to  the  inhabitants,  such 
surplusage  would  now  belong  to  the  United  States,  having  been  ceded  by  France  to  Great  Britain,  and  by  Great 
Britain  to  the  United  States,  at  the  treaty  of  peace- 

The  committee,  therefore,  upon  as  full  an  investigation  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  as  they  have  been  able  to 
make,  are  of  opinion,  that  they  have  no  legal  or  equitable  claim  to  any  land  from  the  United  States,  other  than  what 
have  already  been  allowed  to  them. 


4th  Congress.]  No.   20.  [1st  Sessiok. 

CLAIMS   ON    THE    LANDS    CEDED   BY    NORTH    CAROLINA. 

COMMrNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH   10,  1796. 

Mr.  HiLLHousE,  from  the  committee  instructed  to_  inquire  whether  any,_and  what  relief  ought  to  be  granted  to 

'  r  purchases  made 
made  the  foUow- 


persons  claiming  lands  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  river  Ohio,  under  purchases  made 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina^  which  have  been  since  secured  to  the  Indians,  by  treaty,  madi 


ing  report: 

That  the  chartered  limits  of  North  Carolina  extend  westerly  to  the  Mississippi,  and  comprehend  a  large  tract  of 
country  occupied  and  used  by  the  Indians  for  their  residence  and  hunting  ground.  That,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1778, 
the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  passed  a  law,  therein  and  thereby  ascertaining  and  declaring  the  western 
boundary  of  the  said  State,  and  running  a  line  which  comprehended  all  the  lands  claimed  at  that  time  to  have  been 
ceded  by  the  Indians,  or  conquered  from  them;  which  line  did  not  extend  so  far  westerly,  or  into  the  Indian  coun- 
try, as  the  present  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes;  and  by  the  said  law,  all  past 
entries  or  surveys  which  had  been  made  over  and  beyond  the  said  line,  were  declared  void,  and  all  future  entries 
or  surveys  were  prohibited.  Another  law  of  the  said  State,  passed  on  the  13th  of  September,  1780,  recognized  the 
sariie  boundary  line,  and  prohibited  entries  of  surveys  beyond  it.  On  the  17th  of  May,  1783,  another  law  of  the  said 
St  ue  was  passed,  declaring  it  to  be  expedient  to  extend  the  western  boundary  of  the  State;  and  did,  in  and  by  the 
said  law,  extend. the  same  to  the  Mississippi,  including  all  the  lands  within  the  ciiartered  limits  of  the  State;  and 
opened  a  land  oflBce  for  entering  and  surveying  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  certain  debts  contracted 
during  the  late  war;  excepting  from  such  entry  or  survey,  a  certain  tract  bounded  and  described  in  the  said  act, 
and  declared  to  be  reserved  for  the  Indians,  and  certain  other  tracts  reserved  for  special  purposes.  In  pursuance 
of,  and  in  conformity  to,  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  an  act  of  June  2d,  1784,  the  claimants  did  enter  and  survey 
the  lands  in  question;  but  the  principles  or  grounds  upon  which  North  Carolina  founded  the  said  act  for  thus  ex- 
tending their  western  boundary  are  not  made  known  to  the  committee,  nor  have  they  the  means  of  information  on 
that  subject;  it  appears,  however,  that  the  same  session  of  Assembly  titat  passed  the  said  land  office  law  also 
passed  a  law  directing  a  treaty  to  be  holden  with  the  Indians,  and  providing  for  the  expense  of  such  treaty,  and 
presents  to  be  given  to  the  Indians,  in  consideration  of  the  lands  by  them  to  be  ceded  to  the  State;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  such  treaty  was  ever  holden.  On  the  28th  day  of  November,  1785,  the  United  States  made  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell,  with  the  Cherokees,  and  established  a  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  said  tribe,  ex- 
cluding a  large  portion  of  the  lands  which  had  been  entered  and  surveyed  under  the  said  act;  at  which  treaty  the 
agent  of  North  Carolina  attended,  and  protested  against  it,  as  intrenching  upon  the  rights  of  that  St-ite;  this  treaty 
was,  however,  agreed  to,  and  ratified  by  the  United  States  and  the  said  tribe.  On  the  21st  of  November,  1789, 
North  Carolina  acceded  to  the  present  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  22d  of  December  following, 
passed  an  act  ceding  to  the  United  States  all  her  western  territory,  including  all  the  said  lands;  in  which  cession 
it  is,  among  other  things,  made  a  condition,  "  that  all  entries  made  by,  or  grants  made  to,  all  and  every  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  agreeable  to  law,  and  within  the  limits  thereby  intended  to  be  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
should  have  the  same  force  and  eft'ect  as  if  such  cession  Ifad  not  been  made;  and  that  all  and  every  right  of  occu- 
pancy and  pre-emption,  and  every  other  right  reserved  by  any  act  or  acts,  to  persons  settled  on  and  occupying 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  lands  hereby  intended  to  be  ceded,  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  to  be  in  full  force,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  cession  had  not  been  made,  and  as  conditions  upon  which  the  said  lands  are  ceded  to  the 
United  States."  Which  cession  was,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  April  2d,  1790,  accepted.  On  the  2d  of  July, 
1791,  the  treaty  of  Holston  was  made  with  the  said  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians;  in  which  the  present  boundary  line, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  said  Indian  tribe  was  established,  and  all  the  lauds  lying  beyond  the  said  line 
secured  thereby  to  the  said  tribe.  No  documents  or  proofs  have  been  produced  to  the  committee,  nor  have  they, 
by  their  researches,  been  able  to  find  any  satisfactory  evidence  that  North  Carolina  ever  did  extinguish  the  Indian 
title  or  claim  to  any  of  the  lands  lying  without  the  said  present  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
said  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians.  Should  any  such  proof  be  hereafter  produced,  it  will  merit  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress. From  the  most  accurate  view  which  the  committee  are  able  to  take  of  the  subject,  from  the  information  now 
before  them,  they  cannot  find  that  the  said  claimants  have  any  other  than  .a  pre-emptive  right  to  the  said  lands,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  they  cannot,  of  right,  claim  any  tiling  more  of  this  Government  than  a  confirmation  of  that  title, 
and  an  assurance  that,  whenever  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished,  they  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  into  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  said  lands,  and  therefore  recommend  the  Ibllovving  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought,  by  law,  to  be  made,  authorizing  and  enabling  every  person  who,  under  the  laws 
of  North  Carolina,  and  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  and  provisions  thereof,  have  so  entered,  surveyed,  located, 
or  obtained  grants  of  any  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  said  State  to  the  United  States,  as  would  have  vested  a  good 
title,  under  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina,  if  such  cession  had  not  been  made  to  enter  upon,  occupy,  and  possess 
the  same,  whenever,  and  as  soon  as  the  Indian  title  or  claim  to  such  lands,  shall  be  extinguished,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States,  by  purchase  or  otherwise;  and  to  confirm  and  establish  such  title  in  as  full  and  ample  a 
manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  derived  from  or  under  the  United  States. 

Note.    See  No.  16. 
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CLAIMS  TO  LAND  IN  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  PARTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  UNDER  A 
LAW  OF  THE  STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    SENATE,    ON   THE    29tH    DAY   Or   APRIL,    179G. 

Phh,adi;lphia,  ^pril  26,  1796. 
Sir:  .  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  in  pursuance  of  their  resolution  ot  the  3d  of  March,  1795, 
respecting  the  title  to  the  land  situate  in  the  southwestern  parts  of  the  United  States,  claimed  by  certain  companies 
in  that  resolution  described  under  a  law  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  the  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1794. 
It  is  accompanied  with  all  the  charters,  treaties,  and  other  documents  relative  to  the  subject  which  it  has  been  in  my 
power  to  procure,  except  the  most  modern  treaties  to  which  I  have  taken  leave  to  refer.  However  imperfect  it  may 
be  deemed,  I  have  yet  supposed  it  better  to  obey,  without  delay,  the  order  of  Congress,  in  the  best  manner  in  my 
power,  than  to  suffer  the  session  to  pass  without  a  communication  of  some  kind. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  LEE, 
•Attorney  General  of  the  United  Stales. 
The  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  Attorney  General  most  respectfully  reports: 

That,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  directing  the  Attorney  General  to  collect,  digest,  and  report  to  the  next  Congress, 
the  charters,  treaties,  and  other  documents  relative  to  and  explanatory  of  the  title  to  the  land  situate  in  the  south- 
western parts  of  the  United  States,  and  claimed  by  certain  companies  under  a  law  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed 
the  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  namely,  a  tract  of  land  claimed 
by  James  Gunn,  Matthew  McAllister,  and  George  Walker,  and  their  associates;  also,  a  tract  of  land  claimed  by 
Nicholas  Long,  Thomas  Glasscock,  Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Thomas  Cumming,  and  their  associates:  also,  a  tract  of 
land  claimed  by  John  B.  Scott,  John  C.  Nightingale,  and  Wade  Hampton,  and  their  associates;  and  also,  a  tract 
of  land  claimed  by  Zachariah  Cox,  and  Matthias  Maker,  and  their  associates;  a  collection  was  begun  by  his  prede- 
cessor in  office,  which  he  has  endeavored  to  complete  and  digest,  anti  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

L.  No.  1.  The  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  between  England  and  Spain,  made  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy,  whereby  it  is  stipulated  that  the  King  ot  Great  Britain  should  remain  in  possession  of  what  lie 
then  possessed  in  the  West  Indies  and  America;  and  prior  to  this  period,  nothing  is  known  to  have  been  done 'to 
settle  the  pretensions  of  those  crowns  relative  to  America,  and  at  this  time  the  principal  colonies  of  Great  Britain 
were  settled.  In  this  situation,  the  boundaries  of  the  territories  in  America  of  tliose  nations,  remained  till  the  peace 
of  1763,  during  which  time  they  were  the  subject  of  many  disputes,  which  were  not  adjusted  till  the  cession  of  Flo- 
rida in  that  year  to  the  Kin§  of  Great  Britain. 

L.  No.  2.  An  article  of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  in  1729,  referring  to  commissioners  to  ascertain  the  territorial 
limits  of  each  nation  in  Ame'ica,  founded  on  any  pre-existing  treaty;  but  this  commission  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  ever  executed. 

L.  No.  3.  An  extract  from  the  treaty  in  1763,  relative  to  the  cession  of  Florida  by  Spain  to  Great  Britain,  it 
being  comprehended  in  the  19th  article. 

L.  No.  4.  The  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  1763,  after  the  aforesaid  cession,  by  which,  among 
other  things,  an  addition  is  made  to  Georgia  of  "  all  the  lands  lying  between  tiie  rivers  Altamaha  and  St.  Mary's." 

A.  No.  1.  An  extract  from  a  representation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  King,  dated  in  1728,  in  which  are  cited 
two  grants,  one  by  Charles  the  First,  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  unto  Sir  Robert  Heath,  of  Carolina,  Florida,  of 
the  land  lying  from  the  river  Matheo  in  the  30th  degree,  to  the  river  Passa  Magna,  in  the  36th  degree  of  northern 
latitude;  the  other  by  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  unto  certain  persons  as  proprietors, 
all  that  part  of  North  America  which  lies  betvt-een  the  36th  and  29th  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  and  inwiiich  Fort 
King  George,  on  Altamaha,  within  the  bounds  of  each,  is  stated  to  be  cTairaed  and  contested  by  Spain. 

A.  No.  2.  A  report  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  King,  respecting  the  erection,  in  1720,  of  Fort  King  George, 
its  subsequent  abandonment  on  account  of  urhealthiness,  and  recommending  it  to  be  again  occupied,  and  held  as  an 
evidence  of  his  possession.    This  is  dated  1st  December,  1727. 

B.  A  surrender  dated  25th  July,  1729,  to  George  the  Second,  of  seven  parts,  into  eight  equal  parts,  to  be  divided 
of  ail  that  territory,  situate,  &c.  extending  from  the  north  end  of  the  island  called  Lucker  Island,  which  lyeth  in 
the  southern  Virginia  seas,  and  within  six  and  thirty  degrees  of  the  northern  latitude,  and  to  the  west  as  far  as  the 
South  Seas,  and  so  southerly  as  far  as  the  river  St.  Mathias,  which  bordereth  upon  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  within 
one  and  thirty  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  and  so  west  in  a  direct  line  as  far  as  the  South  seas;  also,  of  all  that 
territory  north  and  eastward  as  far  as  the  nortli  end  of  Carahfuke  river  or  gullet.  Upon  a  straight  westerly  line  to 
Wyonoake  creek,  which  lies  within  about  the  degrees  of  thirty-six  and  thirty  minutes  northern  latitude,  and  so  vyest 
in  a  direct  line  as  far  as  the  South  Seas,  and  south  and  westward  as  far  as  the  degrees  of  twenty-nine,  inclusive, 
northern  latitude,  and  so  west  in  a  direct  line  as  far  as  the  South  Seas. 

H.  No.  1.  Commission  to  Robert  Johnson,  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  dated  9th  December,  1729,  in  which  the 
limits  of  the  province  are  not  defined,  and  by  which  he  is  authorized  to  grant  lands  to  individuals. 

H.  No.  2.  Instructions  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Governor  Robert  Johnson,  dated  lOth  June,  1730,  concerning 
grants  of  lands  and  laying  off  townships.  .  .  ' 

C.  No.  1.  A  report  of  the  Board  ot  Trade  to  the  Privy  Council, dated  17th  December,  1730,  advising  an  incorpo- 
ration of  a  society  by  the  name  of  "  the  corporation  for  establishing  charitable  colonies  in  America,"  and  a  grant  to 
them  of  "  all  that  tract  of  land  in  the  province  of  South  Carolina,  lying  between  the  rivers  Savannah  and  Altamaha, 
to  be  bounded  by  the  most  navigable  and  largest  branches  of  the  Savannah,  and  the  most  southerly  branch  of  the 
Altamaha,"  who  were  to  be  a  colony  independent  of  South  Carolina,  except  as  to  the  command  of  the  militia. 

C.  No-  2.  A  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Privy  Council,  dated  22d  December,  1731,  that  the  western 
boundary  of  the  new  colony  (meaning  Georgia)  may  extend  as  far  as  that  described  in  the  ancient  patents  of  Caro- 
lina, namely,  westward. 

C.  No.  3.  An  extract  from  the  charter  of  Georgia,  dated  in  1732,  whereby  seven  undivided  eighth  parts  of  that 
part  of  South  Carolina  which  "  lies  from  the  northern  stream  ol'  a  river,  there  commonly  called  the  Savannah,  all  along 
the  seacoast  to  the  southward,  unto  the  most  southern  stream  of  a  certain  other  great  water  or  river,  called  the  Al- 
tamaha, and  westward  from  the  heads  of  the  said  rivers  respectively,  in  direct  lines  to  the  South  Seas,  and  all  that 
space,  circuit,  and  precinct  of  land  lying  within  the  said  boundaries,  &c.  are  disposed  ot. 

C.  No.  4.  An  extract  from  a  state  of  the  province  of  Georgia,  attested  upon  oath  in  the  court  of  Savannah, 
copied  from  a  printed  journal  of  William  Stevens,  which  was  published  in  London  in  174^,  vol.  2.  "  It  lies  from 
the  most  northern  stream  of  the  river  Savannah,  the  mouth  of  which  is  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-two  degrees,  along 
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the  seacoast,  to  the  most  southern  stream  of  Altamaha,  the  mouth,  of  which  is  in  thirty  and  a  half  degrees,  and 
westward  from  the  heads  of  the  said  rivers  respectively,  in  direct  lines  to  the  South  Seas." 

D.  Additional  instructions  to  Robert  Johnson,  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  dated  6th  September,  173-2,  reciting 
the  charter  of  Georgia,  bearing  date  the  flth  June,  1732,  and  requiring  it  to  be  registered  among  the  records  of  that 
province. 

E.  A  surrender  of  the  trustees  of  Georgia  unto  the  King,  of  all  their  rights,  under  the  charter  of  173-3,  for  seven- 
eighths  of  that  territory,  and  under  the  deed  from  Earl  Granville  to  them  of  the  remaining  eighth  part,  dated  38th 
February.  1732,  which  charter  and  deed  are  therein  recited,  and  which  surrender  bears  d;ite  in  the  year  1752. 

C.  No.  5.  A  commission  to  John  Reynolds,  appointing  him  Governor  of  the  province  of  Georgia,  lying  "  between 
the  most  northern  stream  of  it  river,  there  commonly  called  Savannah,  all  along  to  the  seacoast  to  the  southward, 
to  the  most  southern  stream  of  a  certain  other  great  water  or  river,  called  the  Altamaha,  and  westward  from  the 
heads  .of  the  said  rivers  respectively,  in  straight  lines  to  the  South  Seas--' 

F.  No.  1.  A  letter  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Governor  Ellis,  of  Georgia,  disapproving  of  his  license  to  Gray  and 
others,  to  settle  south  of  the  Altamaha,  as  it  was  out  of  his  governmental  limits,  and  might  provoke  a  Spanish  war, 
dated  31st  April,  1758. 

■   F.  No.  2.  A  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  1st  March,  1758,  complaining  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Gray  and  his  associates  south  of  the  Altamaha.  ■ 

F.  No.  3.  \  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Governor  Lyttleton.  of  South  Carolina,  complaining  and  remon- 
strating against  the  same  settlement  of  Gray,  &c.  dated  21st  April,  1758. 

F.  No.  4.  A  letter  of  James  Wright,  Governor  of  Georgia,  dated  17th  October,  1761.  giving  information  of  set- 
tlements south  of  Altamaha  without  license,  which  he  states  out  of  his  jurisdiction;  and  also,  that  Oglethorpe  had 
extended  his  settlements  to  the  south  of  the  true  boundary  of  Georgia. 

G.  No.  1.  A  protest  of  (governor  Wright,  of  Georgia,  to  Governor  Thomas  Boone,  of  South  Carolina,  dated 
30th  March,  1763,  against  his  grants  of  any  lands  south  of  the  rivei*  Altamaha,  recorded  in  the  books  of  grant  of 
South  Carolina. 

G.  No.  2.  A  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Governor  Boone,  dated  30th  May,  1763,  disapproving  of  his 
conduct  in  granting  lands  south  of  the  Altamaha,  supposed  to  be  in  Florida,  and  expressing  an  intention  to  enlarge 
the  boundaries  of  Georgia,  &c.  • 

G.  No.  3.  A  letter  from  Governor  Boone  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  dated  17th  August,  1763,  e,xplaining  his  rea- 
sons for  granting  the  lands  south  of  Altamaha,  in  which  he  states  that  the  boundaries  of  Georgia  were  fixed,  and 
did  not  include  those  lands;  that  there  is  a  latitude  of  thii-ty-eight  miles  to  the  south  of  Georgia,  which  was  not  in 
Florida,  and  over  which  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  had  before  exercised  jurisdiction;  and  other  particulars  are 
mentioned  by  him. 

G.  Nos.  5  &  6.  Two  letters  from  Governor  Wright  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  one  dated  20th  April,  1763,  in  which 
he  suggests  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  extending  the  boundai'ies  of  Georgia,  and  of  vacating  the  grants  of 
SoutliCarolina,  of  lands  south  of  Altamaha,  &c. 

G.  No.  4.  An  inquiry  of  the  Board  of  Trade  respecting  the  gt-ants  of  .Governor  Boone,  before  mentioned, 
bearing  date  20th  December,  1764.  -  .  '      '        ' 

K.  No.  1.  A  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  King,  dated  1st  June,  1763,  advising  the  ceded  country  to  be 
divided  into  two  provinces.  East  and  West  Florida,  the  boundary  of  each  to  be  the  thirty-fii-st  degree  of  North 
latitude,  as  far  as  could  be  settled  without  interfering  with  the  Indians,  and  advising  the  land  north  of  St.  Mary's' 
to  be  joined  to  Georgia.  ' 

K.  No.  2.  A  commission  to  James  Grant,  Governor  of  East  Florida,  in  which  are  described  the  bounds  of  that 
province,  bearing  date  4th  October,  1763,  viz:  "  to  the  northward  by  a  line  drawn  f^om  that  part  of  Appalachicola 
river  where  the  Chattahoochee  and  Flint  rivers  meet,  to  the  source  of  St.  Mary's  theiice,  by  the  course  of  that  river, 
to  the  Atlantic." 

K.  No.  3.  A  commission  to  John  Elliott,  Governor,  of  West  Florida,  dated  29th  July,  1767,  describing  its 
bounds  "  to  the  northward,  by  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  that  part  of  the  river  Mississippi  which  lies  in  thirty-one 
degrees  north  latitude;  to  the  river  Appalachicola,  or  Chattahoochee,  and  to  the  eastward  by  the  said  river." 

K.  No.  4.  A  representation  from  the  Board  oi  Trade,  dated  23d  March,  1764,  for  altering  the  bounds  of  West 
Florida  by  an  instrument  under  the  great  seal,  as  was  done  in  the  extension  of  the  south  boundary  of  Georgia,  which 
should  declare  West  Florida  to  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo,  where 
it  unites  with  the  Mississippi,  due  east  to  the  river  Appalachicola,  in  order  to  comprehend  settlements. 

I.  No.  1.  A  representation  from  the  Board  of  Tiade  on  the  act  of  Georgia,  passed  in  March,  1765,  respecting 
grants  of  lands  by  South  Carolina,  lying  south  of  Altamaha,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  the  cession  in  1763,  by  Spain, 
had  put  an  end  to  die  disputes  concerning  the  lands  south  of  Altamaha,  which  had  not  been  previously  occupied  by 
either  nation,  exclusively  oi  the  other;  that  all  south  of  St.  Mary's  were  £ast  Florida,  and  all  north  of  that  river 
were  annexed  to  Georgia;  for  which  boundaries  reference  is  made  to  the  proclamation  bearing  date  the  7th  October, 
1763;  but  the  act  is  objectionable  and  ought  not  to  receive  the  royal  assent;  and  that  all  documents  concerning  those 
granted  lands  should  be  transcribed,  and  the  transcripts  sent  from  South  Carolina  to  Georgia,  and  there  recorded. 

I.  No.  2.  Additional  instructions  from  the  King,  in  the  7th  year  of  his  reign,  (that  is  to  say  in  the  year  1767) 
to  Montague,  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  in  conformity  to  the  representation  last  mentioned,  whereby  his  approba- 
tion thereof  is  expressed,  and  the  same  is  carried  into  effect. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe  here,  that  no  document  has  come  to  the  hands  of  the  Attorney  General  by  which  the 
extension  of  West  Florida  appears  to  have  been  made,  conformably  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Board  of  iTrade  in  the 
'  paper  marked  K.  No.  4,  herein  before  mentioned;  and  perhaps  this  may  be  deemed  a  matter  worthy  of  further 
inquij-y,  unless  the  declaration  of  George  Chalmers  be  so  considered,  which  will  be  referred  to. 

M.  A  copy  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  of  the  one  part,  and -the  Cherokee  nation  on 
the  other,  dated  20th  of  May,  1777.  relative  to  the  boundaries  of  their  countries. 

N.  An  agreement  for  establishing  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  bearing 
date  28th  April,  1787. 

The  Attorney  General  forbears  to  transmit  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  in  the  year 
1783,  and  the  treaty  of  the  same  date  between  Great  Britain  ami  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  treaty  lately  con- 
cluded, though  not  yet  ratified,  by  the  King  of  Spain,  with  the  United  States,  because  they  are  already  in  possession 
of  Congress  and  in  print;  nor  need  he  observe  that  these  establish  the  present  boundaries  of  the  United  States; 
but  he  prays  leave  to  remark  that  most  of  the  documents  herein  reported  have  been  obtained  through  the  aid  of 
George  Chalmers,  in  the  office  for  trade  at  Whitehall,  at  the  instance  of  Samuel  Bayard,  by  direction  of  the  late  At- 
torney General  Bradford,  who,  in  a  long  letter  accompanying  them,  has  presented  his  view  of  their  operation,  rela- 
tive to  the  boundary  of  Georgia;  and,  whether  correct  or  otherwise,  the  same  is  communicated  herewith  for  the  use 
and  consideration  of  Congress.  .  „ 

P.  A  note  from  Judge  Pendleton  of  Georgia,  in  which  he  represents  that  the  north  boundary  of  Florida  was 
extended  in  1764,  but  he  has  not  sent  any  documents  to  support  the  assertions.     If  further  time  were  allowed,  per- 
haps some  useful  information  might  be  obtained  on  this  point. 
All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  LEE. 

April  28, 1796. 
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L  No.  1.        ■         ' 

Extract,  from  the  treaty  between  England  and  Spain,  made  in  the  year  1670,  taken  from  2d  vol-  Chalmers's  Treaties, 

page  37. 

7th.  All  oftences,  damages,  losses,  injuries,  which  the  nations  and  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  have  at  any 
time,  heretofore,,  upon  what  cause  or  pietext  soever,  suffered  by  each  other  in  America,  shall  be  expunged  out  of 
remeuibraiice  and  buried  in  oblivion,  as  if  no  such  thin^  had  ever  past. 

Moreover,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  most  serene  King  of  Great  Britain,  his  heirs  and  successors,  shall  have,  hold, 
keep,  and  enjoy  forever,  with  plenary  right  of  sovereignty,  dominion,  possession,  and  propriety,  all  those  lands,  re- 
gions, islands,  colonies,  and  places  whatsoever,  being  or  situated  in  the  West  Indies,  or  in  any  part  of  America, 
which  the  siiid  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  subjects  do  at  present  hold  and  possess;  so  as  that  in  regard  thereof,  or 
upon  any  color  or  pretence  whatsoever,  nothing  more  may  or  ought  to  be  urged,  nor  any  question  or  controversy  be 
ever  moved  concerning  the  same  hereafter. 

A  true  copy, 

CHARLES  LEE. 
L  No.  2. 

Extract  from  the  treaty  beliveen  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Seville,  in  1729,  taken  from 
■2d  vol.  Chalmers's  Treaties,  page  222. 

6th.  Commissaries  shall  be  nominated,  with  sufficient  powers,  on  the  part  of  their  Britannic  and  Catholic 
Majesties,  who  shall  assemble  at  the  court  of  Spain,  within  the  space  of  four  months  affer  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
eations  of  the  present  treaty,  or  sooner,  if  it  can'be  done,  to  examine  and  decide,  what  concerns  the  snips  and  ettects 
taken  at  sea  on  either  side,  to  the  times  specified  in  the  preceding  article.  The  said  commissaries  shall  likewise 
examine  and  decide,  according  to  the  treaties,  the  respective  pretensions  which  relate  to  the  abuses  that  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  committed  in  commerce,  as  well  in  the  Indies  as  in  Europe,  and  all  the  other  respective  preten- 
sions in  America,  founded  on  treaties,  whether  with  respect  to  the  limits,  or  otherwise.  The  said  commissaiies  shall 
likewise  discuss  and  decide  the  pretensions  which  His  Catholic  Majesty  may  have,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  twenty-one,  for  the  restitution  of  the  ships  taken  by  the  English  fleet,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighteen.  And  the  said  commissaries,  after  having  examined,  discussed  and  decided  the  above 
said  points  and  pretensions,  shall  make  a  report  of  their  proceedings  to  their  Britannic  and  Catholic  Majesties,  who 
promise  that,  within  the  space  of  six  m(mths  after  the  making  of  the  said  report,  they  will  cause  to  be  executed 
punctually  and  exactly  what  shall  have  been  so  decided  by  the  said  commissaries. 

A  true  copy,  , 

CHARLES  LEE. 

L  No.  3.  ; 

Extract  from  the  treaty  of  peace  iti  1763,  taken  from  the  3d  vol.  of  Collection  of  Treaties,  page  188. 

SOth;  In  consequence  of  the  restitution  stipulated  in  the  preceding  article.  His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  and  guaran- 
ties, in  full  right,  to  His  Britannic  Majesty,  Florida,  with  Fort  St.  Augustin  and  the  bay  of  Pensacola,  as  well  as  all 
that  Spain  possessed  on  the  conl,inent  of  North  America,  to  the  east  or  to  the  southeast  of  the  river  Mississippi; 
and,  in  general,  every  thing  that  depends  on  the  said  countries  and  lands,  with  the  sovereignty,  property,  possession, 
and  all  rights,  acquired  by  treaties  or  otherwise,  which  the  Catholic  King  and  the  crown  of  Spain  have  had  till  now 
•ver  the  said  countries,  lands,  places,  and  their  inhabitants,  so  that  the  Catholic  King  cedes  and  makes  over  tha 
wbole  to  the  said  King  and  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  in  the  most  ample  manner  and  form. 

A  true  copy, 

CHARLES  LEE. 
L  No.  4. 

BY  THE  KING,  A  PROCLAMATION. 
George  R. 

Whereas,  we  have  taken  into  our  royal  consideration  the  extensive  and  valuable  acquisitions  in  America, 
secured  to  our  crown  by  the  late  definitive  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Paris  the  10th  day  of  February  last;  and 
being  desirous  that  all  our  loving  subjects,  as  well  ofour  kingdoms  as  of  our  colonies  in  America,  may  avail  them- 
•elves,  with  all  convenient  speed,  of  the  great  benefits  and  advantages  which  must  accrue  therefrom  to  their  com- 
merce, manufactures,  and  navigation;  we  have  thought  fit.  with  the  advice  of  our  privy  council,  to  issue  this  our 
royal  proclamation,  hereby  to  publish  and  declare  to  all  our  loving  subjects  that  we  have,  with  the  advice  of  our  said- 
privy  council,  granted  our  letters  patent  under  our  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  to  erect  within  the  countries  and 
islands,  ceded  and  confirmed  to  us  by  the  said  treaty,  four  distinct  and  separate  Governments,  styled  and  called  by 
the  names  of  Quebec,  East  Florida,  West  Floiida,  and  Grenada,  and  limited  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz. 

First,  The  Government  of  Quebec,  bounded  on  the  Labrador  coast  by  the  river  St.  John,  and  from  thence  by  a 
line  drawn  from  the  head  of  that  river,  through  the  lake  St.  John,  to  the  south  end  of  the  lake  Nipissim;  from  whence 
the  said  line,  crossing  the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lake  Champlain  in  45  degrees  of  north  latitude,  passes  along 
the  high  lands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  said  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  sea;  and  also  aU)hg  the  north  coast  of  the  Baye  des  Chaleurs,  and  the  coast  of  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence  to 
Cape  Rosieres,  and  from  thence^  crossing  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  by  the  west  end  of  the  island  of  Anti- 
costi,  terminates  at  the  aforesaid  river  St.  John. 

Secondly,  The  Government  of  East  Florida,  bounded  to  the  westward  by  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  and  the  Appaja- 
ehicola  river;  to  the  northward,  by  a  line  drawn  from  that  part  of  the  said  river  where  the  Chattahoochee  and  Flint 
rivers  meet,  to  die  source  of  St.  Mary's  river,  and  by  the  course  of  the  said  river  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  to  the 
cast  and  south  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  Gulph  of  Florida,  including  all  islands  within  six  leagues  of  the  sea- 

Thirdly,  The  Government  of  West  Florida,  bounded  to  the  southward  by  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  including  all 
islands  within  six  leagues  of  the  coast  from  the  river  Appalachicola  to  the  lake  Pontchartrain;  to  the  westward  by  the 
said  lake,  the  lake  Maurepas,  and  the  river  Mississippi;  to  the  northward,  by  a  line  drawn  due  east  tiom  that  part  ot 
the  river  Mississippi  which  lies  in  thirty-one  degrees  north  latitude,  to  the  river  Appalachicola,  or  Chattahoochee; 
and  to  the  eastward  by  the  sard  river.  ■  <    •     r^        a- 

Fourthly,  The  Government  of  Grenada,  comprehending  the  island  of  that  name,  together  with  the  Grenadines, 
and  the  islands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago.  .        •    i 

And  to  the  end  that  the  open  and  free  fishery  of  our  subjects  may  be  extended  to,  and  carried  on,  upon  the  coast 
of  Labrador  and  the  adjacent  islands,  we  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  our  said  privy  council,  to  put  all  that 
coast,  from  the  river  St.  John's  to  Hudson's  Straights,  together  with  the  islands  of  Anticosti  and  Madelaine,  and  all 
other  smaller  islands  lying  upon  the  said  coast,  umler  »he  care  and  inspection  of  our  GDvernorot  Newfoundland. 

We  have  also,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy  council,  thought  fit  to' annex  the  islands  ol  St.  John  and  Cape  Bre- 
ton, or  Isle  Royale,  with  the  lesser  islands  adjacent  thereto,  to  pur  Government  of  Nova  Scotia. 

We  have  also,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy  council  aforesaid,  annexed  to  our  province  ot  Georgia  all  the  lands 
lying  between  the  rivers  Altamaha  and  St.  Mary's. 

And  whereas,  it  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  speedy  settling  our  said  new  Governments,  that  our  loving  subjects 
should  be  informed  of  our  paternal  care  for  the  security  of  the  liberties  and  properties  of  those  who  are,  and  shall 
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become  inhabitants  thereof;  we  have  thought  fit  to  publish  and  declare,  by  this  our  proclamation,  that  we  have,  in 
the  letters  patent  under  our  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  by  which  the  said  Governments  are  constituted,  given  ex- 
press power  and  direction  to  our  Governors  of  our  said  colonies  respectively,  that,  so  soon  as  the  state  and  circum- 
stances of  the  said  colonies  will  admit  thereof,  they  shall,  with  the  advice  and  consentof  the  members  of  our  council, 
summon  and  call  general  assemblies  within  the  said  Governtiients  respectively,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  is  used 
and  directed  in  those  colonies  and  provinces  in  America,  which  are  under  our  immediate  Government;  and  we  have 
also  given  power  to  the  said  Governors,  with  consent  of  our  said  councils,  and  the  representatives  of  the  people,  so 
to  be  summoned  as  aforesaid,  to  make,  constitute,  and  ordain  laws,  statutes,  and  ordinances  for  the  public  peace, 
welfare,  and  good  government  of  our  said  colonies,  and  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  as  near  as  may  be, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  used  in  other  colonies;  and  in 
the  meantime,  and  until  such  assemblies  can  be  called  as  aforesaid,  all  persons  inhabiting  in,  or  resorting  to,  our  said 
colonies,  may  confide  in  our  royal  protection  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  our  realm  of  England; 
for  which  purpose  we  have  given  power  under  our  great  seal  to  the  Governors  of  our  said  colonies  respectively,  to 
erect  and  constitute,  with  the  advice  of  our  said  councils,  respectively,  courts  of  judicature  and  public  justice  within 
our  said  colonies  for  the  hearing  and  determining  all  causes,  as  well  criminal  as  civil,  according  to  law  and  equity, 
and  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England,  with  liberty  to  all  persons  who  inay  think  themselves  ag- 
grieved by  the  sentence  of  such  courts,  in  all  civil  cases,  to  appeal,  under  the  usual  limitations  and  restrictions,  to 
us  in  our  privy  council. 

We  have  also  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy  council  as  aforesaid,  to  give  unto  the  Governors  and 
councils  of  our  said  three  new  colonies  upon  the  continent,  full  power  and  authority  to  settle  and  agree  with  the  in- 
habitants of  our  said  new  colonies,  or  to  any  other  person  who  shall  resort  thereto,  for  such  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  as  are  now,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  in  our  power  to  dispose  of,  and  them  to  grant  to  any  such  person  or 
persons,  upon  such  terms,  and  under  such  moderate  quit-rents,  services,  and  acknowledgments,  as  have  been  ap- 
pointed and  settled  in  other  colonies,  and  under  such  other  conditions  as  shall  appear  to  us  to  be  necessary  and  ex- 
pedient for  the  advantage  of  the  grantees,  and  the  improvement  and  settlement  ol  our  said  colonies. 

And  whereas,  we  are  desirous,  upon  all  occasions,  to  testify  our  royal  sense  and  approbation  of  the  conduct  and 
bravery  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  armies,  and  to  reward  the  same,  we  do  hereby  command  and  impower  our 
Governors  of  our  said  three  new  colonies,  and  other  our  Governors  of  our  several  provinces  on  the  continent  ^of 
North  America,  to  grant,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  such  reduced  officers  as  have  served  in  North  America  during 
the  late  war,  and  are  actually  residing  there,  and  shall  personally  apply  for  the  same,  the  following  quantities  of  land, 
subject,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  to  the  same  quit-rents  as  other  lands  are  subject  to  in  the  province  within 
which  they  are  granted,  as  also  subject  to  the  same  conditions  of  cultivation  and  improvements,  viz. 
To  every  person  having  the  rank  of  a  field  otticer,  five  thousand  acres. 
To  every  captain,  three  thousand  acres. 
To  every  subaltern  or  staff  officer,  two  thousand  acres. 
To  every  non-commissioned  officer,  two  hundred  acres. 
To  every  private  man,  fifty  acres. 

We  do  likewise  authorize  and  require  the  Governors  and  Commanders-in-chief  of  all  our  said  colonies  upon  the 
-continent  of  North  America,  to  grant  the  like  quantities  of  land,  aild  upon  the  same  conditions,  to  such  reduced  of- 
"ficers  of  our  navy  of  like  rank,  as  seryed  on  board  our  ships  of  war  in  North  America,  at  the  times  of  the  reduction  of 
Louisburg  and  Quebec,  in  the  late  war,  and  who  shall  personally  apply  to  our  respective  Governors  for  such  grants. 
And  whereas,  it  is  just  and  reasonable,  and  essential  to  our  inti^est,  and  the  security  of  our  colonies,  that  the 
several  nations  or  tribes  of  Indians,  with  whom  we  are  connected,  and  who  live  under  our  protection,  should, 
not  be  molested  or  disturbed  in  the  possession  of  such  parts  of  our  dominions  and  territories  as,  not  having  been 
ceded  to  or  purchased  by  us,  are  reserved  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  their  hunting  grounds;  we  do,  therefore,  with 
the  advice  of  our  privy  council,  declare  it  to  be  our  royal  will  and  pleasure,  that  no  Governor  or  Commander-in- 
chief,  in  any  of  our  colonies  of  Quebec,  East  Florida,  m  West  Florida,  do  presume,  upon  any  pretence  whatever, 
to  grant  warrants  of  survey,  or  pass  any  patents  for  lands  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  respective  Governments,  as 
described  in  their  commissions;  as  also  that  no  Governor  or  Commander-in-chief  of  our  other  colonies  or  plantations 
in  America,  do  presume  for  the  present,  and  until  our  further  pleasure  be  known,  to  grant  warrant  of  survey,  or 
pass  patents  for  any  lands  beyond  the  heads  or  sources  of  any  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from 
the  west  or  northwest;  or  upon  any  lands  whatever,  which,  not  having  been  ceded  to,  or  purchased  by  us,  as  aforesaid, 
are  reserved  to  the  said  Indians,  or  any  of  them. 

And  we  do  further  declare  it  to  be  our  royal  will  and  pleasure  for  the  present,  as  aforesaid,  to  reserve  under  our 
sovereignty,  protection,  and  dominion,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Indians,  all  the  land  and  territories  not  included  within 
the  limits  of  our  said  three  new  Governments,  or  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  granted  to  the  Hudson^s  Bay  Com- 
pany; as  also  all  the  land  and  territories  lying  to  the  westward  of  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  sea 
from  the  west  and  uortliwest,  as  aforesaid;  and  we  do  hereby  strictly  forbid,  on  pain  ()f  our  displeasure,  all  our  lov- 
ing subjects  from  making  any  purchases  or  settlements  whatever,  or  taking  possession  of  any  of  the  lands  above 
reserved,  without  our  especial  leave  and  license  for  that  purpose  first  obtained. 

And  we  do  further  strictly  enjoin  and  require  all  persons  whatever,  who  have  either  wilfully  or  inadvertently 
seated  themselves  upon  any  lands  within  the  countries  above  described,  or  upon  any  other  lands  which,  not  having 
been  ceded  to  or  purchased  by  us,  are  still  reserved  to  the  said  Indians,  as  aforesaid,  forthwith  to  remove  themselves 
from  such  settlements. 

And  whereas,  great  frauds  and  abuses  have  been  committed  in  the  purchasing  lands  of  the  Indians,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  our  interests,  and  to  the  great  dissatisfaction  of  the  said  Indians;  in  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  such 
irregularities  for  the  future,  and  to  the  end  that  the  Indians  may  be  convinced  of  our  justice  and  deiermined  resolu- 
tion to  remove  all  reasonable  cause  of  discontent,  we  do,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy  council,  strictly  enjoin  and  re- 
quire that  no  private  person  do  presume  to  make  any  purchase  from  the  said  Indians  of  any  lands  reserved  to  the 
said  Indians  within  those  parts  of  our  colonies  where  we  have  thought  proper  to  allow  settlement;  but  that,  if  at  any 
time  any  of  the  said  Indians  should  be  inclined  to  dispose  of  the  said  lands,  the  same  shall  be  purchased  oiilfy  for  us, 
in  our  name,  at  some  public  meeting  or  assembly  of  the  said  Indians,  to  be  held  for  that  purpose  by  the  Goiernor  or 
Commander-in-chief  of  our  colony  respectively  within  which  they  shall  lie;  and,  in  case  they  shall  lie  w  thin  the 
limits  of  any  proprieti^ries,  conformable  to  such  directions  and  instructions  as  we  or  they  shall  think  propdr  to  give 
for  that  purpose:  and  we  do,  by  the  advice  of  our  privy  council,  declare  and  enjoin  that  the  trade  with  the  said  In- 
dians shall  be  free  and  open  to  all  our  subjects  whatever,  provided  that  every  person,  who  may  incline  to  trade  with 
the  said  Indians,  do  take  out  a  license  for  carrying  on  such  trade  from  the  Governor  or  Commander-in-chief  of  any 
of  our  colonies  respectively  where  such  person  shall  reside,  and  also  give  security  to  observe  such  regulations  as  we 
shall  at  any  time  think  fit,  by  ourselves  or  commissaries  to  be  appointed  for  this  purpose,  to  direct  and  appoint,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  trade:  and  we  do  hereby  authorize,  enjoin,  and  require  the  Governors  and  Commanders-in- 
chief  of  all  our  colonies  respectively,  as  well  those  under  our  immediate  government  as  those  under  the  government 
and  direction  of  proprietaries,  to  grant  such  licenses  without  fee  or  reward,  taking  especial  care  to  insert  therein  a 
condition  that  such  license  shall  be  void,  and  the  security  forfeited,  in  case  the  person  to  whom  the  same  is  granted 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  observe  such  regulations  as  we  shall  think  proper  to  prescribe  as  aforesaid. 

And  we  do  further  expressly  enjoin  and  lequire  all  officers  whatever,  as  well  military  as  those  employed  in  the 
management  and  direction  of  Indian  affairs  within  the  territories  reserved,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  the  said  In- 
dians, to  seize  and  apprehend  all  persons  whatever,  who,  standing  charged  with  treasons,  misprisions  of  treason, 
murders,  or  other  felonies  or  misdemeanors,  shall  fly  from  justice  and  take  refuge  in  the  said  territory,  and  to 
send  them,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  the  colony  where  the  crime  was  committed  of  which  they  shall  stand  accused,  in 
order  to  take  their  trial  for  the  same. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James's,  the  7th  day  of  October,  1763,  in  the  third  year  of  our  reign. 

God  save  the  King. 
6  p 
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A.    No.  1. 

To  the  King^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty: 

In  obedience  to  your  Majesty's  commands,  signified  to  us  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  letter  of 
the  9th  of  the  last  month,  directing  us  to  lay  bclbie  your  Majesty  a  state  of  the  possessions  of  your  Majesty  and 
your  subjects  in  America,  which  are  disputed  by  the  King  of  Spain,  particularly  those  of  Fort  King  George,  on  the 
borders  of  South  Carolina,  of  the  island  of  Providence,  and  the  rest  of  the  Bahama  islands;  and  of  the  settlement 
your  Majesty's  subjects  have  in  the  bay  <;f  Campeachy;  as  also  the  complaints  upon  which  redress  has  not  yet  been 
obtained,  of  injuries  done  by  the  Spaniards  to  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  America,  or  trading  thither:  as  the  seizing 
of  their  ships  and  effects  by  the  guarda  costas,  and  other  depredations  and  acts  of  violence  and  injustice  committed 
on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  the  damage  sustained  thereby;  we  take  leave  to  represent  to  your  Majesty: 

That  Carolina  was  formerly  known  by  the  names  of  Florida  and  Carolina  Florida;  this  province  was  first  dis- 
covered by  Sr.  Sebastian  Cabot,  in  the  year  1497,  who  by  commission  from,  and  at  the  expense  of.  King  Henry 
VII.  discovered  all  the  coast  of  America,  from  the  56th  to  the  28th  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  about  thirty  years 
before  any  other  Europeans  had  visited  the  northern  continent  of  America:  and  it  does  not  appear  that  ever  the 
Spaniards  attempted  any  discovery  of  that  part  ot  America  till  1527,  under  Pamphilio  Narvaez,  nor  any  conquest 
till  1539,  when  Ferdinando  Soto  landed  upon  Florida  from  the  Havanna,  and,  wandering  over  a  great  part  of  that 
country  in  search  of  mines,  which  he  could  not  find,  died  of  grief  in  May,  1542;  and  such  of  his  men  as  were  left 
alive,  returned  again  to  the  Havanna,  without  making  any  settlement  on  that  continent. 

The  first  grant  that  we  find  of  this  country  by  your  Majesty's  royal  predecessors  was  by  King  Charles  I.  in  the 
fifth  year  of  his  reign,  to  Sir  Robert  Heath,  his  Attorney  General;  in  that  patent  it  is  called  Carolina  Florida, 
and  the  boundaries  fixed  for  it  are  from  the  river  Matheo,  in  the  .30th  degree,  to  the  river  Passa  Magna,  in  the  36th 
degree  of  northern  latitude.  .     . 

We  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  possessum  of  this  country  was  taken  under  the  said  patent,  and  large  sums 
of  money  expended  by  the  proprietor  and  those  claiming  under  him  in  making  settlements  tnere;  but  whether  this 
"rant  was  afterwards  surrendered,  or  whether  the  same  became  vacant,  and  obsolete  by  non-user  or  otherwise,  King 
&harles  II.  made  two  other  grants  of  the  same  country,  with  some  small  difference  in  the  boundaries,  to  the  lords 
proprietors  of  Carolina. 

The  last  of  these  grants  bears  date  the  30th  day  of  June,  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  King  Charles  II. 's  reign,  and 
"ives  to  the  lords  proprietors  all  that  part  of  North  America  which  lies  between  the  36th  and  29th  degrees  of  north- 
Fort  King  George,  upon  the  river  Alfamaha,  now  complained  of  by  the  Spaniards,  lies  within  the  bounds  of  both 
the  abovementioiied  grants,  to  Sir  Robert  Heath,  and  to  the  lords  proprietors,  who  have  made  and  continued  many 
flourishing  settle4aeats  in  Carolina,  whereas  it  is  notoriously  known  that  the  Spaniards  have  never  maintained  or  kept 
possession  of  any  in  those  parts  except  St.  Augustine;  and  your  Majesty  might  with  as  much  reason  contest  their 
title  to  the  settlement,  as  they  dispute  your  Majesty's  right  to  Fort  King  George,  which  was  neither  settled  by  the 
Spaniards,  nor  any  other  European  nation,  when  your  Majesty's  troops  first  topk  possession  of  that  place  whereon 
that  fort  was  afterwards  erected.  r>        -n  •  .  o    ■ 

This  is  not  the  first  titne  that  disputes  have  arisen  between  the  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  concerning  their 
respective  dominions  in  America:  but  to  prevent  all  contests  of  this  sort  in  times  to  come,  a  treaty  was  concluded  at 
Madrid,  in  the  year  1670,  by  the  seventh  article  of  which  treaty,  it  was  expressly  agreed  between  the  then  Kings  of 
Spain  and  Great  Britain,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  heirs  should  hold  and  enjoy  forever  all  those  lands 
and  places  in  any  part  of  America,  which  the  said  King  of  Great  Britain  or  his  subjects  then  held  or  possessed;  which 
treaty  is  subsequent  to  the  two  giants  to  Sir  Robert  Heath  and  the  lords  proprietors  of  Carolina,  and  to  the  mak- 
in"  of  several  settlements  under  both  the  said  patents;  it  is  therefore  matter  of  surprise  that  the  Spaniards  should 
no°w  pretend  a  title  to  a  part  of  a  province  which  they  have  so  long  ago  given  up  by  the  said  treaty,  which  hath  been, 
confirmed  by  many  subsequent  treaties  between  the  two  crowns. 

1  hereby  certify,  that  the  before  written  paper  is  an  extract  of  a  representation  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the 
King  copied  from  the  Trade  Entry,  N.  page  347.  ^^^   CHALMERS- 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  14,  1795. 

A.  No.  3. 

To  the  King^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty, 

Whitehall,  December  1,  1727, 
May  it  please  your  Majesty: 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  one  of  your  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  having  lately 
transmitted  to  us  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  your  Majesty's  Secretary  at  War,  from  Captain  Edward  Massey,  who 
commands  an  independent  company  of  foot  at  Fort  King  George  upon  the  Aftamaha  river  in  South  Carolina,  set- 
ting forth  divers  hardships  which  the  company  suffers  from  the  unwholesome  situation  of  the  said  fort  and  the  bad- 
ness of  accommodation  there:  and  we  having,  since  the  receipt  of  the  said  letter,  seen  several  other  papers  from  Caro- 
lina, by  which  it  appears  that  Captain  Massey,  at  the  request  of  the  council  and  assembly,  lias  actually  withdrawn  all 
hismen  to  Port  Royal,  and  abandoned  the  fort  at  Altamaha.  o      ■     , 

We  take  leave  to  acquaint  your  Majesty  that,  in  the  year  1720,  it  being  suspected  that  the  French  or  ispaniards 
would  take  possession  of  the  Altamaha  river,  his  late  Majesty  was  pleased  to  order  a  company  of  one  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  General  Nicholson,  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  to  secure  that  river,  as 
being  within  the  bounds  of  South  Carolina;  and  to  erect  a  fort,  as  well  to  maintain  His  Majesty's  property  there,  as 
to  command  the  navigation  of  the  said  river,  which  runs  up  the  country  very  near  to  the  French  settlements  on  the 
Mississippi;  a  fort  was  accordingly  built,  and  called  Fort  King  George,  which  was  some  time  afterwards  burnt  by 
accident  and  rebuilt,  but  in  a  very  bad  manner,  at  the  expense  of  the  province,  which  is  one  of  the  causes  why  the 
soldiers  complain  for  want  of  proper  accommodations;  though  we  cannot  believe  their  condition  to  be  so  bad  as 
is  set  forth  because  General  Nicholson  has  informed  us,  that  the  inconveniences  which  the  garrison  labored  under 
there  were'chiefly  owing  to  the  inactive  and  lazy  disposition  of  the  soldiers,  who  are  mostly  old  invalids,  of  which 
the  General  has  given  us  a  remarkable  instance,  for  he  says,  they  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  fetch  wholesome 
water  for  themselves,  as  the  natives  did,  when  they  assisted  in  building  the  said  fort,  whereby  they  preserved  them- 
selves in  good  health.  .      ,     ,     ,    ^  ,        ,        . ,  ^i  i  •        /•        i 

General  Nicholson  has  also  informed  us,  that  he  had  often  proposed  to  the  said  company  the  making  of  gardens 
and  enclosures,  and  had  offered  to  send  them  stocks  of  cattle,  as  he  had  done  powder  and  fishing  tackle,  by  which 
means,  had  they  been  industrious,  they  might  have  saved  their  pay  by  victualling  themselves,  there  being  in  that 
country  great  plenty  of  deer,  wild  fowl,  and  fish.  ,     ,,  ,    ,, 

This  being  the  true  state  of  the  case,  although  the  situation  of  the  fort  may  not  be  very  healthy,  and  although 
there  may  be  some  reason  to  complain  for  want  of  proper  accommodations,  whatever  inducements  the  council  and 
assembly  might  have  to  withdraw  the  garrison  for  any  immediate  service  from  thence  to  Port  Royal,  yet  we  are  of 
oninion  that  the  fort  ought  not  to  be  abandoned,  but  that  orders  should  be  sent  without  loss  of  time  for  resuming  the 
Dossession  of  it.  lest  the  same  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French  or  Spaniards;  the  reasons  being  at  present 
rather  stronger  for  maintaining  of  this  fort  than  they  were  at  first  for  the  erecting  of  it:  this  may  be  done  by  sending 
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Majesty' 


ly  a  detachment  of  the  company  to  Altamaha;  for  we  look  upon  this  fort  at  present  rather  as  an  evidence  of  your 
ajesty's  possession,  than  as  a  place  capable  of  making  any  considerable  defence. 

This  detachment  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  relieved  from  Port  Royal,  by  which  means  the  soldiers  will  liave  the 
means  of  preserving  or  recovering  their  healths,  and  it  may  be  lett  to  the  discretion  of  your  Majesty's  governor  there, 
to  change  the  situation  of  the  fort  to  any  other  place  not  liable  to  the  same  objections  with  this,  provided  the  same  be 
situated  in  a  place  that  may  command  the  navigation  ot  the  said  river.  ,       •  ^         • 

We  the  rather  recommend  this,  because  we  are  informed  the  Spaniards  are  equipping  several  periaugas  to  cruize 
upon  that  coast,  and  they  may  probably  take  possession  of  this  river  if  not  speedily  prevented. 

At  the  same  time  we  would  propose  to  vour  Majesty  that  orders  may  be  sent  to  your  Majesty's  Governor  there  to 
furnish  the  soldiers  with  all  proper  conveniencies,  and  to  give  all  possible  encouragement  tor  the  carrying  on  so  im- 
portant a  service.  ,  ,  ,  ,  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  •  j-  ,  x.  j  <■ 
It  may  likewise  be  necessary  that  your  Majesty  should  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  to  your  Board  ol 
Ordinance  to  send  some  powder  and  ball  to  Carolina  for  the  service  of  the  said  fort,  their  stores  being  entirely  ex- 
hausted. 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 

P.  Docminique,  J.  Chetwynd, 

T.  Pelhani,  E.  Ashe, 

M.  Bladen,  Orlo  Bridgeinan, 

W.  Cary. 


Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  14,  1795. 
Trade  to  the  King,  copi 
GEO.  CHALMERS. 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  representation  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  King,  copied 
from  the  Carolina  Entry,  A.  page  233. 


Quintapars  claus  de  anno  regni  Regis  Georgii  Secundi  tertio. 

Rex  D'nus      ";  THIS  INDENTURE  tripartite  made  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  July  in  the  third  :^ear  of  the  ragn 
et  "  .        -      .-  .     „         ..      ,  .^    ,    ..^      .„    ,       ,. 


Bertie  Ar.  &  al 


•;  THIS  INDENTURE  tripartite  made  tlietwenty-nttn  day  otJuiy  in  tnetnirn  year  oi  me  reign 
C  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord  George  the  Second  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  andlre- 
3  land  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c  Annoq  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  Between  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  the  Kings  most  excellent  Majesty  ot  the  first  part  Edward 
(  19  )  Bertie  of  Grays  Inne  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  Esquire  Samuel  Horsey  of  Mortlake  in  the 

county  of  Surrey  Esqr  Henry  Smith  of  Caversham  in  the  county  of  Oxon  Esquire  and  Alexius 
Clayton  of  the  Middle  Temple  London  Esqr  of  the  second  part  The  most  noble  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  the  Honour- 
able James  Bertie  of  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  in  the  liberty  of  Westminster  in  the  county  ot  Middlesex 
Esquire  the  Honourable  Dodington  Greville  of  Bulford  in  the  county  of  Wilts  Esquire  (the  said  Dodington  Greville 
and  James  Bertie  being  the  surviving  devisees  named  in  the  last  will  of  the  most  noble  Henry  Duke  ot  Beaufort  de- 
ceased In  trust  for  the  said  Henry  now  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  for  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Noell  Somerset 
Esquire  commonly  called  Lord  Charles  Noell  Somerset  his  brother  an  infant)  the  Right  Honourable  "William  Lord 
Craven  Joseph  Blake  of  the  province  of  South  Carolina  in.  America  Esquire  Archibald  Hutcheson  ot  the  Middle 
Temple  London  Esquire  John  Cotton  of  the  Middle  Temple  London  Esquire  Sir  John  Colleton  of  Exmouth  in  the 
counfrp-  of  Devon  Baronet  the  Honourable  Henry  Bertie  of  Dorton  in  the  county  of  Bucks  Esquire  Mary  Danson  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Andrew  Holborne  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  widow  and  Elizabeth  Moor  ot  London  widow  of  the 
third  part  Whereas  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the  Second  by  his  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  Great 
Britaine  bearing  date  at  Westminster  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  March  in  the  fifteenth  year  ot  his  reigne  did 
grant  and  confirme  unto  Edward  then  Earl  of  Clarendon  George  then  Duke  of  Albemarle  William  then  Lord  Cra- 
ven John  then  Lord  Berkley  Anthony  then  Lord  Ashley  Sir  George  Carteret  knight  and  baronet  Sir  William  Berk- 
ley and  Sir  John  Colleton  knight  and  barronet  all  since  deceased  their  heirs  and  assignes  All  that  territory  or  tract 
of'^ground  scituate  lying  and  being  within  his  said  late  Majesties  dominions  in  America  extending  from  the  north  end 
of  the  island  called  Lucker  Island  which  lyeth  in  the  southern  Virginia  seas  and  within  six  and  thirty  degrees  of 
the  northern  latitude  and  to  the  west  as  far  as  the  South  Seas  ajid  so  southerly  iis  far  as  the  river  Saint  Matthias 
■which  bordereth  upon  the  coast  of  Florida  and  within  one  and  thirty  degrees  of  northern  latitude  and  so  west  in  a 
direct  line  as  far  as  the  South  Seas  aforesaid  Together  with  all  and  singular  ports  harbours  bays  rivers  isles  and  isletts 
belonging  unto  the  countrey  aforesaid  And  also  all  the  soyle  lands  fields  woods  mountaines  farmes  lakes  rivers  bays 
and  isletts  scituate  or  being  within  the  bounds  and  limitts  aforesaid  with  the  fishing  of  all  sorts  of  fish  whales  and 
sturgeons  and  all  other  royall  fishes  in  the  sea  bays  isletts  and  rivers  within  the  premisses  and  the  fish  therein  taken 
And  moreover  all  veins  mines  quarries  as  well  discovered  as  not  discovered  of  gold  silver  gems  and  pretious  stones 
and  alt  other  whatsoever  whether  of  stones  mettalls  or  any  other  thing  whatsoever  found  or  to  be  found  within  the 
countrey  isles  and  limitts  aforesaid  And  also  the  parsonage  and  advowsons  of  all  churches  and  chappells  which  as 
Christian  religion  should  increase  within  the  countreys  isles  isletts  and  limitts  aforesaid  should  happen  thenafter  to 
be  erected  together  with  lycense  and  power  to  build  and  found  churches  chappells  and  oratories  in  convenient  and 
fitt  places  within  the  said  bounds  and  limitts  and  to  cause  them  to  be  dedicated  and  consecrated  according  to  the  ec- 
clesiastical laws  of  the  kingdom  of  England  together  with  all  and  singular  the  like  and  asample  rights  jurisdictions  pri- 
yiledges  prerogatives  royalties  liberties  immunities  and  franchises  of  what  kind  soever  within  the  country  isles  isletts 
and  limitts  aforesaid  To  have  use  exercise  and  enjoy  and  in  as  ample  manner  as  any  Bishop  of  Durham  in  the  kingdom 
of  England  ever  thentofore  had  held  used  or  enjoyed  or  of  right  ought  or  could  have  use  or  enjoy  And  his  said  late 
Majesty  did  thereby  for  hiniselfe  his  heirs  and  successors  make  create  and  constitute  the  said  Edward  Earl  of  Cla- 
rendon George  Duke  of  Albemarle  William  Lord  Craven  John  Lord  Berkley  Anthony  Lord  Ashley  Sir  George  Car- 
teret Sir  "William  Berkley  and  Sir  John  Colleton  their  heirs  and  assignes  the  true  and  absolute  lords  and  proprietors 
of  the  country  aforesaid  and  of  all  other  the  premisses  saving  as  therein  is  mentioned  To  have  hold  possesse  and  en- 
joy the  said  country  isles  isletts  and  all  other  the  premisses  to  them  the  said  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon  George  Duke 
of*^  Albemarle  William  Lord  Craven  John  Lord  Berkley  Anthony  Lord  Ashley  Sir  George  Carteret  Sir  "VVilliam 
Berkley  and  Sir  John  Colleton  their  heires  and  assignes  for  ever  to  be  holden  of  his  said  late  Majesty  his  heires  and 
successors  as  of  his  mannor  of  East  Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent  in  free  and  common  soecage  and  not  in  capite 
or  by  knights  service  And  whereas  his  said  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the  Second  by  other  letters  patent  under  the 
great  seale  of  England  bearing  date  the  thirtieth  day  of  .Tune  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  reign  reciteing  the  letters 
patent  herein  first  recited  did  grant  unto  the  said  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon  George  Duke  of  Albemarle  William 
Lord  Craven  then  Earl  of  Craven  John  Lord  Berkley  Anthony  Lord  Ashley  Sir  George  Carteret  Sir  John  Colleton 
and  Sir  William  Berkley  their  heirs  and  assignes  all  that  province  territory  or  tract  of  ground  scituate  lying  and 
being  within  his  said  late  Majesties  dominions  of  America  extending  north  and  eastward  as  far  as  the  north  end  of 
Carahtuke  river  or  gullet  upon  a  streight  westerly  line  to  Wyonoake  creeke  which  lies  within  or  about  the  degrees 
of  thirty -six  and  thirty  minutes  northern  latitude  and  so  west  in  a  direct  line  as  far  as  the  South  Seas  and  south  and 
westward  as  far  as  the  degrees  of  twenty-nine  inclusive  northern  latitude  and  so  west  in  a  direct  line  as  far  as  the 
South  Seas  together  with  all  and  singular  ports  harbours  bays  rivers  and  isletts  belonging  unto  the  province  or  terri- 
tory aforesaid  And  also  all  the  soyllands  fields  woods  fermes  lakes  rivers  bays  and  isletts  scituate  or  being  within 
the  bounds  or  limitts  last  before  mentioned  with  the  fishing  of  all  sorts  of  fish  whales  sturgeons  and  all  other  royall 
fishes  in  the  sea  bays  isletts  and  rivers  within  the  premisses  and  the  fish  therein  taken  together  with  the  royalty  of 
the  sea  upon  the  coast  within  the  limitts  aforesaid  And  all  veins  mines  and  quarries  as  well  discovered  as  notdisco- 
▼ered  of  gold  silver  gems  and  pretious  stones  and  all  other  whatsoever  be  it  of  stones  mettalls  or  any  other  things 
found  or  to  be  found  within  the  province  territory  isletts  and  limitts  aforesaid  And  furthermore  the  patronages 
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and  advovysons  of  nil  churches  and  chappells  which  as  Christian  religeon  should  increase  within  the  province  territory 
isles  and  limitts  aforesaid  should  happen  then  after  to  be  erected  together  with  license  and  power  to  build  and  found 
churches  chappells  and  oratories  in  convenient  places  within  the  said  bounds  and  limitts  and  to  cause  them  to  be 
dedicated  and  consecrated  according  to  the  ecclesiastical  law  of  the  kingdom  of  England  Together  with  all  and  sin- 
gular the  like  and  as  ample  jightsjurisdicti(ms  priviledges  prerogatives  royalties  liberties  immunities  and  franchises 
of  what  kind  soever  within  the  territories  isles  isletts  and  limitts  aforesaid  To  have  hold  use  exercise  and  enjoy  the 
same  as  amply  and  fully  and  in  as  ample  manner  as  any  Bishop  of  Durham  in  the  kingdom  of  England  even  thento- 
fore  had  held  used  or  enjoyed  or  of-right  ought  or  could  have  use  or  enjoy  And  his  said  late  Majesty  did  thereby  for 
himselfe  his  heires  and  successors  make  create  constitute  and  appoint  them  the  said  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon 
George  Duke  of  Albemarle  William  Earl  of  Craven  John  Lord  Berkley  Anthony  Lord  Ashley  Sir  George  Cartei-et 
Sir  John  Colleton  and  Sir  William  Berkley  their  heirs  and  assignes  the  true  and  absolute  lords  and  proprietors  of 
the  said  pioyince  or  territory  and  of  all  other  the  premisses  saving  as  therein  is  mentioned  To  have  hold  possess  and 
enjoy  the  said  province  territory  isletts  and  all  and  singular  other  the  premisses  to  them  the  said  Edward  Earl  oF 
Clarendon  George  Duke  of  Albemarle  William  Earl  of  Craven  John  Lord  Berkley  Anthony  Lord  Ashley  Sir  George 
Carteret  Sir  John  Colleton  and  Sir  William  Berkley  their  heirs  and  assignes  for  ever  to  be  liolden  of  his  said  Ma- 
jesty his  heirs  and  successors  as  of  his  mannor  of  East  Greenwich  aforesaid  in  free  and  common  soccage  and  not  in 
capita  or  by  knights  service  as  in  and  by  the  said  severall  recited  letters  patents  relation  being, thereunto  had  may 
appear  And  whereas  the  part  share  interest  and  estate  of  the  said  Edward  late  Earl  of  Clarendon  of  and  in  the  pro- 
vinces territories  isletts  hereditaments  and  premisses  in  and  by  the  said  several  recited  letters  patents  granted 
and  comprised  did  come  unto  anil  vest  in  the  said  James  Bertie  in  his  own  right  and  the  part  share  interest  and 
estate  of  the  [said]  George  late  Duke  of  Albemarle  of  and  in  the  same  premisses  did  come  unto  and  vest  in  the  said 
Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  in  the  said  James  Bertie  and  the  said  Dodington  Greville  trustees  as  aforesaid  some 
or  one  of  them  and  the  part  share  interest  and  estate  of  the  said  William  late  Earl  of  Craven  of  and  in  the  same  pre- 
misses did  come  unto  and  vest  in  the  said  William  Lord  Craven  and  the  part  share  interest  and  estate  of  the  said  John 
late  Lord  Berkley  of  and  in  the  same  premisses  did  come  unto  and  vest  in  the  said  Joseph  Blake  and  the  part  share 
interest  and  estate  of  the  said  Anthony  late  Lord  Ashley  of  and  in  the  same  premisses  did  come  unto  and  vest  in  the  said 
Archebald  Hutcheson  in  trust  for  the  said  John  Cotton  and  the  part  share  interest  and  estate  of  the  said  late  Sir  John 
Colleton  of  and  in  the  same  premises  did  come  uitto  and  vest  in  the  said  SirJohn  Colleton  party  hereunto  and  the  part 
share  interest  and  estate  o*'  the  said  Sir  William  Berkley  of  and  in  the  same  premisses  did  come  unto  and  vest 
in  the  said  Henry  Bertie  or  in  the  said  Mary  Danson  or  in  the  said  Elizabeth  Moor  some  or  one  of  them  and 
the  said  Henry  now  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  the  said  James  Bertie  and  Dodington  Greville  as  trustees  in  manner 
aforesaid  some  or  one  of  them  were  seized  in  fee  of  and  in  one  full  undivided  eighth  part  the  whole  into  eight 
equal  1  parts  to  be  diyided  of  the  premisses  in  and  by  the  said  recited  letters  patents  granted  and  comprized    And 
the  said  James  Bertie  in  his  own  right  was  seized  in  fee  or  of  some  other  estate  of  inheritance  ot  and  in  one 
other  full  undivided  eighth  part  and  each  of  them  the  said  William  Lord  Craven  Joseph  Blake  Archibald  Hut- 
cheson as  trustee  for  the  said  John  Cotton  Sir  John  Colleton  and  the  said  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  and  Eliza- 
beth Moor  some  or  orie  of  them  was  or  were  respectively  seized  in  fee  or  of  some  other  estate  of  inheritance  of  and 
in  one  other  full  undivided  eighth  part  of  and  in  the  said  provinces  territories  islands  hereditaments  and  premis- 
ses the  remaining  eighth  part  or  share  of  and  in  the  said  provinces  territories  and  premisses  which  formerly  belong- 
ed to  the  said  Sir  George  Carterett  being  now  vested  in  the  Right  Honorable  John  Lord  Carterett  Baron  of  Hawnes 
His  Majesty  ['si  Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governour  of  the  kingdom  of  Leland  And  whereas  by  a  judgment 
or  order  of  the  House  of  Lords  made  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  March  last  past  upon  the  appeal  of  the  said  Mary  Dan- 
son widow  of  John  Danson  Esquire  deceased  from  a  decree  of  the  high  Court  of  Chancery  made  the  seventh  day  of 
November  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-one  and  from  a  subsequent  order  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  Janu- 
ary one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three  It  was  ordered  and  adjudged  that  the  said  decree  and  subsequent 
order  complained  (>f  in  the  said  appeal  should  be  reversed  and  it  being  oft(;red  on  the  part  of  the  appellant  to  pay  the 
respondent  the  said  Henry  Bertie  the  money  that  he  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  proprietorship  in  question  in  the 
said  cause  together  with  interest  for  the  same  It  was  thereby  further  ordered  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  should  direct 
and  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  what  was  the  principal  sume  of  such  purchase  money  and  from  the  time  of  payment 
thereof  to  compute  interest  for  the  same  and  on  the  appellants  payment  of  what  should  be  found  due  for  such  princi- 
pal money  and  interest  to  the  said  Henry  Bertie  It  was  further  ordered  and  adjudged  that  he  should  convey  tiie  said 
proprietorship  to  her  and  her  heirs  And  also  that  the  respondent  Elizabeth  Moor  should  likewise  by  proper  convey- 
ances at  the  charges  of  the  appellant  convey  all  her  right  to  the  said  proprietorship  to  the  appellant  and  her  heirs 
And  whereas  since  the  making  the  said  several  recited  letterspatents  the  lords  proprietorsof  the  provinces  and  terri- 
tories aforesaid  for  the  time  being  have  made  diverse  grants  and  conveyances  under  their  common  seal  of  several  offi- 
ces relateing  to  arid  of  diverse  parcells  of  land  scituate  within  the  said  provinces  and  territories  to  severall  persons 
under  certaine  quitt  rents  or  other  rents  thereby  respectively  reserved  and  subject  to  severall  conditions  limitations 
or  agreements  for  avoiding  or  determining  the  estates  of  the  grantees  therein  mentioned  some  of  which  may  have 
become  forfeited  and  have  also  made  diverse  grants  of  several  baronies  and  large  tracts  of  land  lying  within  the  said 
provinces  or  territories  unto  and  for  the  use  and  benefitt  of  several  of  the  said  lords  proprietors  or  those  under  whom 
they  claime  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  them  and  their  heirs  in  severalty  eight  of  which  baronies  so  granted  as  afore- 
said did  vest  in  the  said  Henry  now  Duke  of  Beaufort  or  in  the  said  James  Bertie  and  Dodington  Greville  as  trustees 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid  or  in  some  or  one  of  them  eight  other  of  the  said  baronies  in  the  saiii  William  Lord  Craven 
six  other  baronies  in  the  present  SirJohn  Colleton  six  other  baronies  in  the  said  Archibald  Hutcheson  as  trustees  for 
the  said  John  Cotton  ami  six  other  baronies  in  the  said  Joseph  Blake  each  of  the  said  baronies  containing  or  being 
mentioried  or  intended  to  coiitaine  twelve  thousand  acres  of  land  or  thereabouts  except  one  of  the  said  baronies  which 
Vested  in  the  said  W^illiam  Lord  Craven  and  contains  or  is  mentioned   to  contain  eleven  thousand  acres  of  land  or 
thereabouts  And  whereas  the  said  Henry  now  Duke  of  Beaufort  William  Lord  Craven  James  Bertie  Henry  Bertie 
Sir  John  Colleton  and  Archibald  Hutcheson  trustee  for  the  said  John  Cotton  as  aforesaid  being  six  of  the  lords  pro- 
prietors of  the  provinces  and  territories  aforesaid  did  by  their  humble  petition  to  his  Majesty  in  councill  offer  and  pro- 
pose to  surrentler  to  his  said  Majesty  their  said  respective  shares  and  interests  not  only  of  and  in  the  said  government 
royalties  and  franchises  in  and  by  the  said  recited  letters  patents  granted  but  also  all  the  right  and  property  they 
then  had  in  and  to  the  soil  in  the  aforesaid  provinces  or  territories  under  the  said  several  recited  letters  patents  or 
either  of  them  And  also  did  further  propose  to  make  an  entire  surrender  to  his  Majesty  of  their  right  to  all  the  lands 
which  they  then  held  under  the  said  grants  inade  to  the  said  lords  proprietors  as  aforesaid  except  only  one  barony 
belonging  to  the  present  Sir  John  CoUetoti  which  hath  been  setled  and  linproved  by  his  son  And  also  all  their  right 
and  interest  in  all  lands  granted  and  c(mveyed  to  other  persons  as  aforesaid  which  by  not  being  improved  within  the 
time  limitted  in  the  said  grants  or  conveyances  or  for  any  other  reason  would  revert  to  them  praying  that  in  conside- 
ration of  such  surrender  his  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  (lirect  and  cause  to  be  paid  to  each  of  them  the  said  Henry 
Duke  of  Beaufort  William  Lord  Craven  James  Bertie  Henry  Bertie  Sir  John  Colleton  and  Archibald  Hutcheson  the 
sume  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  apiece  without  any  deduction  Ano  whereas  Samuel  Wragg  of  London 
merchant  beingduely  authorized  by  letter  of  attorney  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  said  Joseph  Blake  bearing  date 
the  eleventh  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  eight  did  propose  for  and  on  the  behalfe  of  the  said 
Joseph  Blake  to  surrender  and  convey  unto  his  Majesty  his  heires  and  successors  all  the  estate  right  and  interest  of 
the  said  Joseph  Blake  in  and  to  the  premisses  upon  payment  of  the  like  sume  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  to 
the  said  Joseph  Blake  without  any  deduction  And  whereas  they  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  William  Lord 
Craven  James  Bertie  Henry  Bertie  Sir  John  Colleton  and  Archibald  Hutcheson  trustee  for  the  said  John  Cotton  as 
aforesaid  laid  before  a  committee  of  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  most  honourable  privy  councell  an  estimate  of  all  the  ar- 
rears of  quit  rents  and  other  rents  and  sume  and  sumes  of  money  then  due  and  owing  to  them  and  the  said  Joseph 
Blake  and  to  the  said  John  Lord  Carteret  which  estimate  as  computed  amounted  to  the  sume  of  nine  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds  And  they  the  said  Henry  Duke  (if  Beaufort  William  Lord  Craven  James  Bertie  Henry  Bertie  Sir 
John  Colleton  and  Archibald  Hutcheson  did  likewise  humbly  propose  that  if  his  Majesty  would  please  to  allow  the 
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sume  of  five  thousand  pounds  for  the  said  arrears  (over  and  above  the  said  several!  sumes  of  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred pounds  to  be  paid  them  respectively)  they  were  willing  to  assign  and  make  over  to  his  Majesty  their  right  and 
title  to  the  said  arrears  and  all  other  demands  whatsoever  which  they  then  had  or  could  have  upon  the  farmers  ten- 
ants or  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  or  territories  aforesaid  or  any  of  them  And  whereas  the  said  Samuel  Wragg 
for  or  on  the  behaife  of  the  said  Joseph  Blake  did  propose  to  assigne  to  his  Majesty  all  the  right  and  interest  of  the 
said  Joseph  Blake  in  and  to  the  said  arrears  and  demands  upon  the  terms  aforesaid  which  proposals  his  Majesty  was 
gratiously  pleased  to  accept  and  to  agree  to  the  same  with  such  variations  as  are  herein  after  mentioned  And  whi;reas 
by  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  last  session  of  this  present  Parliament  intituled  an  act  for  establishing  an  agree- 
ment with  seven  of  the  lords  proprietors  of  Carolina  for  the  surrender  of  tlieir  title  and  interest  in  that  province  to 
his  Majesty  reciting  to  the  eftijct  herein  before  recited  It  was  enacted  that  all  those  seven  undivided  eighth  parts  (the 
whole  into  eight  equall  parts  or  shares  to  be  divided)  and  all  other  the  part  or  share  parts  or  shares  interest  and 
estates  of  them  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  William  Lord  Craven  Jaiiies  Beitie  Dodingtou  Greville  Henry  Ber- 
tie Mary  Danson  and  Elizabeth  Moor,  Sir  John  Colleton  Archibald  Hutchesoii  as  trustee  for  the  said  John  Cotton 
and  Joseph  Blake  and  each  of  them  of  and  in  the  aforesaid  provinces  or  territories  called  Carolina    And'  all  and 
singular  the  royalties  franchises  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  premisses  in  and  by  the  said  several  recited  let- 
ters patent  or  either  of  them  granted  or  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  granted  by  his  said  late  Majesty  King  Charles 
the  second  to  the  said  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon  George  Duke  of  Albemarle  William  Earl  ()f  Craven  John  Lord 
Berkley  Anthony  Lord  Ashley  Sir  George  Carteret  Sir  John  Colleton  deceased  and  Sir  William  Bei-kley  their  heirs 
and  assignes  aforesaid  with  their  and  every  of  their  rights  members  and  appurtenances  And  also  all   such  powers 
liberties  authorities  jurisdictions  preheminences  licenses  and  priviledges  as  they  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort 
William  Lord  Craven  James  Bertie  Dodington  Greville  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  and  Elizabeth  Moor  the  present 
Sir  John  Colleton  the  said  Archibald  Hutcheson  as  trustee  for  the  said  John  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  every  or  any 
of  them  could  or  might  have  hold  use  exercise  or  enjoy  by  virtue  of  or  under  the  said  recited  letters  patent  or  either 
of  them  And  also  all  and  singular  baronies  tracts  and  parcells  of  land  tenements  and  hereditaments  which  they  the 
said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  William  Lord  Craven  James  Bertie  Dodington  Greville  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson 
and  Elizabeth  Moor  the  present  Sir  John  Colleton  the  said  Archibald  Hutcheson  as  trustee  for  the  said  John  Cotton 
and  Joseph  Blake  any  or  either  of  them  then  was  or  were  seized  or  possessed  of  or  intituled  to  within  the  said  pro- 
vinces or  territories  (except  all  such  tracts  of  land  tenements  and  hereditaments  as  had  been  at  any  time  beiine  the 
first  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  seven  granted  or  conveyed  by  or  comprized  in  any 
grants  deeds  instruments  or  conveyances  under  the  common  seal  of  the  said  lords  proprietors  either  in  England  or 
in  the  provinces  aforesaid  And  also  except  all  such  plantatlims  and  lailds  as  were  then  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
Joseph  Blake  his  undertenants  or  assignes  by  virtue  of  grants  formerly  made  by  the  lords  proprietors  of  the  said 
provinces  for  the  time  being  to  other  persons  and  since  conveyed  to  or  vested  in  the  said  Joseph  Blake  And  also  ex  • 
cept  all  that  barony  and  tract  of  land  containing  twelve  thousand  acres  or  thereabouts  the  possession  wheieof  had 
some  time  before  been  delivered  by  the  present  Sir  John  Colleton  unto  Peter  Colleton  Esquire  liis  second  son  And 
all  tliat  other  barony  or  tract  of  land  containing  twelve  thousand  acres  oi-  thereabouts  some  time  since  conveyed  by 
Sir  John  Tyrrell  Barronet  formerly  owni'r  of  the  said  eiglith  part  or  share  in  the  said  act  mentioned  to  belong  to  the 
said  Archibald  Hutcheson  as  trustee  for  the  said  John  Cotton  to  AVilliam  Wight  Esquire  and  his  heirs  Provided 
that  the  afore  mentioned  exceptions  or  any  of  them  should  not  include  or  extend  to  any  lands  comprised   in  any 
grant  or  grants  made  either  in  England  or  Carolina  under  the  common  seal  of  the  lords  proprietors  for  the  time  'oeing 
which  since  the  making  of  such  grant  or  grants  had  become  forfeited  by  virtue  of  any  clauses  contained  therein  or 
to  any  of  the  baronies  before  in  the  said  act  recite<l  or  mentioned  to  be  then  remaining  and  vested  in  the  said  Henry 
Duke  of  Beaufort  and  the  said  James  Bertie  and  Dodington  Greville  as  trustees  some  or  one  of  them  and  in  the  saitl 
"William  Lord  Craven  the  present  Sir  John  Colleton  and  the  said  Archibald  Hutcheson  as  trustee  for  the  said  John 
Cotton  respectively  nor  to  anj'  rents  services  seignories  or  rights  of  escheat  reserved  upon  or  incident  to  any  such 
grant  or  grants  or  any  lands  or  estates  thereby  granted  all  such  forfeited  lands  and  all  such  rents  seignories  and  rights 
of  escheat  reserved  upon  or  incident  to  any  such  grant  or  giants  or  any  lands  or  estates  thereby  granted    And  also 
the  said  baronies  being  intended  by  the  said  act  to  be  vested  in  the  persons  and  fur  the  purposes  therein  after  men- 
tioned  And  the  revertion  and  revertions  remainder  and  remainders  yearly  and  other  rents  issues  and  protitts  of  the 
same  parts  or  shares  baronies  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  premisses  so  as  aforesaid  proposed  and  agreed  to  be 
surrendered  to  his  Majesty  and  of  every  part  and  parcell  thereof  and  alsoe  all  the  estate  title  interest  trust  property 
right  of  action  right  of  entry  claim  and  demand  whatsoever  of  them  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  William  Lord 
Craven  James  Bertie  Dodington  Greville  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  and  Elizabeth  Moor  the  present  Sir  John  Col- 
leton Archibald  Hutcheson  John  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  and  of  each  of  them  of  in  unto  and  out  of  the  same  every 
or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  by  virtue  of  the  said  severall  recited  letters  patent  or  either  of  them  or  of  any  grant  as- 
signment conveyance  or  assurance  made  under  or  by  force  of  the  same  recited  letters  patent  or  either  of  them  or 
otherwise  howsoever  should  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  nine  be  vested  and  setled  and  the  same  were  thereby  vested  and  setled  in  and  upon  the  said  Edward 
Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  and  their  heirs  to  the  use  of  them  their  heirs  and  assignes 
freed  and  discharged  and  absolutely  acquitted  exempted  and  indemnifyed  of  and  from  all  estates  uses  trusts  entailes 
revertions  remainders  limitations  charges  and  incumbrances  titles  claims  and  demands  whatsoever  but  nevertheless 
upon  trust  and  to  the  intent  that  they  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton 
and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them  and  the  heirs  of  such  survivor  up  n  payment  by  his  Majesty  his  heirs  or  suc- 
cessors to  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  or  to  the  survivors  or  survivor 
of  them  or  the  executors  or  adin'ors  of  such  survivor  of  the  sume  of  seventeen  thousand  and  five  hundred  pounds  free 
and  clear  of  all  deductions  on  or  before  the  tvventy  ninth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lnrd  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  nine  should  by  deed  indented  and  to  be  inrolled  in  his  Majesty's  high  Court  of  Chancery 
surrender  convey  and  assure  unto  his  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  all  and  singular  the  said  seven  eighth  parts  oi- 
shares  (the  whole  into  eight  equall  parts  to  be  divided)  and  all  other  the  parts  or  shares  interests  and  estaies  of  and  in 
the  aforesaid  provinces  or  teriitoryes  and  all  and  singular  the  premisses  thereby  vested  in  them  and  their  heirs  as 
aforesaid  which  said  sume  of  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  they  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey 
Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  or  the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  sur- 
vivor should  immediately  after  receipt  thereof  pay  apply  and  dispose  of  in  manner  herein  alter  mentioned  (that  is 
to  say)  the  sume  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  part  thereof  to  the  said  James  Bertie  and  Dodington  Greville 
trustees  as  aforesaid  or  to  the  survivor  of  them  or  to  the  executors  or  administrators  of  sr.ch  survivor  two  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  other  part  thereof  to  the  said  William  Lord  Craven  his  executors  or  administrators  two  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  other  part  thereof  to  the  said  James  Bertie  in  his  own  right  his  executfjrsor  administrators  two 
tlipusand  five  hundred  pounds  other  part  thereof  unto  such  person  or  persons  and  in  such  shares  and  proportions  as 
the  same  according  to  the  tenor  purport  and  true  meaning  of  the  said  order  or  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lord  sought 
to  be  paid  and  applyed  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  other  part  thereof  to  the  said  Sir  John  Colleton  his  executors 
or  administrators  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  other  part  thereof  to  the  said  John  Cotton  his  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators and  tv/o  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  residue  thereof  to  the  said  Samuel  Wragg  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Joseph  Blake  or  to  the  said  Joseph  Blake  his  executors  or  administrators   And  it  was  thereby  further  enact- 
ed that  seven  eighth  parts  (the  whole  into  eight  equal  parts  to  be  divided)  of  all  and  every  the  said  arrears  of  quit 
rents  and  other  rents  sume  and  sumes  of  money  debts  duties  accounts  reckonings  claims  and  demands  whatsoever 
tlien  due  and  owing  to  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  or  to  the  said  James  Bertie  and  Dodington  Greville  trustees 
as  aforesaid  and  to  the  said  John  Lord  Carteret  William  Lord  Craven  James  Bertie  in  his  own  right  Henry  Bertie 
Mary  Danson  and  Elizabeth  Moor  Sir  John  Colleton  Archibald  Hutcheson  John  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  or  any  of 
them  whether  the  same  were  mcne  or  less  than  was  computed  as  aforesaid   And  all  and  every  other  parts  and  shares 
of  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  James  Bertie  and  Dodington  Greville  trustees  as  aforesaid  William  Lord  Craven 
James  Bertie  in  his  own  right  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  and  Elizabeth  Moor  Sir  John  Colleton  Archibald  Hutche- 
son John  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  or  any  of  them  of  or  in  the  said  arrears  or  which  they  or  any  of  them  their  or  any 
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of  their  heii-S  executors  administrators  or  assignes  then  had  or  could  or  might  have  claime  challenge  or  demand  of 
or  from  the  farmers  tenants  or  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  or  territories  aforesaid  or  any  part  thereof  or  any  of  them 
should  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  huuthed  and  twenty 
nine  be  vested  in  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Sanuiel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  the  survivors  and  sur- 
vivor of  them  and  (he  executors  and  administrators  of  such  survivor  upon  trust  and  to  the  intent  that  they  and  the 
survivors  or  survivor  of  (hem  or  the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  survivor  should  upon  payment  by  his 
Majesty  his  heirs  or  successors  of  the  sume  of  five  thousand  pounds  of  lawfuU  money  of  Great  Britaine  free  and 
clear  of  all  deductions  on  or  before  the  twenty  ninth  tiay  of  September  in  the  same  year  to  the  said  Edward  Bertie 
Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  or  the  executors  or  adminis- 
trators of  such  survivor  to  be  applyed  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner  in  the  said  act  in  that  behalfe  directed  and 
appointed  by  deed  indented  and  to  be  inrolled  in  the  high  Couit  of  Chancery  grant  and  assigne  to  his  Majesty  his 
heirs  and  successors  the  said  seven  cightii  parts  or  shares  (the  whole  into  eight  equal  parts  to  be  divided)    And  all 
other  parts  and  shares  of  the  said  arrears  thereby  vested  in  them  as  aforesaid    And  it  was  thereby  farther  enacted 
that  the  receipt  or  receipts  of  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  or  the  sur- 
vivors or  survivor  of  them  or  of  the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  survivor  under  their  or  his  hands  or  hand 
respectively  should  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to  his  Majesty  his  heires  and  supcessors  of  and  for  the  said  severall  sumes 
of  seventeen  thousand  live  hundred  pounds  and  five  thousand  pounds  or  to  much  thereof  or  of  either  of  them  as  such 
receipt  or  receipts  should  be  given  for  and  that  his  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  upon  and  after  such  receipt  or 
receipts  given  as  aforesaid  should  be  absolutely  acquitted  and  discharged  of  and  from  the  same  moneys  and  should 
not  be  answerable  or  accountable  for  any  loss  non-application  or  misapplication  of  the  said  money  or  any  part  there- 
of as  in  and  by  the  said  act  of  Parliament  herein  before  recited  relation  being  thereunto  had  may  amongst  other  things 
more  fully  appeare  Now  this  Indenture  witnesseth  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  (he  said  sume  of  seventeen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  pounds  lawfull  motley  of  Great  Britaine  to  them  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry 
Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  by  the  King's  most  Plxcellent  Majesty  att  or  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these  pre- 
sents well  and  truly  paid  to  be  by  them  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smyth  and  Alexius  Clayton 
paid  distributed  and  applyed  pursuant  to  the  directions  in  the  said  recited  act  of  Parliament  contained    The  receipt 
of  ^yhich  said  sume  of  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  they  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry 
Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  do  hereb)^  respectively  acknowledge  and  thereof  and  of  every  part  thereof  do  and  each 
of  them  doth  acquitt  and  discharge  his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  by  these  presents    They  the  said 
Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsejf  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  in  them  reposed  in  and 
by  the  said  recited  act  of  Parliament  have  bargained  sold  and  surrendred  and  by  these  presents  do  and  each  and 
every  of  them  doth  bargaine  sell  and  surrender    And  they  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  AVilliam  Lord  Craven 
James  Bertie  Dodington  Greville  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  Elizabeth  Moor  Sir  John  Colleton  party  to  these  pre- 
sents Archibald  Hutcheson  John  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  have  ratifyed  and  confirmed  and  by  these  presents  doe 
and  every  of  them  doth  ratify  and  confirme  unto  his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  the  said  seven  undivided 
eighth  parts  (the  whole  into  eight  equal  parts  to  be  divided)  and  all  other  the  part  or  share  parts  or  shares  interests 
and  estates  in  and  by  the  said  recited  act  of  Parliament  vested  in  them  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey 
Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  of  and  in  the  aforesaid  provinces  or  territories  called  Carolina  and  of  and  in  all 
and  singular  the  royalties  franchises  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  premisses  in  and  by  the  said  severall 
recited  Tetters  patent  or  either  of  them  granted  or  mentioned  to  be  granted  by  his  said  late  Majesty  King  Charles 
the  second  to  the  Said  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon  George  Duke  of  Albemarle  William  Karl  of  Craven  John  Lord 
Berkley  Anthony  Lord  Ashley  Sir  George  Carteret  Sir  John  Colleton  deceased  and  Sir  William  Berkley  their 
heirs  and  assignes  as  aforesaid  with  their  and  every  of  their  rights  members  and  appurtenances  and  also  all  powers 
liberfyes  authorityes  jurisdictions  preheminencies  licenses  and  priviledges  and  all  and  singular  baronies  tracts  and 
parcells  of  land  tenements  hereditaments  and  premisses  in  and  by  the  said  recited  act  of  Parliament  vested  in  them 
the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  and  their  heirs  upon  the  trusts  afore- 
mentioned with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances  (exceptasin  the  said  act  is  excepted)  And  all  the  estate  right 
title  interest  trust  property  possession  claim  and  demand  whatsoever  of  them  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Hor- 
sey Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clajfton  and  of  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  James  Bertie  Dodington  Greville 
William  Lord  Craven  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  Elizabeth  Moor  Sir  John  Colleton  party  to  these  presents  Ar- 
chibald Hutcheson  John  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  every  or  any  of  them  of  in  and  to  the  same  To  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  seven  undivided  eighth  parts  (the  whole  into  eight  equall  parts  to  be  divided)  and  all  other  the  parts  shares 
royalties  franchises  baronies  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  premisses  hereby  bargained  sold  and  surrendred 
with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances  (except  as  is  before  excepted)  unto  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  his 
heires  and  successors  to  the  use  and  behoofe  of  his  said  Majesty  his  heires  and  successors  for  ever  And  this  Inden- 
ture further  witnesseth  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sume  of  five  thousand  pounds  of  like  lawfull  money  of 
Great  Britaine  to  them  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  by  his  said 
Majesty  att  or  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents  well  and  truly  paid  in  full  for  the  purchase  of  the 
arrears  of  quitt  rents  and  other  rents  and  sumes  of  money  so  proposed  to  be  assigned  to  his  Majesty  as  aforesaid  to 
be  by  them  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  paid  applyed  and  disposed  of 
pursuant  to  the  directions  in  the  said  recited  act  of  Parliament  contained  the  leceipt  of  which  said  sume  of  five 
thousand  pounds  they  the  said  Edward  Bertie  .Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  do  hereby  respec- 
tively acknowledge  and  thereof  and  of  every  part  thereof  do  and  each  of  them  doth  acquitt  and  discharge  his  said 
Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  executors  and  administrators  by  these  presents  they  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Sam- 
uel Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  in  pursuance  of  the  ti-ust  in  them  reposed  in  and  by  the  said  recited 
act  of  Parliament  have  granted  bargained  and  sold  assigned  transferred  and  sett  over  and  by  these  presents  do  and 
each  and  every  of  them  doth  grant  bargaine  and  sell  assigne  transferr  and  sett  over    And  they  the  said  Henry 
Duke  of  Beaufort  William  Lord  Craven  James  Bertie  Dodington  Greville  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  Elizabeth 
Moor  Sir  John  Colleton  party  to  these  presents  Archibald  Hutcheson  John  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  have  ratifyed 
and  confirmed  and  by  these  presents  doe  and  every  of  them  doth  ratilye  and  confirme  unto  his  said  Majesty  liis 
heirs  and  successors  the  said  seven  eighth  parts  the  whole  into  eight  equall  parts  to  be  divided  of  all  and  every  the 
arrears  of  quitt  rents  and  other  sums  of  money  debts  duties  accounts  reckonings  claims  and  demands  whatsoever 
which  at  the  time  of  makeing  the  said  act  were  due  and  owing  to  them  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  or  to  the 
.said  James  Bertie  and  Dodington  Greville  trustees  as  aforesaid  and  to  the  said  John  Lord  Carteret  William  Lord 
Craven  James  Bertie  in  his  own  right  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  and  Elizabeth  Moor  Sir  John  Colleton  party  to 
these  presents  Archibald  Hutcheson  John  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  or  any  of  them  whether  the  same  be  more  or 
less  than  was  computed  as  aforesaid  and  all  and  every  the  arrears  parts  and  shai'es  sumes  of  money  and  premisses  in 
and  by  the  said  recited  act  vested  or  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  vested  in  them  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel 
Horsey  Henry  Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  in  trust  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  and  all  the  right  title  interest  trust 
property  benetitt  advantage  claim  and  demand  whatsoever  of  them  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry 
Smith  and  Alexius  Clayton  and  of  them  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  James  Bertie  Dodington  Greville  William 
Lord  Craven  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  Elizabeth  Moor  Sir  John  Colleton  party  to  these  presents  Archibald 
Hutcheson  Jolin  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  every  or  any  of  them  of  in  and  to  the  same    To  have  hold  receive  and 
enjoy  the  same  arrears  sumes  of  money  and  premisses  herein  last  before  granted  bargained  and  sold  and  assigned 
unto  his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  to  and  for  his  and  their  own  use  and  benefitt  And  the  said  Edward 
Bertie  lor  himselfe  his  heires  executors  and  administrators  and  every  of  them  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with 
his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  by  these  presents  that  he  the  said  Edward  Bertie  hath  not  at  any  time 
heretofore  made  done  or  committed  any  act  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  whereby  the  premisses  hereby  respectively 
granted  bargained  and  sold  surrendred  "and  assigned  as  aforesaid  or  any  part  thereof  is  are  or  can  or  may  be  any 
ways  charged  or  incumbred.    And  the  said  Samuel  Horsey  for  himselfe  his  heirs  executors  and  administrators  and 
every  of  them  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  by  these  presents  that 
he  the  said  Samuel  Horsey  hath  not  att  any  time  heretofore  made  done  or  committed  any  act  matter  or  thing  what- 
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soever  whereby  the  premisses  hereby  respectively  granted  bargained  and  sold  surrendred  and  assigned  as  aforesaid 
or  any  part  thereof  is  are  or  can  or  may  be  any  ways  charged  or  incumbred    And  the  saiil  Henry  Smith  for  himself 
his  heirs  executors  and  administrators  and  every  of  them  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  his  said  Majesty  his 
heirs  and  successors  by  these  presents  that  he  the  said  Henry  Smith  hath  not  attany  time  heretofore  made  dune  or 
committed  any  act  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  whereby  (he  premisses  hereby  respectively  granted  bargained  and  sold 
surrendred  and  assigned  as  aforesaid  or  any  part  thereof  is  are  or  can  or  may  be  any  ways  charged  or  incumbred 
And  the  said  Alexius  Clayton  for  hiinselfe  hisheires  executors  and  administrators  and  eveiy  of  them  doth  covenant 
and  agree  to  and  with  his  salt!  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  by  these  presents  That  he  the  said  Alexius  Clayton 
hath  not  att  any  time  heretofore  made  done  or  committed  atiy  act  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  whereby  (he  pi-emisses 
hereby  respectively  granted  bargained  and  sold  surrendred  and  assigned  as  aforesaid  or  any  part  (hereof  is  arc  or 
can  or  may  be  any  ways  charged  or  incumbred    And  the  said  Dodinston  Greville  !"or  hiinselfe  his  heires  executors 
and  administrators  and  every  of  them  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  his  said  Majesty  his  jieires  and  succes- 
sors by  these  presents  That  he  the  said  Dodington  Greville  hath  not  at  any  time  heietofore  made  done  or  commit- 
ted any  act  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  whereby  the  premisses  hereby  respectively  granted  bargained  and  sold  sur- 
rendred and  assigned  as  aforesaid  or  any  part  thereof  is  are  or  can  or  may  be  any  ways  charged  or  incumbred     4nd 
the  said  Henry  Bertie  for  himselfe  his  heirs  executors  and  administrators  and  every  of  them  doth  covenant  and  a^ree 
to  and  with  his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  by  these  presents  That  he  the  said  Henry  Bertie  hath  mil  at 
any  time  heretofore  made  done  or  committed  any  act  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  whereby  the  premisses  hereby  re- 
spectively granted  bargained  and  sold  surrendred  and  assigned  as  aforesaid  or  any  part  thereof  is  are  or  can  or  may 
be  any  ways  charged  or  incumbred    And  the  said  Elizabeth  Moor  for  herselfe  her  heirs  executors  an<i  administra- 
tors and  every  of  them  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  by  these  pre- 
sents That  she  the  said  Elizabeth  Moor  hath  not  att  any  time  heretofore  made  done  or  committed  any  act  matter  or 
thing  whatsoever  whereby  the  premisses  hereby  respectively  granted  bargained  and  sold  surrendred  and  assigned  as 
aforesaid  or  any  part  thereof  is  are  or  can  or  may  be  any  ways  charged  or  incumbred    And  the  said  Archibald 
Hutcheson  for  himselfe  his  heires  execU'tors  and  administrators  and  every  of  them  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and 
with  his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  by  these  presents  That  he  the  said  Archibald  Hutcheson  hath  not  at 
any  time  heretofore  made  done  or  committed  any  act  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  whereby  the  premisses  hereby  re- 
spectively granted  bargained  and  sold  surrendred  and  assigned  as  aforesaid  or  any  part  thereof  is  are  or  can  or  may 
be  any  ways  charged  or  incumbred    And  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  doth  hereby  for  himselfe  his  heires  exe- 
cutors and  administrators  covenant  promise  grant  and  agree  to  and  with  our  said  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his 
heirs  and  successors  in  manner  and  form  following  (that  is  to  say)  That  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  his 
heirs  and  successors  shall  and  may  for  ever  hereafter  peaceably  and  quietly  have  hold  and  enjoy  all  that  'part 
and  share  of  and  in   the   said   provinces  or  territories  and   of  and   in   all   and   singular  the   said   royalties 
franchises  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  premisses  in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested 
in  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  or  the  said  James  Bertie  and  Dodington   Greville  trustees  as  aforesaid 
and  also  the  said  eight  baronies  in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  Henry  Duke  of 
Beaufort  or  the  said  James  Bertie  and  Dodingfon  Greville  trustees  as  aforesaid  with  the  appurtenances  without  any 
lawfull  lett  suit  trouble  denyall  disturbance  or  interruption  of  or  by  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  James  Bertie 
Dodington  Greville  or  Francis  Clerk  Esqs  deceased  or  of  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claimin"  any 
estate  right  title  trust  or  interest  either  in  law  or  equity  of  in  to  or  out  of  the  same  premisses  or  any  part  thereof 
from  by  under  or  in  ti-ust  for  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beau fmt  James  Bertie  Dodington  Grevile  Francis  Clerke 
Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  deceased  Rebecca  Lady  GraUvile  deceased  John  Lord  Gianvile  deceased  John  Earl  of 
Bath  deceased  Christopher  Duke  of  Albemarle  deceased  or  George  Duke  of  Albemarle  deceased  or  any  of  them 
respectively  and  that  free  and  clear  of  from  and  against  all  and  all  manner  of  former  and  other  gifts  "rants 
bargaines  sales  surrenders  leases  mortgages  joyntures  dowers  titles  of  dower  uses  trusts  wills  intayles  statutes 
recognizances  judgements  extents  and  executions  and  of  from  and  against  all  and  singular  other  estates  titles 
troubles  charges  and  incumbrances  whatsoever  had  made  done  committed  occasioned  or  suffered  by  the  said 
Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  James  Bertie  Dodington  Greville  Francis  Clerke  deceased  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort 
deceased  Rebecca  Lady  Granville  deceased  John  Lord  Granville  deceased  John  Earl  of  Bath  deceased  Chris- 
topher Duke  of  Albemarle  deceased  or  the  said  George  Duke  of  Albemarle  deceased  respectively  or  their  re- 
-spective  heires  or  assignes  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  from  by  or  under  or  in 
trust  for  them  respectively  or  by  or  with  their  or  any  of  their  means  consent  act  privity  or  procurement    And  the 
said  William  Lord  Craven  doth  hereby  for  himselfe  his  heirs  executors  and  administrators  covenant  promise  grant 
and  agree  to  and  with  our  said  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  successors  in  manner  and  form  following 
(that  is  to  say)  that  our  said  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heires  and  successors  shall  and  may  forever  hereafter 
peaceably  and  quietly  have  hold  and  enjoy  all  that  part  and  share  of  and  in  the  said  provinces  or  territories  and  of 
and  in  all  and  singular  the  said  royalties  franchises  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  premisses  in  the  said  recited 
act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  William  Lord  Craven    And  also  the  said  eight  baronies  in  the  said 
recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  William  I^ord  Craven  with  the  appurtenances  without  any  law- 
full  lett  suit  trouble  denyall  disturbance  or  interruption  of  or  by  the  said  William  Lord  Craven  party  to  these  presents 
or  of  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  any  estate  right  title  trust  or  interest  either  in 
law  or  equity  of  in  to  or  out  of  the  same  premisses  or  any  part  thereof  from  by  under  or  in  trust  for  the  said  William 
Lord  Craven  party  to  these  presents  William  Lord  Craven  deceased  Sir  William  Craven  deceased  or  William 
Earl  of  Craven  deceased  or  any  of  them  respectively  And  that  free  and  clear  of  from  and  against  all  and  all  manner 
of  former  and  other  gifts  grants  bargaines  sales  surrenders  leases  mortgages  joyntures  dowers  titles  of  dower  uses 
trusts  wills  intayles  statutes  recognizances  judgements  extents  and  executions  and  of  from  and  against  all  and  sin- 
gular other  estates  titles  troubles  charges  and  incumbrances  whatsoever  had  made  done  comitted  occasioned  or  suffered 
by  the  said  William  Lord  Craven  party  to  these  presents  William  Lord  Craven  deceased  Sir  William  Craven  de- 
ceased or  William  Earl  of  Craven  deceased  respectively  or  their  respective  heirs  or  assignes  or  by  any  other  person 
or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claime  from  by  under  or  in  trust  for  them  respectively  or  by  or  with  their  or  any 
of  their  means  consent  act  privity  or  procurement    And  the  said  James  Bertie  doth  for  himselfe  his  heirs  executors 
and  administrators  covenant  promise  grant  and  agree  to  and  with  our  said  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and 
successors  in  manner  and  forme  following  (that  is  to  say)  that  our  said  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and 
successors  shall  and  may  forever  hereafter  peaceably  and  quietly  have  hold  and  enjoy  all  that  part  and  share  of  and 
in  the  said  provinces  or  territoryes  and  of  and  in  all  and  singular  the  said  royalties  franchises  lands  tenements  heredi- 
taments and  premisses  in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  James  Bertie  without  any 
lawfull  lett  suit  trouble  denyall  disturbance  or  interruption  of  or  by  the  said  James  Bertie  or  of  or  by  any  other 
person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claime  any  estate  right  title  trust  or  interest  either  in  law  or  equity  of  in 
to  or  out  of  the  same  premisses  or  any  part  thereof  from  by  or  under  or  in  trust  for  the  said  James  Bertie  or  the  said 
Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon  deceased  or  either  of  them  respectively  and  that  free  and  cleai-  of  from  and  against  all 
and  all  manner  of  former  and  other  gifts  grants  bargaines  sales  surrenders'  leases  mortgages  joyntures  dowers  titles 
of  dower  uses  trusts  wills  intayles  statutes  recognizances  judgements  extents  and  executions  and  of  from  and  against 
all  and  singular  other  estates  titles  troubles  charges  and  incumbrances  whatsoever  had  made  done  comitted  occa- 
sioned or  suffered  by  the  said  James  Bertie  or  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon  deceased  respectively  or  their  respective 
heirs  or  assignes  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  from  by  under  or  in  trust  for  them 
respectively  or  by  or  with  their  or  any  of  their  means  consent  act  privity  or  procurement    And  the  said  Mary  Dan- 
son  doth  hereby  for  herself  her  heirs  executors  and  administrators  covenant  promise  grant  and  agree  to  and  with  our 
said  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  successors  in  manner  and  form  following  (that  is  to  say)  That  our  said 
Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  successors  shall  and  may  for  ever  hereafter  peaceably  and  quietly  have  hold 
and  enjoy  all  that  part  and  share  of  and  in  the  said  provinces  or  territoryes  and  of  and  in  all  and  singular  the  said 
royalties  franchises  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  premisses  in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested 
in  the  said  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  or  Elizabeth  Moor  some  or  one  of  them  without  any  lawfull  lett  suit  trouble 
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denyall  disturbance  or  interruption  of  or  by  the  said  Mary  Danson  or  of  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully 
claiming  or  to  claim  any  estate  right  title  trust  or  interest  eithei'  in  law  or  equity  of  in  to  or  nut  of  the  same  premisses 
Or  any  part  thereof  from  by  under  or  in  trust  for  the  said  Mary  Danson  or  the  said  Sir  William  Berkley  deceased 
his  heirs  or  assigns  or  any  of  them  respectively    And  that  free  and  clear  of  from  and  against  all  and  all  manner  of 
former  and  other  gifts  grants  baigaiiies  sales  surrenders  leases  mortgages  joyntures  dowers  titles  of  dower  uses  trusts 
wills  intayles  statutes  recognizances  judgements  extents  and  executions  and  of  li-om  and  against  all  and  singular 
other  estates  titles  troubles  charges  and  incumbrances  wt.goever  had  made  done  comitted  occasioned  or  suft'ered  or 
to  be  had  made  done  committed  Occasioned  or  suti'ered  by  the  said  Mary  Danson  or  the  said  Sir  William  Berkley 
deceased  his  helres  or  assignes  or  any  of  them  I'espectively  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or 
to  claim  by  from  under  or  in  trust  for  tiiem  respectively  or  by  or  with  their  or  any  of  their  means  consent  act  privity 
or  procurement    And  the  said  Sir  John  Colleton  party  hereunto  doth  hereby  for  himself  his  heirs  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators covenant  promise  grant  and  agree  to  and  with  our  Suvereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  successors 
in  manner  and  form  followirig  ((hat  is  to  say)  That  our  said  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  successors  shall 
and  may  forever  hereafter  peaceably  and  quietly  have  hold  and  enjoy  ail  that  part  and  share  of  and  in  the  said  pro- 
vinces or  territorys  and  of  and  in  all  and  singular  the  said  royalties  franchises  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and 
premisses  in  the  sa:id  recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  Sir  John  Colleton  party  to  these  presents 
And  alsoe  the  said  six  baronies  in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  Sir  John  Colleton  party 
to  these  presents  with  the  appurtenances  without  any  lawfuU  lettsuit  trouble  denyall  disturbanceor  interruption  of  or 
by  the  said  Sir  John  Colleton  party  to  these  presents  or  of  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to 
claim  any  estate  right  title  trust  or  interest  either  in  law  or  equity  of  in  to  or  out  of  the  same  premisses  or  any  part 
thereof  from  by  under  or  in  trust  for  the  said  Sir  John  Colleton  party  to  ^hese  presents  or  the  said  Sir  John  Colleton 
deceased  respectively  and  that  free  and  clear  of  from  and  against  all  and  all  manner  of  former  and  other  gifts  grants 
bargaines  sales  surrenders  leases  mortgages  joyntures  dowers  titles  of  dower  uses  trusts  wills  intayles  statutes  recog- 
nizances judgements  extents  and  executions  and  of  from  and  against  all  and  singular  other  estates  titles  troubles 
charges  and  incumbrances  whatsoever  had  made  done  committed  occasioned  or  suffered  or  to  be  had  made  done  com- 
mitted occasioned  or  suffered  by  the  said  Sir  John  Colleton  party  to  these  presents  or  the  said  Sir  John  Colleton  deceased 
respectively  or  their  respective  heirs  or  assigns  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  from 
by  under  or  in  trust  fur  them  respectively  or  by  orvvith  their  or  any  of  their  means  consent  act  privity  or  procure- 
ment   And  the  said  John  Cotton  doth  hereby  for  himselfe  his  heires  executors  and  administrators  covenant  promise 
grant  and  agree  to  and  with  our  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heires  and  successors  in  manner  and  forme  following 
(that  is  to  say)  That  our  said  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  successors  shall  and  may  for  ever  hereafter 
peaceably  and  quietly  have  hold  and  enjoy  all  that  part  and  share  of  and  in  the  said  provinces  or  territories  and  all 
and  singular  the  n)yarties  franchises  lands  tenements  hereditaments  and  premisses  in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned 
to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  Archibald  Hutcheson  in  trust  for  the  said  John  Cotton    And  alsoe  the  said  six  baronies 
in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  Archibald  Hutcheson  as  trustee  for  the  said  John 
Cotton  with  the  appurtenances  without  any  lawful  I  let  t  suit  trouble  denyall  disturbance  or  interruption  of  or  by  the  said 
John  Cotton  or  of  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  any  estate  right  title  trustor 
interest  either  in  law  or  equity  of  in  to  or  out  of  the  same  premisses  or  any  part  thereof  from  by  under  or  in  trust  for 
him  or  the  said  Anthony  Lord  Ashley  deceased  hisheirs  or  assignes    And  that  free  and  clear  of  from  and  against 
all  and  all  manner  of  former  and  other  gifts  grants  bargaines  sales  surrenders  leases  mortgages  joyntures  dowers 
titles  of  dower  uses  trusts  wills  intayles  statutes  recognizances  judgements  extents  and  executions  and  of  from  and  ■ 
against  all  and  singular  other  estates  titles  troubles  charges  and  incumbrances  whatsoever  had  made  done  committed 
occasioned  or  suffered  by  the  said  John  Cotton  or  the  said  Anthony  Lord  Ashley  deceased  his  heirs  or  assignes  or 
by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claime  from  by  and  under  or  in  trust  for  him  or  them  or  by 
or  with  his  or  their  means  consent  act  privity  or  procurement    And  the  said  Joseph  Blake  doth  hereby  for  himselfe 
his  lieirs  executors  and  administrators  covenant  promise  grant  and  agree  to  and  with  our  said  Sovereigne  Jjord  the 
King  his  heirs  and,  successors  in  manner  and  forme  following  (that  is  to  say)  That  our  said  Sovereigne  Lord  tl;e  King 
his  heirs  and  successors  shall  and  may  for  ever  hereafter  peaceably  and  quietly  have  hold  and  enjoy  all  that  part  and 
share  of  and  in  the  said  provinces  or  territories  and  of  and  in  all  and  singular  the  said  royaltyes  franchises  lands 
tenem''-  hereditam'-'-  and  premisses  in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  Joseph  Blake 
And  also  the  said  six  baronies  in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned  to  be  then  vested  in  the  said  Joseph  Blake  with  the 
appurtenances  without  any  lawfull  lettsuit  trouble  denyall  disturbance  or  interrupcion  of  or  by  the  said  Joseph  Blake 
or  of  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  any  estate  right  title  trust  or  interest  either  in 
law  or  equity  of  into  or  out  of  the  same  premisses  or  any  part  thereof  from  by  under  or  in  trust  for  the  said  Joseph 
Blake  or  the  said  John  Lord  Berkley  deceased  his  heirs  or  assigns  or  either  of  them  respectively    And  that  free  and 
clear  of  from  and  against  all  and  all  manner  of  former  and  other  gifts  grants  bargaines  sales  surrenders  leases 
mortgages  joyntures  dowers  titles  of  dower  uses  trusts  wills  intayles  statutes  recognizances  judgments  extents  and 
executions  and  of  from  and  against  all  and  singular  other  estates  titles  troubles  charges  and  incunibiances  whatsoever 
had  made  done  committed  occasioned  or  suffered  by  the  said  Joseph  Blake  or  the  said  John  Lord  Berkley  deceased 
respectively  or  their  respective  heirs  or  assigns  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  from 
by  under  or  in  trust  for  thciii  respectively  or  by  or  with  their  or  any  of  their  means  consent  act  privity  or  procure- 
ment   And  each  of  them  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  William  Lord  Craven  James  Bertie  Mary  Danson  Sir 
John  Colleton  John  Cotton  and  Joseph  Blake  doth  hereby  for  himself  and  herself  his  and  her  heirs  executors  and 
administrators  severally  and  respectively  and  not  the  one  for  the  other  nor  for  the  heirs  executors  or  administrators  of 
the  other  covenant  promise  and  agree  to  and  with  our  said  Sovereigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  successors  in 
manner  and  form  following  (that  is  to  say)  That  att  the  time  of  the  passing  the  said  recited  act  there  was  really  and 
buna  fide  due  and  owing  to  them  the  said  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  William  Lord  Craven  James  Bertie  Dodington 
Grevile  Henrie  Bertie  Mary  Danson  Elizabeth  Moor  Sir  John  Colleton  Archibald  Hutcheson  John  Cotton  and  Joseph 
Blake  or  to  some  of  them  together  with  the  said  John  Lord  Carteret  from  the  farmers  tenants  and  inhabitants  of  the 
said  provinces  or  territoryes  or  some  of  them  for  arreares  of  quitt  rents  and  other  rents  dutyes  and  services  as  afore- 
said the  full  sume  of  five  thousand  pounds  and  upwards    Provided  nevertheless  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  agreed 
by  and  between  all  and  every  the  parties  to  these  presents  that  the  surrender  hereby  made  or  any  clause  matter  or 
thing  herein  contained  shall  not  in  any  sort  alter  change  or  prejudice  the  right  of  any  of  the  parties  hereto  or  of  any 
other  person  or  persons  whatsoever  to  any  office  place  or  employment  by  or  under  any  grant  ot  grants  thereof  made 
before  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  seven  under  the  comon  scale  ot  the  said  lords 
proprietors  either  in  Englanci  or  in  the  provinces  aforesaid  ^    -,   .,     •      r,>  .t         t^  i      tt,      r 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith  Alexius  Clayton  Henry  Dukeot  Beaufort 
James  Bertie  Dodington  Greville  William  Lord  Craven  Joseph  Blake  by  the  said  Samuel  Wragg  his  Attorney 
Archibald  Hutcheson  John  Cotton  Sir  John  Colleton  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  and  Elizabeth  Moor  have  hereunto 
sett  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written 

,  •      EDW.  BERTIE  JOS:  BLAKE 

SAML.  HORSEY  ARCH:  HUTCHESON 

HENRY  SMITH^  JNO:  COTTON 

ALEXIUS  CLAYTOiN  JOHN  COLLETON 

BEAUFORT  NIC:  BERTIE 

JA:  BERTIE  MARY  DANSON 

DOD:  GREVILE  ELIZABETH  MOORE 

CRAVEN  « 
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Received  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  within  written  indenture  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord  the  Kings  most  excellent 
Majesty  the  several'l  siimcs  of  seventeen  thousand  five  -hundred  pounds  and  five  thousand  pounds  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  twenty -two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  being  the  consideration  moneys  within  mentioned  to  be  paid  to  us. 
Witness  our  hands  ■ 

EDW.  BERTIE  HENRY  SMITH 

SAML.  HORSEY  ALEXIUS  CLAYTON 

Present    Peter  Leheup  William  Moore  •  ,  ,     ,  . 

NiCHS.    PXXTON  '  ,  .    . 

Sealed  and  delivered  (being  first  duly  atampt)  by,  the  within  named  Edward  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  Henry  Smith 
Alexius  Clayton  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort  James  Bertie  Dbdin'gton  Grevile  William  Lord  Craven  Archibald  Hutch- 
eson  John  Cotton  Sir  John  Colleton  Henry  Bertie  Mary  Danson  Elizabeth  Moore  and  by  Samuel  Wragg  as  attor- 
ney for  Joseph  Blake^  by  virtue  of  a  letter  of  attorney  hereto  annexed.      . 

In  the  presence  of    Peter  Ltsheup  William  Moore 

■NjCHS.  Paxton     • .    , 

Et  memoraiidum  quod  vicesimo  s6xto  die  Julij  anno  suprascript  prefat  Edrus  Bertie  Samuel  Horsey  HenricuS 
Smith  et  Alexius  Clayton  vener  coram  dicto  Dno  Rege  in  Cane  sua  ei  recognoyer  Indentur  predict  ac  omnia 
et  singula  in  eadem  content  et  spificat  in  forma  suprascript  necnon  indentuV  predict  impress  fuit  scdm  terroreln 
statuti  fact  anno  regni  nup  Regis  et  Regine  Gulielmi  et  Maris  Anglie  &c  sexto. 

In  vicesimo  secilndo  die  Octobris  Anno  predicto. 

This  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  record  remaining  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Rolls,  tiaving  been  examined. 

JOHN  RIPLING. 


Blake  Jir'    "1  '    Know  all  men  by  these  pressents  that  I  Joseph  Blake  of  Berkley  countey  in  the  province  of 
et  \  South  Carolina  Esquire  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  provinces  of  South  and  North  Caroli- 

Wragg         /  na  have  made  ordained  constituted  authorized  and  appointed  and  by  these  presents  do  make 
Lre  of  Jlttorneyj  ordaine  constitute  authorize  and  appoint  Samuel  Wragg  of  London  merchant  to  be  my  true 
J.  ,g  ,  and  lawfull  attorney  for  me  and  in  my  name  and  to  my  use  to  grant  bai-gaine  sell  and  dispose 

^       -'  of  all  that  my  one  eighth  part  of  the  provinces  of  South  arid  North  Carolina  by  whatsoever  names 

and  descriptions  the  same  be  called  or  known  together  with  all  the  arrears  of  quit  rents  due  or  to  grow  due  there- 
out, unto  surJi  person  or  pers.ons  as  shall  be  minded  to  purchase  the  same  in  fee  or  otherwise  for  and  upon  such  terms 
and  considerations  and  under  such  powers  provisoes  limitations  and  agreements  and  by  such  deeds  conveyances' and 
assurances  in  the  law  as  to  the  said  Samuel  Wragg  shall  seem  fit  together  with  all  and  singular  the  rights  jurisdic- 
tions priviledges  prerogatives  royalties  liberties  immunities  and  franchises  whatsoever  to  the  said  provinces  and 
either  of  them  belonging  and  in  any  wise  appertaining  in  as  full  large  ample  and  beneficial  a  manner  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  whatsoever  as  the  same  was  granted  to  the  original!  proprietors  by  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the 
Second  by  the  two  severall  charters  of 'his  said  Majesty  King  Charles  blearing  date  ^respectively  the  four  and  twen- 
tieth day  of  March  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  said  Majesty's  reign  aud  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  in  the  seventeenth 
year  of  his  said  Majesty's  reign  and  ejther'of  them  And  I  tiie.said  Joseph  Blake  dge  and  shall  hereby  ratifye  and 
confirm  all  and  every  such  articles  of  agreement  deeds  writings  conveyances  and  assurances  in  the  law  whatso- 
ever which  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  be  made  by  (he  said  Samuel  Wragg  for  ot;_in  my  name  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons whatsoever  lor  the  absolute  granting  conveying  and  assuring  of  the  said  eighth  part  or.  share  of  the  said  pro- 
Tinces  of  North  and  South  Carolina  afoyesaid  and  either  of  them  and  all  and  singular  other  the  premisses  with  their 
and  every  of  their  appurtenances  Know  ye  further  that  I,  the  said  Joseph  Blake  do  hereby  nominate  constitute  and 
appoint  the  said  Samuel  Wragg  to  be  my  attorney  for  me  and  in  my  name  and  to  my  use  to  ask  demand  siie  for 
recover  and  receive  of  and  from  all  and  every  person  and  persons  whomsoever  all  and  every. sum  and  sums  of  mo- 
ney whatsoever  which  have  or  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  for  and  towards  the  purchase  of 
the  said  premises  vvhich  shall  belong  or  be  coming  to  me  the  said  Joseph  Blake  for  my  one  eighth  part  interest  and 
share  in  the  proprietorship  of  South  and  North  Carolina  aforesaid  and  upon  receipt  thereof  acquittances  or  other 
discharges  for  me  and  in  my  name  to  make  seal  and  execute  and  also  for  the  better  execution  of  the  premisses 
the  person  of  me  the  said  Joseph  Blake  before  all  Judges  Justices  Officers  Ministers  and  Persons  whatsoever  to 
represent  and  in  all  Courts  of  Judicature  to  appear  and  there  on  my  behatfe  to  answer  defend  and  reply  unto  all  ac- 
tions causes  matters  arid  things  whatsoever  relateing  to  the  premisses  witlii  full  power  to  make  and  substitute  one 
or  more  attorneys  under  him  the  said  Samuel  Wragg  and  the  same  again  at  pleasure  to  revoke  and  generally  to. 
;';.y  do  transact  determine  accomplish  and  finish  all  matters  and  things  vvhatsoever  relateing  to  the  premisses  as 
fully  amply  and  eftectually  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  as  if  I  the.  said  Joseph  Blake  was  personally 
present  and  did  the  same  or  although  thij  matter  should  require  more  authority  than  is  herein  comprised  And  last- 
ly I  the  said  Joseph  Blake  do  and  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  ratifye  and  confirm  all  and  whatsoever  the  said  Sam- 
uel Wragg  or  his  substitutes  shall  do  or  cause  to  be  done  in  or  about  the  premises  by  virtue  of  these  presents  • 

In  witness  vthereofl  the  said  Joseph  Blake  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  eleventh  day  of  July  in  the 
second  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord  George  the  second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britaine  France 
and  Ireland  King  Delehder  of  the  Faith  &c  Annoq:  Dom:  1728 

JOSEPH  BLAKE 

S^led  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us 

W.  Hyde 

Hen.  Hargrave  - 

Et  memorandum  quod  per  mandat  p'honobil  viro  Josephi  Jekyll  Mil  Magro  Rotulor  in  hec  verba  (8th  Jauiy 
1729  Let  this  instrument  or  writing  be  inroUed  per  salva  custodia  tantum  J.  Jekyll)  Scriptum  p'dict  de  verbo  in 
Terbum  put  prescribitur  inotulaco  in  die  et  anno  predict 

South  Caroli^ 

By  thk  Honorable  Arthur  Middleton  Esquire  President  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Majesties- 
Province  of  South  Carolina 

Personally  appeared  before  me  William  Hyde  and  Henry  Hargrave  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  the  power  oi 
attorney  hereunto  annexed  who  being  duely  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  declare  they  were 
present  and  did  see  Joseph  Blake  of  Berkley  county  in  this  Province  Esquire  sign  seal  and  as  his  act  and  deed  deliver 
the  power  of  attorney  hereunto  annexed  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned  and  that  their  severall  names  subscribed 
thereto  as  witnesses  are  of  the  deponents  hand  writing  respectively.  And  the  said  Joseph  Blake  at  the  same  time 
before  me  acknowledged  his  executing  the  said  power  of  attorney  in  manner  above  mentioned 

Given  in  council  at  the  request  of  the  said  Joseph  Blake  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  this  his  Maies- 
tys  province  this  eleventh  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  and  in  the  second  year  of 
ms  Majesties  reign  . ' 

AR.  MIDDLETON. 

Certifyed  per  Char.  Hart,  feec'ry. 
7  p 
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Et  inemoi-andum  quod  per  mandat  p'honobil  viro  Joseph!  Jekyll  Mil  Magro  Rotulor  in  hec  verba  (8th  Janu- 
ary 1729  Let  this  instrument  or  writing  be  irirolled  per  saiva  custodia  tantu  J  Jekyll)  Scriptum  p'dict  de  ver- 
bo  in  verbum  put  p'scribitur  inotuiaco  in  die  et  anno  predict. 

This  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  record  remaining  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Rolls,  having  been  examined. 

JOHN  RIFLING. 

[Note.     In  the  foregoing-  instruments  we  have  thought  it  advisable  to  print  them  verbatim  et  litteratim,  together  vrith  the 
contractions  in  Latin,  as  given  in  the  memorandum  at  the  end  of  each  instrument.  ] 

H.  m.  1. 

Extract  from  the  Commission  to  Robert  Johnson,  Esqr.  Governor  of  Carolina. 

I  ,  ■  •  December  9//j,  1729. 

•And  we  do  likewise  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and  authority,  by  and  with  thfe  advice  and  consent  of 
our  said  council,  to  settle  and  agree  with  the  inhabitants  of  our  said  province  for  such  lands,  tenements,  and  heredi  - 
tainents,  as  niiw  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  in  our  power  to  dispose  of,  and  them  to  grant  to  any  person  or  persons  up- 
on such  terms,  and  under  such  moderate  quit  rents,  services,  and  acknowledgments,  to  be  tliereupon  reserved  unto 
us,  as  you,  by  the  advice  aforesaid,  shall  think  fit;  which  said  grants  are  to  pass  and  to  be  sealed  by  our  public  seal 
of  our  said  province,  and  being  entered  upon  record  by  such  officer  or  officers  as  are  or  shall  be'appointed  thereunto, 
shall  be  good  and  effectual  in  law,  against  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  25</t  September,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  written  paper  is  an  extract  from  the  commission  to  Robert  Johnson,  Esqr.  Gover- 
nor of  Carolina,  copied  from  the  Carolina  Entry,  A.  p.  265. 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 

H.  No.  2. 

Extract  from  the  Instructions  to  Robert  Johnson,  Esqr.  Governor  of  South  Carolina. 

June  lOth,  1730. 

Whereas. great  inconveniences  have  arisen  in  many  of  our  colonies  in  America,  from  the  granting  excessive 
quantities  of  land  to  particular  persons,  which  they  have  never  cultivated,  and  have  thereby  prevented  others  more 
industrious  from  improving  the  same,  more  particularly  in  South  Carolina,  where  several  persons  claim  a  right  to 
many  thousand  acres  which  they  have  not  yet  taken  up;  you  are  hereby  directed  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly 
of  our  said  province  to  pass  an  act  or  acts,  whereby  the  owners  of  all  lands  already  granted  by  the  late  lords  pro- 
prietors, shall  be  obliged  within  a  reasonable  time  to  take  possession  of  and  .cultivate  the  lands  by  them  claimed,  on 
penalty  of  forfeiture  of  such  right  of  claim;  and  to  prevent  the  like  inconvenience  for  the  future  in  all  grants  of  lands 
to  be  made  by  you,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our  council,  you  are  to  take  especial  care  that  no  grants 
be  made  to  any  person  but  in  proportion  to  his  ability  to  cultivate  the  same,  and  that  proper  clauses  be  inserted  for 
vacating  the  said  grants,  on  failure  of  cultivation  or  payment  of  the  quit  rents  reserved  thereon.  And  as  the  most 
probable  measures  for  your  judgment  in  this  particular  will  be  to  proportion  the  quantity  of  land  to  the  number  of 
pei-sons  and  slaves  in  each  grantee's  family,  you  are  hereby  directed  not  to  §rant  to  any  person  more  than  fifty 
acres  ibr  every  white  or  black  man,  woman,  or  child,  of  which  the  grantee's  famdy  shall  consist  at  the  time  the  grant 
shall.be  made.  But  in  the  laying  out  of  all  lands  for  the  future,  where  such  lands  shall  be  contiguous  to  rivers,  you 
are  to  take  care  that  not  above  one  fourth  part  of  the  land  granted  shall  border  upon  the  river,  that  is  to  say,  there 
shall  be  four  chains  in  depth  backwards  to  every  chain  in  front  upon  the  said  river  respectively,  and  so  in  proportion 
for  any  larger  quantity;  and  that  a  free  passage  to  and  from  the  said  river  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  all  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects.  I ■         J  ,,        • 

Whereas  it  has  been  found  by  long  experience  in  our  provinces  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  Bay,  that 
the  settling  of  such  persons  as  were  disposed  to  become  planters  there  in  townships,  hath  redounded  very  much  to 
their  advantage,  not  only  with  respect  to  the  assistance  they  have  been  able  to  afford  each  other  in  their  civil  con- 
cerns, but  likewise  with  regard  to  the  security  they  have  thereby  acquired  against  the  insults  and  incursions  of  the 
neighboring  Indians.  We  have  thought  it  for  our  service,  and  you  are  hereby  required  to  mark  out  and  set  apart 
■  eleven  townships  in  our  said  province  on  the  banks  of  rivers  at  sixty  miles  distance  from  Charlestown,  that  is  to 
say,  .  '  • 

2  townships  upon  the  river  Altamaha. 

2  on  the  Savannah  river. 

1  on  the  head  of  Ponpon  river.  . 

2  on  Santee  river.  ,  ,  . 

1  on  Watry  river.  .         ■ 

1  on  Black  river.  .  "  '  , 

1  on  Pedee  river.  '    , 

1  on  Wacomace  river.  ,  '    " 

11  '  "    ■ 

It  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure  that  each  of  these  townships  do  consist  of  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be 
laid  out  in  square  plats  of  ground,  one  side  thereof  to  front  the  respective  rivers  on  which  they  shall  be  settled.  In 
each  of  these  townships  you  shall  mark  out  a  proper  place  for  the  situation  of  a  town  contiguous  to  the  river  where 
the  township  lies,  to  consist  of  so  many  lots,  and  each  lot  of  such  quantity  of  land  as  you  shall  judge  convenient,  and 
to  each  inhabitaiit  at  their  first  settling  there,  besides  their  respective  town  lots,  you  shall  grant  fifty  acres,  part  of' 
the  above  mentioned  twenty  thousand,  for  every  man,  woman,  or  child,.of  which  the  grantee's  family  shall  consist; 
which  grants  shall  be  augmented  from  time  to  time,  as  the  abilities  of  the  respective  inhabitants  shall  render  them 
capable  of  cultivating  more  lands,  always  taking  care  to  proportion  the  profitable  and  unprofitable  land  in  each  grant, 
and  to  mark  the  same  out  in  such  manner,  that  every  grantee,  by  the  situation  of  his  land,  may  reap  equal  advantage 
'  of  access  to  the  river  to  which  the  township  shall  be  contiguous;  and  to  the  intent  that  land  near  the  said  townships 
may  not  be  wanting  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  as  their  substance  shall  increase,  no  person  except  the  inhabi- 
tants shall  be  allowed  to  take  up  any  lands  within  six  miles  of  the  said  townships  respectively,  to  which  the  said 
townships  shall  be  contiguous. 

It  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  each  of  these  townships,  together  with  all  the  lands  on  the  same  side  of 
the  river  lying  within  six  miles  of  the  said  township,  respectively,  be  erected  into  a  distinct  parish,  and  that,  when 
any  of  the  said  intended  parishes  shall  have  one  hundred  householders,  they  be  entitled  to  send  two  members  toour 
assembly,  and  to  enjoy  all  such  other  privileges  as  do  of  .right  and  common  usage  belong  to  other  parishes  in  our 
said  province.  . 

And  as  a  further  encouragement  to  such  persons,  as  shall  be  disposed  to  settle  in  these  townships,  we  are  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  allow  the  inhabitants  thereof  a  right  of  common  and  herbage  in  and  through  all  such  lands  con- 
tained within  the  extent  of  the  said  townships  respectively,  as  shall  not  be  taken  up  by  particular  grants  made  to  the 
said  inhabitants.  And,  that  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  three  hundred  acres, contiguous  to  the  said  town,  shall 
be  set  apart  for  a  common  in  perpetuity  to  each  of  the  said  towns,  free  from  quit  rent.  And  it  is  our  \vill  and  plea- 
sure that  you  do,  with  all  convenient  speed,  lay  out  these  townships,  and  that  no  person  claiming  a  right  to  take  up 
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land  in  South  Carolina,  by  former  grants  from  the  late  lords  proprietors,  be  allowed  to  take  up  lands  within  six  miles 
of  these  townships,  by  virtue  of  sucli  grants. 

And  whereas,  we  have  been  informed  that  the  number  of  white  men  in  our  said  province  bears  too  small  a  pro- 
portion to  that  of  the  blacks,  which  is  not  only  a  hindrance  to  the  peopling-and  settling  the  same,  but  may  be  also 
of  dangerous  consequence  from  the  attempts  of  an  enemy,  and  even  from  an  insurrection  of  the  negroes.  It  is  our 
will  and  pleasure,  that  you  recommend,  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  assembly,  that  they  pass  an  act  giving  suitable 
encouragement  to  all  who  shall  import  servants  into  the  province,  either  men  or  women;  and  as  an  encouragement 
for  white  servants  to  go  thither,  we  are  graciously  pleased  to  allow  you  to  grant  fifty  acres  ol'land,  free  of  quit  rent 
for  ten  years,  to  all  white  servants,  men  or  women,  who  shall  have  served  their  masters  the  whole  time  of  their  agree- 
ment, and  shall  be  willing  afterwards  to  become  planters  or  settlers  in  the  said  province. 

And  whereas,  by  our  commission,  you  are  empowered  to  settle  and  agree,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  our  said  council,  with  tlie  inhabitants  of  our  said  province,  for  such  lands,  and  tenernents,  and  hereditaments,  as 
now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  in  our  power  to  dispose  of,  and  them  to  grant  to  any  person  or  persons,  upon  such 
terms,  and  under  such  moderate  quit  rents,  services,  and  acknowledgments,  to  be  thereupon  reserved  unto  us,  as 
you,  by  the  advice  aforesaid,  shall  think  fit;  it  is  nevertheless  our  will  and  pleasure,  that  you  do  not  makeany  grants 
of  land  to  any  person  whatsoever,  under  a  less  quit  rent  than  four  shillings  proclamation  money,  for  every  hundred 
acres,  except  for  the  first  ten  years,  to  white  servants,  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article,  and  the  like  term  for 
those  who  shall  undertake  to  settle  the  eleven  forementioned  townships,  or  any  of  them. 

Office  FOR  Trade,  Whitehall,  "Spp/emieras^A  1795, 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  befoi'e  written  paper  is  an  extract  from  the  instriictions  to  Robert  Johnson,  Esq.  Gov- 
ernor of  South  Carolina,  copied  from  the  South  Carolina  Entry,  A.  p.  324. 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 

C.  No.  1. 

Report  to  the  Lords  qf  the  Committee  of  Council  upon  the  petition  of  the  Lord  Percivril,  Edward  Bigby,  George 
Carpenter,  Esq.  fyc.  ahoiif  establishing  a  charitable  colony  in  South  Carolina. 

December  7th,  1730. 

■    To  the  Right 'Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  most  honorable  Privy  Council. 
My  Lords: 

Your  lordships  having  been  pleased  to  refer  to  us  the  petition  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Viscount  Percival,  the 
Hon.  Edward  Digby,  the  Hon.  George  Carpenter,  James  Oglethorpe,  Esq.  and  several  others  whose  names  are  thereto 
subscribed,  setting  forth  that  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  do  abound  with  great 
numbers  of  indigent  persons  who  are  reduced  to  such  necessity,  as  to  become  burthensome  to  the  public,  and  Who 
would  be  willing  to  sfeek  a  livelihood  in  any  of  His  Majesty's  plantations  in  America,  if  they  were  provided  with  a 
passage  and  means  of  settling  there;  and  humbly  proposing  to  undertake  the  trouble  and  charge  of  transporting  all 
such  poor  persons  and  families,  provided  they  may  obtain'a  grant  of  lands  in  South  Carolina,  for  that  purpose,  together 
with  such  powers,  as  shall  enable  them  to  contract  with  persons  inclinable  to  settle  there,  and  to  receive  the  charita- 
ble contributions  and  benefactions,  of  all  such  persons  as  are  willing  to  encourage  so  good  a  design.  We  have  con- 
sidered the  several  particulars  therein  contained,  and  having  discoursed  with  the  petitioners  thereupon,  we  have 
received  certain  proposals  from  them  relating  to  the  subject  matter  of  their  petition;  whereupon  we  take  leave  to  re- 
present to  your  lordships — 

That,  as  the  petitioner's  design  appears  to  us  to  be  a  very  Isudable  one  in  every  respect,  and  may,  if  happily  exe  • 
cuted,  produce  many  good  effects  to  the  public,  we  think  it  may  deserve  due  encouragement,  and  are  humbly  of 
opinion,  tliat  it  may  be  proper  for  His  Majesty  to  grant  them  all  reasonable  powers  for  the  promoting  and  carrying 
on  so  good  a  work,  and  therefore  we  would  propose  to  your  lordships 

That  His  Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  incorporate  the  petitioners,  according  to  the  prayer  of  their  peti- 
tion, as  a  charitable  society  by  the  name  of  the  Corporation  for  establishing  Charitable  Colonies  in  America,  with 
perpetual  succession. 

That  they  may  be  empowered  to  purchase  lands  of  inheritance  in  Great  Britain,  to  the  value  of  one  thousand 
pounds  per  annum,  and  estates  for  lives  or  years,  and  goods  and  chattels  to  any  value;  and  to  receive  and  take  by 
grant,  gift,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  any  lands  in  America,  with  power  to  make  reasonable  by-laws,  not  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  government  of  their  corporation;  together  with  all  other  clauses,  usual  and  ne- 
cessary for  such  a  corporation;  and  to  give  an  annual  account  of  all  moneys  or  eft'ects  by  them  received,  or  expended 
for  the  carrying  on  this  charity  in  the  high  court  of  chancery. 

And,  as  a  further  encouragement  to  this  design,  we  are  of  opinion.  His  Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased,  to 
grant  to  the  petitioners,  and  to  their  successors  forever,  all  that  tfact  of  land  in  his  province  of  South  Carolina,  lying 
between  the  rivers  Savannah  and  Altamaha,  to  be  bounded  by  the  most  navigable  and  largest  branches  of  the  Savan- 
nah, and  the  most  southerly  branch  of  the  Altamaha,  with  the  islands  in  the  sea  lying  opposite  to  the  said  land,  reserv- 
ing to  His  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  a  quit  rent,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  proclamation  money,  for  every 
hundred  acres  contained  in  tlie  said  tract,  which  shall  be  leased  or  granted  out  by  the  corporation  to  iheir  under 
tenants,  or  taken  up,  settled,  or  improved  by  them  or  their  agents,  the  said  quit-rent  not  to  commence  or  be  paid 
till  ten  years  after  such  leases,  settlements,  takings  up,  or  improvements  respectively. 

And  that  His  Majesty  may  always  be  duly  informed  of  what  quantities  of  land  are  granted,  taken  up,  settled,  or 
improved  by  the  said  corporation,  that  a  constant  register  shall  be  kept  by  their  officers,  of  all  such  leases,  grants, 
takings  up,  settlements,  and  improvements;  and  autlientic  transcripts  thereof,  annually  transmitted  to  His  Majesty's 
auditor  of  the  plantations,  or  his  deputy  in  South  Carolina,  and  also  to  His  Majesty's  land  surveyor  in  that  province, 
reserving  to  the  said  surveyor  in  His  Majesty's  behalf,  a  right  of  inspecting  the  lands  so  leased,  granted,  tUken  up, 
improved  or  settled,  to  prevent  any  abuses  with  respect  to  the  quit  rents,  hereby  intended  to  be  reserved  upon  such 
lands. 

And  whereas,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  petitioners,  that  the  tract  of  land,  by  them  petitioned  for,  which  is  at  present 
entirely  uninhabited,  except  by  some  few  Indian  families,  may  be  separated  from  the  province  of  South  Carolina, 
and  be  made  a  colony  independent  thereof  with  respect  to  their  laws,  government,  and  economy,  both  civil  and 
military,  save  only  in  the  command  of  their  militia,  which  is  to  remain  with  His  Majesty's  Governor  of  South  Car- 
olina, for  the  time  being.  We  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  His  Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  indulge  them  in 
this  particular  likewise,  saving  always  the  dominion  of  the  crown,  and  the  dependence  which  every  British  colony 
ought  to  have  upon  His  Majesty;  and  for  this  purpose,  we  would  humbly  propose,  that  the  corporation  may  have  the 
liberty,  from  time  to  time,  to  lay  before  His  Majesty,  lists  of  all  such  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  as  shall  be 
thought  necessaiy,  by  them,  for  the  support,  conduct,  and  government  of  their  intended  colony,  and  which  are  usual  - 
ly  appointed  by  commissions  from  His  Majesty,  or  from  His  Majesty's  Governors  in  other  colonies  in  America;  and 
tnat,  when  His  Majesty  shall  have  approved  of  such  officer  by  his  order  in  council,  the  corporation  may  be  empow- 
ered to  give  them  commissions  under  their  common  seal. 

And,  as  it  will  be  necessary  that  there  should  be  power  of  making  laws  for  the  government  of  this  colony,  we 
■would  propose  that  His  Majesty  may  empower  the  corporation,  from  time  to  time,  to  prepare  laws  for  that  purpose, 
to  be  laid  before  the  King  in  council,  and  if  not  disapproved  by  His  Majesty  in  thirty  days,  that  they  maybe  sent 
over,  and  be  in  full  force  until  the  King  shall  think  tit  to  signify  his  disallowance  of  them. 

And  as  in  process  of  time  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  colony  may  prove  a  flourishing  settlement,  and  thereby  become 
sharers  in  the  trade  of  South  Carolina,  it  will  be  necessary  that  tne  person  who  siiperintends  this  settlement,  althougl'. 
he  should  not  act  under  the  title  of  Governor,  should,  according  to  the  act  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  King  William,  not 
only  be  approved  of  by  His  Majesty,  as  has  been  before  proposed,  but  also  take  the  usual  oath  to  observe  the 
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acts  of  tiade  and  navigation;  for  wh.ich  purpose,  it  will  be  necessary  that  theusual  instructions  upon  that  head,  which 
are  "iven  to  the  Governors  in  America,  j^hould  likewise  be  given  to  him;  and  that  the  corporation  do  give  constant 
accounts  of  all  proceedings  to  this  office  (hat  we  may  lay  the  same  before  His  Majesty. 
We  are,  iny  lords,  your  lordship's  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servants, 

WKSTIMORELAND. 
•  P.  DOCMINIQUE. 

•  Whitehall,  ZJece^w^er,  17, 1730.  T- PEL  HAM. 

•  M.  BLADEN. 

,  A.  CROFT. 

1  '  '  Office  for  TRAbfe,  Whitehall,  lilh  Seplembef,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a.report  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  I^ords  of  the  committee 
of  council  for  plantation  affairs,  copied  from  the  South  Carolina  Entry,  B.  page  8.  .  ■  .„„„ 

■     .  GEO.  CHALMERS. 

C.  No.  2.  ... 

Ji  Report  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council,  about  settling  a  western  boundary  to  the  colony,  to  be  established 
in  South  Carolina  by  a  charier  for  which  the  Lord  Percival  and  others  have  pelitiorted. 

,  ;       Whitehall, /)ecf»n6er  22,  1731. 

To  the  Riglit  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  most  honorable  Privy  Council. 

My  Lords:  ,.■.■•■■.' 

Li  pursuance  of  your  lordships' order  of  the  14th  of  this  inont*.  referring  to  us  the  following  points,  viz" 
the  settin"  a  westein  boundary  to  the  colony  to  be  established  in  Soutli,  Carolina^  by  virtue  of  a  charter  petitioned 
lor  by  the°Lord  Percival  and  others,  and  forascertaining  the  distance  of  the  islands  upon  the  eastern'shore  from  the 
continent;  as  likewise  for  fixing  the  number  of  acres  proper  to  be  granted  to  each  person  who  shall  settle  there; 
we  have  been  attended  by  some  of  the  petitioners,  and  take  leave  to  represent  to  your  lordships: 

That  we  think  the  western  boundary  of  this  new  charter  may  extend  as  far  as  that  described  in  the  ancient  pa- 
tents granted  by  King  Charles  IL  to  the  late  lords  proprietors  of  Carolina,  whereby  that  province  wan  allowed  to 
extend  westward  in  a  direct  line  as  far  as  the  South  seas.  .     ,    , 

•With  respect  to  the  islands  upon  the  eastern  shore  from  tiie  continent,  we  think' this  new  charter  may  incJude 
such  as  lie  opposite  to,  and  within  twenty  leagues  of,  the  coast'between  the  rivers  Savannah  and  Altamaha,  which 
Ave  not  already  inhabited  or  settled  by  any  authority  derived  from  the  Crown,  and,  as  to  the  quantity  of  land  to  be 
granted  to  each  person  who  shall  settle  within  the  limits  of  "this  charter,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  proprie- 
tors should  be  restrained  from  granting  above  five  hundred  acres  to  any  one  person. 

We  ace,  my  lords,  &c. 
.     .  P.  DORMINIQUE, 

,  '  •  -  T.  PELHAM, 

OR,  BRIDGEMAN. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  14,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  isa  report  frdni  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  for  plantation  atfairs.    Copied  from  South  Carolina  Entry,  B.  page  33.,  . 
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,    .  .        .         .  From  the  Georgia  charter  in  173^     .  \.     .  .      ' 

•  Know  yc,  therefore,' that  we,  greatly  desiring  the  happy  success  of  the  said  corporation,  for  their  further  en- 
couragement in  accomplishing  so  excellent  a  work,  have,  i)f  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion, 
given  and  gsanted,  and  by  these  presents  for  us.  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  gi'ant  to  the  said  corporation 
and  their  successors,  under  the  leservations,  limitations,  and  declarations,  hereafter  expressed,  seven  undivided 
parts  (the  whole  into  eight  equal  parts  to  be  dfvidecl)  of  all  those  lands,  countries,  and  territories,  situate,  lying, 

•  and  being,  in  that  part  of  South  Carolina,  in  America,  which  lies  from  the  northern  stream  of  a  river  there  com- 
monly called  the  Savftnnah,  all  along  the  seacoast  to  the  southward,  unto  the -hiost  southern  stream  of  a  certain 
other  great  water  or  river  called  the  Altamaha,  and  westward  fi-om  the  heads  of  the  said  rivers,  respectively,  in 
dried  lines  to  the  South- Seas,  and  ■MtimtiipdLf^e,circmti  and  precinct,  of  land  lying  within  the  said  boundaries, 
with  fhe  islands  in  the  feea,  lying  opposite  tp  the  ea-stern  coa^t  of  t.he  saitl  islands,  within  twenty  leagues  of  the  same, 
whicii  are  not  already  inhabited  or  settled  by  any  authority  derived  from  the  crownof  Great  Britain,  together  with 
all  the  soils,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  gulfs  and  bays,  mines,  as  well  as  royal  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  as  other  mi- 
nerals, precious  stones,  quarries,  woods,  rivers,  waters,  fishings',  as  w6ll  as  royal  fishings  of  whale  and  sturgeon,  as 
other  fishings,  pearls,  'commodities;  jurisdictions,  royalties,  franchises,  privileges,  and  pre-eminences,  within  tl>e 
said  territories,  and  the  precincts  thereof,  and  thereuntdi  in  any  sort,  belonging  or  appertaining,  and  which  we,  by 
our  letters  patent,  may  or  can  grant,  and  in  as  ample  manner  and  sort  as  we,  or  any  of  our  royal  progenitors,  have 

'  hitherto  granted  to  any  company,  body  politic  or  corporate,  or  to  anyadventurer  or  adventurers,  underfaker  or  un- 
dertakers of  any  discoveries,  plantations,  or  traffic  of,  in  or  into  any  foreign  parts  whatsoever,  and  in  as  large  and 
ampl^  manner  as  if  the  same  were  herein  particularly  mentioned  and  expressed. 

Office  FOR  Trade,  Whitehall,  ^sp/emfier  14,  1795. 

i  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  an  extract  from  the  Georgia  charter,  tfiken  from  the  printed 

^"'^^"  GEO.  CHALMERS. 

.    :  '  '         ■    C.  No'.  4.    •  ■  ■        ■       ' 

Jl  state  of  the  Province  of  Georgia,  attested  upon  oath  in  the  court  of  Savannah,  November  10,  1740. 

The  pi'ovince  of  Georgia  lies  from  the  most  northern  stream  of  the  river  Savannah,  (the  mouth  of  which  is  in 
the  latitude  of  33°)  along  the  seacoast,  to  the  most  southern  stream  of  the  Altamaha,  (the  mouth  of  which  is  30°  30') 
and  westward  from  the  heads  of  the  said  rivers,  )espec(ively,  in  direct  lines  to  the  South  seas. 

This  province  was  part  ofSouth  Carolina,  but  the  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  it  inhabited  by  the  Creek  In- 
dians: the  northern  by  the  Cherokees  atid  Chickasaws;  the  western  by  the  Choctaws;  the  Blewmouths  and  other 
liidian  nations  to  the  South  sea.  The  Creek  Indians,  who  always  acknowledged  the  King  of  England  for  their 
sovereign,  yet  made  war  with  the  people  of  Carolina,  to  obtain  satisfaction  tor  injuries  done  by  their  peddling 
traders:  the  war  was  concluded  by  a  peace  which  obliged  the  people  of  Carolina  not  to  settle  beyond  the  river  Sa- 
vannah; and  no  Englishman  was  settled  within  this  district,  that  we  know  of,  when  the  first  colony  of  Georgia  ar- 
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rived.    The  country  was  then  all  covered  with  woods.    Mr.  Oglethorpe  agreed  with  the  Indians,'and  purchased  of 
them  the  limits  mentioned  in  the  treaty.    •  -    .  •  '         '   , 

When  the  east  part  of  the  province  of  Georgia  was  taken  possession  of  under  the  trustees'  charter, by  Mr. 
Oglethorpe,  according  to  the  limits  of  tiic  British  dominions  in  America,  forts  were  erected  upon  the  extremities  to 
keep  up  marks  of  possession;  the  strength  and  ifiaterials  were  of  such  a  nature  as  the  men  he  had  Avith  him  could 
make,  and  sufficient  for  defence  against  any  strength  that  could  be  brought  against  them  by  the  neighboring  Indians, 
or  Spaniards  in  Florida.  "  . 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  14,  1795. 

•  I  hereby  certify  that  the  before- writtei)  paper  is  an  e.xtract  from  a  Slate  of  the;  province  of  Georgia,  attested 
upon  oath  in  the  court  of  Savannah,  copied  from  the  .printed  journal  of  Wm.  Stevens,  which  was  published  at 
London,  in  1742.     Vol  2. 
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Militional  Instructions  to  Robert  Johnson,  Esq.  His  Majesty's  Captain  General  and  Governor  in-chief  in  and 
over  His  Majesly\i  Province  o/"  South  Carolina,  in  Afnerical  or  to  the  Commander-in-chief  of  His  Majesty's 
said  Province,  for  the  time  being.     Given,  4' c-  -  '  '■    ' 

...  ■  .  September  6,  1732.    ' 

Whereas  application  hath  been  made  to  us  by  the  humble  petition  of  the  trustees  for  establishing  tlie  colony 
of  Georgia,  in  America,  setting  forth  that  the  petitioners  being  incorporated  by  His  Majesty's  royal  charter,  bearing 
date  the  9th  day  of  Jujie  last,  for  settling  a  regular  colony  within  the  bounds  of  the  province  of  South  Carolina, 
they  find  it  necessary,  for  carrying  on  thg  said  service,  that  notice  should  be  given  of  the  said  charter  to  the  Go- 
vernor, of  the  said  province,  with  a  signification  of  our  royal  pleasure,  that  ali  due  countenance  .and  encouragement 
should  be  given  for  settling  the  said  colony ;>and,  therefore,  most  humbly  praying  that  we  would  be  pleased  to'give 
such  instructions  to  the  Governor  of  the  said  province  .is  may.be  proper  upon  this  occasion,  and  likewise  a  direction 
for  registering  the  .said  charter  in  the  records  of  the  said-province,  fiHjm  a  copy  to  be'  annexed  to  the  said  instruc- 
tions: we  have  been  graciously  pleased  to  condescend  to  the  petitioners'. request,  and  have  thought  fit,  iir  His  Ma- 
jesty's name,  hereby  to  will  and  require  you  to  give  all  due  countenance  and  encourafgement  for  the  settling  of  the 
said  colony  of  Georgia,  by  being  aiding  and  assisting  to  such  of  His. Majesty's  subjects  as  shall  come  into  the  said 
province  of  SoutliCar6lina  for  tliat  purpose,  according  to  His  Majesty's  gracious  intentions  declared  in  his  royal 
charter  aforementioned,  a  copy  whereof  is  hereunfo  ainiexedj  which  we  do,  in  His  Majesty's  name,  hereby  further 
require  you  to  cause  to  be  forthwith  registered  and  entered  upon  record,  and  by  the  proper  officer.in  His  Majesty's 
-aid  province  of  South  Carolina.  ■  .  • 

Office  for  Trade,  Wh;tehax.Ji,  September  14j  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  an  additional  instruction  to  Robert  Johnson,  Esq. 
Governor  of  South  Caroliiia,  copied  from  the  South  Carolina  Entry,  B. 
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E. 


■  This  i'ndenlure,  made  the day  of ,  in  the  twenty  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 

the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  and  in 
tlie  year  of  our  Lord  Christ  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two,  between  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  the  King's 
most  excellent  Majesty,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America,  of  tlie 
other  part:  Whereas,  his  said  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  his  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain, 
bearing  date  at  Westminster,  the  ninth  day  ofJune,  in  thefifth  year  of  his  reign,  did  (amongst  divers  other  mat- 
ters and  things  therein  contained)  fur  himself,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  constitute  and  appoint  John  Lord  Viscount 
Percival,  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  Edward  Digby,  GeorgB  Carpenter,  James  Oglethorpe,  George  Heathcote, 
Thomas  Tower,  Robert  More,  Robert  Hucks,  Roger  Holland,  William  Sloper,  Fiancis  Eyles,  John  Laroche, 
James  Vernon,  William  Belitha,  Esquires,  Stephen  Hales,  Master  of  Arts.  John  Burton,  Bachelor  of  Divinity, 
Richard  Bundy,  Master  of  Arts,  Arthur  Bedford,  Master  of  Arts,  Samuel  Smith,  Master  of  Arts,  Adam  Ander- 
son, and  Thomas. Coram,  Gentleijien,  and  such  others  as  sliould  be  elected  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned,  to  be 
one  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America,  with 
perpetual  succession,  with  divers  jurisdictions,  powers,  franchises,  and  privileges,  thereifi  expressed;  and  did  also 
give  and  grant  to  the  said  coi-poration  and  their  successors,  under  the  reservations,  limitations,  and  declarations, 
therein  expressed,  seven  undivided  parts  (the  whole  into  eight  equal  parts  to  be  divided)  of  all  those  lands,  countries 
and  territories,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  that  part  of  Sijuth  Carolina,  in  America,  which  lies  from  the  most  northern 
stream  of  a  river  there  commonly  called  Savannah,  all  along  the  sea-coast  to  the, southward  unto  tlie  most  southern 
stream  of  a  certain  other  great  water. or  river  called  the  Altamaha,  and' westward  from  the  heads  of  the  said 
river?,  respectively,  in  direct.lines  to  the  South  Seas;  and  all  that  space,.circuit,  and  precinct  of  land,  lying  within 
the  said  boundaries,  with  the.  islands  in  the  sea  lying  opposite  to  the  eastern  coast  of  the  said  lands,  within  twenty 
leagues  of  the  same,  which  were  not  then  already  inhabited  or' settled  by  any  authority  derived  from  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  together  with  al|  the  soils,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  gulfs,  and  bays,  mines,  as  well  royal  mines  of 
gold  and  silver  as  other  minerg;js,  pi'ecious  shines,  quarries,  wooils,  rivers,  waters,  fishings,  as  well  royal  fishings  of 
whale  and  sturgeon,  as  other  fishings,  pearls,  commodities,  jurisdictions,  royalties,  franchises,  privileges,  and  pre- 
heminences,  within  the  said  territories  and  the  preciiicts  thereof,  and  thereunto  in  any  sort  belonging  or  appertain- 
ing, and  which  his  said  Majesty  by  his  letters  patent,  might  or  could  grant,  and  in  as  an'iple  manner  and  sort  as  his 
said  Majesty  or  any  of  his  royal  progenitors  had  then  before  granted  to  any  company,  body  politic,  or  corporate,  or 
to  any  adventurer  or  adventurer?,  undertaker  or  undertakers,  of  any  discoveries,  plantations,  or  traffic,  of,  in,  or 
into,  any  foreign  parts  whatsoever,  and  in  as  large  and  ample  manner  as  if  the  same  were  therein  particularly  men- 
tioned and  expressed,  to  have,  hold,  pyssess,  and  enjoy,  the  said  seven  undivided  parts  (the  whole  into  eight  equal 
parts  to  be  divided  as  aforesaid)  of  all  and  singular,  the  said  lands,  countrys,  and  territories,  with  all  and  singular 
other  the  premises  therein  before  by  the  said  letters  patent  granted  or  mentioned,  or  intended  to  be  granted  to  them, 
the  said  corporation,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  for  the  better  support  of  the  said  colony:  to  be  holden  of  his  said 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  as  of  his  honor  of  Hampton  court,  in  his  county  of  Middlesex,  in  fee  and  common 
soccage,  and  not  in  capite:  yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  yearly  for 
•  ever,  the  sum  of  four  shillings  for  every  hundred  acres  of  the  said  lands  which  the  said  corporation  should  grant, 
demise,  plant,  or  settle;  the  said  payment  not  to  commence  or  be  made  until  ten  years  after  such  grant,  demise, 
planting,  or  settling,  and  to  be  answered  and  paid  to  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  such  manner,  and 
in  such  species  of  money  or  notes  as  should  be  current  in  payment  by  proclamation  from  time  to  time  in  his  said 
province  of  South  Carolina:  all  which  lands,  countries,  territories,  and  premises,  thei'eby  granted  or  mentioned,  or 
intended  to  be  granted,  his  said  Majesty  did,  by  the  said  letters  patent,  make,  erect,  and  create,  one  independent 
and  separate  province,  by  the  name  of  Georgia;  and  did,  by  the  same  letters  patent,  ordain,  will,  and  establish,  that 
for,  and  during  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  the  said  letters  patent,  the  said  cor- 
poration should  and  might  form  and  prepare  laws,  statutes,  and  ordinances,  fit  and  necessary  for  the  government 
of  the  said  colony,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  England,  and  to  present  the  same  to  his  .Majesty, 
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his  heirs  and  successors,  in  tlieir  privy  council,  which  being  approved,  should  be  from  thenceforth  in  full  force:  and 
his  said  Majesty  did,  by  the  said  letters  patent,  will  and  declare,  that  after  the  determination  of  the  said  term  of 
twenty-one  years,  such  form  of  government  and  method  of  making  laws  and  ordinances  for  the  better  government 
of  the  said  province  of  Georgia  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  should  De  established  and  observed  within  the  same,  as 
his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs,  or  successors,  should  thereafter  ordain  and  appoint,  and  should  be  agreeable  to  law;  and 
that  from  and  after  the  determination  of  the  said  term,  the  Governor  of  the  said  province,  and  all  officers,  civil  and 
military  within  the  same,  should  from  time  to  time  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and 
successors.    And  whereas  by  an  indenture  made  the  28th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  said  Majesty's  reign,  between  the  Right  Honorable  John 
Lord  Carteret,  Baron  of  Hawnes,  in  the  county  of  Bedford  (now  Earl  Granville)  of  the  one  part,  and  the  trustees 
for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America,  of  the  other  part,  (reciting  as  therein  is  recited)  for  the  considera- 
tions therein  mentioned,  he  the  said  John  Lord  Carteret  did  give,  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  unto  the  said  trustees 
for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America,  and  their  successors,  all  that  one  undivided  eighth  part  of  or 
belonging  to  the  said  John  Lord  Carteret  (the  whole  into  eighfequal  parts  to  be  divided)  of  and  in  all  and  singular 
the  lands,  countries,- territories,  and  premises,  before  mentioned  and  described  in  the  said  in  part  recited  letters 
patent,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  all  the  part  and  share,  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  use,  trust,  possession^  pro- 
perty,claim,and  demand  whatsoever,  both  in  law  and  equity,  of  him  the  said  John  Lord  Carteret,  of,  in,  and  to,  all  and 
singular  the  said  lands,  countries,  territories,  and  premises  aforesaid,  lying  and  being  within  the  limits  and  boundaries 
in  the  above  recited  letters  patent  mentioned  and  described,  with  the  appurtenances  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,  together  with  all  and  singular  royalties,  rights  of  government,  jurisdictions,  privileges,  prerogative  rights, 
liberties,  immunities,  and  franchises  whatsoever,  and  of  what  kind  soever,  within  the  said  territories  and  premises, 
to  him  the  said  John  Lord  Carteret  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  and  the  4-eversion  and  reversions,  re- 
mainder or  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof;  to  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  said  one  undi- 
vided eighth  part  of  all  and  singular  the  said  lands,  countries,  and  territories,  and  all  and  singular  other  the  pre- 
mises thereby  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  or  mentioned  or  intended  so  to  be,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America, 
and  their  successors,  upon  the  several  trusts,  and  to  and'  for  the  several  intents  and  purposes,  and  subject  to  the 
several  conditions,  limitations,  and  declarations,  in  his  said  present  Majesty's- said  letters  patent  specified  and  con- 
tained, and  to  and  for  no  other  use,  intent,  or  purpose  whatsoever,  yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  the  said  John 
Lord  Carteret,  and  his  heirs,  yearly,  for  ever,  the  sum  of  six-pence  for  the  eighth  part  of  every  one  hundred  acres 
of  the  said  lands,  which  the  said  corporation  should  grant,  demise,  plant,  or  settle;  the  said  payment  not  to  com- 
mence or  be  made  until  ten  years  after  such  grant,  demise,  planting,  or  settling,  and  to  be  answered  and  paid  unto 
the  said  John  Lord  Carteret,  and.  his  heirs,  and  in  such  manner  and  in  such  species  of  money  or  notes  as  should  be 
current,  in  payment  by  proclamation  from  time  to  time,  in  the  said  province  of  South  Carolina,  as  in  and  by  the 
said  recited  letters  patent  and  indenture  (relation  being  thereunto  respectively  had)  amongst  diverse  other  matters 
and  things  therein  contained,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appeal'.    And  whereas,  the  said  trustees  have,  from  their 
consideration  of  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the  said  province,  and  to  the  end  that  proper  means  may  be  pro- 
vided for  putting  the  Government  thereof  on'a  more  sure  foundation,  proposed  and  agreed  to  make  an  absolute  sur- 
render and  grant  of  the  said  province,  and  all  the  lands,  territories,  powers,  and  jurisdictions,  to  his  said  Majesty, 
in  the  manner  herein  after  mentioned,  which  his  said  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  his  privy  council,  to  accept.   Now  this  indenture  witnesseth,  that  the  said  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of 
Georgia,  in  America,  for  themselves  and  their  successors,  have,  for  the  considerations  and  motives  aforesaid,  and 
for  divers  other  good  considerations  them  thereunto  moving,  granted,  surrendered,  and  yielded  up,  and  by  these 
presents  do,  fortnemselves  and  their  successors,  grant,  surrender,  and  yield  up,  unto  his  said  most  excellent  Ma- 
jesty, his  heirs  and  successors,  the  said  recited  letters  patent  and  their  said  corporation,  and  all  right,  title,  and  au- 
thority, to  be  or  continue  a  corporate  body,  and  all  the  powers  of  government,  and  all  other  powers,  jurisdictions, 
franchises,  preheminences,  and  privileges,  therein  and  thereby  granted  or  conveyed  to  them,  and  have  granted,  and 
do  hereby  grant,  unto  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  all  the  said  lands,  countries,  territories," and  pre- 
mises, as  well  the  said  one  eighth  part  thereof  granted,  meant,  or  intended  to  be  granted,  by  the  said  John  Lord 
Carteret,  to  them  as  aforesaid,  as  also  the  said  seven  eighth  parts  thereof,  granted,  meant,  or  intended  to  be  granted, 
as  aforesaid,  in  and  by  his  said  Majesty's  letters  patent  or  charter  above  recited,  together  with  all  the  soils,  grounds, 
havens,  ports,  gulphs, and  bays,  mines,  as  well  royal  mines  of  gold  and  silver  as  other  minerals,  precious  stones, 
quarries,  woods,  rivers,  waters,  fishings,  as  well  royal  fishings  of  whale  and  sturgeon  as  other  fishings,  pearls,  com- 
modities,  jurisdictions,  royalties,  franchises,  privileges,  and  preheminences,  within  the  said  territories  and  the  pre- 
cincts thereof,  and  thereunto  in  any  sort  belonging  or  appertaining,  and  all  other  the  premises,  and  all  rents,  rever- 
sions, remainders,  and  other  profits,  reserved,  due,  or  payable,  or  which  may  happen  upon,  or  by  virtue  of,  any  de- 
mise or  grant  heretofore  made  of  the  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  all  their  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  claim, 
or  demand  whatsoever,  of,  in,  or  to,  tiie  said  premises,  and  every  part  thereof;  to  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular 
the  premises  to  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors, -to  the  use  of  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
subject  nevertheless,  and  without  prejudice,  to  all  such  grants,  leases,  contracts,  estates,  and  interests,  in  law  or 
equity,  as  have  been  heretofore  lawfully  made  or  granted  by  the  said  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia, 
in  America,  or  by  any  acting  in  authority  under  them  in  America,  and  which  are  now  subsisting  according  to  the 
said  letters  patent,  which  said  surrender  and  grant  his  said  most  excellent  Majesty  hath  accepted,  and  by  these 
presents,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  doth  accept,    In  witness  whereof,  to  one  part  of  this  indenture  re- 
maining with  the  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America,  his  said  most  excellent  Majesty  has 
caused  his  Great  Seal  to  be  affixed,  and  to  the  other  part  thereof,  remaining  with  his  said  Majesty,  the  said  trustees, 
with  the  privity  and  by  direction  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  said  Corporation,  hajve  caused  their  Common  Seal 
to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  above  mentioned.     Witness,  &c.  '    '    , 

Office  FOR  Trade,  Whitehall,  14//i  iSep/emfier,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  the  surrender  of  the  Trustees  of  Georgia  of  their 
rights  under  the  Georgia  charter,  copied  from  the  Georgia  Bundle,  A.  No.  3. 

•  GEO:  CHALMERS. 

■     .      .     '  ■  C.  No.  V.         , 

August  6tli,  1754. 

George  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith. 
&c.to  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  John  Reynolds,  Esq.  greeting:  We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  the 
prudence,  courage,  and  loyalty  of  you,  the  said  John  Reynolds,  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere 
motion,  have  thought  fit  to  constitute  and  appoint,  and  by  these  presents  do  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said  John 
Reynolds,  to  be  our  Captain  General  and  <jovernor-in-chief,  in  and  over  our  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America,  lying 
from  the  most  northern  stream  of  a  river  there  commonly  called  Savannah,  all  along  the  sea-coast  to  the  southward 
unto  the  most  southern  stream  of  a  certain  other  great  watei-  or  river  called  the  Altamaha,  and  westward  from  the  ■ 
heads  of  the  said  rivers,  respectively,  in  straight  lines  to  the  South  Seas,  and  of  all  that  space,  circuit,  and  precinct 
of  lands  lying  within  the  said  boundaries,  with  the  islands  in  the  sea  lying  opposite  to  thff  eastern  coastj'of  the  said 
lauds,  within  twenty  leagues>of  the  same. 

Office  tou  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  Wh,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  an  extract  from  the  commission  to  Governor  Reynolds,  copied 
from  the  Georgia  Entry,  A.  page  68. 
"^  ^  J-'       K  .,  GEORGE  CHALMERS. 
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F.  No.  1. 

■   Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Governor  Ellis. 

April  21st,  1758. 

The  settlement  of  Gray  and  his  adherents,  to  the  southward  of  the  Altamaha,  and  their  forming  themselves  into 
a  civil  community  without  the  license,  and  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the  Crown,  appears  to  us  to  be  a  matter  of 
a  very  extraordinary  nature,  and  of  a  very  dangerous  tendency  and  operation;  not  only  as  it  is  subversive  of  ail  legal 
order  and  government,  but  as.  it  lays  the  foundation  of  a  dispute  with  the  Crown  of  Spain  upon  questions  of  territo- 
rial claimsjwhich,  at  all  times,  but  especially  in  the  present  situation  of  this  country,  it  was  to  be  wished  could  be 
avoided.  The  preventing  this  man,  by  proper  arguments  and  persuasions,  from  putting  himself  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Spanish  Government  was  certainly  a  very  proper  and  prudent  measure,  but  we  cannot  approve  your  hav- 
ing given  him  a  license  to  settle  at  the  river  St.  Mary's  and  trade  with  the  Indians  there,  not  only  as  that  place 
(being  greatly  to  the  southward  of  the  Altamaha)  is  not  within  your  jurisdiction,  but  as  it  may  be  considered  by 
the  Spanish  Governor  of  St.  Augustine  as  an  open  declaration  of  the  right  of  .the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  to  those 
lands,  and  also  as  it  seems  to  us  to  be  a  measure  which  counteracts  every  other  prudent  step  you  appear  to  have 
taken  to  remove  the  jealousies  and  suspicions  he  had  entertained  of  your  having  secretly  encouraged  and  supported 
the  hostilities  which  the  Creek  Indians  had  committed  in  the  settlements  under  his  protection:  Tor  whatever  other 
motives  the  Indians  may  have  had  for  attacking  the  Spaniards,  there  is  great  ground  to  suspect  that  Gray  may  have 
had  his  views  in  instigating  them  to  it. 

The  papers  relative  to  this -extraordinary  proceeding  of  Mr.  Gray  and  his  adherents,  which  we  have  received 
from  yourself  and  Governor  Lyttleton,  have  been  laid  before  His  Majesty,  and  though  we  cannot  yet  inform  you 
what  steps  His  Majesty  may  direct  to  be  taken  upon  it,  yet  we  thought  it  proper  that  you  should  not  remain  igno- 
rant of  our  sentiments  with  respect  to  your  having  given  a  license  to  Gray  to  settle  at  the  river  St.  Mary's,  which 
appeared  to  uS  inconsistent  with  the  great  prudence  and  discretion  with  which  you  seem  to  have  acted  in  every  , 
other  circunistance  of  this  transaction.  • 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  2itk  September,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  froHi  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Governor  Ellis, 
copied  from  the  Georgia  Entry,  B.  page  33.  • 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 

F.  No.  3. 

•  .5  letter  to  the  right  honorable  ffiUiam  Pitt,  one  of  His  Majesty^s  principal  Secretaries  of -State. 

Whitehall,  March  1st,  1758. 
Sir:  .  .  i    •      .. 

We  have  lately  received  several  letters  and  papers  from  William  Henry  Lyttleton,  Esq.  His  Majesty's  Go- 
vernor of  South  Carolina,  and  from  Henry  Ellis,  Esq.  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Georgia,  giving  an  account  of  a  set- 
tlement which  certain  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  without  any  license  or  authority  from  His  Majesty,  or  any  acting 
under  his  authority,  have  made  to  the  southward  of  the  river  Altamaha,  which  is  the  reputed  southern  boundary  of 
the  province  of  Georgia,  and  acquainting  us  with  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Governor  at  St.  Augustine  upon  this 
occasion,  and  with  their  own  proceedings  with  respect  to  the  said  settlers.. 

This  extraordinary  transaction  appears  to  us  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance,  not  only  as  it  is  an  open  defiance 
of  His  Majesty's  lawful  authority,  and  may,  by  means  of  the  influence  which  these  people  are  represented  to  have 
with  the  neighboring  Indians,  be  of  very  dangerous  consequence  to  the  colonies  of  Georgia  and  South'  Carolina;  but 
also  as  it  may  disturb  that  peace  and  friendship  which  at  present  so  happily  subsists  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
King  of  Spain,  no  limits  having,  as  we  apprehend,  ever  been  finally  settled  between  the  two  Crowns  in  this  part  of 
America.  We  therefore  think  it  our  duty  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  extracts  and  copies  of  the  said  letters  and 
papers,  which  contain  all  the  information  we  have  received  upon  this  subject,  and  to  desire  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  lay  them  before  His  Majesty  for  His  Majesty's  directions  thereupon. 

We  are,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 

DUNK.  HALIFAX, 
JAMES  OSWALD, 
T.  PELHAM, 
W.  G.  HAMILTON, 
WM.  SLOPER. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  2olh  September,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt, 
copied  from  the  South  Carolina  Entry,  A.  page  335.  '  '        , 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 

F.  No.  3. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  William  Henry  Lyttleton,  Esq.  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  dated 

April  2lsi,  1758. 

The  settlement  of  Gray  and  his  adherents  to  the  southward  of  the  Altamaha,  and  their  forming  themselves  into 
a  civil  community,  under  the  regulations  of  government,  without  the  license,  and  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the 
'  Crown,  appears  to  us  to  be  a  matter  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  and  of  a  very  dangerous  tendency  and  operation, 
not  only  as  it  is  subversive  of  all  legal  onler  and  government,  but  as  it  may  lay  the  foundation  of  a  dispute  with  the 
Crown  of  Spain  upon  points  of  territorial^  claim,  which  at  all  times,  but  especially  in  the  present  situation  of  this 
country,  it  was  to  be  wished  could  be  avoided;  as  the  matter  appeared  to  us  in  this  light,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to 
lay  all  the  papers  which  we  have  received  from  you,  as  well  as  those  received  from  Mr.  Ellis,  upon  this  subject, 
before  His  Majesty  for  his  directiops  thereupon,  and  we  have,  in  consequence  thereof,  received  His  Majesty's  com- 
mands to  report  our  opinion  what  orders  it  may  be  most  advisable  to  give  for  effectually  preventing  the  bad  conse- 
quences to  be  apprehended  from  so  irregular  a  proceeding. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  2ith  September,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  written  paper  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Governor  Lyt- 
tleton, copied  from  the  South  Carolina  Entry,  D.  page  242. 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 


Mv  Lords: 


F.  No.  4. 

Savannah,  in  Georgia,  the  llth  of  October,  1761. 


On  the  1st  instant,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  lordships'  commands,  of  the  28th  of  April,  requiring  me, 
from  time  to  time,  to  give  your  lordships  frequent  and  very  full  information  of  the  state  and  condition  of  this  pro- 


I 

taiy 
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vince,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  administration  of  government  and  justice,"as  to  the  trade  and  commerce  thereof: 
also,  reguliiriy  and  punctually  to  transmit  the  seveial  papers  required  by  His  Majesty's  instructions;  all  which  J 
shall  most  carefully  and  diligently  observe.  I  found  the  journals  a  little  backwaid  when  I  came  here,  but  have 
given  st:rict  orders  that  they  be  immediately  brought  up,  and  shall  take  care  that  they  aic  kept  up  for  the  future.  1 
have  already  sent  two  copies  of  the  bills  passed  on  the  9th  ot  June  last.  Also,  the  minutes  of  the  Council,  as  an 
upper  House,  and  of  the  Assembly,  to  that  time.  ...  " 

Youi-  lordships  were  likewise  pleased,  to  ;,end  me  a  set  |it  queries  for  my  speedy  answer  thereto,  which  I'have 
now  under  consideration,  and  shall  transmit  my  answer  as  speedily  as  the  natui'e  of  the  inquiry  will  admit  of. 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that  it  has  very  lately  come  to  my  knowledge  that  a  set  of  people  who 
some  years  ago  settled  themselves  to  the  southward  of  the  river  Attamaha,  at  a  place  by  them  called  New  Han- 
over, and  who  were,  in  1759,  by  His  Majesty'ij  command,  and  in  his  name,  ordered  to  remove  from  thence,  did  only 
make  a,  show  or  appearance  of  so  doinj',  and  immediately  returned  back  to  their  settlements,  where  they  have  con- 
tinued ever  since,-and  yet  are.  By  the  best  information  I  cmi-get,  these  people,  iti  the  whtile,  amount  to  between 
seventy  and  eighty  men,  and  are  a  mixture  of  runagates  from  the  two  Carolines,  Virginia,  &c.  &c.  They  are  not 
settled  together,  but  scattered  about  the  country,  andon  lands  at  present  not  within  my  jurisdiction  or  authority. 
But  1  must  beg  leave  to  observe  tha-t,  notwithstanding  this  nominal  boundary  by  the  King's  charter  to  the  trustee? 
of  the  southernmost  strearh  of  the  Altamaha,  yet  General  Oglethorpe  extended  his  settlements  southward  without 
anv  regard  to  that  boundary,  and  many,  plantations  were  settled  far  beyond  the  Altamaha,  and  marks  of  possession 
held  and  the  lauds  claimed  quite  to  St.  Juan's  river.  And  there  has  been,  and  to  this  day  is,  by  His  late  Majesty's 
order,  a  sergeant's  guard  kept  at  Fort  William,  near  the  south  end  of  Cumberland  island,by  a  detachment  from  His 
Majesty's  i4idependent  companies  in  South  Carolina,  not  under  my  direction  oi-  authority,  but  of  the  Governor  of 

The  inlet  from  the  sea  at  the  soutli  end  of  this  island  is  called  Amelia,  and  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Mary's, 
believe  fifty  miles  further  south  than  where  the  New  Hanover  people  are  settled.    I  have  acquj^inted  Mr.  Secre- 
>.iry  Pitt  witn  this  matter,  and  also  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Carolina  on  the  subject,  as  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do  to 
your  lordships,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem, , 

My  lords,  your  lordships'  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

.  ,  JA.  WKIGHT. 

Officefoh  Trade,  Whitehall,  25//i/  September,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  a  [etter-from  Governor  Wright  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
copied  fruin  tlie  Georgia  Bundle,  E.  No.  40.  ■  '      . 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 

G.  No.  1.  ■  ' 

To  TTiomas  Boone,  Esq.  His  Majesty^ s  Captain  General  and.GoiierAdr-in-chief  in  and  over  the'provinee  of  South 
Carolina,  and  to  all  others  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern: 

The  protestation  and  caveat  otjames  Wright,  Esq.  His  Majesty's  Captairi  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in 
and  over  the  province  of  Georgia,  against  any  warrants  being  issued  or  attempts  made  to  survey  any  lands  to  the 
southward  of  the  river  Altamaha,  by  pretence  or  color  of  any  right  or  authority  from  or  under  the  said  Thomas 
Boone,  as  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  or  from  or  under  the  said  Thomas  Boone  and  His  Majesty's  council  in  that 
province,  and  against  auy  grant  or  grants  being  passed  or  signed  by  the  said  Tliomas  Boone,  for  any  of  the  lands 
aforesaid,  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  until  His  Majesty's  royal  will  and  pleasure  shall  be  known  concern- 
ing the  same.  ,,....,■ 

Whereas  his  late. most  gracious  Majesty,  by  letter  from  one  ot  his  pnncipal  Secretaries  or  State,  dated  the  10th 
day  of  June,  1758,  was  pleased  to  signify  his  commands  to  the  Governor  of  the  province  of  Georgia  that  he  should 
immediately  give  orders,  in  His  Majesty's  name,  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  settlement  to  the  southward  of  the 
river  Altamaha,  made,  without  His  Majesty's  license  or , authority,  and  called  by  themselves  New  Hanover,  to 
remove'iminedialely  from  thence,  and  that  the  Governor  should  takfe  all  due  care  that  no  settlements  whatever  -be 
made  without  leave  of  His  Majesty  or  by  his  authority.  -In  the  execution  of  which  orders  the  Governor  of  Georgia 
was  directed  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Governor  of  Carolina,  who  ha'd  received  Hts  Majesty's  commands  to  the 

£^1116  PUI'DOSG. 

And  although  the  reasons  which  possibly  induced  His  Majesty  not  to  suffer  his  subjects  to  settle  the  aforesaid 
lands  may  now  be  thought  not  to  subsist,  because  His.  Catholic  Majesty^  ))y  the  .19th  preliminary  article  of  peace, 
cedes  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  all  tjiat  Spain  possesses  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  to  the  east  or  to 
the  southeast  of  the  river  Mississippi:  yet,  as  the  ratification  of  the  deh'nitive  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  if  it  has  taken  effect,  is  not  notified,  it  woul,d  be  premature  in  any  of  His  Majesty's  Governors  to  proceed 
as  though  it  actually  was  notified.   .       . 

And,  from  the  state  and  light  in  which  these  lands  have  been,  for  some  years  past,  considered  by  His  Majesty,  to 
attempt  to  intermeddle  therein,  until  His  Majesty's  royal  will  and  pleasure-be  known,  and  his  commands  signified 
thereon,  it  is  conceived,  would  be  highly  improper  and  contrary  to  His  Majesty's  intention. 

Therefore,  for  preservation  of  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  province  of  Georgia,  in  and  to  the 'premises  aforemen- 
tioned, against  any  extraordinary  or  injurious  attempts  of  the  said  Governor  and  council  of  South  Carolina,  for  the 
reasons  herein  before  given,  and  many  others  transmitted  to.  Great  Britain  tq  l)e  laid  before  His  Majesty,  f,  the  said 
James  Wright,  as  Governor  of  the  province  of  Georgia  aforesaid,  do  protest  against  all  or  any  attempts  whatsoever 
to  survey  any  lands  to  the  southward  of  the  aforesaid  river  Altamaha,  by  pretence  pr  color  of  any  authority  from  or 
under  the  Governor  or  the  Governor  and  Council  of  South  Carolina;  and  do  by  these  presents  enter  a  caveat  against 
any  grant  or  grants  being  passed  or  signed  by  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  for  any  of  the  lands  ^foresaid,  to  any 
person  oj-  persons  whatsoever,  until  HisMajesty's  royal  will  and  pleasure  shall  be  known  concerning  the  same;  and 
in  the  most  full  and  solemn  manner  protest  and  declare  against  all  proceedings  whatsoever  that  have  already  or  may 
hereafter  be  had  or  done  by  tlie  said  Governor  and  Council  in  or  about  the  disposal  of  the  lands  aforesaid,  as  express- 
ly contrary  to  His  Majesty's  royal  intention,  and  null  and  void.  , 

And,  that  no  person  or  persons  may  plead  ignorance  of  this  protestation  and  caveat,  I'  so  request  and  demand  that 
it  may  be  entered  in  the  book  of  caveats  against  grants,  usually  kept  in  the  Secretary's  office  in  the  province  of 
South  Carolina.  ,  ,  ■ 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  the  thirtieth  xlay  of  March . 
in  the  vear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

^  JAMES  WRIGHT. 

By  His  Excellency's  command. 

JOHN  TALLEY,  Deputy  Secretary. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  14,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  Governor  Wright's  caveat  and  protest  copied  from  the 
Genrsia  Bundle,  E.  No.  65. 
ueoigia  Bu        ,  ^  GEORGE  CHALMERS. 
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G.  No.  3. 

Jjetter  to  Thomas  Boom,  .^squire.  Governor  of  Soulh  Carolina. 

Whitehall,  May  30,  1763. 
Sir: 

A  report  having  prevailed  that  you  had,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  members  ot  His  Majesty's  councils  in 
South  Carohna,  issued  orders  or  warrants  for  surveying  large  tracts  of  land  in  that  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions 
in  America  which  lies  to  the  south  of  the  river  Alfamaha,  in  order  to  pass  grants  of  such  lands,  as  being  within  your 
jurisdiction;  and  the  truth  of  this  report  having  been  confirmed  by  the  copy  of  a  protest  or  caveat  of  the  Governor 
of  Georgia  against  making  such  surveys  and  grants,  which  has  been  communicated  to  us  by  the  agent  of  that  pro- 
vince, it  is  our  indispensable  duty  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  by  a  vessel  now  ready  to  depart  for  Charles- 
ton, of  expressing  to  you  our  surprise  and  concern  that  you  should  have  engaged  in  a  measure  of  this  nature  so  in- 
i;onsistent  with  and  prejudicial  to  His  Majesty's  interests  and  authority. 

The  making  grants  of  any  part  of  this  country  is  certainly  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  His  late  Ma- 
jesty's orders  for  the  removal  of  Gray  and  his  adherents  from  the  settlement  of  New  Hanover,  and  must  not  only 
embarrass  the  execution  of  what  general  arrangements  may  be  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  cession  of  Florida, 
but  will  also  interfere  with  those  measures  it  may  be  reasonably  supposed  His  Majesty  will  now  pursue  to  extend  the 
Government  of  Georgia,  and  thereby  to  remove  those  obstacles  and  difficulties  which  that  well-regulated  colony  has 
so  frequently  and  justly  stated  to  arise  out  of  the  narrow  limits  to  which  it  is  confined. 

We  hope,  however,  that  this  letter  will  reach  you  time  enough  to  prevent  any  grants  passing  in  consequence  of 
the  surveys;  and  as  to  any  equitable  claims  which  those  persons,  in  whose  favor  the  surveys  have  been  made,  may 
have,  in  consequence  of  the  expenses  they  have  been  at,  such  claims  must  remain  for  His  Majesty's  determination, 
upon  a  consideration  of  each  particular  case;  but  if  it  shall  appear,  as  it  has  beeu  suggested,  that  this  measure  has 
been  calculated  with  a  view  to  the  particular  benefit  of  those  who  advised  and  acted  in  it,  such  persons  may  be  as- 
sured that  any  claims  on  their  part  will  not  only  be  discountenanced,  but  that,  asoificers  of  the  crown,  their  conduct 
will  meet  that  censure  and  disapprobation  it  so  justly  merits.  ■  , 

We  are,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

SHELBURNE, 
EDWARD  ELIOT, 
JOHN  YORKE, 
GEORGE  RICE. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  25,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  (he  before  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Thomas  Boone, 
Esauire,  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  copied  from  the  South  Carolina  Entry,  E. 

^  GEORGE  CHALMERS. 

.  G.  No.  3. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  .August  17,  1763. 
My  Lords: 

I  am  excessively  concerned  to  find  by  your  lordship's  letter  of  the  30th  of  May,  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  yesterday,  that  any  part  of  my  conduct  should  be  deemed  by  your  lordships  inconsistent  with,  and  preju- 
dicial to  His  Majesty's  interest  and  authority;  it  is  the  more  afflicting  to  me,  as  it  has  been  my  invariable  study  to 
promote  the  one,  and  to  assert  the  other.  I  receive,  with  the  utmost  deference,  your  lordships'  reproof,  and,  though 
f  shall  not  presume  to  enter  into  a  justification  of  what  your  lordships  are  pleased  to  condemn,  yet  you  will,  I  dare 
say,  forgive  me  for  stating  the  reasons  which  led  me  to  offend  so  undesignedly,  by  granting  warrants  for  land  to  the 
south  of  the  Altamalia  river. 

By  the  second  charter  granted  to  the  lords  proprietors  by  Charles  II.  the  limits  of  this  province  were  extended 
southward  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  29°,  no  sort  of  alteration,  that  I  know  of,  was  ever  made  by  the  crown:  for  the 
grant  of  Georgia  to  a  corporation  was  nothing  more  than  a  favor  conferred  upon  a  number,  which  His  Majesty  might 
have  gratified  an  individual  with;  the  boundaries  of  this  corporation  were  fixed  and  ascertained,  and  neither  at  this 
time,  nor  when  the  King  thought  proper  to  take  it  under  his  immediate  protection,  did  His  Majesty,  that  ever  I  heard 
of,  restrain  the  province  of  Carolina  from  exercising  jurisdiction  beyond  the  Georgia  southern  boundary.  Some  pro- 
vinces in  America  are  surrounded  in  a  manner  by  others,  and  some  of  the  greatest  powers  of  the  crown  in  one  pro- 
vince are,  by  the  King's  commission,  entrusted  to  Governors  of  others;  besides  this,  my  lords,  the  King  has,  and 
has  had  for  many  years,  a  post  to  the. southward  of  the  Altamaha  river,  garrisoned  by  detachments  from  this  pro- 
vince. I  am  sensible,  however,  my  lords,  that,  admitting  the  power  to  be  in  me  to  do  what  I  am  very  sorry  to  have 
done,  that  I  had  acted  wilfully  and  knowingly  against  the  spirit  and  intention  of  His  late  Majesty's  order,  I  should 
have  been,  notwithstanding,  highly  blameable;  but  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter,  for  the  removal  of  Gray  and  his 
adherents,  I  never  saw — die  journals  of  the  Council  were  searched  by  my  orders,  and  the  clerk  applied  fruitlessly 
for  a  copy  to  Georgia,  upon  a  supposition  the  one  sent  to  that  Government  might  be  similar.  Your  lordships,  I 
dare  say,  will  hot  impute  it  to  nie  as  a  crime,  that  I  treated  with  disregard  an  insolent  letter  from  a  Governor,  and  a 
caveat  in  behalf  of  a  province,  which,  fronj  its  vicinity  to  the  lands  in  question,  in  prospect,  perhaps,  might  be  inter- 
ested, but,  upon  this  occasion,  had  no  more  right  to  interfere  than  (he  most  distant  <;olony,  though  it  had  the  pre- 
sumption, in  this  very  caveat,  to  recite  its  rights  and  claims  to  lands  which  it  is  still  to  receive  from  His  Majesty's 
mere  grace  and  favor.  But,  my  lords,  if  I  had  thought  myself  obliged  to  pay  regard  to  the  Georgia  caveat,  1  could 
have  collected  from  thence  nothing,  but  that  certain  persons  who  had  settled  at  New  Hanover  without  His  Majesty's 
license  or  authority,  were,  by  the  late  King's  orders,  to  be  removed,  and  that  no  settlements  were  to  be  made  with- 
out leave  of  His  Majesty,  or  by  his  authority.  It  was,  my  lords,  upon  a  presumption  that  this  authority  was  vested 
in  me,  that  I  exerted  it.  It  could  not  be  exercised  by  the  Georgia  Governor,  for  he  had  not  a  shadow  of  right;  and 
the  settling  without  any  authority  at  all  was  the  reason,  as  I  apprehended,  of  the  New  Hanover  people  being  dispos- 
sessed, if  those  lands  were  not  granted  before,  it  was  owing  to  the  resolution  taken  here  not  to  give  umbrage  to 
the  Spaniards;  but  when  war  was  declared  that  reason  no  longer  subsisted,  and  warrants  would  then  have  been 
issued,  could  the  surveys  have  been  performed  with  security.  Tiie  preliininaries  gave  this  security:  for  I  sent  a 
copy  to  the  Governor  of  St.  Augustine,  as  well  on  this  account,  as  to  stop  the  depredations  of  their  privateers.  I 
was  not  so  ignorant  as  to  suppose  these  lands  to  be  a  part  of  the  cessions  intended  by  the  preliminaries,  though  the 
author  of  the  Georgia  caveat  seems  to  be  of  that  opinion;  but  the  post  above  mentioned,  to  the  southward  of  the  Al- 
tamaha, would  determine,  if  nothing  else  would,  to  which  crowfi  the  territory  belonged.  Before  I  took  this  step, 
my  lords,  I  got  all  the  information  I  could;  I  mentioned  it  more  than  once  in  Council;  I  desired  their  recoUectiori  of  < 
His  Majesty's  orders  regarding  Gray;  and  all  the  light  it  was  possible  for  me  to  get,  intended  to  place  this  intention 
of  mine  in  an  advantageous  light  to  the  crown,  and  a  beneficial  one  to  the  province.  The  Council  was  unanimous  in 
advising  me  to  issue  the  warrants,  nor  have  I  the  least  reason  to  believe  that  on  this,  or  any  other  occasion,  they  were 
biassed  in  their  counsel  by  any  thing  but  a  persuasion  of  tlie  utility  and  propriety  of  the  measures  proposed  or  adopted. 
His  Majesty's  instructions  were  rigidly  complied  with,  and  every  person's  right  made  to  appear  before  the  grant 
passed.  Long  before  your  lordships'  letter  came  to  my  hands,  I  had  stopped  issuing  any  more  warrants,  and  I  hear- 
tily hope  that  what  has  been  done  will  not  obstruct  any  arrangement  whatever.  It'  the  grants  passed  by  me  should 
be  declared  void  by  His  Majesty,  any  projected  alterations  may  have  their  full  force.  Should  they  be  confirmed, 
by  the  tenor  of  the  grants  the  lanfls  must  be  settled  immediately,  and  as  immediately  will  accrue  an  accession  of 
revenue  to  the  crown,  of  strength  to  whatever  province  His  Majesty  .thinks  proper  to  allot  them,  and  of  income  in 
point  of  yearly  taxes;  it  can  be  no  disadvantage  to  any  country  to  have  foreign  settlers  when  the  present  ones  are  not 
8  p 
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cramped  for  room,  as  is  the  case  of  Geor£;ia,  in  proportion  to  its  numbers.  But  besides,  my  lords,  by  an  observation 
taken,  in  consequence  of  my  orders,  of  the  mouth  of  St.  Juan's  river,  there  are  thirty-eight  miles  of  latitude,  and  an 
immense  tract  of  country  westward,  of  which  I  have  not  granted  afoot,  within  the  limits  of  our  charter.  I  hope,  my 
lords,  after  what  I  have  said,  that  your  lordships  will  rather  look  upon  it  as  mjr  misfortune  than  my  fault  that  I 
have  incurred  your  displeasure.  It  has  been  my  ambition  to  deserve  the  marks  of  favor  which  the  King  has  conferred 
upon  me,  and  it  is  beyond  measure  painful  to  me  to  know  from  your  lordships  that  I  have  not.  But  though  I  do, 
and  shall,  most  respectfully  submit  to  your  lordships'  censure  of  my  conduct,  yet  I  rely  on  your  lordships'  candor, 
that  no  suggestions  will  have  weight  against  me  without  proof.  If  there  is  any  man  ignorant  enough  of  my  charac- 
ter, and  yet  wicked  enough  to  impute  an  action  of  mine  to  a  consideration  of  my  interest,  I  hope,  my  lords,  unless 
he  proves  his  insinuations,  that  he  will  meet  from  your  lordships  that  discountenance  and  abhorrence  which  I  should 
richly  deserve  were  they  true.  According  to  the  pretensions  which  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  allow,  I  have  a  family 
right  to  eight  or  ten  thousand  acres  of  land;  but  neither  in  my  own  name,  nor  in  that  of  any  other  person,  have  I 
ever  got  an  acre.  Grants  to  myself  would  have,  of  course,  been  void  (though  I  am  told  the  doctrine  is  not  admitted) 
in  Georgia,  and  I  am  too  scrupulous  in  examining  other  peoplejs  claims  not  to  have  every  indirect  practice  of  mine 
own  laid  open.  I  have  been  Governor  of  this  province  above  two  years,  with  as  many,  or  more,  opportunities  of 
benetiting  myself  than  any  of  my  predecessors  ever  had,  had  I  chose  to  be  as  remiss  in  my  duty  as  I  have  been 
strenuous  in  the  practice  of  it;  yet  I  riever  received  twenty  pounds,  except  from  the  King,  and  the  lawful  and 
established  fees  of  office;  these  I  have  often  remitted,  and  have  discharged  those  of  other  officers,  where  poor  settlers 
applying  for  lands  have  been  unable  to  prosecute  their  grants.  These  circumstances  to  my  own  advantage  could 
only  have  been  extorted  from  me  in  vindication  of  myself,  against  any  malevolence  in  which  I  suppose  myself  com- 
prehended; but  I  beg  your  lordships  to  be  persuaded  that  I  would  not,  upon  any  account,  have  granted  these  lands, 
could  I.have  supposed  that,  in  the  smallest  degree,  the  granting  themvvas  blameable,orthat  1  can  be  wUfully  regard- 
less of  my  duty  to  His  Maje.sty  or  deference  to  your  lordships. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lords,  your  lordships'  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BOONE. 

The  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  Trade,  &c. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  25th  September,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Boone,  Esq.  Governor  of 
South  Carolina,  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Trade,  copied  from  the  South  Carolina  Bundle,  M. 
No.  76. 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 

G.  No.  4. 

^ta  meeting  of  His  Majesty^s  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  18th  December,  1764. 

Present:  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  Mr.  Bacon, 

Mr.  Jenyns,  Mr.  Dyson. 

Mr.  Gascoyne, 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Board  an  account  of  lands  granted  to  the  southward  of  the  Altamaha  river  by 
Governor  Boone,  and  doqueted  in  the  Auditor  General's  office. 

Their  lordships  agreed  to  take  the  state  of  these  grants  into  further  consideration  on  Thursday  next,  and  the 
Secretary  was  oixlered  to  write  to  Governor  Boone  to  desire  his  attendance. 

December  20th,  1764. 

Their  lordships  took  into  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  grants  of  land  made  by  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina  in  the  territory  to  the  south  of  the  river  Altamaha,  and  Governor  Boone  attending,  was  -desired  to  inform 
the  Board  of  the  foundation  of  those  grants,  and  how  the  same  are  reconcilable  to  his  instructions;  whereupon,  he 
referred  to  a  letter  from  himself  to  the  Board,  dated  17th  August,  1763,  containing  a  full  state  of  this  matter,  which 
letter  was  read;  and  Mr.  Boone,  having  been  asked  some  further  questions  in  respect  to  the  survey  of  the  lands, 
withdrew. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  25th  September,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  above  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  copied  from 
their  Journal,  1764,'  page  509.  . 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 


My  Lords: 


G.  No.  5. 

Sataknah,  in  Georgia,  20th  April,  1763. 


A  matter  which  I  conceive  tp  be  a  very  extraordinary  procedure  of  the  tjovernor  of  South  Carolina,  is  the 
occasion  of  my  troubling  your  lordships  at  this  time.  1  was  mformed  that  Mr.  Boone  had  come  to  a  resolution  to 
give  grants  for  all  the  lands  to  the  southward  of  the  river  Altamaha,  towards  St.  Augustine,  without  limits;  and 
although,  my  lords,  I  received  this  account  in  such  a  manner  as  to  admit  of  little  or  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it*  yet,  as 
Mr.  Boone  had  not  thought  proper  to  take  any  the  least  notice  of  it  to  me,  and  considering  His  Majesty's  commands 
signified  to  the  Governors  of  Georgia  and  Carolina  on  the  10th  of  June,  1758,  relative  to  these  very  lands,  and  for 
a  number  of  other  obvious  reasons,  I  could  not  think  it  possible  for  Mr.  Boone  to  take  such  a  step,  and  therefore 
desired  Mr.  Gray  Elliott,  one  of  His  Majesty's  council  for  tliis  province,  to  go  to  Charleston  to  Mr.  Boone  on  the 
occasion,  and  in  case  it  should  prove  true,  I  furnished  him  with  a  protest  and  caveat  to  enter  against  their  proceed- 
ings, a  copy  whereof  your  lordships  have  here  enclosed;  and  on  Mr.  Elliott's  return,  it  appeared  that  guch  a  resolu- 
tion was  come  to,  and  that  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant,  warrants  were  actually  issued  for  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  thousand  acres  of  land  to  several  persons,  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  whole  not  ex- 
ceeding the  number  of  two  hundred  persons.  The  reception  my  protest  and  caveat  met  with  from  Governor  Boone 
■will  appear  to  your  lordships  from  Mr.  Elliott's  attestation  underneath  it,  and  he  could  not  get  copies  of  the  seve- 
ral orders  for  warrants,  by  which  the  particular  quantities  of  land  and  persons'  names  would  appear:  but  if  the  of- 
ficers iiom  whom  these  are  to  be  had  are  not  forbid  to  give  them,  (as  the  secretary  was  to  receive  the  protest)  I  shall 
very  speedily  transmit  an  exact  account  to  your  lotidships.  But  Mr.  Elliott  came  to  the  knowledge  of  part,  viz: 
that  thirty -five  thousand  acres  of  land  were  ordered  to  four  persons;  sixteen  thousand  acres  to  one  Howarth,  on  ac- 
count of  the  estate  of  James  Michie,  deceased,  eight  thousand  to  Mr.  Thomas  §mith,  sen.  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred acres  to  Stephen  Bull,  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres  to  Mr.  Jaines  Parsons,  and  that  several  other 
very  large  tracts  liad  been  ordered  for  other  persons. 

Your  lordships  will  very  well  remember  the  frequent  application  from  this  province  for  an  extension  of  our  south 
boundary,  a  thing,  my  lords,  absolutely  necessary  for  making  this  colony  opulent  and  considerable;  and  your  lordships 
also  well  remember  the  reasons  that  I  conceive  prevented  its  being  done,  and  which  now,  by  the  happy  peace,  do  not 
subsist.  And,  my  lords,  when  I  was  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  such  orders  from  His  Majesty  as  would  ef- 
fectually make  the  province  considerable,  and  put  it  in  a  condition  of  being  Useful  to  the  mother  country,  to  receive 
almost  its  death  wound  or  destruction  by  (What  with  great  submission  I  conceive  to  be)  an  extraordinary  stretch 


1796.]  CLAIMS  TO  LANDS   IjN   THE   SOUTHWEST.  55 

of  power  by  the  Governor  of  Carolina,  has  occasioned  a  general  discontent  and  dejection  aniongst  the  people.  The 
pretence,  my  lords,  for  this  measure  is  the  charter  to  the  proprietors  of  Carolina,  which  extends  to  the  latitude  of 
29°  inclusive,  and  which,  my  lords,  takes  in  St.  Augustine,  Pensacola,  and  Mobile,  and  therefore  Mr.  Boone  may  just 
as  well  pretend  a  right  to  grant  those  places,  as  any  spot  of  land  to  the  southward  of  the  river  Altamaha;  indeed  the 
persons  who  have  warrants  may  actually  run  out  St.  Augustine;  for  Mr.  Elliott,  who  saw  and  read  some  of  the  war- 
rants, says  they  are  in  general  words  without  limitation  or  restriction,  biit  to  take  up  and  survey  lands  lo  the  south- 
ward of  the  river  Altamaha;  and  it  is  humbly  conceived  that  this  charter,  being  purchased  by  the  crown  foui  the 
lords  proprietors,  could  no  longer  continue  to  operate  with  respect  to  His  Majesty,  and  who  alone,  from  the  time  of 
that  purchase,  had  and  still  has  the  right  of  declaring  what  shall  or  shall  not  be  his  province  of  Carolina,  without 
any  regard  to  the  limits  mentioned  in  the'charter  to  the  proprietors. 

I  say,  my  lords,  this  procedure  has  struck  a  general  damp  and  dispirited  the  whole  province.  I  have  called  this, 
my  lords,  the  death  or  destruction  of  the  province;  for  an  extension  of  limits  to  the  southward,  if  the  lands  were 
properly  parcelled  out  and  granted  to  people  who  would  really  cultivate  and  improve  them,  would  draw  some  thou- 
sand inhabitants  here;  whereas,  by  this  step  taken  in  Carolina,  great  part  of  the  lands,  my  lords,  are  ordered  in  very 
large  tracts  to  some  wealthy  settlers  in  Carolnfe,  who  probably  will  never  see  it  themselves,  and  some  of  whom,  it  is  said, 
have  already  more  lands  in  that  province  than  they,  can  cultivate  or  improve.  This,  my  lords,  is  pretty  well  known  on 
this  side  of  the  water;  and  who,  having  a  great  number  of  slaves,  claim  what  they  call  their  family  right,  that  is,  fifty 
acres  of  land  for  each  slave,  although  it  is  highly  probable  that  their  ancestors  have  already  had  land  for  those  very 
slaves,  and  it  is  well  understood  here  that  many  of  those  persons,  especially  those  who  have  the  largest  tracts,  have  no 
intention  to  remove  there  or  settle  them;  but  probably  some  years  hence,  M'hen  it  begins  to  be  valuable,  will  sell  it,  and 
jnthemeantime  those  vast  tracts  of  land  are  to  lie  waste  and  unimproved,  as  very  great  bodies  yet  do  in  Carolina;  and 
if  they  should  do  any  thing  atall  with  these  lands,  it  is  expected  it  will  only  be  by  sendingan  overseer  and  a  few  ne- 
groes just  to  make  a  trifling  settlement,  seemingly  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  grant,  or  by  way  of  taking  possession. 
What  I  mention  here,  my  lords,  is  not  barely  imaginary,  but  proceeds  from  a  number  of  instances  of  the  like  kind  in 
Carolina,  and  facts  which  are  well  known  to  every  body  in  these  parts,  and  what,  my  lords,  it  is  pretty  certain  will  bo 
the  consequence  of  these  proceedings  in  Carolina  if  they  are  suffered  to  take  effect.  I  speak  with  respect  to  the  large 
tracts;  for  possibly  some  of  those  who  have  small  tracts  may  remove  and  settle  them.  Your  lordships  will  be  pleased  to 
observe,  that  no  less  than  thirty-five  thousand  acres  are  ordered  to  four  persons,  so  that  your  lordships  see  that  if  this 
procedure  is  not  set  aside  by  His  Majesty,  it  will  be  the  ruin  of  this  province:  for,  my  lords,  thirty-five  thousand  acres 
of  land,  at  four  hundred  acres  to  each  family,  would  accommodate  eighty-seven  good  substantial  settlers,  who  would 
each  of  them  bring  a  family  of  white  people  into  the  province,  besides,  perhaps,  each  as  many,  if  not  more  negroes 
than  the  person  in  Carolina  who  holds  eight  thousand  acres;  and,  as  many  of  the  grants  to  new  settlers  would  not 
exceed  two  hundred  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  your  lordships  see  it  might  very  probably  accommodate  one 
hundred  and  twenty  or  onehundred  and  thirty  good  settlers,  instead  of  being  held  uncultivated  and  waste  by  four  Ca- 
rolina planters;  and,  my  lords,  this  quantity  of  land  was  all  ordered  in  one  day,  the  first  day  on  about  two  hundred 
petitions;  and  I  am  informed  that  the  Surveyor  General  of  Carolina,  who  is  ojie  of  the  Council,  has  said  that  it  is  ex- 
pected double  that  number  will  apply  the  next  land  day,  or  in  a  short  time.  And,  my  lords,  give  me  le.ave  to  mention 
another  reason:  your  lordships  will  remember  an  intention,  some  time  ago,  to  remove  the  seat  of  Government  from  Sa- 
vannah, further  south;  and  although  there  might  not  be  occasion  for  that,  whilst  the  province  remained  confined  to  the 
river  Altamaha,  yet,  with  submission,  my  lords,  it  may  be  a  very  proper  measure,  when  His  Majesty  shall  be  pleased 
to  extend  the  province;  and  the  best  navigation,  and  most  convenient  place,  in  every  respect,  for  trade  and  the  seat  of 
Government,  is  just  where  these  great  tracts  of  land  are  surveying  for  the  people  of  Carolina.  How,  then,  my 
lords,  is  this  land  to  be  come  at,  and  what  town  can  ever  be  settled  with  advantage  in  this  part  of  the  world,  or 
supported,  when  three  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  acres  of  land,  all  around,  is  held  by  so  few  persons,  and  it 
is  highly  probable,  waste  and  unimproved,  and  thirty-five  thousand  acres  of  it  by  only  four  persons?  and  this,  as  I 
have  observed,  is  only  the  quantity  already  ordered,  and  as  much  more  will  be  very  speedily:  possibly,  by  the  time 
this  reaches  your  lordships,  a  milliim  of  acres  may  be  granted  to  persons  now  settled  in  Carolina,  and  the  greatest 
part  of  which,  it  is  expected,  will  continue  to  live  there.  Your  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  consider,  how  greatly  this 
will  affect  His  Majesty's  service  in  the  settlement  of  this  frontier  province;  and  how  much  it  niust  be  weakened  and 
impeded  by  these  vast  tracts  being  held  by  such  a  handful  of  people,  who  live  in  another  province.  And  this  further 
ill  efiFect  it  will  have:  for  nobody  will  think  of  coming  this  way  when  they  hear  that  the  Carolinians  have  engrossed 
all  the  lands.  And  how  contrary,  my  lords,  does  this  step  seem  to  be  to  His  Majesty's  royal  intention.  And  your 
lordships  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  those  who  have  these  very  great  tracts,  or  any  of  the  persons  who  are  to 
have  these  lands,  have  not  one  negro,  or  one  shilling  property  on  this  side  of  Savannah  river.  I  have  had  ac- 
counts, my  lords,  of  many  hundred  families,  I  may  say  some  thousand  people,  who  were  ready  to  come  into  this 
province,  (chiefly  from  North  Carolina.)  as  soon  as  it  was  extended,  and  I  should  be  authorized  to  grant  these 
very  lands,  all  which  will  be  prevented  if  these  proceedings  are  suffered  to  take  effect.  I  must  beg  leave,  my  lords, 
to  mention  another  objection  against  these  grants,  which  seems  an  equitable  one,  on  the  side  of  this  province;  Mr. 
Elliott  informs  me,  that  one  Mr.  Young, who  has  some  negroes  in  Carolina,  and  also  some  in  Georgia,  petitioned  for 
a  tract  of  land  for  all  his  negroes;  and  on  his  saying  that  part  of  these  negreos  were  in  Georgia,  he  was  refused 
lands  for  them,  and  told  he  should  only  have  lands  for  such  negroes  as  he  had  in  Carolina,  so  that  your  lordships 
see  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  are  totally  excluded.  This,  my  lords,  seems  to  us  here  to  be  very  unequi- 
table, that  the  people  of  this  province,  who  have  borne  the  brunt  and  fatigue  of  settling  a  new  colony,  and  who  have 
encountered  and  struggled  with  innumerable  difficulties  and  hardships,  besides  dangers  from  the  savages,  and  dur- 
ing the  war  from  the  neighboring  French  and  Spaniards,  and  who,  by  great  industry  and  labor,  have  acquired  a  few- 
negroes,  and  are  in  a  capacity  of  settling  out  their  children,  or  making  other  settlements  for  themselves;  I  say,  my 
lords,  it  seems  to  them  hard  and  unequitable,  that  they  are  not  to  have  an  inch  of  these  lands,  but  that  the 
whole,  or  most  of  the  best,  is  to  be  swallowed  up  by  strangers,  who  never  contributed  (one  farthing  or  one  hour's 
fatigue  or  hardship  towards  the  support  of  the  province.  And  for  these  reasons,  and  many  more  that  must  occur, 
your  lordships  will  see  why  I  call  it  the  death  wound  or  destruction  of  Georgia.  I  have  never  yet,  my  lords, 
granted  any  lauds  but  to  people  who  actually  undertook  to  settle  and  improve  them  forthwith,  and  only  in  mode- 
rate quantities;  for,  my  lords,  it  is  the  number  of  inhabitants  we  want  here:  and  although  these  lands  may  be  an- 
nexed to  Georgia,  yet,  if  they  are  engrossed  and  held  by  the  Carolinians,  in  the  manner  I  have  mentioned,  it  will 
nevertheless  ruin  the  province;  for,  my  lords,  as  I  have  already  said,  although  some  of  those  who  have  small  tracts 
may  probably  remove  there,  and  settle  them,  yet  those  who  have  large  tracts,  it  is  pretty  certain  have  no  such  inten- 
tion, and  never  will;  and  your  lordships  will  observe,  that  no  less'than  three  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand 
acres  are  ordered  to  less  than  two  hundred  persons,  and  which  quantity  alone  would  accommodate  a  thousand  very 
good  families  and  settlers,  and  such  as  are  the  sinews,  wealth,  and  strength  of  an  infant  colony. 

It  might  be  impertinent  in  me  to  trouble  your  lordships  any  further  on  this  subject,  the  consequence  of  which 
your  lordships  will  see  with  so  much  more  perspicuity  ami  extension  than  I  can.  On  the  one  hand,  my  lords,  with 
great  deference,  it  seems  to  be  a  considerable  step  towards  the  ruin  of  a  very  flourishing  province.  On  the  other, 
the  advantage  rather  of  a  private  nature;  and  this  done  (it  is  humbly  conceived)  contrary  to  His  Majesty's  royal  in- 
tention, and  at  a  time  when,  even  in  Charleston,  it  is  the  general  opinion,  and  they  daily  expect  to  hear,  that  those 
lands  are  annexed  to  this  province.    All  which  is  submitted  to  your  lordships'  consideration. 

As  His  Majesty's  commands  relative  to  the  settlers  on  these  lands  was  signified  in  June,  1758,  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  therefore  I  have  now  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  same  pui-pose  as  I  have  done  to  your  lordships, 
in  which  I  hope  I  have  not  acted  improperly,  as  my  instructions  are  to  correspond  with  the  Secretary  of  State  on  all 
matters  that  come  from  that  office,  and  as  1  conceive  their  proceedings  in  Carolina  are  in  some  measure  contrary  to 
those  orders. 

On  the  7th  instant  I  assented  to  twelve  bills  and  an  ordinance,  which  I  have  ordered  to  be  copied,  and  as  soon 
as  they  are  ready  shall  transmit  them  to  your  lordships,  with  my  observations  on  them. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that  there  is  a  very  good  prospect  of  a  fine  crop  of  silk  this 
season. 

And  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  my  lords,  &c. 

JA.  WRIGHT 
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Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  25th,  1795. 

,  I  hei-eby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Wright  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
copied  from  the  Georgia  Bundle,  E.  No.  66. 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 
G.  No.  6. 

Savannah^  in  Georgia,  May  6th,  1763. 
My  Lords: 

On  the  20th  of  April  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  lordships  on  the  subject  of  Governor  Boone's 
granting  warrants  to  survey  the  lands  to  the  southward  of  the  river  Altamaha,  in  which  letter,  my  lords,  I  men- 
tioned, on  the  information  of  Mr.  Gray  Elliott,  several  large  quantities  of  lands  that  had  been  ordered  to  some  par- 
ticular persons,  amongst  others  that  sixteen  thousand  acres  had  been  ordered  to  one  Howarth,  on  account  of  the 
estate  of  James  Michie,  deceased,  but  that  I  should  transmit  to  your  lordships  a  particular  account  if  I  could  pro- 
cure it  from  the  offices;  and  by  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  Charleston,  I  find  that  the  person  I  directed  to 
apply  has  not  yet  been  able  to  get  an  authentic  account  of  the  lands  ordered,  and  to  what  persons.  1  am  informed 
that  twenty -seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  filty  acres  were  ordered  to  eleven  persons,  viz.  to  one  Donnam,  on 
account  of  Colonel  Bee's  estate,  five  thousand  acres;  to  Lord  William  Campbell  two  thousand;  to  Charles  Ogilvie. 
now  in  England,  two  thousand;  to  Henry  Middleton  three  thousand;  to  one  Stephens  three  thousand;  to  Henry 
Laurence  three  thousand;  to  William  Hopton  two  thousand;  to  Wijliam  Guering  two  thousand;  and  to  David  John 
Deas  and  one  Vanderhout  together,  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  But,  my  lords,  until  I  can  get  proper 
certificates  from  the  officers,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  come  at  the  exact  truth  and  knowledge  in  this  case.  The 
same  information  that  I  received  of  those  tracts  being  ordered,  mentions  that  Mr.  Gray  Elliott  was  mistaken  in  the 
accounts  he  gave  me,  that  sixteen  thousand  acres  were  ordered  to  Mr.  Howarth,  who,  it  is  said,  had  only  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  acres;  but  all  the  other  parcels  mentioned,  I  believe  will  appear  to  be  right,  at  least,  they  are  so, 
from  the  best  information  I  am  as  yet  able  to  come  at.  What  I  wrote  your  lordships  relative  to  the  lands  ordered 
to  Mr.  Howarth,  was  on  Mr.  Elliott's  information,  whom  I  sent  to  Charleston  on  the  occasion,  and  who  still  says  that 
it  was  asserted  to  be  so  when  he  was  there;  but  as  1  have  heard  from  other  hands  that  he  is  mistaken,  and  that 
Howarth  has  only  one  thousand  six  hundred  acres,  and  as  my  duty  and  sole  intention  is  only  to  state  facts  accord- 
ing to  the  best  information  I  can  get— and  it  would  give  me  the  greatest  uneasiness  to  misrepresent  any  one  circum- 
stance— therefore  take  this  first  opportunity  to  rectify  that  matter,  which  does  not  now  appear  to  be  as  Mr.  Elliott 
was  informed,  and  represented  it  to  me. 

On 'Tuesday  last  a  great  many  more  warrants  were  ordered  to  other  persons  for  lands  to  the  southward  of  the 
river  Altamaha,  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  acres,  as  appears  by  their  gazette;  but  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  give  you  lordships  any  further  particulars.  I  shall  only  add  thatthoselarge  grants  will  soon  reach 
St.  Augustine.  Some,  it  is  .said,  have  already  gone  far  up  St.  Juan's  lake  or  river:  and  the  Creek  Indians  are 
greatly  alarmed  at  seeing  a  number  of  armed  men  surveying  those  lands  and  marking  trees.  They  have  sent  run- 
ners all  over  the  nation  to  assemble  them  together,  and  what  the  consequence  may  be  1  cannot  yet  say,  but  am  apprehen- 
sive it  may  involve  us  in  difficulties;  for,  my  lords,  there  is  a  great  dift'erence  between  extending  our  settlements 
gradually  and  easily,  and  an  appearance  as  though  the  whole  country  was  to  be  swallowed  up  at  once,  and  that  by 
armed  people,  and  this  the  Indians  say  is  a  confirmation  of  what  the  French  have  told  them,  that  we  should  take  all 
their  lands  from  them,  and  drive  them  back,  and  extirpate  them  in  time. 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  WRIGHT. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lords  of  Trade. 

Office  for  Trade,  Wjiitehall,  September,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Wright  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
copied  from  the  Georgia  Bundle.  E.  No.  69.  . 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 
K.  No.  1.  .         ,         '    '      . 

June  8th,  1763. 

Florida  and  that  part  of  Louisiana  to  the  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  both  which  tracts  are  ceded  to  yoifr  Ma- 
jesty by  the  late  treaty,  may  be  compared  to  Canada,  in  respect  to  extent  of  territory  and  the  uuniber  of  Indian 
tribes,  with  which  they  have  immediate  communication;  but  in  other  respects  they  seem  entirely  different;  the 
number  of  settled  inhabitants,  either  French  or  Spaniards,  we  apprehend,  has  never  been  considerable,  and  there  is 
little  probability,  from  the  facility  of  their  removal,  that  any  of  them  will  remain  after  the  cessions  are  completed, 
though  we  are  of  opinion,  as  well  from  this  circumstance  of  their  paucity,  as  with  a  view  to  the  immediate  settlement 
of  this  country,  that  every  expedient  should  be  used  to  induce  as  many  to  remain  as  can  be  prevailed  upon.  The  pro- 
duce of  Canada,  with  its  trade,  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  with  its  communication  to  the  great  lakes  of 
North  America,  are,  from  authentic  intbrmation  in  these  particulars,  tolerably  well  understood;  but  we  are  sorry  it 
is  not  in  our  power,  either  from  any  materials  in  our  office,  or  from  any  other  to  be  depended  upon,  to  give  your  Ma- 
jesty that  certain  information  we  could  wish,  either  in  regard  to  the  coast,  harbors,  and  rivers  of  Florida,  or  as  to  the 
variety  of  produce  which  there  is  the  greatest  probability  may  be  raised  in  tliat  extended  country.  We  shall  there- 
fore content  oursfelves  with  suggesting  at  present,  that,  whenever  a  Government  is  established  ui  this  country,  in- 
sti-uctions  should  be  given  for  surveying,  with  all  possible  accuracy,  as  well  the  seacoast  and  places  fit  for  harbors, 
as  the  internal  country  and  rivers,  particularly  of  that  part  which  lies  between  the  great  mountains  and  the  Missis- 
sippi, of  which  there  are  not  extant  any  charts  or  accounts  on  which  we  can  depend,  for  which  purpose  it  will  be 
necessary  that  a  proper  number  of  able  and  skilful  surveyors  be  appointed. 

The  great  tract  of  seacoast  from  St.  Augustine  round  Cape  Florida,  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi,  makes  it,  we  apprehend,  indispensably  necessary  that  this  country  should  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
tinct Governments,  and  for  the  present  the  chief  residence  of  the  Governor  of  the  one  should  be  at  St.  Augustine,  with 
orders  to  give  particular  attention  to  Cape  Florida,  (as  that  cape  commands  the  whole  navigation  from  the  bay  of 
Mexico)  the  residence  of  the  other  at  Pensacola,  with  particular  instructions  regarding  the  Mississippi,  the  free 
navigation  of  which  ought,  we  apprehend,  to  be  most  accurately  understood,  not  only  in  respect  to  that  river  being 
the  future  boundary  between  your  Majesty's  dominions  and  those  of  the  French,  but  as  this  river,  by  its  communi- 
cation with  the  Ohio,  the  Illinois,  &c.  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  all  connexion  with  the  Indian  nations,  and  the 
only  outlet  to  the  great  internal  trade  which  may  be  carried  on  amongst  them. 

If  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to  divide  Florida  into  two  distinct  Governments,  they  may  be  distinguished  by  the 
names  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and  may  be  bounded  as  follows: 

East  Florida  to  be  bounded  by  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic  sea  li-om  Cape  Florida  to  the  north  entrance  of  St.  John'? 
river  on  the  east,  by  a  line  drawn  due  west  from  the  north  entrance  of  St.  John's  river  to  the  Chattahoochee,  or  Flint 
rivers  on  the  north;  and  on  the  west  and  southwest  by  that  part  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  extends  from  Cape 
Florida  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chattahoochee  river,  and  from  thence  following  the  course  of  the  said  rivers  to  where  the 
north  line  falls  in. 

West  Florida  to  comprehend  all  the  seacoast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  extending  west  from  the  Chattahoochee  river, 
or  Flint  river  towards  the  Mississippi  as  far  as  your  Majesty's  territories  extend,  and  stretching  up  into  the  land  as 
far  as  the  31°  of  north  latitude,  which,  we  humbly  apprehend,  is  as  far  north  as  the  settlements  can  be  carried  without 
interfering  with  lands  claimed  or  occupied  by  the  Indians. 

By  this  plan  of  division,  which  is  formed  with  a  view  to  make  the  two  colonies  as  distinct  as  possible,  by  estab- 
lishing a  natural  line  of  separation  between  them,  and  by  giving  to  each  a  due  proportion  of  the  natural  advantages 
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and  conveniences  of  commerce  and  navigation,  a  iarge  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  north  boundary  line  of  East 
Florida,  and  the  river  Altamaha,  the  present  south  boundary  of  Georgia,  which  has  hitherto  been  unoccupied  as  to 
any  permanent  settlement  either  by  your  Majesty's  subjects  or  those  of  Spain,  remains  to  be  put  under  some  proper 
establishment;  and  we  think  it  cannot,  in  any  respect,  be  better  disposed  of  than  by  putting  it  under  the  jurisdiction 
and  within  the  Government  of  Georgia;  by  this  means  the  principal  obstacles  which  have  hitherto  impeded  the  pro- 
gress of  that  advantageous  and  well  regulated  colony  will  be  removed,  and  its  settlements  extended  to  the  great 
benefit  and  advantage  of  the  mother  country. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  '25th,  1795. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  w  ritten  paper  is  an  extract  of  a  representation  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  regard 
to  the  peace  of  1763,  copied  from  Plantations  General,  M.  page  248. 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 
K.  No.  2. 

O.CTOBER  ith,  1763. 
GEORGE: 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  the  prudence,  courage,  and  loyalty,  of  you,  the  said 
James  Grant,  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  thought  fit  to  constitute  and  appoint 
you,  the  said  James  Grant,  to  be  our  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over  our  province  of  East  Flo- 
rida, in  America,  bounded  to  the  westward  by  the  Gulfof  Mexico  and  the  Appalachicola  river;  to  the  northward  by 
a  line  drawn  from  that  part  of  tfie  said  river  where  the  Chattahoochee,  and  Flint  rivers  meet,  to  the  source  of  St.  Maiy's 
river,  and  by  the  course  of  the  said  river  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean;  and  to  the  eastward  and  southward  by  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  and  the  Gulfof  Florida,  including  all  islands  within  six  leagues  of  the  seacoast. 

•  ■  Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  25,  1795. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  written  paper  is  an  extract  of  the  commission  of  Governor  Grant,  in  and  over  the 
province  of  East  Florida,  copied  from  the  East  Florida  Entry,  A.  page  6. 

GEO.  CHALMERS 
K.  No.  3. 

July  29,  1767. 
GEORGE: 

To  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  John  EUiot,  Esquire,  greeting:  Whereas  we  did,  by  our  letters  patent,  under 
our  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  bearing  date  at  Westminster  the  twenty-first  day  of  November,  in  the  fourth  year 
of  our  reign,  constitute  and  appoint  George  Johnstone,  Esq.  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over 
our  province  of  West  Florida,  in  America,  bounded,  to  the  southward,  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  including  all  islands 
within  six  leagues  of  the  coast,  from  the  river  Appalachicola  to  lakePontchartrain;  to  tho  westward,  by  the  said  lake, 
the  lake  Maurepas  and  the  river  Mississippi;  to  the  northward,  by  aline  drawn  due  east  from  that  part  of  the  river 
Mississippi  which  lies  in  thirty-one  degrees  north  latitude,  to  the  river  Appalachicola  or  Chattahoochee;  and  to  the 
eastwaru,  by  the  said  river. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  ioth  September,  1795. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  written  paper  is  an  extract  of  the  commission  of  the  Governor  in  and  over  the 
Province  of  West  Florida,  copied  from  the  West  Florida- Entry,  A.  page  229. 

GEORGE  CHALMERS. 
K.  No.  4.  •      ■    -       .  ■ 

To  the  King^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty:  .    . 

By  your  Majesty's  royal  proclamation. of  the  7th  of  October  last,  and  your  Majesty's  commission  to  your  Go- 
vernor of  West  Florida,  it  is  declared  that  the  said  province  shall  be  bounded  to  the  north  by  a  line  drawn  due  east  • 
from  that  part  of  the  river  Mississippi  which  lies  in  thirty-one  degrees  north  latitude,  to  the  river  Appalachicola;  butit 
is  our  duty  to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that  we  are  informed  by  your  Majesty's  Governor,  that  it  appears  from 
observations  and  surveys  made  since  the  said  province  has  been  in  your  Majesty's  possession,  that  there  are  not  only 
very  considerable  settlements  upon  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  above  that  line,  but  also  that  the  town  and  set- 
tlement of  Mobile  itself  is  some  miles  to  the  north  of  it;  and,  therefore,  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  propose,  that  an 
instrument  may  pass  under  the  great  seal  (in  like  manner  as  was  directed  in  the  case  of  the  extension  of  the  south 
boundary  of  Georgia)  declaring  tirat  the  province  of  West  Florida  shall  be  bounded  to  the  north,  by  a  line  drawn 
from  the  mouth  of  the  iiver  Yazoo,  where  it  unites  with  the  Mississippi,  due  east  to  the  river  Appalachicola,  by 
which  we  humbly  conceive  every  material  settlement,  depending  upon  West  Florida,  will  be  comprehended  within 
the  limits  of  that  Government. 

Which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 

HILLSBOROUGH, 
SOAME  JENYNS, 
ED.  ELIOT, 
GEO.  RICE. 
;  .  '  ORWELL. 

BAM.  GASCOYNE. 
'  Whitehall,  March  23,  1764.  - 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  25;A  September,  1~95. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  representation  to  the  King  for  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  West 
Florida,  copied  frdm  the  West  Florida  Entry,  A.  page  165. 

■  GEORGE  CHALMERS. 

I.No.  1. 

-  •  To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty: 

We  have  had  under  our  consideration  an  act  passed  in  your  Majesty's  colony  of  Georgia,  in  March,  1765, 
entitled  ■  ; 

.  "An  act  for  the  better  strengthening  and  settling  this  province,  by  compelliiig  the  several  persons  who  claim  to 
hold  lands  within  the  same,  under  any  grant  or  grants  from  His  Majesty,  witnessed  by  the  Governor  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, to  bring  or  send  into  this  province  a  numier  of  white  persons  or  negroes,  in  proportion  to  the  lands  they 
claim  to  hold,  agreeably  to  His  Majesty's  royal  instructions  for  granting  lands,  and  to  cultivate  and  improve  the 
same;  and  for  the  better  ascertaining  the  said  several  tracts  of  lands,  by  regulating  the  surveys,  and  marking  the  lines 
thereof,  and  recording  the  several  plots,  in  the  Surveyor  General's  office;  also,  for  registering  and  docketing  such 
grants  in  the  other  proper  offices  in  this  province." 

It  will  be  necessary,  before  we  enter  into  a  consideratiou  of  the  particular  provisions  of  this  act,  briefly  to  state 
to  your  Majesty  the  occasion  and  ground  upon  which  it  has  been  enacted. 

The  cession  made  to  your  Majesty,  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  of  all  the  territories  possessed  by  Spain  on  the  conti- 
nent of  North  America,  having  put  an  end  to  the  disputes  concerning  the  title  to  those  lands  which  lay  to  the  south 
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of  the  Altamaha  river,  and  which,  pending  such  dispute,  had  never  been  occupied  and  settled  by  either  nation,  the 
consideration  of  what  might  be  expedient  to  be  done,  in  respect  to  these  lands,  necessarily  fell  under  the  attention  of 
Government;  and  it  being  the  opinion  of  your  Majesty's  ministers,  that  all  the  territories  to  the  south  of  the  river  St. 
Mary  should  be  erected  into  a  separate  government,  under  the  name  of  East  Florida,  and  that  all  the  lands  between 
that  river  and  the  river  Altamaha  to  the  north  should  be  annexed  to  the  colony  of  Georgia,  which,  before,  was 
bounded  to  the  south  by  the  last  mentioned  river,  this  arraignment  was  notified  by  your  Majesty's  proclamation  of 
the  7th  of  October,  1763.  Previous,  however,  to  this  signification  of  your  Majesty's  will  and  pleasure,  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  these  lands,  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  the  province  of  South  Carolina  thought  fit,  upon  the  ground  that 
they  lay  within  the  limits  of  South  Carolina,  according  to  the  charters  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  to  pass  patents 
for  a  considerable  part  of  them,  to  many  of  the  opulent  planters  in  the  settled  part  of  that  province,  upon  the  terms 
and  conditions  prescribed  in  your  Majesty's  royal  instructions  to  the  said  Governor. 

This  measure,  taken  by  your  Majesty's  Governor  ot  South  Carolina,  was  soon  followed  by  complaints  on  the  part 
of  yoar  Majesty's  Governor  of  Georgia,  not  only  of  the  irregularity  of  the  measure  itself,  but  also  that  the  surveys, 
in  consequence  thereof,  had  been  slightly  and  incoirectly  made,  and  that  in  respect  to  the  greatest  part  of  the  lands, 
no  steps  had  been  taken,  or  were  likely  to  be  taken,  for  a  proper  cultiv,ition  of  them. 

Upon  the  ground  of  these  representations,  and  upon  a  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  which  accompanied 
this  transaction,  this  Board  thought  fit  to  signify  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  in  generalterms^  that  they  would  rea- 
dily concur  in  any  law  that  should  be  enacted  there  tor  obliging  the  grantees  of  those  lands  to  cultivate  them  accord- 
ing to  the  conditions  of  their  grants,  adopting,  upon  this  occasion,  a  measure  which  appeared  to  them  not  only  just 
an°l  necessary  in  itself,  but  strictly  agreeable  to  former  'precedents. 

In  consequence  of  this  signification,  the  law  now  in  question  was  passed,  with  a  clause  suspending  its  execution 
until  your  Majesty's  royal  will  and  pleasure  should  be  known. 

We  need  not,  upon  this  occasion,  enter  into  any  consideration  of  such  parts  of  this  law  as  appear,  by  implication, 
to  draw  into  question  either  the  propriety  of  the  measure  taken  by  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  or 
the  validity  of  the  grants  themselves,  but  shall  confine  our  observations  to  the  enacting  clauses  of  the  act  itself,  and 
the  objection  stated  to  the  particular  provisions  of  it  by  Mr.  Dunning,  who  appeared  before  us  as. counsel  on  the 
occasion  for  the  grantees,  whose  interest  are  to  be  affected  by  this  law. 

The  principal  objections  were,  that  this  act  not  only  prescribes  other  terms  and  condirions  than  those  upon  which 
the  lands  were  granted  conformably  to  your  Majesty's  instructions  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  but  also  in 
the  manner  of  ascertaining  the  proof  of  those  requisites,  leaves  it  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  decide  what  that  proof  shall  be:  and  further,  does  limit  the  time  of  adducing  such  proofs  to  six  months 
from  the  receipt  and  notification  in  the  gazette  there  of  your  Majesty's  confirmation  of  the  act,  without  any  excep- 
tion in  the  case  of  infants,  insane  persons,  or  those  under  other  natural  disabilities;  which  exceptions,  by  the  strict 
rules  of  law,  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  every  case  of  this  nature. 

These  objections  do  appear  to  us  so  essentially  to  vitiate  this  act,  that  we  cannot  recommend  it  to  your  Majesty 

to  confirm  it.  ».  .  i  ^       .     i 

At  the  same  time  we  thinJv  it  our  duly  to  represent  to  your  Majesty  that,  as  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  believe, 
as  well  from  the  letters  we  have  received  from  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  Georgia,  as  from  what  has  been  laid 
before  us  by  his  agent,  who  appeared  in  sup'port  of  the  act,  that  not  only  the  surveys  made  under  the  warrant  of  the 
Governor  of  South  Cai-olina  have  been  incorrect,  but  also  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  grantees  have  taken  any  steps 
for  the  due  and  proper  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  lands,  and  none  have  paid  the  quit-rents  due  to  yourMajesty, 
according  to  the  terms  of  their  grants.  We  do  entirely  agree  in  opinion  with  our  predecessors'in  office,  that  it  is 
both  just°and  necessary  that  some  effectual  means  ought  to  be  taken  to  correct  an  abuse  of  this  nature,  operating  to 
the  prejudice,  as  well  of  the  public  interest,  as  of  your  Majesty's  revenue;  and,  therefore,  we  humbly  beg  leave  to 
propose,  that  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  South  Carolina  be  instructed  to  give  poiitive  directions  to  the  proper  offi- 
cers in  that  colony  forthwith  to  prepare  transcripts,  duly  authentic?! ted,  of  all  the  patents  granted  under  the  seal  of 
that  province  for  lands  to  the  southward  of  the  river  Altamaha,  and  also  of  all  orders,  warrants,  and  proceedings 
thereupon,  and  to  .transmit  the  same,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  the  Governor  of  your  Majesty's  province  of 

That  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  Georgia  should  be  instructed  to  cause  such  transcripts,  when  received  by  him, 
to  be  entered  upon  record  in  all  the  proper  offices  in  that  colony.  ■ 

•  That  if  the  said  Governor  shall,  upon. an  qxamination  of  these  dociiments,  or  frotn  any  other  evidence  or  infor- 
mation have  reason  to  think  that  there  have  been  any  frauds  or  abuses  in  the  survey  of  theseiands,  he  do  forthwith 
issue  a'warrant  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  the  province  of  Georgia,  to  cause  a  resurvey  to  be  made  thereof, 
in  the  presence  of  the  grantees,  or  of  such  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  within  a  reasonable  time  for  that  purpose. 
And  in  case  it  shall  be  discovered  upon  such  resurvey  that  a  greater  number  of  acres  has  been  taken  in  than  are 
expressed  in  the  original  grant,  that  the  said  Governor  do  forthwith  grant  such  surplus  to  such  other  persons  as  shall 
apply  for  the  same,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  your  Majesty's  instructions  to  the  said  Governor. 

That  the  said  Governor  be  further  instructed  to  recommend  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  province  of 
Geor-'ia,  to  pass  an  act  for  establishing  a  method  of  enforcing  the  cultivation  of  lands,  causing  an  inquest  to  be  held, 
on  the  oaths  of  a  jury  of  twelve  men,  before  a  commissioner  of  escheats  and  forfeitures,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  . 
Governor  for  that  purpose,  and  enacting  that  all  lands  which,  upon  a  return  of  such  inquest  into  the  office  of  Register 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  shall  appear  not  to  have  been  duly  cultivated  according  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
the  grant,  be  vested  in  your  Majesty,  your  heirs  and  .successors,  without  any  further  or  other  process. 
Which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 

CLARE. 

SOAME  JENYNS. 
WM.  FITZHERBERT. 
THO.  ROBINSON. 
Whitehall,  May  2eth,  1767. 

Office  for  Trade,  "\yHiTEHALL,  25th  September,  1795. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  before  written  paper  is  a  representation  to  the  King  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  an  act 
of  \ssemhly  of  Georgia,  with  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the  lands  on  the  southward  of  the  river  Altamaha,  copied 
from  the  Georgia  Entry,  C.  page  311.  GEO.  CHALMERS. 

L  No.  2.  . 

Mditional  instruction  to  our  trusty  and  ivell  beloved  Charles  Greville  Montagu,  Esquire,  cdmmonly  called  Lord 
Charles  Greville  Montagu,  our  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  oj  our  Province  of  South  Carolina,  in 
Jlmerica.    Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James's,  the  — -  day  of ,  in  the  seventh  year  of  our  reign. 

[t  is  our  will  and  pleasure,,  and  you  are  hereby  directed  and  required,  forthwith  upon  the  receipt  hereof,  to  give 
positive  orders  to  the  proper  ofliicers  in  our  provincie  of  South  Carolina,  forthwith  to  prepare  transcripts,  duly  authen- 
ticated, of  all  the  patents  granted  under  the  seal  of  that  our  province,  for  lands  to  the  southward  ol  the  river  Al- 
tamaha, and  also  of  all  orders,  warrants,  and  proceedings  thereupon;  and  to  transmit  the  same,  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  to  the  Governor  or  Commander-in-chief  of  our  Province  of  Georgia  for  the  time  being,  that  they  may  be 
entered  upon  record  in  the  proper  offices  in  that  province. 

■  Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  25th  September,  1795. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  written  paper  is  a  copy  of  an  additional  instruction  to  Charles  Greville  Montagu, 
Esquire,  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  copied  from  South  Carolina  Entry,  E.  page  374.  f,Ti  *  t  nj^n 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 
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M. 

The  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  between  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Cherokee  Nation  on 
the  other,  convened  at  Dewifs  Corner,  in  South  Carolina,  the  20th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  171%, 
and  in  the  first  year  of  the  independence  of  America. 

Be  it  known  unto  all  persons  to  whom  these  presents  may  or  shall  in  any  manner  belong: 

The  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  unjust  design  to  enslave  America,  regardless  of  the  means 
through  his  ministers,  officers,  and  superintendents,  by  false  representations  having  deceived  the  Cherokee  nation, 
and  persuaded  them  to  massacre  indiscriminately,  according  to  their  custom  in  war,  the  men,  women,  and  children, 
inhabitants  of  the  western  frontier  of  South  Carolina  and  other  States,  at  the  time,  last  summer,  when  his  forces 
invaded  that  State  from  the  sea;  and  then,  having  abandoned  his  Cherokee  allies,  whom  he  iiad  deceived,  urged. 
and  persuaded  into  the  war,  to  the  just  resentmetit  of  the  people:  thus,  at  the  same  time,  suddenly  and  unexpect^ 
edly,  attacked  on  the  seacoast  and  opposite  frontier.  It  has  pleased  the  Master  of  Breath  so  to  direct  the  progress 
of  the  war,  and  the  inclination  of  the  contracting  parties,  that,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  summer,  they  were  dis- 
posed to  extend  mercy  and  to  do  justice.  And  the  Cherokee  nation  having,  during  the  course  of  the  last  winter, 
sent  deputies  to  Charleston  to  implore  pardon,  and  thereupon  it  being  determined  to  bury  the  liatchet  and  to  re- 
establish peace,  the  contracting  parties,  for  these  purposes,  named  and  appointed  their  respective  commissioners 
and  deputies  in  manner  following: 

THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  FULL  POWERS. 

By  his  Excellency  John  .Rutledge,  Esq.  President  and  .Commander-in-chief  of  South  Carolina. 

J.  RUTLEDGE,  (l..  S.) 

To  Colonel  Andrew  Williamson.  Colonel  Le  Roy  Hammond,  George  Galphin,  Esq.  the  Honorable  William 
Henry  Drayton,  and  Colonel  Daniel  Horry,  Greeting: 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  ordinance  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  passed  on  the  13th  day  of 
February  last,  and  entitled  "an  ordinance  appointing  commissioners,  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  to  conclude  a 
peace  with  the  Cherokee  nation,"  you,  the  said  Andrew  Williamson,  Le  Roy  Hammond,  George  Galphin,  W'illiam 
Henry  Drayton,  and  Daniel  Horry,  have  been  duly  elected  commissioners  for  the  purpose  therein  and  hereinafter 
mentioned.  Now  know  ye,  that  I  have  therefore,  and  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State,  commissioned,  and  do  hereby  commission  you,  the  said  Andrew  Williamson,  Le  Roy  Hammond, 
George  Galphin,  William  Henry  Drayton,  and  Daniel  Horry,  or  a  majority  of  you,  to  meet  such  coinmi.,sioners  as 
have  been  or  may  be  appointed  by  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  or  any  of  them,  on  the 
12th  day  of  May,  instant,  at  Dewit's  Corner,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  which  you,  or  a  majority  of  you,  may 
judge  fit,  in  Congress,  with  the  Cherokee  Indian,  or  their  deputies,  and  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  Cherokee  na- 
.  tion  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  just  and  equitable. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  this  sixth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- seven. 

THE  GEORGIA  FULL  FOWJERS. 

In  Council. 

Savannah,  16</i  ,Bpril,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  Jonathan  Bryan,  Jonathan  Cochran,  John  W"ereat,  John  Walton,  and  William  Glascock. 
Esquires,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  the  commissioners  appointed  by  this  State,  agreeably  to  the  desire  of  the  State 
(rf  South  Carolina,  to  attend  the  Indian  Congress,  to  be  held,  at  Dewit's  Corner,  on  the  7th  day  of  May  next,  or 
when  or  where  the  same  may  be  so  held. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  attend  the  Indian  Congress,  that  they 
join  and  concur  in  all  matters  that  appear  likely  to  insure  a  firm  and  lasting  peace  with  the  Indians. 
A  true  copy  taken  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUiEL  STIRK,  Secretary  C. 

THE  CHEROKEE  FULL  POWERS. 

May  16,  1777. 

In  open  Congress  witn  the  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  commissioners  for  establishing  peace,  and  in  presence  of 
a  great  number  of  their  own  people,  Canatiskeetuowie,  or  the  Red-Bird  of  No-ewee,  and  Oustassittee,  or  the  Man- 
killer  of  Chote,  for  themselves,  and  Slcalaluska,  or  the  Second  Man,  Cleeroonakee,  Clocoheta,  Chooconattee,  Cos- 
kua  and  Chinistisha,  beloved  men  and  warriors  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  declared  that,  according  tothe  manner  and 
custom  of  their  nation,  they  are  nominated  and  appointed,  on  the  part  of  their  nation,  deputies,  with  full  powers 
for  them,  and,  in  thdr  name,  to  meet  the  commissioners  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  of  such  other  States  as 
may  be  present;  and  with  them  to  treat  of,  conclude  upon,  and  make  such  terms  and  conditions  of  peace  as  may 
be  likely  to  re-establish  peace  and  friendship  between  the  parties  assembled  for  that  purpose. 

And  the  commissioners  and  deputies,  having  regularly  met  and  communicated  to  each  other  their  full  powers, 
have  agreed  upon  the  articles  of  peace,  the  tenor  of  which  is  as  follows: 

Article  I.  The  Cherokee  nation  acknowledge  that  the  troops  that,  during  the  last  summer,  repeatedly  defeated 
their  forces,  victoriously  penetrated  through  their  lower  towns,  middle  settlements,  and  valleys,  and  quietly  and 
unopposed  built,  held,  and  continue  to  occupy,  the  fort  at  Esennecca,  thereby  did  effect  and  maintain  the  con- 
quest of  all  the  Cherokee  lands  eastward  of  the  Unacaye  mountain;  and  to  and  for  their  people  did  acquire,  pos- 
sess, and  yet  continue  to  hold,  in  and  over  the  said  lands,  all  and  singular  the  rights  incidental  to  conquest: 
and  the  Cherokee  nation,  in  consequence  thereof,  do  cede  the  said  lands  to  the  said  people,  the  people  of  South 
Carolina. 

Art.  II.  South  Carolina  will  immediately  send  a  supply  of  goods  into  the  Cherokee  nation  and  settlements  for 
sale,  and  permit  the  Cherokees,  during  their  good  behavior,  to  inhabit  the  middle  settlements  and  valleys  westward 
of  the  highest  part  of  Ocunnee  mountain;  but  theyl  shall  not,  beyond  a  line  extended  southwest  and  northeast 
across  the  highest  part  of  Ocunnee  mountain,  proceed  or  advance,  without  permission  from  the  commanding  officer 
atkFort  Rutledge;  to  apply  for  which,  one  runner  may,  at  any  time,  be  sent  by  the  Cherokees.  Provided,  never- 
theless, that,  during  this  present  year,  the  Cherokees  may  raise,  gather,  and  remove  the  corn  they  have  planted  on 
the  east  side  of  Ocunnee  mountain. 

Art.  III.  The  Government  of  South  Carolina  will  endeavor  that  the  Cherokees  shall  be  furnished  with  supplies 
of  goods,  as  usual,  and  that  the  trade  shall  be  put  under  the  best  regulations.  Every  person  who,  without  a  proper 
pass  or  license,  shall  arrive  in  the  Cherokee  nation  or  settlements,  the  Cherokees  will  immediately  apprehend  and. 
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deliver  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Rutledge,  and  seize  to  their  own  use,  all  the  cattle,  horses,  goods,  and 
effects,  conducted  into  their  nation  or  settlements  by  every  such  person. 

Art.  IV.  Each  white  person  who  instigated,  or  endeavored  to  instigate  the  Cherokees  to  the  late  war,  or  en- 
couraged or  aided  them,  or  endeavored  to  do  so  in  the  prosecution  of  it,  and  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be  in 
their  power,  shall,  without  delay,  by  the  Cherokees,  be  apprehended  and  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  liutledge;  and  the  Cherokees  shall  take  to  their  own  use  ail  the  effects  which,  in  their  nation  or  settlements, 
they  may  find  in  the  possession  of,  or  belonging  to,  every  such  white  person;  and  for  every  such  white  person  so 
delivered,  shall  be  paid  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  dressed  leather,  or  the  value  thereof. 

Art.  V.  Any  Indian  who,  in  the  Cherokee  nation  or  settlements,  shall  murder  a  white  person,  shall  be  imme- 
diately apprehended  and  conveyed  to  Fort  Rutledge  by  the  Cherokees,  who,  in  presence  of  the  commanding  officer 
at  that  post,  shall  put  the  murderer  to  death.  And  if  any  white,  or  other  person,  belonging  to  South  Carolina  or 
Georgia,  shall,  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  or  any  white,  or  other  person  shall,  in  South  Carolina  or  Georgia,  murder  a 
Cherokee  Indian,  every  such  person,  duly  convicted  thereof,  shall  suffer  death  in  presence  of  Cherokee  Indians, 
if  any  shall  attend  at  tne  time  and  place  of  execution.  And  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  attending,  due 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  intended  execution  shall  be  sent  to  the  Cherokees. 

Art.  VI.  All  white  and  Indian  prisoners  shall  be  set  at  liberty  as  soon  as  possible;  all  negroes  taken  during 
the  late  war,  and  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  power  of  the  Cherokees,  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  be 
delivered  up  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Rutledge,  together  with  the  horses,  by  any  of  their  people,  before  the 
late  war,  stolen  from  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  or  Virginia,  and  which  now,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in 
the  power  of  the  Cherokees,  to  the  end  that  restitution  may  be  made  to  their  true  owners. 

Art.  VII.  For  every  runaway  negro  that  shall  be  apprehended  and  delivered  by  the  Cherokees  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Rutledge,  shall  be  paid  one  hundred  pounds  weight  of  leather,  or  the  value  thereof. 

Art.  VIII.  The  hatchet  shall  be  forever  buried,  and  there  shall  be  an  universal  peace  and  friendship  re-esta- 
blished between  South  Carolina,  including  the  Cattawba  and  Georgia  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Cherokee  nation  on 
the  other;  there  shall  be  a  general  oblivion  of  injuries.  The  contracting  parties  shall  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
maintain  the  peace  and  friendship  now  re-established,  and  the  Cherokees  shall,  at  all  times,  apprehend  and  deliver 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Rutledge,  every  person,  white  or  red,  who,  in  their  nation  or  settlements  shall, 
by  any  means,  endeavor  to  instigate  a  war  by  the  Cherokee  nation,  or  hostility  or  robbery  by  any  of  their  people, 
against  or  upon  any  of  the  American  States  or  subject  thereof.  In  witness  of  all  and  every  thing  herein  deter- 
mined between  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  the  Cherokee  nation,  we,  their  underwritten  commissioners  and 
deputies,  by  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  severally,  and  not  one  for  the  other,  have  signed  this  present  definitive  treaty 
in  their  respective  names,  and  have  caused  our  seals  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Done  at  Dewit's  corner,  this  twentieth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven. 

A.  Williamson,  (l.  s.)  Le  Roy  Hammond,  (l.  s.  ) 

W.  H.  Drayton,  (l.  s.)  Daniel  Horry,  (l.  s.) 

Jon.  Bryan,  (i.  s.)  Jon.  Cochran,  ("l.  s.) 

William  Glascock,  (l.  s.)  Oustassittee,  his x mark,  (l.  s.) 

Cleeroonakee,  hisxmark,  (L.  s. )  Clocoheta,  hisxmark,  (l.  s.) 

Coskua,  hisxmark,  (l.  s.)  Chinistisha,  hisxmark,  (l.  s.) 
Canatiskeetuowie,  hisxmark,  (l.  s.) 

N.  B.  In  this  deed  is  included  the  last  cession  of  land  by  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  South  Carolina,  and  which 
ascertains  so  much  of  boundary  lines  between  the  State  and  them. 
A  true  copy  taken  from  the  original  in  the  Secretary's  office, 

By  my  order, 

BEN.  GUERARD. 
South  Carolina,  Charleston,  May  31s/,  1784. 

,    ^  N.  ■ 

State  of  South  Carolina. 

By  his  Excellency  Thomas  Pirickney,  Esq.  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  State  aforesaid. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  Peter  Freneau,  Esq.  who  certifies  the  writing  hereunto  annexed,  to  be  and  to  contain  a  true 
copy  of  the  convention  entered  into,  and  agreed  upon,  between  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  taken  from 
the  original  of  record  in  the  Secretary's  oflice,  is  Secretary  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina:  Therefore,  all  due  faith, 
credit,  and  authority,  are,  and  ought  to  be,  had  and  given  to  his  proceedings  and  certificate  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  to  be  affixed  the  great  seal  of  the  State, 
in  the  city  of  Charleston,  this  twenty-third  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
[l.  s.]      hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  twelfth. 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY. 
By  His  Excellency's  command. 
.   ,  ^  Peter  Freneau,  Secretary. 


CONVENTION  BETWEEN  THE  STATES  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AND  GEORGlAj, 

Concluded  at  Beaufort,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shaft  come,  the  undenvritteri  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  Andrew  Fickcns,  and 
Pierce  Butler,  Esquires,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina,  of  the  one  part,  and  the 
underwritten  John  Habersham  and  Lachlan  M'Intosh,  Esquires,  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  tlie  State  of  Georgia,  of  the  other  part,  send  greeting: 

Whereas,  the  State  of  South  Carolina  did  heretofore  present  a  petition  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, and  did,  therein  set  forth,  that  a  dispute  and  difference  had  arisen  and  subsisted  between  the  States  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  concerning  boundaries;  the  said  States  claiming,  respectively,  the  same  territories, 
and  that  the  case  and  claim  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  was  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  "  Charies  the  Second,  King 
of  Great  Britain,  by  charier,  dated  the  24th  day  of  March,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  eight  persons, 
therein  named,  as  lords  proprietors  thereof,  all  the  lands  lying  and  being  within  liis  donunions  of  Ameiica,  between 
thirty-one  and  thirty-six  degrees  of  north  latitude,  in  a  direct  west  line  to  the  South  Seas,  styling  the  lands  so  de- 
scribed the  province  of  Carolina:  that,  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  the  said  King 
granted  to  the  said  lords  proprietors  a  second  charter,  enlarging  the  bounds  of  Carolma,  viz:  from  twenty-nine  de- 
grees of  north  latitude  to  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  and  from  those  'points  on  the  seacoast,  west,  in  a  direct 
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line  to  the  South  seas:  that  seven  of  the  said  proprietors  of  Carolina  sold  and  surrendered  to  George  the  Se- 
cond, late  King  of  Great  Britain,  all  their  title  and  interest  in  the  said  province,  and  the  share  of  the  remaining  pro- 
pi-ietor  was  separated  from  the  King's,  and  allotted  to  him,  in  the  north  part  of  North  Carolina:  that  Carolina  was 
afterwards  divided  into  two  provinces,  called  North  and  South  Carolina:  that,  by  a  charter,  dated  the  9th  day  of 
June,  1732,  George  the  Second,  King  of  Great  Britain,  granted  to  certain  persons,  therein  named,  all  the  lands  ly- 
ing between  the  rivers  Savannah  and  Altamaha,  and  between  lines  to  be  drawn  from  the  heads  of  those  rivers,  re- 
spectively, to  the  South  sea,  and  styled  the  said  colony  Georgia:  that,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Paris  on 
the  10th  day  of  February,  1763,  the  river  Mississippi  was  declared  to  be  the  western  boundary  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can colonies:  that  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  year  1763,  conceiving  that  the  lands  to  the  southward  of 
the  Altamaha  still  belonged  to  South  Carolina,  granted  several  tracts  of  the  said  lands:  that  the  Government  of  Geor- 
gia complained  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  respecting  those  grants,  as  being  for  lands  within  its  limits,  and  there- 
upon His  Majesty,  by  proclamation,  dated  the  7th  day  of  October,  1763,  annexed  to  Georgia  all  the  lands  lying  be- 
tween the  rivers  Altamaha  and  St.  Mary's,  the  validity  of  the  grants  passed  by  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  as 
aforesaid,  remaining,  however,  acknowledged  and  uncontested,  and  the  grantees  of  the  said  laud,  or  their  represen- 
tative, still  holding  it  as  their  legal  estate:  that  South  Carolina  claims  the  lands  lying  between  the  North  Carolina 
line  and  the  line  run  due  west  from  the  mouth  of  Tugoloo  river  to  the  Mississippi,  because,  as  the  said  State  con- 
tends, the  river  Savannah  loses  that  name  at  the  confluence  of  Tugoloo  and  Keowee  rivers,  consequently  that  spot 
is  the  head  of  Savannah  river.  The  State  of  Georgia,  on  tiie  other  hand,  contends  that  the  source  of  Keowee  river 
is  to  be  considered  as  the  head  of  Savannah  river:  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  also  claims  all  the  lands  lying 
between  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  the  head  of  Altamaha,  the  Mississippi,  and  Flo- 
rida, being,  as  the  said  State  contends,  within  the  limits  of  its  charter,  and  not  annexed  to  Georgia  by  the  said  pro- 
clamation of  1763.  The  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  other  hand,  contends  that  the  tract  of  country  last  mentioned  is 
a  part  of  that  State.  The  State  of  South  Carolina  did,  therefore,  by  their  said  petiti(m,  pray  for  a  hearing  and  de- 
termination of  the  difference  and  dispute  subsisting,  as  aforesaid,  between  the  said  State  and  Georgia,  agreeable  lo 
the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  United  States  of  America.  And  whereas,  tlie  State  of 
Georgia  was  duly  notified  of  the  said  petition,  and  did,  by  its  lawful  agents,  appear,  in  order  to  establish  its 
right  to  the  premises  in  manner  directed  by  the  said  articles  of  confederation;  and  proceedings  were  thereon  had  in 
Congress,  in  order  to  the  appointment  of  judges  to  constitute  a  court  for  hearing  and  determining  the  said  matter  in 
question.  And  whereas,  it  appeared  to  be  the  sincere  wish  and  desire  of  the  said  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, that  all  and  singular  the  differences  and  claims  subsisting  between  the  said  States  relative  to  boundary  should 
be  amicably  adjusted  and  compromised.  And  whereas,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  did  elect  the 
above  named  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  Andrew  Pickens,  and  Pierce  Butler,  Esqs.  commissioners,  and  did 
invest  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  with  full  and  absolute  power  and  authority  in  behalf  of  that  State,  to  settle  and 
compromise  all  and  singular  the  differences,  controversies,  disputes,  and  claims,  which  subsist  between  the  said 
State  and  the  State  of  Georgia  relative  to  boundary,  and  to  establish  and  permanently  fix  a  boundary  between  the 
two  States.  And  the  said  State  of  South  Carolina  did  declare  that  it  would,  at  all  times  thereafter,  ratify  and  con- 
firm all  and  whatsoever  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  should  do  in  and  touching  the  premises,  and 
that  the  same  should  be  forever  binding  on  the  said  State  of  South  Carolina.  And  whereas,  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  did  appoint  John  Houston,  John  Habersijam,  andLachlan  M'Intosh,  Esquires,  commissioners,  and 
did  invest  them  with  full  and  absolute  power  and  authority,  in  behalf  of  that  State,  to  settle  and  compromise  all  and 
singular  the  differences,  controversies,  disputes,  and  claims,  which  subsist  between  the  said  State  and  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  relative  to  boundary,  and  to  establish  and  permanently  fix  a  boundary  between  the  two  States.  And 
the  said  State  of  Georgia  did  also  declare,  that  it  would,  at  all  times  thereafter,  ratily  and  confirm  all  and  whatso- 
ever the  said  last  mentioned  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  should  do  in  and  touching  the  premises,  and  that 
the  same  should  be  forever  binding  on  the  said  State  of  Georgia. 

Now  therefore  knoiv  ye.  That  the  underwritten  commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  respectively,  having,  by  mutual  consent,  assembled  at  the  town  of  Beaufort,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  this  present  month  of  April,  in  order  to  the  due  execution  of  their  respective  trusts; 
and  having  reciprocally  exchanged  and  considered  their  full  powers,  and  declared  the  same  legal,  and  forever  bind- 
ing on  both  States,  and  having  conferred  together  on  the  most  effectual  means  of  adjusting  the  differences  subsisting 
between  the  two  States,  ^nd  of  establishing,  and  permanently  fixing,  a  boundary  between  them,  have  agreed,  and  by 
these  presents  for,  and  in  behalf  of,  their  respective  States,  do  mutually  agree  to  the  following  articles:  that  is  to  say, 

Article  1.  The  most  northern  branch,  or  stream  of  the  river  Savannah,  from  tlie  sea,  or  mouth  of  such  stream, 
to  the  fork  or  confluence  of  the  rivers  now  called  Tugoloo  and  Keowee,  and  from  thence,  the  most  northern  branch 
or  stream  of  the  said  river  Tugoloo,  till  it  intersects  the  northern  boundaiy  line  of  South  Carolina,  if  the  said  branch 
or  stream  of  Tugoloo  extends  so  far  north,  reserving  all  the  'islands  in  the  said  rivers  Savannah  and  Tugoloo,  to 
Georgia;  but  if  the  head,  spring,  or  source  of  any  branch  or  stream  of  the  said  river  Tugoloo  does  not  extend  to  the 
north  boundary  line  of  South  Carolina,  then  a  west  line  to  the  Mississippi,  to  be  drawn  from  the  head,  spring,  or 
source  of  the  said  branch  or  stream  of  Tugoloo  river,  which  extends  to  the  highest  northern  latitude,  shall  forever 
hereafter  form  the  separation  limit  and  boundary  between  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  r  ^     , 

Art.  2.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Savannah,  at  and  from  the  bar  and  mouth,  along  the  northeast  side  of  Cock- 
spur  Island,  and  up  the  direct  course  of  the  main  northern  channel,  along  the  northern  side  of  Hutchinson's  Island, 
opposite  the  town  of  Savannah,  to  the  upper  qnd  of  the  said  island,  and  from  thence  up  the  bed,  or  principal  stream, 
of  the  said  river,  to  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Tugoloo  and  Keowee,  and  from  the  confluence  up  the  channel  of  the 
most  northern  stream  of  Tugoloo  river  to  its  source,  and  back  again  by  the  same  channel  to  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  henceforth  equally  free  to  the  citizens  of  both  States,  and  exempt  from  all  duties,  tolls, 
hindrance,  interruption,  or  molestation  whatsoever,  attempted  to  be  enforced  by  one  State  on  the  citizens  of  the 
other,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  river  Savannah  to  the  southward  of  the  foregoing  description  is  acknowledged  to  be  the 
exclusive  right  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Art.  3.  The  State  of  South  Carolina  shall  not,  hereafter,  claim  any  lands  to  the  eastward,  southward,  south- 
eastward, or  west,  of  the  boundary  above  established,  but  hereby  relinquishes  and  cedes  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  all 
the  right,  title,  and  claim,  which  the  said  State  of  South  Carolina  hath  to  the  government,  sovereignty,  and  jurisdic- 
tion in  and  over  the  same,  and  also  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  soil  from  the  native  Indians,  and  all  other  the 
estate,  property,  and  claim,  which  the  State  of  South  Carolina  hath  in  or  to  the  said  land. 

Art.  4.  The  State  of  Georgia  shall  not,  hereafter,  claim  any  lands  to  the  northward  or  northeastvvard  of  the 
boundary  above  established,  but  hereby  relinquishes  and  cedes  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  all  the  rights,  title, 
and  claim  which  the  said  State  of  Georgia  hath  to  the  government,  sovereignty,  and  jurisdiction  in  and  over  the 
same;  and  also  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  soil  from  the  native  Indians,  and  all  other  the  estate,  property,  and 
claim  which  the  State  of  Georgia  hath  in  or  to  the  said  lands. 

Art.  5.  The  lands  heretofore  granted  by  either  of  the  said  States,  between  the  forks  of  Tugoloo  and  Keowee, 
shall  be  the  private  property  of  the  first  grantees  and  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns,  and  the  grantees  of  any  of 
the  said  lands  under  the  State  of  Georgia  shall,  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  hereof,  cause  such  grants,  or 
authentic  copies  thereof,  ratified  under  the  seal  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  recorded  there,  and  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
so  recorded,  the  grantees  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  again,  from  the  said  Secretary,  their  respective  grants,  or  the 
copies  thereof,  whichsoever  may  have  been  so  deposited,  without  any  charge  or  fee  of  office  whatsoever,  and  every 
grant  which  shall  not,  or  of  which  the  copy  certified,  as  above  mentioned,  shall  not  be  so  deposited,  shall  be  adjudged 
void. 

Art.  6.  The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  do  not,  by  any  of  the  above  articles,  mean 

to  cede,  relinquish,  or  weaken,  the  right,  title,  and  claim,  of  any  of  the  individual  citizens  of  the  State  of  South 

Carolina  to  any  lands  situated  in  Georgia,  particularly  to  the  lands  situated  to  the  south  or  southwest  of  the  river 

Altamaha,  and  granted  during  the  administration  of  Governor  Boone^  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

9  p 
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sixty -three;  and  they  do  hereby  declare,  that  the  right  and  title  of  the  said  citizens  to  the  same  is,  and  ought  to  re- 
main, as  full,  strong,  and  effectual,  as  if  this  convention  had  not  been  made,  The  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  do  decline  entering  into  any  negotiation  relative  to  the  lands  mentioned  in  this  article,  as  they 
conceive  they  are  not  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  powers  delegated  to  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  Andrew  Pickens,  and  Pierce  Butler,  for  and  in 
behalf  ol  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  said  John  Habersham  and  Lachlan  M'Intosh,  for  and  in  be- 
half of  the  State  of  Georgia,  have,  to  these  presents,  and  a  duplicate  thereof,  both  indented  mterchangeably, 
set  their  hands  and  affixed  their  seals.  Done  at  Beaufort,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  in  the  eleventh  year 
of  the  inaependence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY,  [l.  s.] 
ANDREW  PICKENS,  [l.  s.j 

PIERCE  BUTLER,  [l.  s.] 

JOHN  HABERSHAM,  [l.  s.] 

LACHLAN  McINTOSH.       [l.  s.] 

THE  FULL  POWER  OF  THE  STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 
Georgia: 

By  the  Honorable  George  Matthews,  Esq.  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the 

State  aforesaid. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye.  That  John  Milton,  Esq.  who  hath  certified  the  annexed  copy  of  an  ordinance,  entitled  "  an  ordinance 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  boundaries  of  this  State  with  the  State  of  South  Carolina,"  is 
Secretary  of  the  said  State  in  whose  office  the  archives  of  the  same  are  deposited,  Therefore,  all  due  faith,  credit, 
and  authority,  are,  and  ought  to  be,  had  and  given  to  the  said  copy. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  great  seal  of  the  said  State  to  be  put  and 
affixed,  at  Augusta,  this  fourteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eiehtv  seven,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and  independence  the  eleventh. 

GEORGE  MATTHEWS,  [l.  s.] 
By  His  Honor's  command. 

J.  Milton,  Secretary. 

AN  ORDINANCE  to  appoint  commissioners  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  boundaries  of  this  State  with  the  State  of  South  CaroUna. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  John  Houston,  John  Habersham,  and  General  Lachlan  M'Intosh,  Esquires,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners,  and  invested  with  full  and  absolute  power  and  authority  in  behalf  of  this 
State,  to  settle  and  compromise  all  and  singular  the  differences,  controversies,  disputes,  and  claims,  which  subsist 
between  this  State  and  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  relative  to  boundary,  and  to  establish,  and  permanently  fix,  a 
boundary  between  the  two  States.  And  this  State  shall  and  will,  at  all  times  hereafter,  ratify  and  confirm  all  and 
whatsoever  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  do  in  and  touching  the  premises,  and  the  same  shall 
be  forever  binding  on  this  State:  Provided,  always,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina should  have  as  extensive  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  said  State  as  are  hereby  vested  in  the  commissioners  of 
this  State. 

Augusta,  February  10,  1787. 

By  order  of  th':  House. 

WILLIAM  GIBBONS,  Speaker. 

Georgia,  Secretary's  Office,  February  14, 1787. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  taken  from  the  original  ordinance  deposited  in  my  office. 

JOHN  MILTON,  Secretary. 

THE  FULL  POWER  OF  THE  STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

State  of  South  Carolina: 

By  His  Excellency  Thomas  Pinckney,  Esq.  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  State  aforesaid. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting  : 

Know  ye,  That  the  Honorable  John  Julius  Pringle,  Esq.,  who  certifies  that  the  resolres  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  State,  hereunto  annexed,  are  true  copies  from  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  is  Speaker  of  the 
said  House  of  Representatives;  and  that  Peter  Freneau,  Esq.,  who  certifies  the  copy  of  an  ordinance  of  this  State, 
also  hereunto  annexed,  to  be  truly  taken  from  the  original  of  record  in  the  Secretary's  office,  is  Secretary  of  the 
said  State  of  South  Carolina:  Therefore,  all  due  faith,  credit,  and  authority,  is  and  ought  to  be  had  and  given  to 
their  proceedings  and  certificates  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  to  be  affixed  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  in  the 
city  of  Charleston,  this  fourteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  and  of  the  sovereignty  aud  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eleventh. 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY,  [l.  s.] 
By  His  Excellency's  command. 

Peter  Freneau,  Secretary. 

AN  ORDINANCE  to  appoint  commissioners  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  boundaries  of  this  State  with  the  States  of  Georgia  and 
North  Carolina,  and  to  authorize  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  appoint  agents  to  act  in  behalf  of  tliis  State  at  the  Federal 
Court,  in  the  controversy  between  this  State  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  relative  to  boundary. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  now  met  and  sitting  in  General  As- 
sembly, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  three  commissioners  be  chosen,  by  joint  ballot,  of  the  Legislature, 
which  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them  then  chosen,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  invested  \vith  full  and  abso- 
lute power  and  authority,  in  behalf  of  this  State,  to  settle  and  compromise  all  and  singular  the  differences,  contro- 
versies, disputes,  and  claims,  which  subsist  between  this  State  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  relative  to  boundary,  and 
to  establish  and  permanently  fix  a  boundary  between  the  two  States;  and  this  State  shall  and  will  at  all  times  here- 
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after  ratify  and  confirm  all  and  whatsoever  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  thera,  shall  do  in  and  touch- 
ing the  premises,  and  the  same  shall  be  forever  binding  on  this  State:  Provided,  always.  That  the  commissioners  to 
be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Georgia  shall  have  as  extensive  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  are 
above  vested  in  the  commissioners  of  this  State;  and,  as  it  may  so  happen  that  the  said  commissioners  may  not  be  able 
to  settle  and  compromise  the  above  difterences,  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  the  same  decided  by  a  Federal  court. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  his  excellency  the  Governor,  or  the  Commander-in-chief  for  the 
time  being,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  prosecute  the  claim,  and  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  this  State  in  the  Federal  court,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  do,  transact,  perform,  and  execute,  all 
and  every  such  matter  and  things  touching  the  same,  as  shall  be  requisite  and  necessary;  and  this  State  shall  and 
■will,  at  all  times  hereafter,  ratify  and  confirm  what  shall  be  so  done,  transacted,  performed,  and  executed,  ind  be 
it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  three  commissioners  be  chosen,  by  joint  ballot,  of  the  Legisla- 
ture; which  cominissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  when  chosen,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  invested  with  full  and 
absolute  power  and  authority  in  behalf  of  this  State,  to  settle  and  compromise  ail  and  singular  the  differences,  contro- 
versies, and  disputes,  and  claims,  which,  subsist  between  this  State  and  (he  State  of  North  Carolina,  relative  to  boun- 
dary, and  to  establish,  and  permanently  fix,  a  boundary  between  the  two  last  mentioned  States;  and  this  State  shall 
and  will,  at  all  times  hereafter,  ratify  and  confirm  all  and  whatsoever  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  do  in  and  touching  the  premises,  and  the  same  shall  be  forever  binding  on  this  State:  Provided,  always,  That 
the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  shall  have  as  extensive  powers  vested  in  them  by 
that  State,  as  are  hereby  vested  in  the  commissioners  of  this  State.  Jind  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  his  excellency  the  Governor,  or  Commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
empowered  to  draw  upon  the  treasury  for  any  sum  or  suirjs,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  reasonable 
expenses  of  the  said  commissioners,  and  for  the  carrying  this  ordinance  into  full  execution. 

In  the  Senate  House,  this  twenty-second  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eiglity- 
six,  and  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JOHN  LLOYD,  President  of  the  Senate. 
JOHN  FAUCHEREAUD  GRIMKE, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

State  of  South  Carolina,  Secretary's  Office. 
1  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  ordinance  of  record  in  this  office. 

•  •  PETER  FRENEAU,  Secretary. 

April  U,  1787. 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  Setiate  desiring  their  attendance  in  this  House,  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  three 
commissioners,  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  boundaries  of  this  State  with  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  Senate  accord- 
ingly attended  and  voted  with  this  House  for  the  said  commissioners;  upon  casting  up  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 
the  following  gentlemen,  viz:  Brigadier  General  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  Brigadier  General  Andrew  Pickens, 
and  Major  Pierce  Butler,  had  a  majority  of  votes  of  the  members  present;  Mr.  Speaker  thereupon  declared 
the  said  gentlemen  to  be  duly  elected  commissioners  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  boundaries  of  this  State  with  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  exactly  copied  from  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

^    .  JOHN  J.  PRINGLE,  Speaker. 

Charleston,  ^pn7  14,  1787. 

'  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  23,  1787. 
On  motion, 

Whereas,  the  Legislature  of  this  State  have  received  information  that  the  State  of  Georgia  has  re-granted  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  land,  the  property  of  some  of  the  citizens  of  this  State,  and  which  lands  were  originally 
granted  to  them  in  the  year  1763, and  confirmed  by  the  King  in  Council,  whilst  this  State  and  Georgia  acknowledged 
the  sovereignty  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain:  Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  commissioners  lor  settling  the  boundaries 
between  this  State  and  the  State  of  Georgia  do  use  their  endeavors  to  have  that  business  amicably  settled,  and 
the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  reorganized  by  the  State  of  Georgia:  Ordered,  That  the  resolution  be  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  their  concurrence. 

By  order  of  the  House. 

JOHN  SANFORD  DART,  CTA/^.o//?eps. 

In  the  Senate,  March  23,  1787. 
Resolved,  That  this  House  do  concur  with  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 
Ordered,  That  the  resolufion  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
By  order  of  the  Senate . 

FELIS  WARLEY,  C.  S. 

Charleston,  .Ipril  14,  1787. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  extracted  truly  from  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

JOHN  J.  PRINGLE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

State  of  South  Carolina,  Secretary's  Office,  July  23d,  1787. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing,  contained  on  eight  pages  of  this,  are  true  copies  taken  from  the  original  con- 
vention between  this  State  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  full  powers  of  the  said  States  thereunto  annexed. 

PETER  FRENEAU,  Secretary. 

Office  for  Trade,  Whitehall,  September  25,  1795. 
Sir:  ,  , 

I  now  proceed  with  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  such  information,  with  regard  to  the  questions  which 
Mr.  Attorney  General  Bradford  desired  you  to  ask  me  about  the  boundaries  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  it  is 
in  my  power  to  give,  in  so  limited  a  time,  amidst  the  pressure  of  other  business. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  make  some  preliminary  observations,  before  I  answer  the  main  question;  namely,  "  whether 
the  lands  west  of  the  Ocmulgee  belonged  to  Georgia  or  to  South  Carolina;  and  whether. they  have  at  any  time  been 
placed  by  the  crown  under  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  Government." 

When  the  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and  Spain  was  negotiated,  in  1604,  there  was  an  attempt  made  to 
settle  the  pretensions  of  the  two  powers  in  America:  but,  as  the  two  parties  could  not  agree,  either  upon  the  facts  or 
the  principles,  which  applied  to  the  point,  it  was  prudently  resolved  to  pass  over  in  silence  what  could  not  be  adjust- 
ed in  the  treaty  by  adequate  words.  At  that  epoch,  England  had  not  any  colonies  in  America.  Colonization,  how- 
ever, immediately  began :  and  before  the  year  1670,  all  the  principal  colonies  were  settled.  It  was  in  1670  that  England 
and  Spain  entered  into  stipulations  for  composing  differences  in  America,  which  stipulations  have  since  been  called 
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the  American  Treaty.  It  was  the  7th  article  of  that  treaty,  which  stipulated  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his 
subjects  should  remain  in  possession  of  what  they  then  possessed  in  the  M'est  Indies  and  America.  In  every  sub- 
sequent period,  the  American  treaty  of  1670  was  appealed  to  in  the  disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  as  to 
the  boundaries  of  Carolina  and  Florida,  though  there  seems  to  have  been  no  document  which,  on  either  side,  applied  the 
fact  to  the  principle.  Those  disputes  were  trcquent,  during  the  reigns  of  George  I.  and  George  IL  from  1714  to  1731: 
and  it  was  referred  by  the  treaty  of  Seville,  1729,  to  commissaiies  to  settle,  among  other  points,  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  Florida,  which  was  to  be  the  southern  limit  of  Carolina.  But  no  settlement  was  ever  made  till  Florida  was 
ceded  to  GreatBritain  by  Spain,  at  the  peace  of  1703.  These  circumstances  explain  sufficiently  the  reasons  of  keeping 
a  small  post  on  the  southern  point  of  Cumberland  island,  where  the  river  St.  Mary's  mingles  its  waters  with  theoceanj 
in  order  to  retain  the  possessions  of  the  debatable  ground,  \'A-\\c\\  neither  party  would  relinquish  or  define.  [On 
this  point,  see  the  papers  marked  A-  Nos.  1  and  3.  ]  This  post  became  still  more  necessary,  if  the  principle  of  retain- 
ing debatable  ground  be  right,  after  the  grant  of  Georgia,  which  fixed  its  southern  boundary  by  the  most  southern 
stream  of  the  river  Altamaha:  for  this  had  been  construed  by  Spain  as  a  relinquishment  of  the  territory  between  the 
rivers  Altamaha  and  St.  Mary's.  .  .     .  ,      .  ,      ^  , 

The  other  preliminary  observations,  which  I  beg  to  submit,  is,  that  the  right  of  the  erown  to  divide  and  subdi- 
vide its  American  territories  (for  which  charters  had  not  been  granted  to  proprietors)  is  one  of  the  clearest  princi- 
ples in  colonial  jurisprudence.  And  the  history  of  the  thirteen  colonies,  from  the  successive  settlement  of  «ach,to 
the  epoch  of  the  independence  of  all,  is  a  demonstration  of  the  general  principle,  which  is  the  solid  basis  whereon 
the  United  States  rest  in  full  stability,  as  to  boundaries. 

I  now  proceed  to  more  minute  observation,  both  as  to  fact  and  principles.  In  the  year  1719,  the  people  ot 
South  Carolina  revolted  against  their  proprietors.  In  the  subsequent  year,  Francis  Nicholson  was  appointed  by  the 
crown  provisional  Governor  of  Soutli  Carolina,  upon  a  recital  of  mismanagements.  Neither  his  commission  nor 
instructions  gave  him  any  power  to  grant  lands;  because  the  right  to  the  soil  was  still  in  the  proprietors.  It  was  in 
his  time  that  a  fort  was  built  at  the  fork  of  the  Altamaha  in  order  to  preserve  the  possession  of  the  country  thus 
far  to  the  southward.  In  1729,  the  proprietors  of  Carolina  surrendered  the  sovereignty,  and  seven-eighth  parts  of  the 
soil  to  the  crown,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  2.  Geo.  II.  chap.  34.  The  deed  of  surrender  was 
enrolled  in  chancery,  and  remains  in  the  chapel  of  the  Rolls.  [A  copy  from  the  roll  has  been  obtained,  and  is  marked 
B.l  Lord  Grenville  soon  after  proposed  to  surrender  his  one-eighth:  but,  as  the  parties  could  not  agree,  his  share 
was  located  in  after  times  along  the  northern  boundary  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  confines  of  Virginia. 

It  was  in  December,  1729,  that  Robert  Johnson  was  appointed  royal  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  with  the  full 
authority  of  Captain  General  and  Commander-in-chief,  in  the  room  of  Nicholson.  This  commission  extends 
over  South  Carolina,  without  expressing  any  boundaries,  supposing  that  the  country  and  its  limits  were  known 
and  ascertained.  This  indefinite  mode  of  expression,  which  continued  to  the  present  reign,  gave  rise  to  the  mi^ 
chiefs  of  uncertainty,  and,  in  fact,  is  the  cause  of  the  present  inquiry.  Governor  Johnson  was  also  empowered  to 
grant  lands  on  particular  terms.  The  Governor's  authority  on  this  head,  and  instructions,  which,  as  they  remained 
unaltered  to  the  year  1763,  and  furnished  much  matter  for  this  inquiry,  may  be  seen  in  the  papers  marked  H  Nos. 
1  and  2.  Governor  Johnson  was  also  instructed  to  re-establish  a  deserted  post  on  the  Altamaha,  so  as  to  preserve 
the  navigation  of  the  river.  t*  •  •  i  <-,  •     ■ 

It  was  in  the  year  1730,  that  an  application  was  made  to  the  British  Government,  on  a  principle  of  charity,  for  a 
grant  of  lands  in  Carolina,  and  conceded  in  1731,  ona  principle  of  policy.  The  charter  of  Georgia  was  granted  in 
1732  in  order  to  form  a  barrier  to  South  Carolina.  ■  The  Board  of  Trade  settled  deliberately  the  boundaries  of  Geor- 
gia, on  the  north,  by  the  northern  stream  of  the  river  Savannah;  on  the  south,  by  the  most  southern  stream  of  the  Al- 
tatnaha;  and  westward,  iiom  the  heads  of  the  said  rivers  respectively,  in  direct  lines  to  the  South  Seas.  The  context 
and  common  sense  require  that  the  west  lines  should  be  run  from  the  heads  of  the  north  stream  of  the  Savannah,  and 
from  the  head  of  the  most  southern  stream  of  the  Altamaha.  And  the  context  and  common  sense  equally  reject  all 
other  points,  from  whence  to  run  the  west  lines  to  the  South  Sea,  than  the  heads,  not  of  the  Savannah  and  Altamaha, 
but  from  the  heads  of  the  north  sfreamof  the  one  river  and  of  the  most  southern  stream  of  the  other-  The  context  and 
common  sense  are  supported  by  the  fact,  that  it  was  known,  at  the  epoch  of  the  Georgia  grant,  that  its  boundaries 
on  the  north  and  south  had  more  streams  than  one,  and  consequently  had  forks.  There  had  been  a  fort,  or  post, 
at  the  great  fork  of  the  Altamaha,  for  some  years  before.  A  small  map,  which  was  prefixed  to  a  quarto  pamphlet, 
that  was  published  at  London,  in  1733,  entitled  "  Reasons  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia,"  exhibits  distinctly 
the/or/t  of  the  Altamaha.  In  none  of  the  inquiries,  or  reasonings  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  at  any  period,  is  it  ever 
supposed,  that  the  west  lines  before  mentioned,  were  to  run  from  any  other  point  than  the  head  of  the  most  southern 
stream  of  the  Altamaha,  and  the  head  of  the  north  stream  of  the  Savannah.  Add  to  all  these,  the  State  of  Georgia,  as 
attested  upon  oath  by  several  inhabitants  of  Georgia,  at  Savannah,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1740.  [See  the  papers 
marked  C.  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  for  proofs  of  the  facts.] 

The  trustees  of  Georgia  applied  to  the  crown  for  directions  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  both  to  record 
their  charter  and  to  help  their  settlers.  An  additional  instruction  was  thereupon  sent  to  Governor  Johnson  for  that 
effect,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1732.  [See  the  paper  D.]  This  may  be  deemed  legal  notice  of  the  charter  of 
Georgia;  of  the  settlement  under  it;  and  of  the  retraction  of  the  southern  boundary  of  South  Carolina.  In  fact, 
the  Government  of  South  Carolina  did  receive  kindly  the  colonists  of  Georgia;  did  effectually  help  the  settlers,  who 
began  to  form  their  principal  town  on  the  1st  of  February,  1733,  under  the  direction  of  Oglethorpe.  It  is  moreover 
to  be  observed  that,  as  Governor  Johnson  had  been  instructed  to  lay  out  certain  townships  on  the  rivers  Savannah 
and  Altamaha,  this  instruction  was  withdrawn  after  the  establishment  of  Georgia,  when  he  received  contrary  in- 
structions. .,.,..._. 

It  is  material  to  state  that  the  power  ol  commanding  the  militia  ot  Georgia  was  reserved  to  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina,  as  the  King's  officer:  yet,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1737,  James  Oglethorpe  was  appointed  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  troops,  both  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia;  and  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  was  thereupon 
ordered  not  to  meddle  with  the  General's  command.  Oglethorpe  was  ordered  to  keep  possession  of  the  country 
which  had  been  granted  by  the  charters  of  Carolina.  These  facts  evince  that,  when  Oglethorpe,  during  the  Spa- 
nish war,  which  was  ended  by  the  peace  of  1748,  marched  with  troops  southward  of  the  Altamaha,  and  built  forts 
on  the  lands  between  that  river  and  the  river  St.  Mary's,  he  acted  as  the  King's  General,  and  not  as  Governor  of 
Georgia.  If  it  be  asked  whose  lands  they  were,  which  lay  between  the  rivers  Altamaha  and  St.  Mary's,  the  an- 
swer must  be,  that  Great  Britain  and  Spain  were  fighting  for  them.  The  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  left  the  title 
upon  the  same  footing  as  it  had  been  left  by  the  American  treaty  of  1670.  The  right  to  those  debatable  lands  was 
in  the  crown.  The  claim  of  the  proprietors  of  Carolina  no  longer  existed.  The  power  of  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina  could  only  arise  from  the  King's  commission  and  instruction.  The  formal  communication  of  the  charter 
of  Georgia  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  was  a  formal  supercession  of  his  commission  and  instructions,  as  to 
the  country  within  its  limits.  There  does  not  appear,  indeed,  any  formal  supercession  of  the  authority  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  South  Carolina,  with  regard  to  the  country  on  the  south  of  the  river  Altamaha,  except  as  to  the  power  of  the 
sword,  which  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  Oglethorpe.  Whether  the  establishment  of  Georgia,  and  the  proceed- 
ings which  followed  in  consequence  thereof,  were  a  virtual  supercession  of  the  power  of  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina,  as  to  the  country  on  the  south  of  the  Altamaha,  is  a  point  for  consideration. 

The  charter  of  Georgia,  and  the  powers  of  Government,  which  were  thereby  conferred,  were  established  only 
for  a  limited  time.  This  term  expired  in  1752,  when  the  trustees  surrendered  to  the  crown  what  had  been  confer- 
red by  the  charter.  [See  the  paper  E.  ]  And  a  royal  government  was  soon  after  established  over  the  same  country, 
within  the  same  limits,  with  the  usual  powers  of  the  royal  governments.  ■       •         /a 

Events  are  now  coming  forward  which  throw  additional  light  on  the  present  inquiry.  One  Grfiy,  a  Virginian  by 
birth,  and  an  enthusiast  in  principle,  after  acting  a  busy  part  in  the  first  Assembly  which  met  in  Georgia,  passed  the 
river  Altamaha  in  1756,  and  settled,  with  a  few  followers,  near  the  river  St.  Mary's.  Governor  Ellis,  ot  Georgia,  per- 
suaded Grey  not  to  put  himself  under  the  protection  of  Spain,  and  gave  him  a  license  to  settle  on  the  south  of  the 
river  Altamaha.  The  Spaniards  of  St.  Augustine  regarded  Grey  with  their  usual  jealousy.  When  the  British 
ministers,  who  tlien  wished  to  conciliate  Spain,  heard  of  those  transactions  of  Grey,  they  expressed  the  greatest 
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discontent.  They  blamed  Governor  Ellis  for  giving  him  a  license  to  settle  without  his  jurisdiction.  The  proceed^ 
ings  of  Grey,  who  acted  without  authority  from  any  Power,  were  considered  as  of  very  dangerous  consequence. 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  sent  orders  to  Governor  Ellis  of  Georgia,  and  Governor  Lyttleton  of  South  Carolina,  to  remove 
Grey  by  force,  if  he  did  not  remove  by  fairness.  In  1759,  Governor  Ellis  appointed  one  Powel,  and  Governor 
Lyttleton  named  one  Hern,  as  commissioners  to  communicate  those  orders  to  Grey,  and  to  persuade  him  and  his 
followers  to  obey.  Grey  did  make  a  show  of  obedience;  but  he  returned  ere  long  to  his  first  settlement.  Governor 
Wright  of  Georgia  communicated,  in  1761,  to  the  British  ministers  minute  information  of  the  proceedings  of  Grey 
and  his  follflwers:  but  the  part  which  Spain  liad  now  taken  with  France  made  the  British  Government  less  zealous 
to  enforce  their  first  orders,  by  removing  Grey  from  the  situation  which  he  had  chosen  for  himself,  without  the  pro- 
per jurisdiction  of  any  colony.     [See  the  papers  marked  F,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4.] 

In  January,  1762,  war  was  declared  against  Spain.  The  preliminary  articles  of  peace  were  announced  in  De- 
cember, 1762.  The  knowledge  that  Spain  was  thereby  to  cede  Florida  to  Great  Britain,  was  received  in  South  Ca- 
rolina early  in  the  subsequent  year. 

During  the  same  moment,  wherein  the  British  Government  were  considering  in  what  manner  it  might  be  ad- 
visable to  dispose  of  the  British  acquisitions  by  the  peace,  a  measure  was  adopted  at  Charleston,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, for  monopolizing  the  lands  on  the  south  of  the  river  Altamaha.  Governor  Wright,  when  he  heard  of  that 
purpose,  sent  Grey  Elliott,  one  of  his  council,  to  Charleston,  in  order  to  enter  a  caveat  and  protest  against  that 
measure,  as  inconsistent  with  the  King's  intentions,  and  as  injurious  to  Georgia.  This  protest  was  treated  with 
disregard.  The  Board  of  Trade  soon  heard  of  those  transactions;  and  the  Board  hastened  to  declare  its  disapproba- 
tion, and  to  give  its  directions  that  no  charters  should  be  issued  tor  any  lands  which  might  have  been  surveyed,  un- 
der warrants  from  South  Carolina,  for  lands  on  the  south  of  the  river  Altamaha.  The  orders  of  the  Board  came 
too  late.  The  surveys  had  been  made,  and  charters  had  issued  thereon,  before  the  disapprobation  and  directions 
of  the  Board  arrived.  The  Governor  of  South  Carolina  wrote  an  apology  for  his  conduct,  and  was  afterwards  heard 
in  justification  of  proceedings  which  the  Board  of  Trade  deemed  unwarrantable.  [See  the  papers  marked  G,  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6.] 

The  Board  of  Trade,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1763,  applied  to  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  for  their  opinion,  whe- 
ther the  grants  of  land  to  the  southward  of  the  river  Altamaha,  by  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  were  valid  in  law.  The  documents  which  were  laid  before  the  crown  lawyers,  were  the  protest  of 
the  Governor  of  Georgia,  before  mentioned;  the  two  charters  of  Carolina;  the  statute  of  the  2d  Geo.  11.  ch.  34;  an 
extract  of  that  part  of  the  commission  to  Governor  Johnson,  in  1729,  authorizing  him  to  grant  lands,  which  had 
continued  the  same  to  all  succeeding  Governors;  [See  the  papers  H,  Nos.  1,  2,]  the  Secretary  of  State's  «rder, 
dated  the  10th  of  June,  1758,  for  removing  Grey  and  his  followers  from  their  settlements  on  the  south  of  the  Al- 
tamaha; "a  country,  which  the  Board  were  pleased  to  add,  it  does  not  appear  the  province  of  South  Carolina  has 
at  any  time  exercised  any  jurisdiction  in,  or  taken  any  possession  of,  either  while  it  was  under  the  government  of 
the  proprietors,  or  since  it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  crown;"  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Attorney  and  Solici- 
tor General  ever  gave  any  opinion. 

The  Board  of  Trade  seem  at  one  time  to  have  resolved  to  vacate,  by  some  process  at  law,  those  unwarrantable 
grants.  They,  however,  finally  determined  to  admit  virtually,  bat  not  positively,  their  validity  in  point  of  law, 
and  to  endeavor  fo  prevent  the  mischief  of  them,  since  they  could  not  abrogate  v/hat  had  been  improvidentiy  done- 
They  ordered  transcripts  of  the  said  grants  to  be  sent  by  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  recorded  in  the  proper  offices  of  Georgia.  These  improvident  grants  were  thus,  in  some 
measure,  legalized,  and  incorporated  into  the  system  of  Georgia.     [See  the  papers  marked  I,  Nos.  1  and  2.] 

The  peace  of  1763  was  scarcely  concluded  when  the  British  Government  began  to  deliberate  how  to  make  the 
most  of  her  acquisitions  by  the  war.  On  t(ie  8th  of  June  the  Board  of  Trade  made  a  representation  as  to  the  state 
of  Florida  and  the  neighboring  lands.  The  country,  between  the  rivers  Altamaha  and  St.  Mary's,  was  placed  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  C^eorgia.  The  northern  boundary  of  the  province  of  East  Florida  was,  in  the  end,  settled  to 
be  the  river  St.  Mary's,  from  the  sea  to  its  source,  and  from  its  source  westward,  to  that  part  of  the  Appalachicola 
where  the  Chattahoochee  and  Flint  rivers  meet.  The  northern  line  of  the  province  of  West  Florida  was  at  first  fixed 
to  be  in  the  latitude  of  31  degrees  north;  but,  upon  a  representation  that  this. latitude  was  to  the  southward  of  Mo- 
bile itself,  a  new  boundary  was  settled  in  March,  1764,  so  as  to  bound  West  Florida  on  the  north  by  a  line,  drawn 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  where  it  unites  with  the  Mississippi,  due  east  to  the  river  Appalachicola.  In  Lieuten- 
ant Hutchin's  map  of  the  west  parts  of  Virginia,  Carolina,  Georgia,  &c-  published  in  1778.  he  takes  notice  that  the 
Yazoo  is  the  north  boundary  of  West  Florida,  but  he  states  erroneously  the  junction  of  that  river  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  be  in  latitude  32^  30',  which  is  nine  minutes  too  far  to  the  southward,  as  indeed  all  (he  maps  place  the 
junction  of  the  Yazoo  too  far  to  the  southward.     [See  the  papers  marked  K,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4.] 

The  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  definitive  treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  were  both  signed  on  the  same  day,  viz:  the  3d  of  September,  1783.  By  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  Great  Britain  ceded  to  Spain  East  Florida  and  West  Florida,  without  any  signification  of  boundaries, 
which  Spain  will  contend,  I  presume,  must  be  the  existing  limits,  at  the  date  of  the  treaty.  By  the  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  Great  Britain  ceded  to  the  country  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  as  far  southward  as  the  31st 
degree  of  north  latitude.  Mr.  Faden,  the  King's  geographer,  assures  me  that  it  appears,  from  an  accurate  observa- 
tion made  by  the  late  George  Gaul,  who  surveyed  West  Florida  for  the  British  Government,  that  the  junction  of 
the  Yazoo  with  the  Mississippi  is  in  latitude  32°  39'.  Here,  then,  is  a  li-.ir  field  of  a  degree  and  three  quarters  for 
contending  nations  to  fight  upon. 

AUovv  me,  now,  to  make  a  few  cursory  remarks  for  the  purpose  of  recapitulation: 

1st.  There  are  no  documents  which  can  show  the  heads  of  the  rivers  Altamaha  and  the  Savannah  to  be  other 
than  what  the  chaiter  and  commissions  make  thern  to  be,  as  I  have  already  shown.  Every  document  proves  that  the 
heads  of  those  rivers  were  not  at  the  fork  of  the  Altamaha,  where  the  Oconee  and  Ocmulgee  meet,  nor  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Tugoloo  and  the  Keowee,  but  at  the  head  of  the  northern  stream  of  the  one,  and  the  head  of  the  southern 
stream  of  the  other. 

2d.  There  are  no  maps,  which  had  belonged  to  the  trustees  of  Georgia,  in  the  collections  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
It  was  never  considered  by  the  British  Government  that  the  country  annexed  to  Georgia,  in  1763,  was  bounded  on 
the  west  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  junction  of  the  Oconee  and  Ocmulgee:  on 
the  contrary,  the  British  Government  considered  the  south  boundary  of  Georgia  to  be  the  north  boundary  of  the  two 
Floridas  as  far  as  the  Mississippi.  The  British  geographers  have  always  formed  the  boundaries  of  Georgia  on  this 
principle  of  extending  it  westward  to  the  river  Mississippi.  There  was  a  boundary  line  run  and  established,  in 
1769,  between  Georgia  and  the  Creek  Indians,  which,  passing  in  a  northern  direction  across  the  frontiers  of  Georgia, 
has  induced  som6  of  the  map  makers  to  draw  a  line  in  the  same  northern  direction,  and  which  has  sometimes  been 
mistaken  for  the  western  boundary  of  Georgia.  There  is  a  map  of  the  Creek  line,  before  mentioned,  among  the 
papers  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  it  does  not  apply  to  the  question. 

3d.  The  boundary  of  West  Florida  was  not  only  extended  northward  to  the  31st  degree,  in  1763,  but,  in  1764,  to 
32°  and  39',  as  I  have  before  stated.  This  leads  me  to  remark  what  will  throw  great  light  on  the  whole  subject.  The 
junction  of  the  Yazoo  with  the  Mississippi  being  fixed  by  the  British  Government,  who  had  a  right  to  do  so,  as  the 
north  line  of  West  Florida,  and  this  junction  being  in  latitude  32°  and  39',  an  east  line  projected  from  the  junction 
of  the  Yazoo  would  cross  the  Savannah  river  near  Hutchin's  ferry,  as  the  same  is  laid  down  in  Faden's  map  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  1780.  These  positions  leave  a  very  narrow  frontier  to  Georgia,  contrary  to  what  was 
intended  by  the  British  Government  when  that  boundary  was  settled.  The  extent  of  this  frontier  can  only  be,  ac- 
cording to  those  premises,  from  the  point  where  the  latitude  of  32°  39'  intersects  the  meridian  of  the  head  of  the 
northern  stream  of  the  Savannah  river,  northward  to  the  head  of  the  northern  stream  of  Savannah. 

4th.  "  With  respect  to  the  great  question,  whether  the  lands  west  of  Ocmulgee  belonged  to  Georgia  or  to  South 
Carolina,^ after  the  grant  of  Georgia,  and  whether  they  have,  at  any  time,  been  placed  by  the  crown  under  the  juris- 
diction of  any  other  Government,"  I  take  the  liberty  to  answer,  1st.  That  the  lands  lying  westward  of  the  Ocmul- 
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gee  did  not  belong  to  Georgia  after  the  granting  of  the  charter;  because,  the  Ocraulgee  being  the  southern  stream  of 
the  Altamaha,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  crown  when  the  charter  was  granted,  the  Ocmulgee  must  be  taken  as 
the  soutii  boundary  of  Georgia,  the  western  extent  of  which  was  to  run  to  the  South  sea  from  the  head  of  that  southern 
stream. 

2d.  The  surrender  of  the  rights  of  the  proprietors  to  the  crown  in  1729,  and  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, were  supposed  to  suppress  the  charters  granted  to  them,  and  to  re-invest  in  the  crown  any  title  which  they 
could  claim  under  them.  The  new  right,  which  the  crown  had  thus  acquired,  was  soon  exerted  in  the  establishment 
of  Georgia.  Georgia  was  settled  upon  the  very  principle  of  being  a  southern  frontier  to  Carolina.  The  northern 
stream  of  the  Savannah  river  was  virtually  made  the  southern  boundary  of  South  Carolina.  The  British  Govern- 
ment, from  this  epoch,  never  considered  Carolina,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  lie  to  the  southward  of  Georgia. 

3d.  The  country  on  the  south  and  west  of  Ocmulgee  was,  from  1732  to  1763,  considered  by  the  crown  as  its 
waste  territories,  which  were  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  which,  for  that  reason,  had  never 
been  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  any  colonial  Government  In  fact,  neither  the  Governor  nor  Legislature  of 
South  Carolina  ever  performed  any  act  of  jurisdiction  over  those  debatable  lands  from  1732  to  1763. 

4th.  The  grants,  which  were  made  of  some  of  those  lands  by  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  in  1763,  were 
made  in  opposition  to  a  strong  protest  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia;  were  made  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the 
crown;  and  they  were  made  unwarrantably,  as  the  Board  of  Trade  thought  and  declared.  Whether  the  law  officers 
of  the  crown  declined  to  give  their  opinion  of  the  legality  or  illegality,  of  those  unwarrantable  grants,  from  design,  or 
accident,  does  not  appear:  the  Board  of  Trade  virtually  admitted  their  legality,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  settlement. 
Had  ejectments  been  brought  for  the  recovery  of  the  lands  thus  granted,  in  the  courts  of  Georgia,  where  they  must 
have  been  brought,  the  judges  and  juries  of  Georgia  had  declared  those  grants  to  be  illegal. 

I  have  now  discussed,  in  the  best  manner  that  I  am  able,  from  the  documents  belonging  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  from  other  notices,  the  several  points,  as  to  which  Mr.  Attorney  General  Bradford  desired  information:  and 
I  beg  to  refer  to  the  several  papers,  which  I  have  quoted,  as  the  proper  vouchers;  and  which  will  be  found  to  be  the 
same  papers,  whereof  Mr.  Attorney  Bradford  requested  to  have  certified  copies.  If  the  researchj  which  I  have 
made  with  pleasure,  shall  be  found  to  be  answerable  to  his  wishes,  this  agreeable  consideration  wdl  be  my  best 
reward.  You  were  indeed  so  good  as  to  mention,  in  your  letter  to  me,  that  a  compensation  would  be  made  me  for 
my  services.  I  must,  however,  desire  you  to  believe,  that  the  only  compensation  which  I  can  receive,  is  the  real 
satisfaction  of  showing  my  desire  of  usefulness,  and  of  demonstrating  to  the  United  States  the  liberality  of  those 
who  are  connected  witn  the  British  Government. 

I  embrace  the  opportunity,  which  this  business  gives  me,  of  assuring  you  of  the  sincere  respect  wherewith  I  very 
truly  am, 

Your  most  faithful  and  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  CHALMERS. 

To  Samuel  BataRd,  Esq.  4"C.  4'C- 

P- 

Note  from  Judge  Pendleton.,  of  Georgia,  in.  respect  to  the  north  boundary  of  Florida. 

It  appears  by  what  has  transpired  of  the  negotiations  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  that  our  commis- 
sioners, as  well  as  those  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  treaty  of  1783,  took  the  boundaries  of  East  and  West  Florida  as 
laid  down  in  the  proclamation  of  the  King  of  England,  dated  the  7th  of  October,  1763,  to  have  been  the  true  boun- 
daries of  those  provinces  when  they  were  finally  confirmed  to  Spain  in  1783.  Mr.  Jeflferson,  I  understand,  after  all 
his  inquiries  on  the  subject,  takes  the  same  proclamation  as  the  foundation  of  our  right  to  extend  to  the  latitude  of 
31°  north.  All  our  writers  on  that  subject,  that  I  have  seen,  and  all  our  maps,  state  31°  as  our  southern  boundary, 
from  the  same  authority.  The  fact  is,  that  this  remained  but  for  a  short  time  the  northern  boundary  of  West  Flo- 
rida. In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1764,  Governor  Johnstone,  the  first  British  Governor  of  that  province,  obtained 
an  extension  of  its  northern  boundary,  and  a  new  commission  was  sent  him.  On  ttie  first  of  November,  1764,  Go- 
vernor Johnstone  published,  by  proclamation,  his  instructions  for  settling  the  province,  in  which  he  describes  the 
northern  boundary  of  West  Florida  to  be  "  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  the  confluence  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
river  Yazoo,  which  lies  in  thirty-four  degrees  north  latitude,  to  the  river  Appalachicola,  or  Chattahoochee."  The 
commissions  of  Governor  Elliott,*  who  succeeded  Johnstone,  and  Chester,  who  succeeded  Elliott,  all  fixed  on 
the  same  boundaries,  and  they  granted  near  one  million  of  acres  of  the  lands  lying  north  of  the  latitude  thirty-one 
to  individuals.  It  seems  probable  that  neither  Mr.  Jeft'erson  nor  the  Spanish  ministers  were  apprized  of  this  exten- 
sion of  the  boundaries  of  West  Florida,  but  have  taken  them  to  be  as  they  were  by  the  proclamation  of  1763. 


[The  following  note  waa  made  by  Mr.  Jefferson  after  tlie  paper  was  printed,  by  order  of  the  Senate.] 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  4"C. 
to  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  James  Wright,  Esquire,  greeting: 

Whereas  we  did,  by  our  letters  patent  under  our  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  bearing  date  at  Westminster,  the 
fourteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said  "  James  Wright,  Esq.  to  be 
our  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over  our  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America,  lying  from  the  most 
northern  stream  of  a  river  there  commonly  called  Savannah,  all  along  the  seacoast  to  the  southward,  unto  the  most 
southern  stream  of  a  certain  other  great  water  or  river  called  the  Altamaha,  and  westward  from  the  heads  of  the 
said  rivers  respectively,  in  direct  line  to  the  South  seas,  and  of  all  that  space,  circuit,  and  precinct  of  lands  lying 
within  the  said  boundaries,  with  the  islands  in  the  sea  lying  opposite  to  the  eastern  coast  of  the  said  lands  within 
twenty  leagues  of  the  same,  for  and  during  our  pleasure,"  as  by  the  said  recited  letters  patent,  relation  being  there- 
unto had,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear.  Now  know  you,  that  we  have  revoked  and  determined,  and  by 
these  presents  do  revoke  and  determine,  such  part,  and  so  much  of  the  said  recited  letters  patent,  and  every  clause, 
article,  and  thing  therein  contained,  which  doth  any  way  relate  to,  or  concern  the,  limits  and  bounds  of  our  said 
province  as  above  described.  And  further  know  you,  that  we,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  the  coui-age 
and  loyalty  of  you,  the  said  James  Wright,  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  thought 
fit  to  constitute  and  appoint,  and  by  these  presents  do  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said  James  Wright,  to  be  our 
Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over  our  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America,  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  most  northern  stream  of  a  river  there  commonly  called  Savannah  river  as  far  as  the  head  of  the  said  river,  and  from 
thence  westward  as  far, as  our  territories  extend;  on  the  east,  by  the  sea  coast  from  the  said  river  Savannah  to  the 
most  southern  stream  of  a  certain  other  river  called  Saint  Mary,  including  all  islands  withiri  twenty  leagues  of  the 
coast  lying  between  the  said  rivers  Savannah  and  Saint  Mary;  and  on  the  south  by  the  said  river  Saint  Mary,  as  far 
as  the  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  westward  as  far  as  our  teriitories  extend  by  the  north  boundary  line  ot  our  pro- 
vinces of  East  and  West  Florida;  and  we  do  hereby  declare,  ordain,  and  appoint  that  you,  the  said  James  Wright, 
shall  and  may  hold,  execute,  and  enjoy  the  oflice  and  place  of  our  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and 
over  our  colony  of  Georgia,  limited  and  bounded  as  above  described;  together  with  all  and  singular  the  powers  and 
authorities  contained  in  our  said  recited  letters  patent,  under  our  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  bearing  date  at  West- 
minster, the  fourth  day  of  May,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign,  except  as  are  herein  excepted,  for  and  during  our  wil! 

•  See  Elliott's  commission,  page  57,  reciting  Johnstone's  commission  in  terms  the  reverse  of  what  is  here  stated. 
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and  pleasure.     In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.     Witness  our  seal  at  West- 
minster, the  twentieth  day  of  January,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign. 

YORK  &  YORK. 

By  writ  of  privy  seal. 
[Stamp  40s.]  [Great  seal  of  Great  Britain.  ] 

Georgia,  Secretary's  Office,  Ulh  April,  1797. 

The  foregoing  contains  a  true  copy  from  commission  book  B,  fo-  140. 

HORATIO  MARBURY,  for 
JOHN  MILTON,  Jr. 

Jin  extract  from  the  instructions  to  the  British  Governor  of  West  Florida,  Peter  Chester,  taken  from  an  authentic 
copy  now  in  the  possession  of  Philip  Livingston,  Esq.  of  New  York,  who  was  Secretary  of  that  province  under 
Governor  Chester,  viz: 

"  G.  R.  Instructions  to  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter  Chester,  Esq.  our  Captain  General  and  Governor-in  chief 
in  and  over  our  province  of  West  Florida,  in  America,  and  all  other  our  territories  dependent  thereon.  Given 
at  our  court  of  St.  James's,  the  2d  day  of  March,  1770,  and  in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign. 

1.  "  With  these  our  instructions  you  will  receive  our  commission,  under  our  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  con- 
stituting you  our  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over  our  province  of  West  Florida,  in  America, 
bounded  to  the  southward  by  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  including  all  islands  within  six  leagues  of  the  coast,  from  the 
river  Appalachicola  to  lake  Pontchartrain;  to  the  westward,  by  the  said  lake,  the  lake  Maurepas,  and  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi; to  the  northward,  by  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river,  where  it  unites  with  the 
Mississippi,  due  east  to  the  Appalachicola." 


4th  CewGRESs.]  No.  22.  [1st  Session. 

RESERVATIONS    IN   OHIO. 

COMMUNICATED   TO  THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    MAY    3,    1796. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into,  and  make  a  statement  of,  the  number  of  lots  of  land, 
together  with  the  number  or  acres  they  contain,  as  near  as  may  be,  that  are  reserved  for  the  future  disposition  of 
Congress,  in  the  sale  of  the  lands  made  to  the  Ohio  Company  and  others,  and  to  consider  the  expediency  for  Gov- 
ernment, at  this  time,  to  make  provision  for  the  sale  thereof,  made  the  following  report: 

That  they  have  made  such  inquiry  as  in  their  opinion  was  necessary  to  enable  them  to  make  the  statement  re- 
quired, which,  however,  if  not  with  the  greatest  degree  of  precision,  yet,  perhaps,  sufficiently  so  for  the  House  to 
act  upon. 

The  committee  find  that  there  have  been,  by  letters  patent,  under  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  granted  to  Rufus  Putnam,  Manassah  Cutler,  Robert  Oliver,  and  Griffin  Green,  in  trust  for  the  persons  com- 
posing the  Ohio  Company,  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-three  acres  of  land,  mak- 
ing thirty-nine  townships  and  two-thirds  of  a  township  within  a  small  fractional  part;  in  each  of  which  townships 
three  lots  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each,  for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress,  making  in  the  whole  seventy- 
six  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  In  the  lands  granted  by  letters  patent  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  as- 
sociates, amounting  to  three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres,  making  thirteen  and  a 
half  townships  and  a  small  fractional  part,  in  each  of  which  townships  there  are  similar  reservations,  and  which 
amount  in  the  whole  to  twenty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  making  a  reservation  of  one  hundred 
and  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  laid  out  in  lots  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each,  subject  to  the 
disposition  of  Congress-  Your  committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  situation  of  those  reserved  lots  of  land , 
are  of  opinion  that  the  public  interest  will  be  more  promoted  by  postponing  the  sale  thereof  to  a  future  period  than 
by  offering  of  them  for  sale  at  the  time. 


4th  Congress.]  ]\Jo_  23.  [1st  Session. 

CONTRACT   WITH   JOHN  CLEVES    SYMMES. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  5th  of  mav,    1796. 

The  Attorney  General  respectfully  reports  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

That,  in  obedience  to  their  resolution  of  the  22d  of  April  last,  he  has  examined  the  several  matters  set  forth  in 
their  resolution,  beanng  date  the  8th  day  of  March  last,  and  is  of  opinion  that  the  contract,  bearing  date  the  15th 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  1788,  between  the  Commissioners  of  the  late  Board  of  Treasury  and  John  Cleves 
Symmes,  for  a  tract  ot  land  situate  in  the  northwestern  territory,  has  not  been  completely  fulfilled;  that  it  appears 
to  have  originated  from  certain  proposals  ot  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes  to  Congress,  which  were  agreed  to  by  their 
resolution  of  the  2d  ot  October,  in  the  year  1787,  and  to  have  been  made  in  pursuance  of  that  resolution,  and  another, 
beanng  date  the  23d  day  of  the  same  month;  that,  substantially,  the  terms  of  it  were  assimilated  to  those  of  the  con- 
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tract  with  Cutler  and  Sargent;  and  the  United  States  having,  in  the  year  1793,  accepted  the  whole  proportion,  pay- 
able in  military  land  rights,  of  the  whole  quantity  of  land  contained  in  the  contract,  and  also  having  passed  a  law, 
in  1793,  respecting  the  locality  of  the  tract,  thereby  allowing  the  boundaries  to  be  changed,  appear,  by  those  acts,  to 
have  recognized  a^id  confirmed  thfe  special  terms  of  the  original  contract,  the  nature  of  whicii  has  not  been  altered 
by  any  acts  of  the  parties,  so  as  to  render  the  further  interference  of  Government  unnecessary;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  a  law  be  passed  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  next  September,  authorizing  the 
JPresident  of  the  United  States  to  reserve,  for  their  use,  forever,  one  mile  square,  within  the  distance  of  four  miles 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  jnarked,  and  located,  by  some  person  to  be 
appointed  by  him;  and  also  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  re-convey  and  release,  unto  the  said 
John  Cleves  Symmcs.  and  his  associates,  in  fee  simple,  within  one  year  after  the  passing  of  the  said  law,  the  quan- 
tity of  fifteen  acres,  heretofore  reserved  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  Fort  Washington,  and  the  garrison 
thereof,  as  will  more  manifestly  appear  by  reference  to  the  letters  patent,  dated  30th  September,  1794,  altering  the 
locality  of  the  lands  contained  in  the  original  contract. 

The  Attorney  General  further  reports,  that  it  is  necessary,  for  the  completion  of  the  said  contract  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  that  a  tract  of  land,  described  in  the  act  of  the  13th  of  April,  1793,  should  be  actually  surveyed, 
and  the  boundaries  marked  by  the  geographer,  or  other  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  a  map,  or  plot  thereof,  re- 
turned to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State,  who  is  to  be  directed  to  receive  it.  The  period  of  returning  the 
map,  or  plot,  regulates  all  the  further  payments  yet  remaining  to  he  made  by  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  his 
associates,  and,  therefore,  it  should  be  returned  without  delay.  Other  considerations,  pressing  for  expedition  in  this 
business,  might  be  mentioned,  if  it  were  necessary. 
All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  LEE,  Morney  General. 

May  5,  1796. 


4th  Congress.]  No.   24.         ^  ^        ,  [Ist  Session. 

PRE-EMPTION   RIGHTS    NORTHWEST    OF    THE    OHIO. 

COMMnNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,    MAY  12,  1796. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry  persons  claiming  pre- 
emption rights,  on  the  ground  of  an  alleged  settlement  and  improvement,  made  the  following  report: 

In  respect  to  the  petitions  of  sundry  individuals,  claiming  pre-emption  rights  on  the  ground  of  alleged  settle- 
ment and  improvement,  the  committee  report:  That,  inasmuch  as  illegal  settlements  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  and,  as  yielding  to  the  said  claims  wguld  interfere  with  the  general  provisions  for 
the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  in  their  opinion,  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitions  ought  not  to  be  g-ranted.  In  respect  to 
the  petition  of  James  Garnelt,  legatee  and  executor  of  James  Mercer,  deceased,  as  the  subject  therein  referred  to 
will  require  more  investigation  than  the  lateness  of  the  session  will  permit,  the  committee  request  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same. 


4th  Congress.]  ,  ,  No.   25.  [1st  Session. 

SLAVERY,   AND    THE   EXCHANGE  OF  CERTAIN  DONATIONS  OF  LAND   IN  THE  NORTH- 
WESTERN TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE   HOUSE   OF   KEPRES^NTATIVES,   MAY    12,  1796. 

Mr.  CoiT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Edgar  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  counties  of  St.  Clair  and  Randolph,  in  the  Illinois  country,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  petitioners  pray  for  some  alteration  or  modification  of  that  part  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1787,  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  tlie  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio; 
which  declares  it  as  one  of  the  "  articles  of  compact  between  the  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the 
said  territoi-y,  and  forever  to  remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  consent;  that  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  territory." 

The  petitioners  being  only  four  in  number,  and  producing  no  power  by  wljich  they  claim  to  petition,  even  in 
behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties;  and  no  evidence  appearing  of  the  wishes  of  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  counties;  and  your  committee  having  information  that  an  alteration  of  the  ordinance,  in  the  manner 
prayed  for  by  the  petitioners,  would  be  disagreeable  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory:  they  have  con- 
ceived it  needless  to  enter  into  any  consideration  of  the  policy  of  the  measure;  being  persuaded  that,  if  it  could  be 
admissible,  under  any  circumstances,  a  partial  application,  like  the  present,  could  not  be  listened  to:  tliey  are 
tlierefore  of  opinion  that  this  part  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  petitioners  further  state  that,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  20th  day  of  June,  1788,  provision  was 
made  for  laying  oft'  certain  lands  to  the  heads  of  families  residing  in  the  Illinois  country;  and  that  a  great  part,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  the  locations  where  the  said  lands  were  ordered  to  be  laid  out  is  covered  by  titles  acquired  under 
the  ancient  Government  of  the  country;  and  that  part  of  the  said  locations  is  rocky  and  of  little  value:  wherefore, 
they  pray  that  the  said  lands  may  be  ordered  to  be  laid  out  in  a  different  place,  and  at  the  public  expense. 

The  committee  find  that,  by  the  said  resolve,  the  Governor  of  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales  northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  was  authorized  and  directed  to  lay  out,  as  a  donation  to  each  of  the  families  residing  in  the  several 
villages  of  Kaskaskia,  Kahokia,  La  Prairie  du  Rochers.  Fort  Chartres,  and  St.  Philip's,  four  hundred  acres  of  land, 
in  three  parallelograms,  adjoining  to  the  villages  of  Kaskaskia,  La  Prairie  du  Rochers,  and  Kahokia,  and  be- 
tween the  river  Mississippi  and  a  ledge  of  rocks  which  runs  from  the  Kaskaskia  to  the  river  Illinois,  at  the  public 
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expense.  That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1791,  the  said  Governor  was  authorized  and 
directed  to  confirm  all  hinds  which  had  been  actually  improved  and  cultivated,  at  Vincennes  or  in  the  [llinois  coun- 
try, under  a  supposed  grant  of  the  same,  by  any  commandant  or  court  claiming  authority,  to  make  such  grant  to  the 
persons  who  have  made  such  improvements,  or  such  parts  thereof,  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  might  judge  reasonable, 
not  exceeding,  to  any  person,  four  hundred  acres;  and  the  said  Governor  was  further  directed  to  lay  out  the  said  do- 
nation lands  agreeably  to  the  said  resolve  of  the  20th  of  June,  1788. 

The  committee  are  not  informed  that  any  proceedings  have  been  had  under  the  resolve  or  act  aforesaid,  as  rela- 
tive to  the  people  living  at  Kaskaskia,  La  Prairie  du  Rochers,  Kahokia,  Fort  Cbartres,  or  St.  Philip's;  and  are  in- 
formed by  the  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  territory  that  the  locations  pointed  out  in  the  said  resolve  for  the  said 
donation  lands  are  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  covered  by  grants  made  under  the  ancient  Government  of  the  country, 
or  by  irregular  grants,  which  are  confirmed  by  the  act  aforesaid. 

By  the  late  Indian  treaty.  Post  Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  lands  adjacent,  of  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished,  and  the  lands  at  all  other  places  in  the  possession  of  the  French  people,  and  other  white  settlers 
among  them,  of  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished,  are  reserved  to  the  United  States;  whether  the  lands 
on  which  the  petitioners  pray  to  have  their  donations  laid  are  included  within  these  reservations  does  not  appear 
with  certainty,  although  it  is  presumed  they  are  not  claimed  by  any  Indian  tribe. 

It  not  appearing  how  much  of  the  lands  on  which  the  said  donations  were  originally,  directed  to  be  laid,  is  not 
covered  by  the  said  ancient  grants,  and  it  being  probable  that  there  does  not  remain  uncovered  by  the  said  grants  a 
sufficiency  for  satisfying  the  said  donations,  the  public  faith  engaged  to  the  people  settled  at  those  villages  seems  to 
require  that  some  further  provision  'should  be  made. 

The  committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  be  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to 
be  laid  out  certain  donation  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  of  Kaskaskia,  La  Prairie  du  Rochers,  Kahokia, 
Fort  Chartres,  and  St.  Philip's,  in  manner  as  directed  by  a  resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  20th  of  June,  1788,  on  any 
lands  of  equal  value  with  those  in  the  location  directed  by  the  said  resolve,  in  the  vicinity  of  those  villages,  which 
are  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  become  extinct. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  qf  .America  in  Congress  assembled,  the  humble 
petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  St.  Clair  and  Randolph,  in  the  Illinois  country,  respectfully 
showeth: 

That  the  sixth  article  of  compact  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  1787,  for  the  government  of  the  terri- 
tory northwest  of  the  Ohio,  which  declares  ''That  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the 
said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,"  is,  as  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  not  only  con- 
trary to  the  promise  and  assurances  made  them  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  by  the  then  Colonel,  afterwards 
Brigadier  General  George  Rogers  Clark,  on  his  taking  possession  of  this  country,  in  the  name  of  the  said  State, 
whose  troops  he  then  commanded,  but  also  contrary  to  an  express  fundamental  principle  in  all  free  countries, 
*'  that  no  ex  post  facto  laws  should  ever  be  made." 

Your  petitioners  then  were,  and  now  are,  possessed  of  a  number  of  slaves,  which  the  article  above  recited  seems 
to  deprive  them  of,  (perhaps  inadvertently)  without  their  consent  or  concurrence.  It  may  be  said,  as  is  the  better 
opinion,  that  all  such  as  were  slaves  at  the  date  of  that  ordinance  are  to  continue  so  during  their  lives;  but  then  it 
is  also  said  that  the  issue  of  such  slaves  born  after  that  period  are  absolutely  free.  Your  petitioners,  however,  hum- 
bly contend  that  such  after-born  issue  are  as  much  slaves  as  those  born  before,  because  the  owners  of  their  parents 
have,  and,  as  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  always  had,  as  fixed  and  incontrovertible  right  to,  and  interest 
in,  the  future  issue  and  increase  of  such  slaves  as  they  have  to  the  slaves  themselves.  That,  notwithstanding  the 
articles  in  the  said  ordinance  are  said  to  be  "  articles  of  compact  between  the  original  States  and  the  people  and 
States  of  the  said  territory,  it  is,  however,  a  truth  that  they  were  made  ex  parte  by  the  original  States  only:  for  sure 
your  petitioners  are  that,  if  the  people  then  in  the  territory  had  been  called  upon  to  make  such  compact,  they  never 
would  have  consented  to  enter  into  one  that  would  deprive  them  of  their  most  valuable  property. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  hope,  they  will  not  be  thought  presumptuous  in  venturing  to  disapprove  of  th.e  article 
concerning  slavery  in  toto,  as  contrary  not  only  to  the  interest,  but  almost  to  the  existence  of  the  country  they  in- 
habit, where  laborers  cannot  be  procured  to  assist  in  cultivating  the  grounds  under  one  dollar  per  day,  exclusive  of 
washing,  lodging,  and  boarding;  and  where  every  kind  of  tradesmen  are  paid  from  a  dollar  and  a  half  to  two  dollars 
per  day;  neitlier  is  there,  at  these  exorbitant  prices,  a  sufficiency  of  hands  to  be  got  for  the  exigencies  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, who,  attached  to  their  native  soil,  have  rather  chose  to  encounter  these  and  many  other  difficulties,  than,  by 
avoiding  them,  remove  to  the  Spanish  dominions  where  slavery  is  permitted,  and  consequently  the  price  of  labor 
much  lower. 

Your  petitioners  do  not  wish  to  increase  the  number  of  slaves  already  in  the  dominions  of  the  United  States;  all 
they  hope  for  or  desire,  is,  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  introduce  from  any  of  the  United  States  such  persons,  and 
such  only,  as  by  the  laws  of  such  States  are  slaves  therein.  This  request  your  petitioners  humbly  hope  will  not  be 
objected  to  as  unreasonable,  even  by  the  greatest  opposers  to  slavery,  seeing  they  do  not  pray  for  the  introduction  of 
any  foreign  slaves  into  the  territory. 

It  is  laid  down  by  Blackstone.  in  his  CommentarieSf  vol.  1,  pages  424,  425,  "That  a  slave  or  negro,  the  moment 
he  lands  in  Flngland,  becomes  a  freeman;  that  is,  the  law  will  protect  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  .person  and  pro- 
perty. Yet  with  regard  to  any  right  which  the  master  may  have  acquired'to  the  perpetual  service  of  John  or  Thomas, 
this  will  remain  exactly  in  the  same  state  as  before:  for  this  is  no  more  than  the  same  state  of  subjection  for  life, 
which  every  apprentice  submits  to  for  the  space  of  seven  years,  or  sometimes  for  a  longer  term.  And  whatsoever 
service  a  negro  owed  to  his  American  master,  the  same  is  he  bound  to  render  when  brought  to  England."  It  may 
then  be  clearly  deduced  from  the  above  authority,  that  any  person  purchasing,  or  otherwise  acquiring  a  slave  in  any 
of  the  States,  is  entitled  to  his  perpetual  service  in  this  territory  as  a  servant;  but  as  a  diversity  may  happen  in  the 
opinions  of  different  judges,  your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  desire  and  request,  should  it,  in  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress, be  thought  unadvisable  to  repeal  the  article  concerning  slavery  in  toto,  that  a  law  may  be  passed  declaratory 
of  the  above  maxim  laid  down  by  Blackstone,  but  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  thought  necessary;  and  that  in 
such  case,  it  may  be  thereby  declared  how  far,  or  for  what  period  of  time,  the  masters  of  servants  are  to  be  entitjed 
to  the  service  ot  the  children  of  parents,  born  during  such  servitude,  as  an  indemnity  for  the  expense  of  bringing 
them  up  in  their  infancy. 

This  mode,  it  is  humbly  conceived,  will  obviate  any  objections  that  may  be  made  to  the  continuation  or  introduc- 
tion of  slavery  into  the  territory,  even  by  its  most  strenuous  opposers;  will  undoubtedly  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
those,  who.  being  slaves  in  the  LFnited  States,  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  be  brought  into  the  territory  as  servants  for 
life;  and  will  be  the  means,  perhaps,  in  a  great  degree,  of  attaining  that  object  so  much  wished  for  by  some—"  a  gra- 
dual abolition  of  slavery. " 

And  your  petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  the  resolves  of  Congress,  of  20th  June  and  29th  August^ 
1788,  making  a  donation  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land  to  each  of  those  who  were  heads  of  families  in  the  Illinois 
country  in  the  year  1783,  does,  generally  speaking,  direct  the  same  to  be  laid  off  on  lands  the  private  property  of 
different  inhatiitants  in  the  respective  villages  therein,  who  claim  the  same,  by  virtue  of  grants  made  thereof,  in  fee 
by  the  former  Governments  of  the  country;  and  that  especially,  every  foot  of  land  (Fort  Chartres  excepted)  between 
the  ridge  of  rocks  and  the  river  Mississippi,  and  between  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kaskaskia  and  the  villages  of  Kas- 
kaskia, Prairie  du  Rochers,  and  St.  Philip's,  and  for  several  miles  upwards,  is  private  property,  the  same  having,  as 
before  mentioned,  been  granted  and  conceded  in  fee  by  authority  of  the  French  Government,  and  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  divers  private  individuals.  And  they  beg  leave  also  to  observe,  that  the  lands  on  the  face  of  the  said 
10  p 
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ridge  of  rocks,  and  for  some  distance  in  rear,  are  broken  limestone  lands,  full  of  sink  holes,  with,  in  general,  but  a 
very  thin  soil,  and  in  many  places  none  at  all,  the  rocks  appearing  on  the  surface,  so  that  they  are  not  uf  any  present 
value  or  utility:  that  there  is,  however,  a  body  of  ftood  farming  lands  on  the  Kaskaskia  river,  a  few  niijes  above  the 
village  of  that  name,  at  a  place  called  "the  Long  Prairie,"  wheie  they  would  wish  to  lay  their  donation  lands  on, 
and  as  it  v/as  the  humane  intention  of  the  then  Congress  to  give  such  of  your  petitioners  as  are  entitled  thereto  such 
lands  as  v/ould  prove  a  resource  to  them,  whenevei-  the  Indian  trade  should  be  exhausted,  and  which  is  now  in  a 
manner  entirely  decayed,  they  cannot  but  hope,  but  that  they  will  be  permitted  to  lay  the  same  at  that  place,  the 
Indian  titles  to  which,  tliey  are  credibly  informed,  are  extinguished.  This  method  of  laying  oft'  the  donation  lands 
in  one  compact  body  will,  they  humbly  submit,  be  more  beneficial  to  the  United  States,  than  laying  them  oft",  accord- 
ing to  the  last  law,  in  t()ur  difterent  bodies,  for  the  four  respective  villages. 

And  your  petitioneis  further  show,  that,  by  a  late  law  of  the  United  States,  it  is  ordained,  that  the  expense  of 
surveying  the  lands  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Vincennes  should  be  defrayed  by  the  public;  and  as  the  same 
reasons  which  conduced  to  the  making  of  that  law  may  be  equally  applied  to  the  Illmois  country,  they  have  every 
reason  to  liope  that  no  distinction  will  be  made  between  the  inhabitants  of  both  places,  and  that  therefore  the  bene- 
ficial efl'ects  thereof  will  be  also  extended  to  them. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray,,  that  the  sixth  article  of  compact  in  the  ordinance  of  1787  may  either  be 
repealed  or  altered,  so  as  to  give  permission  to  introduce  slaves  into  the  said  territory  from  any  of  the  original  States, 
or  otherwise;  that  a  law  may  be  made  permitting  the  introduction  of  such  slaves  as  servants  for  life,  and  that  it  may 
be  enacted  for  what  period  the  children  of  such  servants  shall  serve  the  master  of  their  parents.  That  the  expense 
of  surveying  their  lands  may  be  paid  by  the  United  States;  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  lay  their  donation  of  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  said  prairie,  called  the  Long  Prairie,  and  running  lip  the  river  Kaskaskia,  in  such  form 
as  may  be  directed  by  law  for  quantity;  and  that  they  may  have  such  further  and  other  relief  in  the  premises,  as  to 
the  justice  and  wisdom  of  the  United  States  may  seem  meet.  And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 
pray.  &c. 

For  and  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties  of  St.  Clair  and  Randolph. 

JOHN  EDGAR, 
WILLIAM  MORRISON, 
WILLIAM  St.  CLAIR, 
Kaskaskia,  J«nwar2/ 12,  179G.  t      JOHN  DUMOULIN. 


4th  CoN-GRP.ss.l  No.  26.  [1st  Sessiok. 

MILITARY    LAND    CLAIMS    PRIOR   TO    THE    REVOLUTION. 

COMMU.VICATED   TO    THE   HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   MAY    17,    1796. 

Mr-  Tracy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  Fowler,  made  the 

following  report: 
That  this  petitioner  claims  a  right  to  locate  certain  land  warrants,  now  in  his  possession,  on  unlocated  lands 
now  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  These  warrants  lie  obtained  on  the 
16th  day  of  February,  1781,  in  Virginia,  signed  by  John  Harvie,  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  directed  to  the 
principal  surveyor  of  any  county  within  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  acres,  on  a 
right  he  acquii-ed  by  virtue  of  a'proclaraation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  1763;  which  gave  him  (the  petitioner) 
a  right,  as  a  reduced  military  officer,  to  locate  lands  in  any  of  the  then  British  provinces  on  the  continent  of  North 
America. 

He  further  states,  that,  in  the  year  1783,  he  petitioned  Congress  for  a  right  to  locate  his  warrants  in  the  Western 
territory,  which  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  a  resolution  in  his  favor.  He  now  prays  that  he 
may  be  allowed  to  locate  his  warrants  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  pursuance  to  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  above  mentioned  committee. 

On  an  investigation  of  this  claim  the  committee  find,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  7th  day  of  October, 
1763,  issued  a  proclamation,  directing  the  Governors  of  the  then  several  provinces  on  the  continent  of  North 
America,  to  grant,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  such  reduced  officers  as  had  served  in  North  America  during  the  then 
late  war  with  France,  as  were  actually  i-esidiiig  in  North  America,  and  should  personally  apply  for  the  same:  to  each 
subaltern  officer,  two  thousand  acres,  &c.  The  committee  find  that  this  petitioner  has  in  his  hands,  which  are 
herewith  laid  before  the  House,  five  land  warrants,  for  two  thousand  acres  of  land  each,  signed  by  John  Harvie, 
Register  of  the  Land  Office,  directed  to  the  principal  surveyor  of  any  county  v/ithin  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
dated  IGth  day  of  February,  1781;  one  purporting  to  have  been  issued  to  the  petitioner  himself,  in  his  own  right,  and 
■  the  other  four  to  him  as  assignee  for  the  several  officers  therein  named,  all  counting  on  the  proclamation  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  of  17G3,  and  declaring  that  the  petitioner  had  complied  with  the  act  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia in  such  case  provided.  On  the  back  of  these  warrants  there  are  endorsements  as  follow,  viz.  on  one,  Alex- 
ander Fowler,  six  thousand  acres,  entered  February  25th,  1783:  on  another,  five  thousand  acres,  entered  December 
2Gth,  I'SS;  on  another,  five  thousand  acres,  entered  December  26th,  1783;  on  another,  Alexander  B'owler,  four  thou- 
sand acres,  entered  February  25th,  1782. 

Another  document  attends  these  papers,  which  is  a  certificate  of  A.  Breckenridge,  surveyor  of  Jefitjrson  county, 
in  Kentucky,  dated  25th  June,  J  795,  certifying  that  he  did,  on  the  25th  day  of  April,  1794,  put  into  the  hands  of 
James  Francis  Moore,  Esquire,  the  warrants  now  presented  herewith,  and  that  they  were,  at  that  time,  unappro- 
priated, and  that  no  land  had  been,  or  could  be,  obtained  in  that  State  by  virtue  of  said  warrants. 
The  above  statement  contains  all  the  fiicts  proved  to  your  committee,  together  with  the  proof  itself. 
The  petitioner  has  further  stated  that  he  could  not  obtain  lands  on  these  warrants  in  Virginia. 
From  this  statement  of  facts  the  committee  do  not  conceive  themselves  justified  in  granting  any  thing  on  this  pe- 
tition. The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  in  1783,  contemplates  the  petitioner  having  a  right  "to  locate 
these  warrants,  on  proving  his  claim  under  the  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  1763;  and  not  only  on 
proving  the  same,  but  on  producing  a  certificate  of  his  having  returned  into  the  Land  Office  of  Virginia  those  war- 
rants vvhich  were  issued  in  consequence  of  his  said  claims."  All  the  proof  which  the  committee  have  been  able  to 
extract  from  (he  above,  is,  that  in  1781  the  petitioner  obtained  warrants,  as  has  been  stated  above,  for  ten  thousand 
acres  of  laud.  It  is  not  in  proof  before  the  committee,  that  any  timely  exertions  have  been  made  by  the  petitioner 
to  obtain  lands,  or  that  he  has  not  obtained  lands  upon  them,  unless  the  appearance  of  the  warrants  and  Brecken- 
ridge's  certificate  shall  justify  such  a  conclusion;  nor  is  there  proof  that  the  petitioner  was  a  reduced  officer.  The 
committee  suppose,  that  when  the  petitioner  had  made  his  option  to  take  land  warrants  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
for  his  claim  under  any  right  he  might  have  by  virtue  of  the  said  proclamation  of  1763,  his  right  was  satisfied,  unless 
it  should  appear  that,  by  some  mistake,  he  could  obtain  no  lands  by  said  warrants;  which  last  fact  does  not  appear, 
and  even  if  it  did,  his  claim  would  be  doubtful:  and  the  committee  are  convinced  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  the  best 
of  lands,  which  might  have  been  obtained  in  the  then  State  of  Virginia  on  those  warrants. 
They  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  the  prayer  of  this  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted . 
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4th    CoNCRESs.]  JYo.    27.  [1st  Session. 


CLAIMS  OF  CERTAIN  COMPANIES  UNDER  A  LAW  OF  THE  STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    SENATE,   MAY  20,    1796. 

Ml'.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General  on  the  29th  April,  re- 
specting the  lauds  situated  in  the  southwestern  parts  of  tlie  United  States,  made  the  following  report: 

Whereas,  from  documents  laid  before  Congress  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  3d  day  of  March,  1795,  questions 
appear  to  arise  as  to  a  claim  of  the  United  States,  as  well  of  property  as  jurisdiction,  of  certain  lands  within  the 
biiunds  following,  to  wit:  North  by  the  cession  of  South  Carolina,  wesi  by  the  Mississippi,  south  by  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  latitude,  and  east  by  the  river  Chattahoochee,  and  a  line  from  the  head  thereof  due  north  to  the  south 
Carolina  cession;  the  jurisdiction  of  which  territory  is  also  clainied  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  property  there- 
of, or  of  certain  parts  thereof,  as  well  by  the  State  of  Georgia  as  by  certain  individuals  claiming  under  the  said 
State;  and  whereas,  it  is  highly  expedient  that  the  rights  of  the  parties  as  well  to  property  as  to  jurisdiction,  should 
be  ascertained  and  declared,  and  that  the  minds  of  those  claiming  or  holding  should  be  quieted,  and  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  aforesaid.  It  is,  therefore.  Resolved, 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  treat  and  conclude  (subject  to  the  ratification  or  dissent  of 
Congress)  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  cession  of  the  claim  of  said  State  to  jurisdiction  in  and  over  the  said 
territory,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to  him  shall  seem  expedient  (subject  to  the  future  approbation  of  Congress) 
for  ascertaining,  declaring,  confirming,  by  an  agreement  to  be  entered  into  between  the  partiesaforesaid,  their  respec- 
tive claims  to  the  territory  aforesaid.  2d.  That  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  His 
Catholic  Majesty  shall  be  exchanged,  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  establish  a  temporary 
Government  in  and  over  the  inhabitants  of  all  that  tract  of  country  lying  within  the  territory  aforesaid,  and  bounded 
as  follows,  to  wit:  West  by  the  Mississippi,  north  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  to 
the  Chattahoochee,  east  by  the  Chattahoochee,  and  south  by  the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude,  conformably  with  the 
ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  13th  day  of  July,  1787,  such  temporary  government  to  continue  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  without  prejudice  to  the  right  of  any  State  or  individual  whatsoever. 

Note. — For  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General,  see  No.  21. 


4th    Congress.  ]  No.  28.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION    FOR   LAND    AT' REDUCED    PRICES. 

COMMUNICATED   TO  THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,    MAY  31,  1796. 

Mr.  Tracey,  i'rotn  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Hannibal  William  Dobbyn,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

That  the  petitioner  prays  for  a  special  license  to  purchase  lands  in  the  Northwestern  territory  of  the  United  States, 
at  as  cheap  a  rate  by  the  acre  as  he  could  have  done  in  1789,  if  a  land  office  had  at  that  time  been  opened- 

He  applied,  he  says,  to  Congress,  in  1789,  for  leave  to  purchase  lands  for  himself  and  several  others,  all  reputa- 
ble people  of  Ireland,  and  that  a  committee  was  appointed,  who  reported  in  his  favor,  and  in  consequence,  many 
persons,  his  associates,  sold  their  property  with  a  view  of  emigrating  to  America,  antl  have  lived  on  their  capital  ever 
since,  in  expectation  of  purchasing  lands  agreeably  to  the  prayer  ol  the  aforesaid  petition. 

The  committee  find  an  application  was  made  to  Congress  in  1789  by  the  petitioner,  for  leave  to  purchase  lands  in  the 
Western  territory:  that  a  committee  reported  on  the  said  petition,  that  liberty  should  be  given  to  purchase  a  tract 
not  less  than  fifty  thousand  acres  in  one  survey,  at  a  price  which  was  left  blank  in  the  report. 

That  the  House  took  up  the  same,  and  made  no  decision,  but  referred  the  whole  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  July,  1790;*  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  on  the  said  petition  a  general  plan  for  the  sale  of  the 
Western  lands.  In  this  situation  the  matter  has  rested  until  the  present  application,  and  no  decision  has  been  made 
by  Congress  that  could  relate  to  the  subject,  until  this  session. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  no  discrimination  can  be  made  in  favor  of  the  present  petitioner,  and  that  to  allow 
any  person  to  purchase  at  a  price  lovver  than  the  general  law  provides,  would  be  attended  with  many  evil  conse- 
quences.   They  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  this  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


4th  CoN'GUEss.]  No.    29.  [Ist  Session. 

LAND    CLAIMANTS    IN    THE    NORTHWESTERN    TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    JANUARY    3,    1797. 

Mr.  Griswold,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Amos  Ailes  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Red 
Stone  settlement,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  made  the  following  report: 

_  That  the  petitioners  state  in  their  petition  that,  in  the  year  1785,  they  obtained  from  the  district  court  at  Post  St. 
Vincennes  a  grant  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land  each,  and,  on  the  p;iyment  of  the  consideratioi!  and  fees,  the  said 
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court  issued  patents  theielor.  wliich  were  recorded.  That  tiiey  employed  a  person  to  erect  a  cabin,  and  to  clear  and 
fence  a  small  piece  of  ground,  on  each  of  their  lots;  that  the  person  whom  they  employed  altervvards  fell  by  the 
Indians.  That,  in  1786^  they  proceeded  to  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio,  with  an  intent  to  settle  said  lands,  but  found  the 
attempt  too  hazardous.  That  they  have  since  made  two  other  attempts  to  settle  said  lands,  but  have  been  prevented 
by  Indian  hostilities.  That,  in  1796,  they  applied  to  Governor  Sinclair  for  a  confirmation  of  their  titles  to  said 
lands,  but  the  Governor,  on  full  consideration,  hath  declined  confirming  their  titles.  They  pray  for  a  confirmation 
of  their  titles  to  said  lands. 

The  committee  did  not  find  any  vouchers  accompanying  this  petition,  or  any  person  possessed  of  vouchers,  to 
establish  the  facts  therein  stated;  they  did  not,  however,  think  it  necessary  to  delay  their  report  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  proofs,  as  the  petition  itself,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  afforded  sufficient  consideration  on  which  to 
ground  a  report. 

The  committee  have  not  found  any  document  which  authorized  the  District  Court  at  Post  St.  Vincennes,  in  the 
year  1785,  to  grant  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  or  issue  patents  therefor:  they  are  of  opinion  that  every  grant,  at 
that  time,  by  that  court  was  unauthorized  and  void. 

On  examining  the  Journals  of  Congress,  the  committee  find  that  measures  were  adopted,  soon  after  the  American 
war.  to  quiet  ancient  settlers  in  the  lands  they  possessed,  in  the  year  1783,  at  Post  St.  Vincennes,  and  to  prevent 
intruders  from  possessing  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  that  vicinity;  and,  so  early  as  April,  1787,  Congress 
directed  a  military  force  to  dispossess  certain  lawless  intruders  who  had  taken  possession  of  Post  St.  Vincennes. 

The  committee  further  find  that,  in  March,  1791,  Congress  passed  an  act  to  quiet  the  ancient  settlers  at  Post  St. 
Vincennes  in  their  lands,  and  likewise,  in  the  same  act,  authorized  the  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  territory  to 
confirm  to  the  actual  settlers  at  that  place  such  land  or  parts  thereof  as  they  had  obtained  by  supposed  grants  from 
any  court  claiming  authority  to  make  such  grants,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  acres  to  each  settler. 

As  these  petitioners  did  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  this  act,  not  having  been  actual  settlers  at  Post  St.  Vin- 
cennes, their  claim  was  rejected  by  the  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  territory;  and  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  Congress  have  gone  as  far  in  that  act  to  quiet  the  unauthorized  settlements  at  that  place  as  justice  or  policy 
requires,  and  that  the  claim  of  these  petitioners,  having  nothing  to  support  it  but  a  grant  issued  from  a  tribunal  unau- 
thorized to  make  it,  ought  to  be  rejected. 


4th  CoN-GREss.]  No.  30.  [2d  Session-. 

ILLINOIS   AND   M^ABASH   LAND   COMPANY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE,  JANUARY  13,  1797. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Company  respectfully  showeth: 

That  your  memorialists,  with  all  deference,  as  becometh  good  and  faithful  citizens,,  have  heretofore  presented 
sundry  memorials  and  petitions  to  Congress,  setting  forth  their  claim  and  title  to  certain  lands  lawfully  and  bona 
fide  purchased,  as  they  conceive,  from  the  native  lords  and  absolute  proprietors  of  the  soil,  under  the  sanction  ot 
the  British  Government,  prior  to  the  Revolution  and  declaration  of  American  independence;  that  our  first  memo- 
rial and  petition  was  taken  up  in  the  year  1781,  by  the  committee  to  whom  the  cessions  of  New  York,  Virginia, 
Connecticut,  and  the  petitions  of  the  Indiana,  Vandalia,  and  the  said  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies  were 
referred,  and  a  report  thereupon  made  to  Congress;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  said  report  was  any  further  acted 
upon,  under  the  old  confederation,  than  so  far  as  related  to  the  land  cessions  of  the  said  three  States  of  New  York, 
Virginia,  and  Connecticut,  the  claims  of  the  private  companies  being  postponed  or  left  undetermined;  that  the  Illi- 
nois and  Wabash  company  continued  to  prosecute  their  claim,  by  subsequent  memorials  and  petitions  to  Congress, 
until  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the  present  happy  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  then  afterwards  took 
an  early  opportunity  to  renew  their  memorials  and  petitions  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  recapitu- 
lating their  former  meiporials  and  petitions,  and  stating  anew — 

1.  That  their  purchase  was  made  with  full  notoriety,  from  Indian  tribes,  aborigines,  and  lawful  possessors  of  the 
soil,  who,  being  iree  and  independent,  and  having  never  alienated  their  property  nor  the  pre-emption  thereof,  had. 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase  by  your  memorialists,  an  absolute  and  indefeasible  right  to  sell  and  convey  the  same  to 
any  persons  or  companies  whomsoever,  and  that  they  did  sell  and  convey,  accordingly,  to'your  nwrnorialists,  no  law 
or  prerogative  of  any  power  on  earth  prohibiting,  or  having  a  right  to  prohibit  them,  by  treaty  or  conquest,  or  other- 
wise, in  their  transactions  or  doings. 

2.  That  the  said  purchase  was  made  antecedent  to  the  American  Revolution,  in  open  council,  at  a  public  treaty 
held  under  the  sanction  and  authority  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  when  it  was  well  understood  that  such 
purcliase  was  lawful  from  any  of  the  native  lords  of  the  soil  (the  Six  Nations  only  excepted,  who  had  sold  the  right 
of  their  territory  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.) 

In  support  of  this  doctrine  your  memorialists  submitted  to  the  committees  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  the  follow- 
ing law  documents,  as  set  forth  more  at  large  in  the  printed  state  of  their  case,  which  accompanies  this  memo- 
rial, viz: 

The  great  Crown  lawyers  of  England,  Pratt,  Yorke,  and  Dunning,  two  of  whom  were  afterwards  Lords  Chan- 
cellors or  the  realm,  gave  their  opinion  to  the  Crown  as  followeth,  viz: 

"  That,  with  respect  to  such  places  as  have  been  or  shall  be  acquired  by  treaty  or  grant  from  any  of  the  Indian 
Princes  or  Governments,  even  the  King's  letters  patents  or  confirmation  was  not  necessary,  the  property  of  the 
soil  vesting  in  the  grantees  by  the  Indian  grants,  subject  only  to  His  Majesty's  right  of  sovereignty  over  the  settle- 
ments, as  English  settlements,  and  over  the  inhabitants,  as  English  subjects." 

In  the  famous  case  of  Major  Mason's  purchase  of  the  Moneagan  Indians,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1659,  (which 
was  litigated  for  near  seventy  years,  and  at  last  determined  in  England  before  the  highest  appellate  judicature  for 
the  colonies)  the  greatest  law  characters,  (some  of  whom  have  been  inentioned  before)  such  as  Yorke,  De  Grey, 
Dunning,  Jackson,  Wedderburne,  &c.  being  concerned,  it  was  agreed  in  every  stage  of  the  transaction,  and  decided, 
after  repeated  hearings,  "  that  the  royal  grant,  subsequent  to  Mason's  purchase  from  the  natives,  could  give  no  legal 
title  to  the  lands  in  dispute;  and,  although  a  title  might  have  been  unquestionably  derived  under  the  charter  of  Con- 
necticut, and  subsequent  patents  from  the  colony,  yet  that  title  was  deserted  by  the  counsel  on  both  sides,  and  the 
title  to  the  lands  established  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Indian  deeds,  and  the  conveyance  made  by  Major  Mason 
to  the  colony,  (although  the  deeds  from  the  Indians  appeared  to  be  attended  vvith  many  exceptionable  circum- 
stances) and  the  payment  of  the  consideration  to  the  natives,  at  such  distance  of  time  and  place,  could  not  be  fully 
proved." 

That  the  purchase  made  by  your  memorialists  was  not  only  notorious  and  of  recent  date,  has  been  stated  above; 
and  the  consideration  specified  in  the  deeds  was  bona  fide  paid  by  the  company,  in  open  council,  at  the  said  public 
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treaty,  the  receipt  thereof  publicly  acknowledged  in  the  body  nf  the  deeds  then  publicly  executed,  and  the  deeds 
themselves  acknowledged  and  recorded,  in  the  proper  places  of  record  in  the  country,  according  to  law,  in  the  Go- 
vernment then  existing. 

That  the  consideration  paid  (besides  many  valuable  presents  made  during  the  treaty)  exceed  in  value  what  had 
ever  before  been  paid  for  any  similar  purchase,  by  States  or  individuals,  and  the  receipt  of  the  same  as  well  as  the 
validity  of  the  purchase  never  denied,  but  on  all  subsequent  public  occasions  constantly  acknowledged  by  the  said 
tribes  and  nations,  and  their  descendants,  to  the  present  day.  Nor  have  any  other  nation  or  nations,  tribe  or  tribes 
of  Indians,  set  up  or  pretended  any  right  or  claim  to  the  lands  in  question,  nor  any  State  or  individual  citizen  or 
citizens  to  the  pre-emption  right  of  the  same. 

That  such  being  the  state  of  your  memorialists'  claim  and  title  prior  to  the  declaration  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States,  they  conceive  their  rights  remain  sound  and  unlbrfeited,  and  have  never  been  relinquished  under 
the  Revolution,  nor  can  be  touched  by  any  ex  post  facto  ordinance  or  law,  but  continue  unimpeached  and  upon  the 
same  basis  of  law  and  equity  as  they  were  under  the  British  Government  prior  to  the  Revolution,  saving  to  the 
United  States  the  sovereignty  over  the  citizens  antl  settlers  in  point  of  jurisdiction  and  Government. 

That  your  memorialists,  nevertheless,  considering  the  extent  of  their  purchase  and  title,  and  that  from  reasons  of 
policy  and  public  good.  States  as  well  as  individual  companies  and  societies  may  and  ought  to  accommodate  their 
interests  to  the  interests  and  good  order  of  the  General  Government;  and,  considering  further,  that  subsequent 
negotiations  with  the  native  Indians,  notwithstanding  the  alienation  of  their  property,  may  be  necessary,  in  order  to 
a  complete  settlement  of  their  country,  with  their  perfect  consent,  so  far  as  sold  and  alienated,  your  memorialists, 
in  their  last  (in  part)  recited  memorial  proposed  "  to  surrender  and  convey  to  the  United  States  the  lands  described 
or  meant  to  be  described  in  their  deeds  from  the  Indians,  on  the  proviso  that  the  United  States  re-convey  one-fourth 
part  of  the  said  lands  to  the  company,  according  to  such  location  or  locations  of  the  same  as  may  be  reasonably 
agreed  upon,  whereby  the  United  States  may  derive  from  the  true  and  native  proprietors  of  the  soil  a  just  and  abso- 
lute title  to  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  country  not  otherwise  treated  for  nor  purchased  by  them,  nor  the  pre- 
emption thereof,  and  this  without  any  new  purchase  or  consideration,  except  so  far  as  is  usual  in  the  recognition  of 
purchases,  and  brightening  the  chain  of  friendship  at  subsequent  treaties." 

That,  in  pursuance  of  our  former  memorial  to  the  effect  above  stated,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
appointed  committees  of  their  respective  bodies  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon?  that  the 
said  committees  having  met  jointly  and  heaid  them,  (your  memorialists)  were  pleased  to  report  separately^  viz: 

The  committee  of  the  Senate  reported  as  followeth,  viz: 

"The  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies, 

report: 

"  That  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  are  founded  on  two  deeds  mentioned  in  the  said  petition;  one  of  which  to 
William  Murray  and  others,  who  are  called  the  Illinois  Company,  is  dated  July  5th,  1773,  and  the  other  to  Lord 
Dunmore  and  others,  who  are  styled  the  Wabash  Company,  bears  date  October  18th,  1775. 

"  That  the  said  petitioners  have  proposed  to  surrender  and  convey  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  described, 
or  meant  to  be  described,  in  the  abovementioned  deeds  from  the  Indians,  on  the  proviso  that  the  United  States 
re-convey  to  the  company  one-fourth  part  of  the  said  lands. 

"That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  deeds  obtained  by  private  persons  from  the  Indians,  without  any  ante- 
cedent authority  or  subsequent  confirmation  from  the  Government,  could  not  vest  in  the  grantees  mentioned  in  such 
deeds  a  title  to  the  lands  therein  described. 

•'  That  the  petitioners  do  not  suggest  any  such  antecedent  authority,  or  subsequent  confirmation,  in  the  present 
case;  and,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  petitioners  have  not  a  legal  title  to  the  said  lands. 

"■  That  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  in  the  AVestern  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States  are  appropri- 
ated towards  discharging  the  debts  for  the  payment  whereof  the  United  States  are  holden. 

"The  petitioners  allege  that  the  considerations  specified  in  the  said  deeds  were  paid  to  the  Indians,  atid  were, 
at  least  as  valuable  as  any  that  were  given  on  similar  occasions,  and  that  the  Indians  named  in  the  said  deeds  were 
owners  of  the  land. 

"  On  these  points  the  committee  give  no  opinion;  but,  for  the  reasons  above  expressed,  they  think  it  would  not 
be  expedient  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  accede  to  the  aforementioned  proposition  of  the  petitioners." 

The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  reported  as  followeth,  viz: 
"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies,  report: 

"  That  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  are  founded  on  two  deeds  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  one  of  which,  to 
William  Murray  and  others,  who  are  called  the  Illinois  Company,  is  dated  5th  July,  1773,  and  the  other  to  Lord 
Dunmore  and  others,  who  are  styled  the  Wabash  Company,  bears  date  October  18th,  1775. 

"  That  the  said  petitioners  have  proposed  to  surrender  and  convey  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  described 
or  meant  to  be  described  in  the  abovementioned  deed  from  the  Indians,  on  the  proviso  that  the  United  States  re-con- 
vey to  the  company  one-fourth  part  of  the  said  lands. 

"  And  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  deeds  having  been  given  by  the  Indians,  proprietors  of  the 
soil,  before  the  declaration  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  bona  fide  paid, 
are  sufficient  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  therein  described. 

"  And,  therefore,  that,  on  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  the  United  States  should  agree  to  the  proposal  afore- 
said, made  by  the  petitioners." 

The  foregoing  reports  have  not  yet  been  taken  into  discussion  by  either  House  of  Congress,  and  your  memori- 
alists cannot  help  being  urgent  that  a  decision  should  be  speedily  had,  as  the  original  cost  and  interest,  exclusive  of 
the  consideration  money  to  the  Indians,  amounts  to  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  at  least. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is,  "  That  on  the  principles  of  equity  and  justice 
the  United  States  should  agree  to  our  proposal."  The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  is,  that  "  deeds  obtain- 
ed by  private  persons  from  the  Indians,  without  any  antecedent  authority  or  subsequent  confirmation  from  the  Go- 
vernment, vest  no  title  in  the  grantees."  This,  we  have  already  shown,  from  the  highest  law  authorities,  was  not 
the  doctrine  under  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  and  that  no  antecedent  authority 
nor  subsequent  confirmation  was  necessary  for  that  Government,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians, 
who  alone  had  sold  their  pre-emption  rights  to  that  Government. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  anxious  that  this  business  should  be  brought  to  a  speedy  decision,  comporting  with 
the  magnanimity  of  the  United  States  and  justice  to  all  their  citizens,  respectfully  pray  that  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittees aforesaid  may  be  now  taken  up  in  their  respective  Houses,  in  order  that,  if  a  compromise  cannot  be  made, 
agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  memorial  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Congress  may,  in  their  wisdom  and  justice,  devise  some  method  for  a  judicial  decision  of  the  principle  on  which  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  is  founded.  And  your  memorialists  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 
By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  company. 

JAMES  WILSON,  President. 

Note.  This  memorial  was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ross,  Livermore,  Tracy,  Tazewell,  and  Stockton, 
and  on  the  3d  February,  1797,  Mr.  Ross  reported  "  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
of  tlte  United  States,  made  upon  the  memorial  of  this  Company  on  the  26th  of  March,  1792."  (See  No.  11.)  Ou  this  report  the 
Senate  passed  the  following  resolution:  (February  16,  1797)     "  Resolved,  That  the  report  be  adopted." 
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4th  Congress.]  No.    31.  '  [2d  Session. 

EXTENSION    OF  CREDIT  ON   LANDS  SOLD. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    ON   THE    30tH   DAY    OF   JANUARY,    1797. 

Mr.  Nicholas  made  tlie  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  in  carrying  into  eiTect  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing 

for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  territory  northwest  ot  the  river  Ohio,  and  aoove  the  mouth 

of  Kentucky  river,"  and,  also,  whether  any,  and  what  alterations  may  be  necessary  in  the  same, 

Be"  leave  to  refer  to  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  sundry  papers _accompanying  the  same. 

for  infol-mation   respecting  the  proceedings  under  the  said  law;    and  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  to  extend 

the  time  of  credit  directed  by  the  said  law;  and  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  to  the  consideration  of  the 

House: 

Resolved.  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  LTnited  States,  in  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  tlie  mouth  of  Kentucky  river,"  ought  to  be  amended  so  as  to  require  only 
one-fifth  of  the  amount  of  any  purchase  money,  including  the  deposit,  to  be  paid  within  thirty  days  from  the  sale, 
and  to  require  the  payment  of  the  residue  of  any  purchase  money  only  in  four  equal  annual  sums. 

Treasury  Department,  January  24,  1797. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th,  transmitting  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  5th 
instant  I  have  fhehonor  to  inform  you,  that  as  soon  as  the  surveys  and  documents  could  be  collected  and  arranged, 
relative' to  the  seven  ranges  of  townships,  which  were  surveyed  in  pursuance  of  an  ordinance  of  Congress,  passed  on 
the  20th  of  May,  1785,  measures  were  taken  for  executing  the  directions  contained  in  the  act  of  the  last  session, 

passed  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1796.  .        ,-   ,         .-e    .•  i  •  i  ui-  i     .  •         i 

The  papers  marked  A  and  B,  herewith  transmitted,  are  copies  of  the  notifications  which  were  published  in  each 
of  the  States.  The  map  C  contains  a  specification  of  the  lots  sold  in  New  York,  those  reserved  by  the  United  States, 
and  those  directed  to  be  sold  at  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia.  .      ,  .,  ,  ,    <•    , 

The  accounts  of  sales  at  Pittsburg  have  not  been  adjusted:  from  the  returns  received,  it  appears  that  nearly  forty- 
nine  tliousand  acres  were  sold,  subject  to  the  conditions  of  the  law.  The  amount  of  the  sales  is  reported  to  be  one 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand  one  hundred  and  thiriy-five  dollars  and  forty-five  cents,  of  which  forty  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents  have  been  received.  It  is  represented  that  some  forfeitures  have 
occurred  and  that  more  may  be  expected;  the  result  cannot  be  known  until  the  accounts  shall  have  been  adjusted.  The 
enclosed  staiement,  marked  D,  by  the  auditor,  exhibits  a  general  view  of  the  returns  already  made  to  the  treasury. 

The  whole  of  the  sections  were  repeatedly  exposed  to  sale,  at  Pittsburg,  but  without  success,  further  than  has 
been  mentioned;  the  actual  sales  were  confined  to  sections  near  the  river  Ohio.  ,,      „-      ,     •         , 

The  quarter  townships,  directed  to  be  exposed  for  sale  in  Philadelphia,  have-  been  repeatedly  offered  since  the 
4th  instant,  but  without  the  least  success.  ,■,,,,, 

Indeed,  it  is  now  certain  that  none  of  the  quarter  townships  will  be  sold.  .,,.,,  ,  -  , 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  De  Witt,  who  was  first  appointed  Surveyor  General;  the  unavoidable  delays  which  at- 
tended a  designation  of  his  successor;  the  want  of  an  appropriation  of  money;  and  tlie  constant  pressure  of  more 
urgent  business,  have  delayed  any  definitive  arrangements,  in  respect  to  the  new  surveys  directed  by  the  act  of 
Congress;  they  are  expected  to  be  completed,  however,  during  the  present  winter. 

In  the  surveys  made  pursuant  to  the  ordinance  of  May  20,  1785,  only  the  external  lines  of  the  townships  were 
surveyed;  the  interior  divisions  into  sections  were  never  actudly  run;  of  course,  the  quantities  ot  land  in  the  frac- 
tional townships  and  sections  are  no  otherwise  known  than  by  a  calculation  by  a  geometrical  scale.  This  calcula- 
tion cannot  be  accurate.  To  prevent  future  complaints  of  deception  by  the  public,  this  circumstance  was  publicly 
announcedat  Pittsburg,  at  the  time  of  sale.       ,„       .      ^         ,         ,        ^  ,,     ,      ,  •  „     ,■  .  •. 

it  is  alleged  by  some,  that  the  price  of  two  dollars  is  above  the  value  of  the  lands,  especially  lor  such  considera- 
ble tracts  as°quarter  townships;  this  opinion,  and  the  present  scarcity  of  money,  are  the  causes  which  prevent  sales. 

I  apprehend  that  the  purchasers  of  sections,  and  fractions  of  sections,  will  be  exposed  to  great  trouble  in 
ascertaining  the  situation  of  their  lands,  owing  to  the  defective  plan  upon  which  the  surveys  were  made,  under  the 
ordinance  of  1785.  This  tends  to  discourage  purchasers,  not  resident  in  the  neighboring  country,  and  to  expose  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  the  hazard  of  intrusive  settlements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant.  ,,n.„^   t 

Oi  J\  ER  A\  OLCO  FT,  Jun. 

John  Nicholas,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury- 

Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Reprcsenlalives. 


4ihCoN-aRnss.1  No.    32.  [2d  Session. 

ILLINOIS    AND    WABASH    LAND    COMPANY. 

COMMUNICA'IED    TO   THE  HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  ON   THE   THIRD    DAY  OF   FEBRUARY,  1797. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith  made  the  following  report: 

The  comiiiiltee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies,  recalling  to  the 
view  of  Congress  their  former  memoiial,  and  the  reports  of  the  committees  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives thereon,  have  met  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  appointed  on  the  same  subject,  and,  alter  hearing  the 
agents  of  the  said  companies,  both  committees  have  agreed  to  the  ibltowing  report: 

That  it  will  be  expedient  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  commitiee  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  made  on 
the  petition  of  the  said  companies,  on  the  2Gth  of  March,  1792,  as  follows: 
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"  The  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies, 

report: 

"  That  the  claims  of  tiie  petitioners  are  founded  on  two  deeds  mentioned  in  the  said  petition;  one  of  which  to 
William  Murray  and  others,  who  are  called  the  Illinois  Company,  is  dated  July  5,  1773;  and  the  other  to  Lord 
Dunmore  and  others,  who  are  styled  the  Wabash  Compimy,  bears  date  October  18,  1775. 

"  That  the  said  petitioners  have  proposed  to  surrender  and  convey  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  described, 
or  meant  to  be  described,  in  the  above  r.ientioned  deeds  from  the  Indians,  on  the  proviso  that  the  United  States  re- 
convey  to  the  company  one-fourth  part  of  the  said  lands. 

"That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  deeds  obtained  by  private  persons  from  the  Indians,  without  any  ante- 
cedent authority,  or  subsequent  confirmation  from  the  Government,  could  not  vest  in  the  grantees  mentioned  in  such 
deeds  a  title  to  the  land  therein  described. 

"  That  the  petitioners  do  not  suggest  any  such  antecedent  authority,  or  subsequent  confirmation,  in  the  present 
case;  and,  therefore,  in  die  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  petitioners  have  not  a  legal  title  to  the  said  lands. 

"  That  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  in  the  Western  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States  are  appro- 
priated towards  discharging  the  debts  for  the  payment  whereof  the  United  States  are  holden. 

"  The  petitioners  allege  that  the  considerations  specified  in  the  said  deeds  were  paid  to  the  Indians,  and  were 
at  least  as  valuable  as  any  that  were  given  on  similar  occasions;  and  that  the  Indians  named  in  the  said  deeds 
were  owners  of  the  land. 

"  On  these  points,  the  committee  give  no  opinion;  bat,  for  the  reasons  above  expressed,  they  think  it  would  not 
be  expedient  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  accede  to  the  aforementioned  proposition  of  the  petitioners.'' 

The  committee,  therefore,  report  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  of  the  said  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies,  canr.ot  be  granted. 
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CONTRACT  WITH  JOHN  CLEVES  SYMMES. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY    9,    1797. 

Mr.  Gallatin  made  the  following  report:  ' 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Cleves  Symnies,  and  the  report  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral,* relative  to  the  contract  entered  into  between  the  said  Symmes  and  the  United  States,  for  some  Western 
lands,  i-eport  the  following  statement  of  facts: 

On  the  fifteenth  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  the  late  Board  of  Treasury,  by  virtue 
of  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-seventh  of  July,  and  twenty-third  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  contracted  with  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  associates,  for  agrant  of  a  tract 
of  land  lying  in  the  Western  countiy,  and  bounded  westvvardly  by  the  Great  Miami,  southwardly  by  the  Ohio,  east- 
wardly  by  a  line  beginning  on  the  Ohio,  at  a  spot  twenty  miles  distant,  and  above  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami, 
and  extending  I'rom  the  said  spot,  in  a  course  parallel  with  the  gencial  course  of  the  Great  Miami,  and  northwardly 
by  a  line  running  due  east  and  west,  from  the  last  mentioned  line  to  the  Great  Miami,  so  as  to  include  one  million 
of  acres,  reserving,  iiowever,  five  lots  out  of  each  township,  contained  in  the  said  million  of  acres,  and  agieeing  that 
the  United  States  should  cause  the  said  tract  to  be  surveyed,  and  the  boundary  lines  of  the  same  to  be  plainly  mark- 
ed; a  plat  thereof  to  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  and  a  counterpart  of  the  same  to  John  Cleves  Symmes. 
For  which  tract  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes  agreed  to  pay  at  the  rateof  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre  (an  allow- 
ance of  one-third  of  a  dollar  being  made  from  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  acre  for  bad  lands  and  incidental  charges) 
for  such  quanty  of  land  as  should  be  found  to  be  comprised  in  the  said  tract,  after  deducting  the  lots  to  be  reserved 
as  aforesaid.  The  sum  of  eighty-two  th(iusand  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars,  (one-seventh  in  military  rights, 
and  the  residue  in  public  securities  of  the  United  States)  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  by  the 
said  Symmes,  before  the  ensealing  of  tlie  contract,  and  the  remainder  was  to  be  paid  in  manner  following,  that 
is  to  say:  the  sum  of  eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  within  one  month  after  the  said  plat 
should  have  been  delivered,  and  the  lines  and  boundaries  of  the  said  tract  ascertained,  as  aforesaid,  and  the  residue 
in  six  equal  payments,  to  be  respectively  made  at  the  expiration  of  six  months,  one  year,  eighteen  months,  two  years, 
two  years  and  a-half,  and  three  yeais  after  the  delivery  of  the  said  plat;  the  said  payments  to  be  made  in  gold  or 
silver,  or  securities  of  the  United  States;  provided  that,  if  such  payments,  or  any  part  thereof,  were  made  in  securi- 
ties, only  the  principal  sums  therein  specified  should  be  applied  to  such  payments,  the  said  Symmes  agreeing  to  take 
indents  tor  the  interest  that  might  be  due  thereon,  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  plat  aforesaid,  and  that  the  interest 
which  might  have  accrued  upon  thesame,after  the  date  of  thecompletion  ofthe  said  plat,  should  be  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  without  any  allowance  to  the  said  Symmes  for  the  same,  and  sliould  be  paid  and  allowed  to  the  said 
United  States:  And  provided  also,  that  one  equal  seventh  part  of  the  said  payments  might  be  made  in  rights  for 
bounties  of  lands,  by  rendering  the  same  acre  (or  acre,  instead  of  gold  or  silver,  or  public  securities.  It  was  i'ur- 
ther  agreed,  that  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes  should,  at  his  expense,  within  seven  years  after  the  delivery  of  the 
said  plat,  subdivide  the  whole  ofthe  same  tract  into  townships  and  lots;  that  he  should  have  a  right  to  take  immedi- 
ate possession  of  a  part  ofthe  same  tract,  bounded  on  the  river  Ohio,  including  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  thou- 
sand two  hundred  antl  ninety-seven  acres;  (still  excepting  the  lots  reserved  as  aforesaid)  that,  upon  his  making  the 
payment  of  eighty-two  thousatid  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars,  specified  to  be  made  within  one  month  after 
the  delivery  of  the  plat  aforesaid,  he  should  receive  a  conveyance  in  fee  simple  from  the  United  States,  for  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres,  part  ofthe  said  tract  of  land,  and  that,  upon  every 
remaining  payment  being  made,  he  should  receive  a  similar  conveyance  for  a  further  proportional  part  of  the  said  tract. 

By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  twelfth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  authorized  to  direct  the  making  any  surveys  that  lemained  to  be  made  so  as  to  comply, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  several  contracts  made  with  the  late  Board  of  Treasury,  for  lands  in  the  West- 
ern territory:  and,  on  the  twentieth  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  did  accordingly  commit  to  Mr.  Israel  Ludlow,  the  making,  amongst  others,  of  the  survey  of  the  tract  con- 
tracted for  with  Ml-.  Symmes.  But,  owing  to  a  variety  of  incidents  and  disappointments,  caused  by  the  Indian  war, 
detailed  in  Mr.  Ludlow's  letter,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  sixth  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  he  had  not  been  able,  at  that  time,  to  complete  the  survey.  But  it  appeared  that  the  line  in- 
tended for  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  survey  would  cross  several  times  the  Little  Miami,  and  interfere  with  the 
tract  of  land  reserved  by  the  State  of  Virgiriia;  and  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Symmes  had  taken  possession  of,  and, 
in  a  great  degree,  sold  a  tract  not  included  within  the  boundaries  of  his  contract,  and  extending  from  the  upper  limit 
of  the  same,  on  the  Ohio,  up  and  along  the  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami. 

•See  No.  23. 
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By  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  twelfth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -two,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  authorized,  at  the  request  of  Jolm  Cleves  Synimes,  or  his  agent,  to  alter  the  contract  above 
mentioned  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  of  one  million  of  acres,  in  such  manner,  that  the  said  tract  might  extend 
from  the  mouth  oi'  the  Great  Miami,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  and  be  bounded  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the 
south,  by  tlie  Great  Miami  on  the  west,  by  the  Little  Miami  on  the  east,  and  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  north 
extending  from  the  Great  Miami,  to  the  liittle  Miami,  so  as  to  comprehend  the  proposed  quantity  of  one  million  of 
acres,  provided  that  tlie  noi'thern  limits  of  the  said  tract  should  not  interfere  with  the  boundary  line  established  by 
the  treaty  at  Fort  Harmar  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians. 

On  the  eleventh  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  a  petition  was  presented  to  Congress, 
signed  "  J<ihn  Cleves  Symmes,  by  Jonathan  Dayton,  his  agent,  and  one  of  his  associates,"  stating,  that  from  the  ad- 
vanced price  of  certificates, .  resulted  the  impossibility  of  a  strict  fulfilment  of  the  contract,  and  requesting  that  a 
title  might  be  made  to  him  for  so  much  of  the  land  as  had  already  been  paid  for,  and  that  he  might  be  indulged  with 
terms  as  favorable  as  those  granted  to  the  Ohio  Company. 

And  by  another  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  fifth  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  the 
President'of  the  United  States  was  authorized  to  grant,  in  fee  simple,  to  John  C.  Symmes,  and  his  associates:  First, 
as  much  land  as  the  payments  already  made  by  them,  under  their  contract  aforesaid,  woulil  pay  for,  estimating  the 
lands  at  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre:  Secondly,  one  other  tract  of  one  hundred  and  six  thousand,  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  acres;  provided,  that  the  said  Symmes,  his  agents  or  associates,  should  pay,  within  six  months,  war- 
I'ants  wliich  issued  fur  army  bounty  rights,  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  resolves  of 
CcMigress,  of  the  twenty-third  of  July  and  second  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven:  and 
thirdly,  a  township  of  six  miles  square,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  an  academy,  agreeably  to  a  clause  of  the  original  con- 
tract. 

The  care  of  making  the  survey,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twelfth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  was,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  November,  ensuing,  committed  by  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  Mr.  Israel  Ludlow,  and  this  last,  by  a  letter,  dated  the  tenth  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety -three,  informed  the  Secretary  that  he  had  carried  into  ettect,  as  far  as  practicable,  his  instructions,  having 
completed  the  survey  of  the  tract  contained  between  the  two  Miami  rivers,  extendingas  tar  northwardly  as  die  head 
of  Little  Miami,  and  had  found  that  little  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  acres  were  included  therein.  The  plat 
of  the  survey  itself,  as  returned  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  bearing  date  the  tenth  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  is  certified  by  Mr.  Ludlow  to  have  been  made,  according  to  the  said  act  of  the 
twelfth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  to  contain  five  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  within  the  boundaries  designated  by  that  law.  No  document  has  been  furnished  to  the 
committee  showing  that  the  counterpart  of  the  plat  was  officially  delivered  to  Mr.  Symmes,  although  it  appears  that 
he  is  at  present  possessed  of  it. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  one  th<!usand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  Mr.  Symmes,  by  a  letter  to  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  declared,  that  he  agreed  to  alter  the  contract,  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- two.  and,  on  the  29th  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  he  formally  requested  the  President,  that  the  said  contract  should  be  altered,  so  as  to  in- 
clude only  the  tract  mentioned  in  the  act  of  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  butted, 
bounded,  and  described,  as  in  the  said  act  was  set  forth;  and  at  the  same  time  he,  for  himself,  his  associates,  and 
their  heirs,  remised,  released,  and  quitted  claim  unto  the  United  States,  all  riglit,  title,  interest,  claini,  and  demand 
whatever,  in  and  to  so  much  of  the  lands  contained  and  included  within  the  bounds  and  liniits  described  in  the  first 
contract,  as  is  not  contained,  meant,  and  intended  to  be  contained  and  included  within  the  bounds  and  limits  desig- 
nated by  the  abovementioned  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -two. 
On  the  30th  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  four,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  his 
letters  patent,  assented  to  the  alteration;  and  on  the  same  day,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of 
May,  (me  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  he  also  granted  to  the  said  Symmes,  and  his  associates,  all  that 
tract  of  land  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  west  by  the  Great  Miami,  on  the  east  by  the  Little 
Miami,  and  on  the  north  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  to  be  run  from  the  Great  Miami  to  the  Little  Miami,  so  as  to  com- 
prehend three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres,  reserving  five  lots  out  of  each  town- 
ship contained  in  the  said  tract,  and  further  declaring  that  one  complete  township  of  six  miles  square,  to  be  located 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  tract  thus  granted,  was  granted,  and  should  be  holden  in  trust,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
erecting  an  academy  and  endowing  thts  same;  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  forming  the  boundary  of  the  tract,  thus 
granted,  to  be  run  within  five  years,  by  the  said  Symmes,  from  certain  points  which  shall  have  been  ascertained  by 
Israel  Ludlow,  on  the  two  Miamis,  according  to  the  survey  returned  to  the  Ti'easury  Department,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

Upon  a  consideration  of  those  facts,  the  committee  are  of  opinicm — 
■  1st.  That  the  application  made  by  Mr.  Symmes  to  have  the  original  boundaries  altered,  in  conformity  to  the  act 
of  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  (which  application  was  made  more  than  nine 
months  after  the  return  of  the  survey  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  land  contained  within  the  boundaries  designated 
by  that  act)  and  his  release  of  all  the  lands  not  included  within  the  new  limits  set  forth  in  that  law,  are  a  complete 
relinquishment  of  all  the  lands  not  contained  in  Mr.  Ludlow's  survey  returned  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
that  he  has  no  claim  whatever,  either  in  justice  or  equity,  to  any  part  of  the  land  out  of  the  said  survey. 

2dly.  That,  although  Mr.  Symmes  h.as  made  no  payment  since  the  completion  of  the  survey,  yet  as  he  never 
has  formally  relinquished  his  claim  to  the  lands  contained  within  the  same,  and  as  there  is  no  proof  of  the  counter- 
part of  the  plat  having  been  formally  delivered  to  him,  he  still  preserves  an  equitable  claim  on  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres,  being  that  part  of  Mr.  Ludlow's  survey  not  included  in 
the  patent  already  granted  to  Mr.  Symmes;  from  which  quantity  must,  however,  be  deducted  as  usual,  the  lots  re- 
served by  the  original  contract. 

The  committee  further  state,  that,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Symmes  and  associates,  at  the  time  the  patent 
aforesaid,  for  three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres,  was  granted  to  them,  they 
were  credited  by  ninety-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  in  army  land  warrants,  at  the  rateof  one  dollar 
per  acre,  and  having  been  charged  for  the  lands  included  in  the  patent,  at  the  rate  of  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per 
acre,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  they,  in  fact,  received  one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  acres  for  the  ninety- five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  paid  in  army  land  warrants, 
or  at  the  rate  of  one  acre  and  a  half  for  every  acre  in  military  bounties  paid  by  them.  Although  this  mode  of  set- 
tlement was  approved  by  the  then  Attorney  General,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  directly  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  original  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  terms  of  the  contract,  by  which  it  is  declared,  that  the  purchasers 
may  pay  a  certain  proportion  in  military  bounties,  by  rendering  the  same  acre  for  acre;  and  they  further  find,  by 
a  letter  of  Mr.  Symmes,  dated  the  seventeenth  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  by  a 
copy  of  the  propositions  and  statement  of  the  late  Treasury  Board  to  John  Cleves  Symmes,  enclosed  in  the  said 
letter,  that  it  was  well  understood  by  both  parties,  at  the  time  of  making  the  contract,  that  the  purchaser  was  to  be 
allowed  only  one  acre  fur  every  acre  in  military  bounties  paid  by  him. 

The  committee  also  find,  that  it  is  essentially  necessary,  that  immediate  measures  should  be  taken  to  locate  the 
township  reserved  for  an  academy,  which  is  included  in  the  patent  granted  to  Mr.  Symmes  and  his  associates;  they 
therefore  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
grant  in  fee  simple,  to  John  C.  Symmes  and  his  associates,  that  part  of  the  tract  of  land,  the  boundaries  whereof 
are  ascertained  by  a  survey  executed  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symmes,"  and  returned  to  the  Treasury  Department,  the  10th 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  which  is  not  included  within  the  bounds  of  the  grant  al- 
rerd  y  made  on  the  30th  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  to  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes 
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and  his  associates,  excepting  and  reserving  out  of  the  same  the  lots  reserved  by  the  original  contract  entered  into 
between  the  United  States  and  the  said  Symmes  and  his  associates:  Provided,  that  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes 
and  his  associates  shall,  previously,  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of  the  original  contract,  make  the  requisite  payments 
for  the  tract  to  be  granted  to  them,  and  for  the  forty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  part  of  the 
grant  already  made  to  them  on  the  30tii  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  for  which  they 
have  not  yet  paid  any  consideration,  dnd  provided,  also.  That  the  township  reserved  for  an  academy  shall  have  pre- 
viously been  located  and  secured,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  ot  the  resolutions  and  law  of  Congress 
relative  thereto. 


4th  Congress.]  '  No.   34.  [2d  Session. 

CLAIMANTS    UNDER   JOHN   CLEVES    SYMMES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE,  FEBRUARY  25,  1797. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  the  memorial  of  the  subscribers  respectfully  shows: 

That,  by  the  act  of  1792,  "  for  ascertaining  the  bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symmes," 
the  said  tract  is  declared  to  "extend  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  and  be 
bounded  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the  south;  by  the  Great  Miami  on  the  west;  by  the  Little  Miami  on  the  east;  and 
by  a  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  north,  extending  from  the  Great  Miami  to  the  Little  Miami;  so  as  to  comprehend 
the  proposed  quantity  of  one  million  of  acres:  Provided,  That  the  northern  limits  of  the  said  tract  shall  not  interfere 
with  the  boundary  line  established  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Harmar." 

That,  afterwards,  it  appears  Mr.  Symmes  accepted  a  patent  for  three  hundred  thousand  acres  of  this  land, 
without  formally  relinquishing  his  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  remainder. 

That  he  applied  to  Congress,  during  their  present  session,  for  a  grant  of  the  land  so  remaining;  and  that  a  bill 
has,  in  consequence,  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  intending  to  vest  in  him  a  part  only  of  the  whole  pre- 
emption he  claims:  and  which  bill,  should  it  pass  into  a  law,  would  prove  seriously  injurious  to  your  memorialists, 
who  have  accepted  different  releases  from  Mr.  Symmes,  of  all  his  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  following  lands  lying 
within  the  Miami  purchase,  viz.:  Those  parts  of  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  entire  ranges,  which  lie  between  the 
Great  Miami  and  Chillicothe,  or  Mad  river,  are  released  to  the  subscriber,  Peyton  Short;  and  to  the  subscriber, 
George  Turner,  are  released  the  contents  of  a  township  in  the  ninth  entire  range,  bounded  westwardly  by  Chilli- 
cothe river:  which  lands  your  memorialists  have  caused  to  be  completely  and  accurately  surveyed;  hav€  established, 
in  their  respective  parts  thereof,  towns  and  flourishing  settlements,  and  caused  roads  of  communication 'to  be  sur- 
veyed and  cut.  That,  in  the  prosecution  of  these  improvements,  your  memorialists  have  severally  incurred  heavy 
expenses,  as  can  be  made  to  appear  by  vouchers  in  their  possession. 

That  these  settlements  form  the  present  frontier  of  the  Miami  country;  and,  being  but  a  short  distance  from 
Greenville,  and  other  military  posts,  have  proved  of  real  advantage  to  the  public,  by  furnishing  to  the  army  supplies 
of  corn,  beef,  &c.  on  cheap  terms;  and  that  they  are  important,  besides,  to  the  country  in  the  rear,  by  contributing 
to  the  protection  of  its  inhabitants. 

And,  lastly,  that  your  memorialists  are  each  allowed,  by  the  abovementioned  deeds  of  release,  to  accept  of  a  patent 
for  the  lands  in  their  own  names,  without  the  intervention  of  Mr.  Symmes,  on  paying  the  United  States  for  the 
'same  the  price  per  acre  established  by  the  contract. 

Your  memoriaHsts,  therefore,  pray  your  honorable  House  to  take  into  consideration  the  peculiar  hardships  of  their 
respective  cases,  and  to  propose  such  a  modification  of  the  bill,  recently  passed  through  the  other  House,  as  may 
entitle  your  memorialists  to  patents  for  the  lands  in  question,  upon  payment,  at  a  short  day,  of  the  contract  price 
for  the  same. 

G.  TURNER. 
PEYTON  SHORT.      . 

Information  for  the  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  Judge  Turner  and  Mr.  Short. 

Philadelphia,  February  28,  1797. 

I  have  given  to  Jonathan  Donnel,  for  surveying  and  laying  off  in  sections,  of  one  mile  square  each,  a  tract  of 
land,  lying  between  the  Big  Miami  and  Mad  rivers,  and  containing,  by  his  map,  the  quantity  of  eighty-six  thousand 
seven  hundred  acres,  nearly  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars.  I  cannot  precisely  name  the  sum,  as  I  have  no  papers 
with  me  relative  to  that  business;  not  having  contemplated  that  any  occurrence  might  make  it  necessary  for  me  to 
produce  them  in  this  place. 

I  have,  moreover,  established  a  town  on  the  Big  Miami  river,  about  thirteen  miles  above  its  confluence  with  JWad 
river,  to  which  I  have  given  the  name  of  Livingston,  the  laying  out  of  which  into  in  and  out  lots,  has  cost  me  a  consi- 
derable sum  of  money;  and  have  caused  to  be  cut,  from  the  town  of  Dayton  to  the  said  town  of  Livingston,  a  wagon 
road  of  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  in  length;  the  undertaker  of  which  1  have  not  yet  fully  paid,  although  I  have 
advanced  him  upwards  of  sixty  dollars. 

As  this  town  was  to  be  the  most  remote  frontier  of  the  Northwestern  territory,  to  encourage  settlers  thereon,  I 
was  under  the  necessity  of  giving  them  a  considerable  bounty  in  the  lots  thereof,  and  to  sell  them,  of  any  lands 
within  the  aforesaid  survey,  to  the  amount  of  eight  sections,  above  a  line  to  include  twenty  thousand  acres  within 
the  confluence  of  the  Big  Miami  and  Mad  rivers,  their  choice  at  one  dollar  per  acre;  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
best  judges  on  that  subject,  would  be  in  a  ratio  of  valuation  as  one  dollar  is  to  thirty-three  and  a  third  cents;  there- 
by, to  a  certain  extent,  reducing  the  average  value  of  lands  purchased  by  me  at  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  cents, 
fifty  per  cent.;  and,  in  addition  to  the  within  recited  expenses,  making  a  sacrifice  to  that  amount  for  the  common 
good  of  the  Western  country. 

These  are  things,  however,  which  candor  directs  me  to  confess  I  should  not  have  done,  had  I  considered  Judge 
Symmes's  contract  as  standing  on  questionable  ground.  Nor  did  I  ever  hear  more  than  a  faint  rumor  on  this  head, 
until  a  lew  months  previous  to  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

The  lands  which  I  have  sold,  as  marked  by  asterisks  in  my  map,  are  the  following,  viz: 
The  North  half  of  the  twenty  second  section,  first  township,  ninth  range. 
Do.  thirty-third  section,  second  township,  ninth  range. 

Do.  twenty-fifth  section,  second  township,  ninth  range. 

Southwest  quarter  of  the  twenty-third  section,  first  township,  ninth  range. 
Do.  ninth  section,  first  township,  ninth  range. 
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Southwest  quarter  of  the  seventh  section,  second  township,  ninth  range. 
Do.  second  section,  second  township,  ninth  range. 

Do.  thirtieth  section,  second  township,  eighth  range. 

Do.  thirty-third  section,  second  township,  eighth  range. 

Do.  twentieth  section,  second  township,  eighth  range. 

Do.  twenty-first  section,  second  township,  eighth  range. 

Do.  seventh  section,  second  township,  ninth  range. 

Do.  second  section,  second  township,  ninth  range, 

Do.  twenty-eighth  section,  first  township,  ninth  range. 

On  the  last  mentioned  section  the  town  of  Livingston  is  established.    The  other  sections,  being  partly  fractional, 
make  up,  in  the  whole,  somewhat  more  than  eight  entire  sections. 

The  tenor  of  my  contract  with  the  purchasers  of  the  aforesaid  sections,  (who  are  now  actual  settlers)  is,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  in  this  form: 

Received  of the  sum  of '-,  in  consideration  for •  section, township,  - —  range  of  townships  in 

the  Miami  purchase;  and  I  do  oblige  myself,  my  heirs,  &c.  sO  soon  as  Judge  Syrames  shall  be  invested  with  the  fee 

thereof,  under  title  from  the  United  States,  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  .to  the  said  a  good  and  sufficient 

title,  in  fee  simple,  for  the  aforesaid  section  of  land.     '        ■ 

PEYTON  SHORT. 


4th  Congress.]  No.  35.  '  [2d  Sessiom. 

CLAIMS    ON    THE    LANDS    CEDED    BY    NORTH    CAROLINA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    SENATE,   MARCH    1,    1797. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  and  enclosures  from  the  Governor  of  North. 
Carolina,  relative  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  granted  to  T.  Glasgow  &  Co.  by  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  the  address  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  on  the  same  subject,  and  also  the 
petition  of  J.  Glasgow  and  others,  relative  to  lands  entered  in  tile  office  of  John  Armstrong,  Esq.  and  since  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  reported:  ' '  > 

That  the  State  of  North  Carolina  did,  by  a  law  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  May,  1778,  declare  the  western  boun- 
dary, or  line  of  said  State,  comprehending  all  the  lands  then  claimed  to  have  been  ceded  by  the  Indians  or  conquered 
from  theiti,  which  line  did  not  extend  so  far  westwardly  or  into  the  Indian  country  as  the  present  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes;  declaring  all  past  entries  or  surveys  to  be  void,  and  prohibiting  all 
future  entries  or  surveys  over  and  beyond  said  line,  which  wa«  also  recognized  by  a  law  passed  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1780.  On  the  17th  of  May,  1783,  said  State  passed  a  law  declaring  it  expedient  to  extend  the  western  boun- 
dary of  said  State,  and  that  the  same  was  in  and  by  said  law  extended  to  the  Mississippi,  including  the  lands  in 
question,  and  opening  a  land  office  for  entering  and  surveying  the  same  for  the  discharge  of  certain  debts  of  said 
State  contracted  during  the  late  war;  excepting  from  such  entry  and  survey,  certain  tracts  described  in  said  act, 
and  declared  to  be  reserved  for  the  Indians  and  other  special  purposes.  The  entries  and  surveys  which  have  been 
made  by  the  claimants  on  the  lands  in  question,  were  under  said  act  and  an  act  of  the  3d  of  June,  1784,  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  Indian  title  to  said  lands  has  ever  been  extinguished.  The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  between  the' 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  made  on  the  SSUi  of  November,  1785,  establisl»ed  a  line  between 
the  United  States  and  said  tribe,  excluded  a  large  portion  of  the  lands  which  are  claimed  to  have  been  entered  and 
surveyed  under  said  acts;  at  which  treaty  the  agent  of  North  Carolina  attended  and  entered  his  protest  against  it  as 
intrenching  npon  the  rights  of  that  State;  this  treaty  was,  however,  agreed  to,  and  ratified  by  the  United  States  and 
said  tribe,  on  the  21st  of  November,  1789.  North  Carolina  acceded  to  the  present  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
.  and  on  the  32d  of  December  following,  passed  an  act  ceding  to  the  United  State's  all  her  claim  to  territory  lying 
west  of  a  certain  line,  and  including  all  the  said  lands;  in  which  cession  it  is,  among  other  things,  made  a  condition, 
"  that  all  entries  made  by  or  grants  made  to  all  and  every  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  agreeably  to  law,  and 
within  the  limits  thereby  intended  to  be  ceded  to  the  United  States  should  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  such 
cession  had  not  been  made;  and  that  all  and  every  right  of  occupancy  and  preemption,  and  every  other  right  re- 
served by  any  act  or  acts  to  persons  settled  on  and  occupying  lands  within  the  limits  gf  the  lands  hereby  intended 
to  be  ceded  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  to  be  in  full  force,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  cession  had  not  been  made, 
and  as  conditions  upon  which  the  said  lands  are  ceded  to  the  United  States;  which  cession  was,  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  2d  of  April,  1790,  accepted.  On  the  2d  of  July,  1791,  the  treaty  of  Holston  was  made  with  the  said 
Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians;  in  which  the  present  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  said  Indian  tribe 
was  established,  and  all  the  lands  lying  beyond  the  said  line  secured  thereby  to  the  said  tribe-  It  appears  to  the 
committee  that  whatever  right  the  claimants  have  Can  be  no  other  than  a  pre-emptive  right  to  said  land,  and  only 
such  of  them  as  by  conformnig  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  so  as  to  have  secured  to  themselvps  a  title 
under  such  laws,  and  cannot  claim  of  the  United  States  any  thing  more  than  a  confirmation  pf  that  title;  and,  there- 
fore, recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  the  Indian  title  to  the  said  lands  shall  be  extinguished  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  by  purchase  orotherwise,  provision  ought  by  law  to  be  made  to  secure  to  such  of  the  said  claimants, 
as  by  conforming  to  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  have  secured  to  themselves  a  title  to  the  right  of  pie-emption 
under  such  laws,  the  occupancy  and  possession  of  such  lands. 

Note.— For  the  papers  referred  to  in  this  report,  see  Indian  Affairs,  No.  75,  page  624. 
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CLAIMS   TO   LAND    IN   LUZERNE   COUNTY,    PENNSYLVANIA. 

COMMUNICATEDi  TO  T«E    SENATE,   MARCH   2,    1797. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  oftlie  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
the  petition  of  the  subscribers,  holders  of  land  in  the  county  qf  Luzerni,  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  respectfully 
represents;  .      .  • ' 


That,  by  the  charter  of  Charles  II.  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  that  colony  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Massachusetts  colony,  and  extending  from  the  Narraganset  bay  on  the  east  to  the  South  Sea  on  the  west,  in  longi- 
tude as  the  Massachusetts  colony.  That  in  the  year  1753,  a  large  number  of  persons,  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred 
and  ninety,  relying  on  the  force  of  that  charter,  formed  themselves  into  a  company  under  the  name  of  the  Susque- 
hanna Company,  who  afterwards,  by  consent  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  purchased  of  the  Indians  assembled  at  a 
council  fire  at  Albany,  by  a  deed  dated  the  11th  day  of  July,  1754,  a  large  tract  of  land  containing  in  breadth  one 
degree  of  latitude,  and  in  length  extending  from  ten  miles  east  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  west.  That  in  the  year  1762,  the  company  made  settlements  oathe  land,  and  ever  since,  although  with  some 
interriiptions,  have  continued  to  hold  and  possess  the  same  under  the  title  of  the  then  colony,  now  State  of  Connec- 
ticut; tliat  the  settlers  before  and  during  the  late  war  were  numerous,  so  that  they  furnished  the  continental  array 
with  three  hundred  men  at  one  time,  and  they  now  exceed  thirteen  thousand  persons. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  represent,  that  the  same  lands  were  claimed  by  the  successors  of  William  Penn, 
as  coming  within  the  charter  granted  to  him  by  Charles  II.  nineteen  years  posterior  to  the  grant  to  the  colony  of 
Connecticut.  The  colony  of  Connecticut,  however,  maintained  its  jurisdiction,  and  the  settlers  were  organized 
into  a  county,  and  represented  in  its  Legislature,  until  the  30th  day  of  December,  1782,  when  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
purchase  was  decreed  to  be  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  a  court  of  commissioners  formed  at  Trenton,  agreeably 
to  the  second  clause  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation  nf  the  United  States.  That  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
soon  after  that  decree,  attempted  to  dispossess  the  settlers  by  military  lorce,  without  a  trial  for  the  private  right  of 
soil.  That  the  Susquelianna  Company  had  no  right  to  a  hearing  before  that  court,  nor  could  the  settlers  be  impli- 
cated in  that  decree;  but  they  applied  to  Congress  for  a  court  to  be  instituted  to  decide  the  private  right  of  soil  between 
them  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  claimants  under  that  State.  Thatthisapplication  was  opposed  by  Penn- 
sylvania, and  although  once  ordered  by  Congress,  through  various  obstacles  and  delays  which  the  applicants  could  not 
obviate,  the  court  of  commissioners  never  met.  That  the  violence  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
prevented  the  settlers  from  becoming  citizens  of  that  State  for  several  years,  although  they  frequently  offered  to  submit 
to  their  laws  and  jurisdiction,  ort,  condition  that  they  might  be  guarantied  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  their  lands. 
That  afterwards  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  embraced  their  offers,  and  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1787,  con- 
firmed to  the  settlers  the  lands  acquired  by  them  previous  to  the  decree  before  mentioned,  atid  the '  inhabitants 
thereupon  adopted  the  laws,  and  have  ever  since  demeaned  themselves  as  citizens  of  Pennsylvania.  That  in  con- 
sequence of  that  law  many  strangers  came  into  that  county  and  purchased  the  land  thus  confirmed  to  the  original 
settlers,  whereon  great  and  valuable  improvements  have  been  made.  That  afterwards,  on  the  1st  day  of  April, 
1790,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  passed  an  act  purporting  the  repeal  of  the  confirming  act  aforesaid,  by  whicl) 
means  the  dispute  has  been  procrastinated  to  this  time.  The  settlers  .and  holders  of  land  under  that  purchase,  now 
find  suits  instituted  against  them  before  the  circuit  court  for  Pennsylvania  district,  and  before  the  common  law 
courts  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  That  the  establishment  of  the  new  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  super- 
seded the  fair  and  impartial  trial  provided  in  such  cases  under  the  old  confederation,  and  no  law  under  the  former 
has  contemplated  a  trial  by^  jury,  where  the  whole  of  the  citizens  of  a  State  are  strongly  interested  in  the  suit.  As 
the  law  now  stands,  the  trials  of  our  titles  must  be  had  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  jury  must  be  composed  of  its  citi- 
zens. In  this  sitiiation,  those  who  are  to  decide  on  our  rights,  on  the  just  decision  of  which  depend  the  comforts  and 
happiness  of  a  numerous  people,  prejudiced  against  us  as  they  are,  we  can  have  no  expectation  of  that  fair  and  im- 
partial result,  which  would  tend  to  reconcile  us  to  that  fate,  which,  if  unfavorable,  must  prove  our  ruin.  We. 
therefore,  pray  that  Congress  will  take  our  peculiar  circumstances  into  consideration,  and  provide  us  the  means  of 
having  a  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  in  some  State  which  is  not  interested  in  the  controversy,  or  in  such  manner  as 
shall  seem  to  you  expedient.     And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

PUTNAM  CATLIN,  Agent  for  the  inhabitants  of  Luzerne  county. 
NATHAN  BEACH, 
BENJAMIN  SMITH, 
ABRAHAM  BRADLEY,  Jr. 
JOHN  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JENKINS. 
Philadelphia,  March  1st,  1797. 
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SOUTHERN    AND    WESTERN    LIMITS    OF    GEORGIA. 

cohmunicated  to  the  senate,  march  2,  1797. 

Mr.  Ross  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  respecting  the  southern  and  western  boundary 
of  Georgia,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Georgia  was  created  by  charter  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  dated  in  June,  1732,  and  originally  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  northern  stream  of  the  river  Savannah,  on  the  south  by  the  most  southern  stream  (the  Ocmulgee) 
of  the  Altamaha,  and  westward  from  the  heads  of  the  said  rivers,  respectively,  to  the  South  Seas.  It  was  intended 
as  a  frontier  establishment  to  strengthen  and  protect  the  settlements  of  South  Carolina,  and  probably  to  form  the 
southern  and  western  boundary  of  that  province.  The  country  between  the  Altamaha  and  St.  Mary's,  being  ir. 
dispute  between  Britain  and  Spain,  was  excluded  from  the  Georgia  charter. 

In  1752,  the  charter  of  Georgia  was  surrendered  to  the  Crown,  which,  from  thenceforward,  possessed  exclusively 
over  this,  as  well  as  over  all  other  colonies  which  were  Crown  property,  the  power  of  enlarging  or  diminishing  toe- 
boundaries  of  the  province.    By  a  proclamation,  dated  7th  of  October,  1763,  the  lands  lying  between  the  rivere  Al- 
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tamaha  and  St.  Mary's  were  added  to  Georgia,  and,  by  the  same  instrument,  "  all  the  lands  and  territories  lying  to 
the  westward  of  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  sea  from  the  west  and  northwest  are  reserved  under 
the  sovereignty,  piotection.  and  dominion  of  the  King,"  which  would  appear  to  have  excluded  and  extinguished  all 
jurisdiction  in  Georgia  oyer  the  lands  beyond  the  sources  of  these  rivers,  and  to  have  vested  it  in  the  Crown.  Like 
the  country  beyond  the  Ohio,  the  lands  thus  reserved  west  of  Georgia  constituted  a  territory  out  of  which  new  co- 
lonies might  from  time  to  time  be  erected.  Tiiis  opinion  is  fortified  by  the  actual  exercise  of  this  species  of  juris- 
diction by  the  Crown.  It  enlarged  the  government  of  West  Florida,  by  extending  its  limits  northward  to  a  line 
drawn  due  east  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo  to  the  Appalachicola,  thereby  adding  more  than  a  degree  and  a  half 
in  breadth  to  that  province.  This  was  not  complained  of  in  Georgia,  nor  was  it  considered  as  an  encroachment;  nor 
does  it  appear  from  any  document  that  Georgia,  before  the  Revolution,  ever  claimed  or  exercised  any  jurisdiction  to 
the  westward  of  the  sources  of  the  Ocmulgee  river. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain  having,  previous  to  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  severed  and  annexed  to 
West  Florida  that  portion  of  the  reserved  territory  which  lies  to  the  south  of  a  parallel  drawn  due  east  from  the 
roouth  of  the  Yazoo  to  the  Appalachicola,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  territory  did  not.revert  to  Georgia  by  our 
treaties  with  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  but  now  belongs  to  the  United  States.  And,  if  the  foregoing  construction  of 
the  proclamation  is  just,  Georgia  can  have  no  good  title  to  the  lands  lying  west  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of 
St.  Marj''s  river  to  the  source  of  Ocmulgee,  or  west  of  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  sea  from  the 
west  and  northwest.  But.  inasmuch  as  this  boundary  has  never  been  ascertained,  and,  in  its  nature,  must,  in 
many  places,  be  uncertain,  and  as  the  State  of  Georgia  has  claimed  and  exercised  jurisdiction  over  a  great  portion  of 
this  territory,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  amicable  and  conciliatory  plan  of  accommodating  these  adverse 
claims  should  be  adopted  by  the  United  States,  and  for  that  purpose  they  recommend  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  appoint  three  commissioners,  who,  or  any  two  of 
whom,  shall  have  full  power  to  treat,  adjust,  and  determine,  with  such  commissioners  as  shall  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  all  interfering  claims  of  the  United  States  and  Georgia  to  the  lands  lying  west  of 
a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  source  of  the  Ocmulgee,  and  west  of  the  sources  of  the 
rivers  which  fall  into  the  sea  from  the  west  and  the  northwest 

2.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  take  measures  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants in  this  disputed  territory,  the  places  of  their  residence,  and  their  right  to  the  soil  they  now  possess.  And 
that  he  request  from  the  State  of  Georgia  its  consent  that  a  temporary  government  be  established,  under  the  author- 
ity ef  the  United  States  over  this  tprritui-y,  to  continue  no  longer  than  the  duration  of  the  present  dispute;  and  it  is 
hereby  declared  that  the  assent  of  the  State  to  this  measure  shall,  in  no  respect,  be  construed  so  as  to  affect  its  title 
to  the  lands  or  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country. 

3.  That,  if  the  consent  of  Georgia  shall  be  obtained  for  that  purpose,  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to 
establish  a  territorial  goveinment  in  tiie  above  described  country,  similar  to  that  of  the  Western  territory,  and  to 
appoint  all  the  necessary  officers  therein,  whose  commissions  shall  be  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress;  and  they  shall  respectively  enjoy  and  receive  the  same  compensations  for  their  services  as  the  present 
officers  for  the  Western  territory  are  entitled  to  receive  by  law.  '  ■       . 
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APPLICATION    FOR    LANDS    AT    REDUCED    PRICE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY    16,    1798. 

Mr.  Gbiswold,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial. of  John  Spaftbrd,  and  others,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

That  these  memorialists  request  permission  to  purchase  of  the  United  States  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Northwest  ter- 
ritory, on  terms  different  from  those  prescribed  by  the  law  regulating  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  sale  of  lands  of  the  United  States  can,  with  propriety,  only  be  regulated  by  established  rules 
prescribed  by  law;  and  if  the  mode  of  sale  now  adopted  is  defective  or  inconvenient,  those  defects  can  only  be 
remedied  by  a  revision  of  the  law  already  in  force. 

The  committee  are  likewise  of  opinion  that  no  individual  applications  to  the  Legislature  for  the  purchase  of  land 
can  be  admissible;  and  that  the  prayer  of  this  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


5th  Congress.]  No.  39.  [2d  Session. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY   BOUNTY  LANDS. 

communicated  to   the   house   of   representatives,  JANUARY  23,    1798. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  Foster,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  John  Nelson,  and  of 
Susannah  Russell,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Charles  Russell,  deceased,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  object  of  these  petitions  is  to  obtain  compensation  for  lands  located  under  the  laws  of  Virginia,  before 
its  deed  of  cession  to  the  United  States,  in  the  part  of  the  country  ceded  to  the  Indians  by  the  treaty  ot  Hopewell, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six.  <■  n,     t  n-  l      o 

This  subject  has  repeatedly  been  presented  to  the  view  of  the  House.  A  report  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  becre- 
tary  of  State,  upon  the  petition  of  John  Rogers,  an  officer  in  the  Virginia  line,  in  the  same  situation  with  Mr.  Nelson 
and  Mr.  Russell,  stating  the  situation  and  merits  of  these  claims,  is  subjoined.  To  that  report  the  committee  ask 
leave  to  refer;  and  at  the  same  time  they  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  United  States  are  not  bound  to  satisfy 
these  claims,  or  any  others  of  the  like  kind. 
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February  16,  1793. 

The  Secrbtart  or  State,  fo  whom  was  referred,  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  the  petition 
of  John  Rogers,  setting  forth,  that,  as  an  officer  of  tl»e  State  of  Virginia,  during  the  late' war,  he  became  entitled 
to  two  thousand  acres  of  lands  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  Tennessee,  at  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio,  and  to 
two  thousand  four  hundred  acres  in  different  parcels,  between  the. same  river  and  the  Mississippi,  all  of  them 
within  the  former  limit  of  Virginia,  which  lands  were  allotted  to  him,  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
before  its  deed  of  cession  to  the  United  States;  that  by  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  in  1786,  the  part  of  the  country 
comprehending  those  lands,  was  ceded  to  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  and  praying  compensation  for  the  same,  reports: 

That  the  portion  of  country  comprehending  the  said  parcels  of  land  has  been  ever  understood  to  be  claimed, 
and  has  certainly  been  used  by  the  Chickasaw  and  Cherokee  Indians,  for  their  hunting  grounds;  the  Chickasaws 
holding  exclusively  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Tennessee,  and  extendmg  their  claims  across  that  river,  eastwardly. 
into  the  claims  of  the  Cherokees,  their  conterminous  neighbors. 

That  the  Government  of  Virginia  was  so  well  apprised  of  the  lights  of  the  Chickasaws  to  a  portion  of  country 
within  the  limit  of  that  State,  that,  about  the  year  1780,  they  instructed  their  agent  residing  with  the  southern  In- 
dians, to  avail  himself  of  the  first  opportunity  which  should  offer,  to  purchase  the  same  from  them;  and  that,  there- 
fore, any  act  of  that  Legislature,  allotting  these  lands  to  their  officers  and  soldiers,  must  probably  have  been  passed 
on  the  supposition  that  a  purchase  of  the  Indian  right  would  be  made,  which  purchase,  however,  has  never  been 
made. 

That,  at  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  the  true  boundary  between  the  United  States,  (m  the  one  part,  and  the  Chero- 
kees and  Chickasaws,  on  the  other,  was  examined  into,  and  acknowledged;  and,  by  consent  of  all  parties,  the  tin- 
settled  limits  between  the  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws  were  at  the  same  time  ascertained,  and  in  that  part  particu- 
larly were  declared  to  be  the  high  lands  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee,  whereby  the  whole 
of  the  petitioner's  locations  were  found  to  be  in  the  Chickasaw  country. 

That  the  right  of  occupation  of  the  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws,  in  this  portion  of  country,  having  never  been 
obtained  by  the  United  States,  or  those  under  whom  they  claim,  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  ceded  by  them  at  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell,  but  only  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  Chickasaws,  and  retained  to  them. 

That  the  country  south  of  the  Ohio'  was  formerly  contested  between  the  Six  Nations  and  the  Southern  Indians    ' 
for  hunting  grounds. 

That  the  Six  Nations  sold,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  to  the  then  Government  their  right  to  that  country,  de- 
scribing it  as  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  upwards.  That  no  evidence  can,  at  this  time  and  place, 
be  procured,  as  to  the  right  of  the  Southern  Indians,  that  is  to  say,  the  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws,  to  the  same 
country;  but  it  is  believed  that  they  voluntarily  withdrew  their  claims  within  the  Cumberland  river,  retaining  their 
right  so  far,  which  consequently  could  not  be  conveyed  from  them,  or  to  us,  by  the  act  of  the  Six  Nations,  unless  it 
be  proved  that  tlie  Six  Nations  had  acquired  a  right  to  the  country  between  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers, 
by  conquest  over  the  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws,  which,  it  is  believed,  cannot  be  proved. 

That,  therefore,  the  location  of  the  petitioner  must  be  considered  as  made  within  the  Indian  territory,  and  in- 
susceptible of  being  reduced  into  his  possession,  until  the  Indian  right  be  purchased. 

That  this  places  him  on  the  same  footing  with  Charles  Russell,  and  others,  officers  of  the  same  State,  who  had  located 
their  bounty  lands  in  like  manner  within  the  Chickasaw  lines,  whose  case  was  laid  before  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  at  their  last  session,  and  remains  undecided  on:  and  that  the  same,  and  no  other  measure, 
should  be  dealt  to  this  petitioner,  which  shall  be  provided  for  them. 

THOMAS  }E¥¥EnS01S!,  Secretw-y  of  State. 


January  22,  1792. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  letter  of  the  Governor 
of  Virginia,  of  January  7th,  1792,  which,  with  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  that  Common- 
wealth, of  December  12th,  1791,  and  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  thereon,  of  December  17th,  on  the  case 
of  Charles  Russell,  late  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  stating  that  a  considerable  part  of 
the  tract  of  country  allotted  for  the  officers  and  soldiers,  having  fallen  into  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  on  the 
extension  of  their  common  boundary,  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  had,  in  1781,  passed  an  act,  substituting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  tract  of  country  between  the  said  boundary  and  the  rivers  Mississippi,  Ohio  and  Tennessee, 
and  subjecting  the  same  to  the  claims  of  their  officers  and  soldiers:  that  the  said  Charles  Russell  had,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  directed  warrants  for  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two  thirds  acres  of  land,  to 
be  located  within  the  said  tract  of  country;  but  that  the  same  belonging  to  the  Chickasaws,  he  is  unable  to  obtain 
aright  thereto,  and  that  there  are  other  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  Commonwealth  under  like  circum- 
stances, reports: 

That  the  tract  of  country  before  described  is  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Chickasaw  nation,  as  established  by 
the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  the  10th  day  of  January,  1786. 

That  the  right  of  occupancy  of  the  said  lands,  therefore,  being  vested  in  the  said  nation,  the  case  of  the  said  Charles 
Russell,  and  other  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  becomes  proper  to  be  referred  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  United  States  for  their  consideration. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


5th  Congress.]  jyfo^   40.  [2d  Session. 

PROGRESS   OF   SURVEYS   NORTHWEST   OF   THE   OHIO. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE  SENAtE,  MAY  3,  1798. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Senate,  passed  on  the  17th  day  of  April,  1798, 
respectfully  submits  the  following  report: 

1st.  In  March,  1797,  soon  after  an  appropriation  was  made  for  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  office  of 
the  Surveyor  General,  instructions  were  issued  to  that  officer  to  take  measures  for  ascertaining  the  outlines  of  the 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  titles  were  extinguished  by  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  August,  1795.  In  consequence, 
an  agreement  was  made  for  running  the  line  from  Fort  Recovery  to,  Loraine's  Stone,  and  from  thence  to  the  Tus- 
Karawas  branch  of  the  Muskingum  river.  Information  has  been  received  that  the  line  from  the  Tuskarawas  river 
r  K^*?'"*^  mentioned  in  the  treaty  near  Loraine's  Stone,  has  been  actually  run  and  marked,  with  only  a  deviation 
ot  about  twenty-three  chains,  near  the  latter  place.  As  the  error  has  happened  to  be  disadvantageous  to  the  Indians, 
measures  tor  correcting  it  have  been  recommended,  especially  if  the  Indians  shall  appear  to  be  dissatisfied. 
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2d.  No  contracts  liave  been  yet  made  for  surveying  the  lands  below  the  Great  Miami,  or  between  the  Scioto, 
and  the  purchase  made  by  the  Ohio  Company,  or  the  lands  between  the  Connecticut  claim,  and  the  seven  ranges  ot 
townships  surveyed  under  the  ordinance  of  May  20th,  1785.  Surveys  in  one  or  more  of  the  abov«  mentioned  tracts 
are,  however,  expected  to  be  commenced  during  the  ensuifig  session. 

3d.  The  tract  allotted  for  satisfying  the  military  land  .warrants,  by  the  act  passed  on  the  1st  of  June,  1796,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  military  services,  and  for  the  Society  of  the  United 
Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  has  been  principally,  surveyed.  It  was  expected  that  the 
surveys  and  returns  would  have  been  completed  before  this  time. 

The  delay  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  sickness  of  some  of  the  surveyors,  and  to  the  severity  of  the  last  winter. 
Whenever  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  the  surveys  are  finished,  the  notihcation  required  by  the  second  section  of  the 
aforesaid  act  will  be  inimediately  published. 

4th.  The  tracts  granted  to  the  Moravian  Society  at  Schoenbrunn,  Gnadenhuiten,  and  Salem,  have  been  surveyed, 
and  the  necessary  returns  made  to  the  Departments  of  State. 

The  Secretary  respectfully  suggests  that  inconveniences  are  experienced  from  the  direction  contained  in  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  May  5,  1796,  which  requires  that  the  time  of  commencing  sales  shall  be  previously  notified  for 
two  months  in  all  the  States,  and  in  the  Northwestern  territory.  If  the  law-should  be  so  modified  as  to  authorize 
sales  at  certain  stated  periods  it  is  believed  that  the  good  eftects  of  the  existing  regulation  would  be  secured,  while. 
at  the  same  time,  the  disadvantages,  delay,  and  expense,  incident  to  repeated  notifications  would  be  avoided. 

It  appears  necessary  that  the  Senate  shoufd  be  informed  that  John  Cleves  Symmes,  Esq^  has  requested  that  a 
survey  may  be  made,  and  a  map  furnished,  of  the  remainder  of  a  tract  of  one  million  of  acres  of  land,  mentioned  in  a 
contract  made  with  the  late  Board  of  Treasury,  and  not  included  in  the  patents  granted,  pursuant  to  the  acts  passed 
on  the  12th  day  of  April,  and  the  5th  day  of  May,  1792,  and  that  notice  has  been  given  of  an  intention  to  make  a 
tender  at  the  Treasury  under  the  said  contract.  No  measures  have  been  taken  for  effecting  a  sui-vey  as  requested, 
nor  has  the  proposed  tender  been  yet  made. 

All  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted. 

■     OLIVER  WOECOTT,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Treasury  Department,  Feb.  2,  1798.  ■■.  ■.    • 


5th  Congress.]  No.   41.  [2d  SessiOxV. 

APPLICATIONS    FOU   LAND    AT   REDiyCED   PRICES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  MAY. 19,  1798. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  Hannibal  William  Dobbyn,  and  'the 
petition  of  John  Ellyson,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  petitioners  respectively  applied  for  a  grant  of  lands  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Oliio,  upon  terms 
different  from  those  now  provided  by  law. 

That  the  committee,  being  instructed  to  inquire  generally  whether  any  amendments  are  necessary  in  the  law 
providing  ibr  the  sale  ot  the  said  lands,  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  alter  the  terms  of  sale  in  favor 
of  any  individual;  but,  that  any  alterations  that  may  be  thought  expedient  ought  to  apply  generally. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  of  Hannibal  William  Dobbyn,  and  of  the  petition  of  John  Ellyson, 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 


5th  Congress.]  No.    42.  [2d  SessioK'. 

SALES   OF    LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  JUNE  13,    1^98. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  execution 
of  the  act  "  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  territoiy  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
and  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  river,"  and  whether  any  and  what  amendments  ought  to  be  made  therein; 
and  particularly,  whether  any  alteration  ought  to  be  made  in  the  rate  at  which  the  said  lands  may  be  sold  under 
the  said  act:  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  selling  a  certain  tract  extending  along  tlie  Indian  territorial 
line  to  actual  settlers,  made  the  following  report: 

That  it  appears  by  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  hereunto  annexed,  and  to  which  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  refer,  that  forty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten  and  eleven  one-hundredthsj  acres,  (part  of  the  seven 
ranges  of  townships  surveyed  under  the  ordinance  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1785)  were  sold  at  Pitts- 
burgh in  sections  and  fractional  parts  of  sections;  that  the  whole  amount  of  purchase  money  obtained  for  the  same, 
was  one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty -five  dollars  and  forty-five  cents;  that  of  the  above 
sales,  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half  acres  reverted  to  the  public  for  failure  of  payment, 
leaving  the  amount  of  lands  actually  sold  forty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-two  and  sixtyvone  hun- 
dredths acres,  which  produced  (including  five  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  ninty-six  cents  forfeited  by  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  above  mentioned  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half  acres)  one  hundred  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents.  That  a  quarter  township,  containing,  five  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  was  sold  at  Philadelphia,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  payable  in  funded 
stock,  pursuant  to  the  act  passed  on  the  third  of  March,  1797;  and  that  the  sections  and  quarter  townships  in  the 
seven  ranges  have  been  repeatedly  offered  for  sale  without  success.  r  >     ,      ,    ,.       i  •  i     ,      t    ■■ 

It  further  appears,  that  progress  has  been  made  in  ascertaining  the  outlines  ot  the  lands  to  which  the  Indian 
title  has  been  extinguished,  and  in  surveying  the  tract  allotted  for  satisfying  military  warrants,  and  that  it  may  be 
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expected  that  the  whole  will  be  completed,  and  that  surveys  of  the  lands  designed  fni'  sale  will  be  commenced  dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  summer.  , .  ,    ■        -j  i      i 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  if  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  alter  the  terms  on  which  the  said  lands  may 
be  sold,  a  plan  may  be  better  matured,  and  more  correct  information  may  be  expected  at  the  ensuing  session  ot 
Congress  than  at  present,  nor  would  any  alteration  that  mightjae  adopted  dui'ing  this  session  operate  until  alter  the 
lands  shall  have  been  surveyed.  .        „  „      ,^      ,.         ,  ■  ,  ^         .  •    .u      u 

■    They  therefore  recommend  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  alteration  which  may  be  necessary  in  the  above 
mentioned  act  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


5th  CpNGyEss.]  No.  43.  [ad  Session. 

ALTERATIONS    SUGGESTED    IN    RUNNING    THE    MERIDIAN    LINES    IN 

THE    SURVEYS, 

COMMUNICATED   TO  THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXTATIVES,    JUNE  13,  1798. 

Mr.  Gallati-k,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  a  letter  of  Rufus  Putnam,  Surveyor 
General,  suggesting  the  expediency  of  repealing  that  part  of  the  law  "  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river,"  which 
requires  that  north  and  south  lines,  &c.  shall  be  run  according  to  the  true  meridian,  made  the  following  report: 
That,  in  their  opinion,  it  would  be  improper  to  repeal  the  part  of  the  law  above  mentioned. 


Marietta,  March  10th,  1798. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

1  conceive  it  ray  duty  to  inform  Congress  that  I  find  it  will  be  extremely  inconvenient  and  embarrassing,  if  not 
altogether  Impracticable,  for  the  deputy  surveyors  to  run  the  north  and  south  lines  of  townships,  &c.  according  to  the 
true  meridian,  as  expressed  in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  abovethe  mouth  ot  Kentucky  river."  That  there  is  a  difference  in 
the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  from  the  true  pole,  in  different  places,  and  those  at  no  great  distance  from  each 
other,  in  the  Northwest  territory,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  globe,  is  a  fact  well  ascertained;  so  that  a  compass  rec- 
tified or  adjusted  to  the  true  meridian  in  one  place,  will  not  cut  that  meridian  in  all  parts  of  the  territory,  or.  the 
tract  of  country  to  be  surveyed.  To  be  certain,  therefore,  that  the  north  and  south  lines,  in  all  instances,  are  run 
according  to  the  true  meridian,  as  the  express  words  of  the  law  require,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  very  frequent  ob- 
servations, in  order  to  discover  whether  you  are  running  according  to  the  true  meridian  or  not.  The  following  state- 
ment of  facts  will  show  that  this  is  altogether  impracticable. 

From  the  exception  in  the  aforesaid  act  in  certain  cases  of  running  according  to  the  true  meridian,  I  conceived 
myself  not  only  allowed  but  required,  that,  in  surveying  all  the  lands  trom  the  seven  ranges  west  to  the  Scioto  river, 
the  north  and  south  lines  should  be  run  as  near  as  possible  parallel  to  the  west  boundary  line  of  the  seven  ranges. 
Accordingly  I  had  all  the  compasses  of  the  surveyors  employed  in  the  survey  of  the  military  tract  rectified  to  one 
meridian,  corresponding  to  the  west  boundary  line  of  the  seventh  range.  At  the  same  time,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
variation  of  the  needle  in  different  parts  of  the  tract  as  far  as  practicable,  and  ascertain  the  practicability  or  imprac- 
ticability of  running  the  north  and  south  lines  of  the  townships  in  all  cases  according  to  the  true  meridian,  two  ol  the 
surveyors,  on  whose  abilities  I  could  depend,  were  instructed  to  ascertain  the  variation  of  the  needle  from  the  true 
meridain  in  various  parts  of  their  districts;  but  they  both  failed  in  the  attempt,  by  reason  of  fogs,  clouds,  &c.  Capt. 
Ludlow  observes,  "that  for  six  weeks  a  view  of  the  stars  was  intercepted  oy  clouds  in  such  a  manner  that  he  could 
not  take  an  observation." 

I  was  myself  up  the  Muskingum  last  June,  at  the  Moravian  towns,  and  crossing  the  above  Fort  Lawrence,  and 
in  a  whole  month  obtained  but  two  observations.  These  facts  I  conceive  prove  that,  should  we  attempt  to  run  by 
the  true  meridian,  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  it  through,  in  an  uniform  manner,  and  the  lines  will  not  correspond 
so  well  with  each  other  as  if  we  survey  by  the  meridian  adopted  for  the  military  tract,  or  any  other  uniform  magnetic 
meridian.  It  may  be  objected  that  compasses  differ  from  each  other,  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  certainty  in 
trusting  to  a  magnetic  meridian..  I  answer,  by  adjusting  all  the  instruments  made  use  of  to  one  meridian,  the  sur- 
vey^ throughout  will  be  uniform,  except  what  shall  arise  from  local  attraction  or  variation,  which  would  not  be 
avoided  by  attempting  to  run  according  to  the  true  meridian,  unless  observations  were  more  frequently  taken  than 
there  is  any  probability  they  can  be  in  the  ordinary  course  of  surveying. 

Besides,  to  ascertain  the  true  meridian  with  such  exactness  as  ought  to  be  depended  on,  requires  much  care  and 
attention  in  taking  the  observations,  and  ought  to  be  made  more  than  once  in  the  same  place,  to  justify  the  surveyor  in 
governing  himself  thereby.  And  with  respect  to  ascertaining  hereafter  any  line  which  shall  be  run  in  the  present  day, 
it  may  be  obtained  by  having  the  variation  of  the  needle  noted  on  the  plan,  with  the  date  of  the  survey,  as  well  as  if 
the  lines  had  been  run  according  to  the  true  meridian. 

With  the  utmost  deference,  therefore,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  the  expediency 
of  repealing  that  part  of  the  law  which  requires  that  north  and  south  lines,  &c.  shall  be  run  according  to  the  true 
meridian;  and  to  require  instead  thereof,  that  the  Surveyor  General  cause  all  instruments  made  use  of  in  the  surveys, 
to  be  adjusted  to  one  meridian;  that  the  variation  of  this  meridian  with  the  true  meridian,  in  various  parts  of  the 
territory,  or  tracts  of  land  to  be  surveyed,  be  ascertained  and  noted  on  the  plat  of  each  township  or  district. 
Which  is  humbly  submitted  by  the  Government's  obedient  servant, 

RUFUS  PUTNAM,  S.  G. 

Jonathan  Drayton,  Speaker. 
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5lh    Congress.]  Nq.  44.  [3d  Session. 

GRANTS    TO    THE    SETTLERS   IN  VINCENNES    AND    THE   ILLINOIS   COUNTRY. 

.       •  COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE,    DECEMBER    17,    1798. 

Mississippi  Territory,  March  18,  1798. 
Sir: 

The  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senate  ot  the  United  States,  enclosing  copies  of  petitions  from  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Northwestern  territory,  and  requesting  th'e.  Governor  thereof  to  report  a  correct  and  full  statement  of 
what  had  been  done  in  pursuance  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  June,  and  29th  of  August,  and  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1791,  came  to  my  hand  just  before  my  leaving  that  Government,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  his  excellency  Arthur  St.  Clair,  with  whom  the  said  resolution  was  left  at  my  departure  for  this  territory. 

All  the  proceedings  of  his  excellency  relative  to  land  claims  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  several  districts  of  the 
Mississippi,  so  far  as  they  ever  came  to  my  knowledge,  have  beeh  regularly  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Governor  will,  no  doubt,  seasonably  advertise  the  Senate  of 
the  same,  with  all  further  illustration  necessary. 

The  claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  Vincennes  were  by  me  specially  attended  to  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor, 
and  my  report  bearing  date  the  30th  of  July,  1790,  is  now  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  minutely  detailing 
my  proceedings  at  that  time,  and  accompanied  by  a  warrant  of  survey  for  all  the  land  which  I  was  authorized  to 
confirm  under  the  resolves  of  the  20th  of  June  and  29th  of  August,  1788,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  honora- 
ble Senate.  With  those  papers  is  also  an  address  made  unto  me  by  all  thepriiicipal  people  of  that  country,  express^ 
ing  their  high  satisfaction  for  my  attention  to,  ancl  decision  upon,  their  land  claims,  which  I  take  liberty  to  mention, 
and  oppose  to  the  improper  manner  and  matter  of  some  of  the  petitions  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  enclose,  and 
also  to  .add,  that  the  donation  tract,  which  is  represented  to  embrace  many  of  the  old  claims  and  improvements,  was 
laid  off",  after  inspection  of  the  same,  by  some  of  the  oldest  and  best  informed  inhabitants,  and  assurance  given  me 
that  one  oW  improvement  only  could  fall  within  the  same,  which  I  agreed  should  be  compensated  elsewhere,  and 
which  has  been  done  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  claimant. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1791,  which  I  presume  was  passed  upon  my  representation,  giving  a 
discretionary  power  for  further  grants  and  confirmations  of  lands,  I  have  exercised  with  such  liberality  as  I  was 
sometimes  apprehensive  might  be  construed  into  prodigality.  From  this  act,  and  the  example  of  the  Governor,  I 
have  confirmed  every  "concession"  of  land  not  exceeding  four  hundred  arpents  that  had  been  made  on  or  before 
1783,  which  has  been  presented  unto  me,  and  which  was  not  an  arrant  forgery.  I  have,  in  proportion  to  actual  ex- 
pe'nse  made,  and  improvements,  ordered  to  bejsurveyed  all  subsec|uent  grants  under  any  supposed  authority,  to  the 
year  1791,  witli.the  indulgence  of  laying  warrants  for  militia  services  upon  the  whole  of  any  tract,  a  part  of  whicli 
only  should  have  been  confirmed  in  consequence  of  improvements,  &c. 

I  have  admitted  real  testimony  in  all  due  latitude  to  confirm  titles  tt'here  it  has  been  pretended  "  concessions" 
have  been  lost,  and  even  where  no  record  of  claim  could  be  produced. 

After  a  notice  of  years  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  Vincennes  to  furnish  me  with  complete  lists  of  heads  of  fami- 
lies, and  the  militia  entitled  to  donation  lands,  I  permitted  an  addition  of  sixty  to  the  former,  and  fifty-nine  to  the 
militia,  upon  my  going  to  the  country  in  1797.  In  fine,  I  have,  to  the  very  best  of  my  abilities,  endeavored  to  carry  into 
execution  the  beneficent  intentions  of  Congress  to  their  very  fullest  extent;  but  the  people,  I  have  too  much  reason 
to  believe,  will  not  all  be  satisfied  short  of  a  grant  of  the  whole  country;  and  at  the  date  last  mentioned,  they  actu- 
ally made  unto  me  a  petition  that  1  would  parcel  out  amongst  them  all  the  lands  lying  between  two  parallel  lines 
running  tvtelve  leagues  above  and  twelve  below  Vincennes,  and  lines  at  right  angles  with  the  same  thirty  leagues 
east,  and  forty  west,  which  they  said  had  be'en  given  unto  them  by  the  Indians,  and  with  all  which  I  have  long 
since  made  the  Secretary  of  State  acquainted.  .... 

I  enclose,  sir,  a  copy  of  my  last  warrants  of  survey,  which  it  was  intended  should  be  delayed  until  I  had  got  the 
Surveyor's  returns.  By  those  and  former  warrants,  there  have  been  confirmed  unto  the  people  claiming  under 
France,  England,  and  a  court  never  authorized  to  make  grants,  about  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  acres. 

The  very  liberal  donations  from  Congress  amount  to  one  hundred  and  three  thousand  eight  hundred  acres,  almost 
five  times  the  first  mentioned  quantity. 

If,  sir,  the  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  territory  should  not  make  a  full  and  correct  statement,  &c.  agreeably 
to  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senate,  and  the  information  contained  in  this  letter  or  enclosure  may  be  anywise 
in  point,  I  request  of  you  they  may  be  made  use  of,  or  otherwise  preserved  for  my  order.  Far  removed  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  Northwestern  territory,  where  I  pledge  myself  that  a  faithful  journal  of  all  proceedings  of  the  Go- 
vernor in  the  executive  department,  so  far  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  has  always  been  kept,  I  have  it  not  in  my 
power  to  be  more  particular,  and  I  assure  you  that  my  present  engagements  leave  me  very  little  time  for  retrospect. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respectful  esteem,  your  humble  servant, 

WINTHROP  SARGENT. 

Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esq.  '  ' 

Vincennes,  Knox  County,  October  23, 1797. 

Sir:  ,,<-,. 

The  Governor,  it  seems,  permitted,  in  his  instructions  to  you,  that  actual  improvements,  made  before  his 
visiting  the  country  in  1795,  might  be  covered  by  militia  rights;  and  I  have  further  to  add  that,  where  parts  or  por- 
tions have  been  confirmed  by  me,  upon  grants  of  the  court  since  1783,  (in  consequence  of  improvements)  claimants 
may  be  permitted  to  cover  by  militia  lights,  not,  however,  to  extend  their  plantations  beyond  four  hundred  arpents; 
the  residue  must  be  laid  in  one  tract,  and  the  concerned  consulted  as  to  the  situation;  but  it  must  not  be  carried  to 
such  a  distance  as  to  alarm  or  render  uneasy  the  Indians,  (and  with  due  attention  to  this  consideration,  as  it  seems 
to  be  the  wish  of  the  concerned)  it  may  be  taken  across  the  White  river,  near  to  Derkus  station;  and  although  it  is 
intended  the  militia  should  have  good  lands,  yet  such  regard  must  be  paid  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  that 
this  location  shall  not  militate  with  further  settlements  that  may  be  intended. 

The  tract  to  be  divided  by  lot  amongst  the  claimants.  I  herewith  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  the  names  of 
persons  entitled  to  lands,  from  being  of  the  militia,  as  reported  to  me;  also  an  additional  number  of  names  to  my 
fist  of  those  entitled  to  the  donation  of  four  hundred  acres,  which  was  made  out  in  the  year  1790,  and  for  which 
lands  must  be  surveyed  adjoining  the  former  tract,  of  good  quality,  and  so  as  to  continue  said  tract  of  as  regular 
form  as  may  be;  I  add,  also,  a  considerable  list  of  lands  to  be  surveyed  by  you  for  persons  therein  named,  as  appear- 
ing to  me  to  have  due  claims.  But,  sir,  you  must  consider  it  a  part  of  your  duty,  as  an  officer  of  Government,  to  re- 
port to  me,  with  the  return  of  surveys,  all  errors  of  boundaries,  and  also  of  evidence  to  title,  that  shall  come  to 
your  knowledge;  for  any  tracts  ordered  to  be  surveyed,  in  consequence  of  deeds,  on  or  before  1783,  and  which  may 
happen  to  fall  within  the  donation  tract,  you  are  to  satisfy  the  persons,  upon  whose  lands  they  may  fall,  by  surveys 
elsewhere.  The  terra  acres  must  be  considered  arpents,  excepting  where  it  applies  to  donations,  or  is  especially 
signified  to  be  English  measure.  You  are  authorized  to  administer  the  necessary  oaths  ot  qualifications  for  chain 
carriers,  &c.  as  also  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  you  information  of  lines  and  boundaries  proper  to  be  known 
in  making  your  surveys. 
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For  your  surveying  fees,  the  establishment  of  Congress  is  a  good  general  rule;  but,  in  going  a  distance  to  survey 
a  single  tract,  it  cannot  be  sufficient;  and  for  small  town  or  out  lots,  there  must  be  some  agreement  between  you  and 
those  concerned,  as  no  one  rule  can  apply. 

Messieurs  Harlein  and  Dubois  have  asked  permission  to  lay  some  militia  rights  upon  the  White  and  Embarras 
rivers,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  ferries.  A  single  right  may  be  laid  at  each  place,  the  public  accommodation 
seeming  to  require  it;  a  high  road  to  be  left  in  front  of  the  same,  and  security  must  be  given  for  keeping  up  the 
ferries  as  long  as  the  public  convenience  may  require  them. 

WINTHROP  SARGENT. 

Robert  Bt;NTiN,  Surveyor  of  Knox  County. 


Pierre  Kerre,  the  elder,  a  piece  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Little  river;  two  arpents  in  front,  and  forty  deep; 
one  side  to  Pierre  Cartier,  towards  the  northeast  by  Baptiste  Voillette;  before  by  the  Wabash,  and  behind  by  vacant 
land. 

Jean  Baptiste  du  Cherne,  a  piece  of  land  four  arpents  in  front,  and  forty  deep,  lying-  on  the  Wabash,  and  bound- 
ed on  one  side  by  Voiletle,  on  the  other  by  the  Wabash,  but  to  be  diminished  so  far  as  it  may  interfere  with  the 
donation  tract. 

Charles  Bosseron,  a  lot  in  Vincennes  thirteen  toises  and  a  half  in  front;  one  side  to  a  public  road,  and  joining 
Francis  Vigo;  on  the  other  side  a  small  piece  of  land  belonging  to  said  Bosseron  and  Mr.  Vanderburgh,  facing  the 
prolongation  of  St.  Honore  street,  and  behind  by  a  street  not  named.  Another  lot  of  eleven  toises  and  a  half  in 
front,  on  St.  Honore  street,  extending  back  to  the  next  street,  and  on  both  sides  by  Bosseron's  other  lots. 

The  heirs  of  Francis  Bosseron,  a  piece  of  land  four  arpents  in  front  and  forty  deep  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Wabash,  bounded  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Le  Grand  to  the  northeast,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Jean  Cardain;  the 
river  in  front  and  lands  not  granted  in  rear. 

A  piece  of  land  four  arpents  by  forty  on  the  north  side  the  river  St.  Jerome,  with  a  house  thereon  of  twenty 
feet;  one  side  to  Louis  le  Moye,  and  on  the  other  to  the  sieur  Privet,  lying  along  the  river  to  the  great  road,  and  be- 
hind by  vacant  land.  Another  piece  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  with  a  house  thereon  twenty  feet  square; 
one  side  to  Charles  Guebriants,  the  other, to  Hugh  Heward;  in  front  by  the  river  to  the  great  road,  and  from  the 
road  to  vacant  lands. 

A  piece  of  land,  four  arpents  in  front  and  forty  deep,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash;  one  side  to  John  Pott, 
and  on  the  northeast  by  Gabriel  le  Grand.     The  heirs  know  not  of  this — supposed  a  mistake. 

Luke  Decker,  a  piece  of  land  two  arpents  in  front  and  forty  deep,  on  the  river  Du  Chi;  one  side  to  the  lands  of 
De  Coteau,  the  other  to  Jean  Baptiste  Martin. 

A  piece  of  land  two  arpents  wide  and  forty  deep  upon  the  river  Du  Chi,  twenty  arpents  of  which  lie  upon  the 
northwest,  and  twenty  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  river,  joining  other  lands  of  said  Decker  on  two  sides,  and  va- 
cant land  behind  and  before. 

Four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  prairie  Du  Chi.  At  one  corner  of  this  land  is  a  marked  Elm,  and  it  runs 
from  thence  to  the  southward,  across  the  river,  and  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  Moses  Henry,  on  the  east  by  Harpain, 
and  on  the  north  and  south  by  vacant  land. 

A  piece  of'land  four  arpents  wide  and  forty  deep,  in  the  prairie  of  the  river  Du  Chi;  on  the  west  to  the  grand 
Millet,  on  the  east  by  the  forest,  and  on  the  north  and  south  by  vacant  land. 

Francis  Vigo,  a  lot  in  Vincennes  twenty-five  toises  square;  one  side  to  Villeneuve,  and  by  three  streets.  A  lot 
in  Vincennes  thirteen  toises  in  front,  lying  on  the  street  St.  Louis,  and  running  back  to  the  street  St.  Honore,  join- 
ing Louis  Brouillet  on  one  side,  and  a  public  road  left  for  a  street  on  the  other  side.  Two  lots  in  Vincennes,  twenty- 
five  toises  square  each;  one  bounded  on  one  side  by  Peter  Thorn,  and  on  the  other  by  Mrs-  Winne,  and  on  two 
others  by  streets;  the  other  bounded  on  one  side,  towards  the  southwest,  by  vacant  land,  on  the  northeast  by  Reple; 
and  on  the  north  and  south  by  vacant  lots.  A  piece  of  land  of  an  irregular  figure,  containing  ten  acres,  more  or  less, 
near  the  tovvn  of  Vincennes,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  road  leading  to  Bosseron's  mill,  and  on  another  by  lands 
of  John  Dorret,  on  a  third  side  by  Mr.  Bosseron,  and  on  a  fourth  by  Louis  Bayen  the  son,  and  James 
M'Nulty. 

Two  lots  in  Vincennes,  opposite  each  other,  twenty-five  toises  each  in  front;  the  one  running  from  the  street  of 
St.  Louis  to  the  street  of  St.  Honore,  joining  Paul  Gamelin  on  one  side,  and  Jean  Baptiste  Vaudrey  on  the  other 
side;  the  other  running  from  the  street  of  St.  Honore  to  the  next  street,  not  yet  named,  joining  Mr.  Bosseron  on 
one  side,  and  Vaudrey  and  Charles  Bosseron  on  the  other  side. 

A  tract  of  land,  with  a  house  and  other  buildings  thereon,  two  arpents  in  front  and  forty  deep,  on  the  north  side 
of  St.  Jerome,  or  Wabash,  joining  Jean  Baptiste  Chartier  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  the  widow  Dumas.  Also, 
a  piece  of  land  on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  opposite  the  town,  joining  a  public  road,  on  one  side,  and  Vigo's  lands 
on  the  other. 

A  piece  of  land  two  arpents  in  front  and  forty  deep,  on  the  north  side  of  Wabash,  joining,  on  one  side,  lands  of 
said  Vigo,  and  on  the  other  Francis  Paquine. 

A  piece  of  land  two  arpents  in  front,  by  the  ordinary  depth,  at  the  Point  aux  Noyer,  from  the  Elm  Tree  road  to 
the  river  St.  Jerome,  joining  Frangois  I'Ognion  and  said  Vigo. 

A  piece  of  land,  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  deep,  from  the  Elm  Tree  road,  to  the  river  St.  Jerome,  joining 
said  Vigo  on  both  sides. 

A  piece  of  land  eight  arpents  in  front  by  forty  deep,  to  the  east  of  the  town  of  Vincennes,  joining  Tousaints  Co- 
der on  one  side,  and  Antoine  Vaudrey  on  the  other  side;  bounded  before  by  Joseph  Hainelin,  and  behind  by  vacant 
lands.  This  grant  seems  to  have  been  made  to  Rene  Coder  for  certain  services,  and  duly  conveyed  to  Vigo.  It 
falls  within  the  donation  tract,  but  an  equal  quantity  must  be  surveyed  for  Mr.  Vigo  upon  vacant  lands  near  the  do- 
nation tract,  as  they  may  be  had  of  good  quality. 

A  piece  of  land  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  deep,  below  the  Little  rocks  to  the  northeast  of  Vincennes,  join- 
ing Tousaints  du  Bois  to  the  northeast,  and  Jean  Baptiste  du  Cherne  to  the  southwest. 

A  piece  of  land  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  deep,  to  the  right  of  the  road  to  the  island  beyond  the  common, 
bought  of  Jean  Baptiste  du  Bois. 

A  piece  of  land  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  deep  near  the  "  Belle  Fontaine,"  bounded  on  one  side  by  other 
lands  of  said  Vigo  towards  the  southwest,  and  to  the  northeast  by  Pierre  du  Bois. 

Two  lots  in  Vincennes  of  about  twenty-five.toises  square,  each  joining  each  other,  and  lying  upon  three  streets, 
and  joining  James  McNulty  to  the  northeast. 

A  lot  in  Vincennes  joining  Lemon  Spring  on  one  side,  vacant  land  on  the  other,  and  the  two  other  sides  on  two 
streets. 

A  house  and  lot  in  Vincennes  fourteen  toises  in  breadth,  lying  on  the  street  St.  Louis  in  front,  on  one  side  a 
street  that  runs  to  the  river,  and  on  the  other  by  a  lot  of  the  late  Mr.  Le  Gras. 

A  lot  in  Vincennes  ten  toises  and  something  more,  lying  on  the  street  of  St.  Louis,  and  running  to  the  public 
road  along  the  St.  Jerome  river,  and  from  thence  to  the  beacn;  joining  lands  of  the  late  Phillipe  Le  Gras  on  one  side, 
and  on  the  other  side  the  public  road  reserved  for  a  street. 

A  lot  in  Vincennes  ten  toises  in  front,  or  thereabouts,  running  from  the  street  St.  Louis  to  the  public  road  along 
the  river  St.  Jerome,  and  from  thence  to  the  beach,  joining  Mr.  Le  Gras  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  the  public 
road  reserved  for  a  street. 

A  piece  of  land  two  arpents  in  front,  running  from  the  river  St.  Jerome  to  the  Elm  Tree  road,  and  joining 
lands  of  said  Vigo  on  one  side,  and  the  widow  of  Jean  Baptiste  Vaudrey  on  the  other  side. 

A  piece  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  a  little  above  the  town  of  Vincennes,  four  arpents  in  front  and 
forty  deep;  bounded  on  one  side  by  lands  of  St.  Marie,  and  on  the  other  by  Hunat. 
12  p 
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A  lot  (ovvards  the  east  corner  ofthe  town  of  Vincennes,  joining  Anthony  Dunceforcl,  and  a  street  not  named. 
A  piece  of  land  four  and  two-thirds  of  an  arpent  in  front,  running  from  the  King's  road  to  the  Wabash,  joining 
.Nicholas  Cardinal  on  one  side,  and  I  'ominique  Bergante  on  the  other  side. 

A  piece  of  land  in  the  old  Piankeshaw  town,  sold  by  James  Croche  to  Lieberge,  joining  Lebanon  on  one  side, 
and  Le  Beuf  on  the  other. 

A  piece  of  land  near  ihe  village  of  Vincennes.  joining  Wigg  on  the  east,  on  the  north  St.  Louis  street,  and  ex- 
tending westerly  to  the  village,  and  south  to  the  great  road.  ,  .     _  . 

Three  fields  or  pieces  of  land  joining  the  village,  running  north  42°  west  eight  perches,  then  n<irth  26°  east  twelve 
perches,  then  south  53°  eight  perches,  and  north  34°  east  eleven  perches. 

Three  pieces  of  land  in  the  old  Indian  village  sold  by  Montour  and  other  chiefs  to  Spring  and  Bnsseron,in  April 
and  May,  1786. 

Five  pieces  of  land  in  the  old  Piankeshaw  town  at  Vincennes,  sold  by  Montour  and  other  chiefs  to  the  same  per- 
sons as  the  former. 

The  field  lots  and  land  formerly  held  by  the  Kettle  Carrier,  sold  by  Quiquilaquia,  grandson  to  the  said  Kettle  Car- 
rier, with  the  approbation  of  Montour  and  the  other  Chiefs,  to  Spring  and  Bosseron. 

A  piece  of  land  running  from  the  street  of  St.  Louis  to  a  street  where  Drouette  de  Richerville  lives,  joining  on 
one  side  the  last  concession  or  acquisitions  of  the  town  of  Vincennes,  on  the  other  side  to  the  heap  of  stones  and  Mr. 
Vigo's  land,  sold  by  Montour  and  to  Francois  Bosseron  and  Jean  Baptiste  Vaudrey. 

A  lot  in  the  ancient  village  of  the  Piankeshaws,  sold  by  Cuntaral  to  Francois  I'Ognion,  joining  said  Vigo  on 
every  side. 

A  piece  of  land  on  the  little  river  of  the  Windmill,  joining  Mr.  Cournoye  on  one  side,  and  said  Vigo  on  the 
other,  fronting  the  road  and  running  to  Jones's  field,  fifty  toises  broad  and  thirty  deep,  bought  ofthe  widow  Boye. 
A  lot  in  the  old  Piankeshaw  town,  joining  on  one  side  to  Louis  Levere  and  Francis  du  Mois,  two  other  sides  on 
two  streets,  and  the  fourth  towards  the  little  river  joining  James  McNulty. 

A  piece  of  land  fifty-two  toises  in  front  and  thirty-four  deep,  to  the  east  of  Vincennes,  bounded  on  one  side  by 
Christopher  Reple,  on  the  other  by  Francois  Bosseron,  and  two  others  by  captain  Doyle,  bought  by  Jean  Guaries  of 
Joseph  I'Ognion- 

Six  lots,  twenty-five  toises  square  each,  and  running  back  to  a  street,  there  joining  Pierre  Cournoye  on  one  side 
and  Bosseron  on  the  other  side,  and  fronting  the  river,  the  other  five  joining  Vigo  on  one  side. 

Two  fields  or  pieces  of  land  to  the  cast  of  Vincennes,  one  nineteen  toises  in  front  on  the  Elm  Tree  road,  and 
sixty-eight  toises  deep,  joining  Louis  Boyen  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  lands  late  of  Samuel  Bradley,  and  run- 
ning back  to  the  fields  formerly  cultivated  by  the  Indians;  the  other  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Mill  road  and  by 
Mr.  Bosseron,  and  running  sixty-eight  toises  to  Pierre  Gramelin,  and  thirty  toises  to  the  east  to  lands  late  of  Simon 
Spring,  and  having  eighty-one  toises  on  a  third  face,  and  forty-one  on  the  fourth,  bought  of  Louis  St.  Aubin  by  James 
Johnston.  . 

A  piece  of  land  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  part  of  a  tract  said  to  have  been  granted  by  the  court 
of  Vincennes,  1779,  to  John  Cardine,  (but  the  concession  is  lost)  situated  about  five  miles  from  Vincennes,  on  the 
road  to  the  forks  of  White  river,  and  lying  between  two  small  water  courses  that  fall  into  the  mill  creek,  joining 
lands  ofthe  said  Gadine  to  the  westward,  sold  to  him  by  Jean  Cardine. 

Four  hundred  acres  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash  in  the  Grand  Prairie  about  a  league  from  Vincennes, granted 
to  him  by  the  court  by  certain  courses,  and  bounded  to  the  north  by  John  Johnson. 

Francis  Vigo,  the  following,  viz:  A  house  and  lot  near  the  town  of  Vincennes  thirty  toises  in  front,  and  bounded 
on  one  side  by  Spring,  and  on  the  other  by  Montour;  a  street  in  front  and  a  public  road  in  the  rear;  sold  by  Mon- 
tour to  Leboye,  &c. 

James  McNulty  a  field  or  piece  of  land  in  Vincennes  fronting  on  the  public  road,  and  joining  La  Chine  on  one 
side,  and  Simon  Spring  on  the  other  two;  sold  to  him  by  Grosseblanc  and  wife. 

Another  field  joining  Lielarge  on  the  east,  Jean  Baptiste  Vaudrey  on  the  north,  fronting  on  the  public  road  to  the 
barrier,  and  behind,  joining  Pierre  Gamelinj  sold  to  him  by  Montour  chief  of  the  Piankeshaws. 

Francis  Wilson  a  lot  in  Vincennes  twenty-five  toises  square,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Benjamin  Bride,  on  the 
west  and  north  by  streets,  and  on  the  east  by  vacant  land. 

John  Small  a  piece  of  land  two  arpents  square  on  the  northeast  side  of  Vincennes,  joining  lands  of  Bosseron  on 
the  southwest;  and  Johnson  on  the  southeast  and  northeast,  and  the  great  road  on  the  northwest;  sold  him  by  Bap- 
tiste du  Bois. 

A  piece  of  land  on  the  Wabash  above  the  town  of  Vincennes,  bounded  on  the  nwth  by  the  river,  on  the  east  by 
Vigo,  running  sixly-six  perches  north  30°  east,  and  forty  perches  north.  47°  west,  part  of  the  Indian  village. 

A  piece  of  land  two  arpents  in  front  and  forty  deep,  in  the  prairie  of  the  river  Du  Chi;  one  side  to  Jean  Baptiste 
Millcet,  another  to  Jean  Baptiste  Braton;  sold  to  him  by  Joseph  Pederot,  jun. 

A  piece  of  land  in  the  prairie  ofthe  river  Du  Chi  two  arpents  in  front  and  forty  deep,  on  the  north  side  to  John 
Decker,  on  the  south  to  John  Small,  on  the  east  and  west  to  vacant  land;  sold  him  by  Jean  Baptiste  Millcet. 

A  piece  of  land  four  arpents  in  front  and  forty  deep  on  the  saw  mill  lun,  bounded  south  by  Bosseron,  west  by 
Starkey,  north  by  the  run,  east  by  John  Martin;  sold  him  by  Joseph  Amelin. 

Four  hundred  arpents  of  land  on  the  little  river,  joining  Daniel  Sullivan  on  the  west,  Francis  Bosseron  on  the 
north,  vacant  lands  on  the  east  and  south;  sold  him  by  Pieire  Kerre  and  wife.  Mr.  Small  has  no  deed  for  this,  but, 
us  it  has  been  proved  to  Col.  Sargent  that  this  (in  pan)  was  an  ancient  concession,  you  are  to  satisfy  the  same  with 
the  usual  quantity,  that  is,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents. 

Laurent  Bassadon  a  lot  in  Vincennes  twelve  toises  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  joining  Cardinal  on  one  side, 
Du  Bois  on  another,  and  the  other  two  lying  on  streets  sold  by  Francois  Brouilet. 

A  lot  in  Vincennes,  twenty-five  toises  square,  joining  said  Bassadon  on  one  side,  and  Vital  Boucher  on  the  other, 
and  to  two  streets  sold  by  Joseph  Drouen. 

Four  arpents  in  front  by  the  ordinary  depth,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Wabash,  one  side  to  lands  of  Deshom,  on 
the  other  by  Pierre  Racine,  on  the  third  by  Andrew  Racine,  on  the  fourth  by  the  Wabash;  sold  by  Francis  Racme. 
Robert  Buntin,  a  house  and  lot  in  Vincennes,  front  to  the  Wabash,  back  to  the  Indian  fields,  one  side  by  Ma- 
(tnaam,  on  the  other  by  Francis  the  Cat's  Paw,  about  one  acre  in  length  each  way. 

Another  lot,  and  the  buildings  thereon,  in  Vincennes,  eighty  feet  in  front,  and  running  from  the  road  on  the  bank 
of  the  Wabash  to  the  street  St.  Louis,  one  side  by  lands  late  of  Antoine  Marie,  on  the  other  by  Henry  Richard  sold 
by  Maonaam  to  Richard  and  wife;  two  arpents  of  land,  by  forty  deep,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  opposite  the 
Indian  village,  one  side  to  Du  Cherme,  the  other  to  Baradi,  being  a  part  of  four  arpents  granted  by  St.  Marie  to 
Pierre  Barthe.  .  ... 

Samuel  Baird,  one  arpent  of  land  in  front,  by  forty  deep,  on  the  north  side  of  St.  Jerome  river,  j-unning  from  the 
river,  and  leaving  a  public  road  on  the  bank  thereof,  according  to  the  custom,  joining  Pierre  Cournoye  on  one  side, 
and  Joseph  Brossard  on  the  other,  with  a  house  thereon. 

Jacob  Howell,  a  lot  in  Vincennes,  twenty-five  toises  square,  on  the  south  and  west  to  streets,  on  the  east  by 
David  Howell,  and  north  by  another  street.  . 

Michael  Barrackman,  a  lot  in  Vincennes.  in  the  common,  twenty-five  toises  square,  on  the  north  and  east  by 
streets,  on  the  south  by  John  Day,  and  on  the  west  by  William  Morrison. 

Christopher  Wyant  claims  fiiur  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  the  head  of  the  south  fork  of  the  little  river  of  Mill 
creek;  one  side  to  Charles  Langelo,  the  other  by  vacant  lands  bought  of  Louis  Levron  Mettye.  It  has  been  proved 
to  Colonel  Sargent,  that  there  was  ancient  possession  upon  this  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents;  this  quantity, 
therefore,  must  be  surveyed  for  Wyant. 

The  heirs  of  Joseph  Tougas,  six  arpents  of  land  in  front  and  fifty  deep,  situated  at  the  Terre  Noire,  bounded  by 
Nicholas  Barjaron  on  one  side. 
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Franjois  Mallet,  a  piece  of  land  at  a  place  called  the  Fauxchenaille.  You  must  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  old 
boundaries;  the  quantity  must  not,  however,  exceed  one  hundied  and  sixty  arpents,  but  upon  good  proof  it  was 
originally  more.  A  piece  of  land  on  the  river  Du  Chi,  and  another  at  the  Bois  Jaune.  No  biiundaries  for  those  are 
mentioned;  endeavor  to  govern  yourself  by  the  old  ones;  they  must  not,  at  any  rate,  exceed  one  hundred  and 
sixty  arpents  each. 

Henry  Vanderburgh,  apiece  of  land,  twelve  arpents, more  or  less,  being  a  partof  sundry  fields  formerly  the  lands 
,  of  the  Piankashaws,  containing,  in  the  whole,  about  nineteen  arpents,  lying  at  the  east  of  the  village  of  Vincennes; 
bounded  westerly  by  T.  Doyle,  north  by  Francis  Bosseron,  and  others;  sold  by  Simon  Spring.  Apiece  of  land 
containing,  of  two  fields  joining  each  other  in  the  old  Indian  village,  sixty  toises  on  one  side,  and  forty  in  the  other, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  street  where  Du  Betz  lives,  and,  on  the  rear,  partly  by  the  fields  of  Alebomane,  and  partly 
by  that  of  Nisbreche:  part  of  Samuel  Bradley's  lot  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  the  field  of  Saspacona  and  Nez 
du  Carbin;  sold  by  the  Nez  du  Carbin  to  Pierre  Gamelin.  A  piece  of  land,  two  arpents  in  front,  in  the  prairie  of 
the  Grand  Marais,and  forty  arpents  deep,  joining,  on  one  side,  lands  now  or  late  of  Jean  Baptiste  Perrot,and  vacant 
land  on  the  other  side. 

John  Savage,  a  piece  of  land,  four  arpents  in  front  and  forty  deep,  lying  on  the  mill  run:  bounded  on  the  east 
by  Bellow,  and  on  the  northwest  and  south  by  vacant  lands. 

Charles  Chartres,  four  hundred  acres  of  land  upon  the  river  Du  Chi,  to  the  east  of  Cardinal;  bounded  south  by 
the  river,and  west  by  Louis;  granted  by  the  court  of  Vincennes  to  Jean  .Marie  le  Grand,  I9th  of  February,  1781: 
by  him  transferred  to  Small,  by  Small  to  ChartierS,  and  mortgaged  to  Small  for  the  purchase  money;  the  original 
concession  lost;  the  record  in  point  apparently  falsified,  1785  being  changed  to  1781.  No  survey  to  be  made  of  this 
till  proof  of  the  early  date  be  established — a  forgery. 

Jean  d'Argilleure,  called  St.  Pierre,  a  lot  in  Vincennes,  twenty-five  toises  on  one  side  and  twenty  on  the  othei-, 
joining  Pierre  Gamelin  on  one  side,  a  street  on  the  other,  the  widow  Bosseron  on  the  third;  granted  by  Lieutenant 
Ramsey  to  Jacque  la  Tremouille,  9th  November,  1768. 

Jacob  Pea,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  lands  bought  of  Frederick  Bergen,  granted  by  the  court  in  1783,  and 
on  which  he  lived  in  1795. 

Benjamin  Beckes  claims  four  hundred  arpents  by  a  grant  to  Moses  Carter,  in  the  year  1780, 'and  conveyed  to  him 
regularly.  It  seems  this  or  a  part  thereof  is  within  tiie  donation  tract;  if  so,  it  must  be  satisfied  adjoining  the  same, 
or  otherwise  laid  off  agreeable  to  the  expression  of  the  concession. 

The  heirs  of  Francis  Bosseron  claim  a  piece  of  land,  ten  arpents  by  forty,  one  side  toVaudrey,  the  other  to 
Lefevere,  granted  to  Bosseron,  by  the  court,  in  1785.  This  has  been  well  improved,  and,  in  the  year  1790,  it  was 
promised  by  Colonel  Sargent,  that,  should  it  fall  within  the  donation  tract,  he  should  receive  an  equal  quantity  ad- 
joining the  sain:  the  survey  to  be  made  accordingly. 

Four  hundied  acres  of  land  on  the  river  Du  Chi,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Hainton,  and  on  three  other  sides  by 
vacant  lands;  granted  originally  to  Thomas  Jones.  If  this  has  fallen  in  the  additional  donation  tract,  the  heirs  must 
be  satisfied  by  lands  adjoining  the  same. 

Michael  Bronliett,  a  piece  of  land  upon  the  northeast  of  Vincennes,  on  the  Chemin  du  Glaize,  joining  Charles 
Villeneuve  and  Jacque  Cardinal,  occupied  by  permission,  from  the  court,  in  1777,  four  arpents  by  forty. 

The  widow  of  Charles  Villeneuve  claims  a  grant  from  the  court,  in  1777,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  about 
four  miles  east  of  Vincennes,  and  joining  Brouillet  upon  the  east.  Depositions  prove  this,  and  it  must  be  surveyed 
accordingly. 

A  claim  is  made,  for  Joseph  Chertier,  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land;  Chertier  knows  nothing  thereof,  but  gave  a 
quit  claim,  verbally,  to  John  WestgatI,  for  two  arpents  by  forty,  which  was  once  irregularly  given  to  him  by  Joseph 
Lerche,  an  old  inhabitant.  This  land  lies  upon  the  south  side  of  the  Island  road,  and  may  be  surveyed  for  West- 
gall,  upon  his  producing  regular  conveyance  thereof  from  Learche,  who  appears  to  have  been  entitled  to  the  same. 

Benjamin  Beckes  claims  four  hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  forks  of  the  river  Du  Chi;  the  river  upon  the  east 
Asturgas  on  the  west,  vacant  lands  on  south.  This,  by  a  grant  from  the  court,  January  22d,  1785:  survey  for  him 
two  hundred  acres,  English  measure. 

A  piece  of  land,  by  purchase  from  Frangois  Mallet,  lying  on  the  Poplar  Ridge,  of  four  arpents  by  forty;  granted 
by  St.  Ange,  17eo. 

Joshua  Harbin;  a  piece  of  land  on  the  river  Du  Chi,  and  the  island  Trace,  of  four  arpents  by  forty,  granted  by 
the  court,  February  16th,  1785,  to  Bordelaux,  by  him  to  Vigo,  and  from  Vigo  to  Harbin.  This  piece  of  land  was 
given  by  St.  Ange  to  Bordelaux,  more  than  thirty  years  ago. 

For  John  B.  Delorie  four  arpents  by  forty,  about  ten  arpents  from  the  lowest  concessions  in  the  lower  prairie. 
This  from  St.  Ange  to  Antoine  Mallet,  and  from  Mallet  to  Delorie. 

The  heirs  of  Peter  Cannoyer,  ten  lots,  of  twenty -five  toises  square  each,  situated  east  of  Vincennes,  a  part  of 
the  old  Indian  lands,  and  a  house  and  lot,  one  side  to  St.  Louis  street,  the  other  to  the  Wabash;  Vigo  at  one  end, 
Marshall  on  the  other. 

Four  arpents  by  forty,  claimed  by  conveyances  from  Rouissantand  Lemay.  By  the  oath  of  Mr.  Pierre  Gamelin, 
it  appears  the  same  was  granted  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  and  improved  ever  since. 

Henry  Vanderburgh,  by  a  conveyance  from  the  heirs  of  jean  Baptiste  La  Guard,  four  arpents  by  forty,  lying  on 
the  front  line  of  the  donation  allotted  by  St.  .\nge  to  La  Guard,  thirty-five  years  ago. 

Tousaints  Dubois,  two  arpents  by  forty,  on  the  south  west  by  Pierre  Cartel-,  on  the  north  east  by  Jean  Baptiste 
Ouilette,  by  a  concession  from  the  court,  1783,  to  Pierre  Kerre,  and  from  Kerre  to  him. 

Seven  arpents  by  fifty,  situated  below  the  little  rock  on  the  Wabash,  bounded  on  both  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and 
granted  in  1759,  by  St.  Ange,  to  Marie  Joseph  Richard  Widow  Autire;  by  the  heirs  assigned  to  Pierre  Gamelin,  by 
Gamelin  to  Dubois  and  Vigo,  and  by  Vigo  to  Dubois. 

Four  arpents  by  forty,  at  the  rock,  beginning  on  the  Wabash,  granted  by  the  court  to  Pierre  Gamelin,  1783,  and 
assigned  by  him  to  Dubois. 

Four  arpents  by  forty,  joining  the  aforesaid  tract,  granted  by  the  court,  1783,  to  Pierre  Gamelin,  jr.  and  by  him 
also  assigned  to  Dubois. 

Isaac  Decker  claims  four  hundred  arpents  on  White  river,  under  a  concession  from  the  court  of  June,  1784;  from 
consideration  of  the  improvements,  the  whole  granted. 

Joseph  Decker  claims  four  arpents  by  forty,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  granted,  in  1780,  to  Hannah  Dal- 
ton,  and  assigned  to  him  from  Val.  Thom.  Dalton,  and  wife  Hannah. 

Thomas  Jones  claims  one  and  three  quarters  of  an  arpent  of  land  by  forty  deep,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash, 
by  purchase  from  Du  Charme,  who  purchased  of  Ruissient,  who  purchased  from  Bosseron;  Bosseron's  grant  believ- 
ed to  have  been  from  St.  Marie,  1772. 

Henry  Vanderburgh,  two  arpents  by  forty,  in  the  lower  prairie,  purchased  from  old  Louis  Levron,  called  Met- 
tie.     Mrs.  Gremare  obtained  this  from  St.  Marie,  and  sold  to  Levron,  who  sells  to  Vanderburgh. 

Moses  Decker  claims  four  arpents  by  forty  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash;  this,  a  grant  from  the  court  in  1783. 
to  Andre  Robinson.  Dalton  assigns  it  to  Decker,  but  there  is  no  assignment  to  Dalton.  It  may  be  surveyed,  but 
cannot  be  conveyed  to  Decker  till  tliis  error  is  corrected. 

Jean  Baptiste  Villray,  four  arpents  by  forty,  on  the  river  Embarras,  joining  Joseph  Page  on  the  south,  by  a  grant 
from  the  court,  of  the  14th  of  March,  1782. 

The  heirs  ot  Mainard  Arturgus,  four  hundred  arpents  in  the  forks  of  Du  Chi,  joining  Moses  Henry  on  one 
side,  Benjamin  Beckes  on  another,  Johnson  on  another,  and  Countzs  on  the  other;  by  a  grant  from  the  court  in  1785. 
From  the  state  of  improvements  in  1791,  and  other  causes,  the  whole  of  this  is  granted. 

James  Johnson,  Esquire,  claims  nine  acres  in  front,  (more  or  less)  and  forty  deep,  situated  on  the  fork  road, 
bounded,  in  front,  by  Tousaint  Codere,  and,  on  the  other  side,  by  vacant  land;  purchased  from  Perodo,  who  had  it 
in  right  of  his  wife,  sister  to  Denoyon,  who  received  it  from  St.  Ange  more  than  thirty  years  ago. 
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Robert  Mays  claims  four  hundred  acres  by  a  grant  from  the  court,  in  1784,  situated  between  the  river  Du  Chi 
and  White  river,  one  side  to  Matssou  south,  north  and  east  by  vacant  lands.  From  the  state  ot  improvement  cer- 
tified to  me,  you  are  to  survey  for  this  claim  one  hundred  acres  English  measure. 

John  Small,  four  arpents  by  forty,  granted  by  the  court  to  Cardine,  the  12th  of  June,  1782,  on  Saw  Mill  run, 
joining  Amelin.  Cardine  sold  to  Jones,  and  Jones  to  Martin,  as  appears  from  the  testimony  of  Esquire  Johnson  and 
John  Doret;  and  a  bill  of  sale  from  Martin  appears  to  Thomas  Small,  whose  heir  is  John  Small,  the  claimant. 

Charles  Thorn,  by  a  grant  from  the  court,  25th  June,  1781,  four  arpents  by  forty;  front  on  the  Wabash,  on  the 
south  and  south  west  by  James  Bourne,  and  on  the  north  and  north  east  by  John  Beckey. 

Michael  Thorn,  by  a  grant  from  the  court  of  the  15th  of  May,  1783,  claims  four  hundred  arpents,  which  has  fallen 
in  the  donation  tract;  the  same  to  bt;  satisfied  where  he  now  lives,  provided  it  does  not  interfere  with  any  legal  claim. 

Tobias  Decker  claims  four  hundred  acres,  settled  upon  by  permission  of  the  court,  which  he  proves  to  have  been 
given  in  1785,  and  then,  and  before  1791,  a  number  of  fruit  trees  had  been  planted  there,  and  several  houses  built; 
some  two  or  more  acres  of  corn  planted,  and  other  improvements.  One  hundred  acres  of  land  to  be  surveyed  for 
him:  he  now  lives  upon  the  land. 

Allen  Ramsay,  a  case  exactly  like  the  former;  living  now  upon  his  claim.  One  hundred  acres  thereof  to  be  sur- 
veyed for  him. 

Jacque  Coteau,  by  a  grant  of  the  court  in  1782,  at  the  black  grounds  on  the  Embarras,  joining  to  Vilray,  four 
hundred  arpents.  ,        ,        ■ , 

Samuel  Watkins,  by  a  grant  from  the  court,  of  1782,  four  arpents  by  forty,  on  the  other  side  the  river  Du  Chi, 
joining  the  Cypress  swamp.  ■ 

William  Hall  claims  four  arpents  by  forty,  a  grant  from  the  court,  of  1780,  on  the  Wabash;  one  side  to  Jabee 
Ruland,  another  to  Gabriel  Le  Grand. 

William  Hall  claims  four  arpents  by  forty,  by  a  court  grant,  ot  1781,  on  the  VV  abash;  one  side  to  Louis  Paine, 
another  side  to  Thomas  Hall.  ...       „rn. 

Louis  Paine,  four  arpents  by  forty,  granted  by  the  court,  1781,  on  the  Wabash;  joining  William  Hall  on  one 
side,  and  Depree  on  the  other.  ,,„,,...      ,,,.,,.       „„ 

Thomas  Hall,  four  arpents  by  forty,  granted  in  1781,  on  the  Wabash;  joining  William  nail  on  one  side,  and 
Henry  Cotton  on  another.  ,      ■       ^    ^„  ■  ,,      ,  t,  ,.    ^ 

Robert  Johnson  claims  four  hundred  and  forty  arpents  on  the  river  Du  Clii,  granted  by  the  court  to  telixCountz, 
December,  1783,  assigned  to  Pierre  Gamelin,  Kith  June,  1789,  for  four  hundred  arpents,  and  by  him  to  Johnsoii. 
Four  hundred  arpents  to  be  surveyed  for  Johnson. 

Four  arpents  by  forty,  in  the  common,  and  at  the  end  of  I^afoe's  tract;  one  side  to  Moses  Henry,  the  other  to 
vacant  land,  by  a  court  grant,  of  1783,  to  Henry  Stophe,  by  him  assigned  to  Ann  Collins,  widow  of  Moses  Henry, 
now  said  Johnson's  wife.    If  it  should  be  in  the  tract  reserved  by  Congress  for  the  commons,  it  must  not  be  sur- 

VCVBcU  '  1  ■ 

Four  arpents  by  forty,  granted,  in  1783,  to  Martin  Leche,  on  the  north  side  of  Wabash,  below  the  little  village; 
one  side  to  Martin  Spetch,  and  the  other  to  Henry  Spetch,  conveyed  to  the  widow  Ann  Collins,  now  Johnson's 

R.  Johnson  also  claims  four  arpents  by  forty,  granted  to  Moses  Henry  in  1783;  bounded  northeast  by  Cardinal, 
southwest  by  Johnson,  on  the  north  side  of  Wabash.     This  to  be  surveyed  and  deeded  to  Moses  Henry's  heirs. 

Barclay  Hoche  four  arpents  by  forty,  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  below  the  Little  Prairie,  byDalton  on  one  side, 
vacant  lands  on  the  other.    Grant  of  the  court  in  1783. 

John  Rice  Jones  four  hundred  arpents  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Du  Chi;  one  side  to  Countz,  south  by  the 
said  river,  the  two  other  sides  by  vacant  lands.  By  assignment  from  Dalton,  to  whom  the  land  was  granted  De- 
cember, 1783. 

Four  arpents  by  forty  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  within  a  league  of  the  village;  granted  by  the  court  to 
Dalton,  November,  1780,  and  assigned  to  Jones  by  Dalton.  • 

Thomas  Mallet  claims  two  grants  from  St.  Ange,  dated  in  1760.  One  of  them  from  St.  Ange  is  four  arpents  by 
forty  on  the  river  Du  Chi,  along  the  Island  tract,  and  to  he  surveyed;  the  other  not  intelligible.  If  it  can  be  explain- 
ed, and  should  not  exceeil  four  arpents  by  forty,  it  may  also  be  surveyed.  Observe  if  warrants  of  survey  have  not 
been  before  entered  for  those  tracts.    It  is  believed  the  claims  were  exhibited  to  the  Governor. 

Daniel  Sullivan,  four  arpents  by  forty  on  the  banks  of  the  Wabash,  one  side  to  Ruland,  and  another  to  William 
Hall;  granted  to  John  Bailey  in  June,  1782,  assigned  to  Sullivan. 

John  Askin,  two  arpents  by  forty,  north  side  of  the  river  Wabash,  by  purchase  from  Etienne  St.  Marie,  who  held 
under  Joseph  Rivet.  Sold  by  decree  of  the  court.  Rivet  purchased  of  Boisverd.  Supposed  to  have  been  a  part  of 
Bosseron's  grant.  •  i        t.      •      t^  l       ■ 

Jacque  Latramoux,  four  arpents  by  forty  at  the  end  of  the  second  concession;  one  side  to  Baptiste  Dubois. 

Angelique  Racine,  four  arpents  by  forty  at  the  Big  Hill,  granted  and  allotted  to  her  father  Frangois  Racine  up- 
wards of  thirty  years  ago,  about  three  miles  east  of  Vincennes. 

John  Small  claims  four  hundred  arpents  between  the  rivers  Bosseron  and  Marie;  on  the  west  to  Thomas  Small; 
on  the  south  and  east  by  vacant  land;  on  the  north  by  Richard;  granted  in  '85  by  the  court.  Some  small  improve- 
ments are  made  to  appear.    Survey  for  him  fifty  acres  English. 

Thomas  Small  claims  four  hundred  acres  between  the  rivers  Bosseron  and  Marie;  granted  as  the  fdrmer;  in  the 
situation  also  of  the  former;  survey  also  to  satisfy  the  same,  fitty  acres.  ■  John  Small  appears  the  heir  of  Thomas. 

Robert  Buntin  claims  four  hundred  acres  on  the  big  hill,  about  three  miles  northeast  of  Vincennes,  on  the  road 
leading  to  the  lick,  by  purchase  from  Jacque  Cardinal.  By  the  oath  of  Esquire  Ediline,  it  is  proved  that  Cardinal 
had  permission  to  take  up  this  land,  and  that  in  1782  and  1791,  there  were  upon  it  twenty  acres  under  good  cultiva- 
tion, to  be  satisfied  by  four  hundred  arpents. 

Robert  Johnson  four  arpents  by  forty,  in  the  common  at  the  end  of  the  church  land,  by  a  court  grant  of  1783  to 
Moses  Henry,  and  Ann  his  wife,  now  the  wife  of  Johnson.  If  in  the  tract  reserved  as  commons  by  the  United 
States,  must  not  be  surveyed. 

Patrick  Simpson  claims  four  hundred  acres  by  purchase  from  Racine,  where  he  now  lives.  Seven  acres  and  a 
ha.U'  only  seem  to  have  been  conveyed  even  by  Racine  to  Simpson.    This  must  be  surveyed  for  Simpson. 

The  heirs  of  Paul  Gamelin  four  arpents  by  forty,  granted  in  1783  to  Paul  Gamelin,  being  part  of  a  general  divi- 
sion of  a  thirty-two  acre  tract,  which  was  subdivided  into  four  arpents  for  eight  grantees;  lying  at  the  rock  above 
VinccnnBS. 

For  the  minor  children  of  Antoine  Danis  and  Josete  Naux,  a  tract  of  land  on  the  White  Oak  level,  about  four 
miles  from  Vincennes,  four  arpents  by  forty;  a  grant  from  St.  Ange.  If  this  is  out  of  the  commons,  it  must  be  sur- 
veyed conformably  to  the  ancient  boundaries. 

Cincinnati,  January  the  8th,  1798. 

The  following  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  as  a  supplement  to  my  warrants  for  survey  in  Knox  county,  bear- 
ing date  the  23d  of  October,  1797: 

For  Abraham  Decker,  claiming  four  hundred  arpents  between  the  river  Du  Chi  and  White  river,  and  joining  to 
Benjamin  I5eckes  by  a  court  grant  of  March  the  20th,  1785,  and  some  small  improvements  thereupon;  the  grant  was 
to  John  Decker,  his  father,  and  assigned  by  Luke  Decker,  the  heir  at  law,  to  the  said  Abraham;  survey  fifty  acres. 

For  Francois  Barrais,  six  arpents  by  forty  in  the  Cathalinette,  one  side  to  Dumais,  and  another  to  the  common, 
granted  by  Lieut.  Rumsey,  July  the  24th,  1768,  to  St.  Perthuion,  and  by  him  assigned  to  the  said  Barrais;  survey 

the  same.  .  -j        t  t> 

For  Guilliam  Page,  four  arpents  by  forty  on  the  river  Embarras,  joining  on  one  side  to  Joseph  Page,  by  a  court 
grant  of  the  14th  of  March,  1782;  survey  the  same. 
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For  Joseph  Page,  four  arpents  by  forty  on  the  Embarras,  joining  Guilliam  Page,  by  a  court  grant  14th  March, 
1783;  survey  the'same.  ,     ■ ,      r    .  • .         t^     . 

For  Laurance  Bayadone,  four  arpents  by  forty,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash;  one  side  to  Ducharm,  and 
another  to  Lamotte,  and  nearly  opposite  the  fort,  by  purchase  from  the  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  once  comman- 
dant of  Vincennes,  and  who  improved  the  sarte  twenty-five  years  past;  survey  the  same. 

For  Joseph  Lamotte,  four  arpents  by  forty,  joining  the  above  tract,  by  purchase  from  Racine's  heirs  also,  and 
proved  by  him  to  have  been  cultivated  as  the  former;  survey  the  same. 

For  George  Rogers  Clerk,  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  in  tlie  grand 
prairie  of  the  little  village,  beginning  on  the  river,  by  a  court  grant  in  the  year  1761;  survey  the  same. 

For  Antoine  Marshall,  two  arpents  by  forty  on  the  west  ot  the  village,  and  joining  the  lower  prairie,  beginning 
on  the  Wabash  an  !  running  back  to  the  Cathalinette  swamp,  on  the  east  to  Andrew  Montplesure,  and  on  the  west 
to  William  Page,  tjy  purchase  from  Andrew  Coder,  to  whom  it  was  assigned  by  the  commandant  Racine  twenty 
years  past;  survey  the  same. 

Guilliam  Page,  two  arpents  by  forty,  joining  the  lower  prairie,  beginning  on  the  "W  abash,  and  running  bi^ck  to  the 
Cathalinette  swamp;  one  side  to  Coder,  another  to  vacant  lands,  granted  to  him  by  the  commandant  Mr.  St.  Marie; 
survey  the  same.  •  •      ^     ,-     i  ■  , 

Laurent  Bayadone,  one  lot  in  town,  twelve  toises  by  twenty-five,  joining  Cardinal  on  one  side,  and  Dubois  on 
the  other,  by  purchase  from  Turner  Vachet,  who  held  from  Andrew  St.  Dezier,  who  possessed  by  exchange  with 
Mr.  Brouillette;  to  be  surveyed,  but  the  right  of  Brouillette  must  be  determined  betorea  deed  will  issue. 

One  other  lot,  twenty-five  toises  square,  by  purchase  from  Dubois,  who  purchased  from  Louis  Browne  in  1773, 
one  side  Bayadone's  land,  another  to  Bouche,  and  two  others  to  streets;  this  also  may  be  surveyed,  but  Browne's 
title  must  be  ascertained  before  a  deed  can  issue. 

The  heirs  of  Peter  Barrackman,  four  hundred  arpents  on  the  waters  of  the  river  Du  Chi,  granted  by  the  court 
the  1 0th  of  March,  1762,  to  John  Cardine;  by  him  sold  to  Saint  Pierre,  the  cure  of  Illinois;  and  by  him  assigned  to 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Peter  Barrackman;  survey  the  same. 

Also  one  other  tract  of  four  hundred  arpents  on  the  waters  of  the  river  Du  Chi,  granted  by  the  court  10th  of 
March,  1782,  to  Louis  Cardine,  by  him  assigned  to  St.  Pierre,  and  by  St.  Pierre  to  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Peter 
Barrackman;  survey  the  same.  ,^    r^,  •      , 

The  heirs  of  Peter  Barrackman  claim,  also,  four  hundred  acres  more  upon  the  waters  of  the  river  Du  Chi,  adjoin- 
ing the  before  named  tracts,  by  a  grant  from  the  court,  10th  of  May,  1785.  As  there  were  early  and  considerable 
improvements  on  this  tract,  two  hundred  acres  may  be  surveyed  to  satisfy  the  claim. 

They  claim,  also,  one  lot  in  the  back  part  of  the  town,  twenty-five  toises  square,  by  a  court  grant  of  1785,  which 
is  to  be  surveyed,  the  same  having  been  considerably  improved. 

Peter  Barrackman,  Jun.  claims  a  lot  joining  the  same  granted  also  in  1785,  upon  which  are  considerable  im- 
provements.   If  it  does  not  exceed  the  common  size  of  the  lots,  it  is  to  be  surveyed. 

Phillip  Cott  claims  four  hundred  arpents  taken  up  by  permission,  and  an  order  of  court  for  survey  of  the  same 
in  1785,  in  favor  of  Christian  Hoik,  from  whom  he  has  purchased  some  small  improvements,  were  early  made  upon 
this  place;  therefore  fifty  acres  may  be  surveyed  to  satisfy  the  same. 

Robert  Day  claims  a  lot,  in  the  rear  of  Vincennes,  twenty-five  toises  square,  in  virtue  of  a  court  grant  of  1785. 
If  there  are  improvements  upon  this  lot  it  may  be  surveyed. 

William  Howell  claims  a  lot,  under  the  same  authority  as  the  former,  of  twenty-five  toises. 
Jacob  Howell  claims  a  lot,  of  twenty-five  toises,  situated  and  circumstanced  as  William  Howell's;  they  may 
both  be  surveyed  if  they  have  been  improved. 

Nicholas  Chappard,  two  arpents  on  the  Wabash,  south  of  the  village,  and  running  back  to  the  Cathalinette 
swamp,  one  side  to  Lalemere,  by  an  old  grant  from  St.  Marie;  survey  the  same. 

Isaac  Miner,  four  arpents  by  forty  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  at  the  little  village,  by  a  grant  of  the  court, 
in  December,  1783,  to  Henry  Spoch,  conveyed  by  him  through  his  attorney,  Antoine  Gamelin.  to  Ann  Collins, 
widow  of  Moses  Henry,  and  now  the  wife  of  Robert  Johnson,  and  by  Robert  Johnson  to  said  Miner;  survey  the 
same. 

Antoine  Lalemere,  two  arpents  by  forty,  joining  Chappard's  tract,  and  running  back  to  the  Cathalinette,  by  an 
old  grant  from  St.  Marie;  survey  the  same. 

Daniel  Smith,  four  arpents  by  forty,  at  the  Rock,  by  a  court  grant  of  1783,  to  Bonday,  and  sold  by  him,  through 
his  attorney,  Gamelin,  to  Levrie,  and  by  him  to  Murphy,  and  by  Murphy  to  the  said  Smith;  survey  the  same. 

Alexander  Vallee  claims  four  arpents  by  forty  on  the  Wabash,  below  the  rock,  joining  on  one  side  to  Latulippe, 
by  a  grant  from  the  court,  1785.  Some  small  improvements  having  been  made,  survey,  to  satisfy  the  claim, 
twenty-five  acres. 

Margaret  Bolon,  widow  of  Antoine  Marie,  claims  four  arpents,  by  forty,  on  the  Wabash,  bounded  on  the  south- 
west, to  her  husband,  by  a  grant  of  1785,  from  the  court  to  her  for  services  in  interpreting  the  Indian  language  or 
tongue;  unless  some  improvements  can  be  proved,  or  the  case  be  a  most  special  one,  it  is  not  probable  this  claim 
can  be  granted.  ,       .     i.      .    ■  , 

The  one  other  tract  of  similar  quantity  and  adjoining,  claimed  by  her  as  granted  unto  her  husband,  is  exactly 
alike  circumstanced. 

John  Day  claims  a  lot  of  twenty-five  toises  square,  back  of  the  town,  by  a  court  grant  of  1785,  which  is  to  be 
surveyed  if  it  has  been  improved. 

William  Morrison,  four  apents  by  forty,  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  at  the  little  village,  granted  to  Robert  Jen- 
nings, in  the  year  1783,  and  by  him  assigned  to  Jones,  and  by  him  to  the  said  Morrison;  survey  the  same. 

Joseph  Baird  claims  three  several  tracts  of  four  arpents  by  forty,  each,  said  to  have  been  granted  by  the  court 
in  1783,  to  Nicholas  Joseph  and  Alexis  Edeline.  Query,  Were  they  then  minors.'  were  they  capable  of  improving 
lands.''  or  was  the  grant  intended  as  an  imposition.''  The  court  never  possessed  the  right  to  make  grants,  and  all 
confirmations,  on  or  before  1783,  (after  Virginia  had  assumed  the  government)  must  be  passed  to  the  account  of 
generosity.  It  is  a  pity  those  claims  were  not  before  exhibited,  and  they  must  be  better  understood  before  they 
are  confirmed. 

Samuel  Baird,  one  arpent  by  forty,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash;  one  side  to  Connoyer,  and  the  other  to 
Joseph  Bresaid,  by  purchase  from  St.  Jean,  called  Detaid,  who  purchased  from  Louis  Lemay  15th  of  October,  17S7, 
Lemay's  title  to  be  proved  previous  to  an  order  of  survey. 

Ann  Dalton,  wife  of  T.  Dalton,  four  arpents  by  forty,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  by  a  grant  in  1783  (sup- 
posed to  be  a  court  grant)  and  assigned  by  T.  Dalton,  11th  of  May,  1784,  to  Adam  Shoemaker,  and  by  him  to  Da- 
niel Barton,  who  is  supposed  to  be  the  claimant  if  he  has  not  forfeited  by  absence;  it  must  be  surveyed. 

The  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beaux  Chein,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land  joining  the  donation;  survey 
the  same,  agreeably  to  old  boundaries,  it  appearing  to  have  been  very  eany  with  he  family. 

The  heirs  of  Daniel  Sullivan  claim  four  arpents  by  forty  in  the  river  Du  Chi  prairie,  where  the  station  formerly 
stood.  It  appears  from  Mr.  Decker's  testimony  that  the  written  claim  to  this  land  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost, 
or  mislaid,  at  the  time  Colonel  Sargent  formerly  examined  the  claims  at  Vincennes.  Every  paper  relating  to  the 
lands  in  that  quarter,  which  was  presented,  has  been  recorded  or  entered;  there  were  very  many  from  Sullivan,  but 
this  is  not  in  the  number;  there  would  be  risk  in  ordering  it  to  be  surveyed  for  the  heirs  at  this  time. 

George  Cott,  two  arpents  by  forty,  on  the  river  Du  Chi  prairie,  by  concession  of  the  Government,  twenty-five 
years  past  to  Francis  Lamar,  and  who  exchanged  the  same  with  Pierre  Gramaud,  who  sold  it  to  Luke  Decker, 
from  whom  the  said  Cott  purchased  it;  survey  the  same. 

Lawrence  Slouter,  four  arpents  by  forty,  granted  by  the  court  in  1781,  on  the  north  side  the  Wabash;  one  side  to 
Le  Grand;  survey  the  same. 

Moses  Decker,  four  hundred  arpents  between  White  river  and  Du  Chi;  although  there  appears  to  have  been 
early  improvements  upon  this  tract,  yet,  as  no  authority  is  produced  for  entry  or  occupancy,  it  cannot  be  surveyed. 
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Abraham  Decker,  Jun.  four  hundred  arpents  in  the  White  river  prairie,  by  a  court  grant  of  1784,  and  joining  to 
Isaac  Decker.  It  being  proved  that  there  were  considerable  and  early  improvements  upon  this  tract,  two  hundred 
acres  must  be  surveyed  to  satisfy  the  claim. 

Patrick  Simpson's  claim  of  seven  and  a  half  arpents  by  forty,  upon  which  he  lives,  being  an  old  grant  to  Racine, 
from  whose  heirs  he  purchased  it,  you  must  survey  it;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  this,  your  application  for  the  same,  is 
a  second,  and  this  also  my  second  warrant  of  survey  for  Simpson's  land. 

This  clainx  of  Simpson's  is  the  last  you  have  transmitted  me,  and,  I  trust,  I  am  now  through  this  disagreea- 
ble business.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  justice  to  the  United  States,  and  also  to  individuals,  and  to  deal  generously 
by  tliem. 

I  suppose  copies  of  the  claims  you  have  transmitted  me  are  kept;  upon  those  where  I  have  observed  silence  a 
total  rejection  must  be  understood,  and  amongst  them,  for  such  as  were  in  the  donation  tract,  notwithstanding  small 
improvements  which  may  have  been  evidenced,,  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  order  the  smallest  compensation,  though 
I  did  this,  in  one  or  two  instances,  at  Vincennes,  where  I  had  so  pledged  myself,  previous  to  the  order  for  laying  oft' 
the  tract  as  a  matter  of  general  accommodation. 

In  all  cases,  where!  have  conditionally  ordered  surveys,  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  state  to  me  with  your 
returns  that  the  conditions  have  been  complied  with:  that  is,  that  improvements  are  made  where  such  are  required, 
and  that  the  claim  of  conveyance,  &c.  is  produced  to  make  titles  complete. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

W.  SARGENT. 


5th  Congress.]  No.  45.  [3d  Session. 

GRANTS    TO  SETTLERS   IN   VINC  ENNES  AND  THE   ILLINOIS   COUNTRY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE   SENATE,    FEBRUARY   21,     1799. 

Cincinnati.  January  7,  1799. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  retui-n  to  you  the  paper  referred  to  me  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  enclosed 
in  your  letter  of  the  6th  March  last,  together  with  my  report  upon  them;  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay 
before  the  Senate.  An  accident  prevented  their  coming  to  my  hands  so  early  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  or  the 
report  would  not  have  been  so  late. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sii-,  your  obedient  servant, 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR.     , 
Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 


Cincinnati,  January  7,  1799. 
,  To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Gth  of  March  last,  the  Governor  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest 
of  the  Ohio,  on  the  papers  referred  to  him,  reports: 

That,  early  in  the  year  1790,  he  proceeded  to  the  Illinois  country,  in  order  to  organize  the  Government  in  that 
quarter,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of  the  20th  June  and  29th  August,  1788. 

That,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  June,  the  inhabitants  were  directed  to  exhibit  their  titles  and 
claims  to  the  lands  they  held  and  claimed,  that  they  might  be  examined  and  confirmed.  A  great  many  claims  and 
title  deeds  were  accordingly  exhibited,  examined,  and  decided  upon,  and  orders  of  survey,  for  such  as  were  found 
authentic,  were  issued;  which  was  necessary  to  be  done  before  patents  of  confirmation  could  be  made  out. 

That  the  several  tracts  of  land  ordered  to  be  laid  out  near  the  villages  in  that  country,  and  distributed  in  pieces 
of  four  hundred  acres  to  the  heads  of  families  who  had  been  residing  there  in  the  year  1783,  were  neither  laid  out 
nor  distributed;  because  the  inhabitants  represented  that,  from  the  change  of  location,  by  the  resolution  of  29th 
August,  they  would  be  thrown  into  a  part  of  the  country  entirely  unfit  for  cultiTation,  and  at  such  a  distance  from 
their  settlements  as  to  render  them  useless  to  them;  circumstances  which  they  supposed  Congress  had  not  been  in- 
formed of,  and  were  in  the  hope  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  have  them  in  some  more  advantageous  situation. 
Their  petition  on  that  subject,  togethel'  with  a  particular  report  of  all  the  Governor's  proceedings  in  that  country, 
was  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  1791,  and  is  in  his  office;  and  to  that  report  the  Governor  begs  leave  to 
refer,  as  he  has  no  copy  of  it  at  present  within  his  reach. 

That  very  few  returns  of  the  plots  of  surveys  have  as  yet  come  into  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
few,  indeed,  had  been  made  when  the  Governor  returned  to  that  country  in  the  year  1795,  owing,  in  some  measure, 
to  the  incapacity  of  tlie  person  who  had  been  appointed  surveyor,  (who  was,  however,  the  only  person  inthe  country 
who  could  run  a  single  line)  and  to  the  ignorance  and  poverty  of  the  people. 

That  it  became  necessary  to  re-examine  many  of  the  claims,  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1791,  having  recognized, 
under  certain  restrictions,  the  grants  of  lands  which  had  been  made  by  the  officers  of  the  State  of  Virginia  posterior 
to  the  cession  of  the  country  to  the  United  States,  and  by  the  courts  of  justice  who  had  assumed  that  power,  all  of 
which  had  been  rejected.  The  Governor,  therefore,  returned  to  that  country  in  1795,  and  many  claims  were  then 
brought  forward  which  had  not  been  presented  before;  and  it  is  probable  that  there  are  others  yet  to  be  presented: 
for,  both  the  old  rights  and  the  court  grants  had  become  subjects  of  traffic,  and  scattered  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States.    A  new  surveyor  was  then  appointed,  and  the  warrants  of  survey  unexecuted  put  into  his  hands. 

That  the  act  of  3d  March,  1791,  having  repealed  the  resolution  of  the  28th  August,  1788,  so  far  as  respected  the 
location  of  the  donations  to  the  heads  of  families,  the  original  location  was  restored,  and  they  ought  to  have  been 
laid  out;  but  it  was  not  done,  because  it  was  found  that  the  lands  near  the  villages,  to  the  westward  of  the  ridge  ot 
rocks,  (which  is  better  known  by  the  name  of  the  Mississippi  bottom)  which  was  intended  for  them,  was  nearly  all 
covered  by  old  grants,  and  the  people  again  petitioned  for  leave  to  lay  them  on  other  lands,  as  they  have  done 
several  times  since.  Some  of  those  petitions  have  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  and  were  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  when  the  Congress  were  in  session,  and  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  when  they  were  not  in  session. 

That  few  returns  of  surveys  have  come  into  the  Secretary's  office  since  the  last  appointment  of  a  surveyor  for 
the  Illinois  country;  but  the  Governor  is  informed  that  some  progress  in  the  business  has  been  made.  The  com- 
munication with  that  country  is  difficult  and  uncertain,  and  the  surveyor  would  not  trust  his  returns  to  casual  oppor- 
tunities; and  the  moment  when  he  was  ready  to  have  come  on  with  them,  he  was  thrown  from  a  horse,  and  his  thigh 
broken,  which  confined  him  for  a  great  length  of  time.    He  is  expected  at  Cincinnati  in  the  course  of  this  month. 

That  there  have  been  only  twenty-one  patents  of  confirmation  issued,  and  according  to  the  form  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 
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That  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Indians  in  the  year  1791,  an  attack  having  been  actually  made  upon  the  settle- 
ment near  Kahokia,  at  the  time  the  Governor  was  there,  and  their  declining  to  meet  him  at  St.  Vincennes,  which 
had  been  proposed  to  them,  convinced  him  that  war  was  determined  on  by  them;  and,  conceiving  that  they  might 
be  forestalled,  he  left  the  Illinois  country,  and  hastened  to  the  head  quarters  of  Geneial  Harmer.  to  concert  with 
him  the  plan  of  an  expedition,  which,  should  it  be  approved  by  the  President,  might  disconcert  them,  and  put  the 
settlements  in  safety;  and  committed  the  execution  of  the  resolutions,  relative  to  the  lands  and  people  about  St. 
Vincennes,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Sargent,  on  whom  the  powers  of  the  Governor  devolved  in  his  absence';  and  he  was  in- 
structed to  consider  him  as  absent  as  soon  as  he  embarked  upon  the  Mississippi,  that  his  power  might  be  competent. 
His  proceedings  were  reported  on  the  31st  July,  1790,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  person,  however, 
who  had  been  appointed  surveyor  by  him,  left  the  country  soon  after,  and  little  progress  was  made  in  the  business, 
except  that  a  tract  of  land  for  the  donations  to  the  heads  of  families  was  laid  out.  Another  surveyor  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor  in  1795,  and  was,  by  him,  directed  to  lay  oft"  the  donations  of  one  hundred  acres  to  the  militia,  as 
contiguous  to  the  village  of  St.  Vincennes  as  might  be;  and  that,  in  case  any  of  them  were  settled  upon  lands  by  a 
court  grant  which  had  been  rejected,  or  without  grant,  to  lay  the  donation  on  the  lands  they  were  settled  upon,  so 
as  to  cover  their  improvements. 

That,  within  the  tract  of  land  at  St.  Vincennes,  set  apart  to  satisfy  the  donations  to  the  heads  of  families,  several 
parcels  of  land,  claimed  by  the  ancient  inhabitants  as  concessions  from  commanding  officers,  as  well  as  by  court 
grants,  had  fallen,  and  the  surveyor  was  directed  to  satisfy  the  claimants  by  other  lands,  which  would  have  readily 
been  accepted,  in  equ;il  quantity. 

That,  in  1797,  the  Secretary  being  again  at  St.  Vincennes.  and  few  of  the  militia  donations  laid  out,  the  surveyor 
was,  by  him,  directed  to  lay  the  remainder  in  a  body  together  on  the  south  side  of  White  river.  The  Indians  have 
since,  and  very  justly,  complained  ot  those  surveys;  and  as  the  Governor  had  expressly  forbidden  any  surveys  to  be 
made  to  the  southward  of  that  river,  and  did  not  know  that  the  Secretary  had  authorized  them,  lie  supposed  it  had 
been  the  act  of  some  private  adventurers.  He  told  the  Indians  that  they  had  been  made  without  authority,  and 
would  not  be  suft'ered  to  be  occupied.  The  surveyor  has  been  since  at  Cincinnati,  and  produced  his  authority  from 
the  Secretary.  He  was  directed  to  inform  the  persons  to  whom  they  had  been  allotted,  that  they  would  all  be  vaca- 
ted; but  as  the  Governor  had  submitted  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  did  not  choose  to  give  any  definitive 
order  until  he  should  receive  an  answer  from  him. 

That,  by  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1791,  the  Goveinor  is  erinpowered,  where  lands  have  been  actually  improved 
and  cultivated  under  a  supposed  grant  for  the  same,  to  confirm  to  the  persons  who  made  such  improvements,  their 
heirs,  and  assigns,  the  lands  supposed  to  have  been  granted,  or  such  part  thereof,  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  may  judge 
reasonable,  not  exceeding,  to  any  one  person,  four  hundred  acres. 

That  the  Governor  had  taken  measures  for  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  improvements  which  had  been  made 
upon  those  lands;  but,  perceiving  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  exercising  that  discretionary  power  in  a  satis- 
factory manner,  he  had  deferred  it;  and.  in  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  September,  1797,  he  stated 
the  difficulties  to  him.  In  many  cases  there  would  be  very  small  improvements,  while  the  persons  were  equally 
deserving  of  the  bounty  of  Congress  as  those  who  had  made  much  larger,  and,  indeed,  were  objects  of  compassion: 
for.  Jiaving  been  intercepted  or  driven  oft'  by  the  Indians,  they  had  lost  their  time,  and  the  benefit  that  would  have 
accrued  to  them  from  their  labor  being  bestowed  upon  the  lands  they  had  obtained;  and  many  of  them,  from  the 
dangerous  and  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  were  reduced  to  extreme  poverty;  while  others,  who  had  been  able  to 
continue  their  possession,  were  wealthy  and  had  fine  farms.  Many  lost  their  lives,  and  their  widows  and  children 
have  little  left  except  their  claim  to  that  land  which  the  loss  of  the  husband  or  the  father  prevented  the  cultivation 
of.  That  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Governor  to  do  perfect  justice;  and,  even  if  he  could  do  justice  strictly,  he 
would  not  escape  the  charge  of  partiality,  when  exercising  a  discretionary  power.  That  it  was  his  opinion,  it  was  not 
so  much  the  nature  or  quantity  of  improvement  which  should  be  considered  as  the  intention  of  the  party  in  making 
it;  and  that  wherever  it  could  be  made  to  appear  that  a  person  had  obtained  a  grant,  and  began  to  improve  the  land, 
with  the  intention  bona  fide  to  make  a  settlement,  that  the  whole  quantity  should  be  confirmed  to  him.  The  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  coincided  with  that  of  the  Governor,  and  he  recommended  it  to  him  to  proceed  in  that  manner.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Secretary  of  the  territory  had  returned  to  that  country,  and  proceeded  to  allot  the  lands  accord- 
ing to  his  discretion.  Some  rough  minutes  of  his  transactions  are  left  in  the  office,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  discover  by 
what  rule  they  were  governed;  in  some  cases  four  hundred  acres  are  given,  in  some  two  hundred,  and  in  some  twen- 
ty-five acres;  and  in  one,  where  the  improvement  Vas  proved  to  have  been  worth  eight  hundred  dollars,  fifty  acres, 
in  the  cases  where  the  lands  claimed  fell  within  the  donation  tract,  this  short  note  appears:  ''In  the  donation  tract, 
and  cannot  be  confirmed."    The  people  are  extremely  dissatisfied.  ' 

That  a  claim  to  certain  lands  near  to  St.  Vincennes  was,  in  the  year  1795,  presented  to  the  Governor  by  Benja- 
min Reed,  but  the  papers,  which  were  tlie  foundation  of  it,  had  been  so  injured  by  water  that,  in  many  parts,  they 
were  not  legible.  They  appeared,  however,  to  have  been  grants,  but  for  what  lands  it  was  impossible  to  make  out. 
But  this  much  the  Governor  perfectly  recollects,  that,  in  no  part  of  them,  did  it  appear  that  they  had  ever  been 
transferred  to  Reed;  that  he  informed  Reed  that,  from  any  thing  that  appeared,  if  the  grants  could  be  made  out,  the 
land  mentioned  in  them  could  not  be  confirmed  to  him,  but  to  tlie  person  named  in  them,  his  heirs,  or  assigns.  But 
the  Governor  is  persuaded  that  Reed  never  presented  to  him  any  claim  as  assignee  of  Bradley,  assignee  of  Lan- 
guedoc.  The  circumstance  of  the  grant  having  been  conditioned  for  the  building  a  saw  mill,  would  have  naturally 
led  to  an  inquiry  whethei-  the  condition  hatt  been  performed;  arid  there  could  have  been  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
the  fact;  neither  is  there  any  in  it  now.  If  Languedoc  obtained  a  grant  from  St.  Marie  on  conditions,  these  condi- 
tions having  been  performed,  he  is  entitled  as  an  ancient  inhabitant;  and.  if  the  chain  of  conveyance  is  perfect.  Reed 
will  come  in  under  him.  If  the  chain  of  conveyance  is  not  perfect,  either  the  heirs  of  Languedoc,  or  Bradley,  as 
the  case  may  be.  will  come  in.  The  Governor  presumes,  that,  as  the  land  has  fallen  within  the  donation  tract,  and 
of  course  has  been  allotted  to  another  person,  an  equal  quantity  of  land,  in  another  place,  would  be  readily  accepted 
in  lieu  of  it. 

That  the  representations  of  the  American  inhabitants,  and  htads  of  families,  are  in  general  just;  and,  as  a  former 
part  of  this  report  applies  to  them,  the  Governor  will  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  repetition. 

That  a  very  considerable  number  of  people  are  settled  upon  the  Scioto  river,  fiom  its  entrance,  into  the  Ohio  for 
more  than  sixty  miles;  but  the  principal  settlement  is  in  the  upper  part,  eight  or  ten  miles  above  and  below  Chilli- 
cothe.  There  are  many  families,  likewise,  upon  the  Ohio  bank,  from  the  Scioto  upwards;  and  likewise  below  the 
Great  Miami,  and  on  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by  Judge  Symmes,  beyond  what  has  been  granted  to  him.  It  is  be- 
lieved their  numbers  together  are  upwards  of  two  thousand,  and  the  most  of  them  express  a  desire  to  purchase  when 
the  lands  shall  be  oftijred  for  sale;  few  of  them,  it  is  thought,  will  be  found  prepared  to  pay  even  ibr  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  at  two  dollars  per  acre.  In  Pennsylvania,  under  the  proprietary  Government,  the  people  were  in- 
dulged in  taking  up  lands,  in  quantities  not  exceeding  three  hundred  acres,  on  credit,  at  a  moderate  price,  but  pay- 
ing interest  for  the  whole  purchase  money,  and  both  principal  and  interest  remained  a  lien  upon  the  land  untilthe 
whole  was  paid  up;  neither  could  they  obtain  a  patent  until  that  was  done.  The  lands  were  surveyed  by  the  officers 
of  the  Government,  at  the  expense  of  the  applicants;  valuable  improvements  soon  followed;  and,  in  time,  both  prin- 
cipal and  interest  were  paid  without  inconvenience  to  any  one.  Whether  such  a  mode  of  disposing  of  the  lands  in 
the  Northwestern  territory  would  be  eligible,  the  Governor  will  not  take  upon  himself  to  say;  but,  as  the  money 
arising  from  the  sales  of  those  lands  is  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  though  little  money  would  be 
immediately  received,  an  interest  would  accrue  equal  to  the  value  of  them,  to  meet  a  like  sum  of  interest  accruing 
on  the  debt.  Besides,  should  it  become  necessary  that  those  people,  already  so  numerous,  and  daily  increasing  in 
number,  should  be  removed,  very  considei.-'ble  difficulty  may  attend  it;  and  of  that  the  Governor  has  long  been 
aware,  and  has  often  represented  it. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR. 
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6th  Congress.]  No.  46.  [1st  Session. 

COMMISSION   TO    SETTLE   LAND   CLAIMS    WITH    GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE   SENATE,   DECEMBER  31,  1799. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate: 

I  nominate  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State;  Oliver  Wolcott,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  Samuel 
Sitgreaves,  Esq.  of  Pennsylvania;  to  be  commissioners  to  adjust  and  determine,  with  commissioners  appointed  un- 
der the  legislative  authority  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  all  interfering  claims  of  the  United  States  and  that  State,  to 
territory  situate  west  of  the  river  Chattahoochee,  north  of  the  tliirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  south  of  the 
cession  made  to  the  United  States  by  .South  Carolina;  and  also  to  receive  any  proposals  for  the  relinquishment  or 
cession  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  other  territory  claimed  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  out  of  the  ordinary  juris- 
diction thereof,  according  to  the  law  of  the  United  States,  of  the  7th  of  April,  1798. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
United  States,  December  31,  1799. 


6th  Congress.]  ,No.  47.  [1st  Session. 

REFUGEES    FROM    NOVA   SCOTIA. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives,  FEBRUARY  17,  1800. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  on  the 
seventh  day  of  April,  1798,  entitled  ''  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,"  respectfully  submit  to  Congress  the  following  special  report  on  the  claim  of  Seth  Harding: 

The  following  facts  appear  to  be  satisfactorily  established : 

1st.  That  the  claimant  removed  from  Normch,  in  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1771,  to  Liverpool,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  carried  with  him  personal  property  of  the  value  of  about  two  thousand  dollars. 

2d.  That  he  was  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly;  and  in  the  year  1773  was  appointed  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Queen's  county,  in  said  province; 
that  he  lived  in  apparently  easy  and  prosperous  circumstances,  on  an  income  which  is  decljired  by  the  claimant  to 
have  amounted  to  about  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

3d.  That  he  privately  retired  from  Nova  Scotia  in  August,  1775,  with  an  inconsiderable  proportion  of  his  property; 
that  the  residue  left  behind  was  sold  at  public  auction  by  the  commander  of  a  British  sloop  of  war,  as  the  property 
of  an  enemy,  and  that  no  part  thereof  was  afterwards  recovered  by  the  claimant. 

4th.  That  the  intention  of  the  claimant,  as  declared  at  the  time  of  his  return  to  Connecticut,  was  to  engage  ac- 
tively on  the  side  of  this  country,  in  the  war  which  had  then  commenced  with  Great  Britain. 

5th.  That  the  claimant,  during  the  late  war,  commanded  the  brigantine  Defence,  equipped  by  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut; also,  the  States' ship  Oliver  Cromwell;  and  was  afterwards  promoted  to  command  the  United  States'  frigate 
Coniidency:  that,  in  eveij  service,  he  was  distinguished  as  a  brave,  enterprising,  and  successful  commander,  until 
the  year  1781,  when  the  Confidency  was  captured  by  a  greatly  superior  force;  and  that  the  court  of  inquiry  whoin- 
vestigated  the  causes  of  said  capture,  reported,  that  the  conduct  of  the  claimant  had  been  proper  and  becoming  his 
station. 

6th.  That,  early  in  1776,  while  he  was  commander  of  the  brigantine  Defence,  the  claimant  captured  three  vessels, 
having  on  board  a  regiment  of  troops,  five  thousand  stands  of  arms,  besides  supplies  of  ammunition,  tents,  and  mili- 
tary clothing,  which,  at  that  time,  were  of  essential  importance  to  the  public  defence;  that,  subsequently,  other 
valuable  prizes  were  made;  and  that,  during  the  war,  about  eleven  hundred  soldiers  and  seamen  were  captured  by 
vessels  commanded  by  the  claimant. 

7th.  That,  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  the  public  currency,  the  insolvency  of  prize  agents,  and  other  casualties, 
the  claimant  has,  at  no  time,  derived  the  emoluments  which  might  have  been  reasonably  expected  as  the  result  of 
his  perseverance,  bravery,  and  good  fortune,  as  a  naval  commander. 

8th.  That  the  claimant  is  now  in  astate  of  poverty,  unable,  from  age,  to  support  himself  by  exertions  of  industry; 
and  that  the  representation  made  by  himself  is  believed  to  be  true;  namely,  that  he  is  indebted  more  than  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

Upon  the  facts  before  stated,  and  with  reference  to  the  scale  of  compensation  established  by  the  act  of  Congress 
above  recited,  we  respectfully  submit  it  as  our  opinion,  that  a  grant  ought  to  be  made  in  favor  of  Seth  Harding,  of 
two  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  please  to  prescribe. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JAMES  McHENRY,  Secretary  of  War. 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.. 
JOHN  STEELE,  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Treasury  Department,  February  15,  1800. 
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6th  Congress.]  No.   48.  [Ist  Session. 

SALE    OF    LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOTSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    FEBRUARY    19.    1800. 

Mr.  Harrison,  from  the  coinniittee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any  what,  alterations  are  necessary  in 
the  laws  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  made  the  following 
report: 

That,  upon  inquiring  into  the  situation  of  the  salt  springs  and  licks,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  thev 
have  been  informed,  from  respectable  authorities,  that  those  on  the  west  side  of  the  Scioto,  on  the  east  of  the  Mus- 
kingum, and  one  or  two  near  the  Great  Miami,  are  now  in  the  occupancy  of  a  number  of  persons  who  are  engaged  in 
the  making  of  salt  to  a  very  considerable  extent;  and  that  these  persons,  by  a  destructive  waste  of  the  timber  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  springs,  are  daily  diminishing  their  value.  The  committee,  therefore,  think  it  advisable  that 
measures  should  be  immediately  taken  to  secure  to  the  United  States  the  benefits  arising  from  these  springs,  and 
therefore  submit  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  all  the  salt  springs  and  licks,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  ought  to  be  leased  for  a  term  not  less  than nor  more  tiiau  ■ • years. 


6th  Congress.]  No.  49.  [1st  Session-. 

RENEWAL    OF    A    MILITARY    LAND    WARRANT. 

COMMUNICATED  TO   THE   HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   FEB.    21,    1800. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Mountjoy,  made  the  following  report: 
That  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  petitioner  was  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Re- 
volutionary war  with  Great  Britain,  and  entitled  tobounty  land.    It  appears,  also,  by  an  extract  from  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  the  land  warrant  of  the  petitioner  was  cut  out  of  the  book;  a  receipt,  dated  the  26th  of 
February,  1793,  and  not  signed,  was  left  in  the  office.    The  land  warrant.  No.  2492. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect,  or  the  misconduct  of  an  officer  in  the  War 
Office,  no  loss  ought  to  fall  on  the  innocent  party. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  give  to  John  Mountjoy,  late  a  captain  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  a  land  warrant.  No.  2492,  for  three  hundred  acres  of  bounty  land. 
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CONFIRMATION   OF    AN   INDIAN   GRANT. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  REPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY  31,  1800. 

Mr.  Harrison,  from'the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any  what,  alterations  are  necessary  in 
the  laws  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Isaac  Zane,  have  taken  into  consideration  the  said  petition,  and  make  thereon  the  following 
report: 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he  was  made  a  prisoner  by  the  Wyandot  Indians,  when  an  infant  of  nine  years 
of  age,  with  which  nation  he  has  ever  since  remained,  having  married  an  Indian  woman,  by  whom  he  has  many 
children;  that  his  attachments  to  the  white  people  has  subjected  him  to  numberless  inconvenienciesand  dangers  dur- 
ing the  almost  continual  wars  which  existed  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  until  the  peace  of  Green- 
ville, in  1795. 

That,  previous  to  that  period,  a  tract  of  land  on  which  he  now  lives,  had  been  assigned  to  him  by  the  Wyandot 
Indians,  and  that  no  idea  was  entertained,  when  that  treaty  was  made,  that  the  land  which  had  been  given  him 
would  fall  within  the  boundary  of  the  United  States,  (which  now  appears  to  be  the  case)  and,  of  consequence,  that 
no  provision  was  made  in  that  treaty  in  his  favor.  All  of  which  the  committee  have  reason  to  believe  is  perfectly 
true:  and  it  further  appears  from  a  certificate  given  by  Governor  St.  Clair,  the  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  North- 
western territory,  that,  at  a  conference  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Wyandot  nation,  in  the  month  of  October,  1799,  the 
said  chiefs  declared  it  to  be  the  wish  of  their  nation,  that  a  tract  of  land  four  miles  square,  at  a  place  called  the  Big 
Bottom,  on  Mad  river,  a  branch  of  the  Great  Miami,  should  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Zane,  this  land  having  been  set 
apart  for  him  previous  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville.  Having  taken  these  circumstances  into  consideration,  and  hav- 
ing been  creditably  informed  that  the  petitioner  has,  in  the  course  of  the  Indian  war.  rendered  great  and  repeated 
services  to  the  frontier  settlements,  by  giving  information  to  them  of  any  hostile  design  meditated  against  them  by  the 
Indians,  at  the  no  small  risk  of  his  life;  and  having,  as  far  as  bis  power  extended,  protected  and  sustained  the  unfor- 
tunate persons  who  were  occasionally  carried  into  captivity:  the  committee  have  concluded  that  the  petitioner 
ought  to  have  confirmed  to  him  a  tract  of  land  equal,  in  some  degree,  to  the  intentions  of  the  Indians,  and  to  the 
services  rendered  by  the  petitioner  to  the  Unitecf  States;  they  .therefore  recommend  to  the  House  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  con- 
vey, in  fee  simple,  to  Isaac  Zane,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  laid  off  in  a  square,  two 
miles  each  way,  at  a  place  called  the  Big  Bottom,  on  Mad  river,  a  branch  of  the  Great  Miami  river,  and  where  the 
said  Zane  now  lives. 
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6th  Congress.]  No.  51.  ^  [1st  Session. 

CONNECTICUT     WESTERN    RESERVE. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    ON    THE   21sT   OF   MARCH,    1800. 

Mr.  Marshall,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  accepting,  from 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called  the 
Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut,  with  directions  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise,  made  the  following  report: 
That,  in  the  year  1606,  on  the  10th  of  April,  James  I,  King  of  England,  on  the  application  of  Sir  Thomas  Gates 
and  others,  for  a  license  to  settle  a  colony  in  that  part  of  America  called  Virginia,  not  possessed  by  any  Christian 
prince  or  people,  between  the  thirty-fourth  and  forty-fifth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  granted  them  a  charter.  In 
order  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  the  country,  and  at  the  request  of  the  adventurers,  he  divided  it  into  two  colo- 
nies, To  the  first  colony,  consisting  of  citizens  of  London,  he  granted,  '"  That  they  might  begin  their  first  planta- 
tion and  habitation  at  any  place  on  the  said  coast  of  Virginia  or  America,  where  they  shall  think  fit  and  convenient, 
between  the  said  four-and-thirty  and  one-and-forty  degrees  of  the  said  latitude;  and  they  shall  have  all  lands,  &c, 
from  the  said  first  seat  of  their  plantation  and  habitation,  by  the  space  of  fifty  miles,  of  English  statute  measure, 
all  along  the  said  coast  of  Virginia  and  America,  towards  the  west  and  southwest,  as  the  coast  liefh,  with  all  the 
islands,  within  one  hundred  miles,  directly  over  and  against  the  same  seacoast;  and  also  all  the  lands,  &c.  from 
said  place  of  their  first  plantation  and  habitation,  for  the  space  of  fifty  like  English  miles,  all  along  the  said  coast  of 
Virgmia  and  America,  towards  the  east  and  northeast,  or  towards  the  north,  as  the  coast  lieth,  with  all  the  islands, 
within  one  hundred  miles,  directly  over  and  against  the  said  seacoast;  and  also  all  the  lands,  &c.  from  the  same 
fifty  miles  every  way  on  the  seacoast,  directly  into  the  main  land,  by  the  space  of  one  hundred  like  English  miles: 
and  that  no  other  subjects  should  be  allowed  to  settle  on  the  back  of  them,  towards  the  main  land,  without  written 
license  from  the  council  of  the  colony." 

To  the  second  colony,  consisting  of  Thomas  Hanham  and  others,  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  King  Jarties  granted 
the  tract  between  the  thirtyeighth  and  foi-ty-fii'th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  under  the  same  description  as  the  afore- 
said grant  was  made  to  the  first  colony.  To  these  grants  a  consideration  was  annexed,  that  a  plantation  should  not 
be  made  within  one  hundred  miles  of  a  prior  plantation. 

By  the  same  charter,  the  King  agreed  that  he  would  give  and  grant,  by  letters  patent,  to  such  persons,  their  heirs, 
and  assigns,  as  the  council  of  each  colony,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  should  nominate  or  assign,  all  the  lands,  tene- 
ments, and  hereditaments,  which  should  be  within  the  precincts  limited  for  each  colony,  to  be  holden  of  him,  his 
heirs  and  successors  as  for  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  thecounty  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  socc^ge  only, 
ami  not  in  capite.  And  that  such  letters  patent  should  be  sufiicient  assurance  from  the  patentees,  so  distributed 
and  divided  amongst  the  undertakers  for  the  plantations  of  the  sever.il  colonies,  and  such  as  should  make  their  plan- 
tations in  either  ot  the  said  several  colonies  in  such  manner  and  form,  and  for  such  estates,  as  shall  be  ordered, 
and  set  down  by  the  council  of  said  colony,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  respectively,  within  which  the  same  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  shall  lie  or  be:  altliough  express  mention  of  the  true  yearly  value  or  certainty  of  the 
premises,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  any  other  gifts  or  grants,  by  the  King,  or  any  of  his  progenitors,  or  predecessors,  to 
the  guarantees  was  not  made,  or  any  statute,  &c.  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1609,  King  James,  on  the  application  of  the  first  colony  for  a  further  enlargement  and  expla- 
nation of  the  first  grunt,  gave  them  a  second  charter,  in  which  they  were  incorporated  by  the  name  of  "  The  Trea- 
surer and  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  city  of  Lond(m,  for  the  first  colony  of  Virginia." 

"  In  this  charter  the  King  grants  to  them  all  the  lands,  &c.  in  that  part  of  America  called  Virginia,  from  the 
point  of  land  called  Cape  or  Point  Comfort,  all  along  the  seacoast,  to  the  northward,  two  hundred  miles;  and  from 
the  said  Point  of  Cape  Comfort,  all  along  the  sea-coast,  to  the  southward,  two  hundred  miles;  and  all  that  space  and 
circuit  of  land,  lying  from  the  seacoast  of  the  precinct  aforesaid  up  into  the  main  land  throughout,  from  sea  to  sea, 
west  and  northwest;  and  also  all  the  islands  within  one  hundred  miles  along  the  coast  of  both  seas  of  the  precinct 
aforesaid.  ,      ,         ,  •     <■         • 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1611-12,  on  the  representation  that  there«were  several  islands  without  the  foregoing 
grant,  and  contiguous  to  the  coast  of  Virginia,  and  on  the  request  of  the  said  first  colony,  for  an  enlargement  of  the 
former  letters  patent,  as  well  for  a  more  ample  extent  of  their  limits  and  territories  into  the  seas  adjoining  to  and 
upon  the  coast  of  Virginia,  as  for  the  better  government  of  the  said  colony.  King  James  granted  them  anotherchar- 
ter.  After  reciting  the  description  of  the  second  grant,  he  then  proceeds  to  give,  grant,  and  confirm,  to  the  Trea- 
surer and  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  city  of  London  for  the  first  colony  of  Virginia,  and  their 
heirs,  &c.  "  all  and  singular  those  islands,  whatsoever,  situate  and  being  in  any  part  of  the  ocean,  seas,  bordering  on 
the  coast  of  our  said  first  colony  in  Virginia,  and  being  within  three  hundred  leagues  of  any  of  the  parts  heretofore 
granted  to  the  said  Treasurer  and  Company  in  said  former  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  and  being  within  the  one- 
and-fortieth  and  thirtieth  degrees  of  northerly  latitude,  with  all  the  lands,  &c.  both  within  the  said  tract  of  land  on 
the  main,  and  also  within  the  said  islands  and  seas  adjoining,  &c.  Provided,  always,  That  the  said  islands,  or  any 
premises  herein  mentioned,  or  by  these  presents  intended,  or  meant  to  be  conveyed,  be  not  actually  possessed  or 
inhabited  by  any  other  Christian  Prince  or  State;  nor  be  within  the  bounds,  limits,  or  territories,  ot  the  northern 
colony,  herelofore  by  us  granted,  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  our  loving  subjects  in  the  north  part  of  Virginia. 

On  the  15tli  day  of  July.  1624,  James  I.  granted  a  commission  for  the  government  of  Virginia,  in  which  it  is 
alleged  that  the  charters  to  the  Treasurer  and  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  city  of  London,  for  the 
first  colony  of  Virginia,  had  been  avoided  upon  a  quo  warranto  brought,  and  a  legal  and  judicial  proceeding  therein 
by  due  course  of  law.  .  .     .       ,.  ,  • 

On  the  20th  day  of  August,  1624,  James  granted  another  commission  for  the  government  of  Virginia,  in  which  it 
is  alleged  "  Whereupon  we,  entering  into  mature  and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  premises,  did,  by  the  advice 
of  our  lyords  of  the  Privy  Council,  resolve,  by  altering  the  charters  of  the  said  company,  as  to  the  point  ot  govern- 
ment, wherein  the  same  might  be  found  defective,  to  settle  such  a  course  as  might  best  secure  the  safety  ot  the  peo- 
ple there,  and  cause  the  said  plantation  to  flourish;  and,  yet,  with  the  preservation  of  the  interests  of  every  planter 
and  adventurer,  so  far  forth  as  their  present  interests  shall  not  prejudice  the  public  plantations;  but  because  the 
said  Treasurer  and  Company  did  not  submit  their  charters  to  be  reformed,  our  proceedings  therein  were  stayed  for 
a  time,  until,  upon  quo  warranto  brought,  and  a  legal  and  judicial  proceeding  therein,  by  due  course  of  law,  the  said 
charters  were,  and  now  are,  and  stand  avoided." 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1625,  Charles  I.  by  his  proclamation,  after  alleging  that  the  letters  patent,  to  the  colony  ot 
Virginia,  had  been  questioned  in  a  legal  course,  and  thereupon  judicially  repealed,  and  judged  to  be  void,  declares 
that  the  government  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  shall  immediately  depend  on  himself,  and  not  be  committed  to  any 
company  or  corporation.  ,    au    -l-         fT:"     i      i  <■ 

From  this  time  Virginia  was  considered  to  be  a  royal  Government,  and  it  appears  that  the  kings  ot  England,  trom 
time  to  time,  granted  commissions  for  the  government  of  the  same. 

The  right  of  making  grants  of  lands  was  vested  in  and  solely  exercised  by  the  Crown. 

The  Colonies  of  Maryland,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,.and  part  of  Pennsylvania,  were  erected  by  the 
Crown,  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  first  colony  of  Virginia.  -,,,., 

When  the  King  of  France  had  dominions  in  North  America,  the  land  in  question  was  included  in  the  province 
of  Louisiana,  but  no  part  of  it  was  actually  settled  by  any  of  his  subjects.  After  the  conquest  oi  the  French  posses- 
sions in  North  America  by  Great  Britain,  this  tract  was  ceded  to  the  King  ot  Great  Britain,  by  the  treaty  ot  Pans, 
in  1763. 
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In  the  year  1774,  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  passed  an  act,  declaring  and  enacting  "That  all  the  territories) 
islands,  and  countries,  in  North  America,  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  buunded  on  the  south  by  a 
line  from  the  bay  of  Chaluers,  along  the  high  lands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  from  those  that  .fall  into  the  sea,  to  a  point  in  forty-five  degrees  uf  north  latitude  on  the  eastern  bank  ot 
the  river  Connecticut,  keeping  the  same  latitude  directly  west,  through  the  lake  Champlain,  until  in  the  same  lati- 
tude it  meets  the  river  St.  Lawrence;  from  thence,  up  the  eastern  branch  of  said  river  to  the  lake  Ontario:  thence 
through  the  lake  Ontario  and  the  river  commonly  called  Niagara;  and  thence,  along  by  the  eastern  and  southeastern 
bank  of  lake  Erie,  following  the  bank  until  the  same  shall  be  intersected  by  the  northern  boundary,  granted  by  the  char- 
ter of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  case  the  same  shall  so  be  intersected;  and  from  thence,  along  the  said  northern 
and  western  boundaries  of  said  province,  until  the  said  western  boundary  strike  the  Ohio.  But  in  case  the  said  bank 
of  the  said  lake  shall  not  be  found  to  be  so  intersected,  then,  following  the  said  bank,  until  it  shall  arrive  at  the 
point  of  the  said  bank,  which  shall  be  nearest  to  the  northwestern  angle  of  the  said  province  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
thence  by  a  right  line  to  the  said  northwestern  angle  of  said  province;  and  thence,  along  the  western  boundary  of  said 
province,  until  it  shall  strike  the  river  Ohio,  and  along  the  bank  of  the  said  river,  westward,  to  the  banks  ol'  the 
Mississippi;  and  northward  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  territory  granted  to  the  Merchants,  adventurers  ot 
England,  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay;  and,  also,  all  such  territories,  islands,  and  countries,  which  have,  since  the  10th 
of  February,  1763,  been  made  part  of  the  government  of  Newfoundland,  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  during  His  Majes- 
ty's pleasure,  annexed  to  and  made  part  and  parcel  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  as  created  and  established  by  the 
said  royal  proclamation  of  the  7th  of  October,  1763. 

'^  Provided,  always,  That  nothing  herein  contained  relative  to  the  boundary  of  the  province  of  Quebec  shall  in 
anywise  aftect  the  boundaries  of  any  other  colony. 

"  Provided,  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend , 
to  make  void,  or  to  vary,  or  alter  any  right,  title,  or  possession  derived  under  any  grant,  conveyance,  or  otherwise 
howsoever  of,  or  to  any  lands  within  the  said  province  or  provinces  thereto  adjoining;  but  that  the  same  shall  be  in 
force  and  have  eftect  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made." 

In  the  year  1620,  on  the  3d  of  November,  King  James  gave  a  charter  to  the  second  colony  of  Virginia:  after 
reciting  the  grants  made  to  the  first  colony  of  Virginia,  and  stating  an  application  from  the  second  colony  for  a 
furtlier  enlargement  ot  privileges,  he  proceeded  to  declare  "that  the  tract  of  land,  in  America,  between  the  for- 
tieth and  forty-eighth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  from  sea  to  sea,  should  be  called  New  England;  and  for  the  planting 
and  governing  the  same,  he  incorporated  a  council  at  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  and  granted  to  them 
and  tlieir  successors,"  all  that  part  of  America,  lying  and  being  in  breadth,  from  lorfy  degrees  of  northerly  latitude, 
from  the  equinoctial  line,  to  torty-eight  degrees  of  the  said  northerly  latitude  inclusively,  and  in  length  of,  and 
within  all  the  said  breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  all  the  main  lands  from  sea  tj)  sea,  together  with  all  the  firm  lands, 
&c.  upon  the  main,  and  within  the  said  islands  and  seas  adjoining.  Provided,  the  said  islands,  or  any  of  the  pre- 
mises before  mentioned,  and  intended  by  said  charter  to  be  granted,  be  not  actually  possessed  or  inhabited  by  any 
Christian  Prince  or  State,  nor  be  within  the  bounds,  limits,  or  territories  of  the  Southern  colony,  granted  to  be  planted 
in  the  south  part.  King  James,  by  said  charter,  commanded  and  authorized  said  council  at  Plymouth,  or  their  suc- 
cessors, or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  distribute  and  assign  such  portions  of  land  to  adventurers,  &c.  as  they  should 
think  proper. 

In  the  year  1628,  4th  March,  the  council  of  Plymouth,  pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  their  charter, 
granted  to  Sir  Henry  Roswell,  and  others,  a  tract  of  land  called  Massachusetts;  and  King  Charles  I.  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1629,  confirmed  the  sale,  and  granted  them  a  charter.  After  reciting  the  description  of  the  grant  to  the  coun- 
cil of  Plymouth,  and  their  grant  to  Sir  Henry  Roswell,  and  others,  he  grants  and  confirms  to  them,  "all  that  partol 
New  England  in  America,  which  lies  and  extends  between  a  great  river  theie  commonly  called  Morromack  river, 
alias  Merrimack  river,  and  a  certain  other  river  there  called  Charles  river,  being  in  the  bottom  of  a  certain  bay,  there 
called  Massachusetts,  alias  Mattachusetts,  alias  Massactusef  ts  bay;  and  also  all  and  singular  those  lands  and  heredi- 
taments whatsoever,  lying  within  the  space  of  three  English  miles,  on  the  south  part  of  the  said  river,  called  Charles 
river,  or  of  any  or  every  part  thereof;  and  also  all  and  singular,  the  lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  and 
being  within  the  space  of  three  English  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  southernmost  parts  of  the  said  bay,  called 
Massachusetts,  alias  Mattachusetts,  alias  Massactusetts  bay;  and  also  all  those  lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever, 
which  lie  and  be  within  the  space  of  three  English  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  said  river,  called  Morromack, 
alias  Merrimack;  or  to  the  northward  of  any  and  every  part  thereof;  and  all  lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever, 
lying  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  north  and  south,  in  latitude  and  in  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude  of,  and 
within  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  main  lands  there,  from  the  Atlantic  and  Western  sea  and  ocean 
on  the  east  part  to  the  South  sea  on  the  west  part,  with  a  proviso  not  to  extend  to  lands  possessed  by  a  Christian 
Prince,  or  within  the  limits  of  the  southern  colony. " 

In  the  year  1631,  on  the  19th  of  March,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  granted  to  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  others,  all 
that  part  of  New  England  in  America,  which  lies  and  extends  itself  from  a  river  there  called  Narraganset  river,  the 
space  of  forty  leagues,  upon  a  straight  line  near  the  sea  shore,  towards  the  southwest,  west  and  by  south  or  west 
as  the  coast  lieth  towards  Virginia,  accounting  three  English  miles  to  the  league,  and  also  all  and  singular  the 
lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  and  being  within  the  lands  aforesaid,  north  and  south,  in  latitude  and 
in  breadth,  ami  in  length  and  longitude  of,  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,  tliroughout  the  main  lands  there, 
from  the  Western  ocean  to  the  South  sea,  &c.  and  also  all  the  islands,  lying  in  America,  aforesaid  in  said  seas,  or 
either  of  them,  on  the  western  or  eastern  coasts,  &c.  The  territory  aforesaid  having  been  in  the  year  preceding 
by  the  council  of  Plymouth  granted  to  said  Earl  of  Warwick. 

In  1635,  the  7th  of  June,  the  council  of  Plymouth,  after  having  made  sundry  other  grants,  surrendered  their  char- 
ter to  the  Crown. 

In  the  year  1635,  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  other  associates,  appointed  John  Winthrop  their  governor  and  agent, 
to  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  their  territory,  \yhich  he  accordingly  did,  and  began  a  settlement  near  the  mouth 
of  Connecticut  river.  About  the  same  time,  a  number  of  English  colonists  emigrated  from  the  Massachusetts  to 
Connecticut  river,  and  after  having  found  themselves  to  be  without  the  patent  of  tnat  colony,  formed  into  a  political 
association  by  the  name  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  purchased  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  others,  their 
grant  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  made  in  1631;  and  in  1661  petitioned  King  Charles  the  II.  setting  forth  their  colo- 
nization, their  adoption  of  a  voluntary  form  of  Government,  their  grant  from  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  others,  and 
their  acquisition  by  purchase  and  conquest,  and  praying  him  to  give  them  a  charter  of  Government,  agreeably  to 
the  system  they  had  adopted,  with  power  equal  to  those  conferred  on  Massachusetts,  or  the  lords  and  gentlemen 
whose  jurisdiction  right  they  had  purchased,  and  to  confirm  the  grant  or  patent  which  they  had  obtained  as  afore- 
said of  the  assies  of  the  Plymouth  council,  according  to  tlie  tenor  of  a  draft  or  instrument,  which  they  say  was 
ready  to  be  tendered  at  his  gracious  order. 

Ring  Charles  II.,  referring  to  the  facts  stated  in  the  petition  aforesaid,  granted  a  charter,  dated  the  23d  of  April 
1662,  in  which  he  constituted  and  declared  John  Winthrop  and  others  his  associates,  a  body  corporate  and  politic, 
by  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England,  in  America, 
with  privileges  and  powers  of  government,  and  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  said  Governor  and  company  and  their 
successors,  all  that  part  of  his  dominions  in  New  England  in  America,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Narraganset  river, 
commonly  called  Narraganset  bay,  where  the  said  river  falls  into  the  sea;  and  on  the  north  by  the  line  of  Massa- 
chusetts plantation,  and  on  the  south  by  the  sea,  and  in  longitude  as  the  line  of  Massachusetts  colony,  running  from 
east  to  west,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  said  Narraganset  bay  on  the  east,  to  the  South  sea,  on  the  west,  with  the  islands 
thereto  adjoining;  (which  is  the  present  charter  of  Connecticut.) 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1664,  King  Charles  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  and  company  of  Connecticut,  in 
which,  among  other  things,  he  speaks  of  having  renewed  their  charter. 
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On  the  I3fh  of  March,  1664,  Charles  IT.  granted  to  James,  Duke  of  York,  "  all  that  part  of  the  main  land  iti 
New  England,  beginning  at  a  certain  place  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  next  adjoining  to  New 
Scotland  in  America,  and  from  thence  extending  along  the  seacoast,  unto  a  place  called  Pennique,  or  Pennequid, 
and  so  up  the  river  thereof  unto  the  furthermost  head  of  the  same,  as  it  tendeth  northward,  and  extending  from 
thence  unto  the  river  Kennebequie,  and  upwards  by  the  shortest  course  to  the  river  called  Canada,  northwardf;  and 
also  all  that  island  or  islands,  called  by  the  several  name  or  names  of  Mattawacks,  or  Long  Island,  situate,  lying, 
and  being  towards  the  west  of  Cape  Cod  and  the  Narragansets,  abutting  on  the  main  lands,  between  the  two  rivers 
there  called  and  known  by  the  names  of  Connecticut,  and  Hudson's  river,  together  also  with  the  said  river  called 
Hudson's  river,  and  all  the  lands  from  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware  bay,  and  all 
the  several  islands,  &c. 

As  the  charter  to  the  Duke  of  York  covered  part  of  the  lands  included  in  the  charter  of  Connecticut,  and  as  a 
part  of  the  country  had  been  settled  by  christian  nations  prior  to  the  Charter  of  Connecticut,  for  which  an  excep- 
tion had  been  made  in  the  charter  to  the  council  of  Plymouth,  though  not  in  that  to  Connecticut;  a  dispute  arose 
between  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  people  of  Connecticut,  respecting  the  bounds  of  their  respective  grants.  King 
Charles  II.  having  appointed  Richard  Nichols,  and  others,  commissioners  to  visit  the  New  England  colonies,  with 
power  to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints  and  appeals,  and  proceed  in  all  things  for  providing  for  and  settling 
the  peace  of  said  country.  ^  >        ■  <-^  •  ■       ■ 

On  the  13th  October,  1664,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  appointed  agents  to  wait  on  said 
commissioners,  which  appointment  was  expressed  in  the  following  terms,  to  wit:  Mr.  Allen,  &c.  are  desired  to 
accompany  the  Governor  to  New  York  to  congratulate  His  Majesty's  honorable  commissioners,  and  if  an  opportu- 
nity oU'ers  itself,  that  they  can  issue  the  bounds  between  the  Duke's  patent  and  ours  (so  as  in  their  judgment  may  be 
lor  the  satisfaction  of  the  court)  they  are  empowered  to  attend  the  same,  &c.  Said  commissioners  undertook  the 
settlement  of  said  bounds,  and  on  the  30th  of  November,  1664,  determined  as  follows: 

"'By  virtue  of  His  Majesty's  commission,  we  have  heard  the  difference  about  the  bounds  of  the  patent  granted 
to  the  Duke  nfilTork,  and  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  having  c(msidered  the  same,  &c.  we  do  declare,  and  order, 
the  southei  n  bound  of  His  Majesty's  colony  is  the  sea,  and  that  Long  Island  is  to  be  under  the  government  of  His 
iioval  Ili^hness  the  Duke  of  York,  as  is  expressed  by  plain  words  in  said  charters  respectively.  And  also  by  virtue 
of  His  Majesty's  commission,  and  by  consent  of  both  the  Governots  and  gentlemen  above  named,  we  do  alsogrder 
and  declare  that  the  creek  or  river  which  is  called  Monoromock,  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  twelve  miles  to  the 
east  of  Westchester  and  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  east  point  or  side  where  the  fresh  water  falls  into  the  salt,  at 


To  this  the  commissioners  from  Connecticut  subscribed  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

'•  We  the  underwritten,  on  behalf  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  have  assented  unto  the  determination  of  His 
Majesty's  commissioners  in  relation  to  the;;  bounds  and  limits  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke's  patent  and  the 
patent  of  Connecticut." 

This  was  a  settlement  of  boundary  between  the  interfering  charter  of  Connecticut  and  that  to  the  Duke  o(  York, 
as  it  respected  the  eastern  extent  of  the  latter.       ,     ^      ,         ,   ,    .    ^  .     , 

New  York  being,  in  June  1673,  recovered  by  the  Dutch,  and  their  Government  revived,  was,  m  1674,  ceded  on 
a  treaty  of  peace.  The  Duke  obtained  a  renewal  of  his  patent,  and  claimed  a  re-settlement  of  the  same,  which  was 
finally  effected  in  1733,  when  Biram  river,  the  present  line,  was  established. 

Charles  the  second,  on  the  4th  day  of  March  1681,  granted  to  William  Penn,  the  first  proprietary  and  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  all  that  tract  orpart  of  land  in  America,  with  the  islands  therein  contained,  as  the  same  is  bounded 
on  the  east  by  Delaware  river,  from  twelve  miles  distance,  northward  of  Newcastle  town,  unto  the  three  and-for- 
tieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  if  said  river  doth  extend  so  far  northward;  but  if  the  said  river  shall  not  extend  so 
far  northward,  then,  by  the  said  river  so  far  as  it  doth  extend,  and  from  the  head  of  the  said  river,  the  eastern  bounds 
are  to  be  determined  by  a  meridian  line,  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  said  river,  unto  the  said  forty-third  degree; 
the  said  land  to  extend  westward  five  degrees  in  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  said  eastern  bounds;  and  the 
said  lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  beginning  of  the  three-and-fordeth  degree  of  northern  latitude;  and  on 
the  south  by  a  circle  drawn  at  twelve  miles  distance  from  Newcastle,  northward  and  westward,  unto  the  beginning 
of  the  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude;  and  then  by  a  straight  line,  westward,  to  the  limits  of  longitude  above 

On  the  "27th  of  November,  1779,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  vested  the  estate  of  the  proprietaries  in  the  Comv 

The  charter  of  Pennsylvania  comprehended  a  part  of  the  land  included  in  the  charter  of  Connecticut,  viz: 
between  the  forty-first  and  forty-second  degrees  of  north  latitude,  in  consequence  of  which  a  dispute  arose  respect- 
ing the  right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction.  .    .  •   ,    ,  1  i     ..       \-  ,        r 

This  dispute  came  to  a  final  decision  before  a  court  of  commissioners  appointed  pursuant  to  the  articles  ot  con- 
federation on  the  30th  day  of  December,  1782,  when  it  was  determined  that  the  State  of  Connecticut  had  no  right  to 
the  lands  included  in  the  charter  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  the  State  of  Pennsylyania  had  the  right  of  jurisdiction 

The  State  of  Connecticut  acquiesced  in  the  decision  aforesaid,  respecting  the  lands  claimed  by  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  court  of  commissioners  having  final  jurisdiction,  the  claim  of  Connecticut  respecting  both  soil  and  jurisdiction  is 
conclusively  settled.  But  Connecticut  did  not  abandon  her  claim  to  lands  west  of  Pennsylvania,  and  at  a  General 
Assembly,  holden  at  New  Haven  on  the  second  Thursday  of  October,  1783,  the  following  act  was  passed,  viz. 
"  Whereas  this  State  has  the  undoubted  and  exclusive  right  of  jurisdiction  and  pre-emption  to  all  the  lands  lying 
west  of  the  western  limits  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  extending  throughout 
from  the  latitude  41°  to  latitude  42°  and  2'  north,  by  virtue  of  the  charter  granted  by  King  Charles  the  Second  to 
the  late  colony,  now  State  of  Connecticut,  bearing  date  the  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1662,  which  claim  and  title  to 
make  known,  for  the  information  of  all,  to  the  end  that  they  may  conform  themselves  thereto. 

"■Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  desired  to  issue  his  proclamation,  declaring  and  asserting  £he 
right  of  this  State  to  all  the  lands  within  the  limits  aforesaid;  and  strictly  forbidding  all  persons  to  enter  or  settle 
thereon,  without  special  license  and  authority  first  obtained  from  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State." 

Pursuant  to  this  resolution,  Governor  Trumbull  issued  a  proclamation,  bearing  date  the  15th  day  of  November, 
1783,  making  known  the  determination  of  the  State  to  maintain  their  claim  to  said  territory,  and  forbidding  all  per- 
sons'to  enter  thereon,  or  settle  within  the  limits  of  the  same. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1784,  Congress  adopted  the  tollowing  resolution: 

Congress,  by  their  resolution  of  September  6th,  1780,  having  thought  it  advisable  to  press  upon  the  States  having 
claims  to  the  Western  country  a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion  of  their  territorial  claims;  by  that  of  the  10th  of 
October  in  the  same  year,  having  fixed  conditions  to  which  the  Union  should  be  bound  on  receiving  such  cessions; 
and  having  again  proposed  the  same  subject  to  those  States  in  their  address  of  April  the  18th,  1783,  wherein,  stating 
the  national  debt,  and  expressing  their  reliance  for  its  discharge,  on  the  prospect  of  vacant  territory  in  aid  of  other 
resources,  they,  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  to  obviate  disagreeable  controversies  and  confusions,  included  in. the 
game  recommendations  a  renewal  of  those  of  September  6th,  and  of  October  the  10th,  1780,  which  several  recom- 
mendations have  not  yet  been  fully  complied  with.  ,       .       ,  ,  ., 

Resolved,  That  the  same  subject  be  again  presented  to  the  said  States;  that  they  be  urged  to  consider,  that  the 
war  being  now  brought  to  a  happy  termination,  by  the  personal  services  of  our  soldiers,  the  supplies  of  property  by 
our  citizens,  and  loans  of  money  from  them  as  well  as  foreigners;  these  several  creditors  have  a  right  to  expect  tliat 
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funds  will  be  provided,  on  which  they  may  rely  for  indemnification;  that  Congress  still  consider  vacant  territory 
as  an  important  resource;  and  that,  therefore,  said  States  be  earnestly  pressed  by  immediate  and  liberal  cessions  to 
forward  these  necessary  ends,  and  to  promote  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 

The  State  of  Connecticut,  prior  to  the  decree  of  Trenton,  offered  to  make  a  cession  of  Western  territory,  but 
under  such  restrictions  that  Congress  refused  to  accept  the  same.  In  consequence  of  the  above  recommendation  of 
Congress,  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  cession  uftheir  Western  territory:  and,  at 
a  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May,  1786,  passed  the  following  act: 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Representatives,  in  general  court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  the  delegates  of  this  State,  or  any  two  of  them,  who  shall  be  attending  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  authorized,  and  fully  empowered,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  State,  to 
make,  execute,  and  deliver,  under  their  hands  and  seals  an  ample  deed  of  release  and  cession  of  all  the  right,  title, 
interest,  jurisdiction,  and  claim  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  certain  Western  lands,  beginning  at  the  completion 
of  the  forty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  west  of  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  now  claimed  by  said  Commonwealth;  and  from  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  north 
parallel  to,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  west  of  the  said  west  line  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  continue 
north  until  it  comes  to  42°  and  2'  north  latitude:  whereby  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  jurisdiction,  and  claim  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut  to  the  lands  lying  west  of  the  said  line,  to  be  diawn,  as  aforementioned,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  west  of  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  now  claimed  by  said  Com- 
monwealth,- shall  be  included,  released,  and  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  the  common 
use  and  benefit  of  said  States,  Connecticut  inclusive. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1786,  Congress  resolved,  '•  that  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  are  ready  to  ac- 
cept all  the  right,  title,  interest,  jurisdiction,  and  claim  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  certain  western  lands,  begin- 
ning at  the  completion  of  the  forty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  west  of  the  west- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  now  claimed  by  said  Commonwealth;  and  from  thence, 
by  a  line  to  be  drawn  north  parallel  to,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  west  of  the  said  west  line  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  to  continue  north  until  it  comes  to  forty-two  degrees  two  minutes  north  latitude,  whenever  the  delegates 
of  Connecticut  shall  he  furnished  with  full  powers,  and  shall  execute  a  deed  for  that  purpose." 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1786,  the  delegates  from  Connecticut  executed  a  deed  of  cession  ag-reeably  to  the 
above  resolution,  and  it  was  resolved  "  that  Congress  accept  the  said  deed  of  cession,  and  that  the  same  be  recorded 
and  enrolled  among  the  acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled." 

The  cession  from  Connecticut  was  accepted  by  Congress  in  the  same  manner  and  ,'brm  as  the  cessions  from  Vir- 
ginia, New  York,  and  Massachusetts. 

The  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  October,  1786,  passed  an  act  directing  the  survey  of 
that  part  of  their  western  territory  not  ceded  to  Congress,  lying  west  of  Pennsylvania,  and  east  of  the  river  Caya- 
hoga,  to  which  the  Indian  right  had  been  extinguished;  and  by  tne  same  act,  opened  aland  office  for  the  sale  thereof. 
Under  this  act,  a  part  of  said  tract  was  sold. 

The  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  in  1792,  granted  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  said  territory,  being  the  west 
part  thereof,  to  certain  citizens  of  the  State,  as  a  compensation  for  property  burned  and  destroyed  in  the  towns  of 
New  London,  New  Haven,  Fairfield,  and  Norwalk,  by  the;  British  troops  in  the  war  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  Great  Britain.    Many  transfers  of  parts  of  this  land  have  been  made  for  valuable  considerations. 
In  May,  1795,  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  passed  a  resolve  in  the  words  following: 

"  Resolved  by  the  Assembly,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  receive  any  proposals  that  may  be  made  by  any 
person  or  persons,  whether  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  or  others,  for  the  purchase  of  the  lands  belonging  to 
this  State  lying  west  of  the  west  line  of  Pennsylvania,  as  claimed  by  said  State.  And  the  said  committee  are 
hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  State,  to  negotiate  with  any  such  person  or 
persons,  on  the  subject  of  any  such  proposals,  and  also  to  form  and  complete  any  contract  or  contracts  for  the  sale 
of  the  said  lands,  and  to  make  and  execute,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  a  deed  or 
deeds,  duly  authenticated,  quitting,  in  behalf  of  this  State,  all  right,  title,  and  interest,  juridical  and  territorial,  in 
and  to  said  lands  to  him  or  them,  and  to  his  and  their  heirs  forever. 

"  That  before  the  executing  of  such  deed  or  deeds,  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  give  their  personal  note  or 
bond,  payable  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  for  the  purchase  money,  carrying  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  payable  annually,  to  commence  from  the  date  thereof,  or  from  such  future  period,  not  exceeding  two  years 
fiom  the  date,  as  circumstances,  in  the  opinion  ol  the  committee,  may  require,  and  as  may  be  agreed  on  between 
them  and  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers,  with  good  and  suflicient  sureties,  inhabitants  of  this  State;  or  with  a  suf- 
ficient deposite  of  bank  stock,  or  other  stock  of  the  United  States,  or  the  particular  States;  which  note  or  bond  shall._ 
be  taken,  payable  at  a  period  not  more  remote  than  five  years  from  the  date,  or  if  by  annual  instalments,  so  that  the 
last  instalment  be  made  payable  within  ten  years  from  the  date,  eithei-  in  specie,  or  six  per  cent.,  three  per  cent.,  or 
deferred  stock  of  the  United  States,  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee. 

'•  That  if  the  said  committee  shall  find  that  it  will  be  most  beneficial  to  the  State  or  its  citizens,  to  form  several 
contracts  for  the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  they  shall  not  consummate  any  of  the  said  contracts  apart  by  themselves,  while 
the  others  lie  in  a  train  of  negotiation  only;  but  all  the  contracts,  which,  taken  together,  shall  comprise  the  v.hole  of 
the  quantity  of  the  said  lands,  shall  be  consummated  together,  and  the  purchasers  shall  hold  their  respective  parts, 
or  proportions,  as  tenants  in  common  of  the  whole  tract,  or  territory,  and  not  in  severalty. 

"  That  th:e  said  committee,  in  whatever  manner  they  shall  find  it  best  to  sell  the  said  lands,  shall,  in  r.o  case,  be  at 
liberty  to  sell  the  whole  quantity  for  a  principal  sum  less  than  one  million  of  dollars  in  specie,  with  interest  at  six 
per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  time  of  such  sale." 

The  Legislature,  at  the  same  time,  appointed  a  committee  to  sell  said  lands,  who  advertised  the  same  in  various 
newspapers  in  the  United  States,  and  particularly  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  published  in  Philadelphia. 

Said  committee  sold  said  lands  to  sundry  citizens  of  Connecticut,  and  of  other  States,  for  the  sum  of  one  million 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  on  the  9th  day  of  September,  1795,  executed  to  the  several  purchasers,  deeds 
quitting  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever,  all  right,  title,  and  interest,  juridical  and  territorial  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, to  lands  belonging  to  said  State,  lying  west  of  the  west  line  of  Pennsylvania,  as  claimed  by  said  State. 

The  Legislature  of  Connecticut  have  appropriated  the  money  arising  on  the  sale  of  said  lands,  for  the  support  of 
schools,  and  have  pledged  the  annual  interest  as  a  perpetual  fund  for  that  purpose.  The  proprietors  have  paid  the 
principal  part  of  two  years'  interest  to  the  State,  making  about  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  purchasers  have  surveyed  into  townships  of  five  miles  square,  the  whole  of  said  tract  lying  east  of  the  river 
Cayahoga,  and  to  which  the  Indian  right  has  been  extinguished;  they  have  made  divisions  thereof  according  to  their 
respective  proportions;  commenced  settlements  in  thirty-five  of  said  townships;  and  there  are  actually  settled  there- 
in about  one  thousand  inhabitants.  A  number  of  mills  have  been  built,  and  roads  cut  in  various  directions  through 
said  territory,  to  the  extent  of  about  seven  hundred  miles;  numerous  sales  and  transfers  of  the  land  have  been  n)ade, 
and  the  proprietors,  in  addition  to  the  payments  of  interest  aforesaid,  have  already  expended  about  the  sum  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars. 

While  the  State  of  Connecticut  was  making  a  disposition  of  said  territory,  the  following  acts  took  place  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the  lands  not  claimed  by  the 
Indians,  nor  granted  to,  nor  claimed  by  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  within  the  territory  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  are  the  following  clauses: 

Under  the  head  of  lands  reserved  by  States  in  their  deeds  of  cession,  it  is  said,  "  the  tract  of  country  presents 
itself  from  the  completion  of  the  forty -first  degree  to  forty,  second  degree  two  minutes  of  north  latitude,  and  ex- 
tending to  the  Pennsylvania  line  before  mentioned,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  westward,  not  mentioned  in  the 
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deed  of  Connecticut,  while  all  the  country  westward  thereof  was  mentioned  to  be  ceded;  about  two  and  an  half 
millions  of  acres  of  this  may,  perhaps,  be  without  the  Indian  lines  before  mentioned." 

In  the  act  of  Congress  passed  May  18th,  1796,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  river,"  is  the  following  section: 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  seven  ranges  of  townships  shall  have  been  surveyed  below  the 
Great  Miami,  or  between  the  Scioto  river  and  the  Ohio  Company's  purchase,  or  between  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  Connecticut  claims,  and  the  ranges  already  laid  off,  beginning  upon  the  Ohio  river,  and  extending  westwardly; 
and  the  plats  thereof  made  and  transmitted,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  said  sections  of  sis  hun- 
dred ana  forty  acres  (excluding  those  hereby  reserved)  shall  be  offered  for  sale  at  public  vendue,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Governor,  or  Secretary  of  the  Western  Territory,  and  the  Surveyor  General;  such  of  them  as  lie  below 
the  Great  Miami,  shall  be  sold  at  Cincinnati;  those  of  them  that  lie  between  the  Scioto  and  the  Ohio  Company's  pur- 
chase, at  Pittsburg;  and  those  between  the  Connecticut  claim  and  seven  ranges  at  Pittsburg,  &c."* 

At  a  meeting  of  commissioners  from  sundry  of  the  then  colonies  at  Albany,  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  of  July,  1754, 
it  was,  among  other  things,  agreed  and  resolved,  as  follows: 

That  His  Majesty's  title  to  the  northern  continent  of  America  appears  to  be  founded  on  the  discovery  thereof 
first  made,  and  the  possession  thereof  first  taken  in  1497,  under  a  commission  from  Henry  VII.  of  England,  to 
Sebastian  Cabot.  That  the  French  have  possessed  themselves  of  several  parts  of  this  continent,  which,  by  treaties, 
have  been  ceded  and  confirmed  to  them. 

That  the  right  of  the  English  to  the  whole  seacoast  from  Georgia  on  the  south,  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence  on  the 
north,  excepting  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  and  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  remains  indisputable. 

That  all  the  lands  or  countries  westward  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  South  Sea,  between  4&and  34°  north 
latitude,  was  expressly  included  in  the  grant  of  King  Charles  I.  to  divers  of  his  subjects,  so  long  since  as  the  year 
1606,  and  afterwards  confirmed  in  1 620,  and  under  this  grant  the  colony  of  Virginia  claims  extent  as  far  west  as 
the  South  Sea;  and  the  ancient  colonies  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut  were  by'their  respective  char- 
ters made  to  extend  to  the  said  South  Sea;  so  that  not  only  the  light  of  the  seacoast,  but  to  all  the  inland  countries 
from  sea  to  sea,  has,  at  all  times,  been  asserted  by  the  Crown  of  England. 

In  1754,  some  settlements  were  made  from  Connecticut  on  lands  on  the  Susquehannah,  about  Wyoming,  within 
the  chartered  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  and  also  within  the  chartered  limits  claimed  by  Connecticut,  which  produced 
a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"  Windsor,  March  13,  1754. 

"  There  being  now  no  unimpropriated  lands  with  us,  some  of  our  inhabitants,  hearing  of  this  land  at  Susquehan- 
nah, and  that  it  was  north  of  the  grant  made  to  Mr.  Penn  and  that  to  Virginia,  are  upon  a  design  of  making  a  pur- 
chase from  the  Indians,  and  hope  to  obtain  a  grant  of  it  from  the  Crown.  But  Mr.  Armstrong  informs  me  that  this 
land  is  certainly  within  Mr.  Penn's  grant.  If  so,  I  don't  suppose  our  people  had  any  purpose  to  quarrel  with  Pennsyl- 
Tania.  Indeed,  I  don't  know  the  mind  of  every  private  man,  but  I  never  heard  our  leading  men  express  themselves 
so  inclined." 

On  the  same  day.  Lieutenant  Governor  Fitch  wrote  from  Hartford  a  letter  on  the  same  subject,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract: 

"  I  do  well  approve  of  the  notice  you  take  of  the  attempt  some  of  the  people  of  this  colony  are  making,  and  the 
concern  you  manifest  for  the' general  peace,  &c.  I  know  nothing  of  any  thing  done  by  the  Government  to  coun- 
tenance such  a  procedure  as  you  intimate,  and,  I  conclude,  is  going  on  among  some  of  our  people.  I  shall,  in  all 
proper  ways,  use  my  interest  to  prevent  every  thing  that  may  tend  to  prejudice  the  general  good  of  these  govern- 
ments, and  am  inclined  to  believe  that  this  wild  scheme  of  our  people  will  come  to  nothing,  though  I  can't  certainly 
say." 

At  a  General  Assembly  for  Connecticut,  holden  in  May,  1755.  the  Susquehannah  Company,  as  were  styled  those 
who  were  seating  lands  on  that  river  west  of  New  York,  and  within  the  boundaries  claimed  by  Pennsylvania  and 
Connecticut,  presented  a  petition  praying  the  assent  ofthe  Legislature  to  a  petition  to  His  Majesty  for  a  new  colony 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  Connecticut,  and  describing  the  lands  lying  west  of  New  York;  whereupon,  the 
Assembly  of  Connecticut,  after  reciting  the  said  petition,  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  by  this  Assembly,  That  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  peaceably  and  orderly  erecting  and  carrying  on 
some  new  and  well  regulated  colony  or  plantation  on  the  lands  above  mentioned  would  tend  to lix  and  secure  said 
Indian  nations  in  allegiarice  to  His  Majesty  and  friendship  with  his  subjects;  and  accordingly  hereby  manifest  their 
ready  acquiescence  therein,  if  it  should  be  His  Majesty's  royal  pleasure  to  grant  said  land  to  said  petitioners,  and 
thereon  erect  and  settle  a  new  colony,  in  such  form  and  under  such  regulations  as  might  be  consistent  with  his  royal 
wisdom;  and  also  take  leave  humbly  to  recommend  the  said  petitioners  to  his  royal  favor  in  the  premises. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1779,  an  agreement  was  concluded  between  commissioners  duly  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  whereby  it  was  agreed  "  That  the  line  commonly 
called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line  be  extended  due  west  five  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  river  Dela- 
ware, for  the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  a  meridian  drawn  from  the  western  extremity  thereof 
to  the  northern  lirnits  of  the  said  States,  respectively,  be  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  forever;"  which 
agreernent  was  ratified  and  finally  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  by  resolution  bearing  date  the  3d 
day  of  September,  1780,  and  by  the  State  of  Virginia  on  the day  of  178-._See  Journals  of  Pennsylvania  Assem- 
bly, vol.  1.  page  519. 

On  the  6th  day  of  June,  1788,  Congress  directed  the  geographer  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  the  deeds  of  cession  of 
the  said  States,  and  also  directed  that  the  meridian  line  between  lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  being 
run,  the  land  lying  west  of  the  said  line,  and  between  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  lake  Erie,  should  be  surveyed, 
and  return  tliereof  made  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  who  were  authorized  to  make  sale  thereof. 

The  said  land  having  been  sold,  in  conformity  with  the  above  mentioned  resolution,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Congress,  on  the  3d  of  September,  1788,  passed  a  resolution  relinquishing  and.  transferring  all  the  right,  title, 
and  claim,  of  the  United  States  to  the  government  and  jurisdiction  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania forever. 

As  the  purchaseis  of  the  land  commonly  called  the  Connecticut  Reserve  hold  their  title  under  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, they  cannot  submit  to  the  Government  established  by  the  United  States  in  the  Northwestern  territory, 
without  endangering  their  titles,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  could  not  be  extended  over  them  without  much 
inconvenience.  Finding  themselves  in  this  situation,  they  have  applied  to  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  to  cede 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  territory  to  the  United  States.  In  pursuance  of  such  application,  the  Legislature  of 
Connecticut,  in  the  month  of  October,  1797,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Senators  of  the  said  State  in  Congress  to 
execute  a  deed  of  release  in  behalf  of  said  State  to  the  United  States  of  the  jurisdiction  of  said  territory. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  cession  of  jurisdiction  offered  by  the  State  of  Connecticut  ought  to  be 
accepted  by  the  United  States,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  specified  in  tlie  bill  which  accompanies  this  report. 

•  On  the  21st  January,  1799,  Mr.  Read,  from  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  accept  a  cession  from  Connecticut 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  made  a  report  to  the  Senate,  of  which  the  preceding  is  a  transcript. 
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COMMUNICATED  TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   APRIL   2,    1800. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  Thomas  Burling  and  others,  of  John 
Collier  and  others,  and  of  Cato  West  and  others,  made  the  following  report: 

On  so  much  thereof  as  respects  the  uncertainties  and  interfering  claims,  to  which  the  rights  and  locations  of 
land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  are  liable,  and  as  to  rewarding  and  encouraging  actual  settlers  by  allowances  of 
land  to  be  made  to  them  in  consideration  of  their  improvements. 

In  considering  this  part  of  the  subjects  referred  to  them,  the  committee  have  thought  it  necessary  to  examine 
by  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  the  general  rights  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  have  been 
heretofore  claimed  and  exercised.  They  have  particularly  consulted,  for  this  purpose,  the  report  of  the  Attorney 
General  to  Congress,  containing  a  collection  of  charters,  treaties,  and  other  documents,  relative,  to,  and  explanatory 
of,  the  titles  to  the  lands  situate  in  the  southwestern  p^rts  of  the  United  States:*  and  a  digest  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  lately  published,  and  submit  the  following  brief  statement  of  the  most  material  circumstances 
which  have  occurred  to  them  in  this  inquiry. 

A  contest  between  England  and  Spain,  respecting  the  boundaries  of  their  territories  in  this  part  of  America, 
commenced  with  the  earliest  settlements  or  colonies  which  the  English  attempted  in  Carolina,  and  the  Spaniards  in 
Florida.  At  that  period,  England  claimed  as  far  south  as  the  twenty-ninth  degree  of  north  latitude.  Charles  the 
First,  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  Sir  Robert  Heath,  Carolina,  Florida  lying  from  the  river  Matheo  in 
the  thirtieth  degree,  to  the  liver  Passa  Mana,  in  the  thirty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude. 

In  1662,  Charles  the  Second  granted  the  same  country,  with  some  small  difference  of  boundary,  that  is,  fixing  its 
southern  boundary  as  within  one-and-thirty  degrees  of  north  latitude,  to  Lord  Clarendon  and  others,  called  the 
lords  proprietors,  and  established  it  as  a  province,  by  the  name  of  Carolina:  and  a  subsequent  charter  by  the  same 
Prince,  in  1664,  confirming  the  last  mentioned  grant,  extended  it  southwards  to  the  twenty-ninth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  inclusive. 

In  X670,  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  then  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  it  was 
declared  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  should  remain  in  possession  of  what  he  then  possessed  in  the  West  Indies 
and  America.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  boundary  between  Florida  and  Carolina  continued  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  contest,  and  a  disputed  jurisdiction  between  those  powers. 

In  1726,  seven  of  the  lords  proprietors  of  Carolina,  (Lord  Carteret  retaining  his  share,)  relinquished,  and  sur- 
rendered to  George  the  Second,  then  King  of  Great  Britain,  seven-eighth  parts  of  the  proprietary  and  their  rights, 
under  the  two  last  mentioned  charters;  and  this  surrender  was  confirmed  by  act  of  Parliament.  About  this  time, 
Carolina  was  divided  into  South  and  North  Carolina:  and  after  the  surrender,  a  part  of  the  latter  province  was 
assigned  to  Lord  Carteret  for  his  share  in  the  original  proprietary. 

In  1732,  George  the  Second  granted  and  established  within  the  boundary  of  South  Carolina,  the  colony  of  Georgia, 
bounding  it  from  the  northern  stream  of  a  river  called  the  Savannah,  all  along  the  seacoast  to  the  southward,  unto 
the  most  northern  stream  of  a  certain  other  river  called  the  Altamaha,  and  westward  from  the  head  of  the  said  rivers, 
respectively,  in  direct  lines  to  the  South  Seas.  South  Carolina,  after  the  establishment  of  the  province  of  Georgia, 
continued  to  claim  and  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  lying  to  the  southward  of  the  Altamaha;  and  in  1758, 
particularly,  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  encouraged  a  settlement  which  had  been  commenced  by  one  Grey, 
and  his  adherents,  and  granted  them  patents  of  land,  in  that  territory. 

In ,  the  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia  surrendered  their  charter  to  George  the  Second; 

and  in  1754,  John  Reynolds  was  appointed  Governor  of  Georgia,  then  constituted  a  royal  province,  by  the  same 
boundaries  which  had  been  given  to  the  colony  in  the  original  charter.  In  1763,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  His  Catholic  Majesty  ceded  and  guarantied  in  full  right  to  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
Florida,  with  fort  St.  Augustine,  and  the  bay  of  Pensacola,  as  well  as  all  that  Spain  possessed  on  the  continent 
of  North  America,  to  the  east  or  southeast  of  the  river  Mississippi.  In  the  same  year,  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
then  possessing  entirely  the  right  and  control  of  this  part  of  America,  established  by  his  proclamation  the  provinces 
of  East  and  West  Florida.  The  northern  boundary  of  the  former  was  declared  to  be  a  line  drawn  from  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Chattahoochee  and  Flint  rivers  to  the  source  of  Saint  xMary's  rivei',  and  by  the  course  of  that  river  to  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  The  northern  boundary  of  West  Florida  was  declared  to  be  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  that  part 
of  the  river  Mississippi  which  lies  in  thirty-one  degrees  of  northern  latitude  to  the  rivet  Chattahoochee.  By  the 
Same  proclamation,  all  the  lands  lying  between  the  rivers  Altamaha  and  St.  Mary's  were  annexed  to  Georgia. 

By  letters  patent  dated  in  January,  fourth  year  of  King  George  the  Third,  James  Wright,  who  is  recited  to  have 
been  appointed  Governor  of  Georgia,  in  the  first  year  of  George  the  Third,  was  again  constituted  Governor  of  that 
province,  of  which  the  southern  boundary  was  described  to  be  "  by  the  most  southern  stream  of  the  river  St.  Mary, 
to  the  head  thereof,  and  thence  westward,  as  far  as  our  territories  extend,  by  the  north  boundary  of  East  and  West 
Florida." 

In  March,  1764,  a  representation  was  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  that,  upon  the 
information'of  the  Governor  of  West  Florida,  the  northern  boundary  of  that  province,  as  lately  established,  had  been 
found  by  actual  surveys  to  exclude  some  considerable  settlements  on  the  Mississippi,  and  the  town  of  Mobile  itself; 
and,  therefore,  it  was  recommended  and  proposed,  that  an  instrument  might  pass  under  the  great  seal  in  like  man- 
ner .IS  was  directed  in  the  case  of  the  extension  of  the  south  boundary  of  Georgia,  declaring  the  province  of  West 
Florida  to  be  bounded  to  the  north  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo,  where  it  unites  with  the 
Mississippi,  due  east  to  the  river  Appalachicola. 

It  appears  that,  by  letters  patent,  dated  21stNovember,  fourth  year  of  King  George  the  Third,  George  Johnstone, 
Esq.  was  appointed  Governor  of  West  Florida,  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  that  part  of  the 
river  Mississippi  which  lies  in  thirty-one  degrees  of  north  latitude,  to  the  river  Appalachicola:  and  that  by  other 
letters  patent,  dated  6th  June,  in  the  same  year  of  the  King,  so  much  of  the  last  mentioned  commission  to  Governor 
Johnstone,  as  related  to  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  said  province  was  revoked,  and  he  was  appointed  Governor  of 
West  Florida,  bounded  to  the  northward  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo,  where  it  unites  with 
Mississippi,  due  east  to  the  river  Appalachicola. 

In  1765,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  confirming,  on  certain  conditions,  the  grants  which 
had  been  made  by  South  Carolina  to  Grey  and  others,  of  certain  lands  lying  south  of  the  Altamaha. 

It  appears  also  that,  by  letters  patent,  dated  in  July,  1767,  John  Elliot  was  appointed  Governor  of  West  Florida, 
comprehended  within  the  limits  and  bounds  which  had  been  established  by  the  commission  granted  to  Governor 
Johnstone  in  June,  1764:  and  that  the  commission  and  instructions,  which  were  issued  to  Peter  Chester,  Esq.  on 
the  2d  of  March,  1770,  constituting  him  Governor  of  West  Florida,  gave  the  same  extent  to  his  authority  as 
had  been  given  to  Governor  Elliot. 

In  1777,  the  Natchez  district,  so  called,  described  to  be  on  the  Mississippi,  and  to  extend  from  Loftis  clifts  up 
the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  being  one  hundred  and  ten  miles,  now  a  part  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  was 
purchased  by  the  British  superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  from  the  Choctaws. 

In  May  1781,  the  province  of  West  Florida  was  conquered  by  Spain.  It  appears  that,  from  June,  1764,  until 
this  conquest,  when  this  province  was  surrendered  by  Governor  Chester,  patents  and  locations  of  lands  within  the 
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Mississippi  territory,  were  granted  and  made  by  the  authority,  and  under  the  protection,  of  the  British  Governor  of 
West  Florida. 

In  November,  1782,  by  the  provisional  articles  of  peace  between  the  Lnited  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  southern  boundary  of  thejUnited  States  is  determined  to  be  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  Mississippi,  due  east,  in 
the  northernmost  part  of  the  thirty -first  degree  of  [north  latitude,  to  the  Chattahoochee;  thence  to  its  junction  with 
the  Flint  river,  and  thence  to  the  head  of  the  Saint  Mary's  river,  and  by  that  river  to  the  ocean;  thereby  adopting 
and  coinciding  with  the  northern  boundary  of  East  and  West  Florida,  as  established  by  the  proclamation  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  1763,  and  his  commission  to  Governor  Wright,  as  before  mentioned. 

In  February,  1783,  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  opening  the  land  office,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  declared  the  southern  boundary  of  that  State  to  be,  a  line  drawn  from  the  Mississippi,  in  the  latitude  of 
thirty-one  degrees,  in  a  due  east  course  to  the  river  Chattahoochee;  and  in  other  respects  according  to  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  as  settled  by  the  provisional  treaty  beforementioned. 

The  definitive  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  as  concluded  on  the  3d  September,  1783, 
confirmed  the  same  southern  boundary  to  the  United  States.  The  treaty  of  peace  concluded  on  the  same  day,  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Spain,  declared  an  entire  cession,  in  full  right,  of  East  and  West  Florida,  to  Spain;  but 
without  defining  the  boundaries  of  those  provinces. 

In  February,  1785,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  established  into  a  county,  by  the  name  of  Bourbon,  a  district  de- 
clared to  be  within  that  State,  and  described  within  the  following  lines,  viz:  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Yazoo,  where  it  empties  itselt  into  the  river  Mississippi;  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  said 
river  Mississippi,  until  it  shall  intersect  the  northeiniost  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude;  south  by  a 
line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the  line  last  mentioned  in  the  latitude  of  thirty -one  degrees'  north 
of  the  equator,  as  far  as  the  lands  reach  which  in  that  district  have  been  at  any  time  relinquished  by  the  Indians: 
then,  along  the  line  of  such  relinquishments  to  the  said  river  Yazoo;  and  thence,  down  the  said  river,  to  the  begin- 
ning. By  the  same  act,  the  said  Legislature,  considering;  it  as  not  then  proper  to  grant  out  the  lands  within  the  said 
district,  declared,  that  whenever  that  measure  should  be  determined  on  by  any  future  Legislature,  there  should  be  a 
right  of  preference  reserved  to  possessors  of  the  said  lands,  who  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  the  sub- 
jects of  any  Power  that  was  friendly  to  the  United  States  during  the  war:  Provided,  such  persons  do  actually  live  on, 
and  cultivate  such  lands,  or  a  part  thereof,  and  shall  apply  and  present  themselves  on  equal  terms  with  other  peti- 
tioners. It  is  also  thereby  enacted,  that  when  it  shall  be  determined  on  to  grant  the  said  lands,  the  price  thereof  shall 
not  exceed  one  quarter  of  a  dollar  per  acre.  By  the  same  act,  certain  persons  therein  named,  and  among  whom  the 
committee  notice  the  names  of  several  of  the  present  petitioners  were  appointed  justices  of  the  peace  there,  and 
provision  was  made  for  qualifying  them  upon  such  appointments;  and  the  same  justices,  and  any  two  of  them,  were 
authorized  to  administer  to  any  inhabitant  in  said  district,  not  proscribed  by  this  or  some  other  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State  of  Georgia;  and  persons  who  should  be  qualified  by  such  oaths,  were 
declared  to  be  entitled  to  vote  for  and  serve  as  members  of  Assembly  or  militia  officers. 

in  March,  1785,  a  petition  in  behalf  of  South  Carolina  was  preferred  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  setting 
forth  the  difference  and  dispute  which  had  arisen  and  then  subsisted  between  that  State  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
concerning  their  respective  boundaries.  By  that  petition,  the  State  of  South  Carolina  claimed,  as  within  their  char- 
ters, all  the  lands  lying  between  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  river  St.  Mary,  the  head  of  Altamaha,  the 
Mississippi  and  Floritra;  and  because  the  State  of  Georgia  contended  for  the  same  tract  of  country  as  a  part  of  that 
State,  it  was  prayed  that  Congress  would  proceed  to  have  such  dispute  determined  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  con- 
federation.   Georgia  was  notified,  appeared  to  her  agents,  and  commissioners  were  appointed. 

In  1787  this  dispute  of  boundaries  between  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  was  amicably  concluded  by  their  respec- 
tive commissioners.  By  that  convention  the  northern  boundary  of  Georgia  was  distinctly  ascertained,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  should  not  thereafter  claim  any  lands  to  the  eastward,  southward,  southeast- 
ward, or  west  of  the  boundary  then  established;  and  South  Carolina  thereby  relinquished  and  ceded  to  Georgia 
"ail  the 'right,  title,  and  claim  which  the  said  State  of  South  Carolina  had  to  the  government,  sovereignty,  and 
jurisdiction  in  and  over  the  same;  and  also  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  soil  from  the  native  Indians,  and  all  other 
the  estate,  property,  and  claim  which  the  State  of  South  Carolina  had  in,  or  to,  the  said  land. 

"  In  February,  1788,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  authorized  the  delegates  of  that  State  in  Congress, 
to  cede  to  the  United  States  all  right,  title,  and  claim,  as  well  of  soil  as  of  jurisdicton,  which  that  State  had  to  that 
territory,  or  tract  of  country  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  comprehended  within  these  boundaries,  viz.  beginning  at 
the  middle  of  the  river  Chattahoochee  or  Appalachicola,  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude; 
and  from  thence,  due  north,  one  hundred  and  forty  British  statute  miles;  thence,  due  west,  to  the  middle  of  the  river 
Mississippi;  thence  down  the  middle  of  that  river  to  where  it  intersects  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude;  and  thence 
along  saicf  degree  to  the  beginning,  upon  certain  conditions  recited  in  said  act,  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.  By  the  same  act  the  State  of  Georgia  repealed  the  act  before  mentioned,  establishing  the  county  of 
Bourbon,  within  that  territory. 

"  A  cession  in  the  terms  of  the  said  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia  was  accordingly  proposed  to  Congress,  and  was  by 
them  rejected  by  their  resolution  of  the  15th  July,  1788,  the  terms  of  such  cession  being  deemed  inadmissible.  Con- 
gress at  the  same  time  declared  "  that  in  case  the  said  State  shall  authorize  her  delegates  in  Congress  to  make  a 
cession  of  all  her  territorial  claims  to  lands  west  of  the  river  Appalachicola,  or  west  of  a  meridian  line  running 
through  or  near  the  point  where  that  river  intersects  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  shall  omit  the  last  proviso 
in  the  said  act,  and  shall  so  far  vary  the  proviso  respecting  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy -one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  forty-five  cents,  expended  in  quieting  and  resisting  the  Indians,  as  that  the 
said  State  shall  have  credit  in  the  specie  requisitions  of  Congress  to  the  amount  of  her  specie  quotas  in  the  past  re- 
quisitions, and  for  the  residue  in  her  account  with  the  United  States  for  moneys  loaned.  Congress  will  accept  the 
cession," 

In  a  representation  made  to  the  court  of  Spain,  on  the  subject  of  boundary,  by  the  commissioners  for  the  United 
States,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1793,  it  is  stated  that  the  southern  boundary  of  Georgia  was  fixed  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  1763,  at  a  time  when  no  other  Power  had  a  claim  to  any  part  of  the  country 
through  which  it  run,  to  begin  in  the  Mississippi,  in  latitude  31°  north,  and  running  eastwardly  to  the  Appalachicola. 
A  like  representation  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  same  negotiation,  in  August,  1795,  and  by  the  treaty  which  was 
concluded  in  that  year  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States  v/as  finally 
agreed  to  be  as  it  is  described  in  the  definitive  treaty  before  mentioned  between  them  and  Great  Britain.  It  appears 
that,  after  the  acquisition  of  West  Florida  by  Spain,  the  Spanish  Governor  of  that  province  granted  patents  and  per- 
mitted locations  of  lands  within  the  Mississippi  Territory,  until,  and  even  subsequent  to,  the  relinquishment  of  it  by 
Spain,  in  his  treaty  with  the  United  States. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  an  act  passed  December  22d,  1789,  in  which  it  is  recited  that  divers 
persons  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  had  made  application  for  the  purchase  of 
certain  tracts  and  parcels  of  land,  lying  and  bordering  on  the  Tennessee,  Tom  or  Donbigbee,  Yazoo,  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  had  offered  to  engage  to  settle  the  same;  and  that  a  part  of  such  territory 
had  been  already  settled  on  behalf  of  some  of  the  applicants  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  before  mentioned  for  lay- 
ing out  and  establishing  the  county  of  Bourbon,  granted  and  engaged  to  reserve,  as  a  pre-emption  for  certain  compa- 
nies, which  are  named  in  the  said  act,  distinct  tracts  of  the  said  territory  for  the  term  of  two  years  thereafter  and  to  be 
conveyed  to  them  respectively,  in  case  certain  payments  of  money  as  a  consideration  ot  such  grants  should  be 
made  within  that  term. 

In  1795,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  by  an  act  in  which  the  territorial  and  junsdictional  rights  of  the  said  State, 
according  to  boundaries  coinciding  with  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States  are  again  recited  and  declared. 


1800.]  LAND    CLAIMANTS   IN   THE   MISSISSIPPI   TERRITORY.  IQl 

granted  and  transferred  for  valuable  considerations  to  several  companies  therein  mentioned,  all  their  vacant  terri- 
tory bordering  westerly  on  the  Mississippi  river,  in  distinct  tracts;  and  among  the  others,  a  tract  comprehending  a 
part  of  the  Mississippi  territory.  The  valuable  considerations  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  re- 
quired by  the  said  act  to  be  paid  for  the  said  purchases,  it  is  said,  were  actually  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  patents  were  made  of  the  said  tracts  to  the  respective  purchasers,  by  the  then  Governor  of  Georgia 
pursuant  to  the  same  act. 

A  succeeding  Legislature  of  the  same  State,  by  an  act  of  the  13th  February,  1796,  declared  the  last  mentioned 
act  and  all  sales  and  proceedings  by  virtue  thereof,  to  be  utterly  null  and  void  for  certain  reasons  therein  set  forth. 

The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  procure  any  documents  relative  to  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  or  other 
inhabitants,  for  particular  grants  and  locations  of  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory.  Respecting  these,  the  repre- 
sentations in  the  memorials  are  probably  correct,  some  claimants  will  derive  their  titles,  or  supposed  titles,  under 
tiie  authority  of  the  British  Government:  while  others  claim  under  grants  from  the  Spanish  Governor  of  West 
Florida,  and  others  hold  only  by  settlement  and  improvement.  A  list  of  the  disputes  known  or  apprehended  to  exist, 
exhibited  to  the  committee  by  an  agent  for  the  petitioners  is  herewith  submitted. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  has  appeared  to  the  committee,  that,  besides  the  interfering  claims  between  the 
United  States  and  Georgia,  to  the  soil  and  jurisdiction  of  this  and  the  adjacent  territory  on  the  Mississippi,  other 
interfering  claims  to  parts  of  the  soil  of  the  same  territory,  and  especially  the  claims  in  the  Mississippi  territory  re- 
presented by  the  petitioners,  deserve  the  immediate  attention  of  Congress. 

The  committee  are,  however,  aware  that  Congress  ought  not  to  proceed  toadjust,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  any  claims  of  the  soil  until  the  jurisdiction  of  this  territory  shall  be  established  in  them,  in  full  right,  by  the 
determination  or  adjustment  of  the  commissioners  who  have  been  mutually  appointed  by  the  United  States  and 
Georgia  for  this  purpose.  But  considering  that  an  adjustment  to  this  effect  will  be  probably  accomplished  at  an  early 
period  between  the  United  States  and  Georgia;  that  the  petitioners  and  other  claimants  will  require  time  to  prepare 
tlie  specifications  and  evidence  of  their  respective  claims;  that  the  anticipation  of  a  summary  tribunal,  to  which  the 
claimants  may  resort  for  a  determination  and  adjustment  of  their  numerous  disputes,  will  afford  them  a  desirable 
relief  from  their  present  anxieties  and  uncertainties;  that  actual  settlers,  under  whatever  jurisdiction  they  have  pro- 
ceeded, may  reasonably  expect  to  be  quieted  in  their  improvements,  and  that  the  value  of  what  might  remain  of  this 
territory  to  the  United  States,  its  population  and  improvement  will  be  increased  and  promoted  by  a  speedy  determi- 
nation on  these  subjects;  the  committee  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  resolutions  to  be  adopted  by  the 
House: 

Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  by  law  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  all  claim- 
ants of  land  there,  to  make,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  Kxecutive  Department  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
full  and  distinct  specifications  of  their  respective  claims;  also  to  direct  the  mode  of  taking  and  certifying  the  evi- 
dence which  shall  be  required  to  establish  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  authorized  by  law  to  appoint commissioners,  who 

shall  have  authority  to  inquire  into,  adjust,  and  determine,  according  to  justice  and  equity,  and  by  such  rules  as 
shall  be  prescribed  to  them  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  all  interfering  claims  and  titles  of  land  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory:  Provided,  That  such  commissioner  shall  not  proceed  herein  until  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  ter- 
ritory shall  be  by  a  determination  and  adjustment  of  the  interfering  claims  thereto,  or  by  a  cession  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  vested  in  full  right  in  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  by  law  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  confirm  by  letters  patent, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  the  respective  claimants  who  shall  be  entitled  to  all  such  rights  and 
locations  of  land  in  the  said  territory,  as  shall  be  awarded  and  adjudged  to  them  by  the  said  commissioners,  and 
pursuant  to  such  awards  and  judgments,  which  confirmation  shall  avail  to  the  respective  claimants,  and  shall  be 
effectual  against  all  interfering  claims  which  shall  have  been  determined  by  the  said  commissioners,  upon  the  sub- 
mission of  the  parties  interested,  and  against  all  other  claims  which  shall  not  be  pursued  in  due  course  of  law  within 
years  after  the  awards  and  judgments  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  published  in  the  United  States. 

^n  enumeration  qf  claims,  as  subjoined  to  a  draft  of  a  memorial  transmitted  to  the  committee  by  Mllliam  Dwihar, 
Esq-  late  Deputy  Surveyor  under  the  said  Government,  in  his  own  hand  ivriling. 

Enumeration  of  the  various  species  of  titled  and  claims  of  land  now  existing  in  the  Mississippi  territory. 

1.  Lands  granted  by  the  British  Government,  and  held  in  possession  by  their  first  proprietors,  or  their  assigns, 
to  the  present  time. 

2.  Lands  granted  by  the  British  Government,  by  virtue  of  mandamus  from  the  King,  and  which  have  never  been 
actually  occupied  or  improved  by  their  proprietors  or  agents. 

3.  Lands  granted  by  the  British  letters  patent  from  the  provincial  Governors  of  West  Florida,  containing  cer- 
tain conditions  of  improvement  to  be  made  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  and  forfeitable  for  failure 
of  performances  of  said  improvements;  and  which  said  lands  have  never  been  occupied  or  improved  by  their  propri- 
etors or  their  agents,  who  have  not  even  resided  in  the  country  for  many  years  past. 

4.  The  last  description  of  lands  once  improved  in  a  small  degree  during  the  British  Government,  but  afterwards 
abandoned  for  many  years  to  the  present  time. 

Before  we  come  to  enumerate  Spanish  grants,  it  is  necessary  to  premise  that  the  time  granted  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  for  British  subjects  to  sell,  dispose  of,  convey,  or  settle  their  lands,  was  prolonged,  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  to  an  unusual  length  of  time,  which  was  made  public  by  reiterated  proclamations;  and  it  was 
not  until  after  the  expiration  of  a  period  of  three  years  added  to  the  term  allowed  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  that  the 
Spanish  Government  commenced  granting  of  lands,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  British  subjects,  who  paid  no 
attenticm  to  the  invitation  frequently  renewed  of  the  Spanish  Governors  of  West  Florida. 

5.  Spanish  grants  of  lands  which  have  always  been  vacant,  under  the  British  Government. 

6.  Spanish  grants  laid  up!)n  British  titles  by  mandamus;  the  lands  being  now  established  into  plantations  by  the 
Spanish  grantee,  but  which  were  never  occupied  and  improved  by  the  British  proprietor. 

7.  Spanish  grants  on  lands  formerly  granted  by  letters  patent  from  British  Governors,  but  which  lands  have 
never  been  occupied  by  the  British  patentee  not  residing  in  the  country. 

8.  The  last  description  of  title,  with  this  difference,  that  the  British  patentee,  although  he  never  occupied  or 
improved  the  lands,  was  nevertheless  a  residenter  in  another  part  of  the  colony,  who,  upon  resisting  this  new  grant 
of  his  lands,  by  petition  to  the  Spanish  Government,  has  been  rejected  upon  the  double  principle  of  non-occupancy 
and  failure  of  improvement,  agreeably  to  the  conditions  of  his  British  grant,  as  well  as  disobedience  to  the  reiterated 
Spanish  proclamations  to  the  same  effect. 

AVc— Some  of  those  original  proprietors  have  always  resided  on  the  Spanish  colony,  and  some  of  them  in  this 
territory,  and  are  supposed,  in  many  cases,  to  have  petitioned  for,  and  received  of,  the  Spanish  Government  com- 
pensations by  new  grants  of  lands  for  such  of  these  as  had  been  given  to  others. 

9.  Lands  purchased  at  public  sale,  or  otherwise,  of  the  Spanish  Government;  which  lands  had  been  declared 
forfeited  in  consequence  of  an  insurrection,  or  species  of  rebellion,  in  favor  of  the  British,  during  the  siege  of  Pen- 
sacola,  and  some  time  after  the  Natchez  had  been  surrendered  by  capitulation.  Within  the  above  description,  are 
lands  which  had  been  granted  by  British  mandamus,  as  also  by  patent  from  Governors  of  West  Florida. 

10.  Lands,  for  which  warrants  of  survey  had  been  obtained  of  the  Spanish  Government,  surveyed,  and  planta- 
tions established  long  before  the  Spanish  treaty;  but  by  delay,  through  inattention,  not  patented  until  after  the  rati- 
fication of  said  treaty. 

11.  Lands,  with  the  above  described  titles,  with  this  difference,  that  the  proprietors  have  neglected  to  complete 
their  titles  by  taking  out  patents,  now  holding  the  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  with  plot  and  certificate  of  the  district 
surveyor. 
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12.  Lands  for  which  Spanish  warrants  of  survey  were  obtained  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty;  surveyed 
and  patented  after  the  treaty. 

1 3.  Lands  of  the  last  description,  with  this  difference,  that  they  liave  never  been  patented. 

U.  Warrants  of  survey  and  patent  obtained  since  the  treaty,  but  during  the  exercise  of  the  Spanish  jurisdiction, 
assented  to  by  the  representatives  (then  present)  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  viz.  Commissioners  EUi- 
cott  and  Lieutenant  Pope,  as  appears  by  an  instrument  of  writing,  containing  a  convention  between  the  Spanish 
Governor  and  people,  ratified,  approved,  and  guarantied  by  Messrs.  Ellicott  and  Pope. 

15.  Warrant  of  survey,  with  plot  and  certificate  of  the  district  surveyor,  obtained  since  the  treaty,  but  no  patent. 

16.  Warrant  of  survey  obtained  before  the  treaty,  and  improvement,  land  not  measured. 

17.  Warrant  of  survey  obtained  since  the  treaty,  with  improvement,  including  houses,  crop,  &c.  but  land  not 
measured. 

18.  Warrant  before  the  treaty,  without  improvement  or  measurement  ot  land. 

19.  Warrant  since  the  treaty,  without  improvement  or  measurement. 

20.  Improvement  by  occupancy,  including  houses,  crop,  &c.  by  verbal  permission  of  the  Spanish  Governor,  with 
surveyor's  certificate  of  the  land  being  vacant  at  the  time  of  taking  possession. 

21.  Similar  improvements  to  (hose  last  described,  with  residence,  but  without  any  authority  by  warrant,  written 
or  verbal. 

22.  Lesser  improvements,  by  raising  a  small  crop,  but  without  residence. 

23.  To  the  above  list  may  be  added  the  claims  of  the  New  England  Company  purchasing  from  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

A  true  copy:  CATO  WEST,  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

October  21s<,  1799. 


6th  Congress.]  No.    53,  [1st  Session. 

CLAIMS  ON  THE  LANDS  CEDED  BY  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  APRIL  4,  1800. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Hill  and  others,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

That  the  limits  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which  they  claimed  by  ciiarter,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  constitution,  were  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  east,  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  north,  the  river  Mississippi  on 
the  west,  and  the  state  of  South  Carolina  on  the  south;  within  which  limits  was  comprehended  a  considerable  tract 
of  country  occupied  and  used  by  the  Indians  for  their  residence  and  hunting  grounds.  That,  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1777,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  passed  an  act  foi^  establishing  offices  for  receiv- 
ing entries  for  claims  for  lands  in  the  several  counties  within  the  State,  whereby  they  authorized  the  granting  of  any 
land  lying  in  any  county  within  the  State  which  had  not  been  granted  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  nor  the  lords 
proprietors  of  Carolina,  before  the  4th  day  of  July,  1776,  or  which  had  accrued  or  should  accrue  to  the  State  by 
treaty  or  conquest.  That,  in  the  month  of  May,  1778,  the  General  Assembly  passed  another  act  to  amend  the  above 
mentioned  act,  and  they  did  therein  ascertain  and  declare  the  western  boundary  of  the  said  State,  describing  a  line 
which  comprehended  all  the  lands  claimed  at  that  time  to  have  been  ceded  by  the  Indians,  or  conquered  from  them; 
winch  line  did  not  extend  so  far  westward  as  the  present  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian 
tribes;  and,  by  that  law,  all  past  entries  or  surveys  which  had  been  made  over  and  beyond  the  said  line  were  declared 
void;  the  money  which  had  been  received  for  them  by  the  entry  takers,  including  their  own  fees,  was  ordered  to 
be  refunded,  and  all  future  entries  or  surveys  prohibited. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  1783,  another  law  of  the  said  State  was  passed,  whereby  the  western  boundary  of  the  same 
was  extended  to  the  Mississippi,  including  all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  a  land  office  was  opened 
for  entering  and  surveying  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  certain  debts  contracted  during  the  late  war; 
excepting  trom  such  entry  or  survey  a  certain  tract  bounded  and  described  in  the  said  act,  and  declared  to  be  re- 
served for  the  Indians,  and  certain  other  tracts  reserved  for  special  purposes. 

That,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  an  act  passed  in  June,  1784,  various  entries  and  surveys 
were  made  of  the  lands  in  question.  It  appears,  also,  that,  on  the  said  17th  of  May,  1783,  another  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature was  passed,  whereby,  after  stating  that  "  holding  treaties  and  appointing  agents  to  keep  up  a  continual  friendly 
intercourse  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  might  prevent  future  wars,  and  save  expense  of  blood  and  treasure,"  provi- 
sion was  made  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  and  providing  for  the  expense  of  such  treaty,  and  of  presents  to 
be  given  to  the  Indians,  in  consideration  of  lands  by  them  to  be  ceded  to  the  State;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
sucTi  treaty  was  holden. 

On  the 28th  day  of  November,  1785,  the  United  States  made  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  with  the  Cherokees,  and  esta- 
blished a  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  said  tribe,  excluding  a  large  portion  of  the  lands  which  had  been 
entered  and  surveyed  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts,  at  which  treaty  the  agent  of  North  Carolina  attended  and  protested 
aoainst  it,  as  intrenching  upon  the  rights  of  that  State;  this  treaty  was,  however,  agreed  to  and  ratified  by  the  United 
Spates  and  the  said  tribe-  On  the  21st  of  November,  1789,  North  Carolina  acceded  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and,  on  the  22d  of  December  following,  passed  an  act  ceding  to  the  United  States  all  her  western  territory, 
including  all  the  said  lands;  ia  which  cession  it  is  made  a  condition  that  "  all  entries  made  by,  or  grants  made  to,  all 
and  every  person  or  persons  wi\atsoever,  agreeable  to  law,  and  within  the  limits  thereby  intended  to  be  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  should  have  the  same  force  and  efl'ect  as  if  such  cession  had  not  been  made,  and  that  all  and  every 
right  of  occupancy  and  preemption,  and  every  other  right  reserved  by  any  act  or  acts  to  persons  settled  on  and  oc- 
cupyins;  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  lands  hereby  intended  to  be  ceded  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  to  be  in  full 
force,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  cession  had  not  been  made,  and  as  conditions  upon  which  the  said  lands  are  ceded 
to  the  United  States."    Which  cession  was,  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  April  2d,  1790,  accepted. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  1791,  the  treaty  of  Holston  was  made  with  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  tiidians,  in  which  the  pre- 
sent boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  said  Indian  tribe  was  established,  and  all  the  lands  lying  be- 
yond the  said  line  secured  thereby  to  the  said  tribe,  whereby  a  considerable  portion  of  the  lands  intended  and  sur- 
veyed by  virtue  of  the  said  acts,  and  entered  to  have  been  secured  to  the  proprietors,  by  the  said  deed  of  cession  is 

The  committee,  having,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  House,  examined  and  considered  the  above  facts,  are 
of  opinion  that  provision  should  be  made  by  law,  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  extinguish  by  treaty 
the  title  of  the  Indians  to  the  lands,  the  title  whereto  was  specifically  reserved  and  secured  by  the  above  recited  con- 
dition in  the  deed  of  cession  of  North  Carolina,  or  to  so  much  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  said  State  as  will  be  suffi- 
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cient  to  satisfy  the  claims  so  reserved,  by  removal  of  tlie  locations  made  under  the  authority  of  North  Carolina. 
They,  therefore,  recommend  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of ■  dollars  ougiit  to  be  appropriated  by  law,  to  defray  the  expense  of  such  treaty 

or  treaties  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  deem  it  expedient  to  hold  with  any  nation  or  nations  of  Indians 
southwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  authorizing  and  en-abling  all  persons  who,  under  the  laws  of 
North  Carolina,  and  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  and  provisions  thereof,  have  entered,  surveyed,  located,  or  ob- 
tained grants  of  any  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  said  State  to  the  United  States,  in  such  manner  as  would  have  vested 
a  good  title  under  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina,  if  such  cession  had  not  been  made,  to  enter  upon,  occupy  and 
possess  the  same,  or  to  remove  thereto  their  locations  from  such  lands,  the  titles  whereto  shall  not  be  extinguished, 
whenever  and  as  soon  as  the  Indian  title  or  claim  to  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  said  land  shall  be  extinguished  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  to  possess  and  enjoy  the  same  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  if  the  same  had 
been  derived  from  or  under  the  United  States. 


6thCoNGRESs.1  No.   54.  [1st  Session. 

SETTIiERS  ON  THE  LANDS  CEDED  BY  SOUTH  CAROLINA  ASK  A  RETROCESSION. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  APRIL  7,  1800. 

Mr.  Harper  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  mentorial  of  Matthew  Patterson  and  sundry  other  persons,  residing  on  the 

western  borders  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  of  the  said  memorial, 

and  such  information  relative  thereto  as  it  has  been  in  their  power  to  obtain,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  House  the 

following  report  thereon: 

Between  the  latitude  thirty-five,  which  is  the  southern  boundary  claimed  by  North  Carolina,  and  the  northern- 
most boundary  of  Georgia,  as  settled  by  a  convention  between  that  State  and  South  Carolina,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  there  intervenes  a  tract  of  country  supposed  to  be  about  twelve  miles  wide, 
from  north  to  south,  and  extending  in  length  from  the  top  of  the  main  ridge  of  mountains  which  divides  the  eastern 
from  the  western  waters  to  the  Mississippi.  This  tract,  consequently,  remained  within  the  limits  of  South  Carolina, 
and  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven  it  was  ceded  by  that  State  to  the  United  States,  who 
accepted  the  cession. 

On  the  eastern  extremity  of  this  tract,  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  main  ridge  of  mountains  above  mentioned, 
are  situated  the  people  whose  case  is  now  under  consideration,  and  who  appear  to  amount  in  number  to  about  fifty 
families.  It  does  not  appear  at  what  period  they  tnade  the  settlement,  nor  have  they  any  title  to  the  lands  on  which 
they  have  settled  and  made  improvements.  No  such  title,  indeed,  could  have  been  created,  as  those  lands  remained 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Cnerokees,  till  the  last  cession  made  by  them  to  the  United  States.  It  appears  that 
they  are  included  in  that  cession,  and  have,  thereby,  become  completely  the  property  of  the  United  States. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  lines  which  bound  tlie  tract  of  land  in  question  and  divide  it  from  North  Carolina,  on 
one  side,  and  Georgia  on  the  other,  have  ever  been  established  by  public  authority;  but  they  have  been  so  far  ascer- 
tained, by  private  surveys  of  a  very  authentic  nature,  as  to  leave  little  doubt  that  the  settlement  in  question  is  con- 
tained within  that  tract.  On  this  point,  and  others  relative  to  the  subject  in  general,  the  committee  bee  leave  to  refer 
to  the  subjoined  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  to  one  of  its  members.  The  high  cha- 
racter of  that  gentleman,  and  his  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  subject,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of 
his  representations. 

The  relief  prayed  by  the  memorialists  is  twofold.  First,  to  be  placed  under  some  Government;  and,  secondly, 
to  have  some  confirmation  of  their  right  to  the  lands  on  which  they  have  settled  and  made  improvements. 

As  to  the  first,  they  represent  that  they  prefer  the  Government  of  South  Carolina,  and  lie  much  more  contiguous 
to  the  settled  parts  of  that  than  any  other  State.  This  the  committee  find  to  be  the  case.  They  are  very  remote 
from  the  settlements  of  Tennessee,  equally  so  from  those  of  North  Carolina,  and  so  near  to  South  Carolina  as  to  be 
able  to  attend  one  of  its  courts  without  great  inconvenience.    They  therefore  pray  to  be  annexed  to  that  State. 

As  they  are  at  present  wholly  destitute  of  government,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  their  request  is  rea- 
sonable, and  ought  to  be  complied  with,  since  the  settlement  is  far  too  inconsiderable  and  detached  to  warrant  the 
establishment  of  a  territorial  government.  This  annexation  may  be  eftected  by  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  to 
South  Carolina,  which,  it  is  presumed,  that  State  will  readily  accept.    Such  a  measure  the  committee  recommend. 

As  to  the  second  point,  the  confirmation  of  title,  the  committee  conceive  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  make 
any  direct  confirmation  of  titles  to  land  under  such  circumstances;  and  as  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
in  that  quarter,  are  too  inconsiderable  in  value  and  extent  to  justify  the  adoption  of  a  general  system  for  the  sale  of 
them,  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  these  settlers  would  be  of  little  avail.  To  grant  such  a  right,  might,  moreover,  tend 
to  the  introduction  of  a  principle  which  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  The  best  expedient,  as  the  committee  con- 
ceive, would  be  to  cede  the  right  of  soil,  as  well  as  of  jurisdiction,  to  South  Carolina;  which  State,  should  it  accept  the 
cession,  will,  no  doubt,  take  proper  measures  for  protecting  the  claims  of  these  people,  so  far  as  they  may  be  just 
and  reasonable. 

In  conformity  to  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  oi  the  House  the 
following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  'Th&t,  for  extending  the  benefits  of  civil  government  to  the  settlers  on  and  near  ;he  head  of  French 
Broad  river,  it  is  expedient  to  cede  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina  the  right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  in,  of,  and  to  such 
part  or  parts  of  any  lands  which  may  be  found  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  contiguous  to  the  western  boundary 
of  that  State,  as  will  include  the  lands  at  present  occupied  by  the  said  settlers. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Nott,  Representative  vi 

Congress  from  that  State,  dated 

January  1st,  1800. 
"  There  is  one  other  matter  which  I  would  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to,  which  is  the  land  on  French  Broad 
river,  which  was  purchased  from  the  Cherokees,  at  a  treaty  held  in  1798,  by  George  Walton  and  Colonel  Butler,  at 
Tellico,  and  the  line  run  last  summer  by  Captain  Butler,  as  commissioner  appointed  by  the  President  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  land  is  settled  by  about  forty-five  or  fifty  families:  they  knowing  it  to  be  within  the  Indian  claim,  and 
within  the  ancient  limits  of  this  State,  but  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  this  State  some  years  ago. 
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"  But  before  these  people  settled  on  the  land,  it  was  surveyed,  and  grants  obtained  for  most  parts  of  it  from  the 
State  of  North  Carolina;  and  perhaps  by  men  who  paid  little  regard  whether  it  was  within  the  Indian  claim  or 
the  limits  of  South  Carolina.  Those  people  live,  lam  convinced,  south  of  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  latitude.  When 
I  ran  that  part  of  the  Indian  boundary  under  the  Holston  treaty,  made  by  Blount,  the  South  Carolina  Indian  boun- 
dary was  to  extend  N.  E.  to  the  North  Carolina  boundary.  The  boundary  between  North  and  South  Carolina  had 
not  been  extended,  by  authority,  so  far  as  where  the  northeast  line  from  Toogslo  river  would  intersect.  I  sent  the 
surveyor.  Colonel  Kirkpatrick.  to  the  place  where  the  commissioneis  under  the  British  Government  for  running  the 
boundary  between  the  two  provinces,  now  States,  had  stopped  nearThigon  mountain,  and  run  with  the  compass  due 
west.  Two  experiments  were  made,  at  different  times,  by  difterent  artists,  near  the  intersection  of  the  two  lines 
which  I  had  made,  and  both  made  the  thirty-fifth  degree  near  a  mile  north  of  where  I  made  the  junction  of  the 
Indian  boundary.  All  which  proves  to  me  that  those  people  live  on  the  land  which  this  State  has  ceded  to  the 
United  States." 

To  the.  honorable  the  Speaker  and  other  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, the  memorial  of  the  imdersigners  humbly  showeth: 

That  your  memorialists,  the  uppermost  inhabitants  near  the  head  of  French  Broad  river,  consisting  of  about  fifty 
families,  live  south  of  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and,  consequently,  without  the  chartered  limits  of  North 
Carolina  and  within  the  ancient  limits  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  though  at  present  without  the  bounds  of 
that  State,  since  its  cession  by  act  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  passed  on  the  8th  day  ot  March,  in  the  year  1787,_ 
to  Congress,  ofall  claim  to  the  jurisdiction  and  territory  of  such  part  of  the  said  State  as  lay  west  of  the  main  ridge  of 
mountains  which  divides  the  eastern  from  the  western  waters.  Your  memorialists  further  show  that,  by  a  line  lately 
run  by  commissioners,  under  public  authority,  they  are  placed  within  the  line  of  the  United  States,  so  run,  and 
without  the  Indian  claims;  that  the  settlement  is  bounded  north  by  North  Carolina,  south  by  South  Carolina,  and 
west  by  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians.  Thus  situated,  detached  from,  and  without  the  actual  limits  of  any  of  the 
existing  States  in  the  Union,  they  are  left  unprotected  and  unguarded  by  any  legal  civil  authority.  Your  memo- 
rialists" therefore,  pray  that  their  perilous  and  distressed  situation  may  be  taken  into  your  most  serious  consideration, 
and  that  they  may  have  relief  extended  to  them,  either  by  annexing  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  as  a  part  thereof, 
their  beforementioned  settlement,  for  the  present,  or  to  afford  such  other  redress  as  the  Federal  Legislature,  in  their 
wisdom,  shall  think  proper  to  grant.    And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

MATTHEW  PATTERSON,  anrfo^fteis. 

French  Broad,  %lh  January,  1800. 
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CLAIMANTS   UNDER   JOHN    CLEVES    SYMMES. 

COMMUNICATED   TO  THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  ON   THE    SIXTEENTH  OF   APRIL,    1800. 

Mr.  Bruce,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  petitions  of  persons  residing  in  the  Northwestern 
territory,  between  the  Gft-eat  and  Little  Miami  rivers,  on  the  subject  of  Judge  Symmes's  purchase,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report:  ■ 

That,  on  the  15th  of  October,  1788,  the  late  Board  of  Treasury,  by  virtue  of  resolutions  of  tlie  23d  and  27th  of 
July,  and  23d  of  October,  1787,  contracted  with  John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,  for  a  grant  of  a  tract  of 
land  lying  in  the  Western  country,  and  bounded  westwardly  by  the  Great  Miami;  southwardly  by  the  Ohio;  east- 
wardly  by  a  line  beginning  on  tlie  Ohio,  at  a  post  twenty  miles  distant,  and  above  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami, 
and  extending  from  the  said  spot  in  a  course  parallel  with  the  general  course  of  the  Great  Miami;  and  northwardly 
by  a  line  running  due  east  and  west,  from  the  last  mentioned  line  to  the  Great  Miami,  so  as  to  include  one  million 
(if  acres;  reserving,  however,  five  lots  out  of  each  township  contained  in  the  said  million  of  acres,  and  agreeing  that 
the  United  States  should  cause  the  said  tract  to  be  surveyed,  and  the  bounding  lines  of  the  same  to  be  plainly  mark- 
ed; a  plat  thereof  to  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  and  a  counterpart  of  the  same  to  John  Cleves  Symmes. 
For  which  tract  the  said  J.  C.  Symmes  agreed  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre  (an  allowance  of 
one-third  of  a  dollar  being  made  from  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  acre,  for  bad  lands  and  incidental  charges)  for  such 
quantity  of  land  as  should  be  found  to  be  comprised  in  the  said  tract,  after  deducting  the  lots  to  be  reserved  as 
aforesaid .  The  sum  of  eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  (one-seventh  in  military  rights,  and 
the  residue  in  public  securities  of  the  United  States)  had  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  by  the 
said  Symmes,  before  the  ensealing  of  the  contract,  and  the  remainder  was  to  be  paid  in  the  manner  following,  that 
is  to  say:  the  sum  of  eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  within  one  month  after  the  said  plat 
should  have  been  delivered,  and  the  lines  and  boundaries  of  the  said  tract  ascertained,  as  aforesaid,  and  the  residue 
in  six  equal  payments,  to  be  respectively  made  at  the  expiration  of  six  months,  one  year,  eighteen  months,  two  years, 
two  years  and  an  half,  and  three  years,  after  the  delivery  of  the  said  plat;  the  said  payments  to  be  made  in  gold  or 
silver,  or  securities  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  if  such  payments,  or  any  part  thereof,  were  made  in  se- 
curities, only  the  principal  sums  therein  specified  should  be  applied  to  such  payment,  the  said  Symmes  agreeing  to 
take  indents  for  Ihe  interest  that  might  be  due  thereon,  prior  to  the  completmn  of  the  plat  aforesaid,  and  that  the 
interest  which  might  have  accrued  upon  the  same  after  the  date  of  the  completion  of  the  said  plat  should  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  without  any  allowance  to  the  said  Symmes  for  the  same,  and  should  be  paid  and  allowed 
to  the  United  States:  ^nd  provided,  also.  That  one  equal  seventh  part  of  the  said  payments  might  be  made  in 
rights  for  bounties  of  lands,  bjr  rendering  the  same  acre  for  acre,  instead  of  gold  or  silver,  or  public  securities.  It 
was  further  agreed  that  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes  should,  at  his  expense,  within  seven  years  after  the  delivery 
of  the  said  plat,  subdivide  t\ie  whole  of  the  same  tract  into  townships  and  lots;  that  he  should  have  a  right  to  take 
immediate  possession  of  a  pari  of  the  same  tract  bounded  on  the  river  Ohio,  including  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety -seven  acres,  (still  excepting  the  lots  reserved,  as  aforesaid;)  that  upon  his 
making  the  payment  of  eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety -eight  dollars,  specified  to  be  made  within  one 
month  after  the  delivery  of  the  plat  aforesaid,  he  should  receive  a  conveyance  in  fee  simple  from  the  United  States 
for  two  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres,  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land;  and  that, 
upon  every  remaining  payment  being  made,  he  should  receive  a  similar  conveyance  for  a  further  proportionable  part 
of  the  said  tract. 

By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  12th  of  August,  1790,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  authorized  to 
direct  the  making  any  surveys  that  remained  to  be  made,  so  as  to  comply,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  several  contracts  made  with  the  late  Board  of  Treasury,  for  lands  in  the  Western  territory;  and,  on  the  20th 
of  November,  1790,  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  accordingly  commit  to  Mr.  Israel  Ludlow  the  making, 
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amongst  others,  of  the  suiTey  of  the  tract  contracted  for  with  Mr.  Symmes;  but,  owing  to  a  variety  of  incidents  an<l 
disappointments,  caused  by  the  Indian  war,  and  detailed  in  Mr.  Ludlow's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  the  6th  of  May,  1792,  he  had  not  been  able,  at  that  time,  to  complete  the  survey.  But  it  appeared  that  the 
line,  intended  for  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  survey,  would  cross  several  times  the  Little  Miami,  and  interfere 
with  the  tract  of  land  reserved  by  the  State  of  Virginia;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Symmes  had  taken  possession 
of,  and,  in  a  great  degree,  sold  a  tract  not  included  within  the  boundaries  of  his  contract,  and  extending  from  the 
upper  limit  of  the  same  to  the  Ohio;  up  and  along  the  said  river,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami. 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  I2th  of  April,  1792,  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  authorized,  at 
the  request  of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  or  his  agent,  to  alter  the  contract  above  mentioned  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of 
land  of  one  million  of  acres,  in  such  manner  that  the  said  tract  might  extend  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  and  be  bounded  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the  south;  by  the  Great  Miami  on  the  west; 
by  the  Little  Miami  on  the  east;  and  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  north,  extending  from  the  Great  Miami  to  the 
Little  Miami,  so  as  to  comprehend  the  proposed  quantity  of  one  million  of  acres;  provided,  that  the  northern  limits 
of  the  said  tract  shall  not  interfere  with  the  boundary  line  established  by  the  treaty  at  Fort  Harmer,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Indians,  &c. 

On  the  11th  of  April,  1792,  a  petition  was  presented  to- Congress,  signed  "J.  C.  Symmes,  by  Jonathan  Dayton, 
his  agent,  and  one  of  his  associates,"  stating  that,  from  the  advanced  price  of  certificates,  resulted  the  impossibility 
of  a  strict  fulfilment  of  the  contract;  and  requesting  that  a  title  might  be  made  to  him  for  so  much  of  the  said  land 
as  had  been  already  paid  for,  and  that  he  might  be  indulged  with  terms  as  favorable  as  those  granted  to  the  Ohio 
Company. 

And,  by  another  act  of  Congress,  passed  tlie  5th  of  May,  1792,  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  autho- 
rized to  grant,  in  fee  simple,  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  associates,  1st.  As  much  land  as  the  payments  already 
made  by  them  under  their  contract  aforesaid  would  pay  for,  estimating  the  lands  at  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre. 
2d.  One  other  tract  of  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres,  provided,  that  the  said 
Symmes,  his  agents  or  associates,  should  pay,  within  six  months,  warrants  which  issued  for  army  bounty  rights, 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  July  and  2(1  of 
October,  1787.    And  3d.  A  township  of  six  miles  square,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  an  academy. 

The  care  of  making  the  survey,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  April,  1792,  was,  on  the  25th 
of  November  ensuing,  committed  by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Mr.  Israel  Ludlow,  and  this  last,  by  a 
letter  dated  10th  July,  1793,  informed  the  Secretary  that  he  had  carried  into  etfect,as  far  as  practicable,  his  instruc- 
tions, having  cempleted  the  survey  of  the  tract  contained  between  the  two  Miami  rivers,  extending  as  far  north- 
wardly as  the  head  of  Little  Miami,  and  had  found  that  little  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  acres  were  in- 
cluded therein.  The  plat  of  the  survey  itself,  as  returned  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  bearing  date  the  10th 
of  January,  1794,  is  certified  by  Mr.  Ludlow  to  have  been  made  according  to  the  said  act  of  the  12th  of  April,  1792, 
and  to  contain  five  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  acres  within  the  boundaries  designated 
by  that  law.  It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Ludlow  was  instructed  by  the  Treasury  Department  to  deliver  the  coun- 
terpart of  that  plat  to  Judge  Symmes.  But  Mr.  Ludlow  informed  the  committee  that,  soon  after  the  survey  had 
been  completed,  and  before  the  same  was  returned  in  the  Treasury  Department — that  is  to  say,  prior  to  the  10th  of 
January,  1794 — he  gave  information  to  said  Symmes  of  the  contents  of  that  survey;  and  that  afterwards,  in  the 
same  year,  and  he  believes  before  Mr.  Symmes  came  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  order  to  obtain  his  patent,  and  in 
order  to  assent  to  the  alteration  of  the  boundaries  of  the  tract  he  had  originally  contracted  for,  he  did  give  to  the 
said  John  Cleves  Symmes  a  copy  of  the  plat  of  the  said  survey  for  his  own  private  information. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1793,  Mr.  Symmes,  by  a  letter  to  the  late  Secretary  of  {he  Treasury,  declared  that  he  agreed 
to  alter  the  contract  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  April,  1792,  and,  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1794,  he  formally  requested  the  President  that  the  said  contract  should  be  altered  so  as  include  onli/  the 
tract  mentioned  in  the  act  of  the  12th  of  April,  1792,  butted,  bounded,  and  described,  as  in  the  said  act  was  set  forth; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  he,  for  himself,  his  associates,  and  their  heirs,  remised,  released,  and  quitted  claini  unto  the 
United  States  all  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  and  demand  whatever,  in  and  to  so  much  of  the  lands  contained  and 
included  within  the  bounds  and  limits  described  in  the  first  contract,  as  is  not  contained,  meant,  and  intended  to  be 
contained  and  included,  within  the  bounds  and  limits  designated  by  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th 
of  April,  1792. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1794,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  his  letters  patent,  assented  to  the  altera- 
tion; and,  on  the  same  day,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  May,  1792,  he  also  granted  to  the 
said  Symmes  and  his  associates,  all  that  tract  of  land  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  river  Ohio;  on  tlie  west  by  the 
Great  Miami;  on  the  east  by  the  Little  Miami;  and  on  the  north  by  a  parallel  of  latitude,  to  be  run  from  the  Great 
Miami  to  the  Little  Miami,  so  as  to  comprehend  three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  six  hundied  and  eighty-two 
acres,  reserving  five  lots  out  cf  each  township  contained  in  the  said  tract;  and  further  declaring  that  one  complete 
township  of  six  miles  square,  to  be  located  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  tract  thus  granted,  was  granted,  and  should, 
be  holden  in  trust,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  erecting  an  academy,  and  endowing  the  same;  the  said  parallel  of  latitude 
forming  the  boundary  of  the  tract  thus  granted,  to  be  run  within  five  years,  by  the  said  Symmes,  from  certain  points 
which  shall  have  been  ascertained  by  Israel  Ludlow,  on  the  tvi/o  Miamies,  according  to  the  survey  returned  to  the 
Treasury  Department  on  the  24th  of  March,  1794. 

The  township  conveyed  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  an  academy,  &c.uiust  contain  twenty-three  thousand  and  forty 
acres,  but  has  never  yet  been  located  and  secured  for  the  purposes  intended;  and  part  of  the  township  originally 
designated  for  the  purpose  has  been  sold  by  Mr.  Symmes  to  private  individuals.  The  five  lots  reserved  in  each 
section  were  supposed  to  amount  to  five  thirty-sixth  parts  of  the  whole  grant,  exclusively  of  the  academy  township. 
Deducting  twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres  from  the  three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-two  acres  included  in  the  grant,  there  remain  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty- 
two  acres,  five  thirty-sixth  parts  of  which  (the  supposed  amount  of  reserved  lots)  are  equal  to  forty  thousand  and 
eighty-nine  acres,  leaving  the  amount  of  land  actually  granted  to  Mr.  Symmes  and  his  associates  equal  to  two 
hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres.  For  this  land  they  had  paid  in  public  securi- 
ties seventy  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  thirty-eight  ninetieths  of  a  dollar,  which,  at  two-thirds 
«>f  a  dollar  per  acre,  paid  for  one  hundred  and  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-three  acres.  This  quantity,  deducted 
from  the  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres  granted,  leaves  one  hundred  and  Ibrty- 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  for  which  they  were  to  pay  in  warrants  granted  for  military  bounties,  made 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  original  contract,  acre  for  acre.  They  have  paid,  however,  only  ninety-five  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  military  bounties  for  the  said  one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy,  leaving  forty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  acres  yet  unpaid  for,  unless  they  shall  be  allowed, 
according  to  the  settlement  of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  obtain  one  acre  and  an  half  of  land  lor  every  acre  of 
military  bounties  by  them  paid. 

From  the  time  when  the  boundaries  of  the  tract  originally  contracted  for  were  altered,  as  above  mentioned,  that 
is  to  say,  from  the  30th  of  September,  1794,  to  the  present  day,  no  further  payments  have  been  made  by  Mr. 
Symmes  for  the  lands  not  included  in  his  patent;  and  he  seems  to  have  insisted,  notwithstanding  the  survey  returned 
'by  Mr.  Ludlow  was  executed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  12th  of  April,  1792;  and  although  when  he  did,  as 
above  mentioned,  relinquish  his  claim  to  all  the  lands  not  contained  within  the  limits  designated  by  the  said  act, 
he  knew  the  contents  of  that  official  survey  which  had  been  returned  several  fnonths  before,  that  he  had  never  relin- 
quished his  claim  to  the  original  quantity  of  one  million  of  acres;  and  that  he  was  not  bound  to  make  any  further 
payments  until  a  survey,  containing  that  quantity,  had  been  executed  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  considering,  it  seems,  his  claim  as  forfeited  on  account  of  his  failure  of  payment,  did,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1799,  pass  a  law  giving  a  right  of  pre-emption,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  to  persons  who  had,  before 
the  - —  day  of  April,  1797,  made  contracts  in  writing  with  Mr.  Symmes  for  any  lands  between  the  two  Miamies, 
not  included  withm  his  patent,  provided  they  should  give  notice  of  their  intention  before  the day  of  Septem- 
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ber,  1799.  Very  few  individuals  have  availed  themselves  of  that  provision;  and  the  petitioners,  whose  petitions 
have  been  referred  to  this  committee,  and  who  live  chiefly  within  the  limits  of  Ludlow's  surveys,  have  generally  re- 
presented that  they  were  bona  fide  purchasers;  that  most  of  them  have  paid  Mr.  Synimes  for  the  land,  and  are  on 
that  account  unable  to  purchase  a  second  time  from  the  United  States;  that,  till  very  lately,  they  had  not  heard  any 
doubt  suggested  on  the  validity  of  Mr.  Symnies'  title;  that  the  present  increase  of  the  price  of  land  in  that  part  of 
the  country  is  principally  due  to  themselves,  who  have  settled  and  improved  that  wilderness,  and  persisted  in  their 
settlements  during  a  long  and  dangerous  Indian  war;  and  that  if  the  United  States  shall,  however,  persist  in  con- 
sidering Mr.  Symmes-s  claim  as  forfeited,  the  time  assigned  for  their  notifying  their  right  of  pre-emption  should  be 
extended,  and  the  price  of  the  land  reduced  to  the  original  rate  agreed  on  between  the  United  States  and  Mr. 
Symmes. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  lands  contained  in  Ludlow's  survey,  and  not  included 
in  Mr.  Symmes's  patent,  which,  after  deducting  the  lots  reserved  and  excepted,  amount  to  two  hundred  thousand 
acres,  the  said  Symmes  has  never  relinquished  his  claim  thereto,  and  that  if  he  has  forfeited  it.  it  is  owing  only  to  his 
not  having  made  the  payments  in  due  time.  To  exact  the  forfeiture  would  be  peculiarly  hard  on  the  purchasers  and 
settlers  under  him;  and  it  seems  equitable  that,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  complete  their  titles,  he  should  be  permit- 
ted to  make  payment  within  a  reasonable  time,  paying  interest  from  the  time  when  the  purchase  money  should  have 
been  paid,  (that  is  to  say,  from  one,  six,  twelve,  eighteen,  twenty-four,  thirty,  and  thirty-six  montlis,  respectively, 
on  each  seventh  part  of  the  said  purchase  money,  after  the  10th  of  January,  1794,  the  date  of  the  survey)  and  that, 
upon  such  payment,  a  patent  should  be  granted  to  him  in  trust  for  himself  and  the  purchasers  under  him,  on  condi- 
tion, however,  that  the  purchasers  shall  become  entitled,  in  their  own  right,  to  the  benefit  of  the  same  provision  in 
case  of  failure  on  his  part.  It  will  be  necessary,  at  the  same  time,  to  provide  for  the  securing  of  the  academy 
township,  and  for  the  payment  of  any  balance  which,  on  a  due  investigation  of  the  subject,  may  still  appear  due  for 
the  lands  included  within  his  patent. 

Respecting  the  lands  lying  north  of  Ludlow's  survey,  to  which  Mr.  Symmes  has  relinquished  every  claim  as 
early  as  1794,  nothing  further  can  be  requisite  than  to  extend  the  time,  without  charging  the  terms  allowed  to  pur- 
chasers under  Mr.  Symmes  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799. 

Upon  those  principles  the  committee  have  prepared  a  bill,  whicli  they  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
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REFUGEES  FROM  CANADA  AND  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE   HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   ON   THE   8tH   DAY   OF   MAY,    1800. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  on  the 
7th  day  of  April,  1798,  entitled  ""An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia,"  respectfully  submit  to  Congress  the  following  report: 
That  they  have  examined  all  the  claims  which  were  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  VVar  during  the  time  limited 

by  the  act  above  recited,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  claims  of  forty-nine  individuals  are  duly  substantiated,  and 

that  they  are  entitled  to  the  quantities  of  lands  annexed  to  their  names,  respectively,  ia  the  list  herewitli  transmitted, 

amounting  in  the  whole  to  thirty-three  thousand  five  hundred  acres. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  by 

JAMES  M'HENRY.  Secretary  of  War. 
OLIVER  VS'OLCOTT,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
JOHN  STEELE,  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 
May  8,  1800.  ,  , 

j3  list  of  Canadian  and  Nova  Scotia  refugees  who  have  exhibited  claims  for  bounty  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  the  7th  day  of  Jipril,  Anno  Domini,  1798. 

A  list  of  claimants  who  are  entitled  to  special  rates  of  allowance. 

The  heirs  of  James  Boyd,  two  thousand  acres.  He  lost  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land,  on  which  were  some  valua- 
ble improvements,  on  the  east  side  of  what  is  now  known  to  be  the  river  St.  Croix. 

Martha  Walker,  widow  of  Thomas  Walker,  two  thousand  acres.  His  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings,  appear 
to  have  been  equal  to  any  of  those  of  the  refugees.  He  lost  property  to  the  amount  of  j62,500  sterling,  beside  aban- 
doning a  lucrative  business. 

John  Edgar,  two  thousand  acres.  He  rendered  many  important  services.  His  losses  were  very  great,  and  his 
sufferings  still  greater. 

Seth  Harding,  two  thousand  acres.     The  commissioners  have  heretofore  reported  on  this  case.* 

A  list  of  claimants  who  are  entitled  to  the  first  rate  of  allowance. 

Jonathan  Eddy,  one  thousand  acres.  He  is  particularly  mentioned  in  one  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress.  His 
losses  and  services  were  equal  to  S.  Harding's;  but  Colonel  Eddy  has  already  received  some  compensation  from 
Massachusetts. 

Colonel  James  Livingston,  one  thousand  acres.  His  services  and  losses,  taken  together,  would  entitle  hira  to  two 
thousand  acres;  but  Colonel  Livingston  has  already  received  one  thousand  acres  from  New  York. 

Parker  Clark,  one  thousand  acres. 

John  Allan,  one  thousand  acres. 

The  heirs  of  John  Dodge,  one  thousand  acres. 

A  list  of  claimants  who  are  entitled  to  a  second  rate  of  allowance. 


Thomas  Faulker,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
Edward  Faulker,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
David  Gay,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
Martin  Brooks,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
Lieut.  Col.  Bradford,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
Noah  Miller,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
Joshua  Lamb,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
Atwood  Fales,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
John  Starr,  seven  hundred  ^nd  fifty  acres. 


William  How,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Ebenezer  Gardner,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

The  heirs  of  Simon  Chester,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
acres. 

John  M'Gown,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Jonas  C.  Minot,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

P.  Francis  Cazeau,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He 
received  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  acres  from  the  State  of  New  York. 


1800.]  REFUGEES    FROM   CANADA   AND    NOVA    SCOTIA.  107 

A  list  qf  claimants  who  are  respectively  entitled  to  a  third  rale  of  allowance. 

Jacob  Vander  Heyden,  five  hundred  acres.  He  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  first  rate  of  allowance,  had  he 
not  already  received  five  hundred  acres  iiom  the  State  of  New  York. 

John  Livingston,  five  hundred  acres.  He  would  also  have  been  entitled  to  one  thousand  acres,  had  he  not  already 
received  five  hundred  acres  from  New  York. 

James  Crawford,  five  hundred  acres. 

Isaac  Danks,  five  hundred  acres. 

Major  B.  Von  Heer,  five  hundred  acres. 

Benjamin  Thompson,  five  hundred  acres.  He  received  from  New  York  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two- 
thirds  acres. 

Joseph  Bindon,  five  hundred  acres.     He  received  from  New  York  five  hundred  acres. 

Joseph  Levittre,  five  hundred  acres.  , 

Lieutenant  William  Maxwell,  five  hundred  acres. 

John  D.  Merceir,  five  hundred  acres.    He  received  five  hundred  acres  from  New  York. 

James  Price,  five  hundred  acres.    He  received  five  hundred  acres  from  New  York. 

Seth  Noble,  five  hundred  acres. 

Lewis  F.  Delesdernier,  five  hundred  acres. 

John  Halsted,  five  hundred  acres.  He  received  from  New  York  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  one-third  acres. 

A  list  of  claimants  who  are  entitled  to  the  fourth  rate  of  allowance. 

David  Jenks,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

AmbroseCole,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  •  '  '        • 

James  Cole,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Adam  Johnson,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

James  Duggan,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He  received  five  hundred  acres  from  New  York,  otherwise  he 
would  have  been  entitled  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Daniel  Earl,  Jr.  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He  received  "five  hundred  acres  from  New  York,  or  he  would 
have  been  entitled  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

John  Paskel,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Edward  Chinn,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.    He  received  one  thousand  acres  from  New  York. 

Joseph  Cone,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He  received  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  acres  from 
New  York. 

John  Torrey,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Claimant  entitled  to  the  loiuest  rate  of  allowance. 
Samuel  Fales,  one  hundred  acres.    This  man  is  a  son  of  Atwood  Fales,  who  is  in  the  second  class  of  claimants." 

A  list  of  claimants  whose  proofs  are  incomplete,  and  the  decisions  on  their  claims  suspended. 

Lewis  Rouse.    It  is  not  sufficiently  proved  that  he  fled  to  the  United  States. 

Martha  Bocart,  relict  of  Abraham  Bocart,  and  formerly  relict  of  Daniel  Tucker.  There  is  no  proof  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  losses  and  sufierings  of  Daniel  Tucker. 

James  Gouett.    It  is  not  proved  that  his  services  were  voluntary,  nor  that  he  migrated  to  the  United  States. 

Samuel  Rodgers.  He  requests  that  time  may  be  allowed  him  for  producing  the  requisite  proofs  to  entitle  him  to 
a  bounty. 

Samuel  Rodgers,  heir  to  George  Rodgers,  deceased.    Suspended  for  the  same  reasons  as  in  the  case  next  above. 

The  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Reynolds.     Some  of  the  dates  in  the  depositions  are  written  on  an  erasure. 

A  list  of  claimants  who  are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  entitled  to  bounty  from  the  United  States. 

Nathaniel  Earl.    He  was  liberally  compensated  by  New  York.    He  received  one  thousand  acres  from  that  State. 

Lewis  Gosline.    He  has  also  received  one  thousand  acres  from  New  York,  which  is  an  adequate  compensation. 

Josiah  Throop.    Liberally  compensated  by  New  York,  by  a  grant  for  one  thousand  acres. 

Jonas  Earl,  and  Daniel  Earl.    Each  of  them  hath  received  five  hundred  acres  from  New  York. 

James  Robisheaux.    Liberally  compensated  by  New  York. 

Nathaniel  and  Patrick  Welsh.     No  principle  upon  which  an  allowance  can  be  made. 

Abraham  Livingston.    He  has  been  compensated  by  New  York.    He  received  one  thousand  acres. 

Oliver  Miller.    Not  entitled. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  F.  Hamtramck.  He  has  received  ample  compensation  from  the  State  of  New  York  and 
the  United  States.  , 

William  Torrey.     He  received  from  New  York  one  thousand  acres.     He  is  not  entitled  to  any  more. 

Gideon  and  Mary  Delesdernier.  It  is  not  proved  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  Nova  Scotia,  nor  that  they  came 
hither  with  intent  to  aid  the  United  States.     Iheir  son,  whom  they  followed,  is  included  in  the  third  class. 

The  heirs  of  Jonathan  Delesdernier.    This  case  does  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

Henry  Weibble.    Nothing  can  be  allowed.    His  case  is  not  embraced  by  the  law. 

Philip  Leibert.    He  has  been  already  compensated  by  New  York.    He  received  one  thousand  acres. 

Major  Lorant  Oliver.    He  is  compensated.     New  York  granted  him  one  thousand  acres. 

John  Gauley.    He  received  five  hundred  acres  from  New  York,  which  is  a  sufficient  compensation. 

Peter  Cayeau.    He  also  received  five  hundred  acres  from  New  York,  which  is  suflicient  compensation. 

RECAPITULATION,  viz. 

4  special  cases,  ....--...  8,000  acres. 

5  cases  of  the  first  class,      -  -  -  -  --  -  -  5,000 

15  cases  of  the  second  class,  ..  ,  .  -  ,  -  .  .  11,250 

14  cases  of  the  third  class,  .......  7,000 

10  cases  of  the  fourth  class,  -  --  --  -  -  2,500 

1  case  of  the  fifth  and  lowest  class,  ......  loo 


53,850 
6  cases  suspended.  ' 

18  cases  disallowed. 
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The  foregoing  abstract  contains  the  names  of  all  persons  whose  claims  were  presented  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time  fixed  by  the  act  of  Congress.     The  suspended  cases  will  be  further  examined  and  reported  on  hereafter. 

JAMES  M'HENRY,  Secretary  of  War. 
OlAyEK  yVOl^COTT,   Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
JOHN  STEELE,  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 
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SALE   OF   LANDS  ACQUIRED  13Y  THE   CESSION  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

OOMMTJNI GATED   TO   THE    SENATE,   MAY    9,    1800. 

Mr.  Ander.son,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  authorizing  an  inquiry  into  the  situation 

and  extent  of  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  claimed  by  the  United  States  under  the  cession  of  the  State 

of  North  Carolina,  and  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  the  disposition  thereof,  reported: 

That  the  State  of  North  Carolina  on  the day  of  December,  1789,  being  then  rightfully  possessed  of  the 

jurisdiction,  and  also  of  the  soil,  (c-ccept  in  particular  tracts,  which  she  had  previously  sold)  in  and  over  all  that 
territory  which  now  forms  the  territory  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  did,  by  her  legislative  authority,  pass  an  act  on 

the  said  ■ day  of  December,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  ceding  to  the  United  States  of  America  certain 

western  lands  therein  described,"  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  repeatedly  and  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respec- 
tive States  in  the  Union,  claiming  or  owning  vacant  Western  territory,  to  make  cessions  ofpart  of  the  same  asa  further 
means,  us  well  of  hastening  the  extinguishment  of  the  debts,  as  of  establishing  the  harmony  of  the  United  States: 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Western  territory,  being  also  desirous  that  such  cession  should  be  made,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  more  ample  protection  than  they  have  heretofore  received:  now  this  State,  being  ever  desirous  of  doing 
ample  justice  to  the  public  creditors,  as  well  as  the  establishing  the  harmony  of  the  United  States,  and  complying 
with  the  reasonable  desires  of  her  citizens: 

Be  it,  enacted  by  the  General  /Jssembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  the  Senators  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  one  of  the  Senators  and  any 
two  of  the  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  authorized,  empowered., 
and  required,  to  execute  a  deed  or  deeds,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  State,  conveying  to  the  United  States  of 
America  all  right,  title,  and  claim,  which  this  State  has  to  the  sovereignty  and  territory  of  the  lands  situated  within 
the  chartered  limits  of  this  State,  west  of  a  line  beginning  on  the  extreme  height  of  the  Stone  mountains,  at  the 
place  where  the  Virginia  line  intersects  it;  running  thence  along  the  extreme  height  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the 
place  where  the  Watauga  river  breaks  through  it;  thence  a  direct  course  to  the  top  of  the  Yellow  mountain,  where 
Bright's  road  crosses  the  same;  thence  along  the  ridge  of  said  mountain,  between  the  waters  of  Doe  river,  and  the 
waters  of  Rock  creek,  to  the  place  where  the  road  crosses  the  Iron  mountain:  from  thence  along  the  extreme  height 
of  said  mountain,  to  where  Nolachucky  river  runs  through  the  same;  thence  to  the  top  of  the  Bald  mountain;  thence 
along  the  extreme  height  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  Painted  Rock  on  French  Broad  river;  thence  alon»  the  highest 
ridge  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  the  Great  Iron  or  Smoky  mountain;  thence  along  the  ex- 
freme  height  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  Unicoy  or  Unaka  mountain,  between  the  Indian 
towns  of  Cowee  and  Old  Chota;  thence  along  the  main  ridge  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  southern  boundary  of  this 
State;  upon  the  following  express  conditions,  and  subject  thereto,  that  is  to  say: 

First.  That  neither  the  lands  nor  inhabitants,  westward  of  tlie  said  mountain,  shall  be  estimated  after  the  cession 
made  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  accepted,  in  the  ascertaining  the  proportion  of  this  State  with  the  United  States 
in  the  common  expense  occasioned  by  the  late  war. 

Secondly.  That  the  lands  laid  otf,  or  directed  to  be  laid  oft',  by  any  act  or  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  thereof,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  respectively,  shall  be  and  enure  to  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  officers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  respectively;  and  if  the  bounds  of  the  said  lands  already  prescribed 
for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line  of  this  State  shall  not  contain  a  sufficient  quantity  of  lands  fit  for 
cultivation,  to  make  good  the  several  provisions  intended  by  law;  that  such  officer  or  soldier,  or  his  assignee,  who 
shall  fall  short  of  his  allotment  or  proportion,  after  all  the  lands  fit  for  cultivation  within  the  said  bounds  are  appro- 
priated, be  permitted  to  take  his  quota,  or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  deficient,  in  any  other  part  of  the  said  territorv, 
intended  to  be  ceded  by  virtue  of  this  act,  not  already  appropriated.  And  where  entries  have  been  made  agreeably 
to  law,  and  titles  under  them  not  perfected  by  grant  or  otherwise,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being  shall,  and  he  is  hereb)'  required,  to  perfect,  from  time  to  time,  such  titles,  in  such  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
never  been  passed.  And  that  all  entries  made  by,  or  grants  made  to,  all  and  every  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
agreeably  to  law,  and  within  the  limits  hereby  intended  to  be  ceded  to  the  United  States,  shall  have  the  same  foice 
and  effect  as  if  such  cession  had  not  been  made;  and  that  all  and  every  right  of  occupancy  and  pre-emption,  and 
every  other  right  reserved  by  any  act  or  acts  to  persons  settled  on,  and  occupying  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
lands  hereby  intended  to  be  ceded  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  to  be  in  full  force,  in  the  same  tnanner  as  if  the  cession 
had  not  been  made,  and  as  conditions  upon  which  the  said  lands  are  ceded  to  the  United  States.  And  further,  it 
shall  be  understood,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  have,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  opening  the 
land  office  for  the  redemption  of  specie  and  other  certificates,  and  discharging  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,"  passed 
in  the  year  1783,  made  his  or  their  entry  in  the  office  usually  called  John  Armstrong's  office,  and  located  the  same 
to  any  spot  or  piece  of  ground  on  which  any  other  person  or  persons  shall  have  previously  located  any  entry  or 
entries;  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  person  or  persons  having  made  such  entry  or  entries,  or  their  assignee  or 
assignees,  shall  have  leave  and  be  at  full  liberty  to  remove  the  location  of  such  entry  or  entries,  to  any  lands  on 
which  no  entry  has  been  specially  located,  or  on  any  vacant  lands  included  within  the  limits  of  the  lands  hereby 
intended  to  be  ceded:  provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  the  making 
good  any  entry  or  entries,  or  any  grant  or  grants,  heretofore  declared  void  by  any  act  or  acts  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  State. 

Thirdly.  That  all  the  lands  intended  to  be  ceded,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
not  appropriated  as  before  mentioned,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  North  Carolina  inclusive,  according  to  their  respective  and  usual  proportion  in  the  genera! 
chaise  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  disposed  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever. 

Fourthly.  That  the  territory  so  ceded  shall  be  laid  out  and  ibrmed  into  a  State  or  States,  containing  a  suitable 
extent  of  territory,  the  inhabitants  of  which  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  benefits,  and  advantages  set  forth,  in 
the  ordinance  of  the  late  Congress  for  the  government  of  the  Western  territory  of  the  United  States;  that  is  to  say. 
whenever  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  cause  to  be  officially  transmitted  to  the  Executive  authority  of 
this  State  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  act  to  be  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  accepting  the  cession 
of  territory  made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  under  the  express  conditions liereby  specified,  the  said  Congress  shall,  at  the 
same  time,  assume  the  government  of  the  said  ceded  territory,  which  they  shall  execute  in  a  manner  similar  to  that 
which  they  support  in  the  territory  vi'est  of  the  Ohio;  shall  protect  the  inhabitants  against  enemies;  and  shall  never 
bar  or  deprive  them  of  any  privileges  which  the  people  in  the  territory,  west  of  the  Ohio,  enjoy:  Provided,  always. 
That  no  regulations  made,  or  to  be  made,  by  Congress,  shall  tend  to  emancipate  slaves. 

Fifthly.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  ceded  territory  shall  be  liable  to  pay  such  sums  of  money  as  may,  fiom 
taking  their  census,  be  their  just  proportion  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  the  arrears  of  the  requisitions  of 
Congress  on  this  State. 

Sixthly.  That  all  persons  indebted  to  this  State,  residing  in  the  territory  intended  to  be  ceded  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall  be  held  and  deemed  liable  to  pay  such  debt  or  debts  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  penalty  or 
penalties,  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  passed. 

Seventhly.  That  if  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  do  not  accept  the  cession,  hereby  intended  to  be  made, 
in  due  form,  and  give  official  notice  thereof  to  the  Executive  of  this  State,  within  eighteen  months  from  the  passing 
of  this  act,  then  this  act  shall  be  of  no  force  or  eifect  whatsoever. 
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Eighthly.  That  the  lands  in  force  and  use  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  shall 
be,  ana  continue  in  full  force,  within  the  territory  hereby  ceded,  until  the  same  shall  be  repealed,  or  otherwise 
altered,  bv  the  Legislative  authority  of  the  said  territory. 

Ninthly.  That  the  lands  of  non-resident  proprietors,  within  the  said  ceded  territory,  shall  not  be  taxed  higher 
than  the  lands  of  residents. 

Tenthly,  That  this  act  shall  not  prevent  the  people,  now  residing  south  of  French  Broad,  between  the  rivers 
Tennessee  and  Big  Pigeon,  from  entering  their  pre-emptions  in  that  tract,  should  an  office  be  opened  for  that  pur- 
pose, under  an  act  of  the  present  General  Assembly. 

"j5«rf  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aferesaid.  That  the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  this  State,  in  and 
over  the  territory  aforesaid,  and  all  and  every  the  inhabitants  thereof,  shall  be,  and  remain  the  same,  in  all  respects, 
until  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  accept  the  cession  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  as  if  this  act  had 
never  passed." 

Here  follows  the  deed  of  cession: 

"  Now,  therefore,  know  ye,  That  we,  Samuel  Johnson  and  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Senators  aforesaid,  by  virtue 
of  the  power  and  authority  committed  to  us  by  the  said  act,  and  in  the  name,  and  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said 
State,  do,  by  these  presents,  convey,  assign,  transfer,  and  set  over  unto  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  said  States,  North  Carolina  inclusive,  all  right,  title,  andclaira,  which  the  said  State  hath  to  the  sovereignty 
and  territory  of  the  lands  situated  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  said  State,  as  bounded  and  described  in  the 
above  recited  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes,  and  on  the  conditions  mentioned  in 
the  said  act." 

The  act  of  Congress,  consequent  upon  this  deed,  is  i^i  the  words  following,  viz: 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  said  deed  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  accepted."    Approved,  April  2d,  1790. 

Whence  it  follows,  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  right  of  sale,  as  well  as  of  jurisdiction,  which  pre- 
viously t)plonged  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  in  and  over  the  said  territory,  was,  by  the  deed  aforesaid,  vested 
in  the  United  States,  upon  the  conditions  therein  specified. 

And  this  opinion,  as  to  the  right  of  soil,  is  the  more  fully  impressed  on  the  minds  of  the  committee  upon  at! 
attentive  perusal  of  thethird  condition  stipulated  in  the  aforesaid  act  of  cession,  which  is  in  the  w'ords  tbi- 
lowing.  viz:  '  . 

"  Thirdly.  That  all  the  lands  intended  to  be  ceded,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
not  appropriated,  as  before  mentioned,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  North  Carolina  inclusive,  according  to  their  respective  and  usual  proportion  in  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatever."  ■ 

It  being  very  clear,  from  this  provision  in  the  act  of  cession,  that  it  was  intended  the  light  of  sale  should  pass  to 
the  United  States,  as  a  common  fund,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Union. 

To  question  the  right  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  to  dispose  of  this  sale,  is  to  question  the  title  of  eveiy 
man  in  Tennessee  who  holds  the  soil  by  deed  from  North  Carolina.  Since,  it  is  evident,  that,  if  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  the  soil  to  individuals,  she  had  an  equal  right  to  dispose  of  it  to  the  United  States. 
And  if  she  could  make  her  terms  in  the  first  case,  so  she  could  also  in  the  last.  She  has  done  so  in  both;  and  both 
have  as  good  a  title  to  their  respective  parts,  as  North  Carolina  had  before  she  alienated  to  them. 

The  fourth  condition,  in  the  said  act  of  cession,  provides,  that  the  territory  so  ceded  shall  be  laid  out  and  formed 
into  a  State,  or  States,  containing  a  suitable  extent  of  territory,  the  inhabitants  of  which  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges, 
benefits-,  and  advantages  set  forth  in  the  ordinance  of  the  late  Congress,  foi-  the  government  of  the  Western  territory 
of  the  United  States,  &c. 

Under  this  provision,  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  ceded  territory,  first  formed  into  a  temporary  government,  since 
become  a  separate  State.  And,  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1796,  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  said 
ceded  territory,  so  formed  into  a  State,  was  "  declared  to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever,  by  the  name  and  title  of  the  State  of  Tennessee."  Whereby, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  State  of  Tennessee  acquired  the  jurisdiction  over,  but  not  the  right  of  soil 
within  the  said  territory. 

And  this  is  the  more  satisfactorilyevihced  to  the  committee,  from  the  consideration,  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  held  only  a  limited  and  temporary  jurisdiction  over  the  said  territory,  determinable  on  an  event  fore- 
saen  and  specified;  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  c6uld  not  control;  and  upon  which,  the  inhabitants 
and  territory  were  to  become  an  independent  State  or  States  of  the  Union.  Hence  the  State  of  Tennessee  does  not 
derive  even  her  jurisdiction  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  but  has  it  by  operation  of  the  act  of  cession, 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  after  it  had  been  exercised  for  a  time,  in  virtue  of  the-;same  act,  by' the  United 
States.  .        .  ■ 

There  is,  therefore,  no  ground  for  the  claim  of  Tennessee  to  the  soil,  upon  the  principle  that  a  grant  of  the  juris- 
diction over  territory  possesses  the  right  of  soil  therein;  because,  in  fact,  there  is  no  grant  of  jurisdiction  from  the 
United  States  to  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

But  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  right  of  soil,  are  distinct  rights,  and  may  be  severed.  Thus,  North  Caro- 
lina, while  she  retained  the  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  in  question,  disposed  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  soil  to 
indiyidiials,  and  upon  various  considerations,  such  as  military  service,  paper  money,  specie,  and  other  certificates. 
So,  in  the  aforesaid  act  of  cession.  North  Carolina  authorized  the  disposition  of  the  soil,  on  such  considerations  and 
conditions  as  she  chose  to  stipulate  to  the  United  States.  Many  of  these  considerations  were  pecuniary:  one  of  the 
conditions  was,  that  the  United  States  should  exercise  jurisdiction  in  a  particular  way,  and  determinable  on  certain 
events;  conformably  to  which,  a  deed  was  executed  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  and  accepted  by  the  United 
States.  Hence  the  right  of  soil,  vested  in  the  United  States,  for  tlie  uses  expressed  in  the  deed.  And  it  became 
a- duty  in  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  same  deed,  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  until  it  grew 
into  a  State.  The  United  States  did  exercise  jurisdiction  accordingly,  until  that  event  took  place;  upon  wliich,  that 
duty  ceased,  and  the  jurisdiction  was  of  right  necessarily  in  the  State;  but  the  right  of  soil  remained  in  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  other  rights;  therefore,  it  is  presunried  that  the  United  States  may  proceed  to  dispose  of  such  parts 
of  the  soil  to  which  she  has  a  right,  under  the  deed'of  cession  from  North  Carolina,  as  shall  have  been  freed  from 
the  Indi&n  claim. 

Of  this  description,  it  appears  to  the  committee,  that,  besides  other  inconsiderable  vacancies  lying  between  former 
appropriations,  that  much  the  greater  parts  of  the  counties  of  Blount,  iind  Sevire,  lying  on  the  south  side  of  French 
Broad,  between  the  Tennessee  river  and  Rig  Pigeon,  are  not  yet  legally  appropriated,  although  actually  settled,  by 
people  who  claima  right  of  pre-emption  to  thetracts  they  have  .settled.  The  committee  have  no  information  which 
will  enable  them  to  ascertain  the  precise  situation,  or  extent  of  the  residue  of  the  lands  claimed  by  the  United  States, 
within  the  State  of  Tennessee;  nor  is  it  deemed  important  at  this  time,  since  it  remains  covered  by  the  Indian  claim. 

The  committee,  therefore,  offer  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  United  States,  by  law,  to  open  an  office  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  to  which 
the  United  States  have  the  legal  right,  within  the  State  of  Tennessee,  so  far  as  the  Indian  claim  thereto  has  been 
extinguished;  and  that  the  right  of  pre-emption,  determinable  by  the  priority  of  occupancy,  be  allowed  to  all  the 
heads  of  families,  respectively,  to  any  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  to  include  tlieir 
actual  settlement  at  the  lowest  price  to  be  fixed  on  the  sale  of  the  aforesaid  lands. 

Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  collect  all  the  laws  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  such  other  information  as  he  shall  deem  material,  relative  to  the  rights  of  individuals  to  the  lands  with- 
in the  said  ceded  territory,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  Senate  at  their  next  session. 
15  p 
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Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  be  transmitted  to  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  that  any  representation,  or  claim,  which  may  be  made  to  the  next  session  of  Congress  by  the  State  aforesaid, 
on  the  subject  of  the  said  lands,  will  be  duly  considered. 


6th  Congress.]  .  ,  No.  58.  [1st  Session. 

REFUGEES   FROM   CANADA  AND  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

■  communicated  to  the  HOUSE"  of  representatives,  on  the  9th  of  may,  1800. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  (Secretary  of  War,  Secretary  and  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  made  the  following  report: 

That  seventy-three  persons  have  presented  claims  as  entitled  to  relief  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April, 
1798.  That  eighteen  claims  have  been  disallowed;  six  are  suspended,  for  want  of  sufficient  proofs;  and  forty -nine 
have  been  allowed.  In  four  special  cases,  the  Secretaries  and  Comptroller  recommend  an  allowance  of  two  thou- 
sand acres.  The  forty-five  other  claimants  have  been  arranged  in  five  classes,  allowing  to  those  of  the  first  class, 
five  in  number,  one  thousand  acres  each;  to  those  of  the  second  class,  fifteen  in  number,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  each;  to  those  of  the  third  class,  fourteen  in  number,  five  hundred  acres  each;  to  those  of  the  fourth  class,  ten 
in  number,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  each;  and  to  the  only  claimant  of  the  fifth  class,  one  hundred  acres;  making 
altogether,  and  including  the  special  cases,  thirty-three  thousand  five  hundred  acres.  The  six  suspended  cases,  if 
ailbwed,  would  not  increase  the  quantity  of  land  to  forty  thousand  acres. 

The  committee,  considering  that  the  whole  amount  of  claims  falls  short  of  what  was  generally  expected;  that  all 
the  claimants  are  original  holders;  tiiat  their  losses  or  sufferings  have  been  considerable;  that  the  greater  number 
are  now,  and  have  been  for  many  years,  in  indigent  circumstances;  and  that  not  only  they  have  been  thus  reduced 
on  account  of  their  having  joined  the  American  cause,  but  have  waited  twenty  years  tor  a  compensation,  recommend 
that  there  should  be  allowed  to  those  of  the  fourth  class  half  a  section,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  instead 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  to  others  in  the  same  proportion,  which  will  make  a  difference  of  only  four  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

On  the  particular  cases,  the  committee  propose  only  two  alterations. 

The  first  relates  to  the  case  of  L.  F.  Delesdernier,  a  Nova  Scotia  refugee,  who  is  placed  in  the  third  class,  at  the 
rate  of  five  hundred  acres.  The  claim  for  his  deceased  brother  John,  who  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  that  of  his  father  and  mother,  have  been  disallowed.  The  last  is  disallowed 
because  "it  is  not  proved  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  Nova  Scotia,  nor  that  they  came  hither  with  intent  to  aid 
the  United  States."  Although  it  was  proper  to  have  rejected  the  claim  for  that  proot^  yet,  as  it  appears  that  on . 
account  of  their  leaving  Nova  Scotia  dui'ing  the  war,  and  joining  their  son,  they  lost  their  property,  and  have  ever 
since  been  supported  by  that  son;  (they  being  both  past  seventy,  and  the  father  having  been  deprived  of  his  senses 
for  a  number  of  years)  this  appeared  to  the  committee  a  sufficient  reason  for  raising  the  son,  who  was  a  meritorious 
and  useful  officer  during  the  war,  from  the  third  to  the  second  class. 

The  other  case  is  that  of  the  heirs  of  James  Boyd,  whose  claim  is  considered  by  the  Secretaries  and  Comptroller 
as  one  of  the  specific  cases,  and  to  whom  they  have  allowed  two  thousand  acres.  The  Secretaries  and  Comptroller 
state  that  "James  Boyd  lost  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land,  on  which  were  some  improvements,  ori  the  east  side  of 
what  is  now  known  to  be  the  river  St.  Croix."  One  of  the  heirs,  who  attends  to  the  business,  considering  the  com- 
pensation as  altogether  inadequate,  has  requested  that,  the  claim  should  not  be  included  amongst  those  now  reported 
on,  rather  choosing  that  it  should  be  referred,  with  the  other  suspended  cases,  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  when 
there  will  be  time  to  investigate  its  merits.    The  committee  recommend  a  compliance  with  his  request. 

With  those  alterations,  adopting,  in  every  other  respect,  the  report  of  the  Secretaries  and  Comptroller,  the  third 
section  of  the  bill,  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  refugees,  will  stand  as 
follows: 

That  the  following  persons  be  entitled,  &c.  viz:  Martha  Walker,  widow  of  Thomas  Walker,  John  Edgar,  and 
Seth  Harding,  respectively,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  each;  Jonathan  Eddy,  Colonel  James  Liv- 
ingston, Parker  Clark,  and  John  Allan,  respectively,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  each;  and  the  heirs 
of  John  Dodge,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 

Thomas  taulkner,  Edward  Faulkner,  David  Gay,  Martin  Brooks,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bradford,  Noah  Miller, 
Joshua  Lamb,  Atwood  Fales,  John  Starr,  William  How,  Ebenezer  Gardner,  Lewis  F.  Delesdernier,  John  Mc- 
Gown,  Jonas  C.  Minot,  and  P.  Francis  Cazeau,  respectively,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each;  and  the  heirs  of 
Simon  Chester,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Jacob  Vander  Heyden,  John  Livingston,  James  Crawford,  Isaac  Danks,  Major  B.  Von  Heer,  Benjamin  Thom- 
son, Joseph  Bindon,  Joseph  Levittre,  Lieutenant  William  Maxwell,  Jonathan  De  Merceir,  James  Price,  Seth  Noble, 
and  John  Halsted,  respectively,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each. 

David  Jenks,  Ambrose  Cole,  James  Cole,  Adam  Johnson,  James  Duggan,  Daniel  Earl,  jun.,  John  Paskel,  Ed- 
ward Chins,  Joseph  Cone,  and  John  Torrey,  respectively,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  each. 

Samuel  Fales,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  ' 

Which  several  tracts  of  land  shall,  except  the  last,  be  located  in  half  sections  by  the  respective  claimants. 


6th  Congress.]  No.   59.  [2nd  Session. 

APPLICATION  FOR  THE  RENEWAL  OF  A  LOSf"  VIRGINIA  MILITARY  BOUNTY  LAND 

WARRANT. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  REPRESEjfTATIVES,  FEBRUARY  2^  1801. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Griffin  Taylor,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  petitioner  states  he  purchase<!  from  William  Eskridge,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  continental  line,  a 
military  land  warrant,  for  two  hundred  acres,  granted  to  the  said  Eskridge  for  his  military  services;  'that  some  time 
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aftel-vvards,  he  casually  lost  the  same,  and  has  never  since  known  what  became  of  it.  He  further  states  that,  shortly- 
after  losing  the  said  warrant,  he  entered  a  caveat  in  the  War  Office,  and  at  the  same  time  procured  a  certificate  of 
its  number,  date,  and  quantify.  On  application  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a  renewal  of  the  warrant,  he  was  in- 
formed that  no  relief  could  be  aftbrded  in  his  case  unless  Congress  were  to  pass  a  law  for  thai;  purpose. 

Your  committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  legislating  upon  individual  cases  ought  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible. 
It  would,  in  all  probability,  be  productive  of  invidious  distinctions,  or  create  precedents  that  might  prove  uijurious 
to  the  public  interest;  they,  therefore,  turned  their  attention  solely  to  the  propriety  of  recommending  a  general  law 
on  the  subject,  containing  such  provisions  as  would  guard  the  public  against  fraud  and  imposition;  contemplating 
this  as  the  only  mode  advisable  to  be  adopted,  they  requested  the  Secretary  of  War  to  give  them  such  information 
as  he  might  suppose  would  assist  the  judgments  of  the  committee  in  forming  an  opinion,  and  particularly  to  let  them 
know  what  checks  there  would  be  against  deception  in  his  Department,  in  the  event  of  a  general  law  being  enacted. 
The  answer  of  the  Secretary  satisfied  your  committee  that  no  general  regulations  could,  with  safety,  be  adopted. 
It  appears  that  the  most  important  checks,  which  might  serve  to  render  deception  less  practicable  in  that  event,  were 
destroyed  with  the  other  records  in  the  Department.  WMiile  your  committee  regret  that  any  part  of  this  misfortune 
should  have  fallen  upon  any  of  those,  or  their  representatives,  who  have  so  dearly  earned  the  bounty  in  land  from 
their  country,  by  submitting  to  great  danger,  toil,  and  hardship,  during  the  contest  for  its  independence,  yet  they 
cannot  devise  any  mode  of  relief  consistent  with  the  public  interest.  They,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of 
tlje  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Griffith  Taylor  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


6th  CoN,GREss.]  .    Nq.  60.  [2d  Session. 


PRE-EMPTION   RIGHTS    IN    THE    NORTHWESTERN    TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   ON   THE    25th    OF    FEBEUARY,    1801. 

Mr.  Dennis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  in  the  Northw-estern  ter- 
ritory, made  the  following  report: 

That  the  petitioners  state  that,  with  much  labor  and  difficulty,  they  have  settled  upon,  cultivated,  and  improved 
certain  lands,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  between  the  waters  of  the  Scioto  and  Muskingum  rivers,  and  have 
thereby  not  only  enhanced  the  value  of  the  lands  upon  which  they  have  respectively  settled,  but  of  other  lands  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  same,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  pray  for  a  pre-emption  right  to  those  lands, 
at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  such  credit  as  Congress  may  think  proper  to  extend  to  them,  clear  of  interest. 
.  They  also  state  that,  some  of  the  petitioners  have  settled  upon  and  improved  lands  reserved  by  the  United 
States,  without  knowing  of  such  reservation,  and  pray  for  a  right  of  pre-emption  on  the  terms  before  mentioned. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  as  there  are  many  others  in  the  situation  of  the  petitioners,  if  the  indul- 
gence prayed  for  be  granted,  it  ought  to  be  general:  but,  whatever  may  be  the  hardships  sustained  by  the  petitioners, 
and  however  great  our  disposition  to  relieve  them  therefrrtm,  believing,  as  the  committee  do,  that  granting  the  in- 
dulgence prayed  for  would  operate  as  an  encouragement  to  intlusions  on  the  public  lands,  and  would  be  an  unjus- 
tifiable sacrifice  of  the  public  interest,  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


6th  Congress.]  No.  61.  ■  [ad  Session. 

CLAIAIS    OF    GEORGIA    IN    THE    M  ISSI  SSIPP  T  TE  RRI  TORY. 

COMiMDNICATED  TO  THE  HOtTSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUAJW  28,  1801. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committed  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  and  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  made  the  following  report: 

The  remonstrance  complains  of  two  acts  of  Congress  respecting  the  Mississippi  territory;  one  passed  in  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight;  the  other  in  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred;  and  prays  for  their 
repeal. 

The  tract  of  country,  called  the  Mississippi  territory,  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  river  Mississippi;  on  the 
east,  by  the  river  Appalachicola,  or  Chattahoochee;  on,  the  south,  by  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States; 
and  on  the  north,  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  confluence  of  the  river  Yazoo  with  the  Mississippi,  due  east,  to  the 
beforementioned  river  Chattahoochee. 

For  a  view  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  in  question,  the  committee,  in  the  present  instance, 
deem  it  sufficient  to  refer  to  a  report  of  the  Attorney  General,  made  to  the  Senate  at  the  first  session  of  the  fourth 
Congress,  (1)  and  to  a  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  made  at  the  first  session  of  the  sixth 
Congress.  (S)  The  last  mentioned  report  also  contains  a  summary  statement  of  a  variety  of  individual  claims  to 
lands  within  the  territory. 

The  claim  of  Georgia  is  particularly  Stated  in  the  remonstrance  referred  to  your  committee. 

The  two  acts  of  Congress,  of  which  the  remonstrance  complains,  have  provided  for  an  adjustment  of  those  claims, 
through  the  agency  of  commissioners;  and  also  for  the  establishment  of  a  Government  over  the  Mississippi  territory, 
similar  to  that  established  by  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  for 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio;  saving  and  reserving  to  the  State  of  Georgia  all  her  right  or  claim  to  the 
said  territory. 

Commissioners  have  accordingly  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  also  on  the  part  of  Geor- 
gia, for  negotiating  an  adjustment  of  their  respective  claims.  No  report  has  yet  been  laid  before  Congress  from  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States;  but  the  business  of  their  commission  is  understood  to  be  yet  pending. 

(1)  See  No.  21.  (2  See  No.  52. 
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Considering  this  stale  of  things,  the  commitfefe  deem  it  proper- for  them  to  abstain  from  any  particular  discussion 
of  the  several  claims  to  the  Mississippi  territory,  while  a  hope  is  cherished  that  an  amicable  adjustment  maybe 
ultimately  ettiicted:  nor  do  they  think  it  expedient  to  adopt  any  measure  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  an  object  so 
desirable. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  That  it  would  not  be  proper,  at  this  time,  for  the  House  to  take  any  further  order  on  the  address  and 
remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 


7th   Congress.]  ■    ;  ,  '  No.   62.  [1st  Session. 

PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS  TO  CLAIMANTS  UNDER  JOHN  CLEVES  SYMMES. 

COJIMUNICATED  TO   THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    DECEMBER    14,    1801. 

Mr,  Davis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  M'Cashen  and  others,  reported: 

That  on  the  15th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1789,  the  late  Board  of  Treasury,  under  resolutions  of  Congress 
(if  the  23d  and  37th  of  July,  and  23d  of  October,  1787,  entered  into  a  contract  with  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  cer- 
tain, others,  his  associates,  lor  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Western  country,  now  called  the  Northwestern  territory,  and 
bounded  westwardly  by  the  Great  Miami;  southwardly,  by  the  river  Ohio;  eastvvardly,  by  a  line  beginning  on  the 
Ohio,  at  a  spot  twenty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  GreatMiami,  and  extending  from  the  said  spot  in  a  course  parallel 
with  the  general  course  of  the  Great  Miami;  and  nortlnvardly,  by  a  line  running  due  east  and  west,  so  as  to  include 
one  million  of  acres,  with  certain  reservations  to  the  United  States,  out  of  each  township  contained  in  said  tract  of 
land;  for  which  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes  agreed  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre  (one  third 
of  a  dollar  being  deducted  from  one  dollar  for  bad  land  and  incidental  charges)  for  such  (juantity  as  should  be  found, 
on  a  survey,  to  be  in  said  bounds  as  before  described;  which  contract  was,  at  several  different  periods,  altered  by 
consent  of  Congress,  so  as  to  materially  change  the  boundaries  from  the  first  original  contract;  which  several  alter- 
ations can  be  seen  by  referring  to  a  statement  of  facts  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
the  9th  of  February,  1797,  and  contained  in  the  reports  of  committees  of  the  second  session  of  the  fourth  Congress.* 
The  committee  find  that  one  of  the  petitioners,  to  wit,  John  Haggin,  contracted  with  John  Cleves  Symmes,  on  the 
19th  of  May,  1789,  for  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  the  land,  in  the  aforesaid  bounds,  and  paid 
him  for  the  same  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  and  five-thirteenths,  in 
liquidated  certificates;  and  there  are  good  grounds  to  believe  that  the  other  petitioners  have  paid  money  for  lands  by 
them  purchased  of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  within  the  bounds  of  his  original  purchase,  though  no  written  proof  is 
shown  to  the  committee  by  them.  The  committee  also  find,  that  after  John  Cleves  Symmes  had  sold  to  Haggin  two 
thousand  six  hundied  and  eighteen  acres  of  the  land  contained  in  his  original  purchase,  and  received  payment  for 
the  same,  as  before  stated,  he,  at  his  own  request,  and  request  of  Jonathan  Dayton,  his  associate  and  agent,  so  al- 
tered the  contract  first  made  by  him,  as  to  leave  Haggin,  one  of  the  petitioners,  and  several  others,  out  of  the  patented 
lands  granted  him  by  act  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  May,  1792.  The  committee  find  that,  onthe  3d  day  of  March, 
1801,  a  law  passed,  giving  to  the  description  of  purchasers,  such  as  the  petitioners  represent  themselves  to  be,  a 
right  of  pre-emption  .to  the  lands  purchased  of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  before  the  passing  of  the  said  law,  at  two  dol- 
lars per  acre;  and  commissioners  were  appointed  by  said  law  to  adjust  the  claims  to  purchasers  under  John  Cleves 
Symmes,  or  his  associates,  to  whom  the  purchasers  were  to  make  known  their  respective  claims,  on  or  before  the 
1st  day  of  November  now  last  past,  and  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next  ensuing,  to  make  the  first  payment 
for  said  pre-emptions;  or,  on  failure  thereof,  the  right  of  pre-emption  became  forfeited.  The  commissoners  were,  by 
the  provisions  of  the  last  law  herein  specified,  to  meet  at  Cincinnati,  between  the  first  day  and  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
vember last  past,  tb  adjust  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  certain  description  of  purchasers  under  John  Cleves  Symmes; 
of  which  meeting  three  weeks'  notice  was  to  be  given  in  a  public  newspaper,  printed  at  Cincinnati.  The  committee 
find  the  provisions  in  the  law,  in  this  respect,  have  not  been  rigidly  adhered  to  in  the  two  following  particulars,  to 
wit:  1st,  The  notice  of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  was  given  in  small  handbills;  and  no  proof  is  before  the 
committee  to  show  that  the  notice  was  published  in  the  public  newspaper  at  Cincinnati.  2dly,  The  notice  so  given 
bears  date  the  23d  dav  of  October,  and  gives  notice  of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  to  be  on  the  9th  day  of 
November  following, 'which  aftbrded  to  the  persons  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  only  eighteen  days'  notice, 
including  the  date  o"f  the  notice  and  day  of  meeting,  instead  of  twenty-one  days,  as  the  law  required. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that,  to  demand  of  the  purchasers  under  John  Cleves  Symmes  the  sum  of  two 
dollars  per  acre  for  land  purchased  of  him  prior  to  the  5th  day  of  May,  1792,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Government, 
and  which  had  been  sold  him  by  the  Goveinment  at  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  is  highly  injurious  to  the  pur- 
chasers; as  they  contracted  with  John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  paid  him  for  the  land  before  any  alteration  in  the  con- 
tract took  place.    The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolutions  to  the  House: 

^eso/yerf.  That  so  much  of  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1801,  as  requires  the  purchasers  of  lands  under  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  or  his  associates,  prior  to  the  5th  day  of  May,  1792,  to  pay  two  dollars  per  acre  for  the  benefit  of  the 
right  of  pre  emption,  and  so  much  of  the  said  law  as  requires  (he  first  payment  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January  next,  ought  to  be  repealed;  and  the  purchasers  under  Symmes,  or  his  associates,  who  actually  purchased 
land,  and  paid  money  for  the  same,  prior  to  the  fifth  of  May.  1792,  ought  to  be  entitled  to  the  land  purchased  of 
Symmes,  on  the  same  terms  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes  was  to  have  had  it  from  the  United  States,  by  his  original 
contract.  •  ,        >     m. 

Resolved,  That  thos6  persons  who  purchased  land  of  John  Cleves  Symmes  since  the  5th  of  May,  1792,  ought  to 
have  further  time  allowed  them  to  pay  the  money  than  is  allowed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  March,  1801. 


Information.  • 

Whereas,  pursuant  to  a  law  of  the  United  States,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  per- 
sons who  have  contracted  with  John  Cleves  Symmes,  or  his  associates,  for  lands  lying  between  the  Miami  rivers, 
in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  (which  had  been  published  in  the  Western  Spy, 
on  the  8th  and  15th  of  April  last)  William  Goforth  and  John  Reily,  with  the  Receiver  ot  Public  Moneys,  have  been 
appointed  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  of  persons  entitled  to  pre-emption  rights  by  virtue  of  said  law. 

Therefore,  notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  said  commissioners  will  meet  at  Mr.  Yeatman's,  in  Cincinnati,  on  the 
9th  day  of  November  next,  to  adjust  said  claims,  at  which  time  and  place  all  persons  intending  to  avail  themselves, 
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of  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  act  are  required  to  attend,  with  their  proper  vouchers  and  evidences  necessary  to  sub- 
stantiate their  respective  claims. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Cincinnati,  this  23d  day  of  October,  1801. 

JAMES  FINDLAY, 
WILLIAM  GOFORTH, 
JOHN  REILY. 

*♦*  Agreeably  to  the  above  recited  act,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  for  all  persons  intending  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  benefit  of  the  same,  to  file  their  evidence  of  claim,  or  statement  thereof,' with  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys 
at  Cincinnati,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next. 


[The  following-  documents  were  subsequently  appended  to  the  foregoing'  report,  by  order  of  the  committee.] 

Treasury  Department,  Februani  1st.  1802 
Sik: 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  theReceiver  of  thcLaiid  Office  at  Cincinnati,  enclosing  a  report  of  the 
lands  applied  for,  under  the  act  of  the  last  session,  a  pre-emption  right  to  certain  purchasers  under  J.  C.  Symmes. 

You  will  thereby  perceive  that  a  very  full  compliance  witii  the  terms  of  tlie  law  has  taken  place.  Not  less  thaii 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  acres  were  applied  for^  and  the  one  fourth  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money  was  paid  on  one  hundred  and  tv/o  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-three  and  a  half  acres  thereof.  For 
the  residue,  amounting  to  twenty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-six  and  a  half  acres,  to  applicants,  not  hav- 
ing paid  the  fourth  part  required  by  law,  before  the  first  of  January,  have  lost  their  right  of  pre-emption. 

it  appears  to  me  that  the  purchasers,  or  claimants  under  J.  C.  Symmes  and  associates,  who  have  not  yet  applied, 
or  who,  having  applied,  have  lost  their  pre-emption,  may.  without  any  inconvenience  to4he  public,  be  permitted  to 
apply  to  the  Receiver  at  Cincinnati,  for  a  term  not  exceeding,  say  three  months,  after  the  day  of  notification,  paying, 
however,  interest  on  the  first  payment  from  the  first  of  January,  to  the  date  when  they  shall  pay  the  same,  and  fix- 
ing the  dates  of  subsequent  payments  on  the  same  days  with  those  who  have  heretofore  applied.  And  the  same 
privilege  might  be  extended  to  claimants  for  lands  lying  north  of  Ludlow's  survey.  But  seeing  the  successful  opera- 
tion of  the  act  of  last  session,  I  think  any  essential  alteration  in  the  terms,  or  innovation  in  the  general  principle, 
should  be  carefully  avoided. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Mr.  Davis. 


Copy  of  a  letter  to  th?  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  dated  "  Cincinnati,  January  7tk,  1802,"  and  signed  "  James 

Findlay. " 
Sir: 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  came  duly  to  hand,  and  I  must  offer  the  great  press  of  business,  under  the  act 
giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  persons  who  have  contracted  with  John  Cleves  Symmes,  or  his  associates, 
as  an  apology  for  not  taking  more  early  notice  of  it. 

1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  commissioners  have  succeeded  in  their  business  equal  to  their  most 
sanguine  expectations,  and  forfeitures  have  been  made  in  fewer  instances  than  was  generally  supposed;  some  few 
have  made  payment  in  full.  . 

Enclosed  you  have  a  short  statement  showing  the  circumstances  of  that  tract  of  land,  which  Comes  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  act  above  mentioned,  which  statement  is  made,  on  the  best  information  which  could  be  obtained,  having  no 
document  in  my  possession,  that  will  show  the  quantity  contained  in  the  said  tract  of  land.  That  part  of  the  land 
which  has  not  been  applied  for  probably  appears  more  than  it  really  is,  for  this  reason:  that  there  are  a  great  many 
fractions  on  the  two  Miamies  and  Mad  rivers,  which  have  not  been  surveyed,  and  those  fractions  have  been  estimat- 
ed at  a  much  less  quantity  than  they  will  be  found  to  contain  on  ailmeasurement;  consequently,  this  will  make  the 
quantity  granted  more  than  appears  on  the  report. 

I  cannot  ascertiii II  what  proportion  of  the  land  J.  C.  Symmes,  Esq.  may  have  sold  out  of  the  quantity  that  re- 
mains unapplied  for,  and  the  quantity  he  had  retained  is  uncertain. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  my  report  for  last  month,  and  my  account;  it  will  be  some  time  before  I  can  possibly  send 
you  my  quarterly  return;  the  people  generally  postponed  payment  until  the  last  few  days  of  the  time  they  could 
make  payment,  and  my  being  one  of  the  commissioners,  (who  did  not  finish  their  business  until -the  31st  ultimo)  put 
it  out  of  my  power  to  have  it  prepared. 

Permit  me  to  state  a  case  to  you,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  a  hard  one:  John  Rippy  ijnd  John  Reed  purchased 
a  section  of  land  in  the  abovementioned  tract  several  years  ago,  and  made  payment  in  full;  when  the  law  passed 
giving  them  the  pre-emption  right,  they  applied  for  their  money,  and  it  could  not  be  returned;  one  of  them  went 
into  Virginiafor  cash  to  make  the  payment;  on  his  return,  his' horse  died,  and  he  did  not  reach  this  place  until  the 
morning  on  the  first  instant.  He  offered  the  money  in  payment;  I  told  him  the  time  of  payment  having  expired  the 
evening  before,  it  could  not  be  received;  he  asked  me  to  take  the  money  in  keeping,  and  state  the  case  to  you;  if  you 
could,  with  propriety,  direct  me  to  report  the  money,  it  would  be  doing  them  great  justice.  There  are  five  families 
living  on  the  land,  all  relations;  each  of  them  has  a  good  improvement  on  the  section. 

I  am  respectfully,  sir,  you  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  FINDLAY. 


.5  statement  showing  the  nxeumstances  of  a  tract  of  land  granted  by  a  law  of  Ike  United  States,  entitled  Jin  act 
giving  a  right  of  pYeremplion  to  certain  persons  luho  have  contracted  with  John  Cleves  Symmes,  or  his  associates, 
for  lands  lying  between  the  Miami  rivers,  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

This  tract  of  land  is  estimated  to  contain  within  the  boundary  mentioned  in  the  above  law,  -        -        295,410  acres. 

This  quantity,  being  5-3G  parts  of  the  whole  tract,  has  always  been  considered  by  John  Cleves 
Symmes,  Esq.  as  reserves  for  the  use  of  schools,  religious  purposes,  and  the  future  disposition  of 
Congress,  known  by  numbers  8,  U,  16,  26  and  29;  which  reserves  amount  to  41,025  acres 

This  quantity,  the  one-fourth  part  of  the  purchase  money,  and  the  surveyingexpenses, 
have  been  paid  to  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  the  district  of  Cincinnati, 
agreeably  to  the  said  recited  law,  ---...         102,063  50-100 

This  quantity  has  been  applied  for,  and  the  commissioners  have  granted  the  certifi- 
cates for  the  same,  to  certain  persons,  wiio  have  not  paid  the  one-fourth  part  of  the 
purchase  money  to  the  aforesaid  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,        -  -  -        28,626  50-100 

This  quantity  remains  unapplied  for  by  any  person.  How  much  of  this  last  quantity 
John  Cleves  Symmes,  Esq.  may  have  sold  is  uncertain,  and  the  quantify  retained 
by  him  unknown,  -----...  123,695 

„  295,410 

Receiver's  Office,  Cincinnati,  8th  January  1802 


114 


PUBLIC    LANDS.  [1801. 


7th  Congress.]  No.  63.        .  .  [1st  Session. 

TIME   EXTENDED   FOR   LOCATING   MILITARY    LAND   WARRANTS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE'-OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   DECEMBER  30,    1801. 

Mr  Davis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation 
to  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  giving  further  time  to  the  owners  and  holders  of  military  land  warrants, 
to  register  and  locate  the  same,  made  the  following  report:  ' 

That,  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1796,  Congress,  by  law,  directed  the  Surveyor  General  to  lay  off  by  actual  sur- 
vey a  tract  of  land  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  be  reserved  for  satisfying 
claims  "ranted  for  military  services;  which  said  tract  of  land  was  to  be  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at 
the  norfhwest  corner  of  the  seven  ranges  of  townships,  and  running  thence  fifty  miles,  due  south,  along  the  western 
boundary  of  the  said  ranges;  thence,  due  west,  to  the  main  branch  of  the  Scioto  river;  thence,  up  the  main  branch  of 
the  said  river,  to  the  place  where  the  Indian  boundary  line  crosses  the  same;  thence,  along  the  said  boundary  line,  to 
the  Tuscarora  branch  of  the  Muskingum  river,  at  the  crossing  place  above  Fort  Lawrence;  thence,  up  the  said  river, 
to  the  point  where  a  line,  running  due  west  from  the  place  of  beginning,  will  intersect  the  said  river;  thence,  along 
the  line  to  run  to  the  place  of  beginning:  which  said  tract  of  land  was  directed  to  be  laid  off  into  townships  of 
five  miles  square,  by  running,  marking,  and  numbering,  the  exterior  lines  of  said  townships,  and  marking  corners 
in  the  said  lines  at  the  distance  of  two  and  an  half  miles;  a  plat  of  which  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasurv. 

Your  committee  further  report  that  the  tract  of  land  before  described  was  to  be  granted  to  the  proprietors  or 
holders  of  military  land  warrants,  in  quarter  townships,  to  contain  four  thousand  acres  each.  But  the  committee 
find  the  survey  aforesaid  was  not  executed  with  the  accuracy  the  law  had  intended;  but  Congress  did,  by  an  act, 
passed  the  1st  day  of  March,  1800,  establish  the  said  survey  in  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  executed. 

That  owing  to  the  inaccuracy  in  the  survey  aforesaid,  some  of  the  quarter  townships  contained  more  than  four 
thousand'  acres,  and  some  less;  and  that  provision  was  made  by  law  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
grant  a  certificate,  in  the  nature  of  a  land  warrant,  to  the  person  locating  on  a  quarter  township  that  fell  short  of 
four  thousand  acres,  for  the  deficiency;  but  no  certificate  could  issue  for  a  less  quantity  than  fifty  acres. 

The  committee  find  that  the  number  of  certificates  issued  under  the  act  aforesaid,  for  deficiencies  in  the  quarter 
townships,  are  thirty-six  in  all;  and  that  their  aggregate  amount  is  thirteen  thoiisand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one 
acres.  Of  the  certificates  granted  as  aforesaid,  fifteen  of  them  were  outstanding  on  the  24th  day  of  December 
instant:  their  aggregate  amount  is  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eleven  and  six-tenths  acres.  [See  document  B.  ] 
Your  committee  further  report  that,  after  the  priority  of  location  had  been  determined,  and  the  proprietors  or 
holders  of  military  land  warrants  had  designated  their  respective  tracts,  the  act  aforesaid  directed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  designate,  by  lot,  fifty  quarter  townships,  together  with  the  fractional  part  of  townships  unlocated, 
which  were  reserved  to  individuals  for  their  military  services. 

Your  committee  find  that  the  last  mentioned  tract  of  land  was  to  be  laid  oft'  in  lots  of  a  hundred  acres  each, 
and  no  patent  can  issjie  for  any  of  the  aforesaid  lots,  except  in  the  name  of  the  person  originally  entitled,  or  his 
heirs.  Under  the  third  section  of  the  act  before  alluded  to,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  issued  fourteen  certificates 
for  fifty  acres  each,  for  deficiencies  in  the  one  hundred  acre  lots,  the  aggregate  amount  of  which  is  seven  hundred 
acres,  as  by  document  C.  ,  ,     , 

Your  committee  find  the  "total  amount  of  fractional  sections  open  for  location  on  the  24th  day  of  December 
instant  was  ninety-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  of  which  three  hutidred  and  sixty  acres  are 
on  the  river  Scioto;  seventy -one  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  and  three-tenths  acres  on  the  Indian  boun- 
dary line;  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  on  the  town  of  Salem;  five  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-one  and  two  tenths  acies  on  the  town  of  Schoenbrunn;  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  and  seven-tenths  acres 
on  thg  town  of  Gnadenhutten:  besides  what  remains  unlocated  of  the  fifty  quarter  townships.  [See  document  A.] 
Your  committee  also  find  that,  in  dividing  the  fifty  quarter  townshipsinto  one  hundred  acre  lots,  there  are  sixty- 
five  fractional  lots  of  less  than  a  hundred  acres,  which,  in  the  aggregate,  contain  two,  thousand  and  twenty-four 
and  three-tenths  acres.  ,  ■      , 

Your  committee  find  that  a  less  quantity  than  four  thousand  acres  cannot  be  located  in  the  general  tract  set. 
apart  for  satisfying  military  claims,  which  have  been  passed  from  the  original  holders,  as  before  described;  and  that 
not  less  than  a  hundred  acres  can  be  located  in  the  tract  set  apart  for  original  holders  of  warrants,  under  the  5th, 
and  6th  sections  of  the  act  aforesaid.  That,  in  many  instances,  original  warrants,  issued  for  uneven  num- 
bers, when  compared  with  the  location  number  of  acres,  say  for  one  hundred  and  fifty,  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  military  land;  and  no  law  exists  under  which  the  odd  number  of  acres  can  be  lo- 
cated, except  where  they  ihake  a  component  part  of  a  quarter  township.  Hence,  holders  of  such  warrants,  or  cer- 
tificates in  the  nature  of  warrants,  have  been  unable  to  locate  them. 

The  committee  find  the  number  of  acres  contained  in  the  unregistered  warrants  for  military  services,  as  out- 
standing on  the  28th  day  of  December  instant,  amounted  to  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
five  and  three-fourths.     [See  document  D.] 

Your  committee  also  find  that  tlie  time  allowed  by  law  for  the  holders  or  proprietors  of  warrants  granted  for 
military  services  to  locate  the  same,  expires  on  the  1st  day  of  January  next  ensuing. 
Your  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit:         '  - 

Resolved,  That  further  time  ought  to  be  given  to  the  holders  or  proprietors  of  military  land  warrants,  to  register 
and  locate  the  same.  ,     .  .       ,      ,    ,  , 

That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  authorizing  the  holders  of  warrants,  or  certificates  in  the  nature  of 
warrants,  under  a  hundred  acres,  to  locate  the  same. 

That  all  warrants  or  certificates  located  on  a  less  quantity  than  four  thousand  acres  shall  be  located  on  the  unlo- 
cated parts  of  the  fifty  quarter  townships  and  fractional  quiuter  townships. 

That  warrants,  or  certificates  in  the  nature  of  warrants,  which  have  or  shall  issue  for  a  quantity  less  than  a  hun- 
dred acres  shall  be  located  on  the  fractional  parts  of  lots  that  are  less  than  a  hundred  acres,  and  in  no  other  place. 
That  the  holders  or  proprietors  of  warrants  for  military  services  who  shall  locate  the  same  on  the  quarter  town- 
ships, or  fractional  part  of  quarter  townships,  after  the day  of next,  shall  obtain  patents  in  their  own  name. 
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List  of  certificates  issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  for  the  surplus  deposited  above  the  contents  of  each 
located  section,  and  fractional  section;  showing,  also,  those  since  returned  to  the  Treasury. 


Certificates  issued  to  entitle  to  a 

Certificates  issued  for  surplus  of  Deposit. 

Location. 

Register's  < 
outstanding 

certificates 

' 

1=^ 

the    24th 

u 

Acres 

u 

Acres     By  whom  returned  to  the  |"  ^  | 

December. 

1801. 

1 

z 

8c  lOths. 

In  whose  favor. 

Date.           1 

1 

&  lOths. 

On  whs 
cation  r 

9 

3,819.6 

John  Heckewelder,   - 

^ar.    10,  1800,   1 

180.4 

No. 

No.   1  acres  180.4 

40 

3,936.0 

Caleb  Swan, 

"      10,     "       2 

64.0 

... 

- 

2      ' 

'       64.0 

1 

3,133.8 

Elijah  Backus, 

"    13,   "     :: 

861.2 

Elijah  Backus, 

249 

165 

3,682.2 

Martin  Baum, 

"      10,     "        4 

317.8 

Martin  Baum, 

38 

51 

3,478.8 

Robert  Underwood,  - 

"     10,    "       J 

531.2 

John  Mathews, 

250 

53 

3,874.6 

Jonas  Stansberry, 

"      10,     "       ( 

)      125.4 

Jonas  Stansberry, 

68 

83 

3,809.7 

Nicholas  Oilman, 

"      10,     " 

1      190.3 

Nicholas  Gilman, 

85 

107 

3,894.4 

Jonathan  Burrall, 

"      10,     " 

3      105.6 

John  Mathews, 

250 

90 

3,613.4 

John  Warder, 

"      10,     " 

3      386.6 

- 

- 

9 

"     386.6 

86 

3,543.5 

James  Johnston,  and 

others,*    - 

"      31,     "      1 

9      456.5 

- 

. 

10 

"     456.5 

223 

3,344.9 

Robert  Campbell,      - 

"      10,     "      1 

1       655.1 

'  -         ,       - 

- 

11 

"     655.1 

61 

3,455.8 

John  Rathbone, 

May    24,  1801, 1 

2      544.2 

John  Rathbone, 

59 

130 

3,807.0 

William  Steele, 

1 
Mar.   10,1800, 

3       193.0 

Zaccheus  Briggs  &  Z. 
A.  Beatty'; 

253 

152 

3,460.0 

Joseph  Hardy, 

•*     10,    "     1 

4      540.0 

Joseph  Hardy, 

154 

119 

3,080.0 

Jonathan  Dayton, 

"      10,    "     1 

5      920.0 

Jonathan  Dayton, 

251 

91 

3,196.8 

Sampson  Davis, 

"     10,    "     1 

6      803.2 

- 

„ 

16 

"     803.2 

133 

3,080.0 

William  Steele, 

"      10,    "      1 

7      920.0 

Zaccheus  Briggs  &Z. 
A.  Beatty, 

253 

144 

3,644.2 

Jonathan  Dayton, 

"     10,    "      1 

8      355.8 

Jonathan  Dayton, 

251 

92 

3,081.9 

Ditto, 

"      10,    "      1 

9      918.1 

Ditto,    - 

251 

202 

3,430.2 

Galbreath  and  Elmes, 

"      20,     "      2 

0      569.8 

- 

- 

20 

"     569.8 

135 

3,882.0 

William  Steele, 

"    10,    "    a 

1      117.7i 

-                -               - 

. 

21 

"     117.7i 

32 

2,363.0 

J.  F.  Hamtramck,      - 

"      10,     "      2 

2  1,637.0 

John  Mathews, 

250 

244 

3,934.3 

Wm.   Wells   and  J. 

Armstrong, 

"      10,     "      5 

3        65.7 

Nicholas  Gilman, 

85 

93 

3,137.0 

Jonathan  Dayton, 

"      10,     "      5 

4      863.0 

Jonathan  Dayton, 

251 

4 

4,050.0 

Elijah  Backus, 

"      10,    "     s 

-5        50.0 

Elijah  Backus, 

24£ 

17 

4,050.0 

George  Skinner, 

"      10,     "      ' 

!6        50.0 

- 

- 

26 

"       50.0 

86 

3,543.5 

James   Johnston    and 

others,*    - 

"      31,     " 

27        50.0 

James  Morrison, 

9- 

J 

229 

4,050.0 

Ebenezer  Pierce, 

"      10,     '* 

28        50.0 

.               - 

- 

28 

"       50.0 

239 

4,050.0 

James  Johnston, 

"      10,     " 

29        50.0 

William  Simmons,    - 

3 

■ 

96 

4,050.0 

Alex'r  M'Glaughlin, 

"      10,     " 

31         50.0 

CaimoelMedowell,  • 

1 

i 

250 

3,185.9 

John  Mathews,           j 

April  30,    " 

"      30,     " 

32  200.0 

33  77.9 

- 

1 

32 
33 

"     200.0 
"       77.9 

251 

2,611.8 

Jonathan  Dayton, 

"      30,     " 

34      445.1 

. 

- 

34 

"     445. 1 

128 

4,920.0 

Theodorus  Bailey,!   - 

Feb.    19,  1801, 

35      130.0 

.                -               - 

- 

35 

"     130.0 

61 

3,455.8 

John  Rathbone,:}: 

Sept.  13,    " 

36      325.3 

- 

36 

"     325.3 

13,781.0 

Acres 

,     4,511. 6i 

*  Nos.  10  and  27,  certificates  for  surplus,  were  issued  for  the  same  location. 

\  Land  warrants  deposited  forfive  thousand  and  fifty  acres,  left  a  surplus  of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  for  which  No.  35  issued, 
i  No.  36,  issued  for  the  residue  of  No.  12,  paid  in  to  satisfy  a  deficiency  on  location  No.  59,  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  and 
nine-tenths  acres. 


Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


No.  11. 


Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  March  10,  1800. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  military  services,  and  for  the  society  of  the  United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the 
Heathen,"  passed  on  the  1st  of  March,  1800;  and,  in  consequence  of  directions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
I  hereby  certify,  that  six  hundred  and  fifty-five  and  one-tenth  acres  of  land  remain  unsatisfied  of  a  registry  of  military 
land  warrants,  by  Robert  Campbell,  for  Robert  Campbell,  for  which  a  certificate,  numbered  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  and  dated  25th  February,  1800,  was  issued  at  this  office,  in  consequence  of  a  location  of  the  right  ac- 
quired by  the  certificate,  on  the  second  quarter  of  the  sixth  township,  in  the  eleventh  range,  containing,  by  the  Sur- 
veyor General's  return,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty -four  and  nine-tenths  acres  of  land,  surveyed  for 
satisfying  warrants  granted  for  military  services. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


Explanation  of  one  item. 

Deposit  in  land  warrants. 

Certificate  No.  223;  contents  of  section  located, 


Surplus  No.  11,  as  per  copy  above, 


Acres. 
4,000 
3.344  h, 

655  H 
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Liit  of  Certificates  issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  original  holders  of  warrants  for  surplus 
above  the  amount  of  their  actual  locations;  showing  also,  such  of  them  as  are  since  returned  into  the  tr 


•easury. 


946 

185 

2,092 


447 
2,404 
1,549 
1,009 
2,364 
2,129 

1,879 
1,237 
1,410 
382 
2,207 


I 

Joseph  Hait,      _        -        -        -        - 

John  Bishop,     ..---- 

Thomas  E.  Sumner  and  Jacky  S. ") 
Blount,  late  Sumner,  heirs  ot'S- 
Jethro  Sumner,       -        -        -      J 

Jonathan  Clark,         .        -        -        - 

Levin  Winder,  .        .        .        . 

Lachlin  M'Intosh,     -        -        -        - 

Josiah  Harmar,  -        -        -        - 

Benjamin  Walker,    -        - 

Daniel  Titcomb,  son  of  Benjamin  7 
Titcomb,        .        .        .        .       3 

John  Stark, 

Jacob  Leonard, 

John  M'Ewen, 

Abner  Cole, 

Edward  Tillard,        -        -        -        - 


"•2 


26 
22 
16 
11 
4 

3 

V4 
86 
87 
90 
92 


450 
150 


450 
450 
850 
450 
450 


850 
150 
150 
150 
450 


CERTIFICATES    ISSUED    FOB    SUBPLUS    OF    DEPOSIT. 


January  27, 1801, 
May  10,  1800, 

April  29,  1800, 

Aprii  29,  1800, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

August    3,  1801, 
August  22,  1801, 

Ditto, 
Sept.  17,  1801, 

Ditto, 


700  acres,  amount  of  Register's  certificates  for  surplus  of  deposits,  outstanding. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE, 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  December  24<A,  1801 . 


D. 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  December  28th,  1801. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  inquiry,  that  according  to  a  register  of  numbers  of  land  warrants,  issuable 
to  officers  of  the  late  Revolutionary  army, 
2,900  is  stated  for  the  several  grades,  if  the  average  is  calculated  at  tvi'o  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  the 

amount  to  the  officers  will  be,  -----  -     Acres,        725,000 

11,257  is  stated  for  privates,  at  one  hundred  each,    ------      1,125,700 


Cancelled  in  payment  of  lands  by  the  Ohio  Company,  and  Symmes'  purchase— deduct 


Locations  made  on  warrants  to  25th  November,  1801, 
Paid  in  since,  about,    -  -  -  - 


Estimated  to  be  outstanding,      -  .  .  -  .  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
Honorable  Thomas  T.  Davis. 


1,045,259./^ 
14,740.417 


1,850,700 
238,694.66 

1,612,605.34 

1,060,000 

acres.      552,605.34 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 
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[The  following  documents  were  subsequently  appended  to  the  foregoing  report  by  order  of  the  committee.] 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  '14th  January,  1802. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  statement  of  the  number  of  acres  contained  in  the  fifty  townships  set 
apart  for  satisfying  the  claims  of  the  original  holders  of  land  warrants;  the  amount  located,  and  the  amount  which 
remained  unlocated  on  the  1st  January,  1802.  , .  .         j    k    i  *u  ,^      ^     *         *f         i- 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  "  it  any  locations  have  or  could  be  made  by  law  on  the  general  tract  set  apart  tor  mili- 
tary services,  since  the  priority  of  location  has  been  determined,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  fifth  section  of  the 
act  aforesaid,"  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  fifty  sections,  together  witli  the  fractional  sections  designated,  have 
invariably  been  reserved  for  the  location  of  land  warrants  issued  to  original  holders,  and  when  locations  (in  lots  of 
one  hundred  acres)  have  been  made,  patents  have  been  issued  in  their  names;  but,  that,  with  respect  to  holders  of 
parcels  of  land  warrants,  they  have  been  permitted  to  deposit  land  warrants  or  certificates,  issued  by  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  quarter  township  applied  for  by  them  to  be  located.  Of 
this  description,  nine  locations  have  been  made  upon  whole  quarter  townships,  since  the  determination  of  the  prior- 
ity of  location  by  lot.  This  permission  was  founded  on  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1st  June,  1796,  and  from  the 
constructionoftheactof  1st  March,  1800.  .    ,    ,■     ^       .        . ,       t,  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 
Honorable  Thomas  T.  Davis. 


Schedule  of  the  Fifty  Reserved  Sections  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Military  District. 

Range. 

Townsliip. 

Section. 

Contains  in  the  whole. 

Locations  made. 

Remains  Unlocated. 

I. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

I. 

VIII. 
do. 
X. 

II. 
III. 

V. 
do. 

I. 

VII. 

do. 

VIII. 

IV. 
X. 

III. 
vn. 

IX. 

H. 
VI. 
VII. 
VIH. 

do. 

IV. 
VI. 
VII. 

II. 

do. 
IV. 

I. 

vn. 

IX. 

I. 
III. 

VII. 

No.  3 

2 
4 

1 

3 

4 

1 
3 

1 

1 
2 
4 

3 
3 

3 

1 
3 

1 
2 
3 
2 
3 

2 
1 

2 

1 

3 
3 

3 
3 

4 

2 
4 
1 

^cres. 

4,000 

3,736  4-10 
4,000 
4,000 

.Seres. 

300 

100 

1,000 

.3cres. 

4,000 
3,436  4-10 
3,90t) 
3,000 

Total,      15,736  4-10 

4,000 
4,000 
4,125  3-4 
4,182 

1,400 

14,336  4-10 

IL 

do. 
do. 
do. 

700 

3,300 
4,000 
4,125  3-4 
4,182 

Total,      16,307  3-4 

700 

15,607  3-4 

III. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

4,000 
4,000 
4,048 
4,000 

300 

3,700 
4,000 
4,048 
4,000 

Total,      16,048 

300 

15,748 

IV. 

do. 

4,000 
3,983  7-10 

- 

4,000 
3,983  7-10 

Total,        7,983  7-10 

- 

7,983  7-10 

V. 

do. 
do. 

4,000 
4,000 
4,000 

" 

4,000 
4,000 
4,000 

Total,      12,000 

- 

12,000 

VI. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

4,000 

3,372  6-10 
3,415  1-4 
3,361 
3,468  8-10 

1,000 
800 

4,000 

2,372  6-10 
3,415  1-4 
3,361 
2,668  8-10 

Total,     17,617  6-10 

4,000 
4,000 
4,000 

1,800 

15,817  6-10 

VII. 

do. 
do. 

1,300 
1,300 

4,000 
2,700 
4,000 

Total,      12,000 

10,700 

VIII. 
do. 
do. 

3,956  2-10 
3,976 
3,971  8-10 

Total,      11,904 

600 
1,200 

1,800 

1,100 
700 

3,356  2-10 
2,776 
3,971  8-10 

10,104 

IX. 

do. 
do. 

3,962 
4,000 
4,423  4-10 

2,863 
3,300 
4,423  4-10 

Total,      12,385  4-10 

1,800 

10,585  4-10 

X. 

do- 
do. 

4,000 
4,019 
4,000 

100 
600 

4,000 
3,919 
3,400 

Total,      12,019 

700 

11,319 
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SCHEDULE— Continued. 


Jl            

Range. 

Township. 

Section. 

Contains  in  the  whole. 

Locations  made. 

Remains  Unlocated. 

XI. 

do. 

VI. 
VII. 

VIII. 

I. 
II. 

VII. 

do. 

II. 
III. 
VII. 
do. 
VI. 

VII. 

1 
1 

4 

3 
2 
3 

4 

4 
4 

2 
4 

1 

4 

Mres. 

4,000 
4,000 

Jlcres. 

^cres. 

4,000 
4,000 

Total,        8,000 

- 

8,000 

142,001  810 

9,800 

132,201  8-10 

XIII. 

2,568  8-10 

1,200 

1,368  8-10 

Total,        2,568  8-10 

1,200 

1,368  8-10 

XV. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

4,000 
4,000 
4,000 
4,000 

100 
1,500 

1,600 

3,900 
2,500 
4,000 
2,400 

Total,      16,000 

3,200 

12,800 

XVI. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

4,000 
4,000 
4,000 
4,000 
4,000 

1,400 
1,600 

2,600 
2,400 
4,000 
4,000 
4,000 

Total,      20,000 

3,000 

17,000 

XVII. 

4,000 

- 

4,000 

42,568  6-10 

7,400 

35,168  6-10 

The  whole  amount  of  the  fifty  reserved  sections  is 

Locations  made  on  these  sections. 

Remains  unlocated,         .... 


184,570  6-10  acres. 


17,200 
167,370  6-10 

Total,     184,570  6-10 


Treasury  Department,  Register^  Office,  lilh  January,  1802. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


[1st  Session. 


I 


7th  Congress.  ]  No.  64.  

CONFIRMATION   OF   AN  INDIAN   GRANT. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  11,  1802. 

Mr.  John  G.  Jackson  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Isaac  Zane  was  referred  on  the  7th  instant,  have  taken  the  same  into  con- 
sideration, and  make  thereon  the  following  report: 

That  the  petitioner  states,  that  he  was  made  a  prisoner  by  the  Wyandot'Indians  when  an  infant  of  nine  years  of  age, 
with  which  nation  he  has  ever  since  remained,  having  married  an  Indian  woman,  by  whom  he  has  had  many  children. 
That  his  attachment  to  the  whites  has  subjected  him  to  numberless  inconveniences  and  dangers  during  the  almost 
continual  wars  which  existed  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  until  the  peace  of  Greenville,  in  1795. 
That  previous  to  that  period,  a  tract  of  land,  on  which  he  now  lives,  had  been  assigned  to  him  by  the  Wyandot 
Indians,  and  that  no  idea  was  entertained  when  that  treaty  was  made,  that  the  land  which  had  been  given  him 
would  fall  within  the  boundary  of  the  United  States,  (which  now  appears  to  be  the  case)  and,  of  consequence,  no  pro- 
vision was  made  in  his  favor  by  the  treaty;  all  of  which  the  committee  have  reason  to  believe  is  perfectly  true.  And 
it  further  appears  from  two  certificates,  one  given  by  five  Indian  chiefs,  at  a  place  called  the  Big  Rock,  on  the  16th 
day  of  September,  1800,  that  the  Wyandot  nation  of  Indians  allotted  the  said  Zane  a  tract  of  land,  of  four  miles 
square,  on  Mad  river;  and  that  the  said  Zane  had  a  pre-emption  right,  ever  since  the  year  1758,  to  the  lands  of  the 
Wyandot  nation.  The  second  certificate  is  given  by  Abraham  Chapiine  (a  gentleman  of  character  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky)  who  certifies,  that  he  was  made  a  prisoner  in  the  year  1780,  by  the  Wyandot  Indians;  that  at  that 
time  the  British  Indians  were  marching,  with  formidable  force,  to  attack  the  Kentucky  country;  the  said  Zane 
found  it  out,  and  gave  Mr.  Chapiine  a  gun  and  ammunition,  with  directions  what' course  to  proceed  to  alarm  the 
whites;  and  the  said  Zane  also  purchased  anotiier  prisoner  from  the  Mingoe  Indians,  which  he  gave  one  hundred 
bucks  for,  and  furnished  him  with  a  gun  also,  to  go  with  the  said  Chapiine  to  alarm  the  Kentuckians;  and  that  the 
said  Zane  was  very  friendly  to  the  prisoners  in  general.  And  it  further  appears,  from  a  certificate  which  was  filed 
among  the  reports  of  the  first  session  of  the  sixth  Congress,  given  by  Governor  St.  Clair,  the  agent  for  Indian  affairs 
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in  the  Northwestern  territory,  that  at  a  conference  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Wyandot  nation,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1799,  the  s^id  chiefs  declared  it  to  be  the  wish  of  their  nation  that  a  tract  of  land,  four  miles  square,  at  a  place 
called  the  Big  Bottom,  on  Mad  river,  a  branchof  Great  Miami,  should  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Zane,  this  land 
being  set  apart  to  and  for  him  previous  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville.  Having  taken  these  circumstances  into  consid- 
eration, and  having  been  informed  by  Mr.  Wells,  the  Indian  interpreter,  now  in  this  city,  that  he  was  at  the  said 
treaty  of  Greenville,  and  that  he  understood  the  said  Zane  was  to  have  a  grant  of  land  at  or  near  the  said  Big  Bottom; 
and  the  said  Wells  knew  that  the  said  Zane  lived  on  the  said  tract  of  land  in  the  year  1793,  and  that  the  Wyandot 
Indians  told  him  that  they  had  given  the  said  land  to  the  said  Zane,  and  that  the  said  Zane  then  was  very  friendly 
to  the  prisoners  that  were  taken  by  the  Indians  into  captivity.  Therefore,  the  committee  have  considered  that  the 
petitioner  ought  to  have  confirmed  a  tract  of  land,  equal  in  some  degree  to  the  intentions  of  the  Indians,  and  to  the 
services  rendered  to  the  United  States  by  the  petitioner;  they,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
convey,  in  fee  simple,  to  Isaac  Zane,  six  sections  of  land,  of  one  square  mile  each,  within  the  Northwestern  terri- 
tory, on  any  lands  not  heretofore  appropriated,  and  that  the  Indian  title  thereto  has  been  extinguished. 

We,  the  Wyandot  nation,  having  given  to  Isaac  Zane  a  lot  of  land,  consisting  of  four  miles  square,  on  the  heads 
of  Mad  river,  these  five  years  past,  and  seems  at  present  to  encroach  on  the  American  lands;  in  that  case  we,  the  said 
Wyandot  nation,  allow  the  American  Government  to  take  possession  of  as  much  land  of  theirs,  to  replace  the  said 
land  given  to  the  said  Isaac  Zane,  although,  at  same  time,  the  said  Isaac  Zane  has  had  a  pre-emption  right  since 
the  year  1758. 

Signed  at  the  Big  Rock,  this  sixteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

SAS  TA  RED  ZI,  his-fmark. 
SA  EN  TES  CON,  his-t-mark. 
DES  CHA  RA  MAN,  his+mark. 
SY  ET  TA,  his-1-mark. 
DA  RI  ON,  his-t-mark. 
Signed  in  the  presence  of 

James  Melvin, 
Adam  Brown, 
William  Walker, 
J.  B.  P.  Beaugrand, 
James  M'Reid. 

I  do  certify  that,  in  the  spring,  1780,  I  was  a  prisoner  with  the  Wyandot  Indians,  and  that  the  British  and  Indians 
were  marching  to  attack  the  Kentucky  country  with,  a  formidable  force,  and  Isaac  Zane  furnished  me  with  a  gun 
and  ammunition,  with  instructions  what  course  to  proceed  to  alarm  the  people  in  Kentucky;  and  that  he  was  very 
friendly  to  the  prisoners  in  general,  and  certified  to  me  his  friendship  to  his  native  country  people,  and  believe  that 
he  was,  notwithstanding  his  situation,  a  friend  to  the  whites;  he  also  purchased  another  prisoner  from  the  Mingoes, 
which  he  gave  one  hundred  bucks  for,  and  furnished  him  with  a  gun  also,  to  go  with  me. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  2d  of  November,  1800. 

ABRAHAM  CHAPLINE. 


7th  Congress.]  ]Vo.  65.  '  [1st  Sess'iom. 


PERMIT  TO  ACCEPT  AN  INDIAN  GRANT. 

communicated   to   the   house    of    representatives,    FEBRUARY    5,    180^2. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Ash,  made  the  following  report: 
That  the  petitioner  asks  the  United  States  to  permit  him  to  receive  as  a  present  from  the  Chiefs  of  the  Shaw- 
anese  and  Delaware  Indians,  a  tract  of  land,  four  miles  square,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  river,  which 
tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  the  Indian  tribes  aforesaid.  The  committee  waited  on  the  Chiefs  of  the  Shawanese  and 
Delaware  tribes  of  Indians,  and  conversed  with  them,  by  an  interpreter,  on  the  subject  of  the  gift  of  the  land  afore- 
said'. From  the  information  your  committee  gained,  it  appeared  to  tiiem,  that  the  Indians  were  willing  to  give  the 
petitioner  a  tract  of  land  in  the  following  shape:  to  begin  at  the  Indian  boundary  line,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky river;  thence  with  the  Ohio  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Kentucky:  thence  up  the  same  one  mile;  from 
thence  a  direct  line  at  right  angles  to  the  boundary  line  aforesaid.  Your  committee  do  not  know  what  quantity  of 
land  these  boundaries  will  include,  nor  do  they  approve  of  the  plan  of  giving  to  individuals  the  right  of  receiving 
large  tracts  of  land  from  the  Indians;  it  mav  possibly  be  a  source  of  evil  at  a  future  period,  should  enterprizing  and 
intriguing  men  prevail  on  the  Indians  to  make  those  gifts  to  a  large  extent-  But  your  committee  think  it  would  not 
be  unsafe  to  permit  the  petitioner  to  accept  of  one  mde  square  from  the  Indians,  to  begin  where  the  Indian  boun- 
dary line  touches  the  Ohio  river,  thence  with  the  Ohio  one  mile;  which  line  will  form  the  basis  of  the  mile  square. 
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FRAUDS    BY    LAND    JOBBERS    IN    THE    INDIANA    TERRITORY. 

communicated  to  congress,   FEBRUARY    18,    1802. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  a  message  of  the  2d  instant,*  I  enclosed  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of  certain  lands 
in  the  neighborhood  of  our  military  posts,  on  which  it  might  be  expedient  tor  the  Legislature  to  make  some  pro- 
visions. A  letter  recently  received  from  the  Governor  of  Indiana  presents  some  further  views  of  the  extent  to 
which  such  provision  may  be  needed.    I  therefore  now  transmit  it  for  the  information  of  Congress. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

February  18,  1802. 

•  See  Military  Affairs,  No.  47. 
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ViNOENNEs,  January  I9th,  1802. 

The  circumstances  mentioned  in  this  letter  I  have  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  communicated  to 
the  President.  The  court  established  at  this  place,  under  the  authority  oi  the  State  ol"  Virginia,  in  the  year  1780, 
(as  I  have  before  done  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you)  assumed  to  themselves  the  right  of  granting  lands  to  every 
applicant.  Having  exercised  this  power  for  some  time  without  opposition,  they  began  to  conclude  that  their  right 
over  the  land  was  supreme,  and  that  they  could  with  as  much  propriety  grant  to  themselves  as  to  others.  Accord- 
ingly, an  arrangement  was  made,  by  which  the  whole  country  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  supposed  to  be  extin- 
guished, was  divided  between  the  members  of  the  court;  and  orders  to  that  eifect  entered  on  their  Journal,  each 
member  absenting  himself  from  the  court  on  the  day  that  the  order  was  to  be  made  in  his  favor,  so  that  it  might 
appear  to  be  the  act  of  his  fellows  only.  The  tract  thus  disposed  of  extends  on  the  Wabash  twenty-four  leagues 
from  La  Pointe  Coupee  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  and  forty  leagues  into  the  country  west,  and  thirty  east  trom 
the  Wabash,  excluding  only  the  land  immediately  surrounding  this  town,  which  had  before  been  granted  to  the  amoifnt 
of  tvifenty  or  thirty  thousand  acres. 

The  authors  of  this  ridiculous  transaction  soon  found  that  no  advantage  could  be  derived  from  it,  as  they  could 
find  no  purchasers,  and  I  believe  that  the  idea  of  holding  any  part  of  the  land  was  by  the  greater  part  of  them  aban- 
doned a  few  years  ago;  however,  the  claim  was  discovered,  and  a  part  of  it  purchased  by  some  of  those  speculators 
who  infest  our  country,  and  through  these  people,  a  number  of  others  in  difierent  parts  of  the  United  States  have  be- 
come concerned,  some  of  whom  are  actually  preparing  to  make  settlements  on  the  land  the  ensuing  spring.  Indeed, 
I  should  not  be  surprised  to  see  five  hundred  families  settling  under  these  titles  in  the  course  of  a  year.  The  price 
at  which  the  land  is  sold  enables  any  body  to  become  a  purchaser;  one  thousand  acres  being  frequently  given  for  an 
indifferent  horse  or  a  rifle  gun.  And  as  a  formal  deed  is  made  reciting  the  grant  of  the  court,  (made  as  it  is  pre- 
tended under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Virginia)  many  ignorant  persons  have  been  induced  to  part  with  their 
little  all  to  obtain  this  ideal  property,  and  they  will  no  doubt  endeavor  to  strengthen  their  claim,  as  soon  as  they 
have  discovered  the  deception,  by  an  actual  settlement.  The  extent  of  these  speculations  was  unknown  to  me  until 
lately.  I  am  now  informed  that  a  number  of  persons  are  in  the  habit  of  repairing  to  this  place,  where  they  purchase 
two  or  three  hundred  thousand  acres  of  this  claim,  for  which  they  get  a  deed  properly  authenticated  and  recorded,  and 
then  disperse  themselves  over  the  United  States,  to  cheat  the  ignorant  and  credulous.  In  some  measure,  to  check  this 
practice,  I  have  forbidden  the  recorder  and  prothonotary  of  this  county  from  recording  or  authenticating  any  of 
these  papers;  being  determined  that  the  official  seals  of  the  Territory  shall  not  be  prostituted  to  a  purpose  so  base 
as  that  of  assisting  an  infamous  fraud. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W^ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

To  the  Hon.  James  Madison,  Esq.  Secretary  of  Slate. 
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CLAIMS  ON  THE  LANDS  CEDED  BY  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    MARCH    24,  1803. 

Mr.  Stanley,  from  the  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  petition  of  Meinucan  Hunt  and  others,  addressed 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  sundry  resolutions  of  the  said  Assembly,  respect- 
ing a  claim  of  the  petitioners  for  the  value  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  held  under  grants  from 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  prior  to  the  cession  of  the  said  lands  to  the  United  States,  made  the  following 
report: 

That  the  limits  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  under  their  charter,  and  as  claimed  in  their  bill  of  rights  prefixed 
to  their  constitution,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  constitution,  were  the  Atlantic  ocean  on  the  east,  the 
State  of  Virginia  on  the  north,  the  river  Mississippi  on  the  west,  and  the  State  of  South  Carolina  on  the  southj 
within  which  limits  was  comprehended  a  considerable  tract  of  country  occupied  and  used  by  the  Indians  fortheir 
residence  and  hunting  grounds.  That,  in  tlie  year  1777,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
passed  an  act  for  establishing  offices  for  receiving  entries  for  claims  for  lands  in  the  several  counties  within  the 
State,  whereby  they  authorized  the  entering  and  granting  "  any  lands  lying  in  any  county  of  said  State,  which  had 
not  been  granted  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  lords  proprietors  of  North  Carolina,  or  any  of  them,  in  fee, 
before  the  4th  day  of  July,  1776,  or  which  have  accrued  or  shall  accrue  to  said  State  by  treaty  or  conquest."  That, 
in  May,  1778,  the  General  Assembly  passed  another  act,  to  amend  the  above  mentioned  act,  in  which  they  ascer- 
tain and  declare  the  boundary  eastward  of  the  Indian  hunting  ground,  excluding  all  the  lands  at  that  time  claimed 
to  have  been  ceded  or  conquered  from  the  Indians,  which  line  did  not  extend  so  far  westward  as  the  present  boun- 
dary line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes,  and  by  that  law  "all  entries  and  surveys  of  land  which 
had  been  made  over  and  beyond  the  said  line  are  declared  void;  the  money  received  by  the  entry  takers,  with  their 
own  fees,  was  directed  to  be  refunded;  and  all  future  entries  or  surveys  prohibited. 
That,  during  the  late  war,  the  Cherokee  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  said  State,  were  at  open  war  and  declared 

hostilities  with  the  United  States.     And,  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  year sent  an  army  into  their 

country,  and,  at  great  expense  of  blood  and  treasure,  subdued  them.  That,  after  this  expedition,  to  wit:  on  the  17th 
May,  1783,  another  law  of  said  State  was  passed,  whereby  the  boundary  of  lands  admitted  to  be  entered  was  ex- 
tended westwardly  to  the  Mississippi;  including  all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  a  land  office  \'^as 
opened  for  the  purpose  of  making  entries  and  obtaining  surveys  of  the  same,  "for  the  redemption  of  specie  and 
other  certificates,  and  discharging  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,"  excepting  from  such  entry  or  survey  a  certain 
tract,  bounded  and  described  in  the  said  act,  reserved  for  the  Indians,  and  certain  other  tracts  reserved  for  special 
purposes^ 

That,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  an  act  passed  in  June,  1784,  amending  the  same,  various 
entries  and  surveys  were  made  of  the  lands  in  question.  It  further  appears  that,  on  the  17th  May,  1783,  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  was  passed;  whereby,  after  stating  that  "  holding  treaties  and  appointing  agents  to  keep  up  a  friend- 
ly intercourse  with  tne  Cherokee  Indians  might  prevent  future  wars  and  save  expense  of  blood  and  treasure,"  pro- 
vision was  made  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  and  providing  for  the  exoense  of  such  treaty  with  the  Indians, 
and  of  presents  to  be  given  to  the  Indians,  in  consideration  of  lands  by  them  to  be  ceded  to  the  State;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  such  treaty  was  holden. 

On  the  28th  May,  1785,  the  United  States  made  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  with  the  Cherokees,  and  established  a 
line  between  the  United  States  and  said  tribe,  excluding  a  large  portion  of  the  lands,  which  had  been  entered  and 
surveyed  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  at  which  treaty  the  agent  of  North  Caro- 
lina attended  and  protested  against  it,  as  intrenching  upon  the  rights  of  that  State;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  your 
committee  that  said  treaty  was  ever  ratified  by  the  United  States. 
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On  the  2Ist  November,  1789,  North  Carolina  acceded  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  22d 
December  following,  passed  an  act  ceding  to  the  United  States  all  her  Western  territory,  including  all  the  said 
lands;  in  which  cession  it  is  made  a  condition,  "  that  all  entries  made  by,  or  grants  made  to  all  and  every  person 
or  persons  whatsoever,  agreeably  to  law,  and  within  the  limits  thereby  intended  to  be  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
should  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  sucli  cession  had  not  been  made;  and  that  all  and  every  right  of  occu- 
pancy and  pre-emption,  and  every  other  right  reserved  by  any  act  or  acts,  to  persons  settled  in,  and  occupying 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  lands  hereby  intended  to  be  ceded  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  to  be  in  full  force,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  cession  had  not  been  made,  and  as  conditions  upon  which  the  said  lands  are  ceded  to  the 
United  States;"  which  cession  was  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  April  2d,  1790,  accepted. 

On  the  2d  July,  1791,  the  treaty  of  Holston  was  made  with  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  in  which  the  present 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  said  Indian  tribes  was  established,  and  all  the  lands  lying  beyond 
the  said  line  secured  thereby  to  the  said  tribe;  whereby  a  considerable  portion  of  the  lands,  entered  and  surveyed 
by  virtue  of  the  said  acts,  and  intended  to  have  been  secured  to  the  proprietors  by  the  said  deed  of  cession,  is  ex- 
cluded. 

The  committee  further  report,  that,  at  the  first  session  of  the  sixth  Congress,  the  petition  of  persons  claiming 
under  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  lands  situated  as  those  of  the  present  petitioners,  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
who  reported  the  facts  nearly  as  they  now  appear  to  your  committee,  and  recommended  that  a  sum  should  be  appro- 
priated to  enable  the  President  to  extinguish,  by  treaty,  the  title  of  the  Indians  to  the  lands,  the  titles  whereto  were 
specially  reserved  and  secured  by  the  condition  of  the  deed  of  cession,  herein  before  recited;  which  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  an  act  thereupon  passed,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  appropriate  a  certain  sum  of  money,  to  defray  the  expense 
of  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the  Indians;"'  whereby,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated to  defray  the  expense  of  such  treaty,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
hold  with  the  Indians  south  of  the  river  Ohio. 

That,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  subject  matter  of  said  petition  was  again  referred  to  a  committee,  who 
reported,  that,  having  received  information  that  measures  had  been  takei>  by  the  Executive,  preparatory  to  holding 
a  treaty  under  the  act  before  recited,  they  were  of  opinion  that  adequate  relief  would  be  extended  to  the  petition- 
ers by  the  measures  proposed  by  this  House,  at  the  first  session  of  the  sixth  Congress;  and  that  they  were,  therefore, 
of  opinion,  it  was  unnecessary  to  adopt  any  new  regulations  on  the  subject,  until  the  result  of  those  already  pro- 
posed should  be  known. 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  it  appears  from  the  communication  of  the  Executive  to  the  present  Congress, 
that  measures  have  been  taken  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  herein  before  cited,  and  a  treaty  has  been  holden  with 
the  said  Indians,  which  failed  in  effecting  the  measure  contemplated,  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  said  lands; 
nor  does  there  appear  from  said  communication,  any  ground  to  hope  that  any  lands  can  be  obtained  from  said  In- 
dians by  treaty. 

From  these  circumstances,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  measures  ought  to  be  taken  for  relieving  the  pe- 
titioners; and  recommend  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  authorizing  and  enabling  all  persons  who,  under  the  laws  of 
North  Carolina,  and  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  and  provision  thereof,  have  entered,  surveyed,  located,  or  ob- 
tained grants  of  any  of  the  lands  ceded  by  said  State  to  the  United  States,  in  such  manner  as  would  have  vested 
a  good  title  under  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina,  if  such  cession  had  not  been  made,  to  receive  from  the  United 
States  a  compensation. 

Resolved,  That  commissioners  ought  to  be  appointed  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  which  such  compensation  ought  to  be  made. 
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INSTRUCTIONS   TO  LAND   OFFICERS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   APRIL   6,    1802, 

Treasury  Department,  5th  April,  1802. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  Arthur  Morrison's  petition,  respectfully  reports: 

That  the  petitioner  having  previously  paid,  according  to  law,  to  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at  Steubenville, 
sixty-four  dollars  as  deposite,  and  six  dollars  for  surveying  expenses,  did,  on  the  26th  day  of  October,  1801,  apply- 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  at  the  same  place,  for  the  purchase  of  section  four,  in  township  No.  8,  of  range 
No.  5,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  that,  on  the  4th  day  of  December  following,  being  within  forty  days 
after  the  date  of  his  application,  he  paid  to  the  above  mentioned  Receiver,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dol- 
lars, which,  with  the  preceding  payment  of  sixty-four  dollars,  was  in  full  of  the  first  instalment  of  the  purchase 
money  of  the  said  section;  that  he  did  not  produce  the  receipt  for  such  payment  to  the  Register  aforesaid  within 
three  months  after  the  date  of  his  application;  but  that  he  produced  the  same  on  or  before  the  9th  day  of  February 
last,  that  is  to  say,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  three  months. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  May  the  10th,  1800,  provides  that  every  purchaser  of  public  lands  shall,  at  the 
tin\e  of  purchase,  deposite  one  twentieth  part  of  the  purchase  money,  to  be  forfeited  if,  within  forty  days,  one-fourth 
part  of  the  purchase  money,  including  the  said  twentieth  part,  is  not  paid.  Under  that  section,  the  petitioner  has 
not  incurred  any  forfeiture. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  same  act  provides  that  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  shall,  three  months  after  the 
date  of  each  application,  if  the  party  shall  not  have,  within  that  time,  produced  to  him  a  receipt  of  the  payment  of 
one-fourth  part  of  the  purchase  money,  including  the  twentieth  part  above  mentioned,  enter  under  its  proper  date 
in  the  book  of  entries  that  the  payment  has  not  been  made,  and  that  the  land  has  reverted  to  the  United  States 
The  petitioner  did  not  produce  the  receipt  within  three  months,  and  the  entry,  stating  that  the  land  had  reverted  to 
the  United  States,  has  accordingly  been  made  by  the  Register. 

As  neither  this  nor  the  other  section  of  the  act  contemplates  the  forfeiture  of  any  other  part  of  the  purchase  money 
than  the  deposite  of  one-twentieth  part,  the  Receiver  at  Steubenville  will  be  instructed  to  reimburse  to  the  petitioner 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  his  second  payment,  unless  the  land  for  which  he 
had  applied  shall  not  have  been  applied  for  by  any  other  person;  in  which  case,  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  may, 
in  »he  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  permit  the  petitioner  to  re-enter  the  said  land,  and  accept,  as  proper  evidence  of 
payment  therefor,  the  receipts  of  the  Receiver  of  public  moneys  heretofore  produced  by  him. 

No  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  instruction  to  the  Receiver  will  accord  with  the  most  rigid  construction  which 
can  be  put  on  the  law.  It  is  believed  that  the  decision,  included  in  the  instruction  contemplated  for  the  Register, 
is  not  inconsistent  with  the  provision  of  the  seventh  section.    The  object  of  that  provision  is  only  to  ensure  the 
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accountability  of  the  Receivers,  by  causing  to  be  entered  with  tlie  Registers,  an  account  of  ail  moneys  received  by 
those  Receivers,  but  not  to  affect  the  purchasers  otherwise  than  by  laying  the  land  open  to  new  applicants,  if  the 
former  ones  shall  neglect  to  enter  the  receipts  with  (he  Register.  Under  a  liberal  construction  of  the  law,  which 
appears  to  be  consistent  with  sound  policy,  the  United  States  should  not  derive  from  that  neglect  any  advantage  to 
themselves,  provided  that  the  payment  has  actually  been  made,  and  that  the  rights  of  other  individuals  shall  not  be 
affected. 

If,  however,  any  other  person  shall,  in  this  instance,  have  applied  for  the  land,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  consistent 
with  the  law,  nor  eligible  on  general  principles,  to  reimburse  to  the  petitioner  the  sixty-four  dollars  paid  as  deposite.: 
inasmuch  as  the  admission  of  such  a  principle  might  enable  purchasers,  without  any  risk,  to  themselves,  to  withdraw 
or  vary  their  applications. 

In  order  to  prevent  hereafter  similar  inconveniences,  which  have  a  tendency  to  impede  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
instructions  are  preparing  for  the  land  officers  generally,  by  which  the  Receivers  will  be  directed  to  deliver,  once 
every  month,  to  the  Registers,  transcripts  of  the  receipts  issued  by  them  for  purchase  money,  and  the  Registers  to 
consider  the  Receivers,  in  that  respect,  as  agents  of  the  parties,  and  to  act  upon  those  transcripts  as  if  the  original 
receipts  had  been  produced  by  the  purchasers  themselves. 

Upon  a  due  consideration  of  the  petition  referred  to  the  Secretary,  he  is  of  opinion  that  all  the  relief  which  ought 
to  be  afforded  may  be  given  without  any  legislative  interference. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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GEORGIA   CESSION. 

COMMUNICATED  TO    CONGRESS,   APRIL   26,  1803. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  An  act  for  an  amicable  settlement 
of  the  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  Government  in  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory," James  Madison,  Secretary  ofState,  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  were  appointed  commissioners  to  settle,  by  compromise,  with  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  claims  and  cession  to  which  the  said  act  has  relation. 

Articles  of  agreement  and  cession  have  accordingly  been  entered  into,  and  signed  by  the  said  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  and  of  Georgia;  which,  as  they  leave  a  right  to  Congress  to  act  upon  them  legislatively  at  any 
time  within  six  months  after  their  date,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  immediately  to  communicate  to  the  Legislature. 

TH:.JEFFERSON. 

April  26,  1802. 

City  of  Washington,  ^pril  26,  1802. 
Sir: 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  an  agreement  entered  into  between  the  commissioners  of  the  Uniteii 
States  and  those  of  Georgia,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "•  An  act  supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  An  ac: 
for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  Govemmeiii 
in  the  Mississippi  territory," 

Tlie  nature  and  importance  of  the  transaction  have  induced  the  insertion  of  a  clause  which  renders  it  necessary 
that  the  subject  should  be  communicated  to  Congi'ess,  during  their  present  session. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  MADISON, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
LEVI  LINCOLN. 
The. 'Pvce.sii>^vii  of  the  United  States. 

Articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  entered  into  on  the  twenty -fourth  day  of  April;  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  between  the  commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  Govern- 
ment in  the  Mississippi  territory"  and  of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  last  mentioned  act,  on  the  one  part,  and 
the  commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  carry 
the  twenty-third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution  into  effect,"  and  of  the  act  to  amend  the  last  men- 
tioned act,  on  the  other  part. 

Article  I.  The  State  of  Georgia  cedes  to  the  United  States  all  the  right,  title,  and  claim,  which  the  said  State 
has  to  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  of  the  lands  situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the  L^nited  States,  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  west  of  a  line,  beginning  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee  river,  where  the  same  crosses 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Spain;  running  thence  up  the  said  river  Chattahoochee,  and  along 
the  western  bank  thereof,  to  the  great  bend  thereof,  next  above  the  place  where  a  certain  creek  or  river,  called 
"  Uchee,"  (being  the  first  considerable  stream  on  the  western  side,  above  the  Cussetas  and  Coweta  towns)  empties 
into  the  said  Chattahoochee  river;  thence,  in  a  direct  line,  to  Nickajack,  on  the  Tennessee  river;  then  crossing  the 
said  last  mentioned  river;  and  thence,  running  up  the  said  Tennessee  river,  and  along  the  western  bank  thereof,  to 
the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  upon  the  follo^ving  express  conditions,  and  subject  thereto; 
that  is  to  say: 

First,  That  out  of  the  first  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  thus  ceded,  which  net  proceeds  shall  be  esti- 
mated by  deducting,  from  the  gross  amount  of  sales,  the  expenses  incurred  in  surveying,  and  incident  to  the 
sale,  the  United  States  shall  pay,  at  their  treasury,  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  State 
of  Georgia,  as  a  consideration  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  State,  in  relation  to  the  said  territory;  and  that, 
for  the  better  securing  as  prompt  a  payment  of  the  said  sum  as  is  practicable,  a  land  office,  for  the  disposition  of  the 
vacant  lands  thus  ceded,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  extinguished,  shall  be  opened  with- 
in a  twelvemonth  after  the  assent  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  this  agreement,  as  hereafter  stated,  shall  have  been 
declared. 
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Secondly,  That  all  persons  who,  on  the  twetity-seventhday  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  were  actual  settlers  vvithin  the  territory  thus  ceded,  shall  be  confirmed  in  all  the  grants  legally  and  Cully  exe- 
cuted prior  to  that  day,  by  the  former  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  or  by  the  Government  of  Spain,  and  in 
the  claims  which  may  be  derived  from  any  actual  survey  or  settlement  made  under  the  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  laying  out  a  district  of  land,  situate  on  the  river  Mississippi,  and  within  the  bounds  of  this 
State,  into  a  county,  to  be  called  Bourbon,"  passed  the  seventh  day  of  February,  one  thousand  sevea  hundred  and 
eighty-five.  . 

Thirdly,  That  all  the  lands  ceded  by  this  agreement  to  the  United  States  shall,  after  satisfying  the  above  men- 
tioned payment  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  grants 
recognized  by  the  preceding  condition,  be  considered  as  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
Georgia  included,  and  shall  be  faithfully  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever: 
provided,  however,  that  the  United  States,  for  the  period,  and  until  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  assent  of  Georgia 
to  the  boundary  established  by  this  agreement  shall  have  been  declared,  may,  in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  abovementioned  payment  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  nor  with  the  grants  hereinbefore  recognized,  dispose  o( 
or  appropriate  a  proportion  of  the  said  lands,  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres,  or  the  proceeds  of  the  said  five 
millions  of  acres,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  or  compensating,  for  any  claims  other 
than  those  hereinbefore  recognized,  which  may  be  made  to  the  said  lands,  or  to  any  part  thereof.  It  being  fully  un- 
derstood that,  if  an  act  of  Congress  [making-  such  disposition  or  appropriation  shall  not  be  passed  into  a  law  within 
the  abovementioned  period  of  one  year,  the  United  States  shall  not  be  at  liberty  thereafter  to  cede  any  part  of  the 
said  lands  on  account  of  claims  which  may  be  laid  to  the  same,  other  than  those  recognized  by  the  preceding  condi- 
tion, nor  to  compensate  for  the  same;  and  in  case  of  any  such  cession  or  compensation,  thfe  present  cession  of  Geor- 
gia to  the  right  of  soil  over  the  lands  thus  ceded  or  compensated  for  shall  be  considered  as  null  and  void,  and  the 
lands  thus  ceded  or  compensated  for  shall  revert  to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Fourthly,  That  the  United  States  shall,  at  their  own  expense,  extinguish,  for  the  use  of  Georgia,  as  early  as  the 
same  can  be  peaceably  obtained,  on  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  title  to  the  country  of  Talassee,  to  the  lands  left  out 
by  the  line  drawn  with  the  Creeks,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  which  had  been  pre-  • 
viously  granted  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  both  which  tracts  had  formally  been  yielded  by  the  Indians:  and  to  the 
lands  within  the  forks  of  Oconee  and  Ocmulgee  rivers;  for  which  several  objects  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  directed  that  a  treaty  should  be  immediately  held  with  the  Creeks;  and  that  the  United  States  shall,  in  the  same 
manner,  also  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  other  lands  within  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Fifthly,  That  the  territory  thus  ceded  shall  form  a  State,  and  be  admitted  as  such  into  the  Union,  as  soon  as  it 
shall  contain  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earlier  period,  if  Congress  shall  think  it  expedient,  on  the  same 
conditions  and  restrictions,  with  the  same  privileges,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided  in  the  ordinance  of 
Congress  of  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  for  the  Government  of  the 
Western  territoiy  of  the  United  Slates;  which  ordinance  shall,  in  all  its  parts,  extend  to  the  territory  contained  in 
the  present  act  of  cession,  that  article  only  excepted  which  forbids  slavery. 

Art.  II.  The  United  States  accept  the  cession  above  mentioned,  and  on  the  conditions  therein  expressed:  and 
they  cede  to  the  State  of  Georgia  whatever  claim,  right,  or  title,  they  may  have  to  the  jurisdiction  or  soil  of  any 
lands  lying  within  the  United  States,  and  out  of  the  propei-  boundaries  of  any  other  State,  and  situated  south  of  the 
southern  boundaries  of  the  States  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  and  east  of  the  boundary  line 
hereinabove  described,  as  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  territorv  ceded  by  Geoigia  to  the  United  States. 

Art.  III.  The  present  act  of  cession  and  agreement  shall  be  in  full  force  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
shall  have  given  its  assent  to  the  boundaries  of  tliis  cession :  provided,  that  the  said  assent  shall  be  given  within  six 
months  after  the  date  of  these  presents;  and  provided,  that  Congress  shall  not,  during  the  same  period  of  six  months, 
repeal  so  much  of  any  former  law  as  authorizes  this  agreement,  and  renders  it  binding  and  conclusive  on  the  United 
States:  but  if  either  the  assent  of  Georgia  shall  not  be  thus  given,  or  if  the  law  of  the  United  States  shall  be  thus  re- 
pealed, within  the  said  period  of  six  months,  then,  and  in  either  case,  these  presents  shall  become  null  and  void. 

In  faith  wiiereof  the  respective  commissioners  have  signed  these  presents,  and  affixed  hereunto  their  seals. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  ofColumbia,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight-hundred  and  two. 

JAMES  MADISON,         [l.  s.] 
ALBERT  GALLATIN,  [l.  s.] 
LEVI  LINCOLN,       .     [l.  s.] 
.  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates. 

JAMES  JACKSON,         [l.  s.] 

ABRAH.  BALDWIN,    [l.  s.] 

JOHN  MILLEDGE,         [l.  s.] 

Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia 

J.  Franklin,  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  North  Carolina,  ^ 

Samuhl  a.  Otis,  Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  >   Witnesses. 

JoHK  Beckley,  Clerk  of  the  Uottse  of  Representatives  of  the  IJnited  States,    j 
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CONTRACT    WITH   JO^HN   CLEVES    SYMMES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE  SENATE,  APRIL  29,  1802. 

Mr.  Ogden,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  Esq.  made  the  following 

report: 

1.  That,  in  the  year  1788,  the  petitioner  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  United  States,  upon  a  fair  considera- 
tion, for  the  purchase  of  one  million  of  acres  of  land  in  the  Northwestern  territory. 

2.  That,  in  consequence  of  such  contract,  the  petitioner  made  a  settlement  upon  the  tract,  and  sold  many  parcels 
thereof  to  adventurers,  who  went  together  with  him  into  that  new  country,  and  located  themselves  there. 

3.  That,  in  the  yeai-  1794,  the  petitioner  obtained  a  patent,  under  the  authority  of  a  law,  which  enabled  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  make  the  same,  for  such  proportion  of  the  one  million  of  acres  which  had,  at  that 
time,  been  paid  for,  pursuant  to  the  said  contract,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-two  acres  of  the  said  million  of  acres  of  land. 

4.  That  the  petitioner,  after  the  said  in  part  fulfilment  of  the  contract,  on  the  .side  of  both  the  parties  to  the 
same,  proceeded  to  make  sales,  (as  he  before  had  done,  in  respect  to  the  lands  for  which  he  had  lately  received  the 
patent,  as  above  mentioned)  in  the  residue  of  the  one  million  oi'  acres,  expecting  to  make  the  title  when  he  should 
receive  his  patent  therefor  agreeably  to  his  contract,  as  he  had  before  practised. 
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6.  That  no  authority  has  been  given,  by  law,  or  othei-wise.  that  can  bo  found  by  your  committee,  whereby  the 
said  contract  can  be  carried  into  execution,  on  jjehalt'  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  payment  of  the  sums  further 
stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  petitionei-,  agreeably  to  his  contract,  whereby  he  is  entitled  to  a  patent  upon  payment  of 
suchstipuiated  sums,  which  payments  the  petitioner  aversj  he  always  has  been,  and  still  is,  ready  to  pay  and  perform, 
as  thereunto  required  by  his  contract. 

6.  That  your  committee,  from  the  papers  and  documents  laid  before  them  by  the  petitioner,  or  from,  the  state- 
ment which  he  has  made,  do  not  perceive  that  the  petitioner  has  done  any  one  act.  or  omitted  to  do  any  act,  where- 
by he  has  forfeited  any  right  to  the  full  benefit  of  his  contract  before  stated. 

7.  That  no  authority  exists,  by  law,  enabling  any  person  to  carry  into  execution  the  said  contract  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  two  laws  have  been  passed,  predicated  upon  the  idea  that  the  obligation  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  said  contract,  has  ceased  and  determined;  under  the  operation  of  which  laws,  the  said 
petitioner  states,  and  your  committee  believe,  that  the  said  petitioner  is  suffering  very  great  hardships,  tending  to 
the  utter  destruction  and  total  waste  of  his  whole  property. 

8.  Your  committee,  the  premises  considered,  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  accompany- 
ing this  report: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  direct  the  Attorney  General  to  examine  into 
the  contract  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  John  Cleves  Symmes,  Esq.,  and  others,  bearing  date  on  the 
I5th  October,  1788,  and  all  the  contracts  and  laws  relative  thereto,  and  all  the  transactions  which  may  legally  or 
equitably  effect  the  same,  as  far  as  they  may  come  to  his  knowledge  ,and  to'make  a  report  of  the  same  to  the  Senate, 
at  their  next  session,  together  with  his  opinion,  whether  the  said  John  Cleves  Symmes  has  any  claims,  and  what, 
upon  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  said  contract,  or  any  other  contract  or  law  predicated  upon  the  same:  and 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  said  John  Cleves  Symmes,  Esq.,  of  and  concerning  the  premises,  be 
postponed  to  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
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BOUNTY   LAND    WARRANT. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE   HOUSE    OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  13,    1803. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  ofSamuel  Frazerj  made 

the  following  report: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  was  justly  entitled  to  bounty  land  for  his  services  as  a  private  soldier  during  the 
revolutionary  war;  and  that  the  warrant  was  isstted  1he  24th  January,  1792,  to'  one  William  Thomas,  to  whom,  the 
petitioner  says,  he  had  given  no  authority  whatever  for  that  purpose. 

Cases  of  this  kind  are  not  susceptible  of  satisfactory  proof;  warrants  have  doubtless  issued,  in  many  instances,  on 
forged  powers  of  attorney:  but  the  impds.sibility  of  ascertaining  whether  the  party  originally  entitled  to  the  land 
may  not  have  been  accessory  to  the  fraud,  has  hitherto  been  deemed  by  Congress  a  sufficient  reason  for  refusing  their 
interposition.  And  when  it  is  further  considered  that  the  application  !'or  land  warrants  by  attorney  is  an  accommo- 
dation to  the  individual  merely,  and  not  to  the  public,  it  cannot  be  thought  unreasonable  that  the  party  injured  by  a 
false  power  should  be  left  to  his  remedy  at  law  against  the  person  by  whom  he  has  been  thus  defrauded. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  he  granted. 
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CONTRACT   WITH  JOHN  CLEVES  SYMMES.     " 

communicated   to   the    senate,   JANUARY    28,    1803. 

Washington,  January  26,  1803. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report,  the  result  of  an  examination  of  the  contract  between  the 
United  States  and  John  Cleves  Symmes,  bearing  date  October  15th,  1788,  as  altered   September  30th,  1794,  to- 
gether with  such  other  documents  as  I  could  obtain,  having  a  legal  or  an  equitable  relation  to  the  subject. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  LINCOLN. 
The  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  obedience  to  their  resolution  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Loni  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

two,  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  having  made  the'  examinations  therein  required,  respectfully 

submits  the  following  report: 

Of  the  various  and  numerous  transactions  respecting  the  sale,  or  the  contracts  for  the  Miami  lands,  with  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  those  hereafter  particularly  referred  to  are  alone,  under  existing  circumstances,  considei  ed  as 
aftecting  the  question.  From  his  original  applications  to  Congres.s,  their  resolutions,  and  his  subsequent  communi- 
cations to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  previous  to  the  making  of  the  contract  of  the  15th  of  October,  1788,  nulhiug 
can  be  collected  materially  affecting,  at  the  present  time,  the  legal  or  equitable  view  of  his  case. 

By  this  contract,  of  the  above  date,  it  was  agreed  that  there  should  be  granted  to  John  Cleves  Symmes,  aiid  his 
associates,  a  tract  of  land,  situate  in  the  Western  country,  bounded  westvvardly,  by  the  Great  .Miami;  southwardly,  by 
the  Ohio;  eastwardly,  by  a  line  beginning  on  the  Ohio,  at  a  spot  twenty  miles  distant,  and  above  the  mouth  of  the 
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Great  Miami,  and  extending  from  the  said  spot,  in  a  course  parallel  with  the  general  course  of  the  Great  Miami, 
so  as  to  include  one  million  of  acres;  (with  a  reservation  of  five  lots  out  of  each  township)  and  that  the  United  States 
should  cause  the  said  tract  to  be  surveyed,  the  boundary  lines  to  be  plainly  marked,  and  a  plat  thereof  to  be  returned 
to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  and  a  counterpart  of  the  same,  to  John  Cleves  Symmes. 

By  the  same  contract,  it  was  further  agreed  that  the  said  Symines  should  pay  at  the  rate  of  two-thirds  of  a  dollar 
per  acre  (an  allowance  of  one-third  of  a  dollar  being  made  from  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  acre,  for  bad  lands  and 
incidental  charges)  for  the  land  contained  in  the  said  tract,  after  deducting  the  lots  to  be  reserved.  And  eighty- 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars,' being  then  acknowled^d  to  have  been  previously  paid,  (one- 
seventh  in  military  rights,  and  the  residue  in  public  securities)  that  he  should  pay  the  remainder  in  the  following 
manner,  viz:  eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars,  within  one  month  after  the  said  plat  shall 
have  been  delivered,  and  the  lines  and  boundaries  of  the  said  tract  ascertained,  as  aforesaid;  and  the  resinue  in  six 
equal  payments;  one  of  which,  to  be  made  at  the  expiration  of  every  six  months  after  the  payment  as  aforesaid;  the 
same  to  be  made  in  gold  or  silver,  or  securities  of  the  United  States,  or,  instead  thereof,  to  the  amount  of  one-seventh 
part  of  the  same,  in  rights,  for  bounty  lands,  by  rendering  the  same  acre  for  acre.  It  was  further  agreed  by  the 
same  contract,  that  the  said  Symmes  should,  within  seven  years  after  the  delivery  of  the  said  plat,  as  aforesaid,  sub- 
divide the  whole  of  the  said  tract  into  townships  and  lots;  should  also  have  a  right  to  take  the  immediate  possession 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres,  a  part  of  the  same  land,  and  bound- 
ed on  the  Ohio  river;  and  upon  his  making  the  said  payment  of  the  eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  dollars,  within  one  month  after  thedelivery  of  the  said  plat,  he  should  receive  a  conveyance,  in  fee  simple,  for 
two  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres,  part  of  the  said  tract;  and  upon  every 
remaining  payipent  a  similar  conveyance  for  a  further  proportional  part  of  the  said  tract.  It  was  also  further  pro- 
vided, by  the  same  contract,  that  the  said  Symmes,  on  or  before  the  return  of  the  said  survey,  should  execute 
and  deposite  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  such  a  power  of  attorney,  as,  by  counsel,  should  be  judged  ade- 
quate to  the  authorizing  the  parties  to  the  second  part  of  the  said  agreement  for  their  entering  into  the  same;  and, 
in  case  of  his  failure,  the  whole  of  the  said  contract  should  cease,  so  far  as  it  respected  the  said  Symmes,  and  be 
transferred  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  that  they  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  covenants 
therein  contained,  which  the  said  Symmes  would  otherwise  have  been  entitled  to,  and  have  the  same  plat  made  for 
them  which,  by  said  contract,  was  to  have  been  made  for  him.  April  11th,  1793,  the  abovementioned  contract 
remaining  in  lull  force,  there  having  been  no  failure  by  either  party,  neither  having  lost  the  right  of  exacting  its  per- 
formance, John  Cleves  Symmes,  by  his  agent,  and  one  of  his  associates,  represented  to  Congress,  that,  from  the 
advanced  price  of  certificates  had  resulted  an  impossibility  of  a  strict  fulfilment  of  the  contract,  and  for  various 
reasons,  on  insisting  on  a  strict  fulfilment  of  the  original  terms  of  the  contract,  would  have  occasioned  the  dispersion 
of  all,  and  the  ruin  of  most  of  the  settlers,  and  therefore  prayed  for  indulgencies,  and  a  grant  of  so  much  of  the  land 
as  should  be  equal  to  the  payments  which  had  been  made.  Accordingly,  the  next  day,  April  12,  Congress  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  President,  at  the  request  of  said  Symmes,  or  his  agent,  to  alter  the  contract  above  mentioned, 
for  the  sale  of  one  million  of  acres,  in  such  a  manner  that' the  said  tract  should  extend  from  (he  mouth  of  the  Great 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  and  be  bounded  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the  south;  by  the  Great  Miami  on  the  west; 
by  the  Little  Miami  on  the  east;  and  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  north;  extending  from  the  Great  Miami  tp  the 
Little  Miami,  so  as  to  comprehend  the  proposed  quantity  of  one  million  of  acres;  provided,  that  the  northern  limits 
of  the  said  tract  should  not  interfere  with  the  boundary  line  established  by  the  treaty  at  Fort  Harmar,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Indians. 

May  the  5th,  1792,  Congress  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  President  to  grant,  in  fee  simple,  to  Symmes  and  his 
associates,  as  much  land  as  the  payments  made  by  them,  under  their  contract,  would  amount  to,''estimating  the  land 
at  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre;  and  one  other  tract  of  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
acres;  provided,  the  said  Symmes  should  pay,  within  six  months,  warrants  which  issued  for  army  bounty  rights 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  July  and  the  2d  of 
October,  1787. 

Mr.  Israel  Ludlow,  who  had  been  employed  by  the  Government  to  survey  the  tract  contained  within  said  Symmes's 
contract,  by  his  letter  of  the  10th  of  July,  1793,  informed  the  Secretary,  that  he  had  carried  into  effect,  as  far 
as  practicable,  his  instructions,  having  completed  the  survey  of  the  tract  contained  between  the  two  Miami  rivers, 
extending  as  far  northwestwardly  as  the  head  of  the  Little  Miami;  and  had  found  that  little  more  thaii  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  were  included  therein. 

By  the  plat  of  the  survey,  returned  to  the  Treasury  Department,  bearing  date  the  10th  of  January,  1794,  and 
certified  by  Mr.  Ludlow,  it  appears  that  the  tract,  with  its  northern  boundary,  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  run  from  the 
Great  Miami  to  the  head  of  the  Little  Miami,  contained  five  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  acres. 

Mr.  Ludlow,  in  the  winter  of  1797,  on  an  examination  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
whom  was  re-committed  a  report  of  the  Attorney  General  relative  to  the  contract  between  the  United  States  and 
the  said  Symmes,  together  with  documents  accompanying  the  same,  stated  to  the  said  committee,  that,  soon  after 
the  survey  had  been  completed,  he  gave  Judge  Symmes  information  of  its  contents,  and  that  afterwards,  in  the 
same  year,  when  the  survey  was  returned  to  the  Treasury  Department,  gave  to  him  a  copy  for  his  own  private  use: 
and  that  he  thinks  this  was  done  after  he,  Ludlow,  returned  to  the  Western  country,  and  before  Judge  Symmes 
went  to  Philadelphia  to  obtain  his  patent. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  four.  Judge  Symmes,  having  on  the  8th  of 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  consented  by  letter,  formally,  by  deed,  requested  the  President 
to  alter  the  contract  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  so  as  to  include  only  the  tract  mentioned  in  the  same  act,  and  bounded  and  described  as  was 
therein  expressed;  and  by  the  same  deed  released  to  the  United  States,  (ov  himself ,  and,  as  theinstrument  purports, 
for  his  associates,  all  right  and  claim  whatever,  in  and  to  so  much  of  the  land  as  was  contained  within  the  bounds 
and  descriptions  of  the  said  contract,  and  not  contained,  or  meant  to  be  contained,  within  the  limits  of  the  above- 
mentioned  act  of  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  the  President,  by  his  letters  patent, 
consented  to  and  made  the  alteration;  and  on  the  same  day,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  5th  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  granted  to  the  said  Symmes  and  his  associates  all  the  tract  of  land  bounded  on  the 
south  by  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  west  by  the  Great  Miami,  on  the  east  by  the  Little  Miami,  so  as  to  comprehend  three 
hundred  and  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres,  reserving  five  lots  out  of  each  township  contained 
in  the  said  contract;  and  further  declaring  that  one  complete  township  of  six  miles  square,  to  be  located  in  the  centre 
of  the  tract  thus  granted,  was  granted,  and  should  be  holden  in  trust  for  the  sole  purpose  of  erecting  an  academy, 
and  endowing  the  same;  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  forming  the  boundary  of  the  tract  thusgranted,  to  be  run  within 
five  years  by  the  said  Symmes,  from  certain  points,"  which  shall  have  been  ascertained  by  Israel  Ludlow,  on  the  two 
Miamies,  according  to  the  survey  returned  to  the  Treasury  Department  oh  the  24th  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four. 

In  the  abovementioned  application  of  Judge  Symmes  to  the  President  for  the  alteration  of  his  contract,  he  re- 
quests that  it  might  be  so  altered  as  to  be  subject  to  the  same  conditions,  limitations,  and  reservations,  as  were  ex- 
pressed in  the  original  contract  and  the  act  of  Congress.  Accordingly,  the  said  patent  of  the  30th  of  September, 
after  reciting  the  first  mentioned  contract  substantially,  and  the  application  for  its  alteration,  together  with  the  law 
authorizing  such  alteration,  it  expressly  provides  that  the  land  to  be  granted  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  be  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  in  and  by  the  first  contracts  were  stipulated;  and  that  it  should  extend  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Great  Miami  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  and  be  bounded  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the  south,  by  the  Great 
Miami  on  the  west,  by  the  Little  Miami  on  the  east,  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  north,  extending  from  the  Great 
Miami  to  the  Little  Miami;  so  as  to  comprehend  one  million  of  acres. 

What  were  or  ought  to  have.been  the  respective  eft'ects,  rights,  and  duties,  resulting  from  the  several  transac- 
tions and  the  provisions  of  the  acts  and  contracts  contained  in  the  preceding  statement,  are  necessary  to  be  considered. 
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The  original  contract  of  tlie  15th  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  contains  provisions, 
some  of  which  are  mutual  and  independent;  others  dependentin  reference  to  one  of  the  parties.  By  this  contract, 
the  following  articles  or  particulars  were  covenanted  to  be  done: 

1st.  The  United  States  were  to  cause,  as  soon  as  could  be,  a  survey  of  the  land,  consisting  of  one  million  of 
acres,  its  lines  marked,  and  a  plat  thereof  returned  to  the  Treasury  Office. 

2d.  To  cause  a  counterpart  of  the  same  map  to  be  delivered  to  said  Symmes,  on  condition  of  his  having  depo- 
sited with  the  Treasurer  a  power  of  attorney,  as  before  described,  on  or  before  the  said  return  should  be  made. 

3d.  On  Symmes  completing  the  stipulated  payment  within  one  month  from  the  delivery  of  the  said  plat,  as 
aforesaid,  in  gold,  silver,  or  public  securities,  at  the  rate  of  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  or  in  military  rights 
equal  to  one-seventh  part,  acre  for  acre,  the  United  States  were  to  convey  to  him  to  the  amount  of  such  payment. 

4th.  On  every  after  payment  which  should  be  made  by  the  said  Symmes,  in  conformity  to  the  covenants,  the 
United  States  were  to  make  a  similar  conveyance  of  such  a  further  proportion  of  tlie  land  as  each  payment 
should  amount  to,  until  the  whole  should  be  conveyed. 

5th.  The  United  States  were  to  permit  Judge  Symmes  to  take  the  immediate  possession  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres  of  the  land,  it  being  a  quantity  equal  to  the  payment 
which  had  been  made. 

6th.  Symmes  was  to  pay,  in  manner  as  expressed  in  the  third  article,  eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-eight dollars,  within  one  month  after  the  said  plat  should  be  returned,  and  one-sixth  part  of  the  residue  at  the 
expiration  of  every  six  months  afterwards,  until  the  whole  should  be  paid. 

7th.  Judge  Symines  was,  within  seven  years  from  the  delivery  of  the  said  plat,  to  have  subdivided  the  said  land 
into  townships  and  lots,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  or  to  some  person  au- 
thorized to  receive  the  same. 

8th.  And  lastly,  by  the  aforesaid  patent  in  fee,  Symmes  was  to  have  located,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor 
of  the  territories,  within  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  same,  one  township  six  miles  square,  and  as  near  the  centre 
of  the  granted  land  as  could  be,  for  the  use  of  the  academy  and  schools. 

The  design  of  the  parties,  and  the  equitable  object  and  operation  of  the  alteration  patent,  appear  to  be  merely  to 
substitute  the  tract  of  land  d'escribed  therein,  for  that  which  was  contained  in  the  first  contract;  and  this  being  done 
by  altering  the  same  so  far  as  it  respected  boundaries  only,  and  such  incidents  or  particulars  as  were  necessarily 
connected  with  or  involved  in  that  alteration,  they  both  may  be  considered  as  now  forming  one  entire  contract;  or 
the  first  as  having  the  land  described  in  the  last,  as  its  subject  matter;  or  the  last,  which  in  effect  will  be  tlie  same 
thing,  as  adopting  the  covenants  and  provisions  contained  in, the  first,  in  r&spect  to  the  rights  or  the  duties  created 
thereby  in  reference  to  the  parties.  In  either  alternative,  from  the  nature  of  such  a  contract,  and  the  character  of 
the  parties,  as  government  and  citizens,  it  ought  to  be  subject  to  a  construction  on  equitable  considerations,  rather 
than  by  rigid  legal  principles.  In  viewing  the  subject,  in  reference  to  the  first  and  second  articles,  it  is  conceived 
that  the  United  States  are  chargeable  with  no  omissions  which  Judge  Symmes  can  or  ought  to  avail  himself  of. 
Before  the  arrival  of  the  time  in  which  the  United  States,  by  the  terms  of  their  original  agreement,  were  obliged  to 
survey,  mark  the  lines,  and  return  the  plat  of  the  million  of  acres,  and  the  counterplat,  he,  by  his  agent,  had  in- 
formed the  United  States  of  the  impossibility  of  that  strict  performance  oh  his  part,  on  which  alone  they  would 
have  been  held  to  have  executed  the  contract  on  their  part.  Symmes,  by  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  June,  1793,  closed 
the  agreement  for  the  alteration  of  bounds.  This  contract,  as  it  destroyed  the  reason  for  having  the  plan  stipulated 
by  the  first  agreement,  released  the  United  States  from  the  obligation  to  make  it. 

By  this  new  contract,  which  was  consummated  on  the  said  29th  and  30th  of  September,  Symmes,  from  the  reason 
of  the  thing,  was  released  from  being  liable  to  forfeit  his  contract,  on  his  failing  to  deposite  a  power  as  aforesaid,  the 
necessity  of  it  being  entirely  superseded.  To  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  other  articles,  it  is  necessary  to  con- 
sider the  eifect  of  the  alteration  of  the  contract  in  reference  to  the  quantity  of  land  contained  therein,  a  plan  thereof, 
its  return  to  the  Treasury  Office,  and  a  counterpart  to  Symmes,  in  conformity  to  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  original 
agreement.  By  the  alteration  patent,  all  the  covenants,  provisos,  and  conditions  contained  in  the  first  contract, 
were  to  be  preserved,  applied,  and  be  operative  in  the  altered  contract  which  could  be  applicable  to  the  subject 
matter,  and  no  further  changed  than  that  was  changed- 

By  the  altered  contract  of  September,  1794,  and  the  adopted  or  preserved  covenants.  Government  were  obliged 
to  cause  a  plan  of  the  land  meant  to  have  been  conveyed,  and  its  counterpart  to  be  placed  in  the  stipulated  situation, 
or  they  were  not.  If  not,  then  not  one  of  the  covenants  for  the  payments  could  have  had  any  force,  although  on  these  • 
payments  alone  the  land  was  to  have  been  conveyed.  This  construction  would  have  destroyed  the  contract  altoge- 
ther. If  the  United  States  were  thus  obliged,  then  Symmes  was  entitled  to  the  land  contracted  for  only  on  his  ma- 
king those  payments,  which  were  the  precedent  conditions,  on  the  performance  of  which  alone  Government  were 
held  to  make  the  conveyance  to  him. 

The  plan,  or  its  counterpart,  which  was  to  be  placed  in  the  Treasury  Office,  and  in  Symmes's  hands,  respectively, 
upon  which  he  was  to  have  regulated  his  payments,  was  one  of  the  lands  described  by  the  altered  contract.  It  is  de- 
scribed by  its  quantity,  courses,  lines,  and  monuments;  that  is,  as  bounded  by  the  rivers  Ohio,  Great  and  Little  Mia- 
mies,  and  northwardly  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  extending  from  the  Great  Miami  to  the  Little  Miami,  and  so  as  to  in- 
clude one  million  of  acres.  The  quantity  of  acres,  mentioned  so  far  as  it  respects  that  contract  of  the  tract,  or  its 
description,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  lines  and  monuments  expressly  stated,  might,  it  is  conceived,  on  settled 
principles,  be  so  construed  and  so  controlled  by  these  lines  and  monuments,  as  to  include  that  land  alone  which  is 
contained  within  their  limits.  As  well  might  the  southerly  and  westerly  boundaries  be  departed  from,  as  the 
easterly  and  northerly  be  passed  over,  for  tlie  purpose  of  covering  the  million  of  acres;  the  latter  being  as  clearly 
fixed  by  the  contract,  and  in  nature,  as  the  former;  the  legal  effect  of  the  contract,  as  altered  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, in  reference  to  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the  land,  confining  it  to  what  wa^  within  the  three  rivers  and  the 
most  northwardly  parallel  of  latitude,  extending  from  the  one  Miami  to  the  otlier.  It  is  certain  that  Symmes  could 
not  have  been  compelled  to  have  paid  for  land  not  included  within  these  limits,  or  the  United  States  to  convey  it. 
And  the  presumption  is,  or  ought  to  be,  that  neither  party  contemplated  such  a  conveyance.  However  difficult  it 
may  be  to  account  for  Governrnent's,  or  for  Symmes's  supposing  there  were  a  million  of  acres  within  these  boundaries, 
or  for  their  actually  executing  a  contract  for  a  million  of  acres  by  these  bounds,  eiglit  months  after  the  former  had 
been  furnished  with  a  plan,  and  the  /nWerhad  at  least  been  informed  that  it  contained  but  little  more  than  half  that 
quantity,  it  is  obvious  that  the  above  construction,  in  principle,  for  some  time  after  the  contract  was  made,  would 
nave  been  considered  as  beneficial  to  the  purchaser,  as  m  practice  it  was  made  still  more  so.  In  principle,  the  con- 
structive and  legal  contract  was  more  valuable  to  the  purchaser  than  the  supposed  one  would  have  been,  as  he  was 
to  pay  by  the  acre,  and  the  lands  between,  adjoining,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  those  rivers,  were  better,  and  their 
average  value  much  greater,  than  similar  quantities  northwardly  of  them. 

This  is  apparent,  not  only  from  their  relative  situations,  but  from  the  purchaser's  great  and  continued  solicitude  to 
locate  on  the  first,  in  preference  to  the  last  situations.  A  construction,  which  would  have  given  to  the  purchaser  a 
better  bargain  than  was  intended,  can  have  furnished  him  with  no  grounds  of  complaint. 

Nor  is  it  perceived  that  there  has  been  any  injury,  in  fact,  to  the  purchaser,  but  the  reverse  from  his  being  limit- 
ed by  the  most  northwardly  waters  of  the  Little  Miami,  or  from  the  error  in  supposing  there  were  a  million  of 
acres  contained  within  the  boundaries  of  his  contract,  if  a  mistake  is  to  be  presumed,  alter  the  return  and  inspec- 
tion of  a  part  of  an  actual  survey.  From  this  erroneous  supposition,  the  purchaser  or  his  associates  deduced  the  right 
and  had  the  advantage  of  paying  almost  two-sevenths  of  their  contract,  and  above  one-half  of  their  actual  payments 
in  military  warrants  of  one  acre  for  an  acre  and  a  half  of  the  supposed  million,  instead  of  one-seventh  part  of  the 
actual  payments.  The  increased  proportion  of  warrant  payments,  and  their  excess  in  value,  from  estimating  one 
militarv  for  an  acre  and  a  half  of  tlie  supposed  million,  and  above  its  average  value,  although  they  were  great  prac- 
tical advantages  against  the  spirit  of  the  contract,  and  at  an  expense  or  loss  to  the  United  States  of  more  than  thirty 
thousand  dollars;  yet,  as  they  were  settled  by  competent  authwity,  and  perhaps  in  balance  of  some  equitable  claims 
against  the  Government,  they  ought  not  to  be  unravelled  against  the  purchaser.    Judge  Symmes  states,  what  here- 
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ofore  he  repeatedly  has  clone,  that,  from  these  advantages,  he  derived  no  personal  advantage;  it  is  certain  he  could 
no  injury,  and  thus  far,  on  the  score  of  the  contract  or  its  execution,  he  had  no  cause-of  complaint. 

It  appears  to  be  unnecessary  to  consider  what  effect  the  altering  of  the  contract,  by  the  first  and  third  party  to  it. 
had  on  the  second,  or  to  their  associates,  who  were  not  apparently  consenting  'to  such  an  alteration,  as  no  material 
question  from  this  ciicumstance  attaches  itself  to  the  present  inquiry.  It  is,  however,  perfectly  clear,  as  they  were 
not  to  make  the  payments,  and  as  Symmes  alone  had  become  responsible  to  the  United  States,  "and  they  to  him,  the 
counterpart  of  the  plan  was  in  no  event  to  be  delivered  to  them,  and  as  tney  were  released  from  the  covenants  con- 
tained in  fhe  first  contract  which  ivere  transferred  to  the  last,  that  the  alteration  was  for  the  benefit  of  Symmes 
alone 

By  the  contract  thus  altered  between  tiie  United  States  and  Symmes,  they  were  to  cause  to  be  placed  in  the 
Treasury  Office,  a  plan  of  the  land  to  be  conveyed,  and  to  make  the  ;conveyances  on  his  making  the  stipulated  pay- 
ments, after  the  plan  should  be  placed  as  had  been  agreed.  The  times,  as  respectively  stated  in  the  first  contract,  for 
the  several  payments,  were  binding  on  the  purchaser;  or  there  were  none  stated,  and  he  would  have  had  his  whole 
life  to  have  made  his  payments  in,  w  hich  has  never  been  pretended. 

The  question  then  is,  has  the  month  commenced,  in  a  fair  and  equitable  construction  of  the  agreement,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  Symmes  was  to  have  made  his  first  payment;  or,  in  other  words,  has  a  plan  been  taken  and  de- 
posited according  to  the  agreement.''  And  if  so,  when  was  it  done?  As,  at  the  time  of  making  the  last  contract,  the 
survey  had  been  made,  and  the  plan  thereby  required  actually  in  the  office,  the  month  must  be  considered  as  com- 
,  mencing,  either  at  this  time,  or  on  Symmes's  having  notice  of  its  being  thus  placed,  or  on  its  counterpart  being  deliv- 
ered to  him.  If,  at  the  time  of  altering  the  contract.  Judge  Symmes  knew  that  the  plan,  in  fact,  was  in  the  office,  or 
afterwards  had  that  notice,  or  was  obliged  to  take  notice  at  his  peril,  and  the  delivery  of  the  counterpart  was  not 
parcel  of  the  condition,  on  the  performance  of  which  the  first  payment  was  to  have  been  made,  then  the  month  com- 
menced at  the  time  of  altering  the  contract,  or  on  such  notice  being  had.  If  the  delivery  of  the  counterpart  formed 
a  part  of  the  condition,  then  the  periods  for  the  payments  are  to  be  determined  by  such  a  delivery,  if  such  there  has 
been;  and,  in  either  case,  the  payments  not  being  made  or  offered,  the  contract  may  be  considered  as  void,  at  the 
election  of  the  United  States. 

Considering  the  interest  Symmes  had  in  the  Miami  lands,  in  the  survey,  in  its  return,  and  his  connexion 
and  frequent  opportunities  for  interviews  with  Ludlow  after  he  had  made  the  return,  both  before  and  after  the  exe- 
cution of  the  deed  of  alteration,  tlie  presumption  of  his  knowing  ^of  its  return  at  or  about  that  time  is  very  strong — 
is  violent.  Ludlow  lived  on  this  very  land  with  Judge  Symmes,  went  out  v;ith  him,  and  was  with  him  at  Phila- 
delphia, when  he  was  there  for  the  very  purpose  of  returning  the  plan.  Although  he  was  not  instructed  by  the 
Treasury  Department  to  deliver  one  to  Symmes,  the  evidence  of  a  presumptive  kind  is  not  equally  strong  of  the 
actual  delivery  of  the  counterpart  to  Judge  Symmes,  and  he  denies  that  it  ever  was  delivered.  But  Ludlow  stated 
to  the  committee  of  1797,  as  before  related,  that  in  the  year  in  which  he  made  his  return,  (being  in  1794)  having 
previousty  informed  Judge  Symmes  of  the  contents  of  the  survey,  he'  delivered  to  him  a  copy  of  the  plan  for  his  own 
private  use.  This,  if  true,  on  a  construction  of  the  contract  the  most  favorable  to  Judge  Symmes,  made  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  have  made  his  payment,  as  stipulated,  within  one  month  from  that  time,  and  the  other  payments 
semi-annually,  to  have  entitled  himself  to  the  benefit  of  his  contract.  The  reasonings  of  Judge  Symmes,  in  his 
various  communications  on  the  subject,  admit,  if  he  has  been  furnished  vvith  a  plan  according  to  the  agreement,  that 
he  has  forfeited  his  contract.  Ludlow's  plan  being  such  a  one,  on  the  above  construction  ol  this  contract,  renders 
his  testimony  important;  it  is  impossible  tor  one,  to  whom  he  is  a  stranger,  correctly  to  appreciate  it.  His  being  em- 
ployed by  Government  for  such  an  important  survey  is  a  strong  testimonial  in  favor  of  his  capacity  and  integrity. 
And,  if  he  is  honest,  his  testimony,  taken  by  a  very  respectable  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  about 
three  years  after  the  return  was  made,  although  not  under  oath,  demands  respect.  A  transaction  so  important, 
requiring  so  much  and  such  nice  attention,  involving  such  various  and  important  interest,  and  referring  to  parties 
and  a  contract  with  which  he  was  perfectly  acquainted,  as  the  copying  and  delivering  a  plan  of  fhe  Miami  lands, 
could  not  have  been  so  soon  forgotten  or  confounded  with  any  other  transaction  of  a  similar  nature;  especially  as 
he  considered  his  original  plan  to  be  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  April  12,  1792,  which  appears  from  his  certificate  on 
the  same,  and  also  probably  knew,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  a  copy  thereof  was  to  be  delivered  to  the  purcha,ser. 

On  the  idea  that  the  preceding  statements  and  principles  are  correct,  Government  have  been  chargeable  with  no 
omissions  in  reference  to  their  contract  with  Judge  Symmes,  it  having  been  long  since  released  from  the  obligation 
.to  make  the  conveyances  to  him,  as  expressed  in  the  above  stated  third  and  fouith  particulars,  and  having  permitted 
him  to  take  (he  possession,  as  provided  for  in  thejifth. 

It  results  that  the  neglect,  constructively,  legally,  and  in  fact,  by  which  Judge  Symmes  may  have  been  injured, 
is  chargeable  on  himself;  originating,  probably,  from  a  different  construction  of  the  contcact,  at  least  so  far  as  it 
respects  the  sixth  and  seventh  articles. 

In  reference  to  the  eighth  and  last  beforementipned  particular,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  total  and  indepen- 
dent failure  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser.  He  has  neither  located  the  township  for  the  use  of  an  academy  and 
schools,  nor  will  his  other  dispositions  admit  of  its  being  now  done  in  the  stipulated  situation.  He  states  that  he 
has  reserved  a  township  near  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  instead  of  one  in  the  centre  of  his  grant,  for  the  use 
of  these  schools. 

But  to  a  part  or  proportion  of  this  township,  it  seems,  there  is  a  claim  of  a  third  person,  which  has  been  the  foun- 
dation of  a  suit  in  chancery,  now  pending  against  Judge  Symmes.  Of  the  validity  of  this  claim,  or  the  event  of  the 
actiem,  it  is  difficult  to  form,  and  improper  to  express,  any  opinion. 

One  further  circumstance  requires  attention.  By  the  foregoing  construction,  Judge  Symmes's  contract  covered 
all  the  lands  between  the  said  three  rivers  and  a  parallel  of  latitude  extending  from  the  most  northwardly  waters  of 
the  Little  Miami,  and,  of  courst,  a  plan  thus  extended  was  the  stipulated  plan  which  should  have  been  taken, 
returned,  and  its  counterpart  d?livered  to  him.  Th.e  Little  Miami, from  its  source,  bends  round  southwardly,  then 
northwardly;  so  that  a  plan  limited  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  drawn  from  its  head,  not  extending  so  far  northwardly 
as  one  from  its  most  northwardly  bend,  is  not,  in  strictness,  the  plan  of  the  land  contracted  for,  but  of  a  part  of  it. 
This  being  undoubtedly  true,  in  fact,  and  making  a  ditt'erence  of  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  acres,  had  the  exception 
have  been  originally  taken,  and  the  controversy  placed  on  this  point,  it  would  have  been  a  substantial  one  in  favor 
of  the  purchaser.  He  ought  not  to  have  been  abridged  in  his  grant,  or  to  have  been  bound  by  any  mistake  of  the 
surveyor  or  of  the  opposite  party.  But  the  case  is  far  otherwise.  The  object  was  to  make  a  complete  plan  of  the 
land,  as  described  within  its  northwardly  bounds,  limited  by  the  most  northwardly  waters  of  the  Little  Miami.  As 
such  it  was  taken,  returned,  received,  and  in  the  office  at  the  time  of  altering  the  contract;  as  such  was  Symmes 
intbrined  of  its  contents,  and  its  counterpart  delivered  to  him  by  liudlow;  as  such  has  it  remained  in  the  office,  and 
with  him,  as  a  cornplete  and  correct  map  of  the  tract  of  land  above  described,  to  every  purpose  for  which  such  a 
map  could  be  considered  as  material  has  it  been  viewed  by  all  parties;  no  exception  appears  to  have  been  taken  on 
account  of  this  mistake,  until  since  the  last  session  of  Congress;  no  one  measure  appears  of  either  party  to  have  been 
in  the  least  influenced  by  it;  nor  is  it  easy  to  perceive,  from  the  ground  on  which  the  respective  parties  have  placed 
the  controversy,  that  any  possible  injury  has  or  could  result  therefrom-  Every  step  of  the  concerned  appears  to 
have  been  taken  on  the  idea  of  the  plan's  including  all  the  land  between  the  Miamies  and  most  northwardly  parallel 
of  latitude,  from  the  waters  of  one  of  them;  and  their  measures  have,  in  fact,  been  precisely  the  same,  and  have  had 
the  same  effect  as  they  would  have  been  and  had,  had  the  parallel  been  drawn  from  the  most  northwardly  point. 
Symmes  had  no  objections  to  the  plan,  from  its  not  extending  a  little  further;  Government  had  not,  to  its  being 
thus  extended:  about  tliis  there  was  no  disagreement;  the  difference  was  no  object  to  either  party;  neither  appear  to 
have  noticed  it,  or,  if  they  did,  to  have  been  dissatisfied  with  it.  Symmes  claimed,  in  virtue  of  his  contract,  a  plan 
extending  to  a  parallel  of  latitude  including  a  million  of  acres;  he  rejected  Ludlow's  supposing  it  to  extend  to  those 
niost  northwardly  waters,  not  because  it  did  not  so  extend,  but  because  it  did  not  include  the  million  of  acres.  And 
Government,  viewing  the  deposited.and  its  counterp<ut  as  the  stipulated  ones,  have  rejected  the  Judge's  claims,  not 
on  the  ground  of  a  non-compliance  on  its  part,  but  on  his  part,  in  his  refusal  to  accept  of  any  plan  limited  by  these 
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waters,  as  reaching  this  northern  boundary  of  his  contract.    Whether  he  was  or  was  not  confined  to  the  most  north" 
irdly  pi         ■■-■■- "     ' 

right,  I 
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Government's  receiving,  retaining,  and  refusing  to  take  another,  and  Jsymmes  not  rejecting  a  plan  having  the 
parallel  of  latitude  marked  on  it,  are  proofs  that  it  was  viewed  by  them  as  conforming  to  the  contract,  if  that  con- 
tract did  not  extend  northwardly  of  the  Little  Miami:  and  if  so,  as  such,  now  it  ought  to  bind  him.  Every  act  and 
word  of  his  touching  a  map  declaring  to  Government  that  one  c-ctending  a  little  further  north  than  the  one  delivered 
would  not  have  been  preferable,  or  have  been  received  as  the  one  contracted  for,  superseded  the  equitable,  and.  it 
is  believed,  the  legal  necessity  of  producing-  such  a  one.  If  so,  the  one  taken  and  delivered  by  Ludlow,  from  its 
not  having  been  objected  to,  on  the  principles  of  its  stopping  short  of  the  most  northwardly  point  of  the  Little  Miami, 
and  from  its  having  been  considered  as  correct,  in  referencetothisnorthern  boundary,  ought  now  to  be  so  considered, 

It  is,  from  the  preceding  view  taken  of  the  subject,  that  Judge  Syrames  appears  to  have  no  claims  on  the  Govern- 
ment, founded  on  a  legal  right,  or  a  particular  equity  growing  out  of  a  fair  and  reasonable  construction  of  his  con- 
tract. If  he  has  claims,  they  appear  to  rest  on  that  voluntary  justice  and  liberal  and  general  equity,  which  Govern- 
ment or  an  individual  will,  or  ought,  always  to  extend,  in  a  matter  of  a  common  concern,  towards  the  unfortupatc. 
whose  acts  inducing  the  misfortune,  have  been  to  them  productive  of  particular  benefits.  Generally,  the  establish- 
ing a  settlement  in  a  large,  new,  and  wilderness  country,  is  attended  with  trouble,  expense,  hardships,  and  danger, 
io  the  first  settlers,  and  with  profit  and  various  advantages  to  the  proprietors  of  the  country^  by  increasing  its^xipn- 
lation,  the  value  and  sale  of  their  lands,  and,  as  the  case  has  been,  the  security  of  a  frontier.  On  these  grounds,  the 
Judge  is  pathetic  in  the  statement  of  his  claims.  They  are,  at  least,  specious,  and  perhaps  deserve  the  more  atten- 
tion, as  his  disappointments  and  suflfeVings  appear  to  have  resulted,  in  part,  from  an  opinion  of  the  extent  of  his  con- 
tract, although  diftering  iVom  Government's,  yet  at  least  coForable,  and  supported  by  some  official  reports  on  the 
subject. 

How  far  there  are  countervailing  circumstances;  how  far  there  was  a  benefit  to  the  purchaser,  in  exchanging  the 
land  described  in  the  first  contract  for  that  contained  in  the  second;  what  advantage  he  derived  from  the  payment 
of  military  rights,  one  acre  for  one  and  a  half,  and  to  the  full  proportion  of  a  million  of  acres;  what  from  disposing 
of  the  township  near  the  centre  of  his  grant,  or  from  any  other  source,  are  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
honorable  Senate.  For  this  purpose,  more  and  other  knowledg-e  than  could  be  collected  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry 
would  be  necessary. 

The  Attorney  General  has  examined,  with  attention,  all  the  papers  and  documents  accompanying  this  case,  with 
the  communications  which  Judge  Symmes,  from  time  to  time,  has  thought  proper  to  make.  He  has  unreservedly 
stated  to  him  the  principles  of  tliis  report,  and,  submitting  it  to  his  inspection,  heard;  and  considered  his  remarks 
thereon,  has,  nevertheless,  remained  impressed  with  a  belief  of  its  general  correctness. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  LINCOLN. 
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COMMUNICATED    TO  THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   FEBRUARY   11,  1803. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bernard  Glenn,  made 

the  followingreport: 

This  is  an  application  for  a  grant  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  satisfy  a  land  warrant  issued  by 
the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  petitioner,  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  Slaie  establishment.  The  "petitioner  states  that 
the  lands  appropriated  by  Virginia  for  this  purpose  are  situated  on  Cumberland  river,  and  are  now  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  whose  Legislature  have  prohibited  the  location  of  any  warrants  within  the  same,  issued 
by  the  authority  of  any  other  State.  H^  also  further  represents  to  your  committee,  that,  in  the  year  1791,  the  United 
States  ceded  to  the  Cherokees  the  land  on  Cumberland  river,  so  appropriated  by  Virginia;  that  this  cession,  indepen- 
dent of  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  would  have  effectually  prevented  the  petitioner,  and  all  others  pos- 
sessing similar  claims,  from  locating  their  warrants;  and  that,  although  in  the  Virginia  reservation  of  land  between 
the  rivers  Miami  and  Scioto,  no  provision  was  made  for  warrants  of  this  description,  yet  that  a  sufficiency  of  land 
will  remain  in  that  tract  to  satisfy  the  warrants  issued  by  Virginia  to  the  troops  on  her  State  establishment,  after  the 
other  objects  of  the  reservation  are  fully  answered.  . 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  in  what  manner -the  refusal  of  Kentucky  to  recognize  the  rights  of  grantees  under  Vir- 
ginia can  constitute  a  claim  bnthe  General  Government.  If,  by  amicable  adjustment  between  those  two  States,  the 
rights  claimed  under  Virginia  cannot  be  secured,  it  is  presumed  that  her  regard  to  justice  will  ensure  to  the  concerned 
an  equivalent. 

Nor,  in  the  vigw  of  your  committee,  does  the  treaty  made  with  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  in  1791,  materially 
affect  the  question.  That  treaty  merely  defines  the  boundaries  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokees. 
and  only  guaranties  to  that  nation  the  enjoyment  of  what  it  was  before  Uhe  acknowledged  proprietor.  If,  when 
the  Indian  title  to  the  land  on  Cumberland  river  shall  be  extinguished,  provision  be  made  that  the  holders  of  mili- 
tary land  warrants  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  by  Virginia,  the  General^  Govern- 
ment will  then  have  shown  as  much  attention  to  the  present  claim  as,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  it  is  enti- 
tled to  receive. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    FEBRUARY    16,    1803. 

The  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  Government  in  the  Mississippi  territory,"  in  obedience 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  supplemental  to  the  last  mentioned  act,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  on 
the  claims  made  by  settlers,  and  other  persons,  to  lands  within  the  territory  situate  west  of  the  river  Chattahoochee, 
and  south  of  the  cession  made  to  the  united  States  by  South  Carolina: 

The  territory  of  the  United  States,  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  extends  in  breadth  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  miles  from  the  thirty-first  to  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude;  from  east  to  west,  its  greatest  lengtn, 
from  the  river  Chattahoochee  to  the  Mississippi,  measures  three  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  along  the  northern  boun- 
dary (jf  West  Florida;  the  length  of  its  northern  boundary,  along  the  State  of  Tennessee,  is  not  precisely  ascertained, 
but  it  is  believed  that  the  average  length  of  the  whole  may,  without  material  error,  be  estimated  at  three  hundred 
miles,  and  the  contents  of  the  territory  at  fifty-two  millions  of  acres. 

The  only  portions  of  that  vast  extent,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  ftitinguished,  are,  a  tract  of  about  one 
million  and  a  half  of  acres,  extending  along  the  Mississippi,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo,  southwardly  to  the 
Spanish  line;  and  another  tract,  at  least  equal  in  extent,  and  extending  between  the  rivers  Pascagola  and  Mobile,  or 
Tombigbee,  more  than  fifty  miles  north  of  that  line. 

The  settlements  within  those  two  tracts,  which  are  separated  from  each  other  by  a  wilderness  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  in  breadth,  form  the  whole  population  of  the  Mississippi  territory. 

The  claims  to  lands  within  these  boundaries  are  derived  either  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida, 
from  the  Spanish  Government,  from  occupancy  and  settlemerit,  or  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 

The  British  Governors  of  West  Florida,  after  the  boundaries  of  that  province  had  been  extended  as  far  north  as 
the  parallel  of  latitude  which  crosses  the  Mississippi  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo,  granted  lands  south  of  that 
parallel  until  the  year  1781,  when  the  province  was  conquered  by  Spain. 

A  great  portion  of  the  lands  granted  in  that  manner  has  since  been  re-granted  by  the  Spanish  Government;  several 
tracts  have  continued  in  the  occupancy  of  the  original  grantees  or  of  their  representatives;  and  several  remain  unoc- 
cupied, or  are  inhabited  by  persons  who  have  no  other  claim  but  that  of  possession. 

The  grants  of  the  Spanish  Government  appear  to  have  been  confined  to  persons  actually  residing  on  the  lands; 
but  they  were  made  indiscriminately  on  every  unoccupied  tract,  whether  the  same  had  been  previously  granted  by 
the  British  Government  or  not;  nor  did  they  discontinue  making  concessions,  even  after  Spain  had,  by  the  treaty  of 
October,  1795,  recognized  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  whole  territory  north  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude. 

Until  the  evacuation,  which  was  delayed  for  nearly  two  years,  had  taken  place,  grants  were  issued,  sometimes 
bearing  their  real  date,  and  sometimes,  as  is  alleged,  antedated. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1785,  the  State  of  Georgia  passed  an  act  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  that  tract  of  coun- 
try extending  along  the  Mississippi,  from  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished,  into'a  county  by  the  name  of  Bourbon;  and  declared  that,  whenever  a 
land  office  should  be  opened,  there  should  be  a  right  of  preference  reserved  to  the  possessors  of  lands  within  that 
district;  provided  they  actually  lived  on  and  cultivated  the  said  lands.  That  act  was  repealed  on  the  1st  day  of 
February,  1788. 

By  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  Georgia,  it  is  provided  that  the  persons 
who,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  (being  the  date  of  the  treaty  with  Spain)  were  actual  settlers  within  that  terri- 
tory shall  be  confirmed  in  all  the  grants  legally  and  fully  executed,  prior  to  that  day,  by  the  former  British  Govern- 
ment of  West  Florida,  or  by  the  Government  of  Spain,  and  in  all  the  claims  which  may  be  derived  from  any  actual 
survey  or  settlement  made  under  the  act  of  Georgia,  commonly  called  the  Bourbon  act. 

The  persons,  in  whose  favor  that  clause  was  inserted,  were,  at  the  request  of  the  commissioners,  invited  by  the 
Governor  of  the  Mississippi  territory  to  exhibit  their  claims.  This  has  been  partially  done  in  that  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory which  lies  contiguous  to  the  Mississippi;  claims  amounting  to  about  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  acres, 
and  said  to  be  derived  from  British  and  Spanish  patents,  have  been  transmitted.  A  few  applications  have  also  been 
filed  for  lands  claimed  under  the  Bourbon  act,  most  of  which,  however,  are  for  tracts  improved  after  the  act  had  been 
repealed.  Including  even  these,  the  Governor  is  of  opinion  that  there  cannot  be,  in  the  whole,  more  than  three  hun- 
dred ana  fifty  thousand  acres  on  the  Mississippi  covered  by  claims  confirmed  by  the  articles  of  agreement.  From 
thatpart of  the  territory  which  lies  on  the  Mobile,  no  returns  have  been  received. 

The  claims  derived  from  the  British  and  Spanish  Governments,  or  from  occupancy,  and  not  recognized  by  the 
agreement  with  Georgia,  are: 

1st.  British  grants  held  by  persons  who  were  not  resident  in  the  territory  on  the  27th  October,  1795,  and  have 
not  improved  their  lands.  The  West  Florida  patents  were,  with  but  few  exceptions,  accompanied  with  a  clause  of 
forfeiture,  unless  the  land  should  be  improved  within  ten  years;'  and  the  Spanish  Government  seem  to  have  consi- 
dered all  the  unimproved  lands  as  forfeited.  If  is.  however,  alleged^  on  the  part  of  the  grantees,  that,  although  a 
condition  of  settlement  was  commonly  annexed  to  tne  grants  in  the  British  provinces  under  the  royal  Governments, 
with  a  penalty  of  forfeiture,  in  case  of  default,  this  has  never  been  enforced  either  by  the  British  Government,  or, 
after  the  Revolution,  by  the  States;  and  that  the  Indians  at  first,  and  the  Spanish  conquest,  afterwards,  rendered, 
in  this  case,  a  fulfilment  of  the  condition  impossible. 

Where  the  land  has  been  re-granted  by  Spain',  the  parties  niust  be  left  to  a  judicial  decision;  but  where  it  remains 
unclaimed  by  any  other  person,  the  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  improper  for  the  United  States  to 
grant  it  again,  until  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  grants  shall  have  been  fully  ascertained. 

2d.  British  and  Spanish  incomplete  grants. 

As  lands  were  granted  under  both  Governments,  upon  the  petition  of  the  party,  and  as  the  first  evidence  of  title 
was  a  warrant  or  order  of  survey  directed  to  the  surveyor  of  the  district,  it  has  happened,  in  many  instances,  that 
the  Spanish  conquest  in  1781,  and  the  treaty  with  Spain  in  1795,  found  persons  who  had  only  a  survey  executed,  or, 
perhaps,  an  order  of  survey,  and  who  could  not,  on  account  of  the  change  of  Government,  complete  their  titles. 

This  circumstance  is  stated  both  in  the  petition  of  the  settlers  on  Mobile,  which  has  been  referred  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  commissioners,  and  jin  the  letter  of  the  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  hereunto 
annexed,  (A)  as  more  particularly  involving  claimants  under  'Spanish  titles;  it  having  been  customary,  until  the 
American  settlers  at  Natchez  requested  patents,  to  consider  a  Spanish  order  of  survey,  when  executed  and  returned, 
as  a  sufficient  title;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  few  settlers  are  obliged  to  claim  under  incomplete  British  titles,  as 
they  generally  applied,  in  lieu  of  them,  for  Spanish  grants,  and  now  claim  under  these. 

3d.  Settlement,  without  any  evidence  of  title.  It  is  stated  by  the  Governor  of  the  territory,  that  one  hundred 
and  thirty  heads  of  families  had,  prior  to  October,  1795,  formed  settlements,  without  any  other  title  but  what  might 
•  be  derived  from  the  Bourbon  act;  and  that  seven  hundred  more  have  settled  in  the  country  since  that  time,  who 
either  have  no  title  whatever,  or  rest  their  claims  on  Spanish  orders  of  survey  and  grants  issued  after  the  date  of  the 
treaty.  It  is  apprehended  that  very  few  of  the  claimants  of  the  first  description  will  be  found  to  come  strictly  within 
the  terms  of  the  Bourbon  act.    Some  stress  is  laid  by  those  of  the  last  description,  who  migrated  to  that  country 
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before  the  Spanish  posts  had  been  evuacuated,  on  their  ignorance  at  first  of  the  treaty,  and  on  the  subsequent  acqui- 
escence of  the  American  Government,  in  the  continued  possession  by  the  Spanish  Government. 

To  these  three  several  classes  of  claims  may  be  added  that  of  persons,  principally  from  Connecticut,  styling 
themselves  a  Company  of  Military  Adventurers,  who,  under  a  mistaken  expectation  of  obtaining  a  large  grant  from 
the  British  crown,  sent  agents,  in  1773,  to  West  Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the  country.  The  Governor 
of  that  province  promised  to  grant  lands  to  such  as  should  become  settlers,  on  as  advantageous  terms  as  he  was 
authorized  to  do,  and  to  reserve  till  next  spring,  for  that  purpose,  nineteen  townships,  which  had  been  selected  and 
surveyed  by  the  agents.  A  number  of  emigrants  from  Connecticut,  accordingly,  removed  to  the  Mississippi  in  1774; 
the  war  prevented  the  progress  of  the  settlements;  and  one  hundred  and  forty  of  the  settlers  left  the  country  in  1781, 
when  the  Spanish  conquest  took  place,  and,  traversing  the  Choctaw  and  Creek  country,  reached  the  inhabited  parts 
of  Georgia.  The  claim  which  is  now  set  up,  in  the  name  of  the  company,  for  the  nineteen  townships,  has  no  foun- 
dation. Such  of  the  settlers  as  had  obtained  grants,  or  have  continued  on  the  lands,  will  be  embraced  by  the  pro- 
visions made  for  other  claimants  of  a  similar  description.  It  will  remain  for  Congress  to  decide  whether  any  special 
provision  should  be  made  for  those  who  abandoned  the  lands  in  the  manner  above  stated. 

It  would  require  more  correct  information  than  has  been  obtained  by  the  commissioners,  to  enable  them  to  offer 
a  plan  perfectly  satisfactory  to  themselves,  on  the  subject  of  those  various  and  clashing  claims.  The  following  out- 
lines are  with  diffidence  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress: 

1st.  That  persons  who  were  resident  in  the  territory  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  be  confirmed  in  their 
claims  to  those  tracts  of  lands  then  actually  cultivated  and  inhabited,  for  which  they  had  received  orders  of  survey, 
dated  before  that  day,  either  from  the  British  or  Spanish  Governments,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  their  title  had  been 
completed;  provided,  that  no  such  incomplete  title  shall  be  ratified  unless  the  person  in  whose  favor  such  order  had 
issued  was  of  full  age  at  the  time  of  its  date. 

•2d.  That  every  head  of  a  family  (including  single  persons  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  above,  who  did  not 
reside  with  their  parents)  who  was  a  resident  in  the  territory  on  the day  of 1797,  when  the  Spanish  garri- 
sons were  evacuated ;  who  claims  no  land  in  the  territory  under  British  or  Spanish  grants;  and  who  did,  on  that  day, 
occupy  and  cultivate  a  tract  of  land  not  otherwise  claimed,  shall  be  confirmed  in  the  possession  of  such  tract,  not 
exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

3d.  That  every  head  of  family  who  resided  in  the  territory  on  the day  of 1802,  when  the  articles  of 

agreement  with  Georgia  were  ratified  by  that  State,  and  who  did  on  that  day  occupy  and  cultivate  a  tract  of  land 
not  otherwise  claimed,  shall  have  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  such  tract,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

4th.  Tlwt  commissioners  be  appointed,  with  a  Jixed  salary,  and  without  fees,  who  shall  immediately  proceed  to 
the  settlements  on  the  Mississippi,  and  on  the  Mobile,  with  power  to  receive,  examine,  and  decide  on  all  claims 
embraced  by  the  articles  of  agreement  with  Georgia,  and  by  the  preceding  provisions,  and  to  issue  certificates  stating, 
as  the  case  may  be,  that  the  party  is  entitled  to  tlie  land,  or  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  same;  but  no  patents 
shall  issue  until  after  the  lands  shall  have  been  surveyed,  and  the  interferences  arising  from  clashing  claims  ascer- 
tained; nor  shall  any  other  evidence  of  title  but  the  commissioner's  certificate  issue  in  cases  where  the  land  is  claimed 
by  either  a  British  or  Spanish  title  fully  and  completely  executed. 

5th.  That  all  claims  derived  from  the  agreement  with  Georgia,  from  British  or  Spanish  grants,  or  from  occupancy, 
which  shall  not  be  filed  with  the  commissioners  within  a  twelvemonth,  shall  forever  after  be  barred. 

6th.  That  the  commissioners  shall  make  a  full  report  to  Congress  of  the  British  grants  filed  with  them,  on  which 
no  improvement  had  been  made  by  or  for  the  grantees,  and  which  are  not  claimed  under  subsequent  Spanish  grants. 
7th.  That  so  much  of  the  five  millions  of  acres  reserved  for  that  purpose  by  the  agreement  with  Georgia,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  claims  not  confirmed  by  that  agreement,  and  which  are  embraced  by  the  preceding  pro- 
visions, and  all  those  which  may  be  derived  from  British  grants,  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

The  last  class  of  claims  consists  of  those  which  are  derived,  or  pretended  to  be  derived,  from  Georgia.  On  the 
21st  December,  1789,  the  Legislature  of  that  State  passed  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  disposing  of  certain  vacant 
'ands,  or  territory,  within  that  State;"  by  which  it  is  enacted  that  two  tracts  of  land,  comprehending,  together,  the 
whole  tract  of  country  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Tombigbee,  and  extending  from  the  parallel  which  crosses 
the  Mississippi  at  the  mouth  of  Cole's  creek  (about  31°  45')  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  together  with  a 
third  tract  lying  on  the  Tennessee  river,  shall,  for  two  years  from  and  after  the  passing  of  that  act,  be  respectively 
reserved  as  a  pre-emption  for  three  companies  called  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo,  the  Virginia  Yazoo,  and  the  Ten- 
nessee Company;  and  that  the  Governor  shall  issue  grants  for  the  said  tracts  to  the  said  companies,  if  they  shall, 
within  the  term  of  two  years,  pay  into  the  public  treasury  of  the  State  the  follovving  sums,  that  is  to  say:  the  South 
Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  the  amount  of  sixty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars;  the  Virginia  Yazoo 
Company  the  amount  of  ninety-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty -one  dollars;  and  the  Tennessee  Company,  the 
amount  of  forty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

An  inconsiderable  sum  was  paid,  in  the  paper  medium  of  the  State,  by  the  two  first  mentioned  companies,  and 
they  did,  within  the  two  years,  tender  in  payment  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  the  whole  amount  of  the  purchase 
money  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of  the  State.     The  payment  was  refused  on  the  part  of  Georgia. 

The  money  which  had  been  deposited  by  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  was  withdrawn;  but  the  South  Carolina 
Company  instituted,  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  a  suit  against  the  State,  which  was  terminated 
by  the  amendment  to  the  constitution,  relative  to  the  suability  of  States. 

Both  companies  now  claim  at  least  an  indemnification  on  account  of  the  expenses  and  damages  incurred  by 
reason  of  what  they  consider  as  a  violation  of  contract  on  the  part  of  Georgia.  There  is  nothing  on  the  face  of  the 
act  which  justifies  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  claimants;  and  it  is  by  collateral  evidence  only  that  they 
attempt  to  prove  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  when  the  law  was  passed,  that  the  payments  should  be 
made  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of  the  State.  In  support  of  that  construction,  they  bring  their  own  petitions 
to  the  Legislature,  applying  for  the  land,  which  petitions  are  referred  to  in  the  preamble  of  the  act,  and  the  protest 
of  the  minority  in  the  Legislature,  who  voted  against  the  law,  principally,  as  they  allege,  because  the  payments  were 
to  be  made  in  depreciated  certificates. 

Upon  a  full  view  of  the  subject,  the  commissioners  do  not  perceive  that  those  companies  have  any  equitable  claim 
either  for  the  land  or  for  compensation  from  the  United  States. 

On  the  7th  day  of  February,  1795,  the  State  of  Georgia  passed  an  act,  hereunto  annexed,  (K)  authorizing  the 
sale  of  four  tracts  of  land,  therein  described,  and  comprehending  the  [greater  part  of  the  country  lying  west  ot  the 
river  Alabama,  to  four  companies,  called  the  Georgia,  the  Georgia  Mississippi,  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  the 
Tennessee  Companies;  for  which  they  were  to  pay  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  was  assigned  all  that  tract  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Tombigbee 
rivers,  and  bounded  by  the  parallels  of  latitude  31°  18',  and  32°  40',  for  which  they  were  to  pay  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  tract  designated  for  the  Georgia  Company  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  thirty-fourth  degree  of  latitude; 
on  the  east,  by  the  Alabama  river;  on  the  west  and  south,  by  the  Mobile,  or  Tombigbee,  from  the  Spanish  line  to  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  lands  assigned  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  by  the  northern  boundary  of  the  said 
lands,  and  by  the  Mississippi;  for  which  they  were  to  pay  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Tennessee  Company  were  to  pay  sixty  thousand  dollars  for  a  tract  lying  between  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  and  the  parallel  of  latitude  passing  by  the  head  spring  of  Bear  creek,  and  bounded  on  the  west  by  Tennes- 
see and  Bear  creek,  and  on  the  east  by  a  meridian  crossing  the  last  mentioned  parallel,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  east  from  the  source  of  Bear  creek. 

And  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company  were,  in  consideration  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  receive  a  tract  of 
twenty-five  miles  in  breadth,  adjoining  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  and  extending  from  the  Mississippi  to 
Tennessee  and  Bear  creek,  its  boundaries  on  the  east. 

Two  millions  of  acres  were  reserved  out  of  these  several  tracts,  for  the  use  of  such  citizens  of  Georgia  as  chose 
to  subscribe  on  the  original  terms  of  the  purchase:  the  moneys  p^id  by  those  citizens  to  the  State  being  considered 
18  p 
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as  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  companies  in  whose  territory  they  subscribed:  the  quantities  thus  reserved  out 
of  each  tract  being  one  million  of  acres  in  the  Georgia  Company;  six  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres  in  the 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company;  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  acres  in  the  Tennessee  Company;  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  acres  in  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company.  The  price  paid  by  the  citizens  who 
did  subscribe,  was  two  cents  and  one  third  per  acre,  it  being  the  price  then  supposed  to  have  been  paid  by  the  com- 
panies: which  (five  hundred  thousand  dollars  being  the  purchase  money)  would  give  about  twenty-one  millions  five 
nundred  thousand  acres  for  the  estimated  quantity  of  land  in  the  four  tracts.  It  was  further  declared  by  the  act, 
that  the  lands  lying  westward  of  the  eastward  boundary  of  the  several  companies'  purchase,  were  estimated  at  one- 
third  of  the  lands  within  the  purchase,  and  were  supposed  to  contain  seven  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
acres,  which  would  give  twenty-one  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  for  the  quantity  intended  to  be 
sold.  The  land  contained  within  those  purchases  amounts,  however,  to  nearly  thirty-five  millions  of  acres;  and 
the  present  claimants  estimate  the  quantity  at  near  forty  millions  of  acres. 

The  several  companies  did,  it  is  understood,  pay  the  purchase  money,  and  obtain  grants  from  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  for  the  several  tracts  designated  in  the  law:  the  lands  have  since  passed  through  several  hands,  and  so  fai- 
as  has  come  within  the  knowledge  of  the  commissioners  the  title  derived  from  the  grants  appears  to  be  now  held  in 
the  following  manner: 

The  whole  tract  granted  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  was  divided  into  sixteen  hundred  equal  undivided 
shares,  and  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Compan}^,  in  January,  1796,  sold  the  whole,  with  the  exception  of 
the  six  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres  reserved  for  citizens'  subscriptions,  to  certain  individuals  in  Massachu- 
setts, who  style  themselves  the  New  England  Mississippi  Company.  The  title  has  been  conveyed  to  trustees,  for 
the  use  of  the  company,  which  consists  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  equal  shares. 

It  is  urged  by  sunilry  associates  or  sliarers  of  the  original  Mississippi  Company,  that  they  have  not  been  paid, 
and  that  they  are  still  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  land. 

The  tract  granted  to  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company  appears  to  be  divided  into  twelve  equal  undivided  shares, 
and  to  be  unentangled  by  militant  claims. 

The  tract  granted  to  the  Tennessee  Company  was,  by  the  grantees  Mathias  Maher,  and  Zachariah  Coxe,  divided 
into  four  hundred  and  twenty  equal  shares.  Several  hundred  thousand  acres  are,  besides,  claimed  under  deeds 
signed  by  Z.  Coxe  alone,  and  which  appear  to  be  exclusively  of  the  shares  which  he  held.  The  greater  part  of  the 
original  shares  are  held  by  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  proprietors. 

The  Georgia  Company  consisted  of  ten  shares,  exclusively  of  a  number  of  sub-shares,  and  of  money  shares, 
which  have  been  either  purchased  in  by  the  company,  or  absorbed.in  the  payment  of  certain  tracts  sold  by  them. 
That  company,  however,  no  longer  exists,  having  sold  the  greater  part  of  the  territory  by  metes  and  bounds,  and 
surrendered  the  remainder  to  the  State  of  Georgia.  Instead,  therefore,  of  being  held  by  trustees,  or  in  undivided 
shares,  the  lands  originally  assigned  to  that  company  are  claimed  by  several  individuals,  each  claiming  distinct  tracts 
in  their  own  name.  There  are  a  number  of  militant  claims  in  that  part  of  the  tract  which  lies  between  the  Alabama 
and  Tombigbee  rivers,  south  of  the  parallel  thirty-three  degrees  twenty  minutes  of  north  latitude. 

On  the  13th  day  of  February,  1796,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  passed  an  act,  (L.)  declaring  the  act  of  the  7th 
January,  1795,  above  mentioned,  null  and  void,  as  having  been  obtained  by  fraud  and  corruption;  directing  all  re- 
cords of  grants  or  conveyances,  relating  to  the  sale,  to  be  expunged;  and  forbidding  the  recording,  thereafter,  of  any 
such  conveyances  or  contracts.    The  document  (F.)  contains  the  evidence  on  which  the  Legislature  acted. 

By  the  articles  of  agreement  of  the  Georgia  Company,  and  schedule  thereuntojannexed,  bearing  date  1st  and  10th 
of  January,  1795,  a  copy  of  which  (B.  No.  9.)  was  transmitted  to  the  commissioners,  amongst  other  documents,  by 
the  attorneys  of  Hugh  Rose  and  Valentine  Jones,  two  of  the  claimants  under  that  company,  it  appears  that  the 
company  had  disposed  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  lands  they  intended  to  purchase,  to  divers  persons,  (whose 
names,  with  the  amount  in  dollars  paid  by  each,  appear  in  the  schedule)  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  to  effect 
the  purchase  of  the  lands;  and  that  they  had  also  found  it  necessary  to  distribute,  to  a  variety  of  citizens  of  the  State, 
certain  sub-shares,  or  quantities  of  land,  iu  order  that  the  benefit  should  be  as  generally  diffused  as  possible. 

By  the  form  of  the  sub-share  (C.)  it  appears  that  the  holders  were  entitled  to  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  without 
making  any  immediate  payment,  but  on  paying,  within  seven  months,  what  was  supposed  the  original  purchase  money, 
viz.  two  cents  and  a  third  per  acre. 

A  comparison  of  the  schedule  annexed  to  the  articles,  and  which  is  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  agreement,  with 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  act  authorizing  the  sale,  (E. )  shows  that  all  the  members,  both  in  the  Senate 
and  House,  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  law,  were,  with  one  single  exception,  (Robert  Watkins,  whose  name  does  not 
appear)  interested  in,  and  parties  to,  the  purchase. 

The  articles  of  agreement,  and  list  of  associates,  of  the  Tennessee  Company,  which  have  been  voluntarily  furnish- 
ed by  one  of  the  trustees,  show  that  a  number  of  members  of  the  Legislature  were  also  interested  in  that  company. 

It  is  also  proper  to  state,  that  all  the  deeds  given  by  the  companies,  v/hich  have  been  exhibited  to  the  commis- 
sioners, as  well  as  all  the  subsequent  deeds,  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions,  not  only  give  a  special  instead  of  a 
general  warranty,  but  have  also  a  special  covenant  in  the  following  words:  "And,  lastly,  it  is  covenanted  and  ex- 
pressly agreed  and  understood,  by  and  between  the  parties  to  these  presents,  that  neither  the -grantors  aforesaid, 
nor  their  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  shall  be  held  to  any  further  or  other  warranty  than  is  hereinbefore 
expressed,  nor  liable  to  the  refunding  of  any  money  in  consequence  of  any  defect  in  their  title  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  if  any  such  there  should  hereafter  appear  to  be." 

The  act  of  Georgia,  of  the  13th  February,  1796,  as  well  as  several  subsequent  acts,  had  made  provision  for  the 
repayment  of  the  money  deposited  as  the  consideration  of  the  purchase;  and  the  document  (G.)  shows  that  three 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and  fifteen  cents  have  been  withdrawn  under  those 
laws.  The  commissioners  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  evidence  on  which  those  sums  were  paid;  it  is,  how- 
ever, understood  that,  supposing  the  title  from  Georgia  to  have  been  valid,  not  more  than  five  or  six  millions  of  acres 
have  been  fairly  surrendered  by  the  parties  who  have  received  that  money.  A  great  majority  of  the  persons  who 
claim  the  lands  not  surrendered,  have  signed  the  propositions  of  compromise  hereunto  annexed,  (H. )  by  which  they 
offer  to  relinquish  their  claims,  provided  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  them,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre,  for  the  nominal  quantities  of  land  claimed  by  them;  which,  after  making  the  proper  deductions  for  lands  which 
have  been  surrendered,  would  make  a  gross  sum  of  about  eight  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  interest 
from  the  year  1806;  provided,  however,  that  the  principal  and  interest  shall  not  exceed  the  proceeds  of  those  five 
millions  of  acres  in  the  territory  which  shall  ultimately  be  sold  for  the  highest  price. 

The  commissioners  think  those  propositions  inadmissible;  and,  without  pretending  to  aflBrm  that  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  was  competent  to  make  the  decision,  they  feel  no  hesitation  in  declaring  it  as  their  opinion, 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  which  may  affect  the  case,  as  they  have  come  within  their  knowledge,  and  as 
herein  stated,  the  title  of  the  claimants  cannot  be  supported. 

But  they,  nevertheless,  believe  that  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  the  tranquillity  of  those  who  may  hereafter 
inhabit  that  territory,  and  various  equitable  considerations  which  may  be  urged  in  favor  of  most  of  the  present  claim- 
ants, render  it  expedient  to  enter  into  a  compromise  on  reasonable  terms. 

Under  that  impression,  a  plan  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  which,  although  it 
does  not  give  a  full  indemnity  to  every  claimant,  is  believed,  from  such  information  as  has  been  received,  to  give,  in 
the  aggregate,  nearly  as  much  as  has  been  paid,  in  the  wliole,  by  all  the  present  claimants. 

As  it  is  understood,  and  generally  agreed,  that  the  five  millions  of  acres,  reserved  by  the  agreement  with  Georgia, 
constitute  the  fund  from  which  the  indemnity  is  to  be  paid,  it  is  of  primary  importance,  in  order  to  guard  against 
any  depreciation,  that  the  nominal  sum  in  money  which  may  be  offered  as  an  indemnity  should  not  exceed  what  the 
fund  may  be  thought  amply  sufficient  to  discharge.  The  probable  amount  of  the  annual  sales,  and  the  price  attixed 
to  the  land  by  Congress,  furnish  the  only  data  by  which  that  sum  can  be  determined.  The  commissioners  have 
supposed  that  the  sales  could  not  reasonably  be  estimated  to  yield  more  than  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annually;  and,  although  it  has  been  presumed  that  in  opening  a  land  office  the  price  of  the  land  will,  at  present,  be 
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fixed  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  they  have  believed  that  it  would  be  improper  to  assume  the  payment  of  any  sum  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  wliich  would  bind  Congress  not  to  reduce  the  price  hereafter,  if  other  considerations  shall 
render  that  reduction  expedient. 

It  is  after  having  considered  the  subject  in  that  point  of  view,  that  the  commissioners  have  been  induced  to  sub- 
mit the  following  propositions  as  tiie  basis  of  a  compromise: 

1st.  That  so  much  of  five  millions  of  acres  as  shall  remain  after  having  satisfied  the  claims  of  settlers,  and  others, 
not  recognized  by  the  agreement  with  Georgia,  which  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  United  States,  be  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  and  quieting  the  claims  of  the  persons  who  derive  their  claims  from  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  passed  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1795j  for  which  purpose  the  several  companies,  or  claimants  under  those 
companies,  shall  be  permitted  to  locate  the  quantity  of  land  allotted  to  fliem,  on  any  part  of  the  territory  they  claim, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  yet  been  extinguished:  Provided,  hotvever,  That  the  whole  shall  be  located  in  no 
more  than  six  tracts:  ^nd  provided,  also.  That  each  tract  shall  extend  the  whole  breadth  or  length  of  the  territory 
claimed  by  the  parties  respectively,  and  shall  not  have  a  greater  proportionate  i'ront  on  the  rivers  than  the  whole  ter- 
ritory thus  claimed. 

2d.  That  the  claimants  may,  nevertheless,  receive,  in  lieu  of  the  said  lands,  certificates,  bearing  interest  from 
the  1st  January,  1804,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or,  at  their  option,  certificates 
without  interest,  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars;  which  certificates  shall,  in  either  case,  be  paid  (principal 
and  interest)  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  above  men- 
tioned, next  ensuing  the  completion  of  the  payment  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
made  to  the  State  ot  Georgia;  and  shall  also  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the  lands  purchased  in  the  territory,  as 
soon  as  the  payment  to  Georgia  shall  have  been  completed. 

3d.  That  the  lands,  or  certificates,  shall  be  apportioned  amongst  the  several  companies  in  the  following  manner, 
that  is  to  say:  the  proportion  of  each  company,  exclusively  of  the  tracts  which  may  have  been  surrendered,  shall, 
on  every  five  hundred  dollars  or  acres  which  shall  be  allowed  in  the  whole,  be  as  followeth: 

For  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  exclusively  of  citizens'  rights,  -  -  35 

For  the  Tennessee  do.  do.  do.  ...  60 

For  the  Georgia  Mississippi  do-  do.  do.  ...  155 

For  the  Georgia  do.  not  exceeding       -  -  - ,  -  -  -  -  225 

For  citizens'  rights,  not  exceeding        -  -  -  -  -  -  -  25 

500 

4th.  That  every  original  grant,  deed,  or  other  evidence  of  claim,  from  which  the  companies  or  claimants  derive, 
or  pretend  to  derive,  their  respective  claims,  shall  be  exhibited  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  within  a  twelvemonth,  and 
there  recorded  at  the  expense  of  the  parties;  and,  unless  thus  recorded,  shall  never  after  be  admitted  or  considered 
as  evidence  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  against  any  other  grant  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  from  the 
United  States. 

5th.  That,  after  all  the  claims  shall  have  been  exhibited,  the  lands  or  certificates  allotted  to  each  company  shall 
be  apportioned  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  land  supposed  to  be  contained  within  the  respective  claims,  amongst 
the  several  claimants  under  each  company,  by  commissioners,  who  shall  also  have  power  to  decide,  in  conformity  to 
the  principles  of  law  and  equity,  on  all  conflicting  claims  within  each  company. 

6th.  That  each  individual  claimant  shall  be  allowed  to  have  the  benefit  of  these  terms,  for  the  amount  of  his 
claim  thus  ascertained,  and  to  receive,  at  his  option,  his  proportion,  either  of  lands,  of  certificates  bearing  interest, 
or  of  certificates  without  interest. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MADISON, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
LEVI  LINCOLN. 
February  14,  1803. 

A. 

Near  Natchez,  November  5,  1802. 
Sir: 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  reply  more  particularly  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  July  last,  and  to  lay  before  you 
such  information  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  collect  in  relation  to  the  various  objects  of  your  inquiries. 

In  conformity  to  your  request,  the  claimants  of  lands  (of  the  description  you  raentioned),were  invited,  by  public 
advertisement,  "to  file,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  November,  before  the  proper  county  officers,  (the  clerks  of  the 
county  courts)  the  particular  authority  and  extent  of  their  respective  claims,  and  the  claim  of  title  derived,  to  the 
present  claimants,  from  theori^nal  title." 

I  had  flattered  myself  that  the  acquiescence  with  this  invitation  would  have  been  such  as  to  have  afforded  ground 
for  accurate  estimates.  But,  from  various  causes,  the  returns  are  not  so  general  as  Ihad  wished.  Some  few  claim- 
ants, whose  titles  I  have  reason  to  believe  are  fully  and  legally  executed,  have  omitted  to  state  them,  either  through 
inattention,  or  from  an  unaccommodating  disposition;  and  there  are  some  others  who  have  avoided  exhibiting  their 
claims  (probably)  from  an  unwillingness  to  expose  their  weakness,  and  a  fear  produced  by  a  report,  which  sonie  de- 
signing characters  circulated  with  industry,  that  the  call  for  titles  was  intended  to  work  their  immediate  injury. 
Having  premised  thus  much  with  a  view  to  apprise  you  that  the  return  of  claims  which  accompany  this  letter  is  not 
complete,  («)  I  will  proceed  to  notice  your  inquiries  in  the  order  you  have  placed  them. 

1st.  "  With  respect  to  the  extent  of  territory,  both  on  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile,  which  has  been  relin- 
quished by  the  Indians." 

Until  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Choctaw  Indians  shall  have  been  retra<;ed  and  plainly 
marked,  (a  work  which  I  understand  will  shortly  he  executed  under  the  direction  of  General  Wilkinson)  the  quan- 
tity of  land  to  which  the  Indian  claim  has  been  extinguished,  cannot  be  correctly  ascertained.  But,  from  the  best 
information  in  my  possession,  I  do  conjecture  that  there  may  be  on  the  Mississippi  two  thousand  five  hundred  square 
miles,  or  about  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  acres,  which  comprehend  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Adams,  Wil- 
kinson, and  Claiborne. 

On  the  Mobile,  I  do  also  conjecture,  without  pretending  to  accuracy,  that  there  may  be  about  four  thousand  six 
hundred  square  miles,  or  near  three  millions  of  acres,  which  compose  the  county  of  Washington. 

The  greater  part  of  the  land  on  the  Mississippi  above  alluded  to,  is  fertile,  and  well  adapted  to  cultivation.  Of 
the  three  millions  of  acres  on  the  Mobile,  there  are  supposed  to  be  near  two  millions  of  pine  barrens,  little  of  which 
is  susceptible  of  culture;  the  balance  is  said  to  be  good  land,  and  I  am  informed  that  most  of  it  may  be  cultivated 
to  advantage. 

A  small  map  of  the  settled  country  adjoining  the  Mississippi,  (marked  No.  1)  and  a  map  of  the  land  in  Wash- 
ington county,  to  which  the  Indian  claim  has  been  extinguished,  (marked  No.  2)  are  herewith  enclosed- 

2d.  "  With  respect  to  the  claims  recognized  by  the  second  article  of  agreement  with  Georgia." 

I  will  class  these  claims  under  three  distinct  heads. 

1st.  Grants  to  persons  who  were  actual  settlers  within  the  ceded  territory  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795, 
legally  and  fully  executed  prior  to  that  day,  by  the  former  British  Government  of  West  Florida. 

The  packet  marked  (A)  contains  all  the  claims  of  this  description  which  have  been  filed. 

2d.  Grants  to  persons  who  were  actual  settlers  within  the  ceded  territory,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  legally 
and  fully  executed  prior  to  that  day  by  the  Government  of  Spain.    This  species  of  titles  are  numerous.    The  packet/- 
marked  (B)  contains  all  which  have  been  filed.  /'^ 
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3d.  Claims  of  persons  who  were  settlers  within  the  territory  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  derived  from  actual 
surveys  or  settlements  made  under  the  law  of  Georgia,  passed  February  7,  1785,  commonly  called  the  Bourbon 
Act.  The  packet  (C)  contains  claims  of  this  class  which  have  been  filed.  Few  of  those  claimants  allege  to  have 
made  actual  surveys;  it  would  have  been  unsafe  to  have  done  so  during  the  existence  of  the  Spanish  Government. 
But  they  rely  upon  the  settlements  which  they  formed  by  a  verbal  permission  from  the  then  existing  Government, 
and  the  invitation  held  out  by  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  Bourbon  Act. 

;  Among  the  titles  recognized  in  the  agreement  oi  compromise  with  Georgia,  there  will  arise  a  few  which  clash, 
viz.  '•  lands  claimed  by  different  persons  under  British  and  Spanish  titles,  who  were  both  settlers  in  the  territory  on 
the  27th  October,  1795."  This  will  be  found  to  have  been  occasioned  by  one  of  two  causes.  "  The  British  pro- 
prietor did  either  not  reside  in  the  territory,  or,  being  present,  had  not  complied  with  the  conditions  of  his  patent  at 
the  time  of  re-granting  by  the  Spanish  Government." 

I  have  endeavored  to  inform  myself  as  to  the  manner  in  which  grants  were  made  and  completed,  under  both  the 
British  and  Spanish  Governments. 

Under  the  British  Government,  grants  were  sometimes  issued  by  the  King  himself,  but  more  frequently  by  his 
representative,  the  Governor  of  West  Florida.  The  former  title  was  conferred  for  some  signal  services  rendered 
by  an  individual;  the  latter  title,  which  was  the  most  usual,  was  obtained  in  the  following  manner:  the  applicant 
for  land  presented  a  petition  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  "West  Florida,  and,  upon  the  petition  being  granted,  an 
order  from  the  Governor  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  province  was  made,  which  was  called  the  warrant  of  sur- 
vey; when  the  survey  was  completed,  and  returned  to  the  Secretary's  office,  the  patent  issued,  it  frequently  happen- 
ed, that  by  delay  in  the  office,  occasioned  by  various  circumstances,  and  in  some  mstances,  by  reason  of  the  Spanish 
conquest  of  Florida,  those  persons  who  had  obtained  warrants,  and  paid  the  price  of  surveying,  never  acquired  a 
complete  patent.     I  have  procured  a  copy  of  a  British  patent,  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  marked  (A  1.) 

The  manner  of  obtaining  titles  under  the  Spanish  Government,  was  similar  to  the  last  mode  of  British  grant. 
The  applicant  for  land  applied  by  petition  to  the  Spanish  Governor  General  of  Louisiana,  or  the  Governor  at  Natchez. 
If  the  petition  was  granted,  an  order  in  writing  was  given  to  the  Surveyor  General  (which  was  called  the  warrant) 
to  survey  and  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  a  certain  quantity  of  land  (which  was  named.) 

On  the  return  of  the  survey  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  for  the  province  of  Louisiana,  at  Orleans,  a  formal 
patent,  with  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  prefixed,  was  issued  and  signed  by  the  Governor  General  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana.  In  this  case,  also,  delay  in  the  intermediate  steps  sometimes  prevented  persons  who  had  pro- 
cured warrants  of  survey,  and  were  in  complete  possession  of  the  land,  from  obtainmg  perfect  patents.  A  copy  of 
a  petition,  warrant  of  survey,  and  Spanish  patent,  arc  herewith  enclosed,  marked  (A  2.) 

I  will  now  proceed  to  notice  other  claims  not  recognized  in  the  agreement  of  compromise,  but  concerning  which 
you  request  information. 

Xst.  "  With  respect  to  the  claims  grounded  on  the  alleged  grants  of  Georgia,  subsequent  to  the  Bourbon  act." 
I  cannot  learn  that  any  tract  of  land  is  now  occupied  by  any  of  those  purchasers,  or  by  persons  claiming  under 
them.  A  copy  of  an  original  letter  upon  the  subject  of  the  Georgia  sale,  dated  at  Boston,  October  1st,  1799,  signed 
by  several  persons  styling  themselves  "  agents  for  the  proprietors  of  Georgia  lands,"  addressed  to  some  respectable 
citizens  in  this  territory,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  was  returned  thereto,  are  herewith  enclosed,  mark- 
ed (A  3,  and  A  4.) 

2d.  "Claims,  if  any,  derived  under  the  French  Government,  previous  to  the  peace  of  1763." 
No  title  arising  from  this  source  has  been  filed,  and  I  have  it  from  good  authority,  that  no  claim  on  the  part  9f  the 
ancient  French  proprietors  ever  appeared,  during  the  existence  of  the  British  or  Spanish  Government  in  this  territory. 
"  The  frequent  contest  between  the  French  and  the  Natchez  aborigines  caused  the  former  to  abandon  their  agricul- 
tural possessions  in  this  quarter  of  Louisiana,  long  before  the  peace  of  1763." 

3d.  "  Claims  derived  under  the  British  and  Spanish  Governments  previous  to  the  treaty  of  1795,  unaccompanied 
by  actual  settlement  at  the  date  of  the  treaty. " 

No  claims  of  this  description  have  been  filed,  nor  is  it  probable  there  are  many  such  of  Spanish  origin.  But  it  is 
a  matter  of  great  notoriety,  that  British  claims  of  this  species  are  numerous;  by  tar  the  greater  part  of  the  valuable 
improvements  and  plantations  is  made  upon  lands  heretofore  granted  by  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida, 
but  which  were  re-granted  by  the  Spanish  Government. 

It  may  be  proper  in  this  place  to  state  that  the  time  allowed  by  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  for  British  subjects  to 
sell,  convey,  or  settle  their  lands,  was  prolonged  by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  that  two  or  three  years  beyond  the 
term  granted  by  the  treaty  had  elapsed,  before  the  Spanish  Government  commenced  re-granting  of  lands  which  had 
formerly  belonged  to  British  subjects. 

Claims  derived  under  the  Spanish  Government  by  grants  made  subsequent  to  the  Spanish  treaty  of  1795. 
These  may  be  distinguished  into  three  classes. 

1st.  When  patents  were  issued  subsequent  to  the  treaty,  on  Spanish  warrants  of  survey  made  previous  to  the 
treaty. 

2d.  When  the  warrants  as  well  as  the  patents  were  subsequent  to  the  treaty. 

3d.  When  both  warrants  and  patents  were  indeed  subsequent  to  the  treaty,  but  both  antedated,  so  as  to  make 
them  iippear  prior  to  the  treaty. 

I.  When  patents  were  issued  subsequent  to  the  treaty,  on  Spanish  warrants  of  survey,  granted  previous  to  the 
treaty. 

I  have  understood  that  many  patents  of  this  description  were  issued,  although  few  have  been  filed;  warrants  had. 
in  many  instances,  been  obtained  from  the  Spanish  Government,  accompanied  with  an  actual  survey  and  settlement, 
which,  agreeable  to  the  Spanish  customs,  were  recognized  as  good  titles,  even  before  the  patents  issued. 

Claimants  in  this  situation  were  often  not  anxious  about  obtaining  patents,  which  could  at  any  time  be  procured 
as  a  matter  of  course.  Hence  it  happened,  that  the  treaty  caught  many  in  the  possession  of  those  incomplete  rights. 
Some  persons  thought  it  advisable  to  obtain  patents  from  the  Spanish  office,  which  continued  open  after  the  treaty. 
But  others,  conceiving  such  patents  as  conferring  no  additional  security,  trusted  entirely  to  the  justice  and  liberality 
of  the  United  States,  to  make  valid  in  law  what  they  considered  a  perfect  equitable  title. 

II.  "  Where  the  warrants  of  survey,  as  well  as  the  patents,  were  subsequent  to  the  treaty."  Of  this  description, 
four  or  five  only  have  been  returned;  but  others  certainly  exist  Some  men  in  favor  with  the  Spanish  officers,  and 
trusting  to  the  temporary  continuance  of  the  Spanish  Courts  and  Government,  acquiesced  in  by  the  people,  and 
Commissioner  Ellicot  and  Lieutenant  Pope,  the  only  representatives  of  the  United  States  then  present,  received 
titles  for  lands,  which  were  dated  agreeably  to  the  true  time  of  obtaining  them.  The  number  of  these  claims  is  un- 
certain, but  said  not  to  be  numerous. 

III.  "  When  warrants  and  patents  were  indeed  subsequent  to  the  treaty,  but  both  antedated,  so  as  to  make  them 
appear  previous  to  the  treaty." 

Although  no  claims  of  this  kind  have  (to  my  knowledge)  been  filed,  yet  no  doubt  is  cntertamed  here  of  their 
ex:istence.  They  are  reported  to  be  of  great  extent,  and  are  supposed  to  cover  much  valuable  land  near  the  settle- 
ments. 

5th.  "  Claims  founded  on  the  third  section  of  the  Bourbon  county  act." 

Many  citizens,  who,  subsequent  to  1795,  have  settled  and  improved  vacant  lands,  suppose  that  under  this  third 
section,  they  will  be  entitled  to  a  right  of  preference,  when  a  land  office  may  be  opened.  The  Bourbon  act  was 
repealed  by  Georgia,  in  February,  1788,  but,  from  the  little  intercourse  between  that  State  and  this  territory,  it  is 
probable  the  repealing  law  was  but  partially  known;  and  that  some  citizens  might  have  made  their  improvements 
under  the  invitation  given  them  in  the  Bourbon  act. 

With  respect  to  the  "  aggregate  quantity  of  land  covered  by  claims  under  the  second  article  of  compromise,  and 
of  the  like  aggregate  of  other  claims,"  it  is  impossible  fur  me  to  form  accurate  estimates;  but  from  the  best  lights  I 
can  procure,  I  do  suppose  there  cannot  be  more  than  tlnee  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  on  the  Mississippi, 
covered  by  claims  justly  falling  under  the  second  article  of  the  compromise.    As  to  the  extent  of  private  claims  on 
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the  Mobile,  I  can  hazard  no  opinion  until  the  returns  from  Washington  county  are  received.  It,  however,  is  under 
stood,  that  besides  a  large  tract  of  pine  barrens,  there  is  some  valuable  lands  which  remain  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
United  States. 

In  order  that  you  may  be  more  fully  informed  as  to  the  true  state  of  land  claims  in  this  territory,  I  have  forwarded 
all  the  returns  which  have  been  made  and  received,  carefully  filed  under  their  different  classes;  among  them  you 
will  discover  some  claims  which  cannot,  strictly  considered,  be  comprehended  under  any  of  the  descriptions  you 
have  enumerated. 

The  titles,  for  instance,  by  Spanish  warrants  of  survey,  and  possession  without  patents,  may  be  viewed  of  this 
kind.  But,  permit  me  to  remark  that  this  species  of  title  is  esteemed  here  as  very  strong,  in  an  equitable  point  of 
-view;  and  I  am  well  informed  they  were  viewed  as  legal  under  the  Spanish  Government,  and,  by  custom,  the  pro- 
prietor was  authorized  to  sell  after  three  years  occupancy. 

It  will  not  have  escaped  your  observation,  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  present  population  in  this  territory  is 
composed  of  citizens  wiio  have  formed  settlements  upon  vacant  lands. 

The  heads  of  families  of  this  description,  in  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Adams,  Wilkinson,  and  Claiborne,  exceed 
seven  hundred,  and  their  wives  and  children  amount  to  near  three  thousand- 

I  do  sincerely  hope  that  these  citizens  may  be  secured  in  their  improvements,  and  that  the  Government  will  sell 
out  tlie  vacant  land  in  this  district  upon  moderate  terms,  and  in  small  tracts,  to  actual  settlers.  If  this  policy  is  not 
observed,  much  distress  will  attend  many  of  the  settlers,  and  the  certain  eft'ect  will  be  their  leaving  the  territory  in 
disgust,  to  become  subjects  in  a  country  where  heretofore  the  most  flattering  invitations  have  been  offered  to  the 
poorer  class  of  industrious  citizens,  by  bestowing  upon  every  applicant,  without  price,  portions  of  the  richest  land, 
proportioned  to  the  extent  of  their  families-  (f)  The  present  farms  of  these  settlers  would  then  probably  fall  into 
the  hands  of  rich  speculators,  either  in  this  district  or  from  the  United  States. 

Thus  we  may  lose  a  considerable  portion  of  our  present  population,  and  the  further  increase  of  our  numbers  be 
retarded,  by  the  best  and  most  convenient  spots  being  monopolized  by  men  possessing  large  tracts  of  unoccupied 
lands.  The  consequence  would  be,  that  this,  the  most  distant  and  infant  settlement  ot  the  United  States,  at  pre- 
sent insulated  and  defenceless,  would  be  rendered  more  weak  and  defenceless  by  the  banishment  of  the  poorer  class 
of  white  citizens,  and  the  introduction  of  a  few  wealthy  characters,  with  a  large  increase  of  negroes;  a  description 
of  inhabitants  already  formidable  to  our  present  population. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

WILLIAM  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 

(a)  I  have  not  received  a  return  of  the  claims  which  have  been  filed  in  Washington  county. 

{g)  Claims  have  been  filed  by  persons  who  were  actual  settlers  within  the  ceded  territory,  on  the  27th  October, 
1795,  under  British  patents,  for  fifty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres;  and  under  Spanish  patents, 
for  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  four  hundred  and  six  acres;  which  patents  were  legally  and  fully  executed 
prior  to  that  period. 

Claims  of  the  following  descriptions  have  also  been  filed,  viz. 

Claims  under  Spanish  patents,  dated  subsequent  to  the  27th  October,  1795,  by  persons  who  were  settlers  at  that 
period,  for  eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 

Claims  under  British  warrants  without  patents,  by  persons  who  were  settlers  on  the  27th  October,  1795,  for  ten 
thousand  nine  hundred  acres. 

Claims  under  Spanish  warrants  of  survey  and  possession,  by  persons  who  were  actual  settlers  on  the  27th  Octo- 
ber, 1795,  for  twenty -one  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  acres. 

For  these  claims  see  packet  D. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  heads  of  families,  who,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  were  settled  upon 
vacant  lands,  and  now  claim  a  right  by  occupancy  under  the  Bourbon  act. 

There  are  also  about  seven  hundred  heads  of  families  who,  subsequent  to  1795,  have  settled  upon  vacant  lands, 
and  made  considerable  improvements. 

(/-)  Should  the  contemplated  change  in  the  masters  of  Louisiana  take  place,  it  is  not  improbable  but  our  new 
neighbors,  with  a  large  extent  of  vacant  country  to  settle,  may  also  offer  great  encouragement  to  emigrants. 

A.  1. 
West  Florida,  ss. 

George  the  TJiird,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Btfender  of  the  Faith,  and 
so  forth,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  That  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant  unto  Daniel  Clark,  Esquire,  a  reduced  captain 
in  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  tract  of  land  situated  three  miles  south  of  Pan- 
mure,  at  the  Natchez,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Catherine's  creek,  and  is  bound- 
ed on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plat  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General 
of  lands,  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  three  thousand  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  in  and  by  the  further  certificate, 
hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  General  of  Lands  in  our  said  province,  may  more 
fully  and  at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  under-woods,  timber  and  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings, 
waters,  water  courses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in 
atiywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fishing,  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all 
mines  and  minerals:  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver.  To  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Daniel 
Clark,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  lieirs  and  suc- 
cessors, or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to 
receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  half-penny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year-  The  first 
payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years 
from  the  date  thereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  of  the  said  feast,  annually:  Provided,  always,  and  the  said  grant  is 
upon  condition,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  and  do  within  three  years  after 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  ten  years,  as  aforesaid,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land,  hereby  granted,  clear 
and  cultivate  three  acres  at  least  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous, 
or  else  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such 
shall  be  contained  therein;  and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep,  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof 
accounted  barren,  three  neat  cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully 
cleared  and  improved;  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  cultivation,  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  without  manuring  and  improving  the  same,  if  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall, 
within  three  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  ten  years,  as  aforesaid,  erect,  on  some  part  of  the  said  land,  one 
good  dwelling  house,  to  contain,  at  least,  twenty  feet  in  length,  sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the 
number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty  acres  therein  contained;  or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the 
said  tract  of  land,  that  is  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit  for  culture  or  pasture,  shall,  and  do,  within  three  years,  as 
aforesaid,  alter  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  employ  therein,  and  continue  to  work  three  years  then  next  ensuing, 
in  digging  any  mine,  quarry,  or  draining  any  sunken  or  swampy  grounds,  it  shall  Ije  accounted  sufficient  cultivation 
and  improvement:  Provided,  also,  That  every  three  acres  which  shall  be  cleared,  and  worked  or  cleared,  and 
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drained  as  aforesaid,  shall  further  be  accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save 
forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of  land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted;  and  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  and  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine, 
in  proportion  to  such  cultivation  and  improvements  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps, 
sunken  grounds,  or  marshes,  therein  contained:  Provided,  also.  That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Re- 
gister's office  of  this  province  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof;  and  also  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered 
in  the  Auditor's  office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided,  al- 
ways. That  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated, 
ancl  improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may 
make  proof  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the 
county  district  or  precinct  where  the  said  land  lietli,  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  office,  and  there 
entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  any  trial,  to  prove  the 
seating  and  planting  of  said  land:  Provided,  ahvays,  nevertheless.  That  if  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs, do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with,  and  fulfil  the  respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  set  forth  for 
the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof:  or  if  the  said 
Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our 
quit  rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-  rent  of  one  half-penny  sterling  per 
acre  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  annually  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant, 
that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  con- 
trary, notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  fully  and  absolutely  as  if  the  same  had  never 
been  granted.  Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida.  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved 
Montiort  Browne,  Esq.  our  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province.  At 
Pensacola,  the  fifteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  and 
in  the  eighth  year  of  our  reign. 

MONTFORT  BROWNE. 

Secretary's  Office. 
Certified  by  Daniel  Clark,  B.  S. 

Pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  His  Honor  Montfort  Browne,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in- 
chief,  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  said  province,  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  25th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1767, 
I  have  caused  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  unto  Daniel  Clark,  Esquire,  a  reduced  officer  in  the  Pennsylvania  troops, 
a  plantation  or  tract  of  land  containing  three  thousand  acres,  situated  three  miles  south  of  Fort  Panmure,  at  the 
Natchez,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Catherine's  creek,  and  is  bounded  on  all 
sides  by  vacant  land,  and  hath  such  marks,  both  natural  and'artificial,  as  are  truly  represented  in  the  plat  annexed. 
Certified  this  38th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1767,  by 

ELIAS  DUNFORD,  Surveyor  General. 

A.  2. 

To  THE  Governor: 

L  Charles  Howard,  resident  in  this  district,  with  due  respect,  present  myself  before  your  worship,  and  say 
that,  desiring  to  settle  a  plantation  in  order  to  reside  thereon,  and  labor  to  support  ray  wife  and  five  children:  may 
it  please  your  worship  to  grant  me,  for  this  end,  a  piece  of  land  situated  on  Fairchild's  creek,  adjoining  lands  of  John 
Jones,  it  being  vacant  and  causing  no  prejudice  to  any  of  the  adjoining  neighbors. 
A  favor  which  I  expect  from  the  distributive  justice  which  you  administer. 


Natchez,  August  28, 1794. 


To  THE  Governor  General: 

I  consider  this  petitioner  entitled  to  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 


CHARLES  HOWARD. 

Natchez,  January  28,  1795. 

MANUEL  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

New  Orleans,  February  24,  1795. 

The  Surveyor  General,  or  particular  nominated  by  him,  will  establish  this  petitioner  on  four  hundred  square 
acres  of  land  in  the  place  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  petition,  being  vacant  and  in  no  wise  causing  prejudice  to  the 
adjoining  neighbors,  with  the  express  condition,  to  make  the  road  and  a  regular  clearance  within  the  peremptory  term 
of  one  year;  and  this  grant  to  be  null,  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  be  not  settled; 
nor  shall  he  be  enabled  to  alienate  it  within  the  same.  Under  which  supposition  he  may  make  a  survey  thereof,  and 
return  it  to  me,  to  furnish  the  party  interested  with  a  corresponding  title  in  form. 

F.  L.  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 


Dn.  Charles  Trudeau,  Royal  and  Particular  Surveyor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  ^c. 

I  certify,  that  there  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  favor,  and  in  the  presence  of  Ebenezer  Dayton,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  both  the  adjoining  neighbors,  a  tract  of  land  of  four  hundred  superficial  acres,  measured  with  the  pole 
of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  feet.  King's  measure,  in  length,  each  acre  forming  a  square  of  ten  poles  on  each  side, 
conformable  to  the  use  and  practice  of  this  colony,  which  tract  of  land  is  situated  in  the  district  of  Natchez,  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  Homochitto,  about  sixteen  miles  to  the  southeast  of  the  fort;  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  land 
of  William  Henderson;  on  the  other  side  by  Nathan  Swayzie;  and  on  another  by  vacant  land  of  His  Majesty's  do- 
main; the  lirnits  fixed  agreeably  to  the  lines  in  the  plan,  without  paying  attention  to  the  variation,  varying  east  eight 
degrees  to  the  northeast,  in  whicli  limits  the  trees  and  land  mark,  figured  in  the  plan  were  marked  for  boundaries, 
in  the  actual  survey  thereof,  conformably  to  the  decree  of  the  Governor  General,  &c.  dated  the  24th  day  of  January, 
1789.  In  testimony  of  the  foregoing  declaration,  I  give  the  present  certificate,  with  the  figurative  plan  annexed, 
drawn  agreeably  to  the  survey  made  by  Mr.  William  Dunbar,  Deputy  Surveyor,  dated  the  31st  of  December  last. 


April  6,  1791. 

Given  for  a  second  expedition,  the  28th  day  of  May,  1793, 


CHARLES  TRUDEAU,  Surveyor  Royal. 


Dn.  Francis  Luis  Hector  Baron  Carondelet,  Knight  of  the  Religion  of  St.  John,  Colonel  of  the  Royal  Annies, 
Governor,  Intendant  General,  Royal  Vice  Patron  of  the  provinces  ot  Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  and  Inspector  of 
the  veteran  troops  and  militia  of  the  same.  &c.  examined  the  foregoing  actual  survey  made  by  the  surveyor  of  this 
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province,  Dn.  Charles  Trudeau,  on  the  possession  which  he  has  given  to  Ebenezer  Dayton  of  the  quantity  of  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  situated  in  the  district  of  Natchez,  on  the  south  bank,  of  the  river  Homochitto,  about  sixteen 
miles  to  the  southeast  of  the  fort:  bounded  on  the  one  side  by  lands  of  William  Henderson;  on  another  by  those  of 
Nathan  Swayzie;  and  on  another  by  vacant  lands  of  His  Majesty's  domain,  as  is  more  fully  shown  in  the  preceding 
figurative  plan;  and  finding  it  to  be  conformed  to  the  rules  of  mensuration,  and  to  the  grants  of  the  aforementioneii 
adjoining  neighbors,  without  causing  them  any  prejudice,  nor  having  made  any  opposition,  but  given  their  consent, 
which  their  assisting  in  the  same  operations  proves,  allowing  them,  we  also  do  allow  them;  using  the  power  which 
the  King  has  given  us,  we  grant  in  his  royal  name  to  the  aforenamed  Ebenezer  Dayton,  the  aforesaid  four  hun- 
dred superficial  acres  of  land,  that  as  his  own  property  he  may  dispose  of  them,  and  the  profits  thereof,  being  go- 
verned by  the  said  survey,  and  observing  the  conditions  provided  and  the  regulations  thereunto  added. 

We  grant  the  present,  signed  with  our  hand,  and  sealed  with  our  arras,  and  countersigned  by  the  under- 
written. His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  tliis  Government  and  Intendancy,  at  New  Orleans,  the  29th  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 


By  order  of  his  Lordship, 

B. 


F.  L.  BARON  DE  CARONDELET,  [l.  s.] 
Andrez  Lopez  Armesto. 

Washington,  November  24,  1802. 


The  undersigned  respectfully  presents  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  appointed  under  an  act  of 
Congress  to  settle  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  of  individuals  to  the  territory  commonly  called  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  the  representation  of  John  Miller,  Jr.,  Thomas  W.  Francis,  Henry  Pratt,  John  Ashley,  and 
Jacob  Baker,  trustees  of  James  Greenleaf,  and  of  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Samuel  Bennet,  and  Thomas  Stretch,  attor- 
neys for  Hugh  Rose  and  Valentine  Jones:  he  begs  leave  to  inform  the  commissioners  that  he  shall  remain  here  some 
time,  in  order  to  give  any  explanations  that  may  be  necessary. 

The  documents  marked  A.  Nos.  1  to  4,  represent  the  title  of  James  Greenleaf 's  trustees  to  two  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  Georgia  Company,  to  wit: 

A.  No.  1.  Memorial  of  Henry  Pratt,  Thomas  W.  Francis,  John  Miller,  Jr.,  John  Ashley,  and  Jacob  Baker. 

2.  Copy  of  the  deed  of  conveyance  from  the  grantees  of  the  Georgia  Company  to  James  Greenleaf. 

3.  Deed  of  trust  to  George  Simpson. 

4.  Deed  in  trust,  George  Sirapsom  to  Henry  Pratt,  Thomas  W.  Francis,  John  Miller,  Jr. ,  John  Ashley,  and 

Jacob  Baker. 
The  documents  marked  B.  Nos.  1  to  15,  represent  the  title  of  Hugh  Rose  and  Valentine  Jones,  to  land  within 
the  Georgia  Companes'  purchase,  and  Upper  Mississippi  Companey's,  to  wit: 

B.  No.  1.  Memorial,  Samuel  Bennet,  Thomas  Stretch,  and  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  attorneys  to  Hugh  Rose  and 

Valentine  Jones. 

2.  Power  of  attorney,  Hugh  Rose  to  Samuel  Bennet. 

3.  Power  of  attorney,  Valentine  Jones  to  Thomas  Stretch  and  Thomas  Fitzsimons. 

4.  Notarial  copy  of  the  grant  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Georgia  Company. 

B.  No.  5.  Ditto  of  the  conveyance  Mw.  McAllister  to  Wade  Hampton  of  his  remaining  interest. 

6.  Ditto  of  the  conveyance,  J.  Walburger  to  James  Gunn  and  Wade  Hampton. 

7.  Ditto  of  Zach.  Cox  to  James  Gunn. 

8.  Ditto  George  Walker  and  W.  Longstreet,  to  James  Gunn  and  Wade  Hampton. 

9.  Articles  of  agreement  between  the  grantees  of  the  Georgia  Company,  to  which  is  annexed  a  list  of  sun- 

dry conveyances,  &c. 

10.  Copy  of  conveyance,  James  Gunn  and  Wade  Hampton,  to  Hugh  Rose,  for  one  half  of  a  tract  of  land 

therein  described,  the  half  to  contain  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  acres. 

11.  James  Warrington's  conveyance  to  Hugh  Rose,  for  one-twelfth  and  one-fifth  of  one-twelfth  of  the  Upper 

Mississippi  Company. 

12.  Lease,  Rose  to  Jones. 

13.  Release,  same  to  same. 

14.  Articles  of  agreement,  Wade  Hampton  and  Hugh  Rose. 

15.  Articles  of  agreement,  James  Gunn,  Hugh  Rose. 

Note. — Hugh  Rose's  conveyance  to  Valentine  Jones  is  in  England,  but  expected  daily. 

GEO.  SIBBALD. 
Hon.  James  Madisox, 

Albert  Gallatin, 

Levi  Lincoln,  Esquires. 

B.  No.  1. 

To  the  Honorable  James  Madison,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Esquires,  Commissioners  on  the  pari 
of  the  United  Slates,  for  treating  with  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  4'C.  4"C- 

The  subscribers,  attorneys  to  Hugh  Rose  and  Valentine  Jones,  Esquires,  of  Great  Britain,  respectfully  represent: 
That,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  on  the  7th  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1795,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  for  appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated 
territory  of  this  State,  for  the  payment  of  the  State  troops,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  declaring 
the  right  of  this  State  to  the  unappropriated  territory  thereof,  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the  frontiers  of  this 
State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned."  George  Matthews,  then  Governor  ot  the  State,  under  the  great 
seal  of  the  same,  did,  on  the  13th  day  of  January  of  the  same  year,  giveand  grant  unto  James  Gunn,  Matthew  ftp Al- 
lister,  and  George  A\'alker,  and  their  associates,  called  the  Georgia  Company,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  a 
certain  tract  of  country  described  in  the  deed,  an  exemplified  copy  of  which  is  deposited  in  the  olfice  of  your  honors, 
and  by  one  other  deed  under  the  great  seal  of  the  same  State,  did,  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1795,  grant  unto  John 
B.  Scott,  John  C.  Nightingale,  and  Wade  Hampton,  under  the  style  and  title  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  one 
other  tract  of  land  described  in  the  deed  likewise  deposited  in  your  office. 

That  Wade  Hampton,  being  one  of  the  associates  in  the  said  Georgia  Company,  and  James  Gunn,  one  of  the  gran- 
tees under  them,  stood  seized  as  tenants  in  common,  in  fee  simple,  of  the  following  described  tract;  (being  part  of  that 
granted  to  the  Georgia  Company)  that  is  to  say,  beginning  on  the  river  Mississippi,  where  the  latitude  of  33°  20'  nortli 
of  the  equator  intersects  the  same  therein,  running  a  due  east  course  (by  lands  conveyed  by  the  said  Georgia  Com- 
pany to  James  Greenleaf)  to  the  main  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  said  river,  to  where  the  parallel  of  latitude 
33°  20*  intersects  the  said  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  a  due  west  course,  along  the  said  parallel,  being  the  distance  of 
twenty-four  British  statute  miles  as  aforesaid,  north  of  the  latitude  of  33°  20',  to  the  river  Mississippi;  thence,  down 
the  Mississippi,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

That  the  said  Wade  Hampton,  standing  seized  of  the  one  equal  moiety  thereof,  and  James  Gunn  of  the  other  half, 
the  said  Wade  Hampton  and  James  Gunn,  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1797,  sold  to  Hugh  Rose,  then  in  Philadel- 
phia, one  full,  equal,  and  undivided  moiety  of  their  respective  shares,  and  interest  in  the  last  described  tract  (except 
one-tenth  of  the  whole)  which  moiety  should  contain  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  acres,  and  for  which  full 
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payment  and  satisfaction  was  made,  as,  by  the  deeds  and  contracts  accompanying  this  memorial,  will  more  fully 
appear. 

That  John  B.  Scott  being  one  of  the  grantees  in  the  Upper  MississippiCompany,  did,  on  the  16th  day  of  January, 
1795,  transfer  and  assign  over  to  Wade  Hampton,  his  heirs  and  assignsforever,  all  the  rigiit,  title,  interest,  and  benefit 
which  he,  the  said  John  B.  Scott,  as  grantee  or  otherwise,  had  or  did  hold  in  the  said  Mississippi  Company,  being 
seven  twenty-fifth  parts  thereof;  and  John  C.  Nightingale,  by  indenture,  bearing  date  the  17th  day  of  January  in  the 
same  year,  did  sell  and  convey  to  the  said  Wade  Hampton,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  his  right,  title,  and 
interest,  which  he,  as  grantee,  or  otherwise,  held  in  the  said  Mississippi  Company, being  nine  twenty-fifth  parts  thereof, 
by  which  the  whole  territory  or  tract  of  country  granted  to  the  said  Mississippi  Company  was  solely  vested  in  the 
said  Wade  Hampton,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  same  was  by  the  grant  of  the  State, 
vested  in  the  said  John  B.  Scott,  John  C.  Nightingale,  and  Wade  Hampton,  as  trustees,  or  otherwise. 

That  Wade  Hampton,  by  indenture,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  Maich,  1795,  granted  and  sold  to  Adam  Tunno, 
James  Miller,  and  James  VVarrington,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  the  whole  ot  the  said  tract  as  contained  within 
the  original  grant  from  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  said  Mississippi  Company,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  pre- 
emptions appurtenant  thereto.  And  that  James  Warrington  on  the  21st  day  of  February,  1795,  sold  and  conveyed 
to  Hugh  Rose,  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest,  which  he,  the  said  James  Warnngton,  held  in  the  said  Mississippi  Com- 
pany, being  the  one-twelfth  part  and  the  one-fifth  of  one-twelfth,  making  together  one-tenth  thereof,  containing  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres. 

That  Hugh  Rose,  by  indenture,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of  February, ,  conveyed 

to  Valentine  Jones  the  one-half  as  well  of  the  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  acres,  purchased  of  James  Gunn 
and  Wade  Hampton,  (part  of  the  tract  granted  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Georgia  Company)  as  of  the  one- 
twelfib  and  one-fifth  part  of  one-twelfth  of  the  tract  granted  to  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  purchased  of  James 
Warrington;  so  that  the  said  lands  are  now  held  in  equal  and  undividedproportions  between  the  said  Hugh  Rose  and 
Yalentine  Jones,  who  have  never  conveyed  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  nor  have  they 
received  or  authorized  any  other  person  to  receive  any  part  of  the  original  purchase  money  from  the  State  of  Georgia. 
That  the  said  several  tracts  of  land  having  been  lately  ceded  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  your 
memorialists  have  judged  it  necessary  to  lay  this  their  claim  before  your  honors,  with  copies  of  the  several  papers 
therein  referred  to,  the  originals  whereof,  when  called  for,vvill  be  produced,  and  if  it  shall  be  thought  proper  by  the 
United  States  to  grant  a  reasonable  compensation  in  lieu  of  this  their  claim,  they  will  be  ready  to  treat  for  the  same, 
at  such  time,  and  in  such  manner,  as  you  will  be  pleased  to  point  out. 

SAMUEL  BENNETT,  Attorney  to  Hugh  Rose. 

THOMAS  FITZSIMONS,  7    a„„,„^.^  .„  rr    r„,.„ 
THOMAS  STRETCH,     '  ^  'Attorneys  to  V.  Jona. 

B.  No.  9. 

Accompanying  the  preceding  letter,  B.  No.  I. 
State  of  Georgia: 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  upon  this  first  day  of  January,  in  year  of  our  Lord,  1795,  between 
James  Gunn,  Matthew  M'Allister,  George  Walker,  Zachariah  Cox,  Jacob  Waldburger,  AVilliam  Longstreet,  James 
Gunn,  in  trust  for  his  friend  Wade  Hampton,  as  well  for  himself  as  for  William  Stick,  jun. ,  and  Gideon  Denison, 
all  at  present  of  the  town  of  Angusta,  gentlemen.    Whereas,  the  aforesaid  persons  did  form  themselves  into  a  com- 
pany, known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Georgia  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  from  the  said 
State  a  part  of  her  unlocated  Western  territory,  and  on  the  written  application  of  the  aforesaid  James  Gunn,  Mat- 
thew M'Allister,  and  George  Walker,  for  themselves  and  their  associates,  the  beforenamed  personsdid  propose  to 
purchase  from  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  all  that  tract  or  district  of  country  described  as  follows:  all  that 
tract  ur  parcel  of  land,  including  islands,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  the  following  boundaries,  this  is  to  say 
beginning  on  the  Mobile  bay,  where  the  latitude  thirty-one  degrees  north  of  the  equator  intersects  the  same  running 
thence  up  the  said  bay,  to  the  mouth  of  the  lake  Tensaw;  thence,  up  the  said  lake  Tensaw,  to  the  Alabama  river» 
including  Curry's  and  all  other  islands  therein;  thence,  up  the  said  river  Alabama,  to  the  junction  of  the  Cousee  and 
Oakfuskee  rivers;  thence,  up  the  Cousee  river  above  the  big  shoals,  to  where  it  intersects  the  latitude  of  thirty -four 
decrees  north  of  the  equator;  thence,  a  due  west  course  to  the  Mississippi  river;  thence,  down  the  middle  of  the  said 
river  to  the  latitude  thirty-two  degrees  forty  minutes;  thence,  a  due  east  course  to  the  Uen  or  Tombigbee  river; 
thence,  down  the  middle  of  said  river  to  its  junction  with  the.'Alabama  river;  thence,  down  the  middle  of  the  said  river 
to  the  Mobile  bay;  thence,  down  the  said  Mobile  bay,  to  the  place  of  beginning.    And  whereas,  it  has  been  found  ex- 
pedient to  dispose  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  said  lands  to  divers  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  to 
etfect  the  purchase  of  the  same;  and  the  said  parties  have  also  found  it  necessary  to  distribute  to  a  variety  of  citizens 
of  this  Slate  certain  sub-shares  or  quantities  thereof,  in  order  that  the  benefit  of  such  purchase,  if  any  there  be, 
should  be  as  generally  diffused  as  possible;  now  therefore,  it  is  mutually  agreed  upon,  by  and  between  the  said  James 
Gunn,  Matthew  M'Allister,  George  Walker,  Zachariah  Cox,  Jacob  Waldburger,  William  Longstreet,  James  Gunn, 
in  trust  for  his  friend  Wade  Hampton,  as  well  for  himself  as  for  the  said  William  Stick  the  younger,  and  Gideon 
Denison,  and  their  several  and  respective  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  for  the  better  securing  the  remaining 
quantity  of  land,  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  to  the  abovenamed  James  Gunn,  Matthew  M'Allister,  George  Walker, 
Zachariah  Cox,  Jacob  Waldburger,  William  Longstreet,  James  Gunn,  in  trust  for  his  friend  Wade  Hampton,  as 
well  for  himself  as  for  the  said  William  Stick  the  younger,  and  Gideon  Denison,  and  their  respective  representatives, 
as  aforesaid;  they  mutually  agree  with  each  other  for  themselves  and  their  respective  representatives,  m  the  follow- 
ing manner,  that  is  to  say  that  the  said  several  persons  and  their  respective  representatives,  as  aforesaid,  except  the 
said  William  Stick  the  younger,  and  Gideon  Denison,  who  have  transferred  their  respective  shares  to  the  said 
Wade  Hampton,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  equally  entitled  to  all  the  lands  that  may  remain  unappropriated  and 
undisposed  of,  and  also  to  any  surplus  which  now  is,  or  may  hereafter  appear,  to  be  within  the  limits  before  described, 
share  and  share  alike,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants,  and  all  expenses  and  disbursements  which 
have  taken  place,  or  reasonable  charges  which  may  hereafter  accrue  in  carrying  the  disposition  of  the  company  into 
effect,  shall  be  borne  by  the  said  parties  and  their  respective  representatives  equally,  and  the  profits  or  produce  of 
any  sale,  which  shall  be  made  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  by  direction  of  a  inajority  of  said  company,  or  their 
respective  representatives  as  aforesaid,  of  any  part  or  parcel,  or  the  whole  of  said  land,  shall  be  divided  between  the 
company  and  their  respective  representatives,  share  and  share  alike,  as  aforesaid:  and  further,  it  is  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  these  presents,  and  of  the  parties  hereunto  subscribing,  that  the  said  parties  and  their  repective  re- 
presentatives shall  be  equally  benefited  by  the  purchase  of  the  aforesaid  territory,  and  shall  share  in  all  respects  the 
same  advantages  or  disadvantages.    In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  have  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and 
seals  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

JAMES  GUNN,  for  self  and  friend  [l.  s.l 
MATTHEW  M'ALLISTER,  [l.  s.] 

GEORGE  WALKER,  [l.  s.] 

ZACH.  COX,  [l.  s.] 

JACOB  WALDBURGER,  [l.  s.] 

W.  LONGSTREET,  [l.  s.] 

W.   HAMPTON,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 
Joseph  Ware, 
T.  Sumter,  Jr. 
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Whereas,  since  the  execution  of  the  annexed  instrument  of  willing,  the  Legislature,  in  and  by  an  act  passed 
and  dated  at  Augusta,  the  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  present  year  of  our  Lord,  1795,  entitled  An  act  supplementary 
to  an  act  for  appropriating  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of  this  State,  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;  declaring  the  right  of  this  State  to  the  unappropriated  territory  thereof,  for  the 
protection  and  support  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes.  The  land  included  within  the  limits 
described  by  the  annexed  agreement  is  sold  unto  James  Gunn,  Matthew  M'Allister,  and  George  Walker,  and  their 
associates  the  Georgia  Company,  being  the  persons  named  in  the  said  agreement.  Now  we,  the  said  members  of 
the  Georgia  company,  for  us  and  our  respective  representatives,  do  hereby  ratify  by  these  presents,  every  matter 
and  thing  contained'in  said  agreement,  and  do  hereunto  annex  a  sdiediile  or  list  of  persons  whoare  entitled  to  our 
interest  in  said  company,  and  the  quantity  contained  therein,  which  is  the  whole  quantity  of  land  disposed  of  by  the 
said  company,  in  any  manner  or  way  whatever,  and  which  list  forms  a  part  of  this  agreement:  and  it  is  fully  under- 
stood and  agreed  upon  that  the  said  Georgia  Company  do  consist  of  the  following  persons  and  number  of  shares, 
that  is  to  say:  James  Gunn,  one  share  for  himself,  and  another  for  his  friend;  Matthew  M'Allister,  one  share;  George 
Walker,  one  share;  Zachariah  Cox,  one  share;  Jacob  Waldburger,  one  share;  William  Longstreet,  one  share; 
and  Wade  Hampton,  three  shares;  being  ten  equal  parts,  or  original  shares,  and  that  each  shaie  shall  be  entitled  to 
one  vote- 
Witness  our  hands  and  seals,  this  10th  day  of  January,  1795. 

JACOB  WALDBURGER,  [l.  s.T 

iriLLIJlM  LONGSTREET,  \i.  s.T 

W.  HAMPTON,  [l.  s.] 

JAMES  GVNN,  for  self  and  friend,  [l.  s.1 

MAT.  M'ALLISTER,  [l.  s.] 

GEO.  WALKER,  [l.  s.] 

ZACH.  COX,  [l.  s.] 


Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 


Joseph  Ware, 

T.  SUMPTER,  JuN. 


The  Hon.  James  Wilson, 
Mr.  Andrew  M'Credie, 
John  Currie, 
Thomas  Young, 
Joseph  Miller, 
John  Fox, 
Owen  Owens, 
John  M'lver, 
Emanuel  Warbersie, 
Benjamin  Sims, 
George  Ker, 


Shares.     Cash. 


£25,000 
2,000 
2,000 
5,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,000 
1,000 


Acres. 
750,000 
150,000 
150,000 
300,000 
150,000 
150,000 
225,000 
150,000 
150,000 
75,000 
75,000 

112,000 
112,000 
74,000 
74,000 
74,000 
74,000 
74,000 
74,000 
74,000 
74,000 


1.  John  King,  -  -  - 

2.  Ferdinand  O'Neal, 

3.  William  Cautliorn, 

4.  Roger  P-  Saunders,  {iov  Davis  Gresham) 

5.  Robert  Walton,        -  -  - 

6.  Thomas  Wylly, 

7.  Samuel  Wright,     -  -  - 

8.  Joseph  Watts,  (for  Luke  Mann,) 

9.  Henry  Hampton,    - 

10.  Roberts  Thomas,    -  -  - 

11.  Thomas  Napier,  (in  name  of  Rob.  Randolph,)  56,000 
12. 

13.  Roger  Parker  Saunders,         -              -  112,000 

14.  Stephen  Heard,       -             -              -  56,000 

15.  Archibald  Gresham,              -              -  56,000 

16.  Reuben  Wilkinson,                -              -  56,000 

17.  Henry  Gindrat,      -              -              -  56,000 

18.  Benjamin  Sims,  {for  Richard  Warsham,)  74,000 

19.  RosEwell  King,       -              -               -  56,000 

20.  P.  J.  Carnes,  (for  Richard  Games,)     -  74,000 

21.  William  Moubray,                -              -  56,000 

22.  James  Warrington,  (for  William  Harden,)  56,000 

23.  William  T.  Booker,  (for  William  Moore,)    56,000 

24.  Wm-  G.  Gilbert,     -               -               -  56,000 

25.  Philip  Howell,  (for  CWei //owe//,)        -  56,000 

26.  John  Davis,  (one-third  for  self,  and  one  sub- 

share,  and  one-third  for  J.  Walker,)  74,000 

27.  Lachlan  M'Intosh,                -              -  112,000 

28.  Benjamin  Sims,       -              -               -  28,000 

29.  Seaborn  Jones,         -               -               -  112,000 

30.  Richard  Dickenson,               -               -  28,000 

31.  The  Hon.  J.  P.  Carnes,         -              -  112,000 

32.  George  Henning,    -              -               -  28,000 

33.  Benj.  Sims,  (for  Thomas  McCall)        -  112,000 

34.  PhUip  Clayton,        -            .•  -               -  112,000 

35.  James  Clay,  Jr.  (for  himself  and  C.  Wood- 

luft')      -               -               .               -  28,000 

36.  Francis  Tennil,       -               -              -  28,000 

37.  John  Powell,           -              -              -  28,000 

38.  John  Y.  Noell,        -              -              -  28,000 

39.  Charles  Crauford,   -               -               -  28,000 

40.  David  Creswell,       -               -               -  28,000 

41.  William  Triplett,   -               -               -  28,000 

42.  Wm.  T.  Booker,    -               -               -  28,000 

43.  Elijah  Clark,          -               -  56,000 


Mat.  and  James  Johnstone, 

and  James  Robertson, 
Richard  Wayne,     - 
George  Woodruff, 
James  Warrington, 
John  Davis, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carnes, 
R.  (j.  Harper, 


75.  Robert  and  John  Forsyth. 


Shares.     Cash. 


J  1,000 
1,000 

666  66| 
4,000 

200 

178  50 
1.000 


Acres. 

75,000 
75,000 
50,000 
300,000 
56,000 
50,000 
75,000 


3,006,000 

Matthew  Talbott,   - 

28,000 

Arthur  Fort, 

- 

- 

28,000 

Jeremiah  Cuyler,     - 

- 

- 

28,000 

Darold  M'Leod.      - 

- 

- 

28,000 

Edward  Watts, 

- 

37,000 

John  Randolph, 

- 

- 

28,000 

Benj.  Harris,  (for  self  and 

sons. 

) 

- 

28,000 

John  Green, 

. 

- 

28,000 

John  Appling, 

- 

28,000 

John  Foster, 

- 

- 

28,000 

Henry  Hughes, 

- 

. 

37,000 

Jacob  Wood, 

. 

. 

28,000 

John  Cobb, 

. 

28,000 

Robert  Flournoy,    - 

. 

^ 

28,000 

Abraham  Simons, 

- 

- 

28,000 

Brighton  Dawson,  Hugh 
Wm.  Howell,     - 

M'Gehee, 

ant 

- 

- 

28,000 

William  Fitzpatrick,  and  Olivei 

Porter, 

28,000 

Col.  Gamble,  of  Virginia, 

- 

28,000 

Robert  G.  Harper, 

- 

56,000 

William  Poe, 

- 

- 

28,000 

Alexander  M'Millan, 

- 

28,000 

James  Warrington, 

- 

50,000 

Andrew  M'Credie,  (for  Mi 

s.  M'Laws,) 

28,000 

Robert  Raines, 

. 

.. 

28,000 

Thomas  Raiburn, 

56,000 

Thomas  Heard, 

- 

56,000 

William  Urquhart, 

- 

- 

28,000 

Harrison  Musgrove, 

- 

- 

56,000 

Samuel  Jack, 

- 

- 

56,000 

Brig.  Gen.  Glasscock, 

- 

56,000 

John  C.  Nightingale. 

- 

56,000 

6,700,000 
28,000 


6,-28,000 
One  million  reserved  by  law,  to  be  subscribed 

by  the  citizens.  -  -  -    1,000,000 


7,728,000 
88,000 


John  Clark. 


7,756,000 


James  Moss  and  John  Talbot. 
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NOTE    BV   THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

The  persons  designated  as  money  sharers  do  not  appear  to  have  all  become  associates.  Exclusively  of  the  land 
assigned  to  James  Wilson,  the  persons  in  whose  name  a  deed  was  made  by  the  Company  on  account  of  that  advance 
n  money,  were: 


Number  of  Shares. 

Number  of  Shares 

Thomas  Young, 

- 

6 

Emanuel  Wambersie, 

.2 

Joseph  Miller,    - 

- 

2 

John  M'lver,      - 

2 

Benjamin  Sims, 

- 

1     • 

John  Fox, 

2 

Owen  Owen, 

- 

3 

Richard  Wayne, 

1 

Andrew  M'Credie, 

. 

2 

George  Ker, 

2 

John  Currie, 

- 

2 

All  of  which,  the  nine  first  shares  excepted,  have  been  surrendered,  and  the  purchase  money  drawn  from  the 
treasury  by  the  parties. 

The  names  of  the  sub-sharers  who  were  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  voted  in  favor  of  the  law,  are  printed 
in  italics.    Numbers  11  and  13  were  members,  but  did  not  vote  on  the  law. 

C. 
FORM  OF  A  SUB-SHARE. 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA:  No.  37.  . 

We,  the  grantees  of  the  Georgia  Company,  do  hereby  certify  that  John  Powell,  Esq.  of  the  aforesaid  State? 
holds  to  himself,  his  executors  and  administrators,  one-half  of  a  sub-share,  containing  twenty-eight  thousand  acres? 
in  this  company,  he  paying  the  sum  of  two  cents  and  one-third  per  acre,  to  the  said  grantees,  or  their  agent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  7th  day  of  August  next;  otherwise  the  said  land  shall  become  forfeited  to  the  company,  and  this  certificate 
void,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  said  company:  and  we  do  further  certify  that,  so  soon  as  the 
mortgage  on  the  lands  contained  in  this  company's  purchase  from  the  said  State,  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  the 
said  John  Powell  shall,  upon  returning  this  certificate  to  the  company,  receive  from  them  a  certificate  of  a  ne- 
gotiable nature. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  Augusta,  tlie  9th  day  of  January,  1795. 

JAMES  GUNN, 

MATTHEW  McAllister, 

GEORGE  WALKER. 

Attest, 

W.  URquHART,  Assistant  Secretary,  Georgia  Company. 

Received,  Augusta,  24th  July,  1795,  six  hundred  and  fifty -three  dollars  and  thirty-three  and  one-half  cents, 
being  the  purchase  money  on  the  above. 

W'.  URQUHART,  Assistant  Secretary. 
.  (Endorsed  on  the  back,  Johit  Poweii..) 

D. 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA: 

We,  Zachariah  Cox  and  Matthias  Maher,  under  the  firm  of  the  Tennessee  Company,  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  aforesaid,  passed  at  Augusta,  the  7th  day  of  January,  1795,  vesting  in  us  all  that  tract  of  ter- 
ritory, includingislands,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  the  following  boundary  lines,  that  is  to  say:  "  Beginning 
at  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek,  on  the  soutli  side  of  the  Tennessee  river;  thence,  up  the  said  creek,  to  the  most  southern 
source  thereof;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  latitude  of  34°  10'  north  of  the  equator;  thence,  a  due  east  course,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles;  thence,  a  due  north  course,  to  the  Great  Tennessee  river;  thence  up  the  middle  of  said  river, 
to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  this  State;  thence,  a  due  west  course,  along  the  said  line,  to  where  it  intersects  the 
Great  Tennessee  river,  below  the  Mussel  shoals;  thence,  up  the  said  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

We  have  agreed  between  ourselves  to  let  sundry  persons  have  part  of  the  said  territory,  as  will  appear  by  cer- 
tificates issued  by  us,  and  quoted  in  the  following  words,  that  is  to  say: 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA:  No.  — . 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  aforesaid,  passed  at  Augusta,  on  the  7th  day  of  January, 
1795,  vesting  in  the  subscribers  a  certain  tract  of  territory  of  the  said  State,  lying  on  the  great  bend  of  the  river  Ten- 
nessee, as  fully  described  by  the  said  act.    We  hereby  certify,  that ,  or  his  assigns,  is  entitled  to  the  one 

four  hundred  and  twentieth  part  of  the  said  territory:  Provided,  the  sum  of  the  one  four  hundred  and  twentieth  part  of 

the  full  purchase  money  for  said  territory  is  paid  unto ,  or  his  agent,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  August 

next  ensuing,  when  a  deed  of  conveyance  will  be  issued,  in  lieu  of  this  certificate,  to  the  said ,  or  his  as- 
signs, conformably  to  the  said  act.     And  in  case  the  said ,  or  his  assigns,  should  fail  in  paying  the  sum 

above  specified,  then  this  certificate  is  declared  by  the  subscribers  to  be  null  and  void. 

Dated  at  Augusta,  this day  of  — —,  1795.  Z.  C. 

M.  M. 
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Names  of  persons  to  whom  certificates  of  shares  are  issued,  viz: 


Date. 


1795. 
Jan.  9. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Jan.  10. 
Do. 
Do.' 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Lachlan  M'lntosh, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Ferdinand  O'Neal, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Roger  P.  Saunders, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Benjamin  Sims,  for 
Richard  Worsham, 
Roswell  King, 

Do. 
John  Z.  L.  M.  Maxwell. 

Do. 
Thomas  Wylly, 

Do. 
Samuel  Wright, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
John  King, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Isaac  Walker, 

Do. 
Richard  Carnes, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Joseph  Farbrough, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Benjamin  Porter, 

Do. 
Robert  Reins, 

Do. 
William  Poe, 

Do. 

Do. 
John  Thomas, 

Do. 
Benajah  Smith, 
Thomas  Napier, 

Do. 
Robert  Flournoy, 

Do. 
Reuben  de  Jernatte, 

Do. 
Wade  Hampton,  for 
Jarrad  Banks, 

Do. 

Do. 
Charles  Crawford, 
Laird  M.  Harris, 
James  Warrington, 

Do. 
Archibald  Gresham, 

Do. 
Davies  Gresham, 

Do. 

Wm.  Poe, 

Do. 

Arthur  Ford, 

Do. 


No. 

Agents. 

Date. 

Names. 

No, 

Agents. 

1795. 

1 

M.  Maher. 

Jan.  10. 

Wm.  Fitzpatrick, 

71 

M.  Maher. 

2 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

73 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

Do. 

Joseph  Philips, 

73 

Do. 

4 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

74 

Do. 

5 

Do. 

Do. 

James  Scarlet, 

75 

Zach.  Cox. 

6 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

76 

Do. 

7 

Do. 

Do. 

Francis  Willis, 

77 

M.  Maher. 

8 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

78 

Do. 

9 

Do. 

Do. 

Bedtird  Brown, 

79 

Zach.  Cox. 

10 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

80 

Do. 

11 

Do. 

Do. 

John  Clark, 

81 

Do. 

12 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

82 

Do. 

13 

Do. 

Do. 

Elijah  Clark,  . 

83 

Do. 

U 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

84 

Do. 

15 

Do. 

Do. 

Samuel  H.  Marlow, 

85 

M.  Maher. 

16 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

86 

Do. 

17 

Do. 

Do. 

Thomas  P.  Carnes, 

87 

Do. 

18 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

88 

Do. 

19 

Do. 

Do. 

Joseph  Ryan, 

89 

Zach.  Cox. 

20 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

90 

Do. 

21 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

91 

Do. 

22 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

92 

Do. 

23 

Do. 

Do. 

George  Walker, 

93 

M.  Maher. 

24 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

94 

Do. 

25 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

95 

Do. 

26 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

96 

Do. 

27 

Do. 

Do. 

John  Smith, 

97 

Zach.  Cox. 

28 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

98 

Do. 

29 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

99 

Do. 

30 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

100 

Do. 

31 

Do. 

Do. 

John  F.  Gardiner, 

101 

M.  Maher. 

32 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

102 

Do. 

33 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

103 

Do. 

34 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

104 

Do. 

35 

Do. 

Do. 

William  Cox, 

105 

Zach.  Cox. 

36 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

106 

Do. 

37 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

107 

Do. 

38 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

108 

Do. 

39 

Zach.  Cox. 

Do. 

Stephen  Heard, 

109 

Do. 

40 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

UO 

Do. 

41 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

HI 

Do. 

42 

JDo- 

Do. 

Do. 

112 

Do. 

43 

M.  Maher. 

Do. 

Daniel  Gains, 

113 

M.  Maher. 

44 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

114 

Do. 

45 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

115 

Do. 

46 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

116 

Do. 

47 

Do. 

Do. 

William  Downs, 

117 

Do. 

48 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

118 

Do. 

49 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

119 

Do. 

50 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

120 

Do. 

51 

Do. 

Do. 

John  Strother, 

121 

Do. 

52 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

122 

Do. 

53 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

133 

Do. 

54 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

124 

Do. 

55 

Do. 

Do. 

Thomas  Gilbert, 

125 

Do. 

56 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

126 

Do. 

57 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

127 

Do. 

58 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

128 

Do. 

59 

Do. 

Do. 

Anderson  Watkins, 

129 

Do. 

60 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

130 

Do. 

61 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

131 

Do. 

62 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

132 

Do. 

63 

Do. 

Jan.  11. 

Zach.  Cox, 

133 

Do. 

64 

Do. 

"  12. 

From  No.  133  to 

252 

Do. 

65 

Do. 

"  13. 

Matthias  Maher, 

253 

Zach.  Cox. 

66 

Do. 

"  14. 

From  No.  253  to 

372 

Do. 

67 

Do. 

Feb.  25. 

Matthias  Maher, 

373 

Do. 

68 

Do. 

Do. 

From  No.  373  to 

396 

Do. 

69 

Do. 

Do. 

Zachariah  Cox, 

397 

M.  Maher. 

70 

Do. 

Do. 

From  397  to 

420 

Do. 

E. 


By  His  Excellency  John  Milledge,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  this  States 
and  of  the  Militia  thereof,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye.  That  James  Bozeman,  Esq.  who  hath  certified  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from 
page  one  to  three,  is  Deputy  Clei'k  of  the  said  House  of  Representatives;  and  that  William  Robertson,  Esq.  who 
hath  certified  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  from  page  four  to  five,  is  Secretary  to  the  said  Senate,  and  all  of  which 
proceedings  are  hereunto  annexed.  Therefore,  all  due  faith,  credit,  and  authority,  are  and  ought  to  be  had,  and 
given  their  and  each  of  their  certificate  and  attestation  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  ray  hand,  and  caused  the  great  seal  of  this  State  to  be  put  and  affixed, 
at  the  State  House,  in  Louisville,  this  twentieth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and 
three,  and  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JOHN  MILLEDGE,  [L.S.] 
By  the  Governor  HOR.  MARBURY,  Secretary  of  the  State. 
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No.  1. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES— Fiiidat,  Jasuaht  2,  1795. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  for  appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of 
this  State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  declaring  the  right  of 
this  State  to  the  unappropriated  territory  thereof,  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  several  amendments  made  thereto. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Moubray, 
Resolved,  That  the  bill  as  amended  do  pass,  and  that  the  bill  be  an  act,  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act 
for  appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlncated  territory  of  this  State,  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  declaring  the  right  of  this  State  to  the  unappropriated  territory  thereof,  for  the  protec- 
tion and  support  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes. 
On  the  question  put  thereupon,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carnes,  Gindr(Tt,  Gresham,  Gelbert,  S.  Heard,  Hardin,  T.  Heard,  Howell,  King,  Longstreet, 
Moubray,  Musgrove,  Moore,  Mcintosh  Raburn.  Watkins,  Wilkinson,  AVorsham,  and  Walker — 19. 

Nays— Messrs.  Gibbons,  I.  Jones,  G.  Jones,  I.  Jones,  Lanear,  Lewis,  McNeil,  Mitchell,  and  Shepherd — 9. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  do  carry  the  same  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  truly  taken  from  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

JAMES  BOZEMAN,  for 


Louisville,  January  20,  1803. 


HINES  HOLT,  Clk.  House  of  Representatives. 


IN  SENATE— SiTURDAT,  Jaitcahi  3,    1795. 


The  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated 
territory  of  this  State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  declaring 
the  right  of  this  State  to  the  unappropriated  territory  thereof,  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the  frontiers  of  this 
State,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  upland  read  a  second  time. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  and 

On  question,  shall  the  bill  passunder  the  title  above?    The  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  areas  follows: 
Yeas— Messrs.  King,  Wright,  O'Neal,  Wyllie,  Walton,  Hampton,  Cawthorn,  Gresham,  Thomas,  Mann — 10. 
Nays— Messrs.  Milledge,  Lanier,  Morrison,  Irwin,  Blackburn,  Pope,  Mitchell,  Wood— 8. 
So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 


J  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  truly  taken  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate. 

WILL.  ROBERTSON,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

F. 


Louisville,  January  30,  1803. 


By  his  honor  David  Emanuel,  President  of  the  Senate,  and  Commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this  State, 

and  of  the  militia  thereof. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  George  R.  Clayton,  Esq.,  who  certifies  the  annexed  extract  from  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  State,  is  duly  authorized  to  act  for  Hines  Holt,  Esq.,  Clerk  thereof." 

Therefore,  all  due  faith,  credit,  and  authority,  are,  and  ought  to  be  had  and  given  to  his  attestation  and  certificate 
as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  great  seal  of  this  State  to  be  put  and  affixed, 
at  the  State  House,  in  Louisville,  this  25th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  at  our  Lord  1801,  and  in  the  26th  year  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

DAVID  EMANUEL,  [l.  s.] 
By  the  President  and  Commander-in-chief. 

•  HOR.  MARBURY,  Secretary  qf  State. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES— Mosdat,  Jasuaht  25,  1796. 

Mr.  James  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  constitutionality  and  validity  of  the  act  for  the  disposal  of  the 
western  lands,  together  with  the  petitions  and  remonstrances  of  the  people  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  being  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  was  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  is  as  follows: 
The  committee  to  whom  the  constitutionality  and  validity  of  the  act  for  the  disposal  of  the  western  lands,  to- 
gether with  the  petitions  and  remonstrances  of  the  people  were  referred,  report  five  other  affidavits  on  the  corruptions 
practised  to  obtain  the  act,  and  submit  the  propriety  of  entering  the  proofs  already  laid  before  the  House,  and  those 
which  may  be  laid  before  them,  on  the  journals  of  the  House,  in  order  to  perpetuate  such  testimony,  and  for  that 
purpose  recommend  the  following  resolution- 

Resolved,  That  all  such  proofs  relating  to  the  fraud  and  corruptions  practised  to  obtain  the  act  for  the  disposal  of 
the  Western  territory  of  this  State,  be  entered  by  the  Clerk  on  the  Journals  of  the  House,  in  order  that  the  testi- 
mony so  given  may  be  perpetuated,  as  well  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Legislature  and  to  show  the  grounds  on  which 
they  proceeded,  as  to  hand  down  to  future  Legislatures  the  base  means  by  which  the  rights  of  the  people  were  at- 
tempted to  be  bartered. 

Agreeably  to  the  foregoing  report  and  resolve,  the  affidavits  taken  before  the  committee  and  exhibited  to  the 
House,  being  read,  are  as  follows: 

Georgia,  Burke  County,  January  16,  1796. 

Russell  Jones,  Senator  from  the  county  of  Franklin,  being  duly  sworn,  maketh  oath,  that  some  time  in  the  last 
summer,  Thomas  liaburn.  Esq,  a  representative  from  the  said  county  in  the  last  Legislature,  was  at  his  house,  when 
James  Call  and  several  others  were  also  present,  and  talking  together  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Western 
territory  of  this  State;  the  said  Cail  told  Raburn  that  he  did  not  blame  him  for  selling  the  land,  but  for  selling  his 
vote  so  much  lower  than  what  other  members  did;  that  he,  Raburn,  had  sold  his  vote  for  six  hundred  dollars,  and 
that  others  had  got  a  thousand;  Raburn  replied,  that  it  showed  he  was  easily  satisfied,  and  was  not  greedy. 

RUSSELL  JONES. 
Sworn  in  presence  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  before  me, 

Thoh&s  Lewis,  J.  P. 
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State  of  Georgia,  Burke  County. 

Before  Thomas  Lewis,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  Peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Clem- 
ent Lanier,  Esquire,  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  who  beins;  sworn  on  the  lioly  Evange- 
lists of  Almighty  God,  desposeth  and  saith,  that  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  at  Augusta,  in  the  winter 
of  the  year  1794,  he  being  a  member  of  the  House  ot  Representatives,  and  sitting  on  the  same  seat  with  Henry 
Gindrat,  another  of  the  members  of  that  House,  before  the  Speaker  took  the  chair,  the  said  Gindrat  recommended 
to  him  to  be  in  favor  of  selling  the  Western  lands,  for  that  he,  the  said  Gindrat,  understood  it  worth  our  notice,  for 
Mr.  Thos.  Wylly,  a  Senator  from  Effingham  county,  had  told  said  Gindrat  that  he,  the  said  Wylly,  could  have  eight 
or  ten  likely  negroes  for  his  part;  and  the  deponent  further  saith,  that,  on  the  same  day,  in  the  afternoon,  the  said 
Thos.  Wylly  came  into  the  lobby  of  the  House,  and  beckoned  to  the  deponent,  who  followed  him  out,  when  a 
conversation  commenced  about  the  Yazoo  act;  that,  at  this  time,  a  Mr.  Denisbn  came  by  and  asked  what  we  were 
upon;  the  said  Wylly  answered  the  land  business;  the  said  Denison  then  came  up,  and  Wylly  withdrew;  the  said 
Denison  then  told  the  deponent  that  he  did  not  pretend  to  advise  any  member  to  be  in  favor  of  selling  the  land,  but 
those  who  were  in  favor  of  it  were  handsomely  provided  for,  and  that  if  the  deponent  thought  proper  to  be  in  favor 
of  selling,  that  he  should  have  part,  and  that  the  said  Denison  said  he  was  a  purchaser  of  such  of  the  members'  parts 
as  had  a  mind  to  sell,  but  understood  that  some  of  the  members  pretended  to  ask  eight  or  ten  negroes  for  a  share, 
or  their  share;  he  said  he  could  not  give  so  much,  but  the  deponent  might  depend  lie  would  purchase;  the  deponent 
further  saith  that,  previous  to  any  ofthe  before  recited  circumstances,  Mr.  William  Longstreet,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  said  Legislature,  frequently  called  on  the  deponent,  and  asked  him  why  he  was  not  in  favor  of  selling  the 
Western  lands.*^  who  answered,  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  sell  to  companies  of  speculators;  the  deponent  at  this  time 
wishing  to  make  further  discovery  ofthe  conduct  ofthe  members  on  that  sale,  and,  therefore,  affected  to  be  inclined 
to  come  into  the  measure,  and  by  that  means  kept  up  a  conversation  about  it  occasionally:  that,  on  the  day  the  bill 
received  its  first  reading,  before  the  House  w'as  convened,  the  said  Longstreet  spoke  to  the  deponent  to  get  his  ap- 
probation to  the  sale;  the  deponent  asked  him  to  show  him  what  security  the  members  had  of  the  purchasers;  when 
the  said  Longstreet  presented  a  certificate  entitling  the  bearer  to  two  shares  of  twenty-five  thousand  acres  each, 
signed  by  Nathaniel  Pendleton,  chairman;  he,  the  deponent,  then  told  the  said  Longstreet,  that  that  was  not  what 
he  had  formerly  told  him  was  a  member's  share;  for  that  the  said  Longstreet  had  before  said  a  member's  share  was 
seventy-five  thousand  acres,  that  the  said  Longstreet  then  told  the  deponent  if  he  would  wait  a  few  minutes,  or  an 
hour,  he  would  bring  him  another  certificate  from  Gunn's  company  for  the  same  number  of  acres;  that  the  de- 
ponent, in  order  to  disengage  himself  from  the  conversation,  then  said  the  security  was  not  sufficient  to  entitle  him 
to  the  land.  That  the  said  Longstreet  then  told  the  deponent,  if  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  certificate,  he  would 
give  him  one  thousand  dollars  tor  if,' or  for  them;  the  deponent  then  presented  the  certificate  to  the  said  Long- 
street,  and  went  into  the  House,  which  was  the  last  interview  he  had  on  the  subject.  The  deponent  further  saitn, 
that  the  shares  offered  him,  as  aforesaid,  were  expressly  designed  to  induce  him,  the  deponent,  to  vote  for  the  bill 
for  disposing  of  the  Western  territory. 

CLEM.  LANIER. 
Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

Peter  L.  Van  Allen,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that,  on  or  about  the  12th  or  13th  of  January,  1795,  he  was  in 
company  with  Mr.  Gindrat,  who,  the  deponent  understood,  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  then  lately  adjourned; 
that,  in  consequence  ofthe  advice  of  R.  P.  Sanders,  Esquire,  another  member  ofthe  same  Legislature,  who  advised 
the  deponent  to  purchase  some  of  the  Western  lands  which  the  said  Legislature  had  sold,  and  in  the  purchase  of 
which  the  deponent  understood  the  said  R.  P.  Sanders,  Esquire,  was  interested,  and  from  the  information  ofthe  said 
R.  P.  Sanders,  Esquire,  that  they  would  purchase  between  them  two  shares  in  Gunn's  company,  and,  to  best  ofthe 
deponent's  recollection,  two  shares  in  Glascock's  company,  for  one  thousand  dollars;  that  the  said  Gindrat  told  the 
deponent,  in  a  conversation  on  that  subject,  that  he  should  have  his,  said  Gindrat's,  shares  for  that  sum,  provided  the 
money  was  paid  by  a  certain  time;  that,  in  consequence,  the  deponent  went  to  exchange  some  Governor's  warrants 
for  money,  and  when  he  returned  Gindrat  refused  to  let  him  have  them,  having,  as  the  deponent  understood  and 
believed,  met  with  a  better  market.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  believes,  and  then  understood,  that  a  cer- 
tain quantity  was  allotted  to  each  member  in  the  majority,  .who  were  not  to  pay  any  money  therefor  in  advance,  and 
were  particularly  indulged,  until  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money  was  payable  at  the  treasury,  in  consequence  of 
their  vote  and  support  ofthe  law  fur  selling  the  land. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  that  Roger  P.  Sanders,  Esquire,  told  the  deponent  that  he  had  made  a  contract  with 
Lachlan  M'Intosh,  Esquire,  who  vyas,  as  the  deponent  understood,  a  member  ofthe  same  General  Assembly,  for  all 
the  shares  the  said  M'Intosh  held  in  different  companies,  for  which  he  had  contracted  to  give  him  eight  iiegroes, 
fifty  barrels  of  rice,  and  a  certain  sum  of  money,  which  the  deponent  does  not  recollect;  that  this  contract  was 
made  before  the  first  bill  was  negatived  by  the  Governor;  but  that  reservation  being  made  in  the  second  bill,  in  favor 
ofthe  citizens  and  the  State,  would  deduct  considerably  from  the  quantity  of  land  in  each  share;  he,  the  said  R.  P. 
Sanders, -ibjected  to  give  so  much;  the  said  M'Intosh,  however,  urged  the  completing  of  the  contract;  the  said  R.  P. 
Sanders  I  irther  told  the  deponent  that  the  contract  was  broken  off  by  reason  of  that  deduction.  The  deponent 
further  s  ith,  that  he  was  present  in  company  with  Lachlan  M'Intosh,  Esquire,  and  others,  when  some  one  of  the 
company,  he  thinks  Mr.  M'Intosh  himself,  said  that  he,  the  said  M'Intosh,  held  six  shares  in  the  Georgia  Missis- 
sippi Company,  which  he  offered  at  three  hundred  dollars  premium  each,  and  on  the  same  day  the  deponent  under- 
stood that  he  did  sell  them  for  a  premium  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  to  one  of  the  grantees  of  that 
company. 

PETER  L.  VAN  ALLEN. 
■  Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 


James  Meriwether,  Esquire,  being  first  sworn  before  Thomas  Lewis,  Esquire,  in  presence  of  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  was  asked  the  following  questions: 

1st.  Were  you  not,  or  are  you  not  now,  treasurer  to  one  of  the  companies  which  purchased  the  territory,  claimed 
under  the  act  of  the  last  Legislature  for  disposing  of  the  same,  passed  on  the  7th  January,  1795,  entitled  "  an  act 
supplementary,"  &c. 

2d.  Who  were  associates  in  that  company? 

3d.  Do,  or  do  you  not,  know  where  the  list  of  the  associates  are  kept.' 

4th.  Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  acquainted  with  the  means  by  which  the  said  act  was  obtained? 

5th.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  some  one  or  more  ofthe  members  of  the' Legislature  were  holders  of  shares, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  purchase? 

6th.  Did,  or  did  not,  some  one  or  more  of  the  members  ofthe  Legislature,  pay  unto  you,  as  treasurer,  money  in 
payment  ofthe  purchase,  and  who  and  which  of  them? 

7th.  Who  was  the  treasurer  previous  to  yourself? 

8th.  Has  the  Georgia  Company  paid  up  the  whole  ofthe  purchase  money? 

9th.  At  what  time  was  it  paid? 

10th.  Who  are  the  treasurers  of  the  other  companies? 

Answers  of  James  Meriwether  to  the  questions  ofthe  committee. 

Amwer.  1st.  Question— I  was  treasurer  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  and  received  seventy  pounds  per 
annum  for  that  duty,  and  resigned  on  coming  to  this  place. 
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2d.  Idonot  know  who  they  were;  the  accounts  were  opened,  not  in  the  names  of  persons,  but  by  the  number 
of  certificates;  when  I  received  money,  I  receipted  by  the  number  of  tlie  certificate. 
.    3d.  Idonot.  .  • 

4th.  I  am  not.    I  am  interested  as. a  purchaser  in  that  company. 

5th.  I  do  not. 

6th.  I  never  received  any  money  from  any  member  of  the  Legislature,  as  I  recollect;  but  I  am  pretty  certain  I 
did  not. 

7th.  Mr.  Amasa  Jacicson. 

8th.  They  have. 

9th.  About  the  last  of  August,  he  thinks. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  were  the  answers  of  James  Meriwether  to  the  questions  of  the  committee,  set  down 
in  the  half-sheet  hereunto  annexed,  the  said  James  Meriwether  being  first  sworn  before  me,  in  presence  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

THOS.  LEWIS,  J.  P. 

Quesliotis  asked  Philip  Clayton,  Esquire. 

1st.  Question— Were  you  intimately  acquainted  with  Roberts  Thomas,  Esquire,  deceased,  one  of  the  Senate  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  during  the  last  session  of  the'Legislature  at  Augusta;  and  did  he  live  in  your  house  during  that 
session? 

2d.  Had  you,  or  had  you  not  conversation  with  him  on  ihe  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Western  territory  of  this 
State,  whilst  that  subject  was  in  agitation,  or  before  or  after  that  time? 

3d.  Did  he,  or  did  he  not,  tell  you,  or  give  you  to  understand,  that  he  held  a  share  or  shares  in  some  one  or  more 
of  the  companies  who  purchased  the  lands;  and  did  he,  or  did  he  not,  make  known  to  you  that  such  share  or  shares 
were  given  to  him  by  the  company  or  companies,  without  being  liable  to  pay  any  money  therefor;  and  that  his  certi- 
ficate differed  from  those  given  to  persons  out  of  the  Legislature  in  that  respect? 

4th.  Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  acquainted  with  some  one  or  more  of  the  grantees  of  the  said  companies  and  have 
you,  or  have  you  not,  heard  some  one  or  more  of  them  say  that  the  said  Roberts  Thomas  did  receive  a  gratuitous  cer- 
tificate for  a  share  or  shares  in  the  purchase,  and  that  he  would  not  be  content  with  one  in  the  usual  form? 

5th.  Have  you,  or  have  you  not  heard  the  said  Roberts  Thomas  say,  that  he  received  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
from  any  of  the  companies,  or  any  individual  of  those  companies,  either  in  consideration  of  his  share  or  shares,  or 
otherwise,  for  being  in  favor  of  the  sale  of  the  land;  or  haVe  you,  or  have  you  not,  heard  any  member  of  either  of  the 
said  companies  declare  that  the  said  Roberts  Thomas  did  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  for,  or  on  account  of, 
such  shares  or  otherwise,  from  any  of  the  members  of  the  said  companies,  for  that  consideration? 

6th.  From  every  circumstance  which  has  come  to  your  knowledge,  do  you,  or  do  you  not  know  or  believe  that 
the  said  Roberts  Thomas,  or  any  of  the  members  of  the  last  Legislature,  were  absolutely  interested  in  the  purchase 
•  of  the  Western  lands,  or  did  receive  money,  or  other  thing,  to  induce  them  or  him  to  vote  for  the  sale  thereof? 

7th.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  understand  from  the  question  you  put  to  Roberts  Thomas,  when  he  brought  you  Hie 
money^,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  answered  it,  that  he  had  received  the  money  for  his  vote  in  thp  Legislature,  or 
being  in  favor  of  the  sale  of  land? 

8th.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  the  associates  of  the  respective  companies? 

Answer.  1st  'Question — I  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Thomas;  he  did  live  in  my  house  during  that 
session. 

2d.  He  had  before,  at,  and  after  the  passing  the  act. 

3d.  After  the  passing  of  the  act,  he  brought  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  my  house,  and  asked  me  to  take  care 
of  it;  I  believe  it  was  two  thousand  dollars;  on  which  I  asked  him  how  he  got  it,  or  if  he  got  it  for  his  proportion  of 
the  land,  or  words  to  that  effect;  he  said,  it  is  nothing  to  you,  take  care  of  it;  and  smiled. 

4th.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  grantees  of  the  companies;  I  never  heard  it  from  any  of  them. 

5th-  I  did  not.  but  had  my  opinion. 

6th.  I  do  not  know,  but  suppose  they  were,  from  general  suppositions. 

7th.  I  did  suppose,  from  a  knowledge  of  Mr.  Thomas's  circumstances,  that  he  could  not  have  got  that  sum  of 
money,  unless  it  had  been  in  that  way,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

8th-  Idonot.  Mr  Longstreet  executed  a  renunciation  of  dower  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Georgia  Company, 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Maher. 

PHI.  CLAYTON. 
Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

James  Terrell,  Esq.  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  Thomas  Raburn,  Esquire,  one  of  the  members  of  the  last  Legislature 
saidin  presence  of  this  deporjent,  some  small  time  after  the  rising  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  he,  the  said  Raburn,  had 
purchased  a  part  of  the  Western  lands,  during  that  session,  and  whilst  he  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  that  he  had  sold  it  again. 

JAS.  TERRELL. 
Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

John  Shepperd,  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  last  Legislature  at  Augusta,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  just  beforelthe 
bill  for  the  disposal  of  the  Western  lands  came  before  the  House  at  the  last  session,  he  had  frequent  conversations 
with  William  Longstreet,'Esquire,  another  member  ofthe  Legislature,  who  recommended  to  the  deponent  strongly  to  be 
in  favor  of  selling  the  lands,  and  if  he  would,  he  should  come  in  for  shares  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand 
acres.  The  deponent  said  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  sell  the  lands,  but  the  said  Longstreet  told  him  if  he  would, 
he  might  make  a  fortune  for  himself  and  family  forever,  or  words  to  that  efl'ect.  The  deponent  said  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  cotnmunlty,  and  it  would  be  displeasing  to  our  constituents  to  dispose  of  their  rights.  The  said 
Longstreet  then  said  it  was  no  matter;  that  the  deponent  nor  himself  need  not  care,  provided  they  could  get  the 
land,  whether  they  ever  came  there  again,  or  words  to  that  effect.  That  the  deponent  had  a  conversation  with  Philip 
Clayton,  at  the  State  House,  about  the  20th  of  December,  1794,  concerning  the  lands,  when  the  said  Clayton  urged 
him,  the  deponent,  to  go  home;  that  the  same  evening,  the  said  Clayton  called  the  deponent  into  his  office,  and  told 
the  deponent  that,  provided  he  would  give  him,  the  said  Clayton,  an  order  on  the  Speaker  for  his  warrant,  which 
he  said,  by  his  calculation,  was  twenty-eight  pounds,  and  go  home  immediately  and  return  no  more,  that  he  would 
give  the  deponent  seventy  pounds;  the  deponent  answered,  that  he  had  business  up  town,  and  returned  to  him  no 
more  that  night;  a  few  evennigs  afterwards,  the  said  Clayton  told  the  deponent  he  need  not  be  angry  with  him,  for 
that  it  was  at  the  request  of  General  Gunn,  and  he  would  pay  the  expense. 

JOHN  SHEPPERD. 
Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

David  Qtlen,  sworn,  saith,  that  he  went  down  to  Augusta  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  whilst  the  act 
for  the  sale  of  the  Western  lands  was  under  the  deliberation  of  the  General  Assembly;  that  he  put  up  with  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson and  Mr.  Shepperd,  two  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  Mr.  M'Teer's  in  Augusta;  that  he  frequently 
talked  with  Mr.  Wilkinson  on  that  subject,  and  advised  him  not  to  agree  to  sell  it,  for  it  would  hurt  his  popularity; 
that  the  said  V/ilkinson  said  it  would  not,  for  that  he  thought  it  was  best.  That,  after  the  deponent  found  the  land 
would  be  sold,  he  was  desirous  to  get  part  of  it,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Cox,  one  of  the  trustees  in  one  company,  to 


1803.]  GEORGIA  LAND    CLAIMS.  147 


know  if  he  could  get  part;  that  Mr.  Cox  told  the  deponent  he  could  not,  for  that  all  the  shares  were  taken  up;  that  he 
then  applied  to  the  said  Reuben  Wilkinson  to  know  if  he  could  get  him  a  part,  who  said  he  would,  and  did  let  the  depo- 
nent have  a  share,  which  was  in  the  name  of  the  said  Reuben  W  ilkinson,  and  was  for  about  twenty-seven  thousand 
acres,  or  thereabout,  subject  to  a  deduction.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  frequently  heard  Reuben  Wilkin- 
son say,  after  the  Legislature  rose,  that  he  should  make  a  great  deal  of  money  by  that  measure;  that  during  the  sit- 
ting ot  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Longstieet  frequently  urged  the  deponent  to  try  to  prevail  on  Mr.  SKepperd,  another 
member,  to  go  home;  the  deponent  said  he  could  not  influence  Mr.  Shepperd:  the  deponent  understood,  and  believed 
that  the  said  Longstreet  wished  to  get  Mr.  Shepperd  to  go  home,  to  prevent  him  voting  against  the  sale  of  the  lands, 
that  he  likewise  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Wilkinson,  whoalso  asked  the  deponent  if  Shepperd  would  not  go  home. 
The  deponent  answered  he  did  not  know.  When  Wilkinson  replied,  by  God  I  wish  he  would.  The  deponent 
further  saith,  that,  before  the  Assembly  rose,  and  before  the  Governor  signed  the  bill,  he,  the  said  Wilkinson,  showed 
the  deponent  two  written  certificates,  for  four  shares  each,  or  tor  a  certain  number  ot  acres,  the  deponent  does  not 
precisely  recollect,  which  said  certificates  did  not  mention  that  any  sum  was  to  be  paid  for  them.  They  were  signed 
by  Nathaniel  Pendleton,  Chairman.  He  believes  that,  afterwards,  the  said  Wilkinson  showed  the  deponent  two 
printed  certificates  from  the  Tennessee  Company,  one  from  the  Georgia  Company,  for  fifty-six  thousand  acres,  sign- 
ed by  James  Gunn,  Matthew  M'Allister  and  George  Walker,  he  believes,  and  two  printed  certificates  from  the  Geor- 
gia Mississippi  Company;  that  the  said  Wilkinson  informed  the  deponent  the  first  two  written  certificates  had  been 
jsriven  up,  and  that  he  had  received  the  last  two  printed  ones  in  lieu  thereof. 

DAVID  GLEN. 
Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid.  . 

Robert  Flournoy,  Esq.  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  before  the  last,  be  made 
an  acquaintance  with  Judge  Pendleton;  that  the  said  Judge  Pendleton  contemplated  and  made  proposals  to  the 
Legislature  to  purchase  a  part  of  the  vacant  territory;  that  he  then  oflered  the  deponent  a  share,  provided  the  business 
succeeded;  that  not  being  the  case,  the  deponent  attended  at  the  last  session,  when  that  subject  came  on  the  carpet 
again.  That  then  William  liOngstreet  called  on  the  deponent  one  morning,  at  his  lodgings,  and  informed  him  that 
he,  the  deponent,  was  set  down  lor  a  share  of  seventy-five  thousand  acres,  in  the  Georgia  Company;  that  the  depo- 
nent was  informed  that  he  was  set  down  by  the  influence  of  General  Gunn:  the  deponent  further  saith  that  the 
meetings  of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  were  held  at  the  deponent's  quarters;  that  he  was  present  at  some  of 
their  meetings,  and  during  the  passage  of  the  actfor  the  disposal  of  the  Western  lands,  he  thinks  General  Gunn  sent 
for  the  deponent,  and  asked  him  if  he  was  intimate  with  Henry  Mitchell,  Esquire,  a  Senator  from  the  county  of  War- 
ren. The  deponent  answered  he  was.  General  Gunn  then  requested  the  deponent  to  go  to  him,  the  said  Mitchell, 
and  propose  to  him  to  take  a  share  of  seventy-five  thousand  acres  of  the  lands,  on  the  same  terms  of  the  other  pur- 
chasers, and,  at  the  same  time,  to  urge  him  to  vote  for  selling  the  land :  the  said  Gunn  m-entioned  that  Captain  Raines 
had  a  share  of  fifty-six  thousand  acres,  or  thereabouts,  who  was  a  brother-in-law  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  but  that  Mr. 
Mitchell  should  have  a  share  exclusive  of  that.  The  deponent  did  make  such  a  proposal,  which  Mr.  Mitchell  refus- 
ed. The  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  said  General  Gunn  requested  him,  at  some  time  during  that  session,  and 
before  the  bill  for  selling  the  land  was  passed,  to  go  to  Roberts  Thomas,  a  mernber  of  the  Senate  from  Hancock 
county,  and  know  if  he  was  earnest  in  the  business,  for  that  he  was  fearful  he  did  not  intend  to  be  uniform,  for  he 
was  afraid  the  fellow  was  frightened,  or  words  of  that  nature;  that  the  deponent  did  call  on  Mr.  Thomas  for  that 
purpose,  who  told  him  that  he  meant  to  be  uniform.  The  deponent,  after  the  rising  of  the  Legislature,  saw  the  said 
Thomas  in  the  streets  of  Augusta,  when  the  said  Thomas  made  this  observation,  "they  blame  me  for  speculation, 
now  I  will  speculate,  Flournoy;  you  have  been  speculating  all  your  life,  and  I  will  make  more  money  in  two  years 
than  you  have  made  in  your  whole  life."  The  deponent  replied,  I  believe  you  have  made  more  in  two  months,  or 
less  time. 

R,  FLOURNOY. 
Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

Robert  Flournoy,  Esq.  further  saith,  that  Roberts  Thomas,  Esq.  in  a  conversation  on  the  subject  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  last  Legislature,  told  the  deponent  he  should  be  in  favor  of  a  sale,  as  he  thought  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  the  State,  if  it  came  forward  in  a  favorable  shape.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  General  Gunn  likewise  told 
the  deponent,  during  the  sitting  of  the  Legislature,  that  no  member  of  the  Legislature  should  or  could  expect  to  have 
a  share  if  he  did  not  vote  for  the  bill.  i 

R.  FLOURNOY. 
Thomas  Lewis. 

James  Simms,  Esq.  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the  county  of  Columbia,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he  had 
frequent  conversations  with  Roberts  Thomas,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  this  State,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature  at  Augusta;  that  the  deponent  did  frequently,  during  that  session,  and  whilst  the  act  for  the  disposal  of 
the  Western  territory  was  in  agitation,  advise  the  said  Roberts  Thomas  not  to  vote  for  the  sale  of  the  lands;  that 
the  said  Thomas  said  there  was  an  opportunity  of  making  something  very  clever,  and  if  he  did  vote  for  it,  he  would; 
the  deponent  told  the  said  Roberts  Thomas,  that  the  purchasers  would  deceive  him,  and  after  he  had  voted  in  favor 
of  it,  he  would  get  nothing;  to  which  the  said  Thomas  replied,  he  would  take  care  to  make  himself  secure  before  he 
gave  his  vote. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  that,  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  whilst  the  said  bill  for  the  disposal  of 
the  Western  lands  was  on  the  carpet.  General  Gunn  called  on  the  deponent,  and  told  him  that  he  was  fearful  the 
bill  would  be  lost.  Luke  Mann,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Senate,  as  the  deponent  understood  that  day,  voted  against 
the  bill;  Gunn  then  said,  Simms,  I  suppose,  from  what  I  have  heard,  you  are  a  poor  man,  and  you  now  have  an  op- 
portunity of  making  something  handsome  for  yourself  and  family;  if  you  will  prevail  on  Mann  to  vote  for  the  bill,  I 
will  give  you  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  said  Gunn  told  the  deponent  he 
would  give  the  same,  if  he  would  get  Mr.  Wood,  a  senator,  to  vote  for  it,  or  any  other  member  of  the  Senate;  that 
he  was  in  company  with  Mr.  John  King,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Wright,  two  members  of  the  same  Senate,  at  their  quar- 
ters in  Augusta;  that  a  conversation  arose  about  the  sale  of  the  Western  lands;  the  deponent  expressing  himself  op- 
posed to  that  measure,  the  said  John  King  and  Samuel  Wright  told  the  deponent  he  ought  not  to  oppose  it,  for  he 
might  make  something  clever  if  he  would  come  into  the  measure,  or  words  of  that  nature. 

JAMES  SIMMS. 
Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

Burrall  Pope,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  of  the  last  and  present  Senate  of  this  State,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that 
being  a  member  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Legislature,  he  lodged  at  Mr.  Herbert's,  in  Augusta,  with  Mr- 
Harrison  Musgrove,  then  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  the  said  county;  that  one  evening,  whilst 
the  bill  for  the  disposal  of  the  Western  territory  was  in  its  passage,  the  said  Musgrove  told  the  deponent  he  had  /ound 
out  more  than  ever  he  knew  before;  that  he  had  discoverea  there  were  two  shares  in  Cumming's  Company  reserved 
for  himself  and  every  member  that  would  take  them;  the  deponent  further  saith  that,  at  another  time,  said  Musgrove 
said  to  the  deponent.  Friend  Pope,  I  am  authorized  to  tell  you  that  you  can  have  one  hundred  guineas  for  your  part; 
to  which  the  depgnent  answered  he  had  no  part;  that  another  time  the  said  Musgrove  further  told  the  deponent  he 
might  get  five  hundred  silver  dollars. 

BURRALL  POPE. 
Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 
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Heni-y  G.  Caldwell,  Esq.  being  duly  sivoin,  saith  that,  during  the  sitting  of  the  last  convention  at  Louisville,  the 
deponent  had  a  conversation  with  General  Gunn,  when  the  said  Gunn  asked  the  deponent  who  was  to  be  Governor 
next  year;  the  deponent  said  he  heard  Judge  Stith  mentioned;  the  said  Gunn  shook  his  head  and  said  it  would  not 
do,  that  Stith  had  been  ungrateful  to  his  poor  relations,  for  that  he  bad  made  a  great  deal  of  money  by  the  specula- 
tion and  had  not  been  generous  to  them:  the  deponent  asked  the  said  General  Guim,  how  much  Judge  Stith  had 
made  by  that  business;  General  Gunn  answered,  thirteen  thousand  dollars.  The  deponent  then  asked  the  said 
Gunn  if  the  said  Stith  had  a  share  in  the  lands;  to  which  General  Gunn  gave  no  direct  answer,  but  said  he  had  en- 
gaged to  give  Judge  Stith  thirteen  thousand  dollars  for  his  influence  in  passing  the  law  for  disposal  of  the  lands;  tliat 
if  the  law  passed,  Stith  was  "to  have  the  money;  that  the  law  had  passed,  and  that,  in  consequence,  he  had  given 
him  a  draught  for  the  money,  and  he  either  had  received,  or  would  receive  it. 

HENRY  G.  CALDWELL. 

David  B.  Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  last  as  well  as  the  present  Legislature  of  the  said  State,  being  duly  sworn, 
maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  on  his  return  from  Augusta,  after  the  rising  of  the  Legislature,  he  rode  in  company  with 
Thomas  Wylly,  Esq.  a  member  of  tlie  Senate  of  that  Legislature  from  the  county  of  Effingham,  when  a  conversa- 
tion took  place  between  this  deponent  and  the  said  Thomas  Wylly,  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Western  territory 
of  this  State,  which  took  place  during  that  session;  when  the  said  Thomas  Wylly  told  this  deponent  that  he,  the 
said  Wylly,  had  sold  a  share  which  he  held  in  one  of  the  companies  who  had  purchased  the  said  territory,  to  one 
Wilson,  a  merchant  in  Augusta,  for  which  he  had  got  a  negro  fellow  named  Dublin,  which  was  either  in  full  or  in 
part  for  the  said  share;  but  this  deponent  believes  the  negro  was  only  in  part,  for  the  said  Wylly  also  informed  this 
deponent  that  he  had  some  money  besides,  which  was  paid  him  on  account  of  said  share;  and  further,  that  the  said 
negro  Dublin  was  then  riding  behind  the  carriage  in  which  the  said  AVylly  and  this  deponent  were;  and  this  depo- 
nent further  saith  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  said  Wylly  told  this  deponent  Ihat  he  would  make  eight  or  ten  negroes 
by  the  shares  he  held  in  the  different  companies  who  purchased  the  said  territory;  that  this  deponent  then  observed 
to  the  said  Wylly,  that  he  had  not  made  as  much  as  some  others  of  the  Senate  had;  when  the  said  Wylly  observed 
that  he  had  engaged  too  soon,  that  he  was  not  so  lucky  as  some  of  them  who  had  held  off"  until  the  last. 

D.  B.  MITCHELL. 

Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

Henry  Mitchell,  Esq.  Senator  from  the  county  of  Warren,  in  the  last  and  present  General  Assembly,  being 
duly  sworn,  saith,  that  during  the  sitting  of  the  last  Legislature  at  Augusta,  the  deponent  was  sent  for  by  Mr. 
Cumming,  one  of  the  /grantees  of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  to  his  house,  whej-e,  in  a  conversation  about  the 
sale  of  the  Western  territory,  the  said  Mr.  Cumming  asked  the  deponent  his  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  such 
sale;  the  deponent  answered  it  was  a  subject  that  would  come  before  him  in  the  Senate,  and,  consequently,  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  form  his  opinion  before  it  did  come  forward;  that  the  said  Mr.  Cumming  further  told  the  depo- 
nent, that,  provided  he  thought  it  right  to  sell  the  lands,  he  should  not  be  precluded  from  having  a  share,  although  a 
member,  for  that  the  companies  had  made  provision  for  shares  for  all  the  members,  provided  they  thought  fit  to  take 
them. 

HENRY  MITCHELL. 

Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

James  M'Niel,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Representative  branch  of  the  last  Legislature,  and  now  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that,  in  a  short  space  of  time  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature,  he  was 
in  the  town  of  Augusta,  in  company  with  Andrew  Innis,  who  told  him  that  he  was  one  of  the  associates  contemplated 
in  an  act  passed  by  the  aforesaid  session,  for  disposing  of  a  part  of  the  Western  territory  of  this  State;  that  the 
purchasers  and  their  associates  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  passing  a  credit  in  favor  of  Roberts  Thomas,  then 
Senator  of  Hancock  county  as  an  associate,  for  the  full  amount  of  eight  clear  shares  of  land,  without  his  paying  one 
shilling  for  the  same;  whereby  they  did  procure  the  vote  and  interest  of  him,  the  said  Thomas,  in  passing  the  afore- 
said act.  That  after  the  Legislature  adjourned,  the  said  Roberts  was  alarmed,  and  did  propose  to  sell  or  let  his 
eight  shares,  as  aforesaid,  revert  to  the  grantees  and  their  associates,  for  a  sum  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars,  which  proposal  was  acceded  to;  and  that  he,  as  one  of  the  associates,  was  called  in  for  his  propor- 
tionate part  of  the  aforesaid  sum,  which  he  did  pay;  wherebj  the  claim  of  the  aforesaid  Roberts  was  thereby  extin- 
guished for  and  in  the  behalf  of  the  grantees  and  their  associates,  or  words  to  that  effect. 
*  JAS.  M'NIEL. 

Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

'  John  Thomas,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  his  late  brother,  Roberts  Thomas,  a  member  of  the  Senate  at  the  last 
Legislature,  told  the  deponent  that  the  companies  who  purchased  the  Western  lands  had  complimented  the  said 
Roberts  Thomas  with  something,  either  a  share  or  shares,  or  something  of  that  kind;  that  he  does  not  suppose  that  his 
late  brother  could  have  had  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  in  cash  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  nor  had 
he  sold  any  part  of  his  property  about  that  time,  as  the  deponent  knew  of;  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  his  late 
brother  was  possessed  of  a  note  of  hand  for  nine  hundred  dollars  given  by  Jacob  Walburgher,  to  which  the  name 
of  A.  Jones  is  signed  as  a  witness;  that  he  does  not  know  that  his  brother  sold  Mr.  Walburgher  any  property. 
The  deponent  further  saith,  that  after  his  brother  was  wounded,  he  told  the  deponent  he  had  voted  for  the  sale  of 
the  lanas,  and  thought  he  had  done  right,  and  was  it  to  do  again,  he  should  do  the  same;  that  the  deponent  does  not 
believe  that  the  companies  gave  the  said  R.  Thomas  any  moneys;  and  that  if  he  had  a  large  sum  of  money,  he  must 
have  got  it  by  the  sale  of  the  lands  or  shares  which  the  companies  had  given  him,  as  he  supposes. 

.TOHN  THOMAS,  Jr. 
Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

James  Lucas,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  some  time  after  the  breaking  up  of  the  last  Legislature,  when  Roberts 
Thomas,  Esq.  as  a  member  of  Senate  in  that  Legislature  had  returned  to  Hancock  county,  that  this  deponent  heard  that 
the  said  Roberts  Thomas  was  either  selling,  or  about  to  sell  off  all  his  property,  and  to  remove;  tnat  this  deponent 
then  went,  with  some  of  his  neighbors,  t9  the  house  of  said  Thomas,  and  had  some  conversation  with  him  on  the 
sale  of  the  Western  territory;  when  the  said  Roberts  Thomas  informed  liim,  this  deponent,  that  he  was,  and  always  ha(i 
been,  in  favor  of  the  sale  of  said  territory,  and  that  the  companies  who  had  purchased  the  same  had  let  him  have  a 
share  or  two  in  the  said  lands;  and  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  on  the  day  of  election  for  members  to  Congress, 
the  deponent  saw  a  Mr.  Walburgher  at  the  election  for  Hancock  county,  who  informed  the  deponent  that  he  had 
purchased  a  share  of  the  said  lands  from  the  said  Roberts  Thomas,  and  that  he  Imd  given  his  note  of  hand  for  the 
same  for  nine  hundred  dollars,  which  share  he.  the  said  Walburgher,  had  afterwards  sold,  by  which  he  made  a  profit 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  dollars;  and  tiiis  deponent  further  saith,  that  on  or  about  the  day  on  which  the  last 
Legislature  adjourned,  he  was  in  Augusta,  and  that  John  King,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Senate,  carried  the  deponent 
to  tne  house  of  Mr.  Thomas  Cumming,  and  there  spoke,  as  he  believes,  to  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  Georgia  Mis- 
sissippi Company,  to  let  the  deponent  have  a  share  in  said  company;  that  the  deponent  did,  in  consequence  thereof, 
receive  a  certificate  for  one  share,  for  which  he  paid  one  hundred  dollars;  and  further,  that  some  time  in  the  begin- 
ning of  August  last,  this  deponent,  being  in  Augusta,  saw  Mr.  Reuben  Wilkinson,  a  member  of  the  last  Legislature, 
there,  who  informed  the  deponent  that  he  had  a  share  in  the  Tennessee  Company,  and  that  he  had  but  a  few  minutes 
before  paid  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money  therefor. 

JAMES  LUCAS. 

Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid- 
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Captain  Robert  Raines,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  a  day  or  two  before  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature 
he  was  in  Augusta,  and  in  company  with  John  King,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  that  Legislature;  that  this 
deponent  introduced  to  the  said  John  King,  Captain  James  Lucas;  that  said  King  then  asked  the  said  Lucas  into 
the  house  where  the  said  King  lodged,  to  drink  some  grog  with;  that,  when  the  said  King  came  out  of  the  house  he 
informed  this  deponent  he  had  given  the  said  Lucas  a  share,  by  which  he  understood  a  share  in  some  of  the  compa- 
nies who  purchased  the  Western  territory,  and  observed,  at  the  same  time,  with  an  oath,  that  he  had  more  lands 
besides  than  he  and  his  sons  knew  what  to  do  with;  and  that  the  deponent  afterwards  usked  Captain  Lucas  whether 


on  this  deponent,  and  informed  him,  if  you  could  prevail  on  Mr.  Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  that  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  brother-in-law  of  this  deponent,  to  go  home,  he,  the  deponent,  might  have  tive  hundred  dollars  pounds, 
or  guineas,  this  deponent  does  not  remember  which,  and  any  appointment  from  the  Legislature  he  would  ask  which 
was  in  their  power  to  give.  The  said  Clayton  observed,  at  the  same  time,  that  as  the  deponent  was  the  bro'ther  of 
Mr.  Mitchell,  he  thought  he  might  have  influence  enough  with  him  to  prevail  on  him  to  go  home,  as  the  act  would 
be  passed  whether  he  went  home  or  not;  to  which  the  deponent  made  some  small  reply,  and  the  said  Clayton  then 
saia,  he  hoped  the  deponent  would  not  think  any  thing  of  him,  for  he  was  authorized  to  say  what  he  did.  And  this 
deponent  further  saith,  that  some  time  on  or  about  the  1st  of  August  last,  he  was  in  Augusta,  and  saw  Richard 
Warsham,  a  member  of  the  last  Legislature,  there,  who  had  a  share  in  the  Georgia  Company,  commonly  called 
Gunn's  Company,  and  was  oftering  the  same  for  sale  to  Mr.  Maher;  that  this  deponent  also  saw  Reuben  Wilkinson 
a  member  of  the  last  Legislature,  in  Augusta,  at  the  same  time,  who  informed  this  deponent  he  had  shares  in  the 
purchase  of  the  Western  lands,  and  that  he  wished  to  sell  them. 

ROBERT  RAINES. 

Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

Andrew  Baxter,  being  duly  sworn,  maketh  oath,  that  some  time  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  first  bill  for  the 
disposal  of  the  Western  territory  of  this  State,  by  the  last  Legislature,  the  deponent  being  at  Augusta,  and  con- 
ceiving it  a  step  hurtful  to  the  country,  thought  it  his  duty  to  give  his  thoughts  to  the  representation  of  his  county 
which  was  Hancock,  and  accordingly  called  on  Senator  Roberts  Thomas,  and  reprobated  the  act,  which  said  Thomas 
vindicated;  that  the  deponent  told  him  that  it  would  be  generally  thought  he  was  interested,  if  he  voted  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  when  it  was  so  generally  disapproved  of  by  his  constituents;  to  which  the  said  Thomas  replied,  that  he  did 
not  know  he  was  interested,  but  that  those  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill  were  provided  tor  in  the  articles  of  the 
different  companies;  upon  which  the  deponent  replied,  he  should  consider  that  as  indirect  bribery. 

. ,  ANDREW  BAXTER. 

Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

William  Sallard,  of  the  county  of  Hancock,  being  duly  sworn,  maketh  oath,  that  on  or  about  the  22d,  23d,  or 
24th  day  of  January,  1795,  he,  the  deponent,  was  at  Augusta,  procuring  some  articles  and  disposing  of  some  tobacco, 
and  that,  during  the  said  term,  he  was  at  General  Glascock's,  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  Western  territory;  that  a 
conversation  took  place  between  the  General  and  himself  relative  to  it,  and  concerning  Roberts  Thomas,  the  Senator 
(in  the  Legislature  which  disposed  of  it)  for  the  said  county  of  Hancock;  that  the  General  asked  the  deponent  what  the 
people  of  Hancock  thought  of  Thomas,  and  if  they  v/ould  kill  him;  the  deponent  replied,  he  did  not  know  they  would 
kill  him,  but  that  he  would  stand  a  good  chance  of  chugging  a  sapling,  or  words  to  that  effect;  for  they  had  an  idea 
that  Thomas  was  bribed;  the  General  replied  that  he  did  not  know  that  he  was  bribed,  but  he  had  a  good  deal  of  the 
land;  that  he  himself  had  purchased  some  of  the  shares,  and  had  paid  himself,  with  a  Mr.  Nightingale,  to  Thomas, 
seventeen  hundred  dollars,  to  the  best  of  this  deponent's  recollection;  and  four  hundred  dollars  to  John  Thomas,  as' 
he  believes  Roberts  Thomas's  brother,  for  the  land.  That  the  General  further  said,  the  other  companies  he  expected 
had  also  paid  the  said  Roberts  Thomas  as  much  money  for  lands  or  shares  as  he  had  paid.  That  he,  yesterday,  in  his 
war  down,  met  with  John  Thomas,  the  said  Roberts  Thomas's  brother,  who  acknowledged  to  the  deponent  that  he 
hati  received  money  from  General  Glascock. 

WILLIAM  SALLARD. 

Sworn  to,  as  aforesaid. 

Office  of  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Georgia,  Louisville,  25th  August,  1801. 

I  do  certify  that  the  annexed  eight  sheets  contain  a  true  extract  from  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  this  State,  at  a  session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  January,  1796. 

GEO.  R.  CLAYTON,  for 
HINES  HOLT,  Clerk  H.  R. 

G. 

^Accompanying  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia. 

There  were  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  usurped  act  of  the  7th  of  January,  1795, 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  the  pretended  consideration  money  for  the  Western  territory  of  this  State,  by  the 
pretended  purchasers,  who  formed  themselves  into  the  following  companies,  to  wit: 

Georgia  Company,  consisting  of  James  Gunn,  Matthew  McAllister,  George  Walker,  and  their  associates,       250,000 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  consisting  of  Nicholas  Long,  Thomas  Glascock,  Thomas  Gumming,  Am- 
brose Gordon,  and  their  associates.  ----...       155,000 
Tennessee  Company,  consisting  of  Zachariah  Cox,  Matthias  Maher,  and  their  associates,         -  -        60,000 
Upper  Mississippi  Company,  consisting  of  John  B.  Scott,  John  C.  Nightingale,  and  Wade  Hampton,    -        35,000 

$500,000 

From  which  several  sums  of  money,  the  following  applicants,  under  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  have 
withdrawn  the  respective  amounts  opposite  their  names. 
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Names  of  Applicants. 


To  wbich  Company  belonging. 


Number  and  date  of  return  order. 


John  Whitney, 

Thomas  Johnson, 

John  B.  Gerrideau,    -  -  - 

John  B.  Geirideau,    -  -  - 

George  Parker,  .... 

John  Curry, 

Owen  Ovvens,  ... 

Richard  Wayne,  jun. 

Fanny  Forsyth,  on  behalf  of  her  son 

J.  Forsyth,  a  minor, 
John  Fox,       -  .  -  - 

George  Ker,  ... 

Emanuel  Wambersie, 
Matthew  Johnson,  James  Robertson, 

and  James  Johnston, 
John  M'lver,  ... 

John  Taylor,  ... 

John  Taylor,  ... 

Andrew  M'Credie,  - 
Andrew  M'Credie,  - 
Andrew  M'Credie,    -  .  - 

Andrew  M'Credie,    - 
Richard  Wayne,       ... 
Michael  Burke, 
William  Longstreet,  ■• 
Andrew  M'Credie,  David  M'Credie, 

and  James  Gregory, 
The  same  three  persons  just  above,   - 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Joseph  Downs,  ... 

Thomas  Napier,        ... 
Zachariah  Cox,  ... 

Joseph  Miller,  ... 

Messrs.  Kenneday  and  Parker, 
James  Hamilton,        -  - 

Charles  Crawford,     ... 
James  Murren  &  Co. 
Do.  do.       - 

Do.  do.       - 

Messrs.  Hamilton  a,nd  Harper, 
John  Wilson,  ... 

Gustavus  Gaines,       .  .  - 

Henry  Smerdon,        ... 
James  Murren  &  Co. 
Do.  do.       -  -  - 

Do.  do.      -  ■        - 

Do.  do.      - 

James  Warrington,   - 

Do.  ... 

Zac!iariah  Cox,  ... 

Thomas  D.  M.  Johnston, 
David  M'Cormick,    ... 
Do.  ... 

Geo.  Sibbald,  att'y  for  Jas.  Greenleaf, 
Joseph  G.  Posner, 

Do.  ... 

Do. 

Do.  .  .  . 

M.  MaJier,  A.  Harper,  and  Q.  Ham- 
ilton, .... 
Peter  Robinson,  by  attorney, 
John  Powell,  by  attorney, 
Joseph  Ryan,  ... 
Joseph  G.  Posner,  •  .  - 
John  A.  Hoffer, 

Richard  and  Charles  Tubman,  by  at- 
torney,       -  -  .  . 
John  Hall,      .           .           -  . 
David  Robinson,  by  attorney, 
Thomas  Gilbert,        _           .  . 
Zachariah  Cox,          -           .  . 
Andrew  M'Credie,    .           .  . 
Levin  Wailes,            -           -  - 
Oliver  Porter,  by  attorney,    - 
Benajah  Smith,  by  attorney, 
William  Kenneday,  -           -  - 
William  F.Booker,  - 
James  Murren, 
Thomas  Davi?, 


Georgia  Company,     -  -     No. 

Tennessee  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
Georgia  Company,     - 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Company,    - 
do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Company,    - 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
Tennessee  Company, 
Upper  Mississippi  Company, 
Georgia  Company,     - 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
Georgia  Company,     - 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company 
Tennessee  Company, 
Upper  Mississippi  Company, 
Tennessee  Company, 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
Georgia  Company,    - 
Tennessee  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
Upper  Mississippi  Company, 
Georgia  Company,    - 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
Tennessee  Company, 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
Georgia  Company,    - 
Tennessee  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Company,    - 

do.  do. 

Tennessee  Company, 
Georgia  Company,    - 
Upper  Mississippi  Company, 
Tennessee  Company, 
Georgia  Company,    - 
Upper  Mississippi  Company, 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
Tennessee  Company, 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

1  Tennessee  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Company,    - 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
Tennessee  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

Tennessee  Company, 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 

do.  do. 

Georgia  Company,     . 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 


1,  January  23,  1798, 

2,  June  1,  1798, 

3,  do. 

4,  do. 

1,  February  20,  1799,     - 

2,  February  21,  1799,    - 

3,  do. 

4,  March  16,  1799, 

5,  March  18,  1799, 

6,  March  25,  1799, 

7,  do. 

8,  do. 

9,  do. 
10,'          do. 

11,  March  27,  1799, 

12,  do. 

13,  do. 

14,  do. 

15,  March  28,  1799, 

16,  do. 

17,  March  30,  1799, 

18,  April  29,  1799, 

19,  June  8,  1799, 

20,  August  7,  1799, 

21,  do. 

22,  do. 

23,  do. 

24,  September  23, 1799, 

25,  September  28, 1799, 

26,  September  30, 1799, 

27,  October  9,  1799, 

28,  do. 

29,  November  8,  1799, 

30,  November  20,  1799, 

31,  December  13,  1799, 

32,  do. 

33,  do. 

34,  January  15,  1800, 

35,  do. 

36,  March  6,  1800, 

37,  March  8,  1800, 

38,  March  25,  1800. 

39,  do. 

40,  do. 

41,  do. 

42,  April  7,  1800, 

43,  do. 

44,  April  9,  1800, 

45,  April  15,  1800. 

46,  April  18,  1800, 

47,  do. 

48,  April  22,  1800, 

49,  do. 

50,  do. 

51,  do. 

52,  do. 

53,  May  7.  1800. 

54,  do. 

55,  do. 

56,  May  9,  1800, 

57,  May  27,  1800. 

58,  August  12, 1800, 

59,  November  15, 1800, 

60,  November  21, 1800, 

61,  December  5,  1800, 

62,  January  31,  1801, 

63,  March  2,  1801, 

64,  April  13,  1801, 

65,  May  9,  1801, 

66,  July  3,  1801, 

67,  do. 

68,  October  1,  1801, 

69,  November  12, 1801, 

70,  February  1,  1802, 

71,  May  17,  1802. 


141  01 

229  60 
•    70  00 

138  11 
5,880  00 
3,500  00 
3,500  00 

400  00 

400  00 
2,000  GO 
1,000  00 
2,000  00 

1,000^  00 

2,000  OO 

2,400  00 

714  25 

6,899  991^ 

400  00 

876  01 

118  24 

1,000  OO 

365  50 

16,838  33 

4,184  69| 

2,625  53 
658  61 
421  67 
116  66| 
143  00 

2,000  00 
116  66| 

1,000  00 
143  00 
143  00 

1.823  00 
273  10 
364  79 
233  33^ 

1,200  00 
439  00 
116  671 
2,683  53 
214  32 
350  00 
1,403  35f 
3,600  00 
9,473  33 
13,267  07i 
74  66f 
165  86 
182  531 
4,350  00 

2.824  lOi 
646  33| 
321  12 
121  .33 

5,600  00 
800  00 
400  00 
828  00 
405  4 If 
116  66= 

1,600  00 

157,219  93f 

400  00 

2,728  00 
21,080  6i; 

1,600  00 

7,520  00 
509  65 
140  81 
400  00 
400  00 
604  71 
800  00 


$310,695  14f 


Treasury  Office,  Georgia,  Louisville,  \Olh  August,  1802. 


EDWIN  MOUNGER,  Treasurer. 

I.  MERIWETHER,  Comptroller  General. 
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To  James  Madison,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Esquires,  Commissioners  of  the  United  Slates,  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  ^n  act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  Government  in  the  Mississippi  territory,'"  and  of  an  act 
supplementary  to  the  same  art. 

Gentlemen: 

The  undersigned  having  exhibited  chiims  to  certain  portions  of  the  territory  lately  ceded  by  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia to  the  United  States,  and  the  vouchers  in  support  thereof,  which,  they  trust,  are  full  and  satisfactory,  do  now,  in 
conformity  to  the  further  provisions  of  said  acts  of  Congress,  submit  to  your  consideration  and  opinion  the  follow- 
ing propositions,  which  they  often  as  the  terms  of  a  compromise  of  the  claims  of  themselves  and  their  respective 
constituents. 

The  individuals,  and  companies  of  individuals,  whose  claims  the  undersigned  represent,  will  release  to  the  Unit- 
•  ed  States  all  their  ri^ht,  title,  and  interest,  in  and  to  the  territory,  lands,  and  soil,  by  them  claimed,  on  the  follow- 
ing conditions,  that  is  to  say: 

1st.  That  the  Government  of  th'j  United  States  will,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  provide,  by  law,  for 
the  appropriation  of  five  millions  of  the  most  valuable  acres  of  the  land  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of 
Georgia,  in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with  their  engagements  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  their  late  act  of  ces- 
sion, or  the  grants  therein  recognized,  to  be  disposed  of  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  for  a  sum  not 
less  than  two  dollars  per  acre,  clear  of  all  expense  or  charge,  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  for  the  claims  for 
which  the  said  five  millions  of  acres  are  therein  reserved;  and  that  said  five  millions  of  acres  shall  be  the  first  sold, 
after  a  quantity  of  other  of  the  ceded  lands  shall  be  disposed  of  sufficient  to  pay  the  State  of  Georgia  the  one  million 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  contracted  to  be  paid  in  their  said  act  of  cession. 

2d.  In  order  to  make  a  complete  settlement  of  said  compensation  at  this  time,  and  to  vest  the  title  of  the  claim- 
ants in  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  undersigned,  for  themselves  and  those  whom  they  represent,  pro- 
pose and  consent  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said  five  millions  of  acres  of  land  be  now  estimated  at  the 
minimum  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the  same  be  divided  and  apportioned  between  the  United  States, 
for  the  purposes  hereinafter  expressed,  and  the  individuals  and  companies  of  individuals,  whose  claims  the  under- 
signed represent,  in  the  following  manner: 

3d.  The  United  States  shall  retain,  out  of  the  said  gross  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  the  proportion  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  (if  they  think  it  just  and  fit)  of  quieting,  or  compensating  for, 
any  claims  supposed  to  fall  within  the  description  of  those  for  which  the  said  five  millions  of  acres  of  land  were  re- 
served in  the  cession  aforesaid,  other  than  those  which  derive  their  title  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  act  of 
said  State,  passed  January  7th,  A.  D.  1795,  and  granted  to  four  companies,  called  in  said  act,  "  The  Georgia  Com- 
pany," "  The  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,"  *'  The  Tennessee  Company,"  and  "  Tlie  Upper  Mississippi  Com- 
pany." 

4th.  Of  the  remainder  of  said  gross  sum, /oMr  mi7/io)is  e(^/i< /HOTrfre(/  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  shall 
be  the  apportionment  to  the  holders  of  the  title  of  "  The  Georgia  Company,"  out  of  which  the  United  States  shall 
yetain  the  proportion  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  represent  one  million  of  acres  of  land,  reserved 
in  said  grant  for  citizens'  rights,  to  be  disposed  of  to  those  who  may  lawfully  represent  the  same;  the  remaining  pro- 
portion of /owe  millions  six  hundred  and  twenty -five  thousand  dollars  shall  be  apportioned  among  those  who  now 
nold  the  residue  of  the  title  of  the  said  "  Georgia  Coinpany,"  according  to  their  respective  interests  therein.  And 
■whereas,  it  is  suggested  that  claims  may  be  made  to  some  parts  of  the  land  granted  to  the  said  "  Georgia  Com- 
pany" hj  the  act  aforesaid,  and  under  the  same  grant,  other  than  those  represented  by  the  undersigned,  and  some 
of  the  individual  claims  under  said  grant  may  conflict  with  each  other  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  well  as  that  the  United 
States  may  make  claim  to  some  part  thereof,  under  the  same  grant;  it  is,  therefore,  proposed  and  agreed  that,  in 
case  any  such  claims  shall  be  made,  or  so  conflict,  the  same  shall  be  adjudged  and  decided  on,  according  to  the 
rules  which  govern  in  courts  of  law  and  chancery,  by  the  commissioners  to  whom  these  propositions  are  addressed; 
or,  in  case  the  parties  shall  not  agree  thereto,  by  three  arbitrators,  one  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  by  each  party,  and 
the  third  by  both  the  parties;  and  in  case  both  parties  shall  not  agree  in  the  choice  of  a  third  arbitrator,  he  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  other  two  arbitrators:  and  the  award,  in  writing,  under  the  hands  of  said  commissioners,  or  any  two 
of  them,  or  of  said  arbitrators,  or  any  two  of  them,  after  a  hearing  of  the  parties  by  the  three,  shall  be  final.  And 
the  United  States  shall  retain  the  proportion  of  allowance  made  to  any  claimants  in  said  Georgia  Company  who  shall 
not  agree  to  such  compromise,  and  release  their  title  to  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  such  decision.  And  the 
United  States  shall  also  retain  all  such  portions  of  the  aggregate  residue  sum  assigned  to  said  Georgia  Company,  as 
shall  not  appear  to  be  represented  by  any  claim,  or  established  by  decision,  as  aforesaid,  but  subject  to  the  contin- 
gency hereinafter  mentioned.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  those  claimants  in  said  Georgia  Company,  whose 
claims  do  not  appear  to  be  subject  to  controversy,  as  aforesaid,  shall  in  no  way  be  delayed  by  any  thing  contained 
in  this  article,  from  receiving  the  proportion  which  may  be  due  to  them,  but  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the' 
same  as  speedily  as  the  claimants  in  any  other  company,  in  which  no  such  controversy  exists. 

5th.  Three  millions  tiventy-ttco  thousandfive  hundred  dollars  shall  be  the  apportionment  of  the  holders  of  the 
title  ot  the  ' '  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,"  out  of  which  the  United  States  shall  retain  the  proportion  of  OHe  hundred 
and  fifty  five  thousand  dollars,  to  represent  six  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  reserved  in  said  grant 
tor  citizens'  rights,  to  be  disposed  of  to  those  who  may  lawfully  represent  the  same;  and  the  remaining  proportion 
ol  two  millions  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  "  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,"  so  called,  who  hold,  under  their  trustees,  Leonard  Jar- 
vis,  Henry  Newman,  and  William  Hull,  all  the  residue  of  the  title  of  the  said  "  Georgia  Mississippi  Company," 
•which  apportionment  shall  be  made  by  the  directors  of  said  "  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,"  agreea- 
bly to  their  articles  of  covenant  and  agreement. 

6th.  One  million  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars  shall  be  the  apportionment  to  the  holders  of  the  title 
of  "  T7ie  Tennessee  Company,"  out  of  which  the  United  States  shall  retain  the  proportion  of  sixty  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  to  represent  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  acres  of  land,  reserved  in  said  grant  for  citizens' 
rights,  to  be  disposed  of  to  those  who  may  lawfully  represent  the  same;  and  the  United  States  shall  also  retain 
thereout  the  further  proportion  of  twelve  thousandfive  hundred  dollars,  to  represent  what  is  called  the  commis- 
sioners* reservation  in  said  grant;  the  remaining  proportion  of  one  million  ninety-seven  thousand  dollars  shall  be 
apportioned  among  those  who  now  hold  the  residue  of  the  title  of  the  said  "  Tennessee  Company,"  according  to  their 
respective  interests  therein.  And  whereas,  it  is  suggested  that  controversies  of  a  nature  similar  to  those  which  are 
supposed  to  exist  among  the  claimants  in  the  Georgia  Company  may  also  take  place  among  those  of  the  Tennessee 
Company;  it  is,  therefore,  agreed,  that  in  case  any  such  may  exist,  they  shall  be  adjudged  and  decided  on,  in  the 
same  mode  and  manner,  and  under  the  same  conditions  and  restrictions,  as  are  provided  for  the  termination  and 
decision  of  such  controversies  among  the  claimants  under  "  The  Georgia  Company." 

7th.  Six  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousandfive  hundred. dollars  shall  be  the  apportionment  to  the  holders  of  the 
title  of  "  The  Upper  Mississippi  Company,"  out  of  which  the  United  States  shall  retain  the  proportion  of  thirty 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to  represent  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  acres  of  land,  reserved  in 
said  grant  for  citizens'  rights,  to  be  disposed  of  to  those  who  may  lawlully  represent  the  same;  and  the  remaining 
j>roport\on  o(  six  hundred  and  foiiy-eight  thousand  dollars  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  associates  who  hold, 
under  Adam  Tunno,  James  Miller,  and  James  Warrington,  the  whole  of  the  residue  ot  the  title  of  said  "  Upper 
Mississippi  Company,"  to  be  apportioned  according  to  the  shares  held  by  each. 

8th.  The  undersigned,  for  themselves  and  those  whom  they  represent,  further  propose  and  consent  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  payment  of  the  several  allowances,  apportioned,  and  to  be  apportioned  among  them,  as  aforesaid,  viz: 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  further  provide  by  law 
for  the  issuing  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  certificates  or  evidences  of  the  several  allowances  to  the  indi- 
viduals, or  companies  of  individuals,  who  are  or  shall  be  found  entitled  to  the  same,  as  aforesaid;  which  certificates 
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shall  bear  date  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1803,  and  shall  be  made  payable  in  three  annual  and  equal  instalments, 
the  first  of  which  shall  be  payable  on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1805,  out  of  the  first  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
said  five  millions  of  acres  of  land,  appropriated  as  aforesaid;  and  in  case  of  the  suspension  of  the  payment  of  any  in- 
stalment, on  account  of  the  deficiency  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  annually,  shall  be 
allowed  thereon,  from  the  time  when  due,  to  the  time  when  paid;  and  if  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  shall  exceed  the 
sum  due  on  any  instalment,  the  United  States  shall  not  be  held  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  the  next  instalment;  but, 
if  the  proceeds  of  the  sales. are  less  than  the  amount  of  any  instalment  when  due,  the  holders  of  the  certificates  shall 
be  obliged  to  receive,  and  the  United  States  will  pay,  the  whole  amount  of  such  proceeds  at  the  time  the  instalment 
falls  due;  and  the  United  States  shall  never  be  held  to  make  payment  of  any  part  of  the  principal  or  interest  men- 
tioned in  said  certificates,  excepting  from  the  actual  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  five  millions  of  the  most  valuable  acres 
of  land,  ceded  as  aforesaid;  but  in  case  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  such  portions  of  the  said  five  millions  of  acre.;  of 
land,  as  are  represented  by  the  holders  of  said  certificates,  shall  not  be  found  sufficient  for  the  entire  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  said  certificates,  then  all  such  portions  of  the  said  five  millions  of  acres  of  land  as  are, 
retained  by  the  United  States,  (except  such  parts  of  tiie  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  as  shall  have  been 
appropriated  by  them  to  the  extinguishment  of  any  other  claims  within  the  reservation  of  the  act  of  cession  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,)  together  with  all  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  received  into  the  treasury  for  the  said  sales  of  said 
five  millions  of  acres,  above  the  said  two  dollars  per  acre,  shall  remain  an  eventual  fund  for  the  payment  of  any  such 
deficiency. 

9th.  That  the  said  certificates  shall  be  issued  for  such  amount,  in  each  certificate,  as  shall  be  most  convenient  to 
the  holders;  and  they  shall  be  made  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of  the 
domestic  debt  of  the  United  States;  and  after  the  payment  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to 
the  State  of  Georgia  is  completed,  the  said  certificates  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  from  any  purchaserof  any  part 
of  the  land  ceded  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  nominal  amount  of  the  sum  expressed  therein,  with  the  interest  (if 
any)  which  may  have  accrued  thereon  at  the  time  of  such  payment;  and  no  discount  shall  be  made  on  any  certifi- 
cate paid  for  land,  although  such  payment  be  made  before  the  certificate  has  fallen  due;  but  the  amount  of  any  cer- 
tificates thus  paid  in,  shall  not  be  considered  as  money  in  the  treasury,  by  which  any  part  of  an  instalment  is  to  be 
paid  to  the  holders  of  the  certificates  in  cii'culation. 

lOth.  In  case  the  proceeds  of  the  five  millions  of  acres  of  land  which  shall  be  first  sold,  or  so  much  thereof  as  the 
claimants  under  the  aforesaid  act  of  Georgia  may  be  entitled  to  receive,  according  to  the  foregoing  propositions,  shall 
prove  insufficient  to  discharge  the  principal  and  interest  of  said  certificates,  the  holders  of  said  certificates  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  what  may  so  remain  due  thereon  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  any  other  of  the  lands  ceded 
as  aforesaid:  Provided,,  That  they  shall  not,  in  any  event,  receive,  in  the  whole,  a  greater  amount  than  the  pro- 
ceeds of  those  five  millions  of  acres,  in  said  lands,  which  shall  ultimately  be  sold  for  tne  highest  price  or  prices. 

11th.  The  claimants  consent  that  no  certificates  shall  be  delivered,  until  all  such  deeds,  documents,  and  other 
papers,  by  them  exhibited,  as  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  shall  judge  necessary,  nor  until  a  deed  of  re- 
lease to  the  United  States  of  all  the  claimants'  right,  title,  and  interest,  in  and  to  the  lands  by  him  or  them  claimed, 
who  are  to  receive  the  certificates,  shall  be  duly  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
These  propositions,  gentlemen,  are  made  by  the  undersigned,  as  the  result  of  your  communications,  and  are 
shaped  more  under  the  influence  of  a  sincere  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  and  views  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  arrangement  of  this  important  object,  than  from  an  expectation  of  realizing  a  full  compensation  forpro- 
perty  surrendered  to  public  use;  they  feel  confident  that  Congress  will  view  them  in  the  same  light,  and  readily 
accede  to  the  terms;  but  should  they  be  disappointed  in  their  expectations,  and  should  these  propositmns  of  compro- 
mise fail  of  meeting  the  approbation  and  sanction  of  Congress,  we  think  it  necessary  to  make  it  clearly  understood, 
that  nothin"  contained  herein  shall  be  construed  to  imply  an  assent,  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  to  the  act  of  ces- 
sion of  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  in  any  way  to  avail  the  United  States,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  claimants. 

With  the  highest  considerationsof  respect,  and  attachment  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  of  per- 
sonal esteem  to  yourselves,  we  are. 

Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  HULL, 

PEREZ  MORTON. 

SAMUEL  DEXTER, 

WIL.  PAYNE, 
For  the  New. England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  and  such  portions  in  the 
Georgia  Company  as  are  slated  in  claims  by  us  exhibited. 

JNO.  PECK, 
For  myself,  as  represented  in  my  claim. 

JOSEPH  SANDS, 

For  those  he  represents. 

JOSEPH  PEPPIN, 
Jlgtnt  to  the  whole  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company. 

JONA.  ARNOLD,/or/«OT*e//. 

N.  LE  FAVRE, 
For  himself,  relying  on  the  equity  of  his  claim,  and  the  honor  of  the  Government. 

JAMES  STRAWBRIDGE, 
Trustee  for  the  Tennessee  Company. 

THO.  YOUNG, 

For  self,  and  as  attorney  for  Ben.  Sims,  claiming  lands  in  the  Georgia  Company,  as  fully  set  forth  in  his 
memorial  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  November  lust;  he  knows  of  no  conflicting  claims 
to  said  lands,  and  believes  they  have  equal  pretensions  with  any  of  the  claimants  in  any  of  the  companies. 

GEO.  SIBBALD, 

For  those  he  represents. 
SAM'L  F.  CONOVER, 
For  himself,  and  those  he  represents. 
January  19,  1803. 

K. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of  this  State  for  the  payment 
of  the  late  State  troops,  and  for  otlier  purposes  therein  mentioned,  declaring  the  right  of  this  State  to  the  unappropriated 
territory  thereof,  for  tlie  protection  and  support  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Whereas,  in  and  by  the  articles  of  confederation  entered  into  and  finally  ratified  on  the  first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  by  the  then  thirteen  United  States  of  America,  the  teiritory  within  the 
limits  of  each  of  the  said  States  is  to  each  of  them  respectively  confirmed  and  guarantied;  first,  by  the  second  article, 
to  wit:  "Each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  and  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right, 
which  is  not  by  the  confederation  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled:  and,  secondly, 
by  the  last  clause  in  the  second  section  of  the  ninth  article,  no  State  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States. 

.Snd  whereas,  in  and  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  signed  at  Paris  on  the  third  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  are  established;  and  those  boundaries 
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which  limit  the  westward  and  southwestward  parts  of  this  State,  are  therein  thus  defined:  "Along  the  middle  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  until  it  shall  intersect  the  northernmost  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude;  south, 
by  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the  line  last  mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees  north 
of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Appaiachicola  or  Chattahoochee;  thence,  along  the  middle  thereof,  to  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Flint  river;  thence,  straight  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river;  and  thence',  down  along  the  middle  of  St. 
Mary's  river,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean."  Which  boundaries  coincide  with  the  southwardly  and  westwardly  boundaries 
recited  in  the  land  act  now  in  force,  passed  at  Savannah,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three;  and  by  the  convention  held  at  Buford.  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  between  this  State  and  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
State  is  established  "from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah,  up  the  said  river  to  the  confluence  of  Tugaloo  and 
Keowee;  thence  up  the  Tugaloo,  and  from  the  source  thereof,  a  due  west  line  to  the  Mississippi,  including  islands." 
And  whereas,  in  and  by  the  Hist  clause  of  the  si.xth  article  of  the  Federal  constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  all  engagements  entered  into  before  the  adoption  of  the  said  constitution  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United 
States,  under  the  said  constitution,  as  under  the  confederation;  by  the  third  clause  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  said  constitution,  no  exposlfacio  law  shall  be  passed;  and  by  the  second  clause  of  the  third  section  of 
thefourtli  article,  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  in  this  construction  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State. 

And  whereas,  the  cession  made  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States,  by  them  accepted  on  the 
second  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  is  a  full  acknowledgment  and  recognizal  on  their  part, 
that  the  several  States  not  only  have  the  right  of  pre-emption,  but  are  in  the  full  exercise  of  all  territoiial  right 
within  their  respective  limits.  And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  United  States  did,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  by  an  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
enact  and  declare,  that  no  sale  of  lands  made  by  Indians,  or  any  tribe  or  nation  of  Indians,  within  the  United  States, 
shall  be  valid  to  any  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  State,  whether  having  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  such  lands  or 
not,  unless  the  same  shall  be  made  and  duly  executed  at  some  public  treaty  held  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States;  and  did,  on  the  seventh  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  by  a  treaty  held  at  New  York 
with  certain  Creek  Indians,  stipulated  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  said  treaty,  that  the  boundary  between  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation  is,  and  shall  be,  "'from  where  the  old  line  strikes  the  Savannah;  thence  up  the 
said  river,  to  a  place  on  the  most  northern  branch  of  the  same,  ccminionly  called  the  Keowee,  where  a  northeast  line, 
to  be  drawn  from  the  top  of  Ocunna  mountain,  shall  intersect;  thence  along  the  said  line,  in  a  southwest  direction,  to 
the  Tugaloo  river;  thence  to  the  top  of  the  Currahee  mountain;  thence  to  the  head,  or  the  source  of  the  main  south 
branch  of  the  Oconee  river,  called  the  Appalachee  river;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the  main  south  branch  and  river 
Oconee,  to  its  confluence  with  the  Ocmulgee,  which  form  the  river  Altamaha;  and  thence  down  the  middle  of  the 
said  Altamaha,  to  the  old  line  on  the  said  river;  and  thence  along  the  said  old  line  to  the  river  St.  Mary's;"  and,  by 
the  fifth  article,  "that  the  United  States  solemnly  guaranty  to  the  Creek  nation  all  their  jands  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  westward  and  southward  of  the  boundary  described  in  the  preceding  article." 

And,  finally,  whereas  the  State  of  Georgia  aforesaid  hath  by  no  act,  or  in  any  rtianner  whatever,  transferred, 
alienated,  or  conveyed  her  right  of  soil  or  preemption,  in  any  part  of  the  vacant  territory  within  the  limits  of  the 
said  State,  to  the  United  States,  the  cession  dated  the  fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  oftered  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  having  been  by  the  said  United  States,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  rejected,  in  which  rejection 
territorial  rights  are  declared  to  rest  on  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  confederation.  And  whereas,  ihe  said  proposed 
cession  became  void,  and,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  to  all  intents,  purposes, 
and  constructions. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  General 
Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  State  of  Geoigia  aforesaid  is  in  full 
possession,  and  in  the  full  exercise  of  the  jurisdictional  and  territorial  right,  and  the  fee  simple  thereof;  and  that  the 
right  of  preemption  to  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  lying  westwardly  and  southwestwardly  of  the  present 
Indian  temporary  line,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  said  State,  and  the  fee  simple  thereof,  together  vvith  the  right  of 
disposing  thereof,  are,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  the  State  of  Georgia;  and  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  for 
carrying  this  act  fully  into  effect, 

j6'e  it  enacted,  That  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  including  islands,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  the  follow- 
ing boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  Beginning  on  the  Mobile  bay,  where  the  latitude  thirty-one  degrees  north  of  the 
equator  intersects  the  same;  running  thence  up  the  said  bay,  to  the  mouth  of  lake  Tensaw;  thence  up  the  said  lake 
Tensaw,  to  the  Alabama  river,  including  Curry's,  and  all  other  islands  therein;  thence  up  the  said  Alabama,  to  the 
junction  of  the  Coosa  and  Oakfuskee  rivers;  thence  up  the  Coosa  river,  above  the  Big  Shoal,  to  wheie  it  intersects 
the  latitude  of  thirty-four  degrees  north  of  the  equator;  thence,  a  due  west  course,  to  the  Mississippi  river;  thence 
down  the  middle  of  the  said  river,  to  the  latitude  of  thirty-two  degrees,  forty  minutes;  thence  a  due  east  course  to 
the  mouth  of  Tombigbee  river;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the  said  river  to  its  junction  with  the  Alabama  river; 
thence  down  the  middle  of  the  said  river  to  the  Mobile  bay;  thence  down  the  said  Mobile  bay  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, shall  be  sold  unto  James  Gunn,  Matthew  M'Allister,  and  George  Walker,  and  their  associates,  called  the 
Georgia  Company,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants, 
for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  bank  bills  of  the  United  States,  and 
warrants  for  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  one  thousatid  seven 
.  hundred  and  ninety-five;  drawn  by  the  Governor,  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say:  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  previous  to 
the  passing  of  this  act,  and  the  remaining  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
November  next. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the  said  James  Gunn,  Matthew  M'Allister,  and  George  Walker,  and 
their  associates,  or  their  agent  or  agents,  shall  produce  to  his  excellency  the  Governor  a  receipt  signecfby  the  Treasu- 
rer, that  they  have  deposited  the  aforesaid  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  this  act,  it 
shall  then  be  the  duty  of  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  issue  and  sign  to  the  said  James 
Gunn,  Matthew  M'Allister,  and  George  Walker,  and  their  associates,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants 
in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants,  a  grant  for  the  aforesaid  tract  of  country,  they  securing  the  last  payment  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  State,  by  a  mortgage  to  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  his  successors  in  office, 
on  the  whole  of  the  land  so  granted;  which  mortgage^hall  be  immediately  foreclosed,  in  case  default  shall  be  made  in 
the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  as  afore- 
said, in  the  Superior  Court  of  any  county  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  discretion  of  his  excellency  the  Governor, 
any  law  or  usage  regulating  the  mode  of  foreclosing  mortgages  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding;  and  the  whole  sura 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  deposited  shall  become  forfeited  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  State;  and  the  grant  to  be  given 
to  the  said  James  Gunn,  Matthew  M'Allister,  and  George  Walker,  and  their  associates,  to  be,  and  the  same,  in 
that  case,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Georgia  Company  shall  reserve  for  and  to  the  use  of  the  citizens  of 
Georgia,  exclusively,  the  quantity  of  one  million  of  acres  of  their  purchase,  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit:  at  the 
expiration  of  three  months  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  a  subscription  book  shall  be  opened  at  the  Trea- 
sury Office  of  this  State,  and  be  kept  open  for  the  term  of  four  months  thereafter,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  sub- 
scriptions of  the  citizens,  for  the  said  reserved  lands;  Provided,  That  no  person  who  shall  otherwise  become  a 
member,  or  interested  in  either  of  the  companies  herein  contemplated,  shall  be  allowed  to  subscribe  for  any 
part  of  said  reserved  land;  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  subscribe  for  more  than  five  thousand  acres  in  his 
own  name,  or  in  the  name  of  any  other  citizen,  unless  duly  authorized  and  appointed  by  him  for  that  purpose,  under 
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a  wan-ant  of  attorney,  executed  in  the  presence  of  two  or  more  witnesses,  one  of  wiiom,  at  least,  shall  be  a  justice 
appointed  for  holding  the  inferior  court  of  the  county,  where  the  subscriber  resides;  which  said  power  of  attor- 
ney shall  be  linlged  with  the  Treasurer,  as  his  voucher  for  entering  such  subscription;  Jind  provided  also.  That  the 
citizens  of  the  respective  counties  shall  not,  at  anytime  \yithin  three  months  from  and  after  the  opening  ot  the 
books  of  subscription,  as  aforesaid,  be  allowed  to  subscribe  for  more  or  greater  quantity  of  the  said  reserved  lands 
than  the  piopurtion  hereinafter  particularly  described  and  limited,  to  wit:  Chatham,  one  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  acres;  Effingham,  sixty-two  thousand  acres;  Burke,  one  hundred  and  tifty-five  thousand  acres;  Hich- 
mond,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  acres;  Columbia,  one  hundred  and  fifty-iive  thousand  acres;  Wilkes, 
two  hujidred  and  seventy-two  thousand  acres;  Washington,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  acres;  Elbert, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  acres;  Greene,  one  hundred  and  twenty-tive  thousand  acres;  Franklin, 
seventy-eight  thousand  acres;  Liberty,  sixty-nine  thousand  acres;  Glynn,  thirty-two  thousand  acres;  Camden, 
thirty-two  thousand  acres;  M'Intosh,  thirty -five  thousand  acres;  Bryant,  thirty-two  thousand  acres;  Warren,  nine- 
ty-three thousand  acres;  Oglethorp.  one  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  acres;  Montgomery,  twenty-three  thousand 
acres;  Scriven,  thirty-eight  thousand  acres;  and  Hancock,  ninety-six  thousand  acres.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Treasurer,  in  all  cases  of  application  to  subscribe,  to  require,  an  affidavit,  in  writing,  in  the  following  words: 
"  I  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  thiit  I  am  in  no  way  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  either  as  a  member,  or  other- 
wise, in  any  company's  purchase  of  lands  in  the  western  part  of  this  State,  and  tliat  the  subscription  which  I  propose 
to  enter  is  in  my  own  proper  right,  and  to  my  use  and  benefit  only."  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justices  of  the 
inferior  courts,  before  whom  wariants  of  attorney  authorizing  subscriptions  shall  be  executed,  to  require  a  like 
affidavit  on  the  back  of  such  warrant  of  attorney,  before  attesting  the  same;  and  the  land  so  subscribed  and  paid 
foi-  shall  be  held  by  such  subscribers,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants,  on  the  same 
terms,  and  upon  the  same  principles  with  original  purchasers  of  the  company,  in  which  they  shall  subscribe,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  fair  and  equal  representations  in  such  company,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  land,  so  by  them 
subscribed  and  paid  for. 

Aid  be  it  Jurlher  enacted,  That  upon  entering  any  subscription,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasu- 
rer, and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  receive  of  the  subscribers  the  purchase  money,  being  the  proportion  of  one-fifth 
part  of  such  subscription,  in  terms  of  this  act;  the  reriiaining  four-fifths,  or  balance  ol  the  purchase  money,  shall, 
within  four  months  from  and  after  the  openiiii;  of  the  said  book  of  subscriptions,  be  paid  unto  the  treasurer,  in  like 
manner,  as  aforesaid;  and,  in  case  such  balance  shall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  seven  months 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  subscriber  or  subscribers  so  failing  shall  be  at  liberty  to  with- 
draw their  said  subscription,  together  with  the  money  so  paid  by  them,  and  the  lands  so  subscribed  for  by  them 
shall' revert  to,  and  be  vested  in  the  company,  in  which  such  subscription  shall  have  been  made  or  entered. 

Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  that  tract  of  country,  including  islands,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  the 
following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  beginning  on  the  river  Mississippi,  at  the  place  where  the  latitude  of  thirty- 
one  degrees  and  eighteen  minutes  north  of  the  equator,  intersects  the  same;  thence,  a  due  east  course,  to  the  middle 
of  Don  or  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  middle  of  the  said  river,  to  v/here  it  intersects  the  latitude  of  thirty-two 
degrees  and  forty  minutes  north  of  the  equator;  thence,  a  due  west  cotarse,  along  the  Georgia  Company  line,  to  the 
river  Mississippi;  thence,  down  the  middle  of  the  same,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  sold  to  Nicholas  Long, 
Thomas  Glascock,  Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Thomas  Gumming,  and  their  associates,  called  the  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company,  to  them,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants, 
for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  bank  bills  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  warrants  as  are  made  payable  in  the  Georgia  Company's  purchase,  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say:  thirty-one  thousand  dollars  to  be  deposited  previous  to  the  passingof  this  act,  and  the  remaining 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  whenever  the  said  Nicholas  Long,  Thomas  Glascock,  Ambrose  Gordon,  and 
Thomas  Cuniining,  and  their  associates,  or  their  agent  or  agents,  shall  produce  to  his  excellency  the  Governor  a 
receipt  signed  by  the  Treasurer,  that  they  have  deposited  the  aforesaid  sum  of  thirty-one  thousand  dollars,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  and  ert'ect  of  this  act,  it  shall  then  be  the  duty  of  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  issue  and  sign  to  the  said  Nicholas  Long,  Thomas  Glascock,  Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Thomas  Cumming, 
and  their  associates,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants,  a  grant 
for  the  aforesaid  tract  of  country,  they  securing  the  last  payment  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars  to  the  State,  by  a  mortgage  to  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  his  successor  in  office,  on  the  whole  of  the 
land  so  granted,  which  mortgage  shall  be  immediately  foreclosed,  in  case  default  shall  be  made  in  the  payment  of 
the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dollars  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  Superior  Court  of  any  county  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  discretion  of  his  excellency  the 
Governor,  any  law  or  usage  regulating  the  mode  of  foreclosing  mortgages  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding;  and  the 
whole  sum  of  thirty  one  thousand  dollcirs  deposited  will  become  forfeited  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  State;  and  the 
grant  to  be  given  to  the  said  Nicholas  Long,  Thomas  Glascock,  Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Thomas  Cumming,  and  their 
associates,  as  aforesaid,  to  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  null  and  void. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  shall  reserve,  for  the  use  of  the  citizens 
of  Georgia,  exclusively,  the  quantity  of  six  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres  of  their  purchase,  to  be  subsci'ibed,  or 
held  and  appropriated  on  the  same  terms,  and  to  be  represented  in  like  manner,  as  the  land  reserved  by  the  Geor- 
gia Company,  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  that  tract  of  country,  including  islands,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  the 
following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  beginning  at  the  Mississippi  river,  where  the  northern  boundary  line  of  this  State 
strikes  the  same  thence,  along  the  said  northern  boundary  line,  due  east,  to  the  Tennessee  river:  thence,  along  the 
said  'I'ennessee  river,  to  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek:  thence,  up  Bear  creek,  to  where  the  parallel  of  latitude  twenty- 
tive  British  statute  miles,  south  of  the  northern  b(iundary  line  of  this  State,  intersects  the  same;  thence,  along  the 
said  last  mentioned  parallel  of  latitude,  across  Tombigbee  or  Twenty  Miles  creek,  due  west  to  the  Mississippi  river; 
thence,  up  the  middle  of  the  said  river  to  the  beginning  shall  be  sold  to  John  B.  Scott,  John  C.  Nightingale,  and 
Wade  Hampton,  called  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  fee  simple,  as  te- 
nants in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants,  for  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  bank  bills 
of  (he  United  States,  and  such  warrants  as  are  made  payable  in  the  Georgia  Company's  purchase,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say:  five  thousand  dollars,  part  thereof  to  be  deposited  previous  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  the 
remaining  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next- 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the  said  John  B.  Scott,  John  C.  Nightingale,  and  Wade  Hampton,  or 
their  agent  or  agents,  shall  produce  to  his  excellency  the  Governor,  a  receipt  signed  by  the  treasurer,  that  they 
have  deposited  the  aforesaid  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  according  to  the  tenor  and  eftect  of  this  act,  it  shall  then 
be  the  duty  of  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  he;  is  hereby  required  to  issue  and  sign  to  the  said  John  B.  Scott, 
John  C.  Mightingale,  and  Wade  Hampton,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as 
joint  tenants,  a  grant  for  the  aforesaid  land,  they  securing  the  last  payment  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  the  State, 
by  a  mortgage  to  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  his  successors  in  office,  on  the  whole  of  the  land  so  granted; 
which  mortgage  shall  be  immecliately  foreclosed,  in  case  default  shall  be  made  in  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  as  aforesaid,  in  the  Superior  Court  of  any  coun- 
ty within  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  discretion  of  his  excellency  the  Governor,  any_  law  or  usage  regulating  the 
mode  of  foreclosing  mortgages  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding;  and  the  whole  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  deposit- 
ed shal  I  become  forfeited  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  State;  and  the  grant  to  be  given  to  the  said  Johr.  B.  Scott,  John 
C.  Nightingale,  and  Wade  Hampton,  as  aforesaid,  to  be,  and  the  same  in  that  case  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  nulland 
void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Upper  Mississippi  Company  shall  reserve  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  Georgia,  exclusively,  the  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  acres  of  their  purchase,  to  be 
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subscribed  for,  held,  and  appropriated,  on  the  same  terms,  and  to  be  represented  in' like  manner,  as  hereinbefore 
pointed  out,  in  respect  to  the  lands  reserved  for  the  citizens  in  the  Georgia  Company. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  that  tract  of  land  including  islands,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  the  fol- 
lowing boundary  lines:  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river;  thence  up 
the  said  creek,  to  the  most  southern  source  thereof;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  latitude  of  thirty-four  degrees  ten  mi- 
nutes north  of  the  equator;  thence,  a  due  east  course,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles;  thence,  a  due  north  course,  to  the 
Great  Tennessee  river;  thence,  up  the  middle  of  the  said  river,  to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  this  .State;  thence,  a 
due  west  course,  along  the  said  line,  to  where  it  intersects  the  Great  Tennessee  river,  below  the  Mussel  shoals; 
thence,  up  the  said  rivei-,  to  the  place  of  beg-inning.  shall  be  sold  unto  Zachariah  Cox,  Matthias  Maher,  and  their  as- 
sociates, called  the  Tennessee  Company,  and  to  their  lieirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants  in  common, 
and  not  as  joint  tenants,  for  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  bank  bUls  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  warrants  as  are  made  payable  in  Georgia  Company's  purchase,  thijt  is  to  say:  twelve  thousand  dollars  to  be 
deposited  as  part  thereof,  previous  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  the  remaining  foity-eight  thousand  dollars  to  be 
paid  on  or  betbre  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the  said  Zachariah  Cox  and  Matthias  Maher,  and  their  associates,  or 
their  agent  or  agents,  shall  produce  to  his  excellency  the  Governor  a  receipt  signed  by  the  tieasurer  that  they 
have  deposited  the  said  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  this  act,  it  shall  then 
be  the  duty  of  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  sign  and  issue  to  the  said  Zachariah  Cox 
and  Matthias  Maher,  and  their  associates,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as 
joint  tenants,  a  grant  for  the  aforesaid  tract  of  country,  they  securing  the  last  payment  of  the  forty-eight  thousand 
dollars  to  the  State,  by  a  mortgage  to  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  his  siiccessors  in  office,  on  the  whole  of  the 
land  so  granted,  which  mortgage  shall  be  immediately  foreclosed  in  case  default  shall  he  made  in  the  payment  of 
the  said  sum  of  forty-eight  thousand  dollars,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  as  aforesaid,  in  the  su- 
perior court  of  any  county  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  discretion  of  his  excellency  the  Governor,  any  law 
or  usage  regulating  the  mode  of  foreclosing  mortgages  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding;  and  the  whole  sum  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars  deposited,  shall  become  forfeited  to  and  for  the  use  of  tlie  State,  and  the  grant  to  be  given 
to  the  said  Zachariah  Cox  and  Matthias  Maher,  and  their  associates  aforesaid,  to  be,  and  the  same  in  that  case  is 
hereby  declared  to  be,  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Tennessee  Company  shall  reserve  for  and  to  the  use  of  the  citizens  of 
Georgia,  exclusively,  the  quantity  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  acres,  to  be  subscribed  ibr,  held,  and  ap- 
propriated on  the  same  terms,  and  to  be  represented  in  like  manner,  as  the  lands  reserved  by  the  Georgia  Company, 
as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Tennessee  Company  shall  reserve  a  further  quantity  of  fifty  thousand 
acres,  to  be  gratuitously  divided,  share  and  share  alike,  between  the  commissioners  appointed  by  this  Slate,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  quantity,  quality,  and  circumstances  of  the  Great  Bend  of  Tennessee  i  iver,  which  shall  be 
held  by  them  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants,  and  be  represented  in  like  manner  as  the  lands  reserv- 
ed by  the  other  companies,  for  the  use  of  the  citizens,  as  a  compensation  to  the  said  commissioners,  for  their  ser- 
vices rendered  the  State  in  that  capacity. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  sums  so  paid  by  the  citizens  for  lands  subscribed  for  by  them,  agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  the  act,  shall  be  received  in  payment,  and  as  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  said  companies  respec- 
tively. 

And  be  it  further  enacled,Th&tt\ie  grants  to  be  issued  to  the  respective  companies,  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be 
free  from  all  further  or  other  expense  whatsoever,  the  fees  of  office  accruing  upon  one  grant  to  each  company  except- 
ed, which  shall  be  to  the  Surveyor  General,  three  dollars;  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  three  dollars;  and  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  three  dollars;  and  that  the  lands  to  be  granted  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  free  from  taxa- 
tion, until  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  represented  in  the  Legislature. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  grantees  and  purchasers  of  the  land  aforesaid  shall  forbear  all  hostile 
and  wanton  attacks  on  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  which  may  be  found  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  and  keep  this 
State  free  from  all  charges  and  expenses  which  may  attend  the  preserving  of  peace  between  the  said  Indians  and  the 
grantees,  and  extinguishing  the  Indian  claims  to  the  territory  included  within  their  respective  purchases:  Andpro- 
vided  further,  That  this  State  and  the  Government  thereof  shall  at  no  time  hereafter  be  subject  to  any  suit  at  law 
or  in  equity,  or  claim  or  pretension  whatever,  for  or  on  account  of  any  deduction  in  the  quantity  of  the  said  territory, 
or  on  account  of  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  to  be  paid,  as  atoresaid,  by  any  recovery  which  may  or  shall  be 
had  on  any  foiraer  or  other  claim  or  claims  whatever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  territory,  except  what  shall  beappropria- 
ted|to  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  claims,  as  hereinafter  expressed,  shall  be  vested  in  six  per  cents,  or  such  other 
stock  in  the  funds  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  directed  by  this  or  a  future  Legislature;  and  the  interest  arising 
thereon,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  civil  establishment  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Government  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  immediately  after  the  Indian  claims  to  the  land  lying  between  the  Oconee  and 
Ocmulgee  rivers,  including  that  tract  of  country  lying  east  of  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  place  called  Fort  Romu- 
lus, on  the  Ocmulgee  river,  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river,  or  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Akinfonoka  swamp,  may 
be  extinguished,  the  grantees  of  the  several  companies  and  their  associates  are  hereby  authorized  to  apply  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  their  concurrence  in  extinguishing  the  Indian  claims  to  the  different  tracts  of 
country  by  them  severally  hereby  purchased,  or  as  much  thereof  as  to  them  may  seem  practicable,  which  extinguish- 
ment of  claims  to  the  lands  so  purchased  shall  be  at  the  proper  expense  of  the  respective  companies  and  within  five 
years  thereafter  the  said  companies  shall  severally  form  settlements  on  the  lands  where  the  claims  may  be  so  extin- 
guished, or  forfeit  the  further  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  each  company  so  failing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  part  of  the  first  payment  to  be  made  by  the 
companies  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be.  appropriated  and  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of 
extinguishing  the  Indian  claim,  in  addition  to  the  twenty  thousand*  dollars  appropriated  by  the  act.  entitled  An  act 
appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of  this  State,  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned.  * 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  grantees  and  their  associates  shall  not  be  entitled  to  dispose  of  the 
said  territory,  in  part  or  in  whole,  in  any  way  or  manner,  to  any  foreign  King,  Prince,  Potentate,  or  Power  whatever; 
which  condition  shall  be  specially  expressed  in  the  face  of  the  grant. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  lands  lying  westward  and  southward  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  se- 
veral company  purchases,  and  not  included  therein,  estimated  at  one-lourth  of  the  whole  lands  lying  westward  and 
southward  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  said  puichases.  and  supposed  to  contain  seven  millions  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  acres,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be.  reserved  and  set  apart  to  and  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  this  State,  to  be  granted  out,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  as  a  future  Legislature  may  direct. 

THOMAS  NAPIER,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
BENJAMIN  TALLIAFERRO,  President  of  the  Senate. 

GEORGE  MATHEWS,  Governor. 
Concurred,  January  7,  1795. 
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AN  ACT  declaring  null  and  void  a  cei-tain  usurped  act,  passed  by  the  last  Legislature  of  this  State,  at  Augusta,  on  the  seventh 
•  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -five,  under  the  pretended  title  of  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  for  appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of  this  State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,'  declaring  the  right  of  this  State  to  the  unappropriated  territory  thereof,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  for  expunging  from  the  face  of  the  public  records  the  said  usurped 
act,  and  for  declaring  the  right  of  this  State  to  all  lands  lying  within  the  boundaries  therein  mentioned. 

Whereas,  the  free  citizens  of  this  State,  or,  in  other  words,  the  community  thereof,  are  essentially  the  source  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  State,  and  no  individual  or  body  of  men  can  be  entitled  to,  or  vested  with,  any  authority  which 
is  not  expressly  derived  from  that  source,  and  the  exercise  or  assumption  of  powers  not  so  derived,  become,  of  them- 
selves, oppression  and  usurpation — which  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  people,  or  their  representatives,  to  resist, 
and  to  restore  the  rights  of  the  community  so  usurped  and  infringed. 

And  whereas,  the  will  or  constitution  of  the  good  people  of  this  State  is  the  only  existing  legal  authority  derived 
from  the  essential  source  of  sovereignty,  and  is  the  only  foundation  of  the  legislative  power  or  government  thereof, 
and,  so  far  as  that  will  or  constitution  expressly  warrants,  tiie  Legislature  may  go,  but  no  further;  and  all  constructive 
powers,  not  necessarily  deduced  from  that  expressive  will,  are  violations  of  that  essential  source  of  sovereignty  and 
the  lights  of  the  citizens,  and  are,  therefore,  of  no  binding  force  or  effect  on  the  State,  or  the  good  people  thereof,  but 
null  and  void. 

And  whereas,  the  last  Legislature  of  this  State,  not  confining  itself  to  the  powers  with  which  that  body  was  con- 
stitutionally invested,  did  usurp  a  power  to  pass  an  act  on  the  seventh  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  entitled  ''  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for  appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated 
territory  of  this  State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  declaring 
the  right  of  this  State  to  the  unappropriated  territory  thereof,  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the  frontiers,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  by  which  an  enormous  tract  of  unascertained  millions  of  acres  of  the  vacant  territory  of  this  State 
was  attempted  to  be  disposed  of  to  a  few  individuals,  in  fee  simple,  and  the  same  is  not  only  unfounded,  as  being 
without  express  constitutional  authority,  but  is  repugnant  to  that  authority,  as  well  as  to  the  principles  and  form  of 
government,  the  good  citizens  of  this  State  have  chosen  for  their  rule,  which  is  democratical,  ora  government  found- 
ed on  equality  of  rights,  and  which  is  totally  opposed  to  all  proprietary  grants  or  monopolies  in  favor  of  a  few,  which 
tend  to  build  up  that  destructive  aristocracy  in  the  new,  which  is  tumbling  in  the  old  world;  and  which,  if  permit- 
ted, must  end  in  the  annihilation  of  democracy  and  equal  rights — those  rights  and  principles  of  government,  which 
our  virtuous  forefathers  fought  for  and  established  with  their  blood. 

And  whereas,  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  declares,  "  The 
United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  government,"  which  could  never  have  been 
intended  to  be  a  republican  aristocracy,  and  which  such  extravagant  grants  tentL  to  establish,  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  expressly  acknowledging  a  republican  democracy  as  the  foundation  of  the  people,  it  receiv- 
ing all  its  force  and  power  from  their  hands  or  their  gift,  which  is  manifest  from  its  context,  "  We,  the  people  of  the 
United  States." 

And  whereas,  as  beforementioned,  the  said  usurped  act  is  repugnant  to  the  constitutional  authority,  inasmuch  as 
that  by  the  sixteenth  section  of  tlie  first  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  State,  it  is  declared  "That  the  General 
Assembly  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws  and  ordinances  which  they  shall  deem  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
good  of  the  State,  which  shall  not  be  repugnant  to  this  constitution."  And  the  said  usurped  act  is  opposed  to  the 
good  of  the  State,  and  it  is  self-evident  that  the  Legislature  which  assumed  the  power  did  not  deem  it  for  the  good 
of  the  State— 

1st.  Because  self-preservation,  or  the  protecting  itself,  is  the  greatest  good  and  first  duty  of  every  Government; 
and,  as  has  been  shown,  immense  monopolies  of  land,  by  a  few  individuals,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Government, 
are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  democracy  or  the  fundamental  laws  the  citizens  of  this  State  have  chosen  for  their 
rule,  which,  so  far  from  being  for  the  good  or  self-preservation  of  the  democratical  or  equal  government,  is  most 
manifestly  tor  its  destruction  and  injury. 

2d.  Because  the  expression  "  good  of  the  State"  embraces  the  good  of  the  citizens  composing  the  State,  and  the 
good  of  the  citizens  consists  in  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  rights,  natural  or  ac- 
quired, not  expressly  delegated  fur  the  purposes  of  government;  and  a  sale  of  such  an  enormous  tract  to  a  few  spe- 
culators, which  was  and  is  the  common  right  of  all  the  good  citizens  of  this  State,  is  contrary  to  those  rights,  and, 
therefore,  to  their  manifest  injury,  and,  of  course,  to  the  injury  of  the  State. 

3d.  Because,  even  supposing  constitutional  authority  to  have  been  vested  in  the  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of 
such  disposal,  the  Legislature  was  not  vested  with  power  to  transfer  the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  State  over 
the  territory  attempted  to  be  disposed  of,  which  it  has  done,  by  opening  a  door  for  sale  to  foreign  >PowerSj  and  a 
relinquishment  of  the  powers  of  taxation,  until  the  proprietors  choose  to, be  represented;  which  is,  in  fact,  dismem- 
bering the  State,  and  which  transfer  and  relinquishment  of  taxation  cannot  be  for  the  good  of  the  State. 

4th.  Because  there  was  no  necessity  or  pressing  urgency  for  the  sale  of  such  an  immense  tract  of  territory,  equal 
to  some  European  kingdoms,  to  carry  into  execution  and  operation  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  claims  to  the 
lands  between  the  Oconee  and  Ocmulgee,  contemplated  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  appropriating  a  part  of 
the  unlocated  territory  of  this  State  for  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;" 
the  subterfuge  on  which  the  said  usurped  act  of  the  seventh  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  was  founded,  when  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose  was  but  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and 
funds  to  a  greater  amount  were  then  in  the  tre.isury  unappropriated;  and  because  no  State  or  nation  is  justified  in 
wantonly  dissipating  its  property  or  revenues,  and  a  legal  alienation  of  which  can  only  take  place  from  the  most 
pressing  necessity;  and  the  territory  attempted  to  be  disposed  of  (was  the  said  usurped  law  valid)  was  wantonly  dis- 
sipated, it  being  disposed  of  for  the  trifling  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a  sum  not  adequate  to  the  annual 
quit-rents  such  lands  were  charged  with  previt)usly  to  the  Revolution,  by  the  British  King;  which  wanton  dissi- 
pation cannot  be  for  the  good  of  the  State. 

5th.  Becau'je,  exclusive  of  the  immense  loss  of  revenue  to  whic4i  the  State  is  exposed,  from  the  relinquishment 
of  taxation,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  accepted  as  the  consideration  money  for  the  sale,  and  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  offered  by  persons  of  as  large  a  capital,  and  as  much  respectability  and  cre- 
dit, and  on  terms  more  advantageous  to  the  State,  was  refused;  wnich,  as  it  was  (should  the  said  usurped  act  have 
been  considered  valid)  a  clear  loss  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  revenues  of  the  State,  it  is  evident  that 
the  law  authorizing  the  sale  was  not  deemed  by  the  Legislature  for  "  the  good  of  the  State,"  which  must  have  con- 
sisted in  obtaining  the  highest  price  and  the  most  advantageous  terms. 

6th.  For  the  very  excellent  reasons  given  by  his  excellency  the  Governor,  in  his  dissent  to  the  first  bill  for  the 
disposal  of  the  said  territory,  delivered  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Decetriber,  one  thou  ■ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  which  bill  was  not  materially  different  from  the  act  in  question,  and  which 
reasons  prove  that  his  excellency,  as  a  negative  branch  of  the  Legislature,  although  he  concurred  in  the  law,did  not 
deem  it  for  "  the  good  of  the  State,"  and  which  dissent  was  in  the  words  following: 

1st.  I  doubt  whether  the  proper  time  is  arrived  for  disposing  of  the  territory  in  question. 

3d.  If  it  was  the  proper  time,  the  sum  offered  is  inadequate  to  the  value  of  the  land. 

3d.  The  quantity  reserved  for  the  citizens  is  too  small,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  purchase. 

4th.  That  greater  advantages  are  secured  to  the  purchasers  than  to  the  citizens. 

5th.  That  so  large  an  extent  of  territory  being  disposed  of  to  companies  or  individuals,  will  operate  as  monopo- 
lies, which  will  prevent  or  retard  settlements,  population,  and  agriculture. 

6th.  That,  should  such  disposition  be  made,  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  lands  should  be  reserved  for  the  future  dis- 
posal of  the  State. 
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7th.  That  if  public  notice  was  given  that  the  land  was  for  sale,  the  rivalship  in  purchasers  would  most  properly 
have  increased  the  sums  oftiiied.  .        ,      ,        t  ,  •  >    i  . 

8th.  'I'he  power  given  to  the  Executive  by  the  constitution,  the  duty  1  owe  the  community,  and  the  sacredness 
of  my  oath  of  office,  will,  I  flatter  myself,  justify  this  dissent  in  the  minds  of  the  Legislature,  and  of  my  other  lel- 
low-citizens. 

\nd  whereas,  the  said  usurped  law,  passed  on  the  seventh  day  of  January,  one' thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  is  also  repugnant  to  the  aforerecited  sixteenth  section,  inasmuch  as  it  is  repugnant  to  the  seventeenth  or 
subsequent  section  of  the  said  first  article,  which  declares,  "  They  (the  Legislature)  shall  have  power  to  alter  the 
boundaries  of  the  present  counties,  and  to  (ay  oft' new  ones,  aa  well  out  of  the  counties  already  laid  off,  as  out  ot  the 
other  territory  belonging  to  the  State.  When  a  new  county  or  counties  shall  be  laid  off  out  of  any  present  county 
or  counties,  such  new  county  or  counties  shall  have  their  representation  apportioned  out  of  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  county  or  counties  out  of  which  it  or  they  shall  be  laid  out;  and  when  any  new  county  shall  be  laid 
off  in  the  vacant  territory  belonging  to  the  State,  such  county  shall  have  a  number  ot  representatives,  not  exceeditig 
three,  to  be  regulated  and  determined  by  the  General  Assembly;"  and  the  territory  disposed  of  not  lying  within 
the  limits  of  any  county  already  laid  off,  and  a  sale  and  grant  thereof,  should  the  said  usurped  law  be  deemed 
valid,  having  been  made,  it  could  not  be  defined  the  vacant  territory  belonging  to  the  State,  whereby  the  constitu- 
tional powers  vested  in  the  General  Assembly,  by  the  said  seventeenth  section,  would  be  barred  and  prevented,  and, 
consequently,  the  settlers  on  the  territory  sold  be  deprived  of  the  constitutional  right  of  representation,  and  is  not 
only  thus  repugnant  to  the  said  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  sections,  but  thereby,  and  by  the  relinquishment  of  the 
right  of  taxation,  until  the  settlers  were  represented,  which  ihey  cannot  constitutionally  be,  is  also  repugnant  to  the 
whole  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  it  operating  as  a  dereliction  of  jurisdictional  rights,  and  a  virtual  dismem- 
berment of  the  State.  . 

And  whereas,  in  and  by  the  articles  of  confederation  entered  into  and  finally  ratified  on  the  first  day  ot  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  by  the  then  thirteen  States  of  America,  the  territory  within  the  limits 
of  each  of  the  said  States  is,  to  each  of  them,  respectively,  confirmed  and  guarantied,  first  by  the  second  article,  to 
wit:  "  Each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  and  every  povver,  jurisdiction,  and  righty» 
which  is  not  by  the  confederation  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled-"  And  second, 
by  the  last  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  ninth  article,  "No  State  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit 
of  the  tjnited  States."  And  in  and  by  the  first  clause  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  federal  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  "All  engagements  entered  into  before  the  adoption  of  the  said  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the 
United  States  under  the  said  constitution  as  under  the  confederation;"  and  by  the  twelfth  article  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  said  constitution,  ratified  and  adopted,  "  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  9r  to  the  people." 

And  whereas,  in  and  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  third  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  were  established,  and  the  said  United  States 
fully  recognized  and  acknowledged  by  the  first  article  thereof,  in  the  words  following:  "His  Britannic  Majesty 
acknowledges  the  said  United  States,  viz:  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts-bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to 
be  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States;  that  he  treats  with  them  as  such,  and  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, relinquishes  all  claims  to  the  government,  proprietary,  and  territorial  rights  of  the  same;"  and  by  the  second 
article  it  is  declared,  •'  And  that  all  disputes  which  might  arise  in  future  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries  of  the  said 
United  States  may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  following  are,  and  shall  be  their  boundaries."  And 
those  boundaries  thereby  declared,  which  limit  the  westwardlyand  southwardly  partsof  this  State,  are  thus  defined: 
"  Along  the  middle  of  theMississippi,  until  it  shall  intersect  the  northernmost  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude; south,  by  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  the  terininationof  the  line  last  mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees 
north  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Appalachicola  or  Chattahoochee;  thence  along  the  middle  thereof, 
to  its  junction  with  Flint  river;  thence  straight  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river;  an<t  thence  along  the  middle  of  St. 
Mary's  river,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean:"  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain  did,  by  proclamation  dated  the  7th  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  1763,  annex  to  the  then  province  of  Georgia  all  the  lands  lying  between  the  said  river  St. 
Mary's  and  the  Altamaha,  its  former  boundary,  claimed  by  South  Carolina  under  her  charters;  and  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  in  and  by  a  convention  held  and  concluded  between  the  commissioners  of  the  said  States,  at  Beau- 
fort, under  the  authority  and  articles  of  the  confederation,  on  the  28th  day  of  April.  1787,  did  confirm  to  the  State 
of  Georgia  the  southward  and  westwardly  boundaries  described  in  the  said  treaty  of  Paris,  by  a  cession  and  relin- 
quishment of  all  right,  title,  and  claim,  which  the  said  State  possessed  from  the  original  charter  thereof,  to  the  Govern- 
ment, sovereignty,  and  jurisdiction  in  and  over  the  same,  and  also  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  soil  from  the  native 
Indians,  and  all  other  the  estate,  property,  and  claim,  in  or  to  the  said  land;  and  the  boundaries  so  described  also 
coincide  with  the  boundaries  of  this  State  as  described  by  the  land  act  of  this  State  now  in  force,  passed  at  Savannah, 
the  17th  of  September,  in  tlie  year  1783,  (except  as  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State)  which  by  the  said  conven- 
tion is  thus  established  and  ratified  by  the  first  article  thereof:  "  The  most  northern  branch  or  stream  of  the  river 
Savannah,  from  the  sea  or  mouth  of  such  stream,  to  the  fork  or  confluence  of  the  rivers  now  called  Tugaloo,  or  Keowee; 
and  from  thence  to  the  most  northern  branch  or  stream  of  the  said  river  Tugaloo,  till  it  intersects  the  north  boundary 
of  South  Carolina,  if  the  said  branch  or  stream  of  Tugaloo  extends  so  far  north,  reserving  all  the  islands  in  the  said 
rivers  Savannah  and  Tugaloo  to  Georgia;  but  if  the  head,  spring,  or  source  of  any  branch  or  stream  of  the  said  river 
Tugaloo  does  not  extend  to  the  north  boundary  of  South  Carolina,  then  a  west  line  to  the  Mississippi." 

And  whereas,  until  the  formation  of  the  confederation,  there  could  possibly  belong  no  territorial  rights  to  the 
United  States,  nor  after  such  formation  within  the  chartered  limits  of  any  State,  but  such  as  were  specially  ceded 
and  relinquished  by  the  respective  States;  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Georgia  have  by  no  act  of  theirs,  or  in  any 
manner  or  shape  whatever,  transferred  or  alienated,  or  delegated  a  power  to  transfer  or  alienate  the  territory 
attempted  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  said  usurped  act  passed  on  the  7th  of  January,  in  the  year  1795;  and  the  same 
and  every  part  thereof  is  hereby  declared  to  be  vested  in  the  State  and  people  thereof,  and  inalienable,  but  by  a 
convention  called  by  the  people  for  that  express  purpose,  or  by  some  clause  of  power  expressed  by  the  people  dele- 
gating such  express  power  to  the  Legislature  in  the  constitution. 

And  whereas,  divested  of  all  fundamental  and  constitutional  authority  which  the  said  usurped  act  might  be  de- 
clared by  its  advocates,  and  those  who  claim  under  it,  to  be  founded  on  fraud,  has  been  practised  to  obtain  it  and 
the  grants  under  it;  and  it  is  a  fundamental  principle,  both  of  law  and  equity,  that  there  cannot  be  a  wrong  with- 
out a  remedy,  and  the  State  and  the  citizens  thereof  have  suffered  a  most  grievous  injury  in  the  barter  of  their 
rights  by  the  said  usurped  act  and  grants,  and  there  is  no  court  existing,  if  the  dignity  of  the  State  would  permit  her 
entering:  one,  for  the  trial  of  fraud  and  collusion  of  individuals,  or  to  contest  her  sovereignty  with  them,  whereby 
the  remedy  for  so  notorious  an  injury  could  be  obtained;  and  it  can  no  where  better  lie  than  with  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  chosen  by  them,  after  due  promulg'ation  by  the  grand  juries  of  most  of  the  counties  of  the  State, 
of  the  means  practised,  and  by  the  remonstrances  of  the  people  of  the  convention,  held  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  1795,  setting  forth  the  atrocious  peculation,  corruption,  and  collusion,  by  which  the  said  usurped  act  and  grants 
were  obtained. 

And  whereas,  the  said  petitions  and  remonstrances  of  the  good  people  composing  the  State,  to  the  said  late  con- 
vention, held  at  Louisville  on  the  said  10th  day  of  May,  1795,  produced  a  resolution  of  that  body  in  the  following 
words:  "  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention  that,  from  the  numbers,  respectability,  and  ground  of 
complaint  stated  in  the  sundry  petitions  laid  before  them,  that  this  is  a  subject  of  importance,  meriting  legislative 
deliberation:  Ordered,  therefore,  Tliat  such  petitions  be  preserved  by  the  Secretary,  and  laid  before  the  next  Legis- 
lature at  their  ensuing  session."  Which  resolution  invests  this  Legislature  with  conventional  pov/ers.,  quoad  hoc, 
or,  in  common  terms,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  same,  and  which  gives  additional  validity  to  legislative 
authority,  were  the  powers  of  one  Legislature  over  the  acts  of  another  to  be  attempted  to  be  questioned. 
21  p 
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And  whereas,  it  does  appear  from  sundry  affidavits  and  a  variety  of  proofs  satisfactory  to  this  Legislature,  as  well 
as  from  the  presentments  of  the  grand  juries,  on  oath,  of  a  considerable  miijority  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  and  by 
the  aforerecited  petitions  and  remonstrances  of  the  good  people  thereof  to  the  convention,  and  by  numerous  peti- 
tions to  this  present  Legislature  to  the  same  purport,  as  also  from  the  self-evident  proof  of  fraud,  arising  from  the 
rejection  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  acceptance  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  the  considera  ■ 
tiim  money  for  which  the  said  territory  was  sold;  that  fraud  and  corruption  were  practised  to  obtain  the  said  act  and 
grants,  and  that  a  majority  of  those  members  of  the  Legislature  vvhu  voted  in  favor  of  the  aforesaid  act  were  en- 
gaged in  the  [)urchase;  and  a  majority  of  one  vote  only  appeared  in  favor  of  this  said  usurped  act  in  Senate,  and  on 
which  majority  in  that  branch  the  same  was  passed,  and  corru[)tion  appears  against  more  than  one  member  of  that 
body;  which,  exclusive  of  the  many  deceptions  used,  and  the  inadequacy  of  price  for  such  an  immense  and  valua- 
ble tract  of  country,  would  be  sufficient  in  equity,  reason,  and  law,  to  invalidate  the  contract,  even  supposing  it  to 
be  constitutional,  which  this  Legislature  declares  it  is  not. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted.  That  the  said  usurped  act,  passed  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1795,  entitled 
"  An  act,  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  An  act  for  appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of  this  State,  for 
the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  declaring  the  right  of  this  State  to 
the  unappropriated  territory  thereof,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes,"  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  declared  null  and  void;  and  the  grant  or  grants,  right  or  rights,  claim  or  claims,  issuing,  deduced,  orderived 
therefrom,  or  from  any  clause,  letter,  or  spirit  ot  the  same,  or  any  part  of  the  same,  is  hereby  also  annulled,  ren- 
dered void,  and  of  no  effect;  and,  as  the  same  was  made  without  constitutional  authority,  and  fraudulently  obtained, 
it  is  hereby  declared  of  no  binding,  force,  or  effect,  on  this  State,  or  the  people  thereof;  but  is  and  are  to  be  consi- 
dered, both  law  and  grants,  as  they  ought  to  be  ipso  facto,  of  themselves  void,  and  the  territory  therein  mentioned 
is  also  hereby  declared  to  be  the  sole  property  of  the  State,  subject  only  to  the  right  of  treaty  of  the  United  States, 
to  enable  the  State  to  purchase,  under  its  pre-emption  right,  the  Indian  title  to  the  same. 

2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  within  three  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  different  branches  of  the 
Legislature  shall  assemble  together;  at  vvhich  meeting,  the  officers  shall  attend,  with  the  several  records,  documents, 
and  deeds,  in  the  Secretary's,  Surveyor  General's,  and  other  public  offices;  and  which  records  and  documents  shall 
\hen  and  there  be  expunged  from  the  face  and  indexes  of  the  books  of  record  of  the  State,  and  the  enrolled  law  or 
usurped  act  shall  then  be  publicly  burnt,  in  order  that  no  trace  of  so  unconstitutional,  vile,  and  fraudulent  a  trans- 
action, other  than  the  infamy  attached  to  it  by  this  law,  shall  remain  in  the  public  offices  thereof;  and  it  is  hereby 
declared  the  duty  of  the  county  officers  of  record,  where  any  conveyance,  bond,  or  other  deed  whatever,  shall  have 
been  recorded,  relating  to  the  sale  of  said  territory,  under  the  said  usurped  act,  to  produce  the  book  wherein  the 
said  deed,  bond,  or  conveyance  may  be  so  recorded,  to  the  superior  court,  at  the  next  session  of  the  court  after  the 
passing  this  law,  and  which  court  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  such  clerk  or  keeper  of  the  public  records  of  the  county 
to  obliterate  the  same  in  their  presence;  and  if  such  clerk  or  keeper  of  records  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do,  he  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby,  declared  incapable  of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  confidence  in  this  State,  and  the  superior 
court  shall  suspend  him;  and,  fiom  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  if  any  clerk  of  a  county,  notary  public,  or 
other  officer  keeping  record,  shall  enter  any  transaction,  agreement,  conveyance,  grant,  law,  or  contract,  relative  to 
the  said  purchase  under  the  said  usurped  act  on  their  books  of  record,  whereby  claim  can  be  derived  of  authority  of 
record,  he  or  they  shall  be  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  within  this  State,  and  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  within  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State;  one 
half  thereof  to  be  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  be  lodged  in  the  treasury  for  the  use 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  usurped  law,  passed  on  the  7th  of  January,  in  the  year  1795,  shall  not, 
nor  shall  any  grant  or  grants,  issued  by  virtue  thereof,  or  any  deed  or  conveyance,  agreement  or  contract,  scrip  or 
paper  relative  thereto,  be  received  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  of  this  State,  so  far  as  to  establish  a  right 
to  the  said  territory,  or  to  any  part  thereof:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
such  deed  or  conveyance,  agreement  or  contract,  between  individuals,  scrip  issued  by  the  pretended  purchasers,  or 
other  paper,  from  being  received  as  evidence  in  private  actions  for  the  recovery  of  any  moneys  given,  paid,  or  ex- 
changed, as  the  consideration  for  the  pretended  sales  by  the  original  pretended  purchasers,  or  persons  claiming  and 
selling  by  and  under  them. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  required 
to  issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer,  after  the  expiration  of  sixty  days,  in  favor  of  such  persons  as  may  have  bona  fide 
deposited  moneys,  bank  bills,  or  stock,  in  the  funds  of  the  United  States,  or  warrants,  in  part  or  in  whole  payment 
of  pretended  shares  of  the  said)  retended  purchased  territory:  Provided,  The  same  shall  be  now  therein,  and  not 
otherwise:  And  provided,  also,  That  the  risk  attending  the  keeping  the  sum  or  sums  so  paid  in,  be  deemed,  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  lie  entirely  with  the  persons  who  deposited  them;  and  that  any  charge  of  guards  or  other  expenses 
for  safe  keeping  thereof  be  deducted  therefrom;  and  in  case  of  neglect  of  application  to  his  excellency  therefor, 
within  eight  months  after  the  passing  this  act,  the  same  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  deemed  property  derelict,  and  es- 
cheated to  and  for  the  use  of  this  State. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  pretended  power  assumed,  usurped,  or  intended  by  the  said  act,  or  any 
clause  or  letter  of  the  same,  or  which  may  or  can  be  construed  to  that  purpose  by  the  said  usurped  act,  grantor  grants 
under  it,  or  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  to  apply  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  claims  to  the  lands  within  the  boundaries  in  the  said  usurped  act  men- 
tioned, and  the  holding  any  treaty  by  the  said  General  Government,  in  consequence  of  any  application  therefor,  by 
the  company  purchasers,  under  the  said  usurped  act,  so  far  as  may  effect  the  rights  of  this  State  to  the  lands 
therein  described,  is,  and  are  hereby  also  declared,  null  and  void;  and  the  right  of  applying  for,  and  the  extinguish- 
ment of  Indian  claims  to,  any  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  this  State,  as  herein  described,  being  a  sovereign  right, 
is  hereby  further  declared  to  be  vested  in  the  people  and  Government  of  this  State,  to  whom  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  the  same  belongs,  subject  only  to  the  controlling  power  of  the  United  States  to  authorize  any  treaty  or  treaties 
for,  and  to  superintend  the  same. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  order  to  prevent  future  frauds  on  individuals,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  admit,  his  excellency  the  Governor  is  hereby  required,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  law, 
to  promulgate  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

THOMAS  STEPHENS,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativts. 
BENJAMIN  TALIAFERRO,  President  of  the  Senate. 
Concurred,  February  nth,  1796. 

JARED  IRWIN,  Governor. 
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GEORGIA   LAND    CLAIMS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    FEBRUARY   32,    1803. 

To  the  honorable  Speaker  of  (he  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 
Sir: 

Tlie  undersigned,  claimants  and  agents  of  claimants  of  lands  situate  in  tlie  territory  lately  ceded  (o  (he 
United  States  by  tiie  State  of  Georgia,  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  communicate  to  the  honorable  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, their  respectful  acknowledgments  for  the  opportunity  offered  to  them  of  being  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  in  support  of  their  claims,  and,  at  the  same  titne,  to  decline  occupying  the  time  of  the  House,  so  near  the 
close  of  the  session  of  Congress,  and  when  so  many  important  subjects  are  pressing  for  consideration.  The  under- 
signed have  never  considered  the  law  under  which  the  report*  was  made  by  the  honorable  commissioners  of  the 
United  States,  and  which  is  now  before  the  honorable  Hoiise,  as  providing  for  a  trial  of  the  merits  of  their  claims, 
and  are,  therefore,  not  prepared  with  the  documents  and  evidence  necessary  for  submitting  them  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress.  Tiieir  title  has  not  been  investigated  by  a  hearing  before  the  commissioners,  and  they  presume  the 
unfavorable  impression,  which  appears  from  their  report  to  have  been  made  on  their  minds,  respecting  the  merits  of 
their  claim,  ha?  probably  been  produced  from  having  one  side  of  the  cause  only  brought  into  view  by  statements  and 
ex  parte  depositions,  made  necessary,  no  doubt,  to  the  formation  of  that  opinion,  which  the  law  required  them  to 
give,  but  which  the  claimants  had  not  seen  until  they  appeared  in  print  among  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report:  considerable  time  must  be  deemed  necessary  to  prepare  for  the  full  examination  of  a  subject  so  complex 
both  in  principles  and  in  facts;  especially  when  such  examination  is  to  be  made  by  persons  principally  residing  at 
the  distance  of  one  thousand  miles  from  the  place  where  the  occurrence  happened,  and  who,  from  being  innocent 
purchasers,  without  notice  of  the  fraud  or  coriuption,  if  any  siich  should  be  found  to  have  existed,  have  very  limited 
means  of  encountering  the  testimony,  that  a  powerful  and  vigilant  majority  there,  with  full  opportunity  and  dispii- 
sition  for  investigation,  have  been  able  to  produce.  Were  the  claimants  to  enter  into  the  question  of  title  thus  un- 
prepared at  the  bar  of  the  House,  the  frauds  that  have  been  suggested  must  probably  be  considered  as  admitted. 
Their  only  defence  against  the  accusation  would  be,  that  fraud  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  passing 
a  law,  could  not  be  alleged  to  defeat  the  rights  of  innocent  subsequent  purchasers  upon  the  faith  of  that  law.  The 
claimants  do  not  consider  it  prudent  in  them  to  abandon  all  other  ground,  without  examination,  and  rely  on  this  alone, 
although,  10  their  apprehensi(m.  it  is  unanswerable.  They  conceive  that  the  Legislature  were  the  State,  and  that 
Georgia  can  no  more  allege  their  fraud  to  vacate  their  grant,  than  an  individual  can  vacate  his  deed  by  alleging  his 
own  traud.  They  conceive  that  the  Legislature  were  the  supreme  power  of  the  State,  and  that  it  is  a  contradiction 
to  say  that,  as  a  Legislature,  they  can  be  charged  with  malconduct,  and  their  alienation  of  property  be  vacated  by 
another  tribunal.  They  conceive  it  is  equally  against  principles  to  say  that  a  subsequent  Legislature  can  sit  in 
judgment  on  the  conduct  and  motives  of  a  former  Legislature,  convict  them  of  fraud  and  corruption,  and  vacate 
their  grants.  They  conceive  that,  according  to  long  established  principles  of  distributive  justice,  when  the  question 
is,  which  of  two  innocent  parties  shall  suffer  by  the  misbehavior  of  a  third  person,  that  party  is  to  suffer  which  has 
placed  that  confidence  in  the  offender,  which  has  enabled  him  to  deceive  others  by  his  false  credit,  and,  of  course, 
been  accessary  to  his  fraud  and  misconduct.  That  the  employer  is  to  suffer  by  the  fraud  of  his  agent,  and  not  an 
innocent  person,  whom  the  employer  has  induced  to  deal  with  him.  They  apply  this  principle  thus:  If  the  question 
be,  who  shall  bear  the  loss,  the  people  of  Georgia  or  the  purchasers  under  the  law  of  Georgia,  the  former  ought  to 
bear  it,  as  they  appointed  the  Legislature,  and  authorized  them  to  make  laws,  and  grant  public  property;  the  latter, 
in  purchasing,  only  gave  confidence  to  the  solemn  act  of  the  supreme  power  of  the  State. 

The  undersigned  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  introducing  these  preliminary  remarks,  which  seem  to  be  rendered 
necessary  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners.  They  conceive,  however,  that  a  compromise  of  their  claims,  and 
not  a  decision  on  their  title,  is  the  object  of  the  report  before  the  House.  With  immediate  reference,  therefore,  to 
this  object,  they  respectfully  propose  two  amendments  to  the  plan  founded  on  the  report  of  commissioners,  which 
they  consider  perfectly  coincident  with  the  principles  of  the  commissioners,  as  expressed  in  the  report,  and  to  be 
liable  to  none  of  the  objections  which  they  have  stated.  The  first  amendment  proposed  is,  that  the  proportion  of 
the  five  millions  of  acres,  that  may  be  appropriated  for  satisfying  claims,  other  than  those  under  the  act  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  of  the  7th  of  January,  1795,  should  be  limited  by  law.  They  are  confident,  from  all  the  information  they 
can  obtain,  as  well  as  from  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  that  five  hundred  thousand  acres  would  be  abundantly 
sufficient  for  that  purpose.  The  second  amendment  proposed  is,  that  if  any  surplus  should  remain  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  five  millions  of  acres,  after  deducting  the  said  proportion  for  other  claims,  and  after  paying  the  cer- 
tificates that  may  be  issued  to  the  claimants  under  the  act,  sucli  surplus,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
per  acre,  shall  hereafter  be  divided  among  the  claimants  under  the  act,  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  certificates  to 
them  are  now  to  be  issued  and  claimable  by  them,  their  executors,  and  administrators.  Justice,  predicated  on  the 
report  ot  the  commissioners,  seems  to  require  these  amendments,  because  the  commissioners  state  that  the  plan 
reported  by  them  "  does  not  give  a  full  indemnity  to  every  claimant,"  but  "  gives,  in  the  aggregate,  nearly  as  much 
as  lias  been  paid  in  the  whole  by  all  the  present  claimants."  When  it  is  considered  that  the  purchase  moneys 
were  paid  years  ago,  and  that  great  expenses  have  been  incurred  by  the  purchasers,  it  is  evident  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed is  far  short  of  an  average  indemnity,  and  yet  the  report  itself  speaks  of  a  sum  which  may  be  offered  as  an 
indemnity.  The  amendments  proposed  are  in  perfect  conformity  with  the  act  of  cession  from  Georgia,  which 
seems  to  contemplate  the  appiopiiation  of  five  nnllions  of  acres,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  satisfying  claims.  The 
proposed  amendmejits  are  not  liable  to  either  of  the  objections  stated  in  the  repoit.  There  can  be  no  danger  of 
^^depreciation,' '  or  that  "  the  nominal  sum  offered  as  an  indemnity  will  exceed  what  the  fund  may  be  sufficient  to 
discharge,"  when  certificates  are  to  issue  only  for  the  sum  reported  by  the  commissioners,  and  the  subsequent 
dividend  to  be  contingent  on  there  being  a  surplus  at  the  minimum  price,  and  to  be  limited  by  it.  The  proposed 
amendmeiits  will  not  "  bind  Congress  not  to  reduce  the  price  of  those  lands  below  two  dollars  per  acre,  if  other 
considerations  shall  render  the  reduction  expedient."  The  commissioners,  in  their  report,  are  pleased  to  say  that 
"they  believe  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  the  tranquillity  of  those  who  may  hereafter  inhabit  the  country. 
and  variims  equitable  considerations,  which  may  be  urged  in  favor  of  most  of  the  present  claimants,  lender  it  expe- 
dient to  enter  into  a  compromise  on  reasonable  terms."  The  undersigned  humbly  conceive  that  the  above  proposed 
amendments  of  the  plan  reported  by  the  commissioners  form  "reasonable  terms;"  and  to  which  they  will  assent, 
notwithstanding  they  consider  that,  in  so  doing,  they  make  a  great  sacrifice  of  individual  rights,  in  order  to  attain 
the  public  objects,  stated  as  above  by  the  commissioners,  and  to  put  an  end  to  an  unpleasant  controversy  between 
the  Government  of  their  country  and  themselves;  it  is  for  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  determine,  whether  the  volun- 
tary assent  of  the  claimants  to  the  arrangements  of  this  object  is  nut  of  more  substantial  benefit  to  the  Govern- 
ment, than  the  small  additional  boon  they  require  fur  that  assent. 

With  the  highest  considerations  of  respect  to  the  supreme  Legislature  of  the  nation,  we  subscribe  ourselves  your 
most  devoted  servants, 

WILLIAM  PAYNE,  JOSEPH  SANDS, 

SAMUEL  DEXTER,  N.  LE  FAVRE, 

WILLIAM  HULL,  JOHN  PECK  by? 

PEREZ  MORTON,  P.  MORTON,      5 

JOSEPH  PEPPIN,  JONATH.\N  ARNOLD. 
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7th  Congress.]  No.    76.  [2d  Session-. 

INDIANA    TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   MARCH    2,    1803. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  from  William  Henry  Harrison,  President  ot 
the  Convention,  held  at  Vincennes,  declaring  the  consent  of  the  people  of  Indiana  to  the  suspension  of  the  sixth 
article  of  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  people  of  that  territory;  also,  a  memorial  and  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  territory;  made  the  following  report: 

Tiiat  the  rapid  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio  sufficiently  evinces,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  the 
labor  of  slaves  is  not  necessary  to  promote  the  growth  and  settlement  of  colonies  in  that  region.  That  this  labor, 
demonstrably  the  dearest  of  any,  can  only  be  employed  to  advantage  in  the  cultivation  of  products  more  valuable 
than  any  known  to  that  quarter  of  the  United  States:  that  the  committee  deem  it  highly  dangerous  and  inexpe- 
dient to  impair  a  provision  wisely  calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  Nortnwestern  country, 
and  to  give  strength  and  security  to  that  extensive  frontier.  In  the  salutary  operation  of  this  sagacious  and  benevo- 
lent restraint,  it  is  believed  that  the  inhabitants  of  Indiana  will,  at  no  very  distaht  day,  find  ample  remuneration  for 
a  temporary  privation  of  labor  and  of  emigration. 

On  the  various  objects  of  the  memorial,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  observe: 

That,  an  appropriation  having  been  made,  empowering  the  Executive  to  extinguish  Indian  titles  to  lands  within 
the  limits  of  tiie  United  States,  the  particular  direction  of  that  power  rests  entirely  with  that  department  of  the 
Government;  that,  to  permit  the  location  of  the  claims  under  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  August,  1788, 
and  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1791,  (of  whose  number  and  extent  the  committee  are  entirely  ignorant)  in  the 
mode  pointed  out  in  the  memorial,  would  be  an  infringement  upon  that  regular  mode  of  survey  and  of  location 
which  has  been  so  happily  adhered  to  in  relation  to  the  public  lands.  At  the  same  time,  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that,  after  those  lands  shall  have  been  surveyed,  a  certain  number  of  townships  should  be  designated,  out  of  which 
the  claims  aforesaid  ought  to  be  satisfied.  In  a  country  abounding  in  new  and  unsettled  lands,  it  is  presumed  that 
every  individual  may  become  a  proprietor  of  the  soil;  and  inasmuch  as  the  people  of  Indiana  will,  at  a  period  not 
far  distant,  be  enabled  to  establish  the  right  of  suffrage  on  such  principles  as  the  majority  may  approve,  the  com- 
mittee deem  it  inexpedient  to  alter  a  regulation  whose  effect  is  to  retain  lu  the  hands  of  persons  necessarily  attached 
to  the  welfare  of  the  country,  the  Government  of  a  remote  dependency,  which,  from  its  vicinage  to  the  territories 
of  foreign  States,  and  from  the  sparsenessof  its  population,  might,  otherwise,  be  exposed  to  foreign  intrigue  and  in- 
fluence. 

Measures  having  been  taken  to  put  the  salt  spring  below  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  river  in  a  situation  to  yield 
every  possible  benefit  to  the  adjacent  country,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is,  at  this  time,  inexpedient  to 
vest  that  property  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  territory.  From  such  a  consideration  as  they  have  been  enabled 
to  bestow  on  the  subject  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  and  under  the  pressure  of  accumulating  business,  they 
recommend  the  following  resolutions,  which  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  House: 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  operation  of  the  sixth  article  of  compact 
between  the  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  west  of  the  river  Ohio. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  provision,  not  exceeding  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  public  lands  within  the  Indiana  territory, 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  same. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is.  required  to  cause  an  estimate  to  be  made 
of  the  number  and  extent  of  their  claims  to  lands  under  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  August,  1788,  and 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1791;  and  to  lay  the  same  before  this  House  at  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  all  sales  of  the  public  lands  within  the  territory  of  Indiana,  the  right  of  pre-emption  be 
given  to  actual  settlers  on  the  same. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  lands  to  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  houses  of  enter- 
tainment, and  of  opening  certain  roads. 

6  Resolved,  That  it  is,  at  this  time,  inexpedient  to  vest  in  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  the  salt  spring  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Wabash  river. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  alter  the  existing  regulation  of  the  right  of  suffrage  within  the  said 
territory. 

8.  Resolved,  That  compensation  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  said  territory,  for  services  per- 
formed by  him  in  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Note. — See  further  report.  No.  173,  miscellaneous. 


8th  Congress.]  Nq.    77.  [1st  Session. 

ILLINOIS    AND    WABASH    LAND    COMPANIES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO   THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   ON   THE    27TH   OF    OCTOBER,    1303. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land 

Companies,  humbly  showeth: 

That  the  memorial  by  them  presented  to  your  honorable  House,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  refer- 
red, as  is  understood,  to  a  committee  :if  your  body,  has  not  been  reported  on;  that  their  solicitude  to  obtain 
the  sense  of  Congress,  on  a  subject  so  interesting  to  them  as  is  that  on  which  they  again  address  your  honorable 
body,  is  forcibly  excited  by  publications  announcing,  though  not  officially,  the  purchase,  by  a  Government  agent,  of 
a  considerable  tract  of  country  from  the  Kaskaskias  tribe  of  Indians;  that  repeated  representations  have  been  made 
by  your  memorialists  to  Congress  of  a  similar  purchase  long  since  by  them  effected,  not  only  from  the  aforemen- 
tioned Indians,  and  other  tribes  comprehended  under  the  general  term  of  Illinois  Indians,  but  likewise  from  other 
Indian  tribes,  aborigines,  and  possessors  of  lands  in  the  vicinity,  and  contiguous  to  the  river  Wabash  and  its 
waters;  that,  should  the  purchase,  said  to  have  been  negotiated  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  unexpect- 
edly and  unfortunately  interfere  with  either  of  those  heretofore  made  by  your  memorialists,  whose  boundaries,  as 
described  in  the  original  deeds,  formerly  submitted  to  a  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, copies  of  which  remain  on  the  files  of  your  honorable  House,  and  which  the  companies  had  proposed  to  cede 
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conditionally  to  the  Union,  they  must  ascribe  it  to  a  benevolent  and  liberal  policy,  extended  towards  an  indigent 
ami  helpless  race,  rather  than  to  any  doubts  entertained  of  the  alorenained  Indians  having  alienated  the  therein 
described  property,  or  of  the  validity  of  the  title  of  your  memorialists;  that  your  memorialists  still  adhere  to  the 
cession  as  heretofore  offered  by  them  to  the  United  States,  and  on  which  proposal  a  committee  of  your  House  re- 
ported as  follows: 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  deeds  (meaning  those  obtained  by  your  memorialists  from  the 
different  tribes  of  Indians)  having  been  given  by  the  Indians,  proprietors  of  the  soil  before  the  declaration  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  bona  fide  paid,  are  sufficient  to  extinguish  the 
Indian  title  to  the  lands  therein  described;  and,  therefore,  that,  on  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  the  United  States 
should  agree  to  the  proposal  aforesaid,  made  by  the  petitioners."  In  the  "justice  and  equity"  of  Congress,  alike 
the  protectors  of  the  rights  of  individuals,  as  guardians  of  the  public  interests,  they  confidently  confide;  praying, 
at  a  convenient  moment,  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  memorial  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments, presented  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Union,  by  your  memorialists. 

JOHN  SHEE, 

Sole  survivor  of  the  committee  appointed  and  authoi-ized  to  solicit,  manag-e,  and  negotiate  the  affairs  of  the  company  witli 
Congress. 

October  17,  1803. 


8th   CoNORESs.]  JVo.    78.  [1st  Session. 

LAND    CLAIMS    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

COMMUNICATED  TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    NOVEMBER   25,    1803. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Utiiled  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  petition 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  respectfully  showeth: 

That  your  petitioners  acknowledge  the  liberality  of  Congress  in  providing,  by  law,  for  the  confirmation  of  certain 
titles  to  lands  within  this  territory,  in  addition  to  those  conditioned  for  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia;  certain  claims  have,  nevertheless,  been  omitted,  which  your 
petitioners  cannot  suppose  to  have  proceeded  from  design,  but  because  such  descriptions  of  title  did  not  present 
themselves  to  view  at  the  moment  of  enacting  the  law  regulating  the  grants  of  land  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

The  first  claim  to  landed  property,  which  your  petitioners  are  now  desirous  of  stating  to  your  honorable  body] 
depends  upon  a  warrant  of  survey,  granted  by  the  Spanish  Government,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  land 
actually  surveyed,  and  the  proprietor  furnished  with  a  plat  and  certificate  by  the  surveyor,  executed  previous  to  the 
27th  of  October,  1795.  This  species  of  title  the  inhabitants  have  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  as  an  absolute 
right,  although  not  completed  by  patent,  and  such  titles  have  been  permitted  to  descend  by  inheritance,  or  to  be 
transferred  hy,  sale,  although  no  improvement  or  actual  settlement  has  been  made. 

Your  petitioners  respectfully  present,  also,  to  the  notice  of  your  honorable  body,  that,  in  the  first  section  of  the 
aforesaid  act,  it  is  provided  that  any  person  who  had  obtained  a  warrant  of  survey  of  lands  from  the  British  or  Spa- 
nish Government  shall  be  confirmed  in  his  titles,  provided  that  the  lands  were  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  by 
such  person,  or  for  his  use,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  (no  survey  of  the  land  being  here  required.)  In  pur- 
suing the  strict  letter  of  this  section  of  the  act,  a  person  may  be  deprived  of  his  lands,  who  had  improved  and  cul- 
tivated them  for  many  years,  but  who,  by  the  rotation  of  crops,  and  the  necessary  repose  to  be  given  to  the  soil,  had 
judged  it  expedient  to  discontinue  the  cultivation  of  lands  ot  the  last  mentioned  description,  during  the  year  1795, 
which,  your  petitioners  are  fully  persuaded,  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress. 

It  is  also  provided  by  the  aforesaid  act,  that  no  certificate  shall  be  issued  by  the  commissioners  for  lands  lyin"' 
east  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  although  a  considerable  number  of  persons  are  settled  to  the  east  of  that  river,  on  lands 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  holding  such  rights  as  are  customary  within  other  parts  of 'the  terri- 
tory; and  which  provision,  your  petitioners  presume,  would  not  have  been  admitted,  had  Congress  been  duly  apprized 
of  the  abovestated  circumstance. 

An  injury  would  also  arise  from  that  part  of  the  aforesaid  act,  (if  carried  into  effect)  which  provides  that  minors 
not  being  the  heads  of  families,  shall  not  be  confirmed  in  their  claims  to  lands  held  by  warrant  of  survey  and  im- 
provement; many  elderly  persons  residin"  in  this  country  have  preferred  making  application,  in  the  names  of  their 
children,  to  the  Spanish  Government  for  lands,  on  which  large  improvements  are  now  made.  The  operation  of  the 
aforesaid  provision  would,  in  many  cases,  turn  out  to  beggary  and  misery  families  which  are  now  comfortably  settled. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  respectfully  solicit  that  your  honorable  body  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  premises,  and  enact  such  supplementary  ordinance  as  shall  authorize  the  commissioners  to  confirm  all 
claims  and  titles  to  lands  under  the  circumstances  above  described. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

WILLIAM  CONNER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  ELLIS, 
.  ,    ^  „  „   „,  President  of  the  Legislative  CounciU 

Attest:  KicHARD  S.  Wheatley, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Note.— See  Report  No.  92. 
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8th  Congress.]  No.    79.  [1st  Session. 

REVISION    OF    THE    LAWS   RESPECTING   THE   SALE   OF  LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  DECEMBER  2,  1803. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  from  the  committee  who  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  several  acts 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  made  the  following  report,  in  part: 

By  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing 
tor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  so  much  of  the  five  millions  of 
acres,  which  were  reserved  by  the  articles  of  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  as 
might  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  were  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  and  compensating, 
the  various  claims  to  lands  lying  within  the  Mississippi  territory,  which  were  derived  from  an  act  of  the  State  of 

Georgia,  passed  on  the day  of ,  in  the  year  1795,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

and  the  Attorney  General,  were  authorized  to  receive  from  the  claimants  propositions  of  compromise  and  settlement, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  final  extinguishment  of  these  claims  is  an  object  of  primary  importance; 
inasmuch  as  the  sales  of  land  by  the  United  States,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  will,  of  necesssity,  be  materially  af- 
fected by  the  conflicting  titles  which  may  be  derived  from  the  United  States,  and  from  the  claimants  under  the  act 
of  Georgia,  altiiough  the  titles  derived  from  the  latter  source  may  ultimately  prove  defective. 

It  is  probable  that  propositions  of  compromise  may  have  been  offered  by  some  of  the  claimants,  but  the  nature 
and  extent  of  these  the  committee  are  totally  unacquainted  with;  nor  is  it  known  whether  all  the  clainiants,  who 
are  numerous,  and  reside  generally  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  seat  of  Government,  can  make  their  proposi- 
tions during  the  present  session.  This  circumstance  will,  of  course,  very  much  retard  the  final  settlement  of  a 
dispute,  which  the  interest  of  the  United  States  requires  should  be  speedily  adjusted. 

The  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney  General,  for  the  time 
being,  be  authorized  to  receive  propositions  of  compromise  and  settlement  from  the  several  companies  or  persons, 
claiming  public  lands  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  lying  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  west  of  the 
State  of  Georgia;  and  finally  to  adjust  and  settle  the  same,  in  such  manner  as,  in  their  opinion,  will  conduce  to  the 
interests  of  the  United  States. 

Note. — See  further  report.  No.  94. 


8tll     COMGRESS.]  No.     80.  [iStSESSIOW. 

CLAIMS    OF  TENNESSEE. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE   SENATE,   DECEMBER   5,    1803. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 
The  undersigned  respectfully  represent  that  the  State  of  Tennessee,  being  particularly  desirous  to  preserve  that 
haruiony  which  hath  hitherto  happily  subsisted  between  the  United  States  and  that  State,  hath,  on  her  part,  ap- 
pointed the  undersigned  commissioners,  with  full  powers  to  settle  the  disputes  between  the  United  States  and  said 
State,  respecting  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  The  un- 
dersigned, therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  commissioners,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  have  power  to  adjust  and  determine,  with  such  as  are 
appointed  under  the  legislative  authority  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  all  interfering  claims  of  the  United  States  and 
that  State,  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands,  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  said  State  of  Tennessee. 

JOS.  ANDERSON, 
WM.  COCKE, 
WM.  DICKSON, 
JOHN  RHEA. 
GEO.  W.  CAMPBELL. 


8th  Congress.]  No.  81.  [1st  Sessio.v. 

CLAIMS    OF   THE    CITY    OF    NATCHEZ. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE   HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,    DECEMBER    15.    1803. 

Mr.  LATriMORE,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Assistants 
of  the  city  of  Natchez,  made  the  following  report: 

That,  from  investigating  the  subject  of  the  said  petition,  it  appears,  that  in  the  aforementioned  city  are  two  lots, 
(upon  which  is  a  public  building)  and  between  twenty  and  thirty  acres  of  unoccupied  land,  lying  between  the  houses 
and  the  Mississippi  river;  which  said  lots  and  land  are  claimed  in  behalf  of  the  said  city,  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Assistants  of  the  same;  but  to  which  no  legal  evidence  of  title  has  been  exhibited. 

In  the  12th  section  of  an  act  passed  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  an  exception  is 
made  "  of  such  town  lots,  not  exceeding  two  in  the  town  of  Natchez,  and  of  such  an  out  lot  adjoining  the  same,  not 
exceeding  thirty  acres,  as  may  be  the  property  of  the  United  Statesj  to  be  located  by  the  Governor  of  the  Mississippi 
territory,  for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College." 
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From  all  the  information  which  your  committee  possess  relative  to  the  number  of  town  lots,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  location  can  be  made  in  favor  of  the  college,  pursuant  to  the  12th  section  of  the  act  above  cited,  without 
depriving  the  town  of  the  two  lots  which  it  claims,  as  haying  been  originally  reserved  for  its  use  and  convenience. 

Whether  the  land  lying  between  the  houses  and  the  river  can  be  located,  by  virtue  of  so  much  of  the  said  12th 
section  as  excepts  thirty  acres  of  an  out  lot,  in  favor  of  the  said  college,  is  a  point  which  is  not  so  clear  in  the  view  of 
yourcomnr.ittee;  seeing  that,  through  this  land  is  the  only  road  to  another  part  of  the  town,  which  lies  below  the  hill, 
immediately  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  But,  believing  it  expedient  to  secure  to  the  city  the  use  of  the  said  lots  and 
land,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  state  the  reasons  upon  which  their  opinion  is  founded. 

The  town  of  Natchez,  from  its  situation,  is  necessarily  frequented  by  a  great  concourse  of  people  in  descending 
and  ascending  the  Mississippi,  and  in  returning  home  by  land  from  the  lower  country.  From  its  situation,  also,  it 
is  always  subject  to  an  influx  of  Indians,  who,  from  excess  and  intoxication,  (which  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
prevent)  often  breed  riots  and  tumults,  to  the  no  small  annoyance  of  the  inhabitants.  Hence  arises  a  necessity  for 
a  strong  and  vigilant  police,  and.  of  consequence,  for  a  court-house  and  gaol,  which  convenience  and  security  would 
require  to  be  in  a  central  part  of  the  city.  The  two  lots  claimed  by  the  town  appear  to  furnisli  a  site  peculiarly 
adapted  for  such  buildings.  But  if  the  right  lo  them  shall  be  vested  in  the  college,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  town 
could  obtain  them  for  that  purpose,  without  paying  a  far  greater  sum  than  its  present  resources  would  allow.  From 
the  exclusive  support  of  a  number  of  paupers  and  sick  persons,  from  all  parts  of  the  Western  country  and  other 
places;  and  from  a  variety  of  local  purposes,  for  which  considerable  sums  are  necessary,  besides  a  full  portion  of 
county  and  territorial  taxes;  the  corporation  have  already  to  sustain  such  a  burthen  of  expense,  as  your  committee 
conceive  it  would  be  improper  to  increase,  by  a  deprivation  of  any  advantages  that  its  own  internal  circumstances 
may  afford. 

As  there  appears  to  be  no  other  land  claimed  by  the  town,  which  is  suitable  for  commons,  besides  that  which 
lies  between  the  houses  and  the  river,  it  would  also  be  improper,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  deprive  the 
town  of  the  convenience  thereof,  by  providing  for  an  object  which  might  be  otherwise  effected.  But  another,  and 
much  more  weighty  consideration,  influences  their  opinion  (m  this  subject.  If  this  land  is  held  by  the  town,  expe- 
rience will  dictate  the  propriety  of  keeping  it  unoccupied  by  buildings,  and  of  planting  it  with  trees,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  health  of  the  mhabitants;  but  if  it  is  possessed  by  the  college,  the  interest  of  that  institution  will  require 
that  it  should  be  either  leased  or  sold;  in  which  case  it  would  be  crowded  with  houses,  which,  by  confining  and 
vitiating  the  air,  would  render  the  town  unpleasant  and  unhealthy. 

While  your  committee  conceive  it  to  be  at  all  times  honorable  and  proper  to  make  liberal  provision  for  the 
establishment  of  literary  institutions,  they  cannot  but  regret  that  this  provision  cannot  be  fully  applied  to  the  lauda 
ble  purpose  for  which  it  was  made,  without  producing  injuries,  for  which  it  will  not  be  within  the  competences 
Congress  to  make  reparation.  But  your  committee  believe,  that,  if  the  exceptionable  part  of  this  provision  shall  be 
rescmded,  Congress  will  possess  the  disposition  as  well  as  the  power  to  compensate  the  college,  by  other  suitable 
donations. 

From  these  considerations,  and  from  a  persuasion  that  the  claim  of  the  town  of  Natchez  to  the  aforementioned 
lots  and  land,  and  its  important  uses  for  the  same,  were  both  unknown  to  Congress  at  the  time  that  the  law  except- 
ing them  for  the  use  of  the  college  was  enacted;  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  so  much  of  the  said  law  as 
makes  the  exception,  ought  to  be  repealed;  and,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  12th  section  of  the  act  passed  the  3d  day  of  March  last,  entitled  "  An  act  regu- 
lating the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee," as  excepts  "  such  town  lots  not  exceeding  two  in  the  town  of  Natchez,  and  of  such  an  out  lot  adjoining  the 
same,  not  exceeding  thirty  acres,  as  may  be  the  property  of  the  United  States,  to  be  located  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Mississippi  territory,  for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College,"  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Note.— See  No.  100. 


8th  Congress.]  No.    82.  [1st  Session. 

AMENDMENTS    SUGGESTED     TO    THE    LAWS   RELATING    TO    SURVEYS    AND    SALE    OF 

LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE  HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  DECBMBER  23,  1803. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representalives  of  the  United  Slates,  in  Congress  assembled,  the  peti- 
tion of  the  undersigners,  residents  and  purchasers  in  the  Stale  uf  Ohio,  respecfuUy  showeth: 
That  your  petitioners,  whilst  they  highly  approve  of  the  plan  adopted  in  surveying  the  public  lands,  tending 
effectually  to  prevent  the  uncertainty  of  title,  and  the  many  unhappy  effects  attending  it,  with  much  deference,  give 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  are  suscep- 
tible of  sundry  amendments,  which,  whilst  they  will  greatly  increase  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and,  of  course,  promote 
the  interest  of  the  Union  at  large,  will  enable  the  industrious  resident  or  emigrant  to  purchase  a  quantity  proportion- 
ate to  his  capital,  and,  by  this  means,  be  mutually  advantageous  to  the  Government  and  individuals.  Your  petition- 
ers very  respectfully  offer,  for  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body,  the  amendments  which  they  believe  will 
produce  the  effects  above  mentioned: 

First,  then,  your  petitioners  are  convinced,  from  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  many  of  them,  that  the  land  is 
sold  in  tracts  too  large  for  purchasers  generally,  which  tends  to  encourage  speculation  in  more  wealthy  citizens,  as  well 
as  to  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  country,  your  petitioners,  in  order  to  remedy  this  evil,  respectfully  propose  the 
following  amendment,  which  will  not  alter  the  present  system  of  surveying  the  lands,  nor  be  attended  with  any 
additional  expense  to  the  United  States,  viz:  That  the  lands  be  surveyed  into  tracts  containing  one-sixth  of  a 
section,  or  one  hundred  and  six  and  two-thirds  acres,  at  the  expense  of  the  purchaser,  by  surveyors  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

Secondly,  Your  petitioners  have  ever  viewed  that  part  of  the  law  imposing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  on  the  amount  of  purchase  money  unpaid  after  and  from  the  day  of  sale,  as  being  severe,  and  contrary  to  the 
general  custom  which  prevails  in  the  several  States  and  among  individuals  in  the  sale  of  lands;  many  of  your  peti- 
tioners have  sold  their  property  in  the  Atlantic  States,  on  long  payments,  and  without  interest,  until  the  payments 
become  due;  others  of  your  petitioners  removed  to  the  country  at  an  early  period,  with  a  view  to  provide  a  home  for 
their  rising  families,  and,  having  settled,  and  expended  much  labor  on  public  land,  were,  in  some  measure,  obliged  to 
purchase,  although  much  dissatisfied  with  this  part  of  the  law.  When  your  honorable  body  reflect,  that  the  mini- 
mum price  of  the  lands  per  acre  is  two  dollars;  a  higher  price  than  has  been  asked  by  any  State  in  the  Union  for 
uncultivated  lands;  the  difficulties  encountered  by  the  first  settlers  in  this  new  country;  exposed,  by  want  of  accom- 
modation and  the  necessaries  of  life,  to  sickness,  frequent  losses  of  property,  no  regular  market,  as  yet,  for  their 
surplus  produce,  with  many  other  difficulties  which  might  be  enumerated;  and,  above  all,  when  your  honorable 
body  reflect  that  the  United  States  have  at  least  two  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land  on  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio 
nvers,  and  their   respective  waters,  at  present  a  wilderness,  your  petitioners   trust  you  will  believe  it  good 
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policy  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  the  country,  for  reasons  which  your  petitioners  believe  too  plain  to  men- 
tion. Your  petitioners,  therefore,  respectfully  request  that  the  payments  for  land  purchased  of  the  United  States 
may  not  be  charged  with  interest  until  after  the  periods  fixed  for  payment-  Your  petitioners  are  the  more  sanguine 
in  expecting  this  amendment  will  take  place,  when  they  recollect  that  when  the  law  of  May  10,  1800,  passed  the 
HouseofRepresentatives,  the  principle  your  petitioners  advocate  was  adopted,  but  by  an  amendment  of  the  Senate: 
the  features  of  the  bill  were  greatly  altered,  and,  as  your  petitioners  conceive,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  individuals. 

Thirdly,  Your  petitioners  respectfully  request  the  three  reserved  sections  in  each  township  may  be  oftered  for 
sale  as  soon  after  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  on  such  terms  as  your  honorable  body  shall  think  most  proper. 

Fuuithly,  Your  petitioners  respectfully  request  that  fractions,  or  part  of  sections,  may  be  sold  separate  from  the 
adjoining  entire  sections;  it  frequently  happens  that  two,  three,  four,  and  sometimes  five,  fractional  sections  are 
attached  to  one  entire  section,  making,  in  some  cases,  a  tract  of  more  than  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  no  part  of 
which  can  be  sold,  and  very  few  are  able  to  purchase  the  whole. 

Fifthly,  Your  petitioners  respectfully  submit  to  the  consideration  of  yourhonorable  body,  the  propriety  of  charg- 
ing eTitry  and  patent  fees,  and  most  respectfully  request  the  law  on  this  subject  may  be  altered,  that  the  purchasers 
may  obtain  their  patents  from  the  registers,  respectively,  and  not  be  obliged  to  go  or  send  to  the  seat  of  the  General 
Government  for  them.  Your  petitioners  are  very  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  their  obligations  to  the  General 
Government  for  their  late  repeated  acts  of  friendship  and  disinterestedness  towards  the  citizens  of  Ohio;  and,  on 
their  part,  they  can  only  assure  your  honorable  body  that  it  is  their  sincere  wish  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
Union  at  large,  by  facilitating  all  in  their  power  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  on  such  terms  as  Congress  shall  think 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  general  interest.  Your  petitioners,  having  now  a  representation  in  Congress,  refer 
yourhonorable  body  to  them  for  more  correct  information  in  detail  on  the  toregoing  subjects. 
And  your  petitioners,  very  respectfully,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

JOHN  BOGGS,  Senr.  and  others. 


8th  CoKGRESs.]  No.  83.  [1st  Session. 

MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  DECEMBER   26,    1803. 

Mr.  Van  Horne,  from  the  committee  appointed,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  fifth  instant,  "  to  inquire  into 

the  expediency  of  giving  further  time  to  the  proprietors  of  military  land  warrants,  to  obtain  and  locate  the  same," 

and  to  whom  were  referred  several  petitions  on  the  same  subject,  made  the  following  report: 

That,  so  early  as  the  16th  September,  1776,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  Congress,  promising  the  ofiicers  and  sol- 
diers who  should  continue  in  service  during  the  war,  a  bounty  in  lands. 

That,  on  the  20th  May,  1785,  an  ordinance  was  made,  setting  apart  certain  portions  of  land  within  the  seven 
ranges  of  townships  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  to  be  drawn  for,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  but, 
by  another  ordinance,  of  22d  October,  1789,  it  was  in  part  repealed,  and  two  other  tracts  set  apart  for  satisfying 
military  claims,  viz:  one  million  acres  west  of  the  seven  ranges  of  townships,  and  a  tract  lying  on  the  northwest  ot 
Ohio,  and  between  the  Wabash  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

That  provision  was  also  made  the  9th  July,  1788,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants  to  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  and  their  assigns,  or  legal  representatives;  and  locations  permitted  on  townships  of  six  miles  square 
only. 

Tiiat,  during  the  existence  of  those  provisions,  and  the  frequent  variations  thereof,  under  the  former  Govern- 
ment, your  committee  cannot  find  that  the  claimants  were,  or  could  become,  possessed  of  their  promised  bounty. 

In  pursuing  the  inquiry,  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Government,  they  find  that  a  law  passed  the  first 
day  of  June,  A.  D.  1796,  appropriating  (in  lieu  of  the  former)  a  tract  of  land  east  of  the  Scioto  river,  and  south  of 
the  Indian  boundary  line,  amply  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  military  claims,  which  provides  for  surveying  the  same  in 
townships  and  quarter  townships,  and  the  manner  of  locating  military  land  warrants,  but  limits  the  time  for  making 
the  locations  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1800.  These  provisions  appear  to  have  expired  before  any  locations  were 
made. 

By  a  supplementary  law,  passed  the  2tl  March,  1799,  the  time  for  registering  warrants  and  making  locations  was 
extended  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1802,  but  no  locations,  on  a  less  quantity  than  four  thousand  acres,  could 
be  made  before  the  17th  March,  1800.  It  is,  therefore,  believed  that  many  meritorious  claimants,  unable  to  locate 
a  quarter  township,  and  not  knowing  with  whom  to  associate  for  that  purpose,  have  become  discouraged,  and  proba- 
bly never  heard  of  the  latter  provision  until  its  expiration;  for,  although  subsequent  laws  extended,  partially,  the 
provisions  down  to  April  last,  the  whole  time  aftbrded  for  locating  military  land  warrants  will  not  be  found  to 
exceed  three  years — a  period  of  time,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  too  limited  for  a  class  of  citizens  scattered 
over  so  immense  an  extent  of  territory  as  the  United  States,  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  for  obtaining  a  bounty  to  which 
they  are  so  justly  entitled. 

They,  therefore,  submit  to  tiie  House  the  following  resolutions: 

1st.  Resolved,  That  further  time  ought  to  be  given  to  claimants  of  military  land  warrants  to  obtain  and  locate 
the  same. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  further  time  ought  to  be  given  to  the  holders  of  military  land  warrants  to  locate  the  same. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  all  locations,  hereafter  to  be  made,  shall  be  on  the  unlocated  parts  of  the  fifty  quarter  town- 
ships, and  fractional  parts  of  townships,  appropriated  for  satisfying  the  claims  of  individuals  for  military  services,  by 
a  law  of  the  1st  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 


Dear  Sir:  February  4,  1804. 

I  find  no  other  safe  way  to  extend  the  time  for  obtaining  and  locating  military  warrants,  than  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force,  till  the  1st  January  next,  the  act  of  26th  April,  1802,  with  two  provisoes;  the  one  to  confine  the 
locations  to  the  reserved  quarter  townships,  and  the  other  to  ascertain  that  no  warrant  shall  be  located,  a  duplicate 
for  which  issued  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1803.  In  this  way,  holders  of  warrants  already  issued  will  be 
able  to  locate  them  till  1st  January  next;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  will  receive  applications  on  claims  (for  which 
the  v/arrants  have  not  yet  been  issued,  or  have  been  lost)  till  the  same  time.  And  next  session  a  law  may  be  passed 
similar  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1803,  to  authorize  the  issuing  and  locating  of  warrants  for 
claims  thus  applied  for.  The  destruction  of  papers  in  the  War  Office  prevents  any  other  safe  mode  of  granting 
relief. 

With  respect, -your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  sketch  of  a  bill  to  that  effect  is  enclosed. 

Honorable  Mr.  Van  Horne,  in  Congress. 
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CLAIM    TO    LAND    FOR    M I  LI  T  ARY    SER  V IC  E  S    BEFORE    THE    DECLARA- 
TION  OF   INDEPENDENCE. 

COMMUNICATSD  TO   THk  )«OU«E   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  DECEMBER  26,    1803. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joim  Thompson, 

made  the  following  report: 

The  petitioner  states  ,that,  in  consequence  of -having  served  as  ensign  three  years  in  the  British  service,  lie 
became  entitled,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  proclamation  of  1763,  to  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  quantity  was 
actually  surveyed  to  him  on  the  waters  of  the  Salt  Lick  creek,  in  the  year  1773.  He  prays  that  this  tract,  or  an 
equivalent  for  it,  may  be  granted  to  him. 

If  the  petitioner  acquired  a  title  to  the  land  by  the  proclamation  and  survey  to  which  Iw  refers,  what  prevents 
his  establishing  its  validity  in  a  court  of  justice.'  If  no  title  was  acquired,  where  is  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  pay  debts  contracted,  or  to  perform  engagements  made,  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain  anterior  to 
the  Revolution.' 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  gi  anted. 


8th  Congress.]  No.    85.  [1st  Session. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA   YAZOO  COMPANY. 

communicated   to    the    house   of -UEPRESENTATIVES,    DECEMBER   28,    1803. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  liepresentadves  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  now  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  Alexander  Moultrie,  of  Sguth  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  claimants  of  compensa- 
tion, under  the  late  session  and  convention  between  Georgia  and  the  United  States,  and  the  acts  lately  passed 
in  Congress  thereon,  as  purchasers  of  Mississippi  territory,  in  the  year  1789,  from  Geoigia,  respectfully  showethi 

That  your  memorialist,  in  the  behalf  aforesaid,  some  time  in  December,  18D2,  presented  to  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  Congress  to  receive  and  adjust  the  claims  for  coinpensatioti,  under  the  convention  aforesaid,  the  peti- 
tion and  representation  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  setting  Ibrth  fully  their  /ight  to  a  certain  territory  therein 
mentioned,  and  purchased  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  December,  1789,  and  which  has  been  ceded  by  Georgia  in 
April,  1803,  to  the  United  States,  praying,  by  said  petition  and  representation,  compensation  for  the  damages  and 
losses  sustained  by  such  purchase,  and  the  cession  so  made  of  the  same  to  the  United  States,  as, by  the  said  petition 
and  representation  ifiore  fully  and  particularly  will  appear,  and  to  which  your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  refer. 

That,  after  the  said  petition  and  representation  had  been  presented,  your  memorialist  was  heard  on  the  same 
before  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  22d  day  of  February  last,  in  support  of  the  rights  claimed 
therein,  and  of  the  application  for  compensation,  under  the  convention  with  Georgia;  and  certain  measures  were 
thereon  adopted,  in  the  Legislature  of  Congress,  asset  forth  in  the  memorial  B,  heieunto  also  annexed,  and  lately 
presented  to  the  commissioners  therein  named,  as  by  the  said  memorial,  and  the  journals  of  Congress,  will  more 
particularly  appear. 

That,  by  the  said  memorial  B,  and  the  said  journals,  it  will  appear,  your  meraorialisfs  claim  of  right,  and  com- 
pensation for  the  same,  were  duly  and  formally  admitted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  extended  generally 
to  the  like  claims,  under  like  circumstances,  derived  from  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  passed  in  December, 
1789,  equally  with  other  claims  then  exhibited  by  purchasers  from  Georgia  in  1795,  and  as  founded  in  equity  and 
justice,  and  the  true  spirit  of  the  convention  with  Georgia. 

That  your  memorialist  understands  a  measure  is  to  be  proposed  for  the  adoption  of  this  honorable  body,  and  to 
be  introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives,  giving  to  the  coriimissioners  aforesaid  full  and  absolute  poweis 
finally  to  determine  and  conclude  the  difterqnt  claims  under  the  convention  aforesaid  (although  tliey  were  already 
admitted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  acted  upon,  as  aforesaid)  without  any  right  of  appeal,  in  case  the 
terms  of  compensation,  or  the  decision  respecting  their  rights,  should  not  be  satisfactory  to  any  of  the  claimants, 
or  settled  by  mutual  compromise. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  apprehending  the  rigid  effects  of  such  a  measure,  humbly  prays  that  this  honorable 
House  do  take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  that  they  will  adopt  some  such  other  mode  of  settling  merely  the 
compensation  due  him  and  his  associates,  as,  in  their  wisdom,  they  shall  judge  the  best  to  advance  the  merits  of  his 
case,  and  administer  the  liberal  relief  provided  by  (he  convention,  and  humbly  sought  for  in  his  application. 
And  your  memorialist  will  ever,  &c. 

.  ALEXANDER  MOULTRIE. 

December  27th,  1803. 

A. 

THE  PETITION  AND  REPRESENTATION  OF   THE    MEHIBERS  OF  THE  SOUTH.  CAROLINA  YAZOO  COMPANY. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  pursuance,  of 
articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  made  between  the  said  Congress  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the'Mth  Jipril, 
1802;  relative  to  her  Mississippi  territory,  and  to  whom  applications  are  to  be  submiited  by  individuals,  for 
compensation  of  any  rights  and  claims  they  may  have  on  any  contract  with  Georgia,-  relative  to  any  part  of 
the  said  territory,  as  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  agreement  and  cession  is  directed  to  be  made- 

The  petition  and  representation  of  Alexander  Moultrie,  William  Clay  Snipes,  the  representatives  of  General 
Isaac  Huger,  deceased,  and  Doctor  James  Moultrie,  for  and  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  whose  claims  are 
also  herein  submitted  for  compensation,  members  of  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  on  the  grounds  and  facts 
represented  in  their  regular  order,  and  authentically  stated  in  this  representation,  respecting  a  contract  made  with 
Georgia  for  Mississippi  lands,  showeth: 

That  your  petitioners,  in  order  to  put  their  case  in  as  clear,  comprehensive,  and  compact  point  of  view  as  possi- 
ble, beg  leave  to  lay  the  same  before  your  honorable  board,  under  three  grounds  of  consideration.  First,  The  nature 
22  /> 
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and  the  proof  of  the  contract  made  with  Georgia,  as  aforesaid,  and  on  which  their  claims  are  founded.  Secondly, 
the  proof  of  the  full  compliance  therewith  on  their  part,  aiid  the  rights  naturally  resulting  therefrom  to  them;  and 
Thirdly,  the  losses  and  injuries  they  have  sustained,  by  Georgia  haying  refused  to  fultil  her  part  of  the  contract. 

To  the  first  ground,  ypur  petitioners  beg  leave  to  state,  lh;it  it  will  appear,  from  the  brief  of  the  bill  of  complaint 
and  proceedings  in  equity  filed,  and  of  record  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  held  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment: and  the  documents  and  testimony  therein  of  record,  in  a  suit  against  Georgia;  to  which  brief  (a  copy  of  which 
is  hereunto  annexed)  an-d  the  original  plenary  proceedings,  documents,  and  proofs  so  recorded,  your  petitioners 
crave  leave  as  iilteii  as  may  be  necessary  to  refer.  That  application  was  made  to  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  some 
time  in  December,  1789,  in  consequence  of  encouragements  held  out  by  that  State,  by  a  petition  to  the  said  Legisla- 
ture, for  a  purchase  of  part  of  her  Mississippi  territory,  (which  afterwards  became  designated  by  the  name  of  the 
South  Carolina  Yazoo  territory)  and  that  the  pi'oposals  and  terms  expressly  stipulated  and  offered  in  and  by  said 
petition,  were  to  pay  for,  the  same  in  the  paper  credits  of  Georgia;  to  the  official  copy  of  which  petition,  duly  authen- 
ticated under  the  seal  of  Georgia,  and  marked  H,  amongst  the  documents  tiled  with  the  bill  in  the  Supreme  Court 
aforesaid,  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  call  your  particuliir  attention. 

Your  petitioners  further  represent  to  your  honorable  board,  that  after  the  said  petition  was  so  presented, 
and  referred  to  a  committee,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  for.the  purpose  of  such  purchase  so 
applied  for,  and  passed  into  an  act.  An  authenticated  copy  of  which  act,  under  the  seal  of  Georgia,  is  annexed 
as  an  exhibit  and  document  to  the  bill  of  complaint  tiled,  as  aforesaid,  and  is  amongst  the  records  aforesaid,  and 
marked  A,  and  to  which  your  petitioners  crave  leave,  for  ^  greater  certainty,  to  reler. 

That  it  will  appear  by  said  act  A,  the  lands  so  purchased  were  specifically  located,  and  said  to  be  about  five 
millions  of  acres;  and  the  ^'■amount"  of  sixty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  was  to  be  paid  for 
the  same,  within  two  years  from  the  21st  December,  1789,  the  date  of  that  act.  That  the  purchasers,  under  the 
said  act,  were,  at  their  own  expense,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  claims  to  the  said  territory;  and  keep  the  peace  of  Georgia 
with  them  in  doing  so,  and  to  settle  the  same  as  soon  as  possible,  as  appears  by  the  preamble  of  the  act  as  an  express 
stipulation;  and  that  the  State  of  Georgia  was  not  to  be  responsible  for  any  loss,  or  deduction  of  the  quantity  sold, 
by  any  prior  claims,  but  that  the  purchasers  were  to  take  the  same  for  more  or  less. 

Your  petitioners  also  further  represent,  that,  whilst  the  said  act  was  passing  the  Legislature,  it  being  the  express 
terms  of  the  purchase  to  pay  for  the  same  in  Georgia  paper,  and  it  being  understood  certain  bills  of  credit  of  Georgia, 
called  Rattlesnake  money,  were  then  of  no  value,  and  never  likely  to  be  so,  and  might,  under  the  general  terms  of 
said  purchase,  be  olfered  in  payment;  objections  were  made  by  certain  members  of  the  Legislature,  to  the  passing  the 
bill  into  an  act,  unless  the  purchasers  would  agree  that  particular  species  of  paper  should  be  excluded;  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  confer  with  them,  and  did  stipulate  with  them  to  that  effect:  which  being  done,  the  said  bill 
passed  accordingly  into  the  law  A,  as  aforesaid.  For  the  authentic  proof  of  which,  your  said  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  testimony  of  Lachlan  M'  Infosh,  Esq.  and  Col.  Habersham,  late  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States, 
who  were  both  members  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  at  the  time,  and  present;  and  the  which  testimony  is  of  re- 
cord amongst  the  proceedings  in  equity  aforesaid,  in  answer  to  interrogatories  exhibited  utider  a  commission  of  the 
Supreme  Court  aforesaid. 

And  your  petitioners  further  represent,  as  an  additionar proof  of  the  real  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  contract  of 
purchase  aforesaid,  and  that  the  payment  was  to  be  received  in  paper,  that  they  beg  leave  to  refer  to  exhibit  B,  filed 
and  of  record,  with  the  bill  of  complaint  aforesaid,  being  a  copy  of  a  protest  made  by  the  minority  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  immediately  after  the  said  act  A  had  passed  into  a  law,  in  December,  1789;  and  further,  to  the 
testimony  of  Lachlan  M'Intosh,  Doctor  John  Hall,  and  Col.  Habersham,  aforesaid,  to  the  5th  interrogatory  admin- 
istered them,  under  the  commission  aforesaid,  forPennsylvania^  in  full  confirmation  and  ptoof  of  the  said  exhibit  B: 
w-hereby,  it  appears,  the  said  minority  thought  a  better  bargain  could  have  been  made  by  Georgia,  by  taking  part 
only  in  paper,  with  the  rest  in  specie  and  produce,  for  the  sale  she  had  made;  which  protest  is  indubitable  evi- 
dence of  their  own,  in  confirmation  of  the  contract  having  been  made  with  the  Soufth  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  only 
for  paper.  . 

And  your  petitioners  further  represent,  on  the  second  ground  submitted,  and  as  a  further  proof  and  confirmation 
of  the  said  contract  of  purchase  being  made,  to  be  payable  only  in  paper;  as  well  as  a  proof  that  the  contract,  from 
being  merely  an  executory  one,  became  an  executed  contract  on  the  part  of  the  purchasers,  and  binding  on  Georgia; 
that  they  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  original  exhibits  and  documents  of  two  receipts  filed,  and  of  record,  with  the  bill 
of  complaint  aforesaid,  and  in  the  proceedings  aforesaid,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Department  of 
Georgia,  (copies  of  which  are  also  printed  in  the  pamphlet  herewith  accompanying  this  petition,)  also  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Doctor  John  Hall,  Peter  Conway,  Lachlan  M'Intosh,  and  Cojonel  Habersham,  to  the  7th  and  10th  in- 
terrogatories administered  to  them,  in  pioi'i'  thereof,  under  the  commission  aforesaid,  and  of  record  as  aforesaid; 
whereby  it  appears,  by  the  first  receipt,  that  on  the  13th  Augastj  1790.  six  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  eighteen 
shillings  were  paid,  and  received  into  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  from  Win.  Gibbons,  in  part  payment  of  the  pur- 
chase aforesaid  in  "bills  of  credit,"  and  certified  io  be  in,  "par/  of"  the  ''■anioimtof"  sixty-six  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  dollars,  purchase  money  aforesaid;  and  wiierehy  it  appears,  in  the  second  receipt,  that  on  the 
nth  September,  1790,  five  hundred  pounds  ''paper  malium,'"  were  also  in  like  manner  paid  and  received,  "  as  u 
further  payment  inparl"  of  the  "  amount  o/""  ,the  said  purchase  in  Georgia.  All  which  payments  are  now  retained 
by  the  State  of  Geoi-gia. 

And  your  petitioners  further  represent,  as  a  proof  of  the  further  compliance  of  payment,  pursuant  to  their  con- 
tract, and  in  lull  completion  and  execution  thereof  on  their  side,  that  they  beg  leave  to  reter  to  the  exhibit  and 
docunimt  G,  filed  with  the  bill  aforesaid,  and  of  record  with  the  same,  being  a  certificate  by  Mr.  Meals,  Treasurer 
of  Gcorgia,of  a  tender  being  made  to  him,  pursuant  to  the  act  A,  exhibited  within  the  two  years  limited  by  their  con- 
tract aforesaid,  of  the  balance  then  due.,  And  the  which  facts  relative  to  such  tender,  as  well  as  the  certificate,  is 
also  fully  proven,  by  tlie  testimony  of  Edwin  Gairdner,  of  Charleston,  merchant,  and  Richard  Smith,  (who  were  pre- 
sent at  the  time,)  by  their  answer  to  interrogatory  exhibited  to  them,  under  a  commission  from  the  Supreme  Court 
aforesaid,  and  of  record  as  aforesaid.  The  which  tender  was  refused  by  the  Treasurer  of  Georgia,  though  it  was 
on  better  terms  (if  possible)  than  the  payments  contemplated  by  the  contract,  and  in  fair  compliance  wuh  it;  and 
far  better  than  th^t,  the  minority  of  the  House  contended  by  their  protest,  ought  to  have  been  asked  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia  as  aforesaid.  ■  _  . 
■  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  submit,  on  their  first  and  second  grounds,  submitted  herein  for  consideration, 
as  aforesaid,  that  the  facts  and  prools  hereinbefore  adduced,  with  the,  documents  referred  to,  establish,  beyond  a 
doubt,  the  full  completion  and  execution  of  the  contract  for  the  purchase  aforesaid,  with  Georgia,  on  behalf  of  the 
purchasers,  as  to  die  payments  to  be  made  to  the  same;  wliereby  every  right  therein  became  absolutely  and  irrevo- 
cably vested  in  them,  pursuant  to  such  purchase,  independent  of  the  expenses  hereinafter  proven  to  be  made  and 
incurred,  to  promote  the  settlement  of  their  puichase,  pursuant  to  their  engagement  stipulated  by  the  requisition  of 
Georgia,  in  the  act  A,  aforesaid,  and  which  only  were  incurred  and  gone  into  by  them  but  from  a  sacred  regard  to 
their  contract  with  that  State,  and  a  firm  reliance  on  the  support  of  that  public  body,  and  her  plighted  faith. 

And  your  petitioners,  on  their  third  and  last  ground  of  claim,  beg  leave  further  to  represent,  that,  after  all  the 
transactions  before  stated  and  brought  into  proof,  had  taken  place;  after  the  payments  had  been  made  and  tendered 
by  them,  as  aforesaid,  notwithstanding,  in  addition  thereto,  an  enormous  expense  had  been  entered  into  and  incur- 
red, to  forward  the  settlement  of  the  purchase  aforesaid,  in  further  execution  of  their  contract,  and  pursuant  to  the 
stipulated  requisition  of  Georgia,  as  aforesaid,  (the  particulars  of  which  will  hereafter  appear  by  undoubted  testi- 
mony referred  to,  and  a  just  schedule  of  the  same.)  The  State  of  Georgia,  neglecting  her  contract  aforesaid,  and 
the  expenses,  losses,  and  enormous  injury  she  had  done,  by  refusing  to  comply  with  the  same,  with  the  purchasers 
aforesaid,  sold  the  same  property  purchased  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  together  with  a  larger  quantity  of  the  same  kind, 
to  four  ditterent  companies,  and  ccmveyed  the  same  to  them,  by  an  act  of  her  Legislature,  passed  in  February,  1795, 
to  which  act,  marked  A  A,  amongst  the  exhibits  and  documents  of  record,  with  the  bill  of  complaint  aforesaid,  your 
petitioners  crave  leave,  for  greater  certainty,  to  refer. 

And  your  petitioners  further  represent,  that,  by  the  sale  made  by  the  said  act,  it  will  appear  from  the  description 
of  property  sold  the  difterent  companies  therein  mentioned,  that  the  property  sold  two  companies  therein  mentioned, 
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to  wit,  the  Geoi'gia  Company  and  tlie  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  is  located  on,  and  takes  away  the  whole  pro- 
perty sold  the  South  Carolina  Company,  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the  said  two  companies,  as  members  of  the  public 
corporate  body  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  acting  by  their  agent  and  representative  body  in  Legislature  assembled,  can 
never  plead  ignorance  of  the  representative  and  legislative  acts  of  the  Legislative  and  Representative  body  of  their 
country,  nor  the  constituted  authorities  acting  thereunder,  is  a  principle  too  well  recognized  on  every  ground  of  law 
and  civil  policy,  established  from  the  oldest  adjudications.  Nor  can  such  ignorance  be  alleged,  in  fact,  when,  by  the 
answer  of  Thomas  Glascock,  Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Thomas  Cumming,  filed  in  the  Supreme  Court,  to  the  bill  of 
complaint  aforesaid,  they  confess  that  they  knew  of  the  payments  and  tender  made  as  hereinbefore  is  alleged,  from 
report,  (as  by  the  said  answer  will  appear)  all  which,  without  intending  to  injure  the  present  claims  of  these  com- 
panies, proves  they  were  at  least,  what  is  called  in  law,  purchasers,  with  notice  of  a  former  right. 

And  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent  that,  formerly,  the  subject  of  this  property  sold  by  Georgia  to  other 
companies,  as  well  as  to  the  four  companies  herein  last  mentioned,  was  a  common  bone  of  contention  and  dissension 
between  them  all;  and  from  the  variety  of  conflicting  interests  involved  under  difterent  claims,  and  so  generally 
disseminated  through  the  difterent  States  of  the  Union,  threatened  a  melancholy  source  of  complaint,  discord,  dnc! 
division;  which,  in  all  human  probability,  might  have  greatly  disturbed  the  peace  of  our  Government,  and  embittered 
every  source  of  public  happiness.  That  they  are  happy  to  tirid  the  magnanimity  of  the  Government  hath  interfered 
to  put  an  end  to  all  these  evils — to  destroy  all  collision  of  interest  and  useless  distinctions  of  right— to  embrace  the 
claims  of  all,  by  her  protecting  sovereignty  and  justice,  upon  one  indiscriminate  principle  of  accommodation — and 
to  harmoni/.e  and  compensate  all  who  stand  now  upon  no  other  than  one  common  ground  of  injury  and  injustice 
done  to  them — and  from  a  source,  too,  which,  whilst  it  will  prove  an  almost  incalculable  fund  of  wealth,  population, 
and  strength  to  the  United  States,  will  fully  compensate  all  claimants  under  Georgia  for  any  injury,  with  what 
(though  sounding  large)  will  be  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket,  to  the  benefit  the  Union  \vill  receive.  Fifty -three  millions 
of  acres  of  the  richest  territory,  diversified  with  almost  every  climate  of  our  hemisphere,  worth  now  two  guineas  an 
acre,  which  will  be  increasing  ii;i  value  with  the  rapid  population,  every  reason  induces  to  expect,  besides  the  source 
it  will  afford  in  future  for  revenue,  by  direct  or  indirect  taxation,  added  to  the  strength  of  population,  will,  in  a  few 
years,  exalt  the  grandeur  of  the  United  States,  as  a  nation,  equal  to  that  of  the  most  distinguished  powers  of  the 
earth,  if  not  superior  to  them. 

Your  petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  the  land  contracted  for  by  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Com- 
pany, though  sold  for  more  or  less  than  five  millions  of  acres,  contains,  by  accurate  calculation,  from  the  description 
in  exhibit  A,  and  correct  maps,  at  least  ten  millions  of  acres,  if  not  more. 

They  further  beg  leave  to  represent  that,  by  a  reference  to  the  schedule  A  B,  hereunto  annexed,  some  idea  can 
be  had  (of  at  least  part)  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  contract  aforesaid,  with  Georgia,  and  which  only  can  now 
be  submitted  with  authenticity.  "  To  which  schedule,  for  the  particular  application  of"  each  sum,  and  account  of 
expenses,  and  the  authenticity  of  which  the  testimony  of  Jacob  Jacobs,  Edmund  Phelon,  William  ShirtlifF,  Alexan- 
der Rose.  James  Matthews,  Andrew  Kerr,  Edwin  Gairdner,  William  M'Cleod,  Adam  Tunno,  Robert  Hazlehurst. 
and  William  Robertson,  gentlemen  of  established  respectability  in  Charleston,  is  referred  to;  which  testimony  is 
recorded  with  the  bill  and  records  of  the  suit  aforesaid,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  which  peti-- 
tinners  beg  leave  to  submit  as  proof  to  your  consideration.  All  which,  with  the  other  facts  adduced,  show  the  mag- 
nitude of  injury  (to  say  no  more)  done  to  the  purchasers  from  Georgia  aforesaid.  And  the  more  so,  it  will  appear, 
when  we  contemplate  the  property  sacrificed,  the  funds  expended,  the  loss  of  interest  now  accrued  thereon,  the  dis- 
appointments, loss  of  credit,  and  the  various  oppressive  and  injurious  circumstances  of  embarrassment  attendant  on, 
and  arising  therefrom,  and  in  so  great  an  object  of  pursuit,  and  of  so  much  expectation. 

And  your  petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  it  will  be  found  that  no  attention  has  been  wanting  in 
them  to  the  duties  of  their  contract  with  Georgia,  nor  their  interest  arising  therefrom.  Their  bill  of  complaint  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  was  filed,  and  proceedings  had  against  Georgia,  for  a  specific  execution  of 
her  contract  in  manner,  and  at  the  time,  as  by  the  same  and  the  proceedings  thereon  had  of  recorJ,  as  aforesaid,  vvill 
appear;  and  was  about  to  come  to  a  hearing,  (the  same  being  set  down,  and  briets  delivered  for  that  purpose)  for 
February  court,  1798.  But  the  alteration  of  the  constitution,  in  respect  to  the  suability  of  States,  being  ratified  im- 
mediately before,  and  which,  by  an  ex  post  facto  operation,  abated  the  said  suit  so  instituted,  your  petitioners  have 
been  without  remedy,  until  the  late  provision  of  Congress,  in  her  agreement  and  cession  with  Georgia,  as  aforesaid. 

And,  lastly,  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent  that  they  know  of  no  person  from  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo 
Company  (the  specific  appropriation  of  the  property  agreed  for  by  them  with  Georgia,  being  given  up  to  the  United 
States,  and  only  compensation  from  their  contract  and  its  injuries  being  now  to  be  sought  for)  who  can  claim  from 
Congress  any  compensation,  but  the  petitioners  herein  named,  and  nominally  distinguished,  and  Wm.  Gibbons,  of 
Georgia,  in  right  of  the  money  paid  by  him,  as  a  member  of  the  company,  as  aforesaid.  Thomas  Washington,  men- 
tioned in  the  proceeding,  having  only  paid  about  three  hundred  pounds  to  Wm.  M'Leod,  and  having  dissipated  the 
funds  of  the  company,  and  broken  in  upon  them  in  a  manner  not  now  to  be  specified,  to  many  thousands,  and  every 
other  who  had  taken,  at  difterent  times,  a  part  in  the  company,  having  withdrawn  their  contributions  and  relinquish- 
ed the  business,  and  borne  no  burthen  of  expenditures:  that,  by  misfortunes  and  accidents,  their  funds  have  been 
exhausted,  except  to  about  four  thousand  pounds  sterling,  in  a  Georgia  certificate,  bought  of  Alexander  Rose,  for 
above  six  thousand  pounds;  one  thousand  five  hundred  ot  which  were  reserved  by  Mr.  Rose;  that  twenty-one  thou- 
sand and  ten  pounds,  four  shillings,  and  one  penny,  of  the  indents  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  belonging  to 
the  State,  were  loaned  by  Alexander  Moultrie  to  the  company,  when  of  little  value;  that  the  State  has  received  for 
such  from  others,  and  may  receive  for  the  same,  one  pound  in  five,  by  compromise:  but  from  whatever  compensation 
Congress  may  make  your  petitioners,  it  will  be  necessary  that  that  amount  of  the  indents  may  be  retained  by  Con- 
gress, 1o  secure  the  State  on  any  compromise  to  be  made  with  herj  and  that  the  balance  may  be  distributed  amongst 
your  petitioners  in  equal  proportions. 

And  your  petitioners  pray,  that  such  generous  compensation  be  made  them,  as  not  only  to  extricate  them  from 
the  difficulties  they  have  been  drawn  into,  and  which  they  now  labor  under,  by  their  contract,  but,  with  a  full  consi- 
deration of  the  magnitude  of  the  cession  made  by  Georgia  to  Congress,  and  its  great  value  and  advantages  to  the 
Union,as  wellas  the  magnitude,  and  value,  and  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  to  the  property  contracted 
for  with  Georgia;  the  immense  expenses  they  have  been  plunged  into  by  such  contract;  the  sacriface  of  capital  to 
raise  funds,  and  the  loss  of  interest  sunk  with  it;  the  loss,  also,  of  time  and  credit,  from  the  embarrassments  arising 
from  their  disappointment,  as  well  as  the  most  precious  years  of  their  lives;  and  the  sacrifice  of  that  domestic  hap- 
piness, which  is  beyond  the  power  of  language  to  express. 
All  which  they  most  humbly  submit,  &c. 


IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES. 
Moultrie,  etal.  ~) 

versus  >     In  Equity.    Complainants'  Brief. 

State  of  Georgia,  el  al.     j 

The  bill  states  that  complainants,  citizens  of  South  Carolina,  for  themselves  and  others,  associates  of  the  same 
St.ate,  show :  That,  in  the  year  1789,  complainants,  with  one  Thomas  Washington,  now  dead,  and  several  others,  were 
applied  to  unite  in  application  to  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  to  purchase  the  territory  in  bill  mentioned;  also  to  pur- 
chase of  Georgia  the  pre-emption  right  of  extinguishing  Indian  claims  thereto;  that  the  application  was  made  in  De- 
cember, 1789,  and,  on  the  21st  of  December,  1789,  an  act  of  that  liegislature  passed,  vesting  said  pre-emption  and 
all  right  of  Georgia  in  said  territory,  as  by  said  act  (exhibit  A)  appears;  that,  whilst  said  act  was  under  deliberation, 
and  immediately  before  its  passing,  the  House  of  Representatives  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  the  agent  of  parties 
applying  for  purchase,  to  stipulate  as  a  condition  on  which  said  House  would  pass  said  act;  that,  in  all  payments  for 
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said  purchase,  a  paper  emission  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  called  llattlesnaice  money,  should  be  excepted  and  deemed 
in;i(liiiissible  in  such  payments;  thtitit  was  so  agreed  by  agent  of  complainants  and  the  committee,  who  returned 
satisfied  to  House,  and  bill  passed  into  a  law;  that  as  demonstration  of  intention  of  parties  that  every  paper  credit 
current  in  Georgia,  to  the  amount  of  sixty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-fourdollars,  (except  Rattlesnake)  was 
to  be  received  by  Georgia  for  said  purchase;  a  protest  was  entered  by  minority  of  House  of  Representatives  disap- 
proving of  said  purchase,  and  showing  more  advantageous  offers  had  been  made  for  said  purchase,  payable  in  tobacco 
and  other  property  and  paper  issues,  and  public  securities  of  Georgia;  and  that  only  certificates  and  public  paper 
credits  were  to  be  paid  by  complainants  for  their  purchase,  (as  by  exhibit  B  appears;)  that,  in  June,  1790,  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia  passed  a  resolve  (filed  with  bill  marked  C,  and  an  exhibit,  also  marked  I)  attempting  to  defeat 
their  contract  with  complainants;  that,  after  such  resolve,  two  sums  of  inoney  were  paid,  in  part  execution  of  com- 
plainants' contract,  into  treasury  of  Georgia,  as  by  complainants'  exhibits  with  bills  E  and  F;  that,  on  the  19th  day 
of  December,  1791,  befoie  expiration  of  two  years  allotted  by  contract  of  complainants  to  complete  said  purchase, 
complainants  tendered  John  IVteals.  then  Treasurer  of  Georgia,  the  balance  due  on  their  said  contract,  and  demanded 
their  giant,  which  tender  said  Meals  refused,  allowing  the  Carolina  medium  to  be  as  specie  and  good  tender,  refus- 
ing specially  only  Georgia  certificates,  which  were  then  twenty  shillings  in  pound,  ana  of  far  more  value  than  when 
the  act  passed.  Said  certificate  of  tender  and  refusal  by  J.  Meals,  exhibited  in  paper  G,  to  Carolina  commission, 
annexed  and  proven. 

That  complainants,  by  (the  law  A' exhibited)  their  contract,  contracted  to  settle  the  said  territory,  and  being  de- 
sirous to  carry  speedily  into  execution  every  part  their  contract,  laid  out  and  expended  many  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling to  accomplish  extinction  of  Indian  right,  and  forwarding  settlement,  an  arduous  work  intended  beneficial  to 
Georgia;  that,  encouraged  by  contract,  great  sacrifices  made  by  complainants  of  money  and  property;  many  asso- 
ciates advanced  nothing,  especially  Washington,  who  was  means  of  their  loss  of  above  thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling: 
new  association  now  formed  and  present  associates  burthened  with  every  loss;  that,  in  tender  of  balance  made  to 
Meals,  as  in  exhibit  G,  neither  VVashington  nor  his  representatives  had  any  concern  or  contribution;  and  complain- 
ants submit  how  far  his  representatives,  and  under  what  restriction,  ought  to  be  admitted,  or  whether  they  ought  to 
be  admitted,  to  partake  of  cotiiplainants. 

That,  before  tender  made  in  December,  1791,  as  in  exhibit  G,  the  whole  amount  of  sixty -six  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  dollars,  in  Hillhouse's  and  Wereat's  certificates,  had  been  tendered  Meals,  who  took  charge  of 
them  only  as  a  private  person,  and  could  not  officially  receive  them  in  payment;  and  that  they  were  returned  before 
the  tender  made  19th  December,  1791,  and  distributed  to  each  associate. 

Combination  charged  against  complainants'  interest  by  sale  from  Legislature  of  Georgia  to  James  Gunn,  Matthew 
M'Allister,  and  George  Walker,  of  part  of  the  territory  purchased  before  by  the  complainants,  as  aforesaid;  also 
by  said  Legislature  selling  since  complainant's  purchase,  viz.  7th  Januaiy,  1795,  to  Nicholas  Long,  Thomas  Glas- 
cock. Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Thomas  Camming  and  associates,  by  name  of  Mississippi  Company,  the  other  part  of 
the  territory  purchased  by  complainants,  as  aforesaid,  (as  appears  by  exhibit  A  A)  although  they  nere  fully  apprized 
of  complainants''  rights  before  confederates  so  purchased. 

/'rf/i/er  of  bill  for  subpccnas  against  the  State,  and  Attorney  General  and  Treasurer  of  said  State,  and  David 
Murray  Washington,  heir  of  aforesaid  Washington;  also  to  James  Gunn,  M.  M'Allister,  George  Walker,  and  to 
Nicholas  Long,  Thomas  Glascock,  Ambrose  Gordon,  and  Thomas  Cumming,  to  answer  bill  and  to  file  two  copies 
authenticated  of  complainants'  exhibits,  also,  to  answer  respecting  the  Rattlesnake  committee,  and  that  confederates 
file  a  copy  of  law,  A  A,  and  that  D.  M.  Washington  show  what  right  he  can  have  to  merit  protection  of  this  court; 
also  that  confederates  show  what  part  of  complainants' territory  pui chased  by  them.  And  that  this  court  decree 
complainants'  right,  in  territory  so  purchased  by  them,  be  deemed  aud  held  absolute,  on  their  pnying  or  tendering  the 
Treasurer  of  Georgia,  in  public  securities  or  specie,  or  the  value  in  any  money  current  in  Georgia,  the  balance  due 
for  the  amount  of  dollars  contracted  for  to  be  paid.  And  that  the  right  of  Georgia  in  premises,  and  all  others  de- 
rived from  the  same,  be  bound  by  and  decreed  to  be  held  and  stand  liable  to  claim  and  title  of  complainants,  their 
heirs  and  assigRS.  That  Georgia  be  deemed  to  confirm  the  same  on  complainants  paying  amount  of  bill  due  in 
specie,  or  valuable  paper  current  in  Georgia,  and  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  or  such  certificates  and  paper  credits  as 
come  within  meaning  of  their  contract;  also,  decree  what  interest  the  heir  of  Washington  can  have. 

On  this  bill,  process  being  served  on  defendants  in  summer  of  1796,  and  proven  in  due  form,  for  each  party  ap- 
pearing in  the  court  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  February,  1797,  a  decree  was  then  made,  pursuant  to  the  rule  of  the 

August,  1796,  that  the  complainants  proceed  ex  parte  to  the\v  examination  of  proofs  and  to  a  final  decree. 

This  cause,  set  down  for  hearing  at  August  term  of  1797,  was  adjourned  over  to  the  next  sitting. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  term  for  August,  1797,  an  answer  from  the  defendants,  Thomas  Glascock,  Am- 
brose Gc.rdpn,  and  Thomas  Cumming,  hath  been  (sworn  to  in  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  before  John  Wilson,  Justice  of  the 
Peace)  filed  in  the  ofiice  of  the  clerk  of  this  court  in  Philadelphia,  setting  forth:  That  they  believe  to  be  true  that, 
in  1789,  complainants  applied  to  Geoigia  for  purchase  of  territory,  as  described  in  bill,  and  they  admit  that  exhibit 
A,  to  complainants'  bill  is,  in  substance,  (if  not  literally)  a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  in  pursuance 
thereof,  and  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  on  what  kind  of  moneys  was  to  be  taken  in  payment,  but 
were  not  members  then  of  the  I^egislature;  also,  admit  there  was  a  publication  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  in 
handbills,  or  public  prints,  expressing  their  disapprobation  of  the  law  so  passed;,  but  don't  know  if  exhibit  B  of  com- 
plainants be  a  true  copy,  or  if  the  majority  was  of  the  same  opinion  vyith  the  minority,  as  to  kind  of  money  or 
public  securities  to  be  received  in  payment;  but,  if  permitted  to  form  opinion,  it  appears,  majority  originally  under- 
stood, as  declared  in  their  resolves,  (exhibit  C)  filed  with  complainants'  bill,  and  in  respondents'  answer,  that  they 
knew  of  payments  made  by  complainants,  also  of  their  tender  made,  but  by  report  and  the  losses  of  complainants; 
that,some  time  in  November  or  December,  1794,  theyapplied  to  General  Assembly  of  Georgia  (o  purchase  partofher 
unlocated  ^^'estern  territory,  and  described  in  exhibit  A  A,  and  that  they  obtained  a  grant,  and  paid  Georgia  for 
same,  as  in  exhibit  A  A.  Deny  at  time  of  their  said  purchase  any  knowledge  of  complainants'  title  to  any  part  of 
same;  and  have,  for  valuable  consideration,  sold  their  said  purchase  to  Wm.  Wetmore,  Leonard  Jarvis,  and  Henry 
Newman,  and  their  associates,  called  the  New  England  Land  Company,  prior  to  hearing  of  complainants'  claim, 
now  set  up,  and  the  filing  of  their  bill,  and  with  no  intention  to  weaken  complainants'  claim.  Submit  whether 
bound  to  provide,  at  their  own  expense,  documents  from  public  officers  for  complainants,  having  liberty  to  do  so 
themselves.     Deny  combination,  and  pray  in  usual  form. 

Exhibits  by  complainants,  as  documents. 

1st.  Law  A,  under  seal  of  State  of  Georgia,  in  usual  form,    Pennsylvania  commission. 

Od.  Resolve  C,  filed  with  bill,  proven  under  seal  of  State  of  Georgia,  by  document  I. 

3d.  Document  H,  under  seal  of  State  of  Georgia,  being  original  petition  of  complainants  to  Georgia  Legislature 
for  purchase,  for  paying  in  Georgia  paper,  and  on  which  law  passed. 

4th.  Annexed  to  Carolina  commission,  exhibit  G,  certificates  of  tender  by  Meals,  Treasiirer. 

5th.  Annexed  to  Pennsylvania  commission,  receipt  of  Meriwether  for  payment  made,  certified  in  form  under 
seal  of  State  of  Georgia. 

Brief  of  complainants^  proqfs  under  the  Carolina  commission. 

Jacob  Jacobs  proves  he  knows  complainants.  To  sixth  interrogatory  says:  Knows  of  purchase  by  them  from 
A.  Kerr  of  about  two  thousand  nine  hundred  pounds  sterling  in  goods,  sold  by  deponent  at  auction  for  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds,  lour  shillings,  and  five  pence  half^-penny,  which  he  understood  intended  to  make 
payment  of  part  of  the  purchase  money  to  Georgia  for  Yazoo  lands. 

Edmund  Phelon,  that  he  knows  complainants.  To  sixth  interrogatory:  Knows  of  a  contract  by  director  of  South 
Carolina  Yazoo  Company  with  Thomas  Basket,  a  trader  amongst  Creeks  and  Chocktaw  nations,  and  to  pay  him 
one  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  pilot  deponent  through  Choctaw  nations,  and  to  the  Natchez,  and  to  serve  deponent 
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as  an  interpreter  to  Indians;  that  deponent's  mission  was  to  prepare  them  for  a  settlement  of  South  Carolina  Yazoo 
Company  at  Walnut  Hills,  and  on  the  Yazoo  river;  that  deponent,  to  effect  this,  expected  to  meet  Dr.  I.  O.  Fallon 
and  a  Colonel  Holder  there,  with  a  quantity  of  goods  and  settlors  from  Kentucky,  to  build  houses  on  the  Yazoo,  and 
divide  the  goods  with  the  Indians;  that  he  arrived  at  Natchez  25th  September,  1790,  with  Basket,  and  remained  till 
August,  1791;  that  neither  Fallon  nor  Holder  arrived;  and,  in  January  or  February,  1791,  he  saw  a  letter  in  posses- 
sion of  Don  Gayoso,  Governor  of  Natchez,  written  by  Fallon,  mentioning  deponent's  mission  as  an  amicable  one, 
requesting  treatment  of  him  accordingly;  and  that  he,  O.  Fallon,  was  collecting  settlers  on  the  Ohio,  and  means  for 
them,  and  would  be  down  with  them  shortly.  Believes  Fallon  was  prevented  going  by  the  President's  proclama- 
tion; that,  before  deponent  went  on  his  mission,  he  saw  in  the  hands  of  A.  Moultrie,  signed  by  Fallon,  receipts  for 
money  advanced  Fallon,  as  agent  of  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company;  that  deponent  received  from  Washington,  be- 
fore departure,  twenty  pounds,  and,  after  return,  receipt  for  company,  from  General  Hugar,  three  hundred  dollars. 
William  Shirtliff  knows  complainants.  To  sixth  interrogatory,  that,  when  treasurer  for  South  Carolina  Yazoo 
Company,  he  expended  for  company  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds,  sixteen  shillings,  and  four  pence 
sterling,  and  part  for  bills  drawn  bv  Fallon,  as  agent,  whilst  in  Western  territory;  i.  e.  one  bill  to  Robert  Hazle- 
hurst,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  sixteen  shillings,  and  one  penny,  sterling,  and  one  to  Adam  and 
William  Tunno,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds;  and  that  he  paid  Basket,  as  a  guide,  and  other  expenses;  and 
understood  and  believes  they  were  for  making  a  settlement  on  the  Yazoo  territory.  To  thirteenth  interrogatory, 
says  Plielon  was  sent  by  company  about  making  settlements  on  Yazoo. 

Alexander  Rose  knows  complainants.  To  seventh  interrogatory,  that  State  of  Georgia  granted  him  a  certi- 
ficate for  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  three  pounds  sterling,  current  money  of  Georgia;  out  of  which  he  sold  J. 
Gairdner,  of  Charleston,  for  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  three  pounds,  at  the 
rate  of  sixteen  to  seventeen  shillings  in  the  pound;  which  purchase  he  understood  was  to  go  towards  paying  Georgia 
for  Yazoo  lands. 

James  Mathews  knows  complainants.  To  sixth  interrogatory,  knows  Fallon,  and  that  he  was  sent  agent  for  com- 
pany; that  Fallon  quitted  South  Carolina,  but  knows  not  on  what  mission.  Seen  him  write,  and  knows  his  hand;  and 
seen  in  possession  of  A  Moultrie  four  receipts,  in  Fallon's  hand,  to  amount  all  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds 
sterling,  moneys  received  by  Fallon  of  A.  Moultrie:  saw  these  receipts  before  Fallon  departed;  and  Fallon  departed 
well  provided  with  horses.  A;  Moultrie  then  director  of  the  company.  Perluaded  Fallon  went  about  Yazoo  lands. 
That  deponent  assisted  in  counting  twenty-one  thousand  and  ten  pounds,  four  shillings,  and  one  penny,  sterling,  in 
South  Carolina  general  indentures,  and  saw  and  attested  a  bond,  from  J.  Huger,  Thomas  Washington,  J.  Weed, 
Alexander  Inglis,  for  self  and  Alexander  M'Gilvray,  and  Edward  Penman,  (and  that  W.  C.  Snipes  signed  it 
after)  for  twenty-one  thousand  and  ten  pounds,  fourshillings,  and  one  penny,  sterling,  to  A.  Moultrie,  dated  17th  of 
February,  1790,  about  the  day  deponent  counted  indents,  which  he  believes  was  loaned  to  the  company;  and  to  pay 
for  Yazoo  lands,  and  that  the  indents  were  sold  for  that  purpose.  Also,  was  witness  to  a  receipt  from  Jacob  Weed 
to  Alexander  Moultrie,  (dated  17th  of  February,  1790)  as  director,  for  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
in  Carolina  medium,  to  be  applied  towards  company's  payment  to  Georgia  for  Yazoo  lands;  which  medium  then  at 
par  with  specie.  Believes  members  of  Yazoo  Company  resident  at  Charleston  paid  considerable  sums  of  money, 
and  incurred  large  debts,  and  much  involved,  in  providing  to  pay  for  Yazoo  territory. 

Andrew  Kerr  knows  complainants.  To  sixth  interrogatory,  Jacobs  and  Son  bought  of  deponent's  gno.ds,  to  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  pounds,  for  A.  Moultrie  and  others,  of  Yazoo  Company,  and  believes  to  raise  money  to  pay 
for  Yazoo  land:  knows  of  purchase  of  Rose's  certificate  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  (of  which  Rose  reserved  fifteen 
hundred)  to  pay  Georgia  for  Yazoo  lands. 

Edward  Gairdner  knows  complainants.  To  seventh  interrogatory,  knows  the  purchase  of  goods  from  Kerr,  of 
two  thousand  nine  hundred  pounds,  and  sold  for  about  cme  thousand  six  hundred,  which  sum,  with  Wereat's  certi- 
cates  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina  medium,  then  at  par  with  specie,  some  gold  and  silver,  amounting  (exclusive  of 
the  one  thousand  six  hundred)  to  seven  thousand  pounds;  also,  some  other  Georgia  paper  was  carried  to  Augusta, 
in  December,  1791,  to  discharge  last  payment  to  Georgia  for  Yazoo  territory:  on  arriving,  found  the  last  mentioned 
Georgia  paper  would  not  be  received,  ahd  then  sent  to  Charleston,  to  James  Gairdner,  to  purchase  Rose's  certifi- 
cates lor  about  six  thousand  pounds;  that  some  bought  at  seventeen  and  six  pence  per  pound  sterling,  and  brought 
to  Augusta  December,  1791,  and  formed  part  of  the  tender  then  made;  that,  the  company  then  having  sufficient 
funds,  Mr.  Thomas  Young,  Richard  Smith,  Robert  Forsythe,  and  the  deponent,  attended  John  Meals,  treasurer, 
at  Augusta,  on  the  19tli  of  December,  1791,  and,  in  behalf  of  company,  tendered  him  fourteen  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  pounds,  five  shillings,  and  eight  pence,  the  balance  then  due  for  company's  purchase  of  Yazoo 
lands;  that  the  tender  was  composed  of  part  specie,  part  Carolina  medium,  the  rest  Georgia  Wereat's  certificates, 
in  the  proportions  mentioned  in  complainants'  exhibit  G;  and  that  Meals  refused  the  same  in  manner  as  declared 
in  said  exhibit  G:  that  Meals  was  then  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  that  the  name  of  J.  Meals,  subscribed  to 
Exhibit  G,  is  Meals's  own  hand  writing,  and  written  in  deponent's  presence. 

Wm.  M'Cleod  knows  complainants.  Sixth,  that  AVashington  and  Snipes,  as  two  members  of  South  Carolina 
Yazoo  Company,  bought  of  him,  in  1789,  goods  to  about  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  found,  after,  Moultrie 
and  Hugar  equally  concerned  in  that  purchase;  that  the  goods,  he  understood  from  j  Colonel  Holder,  who  chose 
them  out,  were  intended  to  establish  a  store  or  settlement  on  the  Yazoo  territory. 

James  Gairdner  knows  complainants.  To  seventh  interrogatory,  knows  of  the  purchase  of  goods  from  Kerr,  to 
amount  two  thousand  nine  hundred  pounds,  and  the  sale,  by  Jacobs,  to  pay  Georgia  for  Yazoo  lands;  knows  of  the 
purchase  of  Rose's  certificate,  of  about  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  three  pounds  sterling,  and  of  one  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  reserved  for  Rose,  and  that  it  was  bought  at  seventeen  and  six  pence  per  pound;  that  it  was 
bought  to  tender  to  Georgia  for  Yazoo  lands;  that  A.  Moultrie  also  deposited  one  hundred  barrels  of  rice,  and  Dr. 
Moultrie  fifty  barrels,  to  raise  money  towards  tender;  and  that,  on  16th  of  December,  1791,  Carolina  medium  at 
par  with  specie,  and  WercaCs  certificates  at  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  per  pound. 

Adam  Tunno  knows  complainants;  in  1790,  a  bill  of  exchange  from  Fallon,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
dated  at  Kentucky,  and  directed  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Yazoo  Company,  was  remitted  the  deponent  by  John 
Holmes,  of  Baltimore;  and  that,  in  February,  1791,  the  bill  was  paid,  with  damages,  by  A.  Moultrie,  to  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  pounds,  eight  shillings,  and  nine  pence; 

Robert  Hazlehurst  knows  complainants;  that,  in  1789,  1790,  or  1791,  he  received  a  bill,  drawn  by  Fallon  at 
Kentucky,  directed  to  A.  Moultrie  and  William  Clay  Snipes,  on  account  of  Yazoo  Company,  to  pay  five  hundred 
dollars,  which  was  afterwards  paid  by  A.  Moultrie. 

William  Robertson  knows  complainants;  sixth,  knows  purchase  of  Kerr's  goods  to  near  three  thousand 
pounds,  and  sale  by  Jacobs  to  pay  for  Yazoo  lands;  a  bond  was  given  for  the  goods,  and  was  paid  by  Dr.  Moultrie; 
knows  that  J.  Gairdner  was  sent  to  from  Augusta  to  purchase  Rose's  certificate,  and  which  was  done. 

Isaac  Teasdale  knows  complainants;  to  eleventh  interrogatory,  that,  in  month  December,  1789  and  1791,  the 
paper  medium  of  South  Carolina  passed  in  Georgia  at  par  with  specie;  and  Georgia  medium  at  fifty  per  cent, 
discount. 

Richard  Smith  knows  complainants;  to  sixth  interrogatory,  that,  in  December,  1791,  he  came  from  Augusta  to 
Charleston,  to  buy  Rose's  certificate,  and  which  was  purchased  by  James  Gairdner,  for  company,  and  cariied  by 
deponent  to  Augusta,  previous  to  19th  December,  1791;  and  that,  on  19th  December,  1791,  deponent,  with  others 
appointed,  attended  J.  Meals,  Treasurer  of  Georgia,  in  Augusta,  to  tender  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-four  pounds,  five  shillings,  and  eight  pence,  to  entitle  company  to  grants;  that  such  tender  was  then  and  there 
made  in  deponent's  presence,  in  manner  of  the  terms  of  exhibit  G.,  Rose's  Wereat's  certificate  composing  part  of 
the  tender;  deponent  refers  to  exhibit  G.  for  probate  of  it,  &c. ;  that,  on  the  1st  December,  1789,  and  19th  December, 
1791,  paper  medium  of  South  CuroVim  passed  in  Georgia  at  par  with  specie. 
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Exhibits  and  documents  annexed  to  the  complainants''  commission,  issued  for  witnesses  to  be  examined  on  in 

Pennsylvania,  viz: 

1st.  The  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  Georgia,  17th  December,  1791,  on  the  complainants'  remonstrance  presented. 

2d.  B.  Protest  of  the  minority  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Georgia,  on  passing  the  bill  to  complainants  in 
December,  1789,  showing  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Legislature,  Georgia  paper  and  certificates  were  to  be  received  by 
Georgia  in  payment. 

3d.  C.  Resolve  of  Georgia  Legislature,  11th  June,  1790,  afteV  protest  and  bill  passed  to  complainants,  directing 
Treasurer  to  receive  only  gold  and  silver,  and  paper  medium,  after  a  certain  time  in  August  following,  in  payment. 

4th.  Copy  of  a  receipt  for  a  payment  made  Georgia. 

5tli.  An  original  receipt  for  a  payment  made  Georgia. 

6tli.  Specimens  of  Georgia  certificates. 

7th.  An  exhibit  under  the  grand  seal  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  containing — 

8th.  The  law  passed  to  complainants  in  December,  1789,  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia. 

9fh.  A  certificate  of  the  payment  made  by  complainants. 

Depositions  of  witnesses  on  Pennsylvania  commissions. 
JohS' Hall,  of  city  of  Philadelphia. 

To  1st  interrogatory.  That  he  knows  complainants  had  a  part  of  share  in  the  company;  but  now  not  directly  or 
indirectly  concerned  in  event  of  suit. 

To  2d.  Can't  say. 

To  3d.  Was  not  a  member  in  Georgia  Legislature  iri  December,  1789,  and  did  not  attend  there. 

To  4th.  Knows  nothing. 

To  5th.  Knows  nothing,  except  he  read  a  paper  purporting  a  protest,  which  he  believes  was  printed  in  Augusta, 
in  Georgia,  in  December,  1789,  and  believes  the  paper  B,  now  shown,  a  copy  of  same. 

To  6th.  Knows  nothing. 

To  7th.  That,  13th  of  August,  1790,  onbehalf  of  company,  at  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  he  paid  Treasurer  of  Georgia 
five  hundred  pounds,  in  paper  medium  thereof;  which  said  Treasurer  received  of  him,  on  account  of  complainants, 
and  in  part  payment  of  the  purchase  of  land  on  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi,  under  an  act  passed  about  21st  Decem- 
ber, 1789;  and  that  Treasurer  also  acknowledged  a  receipt  of  another  payment  made  him,  upwards  of  six  hundred 
pounds  in  paper  medium,  the  14th  August,  1790. 

To  8th.  That  John  Meals  was  Treasurer  of  Georgia  on  the  13th  of  August,  1790,  and  some  time  before  and  since. 

To  9th.  He  never  was  Secretary  to  Executive  Department  of  Georgia. 

To  10th.  That  J.  Meriwether  was  for  many  years  Secretary  of  Executive  Department;  and,  in  the  year  1790, 
knows  he  was  Secretary,  knows  his  hand  writing,  and  that  the  signature  Meriwether,  subscribed  to  writing  F, 
hereto  subjoined,  and  shown  this  deponent,  is  the  writing  of  the  said  Meriwether. 

To  11th.  Cannot  say. 

To  12th.  Believes  the  seven  papers,  bills  subjoined,  and  now  shown,  to  be  genuine  bills  of  Georgia. 

To  13th.  Knows  no  more. 

Peter  Conway,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia. 

To  1st.  Knows  complainants. 

To  2d.  Cannot  say. 

To  3d.  Was  not  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  in  December,  1789. 
'  To  4th.  Cannot  say. 

To  5th.  Cannot  say. 

To  6th.  Cannot  say. 

To  7th.  That  he  has  seen  a  certificate  dated  18th  August,  1790,  signed  by  J.  Meals,  Treasurer  of  Georgia, 
(whose  writing  he  knows)  for  five  hundred  pounds,  paid  in  paper  medium,  by  Dr.  Hall,  fur  the  company,  under  tlie 
act  of  Assembly  mentioned  in  interrogatory;  and  knows  that  said  certificate  v/as  received  in  the  ofiice  of  Secretary 
of  Execuiive  Department  of  Georgia. 

To  8th.  That  J.  Meals  was  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Georgia  during  the  period  mentioned  in  interrogatory;  but 
knows  of  no  payment  or  tender  made  by  company,  or  any  other  for  them,  but  what  mentioned  in  his  answer  pre- 
ceding. /^        ■ 

To  9th.  That  he  was  never  Secretary  to  Executive  Department  of  Georgia. 

To  10th.  That  J.  Meriwether  was  Secretary  to  Executive  of  Georgia  .^t  times  mentioned  in  interrogatory;  that 
he  knows  said  Meriwether's  hand  writing,  and  that  signature  to  exhibit  F,  hereto  subjoined  and  shown,  is  said 
Meriwether's  proper  hand  writing. 

To  11th.  Knows  not.        . 

To  12th.  Believes  the  seven  bills  shown  to  be  genuine. 

Lachlan  M'Intosh,  of  Sunbury,  in  Georgia.  .       . 

To  1st.  Knows  complainants. 
To  9d.  Says  not. 

To  3d.  That  he  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  December,  1790,  and  attended  the  session 
then.  .  .       . 

To  4th.  That  representative  branch  of  Legislature  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  companies;  that  A. 
Moultrie  appeared  before  them  as  representative  of  Carolina  Yazoo  Company;  does  not  recollect  the  kind  of  money 
to  be  received;  was  one  of  the  points  the  committee  instructed  on;  recollects  it  was  objected  in  deponent's  presence, 
by  a  member  of  the  Legislature;  (though  not  certain  one  of  the  committee)  that  the  Rattlesnake  money,  so  called. 
would  be  tendered,  which  way,  disavowed  by  each  of  the  Representatives  of  the  several  companies;  does  not  recol- 
lect the  names  of  the  committee;  that  committee  met  Moultrie,  asrepresentativeof  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company; 
but  made  no  contract,  being  empowered  only  to  receive  proposals  and  report;  knows  of  no  money  agreed  to  be  ex- 
cluded, but  the  Rattlesnake,  which,  when  objected  to,  was  disavowed  by  representatives  of  companies;  that  a  report 
was  made  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  how  far  modified,  cannot  say;  does  not  know  whetlier  entered  on 
journals  or  not;  and  if  not,  why  not. 

To  5th.  Has  examined  paper  B,  annexed;  knows  a  protest  was  made  by  minority  of  House  of  Representatives 
alluded  to  in  interrogatory;  that  the  names  appearing  to  be  subscribed  thereto,  are,  to  recollection,  real  names  of  pro- 
testors, members  of  said  House;  and  believes  document  B  substantially  a  copy  of  protest  so  made;  whether  entered 
on  journals,  and  if  not,  why  not,  cannot  say;  but  was  published  in  a  newspaper  in  Georgia,  at  the  close  of  the  session 
mentioned;  was  not  disavowed  by  persons  whose  names  are  to  it,  but  understood  to  be  published  by  their  authority. 

To  6th  and  7th.  Cannot  say. 

To  8th.  That  Meals  was  Treasurer  of  Georgia  on  the  21st  December,  1789;  but  how  long  after  recollects  not. 

To  9th.  Deponent  never  Secretary  of  Executive. 

To  10th.  That  I.  Meriwether,  Secretary  of  Executive  of  Georgia,  for  time  mentioned  in  interrogatory;  knows 
his  writing,  and  that  signature  L  Meriwether  to  exhibit  F  is  his  writing. 

To  11th.  Cannot  say. 

To  12tli.  Believes  bills  exhibited  to  be  genuine. 
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Col.  Habersham. 

To  1st.  Knows  complainants. 

To  2tl.  Cannot  say. 

To  3d.  That  he  was  member  of  Georgia  Legislature  at  the  time,  and  attended. 

To.  4th.  Knows  House  of  Representatives  appointed  committee  to  confer  with  agent  of  South  Carolina  Yazoo 
Company:  what  the  particular  objects,  cannot  say,-  but  it  was  about  purchase  of  lands. 

To  5th.  Has  examined  writing  B,  purporting  to  be  a  protest;  knows  such  a  protest  was  made  by  persons  whose 
names  are  to  it,  about  time  mentioued;  that  protestors  were  members  of  House  of  Representatives,  and  deponent  one 
of  them;  not  entered  (m  journals,  and  cannot  say  why;  it  was  published  in  Augusta,  by  authority  of  protestors; 
believes  exhibit  contains  the  substance,  and  deponent  did  sign  same. 

To  6tli  and  7th.  Cannot  say.  ■ 

To  8th.  J.  Meals  was  Treasurer  of  Georgia  on  21s£  December,  1789,  and  some  time  after;  that  he  was  called  on 
by  Legislature  subsequent  to  session  of  December,  1789,  to  know  if  any  tender  and  payment  was  made  by  South 
Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  and  Meals  answered  payments  had  been  tendered,  and  refused  by  him;  which  refusal  met 
Legislature's  approbation;  he  thinks  the  tender  was  made  in  certiticates. 

Xo  9th.  He,  deponent,  not  Secretary  of  Executive. 

To  10th.  Meriwether  Secretary  of  Executive  of  Georgia  at  the  time  mentioned;  knows  his  writing;  the  signa- 
ture of  exhibit  F  Meriwether's  writing. 

To  nth.  Saith  not. 

To  12lh.  Believes  the  bills  genuine. 

Richard  S.  East 
Proves  he  was  present  when  Gporge  Scott  made  the  affidavit  to  the  exhibit  annexed  under  the  seal  of  Georgia 
in  manner  as  therein  made,  and  saw  the  seal  of  city  council  affixed  thereto  by  the  clerk.  ' 

B. 

7b  </je  ^onoraWe  James  Madison,  Albert  Gallatin,  awZ  Levi  Lincoln,  commissioners  nominated  by  the  late 
act  of  Congress,  entitled  an  act  "  regulating-  tlie  grants  of  lands,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,-"  and  for  receiving  propositions  of  compromise  and  settlement, 
for  claims  arising  from  persons,  by  virtue  of  any  act,  or  pretended  act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  respecting  lands 
qfthe  United  States  south  (if  the  Tennessee. 

The  memorial  and  claim  of  Alexander  Moultrie,  William  Clay  Snipes,  Doctor  James  Moultrie,  and  the  represen- 
tatives of  General  L  Huger,  deceased,  in  behalf  of  themselves  only,  showeth: 

That,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  begun  on  the  6th  day  of  December,  1802,  an  application  was  made, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  late  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  respecting  the  Missis- 
sippi territory,  in  the  name  of  yourpresent  applicants,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  such  others,  generally,  as  might 
thereupon  come  forward,  with  like  just  grounds  of  application  for  redress  and  compensation,  supported  by  equal  or 
sufficient  documents  of  injuries  and  losses  actually  sustained,  individually,  from  a  certain  contract  or  purchase  of 
lands  by  a  company  called  the  South  Carolina  Company,  in  December,  1789,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  former 
members  of  said  company,  and  by  reason  of  the  non-compliance  of  Georgia  with  such  contract,  and  her  sale  thereof 
to  the  United  States. 

That,  in  the  said  application  (as  appears  by  a  copy  thereof,  annexed)  a  full  statement  and  representation  was 
made,  of  the  particulars  of  the  said  contract  so  entered  into  with  Georgia,  and  of  the  final  completion  thereof  (after 
a  part  execution  and  binding  efficacy  had  been  given  to  the  same)  by  the  purchasers  or  company  aforesaid,  in  order 
to  show  the  real  magnitude  of  rights  divested  by  the  said  cession  of  Georgia;  to  evince  the  reality  and  justness  of  the 
grounds  of  application  for  compensation  to  the  parties  actual  sufferers,  from  their  faith  in  the  State  of  Georgia;  to 
make  appear  fairly,  by  no  less  than  judicial  authority  and  proof,  the  extent,  and  losses,  and  injuries,  sustained  by 
such  applicants,  as  actual,  and  not  inerely  speculative  losses,  and  particularly  by  whom;  and  to  distinguish,  in  its 
true  character,  the  case  of  your  applicants,  from  that  of  any  fraudulent  or  speculative  application,  which  might  be 
made,  similar,  but  upon  pretended  grounds,  not  supported  by  equal  proof. 

That,  after  such  application  was  made  to  your  honorable  board,  the  same  was,  on  a  hearing  of  the  applicants  by 
counsel,  by  leave  of  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress,  submitted  on  the  23d  day  of  February 
last,  to  the  decision  of  that  honorable  body,  on  the  third  reading  of  a  bill  in  that  house,  entitled  '"  ^  bill  for  settling 
certain  claims  to  public  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Tennessee,"  in  order  that  the  said  applicants  might 
be  admitted  to  a  participation  of  the  benefits  of  the  said  bill,  if  deemed  so  entitled,  where,  after  such  hearing  was 
had,  the  said  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  passing  of  the  said  bill,  amended  the  same  by  recognizing,  fully, 
your  applicants  claim,  and  by  admitting  your  applicants  thereby,  by  a  very  great  majority  of  votes,  to  an  equal  par- 
ticipation of  the  provisions,  made  for  compensation,  by  the  said  bill,  with  the  other  applicants  who  were  originally 
inserted  in  the  said  bill,  as  meriting,  at  least,  the  same  measure  of  justice  as,  by  the  Journals  of  the  said  House  of 
Representatives  will  more  fully  appear;  and  that,  after  the  said  bill  had  so  passed  the  said  House  of  Representa- 
tives, it  being  then  too  near  the  period  at  which  the  session  of  that  representation  of  Congress  was  to  expire,  to  pass, 
with  the  necessary  readings,  in  the  Senate,  into  an  act  of  the  Legislature;  an  amendment  was  made  in  the  Senate 
to  another  act  then  passing,  (and  which  passed  there  into  an  act)  entitled  "  J/n  act  regulating  the  grants  of  lands, 
and  providing  for  the  disposed  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Tennessee,"  by  which  said  amendment 
the  eighth  clause  of  the  said  act  was  altered,  so  as  to  embrace  your  applicants'  claims,  and  to  provide  for  all  claims 
under  "  any  act  or  pretended  act  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia,"  in  manner  as  in  such  act  is  expressed,  as,  by  the  said 
act,  and  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  of  Congress,  will  more  fully  appear. 

That  the  magnitude  of  injury  suffered  by  your  applicants  will  appear  from  a  perusal  of  their  former  represen- 
tation, now  annexed  to  this,  and  their  account;  and  by  the  same,  as  well  as  the  acts  already  solemnly  done  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  in  Congress  assembled,  in  confirmation  of  their  right  and  of  their  claims, 
they  trust  the  justice  of  this  application  will  become  fixed  and  indisputable:  that  ihey  do  not  come  to  demand  any  of 
the  territory  contracted  for  with  Georgia,  and  since  purchased  by  the  United  States,  or  to  dispute  their  rights,  or 
to  repel  the  claims  of  other  claimants  who  may  have  suffered  in  like  manner,  and  may  be  equally  entitled  to  com- 
pensation; but  only  as  the  only  sufferers  in  pecuniary  interest,  sacrifice  of  estate,  health,  peace  of  mind,  and 
family  happiness,  in  addition  to  the  consideration  of  the  great  loss  of  a  portion  of  property  purchased  from  Georgia, 
fairly  and  conclusively,  in  point  of  title,  and  now  taken  from  them,  to  receive  a  liberal  compensation  from  the  pro- 
visions made  by  Congress  for  that  purpose,  adequate  to  the  damage  and  injury  they  have  suffered,  for  not  only  a 
privation  of  a  portion  of  a  just  right,  but  the  actual  injuries  and  losses  sustained  from  vast  and  unavoidable  expendi- 
tures of  money,  sacrifice  of  property  and  estate,  peace  of  mind,  length  of  time,  health  and  credit,  in  supporting 
the  contract  made  with  Georgia. 

That  they  solemnly  know  of  no  one  who  has  suffered  any  of  the  losses  herein  enumerated  but  themselves,  or  advanc- 
ed any  sum  of  any  magnitude  but  William  Gibbons,  who  has  advanced  £500,  now  in  the  treasury  of  Georgia:  that 
all  others  who  had  advanced  any  moneys  have,  by  express  provision,  made  before  such  advance,  had  the  same  re- 
stored, and  left  your  applicants  solely  burthened,  with  their  losses  proven.  That  Mr.  William  Gibbons  has  not 
authorized  any  of  your  applicants  to  apply,  for  him,  for  any  compensation,  though  notified  to  doit;  .and  that  your 
applicants  vyould  be  happy  to  promote  the  just  claims  of  any  others,  with  their  own,  herein  offered  for  compensation 
ot  losses,  did  they  know  of  any,  and  were  authorized  to  do  so  by  proper  documents,  as  well  as  sufficient  powers, 
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but,  being  ignorant  of  any,  (and  which  they  think  must  have  been  known  to  them,  if  any  such  were)  they,  therefore, 
on  their  own  behalf  only,  without  hostility  to  any  just  claim,  pray  such  compensation  as  may  be  given  them,  be 
given  to  be  divided  betvveen  them  nonjinaily,  in  ratio  of  their  respective  losses,  individually,  and  in  full  satisfaction 
thereof;  all  which  losses  are  fully  proven,  and  sufficiently  vouched  from  the  records  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  authenticated  copies  of  which  are  now  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  pursuant  to  law. 
Besiiles  its  being  notorious,  that,  from  the  losses  and  incumbrances  incurred  to  your  applicants  by  the  conduct  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  large  amounts  of  property,  belonging  to  each  of  them,  have  been  sacrificed  by  the  pressing  de- 
mands against  them  thereon,  and  sales  made  of  the  same;  in  consequence  of  which,  at  least  two-thirds  of  their  value 
have  been  sacrificed:  and  the  which  property,  did  your  applicants  but  now  possess,  without  having  been  forced  to 
such  sales,  might  extricate  them  from  their  difficulties,  ann  leave  tliera  still  independent. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  MOULTRIE. 

27//i  Becember,  1803. 
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VIRGINIA   YAZOO   COMPANY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   DECEMBER   28,    1803. 

To  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eeprcsentatives  of  the  United  States. 
The  memorial  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  humbly  showeth: 

That,  in  the  year  1788,  the  State  of  Georgia  offered  a  cession  of  part  of  its  Western  territory  to  the  United  States, 
obviously  to  discharge  the  debt  incurred  by  them  in  defence  of  that  country  against  the  Indians,  which  was,  by  the 
United  States  (as  was  presumed)  deemed  not  advantageous. 

In  July  of  1788,  the  Uriited  States  proposed  to  receive  a  cession  of  all  the  territorial  claim  of  Georgia  west  of  the 

Appalachicola,  &c.  containing,  as  is  believed,  about  forty  millions  of  acres,  at  the  price  of dollars,  a  small 

portion  only  considered  as  specie,  the  balance  certificates. 

These  transactions  were,  in  truth,  the  principal  inducement  which  led  the  Virginia  Company  to  make  propositions 
to  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  at  the  session  of  1789;  not  as  a  subject  of  speculation,  no  such  thing  was  ever  mtended 
or  attempted— but  sincerely  designing  a  settlement  in  that  country  with  sober  and  industrious  citizens,  whenever 
leave  to  effect  that  purpose  might  have  been  regularly  obtained  of  the  General  Government,  and  to  have  been  ac- 
companied by  civil  and  military  officers  appointed  according  to  law. 

The  company  deputed  two  of  their  members  to  wait  on  the  Legislature,  and  present  their  petition,  and  thereby 
proposing  for  the  tract  of  country  included  within  the  following  boundary:  "  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek, 
on  the  south  side  of  (he  Tennessee  river;  running  thence  up  the  said  creek,  to  the  head,  or  source,  thence  a  due  west 
course,  supposed  to  be  twenty  miles,  to  the  Tombigbee  or  Twenty  Mile  creek,  thence  down  the  same  to  latitude 
thirty-three;  thence  along  the  said  latitude,  a  due  west  course,  to  the  Mississippi;  thence  up  the  said  river,  to  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  this  State;  'hence  along  the  said  line,  in  due  east  course,  to  the  Tennessee  river;  thence  up 
the  said  river,  to  the  beginning.  "  To  give  sixty  thousand  dollars,  payable  in  the  currency  of  the  State,  or  any 
liquidated  debts  against  the  State."'    ,'       ' 

Among  other  proceedings  had  upon  the  petition,  the  Senate  ordered  a'committee  to  confer  with  the  memorialists 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill  and  petition.  The  House  of  Representatives  made  the  same  order,  and  that  the  committee 
consist  of  a  member  from  each  county.  In  the  various  conferences  there  did  not  appear  even  a  wish  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  committees  to  change  the  mode  of  payment  proposed. 

In  due  time,  the  bill  predicated  upon  the  petition  stated  passed  info  an  act,  which  granted  to  the  Virginia  Yazoo 
Company  pre-emption  of  the  land  stated  in  their  memorial,  and  designated  by  the  same  lines  of  boundary  for  the 
amount  of  ninety-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty -one  dollars;  and  if  payment  made  within  two  years  to 
the  Treasurer,  his  receipt  authorized  the  Governor  to  sign  and  deliver  a  grant  to  the  company. 

In  a  short  time  afterthe  passing  the  act,  two  small  payments  at  different  periods,  were  made  to  the  Treasurer,  in 
the  paper  currency  of  the  State,  in  part  payment  of  the  purchase. 

Within  the  two  years,  the  whole  amount  due  was  at  the  Treasury  Office  tendered  to  the  Treasurer,  and  receipt 
demanded  to  entitle  to  a  grant.  Tender  refused,  without  assigning  any  reason  therefor.  The  tender  was  in  the 
liquidated  papers  and  debts  of  the  State,  acknowledged  such,  and  to  be  genuine;  which  receipt  is  as  follows: 

Acknowledgment  of  the   Treasurer  of  Georgia,  of  the  lender  made  of  payment  by  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company. 
State  of  Georgia: 

I,  John  Meals,  Treasurer  of  the  said  State,  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  certify,  that  on  the  12tli  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  1791,  personally  appeared  before  me  at  the  Treasury  Office,  John  Watts,  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Yazoo  Company,  invested  with  full  powers  by  the  said  company,  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  State,  the 
balance  still  due  of  the  consideration  and  price  of  a  certain  tract  of  country,  contracted  for  and  purchased  by  the 
said  company,  from  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  agreeable  to  an  act  for  disposingof  certain  vacant  lands  or  territory 
within  this  State;  and  tlie  said  John  Watts  did  accordingly,  in  the  presence  of  George  Handly,  Benjamin  Porter, 
and  Anderson  Watkins,  produce,  count  out,  and  tender  to  me,  as  Treasurer  of  the  said  State,  in  behalf  of  the  said 
Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  certificates  and  oi-ders  on  the  treasury  for  claims  liquidated  and  signed  by  persons  legally 
authorized  to  issue  the  same  for  debts  due  and  owing  from  this  State,  amountmg  to  the  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  and  four  pence  sterling,  which  is  equal  to  the  amount  of  ninety- 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars,  and  forty  fifty-sixths  of  a  dollar,  which  sum,  together  with  the 
payments  heretofore  made,  and  received  into  the  treasury,  in  part  payments  of  the  lands  aforesaid,  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  ninety-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars,  the  price  stipulated  for  the  said  tract  of  country 
in  the  act  of  Assembly  before  mentioned.  And  the  said  John  Watts,  Esquire,  did  accordingly  demand  of  me,  in  the 
name,  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  company,  to  receive  the  certificates  and  orders  im  the  treasury  now  tendered,  and  to 
certify  the  receipt  of  the  same  as  Treasure  j  of  this  State,  to  entitle  the  said  company  to  a  grant  of  the  lands  aforesaid, 
in  consequence  of  their  stipulations  with  the  Legislature,  and  the  act  of  Assembly  before  cited;  whicii  sum  of  twenty- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  eleven  shillin|;s,  and  four  pence  sterling,  equal  to  the  amount  of 
ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and  forty  fifty-sixths  of  a  dollar,  in  the  aforesaid  liquid- 
ated debts,  now  tendered  to  me,  I  did  refuse  to  receive  and  certify,  as  a  payment  for  the  balance  due  by  the  said 
company  for  the  land  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand,  as  Treasurer  of  the  said  State,  at  my  office,  in  the  town  of  Augusta,  on  the  date  first  above 
mentioned. 

JOHN  MEALS,  Treasurer. 
Witness, 

George  Handley, 

B.  Porter, 

Anderson  Watkins. 
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[Annexed  to  the  precedirg'.] 
Georgia. 

By  his  excellency  Governor  Tel/air,  Gnvefnor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the   State  aforesaid.     To  all 
to  tvhom  these  presents  shall  come^  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  John  Meals,  Esquire,  is  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  that  Thomas  Watkins,  Esquire, 
is  Secretary  of  the  honorable  Senate  of  the  said  State.    Therefore,  all  clue  faith,  credit,  and  authority,  are,  and 
ought  to  be  had  and  given  to  the  annexed  documents  by  them  respectively  subscribed. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  State  to  be  affixed,  at  the 
State  House,  in  Augusta,  this  24th  day  of  December,  1791,  and  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

EDWD.  TELFAIR. 
By  his  Excellency's  command,  JOHN  MILTON,  Secretary. 

Proof  is  now  adduced  to  show,  that,  through  evei-y  stage  of  the  business,  and  particularly  at  the  time  the  bill 
passed  into  an  act,  and  after  it  became  a  law,  not  only  specie  was  not  contemplated  by  the  Legislature,  but  that  it 
was  their  professed  intent  by  that  law.  to  meet  the  mode  of  payment  proposecl  by  the  petition  of  the  Virginia  Com- 
pany; and  this  arises  from — 

1st.  The  petition  contemplated  and  proposed  such  mode  of  payment  only. 

2d.  The  conferences  of  committees  appointed  for  that  purpose  with  the  agents  of  the  company,  and  no  shadow 
of  alteration  from  the  mode  of  payment  proposed  by  the  petition  even  wished  by  any  of  the  gentlemen  forming  the 
committees. 

3d.  The  act  itself  recognizing  the  petition  or  memorial,  thereby  ingrafting  it  as  part- 

4th.  The  protest  of  the  minority,  afterthe  passage  of  the  bill,  grounded  upon  the  precise  mode  of  payment,  stated 
in  the  memorial  of  the  Virginia  Company.  This  protest  recognized  by  depositions  of  Seaborn  Jones,  and  of  Joseph 
Habersham,  two  of  that  minority,  and  by  the  deposition  of  the  printer. 

5th.  The  testimony  of  five  gentlemen  of  the  majority  of  that  Legislature,  to  wit: 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

Green  County. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  in  the  year  1789,  when,  and  at  which  session,  a  part  of  the  Western  territory  of  this  State  was  sold  to  a  com- 
pany of  persons  styled  and  called  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company.  As  well  as  I  recollect,  I  voted  in  favor  of  the  sale, 
and  did  myself  fully  understand  at  that  time  that  the  said  Virginia  Yaioo  Company,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract 
made,  had  of  right  the  privilege  to  pay  for  the  said  territory  so  purchased  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  the  State 
certificates  and  orders  on  the  treasury,  for  claims  liquidated  at  their  nominal  or  expressed  amount  or  value,  and  I 
believe  such  was  the  general  understanding  and  received  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  how  that  omission 
happened  in  the  law  I  do  not  know. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  17th  day  of  October,  1803. 

WM.  FITZPATRICK. 
Test,  F.  Johnson. 

STATE  OF  VIRGINIA. 
Flttvanna  County. 

This  day  came  Francis  Johnson  before  me,  one  of  the  commonwealth's  justices,  in  and  for  said  county,  and 
made  oath  that  Wm.  Fitzpatrick,  Esquire,  signed  and  subscribed  the  within  certificate  in  his  presence. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  28th  of  November,  1803. 

JEDEDIAH  JOHNSON. 

I  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the  year  1789,  at  the  ses- 
sion of  which  a  part  of  the  vacant  territory  of  said  State  was  sold  to  a  company  styled  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company, 
in  payment  for  which,  it  was  understood,  as  I  then  conceived,  and  still  think,  the  State  was  to  receive  its  audited 
certificates  and  other  liquidated  claims  of  the  same  nature;  under  which  impression  I  voted  in  favor  of  the  said  sale, 
believing  it  to  be  the  interest  of  the  State  to  redeem  its  papers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  doing  justice  to  the  individual 
holders  of  them,  as  early  as  possible. 

JOHN  SHELMAN. 

Louisville,  November  llth,  1803. 

(The  same  aflidavit  by  Mr.  Johnson.) 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

NoVEMBEU  I4//j,  1803. 

I  do  hereby  certify  and  declare  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  aforesaid,  in  the  year  1789, 
at  the  session  of  which  a  part  ot  the  vacant  territory  of  said  State  was  sold  to  a  company  styled  the  Virginia  Yazoo 
Company,  in  payment  for  which  it  was  understood  as  I  then  conceived,  and  still  think,  was  to  have  been  made 
either  in  the  then  paper  medium  in  circulation,  audited  certificates,  or  other  liquidated  demands  against  the  said 
State. 

Givea  under  my  hand,  the  day  and  year  as  above. 

J.  APPLING. 
(The  same  affidavit  by  Mr.  Johnson. ) 

GEORGIA. 
Columbia  County. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Neil  Cleveland,  Esquire,  and,  after  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Gospels  of 
God,  saith,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  the  aforesaid  State  in  the  year  1789  and  1790,  when  a  sale  of  the 
western  partot  the  said  State  was  made  to  the  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee  Companies,  and  that  this 
deponent  voted  in  the  affirmative  on  the  passage  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  the  aforesaid  land,  and  that  his  impres- 
sions, at  the  time  ot  the  sale,  was,  that  the  State  securities,  or  certificates,  were  to  be  received  in  payment  for  the 
said  lands.  NEIL  CLEVELAND. 

Sworn  to,  this  14th  November,  1803,  before  Peter  Crawford,  J.  P.  ex  officio. 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

Hancock  County,  to  wit: 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  in  the  year  1789,  at 
which  session  a  part  ot  the  Western  territory  of  this  State  was  sold  to  accompany  of  persons  styled  and  called  the 
Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  and  that  I  voted  in  favor  and  for  the  said  sale.  1  further  certify  that  specie  was  not, 
during  the  progress  of  the  transaction,  offered  by  the  Virginia,  asked  by  the  Legislature,  or  contemplated  by  either 
party.  That  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  offered  in  payment  for  the  said  territory  the  State  certificates  and 
orders  on  the  treasury  ot  the  State  for  claims  liquidated.  And  that  no  other  kind  of  payments  was,  by  the  Legisla- 
ture at  that  time  expected,  as  it  was  clearly  so  understood;  and  how  the  omission  happened  in  the  law  I  do  not 
know. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  name,  this  19th  October,  1803. 

JAMES  EVANS. 
23  p 
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STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 
Hancock  ConNXV,  ss. 

This  day.  Major  James  Evans,  of  the  county  aforesaid,  who  has  subscribed  the  above  certificate,  came  before 
me,  one  of  the  Commonwealth  justices  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  forego- 
ing certificate  in  due  form. 

In  witness  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  19th  of  October.  1803. 

B.  SHIVERS,  J.  P.  (l.  s.) 

GEORGIA. 

Hancock  County. 

By  Martin  Martin,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  said  county. 

I  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  may  come.  Greeting: 

Know  ye,  That  Barnaby  Sliivers,  Esquire,  whose  signature  is  affixed  to  the  foregoing  affidavit,  is  an  acting 
justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county. 

Therefore,  full  faith,  credit,  and  authority  are  justly  due  to  his  official  attestation  as  such. 

r     „  -|        In  testimony  wliereof,  I  have  liereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  county,  at  office,  this  19th 
^^-  *-J  October,  1803. 

MARTIN  MARTIN,  Clerk  Superior  Court. 

To  which  they  add, the  testimony  arising  from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred 
(in  consequence  of  refusal  of  tender  by  the  Treasurer,  the  payment  offered  by  the  Virginia  Company)  the  petition 
of  the  company,  and  therein  stating  their  original  petition,  mode  of  payment  therein  set  forth  and  proposed,  their 
compliance,  bona  fide,  with  every  thing  incumbent  on  them  to  perform,  to  render  the  contract,  on  their  part, 
executed  and  complete,  the  refusal  of  tender  by  the  Treasurer,  without  assigning  any  reason  therefor,  and  praying 
the  Legislature  to  give  directions  to  their  Treasurer  to  receive,  &c. ,  and  which  is  as  follows: 

"  In  Senate,  December  nth,  1791.  The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo 
Company,  report  that  they  have  duly  considered  the  same,  and  find  it  to  contain  a  true  statement  of  facts^"  there- 
fore recommend  the  following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  State  Treasurer  be  directed  to  receive,  in  payment  for  the  lands  sold  to  the  Virginia  Yazoo 
Company,  specie,  paper  medium,  or  any  liquidated  demands  against  this  State,  provided  the  payment  be  made  at 
or  before  the  21st  instant." 

Although,  on  the  question,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  yeas,  4,  nays.  5,  yet  the  testimony,  arising  from  the  report 
of  a  committee  in  every  respect  competent  to  such  investigation,  and  professedly  appointed  for  such  purpose,  is 
respectable,  and  must  have  weight. 

The  amount  of  this  solemn  and  concurrent  testimony  is  believed  competent  fully  to  evince  that  the  express  intent 
of  the  Legislature,  by  their  act  of  1789,  was  to  stipulate  the  same  mode  of  payment  as  the  Virginia  Company  had 
proposed,  and  thereby  meet  the  proposition  contained  in  their  memorial,  which  in  the  act  they  notice,  and  therein 
ingraft.  And  it  will  be  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  testimony,  in  general,  applies  to  the  act,  not  only  when  iu 
the  character  of  a  bill  susceptible  of  modification,  but  at  the  time  of  passing,  and  when  passed  into  a  solemn  legis- 
lative act. 

The  conclusion  (it  is  presumed)  must  necessarily  be  that  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  having  performed  every 
thing  incumbent  upon  them  to  render  the  contract  executed  and  complete,  they  were  entitled  to  their  grant  for  the 
specific  territory  purchased.  . 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  it  is  true,  have  not  sworn  to  their  signed  declaration,  and  the  company 
had  not  the  means,  by  process,  to  compel;  but,  surely,  what  they  have  declared  and  signed  may  be  fairly  presumed 
to  be  truth,  especially  when  corroborated  by  others  who  have  made  oath.  Their  signed  declarations  are  proved  to 
be  genuine  by  the  deposition  of  Francis  Johnson,  who  subscribed  as  a  witness,  and,  although  informal,  is  believed  to 
be  sufficiently  luminous  to  make  efficient  impression. 

STATE  OF  VIRGINIA.  - 

Fluvanna  County,  ss.  ^  -  . 

This  day  Francis  Johnson  came  before  me,  Jedediah  Johnson,  one  of  the  Commonwealth's  justices  in  and  for 
the  said  county,  and  made  oath,  that,  in  the  month  of  September  last,  he  was  employed  by  David  Ross,  Esquire,  on 
the  part  of  the  Yazoo  Company,  to  repair  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  there  to  make  application  to  such  of  the 
gentlemen  who  composed  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  the  year  1789,  as  voted  in  the  affirmative  of  the  contract 
made  with  the  said  company  during  that  session,  for  part  of  the  vacant  territory  belonging  to  the  said  State,  as  could, 
with  convenience  at  this  period,  be  met  with,  for  affidavits  and  certificates,  to  prove  the  nature  and  understanding  of 
the  contract  as  to  what  was  to  be  received  in  payment  by  the  State  for  the  territory  then  contracted  for.  That,  in 
the  progress  of  this  business,  he  applied,  severally,  to  Mr.  Middleton  Woods,  of  Elbert  county.  Colonel  Harman 
Reynolds,  of  Clarke  county,  and  Mr.  Archer  Gresham,  of  Green  county,  who  were  members  of  that  Legislature, 
and  voted  in  the  affirmative  of  that  sale,  as  they  told  him,  for  affidavits  or  certificates  comprising  their  belief  or 
understanding  of  what  kind  of  payments  the  real  contract  embraced,  whether  gold  or  silver,  paper  medium,  funded 
or  liquidated  claims,  or  what  That  they  severally  refused  to  give  any  affidavit  or  certificate  upon  the  subject;  that 
he  also  applied  to  Major  David  Gresham,  of  Green  county,  one  of  the  Senate  that  year,  and  who  also  voted  in  the 
affirmative  of  the  said  sale;  that  Major  Gresham  informed  him  his  recollection  was  clear  that  the  Virginia  Com- 
pany had,  agreeably  to  his  idea  and  understanding  of  the  contract  of  right,  the  privilege  to  pay  for  the  territory  so 
sold  and  purchased,  in  the  paper  medium  of  the  State,  certificates  and  orders  on  the  treasury  for  claims  liquidated 
against  the  State;  but,  being  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  the  year  1795,  when  the  lands  were  again  sold  by 
the  Legislature,  he  would  not  grant  an  affidavit  or  certificate,  unless  the  Virginia  Company  would  promise  not  to 
use  it  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchasers  of  1795;  and,  if  they  would  make  that  assurance,  he  would  make  an  affidavit 
coniprehending  his  belief  and  understanding  of  the  contract. 

That  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  of  the  said  contract,  from  the  best  information  he  received,  there  are 
dead,  Messrs.  Bissetand  Osborne,  of  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Little,  Love,  and  Weed,  and  by  some  informed  that  Mr. 
Watts  was  also  dead,  and  by  others  that  he  removed  to  the  Western  country — removed  and  absent  from  the  State, 
Messrs.  Few,  M'Intosh,  Fletcher,  and  Williamson,  and  to  Messrs.  Kerr,  Mackintosh,  and  O'Neal,  he  did  not  apply. 

This  deponent  further  states  that  he  was  instructed  to  apply  and  get  copies  and  extracts  from  the  minutes  or 
journals  of  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Georgia,  of  certain  resolves,  &c.  which  were  denied  him,  and 
for  further  and  more  full  information  upon  that  point,  he  refers  to  copies  of  his  memorandums  and  letters  of  the  23d 
October  last  and  9th  November,  hereto  subjoined,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  as 
also  their  answers  thereto  of  the  9th  instant,  also  annexed;  he  further  states  that,  after  those  communications  had 
passed,  the  said  Secretary  aiid  Clerk  jointly  made  application  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  Major  Charlton, 
a  member  of  that  House,  for  instructions  how  to  act,  (the  memorandum  and  communications  accompanying  the 
application)  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  this  information  he  received  from  the  said  Secretary  and  Clerk. 

FR.  JOHNSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  28th  November,  1803.  Given  under  ray  hand  as  a  justice  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  the  county  first  abovementioned. 

JEDEDIAH  JOHNSON. 
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To  such  depositions  as  there  are,  the  seal  of  the  State  authenticating  is  wanted.  This  is  admitted;  and  here 
again  there  were  no  means  to  compel  that  justice  to  be  done  the  Virginia  Company  which  was  their  due.  Applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State  to  authenticate  with  the  seal  of  the  State;  it  was  refused,  unless  the  Go- 
vernor would  specially  direct  it.  His  excellency  was  applied  to  and  refused  to  direct  or  permit  it  to  be  done,  as 
appears  from  the  deposition  of  George  Holraan,  which  is  as  follows: 

State  of  Georgia,  City  of  Augusta: 

Before  me,  John  Wilson,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  inferior  court  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  and  State  aforesaid, 
and  intendant  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  in  the  said  county  and  State,  personally  came  and  appeared  George  Holman, 
at  present  of  the  same  place,  and  being  duly  sworn,  made  oath  that,  on  Wednesday,  the  8tli  instant,  he  applied  in 
Louisville,  the  seat  of  Government,  to  Horatio  Marbury,  Esq.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  said  State  of  Georgia, 
and  requested  the  said  Secretary  to  procure  the  Governor's  testimonial  and  seal  of  the  State,  to  authenticate  more 
fully  that  William  Robertson,  Esq.  is  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  that  Hines  Holt,  Esq.  is  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  also,  that  John  Wilson.  Esq.  is  one  of  the  justices  of  the  inferior  court 
of  the  county  of  Richmond,  in  the  said  State;  the  names  of  which  William  Robertson  and  Hines  Holt,  are  to  cer- 
tain extracts  from  the  journals  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  State,  for  the  year  1789  and  1791,  hereunto  an- 
nexed, and  the  name  of  the  said  John  Wilson  to  a  certain  affidavit  made  before  him  by  one  Seaborn  Jones,  Esq.  of 
the  city  aforesaid,  also  hereunto  annexed;  but  was  answered  and  told  by  the  said  Secretary  of  State  that  it  could 
not  be  done  unless  his  excellency  the  Governor  would  pass  an  Executive  order  for  that  purpose.  That,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  (his  excellency  Governor  Milledge  being  at  his  seat  near  Augusta)  he,  this  deponent,  on  the  10th 
instant,  waited  in  person  on  his  excellency  Governor  Milledge,  and,  after  explaining  to  him  the  nature  of  the  appli- 
cation made  on  Wednesday  last  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  reference  to  the  Governor,  his  excellency  refused 
to  order  or  permit  the  said  testimonial  to  be  given.  And  this  deponent  doth  further  say,  that  he  was  two  weeks  or 
upwards  in  Louisville  aforesaid,  during  the  late  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  and  is  personally 
acquainted  with  William  Robinson  and  Hines  Holt,  before  mentioned,  and  doth  know  that  they  severally  acted,  the 
former  as  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the  latter  as  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  doth  verily  believe 
that  they  have  been  duly  and  regularly  appointed  as  such.  And  he  doth  further  say  that  he  was  present  when  the 
extracts  hereunto  annexed  were  taken  from  the  journals,  which  he  particularly  examined,  and  verily  believes  they 
were  correctly  extracted. 

GEORGE  HOLMAN. 
Sworn  to  before  me,  December  13, 1802. 

JOHN  WILSON,  /.  P. 

Other  testimony  was  expected  to  appear  from  the  journals  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Georgia;  application  was  regularly  made  to  the  proper  officers  at  their  respective  offices,  and  copies  of  such  extracts 
as  were  required  were  refused  by  them  to  be  given  or  made,  not  feeling  themselves  at  liberty  to  certify  any  thing 
(as  they  were  pleased  to  say)  relative  to  Yazoo,  as  by  their  joint  letter  to,  and  deposition  of,  Francis  Johnson  will 
appear;  which  letters  are  as  follows: 

Louisville,  November  9th,  1803. 
Sir: 

The  extracts  required  by  my  communication  of  the  23d  ultimo,  it  is  indispensably  requisite  that  they  should 
be  [furnished]  at  this  time.  They  are  conceived  by  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  to  be  all  important,  and  I  trust  you 
have  had  sufficient  time  and  opportunity  to  make  them  out.  I  have  been  detained  already  much  longer  than  I  could 
have  expected,  and  much  to  the  injury  of  my  business.  I  trust,  therefore,  any  longer  delay  will  not  be  contem- 
plated or  permitted.  The  copies  before  pointed  out  were,  I  believe,  first,  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  year  1790,  declaratory  of  their  understanding  of  the  contract  made  with  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  in  the 
year  1739,  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  for  a  part  of  their  vacant  or  Western  territory,  as  it  respects  the  mode  or 
subjects  of  the  payments  to  be  made  by  the  said  company  for  the  said  territory. 

Secondly.  A  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  repaying  to  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  the  money  by 
them  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State  in  the  year  1790,  in  part  performance  of  their  contract  for  the  said  territory; 
this  resolution,  if  such  there  be,  probably  passed  in  the  year  1794  or  1795. 

Thirdly.  Whether  any  other,  save  the  first  petition,  was  presented  by  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Companjr  to  the  .Ses- 
sion or  Assembly  of  1789,  concerning  or  in  any  wise  touching  the  subject  of  the  Western  or  vacant  territory  of  this 
State;  upon  this  point  I  wished  a  cei'tificate. 

Hoping  and  entreating  you  not  longer  to  detain  me,  I  remain,  with  the  highest  esteem,  &c. 

F.JOHNSON. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

An  exact  copy  of  the  above  last  mentioned  letter  was  made  by  Mr.  Johnson,  and  directed  "  To  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives." 

Their  joint  answer  is  as  follows: 

Louisville,  9th  November,  1803. 
Sir: 

Your  communication  of  the  23d  ult.  and  letter  of  this  day,  we  have  before  us,  and  notice  the  contents- 
After  obtaining  advice  on  the  subject,  we,  from  the  diversity  of  opinion,  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  certify  any  thing 
relative  to  Yazoo!!! 

As  the  State  of  Georgia  has  disposed  of  the  territory  in  question  to  the  Union,  it  is  thought  advisable  in  her  offi- 
cers to  embarrass  the  General  Government  as  little  as  possible  on  that  subject. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  will  withhold  nothing  that  will  tetid  to  the  furtherance  of  any 
object  the  United  States  may  have  in  view. 

The  Legislature  is  now  in  session,  and  should  you  be  dissatisfied  with  our  proceedings,  we  advise  you  to  apply 
to  them;  and,  in  every  instance,  we  shall  feel  ourselves  bound  by  their  decision. 
We  are,  with  respect  and  consideration,  &c. 

WILL.  ROBERTSON,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
HINES  HOLT,  Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 
Frank  Johnson,  Esq. 

It  was  stated  by  the  commissioners  in  their  report  to  Congress  last  session,  that  the  Virginia  Company  withdrew 
the  money  from  the  treasury,  which  they  had  paiti  in  part  of  the  purchase  made. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  honorable  gentlemen  had  what  they  presumed  ground  for  such  statement,  but,  in  truth, 
the  fact  is  not  so.    Facts  stated  will  illustrate  and  evince. 

After  the  tender  and  refusal,  as  stated,  the  Virginia  Company  hoping,  from  time  to  time,  the  honorable  the  Le- 

fislature  of  Georgia  would  do  them  that  justice  they  felt  themselves  entitled  to,  at  their  session  of  1795,  deputed 
ohn  B.  Scott  to  make  application  to  that  Legislature  for  a  fulfilment  of  the  contract  stated,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
make  some  sacrifices  to  the  State  in  order  to  obtain  the  grant  in  an  amicable  manner,  without  delay  or  disputes;  he 
was  instructed  so  to  do,  but  he  had  no  authority  to  do  any  act  which  ought  to  impair,  or  in  any  manner  aflt?ct  the 
original  contract;  he  found  the  Legislature  not  in  a  temper  to  accept  his  propositions  of  accommodation  for  the 
former  sale,  as  they  were  deeply  engaged  in  selling  the  same  lands,  with  additional  tracts,  to  a  set  of  new  purcha- 
sers. The  object  of  Mr.  Scott's  mission  being  thus  unattainable,  he  had  no  furtlier  powers  to  act  for  the  company; 
and  it  is  here  to  be  observed  that,  upon  his  return  from  Georgia,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  company,  he  informed 
them  that  he  had  inconsiderately  accepted  of  the  money  which  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  in  part  of  the  price 
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of  the  land,  which  he  was  willing  to  pay  to  them;  this  information  was  received  with  astonishment,  and  immedi- 
ately there  was  a  unanimous  protest  against  this  transaction,  which  is  as  follows: 

"  That  he  (John  B.  Scott)  having  inadvertently  accepted  of  the  said  money  from  the  Treasurer,  and  was  ready 
to  deliver  it  unto  them;  but  they  unanimously  refused  to  accept  of  it,  and  in  the  most  express  terms  deny  that  they 
either  gave  any  orders  for  withdrawing  the  money,  or  had  any  such  intention.  And  they  not  only  disavow  the  right 
of  receiving  the  said  money,  but  they  declare  it  is,  and  ever  has  been,  their  uniform  intention  to  pay  up  the  balance 
whenever  the  Government  of  Georgia  shall  perform  their  part  of  the  contract,  and  permit  a  grant  to  issue  agreeably 
to  the  original  purchase."  ,        ,     ,       , 

The  Virginia  Company  determined,  as  far  as  they  could,  to  understand  the  transaction  (though  they  know  it 
could  not  attect  their  title)  deputed  a  messenger  to  obtain  copies  of  such  documents  as  they  supposed  would  be  illus- 
trative of  it,  that  is  to  say,  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  (if  such  there  was)  directing  the  Treasurer  to 
re-pay,  and  which  (if  such  there  be)  was,  by  the  proper  officers,  refused  to  be  given. 

From  the  Treasurer  was  required  a  copy  of  the  receipt  (if  such  there  was)  given  by  John  B.  Scott,  for  money 
said  to  be  received  by  him,  as  agent  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  perhaps  in  1795,  and  paid  into  the  treasury  by 
the  said  company,  in  the  year  1790,  in  part  payment  of  their  purchase,  and  any  order  of  authority  by  which  the  said 
John  B.  Scott  withdrew  that  money,  if  any  such  authority  is  filed.  To  which  the  Treasurer  returned  the  following 
answer: 

Trea-sury  Office,  Georgia,  JjOuisville,  November  9,  1803. 
Sir: 

I  have  searched  this  office,  and  iiave  not  been  able  to  find  either  of  or  any  such  papers  mentioned  in  the 
above  letter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

EDWIN  MOUNGER. 
Mr.  Francis  Johnson. 

It  is  understood  to  be  insinuated  that  the  Virginia  Company  are  indirectly  concerned  in  the  purchases  said  to 
be  made  from  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  1795,  and,  perhaps,  accompanied  with  a  wish  that  belief  should  be  at- 
tached thereto.  The  Virginia  Company  professing  thgmselves,  at  all  times,  to  have  been  governed  by  the  strictest 
principles  of  honor  and  probity,  to  wipe  off,  as  far  as  depends  upon  themselves,  individually,  the  insinuation  as  dis- 
honorable as  it  is  unjust,  have  made  their  solemn  appeal  to  the  Searcher  of  Hearts,  that  they  never  were,  nor  are,  ei- 
ther as  a  company,  nor  individually,  nor  in  any  other  way  or  manner,  originally  or  as  assignees,  directly  or  indirectly, 
concerned  in  the  purchases  said  to  be  made  in  1795.  It  is  true,  that  it  appears  that  John  B.  Scott,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  has  taken  part  in  those  purchases,  and,  until  the  late  report  of  the  commissioners 
upon  the  business  and  transactions  of  the  session  of  the  Georgia  Legislature,  in  1795,  in  that  work  the  Virginia 
Yazoo  Company  were  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  lelation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  companies  then  formed;  but  what- 
ever impropriety  or  blame  may  appear  to  arise  from  that  transaction,  it  cannot,  with  truth  or  justice,  apply  to  the 
Virginia  Company  as  such,  nor  to  individuals  of  that  company,  other  than  himself:  except  the  present  glance,  (the 
Virginia  Company  having  done  so  from  necessity)  they  do  not  wish  further  to  interfere  in  the  transactions  of  1795, 
of  the  purchases  then  made,  unless  rendered  necessary  and  urged  thereto,  in  defence  of  their  just  right;  but  if  so, 
they  presume  they  are  able  to  adduce" such  authority  as  to  evince  that  those  presumed  purchasers,  and  all  having 
notice,  claiming  under  them  (and  this  will  be  shown  to  be  more  extensive  than  at  present  probably  presumed)  in 
point  of  right  and  justice,  (notwithstanding  their  holding  the  evidence  of  legal  grants)  cannot  have  more  than  equal 
pretension  with  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company.  r    i     xr-    •  •    /^ 

The  only  suggestion  that  has  been,  at  any  time,  hinted  against  the  absolute  right  of  the  Virginia  Company  to 
their  giant  for  the  seven  millions  of  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  that  has  appearance  of  difficulty,  even  in  a  court  of 
law.  is  this— that  the  act  itself  not  specially  stipulating  that  liquidated  papers  of  the  State  might.be  paid,  the  act  is 
not  susceptible  of  explanation  any  other  way  than  from  itself. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that,  on  this  precise  point,  the  law  is  otherwise,  which  governs  the  exposition  of  statutes 
by  which  any  contract  is  formed. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature,  under  which  the  Virginia  Company  claim,  has  all  the  validity  and  force  of  a  contract, 
and  admits  of  similar  construction.  .       . 

In  defining  the  meaning  of  those  clauses  which  relate  to  payment,  latitude  of  construction  is  admissible:  they 
are  ambiguous,  not  special.  The  memorial  proposes  a  specific  mode  of  payment:  the  act  cannot  be  properly  con- 
strued as  an  alteration  thereof.  The  words  of  the  law  are,  the  amount  of  ninety-three  thousand  dollars;  but  neither 
specie,  paper  money,  nor  certificates,  are  mentioned.  How  is  the  intention  to  be  ascertained?  It  is  necessary  to  recur 
to  the  proposition  on  which  the  act  is  founded.  To  it  the  preamble  refers,  and  it  must  be  considered  as  constituting, 
in  fact,  a  part  of  the  act,  and  as  ingrafted  therein.  In  any  uncertainty  of  construction,  whether  from  ambiguity,  from 
a  deficiency  or  profuseness  of  expression,  by  the  act,  reference  must  be  had  to  the  memorial  ior  the  due  ascertain- 
ment of  the  meaning.  This  mode  of  reasoning  is  presumed  to  be  correct,  and  it  is  deemed  equally  so  to  state  that 
the  testimony  of  the  members  of  a  Legislature  is  admissible  evidence  in  a  court  of  equity,  to  explain  any  ambiguity 
in  their  legislative  acts;  and  to  explain  the  intent  where  a  contract  is  thereby  formed,  (when  a  municipal  regulation 
it  is  admitted  to  be  otherwise,  because  here  a  rule  prescribed  is  given  for  action)  because  the  Legislature  acts  in  its 
moral  character,  and  is  taken  as  a  moral  person. 

A  few  adjudications  (from  amongst  a  variety)  are  extracted  from  Viner's  abridgment. 

Every  thing  which  is  within  the  intent  of  the  makers  of  the  act,  though  not  within  the  letter,  is  as  strongly  within 
the  act  as  that  which  is  within  the  letter,  and  the  intent  also. 

The  words  of  statutes  are  not  to  be  considered  only,  but  rather  the  intent  of  the  matter  is  to  be  weighed,  for 
many  times  things  which  are  within  the  words  of  statutes  are  not  within  the  purview  of  them,  which  extends  no  fur- 
ther than  the  intent  of  the  makers,  which  is  the  principal  thing  to  be  considered. 

The  intent  of  the  act  is  always  to  be  regarded,  and  to  such  purpose  only  the  words  ought  to  be  construed. 
The  hitent  ought  to  be  found  partly  from  the  words,  and  partly  from  the  mischief  they  intend  to  remedy. 
Constructions  are  to  be  made  of  the  whole  act,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  makers,  and  so  sometimes  are  to 
be  expounded  against  the  letter,  to  preserve  the  intent. 

The  intent  of  the  makers  may  be  collected  from  the  cause  or  necessity  of  making  the  act,  or  by  the  words  in  other 
parts  of  the  act,  or  hy  foreign  circumstances.  ,        .   . 

In  acts  that  are  to  be  construed  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  makers  of  them,  the  original  intent 
and  meaning  is  to  be  observed.  .  .        ^  ,    .  ,    . 

To  these  may  be  added  the  reading  and  decision  of  Puflfendorf  and  Vattel,  on  the  exposition  ol  legislative  acts 
forming  a  contract  with  individual  members  of  the  society;  and  distinguishing  such  from  laws  prescribing  a  rule  of 
civil  conduct.  u  •       i 

The  sovereign  authority  of  a  State  may  be  contemplated  in  two  distinct  capacities;  the  one,  being  the  exercise  of 
this  authority,  in  prescribing  municipal  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  citizens;  the  other,  in  the  capacity  of  an 
agent  for  the  State,  in  matters  of  contract  and  negotiation.  The  former  comprehends  all  those  acts  ot  the  Legislature 
which  operate  over  the  whole  community,  and  apply  themselves  universally  to  the  transactions  ot  the  people.  These 
are  rules  of  civil  conduct  prescribed  for  the  regulation  of  society;  and,  as  applied  to  the  conduct  of  men,  dictate  the 
rules  of  right  and  wrong.  Acts  of  this  description  are  properly  laws;  and  as  the  circumstances  ot  mankind  in  a  state 
of  society  are  liable  to  mutations,  a  change  of  these  municipal  precepts  is  thereby  rendered  necessary;  from  whence 
originates  the  authority  of  the  Legislature  to  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  them,  and  substitute  others  in  their  place,  as 
appearances  may  direct,  or  policy  dictate.  This  power  is  a  necessary  concomitant  of  the  legislative  authority;  and. 
having  its  origin  in  justice,  is  a  foundation  principle  in  the  social  compact,  and  devolves,  therefore,  on  succeeding 
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Legislatures  by  delegation;  but  this  principle,  so  well  founded,  and  so  necessary  to  be  exercised  in  the  ca-se  of  laws, 
if  applied  to  other  acts  of  the  Government,  would  become  the  instrument  of  injustice  and  the  agent  of  despotism. 
•'  Hence,"  says  Puffendorf,  "  we  must  take  care  to  distinguish  the  other  acts  of  -.overeigns  from  their  laws,  lest 
any  should  imagine  that  all  their  ju*/  donations,  alienations,  and  compacts,  may  be  refracted  by  themselves  or  their 
successors.  For  upon  these  acts  a  right  is  obtained  by  other  men,  which  ought  not  to  be  taken  from  them  asainst 
their  consent."  As,  in  all  forms  of  government,  there  must  be  a  moral  agency  attached  to  the  sovereign  power, 
which  shall  hold  the  tenure  of  the  public  property,  and  represent  the  nation  in  matters  of  contract  and  negotiation; 
it  follows,  that  this  agency,  in  respect  to  its  contents,  must  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  of  right  and  wrong,  and  under 
the  control  of  the  same  principles  of  justice,  which  govern  the  transactions  of  private  individuals. 

The  body  politic,  or  public  agency  of  a  state,  then,  with  respect  to  its  contracts,  stands  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
person  with  whom  the  contract  is  made,  and  subject  to  the  same  obligations  that  individuals  are  in  similar  circum- 
stances; and  as  the  contract  of  an  individual  will  bind  his  heirs,  and  all  others  claiming  under  him.  so  the  contract  of 
a  corporation  binds  its  members  in  eternal  succession,  to  which  the  moral  agency  of  a  .State  bears  a  just  and  defina- 
ble analogy. 

The  moral  agency  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  from  the  powers  and  qualities  adherent  thereto,  might  have  made  to 
the  Virginia  Company  a  sale  of  any  portion  of  her  unappropriated  territory,  without  any  exercise  whatever  of  the 
legislative  authonty  for  that  purpose,  if  the  existing  laws,  at  that  time,  had  provided  for  such  a  measure.  But,  as 
such  provisions  had  not  been  made,  it  became  necessary  to  enact  a  law,  directing  the  State  agency  in  the  case  con- 
templated- In  tliis  case,  therefore,  die  sovereign  legislative  power  and  the  incidental  power  of  selling  were  exercised 
in  co-operation;  and  before  the  moral  agency  of  the  State  could  effect  the  contract,  an  act  of  legislation  was  neces- 
sary to  prescribe  the  rules  by  which  the  transaction  should  be  governed.  Accordingly,  an  act  was  passed.  After  the 
passage  of  this  act,  which  operated  as  an  express  declaration  of  what  the  State  agency  willed  to  be  done,  as  well  as 
a  legislative  direction,  as  to  the  manner  of  executing  that  will,  the  Governor,  under  the  direction  of  this  law.  and  in 
observance  to  that  will,  was,  certain  stipulations  being  complied  with  by  the  company,  to  carry  the  latter  into  effect, 
in  compliance  with  and  according  to  the  provisions  ot  the  former. 

In  this  transaction  may  be  discerned  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign  will  in  two  distinct  capacities:  the  first,  as  a 
Legislature  prescribing  rules;  the  second,  as  a  moral  person  disposing  of  a  part  of  its  property,  according  to  these 
rules.  After  the  passing  of  this  law,  it  became  legal  to  sell  \n  this  method.  It  was  an  act  of  the  body  politic,  author- 
ized and  sanctioned  by  law.  And.  as  this  contract  was  nut  dissolved  by  any  failure  of  the  company,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  actual  conditions  contemplated,  but  carried,  so  far  as  the  same  was  practicable,  under  the  subsequent 
irregularities  of  the  opposite  contracting  party,  virtually  into  effect,  it  ought  to  be  viewed,  (to  the  extent,  at  least, 
dependent  on  the  act  of  the  company)  as  equitably  standing  on  similar  grounds,  not  with  contracts  imperfect  or  exe- 
cutory, but  of  contracts  already  in  a  state  of  execution.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  affected  by  any  thing  ex  post 
facto,  nor  its  obligation  impaired  by  any  subsequent  legislative  act  or  disposition. 

In  the  formation  of  the  contract  under  consideration,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  acted  not  by  any 
intermediate  commission,  but  directly  in  its  capacity  as  a  moral  agent.  The  formalities  customary  in  engagements 
between  man  and  man  must,  of  course,  be  dispensed  with.  These,  from  the  mode  adopted  by  the  soverei'Ti  will 
for  employing  this  agency,  and  the  nature  of  the  agent  itself,  could  not,  in  the  usual  mode  of  acting,  appertatn.  It 
becomes,  of  course,  necessary,  and  is  admissible,  to  give  to  the  whole  transaction  some  liberality  of  construction  to 
fill  up  what  may  justly  be  considered  tacit,  without  violating  the  evident  meaning  contemplated:  to  add  what.' by 
undoubted  testimony,  may  be  evinced  was  in  actual  intendment  by  the  parties.  In  support  of  this  general  principle, 
authorities  may  be  adduced,  tendin|  to  establish  that  the  contract,  as  undei-stood,  at  the  period  of  formation,  is  that 
which  at  all  subsequent  periods  ought  to  be  acknowledged. 

(Vattel,  lib.  2,  section  268.)  "  The  interpretation  of  every  treaty  and  eveiy  act  ought  to  be  made  according  to 
certain  rules  proper  to  detei-mine  the  sense  of  them,  such  as  the  parties  concerned  must  naturally  have  understood 
when  the  act  was  prepared  and  accepted.  The  question,  in  the  interpretation  of  a  treaty  or  any  act  whatsoever,  is  to 
know  what  the  contracting  pjwers  have  agreed  upon,  in  order  to  determine  precisely,  on  any  particular  occasion, 
what  has  been  promised  and  accepted;  that  is  to  say:  not  only  what  one  of  the  parties  has  had  the  intention  to  pro- 
mise, but  also  what  the  other  has  reasonably  and  sincerely  thought  to  be  promised,  what  has  been  sufficiently  de- 
clared to  him,  and  upon  which  he  must  have  regulated  his  acceptance." 

"  If  the  sense  in  any  place  of  a  discourse,"  says  Puffendorf,  "  be  expressed  clearly  and  plainly,  the  doubtful  or 
obscure  phrases  are  to  be  interpreted  by  those  plain  and  familiar  ones." 

•'The  interpretation  ought  to  be  made  in  such  a  manner,  that  all  the  parts  appear  consonant  to  each  other:  that 
■what  follows,  agrees  with  what  went  before."    (Vatt.  1.  2,  sec.  285.) 

And  here,  not  irrelevantly,  may  be  superadded,  (as  might  many  othere  of  the  preceding  character,  in  illustra- 
tion,) the  following  maxim  of  Vattel:  "  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  contracting  or  interested  powers  or  par- 
ties has  a  right  to  interpret  the  act  at  his  pleasure.      For,  if  you  are  at  liberty  to  give  my  promise  whatever  sense  ' 
you  please,  you  will  have  the  power  of  obliging  me  to  do  whatever  you  have  a  mind,  contrary  to  my  intention  and 
beyond  my  real  engagement;  and  reciprocally,  &.c."    (Lib.  2,  sec.  265.) 
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sonably  be  assumed  as  a  fundamental  basis,  shall,  in  defiance  of  any  casual  modification  of  term,  deficiency  of  "ex- 
pression, or  ambiguity,  by  equitable  construction,  be  adopted  as  the  tenor  of  engagement  by  the  parties. 

Adjudications  in  courts  of  equity  for  specific  performance  of  contract  have  their  general  principles  so  firmly  es- 
tablished, that  it  is  deemed  superfluous  to  be  quoting  authorities.  They  are  numerous  and  decisive;  that  acon- 
tract  deliberately  entered  into,  and  bfina  fide  complied  with  on  one  side,  shall  be  specifically  enforced;  and  that  a 
claim  in  equity  arising  upon  an  antecedent  purchase  is  preserved  against  a  subsequent  purchaser  with  notice  and  it 
is  presumed  would  defeat  such  subsequent  purchase  also,  if  united  with  posterior  legal  title  in  a  third  person.' 

It  is  presumed,  that,  in  whatever  point  of  view  the  claim  of  the  Virginia  Company  is  placed,  the  result  will  be 
Ae  same,  tliat  they  did  bona  fide  fulfil  their  contract,  and  entitled  themselves  to  the  benefit  of  it;  and  they  can  sn<'- 
gest  no  reason  why  a  specific  performance  on  the  part  of  the  State  was  not  complied  with,  after  two  payments  m 
paper  currency  of  the  then  circulation  had  been  received  by  the  Treasurer,  and  receipted  for,  and  the  balance  due 
tendered,  unlessa  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  tJiat  State,  passed  the  11th  of  June,  1790,  directing  their  Treasurer 
to  receive  only  gold  and  silver  and  paper  medium,  after  a  certain  time  in  August  following,  in  payment,  mi<»ht  haye 
had  influence  thereupon.  "  ^ 

It  does  not  appear,  as  your  memorialists  have  understood,  that  any  provision  has  been  made  by  the  honorable  the 
Ijegislature  of  Georgia,  for  the  redemption  of  the  certificates  tendered  as  stated.  Your  memorialists  had  an  oppor- 
tnnity  of  subscribitig  a  great  many  of  those  papers,  which  have  not  only  been  at  but  above  par.  but  kept  them 
together,  expecting,  from  time  to  time,  to  pay  them,  whenever  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  might  think  proper  to  direct 
their  grant  to  issue,  until  such  opportunity  for  subscription  was  lost,"'and,  at  this  day,  many  of  those  certificates  re- 
main in  tlie  hands  of  individual  members  of  the  company. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  the  Virginia  Company  directed  suit  to  be  instituted  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  paid  fees  to  counsel;  but,  the  same  was  suffered  to  be  discontinued,  after  the  passing  of  the  act 
of  Georgia  in  1796,  rescinding  diat  of  1795,  and  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  as  to  the  suability  of  States 

The  resolution  before  your  honorable  House  contemplates  that  the  late  commissioners  should  proceed  finally  to 
adjust  the  various  claims.  Your  memorialists  feel  themselves  in  an  inexpressibly  embarrassed  situation.  With  the 
deepest  veneration  and  respect  for  those  most  honorable  characters,  your  memorialists  must  s'^te  the  awkward  sit- 
natwD  iu  which  they  must  be  placed,  in  exhibiting  their  claim  before  those  who  have  already  reported  a  deci-ion  as 
well  onon  the  claims  derived  under  the  act  of  176'J,  as  those  of  1795.  That,  the  former  have  no  equity,  that  the  title 
of  the  latter  cannot  be  supported;  but,  that  they  recommend  a  resolution  in  favor  of  the  latter,  embracing  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  reservation,  and  entirely  excluding  the  former  from  any  reasonable  particifiation  with  them? 
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It  is  liuiiibly  submitted  whetiier  commissioners  would  proceed  (unless  specially  authorized)  but  upon  evi- 
dence competent  in  a  court  oflaw  or  equity,  and  whether,  from  tlie  natuie  of  the  equitable  dispensation  to  be  made 
amongst  the  claim.mts  by  this  honorable  House,  inferior  testimony,  carrying  with  it  rational  conviction  to  the  mind 
will  not  be  deemed  competent.  .„        ..  , , 

Your  memorialists  state  that,  besides  their  loss  of  the  speajic  subject,  which,  they  humbly  presume,  they  have 
shown  themselves  well  entitled  to,  their  expense,  sacrifice  made  of  property,  immense  fatigue,  and  personal  hazard, 
in  exploring  the  country,  loss  by  certificates,  and  expense  in  making  arrangements  for  extinguishing  Indian  claims, 
have  eone  far  in  impairing  the  private  fortune  of  individual  members. 

Your  memorialists  pray  this  honorable  House  will  consider  the  subject  matter  of  their  memorial,  and  recognize 
their  right  to  such  reasonable  participation  with  other  claimants,  either  in  the  ratio  that  the  quantity  of  land  which 
your  memorialists  .may  have  shown  themselves  entitled  to  bears  to  the  whole  quantity  claimed,  or  such  other  mode 
of  relief,  and  in  such  proportion  with  others,  as  the  justice  and  equity  of  their  case  may  entitle  them  to.  And  your 
iriemorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  pray,  &c. 

WM.  COWAN, 

Agent  on  behalf  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company. 


8th  Congress.]  No.  87.  Dst  Session. 

SOUTH   CAROLINA   AND   VIRGINIA   YAZOO   COMPANIES. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   JANUARY   7,    1804. 

Mr-  Nicholson,  from'the'committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorials  of  Alexander  Moultrie,  of  South  Carolina, 
in  behalfof  himself  and  others,  styling  themselves  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  and  of  William  Cowan, 
agent  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  made  the  following  report: 

It  appears,  from  the  memorials,  and  from  the  documents  submitted  with  them,  that,  on  the  21st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1789,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  passed  an  act  to  dispose  of  certain  vacant  lands  lying  within 
that  State,  by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  the  tract  of  country  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Tombigbee  rivers, 
and  extending  from  the  parallel  of  latitude,  which  crosses  the  Mississippi  at  the  mouth  of  Cole's  creek  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  tlie  State,  together  with  a  third  tract,  lying  on  the  Tennessee  river,  should,  for  two  years  from  and  after 
passing  the  act,  be  reserved  as  a  pre-emption  for  three  companies,  styled  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  the 
Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  and  the  Tennessee  Company;  and  that  the  Governor  should  issue  grants  for  the  said 
tracts,  according  to  certain  boundaries  defined  in  the  act,  to  these  companies,  respectively,  if  they  should,  within  the 
two  years,  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  State,  the  following  sums,  viz:  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  the 
amount  of  sixty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars;  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  the  amount  of 
ninety-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty -one  dollars;  and  the  Tennessee  Company,  the  amount  of  forty-six 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

It  further  appears  from  the  documents  exhibited,  that  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  on  the  13th  August, 
1790,  paid  into  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  in  bills  of  credit,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  eighteen  shil- 
lings; and,  on  the  11th  of  September,  1790,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  in  paper  medium;  making,  in  the  whole, 
one  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  in  part  of  the  purchase  money;  and  that,  on  the  Ifith 
of  December,  1791,  the  said  company  made  a  tender  of  the  balance  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State.  This  tender  was 
made,  as  it  is  alleged,  partly  in  specie,  partly  in  South  Carolina  paper  medium,  and  partly  in  Georgia  certificates; 
but  was  rejected  by  the  Treasurer,  either  upon  a  presumption  that  the  law  itself  did  not  authorize  the  payment  to  be 
made  in  this  description  of  paper,  or  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  same  Legislature,  passed  in  June,  1790,  di- 
recting the  Treasurer  to  receive,  after  a  certain  day,  in  the  month  of  August  following,  payment  for  these  lands 
only  in  gold  or  silver,  or  the  paper  medium  of  the  State. 

The  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  in  a  short  time  after  the  passing  of  the  act,  (but  when  not  stated')  paid  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars,  in  the  paper  currency  of  the  Stated  as  part  of  the  purchase  money;  and, 
on  the  12th  of  December,  1791,  made  a  tender  of  the  balance  to  the  Treasurer,  in  State  certificates  and  orders  on 
the  treasury,  for  liquidated  claims.  This  tender  was  also  refused,  as  it  is  presumed,  for  the  same  reason  which 
governed  in  the  other  case,  as  above  stated. 

In  consequence  of  the  neglect  or  refusal,  on  the  part  of  these  companies,  to  pay,  within  the  stipulated  period  of 
two  years,  in  such  description  of  money  as  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  conceived  himself  authorized  to  receive,  no 
grant  issued,  and  the  State  ceded  the  same  tract  of  country  to  the  United  States,  by  the  articles  of  compact  and 
cession,  bearing  date  the day  of ,1803. 

The  money  deposited  by  the  Virginia  Company  was  withdrawn  by  John  B.  Scott,  who  was  their  agent,  but  who, 
the  memorialist  alleges,  was  not  authorized  to  receive  the  same.  That  deposited  by  the  South  Carolina  Company 
is  said  still  to  remain  in  the  treasury  of  Georgia. 

Both  companies  now  contend,  that  they  have  a  claim  against  the  United  States  for  compensation  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  them  in  consequence  of  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  to  carry  what  is  called  their  contract  into  ef- 
fect; and  urge,  that  if  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  had  not  been  changed  in  relation  to  the  suability  of  States, 
they  could  have  compelled  the  State  of  Georgia  to  a  specific  execution  of  their  contract.  The  act  of  1789  is  called 
a  contract,  because  the  memorialists  say  their  petition  to  the  Legislature  upon  which  the  law  is  founded,  is  referred 
to  in  the  preamble  of  the  act,  and  thereby  becomes  a  part  of  it;  and  they  state  that,  in  this  petition,  it  was  proposed 
to  make  tne  payments  in  that  description  of  paper  which  was  afterwards  tendered.  The  committee  have  not  seen 
the  petition,  but  they  conceive  that  the  idea  of  the  petition  being  engrafted  into,  and  thereby  becoming  a  part  of,  the 
act,  is  too  novel  in  its  nature  to  require  any  comment  from  them  to  prove  its  inadmissibility.  They  do  not  consider 
the  transaction  in  the  light  of  a  contract,  as  the  companies  were  not  bound  by  it  to  a  compliance,  and  might  have  re- 
fused, at  any  time,  to  make  a  payment,  without  subjecting  themselves  to  any  penalty  whatever.  They  view  the  act 
as  a  conditional  grant,  not  of  tne  land  itself,  but  of  the  pre-emption  right;  and  the  title  of  the  companies  was  to  be 
perfected  upon  their  complying  with  the  condition  contained  in  it.  Tliis  condition  was  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money,  and  if  it  had  been  fulfilled  on  their  part,  would  have  given  them  a  claim  upon  the  honor  and  justice  of  the 
State,  for  a  perfect  and  complete  title.  To  show  their  compliance  with  the  condition,  they  offer  the  evidence  of  their 
own  petition,  referred  to  in  the  preamble  of  the  law,  the  depositions  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  protest  of  the  minority  who  voted  against  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  prove  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature that  payment  might  be  made  in  tliat  description  of  paper  which  was  tendered. 

The  preamble  of  a  statute  is  sometimes  referred  to,  but  always  with  caution,  to  assist  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
enacting  clauses;  but  the  preamble  of  the  act  in  question  can  throw  no  light  on  the  present  subject,  as  it  contains  iio 
expression  relative  to  the  species  of  money  or  paper  which  was  to  be  received  in  payment.  The  testimony  of  indi- 
viduals who  were  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  protest  of  the  minority,  should  be  resorted  to  with  still  greater 
caution,  as  they  are  mere  matters  of  opinion,  and  the  same,  or  a  greater  number  of  other  individuals,  who  were  mem- 
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bers  of  the  same  borJy,  might  have  entertained  opinions  of  a  directly  contrary  nature.  Indeed,  the  resolution  of 
June,  1790,  passed  by  the  same  Legislature  who  framed  the  act  of  1789,  directing  the  Treasurer  to  receive  in  pay- 
ment, from  these  companies,  only  gold  and  silver,  and  the  paper  medium  of  the  State,  is  a  stronger  evidence  of  its 
spirit  and  intention,  than  any  which  has  been  offered,  and  this  is  in  complete  hostility  to  the  pretensions  of  the  pre- 
sent claimants.  It  is  believed  to  be  a  sound  doctrine,  that  laws  should,  if  possible,  be  interpreted,  without  calling 
in  the  aid  of  any  foreign  materials;  and  that  the  meaning  of  the  Legislature  should  be  collected  from  the  langunge 
which  they  themselves  have  used  to  express  it.  If  there  should  be  an  obscurity  in  one  clause,  all  the  others  of  the 
same  act  ought  to  be  carefully  examined,  and  compared  with  that  in  which  the  obscurity  exists.  U'.  in  this  manner, 
the  meaning  of  the  Legislature  can  be  found,  and  that  can  be  rendered  clear  which  was  obscure  before,  it  is  the 
safest  method  of  interpretation,  and  is  always  preferred. 

The  memorialists  appear  to  rely  with  much  confidence  upon  one  expression  contained  in  the  first  section  of  tin-, 
act  of  1789,  and  this  is  the  only  one  which  favors  their  construction.  'J'hey  allege  that,  as  the  law  declares  they  shiiil 
be  entitled  to  a  grant  upon  paying  into  the  treasury  the  amount  of  sixty-six  thousand  and  ninety-three  thousand  dol- 
lars, respectively,  they  were  at  liberty  to  pay,  in  any  paper  at  that  time  current  in  Georgia,  (except  what  was  called 
Rattlesnake  money)  whether  bills  of  credit,  certificates,  or  liquidated  claims  upon  the  treasury.  The  expression 
(the  amount  of  sixty-six  thousand  dollars,  &c.)  is  certainly  not  a  very  common  one,  as  here  applied,  the  word  sum 
being  more  generally  used  in  this  sense;  but  it  is  by  no  means  an  incorrect  expression.  If  the  companies  were  au- 
thorized to  give  it  the  construction  which  they  contend  for.  it  might,  with  equal  plausibility,  be  extended  to  wheat, 
flour,  corn,  tobacco,  or  almost  any  other  article  which  is  a  subject  of  traflic  between  individuals,  or,  indeed,  to  the 
old  continental  currency,  and  to  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  This  certainly  cannot 
be  permitted,  as,  in  such  case,  the  lands  might  have  been  paid  for  in  paper  not  worth  more  than  one  dollar  in  the 
hundred.  If,  however,  the  use  of  the  word  amount,  instead  of  the  word  sum,  in  the  first  section,  creates  any  doubt 
as  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  this  doubt  will  be  removed  by  referring  to  the  fourth  section  of  the  same  act, 
which  is  in  these  words,  viz:  "  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  shall,  on  application  of  any  agent  of  either  of  the 
said  companies,  within  the  said  term  of  two  years,  receive  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  they  are  hereby,  respec- 
tively, directed  to  advance;  a  certificate  or  certificates  of  which  payments,  under  the  hand  of  the  Treasurer,  shill  be  a 
sufficient  voucher  for  the  Governor  to  issue  the  grants  to  the  i-espective  companies  aforesaid."  [n  this  clause  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature  is  clearly  and  accurately  expressed,  as  they  speak  of  the  sinns  of  money  ivliich  the  com- 
panies were,  by  the  act,  directed  to  advance,  thereby  referring  to  the  sixty-six  thousand  and  ninety-three  thousand 
dollars,  which  were  to  be  paid  for  the  land,  and  rendering  it  clear,  beyond  a  doubt,  that??io«ej/  alone  vyas  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

The  committee  have  been  thus  minute  in  investigating  this  case,  because  the  memorialists  appear  to  entertain  an 
opinion  that,  if  the  State  of  Georgia  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith,  the  United  States  were  bound,  in  equity,  to 
make  good  the  damages,  they  being  second  purchasers,  with  notice.  Without  undertaking  to  decide  this  question, 
or  to  say  whetlier  it  would  be  proper  to  place  these  companies  on  the  same  footing  with  those  who  claim  under  the 
act  of  1795,  the  committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  and  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo 
Company,  have  no  claim  whatever  upon  the  United  States. 

Note.     See  furtljer  Report,  No.  101. 


8th   CoxGRESs.]  No.  88.  [1st  Session. 


LAND    CLAIMS   IN    TENNESSEE. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  10,    1804. 

Mr.  Dickson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  certain  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  petition  of  Meniucan 
Hunt,  and  others,  claimants  of  lands  in  Tennessee,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  Indian  boundaries,  as  established  by  existing  treaties,  include  all  the  lands  within  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, except  the  two  following  parcels,  to  wit:  one  at  the  east  end  of  the  State,  bordering  on  the  lines  of  the  States  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  supposed  to  contain  about  five  millions  of  acres,  and  designated  as  East  Tennessee:  and 
one  other  parcel  near  the  west  end  of  the  State,  adjoining  the  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  supposed  to 
contain  about  two  and  a  half  millions  of  acres,  and  known  as  West  Tennessee;  which  two  tracts  of  country  are 
separated  by  a  wilderness,  claimed  by  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  of  about  seventy-five  miles  in  length,  through 
which  all  communications  from  East  to  West  Tennessee  must  pass. 

The  committee  further  report:  That  in  the  cession  of  this  district  of  territory,  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to 
the  United  States,  it  is  made  a  condition  "  That  all  entries  made  by,  or  grants  made  to,  all  and  every  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  agreeable  to  law,  and  within  the  limits  hereby  intended  to  be  ceded  to  the  United  States,  shall 
nave  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  such  cession  had  not  been  made;  and  that  all  and  every  right  of  occupancy  and 
pre-emption,  and  every  other  right  reserved  by  any  act  or  acts  to  persons  settled  on  and  occupying  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  lands  hereby  intended  to  be  ceded,  shall  continue  to  be  in  full  force,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  ces- 
sion had  not  been  made,  and  as  conditions  on  which  said  lands  are  ceded  to  the  United  States." 

That  it  appears  that  the  boundaries  which  have  been  guarantied  to  certain  Indian  tribes,  by  a  treaty  concluded 
at  Holston,  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  by  the  United  States,  do  include 
some  of  the  lands  reserved  by  said  act  of  cession,  to  which  titles  had  been  made  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to 
many  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line  of  that  State,  for  services  performed  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  also  to  many  citizens,  for  a  legal  consideration  paid  into  the  treasury,  or  land  office  of  said  State,  in  specie,  or 
other  certificates  which  had  been  issued  for  services  or  supplies  furnished  during  said  war. 

The  committee,  having  examined  and  considered  the  above  facts,  are  of  opinion  that  a  purchase  of  this  tract  of 
country  from  the  Indians  would  give  complete  redress,  and  that  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  extinguish,  by  treaty,  the  Indian  title  to  said  lands;  they,  therefore,  recommend 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of dollars  ought  to  be  appropriated,  by  law,  to  defray  the  expense  of  such  treaty 

or  treaties  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  deem  it  expedient  to  hold  with  any  nation  or  nations  of  Indians 
south  of  the  river  Ohio. 
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8(h  Congress.]  No.    89.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIMS   ON   THE    LANDS   CEDED   BY    NORTH   CAROLINA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO  THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   JAKUARY   16,    1804. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Speakers  and  members  of  both  Houses  qf  the  General  Assembtv  of  North  Carolina,  the  peti' 
Hon  of  Thomas  Dillon,  for  himself,  and  on  behalf  of  others,  humbly  shoivelhi 

That,  several  years  ago,  your  petitioner  invested  a  considerable  part  of  his  property  in  lands  within  the  char-  ■■ 
tered  limits  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  that,  when  your  petitioner  became  seized  of  those  lands,  he  was  igno-  ^| 
rant,  in  many  cases,  of  any  obstacle  or  impediment  towards  possessing  and  occupying  the  same.  Deceived  in  his 
hope's  on  this  head,  he  made  it  his  business  to  examine  into  the  justice  and  legality  of  his  respective  titles,  and,  to  the 
conviction  of  his  mind,  found  they  were  bottomed  on  an  authority  strictly  legitimate,  and  constituting  that  essential 
combination  of  circumstances  that  ever  distinguish  the  proceedings  of  a  State  faithful  to  its  trust,  and  actuated  by 
principles  of  justice  and  sound  policy.  Your  petitioner,  therefore,  does  not  presume  to  insult  the  understanding  of 
the  members  of  your  honorable  House,  by  a  recapitulation  of  the  respective  laws,  giving  existence  to  the  several  de- 
scription of  titles  which  emanated  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  Suffice  it  to  observe,  that  there  are  two  of 
them  that  imperiously  claim  and  demand  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  even  at  the  present  period.  First,  the 
lands  allotted  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  North  Carolina  line  engaged  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Second, 
those  lands  that  were  disposed  of  by  an  act  of  1783,  "for  the  redemption  of  specie  and  other  certificates,  and  dis- 
charging the  arrears  due  to  the  army."  Thus,  twenty  years  have  elapsed  since  many  individuals  have  invested  their 
property  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Government.  Warrants  of  survey  issued  at  that  period;  some  are  surveyedj 
some  not,  almost  ail  are  insecure.  •  ■      ,  ■  ^i  ^    .<  <..,   .- 

The  preamble  of  the  cession  act  of  1789  states  it,  as  one  ot  the  causes  giving  birth  to  the  measure,  "that  it  would 
be  the  means  of  establishing  harmony  and  obtaining  a  more  ample  protection  than  they  had  heretofwe  received." 
But  a  cursory  view  of  subsequent  proceedings  show  the  fallacy  of  those  ill-i'ounded  hopes.  One  of  tlie  stipulations 
in  said  cession  was  "that  the  laws  in  use  and  force  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  should  be  in  full  force  and  vir- 
tue within  the  ceded  territory,  until  the  same  should  be  repealed  or  altered  by  the  legislative  authority  of  said 
territory."  It  was  legal,  at  that  time,  to  survey  land  and  occupy  it,  and  no  act  of  the  territory,  while  it  remained 
as  such,  or  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  since  its  organization,  has  forbid  or  prohibited  any  such  measures.  Yet  the 
General  Government  have  done  it  by  that  imperious  act  that  imposes  both  fine  and  imprisonment  on  any  person  that 
should  cut,  mark,  chop,  or  survey,  within  those  bounds  of  circumvallation,  that  deprived  individuals  of  what  they 
were  justly  entitled  to.  Thus,  instead  of  receiving  a  more  ample  protection,  we  are  constrained  to  say  that  those 
rights  have  been  abandoned  to  the  fanciful  chimera  of  civilizing  the  Indians.  It  is  observable  that  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  with  the  most  perfect  ideas  of  justice  and  humanity,  did  allot  a  sufficient  portion  of  land  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  Cherokees  for  their  hunting  ground,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  several  other  legislative  appropria- 
tions of  land  were  subject  to  be  acted  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  State.  Accordingly,  certain  bounds  were  laid  off  for  | 
the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  cession  act  provides  "  that,  if  the  bounds  laid  off  for  that 
purpose  shall  not  contain  a  sutticient  quantity  of  land  fit  for  cultivation,  &c.  then  such  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  per- 
mitted  to  take  it  in  any  other  part  of  said  territory  intended  to  be  ceded."  Notwithstanding  many  of  these  claims 
were  laid  out  of  those  bounds,  and  now  wholly  within  the  Indian  boundary,  yet  what  remains  is  altogether  insuffi- 
cient; for  there  are  upwards  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  military  warrants  still  to  be  acted  on,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  one-twentieth  part  of  that  number  can  be  laid  on  lands,  such  as  were  contemplated  by  the  cession  act, 
exclusive  of  lands  within  the  Indian  lines.  It  is  here  alleged  that,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  military  reserva- 
tion, there  are  upwards  of  four  hundred  square  miles,  equal  to  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  six  hundred 
acres;  and,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  said  reservation,  not  less  than  three  hundred  and  ten  square  miles,  contain- 
ing one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  four  hundred  acres,  every  foot  of  which  is  within  the  present  Indian 
boundary.  It  is,  then,  a  question  that  may  come  home  to  every  feeling  mind,  whether  the  hardy  veteran,  who  has 
spent  the  prime  of  life  and  shed  many  a  vital  drop  in  defence  of  his  country  and  its  independence,  shall  this  meri- 
torious class  of  citizens  be  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their  well-earned  services?  Hopeless  as  is  the  situation  of  many 
of  them,  they  still  look  up  with  confidence  to  that  legislative  authority  from  which  their  claims  are  honorably  de- 
rived. Yet,  obvious  as  these  facts  are,  and  well-founded  as  to  the  claims,  other  great  evils  must  necessarily  arise, 
unless  a  speedy  Congressional  decision  takes  place,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  occupy  the  land,  or  to  make  the  necessary- 
remuneration  to  the  respective  claimants.  Many  of  the  original  holders  of  those  claims  have  sold  them,  and  almost 
as  many  were  ignorant  of  any  obstacle  towards  the  settlement  of  them;  suits  have  been  multiplied  on  this  score,  and 
adjudications  taken  place,  that  the  party  could  give  no  better  title  than  what  arose  under  a  patent  from  the  State. 
Nor  is  this  all.  Of  the  locators  and  surveyors  of  those  lands,  many  of  them  are  deceased,  the  remainder  dropping 
off  daily,  so  that  it  will  be  impossible,  in  a  short  time,  to  identify  one  tract  out  of  a  hundred;  and  thus  shall  we  be 
left  without  a  guicle  or  compass  to  steer  by  in  that  great  ocean  of  confusion  which  now  presents  itself  to  every  think- 

"^Of  no  less  importance  are  the  claims  for  land  issuing  from  the  office,  commonly  called  John  Armstrong's  office, 
before  alluded  to,  than  those  of  the  military  ones.  Upwards  of  two  thousand  warrants  issued  from  that  office;  about 
one  thousand  two  hundred  of  them  have  been  acted  on;  three-fourths  of  which  are  laid  within  what  is  now  called 
the  Indian  boundary.  About  eight  hundred  more  still  remain  to  be  acted  on,  which  will  cover  upwards  of  a  million 
acres  of  land,  the  whole  of  which  are,  consequently,  laid  within  said  Indian  lines. 

The  epoch  of  a  general  peace  with  the  Indians  induced  an  expectation  in  your  petitioners  that  the  General  Go- 
vernment would  attend  to  those  grievances;  and,  although  there  has  been  an  appearance  of  seeing  the  Indian  claims 
extinguislied,  yet  have  they  been  conducted  in  a  manner  so  as  to  blast  our  fairest  hopes.  We  allege  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners,  for  the  attainment  of  [this  desirable  object,  has  been  fatal,  inasmuch  as  they  have  been  Indian 
agents,  or  officers  of  the  army,  that  were  generally  appointed.  Consonant  to  this  idea,  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
sfate  that  Henderson's  purchase  from  the  Indians  at  Wataga,  in  1774,  was  made  to  cover  all  the  waters  ot  Cumber- 
land river;  the  purchase  made  by  other  individuals,  at  the  Long  Island  on  Holstein,  (under  the  sanction  of  the  State 
of  Georgia)  included  all  the  lands  south  of  the  North  Carolina  line,  and  north  of  the  Tennessee,  comprehending, 
perhaps,  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long,  and  sixty  miles  broad.  Both  those  purchases  are  within  the 
present  Indian  boundary:  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  of  the  last  mentioned  one,  and  so  much  of  Henderson's  as  is  wa- 
tered by  Cumberland  river.  But,  by  treaties  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  both  those  justly  acquired 
rights  have  been  abandoned,  to  wit:  by  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  held  by  Pickens,  Hawkins,  &c.  wherein  they  gua- 
rantied to  the  Cherokees  the  land  lying  west  of  Cumberland  mountain,  which  comprehends  a  considerable  portion 
of  what  is  now  called  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and,  until  that  period,  the  Cherokees  never  claimed  a  foot  of  soil  west 
of  said  mountain.  It  was  in  v:iin  one  of  the  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  protested 
against  the  measure.    The  superior  authority  of  Federal  representatives  prevailed. 

The  subsequent  treaty  held  at  Holstein,  under  the  aforesaid  authority,  proved  not  less  disastrous,  for  the  claims 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  North  Carolina  line  were,  in  some  measure,  abandoned.  But,  bad  as  this  treaty  was, 
it  was  executed  still  worse:  for  Pickens  and  Hawkins,  who  were  two  of  the  commissioners  in  running  said  line,  gave 
a  construction  to  the  treaty  that  neither  reason  nor  sound  policy  could  justify.  The  treaty  says  (running  westwardly) 
"  to  run  to  a  point  forty  miles  above  Nashville."  It  is  here  confidently  asserted  that,  in  place  of  running  forty  miles 
above  Nashville,  said  line  was  not  run  more  than  twenty-one  miles,  before  they  departed  from  the  ridge  on  the  north- 
east course.  In  like  manner,  one  of  the  commissioners,  residing  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  did  object  to  the  construction 
of  the  treaty  by  the  two  other  commissioners;  but  the  opinion  of  the  majority  prevailed,  and  to  the  prejudice  and  great 
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injury  of  the  whites,  in  a  tract  of  land  not  less  than  fourteen  miles  wide,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  long,  including 
two  thousand  one  hundred  square  miles. 

Your  petitioners  forbear  further  to  dilate  on  the  subject  of  those  claims,  but  appeal  to  the  justice  and  magnani- 
mity of  your  honorable  body,  to  the  end  that  you  pursue  such  constitutional  measures  as  are  most  likely  to  obtain 
that  redress  that  the  nature  and  importance  of  their  case  demands,  and  your  petitioners  will  pray,  &c. 

THOMAS  DILLON. 
A  copy. 

J.  HUNT,  Cl'k.  H.  C.  North  Carolina. 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  December  15,  1803. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Thomas  Dillon,  for  himself  and  others,  was  referred,  report: 

That  your  committee  have  had  the  petition  under  consideration,  and  fully  investigated  the  facts  (herein  stated. 
It  appears  that  Thomas  Dillon,  as  well  as  divers  other  citizens  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  made  entries  for  lands 
in  the  office  lately  kept  by  John  Armstrong,  and  faithfully  paid  the  consideration,  either  in  actual  cash  or  specie  cer- 
tificates, conformably  to  the  existing  laws  at  that  time.  That  the  faith  of  the  State,  by  the  said  acts,  was  pledged 
that  these  entries  should  enure  to  the  rightful  owners  or  enterers,  and  that  they  were  permitted  to  survey  the  lands 
so  entered,  and  to  perfect  their  claims  by  grant. 

Your  committee,  in  the  investigation  of  this  claim,  adverted  to  the  cession  act  of  this  State  to  the  United  States, 
of  the  lands  lying  west  of  a  certain  line  or  boundary  as  therein  described,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  United  States 
unequivocally  stipulate  to  and  with  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  guaranty  the  claims  of  its  citizens  to  lands  lyin°- 
within  the  said  ceded  territory;  that,  notwithstanding  this  solemn  compact,  the  United  States,  by  treaties  subse" 
quently  held  with  the  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  have  absolutely  forbid  any  person  from  surveying  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  lands  secured  to  the  Indians  aforesaid,  thereby  directly  infringing  the  principles  of  the  said 
cession  act,  and  depriving  the  petitioners  of  their  just  rights. 

Your  committee,  relying  on  the  good  faith  of  the  United  States,  and  believing  that,  whenever  the  more  pressing 
exigencies  of  Government  will  permit,  they  will  comply  strictly  with  the  conditions  of  the  cession  act  aforesaid,  and 
believing  also  that  the  petitioners  ought  to  obtain  redress  through  the  interference  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina, recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  directed,  and  the  Representa- 
tives requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  i-edress  for  the  petitioner,  and  all  others  in  his  situation,  agree- 
ably to  the  stipulations  and  conditions  of  the  cession  act  aforesaid,  either  by  extinguishing  the  Indian  titles  to  the 
lands  in  question,  or  permitting  the  enterers  to  subscribe  to  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of 
the  consideration  money  aforesaid,  the  interest  accruing  thereon,  and  the  actual  expenditures  in  procuring  surveys, 
to  be  made  on  the  lands  so  entered. 

Resolved,  further,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  to  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives of  this  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  copies  of  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Dillon,  the  re- 
port of  your  committee  on  the  subject,  and  the  foregoing  resolution,  which  is  submitted. 

JOHN  MOORE,  Chairman. 
Read,  and  resolved  that  the  House  do  concur  thereof. 

S.  CABARRUS,  5pV.  H.  C. 
In  Senate,  December  16,  1803. 

Read,  and  resolved  that  this  House  do  concur  therewith. 

JOSEPH  REDDICK,  Speaker  of  Senate. 
A  copy, 

J.  HUNT,  CPk.  H.  C. 


8th  Congress.]  ]>Jo.   90.  [1st  Session-. 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  DONATIONS  TO  ACTUAL  SETTLERS  IN  THE  MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   JANUARY   23,    1804. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  memorials  of  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  ter- 
ritory, made  the  following  report: 

The  petitioners  state  that  a  great  increase  of  population  would  be  derived  to  the  Mississippi  territory,  if  Congress 
would  consent  to  make  a  donation  of  lands  to  actual  settlers,  and  pray  that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

As  a  bounty  of  this  kind  has  uniformly  been  refused  by  the  United  States,  in  the  disposal  of  their  public  lands, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  several  petitions  ought  not  to  be  grranted. 
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8th  Congress.]  No.  91.  [1st  Session. 

ALTERATIONS  OF  THE  LAWS  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  23,  1804. 

Mr.  Nicholson  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  several  laws  providing  for  the  sale  of  tiie 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  to  whom  were  likewise  referred  several  petitions  from  sundry  persons 
residing  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  upon  the  same  subject,  report,  and  recommend  to  the  House  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions  « 

1.  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the day  of next,  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  lying  north 

of  the  river  Ohio,  shall  be  sold  on  payment  of  one -twentieth  part  of  the  purchase  money,  at  the  time  of  making  the 
purchase,  and  the  remainder  within  sixty  days  thereafter;  the  first  payment  to  be  forfeited,  and  the  sale  to  be  void, 
unless  the  second  payment  is  made  within  the  time  above  limited. 

2.  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  said day  of next,  those  townships  which  have  heretofore  been 

sold  in  half  sections  may  be  purchased  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser,  either  in  half  or  quarter  sections;  in  which  last 
case,  the  half  sections  shall  be  divided  on  the  application,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  purchaser,  into  two  equal  parts, 
by  a  line  running  due  east  and  west. 

3.  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  said  — —  day  of next,  those  townships  which  have  heretofore  been  sold 

in  entire  sections,  may  be  purchased  either  in  entire  or  in  half  sections,  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser;  in  which  last  case, 
the  sections  shall  be  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  on  the  application,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  purchaser,  by  a  line 
running  due  north  and  south. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  sections  heretofore  reserved  in  the  Steubenville  district,  and  in  the  tract  lying  between  the 

two  Miamies,  south  of  the  twelfth  range  of  townships,  shall  from  and  after  the  said day  of next,  be  offered 

for  sale  on  the  same  terms,  and  in  the  same  quantities,  as  the  other  lands  within  the  same  townships,  respectively. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  public  lands  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river,  including 
the  reserved  sections  mentioned  in  the  preceding  resolution,  shall  be  offered  for  sale  in  half  sections  and  in  quarter 

sections,  before  the  said day  of next,  at  the  respective  land  offices,  to  the  highest  bidder;  provided,  that 

no  half  section  shall  be  sold  for  less  than per  acre,  and  no  quarter  section  for  less  than per  acre,  to  be  paid 

■  within  forty  days  after  the  day  of  sale. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  said  lands  may,  after  the  said day  of next,  be  purchased  at  the  respective  land 

offices  at  the  rate  of per  acre,  for  each  entire  or  half  section,  and  at  the  rate  of per  acre,  for  each  quarter 

section. 

7.  Resolved,  That  no  interest  shall  be  charged  to  persons  who  have  purchased,  or  who,  before  the  said day 

of next,  shall  purchase  any  of  the  said  lands,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  and  shall  not 

have'alienated  the  same;  provided,  that  they  shall  have  discharged,  and  shall  hereafter  discharge,  the  instalments  due 
on  the  said  lands,  on  or  before  the  days  on  which  the  same  have  or  may  become  due;  but  the  interest  shall  be  de- 
mandable,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  from  the  date  of  the  purchase,  on  each  instalment,  which 
shall  not  have  been  paid  on  the  day  oil  which  the  same  became  or  shall  become  due. 

8.  Resolved,  That  certificates  receivable  in  payment  for  lands,  shall  be  granted  to  persons  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  last  preceding  resolution,  and  who  shall  have  completed  their  payments  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  for  a 
sum  equivalent  to  the  interest  which  has  been  charged  them,  and  from  the  payment  of  which  it  is  intended  they 
should  be  exonerated. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  authorities  vested  in,  and  the  duties  enjoined  on,  (he  Surveyor  General,  shall  extend  to  all 
the  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  east  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi. 

10.  Resolved,  That  whenever  any  of  the  publiclands  shall  have  been  surveyed,  in  conformity  with  the  existing  laws, 
they  shall  be  divided  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  into  convenient  districts;  and  a  Deputy  Surveyor  shall,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  said  Secretary,  be  appointed  for  each  district  by  the  Surveyor  General,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  run  and  mark  such  lines  as  may  be  necessary  for  dividing  and  closing  the  surveys  of  the  lands  sold  by  the  United 
States;  for  which  services  they  shall  receive dollars  for  every  mile  thus  surveyed  and  marked  from  the  purcha- 
ser of  such  lands. 

11.  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the day  of next,  each  of  the  Registers  and  Receivers  of  the  land 

offices  heretofore  established  by  law,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  commission  heretofore  allowed,  receive  one-half  per 
cent,  on  all  the  moneys  paid  for  public  lands,  and  an  annual  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  the  Register  and  Receiver 
of  the  land  office  at  Marietta  excepted,  the  annual  salary  of  each  of  whom  shall  be  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

12.  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the day  of next,  the  fees  payable  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  10th  of 

May,  1800,  for  surveying  expenses,  patents,  entry  of  lands,  and  certificates  granted  by  the  Register,  shall  no  longer 
be  demandable  from,  and  paid  by  the  purchasers. 

13.  Resolved,  That  the  two  tracts  of  land  lately  purchased  from  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  and  between  the 
rivers  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  shall  be  surveyed  and  offered  for  sale,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same  terms,  as 
the  public  lands  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kentucky,  and  in  conformity  with  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions. 


December  1,  1803. 
Sir: 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  several  laws  providing  for  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  discovering  that  a  variety  of  objects,  embraced  by  the  several  petitions  re- 
ferred to  them,  are  connected  with,  and  may  materially  effect  the  revenue,  they  have  directed  me  to  submit  to  you 
the  following  propositions,  and  to  request  such  information  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  may  require. 
Will  the  sales  of  the  lands  be  retarded  or  accelerated;  and  how  will  the  revenue  be  affected? 
1st.  By  selling  the  lands  in  smaller  tracts. 

2dly.  By  charging  no  interest  on  the  amount  of  sales  until  after  the  purchaser  has  made  default  in  payment. 
3dly.  By  selling  for  cash,  instead  of  giving  the  credit  now  authorized  by  law. 
4thly.  By  reducing  the  price  of  the  lands. 

5thly.  By  making  grants  of  smajl  tracts  to  actual  settlers  and  improvers. 

As  trom  the  nature  of  your  official  duties,  your  attention  has  necessarily  been  frequently  drawn  to  the  several 
laws  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  the  committee  will  thank  you  to  point  out  any  defects  which  may 
have  occurred  in  carrying  them  into  effect,  and  to  suggest  such  amendments  as  may  appear  to  you  proper  to  remedy 
existing  inconveniences. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON. 
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Treasury  Department,  January  2,  1804. 
Sir: 

In  conformity  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate 
such  observations  respecting  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  laws  providing  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  as  have  been 
suggested  by  their  operation. 

Under  the  present  system,  the  public  lands  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  east  of  the  river  Muskingum,  are  sold 
only  in  sections  of  one  mile  square,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each.  The  other  lands  north  of  the 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river,  are  sold  one  half  in  sections,  and  the  other  half  in  half  sections, 
containing  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  each.  No  provision  has  yet  been  made  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the  re- 
served sections  which  are  interspersed  through  those  lands,  nnr  for  that  of  the  tracts  lying  below  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky river,  and  lately  purchased  from  the  Indians,  one  of  which  is  situated  on  the  Wabash  river,  around  St.  Vin- 
cennes,  and  the  other  between  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  above  the  confluence  of  those  two  rivers. 

The  price  at  which  all  the  lands  oftered  for  sale  may  be  purchased  is  two  dollars  per  acre,  payable  in  specie  or 
in  six  per  cent,  stock,  at  par,  and  in  four  equal  instalments;  the  first  of  which  must  be  paid  at  the  time,  and  the  three 
others  within  two,  three,  and  four  years  after  the  time  of  making  the  purchase.  In  every  instance,  except  in  the 
case  of  persons  who  had  made  contracts  with  Judge  Symmes  for  lands  lying  between  the  two  Miamies,  interest  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year  is  charged  on  the  three  last  instalments,  from  the  date  of  the  purchase;  and,  in 
every  case,  a  discount  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent,  a  year  is  allo^ved  for  prompt  payment. 

The  cash  price  of  the  lands  is,  therefore,  only  one  dollar  and  eighty-four  cents  per  acre,  except  for  lands  lying 
between  the  two  Miamies,  for  which  contracts  had  been  made  with  Judge  Symmes,  which  may  be  paid  for  at  the 
rate  of  one  dollar  and  sixty-four  cents  per  acre.  It  follows  from  thence,  that,  if  all  the  lands  were  sold  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  last  mentioned,  that  is  to  say  without  charging  interest  until  after  the  instalments  had  become  due,  it 
would  operate  a  reduction  on  their  cash  price  of  twenty  cents  per  acre. 

The  reasons  which  probably  influenced  the  Legislature  in  fixing  a  price  so  much  beyond  what  had  been  the  usual 
terms  on  which  vacant  lands  had  theretofore  been  granted  in  the  several  States  were,  a  wish  to  prevent  monopolies 
and  large  speculations,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure  a  permanent  revenue  to  the  Union. 

The  first  object  has  been  fully  obtained;  and.  although  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  have  not  been  commensurate 
with  the  vast  increase  of  population,  more  than  nine  hundred  thousand  acres  have  been  sold  in  three  years,  on  which 
near  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  have  been  received,  and  about  eleven  hundred  thousand  remain  due  by  the 
purchasers. 

It  must,  however,  be  observed  that  the  price  of  public  securities,  at  the  time  of  passing  those  laws,  would  have 
reduced  the  real  cash  price  of  lands  at  about  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  acre,  and  that  the  sales  have  been  affected  by 
the  competition  of  lands  held  by  individuals  in  the  Connecticut  reserve,  in  the  military  tracts,  and  in  Kentucky, 
and  which  might  generally  be  purchased  for  a  less  price  than  that  set  on  the  public  lands. 

A  considerable  reduction  of  the  price  might  be  considered  as  a  waste  of  the  public  property,  and  as  promoting 
migration  beyond  its  natural  and  necessary  progress.  It  would  certainly  be  injurious  to  private  landholders,  and, 
by  throwing  the  lands  into  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals,  prevent  that  gradual  and  equal  distribution  of  property 
which  is  the  result  of  the  present  system.  To  reduce  it  only  to  what  may  be  considered  as  the  market  price  which 
actual  settlers  give  for  small  tracts  in  similar  situations,  would  only  satisfy  the  demand  for  land  created  by  the  existing 
population,  and,  without  promoting  migrations  or  speculations  on  a  large  scale,  would  increase  the  receipts  in  the 
treasury;  provided  that  reduction  was  connected  with  another  measure  which  is  considered  as  of  first  importance 
for  the  security  of  that  branch  of  the  revenue. 

It  has  been  observed  that  about  eleven  hundred  thousand  dollars  arc  due  to  the  United  States  on  account  of  pre- 
ceding sales.  Great  difficulties  may  attend  the  recovery  of  that  debt,  which  is  due  by  nearly  two  thousand  individu- 
als; and  its  daily  increase  may  ultimately  create  an  interest  hostile  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union.  It  appears 
extremely  desirable,  in  every  point  of  view,  that  lands  should  hereafter  be  sold  without  allowing  any  other  credit 
than  that  of  forty  days,  now  given  for  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment;  and,  as  that  provision  might  be  considered 
injurious  to  that  part  of  the  community  who  are  not  able  to  make  large  payments,  it  would  seem  proper  to  connect 
it  with  a  moderate  reduction  in  the  price,  and  with  a  permission  to  purchase  smaller  tracts  than  is  now  allowed  by 
law. 

Supposing  that  the  lands  which  are  now  sold  in  entire  sections  should  be  offered  for  sale  in  half  sections;  that 
those  which  are  now  sold  in  half  sections  should  be  offered  for  sale  in  quarter  sections;  and  that  the  price  of  entire 
and  half  sections  should  be  reduced  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  and  that  of  quarter  sections  to  one  dollar 
and  a  half,  per  acre;  it  is  believed  that  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  present  system  would  not  be  impaired,  and 
that  several  important  advantages  wotild  be  obtained. 

1.  The  price  being  still  as  high  as  that  at  which  lands  held  by  individuals  in  similar  situations  are  generally  sold, 
and  higher  than  can  be  afforded  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  improving  the  land,  or  securing  it  for  the  use  of 
the  purchaser's  family,  monopolies  and  large  speculations  would  be  as  effectually  prevented  as  under  the  existing 
provisions. 

2.  The  poorest  individuals,  as  they  cannot  at  present  purchase  less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  must, 
in  order  to  become  freeholders,  be  able  to  pay  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  and  become  bound  for  four  hundred 
^nd  eighty  more,  payable  within  four  years;  and  it  is  proper  to  observe  that,  if  they  have  no  other  resources,  it  is 
almost  impossible  that  they  should,  during  the  first  four  years  of  a  new  settlement,  draw  the  means  of  payment  from 
the  produce  of  the  land.  By  the  proposed  alteration,  a  man  might,  by  the  payment  of  two  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars, acquire  a  freehold  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  without  encumbering  himself  with  any  debt  whatever.  The 
difficulty  of  raising  eighty  dollars  more  at  first  is  unimportant,  if  it  shall  be  admitted  that  the  subsequent  payments 
must  at  present  be  provided  for  from  other  resources  than  those  arising  from  the  land  itself;  and,  in  every  other  re- 
spect, the  purchaser  will  evidently  be  placed  in  a  much  more  eligible  situation. 

3.  Whatever  revenue  may  be  derived  from  that  source  will  be  collected  in  the  most  simple  manner,  and  will 
be  completely  secured.  There  will  be  no  outstanding  debts,  and  the  interest  of  every  new  purchaser  will  become 
identified  with  that  of  the  Union. 

4.  It  has  already  been  observed,  that  the  sales  have  not,  by  any  means,  been  commensurate  with  the  demand 
for  land  and  the  increase  of  population;  they  have  been  limited,  partly  by  the  competition  of  other  lands  in  the 
market,  and  partly  by  the  existing  means  of  payment.  Under  the  system,  altered  as  has  been  suggested,  they 
would  be  limited  only  by  the  last  clause,  and  be  altogether  regulated  by  theamountof  circulating  medium  acquirable 
by  the  purchases.  It  is  evident,  indeed,  that  it  would  be  more  easy  to  sell  three  hundred  thousand  acres  at  a  dollar 
and  a  third,  than  two  hundred  thousand  acres  at  two  dollars  per  acre;  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  revenue 
would  be  not  only  secured,  but  also  increased,  by  the  proposed  alterations. 

The  only  difference  to  the  United  States  will  be,  that  they  will  transfer  the  property  of  a  greater  quantity  of  land 
for  the  same  sum  of  money  than  they  do  at  present.  The  estimated  revenue  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  de- 
rived from  that  source,  is  predicated  on  annual  sales  of  two  hundred  thousand  acres,  at  two  dollars;  or  rather  of 
about  two  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  acres,  at  one  dollar  and  eighty -four  cents  per  acre;  two  hundred  and  sixty-six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,  at  one  dollar  and  a  halt,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres,  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre,  would  produce  an  equal  sum.  It  would,  therefore,  under  the  proposed  al- 
terations, cost  annually  to  the  United  Stiites  about  one  hundred  thousand  acres  more  than  at  present,  to  raise  a  re- 
venue equal  to  that  which  may  be  collected  under  the  existing  regulations.  Compared  with  the  quantity  of  land 
north  of  the  Ohio  and  east  of  the  Mississippi,  not  less,  certainty,  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  acres,  the 
soil  of  which  belongs  to  the  United  States,  that  difference  is  so  trifling,  and  the  effect  which,  in  that  respect,  may 
result  from  the  alteration,  so  distant,  that  neither  of  them  seems  to  afford  sufficient  ground  of  objection. 

A  more  serious  difficulty  will  arise  from  former  purchasers,  who  may  complain  tnat  they  should  be  left  in  a  worse 
situation  than  those  who  shall  purchase  under  the  new  arrangement.  It  is  true  that  those  persons  have  had  the 
selection  of  the  most  eligible  spots,  in  point  of  situation  and  of  soil;  yet,  under  all  circumstances,  and  also  in  order 
to  secure  punctual  payments,  it  might  be  expedient  to  release  them  from  the  payment  of  interest  until  after  their 
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instalments  had  become  due.  That  provision  whicli,  it  is  believed,  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory,  should  be  ex- 
tended only  in  favor  of  those  who  shall  discharge  those  instalments  with  punctuality,  and  who  have  not  alienated 
the  property.  In  the  few  cases  \vhere  the  purchasers  have  already  completed  their  payments,  certificates,  receivable 
in  payment  for  land,  might  be  given  to  them  for  the  sums  which  may  have  been  charged  for  interest. 

It  is  believed  that  the  alterations  which  have  been  suggested  will  enable  a  great  portion  of  the  actual  settlers  to 
become  purchasers;  but  the  principle  of  granting  them  a  right  of  pre-emption,  exclusively  of  the  abuses  to  which  it 
is  liable,  appears  irreconcilable  with  the  idea  of  drawing  a  revenue  from  the  sale  of  lands.  Nor  would  the  reduc- 
tion of  price,  and  especially  the  sale  in  smaller  tracts,  be  an  eligible  measure,  so  far  as  respects  the  revenue,  un- 
less connected  with  a  suppression  of  the  credit  which  is  now  given  to  purchasers. 

Should  those  outlines  be  adopted,  it  may  be  proper  to  provide  that,  before  the  reduction,  either  in  the  price  or  in 
the  size  of  the  tracts,  shall  take  place,  all  the  lands  shall  be  offered  at  public  sale,  as  on  a  similar  occasion  had  been 
directed  by  the  act  passed  on  the  10th  May,  1800;  and  some  other  modifications  of  less  importance,  though  not  im- 
mediately connected  with  that  part  of  the  subject,  may,  at  the  same  time,  be  taken  under  consideration. 

The  powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  extend  only  over  the  lands  lying  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  tlie 
mouth  of  the  river  Kentucky;  it  seems  proper,  on  account  of  the  late  purchases,  that  they  should  be  extended 
over  all  the  public  lands  lying  north  of  the  Ohio  and  east  of  the  Mississippi;  for  the  surveys  of  the  lands  above  the 
mouth  of  Kentucky  river,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  being  nearly  completed,  it  is  hardly  ne- 
cessary to  create  a  new  office  for  the  others;  and  it  would  be  useful  to  provide,  that  that  officer  should  also  ascer- 
tain, by  astronomical  observations,  the  situation  of  some  of  the  most  important  points  of  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  surveys  are  now  executed  by  assistants,  appointed  by  the  Surveyor  General,  whose  offices  cease  with  the 
completion  of  their  work.  For  the  purpose  of  making  legal  re-surveys,  when  called  on  by  the  parties,  of  survey- 
ing and  marking  the  lines  which,  in  conformity  with  the  mode  prescribed  by  law,  have  been  left  open,  and  also  of 
subdividing  the  tracts  into  quarter  sections,  in  pursuance  of  the  proposed  modifications,  it  would  be  eligible  to  have 
"  district  surveyors"  appointed,  who  should  receive,  for  their  several  services,  stated  fees,  to  be  paid  by  the  parties 
for  whose  benefit  they  may  be  rendered.  That  arrangement,  exclusively  of  other  advantages,  would  preclude  the 
necessity  of  any  advance  from  the  treasury  for  the  subdivision  of  lands  into  quarter  sections. 

Whatever  price  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  fix  on  the  lands,  it  will  be  more  simple  and  convenient  for  the  pur- 
chasers, that,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  mentioned  expense,  the  several  fees  now  paid  to  the  United  States  for 
surveying  expenses  and  for  patents,  as  well  as  those  paid  to  the  Registers  for  entry  and  certificates,  and  which,  in  the 
purchase  of  a  half  section,  amount  altogether  to  about  three  cents  and  a  half  per  acre,  should  be  incorporated  with 
the  price. 

The  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  receive  now  one  per  cent,  on  all  the  moneys  paid  into  the  treasury;  and  the  Re- 
gisters one-half  per  cent,  on  the  same,  besides  the  fees,  .amounting  to  about  two-thirds  per  cent,  more,  the  suppres- 
sion of  which  is  submitted.  Those  compensations  are  much  lower,  in  proportion  to  the  revenue  collected,  than  those 
allowed  to  most  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  other  revenues  of  the  Union,  and  appear  inadequate 
to  the  responsibility  attached  to  the  offices,  and  to  the  rate  of  talents  and  knowledge  necessary  to  discharge  their  du- 
ties. The  propriety  of  increasing  the  commission  of  both  offices  one-half  per  cent,  and  of  giving  to  each  of  them  a 
small  annual  salary,  as  an  equivalent  for  clerk  hire  and  office  rent,  is  respectfully  submitted.  The  salary  might,  in 
that  instance,  be  five  hundred  dollars  to  each  officer,  those  of  the  Marietta  district  excepted,  for  whom  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  would  be  sufficient.  This,  on  account  of  the  suppression  of  the  Register's  fees,  would  give  a 
greater  increase  to  the  Receivers  than  to  tlie  Registers;  which,  considering  the  risk  attached  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  appears  reasonable. 

The  expediency  of  excluding  the  reserved  sections  from  the  sales  is  doubtful,  as  the  destruction  of  timber  is  per- 
haps more  than  equivalent  to  the  supposed  increase  of  value,  and  it  is  particularly  complained  of  in  the  Steubenville 
district,  antl  in  the  tract  lying  between  the  two  Miamies,  where  the  greater  part  of  the  adjacent  lands  is  sold  and 
occupied. 

The  preceding  observations  have  been  made  only  in  relation  to  the  lands  north  of  the  river  Ohio.  It  would  be 
inexpedient  to  apply  many  of  the  regulations  which  have  been  submitted  to  the  public  lands  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  1  will  beg  leave  to  make  a  separate  communication  respecting  the  operation  of  the  law  passed  during 
the  last  session  on  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Honorable  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Chairman,  &c. 
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LAND   CLAIMS    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   JANUARY  25,  1804. 

Mr.  Latttmore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  two  petitions,  one  from  the  Legislature  of  the  Missis- 
sippi territory,  and  the  other  from  sundry  residents  and  claimants  of  lands  on  the  Alabama  river,  and  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  and  bay  of  Mobile,  praying  Congress  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lands  therein  specified, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  claims  stated  in  the  abovementioned  petitions  are  as  follow: 

The  first  class  of  claims  is  founded  upon  a  warrant  of  survey  granted  by  the  Spanish  Government,  and,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  the  lands  actually  surveyed,  and  the  proprietor  furnished  with  a  plat  and  certificate,  by  the  surveyor, 
executed  previous  to  the  27th  of  October,  1795;  which  species  of  title,  the  petitioners  say,  the  inhabitants  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  considering  as  an  absolute  right,  although  not  completed  by  patent;  and  that  such  titles  have 
been  permitted  to  descend  by  inheritance,  or  to  be  transferred  by  sale,  although  no  improvement  or  actual  settle- 
ment had  been  made. 

The  second  is  to  lands  which  had  been  cultivated  and  improved  for  many  years,  but,  by  the  rotation  of  crops, 
and  the  necessary  repose  to  be  given  to  the  soil,  the  cultivation  thereof  had  been  discontinued  during  the  year  1795. 

The  third  is  to  lands  lying  east  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  which  are  settled  a  considerable  number  of  persons, 
holding  such  rights  as  are  customary  in  other  parts  of  the  territory,  and  to  which,  the  petitioners  state,  the  Indian 
title  has  long  since  been  extinguished. 

The  fourth  is  to  lands  held  by  warrant  of  survey  and  improvement,  the  claimants  being  minors,  in  whose  name, 
the  petitioners  state,  their  parents  had  preferred  making  application  to  the  Spanish  Government  for  lands  on  which 
large  improvements  are  now  made,  and  the  loss  of  which,  it  is  said,  would  reduce  to  beggary  and  misery  families 
which  are  now  comfortably  settled. 

In  the  third  condition  of  the  first  article  of  the  "  articles  of  agreement  and  cession,"  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  it  is  provided  "  that  the  United  States,  for  the  period,  and  until  the  end  of  one  year  after 
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the  assent  of  Georgia  to  the  boundary  established  by  this  agreement  shall  have  been  declared,  may,  in  such  manner 
as  not  to  interfere  with"  other  stipulations  specified  in  that  agreement  "  dispose  of,  or  appropriate,  a  portion  of  the 
lands"  ceded  by  that  agreement,  "  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres,  (or  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  five  niillions 
of  acres,)  or  of  any  part  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  or  compensating  for,  any  claims  other  than 
those  thereinbefore  recognized,  which  may  be  made  to  the  said  lands,  or  to  any  part  thereof:  It  being  fully  under- 
stood that,  if  an  act  of  Congress  making  such  disposition  or  appropriation  shall  not  be  passed  into  a  law  within  the 
abovementioned  period  of  one  year,  the  United  States  shall  not  be  at  liberty,  thereafter,  to  cede  any  part  of  the  said 
lands  on  account  of  claims  which  msiy  be  laid  to  the  same,  other  than  those  recognized  by  tlie  preceding  conditions, 
nor  to  compensate  for  the  same;  and  in  case  of  any  such  cession  or  compensation,  the  present  cession  of  Georgia 
to  the  right  over  the  lands  thus  ceded  or  compensated  for  shall  be  considered  as  null  and  void,  ;ind  the  lands  thus 
ceded  or  compensated  for  shall  revert  to  the  State  of  Georgia." 


Mississippi  territory  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  and  who  had,  prior  to  that  day,  obtained  either  from  the 
British  Government  of  West  Florida,  oi-  from  the  Spanish  Government,  any  order  or  warrant  of  survey  for  lands 
lying  within  the  said  territory,  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished,  and  which  were,  on  that  day.  actu- 
ally inhabited  and  cultivated  by  such  person  or  persons,  or  for  his  or  their  use,  shall  be  confirmed  in  their  claims 
to  such  lands,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  their  titles  had  been  completed:  Provided,  hoioeve)\  That  no  such  incom- 
plete title  shall  be  confirmed,  unless  the  person  in  whose  name  such  warrarit  or  order  of  survey  had  been  "ranted 
was,  at  the  time  of  its  date,  either  the  head  of  a  family,  or  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years." 

In  the  second  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  it  is  further  enacted,  "  That,  to  every  person,  or  to  the  legal  repre- 
sentative or  representatives  of  every  person  who,  being  either  the  head  of  a  family,  or  of  twenty-one  years  of  a'e 
did,  on  that  day  of  the  year  1797,  when  the  Mississippi  territory  was  finally  evacuated  by  the  Spanish  troops,  actu- 
ally inhabit  and  cultivate  a  tract  of  land  in  the  said  territory,  not  claimed  by  virtue  either  of  the  preceding  section 
or  of  any  British  grant,  or  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  Stateof  Geor- 
gia, the  said  tract  of  land  thus  inhabited  and  cultivated  shall  be  granted." 

The  assent  of  Georgia  to  the  boundary  established  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  having  been  declared 
on  the  16th  day  of  June,  1802,  some  doubts  may  possibly  arise  whether,  after  the  16th  day  of  June,  1803,  Congress 
possessed  a  power  to  confirm  any  claims  to  lands  within  the  Mississippi  territory,  other  than  such  as  are  embraced 
by  the  appropriation  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  abovementioned.  The  first  class  of  claims  hereinbefore  enume- 
rated, not  being  recognized,  and  the  fourth  being  expressly  precluded  by  that  act,  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  part  of  the  subject  ought  to  be  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  second  class  of  claims  being,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  recognized  and  provided  for  by  the  act 
aforementioned,  it  belongs  to  the  commissioners  appointed  under  that  act  to  judge  and  determine  between  claims 
circumstanced  as  these  are  described  to  be  in  the  petition,  and  those  to  lands  which  may  have  been  altogether  aban- 
doned. 

The  third  class  of  claims  being  founded  on  such  principles  as  are  recognized  by  the  act  aforesaid,  and  supported 
by  such  evidences  as  support  claims  to  lands  in  all  other  parts  of  the  territory,  and,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  fully  embraced  by  the  appropriation;  the  only  question  that  remains  is,  whether  it  be  expedient 
to  confirm  those  claims,  by  repealing  so  much  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  aforementioned,  as  provides  "  that  no 
certificate  shall  be  granted  for  lands  Tying  east  of  the  Tombigbee  river."  It  appears,  by  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  that  the  running  and  marking  of  the  lines  between  the  Choctaw  and  Creek  nations,  and  the  United  States,  in 
that  quarter,  have  been  completed;  that  these  lines  have  been  run,  in  conformity  to  a  cession  made  to  the  British 
Government,  while  that  Government  possessed  the  Floridas,  and  that  some  lands,  claimed  by  two  or  three  settlers, 
are  on  the  Indian  side  of  the  line,  to  the  eastward  of  the  Mobile.  Hence  your  committee  conclude,  that  nearly  all 
the  lands  claimed  by  the  petitioners,  east  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  are  out  of  the  Indian  boundary  line,  and  that,  of 
consequence,  the  Indian  titles  thereto  are  extinguished. 

Whatever  good  reasons,  besides  a  want  of  the  information  now  obtained,  may  have  produced  an  insertion  of  the 
prohibitory  clause  above  cited,  when  the  law  in  question  was  enacted,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  rea- 
sons for  a  continuance  of  that  prohibition  now  exist,  and,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  an  Act 
regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  as  provides  "  that  no  certificate  shall  be  granted  for  lands  lying  east  of  the  Tombigbee  river,"  ought  to 
be  repealed:  Provided,  That  no  certificate  shall  be  granted  for  any  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been 
extinguished. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  en- 
titled "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  be  authorized  and  required  to  make,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  a  full 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  all  claims  that  may  be  laid  before  them,  for  lands  held  by  warrant  of 
survey  and  improvement,  in  cases  where  the  claimants  were  minors,  and  not  heads  of  families,  at  the  time  such  war- 
rants were  issued,  with  the  circumstances  which  occasioned  the  issuing  of  such  warrants,  and  the  validity  which 
has  been  considered  as  attached  to  them. 


8th  Congress.]  No.  93.  [1st  Sessiok. 

CLAIM   TO  Land    adjoining   THE   CITY    OF   NATCHEZ. 

COMMUNICATED  fO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  26,  1804. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
the  petition  of  TFilliam  Dunbar,  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  respectfully  showelh: 
That  your  petitioner  obtained  from  the  Spanish  Government  of  Natchez  a  title  or  conveyance  to  a  lot  of  land,  in 
compensation  of  services;  that  this  title  being  dissimilar  in  certain  respects  to  all  others  existing  within  the  terri- 
tory, a  doubt  has  arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  persons,  (however  equitable  or  even  legal  the  title  may  be)  whether 
the  commissioners  of  land  claims  can,  consistently,  under  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  confirm  the  same:  notwithstanding  this  uncertainty,  your  petitioner  did  intend  to 
submit  his  title  to  the  investigation  of  the  commissioners;  and  if  their  decision  should  prove  unfavorable,  he  enter 
tained  no  doubt  that  a  speedy  relief  might  be  obtained  by  application  to  Congress.  But  this  supposed  uncertainty 
of  the  legality  of  your  petitioner's  title  has  engendered  in  the  minds  of  the  infant  corporation  of  the  town  of  Natchez 
a  possibility  of  snatching  from  your  petitioner  the  well-earned  fruits  of  his  labor  in  the  service  of  the  former  Govern- 
ment; a  petition  has,  therefore,  been  presented  (without  the  knowledge  of  your  petitioner)  in  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, to  your  honorable  body,  praying  that  the  title  to  all  vacant  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  city  may  be  confirmed 
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to  them  by  Congress,  directing  their  views  principally  to  the  lot  of  your  petitioner,  in  the  expectation  that,  should 
the  commissioners  fail  to  confarm  his  title,  the  first  grant  obtained  from  Congress  might  entirely  defeat  his  just 
expectations  of  receiving  relief  by  application  to  your  honorable  body. 

Your  petitioner  being  thus  constrained  to  abandon  his  first  intentions,  and  step  forward  in  his  own  defence 
a°^ainst  an  attack  made  within  the  walls  of  Congress,  has  now  the  honor  of  submitting  respectfully  to  your  honorable 
body  the  decision  of  his  claim. 

Your  petitioner's  title  stands  upon  the  following  ground:  A  tract  ot  land  was  granted  by  patent  from  the  Spanish 
Government  to  an  individual;  this  land  was  sold  by  the  first  to  a  second  individual,  and  considerably  improved: 
the  Spanish  Government  purchased  a  part  of  this  tract,  with  a  view  to  erect  public  buildings,  and  establish  a  town; 
and  the  plan  of  a  small  town  was  accordingly  traced  out  upon  one  part  of  it;  and  on  another  part,  the  Governor 
caused  to  be  erected,  at  his  private  expense,  a  large  building,  destined  ibr  his  own  residence. but,  before  it  was  com- 
pleted, it  was  blown  down  by  a  hurricane.  After  the  Spanish  treaty  was  known  at  Natchez,  but  before  the 
withdrawing  of  the  Spanish  Government,  your  petitioner  applied  to  the  Governor  for  compensation  of  various 
unsatisfied  services,  and  a  lot  containing  twenty-seven  arpents  (about  twenty-three  English  acres)  upon  which  the 
Governor's  private  building  had  been  erected,  was  offered  to  be  conveyed,  in  satisfaction  of  your  petitioner's  demand, 
by  his  excellency,  in  the  double  capacity  of  Governor  and  private  proprietor,  as  will  more  clearly  appear  from  an 
inspection  of  the  Spanish  titles  herewith  presented.  Your  petitioner  accepted  the  proposition,  believing  in  the  legality 
of  the  proffered  title,  for  the  following  reasons:  because  this  land  was  no  part  of  the  King's  public  domain,  but  a 
portion  of  an  improved  tract,  the  title  of  which  was  derived  from  an  ancient  patent;  and  because  the  purchase  by 
the  Spanish  Government  constituted  a  private  not  a  public  property,  disposable  under  an  article  of  the  treaty  which 
permitted  the  two  Governments  and  individuals,  reciprocally,  to  withdrmv  their  settlements;  which  expression  could 
have  no  meaning,  if  the  right  of  selling  or  disposing  is  denied;  for  settlements  cannot  by  any  other  mode  be  with- 
drawn for  the  benefit  of  the  holder. 

Your  petitioner  prays  the  patience  of  your  honorable  body,  while  he  draws  from  the  annals  of  the  United  States 
an  example  in  favor  of  his  claim.  It  appears  (if  your  petitioner  be  rightly  informed)  that  when  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania annulled  the  right  of  the  proprietors  over  the  public  domain  of  that  State,  her  sense  of  justice  confirmed  to  the 
family  of  tliePenns,  (notwithstanding  their  adherence  to  the  enemies  of  the  republic)  all  their  manors  and  every  portion 
of  land  which  had  been  by  public  act  separated  from  the  public  domain,  although  existing  in  the  hands  of  the  proprie- 
tors: it  is  not  presumable  that  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  United  States  will  deny  to  a  friendly  Power, 
relinquishing  in  their  favor  a  valuable  cultivated  country,  tlie  privilege  of  compensating  one  of  their  servants,  but 
now  a  citizen  attached  to  the  United  States,  with  a  grant  of  a  pittance  of  land,  long  separated  from  the  public  domain, 
and  deriving  its  title  from  a  patent  recognized  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Georgia.  .      ,        ^  ,  ,,,,.,-,,  ■    ,, 

Your  petitioner  presumes  that  his  claim  will  present  itself  before  your  honorable  body  in  a  highly  equitable, 
probably  in  a  legal  form,  and  prays  that  the  premises  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  such  relief  granted  by  a 
confirmation  of  the  title  of  your  petitioner  as  may  seem  fit  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 
And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

WILLIAM  DUNBAR. 


Translation  from  the  Spanish  of  a  title  to  a  lot  of  land. 

PETITION. 

May  it  please  the  Governor: 

William  Dunbar,  Assistant  Surveyor  of  this  district,  respectfully  showeth:  That  he  hath,  for  a  considerable 
time,  exercised  the  functions  of  his  employment,  without  any  gratification  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  or  any 
other  recompense  except  ordinary  fees.  It  is  known  to  your  excellency  that  he  has  been  employed  in  matters  of 
public  service,  such  as  the  laying  off  and  measuring  the  lots  of  this  city,  forming  plans  of  the  elevations  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  fort,  copying  charts,  and  several  journeys  performed,  by  order  of  your  excellency,  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, at  his  own  expense;  for  which  he  has  not  been  recompensed  otherwise  than  by  the  promise  of  a  grant  of  land 
within  this  district,  in  compensation  of  those  services;  but  as  the  treaty  between  His  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  presents  an  obstacle  to  such  grants,  he  respectfully  prays  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  present  to  the 
consideration  of  his  excellency  the  Governor  General  of  these  provinces  the  services  which  the  petitioner  hath  ren- 
dered, in  order  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  grant  him  such  gratification  as  he  may  judge  proper;  or,  otherwise,  he 
prays  your  excellency  that,  as  His  Majesty  possesses  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city  a  lot  of  twenty  or  thirty  arpents  of 
vacant  land,  being  a  part  of  what  was  purchased  and  paid  for  to  Don  Stephen  Minor,  you  will  be  pleased  to  concede 
to  him  the  said  lot  by  way  of  grant  or  conveyance,  in  consequence  of  its  being  a  private  property,  and  not  belonging 
to  the  domain;  in  which  case  tiie  petitioner  will  consider  himself  sufficiently  recompensed,  and  hopes  to  receive  this 
favor  from  the  benevolence  of  your  excellency. 

WILLIAM  DUNBAR. 

Natchez,  jlpril  4,  1797. 

As  Mr.  William  Dunbar  will  be  satisfied  for  his  services  with  the  recompense  only  of  a  grant  of  the  vacant 
land  adjoining  this  town,  he  will,  therefore,  measure  the  said  lot  for  himself;  when  this  shall  be  done,  he  shall  make 
me  a  return  of  his  operation,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  a  title  of  property. 

MANUEL  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

Natchez,  ^pril  5,  1797. 

I  certify  having  measured,  and  bounded  in  my  favor,  the  vacant  lot  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  decree,  contain- 
ing twenty-six  acres  and  ninety-one  perches,  French  superficial  measure;  bounded  on  one  side  by  (he  lots  and 
streets  of  this  city,  and  on  other  sides  by  lands  belonging  to  the  fort  of  His  Majesty,  and  those  belonging  to  Captain 
Stephen  Minor,  as  is  represented  by  the  foregoing  figured  plat,  (he  boundaries  being  fixed  according  to  the  explana- 
tions of  said  plat,  without  paying  attention  to  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  which  variation  is  eight  degrees 
and  a  half  from  north  towards  the  east. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  sign  these  presents,  in  Natchez,  the  Hth  of  April,  179r. 

WILLIAM  DUNBAR,  Assistant  Surveyor. 


Whereas,  Mr.  William  Dunbar,  Assistant  Surveyor  of  this  district,  will  consider  himself  recompensed  for  the 
services  performed  by  him  for  this  Government,  as  mentioned  in  his  memorial,  if  the  land  which  he  solicits  be  granted 
to  him;  in  consideration,  therefore,  of  his  aforesaid  services,  performed  without  pay  or  gratification  whatsoever,  I 
grant,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  hereby  grant,  by  virtue  of  powers  vested  in  me  to  that  effect,  to  Mr.  William  Dun- 
bar, twenty-six  arpents  ninety-one  perches  of  land,  square  measure,  according  to  the  foregoing  return  of  survey, 
made  by  him  in  compliance  with  my  decree;  bounding  on  one  side  with  the  lots  and  streets  ot  this  city,  and  on  other 
sides  with  lands  belonging  to  the  fort  of  His  Majesty,  and  those  of  the  property  of  Captain  Stephen  Minor,  includ- 
ing, within  the  said  twenty-six  arpents  and  ninety-one  perches,  square  measure,  the  lots  which,  with  permission,  I 
had  appropriated  to  myself  in  the  year  1790,  and  upon  which  I  had,  at  that  time,  caused  buildings  to  be  erected  in 
front  ot  the  lot  granted  to  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin  Monsanto.  In  consequence  whereof,  I  grant  and  give  unto  hira 
the  property  of  the  aforesaid  twenty-six  arpents  and  ninety-one  perches  of  land,  being  a  portion  of  a  greater  quan- 
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tity  which  His  Majesty  purchased  and  paid  for  to  Captain  Stephen  Minor,  in  order  that  he  may  dispose  of  the  same 
as  his  absolute  property,  and  make  use  of  the  fruits  thereof,  regulating  himself  by  the  said  return  of  survey  and 
observing  the  prescribed  conditions.  ' 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  my  arms,  and  countersigned  by  the  King's  Secretary  for  this 
Government,  at  Natchez,  the  19th  of  April,  1797.  •'  &  j  „^ 

MANUEL  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS, 
Brigadier  of  the  Koyal  Armies,  Governor  Military  and  Civil  of  the  Post  and  District  of  Natchez,  8cc. 


8th  Congress.]  No.  94.  [1st  Session. 


REVISION  OF  THE  LAWS  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  LANbS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  37,  1804. 

Mr.  Nicholson  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  several  laws  providing  for  the  sale  of 

the  public  lands  of  tlie  United  States,  submit  a  further  additional  report,  in  part,  and  recommend  the  adoption 

of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Boards  of  Commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  lennessee,"  be  authorized  to  employ,  each,  an  assistant  clerk,  and  a  translator  of  the 
Spanish  language,  to  assist  them  in  the  despatch  of  the  business  which  may  be  brought  before  them. 

Resolved,  1  hat  each  of  the  said  Boards  be  invested  with  the  same  powers,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses 
as  are  now  exercised  by  the  courts  of  law  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  employ  an  agent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  appear 
before  the  said  commissioners,  and  defend  the  rights  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That,  when  any  grant  shall  be  produced  to  the  said  commissioners  for  lands,  which  were  not    at  the 

date  of  the  said  grant,  or  within thereafter,  occupied  by  or  for  the  use  of  the  grantee,  the  grant  shall  not  be 

considered  as  conclusive  evidence  of  title,  but  the  burthen  of  proof  of  its  validity  shall  fall  upon  tlie  claimant. 

Resolved,  That  the  tract  of  country  bounded  on  the  soutii  by  a  parallel  of  latitude,  passing  by  the  mouth  of  Ya- 
zoo river;  on  the  east  by  the  State  of  Georgia;  on  the  north  by  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and  on  the  west  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  shall  be  annexed  to  the  Mississippi  territory. 


Treasury  Department,  January  5,  1804. 
Sir: 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  received,  since  my  communication  of  the  2d  instant,  from 
the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  "  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  for  the  adjustment  of  certain  claims  to  the  said  lands  west  of 
the  Pearl  river. 

As  the  commissioners  have  a  right  to  give  what  they  may  deem  the  legal  construction  of  the  statute,  it  is  pre- 
sumable from  their  letter  that,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  Congress,  they  will  extend  the  benefits  of  the  second 
section  of  the  law  to  persons  who  inhabited  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Mississippi  territory  in  the  month  of 
March,  1798,  which,  contrary  to  the  impression  when  the  law  was  passed,  they  state  to  be  the  date  of  the  final 
evacuation  by  the  Spanish  troops.  There  are  no  documents  in  this  department  by  which  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing that  event,  and  what  ought  to  be  considered  as  its  real  date,  can  be  ascertained. 

A  donation  of  land  to  those  settlers  who  migrated  into  the  territory  subsequent  to  its  evacuation  by  the  Spanish 
troops,  instead  of  the  right  of  pre-emption  contemplated  by  the  law,  does  not  seem  more  proper  in  that  case  than  in 
that  of  the  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands  north  of  the  Ohio,  to  whom  it  has  been  uniformly  refused,  and  who 
have  not  even,  except  in  one  instance,  been  allowed  a  right  of  pre-emption.  How  far,  also,  such  an  alteration  would 
be  consistent  with  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  Georgia,  appears  doubtful. 

The  suggestions  of  the  commissioners  on  the  subject  of  fraudulent  and  antedated  Spanish  grants,  seem  to  deserve 
particular  consideration.  It  is  ascertained,  by  information  received  through  various  and  authentic  channels,  that  the 
same  frauds  are  attempted  on  a  much  larger  scale  in  Louisiana;  and  it  appears  desirable  that  principles  should  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  those  grants  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  which  may  hereafter  be  applied  to  similar  cases  in  the 
newly  acquired  territories.  The  commissioners  may  not  only  be  vested  with  sufficient  powers  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses,  and  counsel  be  employed  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  but,  since  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  antedated  grants  are  in  existence,  it  might  be  provided  that  the  grants  shall  not  alone  be  considered  as  conclu- 
sive evidence,  and  that  in  all  cases  where  the  land  claimed  was  not  occupied  by  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  grantee,  at 
the  time  of  or  within  a  limited  period  after  the  date  of  the  grant,  the  burthen  of  the  proof  of  its  validity  sTiall  fall  on 
the  claimant.  For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  magnitude  of  the  fraudulent  speculations  attempted  on  that  ground,  and 
at  this  time  in  Louisiana,  extracts  of  letters  from  two  public  officers  of  the  United  States  are  enclosed. 

The  assistance  of  a  Spanish  translator  seems  indispensable  to  enable  the  commissioners  to  carry  into  eft'ect  the 
provisions  of  the  act;  and  an  assistant  clerk  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  despatch  of  the  business  committed  to 
their  care. 

Permit  me  to  remark,  though  not  immediately  connected  with  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands,  that  the  Missis- 
sippi territory  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  passing  by  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river.  The  tract 
of  country  ceded  by  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  which  lies  between  that  parallel  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  not 
being  included  in  any  State  or  territory,  serious  inconveniences  may  arise  in  the  prosecution  of  crimes  and  oflfences 
against  the  United  States,  committed  vvithin  its  boundaries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Honorable  Joseph  H.  Nicholson. 


Washington,  Mississippi  Territory,  December  I6lh,  1803. 

The  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  "  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States,  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  passed  the  last  session  of  Congress,  having  met  and 
formed  a  Board  on  the  1st  instant  at  this  place,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  that  act,  proceeded  to  business;  and. 


188  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [1804. 

upon  an  attentive  review  nt"  the  law,  with  a  slight  understanding  of  the  business  to  be  performed  under  it,  they  beg 
leave  to  suggest  several  things  which  appear  as  defects  in  that  law. 

The  second  section  of  the  law  makes  a  donation  of  land,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  to  a  certain 
description  of  persons,  "who  did  on  that  day  of  the  year  1797,  when  the  Mississippi  territory  was  finally  evacuated 
by  the  Spanish  troops  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate,"  &c.  Now  it  seems  that  the  final  evacuation  of  the  territory 
by  the  Spanish  troops,  took  place  on  the  30th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1798.  It  is  doubtful,  therefore,  which  of 
these  periods  shall  be  observed  by  the  Board  in  regulating  those  donations.  Government  will  see  the  propriety  of 
rectifying  this;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  commissioners  conclude  to  observe  the  time  of  final  evacuation,  considering 
that  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Legislature. 

The  sixth  section  gives  the  Board  of  Commissioners  power  to  administer  oaths  and  examine  witnesses,  but  no 
express  power  to  enforce  their  attendance;  nor  are  they  allowed  any  e.xecutive  officer  to  attend  the  Board  or  execute 
process,  though  the  law  has  submitted  to  their  determination  more  important  matter  than,  perhaps,  comes  before  any 
court  in  the  Union.  The  Board  are  of  opinion,  from  the  best  information  they  can  get,  that  many  of  the  claims  to 
be  made  are  fraudulent,  and  to  prove  which  will  require  a  variety  of  testimony,  which,  they  are  informed,  exists  in 
the  territory,  and,  if  not  procured  in  opposition  to  those  false  and  fraudulent  claims,  will  leave  but  little  lands  for 
the  United  States.  And  here  the  Board  would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  appointment  of  some  person,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  to  procure  this  evidence,  and  to  advocate  the  rights  of  the  United  States;  and,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  Board  suggest  this,  they  declare  their  intention  to  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  secure  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  to  do  jusiiceto  the  individuals;  but  the  impropriety,  if  not  impossibility,  of  their  acting  in 
this  double  capacity  of  judge  and  advocate,  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  obvious  to  every  person  conversant  in  business 
of  this  kind. 

The  Board  also  observe,  that  most  of  the  title  papers  of  those  who  claim  under  the  Spanish  Government  are  in 
the  Spanish  language,  and  as  the  commissioners  do  not  perfectly  understand  that  language,  they  are  forced  to  prevail 
on  the  parties  to  have  them  translated  before  they  produce  them  for  decision:  this  is  suggested,  in  order  that  Govern- 
ment may  consider  the  propriety  of  appointing  some  person  capable  of  making  a  true  and  faithful  translation  on 
oath.  In  the  meantime,  the  Board  must  use  the  translator  as  a  witness  produced  by  the  party;  and  yet  they  are 
sensible  of  the  inconvenience  and  danger  of  this  mode. 

The  Board  further  observe,  that  the  law  requires  "  perfect  and  correct  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  decisions, 
meetings,  and  adjournments  of  the  Board,  together  with  the  evidence  on  which  such  decisions  are  made;  which 
books,"  &c.  Now  the  Board  conceive  that  those  expressions  include  both  written  and  unwritten  evidence  to  be 
recorded  by  their  clerk,  as  well  in  relation  to  claims  which  may  be  rejected  as  those  allowed.  They  also  find  that 
most  of  the  claims  to  be  made,  as  well  those  founded  on  grants  as  otherwise,  will  require  witnesses,  and  some  of 
them  many,  (even  where  no  fraud  is  suggested,  which  will  often  be  the  case)  to  prove  that  the  conditions  of  the 
grant,  settlement,  or  laws  under  which  they  claim,  have  been  complied  with,  so  as  to  entitle  the  party  to  a  confirma- 
tion of  title;  all  of  which,  together  with  the  translations,  must  be  recorded  by  their  clerk.  The  Board,  therefore, 
respectfully  suggest  the  necessity  of  allowing  an  assistant  clerk;  or  they  apprehend  they  will  be  necessarily  detained 
much  beyond  the  time  in  which  they  could  otherwise  complete  the  business  assigned  themj  and  in  this  application, 
they  are  the  more  solicitous,  inasmuch  as  they  find  the  business  more  considerable,  and  requires  a  greater  length  of 
time  than,  it  is  presumed,  was  contemplated  at  the  passing  of  the  law,  especially  as  by  far  the  greater  part,  perhaps 
nine-tenths,  of  the  business,  comes  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Board,  as  will  appear  by  two  letters  of  his  excel- 
lency Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  the  first  dated  on  the  5th  day  of  November,  1802,  and  the  other 
on  the  20th  day  of  January,  1803,  to  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer. 

The  commissioners  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  and  justice  of  bringing  the  claimants  described  in  the 
third  section  of  the  act  within  the  provisions  of  the  second  section;  or,  at  least,  to  allow  them  a  quantity  of  land  not 

exceeding  acres.     This  additional  provision  for  actual  settlers  is  suggested  from  the  opinion  which  those 

settlers  entertained  at  the  time  of  settling,  of  the  liberality  of  the  General  Government  towards  those  who  should 
venture  with  their  families  into  this  insulated  territory.  Most  of  those  people  are  poor,  and  claim  but  a  small  quan- 
tity of  land,  which  they  are  not  able  to  purchase,  and,  without  such  a  provision,  they  must  leave  their  little  habita- 
tions or  become  tenants;  and  it  is  conceivied  that  this  additional  provision  will  not  interfere  with  the  intention  of 
the  law,  which  was,  not  to  exclude  the  poor  and  honest  settler  striving  to  raise  his  family,  but  those  of  a  different 
character. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

THOMAS  RODNEY, 
ROBERT  WILLIAMS, 
EDWARD  TURNER. 

To  the  Honorable  Albert  Gallatin, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Mississippi  territory,  dated 

September  8,  1803. 
"  But  gaining  a  knowledge  of  some  circumstances,  which,  although  not  immediately  connected  with  my  depart- 
ment, I  deem  of  high  importance  to  my  country,  and,  therefore,  think  it  my  duty  to  disclose  them  without  delay. 

"  In  consequence  of  information  from  numerous  and  respectable  sources,  I  am  compelled  to  believe  that  practices, 
highly  fraudulent  and  injurious  to  the  United  States,  are  very  prevalent  in  the  newly  acquired  territory  of  Louis- 
iana. 

"  [  have  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  my  information,  that  a  vast  number  of  adventurers,  many  of  them  from 
this  territory,  are  daily  making  extensive  surveys,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi;  and  Spanish  officers  have 
lately  set  up  claims  to,  and  are  now  disposing  of,  large  tracts,  some  even  sixty  miles  square,  at  reduced  prices;  in 
some  instances  not  more  that  ten  cents  per  acre. 

"It  seems  that  some  respectable  citizens  of  this  territory,  who  have  spurned  the  nefarious  offer,  have  been  invited 
to  a  participation  in  this  harvest  of  iniquity;  the  inviters  alleging  that  land  of  the  first  quality  might  be  obtained  for 
a  few  cents  per  acre;  and,  respecting  titles,  as  good  may  be  had  (say  they)  as  those  by  which  lands  are  held  on  this 
side  of  the  river,  (probably  antedated  Spanish  grants.) 

"  A  knowledge  of  former  transactions  in  this  territory,  during  the  interval  between  the  treaty  of  1795,  and 
evacuation  by  the  Spanish  Government,  will  lead  one  to  an  easy  solution  of  the  mystery  by  which  this  peculation 
will  be  veiled.  The  warrant  of  survey,  the  surveyor's  certificate,  and  the  final  grant,  will  bear  concurrent  date, 
prior  to  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  France. 

"  I  ani  told  that  in  most,  if  not  in  all,  cases,  these  surveyors  are  Spanish  subjects,  and  their  assistants  and 
chain  carriers  Spanish  soldiers,  who  will  probably  all  move  off  with  the  Spanish  Government.  I  therefore  apprehend 
that  for  any  tribunal  hereafter  to  discriminate  between  the  just  and  the  fraudulent  claim  will  be  difficult,  even  if 
oral  testimony  be  admittedj  but  if,  to  its  exclusion,  the  Spanish  record  be  paramount  evidence,  impossible!" 


Extract  qfa  letter  from  New  Orleans,  dated 

September  29,  1803. 
*'  We  are  told  that  your  Government  is  treating  with  Spain  for  the  purchase  of  West  Florida;  and  the  intendant 
here,  probably  foreseeing  the  cession,  has  opened  a  sale,  within  these  few  days,  for  the  uninhabited  lands  in  that 
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province;  and  orders  of  survey  have,  I  believe,  been  already  issued,  for  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  acres.  No 
individual  thinks  of  purchasing  less  than  forty  to  tifly  thousand  acres,  the  value  of  which  is  supposed  may  be  esti- 
mated from  twelve  to  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  to  be  paid  for  by  dift'erent  instalments.  I  presume  that,  within  ten 
days  from  this  time,  orders  of  survey  will  be  issued  for  every  acre  of  vacant  land  in  West  Florida.  No  lands  are 
yet  offered  for  sale  in  Louisiana,  but  I  think  it  not  improbable  there  will  be  soon." 

NoTU. — The  writer,  living  in  New  Orleans,  was  not  aware  that  the  western  part  of  the  British  province  of  West 
Florida  makes  part  of  the  territories  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  France. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Kaskasldas. 
Dear  Sir:  Indiana  Tkrritory,  Kaskaskias,  October  18.  1803. 

You  have  no  guess  how  the  United  States  are  imposed  on  by  the  Spanish  officers,  since  they  have  heard  of  the 
cession  of  Louisiana:  grants  are  daily  making  for  large  tracts  of  land  and  dated  back;  some  made  to  men  who  have 
been  dead  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and  transterred  down  to  the  present  holders.  These  grants  are  made  to  Ameri- 
cans, with  a  reserve  of  interest  to  the  officer  who  makes  them;  within  fifteen  days  the  following  places  have  been 
granted,  to  wit:  forty -five  acres  choice  of  the  lead  mines,  sixty  miles  from  this,  heretofore  reserved  to  the  Crown  of 
Spain;  the  iron  mine  on  W"ine  creek,  with  ten  thousand  acres  around  it,  about  eighty  miles  from  this  place,  and 
formerly  reserved  by  the  Crown  of  Spain;  sixty  thousand  acres,  the  common  touching  St.  Louis,  heretofore  o^iven 
by  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  village;  the  tin  mines,  (though  of  doubtful  value)  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand acres  adjoining;  and  many  other  grants  of  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  and  thirty  thousand  acres  have  been  made.  I 
could  name  persons  as  well  as  places." 

; 
Albert  Gallatin,  Esq. 

Note. — See  Reports  Nos.  79  and  98. 


8th  Congress.]  No.  95.  [1st  Session. 

WARRANTS  OF  SURVEY   ISSUED   BY  THE  BRITISH  GOVERNMENT   OF  WEST  FLORIDA. 

COMMDNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES^   FEBRUARY    13,  1804. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Matthew  Phelps,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 

others,  madp  the  following  report: 

The  petitioners  stat^  that,  under  the  claim  of,  and  in  connexion  with,  the  Company  of  Military  Adventurers, 
they  settled  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  between  the  years  1774  and  1780,  in  virtue  of  warrants  of  survey  issued  to 
them  by  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida;  but,  in  consequence  of  that  country  having  been  taken  possession 
of  by  the  Spaniards,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  they  abandoned  their  settlements,  and  now  pray  that  some  pro- 
vision may  be  made,  by  law,  to  compensate  them  for  those  lands  on  which  they  had  heretofore  settled. 

The  claim  of  the  Company  of  Military  Adventurers  was  laid  before  the  House  during  the  last  session,  and  the 
subject  was  fully  discussed.  At  that  time  Congress  refused  to  make  provision  for  them,  under  an  impression,  it  is 
presumed,  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  Government;  and  as  the  five  millions  of  acres,  re- 
served in  the  convention  with  Georgia,  were,  during  the  last  year,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  compensating 
claims  other  than  those  of  the  Military  Adventurers,  and  to  then-  exclusion,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  Con- 
gress are  not  authorized  to  compensate  these  without  the  consent  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

They,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 


8th  Congress.]  No,  gQ.  [1st  Session 

ILLINOIS    AND    WABASH    COMPANY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY    14,    1804. 

Mr.  Leib  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  .Tohn  Shee,  "  sole  survivor  of  the  committee  appointed  and  au- 
thorized to  solicit,  manage,  and  negotiate,  the  afiiiirs  of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Company  with  Congress,"  sub- 
mit the  following  report,  viz: 

That  the  petitioner,  in  behalf  of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Company,  claims  a  certain  tract  of  country,  now  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  described  in  two  deeds;  the  one  bearing  date  July  5,  1773,  and  the  other  October  18, 
1775,  which  are  said  to  have  been  given  to  William  Murray  and  others,  who  are  styled  the  Illinois  Company,  and 
to  Lord  Dunmore  and  others,  who  are  denominated  the  Wabash  Company,  by  the  Illinois  and  Piankeshaw  Indians. 
That  the  petitioner  has  proposed  to  surrender  and  convey  to  the  United  States  all  the  land  described,  or  meant 
to  be  described,  in  the  abovementioned  deeds  from  the  Indians,  on  the  proviso  that  the  United  States  re-convey  to 
the  company  one-fourth  part  of  the  said  land. 

It  does  not  satisfactorily  appear  to  the  committee  that  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Companies  had  authority  to  make 
the  contract  for  the  lands  claimed  by  them;  neither  has  it  been  made  to  appear  that  the  grantors  were  authorized  by 
the  Indian  nations  to  make  the  sale.  No  acknowledgment  by  the  Indians  is  made  of  the  purchase  by  the  companies, 
in  the  treaties  lately  concluded  by  the  United  States  with  the  Indian  nations.  The  lands  claimed  by  the  petitioner 
have  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  treaty,  and  an  adequate  compensation  stipulated  for  them;  the  committee 
are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that,  inasmuch  as  the  legal  title  of  the  petitioner  is  not  established,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
United  States  are  already  rightfully  possessed  of  those  lands,  and  the  grantors  have  received  an  adequate  compen- 
sation, and  inasmuch  as  a  further  allowance  for  the  said  territory  would  be  a  gratuity  to  the  petitioner,  which  the 
representatives  of  the  nation  cannot  justly  award,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
25  p 


100 


PUBLIC   LANDS.  [1804. 


8th  Congress.]  No.   97.  [1st  Session. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  LANDS  AND  SETTLERS  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  DETROIT. 

COMMHNICATED  TO  CONGRESS,  FEBRUARY  17,  1804. 

ITo  the  Senate  and  House,  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States:  .  , 

Information  having  been  received  some  time  ago  that  the  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  Detroit  required 
particular  attention,  the  agent  appointed  to  transact  business  with  the  Indians  in  that  quarter  was  instiucted  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  the  situation  of  the  titles  and  occupation  of  the  lands,  private  and  public,  in  the  neighboring 
settlements.  His  report  is  now  communicated,  that  the  Legisl.iture  may  judge  how  far  its  interposition  is  necessary 
to  quiet  legal  titles,  confirm  the  equitable,  to  remove  the  past,  and  prevent  future  intrusions,  which  have  neither  law 
norjustice  for  their  basis.  ^  TH:  JEFFERSON. 

February  16,  1804. 

Detroit,  Jidy  Sbth,  1803. 

I  have  endeavored,  in  the  following  report,  to  ascertain  and  state  concisely  all  those  facts  cpncerning  which 
I  imagined  the  Government  would  wish  to  be  informed.  It  is  little  more  than  an  outline,  exhibiting  the  promi- 
nent features.  The  geographical  remarks  are  all  made  from  actual  observation;  and  I  have  as  seldom  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  business  would  admit  depended  on  the  information  of  others.  My  inquiries  commence  at  Otter  creek,  the 
southwesterly  extremity  of  the  settlements,  from  whence  I  proceeded  regularly  through  them  to  the  river  Sinclair. 
I  have  avoided  neither  trouble  nor  fatigue;  and  have  thus  long  delayed  to  advise  you,  with  respect  to  my  progress, 
only  that  I  might,  by  minute  investigation,  be  enabled  to  give  you  a  more  satisfactoiy  account. 

Should  the  report,  however,  be  still  defective,  if  I  have  omitted  the  notice  of  subjects  which  require  investiga- 
tion, you  have  only  to  instruct  me,  that  I  may  renew  my  inquiries. 

I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  JOUETT. 

The  Honorable  Henry  Dearborn,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  Department  of  TFar. 


Otter  creek  empties  itself  into  lake  Erie  forty -two  miles  southvvest  of  the  town  of  Detroit,  and  six  miles  south 
of  the  river  Raisin.  The  settlement  commences  at  its  mouth,  on  the  lake,  and  extends  up  the  creek  three  miles. 
The  native  right  was  extinguished  by  purchase  from  the  Pattawatamies,  Ottawa,  and  Chippa^va  Indians,  in  the  year 
1779;  and  in  the  year  1794  the  present  occupants,  to  the  number  of  twenty-three,  deriving  their  claims  from  the  first 
purchasers,  began  their  improvements.  The  farms  contain  from  seventy-five  to  two  hundred  French  acres,  and 
their  boundaries  extend  back  liom  the  creek  in  parallel  lines.  Those  lands  are  fertile.  Those  immediately  bor- 
dering on  the  lake  have  a  rich,  black  soil,  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat  and  hemp.  They  are  without  timber 
of  any  kind,  and  in  the  language  of  the  country  are  called  prairies.  The  wood  lands,  further  removed  from  the  lake, 
abound  in  hickory,  walnut,  and  elm,  and  have  a  soil  of  equal  fertility,  and  in  a  great  degree  similar  to  those  already 
described.  Notwithstanding  the  many  advantages  this  spot  possesses,  in  point  of  soil  and  convenience  to  niarket, 
the  settlers  are  extremely  poor.  They  are,  however,  considered  freeholders;  and  in  their  own  minds  entertain  few 
doubts  respecting  their  titles. 

River  kaisin  is  a  delightful  stream  navigable  for  small  craft  about  sixteen  miles,  to  the  highest  farm.  It  falls  into 
the  lake  six  miles  north  of  Otter  creek,  and  thirty-six  south  of  Detroit.  There  are  in  this  settlement  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  families,  who  hold  their  larms  by  one  tenure,  namely,  deeds  of  bargain  and  sale  from  the  Patta- 
watamy,  Ottawa,  and  Chippawa  chiei's,  executed  in  the  year  1784, 1785,  and  1786.  The  purchasers  have  been  in 
actual  possession  since  that  time.  Their  farms  contain,  variously,  from  one  to  four  hundred  French  acres,  each, 
fronting  on  the  river  from  tw  o  to  six  acres,  and  extending  back  from  forty  to  a  hundred  and  eighty,  until  they  meet 
the  swamps  on  either  side  of  the  rivei-,  which  serves  as  a  rear  boundary  for  all  the  farms. 

The  lands  about  the  mouth  of  this  river  are  of  little  value,  being  too  wet  for  any  kind  of  culture.  Those  further 
up  are  of  an  excellent  soil,  producing  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bushels  to  the  acre,  of  wheat,  or  other  grain,  in  the 
like  proportion.  The  farms  are  tolerably  well  improved,  having  comfortable  dwelling  houses,  built  of  hewn  logs, 
and  most  generally  the  necessary  out-houses,  such  as  barns,  stables,  &c.  Their  orchards  are  yet  young,  but  pro- 
mise in  a  few  years  to  be  very  productive.  The  inhabitants  are  Canadian  French,  with  only  three  exceptions. 
Among  these  people,  disputes  have  frequently  arisen  relative  to  their  titles;  and  those  disputes  have  always  termi- 
nated by  an  adjudication  in  favor  of  the  oldest  Indian  deed. 

They  are  considered  as  freeholders,  and  enjoy  every  privilege  which  appertains  to  a  fee  simple  estate;  a  number 
of  them  holding  offices  under  the  territorial  Government. 

Sandy  creek  empties  itself  into  river  Raisin  but  a  few  paces  from  its  mouth,  turning  abruptly  to  the  south, 
having  before  meandered  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  with  that  river,  about  three  miles  northward.  The  settle- 
ment extends  three  miles,  amounting  in  number  of  inhabitants  to  sixteen,  who  took  possession  of  their  liirms  in  the 
year  179'2,  under  purchases  from  Joseph  Benack,  who  claimed  the  native  right  since  the  year  1780.  Noije  of  these 
farms  exceed  two  hundred  acres;  specifying  two,  three,  and  four,  in  front  of  the  creek,  and  from  twenty -five  to  fifty 
back.  The  soil  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  river  Raisin;  black,  rich  and  tiivorable  to  the  production  of  grass, 
hemp,  Indian  corn,  and  wheat.  The  improvements  in  this  settlement  are  mean.  The  houses  or  huts  are  of  such 
construction  and  workmanship  as  scarcely  to  shut  out  the  inclemencies  of  the  seasons.  The  people  are  all  Cana- 
dians. 

Rocky  river  discharges  itself  into  lake  Erie,  three  miles  north  of  the  river  Raisin,  and  eight  south  of  river 
Huron.  It  is  a  small  winding  stream,  too  shallow  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  smallest  boats.  The  soil  here  differs 
little  from  that  already  described  in  the  adjacent  country;  black  and  fertile,  though  rather  too  wet  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  wheat.  It  is  timbered  with  elm,  oak,  hickory,  and  maple.  At  the  mouth  of  this  stream  there  is  a  safe  harbor, 
formed  by  the  projection  into  the  lake  of  Point  Reason  on  the  one  side,  and  Rocky  Point  on  the  other.  The  tenure 
by  which  these  lands  are  held  is  derived  from  an  Indian  deed,  executed  by  the  chiefs  in  the  year  1786,  to  Francis 
Pepin.  The  conveyance  extends  thirty  acres  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  runs  back  into  the  country  one  hun- 
dred, pursuing  the  meanders  of  the  river.  Pepin  sold  his  claim  to  George  MacDougall,  who,  some  years  since, 
conveyed  two-thirds  of  the  tract  to  Meldrum  and  Parks,  a  mercantile  house  in  Detroit,  and,  conjointly  with  them,  has 
erected  very  valuable  improvements.  About  half  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  the  river  they  have  a  dwelling  house, 
a  distillery,  and  a  merchant  mill,  with  every  necessary  appendage  for  the  convenient  manufactory  of  wheat. 

These  buildings  are  worth,  on  a  moderate  calculation,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  north  side  of  the  stream  is  claimed  by  Gabriel  Godiroy,  under  an  Indian  deed  in  bis  possession,  dated  in 
the  year  1788.  The  conveyance  specifies  the  same  quantity  as  was  granted  on  the  south  side  to  Pepin.  Godfrey 
has  made  little  or  no  improvements. 

There  are  only  two  families  who  now  are  on  the  river,  those  beins;  immediately  engaged  in  the  management  of 
the  mill  and  distillery. 
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River  Huron  is  eight  miles  nortii  of  Rocky  river,  ami  twelve  south  of  the  river  Ecorce,  and  empties  itself  into 
the  lake  Erie,  about  four  miles  north  of  Detroit  or  the  strait.  With  respect  to  soil,  there  is  a  great  degree  of  siini- 
larity  throughout  this  part  of  the  country,  dark,  or  rather  black,  light,  and  wherever,  with  few  exceptions,  it  has 
been  cultivated  productive. 

In  these  respects  none  are  superior  to  the  lands  on  this  river.  They  consist  of  extensive  prairies,  covered  so 
closely  with  hazel  and  other  shrubberies,  as  to  afford  a  pleasant  shade  to  the  delighted  traveller,  who  cannot  but 
take  an  agreeable  interest  in  the  beautiful  sceneries  by  which  he  is  surrounded. 

The  river,  though  narrow,  is  navigable  twenty  miles  for  boats,  and  has  a  deep  and  gentle  current.  There  is  but 
one  claim,  which  arises  under  an  Indian  deed,  dated  in  the  year  1794,  purporting  to  be  a  conveyance  to  Gabriel  God- 
frey, of  fpur  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  upon  which  tract  he  has  placed  a  tenant,  who  lives  near  the  river 
as  a  ferryman.  The  deed  is  signet!  by  one  chief  only,  and  that  v/ithout  a  witness.  To  a  title  the  clahnant  can 
have  no  pretensions. 

Ecorce,  or  Bark  river,  enters  the  strait  eleven  miles  north  of  Huron,  and  eleven  miles  south  of  Detroit;  as  a 
channel  of  communication,  presents  but  few  advantages.  The  country  is  level,  the  soil  rich,  and  sufficiently  diy  for 
any  kind  of  cultivation.  The  grass  and  wheat  are  astonishingly  luxuriant;  and  nature  requires  to  be  but  aided  to 
produce,  in  abundance,  all  the  necessaries  of  life:  yet,  the  people  are  poor  beyond  conception;  and  no  description 
could  give  an  adequate  idea  of  their  servile  and  degraded  situation.  They  are  sixteen  in  number,  principally  Cana- 
dian French,  and  hold  from  one  to  three  hundred  French  acres  of  land  each. 

Six  of  these  farms  were  settled  in  the  years  1792,  1794,  and  1797,  without  any  kind  of  authority.  The  others 
were  purchased  from  the  Indians  in  the  year  1776  by  Peter  F.  Comb,  and  settled  soon  afterwards.  This  appears  to 
be  the  tenure  by  which  they  now  hold  them.  The  ditterent  claims  were  at  one  time  confused  and  complicated:  but 
one  or  two  adjudications  have  settled  the  principle  confirmatory  of  those  titles  held  under  P.  Comb.  In  the  terri- 
tory these  people  are  considered  as  freeholders,  and  enjoy  the  appurtenant  privileges. 

River  Rouge,  so  called  from  its  reddish  appearance,  is  four  miles  north  of  Ecorce,  and  six  south  of  the  town  of 
Detroit.  U  is  navigable  six  and  eight  miles  fur  boats,  and  three  for  vessels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen. 
Narrow,  winding,  and  almost  stagnant,  the  current  is  so  gentle  as  to  be  scarcely  observable.  It  has  at  all  times  the 
complexion  and  appearance  of  a  pool;  and  its  exhalations,  in  the  summer  months,  are  extremely  unhealthful.  The 
ague  and  fever  are,  in  these  seasons,  very  prevalent;  and  fevers  sometimes  of  more  malignant  nature  confine  whole 
families  to  their  beds  fur  weeks  together.  It  is  only  on  the  south  side  of  this  river  that  the  lands  are  fertile.  The 
soil  is  such  as  has  been  so  frequently  described  in  the  rich  parts  of  the  neighboring  country.  On  the  north  side  it  is 
poor,  gray,  sandy,  and  unproductive.  The  settlements  extend  eight  miles  on  both  sides  of  the  river;  and  the  same 
order  IS  observed  in  laying  off  their  faims  as  has  been  noticed  on  river  Raisin  and  Otter  creek.  Few  or  none  of 
these  exceed  four  hundred  acres,  and  generally  fall  short  of  that  quantity.  No  disputes,  and  few  misunderstand- 
ings have  taken  place  with  respect  to  boundaries;  as  those  lines  extend  collaterally  from  the  river,  forming  each 
tract  into  a  regular  parallelogram.  The  total  amount  of  these  are  forty -three,  five  of  which  were  entered  on  and 
improved  without  authority,  in  the  year  1798.  The  claims  to  all  the  others  arise  from  a  transference  of  the  native 
right  in  the  year  1780,  at  which  time  they  were  generally  settled.  The  majority  of  the  people  are  Canadian  French, 
and  better  informed  than  those  on  the  river  Ecorce.    They  can  have  no  legal  title. 

Settlements  from  the  river  Rouge  to  the  town  of  Detroit. 
The  strait  by  which  the  waters  of  the  upper  lakes  discharge  themselves  into  lake  Erie  is  thirty  computed  miles 
from  the  latter  to  lake  Sinclair.  Few  rivers  in  the  United  States  can  vie  in  beauty  and  convenience  of  navigation 
with  this  pleasant  and  valuable  stream.  It  is  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and,  generally,  in  the  channel  four 
or  five  fathoms  in  depth.  The  detached  settlements  on  its  banks  and  its  neighborhood  have  been  already  noticed 
as  high  up  as  Rouge  or  Red  river;  two  miles  above  the  mouth  of  which  the  country  begins  to  assume  the  appearance 
of  connexion,  regularity,  and  continued  improvement.  There  are  twenty-three  farms,  all  of  which  are  at  this  time 
occupieil.  The  scarcity  of  springs  thrnughouf  this  country  has  compelled  the  people  to  bound  their  farms  in  front  by 
some  water  couise;  and  their  dwelling  houses  are,  of  necessity,  erected  on  the  banks  of  the  streams.  The  farmers 
here  are  not  an  exception  from  this  general  practice.  The  lateral  boundary  lines  extend  forty,  sixty,  and  some- 
times one  hundred  acres  back;  and  no  tract  contains  more  than  four  hundred  acres.  The  soil  was  originally  good, 
though  it  has  been  n^uch  impoverished,  and  its  strength  in  some  instances  entirely  exhausted  from  many  years' 
inattentive  cultivation.  Most  of  the  farmers  have  been  assiduously  careful  in  therearing  of  fruit  trees.  Their 
apple  orchards  are  generally  well  enclosed  with  pickets,  and  produce  fruit  and  ciderin  sufficient  abundance  for  the 
consumption  of  the  country,  and  even  for  the  supply  of  many  of  the  Canadian  settlements  to  which  they  are  ex- 
ported. 

The  houses  and  out-houses  are  tolerably  good ;  and,  although  the  country  is  level,  the  height  of  the  bank  affords  a 
commanding  prospect  for  several  miles  of  the  river  and  its  borders. 

The  titles  to  lands  in  this  settlement  are  variously  founded.  Three  are  derived  from  grants  of  the  Marquis  de 
Quisne,  French  Governor  Commandant  of  Louisiana  and  the  Canadas  in  the  year  1740;  ten  from  the  Marquis  de 
\.i  Jousvire,  vested  with  the  like  powers,  in  the  year  1750:  seven  from  Indian  deeds  of  gift  in  the  year  1771,  and 
confirmed  in  the  year  1772,  by  the  honorable  Henry  Basset,  a  British  officer,  at  that  time  commanding  the  fort;  and 
the  native  right  to  three  was  ccnveyed  by  the  Indians  in  the  year  1780.  It  \s  unprecedented;  and  I  should  conceive 
that  none  of  those  commandants  cotdd  have  had  any  legal  right  to  convey  lands  to  individuals;  consequently  their 
titles  were  originally  bad.  However,  the  length  of  their  possession,  and  that  being  peaceable,  too,  will,  no  doubt, 
vest  them  with  a  fee  simple.  Those  who  hold  simply  from  the  Indians  stand  upon  grounds  somewhat  questionable. 
Thk  town  of  Detroit. — The  charter,  which  is  for  fifteen  acres  square.'was  g'ranted  in  the  time  of  Louis  XIV. 
of  France,  and  is  now,  tioin  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  at  Quebec.  Of  those  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres,  only  four  are  occupied  by  the  town  and  fort  Lenault.  The  remainder  is  a  common,  except 
twenty-four,  which  were  added  twenty  years  ago  to  a  farm  belonging  to  William  Macomb.  As  to  the  titles  to  the 
lots  in  town,  I  should  conceive  that  the  citizens  might  legally  claim,  from  a  length  of  undisturbed  and  peaceable 
possession,  even  in  the  absence  of  a  more  valid  and  substantial  tenure.  Several  of  those  lots  are  held  by  the  com- 
manding officer  as  appendages  of  the  garrison.  A  stockade  encloses  the  town,  fort,  and  citadel.  The  pickets,  as  well 
as  the  public  houses,  are  in  a  state  of  gradual  decay,  and,  in  a  few  years,  without  repairs,  they  must  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  streets  are  narrow,  straight,  regular,  and  intersect  each  other  at  right  angles.  The  houses  are,  for  the  most 
part,  low  and  inelegant;  and  although  many  of  them  are  convenient  and  suited  to  the  occupations  of  the  people,  there 
are  perhaps  a  majority  of  them  which  require  very  considerable  reparation. 

Gros  Isle  is  generally  a  mile  wide,  and  nine  miles  in  length,  running  parallel  with  the  Western  or  United 
States  bank,  to  which  it  approaches  more  nearly  than  to  the  other.  Its  lower  end  extends  to  the  mouth  of  the 
strait,  where  it  discharges  itself  into  lake  Erie,  and  is  immediately  opposite  Maiden,  the  British  garrison  at  Ani- 
herstburg. 

This  island  is  now  cultivated  by  ten  farmers,  who  pay  an  annual  rent  to  the  estate  of  William  Macomb,  by  whom 
it  was  purchased  by  the  Indians  in  the  year  1776,  and  settled  at  that  time  or  soon  afterwards.  The  height  of  the 
situation,  the  richness  of  the  soil,  the  quantity  of  valuable  timber,  consisting  of  oak  and  hickory,  with  which  it 
abounds,  together  with  its  nearness  to  market,  obliges  me  to  believe  that  it  is  a  spot  holding  ibrth  as  many  advan- 
tages as  any  other  in  this  country. 

Adjacent  to  this  lies  Stoney  island,  held  by  the  same  tenure.  It  is  nearly  one  mile  in  length,  and  a  third  of  a 
rnile  broad,  and  rendered  of  value  only  by  a  quarry  of  lime-stone,  which  affords  the  estate  of  Macomb  a  very  con- 
siderable yearly  income,  independently  of  the  lime.  This  island  is  of  no  consideration.  It  has  but  little  timber, 
and  is  remarkable  for  a  poverty  of  soil  which  unfits  it  for  cultivation. 

HoG  Island  is  situated  in  the  strait  three  miles  above  the  town,  on  the  United  States  side  of  the  channel,  and 
contains,  by  estimation,  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  land.    The  poverty  of  the  soil  renders  it  of  but  little 


192  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [1804 

value  to  private  persons;  but,  as  public  property,  I  should  conceive  it  a  spot  of  great  national  importance,  and  highly 
eligible  for  a  garrison;  as  the  elevation  of  its  western  end  has  a  complete  command  of  the  river.  It  was  formerly 
held  as  an  appendage  of  the  garrison,  and  used  by  the  different  commandants  at  Detroit  for  cutting  fire-wood  and 
for  pasturage. 

The  oldest  and  best  informed  inhabitants  ot  this  place  have  assured  me  that  it  was  chartered  with  the  town  of 
Detroit,  and  held  by  the  garrison  until  the  year  1765,  at  which  tin-e  it  was  purchased  of  the  Indians  by  George  Mc- 
Dougall,  whose  heirs,  in  the  year  1786,  sold  it  to  William  Macomb,  in  whose  possession,  or  in  the  possession  of 
his  representatives,  it  has  since  that  time  remained. 

Having  considered  and  reported  the  situation  of  lands  settled  in  this  country  south  and  southwest  of  the  town  of 
Detroit,  and  made  some  hasty  remarks  on  the  town  itself,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  settlements  above. 

They  extend  themselves  from  the  town  to  Gros  Point,  at  the  outlet  of  lake  Sinclair  into  the  strait;  from  thence, 
on  the  borders  of  said  lake  to  Mill  river;  (hey  then  become  detached  and  irregular  as  high  up  as  the  river  Sinclair, 
through  which  lake  Huron  discharges  itself.  I  shall  observe  those  divisions,  in  order  to  give  you  a  more  clear  and 
distinct  knowledge  of  the  country  upon  which  those  settlements  have  been  made. 

Seltlernenta  on  the  Sirailfrom  the  town  to  Gros  Point. 

The  distance  is  nine  miles,  and  contains  sixty  farms,  all  of  which  are  at  this  time  occupied.  They  are  for  the 
most  part  two  acres  in  front,  by  forty  deep,  and  laid  out  in  the  same  parallel  order  as  has  been  already  remarked  in 
all  the  other  settlements.  The  situation  of  these  lands  is  low,  and  very  unhealthy,  owing  to  a  wide  marsh,  which  ex- 
tends several  miles  on  the  strait.  The  soil  is  impoverished,  and  produces  but  little.  The  buildings  which  were 
once,  c(nnparatively,  of  the  better  kind,  are  now  in  a  state  of  rapid  decline.  On  traversing  this  settlement,  no  emo- 
tions of  pleasure  are  experienced,  except  of  that  gloomy  kind  which  are  excited  by  the  contemplation  of  a  ruin. 

The  claims  to  lands  here  are  similar  to  those  below  the  town,  viz.  transfers  of  the  native  right  to  individuals;  and 
confirmations  of  those  transfcre  by  the  French  commandants  in  the  years  1740,  1750,  and  1757.  I  have  already  ex- 
pressed my  opinion  as  to  the  original  invalidity  of  those  claims,  and  the  subsequent  title  acquired  by  length  of  undis- 
turbed possession,  together  with  the  respectable  light  in  which  they  were  received  by  the  British  Government.  The 
people  are  Canadians,  with  few  exceptions. 

Settlement  on  Lake  Sinclair  from  Gros  Point  to  Milk  Fiver. 

This  settlement  is  six  miles  in  length,  and  contains  twenty-four  fiirms,  with  a  front  on  the  lake  of  from  three  to 
five  acres,  and  an  extent  back  of  forty  acres.  The  face  of  the  country  is  level,  though  the  situation  is  high  and  com- 
manding; and  possesses,  from  its  elevation,  a  pleasant  and  extensive  view  of  lake  Sinclair  and  its  banks.  The  soil 
is  dark,  rich,  and  strong,  and  extremely  favorable  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat.  Art  here  has  done  but  little,  and 
even  less  than  that  little  which  nature  had  left  her  to  do;  for  the  Canadian  settlers  are  very  indolent;  of  course,  very 
poor,  and  consequently  very  wretched.  Perhaps,  on  a  barren  soil,  necessity  would  have  been  an  incitement  to  in- 
dustry, the  natural  or  rather  the  legitimate  parent  of  affluence. 

'hie  tenure  by  which  these  people  hold  their  farms  are  of  two  kinds.  Four  of  them  may  be  denominated  French 
titles.  The  remaining  twenty  are  derived  from  the  Indians,  perhaps  by  purchase,  in  the  year  1783,  at  which  time 
they  were  settled. 

Settlement  from  Milk  River  to  River  Huron. 

Milk  River  is  so  inconsiderable  a  rivulet,  and  rendered,  from  its  particular  situation,  so  very  unimportant,  that 
I  shall  not  waste  my  time,. nor  tire  your  patience,  with  its  description.  From  its  mouth  to  river  Huron  istvvelve 
„)ijes — less  calculated  for  a  settlement  than  any  other  I  have  seen  in  this  country.  It  is  low,  flat,  and  marshy. 
These  disadvantages,  combined  with  its  unhealthful  effluvia,  from  obstacles  which  neither  the  industry  nor  the  per- 
severance of  the  agriculturalist  will  be  able  to  surmount.  There  are,  nevertheless,  thirty  settlers  on  this  tract, 
notwithstanding  its  apparent  destitution  of  the  advantages  of  soil,  situation,  and  market.  These  people  came  into 
possession  in  the  year  1797,  without  authority,  even  from  the  Indians.  Their  divisional  lines  are  marked  by  them- 
selves; and  they  are  ignorant  of  the  number  of  acres  contained  in  the  respective  farms.  This  settlement,  however, 
piissesses  that  regularity  which  is  so  remarkable  in  this  country.  The  farmers  are  as  poor  as  they  are  unfortunate 
in  the  choice  of  their  situation.     All  of  them  are  Canadians. 

The  river  Huron  is  discharged  into  lake  Sinclair  twenty-seven  miles  above  Detroit,  and  eighteen  above  the 
strait.  The'sameness  observable  in  many  parts  of  this  country  compels  me  to  fall  into  a  monotony  of  expression 
whicii  will  be  to  you  fatiguing;  yet,  simple  truth  must  be  preferred  to  every  other  consideration.  The  river  is  a 
gentle,  narrow  stream,  navigable  for  boats  thirty  miles  above  its  mouth.  The  settlements  exteml  up  the  river  nine 
miles,  and  contain  thirty-four  families  in  preselit  occupancy,  laid  off  as  those  on  the  river  Raisin,  with  this  difference, 
that  they  have  by  purvey  no  fixed  or  determinate  rear  boundaries,  each  tract  extending  back  from  the  river  or  front 
boundary  to  a  bog  at  the  distance  of  forty  or  fifty  acres.  This  land  is  level,  and  the  soil  is  dark  and  rich,  laboring 
under  no  inconvenience  from  too  great  a  quantity  of  water.  It  is  tolerably  well  timbered:  hickory,  oak,  and  elm, 
are  most  observable.  Some  of  the  people  are  agreeably  situated;  but,  in  general,  they  are  poor  in  the  extreme, 
owing  to  that  indolence  and  want  ot  skill  in  agriculture,  which  so  canspicuously  mark  the  Canadian  character  in 
this  country.  All  the  settlers  are  of  this  description  except  four,  who  are  Englishmen  of  industry  and  enterprise. 
Twenty  of  those  farms  were  purchased  of  the  Indians,  and  settled  in  the  year  1788;  ten  in  the  years  1793,  1795 
and  1796;  and  four  in  the  year  1800,  without  authority  of  any  kind. 

From  the  river  Huron  to  Sinclair  river,  the  distance,  following  the  circuitous  margin  of  the  lake,  is  fifteen  miles. 
With  respect  to  the  intermediate  space,  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  some  observations.  The  first  and  most  im- 
portant subject  relative  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  is  a  salt  spring,  on  a  small  stream,  four  miles  east  of 
river  Huron,  and  three  miles  up  the  said  stream,  from  the  lake.  From  experiments  which  have  been  made,  I  am 
justified  in  saying  that  this  spring  deserves  the  public  attention.  It  was  wrought  some  time  by  a  couple  of  men,  who, 
owing  to  their  want  of  capital,  were  incapable  of  conducting  the  business  on  an  advantageous  plan.  By  those  men  I 
have  been  assured,  that  a  quart  of  water  did  with  them  turn  out  one  gill  of  salt;  and  in  all  their  trials  with  greater 
quantities  it  never  failed  to  produce  in  the  like  proportion.  There  is  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  for  the  supply 
of  works  to  any  extent. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  this  spring  is  claimed  by  a  mercantile  house,  under  the  firm  pf  Meldrum 
and  Parks;  the  particulars  of  which  claim,  1  considered  as  unworthy  of  investigation,  well  knowing  it  must  have 
been  recently  obtained  from  the  Indians.  'Plie  lands  about  the  spring  are  rich  and  favorable  for  tillage,  particularly 
for  the  cultivation  of  wheat.  Those  extending  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sinclair  are  rather  too  low  and  marshy. 
Two  Canadian  families  have,  notwithstanding,  settled  on  thein,  who  took  possession  of  the  spots  they  respectively 
occupy  in  the  year  1801. 

Point  O'Trambi.e.  From  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sinclair,  six  miles  up,  are  twelve  farms,  that  front  the  river  in 
the  usual  manner,  from  three  to  four  and  five  acres,  and  forty  back,  none  exceeding  in  quantity  two  hundred  and 
forty.  This  land  differs  from  the  face  of  this  country  generally.  Its  soil  possesses  every  mark  of  poverty;  sandy 
and  low  in  the  extreme.  Nothing  exists  to  recommend  this  settlement,  except  its  bordering  on  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful rivers  in  the  Western  world. 

The  only  pretension  those  people  have  to  their  farms  is  derived  from  a  simple  possession,  taken  obtrusively,  in 
the  years  1780,  1785,  and  1790.  They  are  all  Canadians.  From  this  settlement,  for  twelve  miles  up  the  river,  not 
a  vestige  of  a  house  can  be  seen,  owing,  I  suppose,  to  its  being  for  that  distance  a  perfect  barren;  when  you  are  sud- 
denly and  agreeably  surprised  with  the  presentation  of  a  number  of  fertile  and  well  improved  farms,  edging  the  river, 
for  the  extent  of  ten  miles,  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  farms,  novy  under  cultivation,  and  laid  ofi"  on  the  river,  as 
other  settlements  in  this  country;  with  this  difference,  that  the  claimants  extend  their  farms  ten  and  twenty  acres  in 
front  of  the  river,  and,  in  two  instances,  from  forty-five  to  fifty,  all  running  back  to  one  rear  line,  which  is,  by  survey, 
forty  acres. 
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Three  thousand  seven  hundred  ;iiid  fifty-nine  acres  of  this  land  were  purchased  of  the  Indians  by  Patrick  Sin- 
clair, British  Commandant  at  Fort  Sinclair,  in  the  year  17C5,  who  held  it  until  the  year  1782:  during  that  time  de- 
riving from  it  a  considerable  profit  as  a  pinery.  In  the  year  1782,  lie  left  this  country,  and  gave  it,  by  deed  of  gift, 
tea  Canadian  by  the  name  of  Vatiren,  who  sold  it  in  the  year  1784,  by  the  auctioneer  at  public  sale,  at  which  time. 
Meldrum  and  Parks,  a  mercantile  house  of  this  country,  became  the  purchasers,  who  have  since  that  period  claimed 
it  as  their  property,  and  erected  upon  it  valuable  improvements.  There  are,  notwithstanding,  five  farmers  upon  it, 
besides  the  tenant  of  Meldrum  and  Parks,  who  forcibly  settled  the  larms'!hey  severally  occupy,  in  the  year  1800. 
The  other  nineteen  farmers  claim  under  Indian  deeds  in  the  years  1780  and  1782. 

The  river  Sinclair  is  in  length  forty-five  miles,  and,  in  beauty  and  convenience  of  navigation,  preferable  to  Detroit, 
though  it  is  not  quite  as  wide.     Such  is  its  transparency,  that  the  eye  can  distinguish,  at  its  bottom,  in  fifteen  feet 
water,  the  most  minute  object.     In  it  there  are  no  shoals,  and  in  depth,  generally  five  and  six  fathoms- 
I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  JOUETT,  Indian  agent,  Detroit. 


8th  Congress.]  No.   98.  '  [1st  Session. 


REVISION    OF    THE    LAWS    FOR   THE    SALE    OF    LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   FEB.  22,    1804. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  from  the  committee  who  were  directed  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  several 
acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  Public  Lands,"  in  the  manner  proposed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
17th  instant,  made  the  following  report: 

That,  in  their  opinion,  an  additional  compensation  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  several  commissioners,  and  to 
the  surveyor,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  and  that  further  time  ought  to  be 
allowed  for  laying  claims  before  the  registers  of  the  land  offices  in  the  Mississippi  territory. 

They  are,  likewise,  of  opinion  that  no  additional  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
lands  in  the  said  territory; 

That  no  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  such  parts  of  the  aforesaid  act  as  provide  for  laying  out  the  public  lands 
in  townships  and  sections; 

That  no  reduction  in  the  price  and  quantity  of  land  ought  to  be  made  in  favor  of  those  settlers,  who  hold  under 
the  third  section  of  that  act; 

That  it  is  not  expedient  to  exempt  from  a  re-survey  such  tracts  of  land  as  are  held  by  titles  legally  and  fully 
executed,  or  such  tracts  the  quantities  of  which  are  already  ascertained,  and  the  titles  to  which  are  confirmed  by 
the  act  aforesaid;  and 

That  an  act  of  Congress  is  not  necessary  to  legalize  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  for  the  district  east  of 
Pearl  river,  in  consequence  of  their  not  having  met  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December  last. 

The  following  resolutions  are  respectfully  submitted: 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  compensation  ought  to  be  made  to  the  several  commissioners,  and  to  the  surveyor 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  tne  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Resolved,  That  further  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  laying  claims  before  the  Registers  of  the  land  offices  in  the 
Mississippi  territory. 


8th  CoNGRKss.]  JVo.   99.  [lat  Session. 

FRAUDULENT    PRACTICES    IN    ACQUIRING    LANDS    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    CONGRESS,    FEBRUARY   29,    1804. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States:  * 

I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  a  letter  stating  certain  fraudulent  practices  for  monopolizing 
lands  in  Louisiana,  which  may,  perhaps,  require  legislative  provisions. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

February  29,  1804. 


Kaskaskia,  loth  January,  1804. 
Sir: 

The  Attorney  General  of  the  Indiana  territory,  who,  a  few  days  since,  visited  the  Louisiana  side,  has  given 
me  some  information  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate. 

Attempts  are  no^y  making  to  defrautf  the  United  States.    As  nearly  as  can  be  estiinated,  two  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land,  including  all  the  best  mines,  have  been  surveyed  to  various  individuals  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks 

past.    All  the  official  papers,  relative  to  these  lands,  bear  the  signature  of  M. ,  the  predecessor  of  the  present 

Lieutenant  Governor.  He  now  commands  a  Spanish  garrison  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans.  To  under- 
stand the  nature  of  this  fraudulent  transaction,  it  will  oe  necessary  to  state  the  mode  of  acquiring  titles.  The 
settler  applies  to  the  commandant  by  way  of  petition,  and  prays  a  grant  of  certain  lands  described  by  him.  At  the 
bottom,  or  on  the  back  of  the  same  petition,  the  commandant  accedes  to  the  prayer,  and  directs  the  surveyor  to  run 
out  the  lands  prayed  for.  This  petition  and  order,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  surveyor,  entitle  actual 
settlers  to  grants  on  application  to  the  proper  officer  at  New  Orleans.  But  the  fact  seems  to  be  that  the  great  body 
of  the  people  have  no  other  title  to  their  lands  than  what  results  from  their  original  petitions,  orders,  and  surveys. 
Very  few  of  them  have  taken  the  trouble  to  procure  giants.  Under  these  circumstances,  they  seem  to  have  an 
equitable  claim  to  their  lands,  and  really  expect  a  confirmation  of  thein  by  the  United  States.  This  state  of  things 
has  suggested  the  possibility  of  a  successful  fraud;  and  the  progress  of  it  will  probably  turn  out  to  be  this:    M. 
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(who,  when  commandant,  was  certainly  authorized  to  cause  surveys  of  land  to  be  made  to  settlers)  has  been  pre- 
vailed (in  to  put  his  signature  to  blank  papers;  to  suffer  some  persons  in  this  quarter  to  insert  the  necessary  petition 
and  order  ot  survey  over  it,  and  to  affix  the  necessary  dates.  The  persons  concerned  in  this  transaction  probably 
expect  that,  as  tlie  dates  of  these  spurious  papers  are  confounded  with  those  of  a  just  nature,  our  Government  can- 
not, or  will  not,  attempt  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other.  It  is  now  about  five  years  since  M. was  com- 
mandant of  Upper  Louisiana,  to  which  time  these  papers  appear  to  be  antedated.  Extensive  surveys  have  been 
made,  and  are  now  making,  under  his  orders;  and  many  of  them  to  persons  who  have  not  resided  two  years  in  the 
country.  It  is  also  understood  that  each  purchaser  gives  forty  dollars  for  every  one  hundred  or  four  hundred  acres, 
and  that  this  sum  is  divided  between  three  persons,  the  projectors  of  the  speculation. 
I  am,  with  sentiments  of  high  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

AMOS  STODDARD,  Capt.  Corps  of  Artillerists. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 


8th  Congress.]  ]Vo.    100.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM    TO   LAND    ADJOINING   NATCHEZ. 

COMMVNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES,    ON  TKE   IOtH    OF  MARCH,    1804. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  26th  of  January,  the  petition  of  William 
Dunbar,  of  the  Mississippi  territory  of  the  United  States;  and  to  whom  was  re-committed,  on  the  od  of  February 
last,  the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Assistants  of  the  city  of  Natchez,  in  the  said  Mississippi  terri- 
tory, together  with  the  report  of  a  select  committee  thereon,  made  the  following  report: 

That  it  appears  there  are,  in  the  city  of  Natchez,  two  lots,  with  a  building,  which  is  used  at  present  for  public 
purposes;  and  there  is,  adjacent  to  the  city,  withm  the  prescribed  limits  of  it,  (m  the  side  next  the  river,  a  piece  of 
land  of  about  twenty-three  acres;  which  lots  and  land  are  at  present  out  of  regular  possession  by  any  one,  and  form 
the  object  of  these  petitions.  The  city  claims  both  the  land  and  tiie  lots,  without  exhibiting  any  regular  evidence  ot 
title  to  either,  while  William  Dunbar  claims  the  former  upon  a  Spanish  grant.  These  contending  claims  do  not,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  come  regularly  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  established  by  an 
act  of  Congress  for  settling  certain  enumerated  descriptions  of  land  claims  in  the  Mississippiterritory  of  the  United 
States.  Tne  lots  and  land  in  question  appear  to  be  the  same  which,  being  deemed  unappropriated,  and  considered 
as  having  passed,  or  been  restored  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  friendship,  &c.  with  Spain,  in  pursuance  of 
which  the  place  was  relinquished  to  them,  were,  by  the  twelfth  section  of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  ot  Tennessee,"  directed,  if  truly  the  property  of  the  United  States,  to  be  located  for  the 
use  of  Jefferson  college.  These  small  pieces  of  land  constitute  part  of  a  large  tract  which  had  been  granted  many 
years  before  the  treaty,  to  an  individual,  by  patent  from  the  Spanish  Government:  of  which  tract,  alter  it  had  been 
improved,  and  had  passed  through  the  hands  of  several  different  proprietors,  a  considerable  portion  was  re-purchased 
by  the  Government  of  the  district,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings,  and  of  establishing  the  town  of  Natchez, 
which  was  accordingly  laid  off  thereon.  The  whole  of  this  land  is  now  in  possession  of  individuals,  either  as  town 
lots  or  out  lots,  except  the  two  town  lots  now  in  question,  with  three  others  of  inconsiderable  value,  according  to  the 
petition  of  the  city;  of  course  not  tit  for  such  a  purpose  as  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  and  perhaps  a  fraction  of 
a  fourth  also  unfit,  and  the  out  piece  of  land  claimed  by  William  Dunbar.  His  claim  rests  upon  agrant  of  Governor 
Gayoso,  dated  19th  of  April,  1797.  The  application  upon  which  the  grant  was  made,  treats  the  land  in  question  as  the 
private  property  of  the  King  of  Spain  and  denies  it  to  be  part  of  the  public  domain;  while  the  grant  itself,  although 
it  does  not  abandon  this  latter  view,  strives,  as  does  also  an  explanatory  communication  from  the  claimant  to  tlie 
former  committee,  to  blend  therewith  some  private  right  in  the  Governor  himself,  which  creates  much  confusion  in 
the  view  of  the  foundation  of  the  claim.  But  this  last  ground  not  being  supported  by  any  mention  of  a  title  on  the 
part  of  tile  Governor,  in  his  private  capacity,  and  being  absolutely  incompatible  with  the  others,  the  committee  have 
no  hesitation  in  passing  it  over.  With  respect  to  the  other  ground  of  claim,  that  this  piece  of  land  was  the  privnte 
property  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  was  granted  as  such  by  the  Governor,  the  committee  could  not  fail  to  observe, 
at  once,  that  this  is  absolutely  incompatible,  to  its  view,  with  the  acknowledgment,  that  the  whole  land  was  pui- 
chased  with  the  public  money,  and  appropriated  for  public  buildings  and  a  town;  that  is,  with  the  funds  of  the  dis- 
trict, for  a  use  arising  out  of  the  district  itself;  and  that  this  part  of  it  was  granted  to  William  Dunbar,  as  compensa- 
tion for  public  services  rendered  to  the  district.  The  committee  cannot  see  how  this  land,  purchased  for  the  pur- 
pose mentioned,  should,  afterwards,  the  necessity  for  its  application  to  that  purpose  still  existing,  become  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  royal  family  of  Spain;  or  how  the  Governor  could  make  a  grant  of  such  private  property,  as  com- 
pensation for  public  services,  without  special  peVmission,  which,  from  the  dates  of  the  application  and  grant,  could 
not  have  been  obtained.  The  land,  therefore,  must  be  considered  as  re-annexed  to  the  public  domain,  after  the  pur- 
chase by  the  Government;  and,  accordingly,  it  appears,  thata  very  great  part  of  it  has  been  re-granted  to  individuals. 
Us  such,  before  the  treaty.  The  ungranted  part  must  certainly  have  passed  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty,  and 
could  not  be  legitimately  granted  after  the  date  of  it  by  a  Spanish  Governor.  Nor  can  it  be  admitted,  even  if  the 
term  "  withdraw  settlements,"  used  in  the  treaty  was  intended  to  signify  the  right  of  disposing  of  all  improved  lands 
for  the  benefit  of  the  private  holders,  that,  under  it,  lands  still  held  by  the  Government  could  be  so  disposed  of;  such 
being  always  deemed  the  property  of  the  acquiring  nation.  The  committee,  therefore,  regretting  the  loss  of  com- 
pensation for  important  services,  which  a  meritorious  subject  is  likely  to  undergo,  and  hoping  the  pnerosity  of  the 
Spanish  Government  will  not  suffer  such  services  to  go  in  this  way  unrewarded,  pronounces  that  the  claim  of  Wil- 
liam Dunbar  cannot,  in  their  opinion,  uponany  of  the  grounds  adduced,  be  sustained.  Up(m  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing a  liberal  policy  on  this  occasion,  and  making  that  compensation  from  other  lauds  of  the  United  States,  through 
respect  for  the  King  of  Spain,  and  in  consideration  that  these  services  were  rendered  to  the  district  of  Natchez,  in 
a  great  measure,  not  very  long  before  the  relinquishment,  by  a  person  at  present  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
reflecting  lustre  on  his  adopted  country,  by  his  profound  science  and  great  public  worth,  and  that  the  United 
States  reaped  the  benefit  of  that  part  of  them,  it  is  not  within  the  province  allotted  this  committee  to  give  an  opinion. 
The  object  of  the  petition  of  the  corporation  of  Natchez  is  to  procure  a  grant  from  the  United  States  of  the  lots  and 
the  piece  of  land  in  question,  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  city.  No  legal  title,  on  the  part  of  the  city,  is 
pretended.  It  appears,  however,  with  respect  to  the  piece  of  land,  that  it  has  all  along  been  considered  as  destined 
for  the  common  ground  of  the  city,  and  that  this  consideration  had  its  influence  in  enhancing  the  price  of  the  city 
lots  to  many  of  their  present  holders.  The  two  lots  in  question  seem  indispensable  to  the  city,  being  the  only  fit 
situations  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  which  are  not  in  possession  ot  private  persons,  and  being  actually  the 
most  fit  of  all  within  it  for  that  purpose.  Their  peculiar  fitness,  and  the  reservation  of  them  after  the  alienation  of 
all  the  others,  (with  the  exception  of  three  indifferent  ones,  and  the  fraction  of  a  fourth,  before  mentioned^  give 
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strong  grounds  to  believe  that  they  were  really  destined  for  this  use  by  the  Spanish  Government.     They  vere  for- 
mally relinquished  by  it  to  the  United  States.    The  citizens  of  Natchez,  have  always  had  reason  to  believe  that  they 
werepermanently  allotted  for  some  public  use  to  their  city,  cither  civil  or  religious,  by  the  Spanish  Government. 
The  committee,  reflecting  on  the  peculiar  local  situation  of  this  infant  city,  cannot  avoid  considering  its  prosperity 
as  a  matter  of  some  national  importance.     The  Mississippi  must  soon  become  the  greatest  highway  on  the  earth.  Its 
long  arms  extended  in  every  direction  throughout  the  greatest  and  most  valuable  portions  o?  tlie  globe,  which  are 
united  by  any  natural  cause,  all,  with  a  single  exception,  concenter  above  this  place.    The  diffusion  of  American 
principles  and  American  arts  through  all  the  wide  space  it  embraces;  the  occupancy  of  this  whole  fertile  surface  by 
American  citizens,  is  now  ensured  beyond  all  risk.    The  immense  wealth  which  will  be  produced  by  the  industry 
and  ingenuity  of  those  citizens,  with  the  aid  of  soils  superior  to  all,  and  climate?  inferior  to  none  on  the  earth  must 
with  the  exception  mentioned,  be  carried  for  the  purpose  of  exchange  along  this  highuay.    The  city  of  Natchez  is 
an  inn  established  upon  it  in  a  chosen  spot.    There,  the  thousands  of  American  citizens,  engaged  in  the  transporta- 
tion, and  the  superintendence  of  the  transportation  of  that  wealth,  with  great  numbers  of  the  owners  of  it    will  stop 
for  refreshment  and  for  rest.    Before  many  years,  the  margin  of  the  river  at  this  place  will,  perhaps,  be  constantly 
fringed  with  boats,  and  its  banks  be  covered  with  American  citizens,  the  navigators  of  them.    There  is  a  narrow 
strip  of  land,  at  present  the  property  of  the  United  States,  which  extends  very  nearly  along  the  whole  front  of  the 
city  upon  the  river,  and  separates  the  buildings  of  it  by  a  convenient  distance  from  the  water.    This  the  city  asks 
as  a  boon  from  the  Government,  that  it  may  preserve  it  as  an  open  space,  next  the  water,  for  the  joint  accommodation 
of  the  citizens,  and  those  strangers  when  they  land.    If  they  are  denied  this  boon,  the  buildings  will  quickly  extend 
to  the  water's  edge;  where,  otherwise,  only  a  few  scattered  store-houses  for  the  temporary  shelter  of  passin"  wealth 
would  be  admitted.    Of  this,  dreadful  insalubrity  must  be  the  certain  consequence.    Scientific  observation    and 
mehancholy  experience  in  the  great  maritime  cities  of  the  United  States,  have  demonstrated  that  the  germ  of  pesti- 
lence, if  not  always  engendered,  at  least  always  deyolopes  first  in  the  dense  and  stagnant  air  of  those  streets  and 
buildings  which  lie  nearest  the  water.    Thence,  if  favored  by  the  seasons,  it  quickly  spreads  through  the  whole  pe- 
culiar factitious  atmosphere  of  the  city.    It  may  reasonably  be  expected  that,  if  only  a  single  row  of  unconnected 
buildings,  next  the  water,  was  sufft;red,  and  a  due  interval  of  free  and  unconfined  air  scrupulously  maintained  be- 
tween that  row  and  the  main  body  of  the  city,  this  tremendous  agent  of  human  misery  might  be  stifietl  in  its  birth,  its 
advances  stopped,  and  its  progress  completely  prevented.  An  occasion  oftersitself  to  the  Government  of  the  Uni'ted 
States  to  make  this  important  experiment  in  the  city  of  Natchez  at  this  time.    Nor  ought  the  extreme  distance  of 
the  result  to  produce  an  indifference  towards  the  experiment,  since  it  embraces  such  a  serious  national  object  as  the 
probable  prevention,  in  one  chance  at  least,  of  tlie  greatest  physical  ill  which  can  possibly  befall  this  nation — pestilen- 
tial contagion.    The  day  cannot  be  very  distant  on  which,  if  pestilence  arises  in  Natchez,  it  may  ramify  itself  with 
the  wide  spread  arms  of  the  Mississippi,  through  the  vitals  of  the  Union.     To  provide  for  this  experiment  nothing  is 
requisite  but  to  grant  this  strip  of  land  to  the  city  of  Natchez,  on  condition  that  it  shall  be  preserved  forever  as  a 
public  ground  for  the  health,  comfort,  and  enjoyment  of  all  citizens  and  strangers,  indiscriminately;  and  shall  never 
be  built  on,  or  cultivated;  but,  on  the  contrary,  shall  be  disposed  into  public  walks  and  lawns,  and  planted  with 
trees,  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation,  and  so  maintained  by  it  as  long  as  it  exists.    The  only  obstacle  to  this  dona- 
tion is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  very  easily  removable,  without  injustice  to  any  party.  The  interest  of  Jeffer- 
son college  cannot  be  injured  by  the  revocation  of  the  grant  to  it  of  these  city  lots  and  small  piece  of  land,  if  a  full 
equivalent  in  other  valuable  lands  within  the  Mississippi  territory  be  assigned  it  in  lieu  thereof.    Such  the  United 
States  possess  there,  in  a  quantity  which  cannot  all  be  disposed  of  to  purchasers  in  a  great  length  of  time;  certainly 
not  before  the  population  of  the  territory  has  become  so  considerable  as  to  make  public  instruction  within  it  an  ob- 
ject of  high  national  importance.    A  fund  of  this  kind,  too,  if  wisely  managed  hy  judicious  grants  of  long  leases  to 
men  unable  to  purchase,  who  may  be  found  in  great  numbers  in  all  the  States,  wdling  to  move  thither  on  such  terms, 
will  not  only  give  some  certain  annual  revenue  to  the  college  very  soon,  but  will  increase  with  the  growth  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  keep  pace  in  productiveness  with  its  wants. 

The  committee,  having  thus  endeavored  to  estimate  all  the  different  claims,  and  having  weighed  all  considerations; 
moreover,  having  just  learned  that  no  patents  have  yet  issued  to  Jefferson  college  for  the  lots  and  land  in  question, 
but  that  means  are  using  by  the  trustees  of  that  institution  to  obtain  them  with  all  speed,  that  a  disposition  may  be 
made  of  the  property  immediately,  which  will  entirely  defeat  the  salutary  views,  with  regard  to  the  city,  it  enter- 
tains; begs  leave  to  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  so  much  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  entitled 
"  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,"  as  directs  the  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  territory  to  locate  lots  in  the  city  of  Natchez,  and  a 
piece  of  land  adjoining  thereto,  (if  the  property  of  the  United  States)  for  the  use  of  Jefferson  college,  be  suspended 
until  further  order  be  taken  thereon  by  Congress. 


Natchez,  \1th  December,  1803. 
Gentlemen: 

I  have  observed,  by  the  printed  journals  of  Congress,  that  a  petition  has  been  presented  from  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Natchez,  praying  that  Congress  will  confirm  to  the  petitioners  the  title  of  such  lots  and  land  as 
may  be  found  vacant  within  the  present  limits  thereof;  which  petition  has  been  referred  to  you,  gentlemen,  in  com- 
mittee; and  being  informed  thati  last  week  private  testimony  of  an  ex  parte  nature  was  procured  and  sent  on  in  sup- 
port of  the  petition,  it  appears  to  be  my  duty  to  bring  forward  the  following  circumstances,  which  ought  to  be  made 
known  to  Congress,  in  order  that  they  may  be  more  fully  enabled  to  judge  of  the  propriety  or  iijnpropriety  of  grant- 
ing the  prayer  of  the  petition  at  the  present  juncture. 

Two  lots  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  adjoining  the  city  of  Natchez,  were  granted  for  the  use  of  Jefferson  college, 
by  Congress,  at  their  last  session,  to  be  located  by  the  Governor.  If  this  has  been  done,  it  will  be  found  that  pro- 
bably not  an  inch  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  town  remains  unclaimed,  under  some  species  of  title,  upon  wliich 
the  commissioners  of  land  titles  are  now  preparing  to  decide.  The  corporation  has  presumed  to  decide  for  itself, 
that  certain  titles  to  lands  or  lots  within  the  liberties  of  the  city  are  illegal;  and  upon  such  presumption  is  founded 
their  petition.  It  is  certain  that  no  title  to  lands  within  this  territory  can  be  called  legal  until  it  shall  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  commissioners;  and  as  there  are  contained  at  least  two  thousand  acres  of  the  most  precious  land  of 
the  country  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  it  must  be  altogether  uncertain  what  would  be  the  extent  of  the  solicited 
donation.  It  is  presumed  that  the  above  information  being  duly  stated.  Congress  will  see  the  impropriety  of  taking 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  decisions  which,  by  law,  are  submitted  to  their  investigation  and  judgment", 
more  particularly  upon  an  ex  parte  representation,  by  which  injustice  would  be  done  to  individuals  who  are  now 
patiently  waiting  the  decision  of  the  commissioners. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c. 

WILLIAM  DUNBAR. 

Messrs.  Lattimore,  Alston,  and  Stedman. 


Natchez,  31i/  December,  1803. 
Gentlemen: 

I  took  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  a  fe\*  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  the  petition  of  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Natchez,  addressed  to  Congress,  soliciting  a  donation  of  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  said  city.  At  that 
time  I  considered  the  petition  to  be  of  a  general  nature,  but  have  since  discovered,  notwithstanding  the  secrecy  with 
which  measures  are  conducted,  that  they  have  made  a  covert  attack  against  myself  within  the  walls  of  Congress, 
hoping  to  obtain,  by  surprise,  an  object  upon  a  partial  view  of  testimony,  but  carefully  concealing  circumstances,  th« 
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simple  knowledge  of  which  must  defeat  their  expectations,  and  which  an  uprightness  of  conduct  ought  certainly  to 
have  revealed.  Self-defence  calls  upon  me  to  bring  to  your  view  such  matters  as  are  necessary  to  throw  light  upon 
this  subject.  It  appears  that  the  corporation  covets  a  certain  lot  of  land  adjoining  to  their  town,  for  which  they  know 
that  1  hold  a  title,  derived  from  the  last  Spanish  Governor  of  Natchez;  but  as  this  title  is  of  a  peculiar  nature,  unlike 
to  any  other  in  the  territory,  it  appears  doubtful  to  certain  members  of  the  corporation  whether  the  commissioners 
are  fully  authorized,  under  the  existing  laws,  to  confirm  this  title,  although  it  is  not  doubted  that  Congress  would, 
in  this  case,  give  relief.  This  presents  a  tine  opportunity  for  seizing  the  prize,  by  obtainitig  from  Congress,  by  sur- 
prise, a  grant  of  the  lot  in  question,  hoping  that,  should  the  commissioners  not  confirm  my  title,  they  might  thus  cut 
me  off  trom  all  future  relief;  and,  in  order  to  attain  this  favorite  object,  they  have,  collecting  from  sources  of  their 
own  selection,  evidence  that  a  Spanish  Governor  (whose  will  is  one  thing  to-day  and  another  to-morrow)  had  been 
heard  to  say  that  the  lot  in  question,  commonly  called  the  Green,  was  destined  as  a  common  for  the  use  of  the  town, 
and  perhaps  much  more,  of  which  I  am  ignorant;  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  no  document  exists  to  justify  this 
idea.  The  last  evidence  they  have  called  for  is  a  declaration  of  Major  Stephen  Minor,  to  which  I  am  told  he  has 
subscribed  his  name.  This  certainly  is  one  of  the  most  respectable  they  could  obtain;  this  gentleman  was  Aid- 
Major  of  the  post  of  Natchez,  and  attended  the  Governor,  officially,  almost  perpetually,  and  was  certainly  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  his  motives  and  actions  than  any  one  here,  his  Secretary  only  excepted,  who  is  a  Span- 
iard, and  is  gone  by  the  way  of  the  United  States  to  Spain.  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  being  at  this  time  at  Philadel- 
phia, or  perhaps  at  the  city  of  Washington;  he  is  a  very  respectable  person,  speaks  English  tolerably  well,  and  his 
name  is  Don  Joseph  Vidal.  But  to  return  to  the  declaration  of  Major  Minor;  a  friend  has  obtained  forme  a  cor- 
rect copy  of  it,  and  it  proves  to  be  so  little  favorable  to  their  views,  that  I  rather  doubt  its  befng  forwarded  to  you. 
I  shall,  however,  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  it  for  your  perusal,  pledging  my  honor  for  its  correctness.  It 
is  almost  unnecessary" to  remark,  that  the  evidence  of  this  gentleman  is  more  to  be  considered  than  a  score  of  vague 
declarations,  picked  up  at  random,  from  which  the  most  favorable  only  are  selected. 

My  title  to  the  lot  in  question  stands  upon  the  following  ground:  Atra,ct  of  land  wasgranted,by  patent,  to  an  in- 
dividual by  the  Spanish  Government;  this  land  was  sold  by  the  first  to  a  second  individual,  and  considerable  im- 
provements made  thereon;  the  Spanish  Government  purchased  three  hundred  acres  of  thi?  tract,  with  the  view  to 
erect  public  buildings,  and  establish  a  town;  a  church  was  built,  and  a  small  town  laid  off,  and  on  another  part  of 
the  land  Governor  Gayoso  cawsed  a  large  building  to  be  erected  for  his  own  residence,  at  his  private  expense;  but 
Ijefore  it  was  finished  it  was  blown  down  by  a  hurricane,  and  the  Governor  then  found  it  more  convenient  to  rent  a 
house  for  the  use  of  Government,  in  which  he  continued  afterwards  to  reside.  Some  time  before  the  withdrawing 
of  the  Spanish  troops  I  applied  to  Governor  Gayoso  for  a  compensation  of  various  unsatisfied  servicesj  the  Governor 
proposed  land;  I  observed  that  we  had  lately  heard  of  the  confirmation  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  and  that,  consequently,  no  Spanish  grant  above  31°  lat.  would  be  legal,  and  that  a  grant  below  would  not 
suit  my  purpose,  as  I  intended  to  continue  my  residence  at  Natchez;  he  assented  to  the  justness  of  the  observation, 
but  observed  that  this  objection  did  not  hold  against  the  land  adjoining  the  town  of  Natchez,  which  was  no  part  of 
the  King's  domain,  but  being  an  ancient  grant  much  improved,  and  purchased  by  the  money  of  Government, 
stood  in  a  different  point  of  view;  that,  by  treaty,  both  parties  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  settlements;  and  if  that 
expression  had  any  meaning  at  all,  it  must  imply  the  right  of  selling  or  disposing  of  settlements,  which  could  in  no 
other  way  be  withdrawn  for  the  benefit  of  the  holder;  that,  moreover,  he  (the  Governor)  possessed  a  private  right 
by  virtue  of  the  building  he  had  caused  to  be  erected  with  a  view  to  his  own  residence,  and  with  the  permission  and 
approbation  of  the  General  Government  of  the  province  of  Louisiana;  that,  therefore,  he  would  convey  to  me  this 
lot,  including  his  own  right,  in  the  double  capacity  of  Governor  and  private  proprietor.  I  was  convinced  by  the 
Governor's  arguments,  and  accepted  of  a  patent  for  twenty-six  acres  of  land,  in  consideration  of  an  account  of  ser- 
vices to  a  considerable  amount. 

An  example,  if  wanted,  may  be  drawn  from  the  annals  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  my  claim.  It  appears 
(as  I  am  informed)  that  when  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  annulled  the  right  of  the  proprietors  over  the  public  domain 
of  that  State,  her  sense  of  justice  confirmed  to  the  family  of  the'Penns  (notwithstanding  their  adherence  to  Jie  ene- 
mies of  the  republic)  all  their  manors,  and  every  inch  of  land  which  had  been  separated  from  the  domain  by  any  public 
act,  and  although  in  the  possession  of  the  proprietor,  was  held  sacred,  as  a  private  property.  Will  the  United  States 
be  less  just  or  less  magnanimous  than  an  individual  State.'  Will  they  refuse  to  a  friendly  Power  the  right  of  com- 
pensating one  of  their  servants,  by  conveying  to  him  their  right  to  a  pittance  of  land,  which  has  so  long  been  a  pri- 
vate property,  and  purchased  by  the  money  of  Government?    I  would  suppose  not. 

I  presume,  gentlemen,  that  the  abyve  mentioned  circumstances  will  convince  you  that  I  possess  a  very  strong, 
equitable,  and,  most  probably,  a  legal  right  to  the  lot  in  question.  Under  your  protection,  I  will  flatter  myself  with 
the  hope  that  no  act  of  Congress  will  be  passed  infringing  my  right. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  DUNBAR. 
Messrs.  Lattimore,  Alston,  and  Stedman.  •  .; 

Copy  of  Major  Stephen  Minor's  declaration. 

At  the  request  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Natchez,  I  declare  that  the  space  of  ground  adjoining  to  the  city, 
generally  called  the  Green,  was,  at  the  time  of  laying  out  the  town,  reserved  by  order  of  the  Governor,  to  be  after- 
wards disposed  of  as  Government  might  think  fit.  That  the  Governor  caused  a  house  to  be  commenced,  for  his  own 
residence,  upon  a  part  of  this  space,  but  being  blown  down  by  a  hurricane,  he  thought  proper  to  rent  the  house  of 
the  subscriber  for  Government  use,  and  his  own  was  not  rebuilt. 

With  respect  to  the  shed  called  the  market-house,  the  materials  of  which  were  purchased  by  subscription,  and 
which  was  built  upon  alineofoneof  the  streets  of  the  town,  it  is  well  known  that  John  Scott,  the  carpenter,  presented 
his  account  for  building  the  same  to  Governor  Gayoso,  some  time  before  the  departure  of  the  Spanish  troops,  and 
the  funds  subscribed  not  having  been  sufficient  payment  of  said  account,  the  Governor  ordered  that  the  materials  of 
the  market-house  should  be  taken  away  by  the  said  Scott,  in  payment  of  his  demand;  and  that  afterwards,  Mr. 
Dunbar  having  received  of  the  Government  titles  to  the  said  Green,  did  purchase  ol  John  Scott  his  right  to  the  said 
shed  called  the  market-house. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA  AND  VIRGINIA  YAZOO  COMPANIES. 

GOMMCNICATED    TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESUNTATIVES,    MARCH    13,  1804. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  a  report*  upon  the  petitions  of  the  South  Carolina 
and  Virginia  Yazoo  Companies,  made  the  following  report: 

That,  when  this  subject  was  re-committed  to  them,  there  had  been  a  su";gestion,  that  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Com- 
pany, and  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  were  in  fact  the  same.  Upon  this  point,  a  great  variety  of  documents 
were  submitted  to  the  committee,  but  the  subject  appeared  to  be  involved  in  so  much  intricacy  that  no  satisfactory 
conclusion  could  be  drawn.  The  documents  are  laid  on  the  table,  in  order  that  the  House  may,  if  they  think  proper, 
examine  them. 

The  committee,  however,  have  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  expressed  by  them  in  their  former  report. 


Sm:' 

I  have  sent  you,  agreeably  to  your  request,  sundry  documents  relating  to  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company:  to 
which  I  have  subjoined  a  narrative  of  such  facts,  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  subject,  as  have  fallen  within 
my  knowledge. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.\MPrON. 
The  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Jl  narrative  explanatory  qf  the  documents  respecting  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  sent  to  Mr.  Nicholson,  on 
the  27th  January,  1804,  by  Wade  Hampton. 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  October,  1794,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  I  met  a  Mr.  William  Call,  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  and,  in  some  conversations  I  had  with  him,  understood,  I  believe  for  the  first  time,  the  expectations  enter- 
tained that  the  State  of  Georgia  would  offer  for  sale,  at  the  next  meeting  of  her  Legislature,  some  part  of  her  West- 
ern territory.  Mr.  Call  further  stated,  that  the  company  known  by  the  name  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  had 
it  in  contemplation  to  renew  their  proposals  to  purchase;  that  he  was  engaged  in  an  agency  for  that  company,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  obtain  funds  to  meet  the  purchase;  and  for  this  purpose,  he  had  been  authorized  to  admit 
some  new  partners  into  the  company.  These  conversations  with  Mr.  Call  produced,  at  Richmond,  on  my  return  to 
South  Carolina  in  December  following,  an  interview  with  Mr.  David  Ross,  and  the  agreement  between  him  and 
myself,  marked  A.  Soon  after  my  arrival  at  home,  I  transmitted  to  Mr.  John  B.  Scott,  the  agent  of  that  company 
at  Augusta,  a  copy  of  this  agreement,  and  signified  my  readiness  to  fulfil  it.  His  answer  is  contained  in  two  letters 
marked  B,  Nos.  1  and  2.  These  letters,  as  I  then  thought,  not  affording  a  sufficient  security  for  the  advance  of  so 
considerable  a  sum  of  money  as  he  required,  I  concluded  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Scott  in  person,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing from  him  an  evidence  of  the  interest  I  might  be  allowed  to  hold,  and  of  fixing,  explicitly,  the  terms  upon  which  I 
was  to  hold  it.  I  arrived  at  Augusta  on  the  22d  or  23d  of  December,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  and  belief, 
on  the  day  on  which  the  last  vote  in  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  was  given  to  tlie  act  passed  for  disposing  of  her 
Western  territory.  On  my  arrival,  Mr.  Scott  consented  that  I  should  hold  the  share,  or  twentieth  part  embraced  in 
my  agreement  with  Mr.  Ross,  on  condition  of  my  paying  that  proportion  of  the  expenditures  of  the  company  from  its 
commencement  in  1789,  and  a  like  proportion  of  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  deposited  by  Mr.  Scott  in  the 
treasury,  in  part  payment  of  the  purchase. 

The  tract  of  country  proposed  to  be  purchased  by  Mr.  Scott,  at  this  time,  does  not  appear  to  be  so  large  by  one- 
half  as  that  of  1789.  His  proposals  to  the  Legislature  will  be  seen  in  the  paper  marked  C,  and  probably  one  of  the 
causes  for  reducing  his  purchase  will  appear  from  the  papers  marked  D,  Nos.  1  and  2.  From  the  latter  papers, and 
other  information,  I  learn  that  Mr  Scott  did  not  arrive  at  Augusta  until  after  the  Georgia  Company  had  made  their 
proposals,  in  which  they  had  included  the  country  in  question. 

In  the  act  which  had  now  passed  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Scott's  boundaries  were  the  same  which  his  proposals  con- 
tained, and  each  individual  that  held  under  nim  in  Georgia,  so  far  as  I  know,  myself  among  the  number,  held  the 
same  under  a  certificate  signed  by  him,  as  agent  for  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company.  This  act,  after  passing  through 
the  various  forms,  and  being  signed  by  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  was  sent  to  the  Governor  for  his  assent.  He, 
however,  thought  proper  to  reject  it,  and,  on  the  29th  of  December,  returned  the  bill  to  the  House  in  which  it  origi- 
nated, with  his  objections  stated. 

To  remove  these  objections,  the  supplementary  act  was  passed,  and  ratified  on  the  7th  of  January,  1795.  By  this 
act,  as  the  Governor  had  recommended,  about  one-fourth  of  the  lands  proposed  to  be  purchased  by  the  diBerent 
companies  was  reserved  to  the  State.    Each  company,  I  have  been  told,  had  to  relinquish  in  that  proportion. 

In  the  progress  of  the  latter  act,  Mr.  Scott  thought  proper  to  get  the  style  of  his  company  changeci  from  the  Vir- 
ginia Yazoo  to  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  to  have  my  name  added  as  a  grantee.  His  reasons  for  the  first  measure 
I  never  understood,  nor  have  I  anv  recollection  of  being  consulted  about  the  latter,  until  after  it  had  been  adopted. 
In  this  state  the  business  remained,  until  some  days  after  the  supplementary  act  was  ratified,  and  Mr.  Scott  had  ob- 
tained the  grant  under  it.  On  the  9th  of  January,  he  called  the  shareholders  together,  and  stated  to  them,  1st.  that 
as  the  purchase  had  been  so  much  reduced  by  the  supplementary  act,  it  was  reasonable  their  shares  should  be  reduc- 
ed in  the  same  proportion;  and  for  this  purpose,  the  purchase  was  divided  into  twenty-five,  instead  of  twenty  shares; 
and  2dly,  that  all  certificates  of  shares  issued  by  him,  as  agent  for  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  should  be  returned 
into  his  hands,  and  that  the  persons  holding  them  should  receive,  in  lieu  thereof,  certificates  signed  by  all  the  grantees. 

To  both  these  propositions  the  shareholders  assented,  and  Mr.  Scott  then  produced  to  the  other  grantees  a  view 
of  the  company,  similar,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  to  the  one  contained  in  the  paper  marked  E,  Mr.  Scott,  until  this 
moment,  having  been  the  sole  agent.  The  other  grantees,  as  well  as  all  interested,  were  alike  ignorant  of  the  dis- 
positions he  had  made  of  the  purchase;  nor  did  any  one  feel  it  his  duty,  or  right,  to  inquire  any  further  into  the  state 
of  the  business  than  respected  his  own  particular  interest.  About  the  16th  of  January,  Mr.  Scott  made  an  offer  to 
sell  all  his  interest  in  the  company,  and  Mr.  Nightingale  made  a  similar  offer  about  the  same  time — I  became  the 
the  purchaser  of  both.  Neither  received  less,  and  I  believe  both  something  more,  than  one  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars  for  each  share  over  and  above  the  purchase  money  to  the  State.  By  this  transaction,  Mr.  Scott  put  about  ten 
thousand  dollars,  in  cash,  in  his  pocket. 

What  the  engagements  or  stipulations  between  him  and  his  other  partners  were,  I  never  was  informed;  but  the 
impressions  left  on  my  mind  were,  that  all  his  original  associates  would  have  had  a  right  to  a  participation  of  the  land 
he  purchased,  had  he  not  made  sale  of  the  same,  and,  of  course,  that  they  vvere  entitled  to  a  proportion  of  the  proceeds 
of  it,  unless,  by  some  act  of  their  own,  they  had  forfeited  their  right. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

•See  No.  87. 
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Richmond,  December  8th,  1794 
Sir: 

In  virtue  of  powers  vested  in  me  by  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  by  a  resolution  passed  at  their  meeting  on 
the  14th  of  July  last,  and  in  consequence  of  your  propositions  made  to  me  through  William  Call,  jun.  of  the  14th  of 
October  last,  I  do  agree,  in  behalf  of  the  said  company,  that  you  shall  be  admitted  a  partner  therein  for  one  share,  or 
twentieth  part  thereof,  on  the  following  terms.  The  sum  ofone  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents 
of  a  dollar,  is  theamount  of  the  sum  actually  expended  on  each  share,  prior  to  the  14thof  July  last,  which  sum  is  pay- 
ble  to  the  company  whenever  demanded,  together  with  a  due  proportion  of  all  other  expenditures  from  the  said  14th 
of  July  last.  Also,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  five  cents,  as  one-hundredth 
part  of  the  sum  originally  contracted  for,  with  the  State,  together  with  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twelve  dollars 
and  ninety-five  cents,  assessed  on  each  share,  as  a  fund  to  supply  the  delinquencies  of  partners  of  a  certain  descrip- 
tion, on  whose  lands,  in  the  company's  hands,  there  will  be  a  lien  for  the  repayment  of  this  advance. 

This  makes,  in  all,  exclusiveof  the  proportion  of  expenses,  the  sumof  five  thousand  dollars,  specie,  to  beheld  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  company,  but  will  not  be  asked  for  until  there  is  a  certainty  of  obtaining  the  grant,  for  which 
purpose  you  are  to  be  prepared  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  at  Augusta,  during  the  present  session 
of  Assembly,  or  as  soon  as  you  shall  be  advised  it  is  actually  necessary. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  subjoin  your  acceptance  of  these  terms,  and  execute  a  power  of  attorney  to  some  person  to 
sign  the  articles  for  you,  and  to  vote,  as  your  proxy,  at  the  meeting  of  the  company;  and  I  shall  take  care  to  have 
you  recognized  as  a  partner,  and  your  share  entered  on  the  books  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  company. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

DAVID  ROSS; 
in  behalf  of  the  other  partners  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company. 
Col.  Wade  Hampton,  present. 

Acceded  to  Decembers,  1794. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

B.No.  1. 
Sir:  Augusta,  December  17,  1794. 

Yours  of  yesterday  is  just  handed  to  me  by  your  brother;  I  am  very  sorry  it  had  not  come  a  few  days  sooner. 
The  funds  of  the  company  having  not  been  sent  on  to  me,  particularly  those  from  our  partners  in  Philadelphia, 
has  greatly  embarrassed  me,  and  1  shall  not  be  freed  from  the  embarrassment  unless  I  get  four  thousand  dollars  from 
them  or  yourself  before  the  bill  for  disposing  of  the  Western  lands  shall  actually  pass  the  Legislature.  It  has  al- 
ready passed  one  branch,  and  is  at  this  moment  on  its  second  reading  before  the  other.  Mr.  Watkins.  whom  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  your  attention,  has  undertaken  to  deliver  you  this,  and  will  return  immediately  with  your 
answer.  I  am,  however,  happy  to  find  from  your  letter,  that  I  am  at  liberty  to  call  on  youjfor  the  sura  above  men- 
tioned. I  trust,  with  certainty,  that  Mr.  Watkins  will  be  enabled  to  return  in  time  to  save  a  forfeiture,  which  the 
company  will  otherwise  cartainly  incur.  If  I  do' not  see  you  in  Augusta,  before  I  return  to  the  northward,  I  shall 
with  pleasure  call  on  you  as  I  return. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SCOTT, 
Agent  for  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company. 
Col.  W.  Hampton. 

B.No.  2. 
Sir:  Augusta,  December  17,  1794. 

Since  my  letter  of  to-day,  I  have  had  a  conversation  with  your  brother  on  the  subject  of  your  connexion  with 
the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company.  The  views  and  designs  of  the  company  have  necessarily  undergone  considerable 
change  from  another  company  applying  for  the  lands  which  the  Virginia  Company  have  pretensions  to.  I  learn, 
from  Mr.  Ross's  letter,  that  you  are  also  one  of  that  company.  I  find  myself  unable  to  answer  your  brother  satisfac- 
torily on  the  subject,  since  I  have  no  power  of  dissolving  the  contract  entered  into  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Ross; 
yet  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  give  my  opinion,  which,  although  it  cannot  do  away  or  alter  the. contract,  will 
show  that  I  have  no  design  to  do  you  injustice.  I  suppose,  as  the  extent  of  our  purchase  has  been.so  reduced  as 
that  the  sum  stipulated  by  your  contract  will  exceed  your  proportion,  including  the  past  charges,  ^yet  the  company 
will  consider  themselves  bound  to  refund  whatever  that  overplus  may  be.  I  hope  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  be  in 
Augusta  before  the  end  of  the  session;  should  this  be  the  case,  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  find  that,  although  the 
purchase  is  much  reduced  from  the  original  design,  yet,  that  the  prospect,  of  gain  is  only  reduced  in  the  same  pro- 
portion; and  when  that  reduction  has  been  the  eflect  of  necessity  only,  it  will  be  cordially  acceded  to  by  all  who  are 
interested. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SCOTT. 

C. 

John  B.  Scott,  on  behalf  of  the  Virginia  Company,  proposes  to  purchase  from  the  State  of  Georgia  vacant  terri- 
tory included  in  the  following  boundary:  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek,  on  Tennessee  river;  thence  up 
the  most  southern  source  of  the  same;  thence,  a  due  west  course,  to  the  Tombigbee;  thence,  along  the  said  Tombig- 
bee,  to  a  parallel  of  latitude  that  shall  be  forty-five  British  statute  miles,  south  of  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the 
State  of  Georgia;  thence,  along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude,  a  due  west  course,  to  the  Mississippi;  thence  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi, to  the  northern  boundary  line  ot  the  vState  of  Georgia;  thence  along  the  said  boundary  line  to  the  Tennessee 
river;  thence  along  the  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The  said  John  B.  Scott  to  pay  to  the  State  in  the  same 
proportion  per  acre  and  in  the  same  manner  that  the  Georgia  Company  shall  pay.  The  said  boundaries  are  supposed 
to  contain  two  millions  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  acres. 

J.  B.  SCOTT. 

November  23(/,  1794. 

D.  No.  1. 

Whereas,  by  agreement  dated  the  27th  day  of  November,  1794,  made  and  entered  into  between  John  B.  Scott, 
agent  for  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  of  the  one  part;  and  James  Gunn,  George  Walker,  and  Matthew  McAllister, 
and  their  associates,  called  the  Georgia  Company,  of  the  other  part;  it  was  understood  that  the  said  John  B.  Scott 
should,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  December,  1794,  advance  and  loan  to  the  said  James  Gunn,  George  Walker,  and 
Matthew  McAllister,  the  sum  often  thousand  dollars,  in  consideration  that  the  said  James  Gunn,  George  ^Valker, 
and  Matthew  McAllister,  and  their  associates,  called  the  Georgia  Company,  should  withdraw  their  then  application 
to  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  for  the  purchase  of  a  part  of  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  said  State, 
and  should  aid  and  assist  the  said  John  B.  Scott  in  procuring  from  the  State  an  act  for  disposing  of  the  said  lands 
to  the  said  John  B.  Scott,  as  agent  aforesaid.  Now  these  presents  witness,  that  the  said  James  Gunn,  George 
Walker,  and  Matthew  McAllister,  and  their  associates,  hath  released,  given  up,  and  cancelled  the  said  agreement. 
He,  the  said  John  B.  Scott,  agent  as  aforesaid,  in  consideration  thereof,  iJoth  agree  that  the  said  James  Gunn,  George 
Walker,  and  Matthew  McAllister,  or  their  agents  or  assigns,  shall  hold,  as  tenants  in  common  with  the  said  Virginia 
Yazoo  Company,  three-twentieth  parts  of  all  the  lands  which  the  said  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  may  purchase  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  under  an  act  of  Assembly  now  before  the  Legislature,  for  disposing  of  a  part  of  the  Western 
territory  of  the  State,  and  for  other  purposes;  upon  condition  that  the  said  James  Gunn,  George  Walker,  and  Mat- 
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thew  McAllister,  or  their  agents  or  assigns,  shall  pay  to  the  agent  of  the  Virginia  Ya/.oo  Company,  three-twentieth 
parts  of  the  sum  which  the  said  company  shall  contract  to  give  to  the  State  for  the  land  aforesaid,  or  deposite  the 
same  in  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  whenever  thereunto  required  by  the  said  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  after  the  1st 
day  of  August  next;  and  shall  at  all  times  hereafter,vvfien  called  on,  pay  three -twentieth  parts  of  all  expenses 
which  the  company  shall  hereafter  incur  in  extinguishing  Indian  claims. 

r,   „  -,     Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  as  agent  for  the  said  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  at  Augusta,  this  27th  day 

LI"  S.J  of  December,  1794. 

JOHN  B.  SCOTT,  Agmtjor  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company. 

D.  No.  2. 
Sir: 

In  answer  to  your  note,  I  have  only  to  say  that  my  agreement  with  the  Georgia  Company  was  founded  on  an 
understanding  by  both  parties,  that  the  agreement  was  only  to  take  effect  in  case  the  companies  succeeded  in  their 
views.  It  is  now  believed  we  shall  succeed,  and  I  shall  consider  myself  bound  to  loan  the  money  to  your  company. 
But  a  very  great  doubt  remains  with  me  whethei-  the  funds  I  expected  from  the  northward  will  arrive  in  time  to 
enable  me  to  make  payment  for  you.  I  shall  give  you  the  earliest  information  in  my  power  if  this  event  should  take 
place. 

With  real  respect,  I  am  your  humble  servant. 

JOHN  B.  SCOTT. 
George  Walker,  Esq. 

E. 

Shares  held  in  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  viz: 

John  Powell,  Britton  Dawson,  William  Howell,  Benjamin  Harris,  Hugh  McGee,  George  Wyclie, 
Reuben  Coleman,  Edward  Watts,  Nathaniel  Cocke,  Fanny  Forsyth,  Thomas  Watkins,  A. 

Watkins,  and  three  or  four  other  citizens  of  Georgia,  each  in  proportion,  as  to  make       -  -        5  shares. 

Wade  Hampton,  by  virtue  with  his  agreement  with  Mr.  Ross,  -  -  -  -  -        1  do. 

John  C.  Nightingale,      --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -9  do. 

The  Georgia  Company,*  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -        3  do. 

Remaining  to  M^-.  Scott,  .--  -  -  -  -  -  -  -7  do. 

25  in  all. 
F. 

Ordered,  That  the  three  shares  which  Matthew  M'AUister  holds,  for  this  company,  in  the  Upper  Mississippi 
(Company,  be  by  him  transferred  to  Thomas  Glascock  and  John  C.  Nightingale,  they  having  produced  the  certificate 
of  this  company  for  that  amount. ' 

A  copy  from  the  minutes. 

GEO.  WALKER,  Sec'y  Geo.  C. 


Dear  Sir:  Richmond,  November  14,  1794. 

I  am  just  favored  with  letters  from  Mr.  Watkins,  of  the  7th  and  9th  instant,  communicating  the  veryagree- 
able  intelligence  that  you  had  accepted  of  the  agency  for  the  company,  and  had  set  Out  for  Augusta.  From  your 
intimate  acquaintance  with  this  business  from  the  commencement,  and  through  all  its  stages,  you  are  surely  the  best 
calculated  to  enSure  success,  and  I  already  presage  the  most  favorable  consequences  from  your  negotiations. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Fitzsimons  that  you  are,  by  this  time,  at  Augusta.  I  have  urged  him,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  to  have  their  funds  ready  at  Augusta,  and  to  make  such  communications  to  you  as  he  thought  proper,  and 
have  apprized  him  that  you  are  invested  with  ample  discretionary  powers  to  bring  the  business  to  a  close,  by  com- 
promising with  the  State  on  the  best  terms  you  can. 

I  concur  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Watkins,  that,  rather  than  fail  in  our  object,  we  had  better  yield  to  a  discount  on 
the  certificates,  or  we  can  relinquish  a  portion  of  the  land  to  the  State  in  the  manner  mentioned  between  Mr.  Wat- 
kins and  myself,  but  more  fully  digested.  The  relinquishment  of  a  part  of  the  land  and  a  discount  on  the  certifi- 
cates will  be  the  consequence  of  necessity,  and  adopted,  if  better  cannot  be  done.  I  trust  the  conduct  of  the  Virginia 
Company  has  given  umbrage  to  none,  and  will  meet  the  approbation  of  many,  which  may  smooth  the  way  to  success. 

The  present  rage  for  speculating  in  lands  has  set  every  body  in  motion.  The  extent  and  the  variety  of  the  ap- 
plications which  will  be  made  to  the  present  session  of  Assembly,  will  not  a  little  embarrass  the  members,  and,  I 
fear,  increase  your  difiiculties.  It  is  impossible  for  us  here  to  foresee  what  turn  the  business  may  take,  and  impossi- 
ble to  give  you  instructions;  every  thing  depends  on  your  own  good  judgment  and  prudence,  and  to  this  I  very 
cheerfully  submit  my  interest.  Although  caution  and  circumspection  be  essentially  necessary,  yet,  in  the  critical 
moment,  you  must  act  with  decision,  or  the  object  may  be  lost.  I  have  urged  Mr.  Venable  to  call  upon  Mr.  Fitz- 
simons and  enforce  the  necessity  of  immediate  attention  to  this  business,  which  I  hope  will  he  done.  As  there 
is  now  a  regular  post  to  and  from  Augusta,  I  request  the  earliest  information  of  your  prospects  and  I  shall  not  fail  to 
make  the  communication  which  may  be  essential. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  ROSS. 

John  B.  Scott,  Esq.  of  Virginia, 

^       at  present  at  Augusta,  in  Georgia. 


Virginia,  Richmond,  November  28,  1794. 
Dear  Sir: 

Last  post  brought  me  your  favor  of  the  14th  instant,  from  Salisbury,  and  am  glad  to  find  you  were  then  so 
far  advanced  on  your  journey.  On  the  same  day  that  you  wrote  to  me,  I  wrote  to  you,  which  you  have,  no  doubt, 
received  ere  now.  As  soon  as  I  was  advised  of  your  accepting  the  agency,  I  communicated  the  same  to  Mr.  A.  B. 
Venable.  and  also  to  Mr.  Fitzsimons.  I  reminded  the  latter  to  have  the  funds  for  the  four  shares  taken  by 
himself  and  others,  at  Augusta,  in  due  time,  and  requested  that  he  might  correspond  with  you,  and  make  such  com- 
munications as  he  thought  necessary  for  your  information  and  govei-nance.  This  is  the  second  letter  written  to  him 
still  unanswered;  but  1  hope  he  has  done  the  needful,  and  written  to  you  fully  by  the  post.  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  y.  last  post,  dated  20th  instant:  he  has  also  reminded  Mr.  Fitzsimons  of  the  critical  period,  and  he  promised 
to  speak  to  the  others.  Mr.  Watkins  would  inform  you  that  Colonel  Hampton  and  Major  Nailor  proposed  each  to 
take  a  share.  Mr.  V.  recommends  to  part  from  but  one  share,  as  they  can  now  be  sold  upon  much  better  terms: 
from  this  letter,  there  is  no  doubt  of  it.  I  have  just  written  to  him  to  buy  and  negotiate  for  one  or  two  shares  more, 
that  you  may  have  ample  funds;  so  that  it  would  seem  they  are  fond  of  the  purchase  to  the  northward.  Here  we  are 
too  poor  to  engage  in  any  adventure.  I  have,  by  every  stage,  for  five  weeks,  expected  Colonel  Hampton  and  Mr. 
Call;  they  are  not  yet  arrived.    I  have  again  written  to  the  latter,  that  the  proposition  made  by  Colonel  Hampton 

•  See  paper  marked  F. 
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must  be  put  on  a  certainty,  and  the  funds  at  hand;  and  have  written  to  Mr.  V.  that,  if  the  business  be  not  immedi- 
ately closed,  he  may  take  other  measures.    I  have  no  late  letters  from  Mr.  Watkins. 

It  is  impossible  lor  me  to  form  any  tolerable  idea  what  turn  our  aflfairs  may  take.  There  will  be  a  great  many 
applicants,  most  of  them  dependent  on  the  same  source  for  efficient  funds;  it  is  not  impossible  but  those  gentlemen 
may  have  an  agent  there  to  co-operate  with  those  most  likely  to  succeed.  This  is  mere  conjecture;  you  will  judge 
for  yourself  from  circumstances.    I  understand  a  Mr.  Hooper  is  the  ostensible  agent  for  our  friends  in  Philadelphia. 

If  Mr.  Fitzsimons  corresponds  with  you,  as  I  recommended  to  him,  he  will  no  doubt  go  fully  into  the  subject, 
and  let  you  know  his  agent  for  paying  the  money:  if  you  receive  such  a  letter,  you  will  know  what  to  do;  if  no  such 
letter  you  will  be  embarrassed.  However,  after  all,  you  will  find  that  very  much  depends  on  the  idea  which  may 
be  entertained  by  the  other  companies,  whether  the  Virginia  Company  can  be  useful  to  the  others,  or  whether 
the  interest  of  the  others  can  be  promoted  by  the  ruin  of  the  Virginia  Company;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  they 
will  pursue  that  conduct  most  likely  to  accomplish  their  own  views.  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  wdl  have  a  difficult 
task  to  reconcile  so  many  ditlerent  interests.  Hence,  I  repeat  it,  that  we  can  form  no  proper  judgment  here.  It  is 
likely  that  this  is  the  last  session  that  we  may  hope  for  doing  any  thing;  and  a  compromise,  on  liberal  terms,  wdl  be 
better  than  keeping  the  business  longer  in  suspense.  What  compromise  will  be  more  acceptable  to  them  I  know 
not— whether  to  extend  the  price  for  the  said  laud;  to  pay  part  specie,  in  lieu  ot  part  of  the  certificates;  or  all  spe- 
cie, and  allowing  a  discount  on  the  certificates,  or  relinquishing  to  the  State  a  part  of  the  land  chequered  in  with 
ours— all  is  uncertainty  just  now.  Whilst  it  may  be  dangerous  to  attach  yourselt  .too  closely  to  any  particular  party, 
it  will  be  no  less  dangerous  to  draw  on  yourself  the  ill  will  and  enmity  of  any  party;  but  I  am  sure  that  these 
hints  are  unnecessary  to  you.  I  need  not  tell  you  how  anxious  I  shall  be  to  hear  Irom  you,  and  I  request  that  you 
may  omit  not  a  single  post  after  your  arrival.  ,       , , 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

DAVID  ROSS. 

Capt.  John  B.  Scott,  of  Virginia, 

at  present  at  Augusta,  in  Georgia. 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  1794. 

By  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Daniel  Ross,  I  learn  that  you  had  been  engaged  by  the  Virginia  Yazoo 
Company  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  of  the  sale 
made  by  the  State  to  that  company,  and  he  wished  me  to  inform  you  (in  case  you  were  successful  in  your  applica- 
tion) how  you  could  be  furnished  with  the  proportion  of  four  shares  held  here,  so  as  to  be  in  time  to  make  good  the 
conditions  of  the  purchase.  The  holders  of  these  shares  here  (of  which  I  am  one)  are  very  doubttul  whether  the 
grant  will  be  obtained,  and  have,  therefore,  thought  it  unnecessary  to  send  in  advance  so  considerable  a  sum  ot  mo- 
ney; but,  as  soon  as  you  can  ascertain  the  practicability  of  obtaining  it,  you  may  either  draw  upon  this  place,  say 
upon  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  for  three-fourths,  and  upon  me  for  one-fourth;  or,  if  that  shall  be  found  impracticable, 
either  to  advise  me  when  the  money  will  be  wanted,  or  send  forward  an  express,  and,  in  either  case,  the  money 
shall  be  forthcoming.  If  you  should  have  occasion  to  send,  I  will  thank  you  to  advise  me  whether  bills  on  Charles- 
ton could  be  negotiated  for  any  part;  because,  in  that  case,  I  would  establish  a  credit  there.  You  will  oblige  me 
by  advising,  from  time  to  time,  what  the  prospects  are,  and  be  assured 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

^  THOS.  FITZSIMONS. 

Mr.  John  Scott. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  qf  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  memorial  of  Patrick  Henry,  David  Boss,  Abraham  B.  Venable,  John  B.  Scott,  William  Cowan,  John  Waits, 
and  Francis  Watkins,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  qf  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  humbly  showtth: 

That  your  memorialist,  in  the  session  of  1789,  presented  a  petition  to  this  honorable  House,  praying  that  they 
might  become  purchasers,  for  themselves  and  their  associates,  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Western  territory  ot  this  State, 
which  was  submitted  to  a  select  committee  composed  of  a  member  from  each  county,  and  formed,  as  your  memorialists 
conceive,  the  contracting  party  on  behalf  of  the  public,  who,  after  mature  deliberation,  agreed  with  your  memorial- 
ists, agents  for  the  sale  of  a  certain  district  of  land  contained  within  the  boundaries  particularly  described,  at  the 
price  of  ninety-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars,  payable  in  paper  medium  or  liquidated  debts  of 
the  State;  and  a  law  passed,  accordingly,  securing  to  your  memorialists  the  said  district  of  lands,  on  the  payment  of 
the  aforesaid  ninety-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  into  the  public  treasury ._ 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  show  further,  that  they  lost  no  time  in  ratifying  and  confirming,  in  the  most 
ample  manner,  the  contract  which  their  agents  had  made;  they  notified  to  the  Executive  Department  of  the  State 
their  acceptance  of  the  contract  in  such  terms  as  bound  them  for  the  payment  agreed  upon,  and  would  have  sub- 
jected your  memorialists  to  the  suit  of  the  State,  had  they  failed  to  perform  their  part  of  the  contract;  and  your  me- 
morialists very  reasonably  concluded  that  the  agreement  for  the  lands  was  fully  binding  upon  both  parties,  and  would 
be  duly  complied  with.  From  this  moment  your  memorialists  considered  their  fortunes  as  pledged  to  the  State,  and 
their  reputations  with  the  world,  for  the  performance  of  the  contract  on  their  part. 

They  accordingly  proceeded  to  provide  payment,  in  conformity  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  their  contract, 
which  sum  they  tendered  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  which  payment  was 
refused  by  the  Treasurer,  without  assigning  any  reasons  therefor;  and  thus  your  memorialists  have  been  hitherto 
delayed  in  obtaining  any  satisfaction  for  their  money,  which  remains  invested  in  the  capital,  for  the  payment  stipu- 
lated to  be  made,  as  aforesaid;  nor  for  their  trouble,  fatigue,  and  waste  of  time,  which  have  been  great;  whilst  their 
expenditures  in  unavoidable  and  necessary  expenses  (free  from  imprudences)  amount  to  a  heavy  sum. 

And,  being  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  their  conduct,  as  well  as  the  justness  of  their  claim,  thus  respectfully 
submitted,  they  presume  to  ask  and  look  up  to  the  honorable  the  Legislature  for  that  justice  vyhlch  they  humbly 
trust  they  are  entitled  to,  and  which  they  fondly  hope,  for  the  hojior  and  dignity  of  the  State,  will  not  be  withheld 

from  them.  .  ,         ,         ,  ^  ,.   ,     .  .  ,■  ^,    , 

Your  memorialists,  taking  a  review  ot  their  conduct  through  every  part  of  this  business,  cannot  discover  that 
they  have  been  wanting  in  any  matter  or  thing  incumbent  upon  them  to  do  or  perform;  nor  can  it  be  suggested  that 
they  have  done  any  thing  inconsistent  with  the  respect  due  to  the  State,  or  to  lessen  that  confidence  reposed  in  them. 
They  are  free  to  acknowledge  that,  from  sentiments  of  great  respect  for  the  State,  and  a  high  regard  for  the  public 
opinion,  they  have  an  ardent  desire  that  their  negotiations  with  the  Legislature  may  be  such  as  will  accord  with  and 
be  agreeable  to  the  public  mind.  ,    ,      , 

They  humbly  pray  that  this  honorable  House  will  be  pleased  to  take  up  the  subject  of  the  purchase  made  by  the 
Virginia  Yazoo  Company;  to  revise  and  so  model  the  same  as  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  the  House  shall  devise  more 
satisfactory  to  the  public,  and  consistent  with  justice  to  your  memorialists;  and,  relying  on  the  honor  and  liberality 
of  the  Legislature,  fondly  hope  that  the  terms  which  they  shall  adopt  will  be  such  as  the  memorialists  may  with  pro- 
priety accept  of,  and  enable  them  to  put  their  original  plan  in  execution,  and  become  useful  citizens  of  the  State. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

The  foregoing  is  the  original,  a  copy  of  which  I  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  while  in  session  in  the 
winter  1794-95.  JOHN  B.  SCOTT. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  undersigned,  as  agent  for  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  finding  that  the  terms  proposed  by  him  to  purchase 
a  part  of  the  Western  territory  of  this  State  have  not  been  acceded  to,  and  that  other  terms  are  held  out  by  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  acceptance  of  the  said  company,  begs  leave  to  notify  to  you  that  he  cannot,  agreeably  to  the  views  of 
tlie  company,  accept  thereof. 

JOHN  B.  SCOTT, 
Agent  for  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company. 
January  1st,  1795. 

Virginia,  Prince  Edward  County,  to  wit: 

This  day,  William  M.  Watkins  (son  of  Joel  Watkins  of  Charlotte)  came  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  aforesaid,  who,  being  first  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he 
accompanied  General  John  B.  Scott  in  the  fall,  1794,  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  then  in  session  at 
Augusta;  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  transactions  of  the  said  Sc9tt,  as  agent  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Com- 
pany, and  believes  no  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  said  Scott  in  that  business  was  concealed  from  him;  that,  in 
behalf  of  the  said  company,  some  short  time  after  his  arrival,  he  made  propositions  to  the  Legislature  respecting 
their  claim,  and  various  proceedings  were  had  thereon.  At  length,  it  was  determined  by  the  said  Scott  that,  as 
the  Legislature  did  not  accede  to  his  propositions,  to  withdraw  them;  that,  immediately  upon  the  withdrawal,  a 
new  company  was  formed,  called  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  who  made  propositions  for  the  said  tract  of  ter- 
ritory, contemplated  by  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  in  their  propositions,  which  were  withdrawn;  that^  in  this 
company,  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  had  no  interest,  as  this  deponent  believes:  for  he  knew  of  the  formation  of 
the  company,  saw  their  articles  of  agreement,  and  was  himself  interested  in  the  said  company;  that  the  said  Scott 
held  seven  shares  in  the  said  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  but  the  greater  part  for  others,  one  of  which  was  for  this 
deponent,  but  no  part,  as  this  deponent  believes,  for  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company;  that  this  deponent  has  never 
heard  it  even  suggested,  until  lately,  that  the  Virginia  Company  had  any  interest  in  the  purchase  made  by  that, 
or  any  company,  in  1795,  and  believes  they  had  none;  that  the  above  suggestion,  as  this  deponent  understands, 
comes  from  Colonel  W.  Hampton,  who  was  also  interested  in  the  said  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  and  to  whom 
the  said  Scott,  acting  as  a  private  individual,  made  sale  of  a  considerable  part,  if  not  of  the  whole,  of  the  interest  he 
held;  and  that,  in  the  said  sale,  this  deponent's  interest  was  included.  This  deponent  being  interrogated,  whether 
the  said  Colonel  Hampton  was  interested  in  the  Georgia  Company,  says,  that,  of  his  own  knowledge,  he  does  not 
know  it,  but  that  he  understood  that  he  was  very  largely  interested.  And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 
In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  this  16th  of  February,  1804. 

W.  M.  WATKINS. 

Sworn  to,  before  me,  this  16th  of  February,  1804. 

C.  Scott. 

Whereas  John  B.  Scott,  John  C.  Nightingale,  and  Wade  Hampton,  called  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  as 
grantees  of  the  said  company,  have  given  to  each  of  us,  signers  hereto,  a  certificate  that  we  do  and  shall  hold  such 
share,  or  parts  thereof,  as  are  hereafter  placed  against  our  names,  respectively,  of  the  interest  held  by  the  said  com- 
pany. Now  these  presents  witness  that  we,  and  each  of  us,  will  consider  ourselves  bound  by  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  the  said  company  may  adopt  for  the  government  and  disposition  of  the  general  interest  of  the  company, 
in  the  proportion  that  we  hold  in  the  said  company.    Given  under  our  hand  this  ninth  day  of  January,  1795. 

William  Howell,  one-tenth  of  a  share. 

Hugh  Magee,  two-tenths  of  a  share. 

Britton  Dawson,  one-tenth  of  a  share. 

Ben.  Harris,  two-tenths  of  a  share. 

Reuben  Coleman,  two-tenths  of  a  share. 

John  Powell,  one-seventh  of  a  share. 

Fanny  Forsyth,  one-tenth  of  one  share. 

Nath.  Cocke,  two-tenths  of  one  share.  , 

Zach.  Cox,  for  Arthur  Fort. 

Nath.  Cocke,  for  Geo.  Wyche,  one-tenth 

Thomas  Watkins,  one  third  of  a  share. 

Geo.  Walton,  one  share. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  l\th  June,  1790. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers  be  directed  and  required  to  receive  no  payment,  in  discharge  of  any  moneys  due, 
or  owing  to  the  State,  but  gold  or  silver,  or  the  paper  medium,  except  where  the  laws  of  the  State  clearly,  posi- 
tively, and  particularly  direct  otherwise;  any  resolution  of  a  former  Assembly  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

(A  copy)  Test.  JAMES  M.  SIMMONS,  Clerk,  H.  R. 

In  the  Senate,  llth  June,  1790. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  agreed  to  the  same,  with  the  following 
amendment:  between  the  words  "medium"  and  "except,"  insert  "issued  under  authority  of  '  an  act  passed 
the  I4th  day  of  August,  1786,  entitled  an  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  and 
for  establishing  a  fund  for  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,'  such  paper  medium  to  be  leceived 
until  the  14th  day  of  August  next,  and  no  longer." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  their  concurrence. 
Extract  from  the  journal. 

Test.  THOMAS  WATKINS,  Secretary. 

The  foregoing  was  concurred  with  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

(A  copy)  Test.  JAMES  M.  SIMMONS,  Cterk  H.  R. 

A  true  copy  of  exhibit  6,  filed  with  the  record  in  the  case  of  Moultrie  and  others  vs.  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  my 
office. 

E.  B.  CALDWELL, 

Clerk  Supreme  Court,  United  Stata. 


Rhodes's,  January  31st,  1804. 
Sir: 

It  has  been  communicated  by  an  individual,  whose  name  it  is  unessential  to  express,  that  papers  have  been 
placed  before  the  select  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  rights  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  which,  from 
their  supposed  character,  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  injurious  to  the  claim  of  the  Virginia  Company,  have  a  ten- 
dency, direct  or  indirect,  towards  supporting  the  claims  of  purchasers  claiming  under  the  act  of  Georgia  of  the  year 
1795.  This  has  been  conveyed  in  a  manner  tnat  leaves  scarcely  a  dubitable  impression  of  its  truth.   It  is,  conceived 


202  PUBLIC   LANDS. 


that  the  character  of  these  papers  ought  to  be  known  to  the  agents  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company.  Witii  what 
propriety  such  papers  are  now  introduced,  or  are  received  by  the  committee,  the  agents  of  the  company  undertake 
not  to  decide.  They  take  not  the  liberty  either  to  discuss  or  determine  the  right  of  the  committee  to  form  conclu- 
sions from  papers  or  documents  unofficial,  which  do  not  appear  upon  the  records  of  that  office,  where  it  explicitly  is, 
by  law,  declared,  that  within  a  limited  period,  every  sustaining  document  should  be  placed.  But  granting  papers  tp 
be  before  the  honorable  committee  affecting  the  right  of  the  Virginia  Company  yet  unknown  to  their  agents,  whatever 
may  be  their  character,  or  however  irregular,  it  is  presumed  to  be  proper,  before  a  report  be  drafted,  that  their  nature 
should  be  ascertained,  in  order,  if  not  cast  aside  by  the  committee  as  inadmissible,  opportunity  may  be  given  for 

the  introduction  of  counteractive  testimony.  

With  deference  and  respect,  we  are,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

DAVID  ROSS, 
WILLIAM  COWAN, 
Agents  on  behalf  of  the  f^irgijiia  Yazoo  Company. 
The  Honorable  Joseph  H.  Nicholson, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  present,  Francis  Watkins,  Patrick  Henry,  John  Walls,  Abraham. 
B.  Venable,  William  Call,  John  B.  Scott,  and  David  Ross,  for  himself,  and  us  attorney  in  fact  for  Wade ' 
Hampton,  Esq.  in  virtue  of  a  power  of  attorney  produced  and  delivered  to  the  Director,  at  the  house  of  Francis 
Watkins,  Esq.  in  Prince  Edward,  25th  Jidy,  1795. 

The  company,  taking  into  consideration  the  purchase  which  they  made  some  years  ago  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  of  a  certain  tract  of  country  within  the  same,  and  upon  a  review  of  their  negotiations  with  the  said 
State,  find  they  have  with  good  faith  done  all  that  was  incumbent  upon  them,  as  one  of  the  contracting  parties;  but 
that  the  State,  on  their  part,  had  not  oaly  refused  to  permit  a  grant  to  issue  to  the  company,  but  have  proceeded  to 
make  new  contracts  for  the  sale  of  the  greater  part  of  the  said  tract  of  country  to  divers  persons  associated  into  new 
companies;  and  whereas  every  friendly  and  respectful  application  to  the  Government  of  the  said  State,  for  a  grant 
for  the  lands  aforesaid,  has  been  made  by  the  company,  and  withheld  by  the  Government,  and  being  fully  impressed 
with  the  justice  of  their  claim,  they  \yill  in  future  prosecute  the  same  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  claim  of  the  company  to  the  tract  of  country  purchased  from  the  said  State,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  included  in  the  sale  or  sales  lately  made  by  their  Legislature,  be  prosecuted  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Chancery  of  the  United  States  against  the  late  purchasers,  and  all  others  claiming  a  legal  right  therein. 

Resolved,  also.  That  Patrick  Henry  and  David  Ross  be  appointed  a  committee  to  proceed,  immediately  in  the 
most  prudent  and  effectual  manner,  to  prosecute  and  assert  the  company's  claims  to  the  said  tract  of  country,  and 
that  the  Director  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  nominate  and  appoint  any  member  of  the  company,  or  other 
fit  and  proper  person,  to  treat  with  the  said  companies,  or  either  of  them,  upon  just  and  liberal  terms,  for  the  same 
tract  of  country  included  within  their  purchases,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  shall  be  mutually  agreeable,  in  order  to 
terminate  all  differences  in  the  most  amicable  manner,  and  that  funds  shall  be  provided  for  the  payment  of  such 
compromise  when  the  said  company  or  companies  shall  be  capable  of  making  a  sufficient  title  for  the  lands  so  com- 
promised for,  and  shall  in  due  tbrm  execute  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  measures  bp  taken  for  the  immediate  collection  of  the  sums  due  from  Messrs.  Morris,  Nielson, 
Greenleaf,  Fitz9irs,ons,  and  Hampton,  to  be  reserved  in  the  hands  of  the  Director,  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
prosecutions,  and  other  contingent  expenses;  and  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  notified  to  the  said  gentle- 
men, and  their  concurrence  requested  m  the  future  operations  of  the  company,  which  may  render  a  further  advance  of 
money  necessary,  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Director  by 
the  10th  day  of  October  nest,  if  called  for  by  him. 

Copy  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Morris,  Filzsimons,  Greerdeaf  and  Nielson. 

David  Ross,  Francis  Watkins,  and  Patrick  Henry,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  appointed  a  committee  to  carry  into 
execution  any  measures  which  they  may  judge  most  conclusive  for  carrying  into  effect  the  views  of  the  company,  in 
obtaining  from  the  Land  Company  in  Georgia,  by  compromise,  such  part  or  parts  of  their  lands,  as  to  them  may 
seem  most  for  the  interest  of  this  company. 

F.  WATKINS,  Director. 

26th  July. 

John  B.  Scott,  who  was  appointed  to  attend  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  at  their  h.^t  session,  in  order  to  solicit  a 
grant  for  the,  tract  of  country  formerly  purchased  from  them  by  the  company,  which  they  refused  to  comply  with, 
and  proceeded  to  make  new  contracts  for  the  same  lands  with  others,  directing  the  Treasurer,  by  an  order  of  their 
House,  to  return  the  money  formerly  paid  on  account  of  said  purchase,  now  informed  the  company  that  he  had  inad- 
vertently accepted  of  the  said  money  from  the  Treasurer,  and  was  ready  to  deliver  it  to  them;  but  they  unanimously 
refused  to  accept  of  it,  and  in  the  most  express  terms  deny  that  they  either  gave  any  orders  for  withdrawing  the 
money,  or  had  any  such  intentions;  and  they  not  only  disavow  the  right  of  receiving  the  said  money,  but  they  declare 
that  it  is,  and  ever  has  been,  their  uniform  intention  to  pay  up  the  balance  "whenever  the  Government  of  Georgia 
shall  perform  their  part  of  the  contract,  and  permit  a  grant  to  issue,  agreeably  to  the  original  purchase. 

F.  WATKINS,  Director. 

LuNENBURs  County,  February  Hth,  1804. 
Dear  Sir: 

In  the  progress  of  the  business  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Company  now  before  a  committee  of  the  honorable  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  that  committee  is  desirous  to  be  informed  whether  there  is  any 
minute  or  resolution  of  the  company  showing  John  B.  Scott's  powers  as  agent  of  the  said  company  to  the  session  of 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia  in  the  winter  of  1794-5,  in  order  to  obtain  the  grant  claimed  by  them  as  purchasers 
under  the  act  of  1789,  or  to  effect  terms  of  compromise  therefor;  or  any  such  respecting  the  protest  taken  by  the 
company  against  the  act  of  Mr.  Scott's  receiving  back  the  money  (so  stated  by  him)  paid  by  them  into  the  treasury 
of  Georgia,  in  part  payment  of  the  said  contract. 

Please  give  me  your  answer,  enclosing  such  originals  as  you  may  find  relating  to  the  above. 
^        ,      ,  Yours,  sincerely, 

WILLIAM  COWAN. 
Mr.  Francis  Watkins,  Prince  Edward. 

Prince  Edward,  February  16th,  1804. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  have,  as  you  desire,  examined,  and  do  not  find  in  my  possession  any  minutes  or  resolution  of  the  company, 
which  has  relation  to.  the  powers  given, General  Scott,  as  agent  for  the  company,  to  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  the 
session  of  1794-5.  He  did  not  accept  the  agency  till  about  November,  1794,  and  believe  there  was  no  meeting  of 
the  company  for  the  occasion.  I  did  expect  he  knew  the  sentiments  of  the  company,  with  regard  to  the  object  ofnis 
mission,  which  I  understood  to  be  to  assert  the  lights  of  the  company  to  the  land  purchased,  or  to  compromise  with 
the  State.    If  there  were  any  written  instructions  of  the  company  for  General  Scott,  I  have  no  recollection  of  them. 
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The  original  protest  was  sent  on  to  you  at  Washington  city,  and  I  have  not  seen  other  minutes  of  the  company 
respecting  the  same. 

Respectlully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WATKINS. 
Mr.  WiLLUM  Cowan,  Lunenburg. 

State  of  Virginia,  Prince  Edward  county: 

This  day  Francis  Waticins  made  oath  before  me,  a  magistrate  for  said  county,  that  the  facts  stated  in  his  foregoing 
letter  to  Mr.  Cowan,  are  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  16lh  day  of  February,  1804. 

C.  SCOTT. 


8th  Congress.]  ,  No.  102.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIMANTS  UNDER  THE   GEORGIA  AND   TENNESSEE   COMPANIES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE,  FEBRUARY  17,  1804. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  noiv  sitting: 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Young,  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  respectfully  showeth: 
That  he  holds,  and  is  entitled  to  a  certain  portion  of  that  tract  of  land  which  was,  on  the day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1795,  granted  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  James  Gunn,  Matthew  M'AUister,  George  Walker,  and  their  associ- 
ates, under  the  name  of  the  Georgia  Company:  that  the  tract  of  land  in  which  your  memorialist  is  so  interested, 
being  only  part  of  the  land  granted  to  that  company,  is  described  and  ascertained  by  well  known  metes  and  bounds: 
that  all  the  title  papers,  which  evidence  the  right  of  your  memorialist  to  this  tract  of  land,  have  been  duly  recorded 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  previous  to  the- 1st  day-of  January  last  past: 

That  on  the day  of  February,  1803,  your  memorialist  preferred  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States,  a  memorial  upon  the  subject  of  the  said  grant,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  to  which  he  refers, 
and  prays  that  the  same  may  be  taken  as  a  part  of  this  his  memorial. 

Your  memorialist  still  maintaining  and  insisting  upon  the  principles  advanced  and  contended  for  in  that  former 
memorial,  holds  himself  bound,  and  is  willing  to  accept  of  any  or  either  of  the  alternatives  in  that  memorial  proposed 
for  settling  and  adjusting  this  unpleasant,  troublesome,  and  expensive  business.  But  more  than  twelve  months 
having  elapsed  since  that  memorial  was  presented,  and  your  memorialist  having  already  incurred  great  expense  and 
iatigue  in  pursuing  this  business,  is  sorry  to  find  that  he  is  now  as  distant  as  ever  from  this  final  adjustment,  so  much 
desired  by  him,  and,  as  he  presumes,  by  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  respectfully  solicits  this  honorable  body  to  take  up  this  subject,  and  to  make  some 
provision  for  obtaining,  from  some  competent  tribunal  of  justice,  a  fair  and  just  decision  upon  his  claim,  if  any  doubt 
exists  as  to  its  validity  in  lavy  or  in  equity,  or  that  this  honorable  body  will  make  some  provision  for  having  the  same 
finally  adjusted  by  compromise.        .  ■  . 

^  Your  memorialist  having  made  this  purchase,  and  paid  his  money,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  for  property 
guarantied  by  a  legislative  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  entertains  a  belief  and  a  confidence  that  it  comports  with  the 
honor,  dignity,  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Government  thereof  to  protect  the  individuals  of  that  Go- 
vernment in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  honest  and  fair  acc|uisitions.  As  the  agents  of  the  United  States, 
to  whom  that  honor,  dignity,  and  interest  are  confided,  your  memorialist  respectfully  addresses  himself,  believing  that 
it  never  can  be  consistent  therewith,  or  with  the  wishes  of  those  who  manage  the  alFairs  thereof,  to  suppress,  by  the 
strong  hand  of  power,  without  regard  to  right,  the  just  claim  of  an  individual,  or  in  that  manner  to  prevent  and  evade 
the  fair  and  full  discussion  of  a  claim  in  the  way  most  likely  to  ensure  a  decision  conformably  to  the  justice  and  right 
of  the  case. 

Thus  impressed,  your  memorialist  prays  this  honorable  body  to  take  this  subject  into  consideration,  and  to  take 
such  measures  therein  as  to  justice  appertaineth. 

THOMAS  YOUNG, 
by  JOHN  T.  M  ABO'S,  his  Attorney  for  this  purpose. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  State,  in  Congress  now  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Young  respectfully  showeth: 

That  he,  the  undersigned,  is  a  proprietor  in  a  company  entitled  to  certain  lands,  derived  by  purchase  from  a 
company  commonly  called  the  Georgia  Company,  to  whom  the  lands  were  originally  grafted  by  the  State  of  Georgia, 
under  a  law.  of  that  State,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  a  law  depending  before  this  hon^irable  body.  The  grant  to  the 
original  company  was  for  upwards  of  twenty  million  acres  of  land,  of  which  one' million  nine  hundred  and  eleven 
thousand  acres  were  purchased  by  the  company  in  which  the  undersigned  is  concerned,  having  a  specific  desig- 
nated Jocation,  appearing  on  the  plat  herewith  filed.  To  these  one  million  nine  hundred  and  eleven  thousand 
acres,  no  part  of  the  Indian  title  has  yet  been  extinguished.  There  are  no  settlers  on  it,  and  no  conflicting  claims 
derived  from  British,  Spanish,  or  other  grants;  and,  consequently,  the  company's  pretensions  stand  on  high  and 
strong  foundation.  This  purchase,  so  made  from  the  original  grantees,  of  one  million  nine  hundred  and  elpven  thou- 
sand acres,  was  divided  into  twenty-five  shares  of  seventy-six  thousand  four  hundred  acres  each;  of  these  the  under- 
signed holds,  in  his  own  right,  six  twenty-fifths,  equal  to  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  acres, 
and  is  attorney  and  representative  of  three  twenty-fifths,  equal  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  tlwusand  two  hun- 
dred acres,  making,  in  the  whole,  nine  twenty-fifth  parts  of  said  purchase,  equal  to  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
thousand  six  hundred  acres,  the  remaining  sixteen  twenty-fifths  being  relinquished  by  the  other  purchasers,  as  he  has 
been  informed,  are  now  vested  in  the  United  States  by  their  treaty  with  the  State  of  Georgia.    '  ''^-    ' 

The  undersigned,  and  those  whom  he  represents,  were  purchasers  from  the  original  company,  bona  fide,  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  and  obtained  a  deed,  or  conveyance,  for  their  one  million  nine  hundred  and  eleven  thousand 
acres,  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1795,  which  title  so  derived,  he  is  informed,  and  believes,  is  good  and  available 
in  law  and  equity. 

Unwilling  to  be  a  judge  in  his  own  cause,  and  not  admitting  the  jurisdiction  of  this  honorable  body  to  decide  titles, 
the  undersigned  will,  notwithstanding,  most  cheerfully  submit  to  have  a  decision  of  his  right  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  land,  in  such  mode  as  this  honorable  body  shall  suggest,  to  effectuate  it  in  the  most  speedy  and  impartial  manner. 


204  PUBLIC    LANDS.  U804. 

The  land  lie  claims  is  free  from  conflicting  claims,  has  superior  advantages  of  soil  and  situations,  is  finely- 
watered,  and  has  easy  access  to  market,  by  theMississippi  and  Mobile  rivers. 

Thus  circumstanced,  and  with  the  deep  interest  held  by  the  undersigned,  he  yet,  for  the  sake  of  quiet,  to  avoid 
expense  and  delay,  to  harmonize  with  the  operations  of  Government  in  the  settlement  of  this  tract  of  country,  is 
willing  on  behalf  of  himself,  and  those  whom  he  represents,  to  come  to  a  fair,  just,  and  equitable  compromise;  and, 
therefore,  submits  the  following  propositions: 

Your  memorialist  wishes  to  be  considered  as  standing  alone,  tmconnected  with  any  other  company  or  individual, 
as  the  representative  of  nine  shares,  or  twenty-five  parts  of  the  lands  before  described,  which  he  will  sell,  surrender, 
and  release  to  the  United  States,  upon  the  following  terms:  Let  the  said  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand 
six  hundred  acres  of  land  be  estimated  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  which  will  make  the  gross  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-one  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars.  As  the  original  grant  to  the  Georgia  Company  contained  twenty- 
two  millions  of  acres,  and  in  that  grant  there  were  reserved  one  million  of  acres  for  citizens  to  subscribe;  deduct 
from  the  gfoss  sum  above  stated  one  tweuty-second  part  thereof  to  satisfy  these  claims,  that  is,  seven  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen  dollars,  and  the  balance  remaining  will  be  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  and  eighty-five 
dollars.  This  sum,  divided  into  nine  parts,  will  show  each  share  to  be  worth  eighteen  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one  dollars. 

Your  memorialist,  at  this  price,  will  agree  to  sell  and  surrender  to  the  United  States  all  the  aforesaid  shares  under 
his  control;  and,  for  that  sum,  receive  certificates  or  evidences  of  debt/or  ear/j  share,  transferable,  bearing  an  in- 
terest from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1806,  payable  only  out  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  lands  contained  within  the 
limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Georgia  Company,  and  receivable,  at  all  times,  according  to  their  value  upon  the  face  of 
them,  together  with  the  interest  thereon  accrued,  if  any  there  be,  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  hereafter  to  be  sold  by  the 
United  States,',within  the  limits  ceded  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  at  the  current  sellingprice  fixed, 
or  from  time  to  time  to  be  fixed,  by  the  United  States.  Or,  if  preferred  by  the  United  States,  your  memorialist  will 
receive  evidences  of  dfebt,  in  like  manner,  at  the  rate  or  price  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars  per 
share,  being  twenty  cents  per  acre,  to  bear  an  interest  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1804,  transferable  and  payable 
out  of  the  beforementioned  funds;  and,  in  like  manner,  receivable  for  the  price  of  lands.  Your  memorialist  agrees, 
in  either  event,  to  postpone  the  payment  of  these  certificates,  till  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia is  fully  discharged-  That,  if  any  conflicting  claim  should  arise,  or  be  brought  forward  by  any  person  claiming 
under  the  said  grant,  from  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Georgia  Company,  which  may  or  can  interfere  with  any  of  the 
shares  so  represented  by  your  memorialist,  the  same  may,  and  shall,  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  United 
States,  be  decided  in  conformity  to  the  principles  of  law  and  equity. 


The  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  now  siding.  i 

The  memorial  of  James  Strawbridge.  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Thomas  Young,  of  the  city  of  Savannah, 
respectfully  showeth :  that  they  are  interested  in,  and,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  bona  fide  purchasers  of  a  large  part 
of  that  tract  of  land,  granted  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1795,  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  the  Tennessee  Company. 
That  your  memorialist,  James  Strawbridge,  in  his  own  right,  and  that  of  others,  represents  and  holds  complete  power 
over  three  hundred  and  nine  shares  or  four  hundred  twentieth  parts  of  that  grant;  and  that  your  memorialist,  Thomas 
Young,  holds-in  his  own  right  four  shares, or  four  hundred  twentieth  parts  of  the  same  grant.  That,  as  they  are 
inibrnied  and  believe,  most  of  the  other  shares  in  that  grant  have  been  surrendered  to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

That  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled,  "An  act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  Government  in  the  Mississippi  territory,"  to  wit,  on 
the,  18th  day  of  January,  1802,  your  memorialist,  James  Strawbridge,  then  representing  a  great  portion  of  those  who 
were  and  are  interested  in  the  said  grant,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  virtue  of  that  act,  in  which  he  exhibited  to  them  fully  the  title  and  claim  of  himself,  and  those  that  he 
represented;  a  copy  of  which  letter,  marked  A,  is  hereto  annexed,  which  your  present  memorialists  pray  may  be 
taken  as  a  part  of  this  their  memorial-  That  after  the  commissioners  appointed  in  the  beforementioned  act  of  Con- 
gress had  reported  to  Congress  upon  the  subjects  by  the  said  act  referred  to  them,  to  wit,  on  the  23d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1802,  your  memorialist,  James  Strawbridge,  preferred  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
a  memorial  upon  the  subject  of  the  said  grant,  and  the  rights  derived  under  it;  a  copy  of  which  memorial  is  hereto 
annexed,  marked  B,  which  your  present  memorialists  pray  may  be  taken  as  a  part  of  this  their  memorial. 

Your  memorialists,  still  maintaining  the  principles  advanced  and  contended  for  in  that  memorial  of  James  Straw- 
bridge,  hold  themselves  bound  to  accept,  if  offered  to  them,  any  or  either  of  the  alternatives  in  that  memorial  pro- 
posed for  settling  this  unpleasant,  troublesome,  and  expensive  business.  But,  having  now  wasted  more  than  a  year 
since  that  memorial  was  presented,  and  having  incurred  great  expense  and  fatigue,  they  are  sorry  to  find  tliat  they 
are  now  as  distant  as  ever  from  this  final  adjustment,  so  much  desired  by  them,  and,  as  they  presume,  by  the  United 
States. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  solicit  this  honorable  body  to  take  up  the  subject  and  make  some  pro- 
visions for  obtaining,  from  some  competent  and  authorized  tribunal  of  justice,  a  fair  and  just  decision  upon  their  re- 
spective claims,  if  any  doubt  exists  as  to  their  validity  in  law  or  in  equity;  or  to  make  some  provision  for  having  the 
same  settled  and  finally  adjusted  by  compromise. 

Your  memorialists,  having  paid  their  money  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  for  the  purchase  of  this  property, 
guarantied  by  a  legislative  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  entertain  a  belief  and  a  confidence  that  it  comports  with  the 
honor,  dignity,  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Government  thereof,  to  protect  the  individuals  of  that 
Government  in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  honest  and  fair -acquisitions.  To  the  agents  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  that  honor,  dignity,  and  interest  are  confided,  your  memorialists  respectfully  address  themselves,  be- 
lieving that  it  never  can  be  consistent  with  either  or  with  the  wishes  of  our  Government  to  suppress  by  the  strong  hand 
of  power,  without  regard  to  right,  the  just  claim  of  an  individual,  or,  in  like  manner,  to  evade  and  prevent  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  claim  in  that  way  most  likely  to  ensure  a  decision  conformable  to  justice  and  right. 

Under  these  impressions  your  memorialists  have  applied,  and  do  apply  to  this  honorable  body,  praying  that  the 
subject  maybe  by  them  considered,  and  that  done  in  the  premiseslwhich  to  justice  and  right  appertameth;  and  your 
memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

JAMES  STRAWBRIDGE, 
Trustee  for  the  Tennessee  Company. 
THOMAS  YOUNG, 

March  16th,  1804.  by  John  T.  Mason,  his  .Attorney  for  this  purpose. 

A. 

Washington,  18//t  January,  1803. 
Gentlemen: 

I  understand  commissioners  have  been  appointed  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  now  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose 
of  ceding  to  the  United  States  part  of  their  Western  territory,  and  that  you  are  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  receive  the  same. 

As  I  am  interested,  and  trustee  for  a  company  claiming  a  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  which  will  be  included  in  that  territory,  said  to  be  now  offered  for  your  acceptance  by  the  State  of  Georgia, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  1  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  documents  relative  to  our  claim,  for 
your  consideration,  with  the  hope  that  such  order  will  be  taken  by  you,  that  no  dispute  may  hereafter  take  place 
betwixt  the  United  States  and  our  company,  should  they  succeed  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  country. 
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First.  I  hand  you  a  copy  of  a  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  December,  1794,  and  January  1795 
entitled  "  An  act  for  appropriating  a  partot  the  unlocated  territory  of  this  State  for  the  payment  of  the  lat«  State 
troops  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

By  this  law  lands  were  sold  to  four  companies;  the  one  by  the  name  of  tiie  Tennessee  Company  is  the  one  we 
are  interested  in. 

Second.  The  deed  of  conveyance,  agreeably  to  said.lavr,  by  George  Matthews,  Esq.  then  Governor  of  Georgia  to 
Zachariah  Cox,  Matthias  Maher,  and  their  associates,  dated  January  24th,  1795;  and  ^  ' ' 

Third.  A  deed  of  trust  from  Matthias  Maher,  and  others,  now  proprietors  of  these  lands,  to  James  Strawbrid°-e 
Ebenezer  Jackson,  and  Samuel  Dexter,  trustees,  whose  authority  to  act  for  the  company  you  will  fully  understand* 
by  perusing  the  same.  ■'         . '  ' 

When  the  company  first  got  organized,  they  agreed,  for  their  mutual  benefit  and  convenience,  to  divide  their  in- 
terest in  this  tract  of  land  into  four  hundred  and  twenty  shares,  and  certificates  for  that  number  of  shares  were 
issued  by  Zachariah  Cox  and  Matthias  Maher,  certifying  that  the  proprietor  was  entitled  to  the  one  four  hundr-ed 
and  twentieth  pai-t  of  the  interest  in  said  lands.  .  The  pi-oprietors  of  thr-ee  hundred  of  these  shares  have  signed  the 
deed  of  tr-ust,  and  I,  as  acting  trustee,  have  tirese  shares  in  my  possession.  I  have  heard  that  James  Greenfeal'  who 
latelyfailed  in  the  city  of  Phrladelphia,  held  about  forty  shares  which  he  gave  to  his  creditors,  and  that  fheV'havc 
relinquished  them  to  the  State  of  Georgia;  but:  this  I  have  no  proof  of  the  remaining  shares,  I  am  informed  are  in 
the  hands  of  gentlemen  in  Georgia  and  Boston.  ' 

If  any  other  information  you'may  call  foi',  and  it  is  in  my  power  to  give,  I  will  render  it  with  great  pleasure. 
With  regard,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  STRAWBRIDGE, 

,  , ,  .  r.  J  T        T  T.      •  Trustee  for  the  Tennessee  Company. 

James  Maddison,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Lsquires. 


To  the , Honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  now  assembled,  the  memorial  of 
James  Strmvbridge  respectfully  shotoeth: 

That  the  report  lately  submitted  to  this  honor-able  House, by  the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  tlie 

■    act,  entitled  '•  An  act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the  State  of  Geor-gia,  and  authorizing  the'establislj- 

ment  of  a  government  in  the  Mississippi  terr-itory,"  has  been  so  recently  submitted,  that  little  opportunity  has  been 

afforded  to  examine  the  same  with  that  care  and  attention  that  the  interests  of  your  memorialist,  and  those  he  repr-e- 

sents,  demand  of  him.  ■ 

That  your  memorialist,  in  his  own  right,  owns  and  possesses  thirty-one  shares,  or  four  hundred  and  twentieth 
parts,  of  that  tract  of  land  which  was  granted,  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1795,  by  the  State  of  Geoi'gia  to  the  Ten- 
nessee Company;  that  he  purchased  these  shares  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1795,  and  paid 
a  valuable  consideration  for  the  same;  that  he  also  represents  two  hundred  and  seventy  other  shares  or  four  htjn- 
dred  and  twentieth  parts  of  the  said  gr'ant,  which  belong  to  sundry  individuals  who  purchased  the  same  from  the 
original  gr-antees,  and  paid  a  valuable  consideration  therefor,  he  believes  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  the  year  1795: 
that  these  last  mentioned  shares  have  been  conveyed  by  the  respective  owner-s  thereof  to  your  memorialist  in  trust* 
with  a  view  to  consolidate  the  interests  of  so  many  of  the  proprietors  of  this  land.  '  ' 

To  these  portionsor  shares  of  the  lands  included  within  the  above  mentioned  grant  fr-om  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the 
Tennessee  Compatiy,  your  memorialist  holds  himself  clearly  and  unquestionably  entitled, both  in  law  and  ui  equity 
and  will  be  at  all  times  ready  to  support  and  maintain  that  title  whenever  the  same  may  or  can  be  brought  for  deci- 
sion before  a  tribunal  of  justice  competent  to  decide  thereon. 

The  commissioners,  in  their  r-eport  above  mentiorred,  and  in  the  eighteenth  page  thereof,  have  expr-essed  them- 
,  selves  thus:  "  And  without  pretending  to  affirm  that  the  Legislatui-e  of  the  State  of  Georgia  were  competent  to  make 
the  decision,  they  feel  no  hesitation  in  declaring  it  as  their  opinion  that,  under  all  the  circumstances  which  may 
affect  the  case  as  they  have  come  within  their  knowledge,  and  as  herein  stated,  the  title  of  the  claimants  cannot  be 
supported."  That  men  should  think  differently  on  this  subject  is  not  matter  of  surprise;  your  memorialist  cannot 
have  the  power  or  the  right  to  decide  upon  the  validity  of  his  own  title,  nor  can  he  admit  that  such  a  right  exists  in 
any  body,  natural  or  politic,  who  is  or  may  be  interested  in  the  decision  of  the  question.  He  hopes  that  it  v/ill  be 
consider-ed  by  this  honor-able  House  that  he  is  not  suing  for-  charity  or  asking  for  favoi-s,  but  that  he  is  asserting  and 
pursuin"  a  right  tlmt  he  deems  unquestionable;  he  therefore  hopes  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  thtT wis- 
dom and  justice  of  this  honorable  House  shall  suggest,  to  enable  your  memorialist  to  br-ing  his  title  for  adjudication 
before  a  competent  tribunal  of  justice. 

But  if  it  is  the  wish  of  this  honorable  House  to  purchase  and  possess  the  United  States  of  the  title  held  by  voirr 
memorialist,  to  free  himself  fr-om  further  trouble  and  expense,  he  will  Sell  tire  whole  inter-est  thcr-ein  by  him  i-e*pre- 
sented,  not,  indeed,  upon  the  terras  propsised  in  the  r-epnrt  of  the  commissioners  above  mentioned,  but  upon  terms 
which  the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Geor-gia  will  justify,  although  your  memorialist  does 
not  concede  that  this  compact  can  in  arry  way  affect  or  diminish  his  rights. 

■  Without  meaning  to  call  in  question  the  validity  of  the  title  of  any  of  the  claimants  under  grants  fr-om  the  State 
of  Geor-gia,  your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  state,  that  there  never  was  and  trever  can  be  a  doubt  but  that  the  whole 
of  the  lands  contained  wilhifi  the  grant  from  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Tennessee  Company,  ar-e  within  the  esta- 
blished and  admitted  boundary  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  that  the  Indian  titles  to  any  part  of  that  tt-act  having  never 
been  extirrguished,  there  can  be  no  conflicting  claims  arising  from  settlement  rights.  Whether  these  circumstances 
make  these  lands  raor-e  valuable  than  those  claimed  by  others,  and  justify  a  discriminating  price,  it  is  for  this  honor- 
able House  to  determine. 

Your  memorialist  wishes  to  be  considered  as  standiiig  alone,  unconnected  with  any  other  company,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  certain  portions  of  the  land  gr-anted  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Tennessee  Company,  the  title  to 
which  he  will  sell  and  release  to  the  United  States  upon  the  following  terms: 

The  sum  of  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be  considered  as  the  price  or  value  of  the  wiiole 
tract  of  land  granted  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Tennessee  Company.  From  this  take  sixty  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  for  citizens'  rights,  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  satisfy  the  grant  from  the  State  of  Georgia 
to  the. commissiorters  who  surveyed  those  lands,  and  seventy-seven  thousand  dollars  as  a  fund  to  satisfy  and.extin- 
guish  the  claims  of  settlers,  if  any  such  there  now  be  upon  this  particular  tract  of  countr-y;  these  sums  to  be  retained 
by  the  United  States.  This  will  reduce  the  first  mentioned  sum  to  one  million  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which, 
divided  into  four  hundred  and  twenty  parts  or  shares,  will  show  each  shar-e  to  be  worth  two  thousand  five  hundt-ed 
dollars;  a  sum  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  fur  the  said  land. 

Your  memor-ialist,  at  this  price,  will  agree  to  sell  and  surrender  to  the  United  States  all  the  shat-es  that  are  or 
may  be  under  his  contr-ol,  and  receive  for  such  price  certificates  or  evidences  of  debt;  made  tr-ansferuble,  and  bear- 
ing an  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1806,  to  be  paid  only  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  those  lands  contained  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  from  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Ten- 
nessee Company,  but  to  be  made  receivable  at  all  times,  (after  the  completion  of  the  payment  stipulated  for  to  the 
State  of  Georgia)  according  to  the  value  expr-essed  upon  the  face  of  them,  together  with  the  interest  accrued,  if  any 
ther-e  be,  in  the  purchase  ot  lands  hereafter  to  be  sold  by  the  United  States  within  the  tract  of  country  ceded  to 
them  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  ordinary  current  price  at  which  the  United  States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  sell 
the  same. 

Or,  if  preferred  by  the  United  States,  your  memorialist  will  receive  evidences  of  debt  in  the  like  manner,  at  the 
rate  or  pnce  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  share,  transferable,  as  before  stated,  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  centum 
27  p 
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per  annum  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1804,  payable  only  out  of  the  before  mentioned  funds,  and  receivable,  as 
before  stated,  in  the  purchase  of  lands.  And,  in  either  event,  your  memorialist  agrees  that  the  payment  of.  these 
certificates  shall  be  postponed  until  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia  is  fully  satisfied. 

And  in  the  event  that  there  should  be  no  claims  for  settlements  within  this  tract  exhibited  and  made  good  on  or 
before  the  1st  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1806,  to  absorb  the  said  surii  of  seventy-seven  thousand  dollars,  that  then 
the  said  seventy-seven  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  remains  unappropriated  to  the  purposes  above  con- 
templated, shall  be  divided  into  four  hundred  and  twenty  shares  and  certificates,  or  evidences  of  debt  issued  for 
the  same,  upon  the  principles  above  stated,  and  so  many  of  such  certificates  delivered  to  your  memorialist  as  he 
shall  have  previously  surrendered  and  released  shares  to  the  United  States. 

In  case  any  doubts  shall  arise  as  to  the  power  of  your  memorialist  to  sell  and  release  to  the  United  States  any  of 
the  shares  by  him  ottered  to  be  sold  and  released,  the  United  States  or  their  agent  shall  have  power  to  accept  or 
reject  such  surrender  and  release;  ?.nd  where  the  same  shall  be  rejected,  the  United  States  shall  retain  the  price  of 
such  share,  leaving  the  said  share  so  refused  unaffected  by  the  agreement  with  your  mernorialist. 

That  if  any  conflicting  claims  should  arise  or  be  brought  forward  by  any  person  claiming  under  the  said  grant 
from  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Tennessee  Company,  which  may  or  can  interfere  with  any  of  the  shares  so  repre- 
sented, or  to  be  represented,  by  your  memorialist,  the  same  may  and  shall,  by  commissioners  for  that  purpose  by 
law  to  be  appointed,  be  decided  in  conformity  to  the  principles  ot  law  and  equity. 

Your  memorialist  further  represents  that,  of  the  above  mentioned  four  hundred  and  twenty  shares  in  the  Ten- 
nessee Company,  the  number  of  fifty  shares  have  been  surrendered  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  that  most  of  the  out- 
standing shares  which  are  not  at  this  time  represented  by  your  memorialist  may,  and  probably  will,  hereafter,  be 
placed  under  his  control;  in  that  event,  your  memorialist  will  also  sell  and  surrender  such  shares  to  the  United 
States  upon  the  terms  above  proposed. 

,     ^  1-    i-  JAMES  STRAWBRIDGE, 

Trustee  for  the  Tennessee  Company. 
Washington,  23d  February,  1803. 


8th  Congress.]  No.  103.  '  '  [2d  Session. 

DESCRIPTION    OF    THE    LEAD    MINES    IN    UPPER   LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    CONGRESS,    NOVEMBER  8,    1804. 

By  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"The  lead  mines  in  that  territory  (Louisiana)  oftijr  so  rich  a  supply  of  that  metal  as  to  merit  attention.  The 
report,  now  communicated,  will  inform  you  of  their  state,  and  of  the  necessity  of  immediate  inquiry  into  their 
occupation  and  titles." 

St.  Louis,  June  16,  1804. 

In  consequence  of  a  request  made  me  by  Captain  Lewis,  before  he  left  this,  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  of 
enclosing  you  a  copy  of  a  dissertation  on  the  Lead  Mines  in  Upper  Louisiana,  furnished  me  by  Moses  Austin,  Esq. 
This  gentleman  owns  an  extensive  mine,  situated  about  thirty-eight  miles  back  of  St.  Genevieve,  which  he  has   ■ 
worked  for  some  years  past,  and,  from  his  education  and  experience,  I  conceive  him  to  be  better  calculated  to  give 
correct  information  on  the  subject  than  any  other  man  in  this  quarter. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  high  respect,  your  very  humble  servant,- 

AMOS  STODDARD, 
Captain  and  first  Civil  Commandant,  of  Upper  Louisiana. 
The  President  of  the  UnitedStates. 

Sir: 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  annexed  a  memorandum  of  the  number,  extent,  and  situation  of  the  Lead 
Mines  in  Upper  Louisiana,  with  an  estimate  of  the  average  quality  of  mineral  produced,  and  the  number  of  hands 
employed  at  each  mine;  with  the  probable  quantity  whicTi  may  be  annually  produced,  when  the  country  becomes 
populated  so  as  to  attbrd  workmen  sufficient  to  occupy  the  mines  to  advantage. 

NAMES  OF  THE   MINES. 

1.  Mine  a  Burton.  6.  Mine  a,  la  Plate, 

i  2.  Mine  a  Robuna,  7.  Mine  a  Joe, 

3.  Old  Mines,  8.  Mine  a  Lanye. 

4.  Mine  Ranault,  9.  Mine  a  la  Mott, 

'  5.  Mine  a  Maneto,  10.  Mine  a  Gerbore. 

1.  The  Mine  a  Burton,  situated  thirty-eight  miles  west  northwest  of  St.  Genevieve,  was  discovered  by  Frencis 
Burton,  about  the  year  1763,  on  a  fork  of  Grand  river,  ten  miles  from  its  junction  with  the  main  river,  after  which 
it  takes  the  name  of  Ranault's  fork  of  the  Merimack,  and  unites  with  that  river,  about  twenty-five  miles  above  its 
junction  with  the  Mississippi.  The  Fouche  Ranault  is  navigable  in  the  spring  season,  within  ten  miles  of  the  Mine 
a.  Burton.  In  the  year  1798,  a  concession  of  one  league  in  surperticies,  comprehending  about  one-third  part  of  the 
mine,  (on  condition  he  should  erect  a  smelting  furnace,  and  establish  a  lead  manufacture)  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Austin,  all  of  which  he  has  carried  into  execution.  Francis  Burton,  also,  obtained  a  grant  of  four  acres,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  discovery. 

There  is  a  small  village  at  this  place,  of  twenty  families,  who  cultivate  a  little  land  near  the  mines,  but  have  no 
concessiuns.     Two  grist  mills,  with  a  saw  mill,  furnish  the  inhabitants  with  grinding  and  plank. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  workings  at  the  Mine  a  Burton  are  in  an  open  prairie,  which  rises  nearly  a  hundred 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  creek.  The  mines  may  be  said  to  extend  over  two  thousand  acres  of  land;  but  the  prin- 
cipal workings  are  within  the  limits  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  and  perhaps  no  part  of  the  world  furnishes 
lead  ore  in  greater  quantities  and  purity.  The  mineral  is  found  within  two  feet  of  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  it 
is  seldom  the  minei-s  dig  deeper  than  ten  feet;  not  that  the  mineral  discontinues,  but  because  they  find  it  trouble- 
some to  raise  it  out  of  the  ground;  the  French  miners  being  unacquainted  with  the  utility  of  machinery,  and  gene- 
rally are  able  to  procure  plenty  nearer  the  surface. 

The  manner  in  which  the  mines  have  been  wrought  renders  it  impossible  to  determine  whether  the  mineral  ter- 
minates in  regular  veins  or  not;  for  when  the  miner  finds  himself  ten  or  twelve  feet  below  the  surface,  his  inexpe- 
rience obliges  him  to  quit  his  digging  and  begin  anew,  notwithstanding  the  appearance  of  mineral  may  be  good. 
Thus,  one-half  his  time  is  taken  up  in  sinking  new  holes  or  pits. 

The  mineral  is  of  two  qualities,  gravel  and  fossil  mineral.  The  gravel  mineral  is  found  immediately  under  the 
soil,  intermixed  with  gravel,  in  pieces  from  one  to  fifty  pounds  weight  of  solid  mineral.  After  passing  through  the 
gravel,  which  is  commonly  from  three  to  four  feet,  is  found  a  sand  rock,  which  is  easily  broken  up  witTi  a  pick,  and 
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■when  exposed  to  the  air,  crumbles  to  a  fine  sand.  This  rock  also  continues  five  or  six  feet,  and  contains  mineral 
nearly  of  the  same  quality  as  the  eravel:  but  mineral  of  the  first  quality  is  found  in  a  bed  of  red  clay,  under  the 
sand  rock,  in  pieces  from  ten  to  five  hundred' pounds  vi^eight,  on  tlie  outside  of  which  is  a  white,  gold,  or  silver 
colored  spar  or  fossil,  of  a  bright,  glittering  appearance,  as  solid  as  the  mineral  itself,  and  in  weight  as  three  to  two: 
this  being  taken  off,  the  mineral  is  solid,  unconnected  with  any  other  substance,  of  a  bioad  grain,  and  what  miner- 
alogists call  potter's  ore.  When  it  is  smelted  in  a  common  smelting  furnace,  it  produces  sixty  per  cent.;  and  when 
agaui  smelted  in  a  ^lag  furnace,  produces  fifteen  per  cent,  more,  making,  cleanly  smelted,  seventy-five  per  cent. 
The  gravel  mineral  is  incrusted  with  a  dead  grey  substance,  the  eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness;  has  small  veins  of 
sulphur  through  it,  and  will  not  produce  more  than  sixty  per  cent,  when  cle,inly  smelted. 

When  I  first  knew  the  Mine  a  Burton,  in  the  year  1797,  the  French  smelted  their  mineral  in  stone  furnaces, 
somewhat  similar  to  limekilns.  At  the  bottom  they  put  a  floor  of  the  largest  logs  to  be  found,  setting  smaller  ones 
round  the  sides  of  the  furnace.  In  a  furnace  thus  arranged,  is  put  from  three  to  five  thousand  pounds  weight  of 
•mineral;  and  a  fire  being  lighted  under  the  bottom  of  the  furnace,  is  kept  up  until  the  mineral  is  entirely  smelted, 
burnt,  or  lost  in  the  ashes.  In  this  way  each  miner  smelted  his  own  mineral;  extracting  about  three  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  of  lead  from  each  thousand  pounds  weight  of  mineral:  but,  since  my  works  have  been  established,  they 
have  found  it  more  advantageous  to  sell  their  mineral  than  to  smelt  it  themselves. 

In  the  year  1798,  there  were  twenty  French  furnaces;  but,  in  1802,  one  only  was  in  use. 

The  time  for  working  the  mines  is  from  August  to  December.  After  harvest,  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Genevieve 
and  New  Bourbon  resort  to  the  mines;  the  rich  send  their  negroes,  and  the  poor  class  depend  on  the  mines  to  furnish 
them  with  lead  to  purchase  all  imported  articles.  From  the  middle  of  August  to  the  fifteenth  or  twentieth  of  Decem- 
ber, there  are  from  forty  to  fifty  men  employed  in  dig^ng  mineral;  the  remainder  of  the  year  but  little  mineral  is 
drawn  from  the  mines,  and  but  few  hands  employed.  From  the  year  1798  to  1803,  the  average  quantity  of  mineral 
may  be  stated  at  five  hundred  and  fifty,  or  six  hundred  thousand  pounds,  French  weight,  each  year;  procured, 
mostly,  in  four  months,  by  not  more  than  fifty  men.  The  same  number  of  hands  employed  the  year  round  would 
produce  at  least  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  thousand  pounds,  making  pioper  allowance  for  spring  rains.  From  the 
extent  of  the  mines  one  thousand  men  might  be  employed  to  equal  advantage. 

2.  Mine  a  Robuna,  two  miles  east-southeast  of  the  Mine  a  Burton,  was  discovered  about  the  same' time.  This 
mine  has  not  been  wrought  for  many  years,  until  the  last  season;  a  few  experiments  were  made,  and  a  small  quantity 
of  mineral  raised.  The  old  diggings  are  not  extensive,  although  it  is  said  large  quantities  of  mineral  were  drawn 
from  the  mine  on  its  first  discovery.  It  is  public  property,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  will  become  advan- 
tageous when  the  population  of  the  country  shall  afford  workmen  to  open  and  work  the  mines. 

3.  Old  Mines,  so  called  from  being  discovered  many  years  before  the  Mine  a  Burton.  It  is  said  the  old  mines 
■were  opened  and  wrought  by  Mr.  Ranault,  about  the  year  1726,  at  the  time  he  explored  this  country  for  the  famous 
Law  and  company.  It  is  situated  five  miles  northeast  of  the  Mine  a.  Burton,  on  the  discovery  of  which  it  was 
abandoned,  mineral  being  found  in  great  abundance  at  the  new  mines.  The  old  mines  remained  in  this  situation 
until  February,  1802,  when  fifteen  French  families  made  a  settlement  near  the  mines,  and  have  formed  a  village, 
since  which  the  mines  have  been  opened,  and  the  last  year  produced  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds 
■weight  of  mineral  of  an  excellent  quality,  not  inferior  to  the  best  produced  at  the  Mine  a  Burton.  A  gold  colored 
fossd,  similar  to  that  found  at  the  Mine  a  Burton,  is  also  connected  with  the  mineral  taken  from  this  mine. 

The  prospect  of  obtaining  immense  quantities  of  mineral  from  the  old  mines,  is  at  present  very  flattering,  and 
there  is  not  the  least  doubt  of  their  being  equally  extensive  as  the  Mine  a  Burton.  The  present  workings,  with  the 
old,  include  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  The  mines  are  elevated,  and  may  be  easily  drained  to  the  depth  of 
a  hundred  feet. 

In  the  year  1799,  a  grant  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land  was  obtained,  and  surveyed  in  1800,  but  includes  no  part 
of  the  workings;  therefore,  the  mine,  with  the  adjacent  lands,  excepting  that  concession,  may  be  considered  as  public 
property.  No  smelting  furnace  has  as  yet  been  erected  at  this  place,  except  a  French  one,  most  of  the  mineral  being 
transported  to  the  Mine  a  Burton  to  be  smelted.  The  greatest  number  of  hands  employed  at  the  old  mines,  at  any 
one  time  since  the  late  establishment,  has  not  exceeded  twenty-five  or  thirty,  and  those,  only  for  a  few  months. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  space  between  the  old  mines  and  the  Mine  a.  Burton  may  produce  mineral  in  as  great 
abundance  as  either  of  the  mines.    The  Fouche  Ranault  is  navigable  within  seven  miles  of  this  mine. 

4.  Mine  Ranault,  situated  six  miles  north  of  the  Mine  a  Burton,  on  a  creek  of  the  same  name.  Little  can  be 
said  relative  to  this  mine,  it  not  having  been  wrought  for  more  than  seventy  years;  but,  from  information,  and  the 
extent  of  the  diggings,  a  large  quantity  of  mineral  was  drawn  from  it.  It  was  discovered  and  opened  by  Mr. 
Ranault,  about  the  year  1724-5,  with  an  expectation  of  finding  silver  ore.  The  country  near  the  mine  is  hilly  and 
broken.  It  is  supposed  that  Ranault's  concession,  granted  by  the  King  of  France,  if  ever  it  should  be  brought  for- 
ward, will  comprehend  the  mine.  The  mineral  drawn  from  these  mines  is  of  a  good  quality,  generally  found  in 
limestone  rock,  in  regular  veins,  and  is  said  to  be  inexhaustible.  I  know  of  no  reason  why  they  have  been  so  long 
neglected,  unless  I  attribute  it  to  the  discovery  of  mines  nearer  the  settlements,  and  the  small  number  of  workmen 
to  carry  them  on.  As  they  are  within  ten  miles  of  navigation,  by  the  Fouche  Ranault,  great  expectations  of  their 
utility  to  the  public  may  justly  be  entertained. 

5.  Mine  a  Maneto,  or  American  mines,  on  Grand  river,  was  discovered  and  opened  in  the  month  of  October, 
1799,  by  the  Americans  settled  on  Grand  river:  is  situated  twelve  miles  east-southeast  of  the  Mine  a.  Burton.  The 
appearance  of  the  mines  being  very  flattering,  a  plan  was  executed  by  Messrs.  Valle  and  Pratt,  of  St.  Genevieve,  to 
dispossess  the  Americans  of  the  privilege  allowed  in  such  cases,  of  four  acres  in  superficies,  as  a  compensation  to  the 
discoverers  of  mines.  In  1803,  Mr.  Pratt  brought  forward  two  concessions,  one  for  himself,  of  one  thousand  acres, 
the  other  in  the  name  of  his  son,  a  minor,  for  eignt  hundred  acres.  In  consequence  of  these  concessions,  the  Ameri- 
cans have  been  excluded  from  the  mines. 

The  Mine  a  Maneto,  from  its  flat  position,  will  not  admit  of  deep  mining,  the  water  rising  at  the  depth  of  fifteen 
feet,  and  die  situation  is  such  it  cannot  be  drained.  The  mineral  is  found  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  in  a  soft,  grey  limestone  rock,  in  small  particles.  The  rock  lies  in  a  horizontal  position,  in  sheets  of 
five  or  six  inches  in  thickness.  Two  or  three  layers  of  this  rock  are  found  one  under  the  other;  between  each  is  a 
layer,  either  of  clay  or  mineral,  one  or  two  inches  thick;  most  commonly  mineral.  In  places  where  the  rock  will 
admit  of  sinking  eight  or  ten  feet,  the  mineral  is  found  in  thin  flakes,  covered  with  an  iron-colored  rust.  Before 
the  mineral  can  be  smelted,  it  requires  to  be  pounded  and  washed;  after  passing  through  this  operation,  out  of  one 
thousand  pounds,  as  it  is  taken  from  the  mines,  three  or  four  hundred  only  is  found  to  be  mineral.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  additional  labor,  the  ease  and  facility  with  which  the  mineral  is  procured  would  leave  a  handsome  profit  in 
the  hands  of  experienced  workmen;  but,  to  the  present  holders,  yields  but  little.  There  is  not  the  smallest  appear- 
ance of  the  marcasite  to  be  found  in  these  mines.  The  land  carriage  to  St.  Genevieve,  from  the  mines  a  Maneto, 
is  about  twenty-six  miles. 

7.  Mine  a  la  Plate,  situate  on  a  river  of  that  name,  about  two  miles  from  its  junction  with  Grand  river,  and 
eighteen  miles  east-southeast  from  the  Mine  a  Burton,  was  discovered  in  October,  1799,  by  an  American;  but  the 
injustice  done  the  settlers  at  Grand  river,  in  the  affair  of  the  Mine  a  Maneto,  discouraged  those  concerned  in  the 
discovery  from  making  any  great  attempts  to  open  and  improve  it.  [n  1800,  thirty  thousand  pounds  weight  of 
mineral  was  drawn  from  the  mine  by  two  Americans;  obtained  near  the  surface.  The  mineral  assumes  the  appear- 
ance of  regular  veins,  and  there  is  not  a  doubt  but  that  this  mine  will  be  very  productive.  A  silver  colored  fossil  is 
found  at  this  mine,  but  not  in  such  quantities  as  at  the  Mine  a  Burton.  The  mine,  at  present,  is  unoccupied  for 
the  reasons  before  mentioned,  and  will  remain  so  until  a  more  favorable  moment. 

The  land  carriage,  from  the  mine  to  St.  Genevieve,  is  about  twenty  miles.  The  mine  may  be  considered  as  the 
propertyof  the  public. 

7.  Mine  a  Joe,  on  Grand  river,  about  four  miles  from  the  Mine  a  la  Plate,  and  fourteen  southeast  of  the  Mine 
a  Burton,  was  discovered  by  Messrs.  Baker  and  Ally,  American  settlers  at  Grand  river,  in  September,  1801,  but 
was  taken  from  them  in  1802,  by  one  of  those  acts  of  injustice  not  uncommon  in  absolute  Governments.     While 
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Messrs.  Baker  and  Ally  were  suffered  to  work  the  mine,  they  obtained  mineral  in  abundance;  but  since  it  has  been 
in  the  hands  of  (he  present  holders,  it  has  produced  but  little.  This  mine  is  said  to  be  private  property,  which  ren- 
ders it  difficult  to  ascertain  its  extent  and  richness;  but,  from  circumstances,  it  is  supposed  not  to  be  very  extensive. 
The  mineral  is  found  in  pieces  of  several  hundred  pounds  weight,  pure,  and  solid. 

8.  Mine  a  Lany.  This  mine  is  situated  six  miles  west  of  the  Mine  a  Joe,  and  sixteen  south -southeast  of  the 
Mine  a  Burton.  It  was  discovered  about  the  year  1795,  and  bears  the  name  of  its  discoverer.  The  mine  has  not 
been  much  wrought,  and  from  what  I  can  learn,  never  produced  any  large  quantity  of  mineral.  It  is  not  in  much 
renute,  and  at  present  is  unoccupied.     . 

9.  Mine  ;i  la  Mott  is  situated  on  tlje  waters  of  the  river  St.  Francis,  six  miles  from  the  main  river,  and  thirty 
south-southwest  of  St.  Genevieve;  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Ranault  about  the  year  1723  or  1734,  who  made  an  explo- 
ration, but  finding  no  silver  ore,  he  abandoned  it.  About  the  year  1723,  a  man  by  the  name  of  La  Mott  opened 
and  wrought  the  mine,  after  whom  it  is  called. 

Mine  a  la  Mott  differs  in  every  respect  from  the  mines  on  Grand  river,  and  its  vicinity.  The  situation  is  flat 
and  low;  the  water  bad,  and  unhealthy.  The  mineral  is  found  in  regular  veins,  from  two  to  four  feet  solid.  Five  of 
these  veins  have  been  opened  and  wrought.  They  are  found  within  four  or  five  feet  of  the  surface,  with  a  declina- 
tion of  about  forty- five  degrees,  but  cannot  be  mined  deeper  (on  account  of  water)  than  twenty -five  feet,  and  to  that 
depth  only  in  the  dry  season.  The  mineral  is  of  a  fine  steel  grain,  said  to  contain  fifty  ounces  of  silver  to  a  ton  of 
lead,  and  is  highly  charged  witli  sulphur.  Notwithstanding  tlie  French  inhabitants  of  this  country  have  followed 
the  mining  business  upwards  of  eighty  years,  yet  they  have  not  advanced  in  the  art  of  smelting  a  step  beyond  their 
ancestors;  the  methods  they  pursue  bespeak  their  surprising  ignorance.  As  the  Mine  a  la  Mott  differs  from  those 
already  described,  so  does  their  mode  of  smelting.  The  first  process  is,  by  depositing  the  mineral  in  a  pile  of  logs, 
after  the  manner  sea  shells  are  burnt  to  lime:  the  piles  being  set  on  fire  and  consumed,  the  quantity  of  lead  pro- 
duced is  five  per  cent.  It  is  then  put  into  a  furnace  of  stone,  such  as  before  described;  from  this  process,  if  well 
attended,  is  produced  fifteen  per  cent.  more.  After  this  second  burning,  they  consider  the  mineral  in  a  proper  state 
for  smelting;  therefore,  collecting  it  from  the  ashes,  they  again  put  it  into  the  furnace,  arranged  with  logs  at  bottom 
and  sides,  and  make  an  end  of  smelting.  From  the  last  process  they  commonly  obtain  about  fifteen  per  cent., 
making  thirty-five  per  cent,  the  greatest  quantity  obtained. 

At  the  Mine  a  la  Mott  is  also  found,  in  beds,  what  the  mineis  call  gravel  mineral,  because  it  is  found  inter- 
mixed with  the  soil,  like  fine  gravel,  in  particles  from  the  size  of  a  pin's  head  to  that  of  a  hickory  nut.  This  mine- 
ral, after  an  imperfect  vvashing,  is  put  into  a  furnace,  where  it  is  suffered  to  melt  into  a  slag,  no  attempt  being  made 
to  create  a  fluxility  of  the  metal  from  the  dross;  it  is  then  put  into  a  furnace,  not  unlike  a  miller's  hopper,  with  a 
grate  at  bottom;  underneath  a  fire  is  lighted,  and  continued  until  the  slags  are  all  melted,  and  a  partial  fluxion 
effected:  this  mode  of  smelting  produces  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  lead  to  a  thousand  of  mineral.  Not- 
withstanding the  immense  loss  in  smelting,  the  richness  of  the  mines,  and  the  small  expense  in  obtaining  the  mine- 
ral, leaves  an  astonishing  profit  to  the  proprietors.  I  found,  by  experiments,  that  the  mineral,  in  the  hands  ot  skilful 
smelters,  will  produce  sixty,  and  some  of  the  veins  seventy  per  ;cent.  About  the  year  1738-40,  the  Mine  a  la 
Mott  was  considered  as  public  property,  and  the  people  in  general  were  allowed  to  work  at  it.  At  that  time  it 
furnished  almost  all  the  leail  exported  from  the  Illinois:  but  soon  after  the  discovery  and  opening  of  the  Mine  a 
Burton,  the  Mine  a  la  Mott  was,  in  a  great  measure,  abandoned;  the  mineral  at  the  Mine  a  Burton  being  much  easier 
melted.  The  Mine  a,  la  Mott  is  at  this  time  claimed  as  private  property,  in  consequence  of  which  the  inhabitants 
in  general  are  denied  the  privilege  of  working;  therefore,  the  annual  quantity  of  lead  is  greatly  reduced.  For  the 
years  1802  and  1803,  the  quantity  of  lead  made  at  the  Mine  a  la  Mott  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  weight,  although  about  thirty  men  were  employed  from  four  to  six  months  in  each  year.  It  is  evident  that 
fifty  men,  under  a  proper  nianager,  with  a  good  smelting  furnace,  might  produce  five  or  six  hundred  thousand  pounds 
weight  of  lead  per  annum. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  what  part  of  the  mine  is  private  property,  but,  from  the  best  inforniation,  about  fifty  or  sixty 
acres  have  been  granted  at  different  times.  The  mine,  although  not  so  extensive  as  the  Mine  a  Burton,  is  supposed 
to  comprehend  a  much  larger  boundary  than  what  is  granted  to  individuals,  and  may  be  of  consequence  to  the  pub- 
lic. The  river  St.  Francis  will  not  admit  of  navigation  for  a  hundred  miles  below  the  mines;  therefore,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  mines  must  be  transported  by  land  to  St.  Genevieve,  which  is  the  nearest  to  water  carriage. 

10.  Mine  a  Gerbore,  on  the  waters  of  the  river  St.  Francis,  eighteen  miles  north  of  the  Mine  a  la  Mott.  is  also 
a  discovery  of  Ranault,  who  made  an  explorement  in  1745,  but  not  finding  silver  ore,  the  principal  object  of  his 
researches,  he  abandoned  it.  After  which  it  was  wrought  by  a  Mr.  Aura,  and  others,  until  the  Mine  a  Burton  was 
discovered,  when  it  was  again  abandoned.  The  old  diggings  are  extensive,  but  the  quantity  of  lead  produced  1 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  It  is  said  to  be  equal  to  any  of  the  mines  in  the  country.  The  commandant  of 
New  Bourbon  has  a  concession  of  a  league  in  superficies,  comprehending  the  mines. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Within  twelve  months  past,  several  discoveries  have  been  made  near  the  Mine  a.  Burton.  Valuable  lead  mines 
have  been  likewise  discovered  about  two  hundred  miles  up  the  river  Merimack;  some  of  the  mineral  I  have  seen, 
■which  is  of  a  good  quality.  In  short,  the  country  for  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  round  the  Mine  ii  Burton  exhibits 
strong  appearances  of  mineral.  In  all  the  small  creeks  mineral  is  found  washed  down  from  the  hills,  and  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  find  in  the  draughts  leading  to  creeks  and  rivers,  and  in  gulleys  made  by  the  spring  rains,  mineral  in 
pieces  from  ten  to  fifty  pounds  weight  brought  down  by  the  torrents.  Some  hundreds  have  beep  collected  in  this 
way.  No  country  yet  known  furnishes  greater  indications  of  an  inexhaustible  quantity  of  lead  mineral,  and  so 
easily  obtained.  One  motive  to  render  the  mining  business  generally  advantageous  is,  that  every  former  may  be  a 
miner,  and,  when  unemployed  on  his  farm,  n^y,  by  a  few  weeks'  labor,  almost  at  his  own  door,  dig  as  much  iiiine- 
ral  as  will  furnish  his  family  with  all  imported  articles.  From  a  view  of  the  lead  mines  in  Upper  I^ouisiana,  it  may 
be  seen  that  nothing  is  wanting  but  an  increase  of  population  to  augment  their  produce  to  a  surprising  degree.  It  is 
also  evident  there  are  valuable  discoveries  yet  to  be  made.  It  may,  therefore,  be  matter  of  consideration  with  the 
Government,  whether  the  donation  of  four  acres  in  superficies  to  the  discoverers  of  mines  would  not  be  advanta- 
geous to  be  continued.  The  Spanish  Government  have  also  allowed  the  inhabitants  to  work  on  public  lands,  tree 
from  any  kind  of  tax.  A  continuation  of  this  privilege  \vill  exhaust  both  the  mines  and  timber,- without  the  least 
advantage  to  the  public.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  heavy  imposition  is  imposed,  it  may  discourage  the  mining  busi- 
ness; yet  the  man  who  can,  with  his  pick  and  shovel,  make  his  thirty,  forty,  and  sometimes  his  hundred  dollars 
per  month,  may  well  afford  to  pay  a  small  tax  to  Government. 

The  country  about  the  mines  is  broken,  but  not  mountainous,  and  furnishes  (he  best  of  land  for  cultivation,  antl 
streams  of  water  sufficient  for  all  kinds  of  water  works.  Grand  river  rises  ten  miles  southwest  of  the  Mine  a  Bur- 
ton, and  in  its  course  forms  nearly  three  parts  of  a  circle  round  the  mines,  and  loses  its  name  in  the  Fouche  Ranault, 
which  is  navigable  to  the  Mississippi;  they  unite  ten  miles  north  of  the  Mine  a  Burton,  and  it  is  remarkable  that,  in 
forming  this  circle,  its  distance  from  the  mines  does  not  exceed  fourteen  miles  in  any  one  place.  It  also  furnishes 
both  land  and  water,  of  a  superior  quality,  sufficient  for  eight  or  nine  hundred  families. 

Thus  situated,  the  time  cannot  be  far  distant  when  this  country  will  furnish  lead  sufficient,  not  only  for  the  con- 
sumption of  the  United  States,  but  all  Europe,  if  moderate  encouragement  is  given  by  Government,  and  protection 
against  the  Osage  Indians,  who  yearly  plunder  the  inhabitants. 

The  mines  on  the  waters  of  the  St.  Francis  are  capable  of  furnishing  vast  quantities  of  lead.  The  Mine  a  la 
Mott  has  been  styled  the  gold  mine,  as  descriptive  of  its  wealth;  and  if  under  proper  management  would  verify  the 
observation. 

From  the  annexed  estimate  it  will  be  found  that  the  gross  produpe  of  all  the  mines,  now  occupied,  amounts  to 
thirty-six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  The  whole  number  of  workmen  employed,  including  miners,  smelters, 
wood-cutters,  and  carters,  has  not  exceeded  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of  which  number  one  hundred  and  twenty 
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may  be  supposed  to  work  four  months,  and  the  remaining  thirty  the  year  round.    From  this  calculation,  it  will  be 
found  that  each  man  employed  in  the  business  averages  forty-three  dollars  per  month. 

To  this  may  be  added  the  increased  value  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  weight,  manufactured  at 
the  Mine  a  Burton,  into  shot  and  sheets,  which  makes  the  export  valuation  forty  thousand  and  one  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  the  average  produce  for  three  years  past.  Admitting  one  thousand  men  to  be  employed  the  year  round, 
at  the  different  mines  now  known,  and  the  quantity  of  lead  produced  to  be  in  proportion  to  what  is  now  obtained 
by  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  a  supposition  by  no  means  extravagant,  the  proceeds  are  found  to  amount  to  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  upwards.  This  calculation,  perhaps,  by  some,  may  be  deemed  inciedible;  but  tlVe 
riches  and  extent  of  the  mines  justify  the  calculation. 

Mn  estimate  of  the  produce  of  the  several  mines. 

Mine  a.  Burton,  550,000  lbs.  mineral,  estimated  to  produce  6G  9-3,  is  366,666  2-3  lbs. 

lead  at  $5,  is      -  -  -  -  -  -        .        -        $18,333  33 

To  which  add  $30  (on  120,000  lbs.  manufactured)  to  each  thousand,  is  -  -  3,600  00 

Old  mines,  200,000  lbs.  mineral,  estimated  to  produce  66  3-3,is  133,333  1-3  lbs.  lead, 

at  $5  per  cwt.,  is                ------  -  $6,666  67 

Miue  a  la  Mott,  200,000  lbs.  lead,  at  $5  per  cwt.,  is          -               -               -  -  10,000  00 

Suppose  at  all  the  other  mines  30,000  lbs.  lead,  at  $5,  is                   -               -  -  1,500  00 


$21,933  33 


18,166  67 

Total  amount  is,  -  -        $40,100  00 

When  the  manufacture  of  white  and  red  lead  is  put  into  operation,  the  export  valuation  will  be  considerably 
augmented  on  the  same  quality  of  lead. 


The  following  table  will  show  the  present  population  of  the  Mine  a  Burton,  and  its  vicinity. 


Division  of  Settlements. 

Distance  from 
Mine  a  Burton. 

American  fami- 
lies. 

■ 
French  families. 

Whole  number  of  inhabitants. 

Mine  a  Burton,  including  se- 

Suppose   each    family    to 

veral  plantations, 

- 

14 

12 

consist  ot  tight  persons,  the 
whole  number  will  be  seven 

Bellevue, 

10 

20 

hundred  and  twenty-eight 
souls. 

Old  mines, 

5 

■- 

15 

, 

Grand  river,    - 

12 
Total, 

30 

64 

27 

In  June,  1799,  when  I  removed  my  family  to  the  Mine  a.  Burton,  tlie  whole  number  of  inhabitants  settled  on  the 
Gcand  river  and  its  waters  did  not  exceed  sixty-three  or  four  persons,  consisting  of  eight  families. 

N.  B.  Some  late  transactions,  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  St.  Louis,  if  valid,  will  entirely  change  the  situation 
of  the  public  property  within  fen  miles  of  the  Mine  a.  Burton.  Surveys  of  all  the  lands  worthy  of  notice  have  been 
made,  with  an  intention  to  include  every  spot  of  land  supposed  to  contain  mineral.  These  surveys  amount  to  thirty 
or  forty  thousand  acres,  and  have  been  made,  except  in  a  few  instances,  since  the  first  of  the  present  month- 

The  above  observations  and  estimates  are  as  accurate  as  the  nature  of  things  would  admit,  and  the  shortness  of 
time  I  have  had  to  collect  information.     All  of  which  are  submitted  with  respect. 

MOSES  AUSTIN. 

February  13,  1804. 
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CLAIMANTS    UNDER    THE    GEORGIA    MISSISSIPPI    COMPANY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE   HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,    NOVEMBER   30,    1804. 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA: 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
said  Slates,  in  Congress  assembled,  November,  1804,  the  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  holders 
of  the  title  of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company'  lo  lands  lying  within  the  Mississippi  territory,  most  respect- 
fully represents: 

That,  at  the  time  when  Congress  saw  fit  to  erect  a  Government  within  the  Mississippi  territory,  by  their  act 
passed  June,  1798,  the  claimants,  represented  by  the  undersigned,  presented  a  memorial  to  the  then  President  of 
the  United  States,  setting  forth  the  nature  of  their  title,  derived  from  the  grantees  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  lay- 
ing claim  to  the  lands  contained  within  the  limits  of  their  grants^  and,  accordingly,  the  rights  of  individuals  are 
expressly  declared  by  said  act  to  be  unimpaired  thereby;  which  memorial  was  afterwards  laid  before  certain  commis 
sioners  appointed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  eighth  day  of  May,  1800,  for  the  purpose  of  treating  with  com- 
missioners from  the  State  of  Georgia  for  the  cession  ot  said  territory;  by  the  seventh  section  of  which  act  the  rights 
of  individuals  to  the  soil  are  declared  to  be  as  valid  as  if  said  act  had  never  been  passed;  and,  by  the  tenth  section 
of  the  same  act,  the  said  commissioners  are  authorized  to  receive  from  the  claimants  propositions  for  the  compromise 
of  their  claims,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress,  with  their  opinion  thereon.  In  obedience  to  this  law,  the  claim- 
ants, whom  the  undersigned  represent,  attended  at  the  seat  of  Government,  at  a  heavy  expense,  during  the  whole 
negotiation  between  the  two  Powers,  and  exhibited  their  claims  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  kwA  en- 
tered a  caveat  with  them,  against  the  purchase  of  any  part  of  the  lands  claimed  by  your  memorialists;  but  at  the 
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same  time  manilested  tlieir  readiness  to  enter  into  a  compromise  and  adjustment  of  their  claims  on  reasonable  terms, 
aTecably  to  the  intentions  of  the  act.  The  commissioners,  however,  from  motives  of  prudence,  declined  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  with  the  claimants,  until  they  had  finally  completed  the  articles  of  cession  with  the  commissioners 
of  the  State  of  Georgia;  but  constantly  assuring  the  claimants,  that  proper  regard  would  be  had  to  their  claims  in 
the  adjustment;  accordingly,  in  the  articles  of  cession  they  saw  fit  to  reserve  the  right,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  appropriate  five  millions  of  acres  of  the  ceded  territory,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pensating the  claims  not  otherwise  provided  for,  in  the  articles  of  cession;  of  the  claims  not  so  provided  for,  your 
memoriaTists  aver,  those  under  the  act  of  Georgia  of  January,  1795,  were  specially  and  principally  contemplated 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  and  assented  to  by  those  of  Georgia.  As  the  treaty  of  cession  required 
the  ratification  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  chose  to  submit  the  same  to  the 
approbation  of  Congress,  they  deferred  any  further  negotiation  with  the  claimants  until  such  ratification  should  be 
had;  accordingly,  at  the  session  of  Congress  of  1802-3,  the  claimants  again  attended,  and  under  the  then  existing 
law,  exhibited  to  the  commissioners  their  claims,  and  the  derivation  of  their  titles  from  the  grantees  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  after  many  communications  between  the  commissioners  and  the  claimants,  certain  propositions  were 
made  by  the  latter,  but  not  acceded  to  by  the  former;  upon  which,  at  the  end  of  the  session  they  made  theii;  report 
to  Congress,  with  their  opinion  of  a  compromise;  which  not  being  accompanied  with  the  assent  of  the  claimants, 
was  not  acted  upon  by  Congress;  but  at  the  same  time  they  passed  another  act,  in  which  they  made  an  appro- 
pi-iation  of  the  five  millions  of  acres  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  for  such  claims  on  said  territory,  as  Congress 
should  see  fit  to  provide  for,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty;  and  by  said  act  the  Government  again  invited  the 
claimants  to  make  propositions  of  compromise  to  the  commissioners,  who  were  directed  to  report  the  same  to  Con- 
gress at  their  next  session;  and  the  claimants  were  therein  called  upon  to  record  all  the  evidences  of  their  titles  in 
the  ofBce  of  the  Department  of  State,  at  their  own  expense;  in  obedience  to  this  act,  they  have,  at  great  cost,  re  • 
corded  the  evidences  of  their  title,  and  attended  the  whole  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  ready  to  enter  into  the 
proposed  compromise;  but  a  bill  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  empowering  commissioners  to  make  a  final  adjust- 
ment with  the  claimants  was  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  present  session. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  again  present  themselves  before  Congress  respectfully  to  declare  their  readiness  to 
enter  into  a  negotiation  for  a  compromise  of  their  claims,  within  the  conditions  and  limitations  of  the  cession  of 
Georgia,  with  any  commissioners  who  maybe  authorized  thereto,  reserving  all  their  rights  at  law,  in  case  the  com- 
promise should  not  be  effected.  This  mode  of  compensating  the  losses,  and  extinguishing  the  claims  on  said  terri- 
tory, by  compromise,  your  memorialists  conceive  to  be  congenial  to  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  as  expressed  in  the  several  acts  above  alluded  to,  and  assented  to  by  the  State  of  Georgia  in  their 
■  act  of  cession,  and  has  been  so  confidently  relied  on  by  the  claimants,  as  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith  and  honor,  that 
they  have  hitherto  looked  to  it  as  a  certain  resource  for  indemnity,  and  have  patiently  submitted  to  the  heavy  ex- 
penses with  which  its  tedious  progress  has  been  attended. 

Should  Congress  think  it  more  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  that  the  titles  of  the  claimants,  to  their 
whole  extent,  should  have  a  judicial  decision,  they  humbly  request  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  pass  an  act 
directing  the  title  of  your  memorialists  to  be  submitted  to  the  decision  and  final  determination  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  law  and  chancery;  to  such  an  act  your 
memorialists  will  cheerfully  submit. 

They  have  hitherto  forborne  to  make  any  display  to  Congress  of  the  legal  and  equitable  principles  on  which  their 
title  rests,  as  they  had  conceived  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  by  their  repeated  public  acts  on  the  sub- 
ject, had  contemplated  a  different  mode  of  settlement,  anil  by  repeatedly  inviting  the  claimants  to  make  propositions 
of  compromise,  had  intended  to  merge  all  considerations  of  the  original  transactions  by  a  mutual  concurrence  in  such 
compromise  but,  as  in  the  course  of  the  public  debates  on  this  subject,  and  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  their 
title  at  law  has  been  called  into  question,  they  have  thought  it  expedient  to  lay  before  Congress  a  vindication  of  their 
title,  and  the  principles  and  authorities  upon  v/hich  they  should  support  it,  in  any  of  the  established  courts  of  law 
'  or  chancery.  And  they  have  also  endeavored  to  answer  all  the  objections  that  they  recollect  to  have  been  yet 
made  against  them.  This  vindication  is  now  in  the  press,  and  the  undersigned  ask  leave  to  present  a  copy  thereof, 
when  ready,  to  each  member,  who,  by  a  full  examinati(m  thereof,  may  be  enabled  to  judge  for  himself,  what  mode  of 
settlement  it  will  be  most  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  adopt— whether  a  compromise,  the  extent  of  which 
is  limited  by  their  own  arrangements  with  their  grantors,  and  by  which  the  United  States  will  certainly  secure  to 
themselves  above  thirty  millions  of  acres  of  land:  or  a  legal  decision,  by  which  the  United  States  may  lose  that 
quantity,  in  the  attempt  to  secure  the  additional  five  millions.  The  claimants  are  now  ready  to  accede  to  either 
mode.  If  it  should  be  said,  that  we  may  pursue  our  rights  at  law  without  the  interposition  of  Congress;  we  answer, 
that  to  contend  with  the  Government  of  their  country  is  not  only  unpleasant  to  the  feelings  of  very  many  of  the 
claimants,  but  they  are  ready  to  acknowledge  might  be  deeply  injurious  in  its  consequences;  for,  although  under 
some  of  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  their  humble  subjects  are  indulged  with  "the  petition  of  right,"  under  which,  by  the 
decrees  of  their  judges  in  chancery,  the  hands  of  their  sovereigns  may  be  removed  from  the  possession  ot  the  lands  of 
their  subjects,  yet  for  the  citizens  of  the  American  Eepublic  no  such  right  is  recognized.  If,  therefore,  from  motives 
of  policy,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  see  fit  to  hold  these  lands  unalienated  for  a  century  to  come, 
the  claimants,  during  that  period,  must  remain  without  remedy,  except  by  actual  entry,  in  hostility  to  the  claims  of 
the  nation :  they  could  recover  possession  by  judgment  of  law,  only  lot  by  lot.  as  the  Government  may  see  fit  to  dis- 
pose of  them;  a  circumstance,  which  must  involve  them  in  a  multiplicity  of  law  suits,  for  time  immemorial,  the 
expenses  and  delay  of  which  would  probably  be  more  ruinous  to  them  than  the  loss  of  their  property  in  the  first 
instance.    "  The  delay  of  justice  is  its  denial." 

It  is,  therefore,  to  the  magnanimity  and  high  sense  of  honor  and  justice,  which  govern  the  measures  of  the  Ame- 
rican republic,  that  they  confidently  appeal,  and  cannot  doubt,  that,  under  the  influence  of  these  virtues.  Congress 
will  feel  it  right  to  adopt  one  or  other  of  the  two  methods  above  proposed  for  the  immediate  settlement  of  their 
claims.  In  all  events,  your  memorialists  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  pray,  that  Congress  will  come  to  some 
definitive  resolution  on  the  subject,  that  the  claimants  may  no  longer  be  exposed  to  a  fruitless  and  expensive  pursuit 
of  what  they  conceive  to  be  their  rights. 

And,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  pray  your  memorialists, 

PEREZ  MORTON,        I  Agents  of  the  holders  of  the  Georgia 
GIDEON  GRANGER,   S     Mississippi  Company^s  purchase. 
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TIME  EXTENDED    FOR   REGISTERING   TITLES   TO    LANDS   SOUTH    OF   TENNESSEE 
DERIVED    FROM    THE    STATE    OF    GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   DECEMBER   4,    1804. 

Mr.  Clark  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time  tor  claimants  to  lands  under  the  State 

of  Georgia,  lying  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  register  the  evidences  of  their  titles  with  the  Secretary  of 

State,  submit  the  following  report  and  resolution: 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1803,  a  law  passed  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  lands  of  the  United 
States,  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  in  the  eighth  section  of  which,  lands  are  appropriated  for  the  satisfaction 
of  claims  recognized  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  United  States, 
and  for  satisfying,  quieting,  and  compensating  such  other  claims  to  lands  of  the  United  States,  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  not  recognized  by  the  said  articles  of  agreement;  and  which"  were  derived  from  any  act,  or  pretended 
act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  Congress  may  think  proper  to  provide  for;  with  a  proviso,  that  no  other  claims 
shall  be  embraced  by  the  said  appropriation  but  those,  the  evidences  of  which  shall  be  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  after  the  passing  of  the  said.  law.  recorded  in  books  kept  for  that  purpose  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

A  period  of  not  quite  ten  months,  the  time  allowed  for  registering  claims  under  the  said  law;  a  period  so  short, 
as  to  admit  the  probability  of  its  elapse,  without  being  known  to  all  the  claimants,  in  time  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
provision;  and  it  actually  appears  to  your  committee,  there  are  claims  to  lands  not  registered  under  the  said  law, 
which  were  derived  from  the  State  of  Georgia  near  to  the  year  1795,  and  to  which  there  may  be  no  objection  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  acquired,  and  may  entitle  the  owners  to  a  compensation  out  of  the  land  reserved  by  the 
said  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  United  States. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  the  further  time  of months  ought  to  be 

allowed  to  claimants  to  lands  under  the  State  of  Georgia,  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  register  the  evidences 
of  their  titles  with  the  Secretary  of^tate  of  the  United  States. 
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COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  8,  1805. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  with  instructions  to  inquire  what  have  been 
the  acts  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the  lands  claimed  by  the  United  States, 
within  the  State  of  Tennessee,  made  the  following  report: 

That  it  had  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  possess  the  advantage  of  the  statute  laws  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee;  that,  on  as  strict  examination  as  the  committee  had  been  able  to  make  of  the  laws  of  North  Carolina, 
they  submit  the  following  digest,  which,  in  their  judgment,  comprises  the  most  material  doings  of  that  State  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject. 

In  April,  1782,  an  act  passed  "For  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  continental  line,'"  in  which  the 
State  engaged  to  each  officer  and  soldier  a  certain  quantity  of  land  apportioned  to  the  respective  grades  in  the  line, 
and  appointed  commissioners  to  examine,  and  superintend  the  laying  off  the  land  in  one  or  more  tracts. 

In  April,  1783,  an  act  designated  the  land  on  which  the  officers  and  soldiers  might  enter  and  survey,  and  boun- 
ded the  same  as  follows,  to  wit:  ^'Beginning  in  the  Virginia  line,  where  Cumberland  river  intersects  the  same; 
thence,  south  fifty-iive  miles;  thence,  west  to  tlie  Tennessee  river;  thence,  down  the  Tennessee  to  the  Virginia  line; 
thence,  with  the  said  Virginia  line,  east,  to  the  heginningy''  and  by  the  same  act  allowed  the  officers  and  soldiers  the 
term  of  three  years,  from  the  first  day  of  October,  then  next,  to  secure  their  land,  and  prohibited  all  other  persons 
from  making  entries  thereon,  during  the  said  term,  except  certain  settlers  on  Cumberland  river,  and  empowered  the 
Secretary  ot  State  to  issue  warrants  of  survey;  and,  at  the  same  time,  designated  what  lands  the  Cherokee  Indians 
should  have  and  enjoy,  and  declared  all  entries,  grants,  or  purchases  made  of  their  lands  to  be  utterly  void. 

In  October,  1784,  an  act  provided  that  in  case  the  tillable  land  within  the  boundaries  laid  off  for  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  continental  line  should  be  insufficient  to  satisfy  their  claims;  the  deficiency  should  be  made  up  on 
any  unappropriated  lands  within  the  State. 

In  November,  1785,  an  act  passed  the  Legislature,  granting  a  further  time  of  eighteen  months  for  the  completing 
of  surveys,  as  well  for  all  persons  who  had  entered  lands  with  any  of  the  entry  takers,  as  for  all  warrants  granted  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line,  previous  to  the  passing  of  said  act;  and 
at  the  same  session,  by  a  subsequent  act,  appointed  commissioners  to  liquidate  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  continental  line,  and  directing  that  the  commissioners  should  sit  as  a  board  the  first  ten  days  in  April, 
May,  and  June  then  next,  and  no  longer,  and  that  all  accounts  which  should  not  be  exhibited  within  that  time 
should  be  forever  thereafter  of  no  effect. 

In  November,  178G,  an  act  passed,  allowing  a  further  time  of  two  years,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
limitation  by  law  then  existing,  to  complete  the  surveys  w  est  of  the  Apalachian  mountain,  and  twelve  months  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line;  and  the  further  time  of  two  years  for  registering  military  grants. 

Thus  stood  the  law  in  the  State  o[  North  Carolina,  when,  in  November,  1789,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  to 
authorize,  empower,  and  require  certain  persons  therein  named,  to  execute  a  deed  or  deeds,  on  the  part  and  behalf 
of  said  State,  conveying  to  the  United  States  of  America  all  right,  title,  and  claims,  which  the  said  State  of  North 
Carolina  then  had  to  the  sovereignty  and  territory  of  the  lands  now  comprehended  within  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
upon  certain  express  conditions,  and  subject  thereto;  among  which  conditions,  the  following  appear  only  to  be  mate- 
rial in  the  present  question,  to  wit: — ^"  That  the  lands  laid  off,  or  directed  to  be  laid  off,  by  any  act  or  acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  for  the  officers,  and  soldiers  thereof,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  respectively,  shall  be 
and  endure  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  officers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  respectively;  and  if,  the  bounds  of  the 
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said  lands  already  prescribed  for  tiie  ofl[icers  and  soldiers  of  flie  continental  line  of  this  State  shall  not  cnntai^i  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  lands  fit  for  cultivation,  to  make  good  the  several  provisions  intended  by  hw,  that  such  officer 
or  soldier,  or  his  assignee,  who  siiall  fall  short  ot  his  allotment  or  proportion,  after  all  the  lands  fit  for  cultivation 
within  the  said  bounds  are  appropriated,  be  permitted  to  take  bis  quota,  (ir  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  deficient,  in 
any  olher  part  of  the  said  territory,  intended  to  be  ceded  by  virtue  of  this  act,  not  already  appropriated.  And 
where  entries  have  been  made  agieeable  to  law,  and  titles  under  them  not  perfected  by  grant,  or  otherwise,  then, 
and  in  that  case,  llie  Governor  for  (he  time  being  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  perfect,  from  time  to  time,  such 
titles,  in  such  manner  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  passed:  and  that  all  entries  made  by,  or  grants  made  to,  all  and 
every  person  and  persons  whatsoever,  agreeable  to  law,  and  within  the  limits  heieby  intended  to  be  ceded  to  (he 
United  States,  shall  have  the  satne  force  and  etfect  as  if  such  cession  had  not  been  made;  and  that  all  and  every 
right  of  occupancy  and  pre-emption,  and  every  olher  right  reserved  by  any  act  or  acts  to  persons  settled  on  and 
occupying  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  land  hereby  intended  to  be  ceded,  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  to  be  in  full 
force  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the'cession  had  not  been  made,  and  as  conditions  upon  which  the  said  lands  are 
ceded  to  the  United  States.  And  further,  it  shall  be  understood  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  have,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  act  entitled  '"  An  act  for  opening  the  land  office  for  the  redemption  of  specie,  and  olher  certificates,  and 
discharging  the  arrears  due  to  Uie  army,"  passed  in  the  year  1783,  made  his  or  their  entry  in  the  office  usually  called 
John^i'nvitrong''s  office,  and  located  the  same  to  any  spot  or  piece  of  ground,  on  which  any  other  person  or  persons 
shall  have  previously  located  any  entry  or  entries,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  person  or  persons  having  made 
such  entry  or  entries,  or  their  assignee,  or  assignees  shall  have  leave,  and  be  at  full  liberty,  to  remove  the  location 
of  such  entry  or  entries  to  any  lands  on  which  no  entry  has  been  specially  located,  or  any  vacant  lands  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  lands  hereby  intended  to  be  ceded:  Provided,  ih^i  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be 
construed'  to  extend,  to  the  making  good  any  entry  or  entries,  or  any  grant  or  grants,  heretofore  declared  void  by  any 
act  or  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State. "  . 

On  the  -Mtii  day  of  February.  17!)0,  Samuel  Johnson  and  Benjamin  Hawkins,  then  being  Senators  in  Congress 
from  the  said  State,  by  virtue  of  (he  power  and  authority  given  to  them  m  and  by  said  act,  by  their  deed  of  that 
date,  conveyed  to  the  United  States  all  right,  title,  and  claim  which  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina  had  to  the 
sovereigii(y  and  teriitory  of  the  lands  now  called  Tennessee,  on  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the  said  act.  At  the 
same  session  in  which  tlie  session  act  was  passed,  in  1789,  a  law  passed  giving  a  further  time  of  three  years  for  sur- 
veying ail  lands  entered  in  the  office  of  John  Armstrong,  and  for  all  nulitary  warrants  issued  by.  the  Secretary  of 
said  State, and  all  pie-eniption  rights  in  the  district  of  Mero. 

In  December,  1794,  a  law  passed,  declaring  all  grants  for  lands  entered  in  the  Land  Office,  which  had  not  been 
icistered  within  (he  time  before  allowed  by  law,  should  be  allowed  two  years  after  the  passing  of  said  act,  to  register 
the  same;  and  in  the  same  session  made  itthe  duty  of  all  persons,  who  entered  lands  in  the  entry  taker's  office 
to  pay  the  purchase  money  to  the  Treasurer,  and  take  his  receipt  for  (he  same.  And  in  November,  1795,  declarer), 
all  entries  for  lands  where  the  purchase  money  had  not  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer  agreeably  to  law,  null  and  void. 
And  all  entries  then  in  future  to  be  made  for  a  greater  quantity  than  three  hundred  acres,  where  the  purchase  money 
should  not  be  paid  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  such  entry;  and,  if  a  less  quantity,  twelve  months  from  the 
date  of  such  entry;  all  such  entries  void,  and  of  no  eftect. 

In  November,  179(),  an  act  was  passed  providing  (hat  (he  clerks  of  the  county  courts,  where  the  books  of  the 
entry  takers  were  in  their  possession,  should  issue  warrants  of  surveys  by  order  of  the  court,  and  declaring  that  the 
lands  then  lying  in  the  counties  of  Wilks,  Burke,  and  Buncombe,  which  might  have  been  entered  with  the  entry 
taker  of  Washington  and  Green,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  should  not  be  surveyed,  until,  it  should  be  proved  in 
the  manner  tliercin  provided,  that  the  purchase  money  for  the  lands  claimed  had  been  paid;  and  by  the  same  law 
allowed  a  further  time  of  twelve  months,  from  and  after  the  rising  of  that  Assembly  for  the  pnyment  of  the-purchase 
money  to  the  Treasurer  of  all  lands  before  entered,  even  where  the  ent4-ies  had  lapsed  and  become  void  under  the 
operaiion  of  the  then  existing  laws;  and,  by  the  same  act,  all  entries  of  lands  that  had  been  made  since  the  15th  day 
of  November,  1797,  [HSr]  unless  surveyed  as  therein  directed,  and  grants  procured  thereon  on -or  before  the  first 
(lay  of  Janua:y,  1799,  were  declared  utterly  void  and  of  no  eftiict;  and  pioviding  also,  that  in  all  future  entries, 
unless  the  person  claiming  the  same  should  complete  his  title,  by  taking  out  a  grant  for  the  same  within  two  years 
from  the  date  of  sucli  entry,  the  same  should  become  utterly  null  and  void,  and  (he  land  so  entered  should  be 
deemed  vacant  land,  saving,  however,  entries  west  of  Pigeon  river,  in  Buncombe  county;  warrants  for  military 
lands,  and  warrants  for  lands  entered  in  John  Armstrong's  office,  &c.;  and  bj;  a  subsequent  law,  the  same  session 
empowered  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  at  any  time  befoie  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  open  an  office  for 
the  sale  of  their  lands,  within  (he  bounds  prescribed,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  North  Carolina  line  of 
continental  troops,  to  issye  new  grants  to  such  officers  and  soldiers,  whose  former  grant  covered  lands  which  had 
been  before  granted,  and  directed  the  manner  of  proceeding  therein;  and  provided  further  for  issuing  new  warrants, 
where  the  former  warrants  had  been  lost,  arid  prohibited  the  issuing  of  grants  arid  warrants  from  the  office  of  John 
Armstrong,  unless  it  was  proved  that  the  purchase  money  had  been  paid. 

in  November,  1797,  an  act  passed  for  the  limitation  of  land  entries,  the  first  section  of  which  is  in  the  following 
words:  "  That  all  lands  heretofore  entered  with  any  entry  taker  in  this  State,  and  which  have  not  been  paid  for, 
and  all  lands  which  shall  be  so  entered  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  and  .shall  not  be  paid  for,  shall  continue 
and  remain  the  property  of  the  enterers,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  so  far  as  an- entry,  vvithout  the  payment  of  the  pur- 
chase money  to  the  State,  and  without  obtaining  a  grant,  may  be  held  to  vest  a  title  in  the  same;  nor  shall  any  such 
entries  become  void,  nor  shall  the  lands  so  entered  revert  to  the  State  until  the  last  day  of  December,  1798,  at 
which  time,  and  on  which  day,  it  is  hereby  expressly  enacted  and  declared,  that  all  entries  now  made,  or  which 
shall  be  made  up  to  (he  time  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  that  all  entries  now  made  and  which  shall  be  made  up  to  the 
close  of  the  year  1797,  and  which  shall  not  be  paid  for,  shall  become  null,  void,  and  of  no  effect,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes;  and  the  lands  which  may  have  been  so  entered  and  not  paid  for,  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1799, 
be  considered  as  having  reverted  to  (he  S(ate,  and,  as  being  vacant,  shall  be  liable  again  for  any  person  to  enter  and 
secure  the  same;  and  in  like  manner  it  shall  happen  yeai-ly  and  every  year,  that  is  to  say,  it  shall  be  considered 
that  all  lands  entered  in  1798,  o(hervvise  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1800,  such  entries  shall  lapse,  and  the  lands 
shall  revert  to  the  S(ate,  anil  shall  be  liable  to  be  entered  again  by  any  person  wishing  the  same  in  common  with 
other  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands,  the  lands  entered  in  such  preceding  year,  being  in  any  event  to  bo  paid  for 
in  the  following  or  succeeding  one,  otherwise,  and  in  case  of  failure,  all  such  entries  shall  become  and  shall  be  held 
as  being  null,  void,  and  of  none  etlect  whatsoever.  Anil  by  the  third  section  of  the  same  act,  the  operation  of  all 
acts  or  clauses  of  acts  which  came  within  the  purview  and  meaning  (hereof,  are  suspended  until  the  first  day  of 
January,  1799;  and  by  a  subsequent  act  of  the  same  session  suspended  the  issuing  of  military  warrants  or  grants  by 
the  Secretary,  and  all  grants  or  warrants  from  (he  office  of  John  Armstrong,  for  the  space  of  one  year  from  the 
rising  of  that  Assembly,  and  appointed  aboard  of  commissioners  to  detect  frauds  and  forgeries  committed  in  obtain- 
ing military  warrants,  and  for  bringing  to  punishment  all  persons  concerned  therein,  as  well  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  all  others.  .  .         ^     ,        .  ., 

In  November,  1798,  an  act  passed  prohibiting  the  issuing  of  duplicate  warrants,  and  giving  a  further  time  until 
the  first  day  of  January.  1800,  to  all  enterers  of  lands  since  the  I5th  day  of  November.  1777,  to  accomplish  their 
surveys,  and  perfect  their  titles;  and  allowed  a  further  (ime  to  all  entries  of  lands  made  between  the  8th  day  of 
February,  1795,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  1798,  until  (he  first  day  of  October  then  next,  to  pay  the  purchase 
money  to  the  State,  and  declaring  all  such  as  were  not  paid  by  that  time  null  and  void,  and  should  be  deemed 
lapsed  entries;  and  by  a  subsequent  act,  the  same  session,  constituted  (he  Judges  of  the  superior  courts  of  law,  and 
courts  of  equity,  or  any  three  of  them,  a  court  of  patents,  with  power  to  repeal,  vacate,  and  make  void  all  such 
grants  or  patents  as  appeared  to  be  made  against  law,  or  obtained  by  fraud,  surprise,  or  upon  untrue  suggestions; 
and  the  same  session  repealed  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Martin  Armstrong,  surveyor,  and  discontinued  his  office 
at  Nashville,  and  appointed  a  board  of  commissioners  to  investigate  the  frauds  suggested  to  have  been  committed 
in  the  Secretary's  office,  in  obtaining  land  warrants  for  military  services,  and  in  obtaining  warrants  from  the  office 
lately  kept  by  John  Armstrong,  and"  in  obtaining  grants  or  warrants  in  either  of  the  above  cases,  and  suspended  all 
further  issuing  of  warrants  by  the  Secretary,  until  the  Assembly  should  order  otherwise. 
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In  November,  1799,  an  act  was  passed,  reciting  that,  whereas  many  frauds  were  suggested  to'  have  been  com- 
iTiitted  in  the  Secretary's  office,  tiie  Governor  for  the  time  being  was  tlierein  empoworwl  to  issue  a  commission  to 
the  judges,  empowering  them  to  liold  a  special  and  unusual  court,  as  therein  pointod  out,  for  the  trial  of  such  per- 
sons as  shall  or  may  be  apprehended  for  or  on  account  of  their  having  comniitted,  or  been  concerned  in,  the  com- 
mission of  frauds  in  the  Secretary's  office,  or  in  the  office  of  John  Armstrong,  or  Martin  Armstrong,  in  the  IVaudu- 
ient  issuing,  procuring,  receiving,  or  transferring  laijd  warrants,  or  in  the  fraudulent  issuing,  receiving,  or 
procuring  grants  on  sucti  warrants,  at  any  of  the  said  offices:  and  by  a  subsequent  act  of  the  same  session,  directed 
all  military  warrants  to  be  cancelled,  which  had  issued  to  officers  and  soldiers,  where  it  appeared  from  the  muster 
roll  such  officer  or  soldier  had  served  for  so  short  a  time  as  not  to  be  entitled  to  so  large  a  quantity  of  land  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  warrant,  and  new  wai-rants  to  issue  corresponding  with  the  tijne  of  service,  and  prohibited  the  issuing 
any  grant,  or  any  warrant  where  (he  officer's  or  soldier's  name,  in  whose  favor  the  warrant  issued,  did  not  appear 
on  the  muster  roll,  unless  speci;\lly  authorized  by  the  General  Assembly,  or  where  they  had  been  reported  as  just  by 
a  former,boar(l  of  commissioners. 

In  November,  1800,  an  act  passed  to  allovv  all  persons  who  had  made  entry  of  lands  since  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1799,  until  the  day  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  next  annual  General  Asseinbly,  to  pay  the  puis:hase  money 
to  the  State,  till  which  day  it  should  not  he  deemed  a  lapsed  entry.  And  by  a  subsequent  act  of  the  session,  for  the 
purpose  of  perfecting  the  titles  of  the  officei-s  and_ soldiers  of  the  continental  line  of  that  State,  in  the  fourth  section 
it  is  enacted,  •'  that  all  claims /or  lands  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line  of  this  State,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  all  demands  for  the  same  which  shall  not  be  apiilied  for,  and  received 
either  by  the  person  who  performed  the  service,  his  heirsor  assigns,  before  the  fii'st  day  ol'  December  next,  shall 
be  forever  therealler  barred,  and  no  military  land  warrant  shall  issue  after  the  time  aforesaid,  on  any  account  what- 
ever, any  law,  usage,  or  custom,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

In  November,  1601,  an  act  passed,  extending  the  time  on  all  bona  fide  entries  of  lands  made  previous  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  1798,  and  which  had  been  paid  for  until  the  first  day  of  December,  1802,  to  have  said  lands 
surveyed  and  returned  into  the  Secretary's  office,  and  declaring  all  such  lands  not  surveyed,  and  returned  into  the 
Secretary's  office,  by  the  day  aforesaid,  to  be  void,  and  lapsed  lands  to  the  State:  and  all  lands  so  surveyed,  and 
returned  as  aforesaid,  where  the  claimant  thereof  shall  not  cause  the  same  to  be  perfected  into  grants,  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  1804,  the  same  is  declared  null  and  void,  and  lapsed  lands  to  the  State;  and  by  a  subsequent 
act  of  the  sam'e  session,  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  passed  in  November,  1800,  is  repealed,  and  all  claims  for  lands 
by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line,  which  shall  not  be  applied  for,  and  received  before  the  first  day 
of  January,  1803,  are  declared  to  be  forever  barred,  anil  no  military  warrants  to  issue  after  that  time  on  any  war- 
rant whatever. 

•  Thus  far  the  committee  have  been  able  to  present  to  the  view  of  the  Senate  a  very  short  statement  of  the  acts 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  the  year  1802;  from  that. period  to  the  present  the  committee  have  not  been  pos- 
sessed of  sufficient  documents  to  make  a  correct  statement  on  that  subject. 

They  submit  ihe  following  amendment  to  the  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  North  Carolitia. 

At  the  end  of  (he  bill,  insertthe  following: 

" /'rovirferf.  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  in  any  manner  to  aftect  or  impair  any  right 
whatever,  which  accrued  to  the  United  States  in  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  en- 
titled "  j?n  act  for  the  purpose,  of  ceding  to  the  United  Slates  of  ..America  certain  western  lands  therein  described." 

[The  following  is  the  act  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  g'ive  the  assent  of  Congress.  ] 

An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  perfect  titles  to  lands  reserved  to  this  State  by  the  cession  act. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
tf  the  same.  That,  upon  this  act  being  agreed  to,  and  ratified  by  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  an  agreement  between 
this  State  and  the  said  State  of  Tennessee,  and  upon  the  assent  of  Congress  being  obtained  thereto,  the  said  State  of 
Tennessee  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  and  is  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and  authority,  to  issue  grants, 
and  perfect  titles  to  all  claims  of  land  lying  in  the  said  State,  which,  under  and  agreeably  to  an  act  entitled,  **  An 
act  for  the  purpose  of  ceding  to  the  United  States  of  America  certain  western  lands  therein  descnbed,"  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  in  the  year  1789,  remained  and  were  reserved  by  the  said  act,  to  be  issued  and  perfected 
by  this  State,  in  as  fufl  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  State  of  North  Carolina  possessed  the  same,  under  the  following 
conditions  and  restrictions: 

Tlwt  no  grant  shall  be  issued  by  the  said  State  for  any  lands  which,  by  the  aforesaid  act,  and  the  laws  of  this 
State  then  in  force,  or  made  in  pursuance  thereof  since  me  passing  of  said  act,  might  not  have  been  issued  by  this 
State.  Nor  shall  any  grant  be  valid,  but  those  issued  on  bona  fide  claims,  and  wifliin  the  provisions  and  reserva- 
tions of  the  before  recited  act,  and  such  as  would  have  been  valid.  If  the  same  had  been  issued  by  tins  State,  under 
the  act  aforesaid,  and  the  laws  then  in  force,  and  such  as  have  been  since  made  in  pursuance  of  such  act  of  cession. 

That  iti  entering  and  obtaining  titles  to  lands,  no  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  over 
citizens  of  any  other  State,  claiming  under  this  State;  nor  shall  any  occupancy  or  possession  give  preference  in 
entering  or  obtaining  titles,  so  as  to  injure  or  take  away  the  right  of  any  person  now  claiming  by  entry,  grant,  or 
otherwise,  under  this  State. 

That  no  grant  shall  issue  to  Martin  Armstrong,  or  his  deputies,  or  any  person  or  persons  claiming  under  him  or 
them,  for  any  services  as  surveyor,  until  a  final  settlement  between  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  the  said  Arm- 
strong shall  be  made;  alter  which  grants  shall  issue  for  such  lands  as  he  may  be  entitled  to. 

That  this  State  reserves,  exclusively,  the  right  of  issuing  military  warrants. 

In  issuing  giants  on  military  warrants,  entries  made  in  Martin  Armstrong's  office,  until  he  was  suspended  by  this 
State,  shall  be  preferred,  and  next  to  those,  the  entries  which  have  been  made  in  the  office  of  William  Christmass, 
who  is  hereby  continued  and  confirmeil  as  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  on  all  entries  on  the  entry  taker's  books  in  his 
possession  not  heretofore  surveyed,  during  his  good  behavior.  Also,  that  John  Brown  be  continued  and  confirmed 
as  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  in  the  eastern  district,  in  room  of  Stokely  Donelson,  during  his  good  behavior.  That 
the  said  William  Christmass  aiid  John  Brown  enter  into  bond  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  each,  with  suf- 
ficient security,  payable  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  reposed  in  them. 

That  the  Secretary  of  this  State  shall  continue  to  issue  grants  upon  all  surv(?ys  returned,  or  that  shall  be  returned 
to  his  office,  before  the  ratifications  of  this  agreement  or  compact  between  the  two  States  by  (he  State  of  Tennessee. 

And  in  order  that  the  State  of  Tennessee  may  possess  the  information  necessary  to  the  detection  of  fraud  in 
obtaining  claims  and  grants  to  lands  lying  in  that  State;  and  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  execution  of  good  titles, 
all  warrants  and  plats  upim  which  grants  shall  not  have  issued,  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  this  compact  by  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  shall  be  delivered  to  any  agent  or  agents  of  (hat  State,  duly  authorized  for  that  purpose;  and 
that  the  agent  or  agents  of  the  said  State  be  permitted  to  take  copies  of  all  grants,  or  any  other  paper  or  papers  which 
concern  tlie  land  claims  within  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  this  State:  and  notwithstanding 
such  copies  may  be  received  as  legal  evidence  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  it  is  always  to  be  understood  as  a  provision, 
that  any  transcripts  from  the  said  office  of  this  State  shall,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be  received  as  evidence  in  the  said 
State  of  Tennessee. 

That  so  much  of  this  act  as  relates  to  the  taking  of  copies  by  the  agent  or  agents  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Secretary's 
office,  shall  take  effect  from  the  passage  hereof;  Provided,  That  none  of  the  said  copies  shall  be  removed  or  taken 
out  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  until  the  Governor  of  this  State  shall  be  notified  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  of  the  ratification  of^this  act  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  until  the  Governor  shall  also 
receive  a  notification  of  the  assent  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  being  obtained  thereto. 
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That,  in  takins  transcripts  by  the  agent  or  agents  of  Tennessee  from  the  said  ofBces,  the  books  and  papers  so  to 
be  transcribed  shall  always  be  under  the  care  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Stale;  and  that,  as  a  cumpensation  for  such  care 
jind  trouble,  the  Stale  of  Tennessee  shall  pay  the  said  Secretary  six  hundred  dollars,  in  two  instalments:  the  first 
instalment  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  payable  within  six  months  after  the  ratification  of  this  act  on  the  part 
of  the  State,  of  Tennessee;  and  the  second  instalment,  whenever  the  said  State  of  Tennessee  shall  procure,  by  its 
agent  or  agents,  transcripts  of  the 'grants  issued  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  lands  lying  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, as  aforesaid,  and  such  other  papers  as  he  may  deem  necessary  relative  to  the  landed  property  of  said  State. 

Read  three  times,  and  ratified  in  General  Assembly,  the  33d  day  of  December,  A;  D-  1803. 

JO.  RID  DICK,  5.  S. 

S.  CABARRUS,  Up.  H.  C. 

Copy  from  the  origjnal. 

Test:  William  White,  Secretary. 
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LANDS    IN    WAYNE   COUNTY,    INDI.ANA. 

COiMMUNICATED   TO  THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPRESENTATIVES,   ON   THE    17th   OF   JANUARY,    1805. 

y'o  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  Tmited  Slates  of  America,  the 
memorial  of  the  citizens  residing  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  Indiana  Territory,  humbly  showtth: 

That  a  large  majority  of  your  memorialists  are  the  lineal  descendants  of  the  ancient  French,  who,  at  an  early 
perilid  emigrated  to,  and  settled  in,  this  ill-fated  country,  then  a  part  of  the  province  of  Canada,  and  under  the 
Government  of  France.  Subsequent  revolutions  have  placed  us,  their  descendants,  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  elevated  us  to  the  rank  of  free  citizens.  The  latter  change  in  government  was  pleasing  and 
highly  gratifying  to  your  memorialists.  We  flattered  ourselves  that,  under  the  equitable  and  humane  Government 
of  the  United  States,  not  only  our  personal  liberty  would  be  secured  to  us  and  our  children,  but  that  our  rights  to 
property,  both  real  and  personal,  would  have  been  recognized  and  permanently  established  upon  liberal  principles. 
But,  alas!  little  did  we  (hen  expect  that  th'e  entire  sacrifice  of  our  plantations,  farms,  and  valuable  improvements, 
which  we  had  acquired  either  by  descent  fnmi  our  ancestors,  or  by  purchase,  industry,  hazard,  and  fatigue,  would 
have  been  demanded  as  the  stipulated  price  of  our  freedom.  The  present  crisis  in  our  atfaii-s  is  peculiarly  alarming, 
and  awakens  in  us  sensations  not  easily  described.  We  are  sensible  that  on  the  fate  of  this  memorial  hangs  sus- 
pended our  future. destiny,  and  that  the  decision  of  Congress  will  either  establish  our  happiness,  or  seal  our  ruin. 
The  late  act  of  Congress,  providing,  amongst  other  things,  for  the  inquiry  into  titles,  and  for  the  disposition  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  this  district,  as  it  now  stands,  but  too  plainly  informs  us  of  our  danger;  but  our  hopes  still  rest  on  the 
mercy  of  Congress,  and  that,  upon  a  full  and  candid  disclosure  of  our  situation,  our  rights,  titles,  claims,  and  pre- 
tensions to  our  farms,  which  have  descended  to  us,  or  which  we  have  purchased, cultivated,  and  improved,  that  act 
will  again  be  taken  under  consideration,  and  that  amendments  and  such  further  provisions  will  be  made  therein  as 
may  be  necessary  fully  to  embrace  our  improvements,  by  granting  to  us,  respectively,  the  land,  to  a  reasonable  ex- 
tent, whereon  they  are  made;  when  Congress  are  informed  that  it  is  rare  to  find  any  one  claim,  by  virtue  of  an  im- 
provement thereon  made,  to  exceed  two,  three,  or  four  acres  in  front,  by  about  forty  acres  in  depth,  it  is  hoped  the 
prayer  of  your  memorialists  will  be  considered  reasonable,  especially  as  more  than  half  of  each  tract  of  land  so 
claimed  is  of  little  value,  being  marshy,  and  the  residue  rendered  valuable  but  in  consequence  of  our  improven^ents. 

In  addition'to  the  titles  to  land  in  this  district,  recognized  by  the  late  act  above  referred  to,  your  memorialists 
beg  permission  to  bring  before  Congress,  for  consideration,  the  following  description  of  claim,  and  humbly  pray  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  confirming  the  claimants  and  their  heirs  in  the  same: 

Isf.  Claimants  under  certificates  issued  by  the  commandant  of  the  post  of  Detroit,  under  the  French  Govern- 
ment, therein  designating  the  land,  and  to  whom  given;  but  upon  which  certificates  or  grants  no  patents  were 
issued  by  the  Governor  General,  arising  either  from  the  neglect  of  the  then  holderg,  the  dangers  and  difliculties 
that  then  existed  in  the  province,  or  the  sudden  and  unexpected  change  of  Government. 

3d.  Claimants  by  virtue  of  actual  improvements,  commenced  under  the  French  Government,  in  pursuance  of 
gifts,  grants,  or  sale  of  the  land,  by  the  Indians,  to  the  individuals  making  the  improvements. 

3d.  Claimants  to  farms  and  plantations,  in  pursuance  of  actual  and  continued  improvements,  commenced  during 
the  time  this  district  was  under  the  British  Government,  and  prior  to  the  post  of  Detroit  being  surrendered  to  the 
United  States.  In  regard  to  the  claims  last  mentioned,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  observe  that  such  of  your 
memorialists  as  fall  within  this  description,  or  those  under  whom  they  claim,  commenced  their  improvements,  on 
whicli  the  claims  are  predicated,  and  prosecuted  the  same,  under  the  sanction  of  the  British  Government,  manifested 
by  the  approbation  and  encouragement  of  their  agents,  the  respective  commanding  officers  of  this  post,  and  under 
the  express  authority  of  the  Indians,  who  importuned  your  memorialists  to  settle  upon  the  land  they  now  occupy, 
and,  generally,  in  consequence  of  an  actual  purchase  made  of  said  Indians.  During  the  period  this  district  was 
possessed  by  Great  Britain,  encouragement  was  held  out  to  all  persons  who  would  settle  upon  and  improve  waste 
or  new  lands,  by  promising  to  each  person  a  deed  for  the  tract  of  land  he  should  improve,  to  a  reasonable  extent; 
which  promises,  so  made,  have  been  uniformly  made  good  in  the  province  of  Canada,  adjoining  us,  by  the  British 
Government,  and  patents  accordingly  issued.  • 

And  furthermore,  claimants  by  virtue  of  actual  improvements,  made  since  the  post  was  delivered  up  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  hoped  that  such  of  your  memorialists  as  fall  under  this  description  will  not  be  wholly  forgot- 
ten: bur  that  the  right  of  pre-emption,  at  least,  may  be  extended  to  us;  as  many  of  your  memorialists  have  erected 
mills,  and  made  many  other  valuable  improvements,  the  better  to  accommodate  the  country  at  large,  tending  much 
to  enhance  the  value  of  the  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood.  We  acted  under  the  impression  that  Congress  would 
equally  extend  to  us  this  right,  which  has  been  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ohio  country,  and  whose  preten- 
sions to  favor  were  not,  we  humbly  conceive,  superior  to  ours. 

Your  memorialists  further  .solicit  the  attention  of  Congress  in  favor  of  the  claims  set  up  by  the  citizens  of 
Detroit  to  the  commons  or  domains  adjoining  said  town;  and  that  the  same,  by  law,  may  be  confirmed  to  them,  their 
heirs,  and  successors,  with  power  in  said  corporation  to  make  sale  of  a  part,  to  accommodate  pfersons  with  lots  for 
building,  and  to  regulate  the  use  of  the  residue.  We  state,  as  a  fact,  generally  believed  in  this  country,  and  con- 
firmed by  many  aged  persons  now  living  in  this  district,  that  a  grant  was  made  by  the  French  Government,  at  the 
time  said  town  was  laid  out,  vesting  and  confirming  in  the  then  inhabitants,  their  heirs,  and  successors,  both  the 
ground  plat  of  said  town  and  the  commons,  which  have  ever  since  been  held,  used,  and  enjoyed,  as  such,  by  the  in- 
habitants, to  the  exception  of  some  unwarrantable  encroachments  by  individuals  upon  the  same.  But,  unfortunate- 
ly for  the  citizens  of  said  town,  neither  the  grant  itself,  nor  the  record  thereof,  can  now  be  found;  the  grant  being 
either  lost,  or  wrongfully  withheld,  and  the  record  removed  to  places  without  the  district,  and  wholly  unknown 
to  your  memorialists. 

Having  briefly  mentioned  the  nature  of  our  claims  and  titles,  we  request  the  indulgence  of  Congress  in  favor  of 
some  remarks,  which  we  consider  of  consequence,  as  tending  to  show  the  equity  of  our  prayer. 
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Bt  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  entered  into  between  the  United  Statei- 
and  Great  Britain,  express  provision  is  made,  thereby  granting  to  the  inhabitants  then  residing  within  the  limits  o 
this  post  or  district,  with  others,  the  full  and  absolute. possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  privileges,  and  pro- 
perty, of  every  description.  We  humbly  conceive  that,  by  that  article  of  the  treaty,  the  object  of  our  prayer  is 
fully  embraced„and  that,  upon  a  fair  and  liberal  construction,  the  quiet  and  peageable  possession  of  our  farms  and 
plantations,  as  well  as  oyr  personal  properly,  is  insured  to  us;  the  one  being  equally  a  known  and  acknowledged 
property,  in  the  possessor  under  the  British  Government,  as  the  other;  and  we  humbly  conceive  the  British 
Government  put  this  construction  upon  that, article  of  the  treaty,  in  evidence  of  which  we  have  only  to  instance 
their  late  proceedings  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  adjoining,  where,  in  every  instance,  they  have  confirmed 
to  the  possessor  and  his  heirs  his  improved  land,  previously  held  and  enjoyed  under  the  same  tenure  with  your  me- 
morialists.    And  we  beg  leave  further  to  remark,  a  circumstance  entitled  to  consideration,  that  this  settlement  was 

commenced  and  prosecuted,  both  under  the  French  and  English  Governments,  till  the  year ,  subject  to  the 

hardships  of  the  feudal  tenure;  the  customary  fines  of  alienation  and  quit-rents  were  uniformly  exacted  and  paid' 
till  released  by  the  latter  Government,  and  then  only  in  consideration  of  services  rendered  that  Government  upon 
public  works,  and  under  requisitions  made  upon  your  memorialists. 

We  further  state,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  a  fact  well'known  in  this  (Tistrict,  and  easily  proved,  that,  at  the 
treaty  of  Greenville,  General  A.  Wayne,  the  commissioner  authorized  on  the  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  treat  with 
the  Indians,  did  expressly  stipulate  and  engag'e  to  and  with  the  Iiulians,  that  the  Canadiar\  farmers,  by  them  settled 
within  the  cession,  including  Detroit,,  should  never  be  molested  or  otherwise  disturbed  in  their  possessions;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  ,(he  United  State  would  forever  maintain  to  them,  theij-  heirs,  and  assigns,  the  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession  of  their  farms,  possessions,  and  improvements,  which  promise,  solemnly  pledged  by  General  Wayne, 
was  the  motive  and  consideration  which  led  the  Indians  to  make  this  cession  to  the  Government.  It  is  a  matter  of 
surprise  to  your  memorialists  how  a  promise  so  material  should  have  been  omitted  by  General  Wayne,  when  the 
treaty  was  drawn  for  execution;  but,  whether  the  omission  wasaccidental  or  designed,  that  circumstance  ought  not, 
in  equity,  to  prejudice  your  memorialists,  for  whose  protection  and  benefit  it  was  expressly  intended.  Neither  do 
the  Indian  chiefs  who  signed  that  treaty  consider  the  treaty  as  vacating  the  obligation  on  Government  to  fulfil  it:  it 
is  the  belts  of  wampum  exchanged  that  constitutes  a  treaty  with  them,  and  to  those  belts,  which  are  carefully  pre- 
served, will  they  resort  to  solve  difficulties,  should  any  arise,  and  not  to  the  writing,  which  they  cannot  understand. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further  to  state  that  the  time  allowed  to  persons  claiming  lands.  &c.  in  this  district, 
within  which  they  are  required  to  exhibit  their  claims,  register  their  patents,  deeds,  &c.  is  not  sufficiently  extended 
to  enable  claimants,  generally,  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law.  The  removal  of  public  offices  and  records, 
on  change  of  Government,  and,  in  several  instances,  of  title  papers,  previously  deposited  in  those  offices  for  s-ife 
keeping,  renders  it  difficult  for  your  memorialists  to  comply  with  the  act,  and,  in  many  instances,  it  is  impossible 
to  do  it  within  the  time  limited.  We  further  state  that  it  is  out  of  our  power  to  comply  with  that  provision  in  the 
law  requiring  us  to  exhibit  a  plat  and  survey  of  the  land  claimed,  together  with  the  claim.  It  is  seldom  that  surveys 
have  been  complete:  neither  has  it  been  a  practice  to  give  plats,  when  the  surveys  were  made;  nor  can  your  memo- 
rialists now  obtain  such  plats,  &c.  there  being  no  person  in  this  country  willing  to  undertake  it  in  whose  skill  we 
can  confide.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  so  much  of  theactas  requires  theexhibition.  of  such  plats,  &c. 
may  be  repealed. 

The  majority  of  your  memorialists,  being  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  English  language,  find  it  difficult  to 
transact  their  business  in  the  land  office,  for  want  of  knowledge  of  the  law,  &c.  It  is  hoped  that  Congress  will,  by 
law,  make  provision  for  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  person,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  translate  as  wefl  as  interpret 
for  your  memorialists,  in  all  transactions  wherein  they  may  be  concerned  on  settlement  of  titles  pf  land. 

And,  lastly,  we,  your  humble  memorialists,  do  earnestly  solicit  Congress  to  extend  to  their  unfortunate  and  dis- 
tressed country  the  tender  and  soothing  voice  of  mercy.  Our  lot  has  been  peculiarly  hard— that  of  a  frontier, 
subject  to  all  the  evils  unavoidably  incident  to  such  a  situation.  It  was  the  fortune  of  birth,  not  choice,  that  fixed 
our  lot  in  this  country.  A  natural  increase  of  population  obliged  us  to  extend  our  settlement,  to  acquire  means  of 
subsistence,  not  in  opposition  to  any  known  law,  but  by  consent  and  encouragement  of  the  then  owners' and  possess- 
ors of  the  soil,  did  we  become  farmers.  Our  brethren  living  at  Vincennes  and  the  Illinois  country  have  participated 
liberally  in  the  bounty  of  our  Government.  We,  therefore,  having  endeavored  with  candor  to  state  our  situation, 
our  rights,  and  pretensions,  now  cheerfully  resign  ourselves  to  gur  fate,  fully,  relying  upon  the  mercy  of  Congress, 
not  being  conscious  of  having  done  voluntarily  any  thing  that  merits  severity. 

And,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

FRANCOIS  C.  JONCAIRE,  and  others. 


8th  Congress.]  ]^q     108.  [2d  Session. 


LAN1>  CLAIMS  IN   THE    MISSISSIPPI   TERRITORY. 

COMMtlNICATED  TO  TtlE  HotjSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JANCTARY  18,  1805. 

Mr.  Dana  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  according  to  order,  have  considered  the  representation  from  sundry  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts, purchasers  under  the  Georgia  Company,  and  the  memorial  of  the  agents  for  persons  composing  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  purchasers  under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  with  the  memorial  of 
the  agent  lor  suiuliy  citizens  of  South  Carolina,  purchasers  under  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company;  and  there- 
upon submit  the  following  report: 

Articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia  were  signed  by  their 
respective  commissioners,  on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1802,  and  communicated  to  the  seventh  Congress,  during  their 
&rst  session.  By  the  first  article,  the  State  of  Georgia  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  the  right,  title,  and  claim  of 
that  State  to  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  of  the  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  situate  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  west  of  a  line  running  from  the  southern  limit  of  the  United  States,  up  the  river  Chattahoo- 
chee, along  Its  western  bank,  to  the  Great  Bend  thereof,  next  above  the  mouth  of  the  "  Uchee"  creek;  thence 
duectly  to  Nickajack,  on  tha  river  Tennessee;  then  crossing  this  river;  and  thence  running  up  the  same  along  its 
western  bank,  to  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Tennessee:  upon  certain  conditions  therein  expressed. 

Ihe  preceding  agreement  received  the  assent  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  on  the day  of .  1802. 

according  to  the  tenor  ol  the  third  article;  and  all  the  beforementioned  lands  are  now  comprised  within  the  limits  of 
tne_Mississippi  territory,  in  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  ol  the  27th  of  March,  1804. 

The  second  condition  of  the  first  article  before  mentioned  recognized  the  claims  of  actual  settlers  under  such 
Hntisli  or  Spanish  grants  as  were  legally  and  fully  executed  before  the  27th  day  of  October.  1795,  and  also  the  claims 
aeriveu  Irwnsurvey  or  settlement  under  the  act  of  Georgia,  called  the  Bourbon  act. 
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The  third  coiulition  contained  a  provision  which  reserved,  to  be  disposed  of  or  appropriated  by  the  United  States, 
a  portion  of  the  lands  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres,  or  the  proceeds  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  "  for 
the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  or  compensating  for  claims  other  than  those  before  recognized."  But  it  was  un- 
derstood that  the  United  States  should  not  be  at  lit)erty  to  cede  any  part  of  the  said  lands  on  account  of  such  other 
claims,  nor  to  compensate  for  the  game,  unless  an  act  of  Congress  making  such  disposition  or  apprppriation  should 
be  passed  within  one  year  after  the  assent  of  Georgia  to  the  boundary  established  by  the  agreement. 

An  act  of  Congress  "regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  .south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,''  was  approved  on  the  3d  day  fif  March,  1803.  The  first  section  of  this  act 
provided  for  confirming  to  residents  their  claims  to  lands  actually  cultivated  and.  inhabited,  for  which  the  British 
Government  of  West  Florida,  or  the  Spanish  Government,  had  issued  warrants  or  orders  of  survey,  before  the  27th  of 
Octobei-,  1795.  •        ■ 

The  second  section  provided  for  confirming  to  iieads  of  families,  under  the  limitations  therein  mentioned,  such 
tracts  of  land  as  were  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  them  in  the  year  1797,  when  the  Mississippi  territory  was 
evacuated  by  the  Spanish  troops. 

The  thiid  section  granted  to  heads  of  firmilies  a  right  of  pre-emption,  with  respect  to  lands  inhabited  and  culti- 
vated by  them  at  the  time  of  passing  Ihe  act. 

The  sixth  section  authorized  the  appointment  of  commissioners  with  special  powers  in  relation  to  claims,  under 
the  three  first  sections  of  the  act;  and  also  made  provision  for  ascertaining  and  clearly  establishing  the  claims  recog- 
jiized  by  the  secontl  condition  before  mentioned. 

The  eighth  secti(m  appropriated  so  much  of  the  reserved  five  millions  of  acres,  as  might  be  ntjcessary  to  satisfy 
the  claims  not  recognized  by  the  preceding  agreement,  which  were  embraced  by  the  two  first  sections  of  the  act,  or 
derived  from  British  grants  for  lands  not  regranted  by  the  Spanish  Government;  and  also  contained  tlie  following 
appropriation:  "  So  much  of  the  residue  of  the  said  five  millions  of  acres,  or  of  the  net  proceeds  thereof,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  and  compen- 
sating for  such  other  claims  to  the  lands  of  the  United  State's  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  not  recognized  in  the 
abovenientioned  articles  of  agreement,  and  which  are  derived  from  any  act  or  pretended  act  of  the  Siate  of  Georgia, 
which  Congress  may  hereafter  think  fit  to  provide  for:  Provided,  however,  thiit  no  other  claims  shall  be  embraced  by 
this  appropriation  but  those  the  evidence  of  which  shall  have,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  been  ex- 
hibited, by  the  claimants,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  recorded  in  books  to  be  kept  in  his  office  for  that  purpose, 
at  the  expense  of  the  party  e.xhibiting  the  same,  who  shall  pay  to  the  person  employed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  for 
recording  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  every  hundred  words  contained  in  each  document 
thus  recorded." 

The  same  section  also  contained  a  clause  e^'cluding  from  admission  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  every  grant, 
deed,  conveyance,  or  other  Vvritten  evidence  of  any  such  claim,  unless  so  exhibited  and  recorded;  with  a  proviso  that 
nothing  theiein  should  be  "  construed  to  recognize  or  affect  the  claims  of  any  person  or  persons  to  any  of  the  lands 
above  mentioned." 

The  present  applicants  are  holders  of  claims  alleged  to  be  derrved  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  an  act  of  the 
7th  of  January,  1795,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State. 

A  subseciuent  Legislature  passed  an  act  of  the  13th  of  February.  1796,   stating  various  objections,  including 
charges  of  fraudulent  and  corrupt  practice,  with  respect  to  the  preceding  act,  and  enacting  that  the  same  be  declared 
void;  that  the  grants,  rights,  or  claims,  derived  therefrom,  be  annulled;  that  the  records  and  documents  thereof  be  • 
expunged  from  the  public  books;  and  that  the  act  be  publicly  burnt. 

These  conflicting  ai:ts  present  a  general  question  of  serious  moment,  on  which  tlie  committee  abstain  from  ex- 
pressing a  clecided  opinion.  It  is  not  the  object  of  the  present  applications  that  Congress  should  decide  the  question 
of  strict  title,  as  originally  claimed  under  the  beforementioned  act  of  7th  January,  1795. 

The  petitio.ners  request  a  settlement  of  their  claims,  on  terms  compatible  with  the  articles  of  agreement  before 
mentioned.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  proposed,  as  an  alternative,  that  the  whole  question  of  title  may  be  submitted, 
finally,  to  judicial  decision-  T'he  general  provisions  of  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States  do  not  authorize  the 
institution  of  any  process  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  whereby  such  a  proposition  could  be  carried  into  effect.  And, 
perhaps,  it  might  be  questioned  whether  a  special  provision  for  this  purpose  would  be  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the 
agreement  with  Georgia.  It  is  not  suggested  that  any  proceedings  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  have  en- 
couraged an  expectation  that  such  provision  would  be  made. 

The  remaining  inquiry  relates  to  a  settlement  of  claiijis  by  compromise. '  This  is  the  known  object  of  the  pre- 
sent applications;  and  the  committee  of  claims  have  considered  it  incumbent  on  them  to  attend  to  the  proposition  for 
compromise,  which  has  thus  been  referred  to  them  by  the  House. 

According  to  the  agreement  with  Georgia,  the  reserved  five  millions  of  acres  constitute  the  whole  fund  applica- 
ble to  any  such  purpose.  What  portion  ot  this  fund  will  be  requisite  for  satisfying  the  claims  specially  provided  for 
by  the  two  first  sections  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1808,  the  committee  have  not  been  able  to  deter- 
mine. From  the  residue,  however,  whatever  the  same  may  be,  it  is  prayed  that  a  compensation  may  be  made  on 
account  of  the  claims  of  the  present  applicants. 

Some  of  these  claims  are  known  to  relate  to  lands  within  a  portion  of  territory  to  which  there  has  been  a  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  and  of  Georgia.  The  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  April,  1798,  which  authorized  the 
establishment  of  a  Government  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  as  therein  described,  made  provision  for  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  adjust  and  determine,  with  such  commissioners  as  might  be  appointed  under  the  legislative 
authority  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  all  interfering  claims  of  the  Uilited  States,  and  tiiat  State,  to  the  territory;  and 
also  to  receive  proposals  for  the  relinquishment  or  cession  of  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  other  territory  claimed 
by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  out  of  its  ordinary  jurisdiction.  A  supplementary  act  of  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  autho- 
rized the  commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  finally  to  settle,  by  compromise,  with  the  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  Georgia,  any  claims  mentioned  in  the  act  of  the  7th  April,  1798;  and  to  receive,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  a  cession  of  any  lands  therein  mentioned,  or  of  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  on  such  terms  as  should 
appear  reasonable.  Tlie  same  act  also  authorized  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  inquire  into 
the  claims  made  by  settlers,  or  any  other  persons,  to  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  and  to  receive  from  such  set- 
tlers and  claimants  any  propositions  of  compromise,  and  lay  a  full  statement  of  the  claims  and  propositions,  together 
with  tlieir  opinion,  before  Congress,  for  their  decision  thereon.  . 

In  virtue  of  these  acts,  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  concluded  the  beforementioned  agreement  with 
Georgia,  and  thereby  settled  the  interfering  public  claims. 

It  is  lor  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  judge  how  far  it  would  now  be  for  the  public  interest  to  provide  for  termina- 
ting all  questions  relative  to  title,  by  the  allowance  of  a  reasonable  compensation,  for  such  claims  of  individuals  as 
might  interfere  Vvith  any  grants  to  be  made  by  the  United  States. 

From  the  acts  of  Congiess,  untlei-  which  the  settlement  was  made  with  Georgia,  and  especially,  from  the  supple- 
mentary act,  it  is  apparent  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  claims  of 
individuals  to  lands  within  the  present  limitsof  the  Mississippi  territory.  These  were  either  claims  inconsequence 
of  settlement,  or  claims  in  consequence  of  some  grant  or  act  of  Government.  After  the  year  1763,  and  before  the 
24th  day  of  April  1802,  a  jurisdiction  over  various  portions  of  the  present  Mississippi  territory  was  claimed  or  ex- 
ercised by  the  British  and  the  Spanish  Governments,  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  by  that  of 
Georgia.  The  agreement  with  Georgia,  recognized  and  confirmed  the  title  of  settlers,  under  such  British  or  Span- 
ish grants,  as  had  been  completely  executed  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  navigation,  between 
the  United  States  and  the  King  of  Spain.  No  individuals  were  supposed  to  claim  any  part  of  the  lands,  in  conse- 
quence of  grants  from  the  United  States:  no  act  of  Congress  fi)r  making  such  grants  had  ever  been  passed.  The 
claims  in  consequence  of  some  grant  or  act  of  Government,  under  the  State  of  Georgia,  were  various  and  extensive. 
Some  of  them,  being  derived  from  survey  or  settlement  under  the  act  comm(mly  called  the  Bourbon  act,  were  expli- 
citly recognized  and  confirmed  as  forming  a  condition  of  the  agreement.  The  others  remained  as  a  proper  subject 
of  inquiry  for  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  under  the  supplementary  act  before  mentioned. 
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The  existence  of  such  claims  was  made  known  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  who  treated  with  those 
of  Georgia.  Prior  to  the  close  of  that  negotiation,  conferences  on  this  subject  were  had  with  them  by  agents  of  the 
parties  concerned  in  interest;  and  documents  respecting  the  number  and  amount  of  claims  were  in  the  possession  of 
tlie  commissioners. 

Since  that  time,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  evidences  of  the  res  pective 
claims  of  the  present  applicants  have  been  exhibited  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  recorded  in  his  office,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  parties. 

On  considering  these  various  transactions,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  proper  to  make  some  leo^isla- 
tive  provision  for  the  purpose  of  settling  existing  claims,  on  such  terms  as  shall  appear  to  be  reasonable.  *' 

It  is  well  known,  however,  that  the  claims  ofthe  present  applicants  are  not  the  only  claims  alle''ed  to  be  derived 
from  some  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  Legislature  of  that  State  passed  an  act,  ofthe  21st  of  December  1789.  for  reserving  the  several  tracts  of  land 
therein  described,  during  the  term  of  two  years,  for  three  companies,  respectively  distinguished  by  the  names  ofthe 
Virginia  Fazoo,  the  South  Carolina  Fazoo,  and  the  Tennessee;  and  for  issuing  to  them  grants  for  those  tracts  on 
the  conditions  specified  in  the  act.  These  lands  are  within  the  limits  of  the  presient  Mississippi  territory.  Evidences 
of  claims,  on  the  part  of  the  two  Yazoo  Companies,  or  of  purchasers  under  them,  on  account  of  transactions  relative 
to  that  act,  have  been  exhibited  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  recorded  in  his  office,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1803.  " 

By  the  act  of  the  17th  of  January,  1795,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  provision  was  made  for  the  sale  of 
four  tractsof  land  therein  described,  to  the  respective  companies  distinguished  by  the  names  of  the  Georgia  the 
Georgia  Mississippi,  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  the  Tennessee;  with  certain  reservations  of  rights  for  citizens  of 
Georgia. 

The  i; 
grantees  i 
Upper 
and  recorded,  as  before  mentioned,  in  the  office  ofthe  Secretary  of  State. 

Evidences  of  claims  On  the  part  of  various  purchasers,  under  the  grant  to  the  Tennessee  Company,  have  been,  in 
like  manner,  exhibited  and  recorded;  none  of  which  are  embraced  by  the  present  applications. 

Between  some  of  these  numerous  claims,  there  are  conflicting  pretensions.  Purchases  have  been  made  by  dif- 
ferent claimants,  under  circumstances  which  may  deserve  various  degrees  of  consideration.  Subordinate  claims 
have  been  acquired  in  right  of  succession  to  deceased  purchasers,  or  by  creditors  who  rely  on  such  claims  as  security 
for  obtaining  some  payment  on  account  of  moneys  due  from  persons  now  become  insolvent. 

In  which  of  all  these  cases  any  compensation  would  be  reasonable,  and  to  what  extent  such  compensation  should 
be  made,  are  inquiries  essentially  deserving  attention  in  reference  to  any  equitable  compromise. 

The  committee  have  not  all  that  leisure,  if  they  had  at  command  all  the  legal  means  of  information,  which  mi^ht 
be'deemed  requisite  for  investigating  this  mass  of  claims,  and  for  discriminating  between  them,  and  ultimately  form- 
ing anopinioli  in  each  case,  according  to  those  principles  respecting  property,  which  are. known  to  be  established  in 
courts  of  justice. 

That  a  complete  examination  may  be  had,  and  that  thedegree  of  compensation,  which  maybe  reasonable  in  any 
of  the  cases,  may  be  adjusted  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  the  committee  consider  it  proper  that  the  authority  to  be 
given  for  this  purpose  should  be  such  as  may  extend,  if  requisite,  to  all  the  claims  which  have  been  mentioned. 

The  following  resolution  is  accordingly  recommended  to  the  House: 

Resolved,  That  three  commissioners  be  authorized  to  receive  propositions  of  compromise  and  settlement,  from 
the  several  companies  or  persons  having  claims  to  public  lands  within  the  present  limits  of  the  Mississippi  territory, 
and  finally  to  aajust  and  settle  the  same  in  such  manner  as  in  their  opinion  will  conduce  to  the  interest  ofthe  United 
States:  Provided,  that  in  such  settlement,  the  commissioners  shall  not  exceed  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  conven- 
tion with  the  State  of  Georgia- 


Committee  Room,  January  Hlh,  1805. 
Sir: 

With  a  view  to  a  subject  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  request  such  information  as 
you  may  think  proper  to  communicate  in  relation  to  the  following  objects  of  inquiry. 

1.  What  is  ascertained  or  estimated  to  be  the  quantity  of  land  necessary  for  satisfying  the  claims,  specially  pro- 
vided for  by  the  acts  of  Congress  relative  to  the  lands  "  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.'"' 

•2.  At  the  time  of  signing  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, did  there  exist  any  claims,  other  than  those  under  some  act  or  pretended  act  of  Georgia,  which  could  require 
five  millions  of  acres,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  be_ placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  United  States,  "  for  the  purpose  of 
satisfying,  quieting,  or  compensating  for''  the  same.'' 

3.  What  claims  were  contemplated,  in  making  the  reservation  of  five  millions  of  acres  according  to  the  provision 
in  the  first  of  those  articles.' 

Your  having  been  joined  in  the  commission  for  the  settlement  of  limits  with  Georgia,  and  the  authority  specially 
vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are  considerations  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  sufficiently  apologize  for  any  per- 
sonal inconvenience  which  you  may  experience  in  furnishing  the  desired  information. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  consideration,  your  very  humble  servant, 

SAMUEL  W.  DANA. 
Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  ofthe  T)-easury. 


Treasury  Department,  January  9th,  1805. 
Sir: 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday.  To  the  first  query  an  answer  cannot  be  given  with  any 
degree  of  precision.  The  commissioners  ofthe  Natchez  district  state  that  more  than  two  thousand  claims  had  been 
filed,  but  do  notsay  for  what  quantity  of  land  theclairas  were  laid.  No  information  on  that  subject  has  been  received 
from  the  Mobile  district.  It  is  believed  that  many  claims,  derived  from  British  grants,  are  still  outstanding;  not 
having  been  filed  in  time  with  the  proper  Register. 

In  answer  to  the  second  and  third  queries,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that,  as  there  were  not  any  documents  in  the 
possession  of  the  commissioners  who  treated  with  those  of  Georgia,  respecting  the  number  and  amount  of  claims, 
other  than  those  derived,  or  pretended  to  be  derived  fVom  Georgia,  to  land  witliinthe  Mississippi  territory,  any  esti- 
mate made  at  that  time  of  the  amount  of  those  claims  must  nave  been  conjectural.  What  the  conjectures  and 
object  of  the  other  commissioners,  either  of  the  United  States  or  Georgia,  may  have  been,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say. 
The  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  must  speak  for  themselves;  and  if  any  elucidation  of  the  intention  of  the 
parties  is  now  to  be  sought  for,  elsewhere  than  in  the  instrument  itself,  the  act  jof  Congress,  which  was  passed  im- 
mediately after,  and  the  report  made  the  ensuing  year  by  the  commissioners  ofthe  United  States,  may  be  more  safely 
depended  upon  as  sources  of  information,  than  the  recollection  of  conferences  in  which  nothing  was  reduced  to  writing. 

My  own  impression  was,  that  the  five  millions  of  acres  would  be  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  claims  of  settlers, 
British  grantees,  and  others  not  expressly  provided  for  by  the  articles  of  agreement,  and  also  to  make  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  claims  derived,  or  pretended  to  be  derived  from  Georgia;  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  effect  of 
the  clause  would  be,  1st,  to  prevent  Congress  from  voluntarily  confirming,  at  some  future  time,  the  said  Georgia 
claims;  2dly,  to  leave  it  in  their  power  to  compromise  xvith  that  description  of  claimants,  by  allowing  so  much  ofthe 
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surplus  of  five  millions  of  acres,  as  they  might  think  proper;  without,  at  the  same  time,  pledging  Government  to 
enter  into  a  compromise,  if,  upon  a  full  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  a  different  course  was  thought 
more  eligible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be«  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBER  r  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  S.  W.  Dana,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


Committee  Room,  Jo/lM«n/ 14;/j,  1805. 

Sir-- 

With  a  view  to  a  subject  referred  to  the  commitiee  of  claims,  I  have  the  honor  of  requesting  information 

respecting  the  following  inquiry.  What  are  the  several  descriptions  of  claims,  the  evidences  of  which  have  been 
exhibited  and  recorded  m  the  office  of  State,  under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1803,  relative  to  the  lands  "  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  with  consideration,  your  very  humble  servant, 

SAMUEL  W.  DANA. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  OF  State,  yonM«''J/ 17//i,  1805. 
Sir:  .  .  .  •..••' 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  consequence  of  your  request  of  the  1,4th  instant,  a  statement  of  the  several 
description  of  claims  recorded  in  this  office,  under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803, 
relative  to  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  This  statement  has  been  made  oy  Mr.  Crawford,  the  person 
appointed  to  record  the  evidences  in  question,  and  who  informs  me  he  has  reason  to  believe,  from  the  conversation 
he  has  had  with  you,  that  it  conforms  with  your  view  in  making  -the  request. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  S.  W.  Dana. 


JAMES  MADISON. 


Slaleirient  accompanying  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  qf  SlaifiqftHt.Vlih  January,  1^5. 
There  are  recorded  in  the  Department  of  State  original  titles  to  Geor^a  lands  of  the  followiug  description,  to  wit: 

Claiming  under  act  of  n99 . 

The  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  and  .  ■   •  * 

The  South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company..  '   '.        ' 
Under  the  above  companies  there  are  but  few  claimants  other  than  the  orlgihal  put'chasers  from  the  State  of 


Georgia. 


Claiming  under  the  act  of  11^5. 


The  Georgia  Company, 
Upper  Mississippi  Company, 
Tennessee  Company,  and 
The  Georgia  Mississippi  Company. 
Under  the  four  last  mentioned  companies  there  are  at  least  twelve  hundred  purchases  derived  from  the  grants  by 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

Statement  respecting  the  claim  of  sundry  citizens  of-  South  Carolina,  purchasers  under  the  Upper  Mississippi 

Company. 

1795,  January  15.  Date  of  grant  issued  to  John  B.  Scott,  John  C.  Nightingale,' and  Wade  Hampton,  called  the 
Upper  Mississippi  Company.  >   , 

1795,  January  16.  Deed  from  John  B.  Scott,  of  all  his  Share  to  Wade  Hampton;  recorded  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

1795,  January  17.    Deed  from  John  C.  Nightingale,  of  all  his  share  to  Wade  Hampton;  recorded  as  above. 

March  6.  Deed  from  Wade  Hampton,  for  the  whole,  to  sundry  citizens  of  South  Carolina,  recorded  as  above. 

April  23.  Official  certificate  of  payment  in  full  of  the  balance  of  the  consideration  money,  for  which  tlie  land  was 
mortgaged  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  act  of  January  7th,  1795. 

May  4.  Executive  order  for  endorsing  satisfaction  on  the  mortgage,  and  for  delivering  up  the  same. 


Staiement  respecting  I  fie  claim  of  persons  composing  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  purchasers 
under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company. 

1795.  January  26.  Date  of  the-grant  issued  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company. 

August  21.  Official  certiHcatf  of  payment  in  full  of  the  balance  of  the  consideration  money,  for  which  the  land 
was  mortgaged  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  act  of  January  7th,  1 795. 

August  31.  Executive  order  lor  endorsing  satisfaction  on  the  mortgage,  and  for  delivering  up  the  same. 

September  — .  Covenant  for  purchase  at  Boston,  between  the  agent  of  the  original  grantees  and  the  purchasers. 

179G.  February  13.  Deed  from  original  grantees  to  the  trusteefe  forthe  purchasets^  completed  in  pursuance  of  a 
letter  of  attorney,  dated  December  7th.  1795.  ■.  ■  i 

Statement  respecting  the  claim  of  sundry  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  purchasers  under  the  Georgia  Company. 

1795.  January  13.  Date  of  grant  issued  to  the  Georgia  Company. 

August  22.    Deed  from  original  grantees  to  James  Greenleaf,  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State 

of  Georgia. 

Ocrober  20.  James  Grcenleaf's  agreement  for  sale. 

October.  Official  certificate  of  payment  in  full  of  the  balance  of  the  consideration  niohey.  for  which  the  land  was 

mortgaged  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  act  of  the  7th  of  January,  1795. 

October.  Executive  order  for  endorsing  satisfaction  on  the  mortgi'.ge,  and  for  delivering  up  the  same- 
November  24.  Deeds  from  .lames  Grecideaf  to  purchasers. 
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Sth  Congress.  ]  No.    109.  [2(1  Session. 

CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    AND    ADJOINING   NATCHEZ. 

COMMUNICATED    TO  THE    HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   FEBRUARV  7,  1805, 

Mr.  Lattimore,  f'rotn  the  comiriittee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  the  trustees  of  Jefferson  College,  and 
the  memorial  of  William  Dunbar,  presented  the  present  session;  as  also  the  petition  of  the  said  William  ifunbar, 
and  the  petition  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Natchez^. presented  the  last  session,  relative  to  certain  lots  and 
lands  in  the  said  city,  made  the  following  report: 

It  appears,  from  the  depositions  of  sundry  persons  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  that  when  the  town  of  Natchez 
was  laid  oft" by  the  Spanish  Government,  the  land  between  the  front  streetof  the  said  town,  ami  the  bluff  of.the  Mis- 
sissippi river  was  reserved  for  the  convenience,  comfort,  and  health  of  the  inhabitants;  and  that  two  lots  on  which 
a  parsonage  house  is  yet  standing,  were  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  clergy. 

It  also  appears,  from  an  instrument  bearing  date  the  19th  April,  1797,  that  the  aforementioned  land  in  front  of 
the  town  was  granted  by  the  Spanish  Governor,  Gayoso,  to  the  memorialist,  William  Dunbar,  as  a  compensation  for 
services  rendered  "by  the  said  memorialist  to  the  Spanish  Government. 

It  further  appears,  from  the  12th  section  of  the  act  of  March,  1803,  entitled  "an  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  that  an  exception' 
is  made  cf  "such  town  lots,  not  exceeding  two,  in  the  town  of  Natchez,  and  of  such  an  out  lot  adjoining  the  same 
not  exceeding  thirty  acres,  as  may  be  the  property  of  (he  United  States,  to  be  located  by  the  Governor  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi territory,  for  the  use  of  the  Jefferson  College. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  things,  when  the  petition  of  the  corporation  of  Natchez  was  presented  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  But  some  time  thereafter,  just  as  the  committee  to  whom  this  petition  was  referred  were  about  to 
report  thereon,  it  was  understood  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  territory  had,  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor 
located  the  land  claimed  by  the  town,  for  the  use  of  the  college:  andthatthe  trustees  of  that  institution  were  takin<^ 
steps  to  procure  deeds  for  the  same.  To  prevent  the  further  difficulties  which  these  ineasures  were  calculated  (and 
probably  intended)  to  produce  in  deciding  this  question,  tiie  execution  of  so  much  of  the  aforesaid  l-2th  section,  as 
is  quoted  above,  was  suspended  until  the  end  of  the  present  sessiqn,  as  appears  by  the  11th  section  of  the  supple- 
mentary act  of  March  the  27th,  1804. 

Your  committee  are  fully  convinced  that  the  land  between  the  front  street  and  the  river  bluft',  was  originally 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the.  town;  and  that  it  continued  to  be  so,  until  after  the  treaty  of  limits  and  navigation  with 
Spain,  by  which  it  was  ceded  to  the  United  States.  They  likewise  concur  with  the  committee  of  last  session  in  the 
opinion  that  the  town  of  Natchez,  besides  sustaining  inconveniences  more  tolerable  in  their  nature,  would  be  greatly 
injured  in  the  generation  of  diseases,  should  this  reserved  space  be  occupied  with  buildings. 

It  is  stated  in  the  memorial  of  William  Dunbar,  that  there  is,  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Natchez,  a  vacant  out  lot, 
which  he  thinks  may  exceed  thirty  acres,  and  which  Governor  Clairborne  intended  (as  he  informed  the  memorialist) 
locating  for  Jefferson  College.  From  the  situation  of  this  land,  it  would  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  college,  at 
the  same  time  its  improvement  would  not  affect  the  health  of  the  town.  It  would  seem  proper,  therefore,  that  this 
land,  instead  of  that  between  tiie  front  street  and  the  river,  should  be  located  for  the  use  (if  the  College. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  are  any  town  lots  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  the  town  of  Natchez,  except  the 
two  which  have  been  located  for  the  use  of  the  college.     Your  committee  conceive  that  the  town  would  experience 

freat  inconveniences  from  the  loss  of  these,  as  it  claims  no  otherground  upon  which  public  buildings  may  be  erected, 
iut  as  an  accommodation  appears  to  be  necessary,  and  seems,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  require  a  sacrifice, 
they  are  not  disppsed  to  recommend  an  interfeience  with  the  location  of  these  lots;  while  they  are  fully  of  the  opinion 
that  the  town  ought  to  be  secured  from  the  further  and  greater  sacrifices  which  it  would  necessarily  sustain,  should 
the  college  likewise  possess  the  land  between  the  front  street  and,  the  bluft' of  the  river. 

■  Your  committee  deem  it  proper  to  omit  expressing  any  opinion  relative  to  the  principle  of  the  claim  of  William 
Dunbar,  as,  from  the  nature  of  his  request,  they  conceive  it  is  not  submitted  to  their  examination.  The  prayer  of 
his  memorial  is  that  the  consideration  of  all  petitions  relative  to  the  land  which  he  claims,  be  postponed,  and  that  he  be 
allowed  time  to  prepare  any  further  necessary  representations  on  the  subject.  But  as  he  conceives  that  certain  opinions 
and  expressions,  used  in  the  report  on  his  petition  of  the  last  session,  were  the  consequence  of  misinformation,  your 
committee  deem  it  pioper  to  say,  tliat  his  conception  is  ill  founded.  This  committee  being  composed,  with  a  single 
exception,  of  all  the  members  of  which  the  committee  of  last  session  consisted,  can  state,  with  propriety,  that  the 
opinion  then  giveij  resulted  from  much  inquiry,  and  not  without  a  knowledge  of.  all  the  circumstances  in  favor  of 
his  claim,  which  he  has  communicated  this  session  through  the  medium  of  his  memorial. 

Altera  fulj  investigation  of  this  complex  and  difficult  subject,  your  committee  are  led,  as  well  from  considei-a- 
tious  of  expediency  as  of  justice,  to  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

JResolved,  That  the  Goveinor  of  the  Mississippi  territory  be  authorized  to  locate,  for  the  use  of  Jeff(?rson  Col- 
lege, any  out  lot  not  exceeding  thirty  acres,  adjoining  the  town  of  Natchez,  and  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
except  the  land  lying  between  the  front  street  of  the  said  town  and  ihe  bluff  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

•  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  1803,  entitled  '•  an  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
disp(Jsal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  as  authorizes  the  location  of  an  out  lot  for 
the  use  of  Jefferson  College,  be  repealed;  and  that  any  location,  in  consequence  thereof,  be  null  ami  void;  and  thattfie 
land  which  mpy  have  been  thus  located,  be  not  subject  to  sale  as  other,  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  but 
be  reserved  for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress. 

NoTE.^See  Reports,  Nos..  100  and  123. 


8th   Congress.]  ]\Jo,  UQ.  [2d  Skssion. 

EVIDENCES    OF    TITLE    DERIVED    FROM    THE    STATE    OF    GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE   HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    FEBRUARY    14,    1805. 

Department  of  State,  February  13,  1805. 
Sir: 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  5th  instant,  I  have  the  honor,  through 
you,  to  lay  before  them  "  an  abstract  of  all  the  evidences  of  title  to  lands  claimed  under  any  act  or  pretended  act 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed,  or  pretended  to  be  passed,  in  the  years  1789  and  1795,  recorded  in  the  office  of 
this  Department,"  with  the  various  particulars  of  dates,  names  of  parties,  quantity  of  lands,  &c.  required  by  the 
said  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

_,.    „         ^,  '  JAMES  MADISON. 

Ine  Honorable  the  Speaker  (^f  the  House  of  Bepresentalives. 
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9th  Congress.]  ]Vo.    111.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION    TO    CONFIRM    AN    INDIAN    GRANT. 

COMMUNICATED   TO  THE    HOUSE    OF   HEPRESENTATIVES,    DECEMBER  23,    1805. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  committed  the  petition  of  George  Rogers  Clark 

made  the  following  report:  ' 

That  the  petitioner  states  that,  whilst  he  was  at  Post  Vincennes  on  an  expedition  against  that  and  other  Bri- 
tish posts  in  that  country,  the  head  men  of  the  Piankeshaw  nation  of  Indians,  by  a  deed  bearing  date  of  the  16th  day 
of  July,  1779,  conveyed  to  him  a  tract  of  land  of  two  leagues  and  a  half  square,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
Ohio.  That  he  applied  to  the  State  of  Virginia  for  a  confirmation  of  this  grant,  but,  before  a  decision  was  had,  the  whole 
Western  territory  of  that  State  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  with  certain  reservations,  one  of  which  was  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres,  for  the  use  of  the  Illinois  regiment,  located  on  the  same  ground  contained  in  his 
grant.  That,  owing  to  pecuniary  embarrassments,  resulting  from  his  expedition  in  that  country,  he  is  now  involved 
in  much  distress,  from  which  he  prays  Congress  to  relieve  him,  by  granting  him  other  lands,  equal  in  value  to  those 
contained  in  his  Indian  deed. 

By  referring  to  the  constitution  of  Virginia,  which  was  framed  in  the  month  of  May,  1776,  the  committee  find  it 
stated  in  one  of  the  articles,  "that  no  purchase  of  land  shall  be  made  of  the  Indian  natives,  but  on  behalf  of  the 
public,  by  the  authority  of  the  General  Assembly."  The  contract  under  which  the  petitioner  claims,  being  in  direct 
violation  of  this  article  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  within  whose  chartered  limits  the  land  was  situated,  is  of  course 
Toid.  The  committee,  therefore,  on  this  ground  alone,  independent  of  any  arguments  drawn  from  the  policy  or 
practice  of  the  General  Government,  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
ought  not  to  be  grantedj  and  they,  therefore,  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  George  Rogers  Clark  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


9di  Congress.]  No.    112.  [1st  Session, 

LAND   TITLES   IN  THE   MICHIGAN   TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    CONGRESS,    DECEMBER   23,    1805. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  Governor  and  Presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  have  made  a  report  to  me  of  the  state  of  that 
territory;  several  matters  in  which  being  within  the  reach  of  the  legislative  authority  only,  I  lay  the  report  before 
Congress. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Dbcember  23,  1805.  - 

Detroit,  October  10,  1805. 

The  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  the  Presiding  Judge  thereof,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Government  and  the  people  of  the  territory,  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  relative  to  the  affairs 
of  the  territory: 

By  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  establishing  the  territory,  the  government  thereof  was  to  com- 
mence from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  June,  1805.  The  Presiding  Judge  arrived  at  Detroit,  the  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment, on  Saturday,  the  29th  day  of  June,  and  the  Governor  on  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  July.  The  Associate  Judge, 
who  was  previously  a  resident  of  the  territory,  was  already  there.  On  Tuesday,  the  2d  July,  the  Governor,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  ordinance  of  Congress,  administered  to  the  several  officers  their  respective  oaths  of  office,  and  on  the 
same  day  the  operations  of  the  Government  commenced. 

It  was  the  unfortunate  fate  of  the  new  Government  to  commence  its  operations  in  a  scene  of  the  deepest  public 
and  private  calamity.  By  the  conflagration  of  Detroit,  which  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  llth  of  June,  all  the 
buildings  of  that  place,  both  public  and  private,  were  entirely  consumed;  and  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  per- 
sonal property  of  the  inhabitants  was  lost.  On  the  arrival  of  the  new  Government,  a  part  of  the  people  were  found 
encamped  on  the  public  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  and  the  remainder  were  dispersed  through  the  neigh- 
boring settlements  of  the  country,  both  on  the  British  and  the  American  side  of  the  boundary. 

The  place  which  bore  the  appellation  of  the  town  of  Detroit  was  a  spot  of  about  two  acres  of  ground,  com- 
pletely covered  with  buildings  and  combustible  materials,  the  narrow  intervals  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet,  used  as 
streets  or  lanes,  only  excepted;  and  the  whole  was  environed  with  a  very  strong  and  secure  defence  of  tall  and  solid 
pickets.  The  circumjacent  ground,  the  bank  of  the  river  alone  excepted,  v/as  a  wide  commons;  and  though  asser- 
tions are  made  respecting  the  existence,  among  the  records  of  Quebec,  of  a  charter  from  the  King  of  France,  con- 
firming this  commons  as  an  appurtenance  to  the  town,  it  was  either  the  property  of  the  United  States,  or  at  least 
such  as  individual  claims  did  not  pretend  tocover.  Thefolly  of  attempting  to  rebuild  the  town,  in  the  original  mode, 
was  obvious  to  every  mind;  yet  there  existed  no  authority,  either  in  the  country,  or  in  the  officers  of  the  new  Go- 
vernment, to  dispose  of  the  adjacent  ground.  Hence  had  already  arisen  a  state  of  dissension  which  urgently  re- 
quired the  interposition  of  some  authority  to  quiet.  Some  of  the  inhabitants,  destitute  of  shelter,  and  hopeless  of 
any  prompt  arrangements  of  Government,  had  re-occupied  their  former  ground,  and  a  few  buildings  had  already 
been  erected  in  the  midst  of  the  old  ruins.  Another  portion  of  the  inhabitants  had  determined  to  take  possession 
of  the  adjacent  public  ground,  and  to  throw  themselves  on  the  liberality  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
either  to  make  them  a  donation  of  the  ground,  as  a  compensation  for  their  sufferings,  or  to  accept  of  a  very  mode- 
rate price  for  it.  If  they  could  have  made  any  arrangement  of  the  various  pretensions  of  individuals,  or  could  have 
agreed  on  any  plan  of  a  town,  they  would  soon  have  begun  to  build.  But  the  want  of  a  civil  authority  to  decide 
interfering  claims,  or  to  compel  the  refractory  to  submit  to  the  wishes  of  a  majority,  had  yet  prevented  them  from 
carrying  any  particular  measure  into  execution.  On  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  July,  the  inhabitants 
had  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  resolving  on  some  definitive  mode  of  procedure.  The  Judges  prevailed  on  them  to 
defer  their  intentions  for  a  short  time,  giving  them  assurances  that  the  Governor  of  the  territory  would  shortly  ar- 
rive, and  that  every  arrangement  in  the  power  of  their  domestic  Government  would  be  made  for  their  relief.    On 
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these  representations,  they  consented  to  defer  their  measures  for  one  fortnight.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the 
Governor  arrived;  it  was  his  first  measure  to  prevent  any  encroachments  from  being  made  on  the  public  land.  The 
situation  of  the  distressed  inhabitants  then  occupied  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Government  for  two  or 
three  days.  The  result  of  these  discussions  was,  to  proceed  to  lay  out  a  new  town,  embracing  the  whole  of  the  old 
town  and  the  public  lands  adjacent;  to  state  to  the  people  that  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  title  could  be  given  under 
any  authorities  then  possessed  by  the  Government;  ana  that  they  could  not  be  justified  in  holding  out  any  charita- 
ble donations  whatever,  as  a  compensation  for  their  sufterings,  but  that  every  personal  exertion  would  be  used  to 
obtain  a  confirmation  of  the  arrangements  about  to  be  made,  and  to  obtain  the  liberal  attention  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  their  distresses. 

A  town  was  accordingly  surveyed  and  laid  out,  and  the  want  of  authority  to  impart  any  regular  title,  without  the 
subsequent  sanction  of  Congress,  being  first  impressed  and  clearly  understood,  the  lots  were  exposed  to  sale  under 
that  reservation.  VVhere  trie  purchaser  of  a  lot  was  a  proprietor  in  the  old  town,  he  was  at  libertv  to  extinguish 
his  former  property  in  his  new  acquisition,  foot  for  foot,  and  was  expected  to  pay  only  for  the  surplus,  at  the  rate 
expressed  in  his  bid.  A  considerable  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  only  tenants  in  the  old  town,  there  being  no 
means  of  acquiring  any  new  titles.  The  sale  of  course  could  not  be  confined  merely  to  former  proprietors,  but,  as 
far  as  possible,  was  confined  to  former  inhabitants.  After  the  sale  of  a  considerable  part,  by  auction,  the  remain- 
der was  disposed  of  by  private  contract,  deducting  from  the  previous  sales  the  basis  of  the  terms.  As  soon  as  the 
necessities  of  the  immediate  inhabitants  were  accommodated,  the  sales  were  entirely  stopped,  until  the  pleasure  of 
Government  could  be  consulted.  As  no  title  could  be  made,  or  was  pretended  to  be  made,  no  payments  were 
required,  or  any  moneys  permitted  to  be  received,  until  the  expiration  of  one  year,  to  afford  time  for  Congress  to 
interpose.  The  remaining  part  was  stipulated  to  be  paid  in  four  successive  annual  instalments.  The  highest  sum 
resulting  from  the  bids  was  seven  cents  for  a  square  foot,  and  the  whole  averaged  at  least  four  cents.  In  this  way 
the  inhabitants  were  fully  satisfied  to  commence  their  buildings,  and  the  interfering  pretensions  of  all  individuals 
were  eventually  reconciled.  The  validity  of  any  of  the  titles  was  not  taken  into  view.  The  possession  under  the 
titles,  such  as  they  were,  was  alone  regarded,  and  the  validity  of  title  left  to  wait  the  issue  of  such  measures  as  Con- 
gress might  adopt,  relative  to  landed  titles  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  generally.  It  therefore  now  remains  for  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  either  to  refuse  a  sanction  of  the  arrangement  made,  or,  by  imparting  a  regular  autho- 
rity to  make  it.  or  in  some  other  mode,  in  their  wisdom  deemed  proper,  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  from  one  of  the 
most  immediate  distresses,  occasioned  by  the  calamitous  conflagration. 

Strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  worth  of  the  people,  and  deeply  commiserating  their  sufferings,  of  a  great 
part  of  which  they  were  eye-witnesses,  the  officers  of  their  local  Government  cannot  refrain  from  adding  their 
warmest  degree  of  recommendation  to  forward  the  liberality  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  unquestion- 
ably be  inclined  to  exercise  towards  them,  and  the  disposition  which  will  doubtless  prevail  towards  attaching  their 
affections,  promoting  their  interests,  and  relieving  their  distress.  Whether  a  donation  of  the  acquisitions  which 
have  been  stated,  or  of  lands  more  remote,  or  the  application  of  the  proceeds  to  public  purposes  within  the  country, 
will  be  most  advisable,  the  undersigned  pretend  not  to  say;  but  whatever  relief  may  be  extended  to  them  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Government,  they  hesitate  not  to  assert,  will  be  of  the  most  essential  utility  to  them,  and  ren- 
dered to  objects  of  real  merit. 

The  organization  of  the  courts  of  justice  next  demanded  consideration.  A  judicial  system  was  established  on 
principles  of  convenience,  economy,  and  simplicity.  Courts  were  held  under  it,  and  all  the  existing  business  set- 
tled: every  subject  requiring  to  be  legislated  upon  was  acted  on  as  far  as  the  Government  was  competent  to  act.  At 
the  close  of  the  other  arrangements,  the  militia  of  the  territory  were  completely  organized  and  brought  into  the  field. 
The  various  acts,  both  of  legislative  and  executive  description,  will  appear  at  large  in  the  semi-annual  report  of 
them,  which  the  laws  of  the  United  States  require,  and  it  will,  therefore,  be  unnecessary  to  exhibit  the  details  of 
them. 

The  grand  juries  constantly  presented  addresses  to  the  courts  on  the  subject  of  their  land  titles.  The  several 
companies  of  militia  elected  delegates  to  a  general  meeting,  which,  among  other  objects,  addressed  the  Government 
on  the  subject  of  their  titles,  and  earnestly  requested  the  personal  attendance  of  the  Governor  and  one  of  the  Judges 
during  a  part  of  the  session  of  Congress.  Indeed,  the  confused  situation  of  land  titles  during  the  nine  or  ten  years 
the  United  States  have  had  possession  of  the  country,  has  been  such,  and  is  so  increasing  by  lapse  of  time,  as  now 
K>udly  to  call  for  a  definitive  adjustment. 

It  is  now  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  since  the  first  settlements  were  made  in  this  country,  under  the  French 
Government,  and  in  the  reign  of  Louis  the  XlVth,  whose  name  it  then  bore,  in  common  with  what  has  since  exclu- 
sively been  termed  Louisiana.  In  1673,  an  officer,  commissioned  by  the  French  Government,  explored  the  waters 
of  the  West;  taking  his  departure  from  lake  Michigan,  he  penetrated  to  the  Ouisconsin  river,  and  afterwards  to  the 
filississippi,  and  returned  through  the  Illinois  country,  after  having  sailed  down  the  Mississippi  within  one  degree 
of  latitude  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  late  treaty  of  Paris,  of  April,  1803,  and 
that  anterior  to  the  discovery  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  by  La  Salle.  Prior  to  this  era  the  settlements  of  the 
strait  had  commenced,  and  Detroit  claims  an  antiquity  of  fifteen  years  superior  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The 
few  titles  granted  by  the  Government  of  France  were  of  three  French  acres  in  front,  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
by  forty  in  depth,  subject  to  the  feudal  and  seignoral  conditions  which  usually  accompanied  titles  in  France.  The 
ancient  French  code  called  la  coutume  de  Paris  was  the  established  law  of  the  country,  and  the  rights  of  land  were 
made  strictly  conformable  to  it.  All  these  grants,  however,  required  the  grantee,  in  a  limited  period,  to  obtain  a 
confirmation  from  the  King;  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few,  this  confirmation  has  never  been  made.  On  the 
conquest  of  the  French  possessions  by  Great  Britain,  in  the  war  which  terminated  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  the 
year  1763,  as  well  in  the  original  articles  of  capitulation  in  1759  and  in  1760  as  in  the  subsequent  treaty  itself,  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  is  confirmed  to  them.  The  expression  in  the  original  is,  leicrsbiens,  nobles 
el  ignoblcs,  mtublcs^  et  immeubks.  It  is,  therefore,  conceived  to  comprehend  these  lands.  On  the  acquisition  by 
the  United  States  of  America  of  that  portion  of  Canada  which  is  now  comprehended  within  the  limits  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  at  Paris,  in  1783,  the  subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  are 
secured  from  loss  or  damage,  in  person,  liberty,  <u-  properly;  and  in  the  treaty  of  London,  negotiated  between  Mr. 
Jay  and  Lord  Grenville,  in  November,  1794,  they  are  still  more  particularly  confirmed  in  their  property  of  every 
kind,  land,  houses,  or  effects.  However  defective,  therefore,  the  class  of  original  proprietors  may  be  with  respect 
to  the  evidence  of  title  according  to  the  American  forms,  it  is  conceived  their  rights  are  extremely  strong.  The 
British  Government  granted  few  titles,  and  these  were  generally  mere  permissions  of  military  officers  to  use  or 
occupy  certain  pieces  of  land,  often  unaccompanied  with  any  written  evidences,  but  assuming,  from  long  continued 
possession,  an  appearance  of  right.     Under  the  American  Government  no  titles  of  any  kind  have  been  granted. 

From  this  state  of  things  some  consequences  have  resulted,  which  are  not,  indeed,  difficult  to  foresee,  but  which 
it  is  difficult  to  remedy.  One  of  these  consequences,  and,  perhaps,  not  the  least  important,  is  the  effect  it  has  had  on 
the  destiny  and  moral  character  of  the  progeny  of  the  original  colonists.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  troops  of  ' 
Louis  the  XlVth  came  without  women,  the  description  of  persons  constituting  the  second  generation  will  not  be  difficult 
to  conceive.  When  it  is  considered,  at  the  same  time,  that,  destitute  of  titles  to  land,  they  were  precluded  from  the 
means,  of  acquiring  thein,  it  will  be  obvious  that  an  entrance  into  the  savage  societies,  or,  at  most,  employments  in 
the  commerce  earned  on  with  them,  were  their  only  resources.  While,  therefore,  the  American  colonizations  of 
the  same  and  of  subsequent  date  have  grown  into  regular,  agricultural,  and  opulent  States,  these  countries  have 
been  destined  to  anarchy,  to  ignorance,  to  poverty.  The  emigrant,  whom  curiosity  or  enterprise  at  any  time 
brought  into  the  country,  was  either  attracted  to  the  British  side  of  it,  or  disappeared  in  some  mode  less  easy  to 
account  for.  Accession,  by  foreign  population  and  by  natural  increase,  being  thus  at  once  cut  off',  the  fate  of  this 
fine  region  has  necessarily  been  that  insignificance  which  still  belongs  to  it.  The  British  Government,  in  recent 
periods,  have  confirmed  original  proprietors;  made  a  donation  of  a  quantity  equal  to  the  original  grant,  termed  a 
continuation;  and  have  granted  lands  to  settlers,  without  any  other  price  than  common  fees  of  office  attending  the 
acquisition  of  the  grant.    Such,  however,  is  the  inestimable  value  of  liberty  to  man,  that,  notwithstanding  these, 
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and,  if  possible,  greater  inducements  to  the  settlers,  the  undersigned  venture  to  predict  a  marked  superiority  to 
the  American  side,  even  at  the  prices  at  present  required  by  the  American  Government,  or  a  sligiit  variation  of 
them,  if  the  old  claims  are  at  once  adjusted,  and  the  country  laid  open  to  the  acquisition  of  new  title. 

From  the  state  of  the  country  which  has  been  represented,  another  consequence  has  resulted.  Encroaclimcnts, 
in  some  instances,  grafted  on  original  title,  and  in  otiiers  without  a  semblance  of  title,  have  been  made  on  lands 
which  are,  or  ought  to  be,  the  property  of  the  United  States.  Individuals  have  proceeded  to  extinguish  the  native 
right,  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  all  the  Governments;  and,  in  some  instances,  extensive  settlements  have  been 
made  on  titles  thus  acquired.  What  arrangements  the  United  Stiites  will  make  on  this  head,  it  belongs  not  to  us  to 
anticipate;  we  shall  only  recommend  a  liberal  and  merciful  disposition  to  the  people  of  this  country,  of  whom  it 
may  be  safely  asserted  they  are  less  to  be  charged  with  depravity  of  character,  than  their  Governments  have  been 
with  cruel  neglect  and  indifference. 

The  claims  of  the  present  inhabitants  require  to  be  considered  under  one  more  aspect,  novel,  indeed,  but  not 
the  less  founded  in  truth.  When  the  American  comes  into  contact  wilhthe  aborif;inal,  if  he  is  not  considered  as  an 
enemy,  he  is  at  least  regarded  as  a  character  with  whom  they  are  to  struggle,  and,  if  in  no  other,  certainly  in  a  pe- 
cuniary view.  But  the  Canadian,  allied  by  blood,  by  long  established  intercourse,  by  a  countless  reciprocity  of 
services,  their  native  claims  having  long,  as  to  time,  been  extinguished,  and  their  honor  and  good  faith  having  been 
repeatedly  pledged  for  his  protection,  is  uniformly  regarded  as  their  brother,  and  with  him  they  are  disposed  to 
make  a  common  cause.  Hence  justice,  and  liberal  justice,  to  the  Canadian  inhabitant  is  an  impurtant  point  of 
policy  iu  the  conduct  of  the  American  Government  towards  the  aboriginal  inhabitants. 

The  extent  of  the  Canadian  extinguishment  of  Indian  title,  though  in  itself  indefinite,  appears  first  to  have 
received  limits  in  the  treaty  of  fort  Mcintosh,  in  1785.  We  there  first  find  a  written  dereliction  of  Indian  claim 
for  a  breadth  of  six  miles  from  La  Riviere  aux  Raisins,  now  called  Rosine,  on  lake  Erie,  to  the  lake  St.  Clair.  In 
the  subsequent  treaty  of  fort  Harman,  in  1789,  the  same  dereliction  is  confirmed.  In  the  ulterior  treaty  of  Green- 
ville, in  1795,  the  confirmation  is  repeated,  and  additions  made. 

The  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  of  1783,  and  the  subsequent  one  of  1794.  were  made  for  the  accomplishment  of 
great  national  objects,  having  very  little  connexion  witli  Canadian  and  Indian  claims.  The  treaties  of  fort  Mcin- 
tosh, fort  Harmar,  and  of  Greenville,  were  all  formed  on  other  far  more  important  points:  and  the  quantity  of  ex- 
tinguished Indian  title  in  Michigan,  recognised  by  them,  is  less  to  be  considered  as  an  acquisition  of  new  title,  thati 
a  dejinition  of  the  old.  The  expense  of  these  negotiations,  therefore,  can  scarcely  be  said,  in  any  sense,  to  attach 
to  this  country;  and,  perhaps,  it  may  be  truly  said  that  all  the  Indian  title  at  present  extinguished  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  has  not  cost  the  United  States  a  single  dollar,  but  is  entirely  a  recognition  of  a  previous  but 
indefinite  title,  extinguished  by  the  Canadians.  Hence  a  question  will  arise,  whether  it  is  more  than  burelij  justice 
to  the  inhabitants  to  allow  them  the  whole  of  this  part,  or  otherwise  to  permit  the  proceeds  of  it  to  be  applieil  to  their 
benefit,  in  the  education  of  their  youth,  in  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  such  as  court-houses  and  jails,  which 
the  late  conflagration  has  entirely  deprived  them  of,  and  in  laying  out  roads,  and  other  improvements  in  their  coun- 
try. Next  to  the  adjustment  of  the  old  titles,  comes  the  acquisition  of  new.  It  is  believed  that  at  this  period,  and 
in  a  particular  mode,  a  very  large  portion  of  Indian  title  may  be  shortly  extinguished;  but  as  this  part  of  the  subject 
may  hereafter  be  deemed  confidential,  it  is  made  the  subject  of  a  distinct  report. 

On  an  occasion  like  the  present,  it  may  not  be  unadvisable  to  revise  some  of  the  regulations  relative  to  the 
territory. 

On  all  the  subjects  requiring  legislation,  the  present  Government  act  with  difticulty,  and,  on  many,  cannot  act  at 
ail.  All  laws  will  be  found  to  operate  on  particular  places,  times,  and  persons;  and  in  no  State  which  enters  into 
the  composition  of  the  American  Union,  will  an  abstract  code  of  principles  be  discovered  free  from  a  connexion, 
and  that  a  very  close  one,  with  the  places,  times,  and  persons  aftected  by  them.  Hence  the  strict  adoption  of  any 
code,  or  even  of  any  one  law,  becomes  impossible.  To  make  it  applicable,  it  must  be  adapted  to  tlie  gengrapliy  of 
the  country,  to  its  temporary  circumstances  and  exigencies,  and  to  the  particular  character  of  the  persons  over 
whom  it  is  to  operate.  Hitherto  it  has  been  religiously  the  object  to  follow  what  has  been  deemed  the  substance  of 
the  law,  whatever  modifications  the  form  of  it  was  obliged  to  undergo.  But  different  minds  will  not  always  cor- 
respond in  sentiment  on  what  is  sid)stance,  and  what  is  form;  and  in  all  the  litigations  which  arise  under  laws, 
those  attecting  the  validity  of  the  law  itself  are  the  most  intricate  and  difficult.  Hence,  in  a  country  whose  adminis- 
tration ought  to  be  marked  with  simplicity,  intricacy,  procrastination,  and  uncertainty  in  affairs,  result.  To  adopt 
laws  from  all  the  original  States,  the  laws  of  all  the  original  States  ought  to  be  furnished;  and,  waiving  the  difficulty 
and  expense  of  procuring  them,  what  body  of  men,  under  the  pressure  of  immediate  business,  can  acquire  a  com- 
plete acquaintance  with  them?  The  possession  of  all  the  codes,  if  it  were  possible,  and  a  complete  acquaintance 
with  their  contents,  would  still  prove  an  abortive  cure;  for,  in  many  very  simple  cases,  a  strict  precedent  will  be 
searched  for  in  vain.  Is  the  object  to  establish  a  ferry,  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  any  district,  to  erect  a  court-house, 
or  to  institute  a  school,  however  urgent  the  call,  however  obvious  the  means,  it  must  often  be  abandoned  for  want  of 
a  precedent  that  will  apply;  and  often,  when  attempted,  may  be  defeated,  from  the'want  of  a  strict  correspondence 
between  the  law  made  and  the  precedent  from  which  it  professes  to  be  adopted.''  The  real  security  for  the  preva- 
lence of  republican  principles  rests  not  in  a  provision  of  this  awkward  kind:  lor,  even  in  the  codes  of  the  States,  the 
disciple  of  aristocracy  may  sometimes  find  a  weapon.  It  rests  in  the  general  probability  that  the  administrations  of 
this  description  will  be  conformable  to  the  general  administration.  It  rests  in  the  parental  contfol  of  Congress. 
Experience  is  the  best  test  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  a  law;  and  if  a  law  be  made  which  gives  dissatisfac- 
tion, the  natural  resort  is  to  the  authority  first  making  for  its  correction,  and  when  from  defect  of  power  or  of  incli- 
nation the  evil  is  found  irremediable  by  them  to  superior  authority.  ■ 

The  requiring  a  possession  of  certain  quantities  of  land  in  various  officers  is  not  only  impracticable  in  the  present 
instance,  but  the  policy  on  which  the  provision  may  have  originally  been  grounded  has  ceased  to  exist. 

The  southern  boundary  of  the  territory  is  indefinite.  Though,  in  the  present  maps  of  the  United  States,  a  line  of 
latitude  through  the  southern  bend  of  lake  Michigan  appears  to  strike  lake  Erie  near  the  niouth  of  the  Miami,  yet,  in 
the  maps  of  Arrowsmith  and  M'lvenzie,  such  a  line  of  latitude  vvould  not  strike  lake  Erie,  but  pass  entirely  south  of 
it-  The  anxiety  of  the  southern  settlers  of  the  territory  is  great  not  to  be  attached  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  would 
be  incommodious  to  them,  but  to  Michigan,  which  is  so  much  more  convenient.  The  western  end  of  lake  Eric,  even 
from  Sandusky,  would  feel  this  convenience. 

The  case  of  the  Wyandot  Indians  deserves  the  consideration  of  Government.  They  live  in  two  towns,  Ma- 
guaga  and  Brown's  town,  within  the  limits  of  the  American  title.  To  the  treaty  of  fort  Harmar  a  clause  was  an- 
nexed, stipulating  that  they  might  remain  unmolested.  In  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  this  provision  is  omitted.  They 
constantly  assert,  and  there  are  not  wanting  reputable  citizens  who  join  them  in  the  assertion,  that  they  %vere 
solemnly  promised  by  General  Wayne  a  continuance  of  the  indulgence.  It  may,  therefore,  be  worthy  of  serious 
consideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable,  in  the  adjustment  of  titles,  to  recognise  their  possessions,  and  invest 
them  with  the  character  of  citi7.ens. 

WILLIAM  HULL, 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
A.  B.  WOODWARD, 
Presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan . 
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9th   CoNGRiiss.]  No.    113.  [1st  Session. 

L\ND    TITLES    IN    THE    TERRITORY     OF     ORLEANS— THE    CULTURE    OF 
SUGAR-AND    THE    ENDOWMENT    OF    PUBLIC    SCHOOLS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    SENATE,    DECEMBER   31,    1805. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  TERKITORY  OF  ORLEANS. 

Thursday,  the  \ith  November,  1305. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  to  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  the  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  respectfully  represents: 

That  your  memori-iliRls  Imve  carefully  considered  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the  territory  of  Orleans  and  the  district  of  Loui  • 
siana;"  and  whilst  they  applaud  the  motive  which  has  thus  early  called  your  attention  to  that  subject,  they  remain 
impressed  witli  a  conviction  that  many  of  the  provisions  of  that  act  require  amendment.     Attributing  these  defects 
in  the  law  to  the  want  of  that  local  information  which  their  remote  situation  from  the  seat  of  Government  has  ren- 
dered it  impossible  you  should  attain,  your  memorialists  confidently  trust,  that,  upon  exposing  the  injuries  to  which 
they  would  be  subjected  by  the  execution  of  that  act,  in  its  present  imperfect  form,  your  honorable  body  will  apply 
the  appropriate  remedy.  ,,,..,.  ^      ,  .     ,  ,     ... 

The  former  Governments  of  France  and  Spam,  under  whose  dominion  this  country  has  successively  passed,  did 
not  C(msider  tlie  vacant  lands  as  a  source  from  which  revenue  was  to  be  derived,  but  as  a  means  of  increasing  the 
population  of  the  country,  encouraging  its  agriculture,  and  gaining  the  alfection  of  its  inhabitants.     Hence,  they 
were  ever  ready  to  grant'lands  to  (hose  who  removed  to  the  province,  and  applied  for  them;  and,  although  the  con- 
cessions generally  contained  conditions  that  the  lands  should  be  settled  within  three  years,  that  the  roads  and  levees 
should  be  made,  and  that  the  grantee  should  not  alien  unless  the  conditions  were  performed,  yet  it  was  well  under- 
stood that  these  conditions,  like  those  inserted  by  the  British  Government  in  many  of  her  colonial  patents,  were  not 
designed  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  a  rigorous  performance  of  them,  but  with  a  view  to  impress  the  grantee  with 
a  sense  of  dependance  upon  that  Government  from  which  his  titles  emanated,  and  to  bind  him  to  that  sovereign  upon 
whom  they  dependt-d  for  ultimate  confirmation.    In  no  case  were  lands  re-annexed  to  the  king's  dominions  for  want 
of  a  peiformance  of  the  condition,  except  where  the  grantee  hjd  manifested  some  decided  disposition  to  abandon 
them  or  to  leave  the  province;  and  even  then  such  lands  were  never  considered  as  liable  to  be  re  granted,  until  the 
Surveyor  General,  who  was  ordered  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries,  reported  that  the  lands  in  question  were  subject, 
in  consequence  of  neglecting  to  perform  the  condition,  to  be  re-annexed  to  His  Majesty's  domain.    From  this  view 
of  the  subject,  your  honorable  body  will  readily  account  for  that  want  of  a  disposition  to  speculate  in  lands,  which  is 
manifested  by  the  small  tracts  which  are  now  held  by  all  the  ancient  inhabitants,  and  for  that  negligence  in  obtaining 
complete  titles,  which  would,  in  other  countries,  be  inexcusable  and  unaccountable.     When  Government,  possess- 
ing immense  tracts  of  land,  were  ever  ready  to  bestow  them  on  the  first  applicant,  it  is  obvious  that  such  property 
would  never  be  considered  as  worth  the  expense  of  engrossing;  and  where  new  concessions  were  daily  offered  to 
strangers,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  old  inhabitants  should  feel  secure,  even  with  imperfect  titles,  on  the  scanty 
portions  which  their  ancestors  or  themselves  had  acquired.  ' 

The  act  to  which  we  have  called  the  attention  of  Congress  requires  that,  in  order  to  the  confirmation  of  incom- 
plete titles,  dated  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  October,  1800,  it  shall  be  necessary, 

1st.  That  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  warrant  issued,  should,  at  the  time  it  emanated,  have  attained  the  age  ot 
twenty-one,  or  have  been  the  head  of  a  family: 

2d.  That  the  lands  should  have  been  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1800,  by  the 
grantee,  or  by  some  one  for  his  use.  ,    ,        ,     - 

Theinstances  where,  after  performing  the  conditions  in  the  warrant  of  survey,  the  settler  has  proceeded  to  obtain 
Ills  patent,  are  comparatively  few.     Lulled  into  security  by  causes  already  briefly  enumerated,  he  depended  confi- 
dently on  his  possessicm,  accompanied  by  his  survey;  and,  in  numerous  instances,  after  performing  the  conditions, 
tlie  lands  have  been  transferre<l,  by  repeated  sales,  or  have  passed,  by  testament  or  descent,  through  numerous  heirs, 
or  devisees,  without  anv  other  wiitleii  evidence  of  right  than  a  warrant,  followed  by  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey. 
Aged  invalids  are  now  "the  proprietors  of  tracts  held  under  warrants  granted  to  minors;  and  numerous  families,  at 
this  moment,  subsist  upon  the  production  of  lands  formerly  granted  to  those  who  were  then  unmarried,  and  without 
fainiiies.     indeijd.  infancy,  celibacy,  or  the  want  of  a  family,  were  never  thought  of  as  an  objection  to  the  emanation 
of  patents  under  the  French  or  Spanish  Governments,  and,  your  memorialists  humbly  presume,  can  never  furnish  a 
just  reason  for  refusing  a  confirmation  of  incomplete  claim,  under  the  equitable  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  confidently  trust,  that  your  honorable  body,  aware  of  the  injustice  of  changing  the 
tenure  by  which  their  lands  have  heretofore  been  held,  will  not  make  the  titles  of  the  citizens  of  this  territory  de- 
pend upon  conditions  not  known  to  them  at  the  time  of  acquiring  their  property,  not  inserted  in  their  concessions, 
and  not  contemplated  by  the  laws  or  usages  of  the  Government  from  which  their  claims  are  derived. 

An  inspection  ol'  the  concessions  or  warrants  of  survey  issued  by  the  Spanish  authorities  here,  will  prove  that 
manifest  injustice  will  bo  done  to  numerous  claimants,  should  proof  be  required  that  the  land  was  actually  inhabited 
and  cultivated  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1800,  by  him  in  whpse  favor  the  warrant  issued,  or  by  some  person  for  his 
use.     In  the  forms  of  these  concessions  or  warrants  of  survey,  little  variety  is  discoverable.     They  state  that  the 
roads  and  levees,  where  they  are  necessary,  are  to  be  made  within  a  year;  that  the  land  is  to  be  settled  before  the 
expiration  of  three  years,  and  is  not  to  be  aliened  until  the  conditions  are  performed.    Upon  the  most  strict  con- 
struction of  this  instrument,  it  is  clear  that  the  holder  is  allowed  three  years  to  settle  his  land,  and  that  this  period 
cannot  be  abridged  without  an  act  of  manifest  injustice.     In  all  instances  where  the  orders  of  survey  are  not  dated 
more  than  three  years  anterior  to  the  first  day  of  October,  1800,  this  provision  of  the  act  would  operate  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  honest  claimant.     Your  raemoriiilists  beg  leave  to  be  indulged  in  repeating,  that  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment never  resumed  their  grants  on  account  of  the  non-performance  of  conditions,  unless  the  party  claiming  had 
rvinced  some  disposition  to  abandon  the  land,  or  to  emigrate  from  the  province.     It  may  be  proper  also  to  observe, 
that,  in  many  instances,  where  lands  had  been  long  settled,  and  every  condition  religiously  performed,  the  proprietor 
had  either  settled  on  some  other  tract  which  he  acquired  by  purchase,  or  owed  to  the  bounty  of  Government,  and 
liad  permitted  his  former  acquisiti(m  to  remain  on  tlie  1st  day  of  October  uninhabited  and  uncultivated  either  by 
himself  or  hy  any  person  for  his  use.     It  would  seem  superfluous  to  observe  on  the  injustice  of  refusin";  to  confirm  a 
claim  under  these  circumstances,  for  want  of  residence  and  of  cultivation;  and  yet  such  is  the  actual  state  of  nu- 
merous claims  within  the  territory  of  Orleans.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  so  much  of  the  act  as  requires 
actual  residence  on  the  land,  and  cultivation,  may  be  dispehsed  with,  and  that  the  commissioners,   in  confiiming 
titles,  shall  be  guided  by  the  tenor  of  the  title  papers,  and  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  Government  from  which  the 
claims  are  derived.  ..... 

Your  memorialists  have  also  discovered,  with  extreme  regret,  that  no  provision  is  made  for  recording  and  con- 
firming any  incomplete  titles  under  Spanish  warrants  dated  subsequent  to  the  1st  day  of  October,  1800,  and  prior  to 
the  period  at  which  this  territory  was  surrendered  to  tlie  French  republic.    It  is  a  fact  well  known  to  your  honor- 
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able  body,  that,  after  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  the  Spanish  authorities  continued  in  possession  of  this  territory, 
exercised  their  usual  acts  of  sovereignty,  and  were  supposed  by  her  subjects  to  enjoy  their  former  unlimited  right  of 
granting  away  the  soil.  Hence  proceeded  that  confidence  which  allured  adventurers  to  this  country,  induced^tlieiii 
to  accept  surveys  of  land,  to  enter  into  possession,  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  usual  conditions.  That  regard  for 
equity  which  prevails  in  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  the  United  States  would,  it  is  supposed,  prescribe  a  confirmation 
of  titles  commenced  under  such  circumstances;  and  your  nicmorialists  hope  that  some  provision  will  be  made,  by 
which  claimants  under  Spanish  titles  dated  since  the  first  day  of  Octobei-,  1800,  shall  be  confirmed  in  their  ri''hts. 

Your  memorialists  deem  it  a  sacred  duty,  which  they  owe  tothemselves  and  to  their  constituents,  to  apprise  youi 
honorable  body,  that,  in  consequence  of  repeated  casualties  by  fire,  and  owing  to  the  loss  of  papers  and  records  con- 
sequent upon  the  frequent  political  changes  to  which  this  country  has  been  subjected,  the  title  papeis  of  numerous 
claims  have  been  lost  or  entirely  destroyed.  It  is  some  consolation  under  this  misfortune,  that  the  claimants  who 
have  sufiered  most  in  the  loss  of  papers,  are  generally  those  who  have  remained  long  in  peaceable  possession,  and 
who  will  be  able  to  prove  an  acknowledged  right,  not  disputed,  for  a  succession  of  years,  liquily.  however  and  a 
just  regard  for  the  peculiar  situation  of'those  who  have  been  thus  deprived  of  the  evidences  of  their  rights'  would 
seem  to  require  that  some  specific  provision  should  be  made  for  their  relief.  "^ 

From  reflecting  on  the  extent  of  the  districts,  and  the  difliculty  of  travelling  through  them,  and  recollectin"  that 
the  same  individuals  may  necessarily  have  business,  as  parties  or  witnesses,  at  each  of  the  IJoards,  your  memorialists 
are  induced  to  believe  that  the  time  allowed  at  present  for  registering  will  be  too  short,  and  therefore  pray  that  it 
may  be  extended. 

In  many  parts  of  this  territory,  but  particularly  in  the  large  and  populous  counties  of  Attakapas  and  Opelousas  the 
inhabitants  have  generally  settled  upon  bayous  or  rivers,  where  the  soil  is  extremely  fertile,  but  where  there  is  not  a 
sufficiency  of  timber  for  the  purposes  of  fuel  and  agricultural  conveniences.  Immediately  behind  these  lands  the 
prairies  or  natural  meadows  commence,  and  continue  to  different  extents  of  from  one  to  twenty  and  even  thirty 
miles.  These  prairies  are  destitute  of  timber,  and  terminate  in  marshes  or  cypress  swamps.  The  timber  "rowing 
on  these  marshes  has  been  the  only  source  from  which  the  settlers  have  supplied  themselves,  and  the  Spanish 
authorities  here,  convinced  of  the  importance  of  reserving  them  as  a  common  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  refused 
to  grant  them  to  individuals.  These  swamps  at  this  moment  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  severe  penalties  are 
annexed  to  the  offence  of  cutting  timber  upon  them.  Without  a  continuance  of  the  indulgent  permission  to  use  the 
timber  on  these  swamps,  the  inhabitants  situated  near  the  prairies  will  be  compelled  to  abandon  their  habitations. 
Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  the  citizens  of  this  territory,  situated  as  aforesaid,  may  be  allowed  the  use  of 
the  nearest  cypress  swamps,  without  incurring  the  penalties  of  the  law,  and  that  legal  provision  may  be  made 
securing  them  in  the  right  of  common  in  such  lands.  ' 

Another  subject  of  incalculable  importance  to  the  most  useful  cultivators  in  this  territory,  those  who  reside  on  the 
two  borders  of  the  river  belovv  the  Ciiafalaya  and  Iberville,  forces  itself  upon  the  attention  of  your  memorialists, 
and  seems  to  deserve  the  tender  consideration  of  your  honorable  body.  The  lands  alluded  to  are  divided  into  small 
tracts,  whichare  entirely  cleared  on  their  front,  and  have  long  been  under  cultivation.  The  grantees  of  these  lands,  at 
the  moment  of  acquiring  them,  were  at  liberty  to  take  gratuitously  either  a  single  concession,  by  whicii  they  acquired 
a  depth  from  the  river  of  forty  acres,  or  a  double  concession,  by  which  they  acquired  all  tlie  land  between  the  river 
and  the  lakes  or  morasses  which  approach  its  borders  on  both  sides.  A  few  of  the  early  grantees  accepted  double 
concessions,  whilst  the  greater  number,  knowing  that  the  lands  between  them  and  the  lakes  would  at  any  time  be 
conceded  to  them  upon  their  application,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  future  destinies  of  the  countiy.  contented  them- 
selves with  single  concessions.  These  settlers  felt  the  less  anxious  to  extend  tlieir  grants,  when  they  reflected  that 
the  morasses  and  swamps  pressed  in  every  where  behind  their  lands  so  close,  as  to  allow  in  few  instances  more  than 
thirty,  and  in  many  less  than  twenty  acres  in  depth  fit  for  culture.  The  lands  behind  these  concessions  were  sacredly 
pieserved  by  the  Spanish  Government  for  the  proprietors  in  front,  and  they  were  at  any  time  able  to  procure  them 
by  offering  proof  that  an  extension  of  their  grants  would  not  injure  the  holders  of  double  concessions. 

The  culture  of  sugar,  a  culture  of  the  first  importance  to  the  prosperity  and  independence  of  the  United  States, 
a  culture  forbidden  by  nature  to  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  Union,  and  confined  exclusively  to  their  favored  spot, 
has  on  many  plantations  already  nearly  exhausted  the  timber,  and  will,  unless  aided  by  the  cypress  groves,  so  long 
reserved  by  the  Spanish  Government  for  the  present  inhabitants,  greatly  languish,  or  be  entirely  abandoned.  Should 
these  lands  be  exposed  for  sale,  it  is  obvious  that  they  could  be  bought  only  with  the  view  of  harassing  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  front,  because  not  an  acre  of  them  is  fit  for  cultuie  of  any  kind,  and  they  can  be  approached  (miy  by 
passing  through  the  cultivated  lands  of  those  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  front.  To  promote  the  culture  of  sugar, 
to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  settlers,  to  screen  them  from  the  rapacity  of  those  who  might  purchase  the  lands  between 
them  and  the  lakes,  and  to  fulfil  their  expectation  founded  on  the  immemorial  usages  and  solemn  assurances  of  their 
former  Governments,  your  memorialists  pray  that  the  holders  of  single  concessions  may  be  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  with  those  to  whom  double  concessions  were  granted  by  the  Governments  of  France  and  Spain. 

Your  memorialists,  before  they  conclude  this  address  to  your  himorable  body,  beg  leave  to  direct  your  attention 
to  a  memorial  transmitted  you  by  the  late  legislative  council,  relative  to  the  establishment  and  endowment  of  public 
schools,  and  pray  that  the  liberality  which  has  been  so  honorably  displayed  towards  the  other  territories,  may  be 
generously  extended  to  the  territory  of  Orleans;  and  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

JEAN  NOEL  DKSTRIHAN, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Beprcsenlalivca. 
ELIGIUS  FROMENTIN,  Clerk. 

(The  following  papers,  connected  with  this  memorial,  were  placed  on  file  by  Mr.  Anderson,  chairman  of  the  committee  to 

whom  the  memorial  was  referred.  ] 

St.  Louis,  January  2ilh,  1806. 
Sir: 

We  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  petition  signed  by  Pierre  Antoine  Laforge,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  New  Madrid,  and  enclosed  with  a  letter  to  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  to  be  by  him  de- 
livered to  the  Board. 

The  principal  object  of  this  memorial  is  to  show  convincing  reasons  to  Congress  for  the  temporary  removal  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  the  town  of  New  Madrid,  founded  on  the  remoteness  of  the  district,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  producing  witnesses  before  the  Board,  from  the  v/ant  of  means  to  bear  the  expense.  These  difficulties, 
and  the  hardship  of  their  situation,  the  commissioners  are  fully  aware  of.  and  would  willingly  accommndate  the  dis- 
trict. The  Board,  through  an  apprehension  of  the  impositions,  public  and  private,  likely  to  be  practised  by  means  of 
ex  parte  depositions,  have  as  yet  required  that  testimony  should  be  delivered  viva  voce  before  the  Board,  and  this 
practice  it  is  their  wish  to  continue,  until  the  prayer  of  this  memorial  be  determined  by  Congress.  And  they  beg 
leave  to  say,  that,  if  the  additional  expenses  of  transportation  of  themselves  and  family  are  satisfied  by  a  reasonable 
compensation,  they  will  have  no  objection  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  New  Madrid. 
They  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  B.  C.  LUCAS, 
JAMES  L.  DONALDSON, 
CLEMENT  B.  PENROSE. 
The  Honorable  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

P.  S.  If  you  should  think  that  too  much  inconvenience  would  attend  waiting  fur  the  decision  of  Congress  as  to 
taking  of  depositions,  the  commlEsioners  would  be  satisfied  with  your  opinion  on  the  subject. 


252  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [t8C6- 

Treasury  Department,  April  ith,  1806. 
Sir: 

I  have  duly  cdnsideied  the  New  Orleans  inenioiial,  and  the  observations  of  the  Attorney  General  thereon. 
These,  together  with  the  information  received  ffoin  the  several  Boards  of  Commissioners,  and  a  conversation  with 
Mr.  Lewis,  one  of  them,  who  has  lately  returned  from  New  Orleans,  induce  me  respectfully  to  suggest  the  follow- 
ing remarks: 

L  Claims  to  land. 

As  it  appears  that  in  a  great  many  instances  no  legal  evidence  of  a  permission  to  settle  can  he  produced,  and  as 
great  hardship  would  follow  from  a  total  exclusion  of  grants  for  lands  granted  to  minors,  it  would  seem  proper  to 
provide,  1st.  'I'hat  a  quiet  possession  of  three  years  shall  be  considered  as  evidence  of  a  permission  to  settle.  3dly. 
'I'liat  when  lands  have  been  in  the  quiet  possession  of  the  owners  during  ten  years,  the  grants  or  concessions  shall 
not  be  invalidated  by  reason  of  the  grant  having  been  made  to  a  minor. 

As  it  relates  to  other  grants  to  minors,  to  double  concessions,  and  to  concessions  made  subsequent  to  the  treaty 
of  San  Ildefonso,  our  information  is  not  sufficient;  and,  for  the  present,  it  would  be  more  eligible  only  to  direct  a 
special  report  to  be  made,  and  to  declare  that,  in  the  meanwhile,  the  lands  shall  not  be  sold. 

n.  Time  of  filing  claims. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  extend  the  time  in  the  territory  of  Orleans;  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
having  been  presented,  in  the  eastern  district,  and  less  than  five  hundred  in  the  western.  But  from  the  want  of 
information  in  the  country,  the  scattered  situation  and  distance  of  many  settlements,  and  the  reluctance, encouraged 
by  disaffected  persons,  to  exhibit  the  claims,  a  general  compliance  with  the  law  cannot  be  expected,  unless  a  greater 
number  of  offices  be  established,  or  the  Registers  be  authorized  to  appoint  temporary  deputies  in  each  county,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  notices  of  claims,  disseminating  the  information,  and  removing  the  unfounded  apprehen- 
sions of  the  people. 

III.   Organization  and  duties  of  the  commissioners. 

It  would  also  promote  a  prompt  investigation  of  the  claims,  and  remove  a  strong  objection,  if  the  commissioners 
were  authorized  to  travel  to  the  several  counties,  and  to  collect  on  the  spot  oral  evidence.  This  is  equally  applica- 
ble to  liouisiana,  as  will  appear  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  there.  But,  both  to 
diminish  the  expense,  and  to  avoid  delays,  I  would  propose  that  the  President  should  be  authorized  to  diminish  the 
number  of  commissioners,  if  he  shall  think  it  proper.  It  must  be  recollected  that  the  Boards  are  not  authorized  to 
make  a  final  decision;  and  one  man  might  prepare  a  report  as  well  as  three. 

In  addition  to  those  alterations,  I  will  also  state  (hat  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
suggests  the  necessity  of  two  of  his  deputies  being  authorized  to  keep  permanent  offices  in  the  territory  of  Orleans, 
and  being  allowed  a  small  compensation  therefor.  Should  it  be  the  opinion  of  the  cotnmittee  that  lands  ought  to  be 
offered  for  sale  in  that  territory,  provision  may  be  made  to  that  effect  for  the  western  district,  in  which  a  portion  of 
land  lias,  in  conformity  with  last  year's  act,  been  directed  to  be  surveyed.  But  there  are  but  few  vacant  in  the  eas- 
tern district,  except  swamps;  and  it  would  be  preferable  to  delay  sales  there,  until  a  report  shall  have  been  received 
from  the  commissioners. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Honorable  Joseph  Anderson,  in  Senate. 
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LAND    CLAIMS   IN    MISSISSIPPL 

COMMDNICATED   TO    THE    SENATE,    ON   THE  7th  OF   JANUARY,    1806. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

To  the  President  and  members  of  the  Senate  of  said  United  Stales,  the  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the 
holders  of  the  title  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company  to  lands  in  [he  Mississippi  territory,  most  respectfully 

showelh: 

That  your  memorialists  have  frequently  presented  themselves  before  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
(not  as  voluntary  obtruders,  but  in  compliance  with  a  public  advertisement  of  their  commissioners)  to  receive  a  pro- 
portion of  the  proceeds  of  five  millicms  of  acres  of  land  reserved  out  of  the  territory,  lately  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  appropriated  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  as  a 
fund  for  compensation  of  the  claims  ()f  your  memorialists  and  others  to  a  large  portion  of  said  ceded  territory — 
claims  derived  from  the  State  of  Georgia  under  an  act  of  that  State  passed  the  seventh  day  of  January,  1795. 

The  respect  which  your  memorialists  owe,  and  feel  towards  their  Government  led  them  cheerfully  to  apply  for 
the  proposed  compensation,  rather  than  contend  for  the  whole.  But.  by  the  public  debates  on  the  subject  of  these 
claims  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  appears  that  some  of  the  members  of  that  honorable  body  are  of  opinion 
that  your  memorialists  have  no  rights  at  all,  not  even  to  compensation,  that  the  titles  they  hold  a.ie  fraudulent,  and 
known  to  be  such,  by  the  present  holders  at  the  time  of  their  purchase. 

With  respect  to  any  such  knowledge  on  the  part  of  your  memorialists,  they  do  most  solemly  declare  they  neither 
had  nor  could  have  any;  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  entertain  any  doubts  as  to  (he  validity  of  (he  act  under  which 
their  titles  are  derived,  there  being  at  that  time  no  complaint  or  accusation  against  the  Legislature,  or  the  grantees, 
even  in  Georgia  itself.  For  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  your  memoiialists  beg  leave  respectfully  to  refer  to  the  delegates 
of  Georgia  now  in  Congress;  and  to  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  whom  these  claims  were 
referred  at  their  last  session.  The  purchase  of  your  memorialists  was  made  in  Charleston  in  February,  1795:  their 
deed  of  conveyance  is  dated  the  6th  of  March,  1795. 

This  unexpected  suggestion  as  to  their  rights  has  caused  a  ruinous  delay  as  relates  to  your  memorialists,  by  pro- 
longing and  preventing  a  settlement  by  compromise,  and  by  putting  them  to  very  heavy  expenses. 

As  soon  as  your  memorialists  discovered  this  opposition  to  a  settlement  by  compromise,  they  lost  no  time  respect- 
fully to  declare  their  readiness  to  meet  the  question  of  right  in  a  court  of  law,  to  the  full  extent  of  theii-  claims,  and 
did  pray  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  direct  by  law  (hat  the  claims  of  your  memorialists  be  referred  to  the 
decision  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Judiciary  Court  of  the  Utjited  States.  And  they  now  again  humbly  pray  that 
8ucb  a  reference  may  be  made,  if  in  their  wisdom  Congress  should  think  it  more  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
than  a  settlement  by  compromise. 

The  vast  original  cost  paid  eleven  years  ago,  and  the  heavy  expenses  yearly  accumulating  upon  your  memorial- 
ists  in  seeking  redress,  are  too  oppressive  to  be  much  lunger  suppoi  ted.    Many  of  the  claimants  are  already  reduced 
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to  circumstances  that  loudly  appeal  to  the  honor  and  magnanimity  of  Congress  for  speedy  relief.    In  the  fond  hope 
and  full  confidence  of  which,  your  memorialists  offer  this  respectful  address  to  your  honorable  body. 

JOSEPH  PEPPIN, 
In  behalf  of  ihe  Upper  Mississippi  Company. 
City  of  Washington,  December,  1805. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress  assenMed,  December,  1805,  the  Memorial  of  the  Directors  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  associates  in  said  company  duly  authorized,  respectfully  represents: 

That  they  have  repeatedly,  by  their  agents,  presented  themselves  before  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  subject  of  their  claims  to  a  certain  portion  of  the  lands  lying  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  within  the 
district  of  the  Mississippi  territory. 

Previously  to  the  cession  of  said  territory,  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  the  United  States,  their  memorials  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  liad  for  their  object  the  giving  of  formal  notice  to  the  General  Government  of  the 
title  under  which  they  held,  and  the  extent  and  location  of  their  claims;  as  well  to  prevent  any  bar  to  their  rights 
from  remaining  silent  while  the  contemplated  cession  was  progressing,  as  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  Congress  for  their 
aid  in  bringing  them  to  some  definite  issue. 

During  the  negotiation  between  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  your  memo- 
rialists, by  their  agents,  attended,  and  again  renewed  their  claims,  and  put  in  their  caveat  against  the  United  States 
purchasing  any  part  of  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  their  grants;  but,  in  obedience  to  the  law  of  Congress,  they  at 
the  same  time  manifested  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  their  readiness  to  enter  into  a  compromise  and 
adjustment  of  their  claims  on  reasonable  terms;  and  several  communications  in  writing,  as  well  as  in  conversation 
passed  between  the  commissioners  and  the  agents  of  your  memorialists  on  the  subject;  copies  of  the  former  are  here- 
with presented.  By  tliese,  it  will  appear  that  the  commissioners  would  probably  have  abandoned  the  negotiation 
with  the  commissioners  of  Georgia,  had  they  not  have  been  assured  by  the  agents  of  your  memorialists,  of  their  rea- 
diness to  adjust  their  claims  on  a  reasonable  indemnity;  and  on  this  ground  the  five  millions  of  acres  were  reserved 
in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  for  the  purpose  of  compromising  the  claims  not  otherwise  provided  for  in 
the  treaty. 

And  your  memorialists  further  represent,  that  Congress  did,  at  the  cession  subsequent  to  the  ratification  of  said 
treaty,  appropriate  by  law  the  five  millions  of  acres  for  the  purpose  intended  by  the  treaty;  and  that  they  have  ever 
since  attended  at  the  seat  of  Government,  avowing  themselves  ready  to  enter  into  the  contemplated  compromise 
with  any  commissioners  who  might  be  authorized  to  act  on  the  subject  Tv/o  bills  were  introduced  for  that  pur- 
pose into  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  two  last  sessions  of  Congress,  but  were  postponed,  to  the  "reat  disap- 
pointment of  the  claimants.  They  now  most  respectfully  again  declare  to  Congress  their  willingness  to  enter  into 
The  adjustment  of  their  claims  by  compromise,  provided  Congress  shall  see  fit  so  to  direct:  or,  if  Congress  in  their 
wisdom,  should  think  it  expedient  to  direct  the  whole  title  of  the  claimants  to  be  decided  by  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  should  pass  a  law  to  carry  it  into  effect,  the  claimants  will 
cheerfully  submit  thereto.  But  your  memorialists  take  leave  finally  to  represent,  that,  already  depressed  with  pro- 
crastinations, and  inasmuch  as  a  further  delay  would  probably  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  many  of  the  claimants 
from  want  of  resources,  to  make  further  applications  to  Congress,  they  humbly  hope  that  Congress  will  now  adopt 
some  definite  arrangement  on  this  subject;  and  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bouncl,  will  ever  pray. 

BENJAMIN  HICHBORN,  SAMUEL  BROWN. 

NATHANIEL  FELLOWES,  JOSEPH  WARD. 

GEORGE  BLAKE,  J.  W.  PESK 

EBEN.  OLIVER,  ' 

Directors  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  associates. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  undersigned,  agents  for  purchasers  of  lands  under  the  State  of  Georgia,  beg  leave  once  more  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  LegisTature'of  the  Union  to  the  claims  of  their  constituents  and  themselves  to  certain  portions  of  the  land 
lately  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  Georgia.  Finding  that  an  important  question  of  right  subsisted 
between  the  Government  of  their  country  and  themselves,  the  respect  which  they  owed  and  felt  towards  such  an 
opponent  has  led  them  repeatedly  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  justice,  without  asking  that  it  should  be  measured 
by  any  other  rule  than  such  as  their  wisdom  should  dictate.  But  the  expenses  and  delays  that  have  attended  these 
applications  have  been  ruinous  to  some  of  the  petitioners,  and  extremely  burthensome  to  all.  They  have,  therefore 
thouglit  it  their  duty  respectfully  to  suggest  another  manner  of  settling  their  claims.  It  is  well  known  that  no  mode 
of  trying  the  question  at  once,  and  as  one  entire  thing,  in  the  judicial  courts  of  the  Union,  now  exists;  and  to  suffer  it 
to  remain  in  suspense,  until  individual  grantees  under  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  United  States  shall  have  settled  it 
by  private  law  suits,  is  giving  to  that  part  of  the  Union  everlasting  litigation  for  an  inheritance.  As  the  question  in 
its  nature  seems  to  be  suitable  for  the  judicial  power,  the  undersigned  humbly  pray  that  provision  may  be  made  by 
law  for  deciding  it  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  the  same  rules  of  justice  that  are  con- 
stantly applied  in  causes  between  individuals.  If,  however.  Congress  shall  think  it  more  proper  to  provide  for  set- 
tling the  claims  by  compromise,  the  undersigned  and  their  constituents  will  most  cheerfully  conform  to  any  mode 
that  may  be  adopted  for  accomplishing  so  desirable  a  purpose. 

SAMUEL  SEWALL,  JOHN  C.  JONES. 

WILLIAM  PAYNE,  SAMUEL  DEXTER,  and 

BENJAMIN  HICHBORN,  BENJAMIN  JOY. 
JAMES  SULLIVAN, 


[The  following  papers  were  filed  by  Mr.  Baidwin,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  three  preceding  memorials  were 

referred.] 

City  of  Washington,  February  17,  1806. 
Gentlemen: 

Whereas  Daniel  Boardman  and  Peter  Griffin,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  Thomas  Hunt,  of  West  Chester, 
and  State  of  New  York,  claim  the  following  described  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  that  tract  of  land  granted  by 
the  State  of  Georgia  to  James  Gunn,  Matthew  McAllister,  George  Walker,  and  their  associates,  Zachariah  Cox, 
Jacob  Walburger.  William  Longstreet,  and  Wade  Hampton,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Georgia  Company  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  Tombigbee  river,  where  the  northern  boundary  line  of  lands  conveyed  to  William  Cox  by  the  said 
company  mtersects  the  same;  running  thence,  a  due  east  course,  along  the  said  Cox's  line,  which  is  two  and  a  half 
British  statute  miles  north  of  latitude  33°  20',  to  the  Coosa  river;  thence,  up  the  said  Coosa  river,  to  a  point  where 
the  parallel  of  latitude,  fourteen  and  a  half  miles  due  north  from  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  33°  20'  intersects  the 
said  Coosa  river;  thence,  a  due  west  line,  to  the  said  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  down  the  said  Tombigbee  river,  to 
33  p 
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the  place  of  beginning;  estimated  to  contain  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  acres;  for  which  a  regular  chain 
of  conveyance  to  them  from  the  original  grantees  stands  on  record  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States.  And  whereas  an  amicable  accommodation  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  respecting  their  claim, 
is  very  desirable,  therefore,  so  far  as  they  are  interested  in  those  lands,  they  will  agree  to  such  terms  ol  compromise 
as  shall  be  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  claimants,  and  convey  their  lands  to  the  United  States  agreeably  to  such 
form' as  shall  be  prescribed;  and  only  add,  that  they  prefer  receiving  their  proportion  of  such  sum,  to  be  raised 
from  the  avails  of  the  sales  of  the  five  millions  of  acres,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  claims,  as  shall  be 
n<ri-ppd  noon  and  without  interest, 
a^ieea  upon  DANIEL  BOARDiMAN, 

For  himself,  Peter  Griffin,  and  Thomas  Hunt. 


CiTV  OF  Washington,  February  I2th,  1806. 

The  undersigned,  in  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  committee  passed  on  the  8th  instant,  represent  as 

That,  considering  the  many  embarrassments  which  the  grantees,  claiming  titles  to  Georgia  land?,  which  titles 
are  held  from  and  under  the  persons  to  whom  the  State  of  Georgia  sold  the  said  lands,  have  experienced,  are  induced 
to,and  do  agree  to  compromise  these  contending  claims,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  Messrs.  Madison, 
Gallatin,  and  Lincoln,  as  made  to  Congress,  in  February,  1803,  in  case  such  compromise  can  be  effected  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress;  but  the  undersigned  consider  it  their  duty  to  add  their  express  reservation  of  all  their 
right,  titles,  and  privileges,  in  case  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  decline  entering  into  such  coiii- 

G.  Granger  represents  the  New  England  Mississippi  Company,  which  company  claim  the  whole  tract  of  land  grant- 
ed by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  and  he  herewith  delivers  his  power  of  attorney,  autho- 
rizing him  to  act  in  behalf  of  said  New  England  Mississippi  Company,  marked  A.*  He  also  depositea  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee  a  deed  of  release  to  the  United  States  of  all  said  tract  of  country,  executed  by  the  persons  holding 
(for  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  said  company,  and  by  virtue  of  conveyances  from  each  of  the  said  members) 
the  legal  title  of  all  said  tract  of  land,  which  deed  of  release  to  said  United  States  shall  be  considered  to  be  delivered 
to  them,  and  for  their  use,  whenever  the  proposed  compromise  shall  have  been  effected,  and  not  before:  this  deed  is 

J  Peppin  represents  the  claims  of  A.  Tanno,  James  Miller,  and  Jiimes  Warrington,  who,  as  sub-purchasers,  are 
the  proprietors  of  all  that  tract  of  land  sold  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  name  of  the  grant  made  to  the  Upper 
Mississippi  Company,  as  per  powers  of  attorney,  herewith  delivered,  marked  C  and  D.  ,u     .     - 

Philip  B.  Key  represents  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  tour  hundred-twentieths  of  the  lands  granted  by  the  htate 
of  Georgia  to  several  persons  under  the  name  of  the  Tennessee  Company;  this  is  exclusive  of  the  shares  which  have 
reverted  to  the  Government  by  certain  proprietors  withdrawing  the  money  from  the  Treasury  ot  Georgia,  as  per 
powers  of  attorney  marked  E  and  K.  ,.  ,      ,  ■  ,  „  .  .    ,    i,  ^, 

J.  Russell  represents  the  claims  of  forty-eight  sub- purchasers,  which  claims  embrace  the  major  part  of  all  those 
lands  which  were  granted  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Georgia  Company,  so  called,  as  appears  by  the  power  ot 
attorney  marked  F,  G,  and  H. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GID.  GRANGER, 
JOSEPH  PEPPIN, 
PHILIP  B.  KEY, 
Attornev  of  Jackson,  sole  surviving  trustee  of  the  Tennessee  Company. 
JOSEPH  RUSSELL. 
Abraham  Baldwin,  Esquire, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Georgia  claimants. 


Washington,  lith  February,  1806. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  not  competent  in  law  to  bind 
those  whom  I  do  not  represent,  and  that  I  cannot  incur  any  personal  responsibility,  or  enter  into  indemnity,  on  their 
account.  By  the  printed  deed,  accompanying  my  power  of  attorney,  it  will  be  perceived  that  my  principal,  Mr. 
Jackson,  as  sole  surviving  trustee  of  the  Tennessee  Company,  has  full  authority  to  bind,  and  by  his  acts  conclude, 
the  interest  and  shares  of  the  proprietors  who  have  signed  that  deed;  and  the  directions  added  to  the  power  of  at- 
torney, given  me,  show  ample  authority  in  me,  so  far,  to  accept  of  the  compromise  contained  in  the  report  of  Messrs. 
Madison,  Gallatin,  and  Lincoln:  beyond  this  I  have  no  power. 

The  unrepresented  shares  in  the  Tennessee  Company  bear  a  small  proportion,  compared  to  the  aggregate  number 
formed  of  those  whom  I  represent,  and  those  whose  titles  and  interest  I  consider  surrendered  [by  re-acceptance  of 
their  money  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia.  My  information  on  the  subject  is  limited,  having  no  personal  interest  in 
the  company,  but  I  feel  extremely  confident  and  well  assured  that  those  whom  I  do  not  represent,  and  who  are  of 
full  age,  and  competent  to  bind  themselves,  will  readily  come  into  the  general  measure. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  B.  KEY, 

..Attorney  for  Jackson- 
The  deed  specifies  the  number  of  shares  I  represent,  the  original  of  which  is  in  my  possession,  with  all  the  docu- 
ments evidencing  title. 

P.  B.  KE 1 . 

City  of  Washington,  15th  Febrttary,  1806. 

Sir:  ,  ,  ■ 

I  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  by  which  I  find  the  deduction  of  the  powers  sent  you  on  the  12th  instant  not 
so  explicit  as  the  committee  wished.  In  order  to  explain  the  powers  which  I  hold,  the  number  mentioned  was  forty- 
eight,  who  had  substituted  me  for  all  purposes  as  related  to  the  claims  of  the  Georgia  Company.  Those  gentlemen 
held  powers  from  the  claimants  in  New  York  and  Charleston,  (South  Carolina,)  with  the  power  of  substitution. 
They  have  substituted  for  that  purpose,  which  powers  I  presume  embrace  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  that  tract  of  land 
claimed  by  the  Georgia  Company.  Should  there  be  any  who  have  not  thus  empowered  the  general  agents,  whom 
I  represent,  a  clause  can  be  inserted  in  the  act,  which  will  answer  all  purposes.  So  far  as  I  am  empowered,  I  am  ready 
to  quit  claim  to  the  United  States  of  that  tract  of  all  country,  as  above  mentioned,  which  power  I  conceive  complete 
for  that  purpose. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  RUSSELL. 
A.  Baldwin,  Esquire, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  the  Georgia  claimants. 

*  This,  and  other  papera  refen'ed  to,  were  returned  to  the  parties. 
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Washington,  February  25,  1806. 
Sir: 

Having  been  informed  that  the  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  Benjamin  Hichborn  and 
others,  are  desirous  I  would  explain  what  is  meant  in  my  letter  of  yesterda}',  by  the  words  "  such  indemnity  as  may 
legally  be  allowed."  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  inform  them,  that,  in  the  presumption  that  any  greater  indemnity  than 
what  is  stipulated  in  the  Georgia  deed  of  cession  to  Congress  would,  howeverjMs/,  be  deemed  Ule'^al  I  am  willin^to 
accept  my  portion  of  the  indemnity  as  so  stipulated;  or,  to  be  still  more  explicit,  I  am  willing  to  compromise Ihe 
claims  of  those  whom  I  represent,  on  the  principles  marked  in  the  propositions  that  were  submitted  to  Congress  by 
the  honorable  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Lincoln,  as  the  basis  of  a  compromise  with  those  who  derive 
their  claims  to  land  in  Georgia  from  an  act  of  that  State,  passed  7th  January,  1795.  ]3ut  1  be"  it  may  be  expressly 
understood  by  the  honorable  committee,  that  if  the  compromise  in  question  should  be  longer  delayed,  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  impair  or  alter  the  original  rights  of  my  constituents. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

^,    „         ^,  ^  JAMES  GREENLEAF. 

The  Honorable  Abraham  Baldvvik. 
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COMMlINICATEn   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY    17,    1806. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  directors 
and  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  made  the  following  report: 

This  memorial  bears  date  January  16th,  1796,  since  which  time  laws  have  been  passed  removing  every  subject 
of  grievance  complained  of  by  the  memorialists,  and  providing  for  every  object  stated  in  their  prayer,  except  one. 
Of  this  it  would  appear  the  memorialists  themselves  are  satisfied,  from  an  endorsement  on  the  back  of  the  memorial'. 
The  only  object,  therefore,  now  remaining  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  is  their  application  for  twenty  mile  square' 
lots,  in  lieu  of  that  number  appropriated  by  the  company  for  the  endowment  of  schools,  and  for  religious  purposes. 

To  render  this  application  more  plain,  and  easy  to  be  understood,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  it  more  at  large.  The 
agents  of  the  Ohio  Company  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  a  tract  of 
land;  in  which  contract  it  was.stipulated  that,  in  every  township  of  six  miles  square,  one  mile  square  lot  beino-No. 
16,  should  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  that  lot  No.  29  should  be  appropriated  for  religious  purposes! 
In  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  21st  day  of  April,  1792,  authorizing  a  certain  grant  of  land  to  "that  company,' 
the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  schools  and  religion  were  authorized  in  the  lands  granted  and  described  in  the 
first  section;  but.  in  the  tract  granted  under  the  second  section  of  this  act,  no  appropriation  whatever  is  made,  either 
for  the  support  of  religion  or  schools. 

The  memorialists  state,  that,  conceiving  this  difference  in  the  provisions  of  the  said  first  and  second  sections  to 
have  been  merely  an  omission  in  the  la\y,  they  did  of  themselves  appropriate,  of  the  land  granted  under  the  said 
second  section,  twenty  mile  square  lots,  in  ten  townships,  for  the  support  of  schools  and  religion.  And  they  now 
request  that  Congress  would  allow  therii  to  take  the  same  number  of  lots  out  of  the  public  reserves,  within  the  com- 
pany's purchase,  to  replace  the  appropriations  thus  made  by  themselves. 

The  committee  think  it  proper  to  state  some  facts  and  circumstances  which  have  an  immediate  relation  to,  and 
bearing  upon,  this  subject.  The  contract  entered  into  by  the  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company  with  the  Board  of  Trea- 
sury, on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1787,  was  for  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  acres.  This  quantity  was  after- 
wards, on  the  application  of  the  purchasers,  reduced  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres,  for  which  a  patent 
was  issued,  pursuant  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  21st  of  April,  1792,  above  referred  to.  On  the  application 
of  the  purchasers,  a  further  grant  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  acres  was  authorized  on  certain  conditions 
expressed  in  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  and  for  which  a  patent  has  issued,  without  any  reservations  whatever. 

The  striking  difference  betwixt  the  language  and  provisions  of  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  act  referred 
to,  has  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  cornmittee,  that  the  omission  complained  of  by  the  memorialists  was  the 
effect  of  design.  The  first  recognizes  the  original  contract;  the  second  does  not:  the  first  directs  a  patent  to  issue 
with  the  "reservations  in  the  said  indenture  expressed;"  the  second  is  silent,  both  as  to  reservation  and  indenture.' 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  that  the  quantity  originally  contracted  for  being,  on  the  application  of 
the  purchasers,  reduced  to  one-half,  every  claim  to  the  remainder,  in  virtue  of  that  contract,  was  abandoned;  and 
that  the  grant  under  the  second  section  cannot  be  considered  as  resting  on  the  principles  of  the  old,  but  is,  in  reality, 
a  new  contract.  The  omission,  as  it  is  called,  of  appropriations  for  the  support  of  schools  and  religion  may  be  ac- 
counted for,  from  the  reduced  price  paid  for  the  land  granted  under  the  second  section.  For  the  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  thousand  acres,  being  the  amount  of  that  grant,  the  company  paid  one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  and 
nine  hundred  acres  in  military  warrants.  Allowing  these  to  have  been  received,  acre  for  acre,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  originally  proposed  by  Congress,  the  company  would  have  seventy-one  thousand  acres,  for  which  they  paid 
nothing.  If.  from  this  quantity,  there  should  even  be  deducted  six  thousand  four  hundred  acres,  the  amount  of  the 
Jots  appropriated  by  the  company  for  schools,  there  will  remain  sixty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  acres,  a  more 
than  adequate  reimbursement  for  any  expense  they  might  have  been  at  in  defence  of  the  territory  against  the  Indians. 
The  appropriation  made  by  the  company  for  the  support  of  schools  and  religion,  (of  which  fact  the  committee  enter- 
tain no  doubt)  whilst  it  manifests  a  laudable  zeal  to  promote  the  interest  of  literature,  morality,  and  religion,  yet 
cannot  be  considered  as  imposing  any  legal  or  equitable  obligation  on  the  United  States'to  replace  the  lands  so'dis- 
posed  of.  The  proceeds  arising  therefrom  must  be  expended  in  the  several  townships,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inha- 
bitants; and  hence  the  company,  instead  of  making  a  sacrifice,  have  conferred  an  additional  value  on  their  other 
lands. 

The  committee,  on  a  full  view  of  the  subject,  are  induced  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists,  so  far  as  respects  their  application  for  twenty  mile  square  lots, 
ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  memorial. 
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9th  eoNGRBSS.1  No.  116.  [1st  Session. 

SETTLERS   IN   RANDOLPH   AND    ST.    CLAIR   COUNTIES,   IN   INDIANA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE   HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   JANUARY   21,    1806. 

Mr.  Gkegg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Randolph  and  St.  Clair  counties,  in  the  Indiana  territory,  made  the  following  report: 

From  the  representation  f)f  the  petitioners,  it  appears  that  they  migrated  from  the  United  States  to  the  Indiana 
territory,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  for  themselves  and  families  such  an  establishment  in  land  as  they  despaired 
of  being  ever  able  to  procure  in  the  old  settlements.  On  their  arrival  in  Indiana,  liberal  offers  were  made  them  by 
the  Spanish  Government  of  Louisiana,  by  which  offers  many  were  induced  to  settle  on  the  Spanish  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi; but  that  they,  through  an  attachment  to  their  own  country,  and  to  the  principles  of  its  Government,  con- 
temptuously rejected  the  offer,  and  commenced  their  settlement  in  Indiana.  One  object  of  their  prayer  is,  to  obtain 
a  grant  of  the  lands  on  which  they  have  thus  settled:  they  also  pray  that  the  Surveyor  General  may  be  directed  to 
run  a  line  betwixt  two  points  mentioned  in  the  petition,  and  that  all  the  lands  on  the  one  side  of  said  line  may  be 
exempted  from  the  mode  of  survey,  and  terms  of  sale,  to  which  the  other  public  lands  are  subject. 

Making  grants  on  account  of  actual  settlement  on  the  public  lands  is  a  principle  which  has  never  been  recog- 
nized by  Congress:  it  was  tried,  without  success,  in  the  case  of  the  actual  settlers  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  com- 
mittee can  perceive  nothing  in  the  case  of  the  present  petitioners  to  distinguish  it  from  that  of  the  Ohio  settlers, 
and.  therefore,  think  it  should  receive  the  same  decision.  ,,■    ,     j    /•         i  ,     r 

To  comply  with  the  other  object  of  the  petition,  by  exempting  one  portwn  ot  the  public  lands  Irom  the  mode  ot 
survey,  and  terms  of  sale,  to  which  the  residue  is  subject,  \vould  be  such  a  departure  from  that  consistent  and 
regular  method  of  conducting  the  business  relating  to  the  public  lands,  that  the  committee  are  assured  it  will  never 
receive  the  sanction  of  Congress.    The  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


9th  CoWGHBSS.]  No.   117.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  TO  CONFIRM  TO  CERTAIN  INDIANS  THE  LANDS  THEY  OCCUPY  IN  OHIO. 

COMMUNICATED  TO   THE   HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    JANUARY   24,    1806. 

Mr  Gregg  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Pim-e-ne-see,  or  William 
'  Ward,  and  three  others,  the  children  of  John  Ward,  deceased,  made  the  following  report: 

It  appears  from  the  representation  of  the  petitioners,  and  an  accompanying  certificate  of  Isaac  Zane,  that  they 
are  the  children  of  John  Ward  by  an  Indian  woman,  with  whom  he  cohabited  as  his  wife.  Their  father,  having 
been  made  a  prisoner  by  the  Indians  when  very  young,  had  entirely  conformed  himself  to  their  mode  of  living,  but 
always  entertained  a  wish  to  discover  his  friends,  and  enjoined  it  on  his  children,  if  they  should  survive  him,  to  pro- 
secute the  inquiry;  and,  if  they  succeeded^in  making  the  discovery,  that  they  should  endeavor  to  obtain  a  settle- 
ment among  them,  and  adopt  the  civilized  mode  of  living,  as  being  preferable  to  that  of  the  savage  state.  After  the 
death  of  their  father,  in  obedience  to  his  injunctions,  they  have,  by  diligent  inquiry,  found  a  brother  of  his  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  to  whose  neighborhood  they  have  removed,  and  made  a  settlement;  but,  being  wholly  destitute  of 
means  to  purchase  land,  they  pray  that  such  grants  of  laud  may  be  made  them,  as  will  secure  to  them  the  prospect 
of  a  living,  otherwise  they  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  the  Indians.  .  . 

The  committee  acknowledge  their  feelings  to  be  interested  in  the  cause  of  these  petitioners,  and  they  would 
accordingly  recommend  a  compliance  with  their  prayer,  if  they  could  find  any  precedent,  or  principle,  heretofore 
recognized  by  Congress,  to  warrant  such  an  opinion.  No  case  of  the  kind,  however,  has  occurred  to  the  committee. 
The  only  instance  on  record  of  a  grant  bearing  any  affinity,  or  having  any  analogy  to  that  contemplated  ^  this 
petition,  is  contained  in  an  act,  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  April,  1802,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  ot  Isaac  Zane." 
Although  the  lands  mentioned  in  this  act  were  given  to  Mr.  Zane  without  any  pecuniary  consideration,  it  is  believed 
they  were  considered  in  the  light  of  a  compensation  for  various  acts  ot  kindness  performed  by  him  to  such  of  our 
citizens  as  were  in  captivity  with  the  Indians,  and  for  his  service  in  furnishing  information  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Indians  when  they  were  hostile. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


9th  Congress.]  No.   118.  [1st  Sessioit- 

CULTIVATION   OF   THE   VINE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO   THE   HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   FEBRUARY  3,   1806. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Francis  Menissier,  made 

the  following  report: 

That  the  object  of  the  petitioner  is  to  obtain  from  Congress,  as  an  encouragement  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine, 
the  donation  of  a  section  of  land,  on  more  favorable  terms  of  payment  therefor,  by  an  extension  of  the  usual  credit. 
As  an  inducement  to  grant.this  encouragement,  he  states  that,  at  Cincinnati,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  he  has,  for  six  years 
past  been  making  experiments  on  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  at  considerable  expense,  and  that  the  result  has  been 
so  favorable  as  to  inspire  him  with  a  belief  that  he  is  able  to  raise  such  a  quantity  of  the  same  species  of  vine  as  is 
common  in  France,  as  to  supply  the  whole  State  of  Ohio  with  good  wine,  for  medicinal  and  other  purposes,  at  one- 
fourth  of  the  price  for  which  imported  wines  can  be  obtained. 
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There  is  no  evidence,  other  than  the  statement  of  the  petitioner  himself,  to  show  that  iiis  experiments  on  the  vine 
have  been  attended  with  any  success.  Some  information  received  through  other  channels  furnishes  some  ground  to 
suspect  that  his  calculations  of  success  are  made  on  quite  too  large  a  scale.  It  is  believed,  also,  that  the  section  for 
yvhidi  he  applies  has  been  sold,  and  that,  under  present  circumstances,  even  if  it  was  not  otherwise  disposed  of,  he 
would  decline  to  be  a  purchaser.  These  circumstances,  it  is  presumed,  would  justify  the  opinion  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted:  but,  as  applications  of  a  similar  nature  may  be  made,  the  committee  would 
state  another  ground  of  refusal,  equally  applicable  to  all  such  cases. 

The  encouragement  asked  by  the  petitioner  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  direct  bounty  on  the  culture  of  the 
vine— it  being  asked  not  in  money,  but  in  land,  does  not  change  its  nature.  The  public  lands  are  the  common  pro- 
perty of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  thereof  ought  to  be  applied  only  to  national 
purposes,  for  which,  if  this  source  of  revenue  did  not  exist,  the  Government  would  be  bound  to  provide  by  a  tax  on  the 
people.  As  every  donation  of  public  land,  or  diminution  of  its  price,  for  the  encouragement  of  any  species  of  labor, 
must,  by  lessening  this  source  of  revenue,  increase  the  demand  of  the  Government  on  the  people,  it  is  the  same  in 
effect  to  them,  whether  the  encouragement  is  given  in  a  g'rant  of  money  or  land,:  if  we  would  not  give  the  former, 
we  ought  to  withhold  the  latter. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


9th  Congress.]  No.    119.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION   TO   CONFIRM   AN    INDIAN   GRANT. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,    FEBRUARY   3,    1806. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Ash,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

It  appears  from  the  statement  made  by  this  petitioner,  and  a  number  of  letters  and  certificates  which  accompany 
his  petition,  that  he  was  made  a  prisoner  by  the  Indians  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  and  remained  with  theui  until 
the  treaty  of  Greenville.  That,  for  sundry  services  rendered  the  Indians,  they  promised  to  give  him  a  tract  of  land 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Ohio,  and  opposite  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  riverj  for  which  tract,  they  have  since  given  him 
a  regular  conveyance:  that,  being  now  married,  and  settled  on  the  land,  he  hopes  Congress  will  confirm  the  grant. 

By  an  act  passed  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  1790,  it  is  enacted,  that  no  sale  of  lands  made  by  Indians  or  any  tribe 
or  nation  of  Indians,  within  the  United  States,  shall  be  valid  to  any  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  State,  whether 
having  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  such  lands,  or  not,  unless  the  same  shall  be  duly  made  and  executed  at 
some  public  treaty  held  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  This  act  has  been  repealed,  but  its  provisions 
have  been  carried  into  other  laws;  and,  in  most  of  the  treaties  made  with  the  Indians,  a  provision  is  inserted,  confin- 
ing the  right  of  purchasing  their  lands  exclusively  to  the  United  States.  In  the  treaty  of  Greenville  in  particular, 
the  Indians  have  strictly  bound  themselves  not  to  dispose  of  or  sell  their  lands,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  any  but  the 
United  States:  and  the  nations  who  were  a  party  in  that  treaty,  particularly  the  Delawares  and  Shawanees,  claimed 
to  be  the  proprietors  of  the  land  in  which  the  petitioner's  grant  is  included.  The  conveyance  of  the  tract  appears  to  be 
fairly  executed,  and  is  signed  by  seven  Indians,  styling  themselves  chiefs  of  the  Delaware  and  Shawaneeinations;  but 
it  having  been  made  expressly  contrary  to  law,  and  more  particularly  to  the  provision  in  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  to 
which  these  very  nations  were  a  party,  it  is  of  course  void. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

[Note. — See  further  report.  No.  140.  ] 


9th  Congress.]  No.  120.  [1st  Session. 

LAND    CLAIMS   IN   WEST  FLORIDA. 

COMMCNICATED    TO    THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    FEBRUARY  24,    1806. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Roger  Enos,  made  the 

following  report: 

This  petitioner  states  that  he  served  in  the  army  in  the  war  against  France  from  1755  until  1763.  That,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  promising  a  bounty  in  land  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  served  in  that  war,  a  company  was  formed  under  the  name  and  title  of  the  Military  Mventurers,  for  the 
purpose  of  exploring  the  province  of  West  Florida,  and  making  their  locations  therein,  if  it  should  be  found  to  answer 
their  purpose.  That  he,  with  some  others,  were  appointed  a  committee  by  the  company  to  proceed  to  West  Florida 
to  carry  their  views  into  effect.  That  the  said  committee,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  of  West  Florida, 
did  locate  nineteen  townships  between  the  river  Yazoo  and  the  Natchez.  That  one  of  these  townships  was  assigned 
to  him  by  the  company,  in  compensation  for  his  services;  in  hi?  title  to  which  township  he  now  prays  to  be  confirmed. 

He  also  states  his  having  been  an  officer  in  the  American  army  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  prays  that  he 
mayreceive  such  quantity  of  land  as  other  officers  of  his  rank  have  received. 

The  company  of  Military  Mventurers,  of  which  this  petitioner  states  himself  to  have  been  an  agent,  submitted 
their  claim  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  claims  made  by  settlers  and  other  per- 
sons to  lands  within  the  territory  situate  west  of  the  river  Chattahoochee,  and  south  of  the  cession  made  to  the 
United  States  by  South  Carolina.  These  commissioners,  after  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject,  have  decided 
that  the  claim  set  up  in  the  name  of  the  company  for  the  nineteen  townships  has  no  foundation.  The  promise  of 
grants  by  the  Governor  of  West  Florida  was  only  to  such  as  should  become  actual  settlers.  Such  of  the  settlers 
as  did  obtain  grants,  and  such  as  have  continued  on  the  lands,  are  embraced  by  the  provisions  made  for  other  claim- 
ants of  a  similar  description.  If  the  petitioner  has  either  a  grant,  or  a  settlement  claim,  he  can  avail  himself  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  if  he  has  neither  he 
cannot  expect  to  succeed  in  his  present  application. 

If  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  land  as  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary  array,  there  is  no  legal  impediment  to  prevent 
his  obtaining  it.  The  laws  on  that  subject  point  out  the  course  for  him  to  pursue.  The  committee  submit  it  as  their 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  the  several  papers  accompanying  the  same. 
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9th  Congress.]  No.    121.  [1st  Session. 

ERROR  IN  THE  TREASURY  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  LAND  OFFICERS  IN  THE  NORTH- 
WESTERN TERRITORY,  RELATIVE  TO  CALCULATING  THE  DISCOUNT  FOR  PROMPT 
]  AYMENT. 

COMMUNICATjED   TO   THE  HODSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY  26,  1806. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Dick,  William 
Bruce,  and  Asa  Kitcheli,  made  the  following  report: 

These  petitioners  state  that,  at  the  public  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  held  at  Cincinnati  in  the  month 
of  April,  1801,  they  became  purchasers  of  three  several  lots  or  sections  of  land,  for  which  they  made  prompt 
payment,  and  received,  respectively,  from  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Cincinnati,  their  final  certificates,  par- 
ticularjy  specifying  payment  to  have  been  fully  made  on  the  said  three  lots  or  sections  of  land.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  refuses  receiving  these  certificates  as  sufficient  evidence  of  the  full  and  complete  payment  of  the 
aforesaid  three  lots,  on  the  ground  that  the  discount  allowed  on  the  prompt  payment,  made  as  aforesaid,  was  too 
great,  and  not  in  conformity  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river;  and  that,  therefore, 
they  are  induced  to  pray  Congress  to  interpose  in  their  behalf,  and  make  provision  securing  to  them  the  absolute  fee 
of  the  said  three  several  lots,  agreeably  to  their  respective  purchases. 

In  the  fifth  section  of  an  act  passed  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  1800.  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river,"  the  following  provision 
is  contained:  "'  A  discount,  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent,  a  year,  shall  be  allowed  on  any  of  the  three  last  payments 
which  shall  be  paid  before  the  same  shall  become  due,  reckoning  this  discount  always  upon  the  sum  which  would 
have  been  deniandable  by  the  United  States  on  the  day  appointed  for  such  payment."  Some  time  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  and  previous  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  rules  for  calculating  this  discount  were  transmitted  from  the 
Treasury  Department  to  the  Receivers  of  Public  Money  in  the  Northwestern  territory;  but  it  does  not  appear  they 
were  accompanied  by  any  other  instructions.  In  these  rules  an  erroneous  principle  was  adopted,  by  which  the  eight 
per  cent,  discount  was  allowed  to  be  taken  from  the  principal,  instead  of  a  sum  composed  of  the  principal  and  interest 
which  would  be  demandable  by  the  Government  on  the  day  appointed  for  payment. 

The  error  having  been  discovered,  the  question  was  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  a  copy  of  his  opinion 
as  to  the  true  construction  of  the  law  was  transmitted  to  the  Receivers  of  the  Public  Money  in  the  territory  afore- 
said, on  the  12th  day  of  March,  1801.  The  public  sale  of  the  land  at  Cincinnati  commenced  on  the  first  Monday  of 
April,  and  the  letter  containing  the  Attorney  General's  opinion  did  not  reach  the  Receiver  of  the  Public  Money  at 
that  place  until  the  20th  of  that  month.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1801,  a  letter  was  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  that  officer,  informing  him  that  no  patents  should  issue  unless  the  whole  purchase  money  should  have 
been  paid  according  to  law,  and  directing  him  to  give  information  of  such  decision  to  purchasers  to  whom  receipts 
in  full  might  have  been  erroneously  given. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompanying  this  report,*  that  these  instructions  have 
been  literally  adhered  to;  and  that,  although  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  acres  had  been  sold  at  Steubenville  and 
Cincinnati  previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  Attorney  General's  opinion,  in  no  instance  (one  solitary  case  excepted)  has 
a  patent  been  subsequently  issued,  except  on  payment  in  full  in  conformity  with  that  opinion  and  the  instructions 
issued  thereon. 

The  committee  are  unable  to  discover  any  reason  why  these  petitioners  should  be  excepted  from  the  general  rule. 
They  became  purchasers  under  the  law,  and,  of  course,  are  subject  to  its  provisions.  The  terms  of  the  law,  in 
relation  to  the  discount,  are  clear  and  explicit;  and  it  would  appear  that  the  error  in  the  rules  originally  transmitted 
to  the  Receivers  of  the  Public  Money  must  have  been  merely  a  mistake,  and  could  not  have  proceeded  from  a  delibe- 
rate misconstruction  of  the  law. 

The  committee,  after  mature  deliberation,  and  considering  the  subject  in  every  light  in  which  it  presented  itself 
to  their  view,  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  no  relief  in  the  premises,  and  therefore  recommend 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw 
the  same,  together  with  the  several  papers  which  accompany  it. 


9th  Congress.]  No.  122.  [1st  Session. 

LANDS   FOR   SUPPORT   OF    SCHOOLS    IN   THE    TERRITORY    OF   ORLEANS., 

COMMUHICATED  TO  THE   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY  27,  1806. 

Mr.  George  W.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  territory  of  Orleans,  and  also  the  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  same  teriitory,  made  the 
following  report  on  the  said  n.emorial  of  the  said  Legislative  Council,  and,  in  part,  on  the  said  memorial  of  the 
said  House  of  Representatives, 

The  object  of  the  memorialists  is  to  obtain  from  the  General  Government  a  grant  of  lands  for  the  establishment 
and  support  of  colleges,  schools,  and  other  seminaries  of  education,  within  the  territory  of  Orleans. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  a  primary  object  with  the  General  Government  to  encourage  and 
promote  education  in  every  part  of  ihe  Union,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  done  consistent  with  the  general  policy  of 
the  nation,  and  so  as  not  to  infringe  the  municipal  regulations  that  are  or  may  be  adopted  by  the  respective  State  au- 
thorities on  this  subject. 

The  benefits  resulting  to  society,  in  general,  from  the  establishment  and  support  of  public  institutions  for  the  edu- 
cation of  youth  and  the  general  diffusion  of  science,  are  too  well  known  to  all  discerning  persons  to  require  any  par- 
ticular investigation  on  the  present  occasion.  The  National  Legislature  has,  by  several  of  its  acts  on  former  occa- 
sions, evinced,  in  the  .strongest  manner,  its  disposition  to  afford  the  means  of  establishing  and  fostering,  with  a 
liberal  hand,  such  public  institutions. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  old  Congress  under  the  confederation,  of  the  20th  March,  1785,  it  is  declared  that  lot  No. 
16,  of  every  township  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  (which  is  equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  same.) 
shall  be  reserved  for  the  maintenance  of  public  schools  within  the  said  township.    It  also  appears,  by  an  act  of  Con- 
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gress,  passed  the  3d  March,  1803,  that,  in  addition  to  certain  tracts  of  land  before  that  time  appropriated  for  tha+ 
purpose,  there  were  appropriated,  and  vested  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  schools 
m  that  State,  certain  quarter  townships  in  certain  tracts  therein  described,  estimated  to  be  equal  to  the  one  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  contained  in  the  said  several  tracts  to  which  the  Indian  claim  had  been  extinguished;  also, 
the  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  lying  in  the  said  State  of  Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian 
title  had  not  been  extinguished,  which  might  be  purchased  of  the  said  Indian  tribes  by  the  United  States;  making 
the  quantity  of  land  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  within  the  said  State,  equal,  at  least,  to  one  thirty-sixth  part 
of  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  within  the  same. 

A  similar  provision  has  also  been  made  by  a  law,  passed  in  1803,  for  the  use  of  schools  in  the  Mississippi  territory. 

By  this  liberal  policy,  the  General  Government  has  secured  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ohio  and  of  the  Missis- 
sippi territory,  a  permanent  fund  for  the  promotion  of  learning,  and  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  within  the 
same. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  sound  policy  in  the  General  Government,  as  well  as  consistent  with 
equal  justice,  to'^act,  on  this  occasion,  with  the  same  liberality  towards  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Orleans  that 
has  been  shown  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  territory;  and  to  make  the  like  provision  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  public  schools  in  the  one  case  that  has  been  made  in  the  others. 

In  pursuing  this  line  of  conduct,  the  National  Legislature  will  aflbrd  to  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Orleans  the 
strongest  proot  of  a  disposition,  not  only  to  extend  to  them  the  rights  and  privileges  of  American  citizens  in  °-ene- 
ral,  but  to  place  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  citizens  of  the  most  favored  portion  of  the  Union,  who  have  ex- 
perienced the  immediate  attention  of  the  General  Government,  and  to  observe  towards  them  the  fostering  care  of  an 
indulgent  parent,  feeling  a  lively  interest  in  their  future  prosperity  and  happiness.  In  this  measure,  the  people  of 
that  territory  will  become  sensible,  in  some  degree  at  least,  of  the  advantages  they  have  derived,  and  may  yet  obtain, 
from  being  incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  becoming  a  portion  of  a  free  and  independent  nation.  ' 

The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  official  information  to  enable  them  to  Ibrm  a  correct  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  quantity  or  value  of  the  public  lands  within  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  nor  have  they  any  information  respecting 
the  situation  of  the  said  lands,  in  relation  to  the  centre  of  the  city,  or  the  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi;  and,  as  it  may 
probably  be  necessary  for  the  General  Government  to  reserve,  for  public  purposes,  some  portions  of  the  said  lands, 
which  cannot,  at  present,  be  designated,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  it  would  not  be  advisable,  at  this  time,  to 
appropriate  or  dispose  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  ' 

Your  committee  respectfully  submit  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  public  schools  within  the  territory  of  Orleans,  theie  shall 
be  appropriated,  and  reserved  from  sale,  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  within  the  said 
territory,  to  which  the  Indian  claim  has  been  extinguished,  or  may  hereafter  be  extinguished;  which  one  thirty-sixth 
part  shall  consist  of  the  section  No.  16  in  each  township,  if  the  said  lands  shall  be  surveyed  in  townships  of  six  miles 
square  each,  and  the  same  divided  into  sections  of  one  mile  square  each;  and  shall,  if  the  lands  be  surveyed  in  a 
difierent  manner,  be  designated  by  lots;  and  the  lands  so  appropriated  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  aforesaid,  within 
the  townships,  or  particular  divisions  not  exceeding  townships  in  extent,  respectively,  within  which  the  same  shall  lie. 


9th  Congress.]  No.  123.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN   AND    ADJOINING   NATCHEZ. 

COMMUNICATED  TO   THE   HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   MARCH    4,    1806. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
assistants  of  the  city  of  Natchez,  the  petition  and  memorial  of  William  Dunbar,  and  the  memorial  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Jefferson  college,  made  the  following  report: 

The  above  petitions  relate  to  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Natchez,  of  the  trustees  of 
Jefferson  college,  and  of  William  Dunbar,  to  a  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  city 
aforesaid,  between  the  buildings  thereof  and  the  bluff  of  the  Mississippi  river;  and  also  to  the  conflicting  claims  of 
the  aforementioned  corporation  and  trustees  to  two  town  lots,  occupying  a  central  situation  in  the  city  above- 
mentioned. 

For  three  successive  sessions,  this  subject  has  been  before  Congress,  the  history  of  which  is  as  follows: 

In  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  tlie  State  of  Tennessee,"  a  reservation  is  made  of  "  such  town  lots,  not 
exceeding  two  in  the  town  of  Natchez,  and  of  such  an  out-lot  adjoining  the  same,  not  exceeding  thirty  acres,  as  may 
be  the  property  of  the  United  States,  to  be  located  by  the  Government  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  for  the  use  of 
Jefterson  college. 

After  this  reservation  was  known  to  the  corporation  of  Natchez,  they,  apprehending  that  the  land  and  lots  before- 
mentioned,  which  had  been  in  the  possession  and  use  of  the  town,  and  to  which  they  conceived  it  entitled  injustice, 
might  be  located  for  the  use  of  the  college,  petitioned  Congress  to  confirm  their  claim  to  the  said  land  and  lots,  and 
to  grant  them  such  other  vacant  lands  as  might  be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  city. 

The  committee  to  whom  this  petitionl  was  referred  made  a  report  favorable  to  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the 
land  in  front  of  the  town,  and  the  two  town  lots  claimed  by  the  corporation.  A  short  time  after,  a  petition  was 
received  from  William  Dunbar,  claiming  the  land  in  front  of  \e  town,  as  already  described.  This  petition,  and  that 
of  the  corporation,  were  then  referred  to  a  new  committee,  who,  just  as  they  were  about  to  report  in  favor  of  the 
latter,  received  information  that  the  two  town  lots  had  been  located  by  the  Governor,  and  the  land  in  front  of  the 
town  by  the  Secretary  of  the  territory,  for  the  use  of  the  college.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  information,  the  com- 
mittee recommended  a  resolution  (which  was  afterwards  agreed  to)  for  suspending  all  further  proceedings  relative 
to  this  subject  until  the  end  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Early  in  the  last  session,  a  memorial  was  received  from  the  trustees  of  the  college,  claiming  the  land  and  lots 
in  question,  as  the  property  of  that  institution.  About  the  same  time,  another  memorial  was  received  from  William 
Dunbar,  in  support  of  his  claim  to  the  land  in  front  of  the  town,  and  requesting  that  the  consideration  of  all  petitions 
relative  thereto  might  be  postponed,  and  that  time  might  be  allowed  him  to  prepare  further  representations  on  the 
subject. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  all  these  conflicting  claims  were  referred,  like  the  preceding  committees  on  the 
same  subject,  reported  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  the  corporation;  but  the  report  was  not  acted  upon  by  the  House 
during  the  session. 

By  an  official  act  of  Governor  Williams,  bearing  date  the  18th  of  November  last,  the  locations  in  favor  of  the 
college  have  been  withdrawn;  and  the  question,  of  consequence,  is  again  placed  on  fair,  equitable  ground,  and  ren- 
dered susceptible  of  such  legislative  decision  as  may  be  dictated  by  justice  and  expediency. 
The  principles  of  the  question  should  next  be  considered. 
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The  claim  of  William  Dunbar  to  the  land  in  front  of  the  town  is  founded,  as  appears  by  documents,  upon  a  grant 
from  the  Spanish  Governor,  Gayoso,  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  limits  and  navigation  with  Spain,  in  consideration 
of  services  rendered  by  this  memorialist  to  the  Spanish  Government.  The  claim  of  the  corporation  to  the  land  just 
mentioned  is  founded,  as  appears  by  several  depositions,  upon  a  previous  reservation  made  by  the  same  Governor, 
when  the  town  was  laid  off,  for  the  preservation  of  health,  and  other  useful  purposes.  The  foundation  of  the  claim 
of  the  trustees  has  been  already  stated. 

In  comparing  the  respective  merits  of  these  claims,  your  committeejiave  no  difficulty  in  formins;  an  opinion.  On 
the  ground  of  equity  they  conceive  that,  as  the  people  of  the  town  of  Natchez  settled  and  made  improvements  there, 
under  an  impression  that  the  reservation  of  this  land,  made  by  the  competent  authority,  would  be  continued  for 
their  common  convenience,  and  as  it  was  continued  as  long  as  that  authority  existed,  they  ought  not  to  be  deprived 
of  the  benefits  of  that  reservation,  either  by  the  Government  which  had  ceased,  or  that  which  succeeded. 

On  the  ground  of  expediency,  your  committee  observe  a  very  obvious  and  important  difference  between  the  claim 
of  the  corporation,  and  the  claims  of  the  two  other  parties.  It  is  apparent  that  the  latter  are  asserted,  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  land  in  question,  whilst  the  former  is  defended  with  a  view  of  averting  those 
evils  which  are  considered  as  inevitable  should  either  of  the  other  claims  be  finally  established.  Your  committee 
are  assured  that  no  part  of  this  land  was  ever  contemplated  as  a  site  for  the  college.  Theobjectof  the  trustees,  there- 
fore, as  well  as  of  the  individual  claimants,  must  be,  if  successful,  to  make  the  most  advantageous  disposition  of  the 
land,  by  laying  it  out  into  lots  for  the  erection  of  buildings,  without  entering  into  the  physical  reasonings  of  which  the 
subject  seems  to  be  peculiarly  susceptible.  In  support  of  the  claim  of  the  corporation,  your  committee  would  sug- 
gest as  their  opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  left  to  those  who  are  immediately  interested,  to  devise  and  use  such  means  as 
to  them  may  appear  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  health.  It  is  with  a  view  to  this  great  end  that  the  people  of 
Natchez  wish  to  ventilate  the  town,  by  keeping  the  reserved  space  on  the  bluff  of  the  river  unoccupied  with 
buildings.  To  say  nothing  of  other  local  objects  of  minor  consideration,  to  which  this  reservation  seems  necessaiy, 
your  committee  conceive  that  the  one  above  mentioned  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  authorize  the  experiment, 
whether  it  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  town  of  Natchez  alone,  or  to  other  towns  that  may  be  hereafter  esta- 
blished. 

It  seems  by  a  letter  of  the  19th  of  November  last,  from  the  Governor  of  the  territory,  who  is  President  of  the 
Board  of  the  Trustees,  and  who  also  is  authorized  to  locate  the  out-lot  for  the  college,  that  a  more  advantageous 
location  of  other  land  may  be  made  tor  that  institution.  Your  committee,  therefore,  can  see  no  well  founded  reason 
why  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  land  in  question  should  not  be  vested  in  the  corporation  of  the  city. 

On  the  two  town  lots,  or  on  one  of  them,  which  had  been  located  for  the  use  of  the  college,  stands  an  old  budd- 
ing, which,  under  the  Spanish  Government,  was  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  clergy,  but  is  at  present  used  for 
the  threefold  purpose  of  holding  the  Mayor's  court,  the  meetings  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  performing  di- 
vine service.  Except  these  two  town  lots,  there  are  no  others  within  the  knowledge  of  your  committee,  claimed  by 
the  town,  on  which  buildings  may  be  erected,  for  the  abovementioned  or  any  otiier  public  purposes.  From  this 
consideration,  and  from  the  additional  one,  of  the  great  expense  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Natchez  have 
to  sustain  from  its  peculiar  local  circumstances,  your  committee  should  not  hesitate  to  recommend  a  grant  of  those 
lots  to  the  corporation,  did  thej;  know  that  the  grant  of  town  lots  to  the  college  could  be  satisfied  by  another  loca- 
tion. But,  possessing  no  certain  knowledge  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  they  abstain  from  recommending  any  legis- 
lative measure  relative  thereto,  presuming  that  such  a  salutary  exercise  of  discretion  may  be  expected  from  the 
Governor  of  the  territory,  as  may  be  best  calculated  to  do  justice,  and  to  obviate,  as  far  as  practicable,  every  cause 
of  local  contention. 

With  respect  to  {.'ranting  to  the  corporation  all  the  lands  that  may  be  found  vacant  withiti  the  limits  of  the  city, 
your  committee  conceive  that  it  would  be  proper  to  ascertain  what  lands  are  vacant,  before  any  decision  is  had  on 
this  part  of  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  and  considerations,  your  committee  are  induced  to  recommend  the  foUov/ing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  land  lying  between  the  front  street  of  the  city  of  Natchez 
and  the  Mississippi  river  ought  to  be  vested  in  the  corporation  of  said  city,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  legal 
claims  of  any  individuals,  if  any  there  be,  nor  with  the  lands  annexed  to  the  old  fort  adjacent  thereto:  Provided, 
That  the  said  land  be  neither  cultivated  nor  occupied  with  buildings,  but  be  planted  with  trees,  and  preserved  as  a 
common  for  the  use,  comfort,  and  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  aforesaid. 


Mississippi  Territory,  Washington,  November  19,  1805. 
Sir: 

Enclosed  is  a  procedure  which,  I  am  convinced,  the  interest  of  Jefferson  college  rendered  expedient,  and  I 
trust  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  yourself,  and  those  who  are  friendly  to  that  intended  institution.  Although  I 
am  not  disposed  to  think  that  any  of  the  consequences  which,  it  is  probable,  might  have  resulted  from  the  locations 
made  by  the  late  Governor  and  Secretary,  could,  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  have  ultimately  impaired  the  right  of  the 
college  to  the  donation  of  two  lots  in  the  city  of  Natchez,  and  an  out-lot  of  thirty  acres,  adjoining,  it  certainly 
tended  to  hold  the  college  up  as  a  party  in  the  litigations  about  title,  and  might  create  some  doubts  and  embarrass- 
ments relative  to  making  other  or  further  locations,  in  case  it  should  be  found  necessary  when  lands,  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  became  to  be  known. 

Again,  from  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  what  land  will  be  found  to  be  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
adjoining  Natchez,  than  perhaps  was  possessed  at  the  time  of  making  those  locations,  as  also  from  the  approaching 
destruction  of  the  present  landing  for  the  city,  occasioned  by  the  Mississippi  tearing  away  its  banks,  I  am  confident 
a  more  advantageous  location  of  the  out-lot,  or  part  thereof,  will  become  practicable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 
The  Hon.  William  Lattimore. 


Mississippi  Territory. 

Whereas,  by  the  12th  section  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  entitled  "  An  act 
regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  among  other  reservations  for  the  support  of  schools  and  the  use  of  Jefferson  college,  are  "such 
town  lots  not  exceeding  two  in  the  town  of  Natchez,  and  of  such  an  out- lot  adjoining  the  same,  not  exceeding  thirty 
acres,  as  may;  be  the  property  of  the  United  States,  to  be  located  by  the  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  territory  for 
the  use  of  said  college." 

And  whereas,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  claims  to  lands,  and  know  such  as  are  vacant,  commissioners  have  been 
appointed,  by  virtue  of  the  above  recited  law,  and  until  they  shall  have  completed  the  object  of  their  appointment, 
it  cannot  be  known  what  portion  of  land,  or  which  particular  tract  is  vacant,  and  the  property  of  the  United  States: 
and  the  late  Governor  of  this  territory,  William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  and  Cato  West,  whilst  Secretary  of  the  same, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Governor  aforesaid,  having,  on  the  2d  and  22d  days  of  December,  1803,  respectively  located 
two  lots  in  the  said  city  of  Natchez,  and  also  an  out-lot  of  thirty  acres,  adjoining  the  same,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, to  which  said  two  lots,  and  out-lot  of  thirty  acres,  sundry  claims  are  made,  and  still  depending  before  the 
proper  authorities,  whereby  it  is  rendered  uncertain  whether  the  said  two  lots  and  out-lot  aforesaid  will  be  de- 
clared the  property  of  the  United  States,  until  which,  the  locating  of  them  may  hazard  the  interest  of  the  college, 
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and  has  already  very  much  retarded  its  advancement,  by  involving  it  nominally  in  disputes,  and  an  investigation 
respecting  titles,  which,  in  substance,  are  depending  between  the  respective  parties  claimant  and  the  United  States, 
and  before  which  decision  the  college  can  derive  no  claim  and  right  of  title  to  the  same  in  virtue  of  the  said  12th 
section  of  the  before  cited  act. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  the  interest  of  the  said  college  may  not  be  jeopardized,  and  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being  embarrassed,  should  any  or  a  part  of  said  lots,  located  as  aforesaid,  be  found  not  to  be  the  property  of  the 
United  State.sj  and  inasmuch  as  the  right  of  the  college  to  the  same  is  a  vested  one  from  the  3d  of  March,  1803 
and  cannot  be  effected  by  any  subsequent  claim  or  after  disposition;  and  that  the  locations  as  authorized  by  the 
above  13th  section  of  the  law  aforesaid,  may  be  made  to  the  greatest  possible  advantage  for  the  use  of  the  college, 
as  soon  as  the  land,  the  property  of  the  United  States,.shall  be  regularly  ascertained,  and  because  the  locations  were 
premature, 

I,  Robert  Williams,  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  do,  by  these  presents,  withdraw  both  of  the  said  lo- 
cations made  as  aforesaid,  hereby  declaring  the  right  of  Jefterson  college  to  be  the  same  as  though  they  had  never 
been  made. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  town  of  Washington,  in  the  territory  aforesaid,  this  18th  day  of  November  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington,  November  19,  1805. 
Sir: 

Enclosed  you  have  my  act  withdrawing  the  two  locations  made  and  deposited  in  your  office  by  the  late 
Governor  Claiborne,  and  Cato  West,  Secretary,  for  the  use  of  JeiFerssn  college. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  &c. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

Isaac  Briggs,  Surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the 

United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 


9th  Congress.]  No.  124.  [1st  Session. 

PRE-EMPTION   RIGHTS   IN  INDIANA  AND   MISSISSIPPI. 

COMMUNICATED  TO    THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH  11,  1806. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry  residents  of  the 
Indiana  and  Mississippi  territories,  praying  for  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  lands  on  which  they  have  settled, 
made  the  following  report: 

That,  from  the  statement  made  by  the  petitioners,  it  appears  that  they  migrated  to  the  said  territories,  and  settled 
on  the  public  lands,  without  the  authority  of  law,  or  any  pretension  to  a  claim  of  title.  That,  in  many  instances, 
they  have  made  extensive  and  valuable  improvements,  and,  on  that  ground,  consider  themselves  entitled  to  a  pre- 
emption right  of  the  tracts  on  which  they  are  settled,  to  include  their  improvements. 

The  committee  are  sensible  that  if  such  lands  are  offered  at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  settler  must 
either  purchase,  or  abandon  his  improvement.  This  would  appear,  at  first  view,  as  imposing  a  serious  hardship  on 
individuals;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  these  individuals  settled  without  authority,  or  any  reasonable  ground  of 
expectation  from  Government,  it  is  evident  that  any  hardships  to  which  they  may  be  exposed  are  chargeable  only  to 
their  own  indiscretion.  It  is  believed  that  individuals  who  have  settled  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  laws  for  disposing 
of  the  public  lands  may,  from  their  long  possession,  have  drawn  advantages  from  the  land  equal  to  the  value  of 
their  improvement;  and  the  more  recent  settlers  can  have  no  claim  to  a  preference  in  purchase,  which  will  not  apply 
with  equal  force  in  favor  of  such  persons  as  may  hereafter  settle  on  the  public  lands.  An  indulgence  in  the  present 
instance  would  encourage  abuses  in  future,  and  might  eventually  lead  to  an  entire  abandonment  of  the  existing  land 
system,  in  exchange  for  one  wholly  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  deriving  a  revenue  from  the  sale  of  public  lands, 
and,  by  encouraging  migration  beyond  its  natural  and  necessary  progress,  create  an  interest  hostile  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  Union.  It  might  be  observed  further,  that,  by  an  extension  of  this  right  to  the  claimants,  we  enable 
individuals  to  select  and  engross  the  most  eligible  spots  in  point  of  situation  and  soil,  and  thereby  destroy  all  com- 
petition in  the  public  sales. 

The  committee,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Washington,  March  8th,  1806. 
Sir: 

As  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  Iiave  decided  against  extending  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  persons  who 
have  settled  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mississippi  territory  since  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  their  consideration  three  distinct  propositions,  as  modifications  of  that  question. 

Let  the  petitioners,  and  those  similarly  situated,  have  the  lands  they  have  settled  on  the  usual  credit,  at  two 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  the  acre,  if  they  take  as  much  as,  or  more  than,  a  half  section;  or  at  two  dollars  and 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents,  if  they  take  less  than  that  quantity:  or, 

Let  them  have  the  lands  at  such  valuation  as  the  superintendents  of  the  sales,  or  other  persons  chosen  and  quali- 
fied for  the  purpose,  shall  make  of  each  tract  respectively:  or,  if  neither  of  these  propositions  shall  be  agreed  to, 

Let  provision  be  made  by  law  for  securing  the  value  of  the  improvements  on  such  lands  to  the  settlers  who  may 
have  made  them,  from  those  who  may  purchase  the  lands,  with  which  they  may  be  included. 

The  committee  will  perceive,  from  these  propositions,  that  my  view  is  not  to  secure  to  these  settlers  the  lands  in 
question  for  less  than  their  natural  value,  but  to  preserve  them  from  a  sacrifice  which  they  have  been  induced  to 
risk  from  an  attachment  to  their  country,  and  a  reliance  upon  the  fostering  liberality  of  their  Government.  I  presume 
it  is  unnecessary  to  refer,  in  support  of  the  propriety  of  this  remark,  to  what  I  stated  in  my  written  explanation  of 
the  8th  ult.,  or  to  the  respectable  verbal  information  that  has  since  been  obtained,  relative  to  the  very  easy  terms  on 
which  lands,  equal  in  quality,  and  preferable  as  to  local  convenience,  might  have  been  procured  in  the  adjacent 
Spanish  dominions.  But,  independent  of  this  consideration,  and  barely  on  the  score  of  humanity,  I  should  conceive 
it  worthy  of  the  principles  and  character  of  our  Government  to  adopt  some  legislative  expedient  for  protecting  the 
possessions  of  the  poor  laborioos  agriculturist  from  the  grasp  of  the  more  able  and  unfeeling  land  speculator. 

Itoughttobeconsidered  that  the  clearing  of  land  where  these  people  have  settled  will  cost,  if  paid  for  in  money, 
about  four  times  as  much  as  the  land  ^vould  sell  for  without  any  clearing.     But  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  addi- 
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tional  price  which  the  lands  may  yield  in  consequence  of  a  cleaiing,or  of  any  buildings  which  may  be  erected  thereon, 
will  bear  any  proportion  to  the  money  expended,  or  the  labor  bestowed,  in  making  such  improvements.  There  will, 
therefore,  be  but  little  additional  revenue  to  the  Government,  though  a  serious  loss  to  the  actual  settler;  whilst  some 
speculating  purchaser  will  reap  the  advantages. 

But,  whatever  advanced  price  the  lands  may  command,  if  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  I  should  presume  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  any  member  of  the  Government  who  would  like  to  see  the  revenue  of  the  United  States 
increased  at  the  expense  of  sacrificing  the  interests  of  some  of  the  most  useful  description  of  citizens.  Such,  how- 
ever, must  be  the  case,  if  some  provision  is  not  made  to  prevent  it. 

In  selling  these  lands  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  settler,  and  any  person  who  may  bid  against  him,  are  placed  upon 
very  unequal  ground.  The  one  has  to  consider  how  much  he  can  pay  for  his  own  labor,  whilst  the  other  calculates 
the  profits  that  may  arise  from  the  labor  of  others.  Where  such  ungenerous  purchasers  as  the  latter  may  come  from, 
I  know  not;  but  we  all  know  that  such  are  always  to  be  found  wherever  speculation  may  invite  them. 

I  perceived  that  an  apprehension  of  an  inconvenient  precedent  was  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  cause,  v/hich 
produced  the  decision  already  had  on  this  question.  But  I  hope  that  this  objection  will  be  superseded  by  the  adoption 
of  one  or  the  other  of  the  modifications  herein  proposed.  I  consider  the  existing  provisions  relative  to  the  disposal 
of  public  lands  as  constituting  a  very  good  system.  But  it  would  be  ascribing  to  it  a  perfection,  of  which  I  conceive 
it  not  susceptible,  to  suppose  it  would  require  no  further  amendments.  The  situation  of  the  settlers,  for  whom  I 
feel  so  much  interested,  is  peculiar,  and  therefore  requires  some  peculiar  provision  in  their  favor.  If  the  idea  of 
purchasing  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory  had  not  been  held  out  to  emigrants,  or  if  there  had  been  any  for 
sale  after  these  settlers  had  emigrated  thither,  they  would  have  had  less  reason  tor  soliciting  such  provision.  But 
seeing  that  their  expectations  liad  been  founded  upon  an  act  of  Congress,  and  that,  when  disappointed,  they  had 
either  to  repose  upon  the  liberality  of  the  Government,  or  abandon  its  jurisdiction,  I  would  submit  to  the  committee 
whether  they  have  not  a  claim  to  its  indulgence. 

Other  considerations,  which  might  be  added,  in  favor  of  the  settlers,  may,  it  is  presumed,  present  themselves  to 
the  committee.  I  have  troubled  them  already  more  than  I  had  wished,  from  a  persuasion  that  upon  their  decision 
depends  the  ultimate  issue  of  the  question.  At  this  advanced  stage  of  the  session,  when  the  House  is  so  much  occu- 
pied with  important  national  concerns,  I  should  have  no  hope  of  success  in  attempting  amendments  disapproved  of 
by  the  committee.  In  a  hw  months,  it  is  expected,  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory  will  be  exposed  to 
sale;  and,  for  aught  I  know,  before  the  next  session  commences,  that  territory,  already  too  much  retarded  in  its 
settlement  by  circumstances  rather  casual  than  natural,  may,  by  the  operation  of  existing  provisions,  be  stripped  of 
a  fourth  part  of  its  present  population. 

I  am,  sir.  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  LATTIMORE. 

The  Hon.  A.  Gregg. 


9th  Congress.]  No.    125.  [1st  Sessiok. 

SCHOOL  LANDS,  SURVEYS,  AND  PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS  IN  THE  MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO  THE   HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH    II,  1806. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  made  the  following  report: 

These  petitioners  state  that  the  settlements  in  that  country  are  generally  confined  to  the  good  lands  on  the 
margin  of  the  rivers,  and  that,  owing  to  that  circumstance,  section  No.  16,  which  by  law  has  been  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  schools,  seldom  falls  on  vacant  land.  They  pray  that,  in  such  cases,  a  section  other  than  16  may  be 
located  for  the  support  of  schools;  and  that,  where  a  vacant  section  cannot  be  found  in  a  township,  a  section  may  be 
located  in  an  adjoining  township  in  which  there  may  be  vacant  land. 

They  also  pray  that  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  containing  about  eighty  acres,  being  the  same  on 
which  Fort  St.  Stephen's  stands,  may  be  laid  off  into  town  lots,  and  disposed  of,  subject  to  a  ground  rent,  applica- 
ble to  the  support  of  a  principal  school;  and  that  a  further  quantity  of  land  may  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  said 
school. 

They  also  pray  that  the  execution  of  the  surveys  yet  to  be  made  may  be  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

And  they  further  pray  that  pre-emption  claimants,  who  shall  exclude  from  their  surveys  such  parts  thereof  as 
are  claimed  by  British  grants,  legally  and  fully  executed,  may  be  authorized  to  receive  their  patents  for  the  re- 
mainder. 

As  the  object  of  the  Legislature,  in  appropriating  section  No.  IG  in  each  township,  was  for  the  laudable  and 
useful  purpose  of  promoting  education,  and  diffusing  its  advantages  as  equally  as  possible,  the  committee  conceive 
it  would  not  comport  with  the  original  intention  to  deprive  a  township  of  that  benefit,  either  because  all  the  land  in 
it  was  covered  with  other  claims,  or  that  section  No.  16  was  found  not  to  be  vacant.  They  would,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  same  provision  being  made  to  relieve  them  from  this  inconvenience  in  the  Mississippi,  and  all  the  other 
territories  of  the  United  States,  as  was  adopted  on  a  similar  application  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Neither  do  the  committee  feel  any  hesitation  in  recommending  a  provision  being  made  for  authorizing  the  issuiii"; 
of  patents  to  pre-emption  claimants,  for  such  parts  of  their  claims  as  are  not  covered  by  British  gi-ants,  legally  and 
fully  executed. 

In  relation  to  the  application  of  the  petitioners,  so  far  as  respects  the  expense  of  executing  their  surveys,  the 
committee  can  perceive  no  reason  for  granting  such  an  indulgence.  This  principle  was  early  adopted,  and  has  been 
uniformly  practised  on,  and  there  does  not  appear  any  sufficient  cause,  in  the  present  instance,  either  for  changing 
or  relaxing  the  system. 

As  to  the  application  for  the  tract  of  land  on  the  Tombigbee,  the  committee  think  it  inadmissible.  By  the  state- 
ment of  the  petitioners  themselves,  it  appears  that  the  valuable  land  in  that  country  is  generally  adjacent  to  the 
rivers,  and  that  it  is  principally  covered  by  claims  of  some  description.  This  tract  appears  to  be  the  only  one  of 
any  great  extent  or  value,  for  which  some  claim  is  not  set  up.  Tlie  expense  in  supporting  that  Government,  and  in 
ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the  conflicting  claims,  seem  to  point  out  the  propriety  of  retaining  some  lands,  to  which 
the  United  States  might  ultimately  look  for  indemnification.  Besides,  as  the  buildings  on  tiie  tract  are  now  occu- 
pied by  the  United  States  as  trading  houses  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  an  application  of  them  to  other  purposes 
might  interfere  with  that  arrangement. 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  so  far  as  respects  locating  a  section  other  than  No.  16  in  each 
township,  where  that  number  is  not  vacant,  and  for  locating  a  section  in  adjoining  townships,  for  the  support  of 
schools  in  such  townships  as  have  no  vacant  lands,  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  so  far  as  respects  exonerating  individual  claimants  from  the  expense 
of  having  their  surveys  executed,  and  so  far,  also,  as  it  relates  to  an  application  for  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Tombigbee, 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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9di  Congress.]  No.  126.  [1st  Session. 

LAND   TITLES    IN    MICHIGAN    TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE   HOrSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   THE    18tH   OF   MAItCH,    1806. 

Mr.  Jackson,  Trom  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

transmitting  a  report  from  the  Governor  and  presiding  judge  of  tiie  territory  of  Michigan,  relative  to  the  State 

of  that  territory,  made  the  following  report,  in  part: 

That  one  of  the  subjects  of  primary  importance  referred  to  in  the  said  communication  relates  to  the  public  lands 
in  that  territory,  and  the  claims  of  individuals  upon  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  General  Government,  for  their 
respective  occupancies.  In  directing  their  attention  to  these  objects,  the  committee,  by  their  chairman,  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  3d  of  January  last,  requesting  to  know  of  him  when  it  was  expected 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  26th  day  of  March,  1804,  relating  to  the 
claims  of  lands  in  the  Michigan  territory,  would  be  received  at  the  Treasury  Department:  to  which  they  received  his 
answer  of  the  same  date,  expressing  his  expectation  that  a  partial  report,  consisting  of  a  list  of  all  the  claims  entered, 
and  on  what  species  of  title  grounded,  might  be  expected  by  the  next  mail.  It,  however,  did  not  arrive  in  time  to 
be  communicated  to  the  committee  until  the  5th  instant,  when  a  copy  of  the  report  and  documents,  with  communi- 
cations from  Judge  Woodward,  were  sent  under  cover  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  them;  and 
which,  being  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding  of  this  subject,  are  referred  to,  and  made  part  of  their  report. 
The  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  state  concisely  these  facts,  as  offering  an  apology  for  the  great  delay  which 
has  attended  their  deliberations  upon  subjects  which,  from  their  importance  to  the  territory  of  Michigan  and  its 
inhabitants,  they  recommend  to  the  prompt  attention  of  the  House:  for,  should  the  present  session  pass  by  without 
affording  legislative  relief,  it  is  confidently  stated  to  them  that  those  people  would  consider  it  as  a  rejection  of  their 
claims,  would  abandon  their  farms,  and  remove  beyond  our  limits,  despairing  of  ever  receiving  a  complete  title. 
And  this  is  enforced  by  a  recurrence  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  and  the  communications  aforesaid;  and 
also  a  letter  addressed  by  Judge  Woodward  to  the  chairman,  by  which  the  House  will  perceive  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  settlement  of  this  country  for  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  only  eight  regular  titles  are  to  be  found 
within  its  limits. 

Some  difficulty  suggested  itself  to  the  committee  in  determining  to  what  period  the  settlements  should  be  con- 
firmed to  the  occupants.  If  only  to  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  when  the  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  with 
Great  Britain,  the  claims  of  persons  who  might  be  induced  to  remove  from  the  adjacent  British  provinces,  by 
attachment  to  our  Government,  and  who  have  certainly  more  merit  than  many  antecedent  settlers,  would  be 
excluded.  And  if  to  any  subsequent  period  prior  to  the  organization  of  a  regular  Government  there,  which  was 
not  until  the  2d  of  July,  1805,  claims  would  be  omitted,  which  differed  only  in  a  single  unimportant  shade  from 
those  receiving  confirmation.  By  the  address  of  Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Indians,  bearing  date  the  3d  of  October, 
1799,  which  must  be  regarded  as  a  pledge  to  the  Canadians  "  that  the  United  States  would  not  take  their  farms 
from  them,"  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  many  persons  were  induced  to  remain  on  lands  not  then  endeared  to  them  by 
a  course  of  cultivation  and  improvement,  which  makes  home  one  of  the  strongest  ties  to  our  country.  And  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  last  blow  of  Indian  hostilities,  which  cost  the  United  States  much  blood  and  treasure,  had 
there  been  recently  struck,  and  they  were  no  doubt  restless  under  their  defeat  and  consequent  losses,  the  promise 
made  to  the  Indians  in  behalf  of  these  people  was  dictated  by  the  soundest  policy.  If,  therefore,  as  the  committee 
conceive,  the  United  States  cannot  consistently  reject  claims  founded  on  settlement  prior  to  that  time,  it  will  be 
found,  by  a  recurrence  to  the  chronological  table  communicated  by  Judge  Woodward,  that  a  very  few  remaining 
ones  up  to  the  said  1st  day  of  July,  1805,  have  not  received  a  sanction  already.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  reasons, 
the  committee  cannot  forbear  impressing  it  upon  the  House,  that  this  territory  must  be  viewed  as  an  out-post,  far 
removed  from  the  immediate  protection  of  the  United  States;  and,  therefore,  the  truest  economy  would  be  promoted 
by  a  liberal  policy  to  the  people  of  the  said  territory,  as  a  sure  means  of  binding  them  to  us  by  the  ties  of  interest 
and  of  friendship;  thereby  to  increase  the  physical  force  of  the  country,  so  as  to  oppose  a  formidable  barrier  to  en- 
croachments in  that  quarter,  and  soon  supersede  the  necessity  of  the  maintenance  of  a  military  force  there  by  the 
United  States. 

In  conformify  with  these  ideas,  the  committee  submit  to  the  House  the  bill  which  accompanies  this  report. 


Washington,  January  3d,  1806. 
Sir: 

The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  whom  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  report  from  the  Governor  and  presiding  judge  of  the  Michigan  territory,  was  referred,  have  instructed 
me  to  request  information  of  you,  when  it  is  expected  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  the  2Gth  day  of  March,  1804,  relating  to  the  claims  to  lands  in  that  territory,  will  be  received  at  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.G.JACKSON. 
Honorable  A.  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department,  January  3d,  1806. 
Sir: 

As  by  the  law  of  last  session  the  time  to  enter  with  the  proper  Register  notices  of  claims  to  lands  in  the 
three  districts  of  Detroit,  Vincennes,  and  Kaskaskia,  was  extended  to  the  1st  day  of  November,  and  it  was  only 
after  that  date  that  the  commissioners  would  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  claims,  it  is  probable  that  their  report 
may  not  be  received  in  time  to  be  laid  before  Congress  during  the  present  session,  as  had  been  contemplated  by  the 
act  above  mentioned. 

I  am,  however,  informed  by  a  letter  from  the  clerk  of  the  Board,  dated  December  1st,  1805,  that  the  commis- 
sioners had  prepared  a  partial  report,  consisting  of  a  list  of  all  the  claims  entered,  and  on  what  species  of  title 
grounded;  which  partial  report  he  expected  to  be  sent  by  the  same  mail  which  brought  his  letter.  It  has  not  been 
received,  but  may  be  expected  by  next  mail.  If  it  be  as  comprehensive  as  he  states  it  to  be.  it  will  difi'er  from  the 
final  report  only  in  that  it  shall  not  be  accompanied  by  the  commissioners'  decision  on  the  claims.  But  the  nature 
and  amount  of  those  claims  may,  perhaps,  be  sufficiently  described  in  it  to  enable  Congress  to  adopt  some  general 
rules  for  their  confirmation  or  rejection,  without  waiting  for  the  final  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Honorable  John  G,  Jaokson,  Chairman,  ^c. 
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Sir:  Treasury  Department,  March  5th,  1806. 

I  have  the  honor  to  mdose  a.  partial  report,  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  land  claims 
in  the  district  of  Detroit. 

The  full  and  legal  report  will  not  probably  be  received  sufficiently  early  to  be  laid  before  Congress  during  this 
session.  Tliat  which  is  now  sent  is  defective,  particularly  in  that  it  does  not  state  the  date  of  each  improvement, 
anrl  the  quantity,  situation,  and  boundaries  of  the  land  claimed  by  virtue  of  actual  settlements.  That  information 
■will,  according  to  law,  be  contained  in  the  final  report  of  the  commissioners. 

1  also  enclose  copies  of  some  communications  from  Judge  Woodward,  of  Michigan,  which  may  throw  some  light 
on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Honorable  John  G.  Jackson,  Chairman,  {/-c.  in  Congress. 


Washington,  January  ilh,  1806. 
I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  inquiries  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  second  instant,  rela- 
tive to  the  measures  of  land,  and  the  number  of  improved  farms,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan- 
There  is  a  tjiiference  of  quantity,  by  no  means  inconsiderable,  between  the  acre  used  in  that  country  and  the 
common  Amei'ican  acre.    I'o  ascertain  this  difference  exactly,  it  is  necessary  to  contrast  their  square  measures 
with  the  square  measures  used  by  the  Americans. 

If  the  London  foot  be  divided  into  one  thousand  equal  parts,  it  will  require  sixty-eight  of  those  parts  to  be  added 
to  make  the  foot  of  London  equal  to  le  pied  royal  de  Paris. 

Eighteen  Parisian  feet  constitute  laperche.  Ten  perches  square,  that  is  to'say,  one  hundred  square percAe*,  con- 
stitute Varpent. 

In  Norrnundie  twenty-two  feet  compose  la  perche.  Forty  square  perches  compose  la  vergee.  Four  vergees 
compose  Vdcre.  The  Norman  series,  excepting  as  to  the  length  of  the  foot  and  perch,  was  introduced  into  England 
by  William  the  First  and  from  England  has  been  transferred  to  America. 

The  Paris  arpent  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  Norman  acre.  By  the  French  acre,  as  used  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  is  always  understood  the  arpent  of  Paris,  and  never  the  Norman  acre.  The 
case  is  universally  the  same  in  the  settlements  of  France  in  North  America. 

The  American  acre  is  nearly  thirteen  poles  square,  that  is  to  say,  exactly  one  hundred  and  sixty  square  poles,  the 
pole  containing  sixteen  feet  six  inches. 

The  French  acre  of  Michigan  is  a  square,  the  side  of  which  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  Paris  feet,  equal  to  one 
hundred  and  ninety -two  London  feet  and  nearly  three  inches. 

The  American  acre  gives  a  square,  the  side  of  which  is  two  hundred  and  eight  feet  eight  inches  and  a  half,  with 
a  small  Iraction. 

The  difference  of  the  side  of  a  square  containing  one  French  acre,  and  the  side  of  a  square  containing  one  Ame- 
rican acre,  is  sixteen  feet  live  inches  and  about  sixty-four  hundredth  parts  of  an  inch,  nearly  one  pole. 

The  difference  of  the  contents  of  a  French  acre  and  an  American  acie  is  eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  square  feet  and  a  fraction  of  four-fifths  of  a  foot,  that  is  to  say,  more  than  one-fifth  part  of  an  acre. 

The  common  practice  of  the  country  is,  to  consider  the  French  foot  as  equal  to  thirteen  English  inches;  and  the 
side  of  a  French  acre  to  be,  therefore,  one  hundied  and  ninety-five  English  feet,  making  thus  an  error  of  two  feet 
nine  inches. 

The  farms,  with  respect  to  size,  may  be  comprehended  in  four  classes. 

The  first  class  contains  farms  of  eighty  "French  acres;  that  is  to  say,  two  acres  front  and  forty  acres  depth. 
The  second  class  contains  farms  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  French  acres;  that  is  to  say,  three  aeres  front  by 
forty  acres  depth.    This  is  the  common  size. 

The  third  class  contains  farms  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  French  acres;  that  is  to  say,  four  acres  front  by  forty 
acres  depth. 

Tiie  fourth  class  contains  farms  of  two  hundred  French  acres;  that  is  to  say,  five  acres  front  and  forty  acres 
depth. 

it  thus  appears  that  the  depth  of  a  farm  is  always  the  same,  that  is  to  say,  forty  French  acres;  and  the  front 
varies  from  two  to  three,  four,  and  five  French  acres,  which  last  none  exceed. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  many  persons  claim  a  duplication  of  their  farms,  by  adding  another  farm  of 
exactly  the  same  dimensions  in  the  rear,  making  the  whole  depth  eighty  French  acres,  the  front  unchanged,  and 
varying,  as  before,  from  two  to  three,  four,  and  five  acres.  The  largest  French  claim,  therefore,  that  can  exist,  is 
four  hundred  French  acres,  not  three  hundred  and  sixty  American  acres.  The  common  claim,  without  the  dupli- 
cation, is  one  hundred  and  twenty  French  acres,  not  ()ne  hundred  American  acres;  with  the  duplication,  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  French  acres,  not  two  hundred  American  acres. 

The  nature  of  this  claim  to  a  duplication  will  be  well  understood  from  a  reference  to  the  remarks  on  the  same 
point,  in  the  representation  of  the  Legislature  of  the  territory  of  Orleans.  They  are  perfectly  similar.  It  is  termed 
the  second  concession,  and  is  what  has  been  always  used  for  wood,  and  to  which,  it  is  alleged,  the  Government  would 
at  any  time  have  given  a  grant,  when  it  was  applied  for.  This  was  seldom  done.  The  French  colonists  never  pos- 
sessed the  same  knowledge  of  agriculture  which  the  English  colonists  possessed.  In  the  front  of  their  farms  is  the 
dwelling-house  and  garden;  in  the  rear  of  this  is,  generally,  a  beautiful  and  very  valuable  orchard.  In  the  rear  of 
the  orchard,  a  few  have  a  wheatfield,  or  a  cornfield.  The  cultivation  of  the  whole  depth  of  the  farm  is  seldom  in- 
stanced. In  this  way,  both  sides  of  the  siraitare  settled,  the  houses  in  one  line  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  about 
twenty-five  rods  apart,  resembling  one  continued  village,  without  any  settlements  oft' from  the  river.  Their  farm- 
ing is  altogether  on  the  small  scale,  and  hence  there  is  little  or  no  disposition  to  engross  land. 

These  circumstances  explain,  and,  perhaps,  in  some  measure,  produce,  the  character  of  the  people.  Possessed 
of  comfort,  content,  and  habitual  gayety;  honest  beyond  comparison;  generous,  hospitable,  and  polished;  they  seek 
in  the  duties  of  piety,  and  in  the  pleasures  of  sociability,  an  oblivion  of  all  the  cares  of  ambition  and  of  avarice,  as 
well  as  of  science. 

The  titles  to  all  the  farms  may  be  comprehended  in  six  classes. 

The  first  class  consists  of  grants  made  by  the  French  Governors  of  Canada  and  Louisiana,  confirmed  by  the  King 
of  France. 

The  second  class  consists  of  grants  made  by  the  French  Governors,  not  confirmed  by  the  King  of  France. 
The  third  class  consists  of  occupancies  by  permission  of  French  military  commanding"officers,  without  confirm- 
ation, or  even  grant,  and  perhaps,  without  any  written  evidence  of  the  permission,  but  accompanied  by  long  and 
undisturbed  possession. 

The  fourth  class  consists  of  occupancies  while  France  possessed  the  country,  without  any  permission  whatever, 
but  still  accompanied  by  undisturbed  possession. 

The  fifth  class  is  composed  of  similar  titles,  together  with  extinguishments  of  native  right,  by  individuals,  while 
the  country  belonged  to  Great  Britain. 

The  sixth  class  is  composed  of  occupancies,  and  extinguishments  of  native  right  by  individuals,  since  the  coun- 
try has  appertained  to  the  United  States. 

The  titles,  therefore,  are  neither  extremely  numerous,  nor  extremely  intricate.  In  order  to  do  justice  to  the 
Government,  they  require  a  close  attention  to  circumstances  on  the  spot.  They  may  be  enumerated,  however,  with 
80  much  ease,  without  danger  of  essential  error,  that  it  may  be  well  to  state  the  amount  of  them. 
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The  lots  in  the  city  or  town  of  Detroit  are  now  in  those  peculiar  circumstances,  from  the  causes  heretofore 
shown,  that  perhaps  no  other  authority  than  the  Government  can  adjust  their  titles. 

North  of  Detroit,  the  native  right  is  extinguished  to  lake  St.  Clair.  Along  this  line,  there  are,  in  all,  sixty-four 
farms,  varying  in  size,  as  before  mentioned;  the  average  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  French  acres,  and  claimed, 
generally,  under  the  four  first  classes. 

South  of  Detroit,  the  native  right  is  extinguished  to  the  right  bank  of  la  rivipre  aux  Raisins.  Along  this  line 
there  are  thirteen  farms  claimed  under  the  four  first  classes,  and  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  farms  claimed 
under  the  two  last  classes  of  title. 

Along  and  north  of  lake  St.  Clair,  in  a  country  of  which  the  Indian  title  is  not  yet  clearly  extinguished  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  farms,  claimed  under  the  two  last  classed 
of  title. 

Along  lake  Erie,  and  south  of  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  there  are  about  seventy -five  farms,  in  the  same  circum- 
stances, and  under  the  same  classes. 

In  the  strait,  there  are  two  islands,  both  claimed  by  one  person,  under  the  fifth  class  of  titles,  and  on  which  there 
are  ten  or  fifteen  tenants. 

There  are  thus  about  seventy-seven  claims  under  the  four  first  classes;  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  claims 
under  the  two  last  classes;  making  about  two  hundred  and  forty-two  claims  now  within  the  limits  of  the  American 
title. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  claims  out  of  the  limits  of  the  American  title,  so  far  as  it  has  a  definite  boundary, 
without  the  aid  of  a  new  treaty. 

Thus,  there  are  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  farms  in  the  whole  country;  and  when  the  settlements  of  Michilli- 
mackinack,  of  fort  Miami,  and  of  the  town  of  Detroit  are  added,  together  with  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  families  dis- 
persed in  remote,and,  in  a  great  measure,  unknown  parts  of  the  Indian  country,  it  comprises  all  the  white  settle- 
ments at  this  day  contained  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  of  Michigan.  Of  these,  a  little  more  than  one-half 
have  been  entered  under  the  former  acts  of  Congress,  the  time  expiring  on  the  1st  day  of  November  last. 

The  geographical  contents  of  the  whole  territory,  the  proportion  of  good  land,  and  the  quantum  of  settlements, 
are  not  susceptible  of  precise  ascertainment.  The  southern  boundary  is  not  certain.  It  is  also  uncertain  whether 
the  most  northern  extreme  of  lake  Michigan  is  in  Green  bay,  or  an  intermediate  point  between  Green  bay  and  the 
straits  of  Michillimackinack.  From  this  extreme,  the  line  runs  due  north  to  the  ]3ritish  boundary,  in  the  middle  of 
lake  Superior.  From  the  southeast  extremity  of  the  teiritory.  in  lake  Erie,  or  its  vicinity,  to  the  northwest  extre- 
mity in  lake  Superior,  is  five  hundred  miles.  From  the  northeast  extremity,  in  the  middle  of  lake  Huron,  to  the 
middle  of  lake  Michigan,  southwest,  is  three  hundred  miles.  The  greatest  length,  multiplied  by  the  greatest  breadth, 
would  give  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  square  miles,  equal  to  ninety-six  millions  of  acres.  For  its  deviation  froma 
square  form,  which  is  very  considerable;  for  water,  of  which  the  proportion  is  very  great;  and  for  land  not  valua- 
ble, of  which  the  proportion  is  also  not  small;  let  the  large  allowance  be  assumed  of  seventy-six  millions  of  acres. 
The  quantity  of  good  land  may  then  be  estimated  at  eighteen  or  twenty  millions  of  acres. 

From  the  most  liberal  adjustment  of  claims  which  can  possibly  be  made,  there  cannot  be  required  a  deduction 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres,  a  very  inconsiderable  proportion  of  the  whole;  but,  from  the  pros- 
perous state  of  which  part,  the  whole  of  the  remainder  must  derive  its  consequence,  and  until  the  adjustment  of 
■which  it  is  probable  no  other  parts  can  conveniently  be  disposed  of. 

AUGUSTUS  WOODWARD. 

Washington,  January  17,  180G. 

In  addition  to  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  conformity  to  his  request  of  yesterday,  the  following  supplementary  facts  relative  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  classes  of 
the  titles  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

It  is  well  known  that,  shortly  after  the  acquisition  by  Great  Britain  of  the  possessions  of  France  on  the  continent 
of  North  America,  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  the  10th  February,  17C3,  His  Britannic  Majesty  issued  a  proclamation 
restricting  the  further  extinguishments  of  native  title.  By  this  proclamation,  now  before  me,  but  lengthy,  and  a 
copy  of  which,  I  presume,  is  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Treasury  Department,  His  Majesty's  Governors  are 
expressly  forbidden  to  issue  grants,  except  within  certain  specified  limits;  and  His  Majesty's  subjects  are  also  ex- 
pressly inhibited  from  making  purchases  of  the  Indians,  or  settlements  out  of  the  limits  specified.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  proclamation  of  the  King,  the  officers  and  subjects  of  His  Majesty  still  continued  to  make  purchases  and 
settlements  within  the  limits  assigned  to  the  native  inhabitants;  and  they  have  not  entirely  discontinued  the  prac- 
tice since  the  country  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  following  historical  statement  will  evince  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  settlements  made  in  this  manner 
•within  the  limits  which  constitute  the  present  territory  of  Michigan: 

In  the  year  1765,  Patrick  Sinclair,  an  officer  in  the  service  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  commandant  of  fort  Sinclair, 
purchased  of  the  natives  about  four  tliousand  acres,  lying  on  the  river  named,  in  commemoration  of  him,  the  river 
Sinclair.  This  officer  is  a  distinct  character  from  the  officer,  in  commemoration  of  whom  lake  St.  Clair  derived  its 
appellation,  and  who  was  in  the  service  of  France.  He  remained  in  possession  seventeen  years,  deriving  great  pro- 
fits from  the  use  of  the  land  as  a  pinery,  and  then  sold  to  a  Canadian,  who  afterwards  sold  to  others;  and  the  pre- 
sent proprietors  are  in  possession  of  valuable  improvements. 

In  the  year  1771,  seven  Canadians  made  a  purchase  of  about  two  thousand  acres  on  the  strait  called  Detroit, 
below  the  town  of  Detroit;  and  Henry  Bassett,  an  officer  in  the  service  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  commandant  of 
the  post  of  Detroit,  undertook  to  confirm  the  acquisition. 

In  the  year  1776,  Pierre  Fran<jois  Combe  purchased  about  four  thousand  acres  on  La  Riviere  a  I'Ecorce,  and 
placed  his  settlers  on  it  almost  immediately  after. 

In  the  same  year,  William  McComb  purchased  of  the  natives  the  island  at  the  mouth  of  the  strait,  or  river  De- 
troit, called  La  Gros  Isle,  including  a  small  adjacent  island,  called  Limestone  Island,  from  its  possessing  a  valua- 
ble limestone  quarry.     It  contains,  probably,  more  than  six  thousand  acres,  and  there  arc  ten  tenants  on  it. 

In  the  year  1779,  a  Canadian  purchased  from  the  Pattawatamie,  Ottawa,  and  Chebois  nations,  about  eight  thou- 
sand acres  on  La  Crique  aux  Loutres,  or  Otter  creek. 

In  the  year  1780,  Joseph  Benac  purchased  about  six  thousand  acres  on  La  Crique  au  Sable,  or  Sandy  creek. 
Twelve  years  after,  he  conveyed  to  others,  who  made  settlements;  and  two  years  after  these,  the  settlements  on 
the  purchase  immediately  preceding  were  made. 

\n  the  same  year,  three  settlements  were  added  to  the  seven  made  in  1771  on  the  strait. 

In  the  same  year,  thirty-eight  settlements  were  made  on  La  Riviere  Rouge,  and  four  at  Pointe  au  Tremble. 

In  1782,  there  were  nineteen  settlers  adjacent  to  the  tract  of  Patrick  Sinclair. 

In  1783,  twenty  settlements  were  made  on  Lake  St.  Clair. 

In  1784,  a  large  body  of  Canadians  settled  on  La  Riviere  aux  Raisins. 

In  1785,  four  settlers  were  added  to  those  at  Pointe  au  Tremble. 

In  1786,  Francois  Pepin  purchased  about  three  thousand  acres  on  La  Riviere  aux  Roches.  The  purchasers 
under  him  have  carried  their  improvements  to  a  great  extent.  In  the  same  year,  William  McComb  acquired  L'Isle 
a  Cochon,  in  the  strait,  by  a  purchase  from  George  McDougall,  whose  right  is  not  fully  understood,  as  up  to  the 
year  1764  it  had  been  held  by  the  French  as  an  appendage  to  the  garrison  at  Detroit. 

In  the  year  1788,  twenty  settlements  were  made  on  La  Riviere  aux  Hurons;  and  Gabriel  Godfroy  purchased  the 
same  quantity  with  Francois  Pepin,  on  the  Riviere  aux  Roches. 

In  1790,  a  few  settlers  were  added  to  those  at  Pointe  au  Tremble. 

In  1792,  a  couple  of  settlements  were  added  to  those  on  La  Riviere  a  I'Ecorce;  and,  in  the  same  year,  a  body  of 
Canadians  settled  on  La  Crique  au  Sable,  or  Sandy  creek. 
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In  1793,  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to  the  settlements  on  the  Huron  river;  and,  in  the  subsequent  year, 
an  inconsiderable  addition  was  made  to  those  on  the  river  Ecorce.    At  the  same  time,  a  large  body  settled  on  Otter 

In  1797,  a  large  number  of  families,  altogether  Canadians,  settled  on  what  is  called  Milk  river,  and  in  the  coun- 
try north  of  it.  A  small  addition  was  made  in  this  and  the  subsequent  year,  to  each  of  the  settlements  on  La  Riviere 
a  I'Ecorce,  and  La  Riviere  Rouge.  ,  ■     . 

In  1800,  four  settlers  were  added  to  those  on  the  Huron  river,  and  in  that  and  the  subsequent  year  about  six 
families  were  added  to  those  on  the  river  Sinclair.    In  1801,  also,  pretensions  were  manifested  to  a  salt  spring  in 

During  all  this  period,  great  anxiety  existed  among  the  people  to  obtain  regular  titles.  Attached  to  the  American 
jurisdiction,  (heir  determination  seemed  to  be  to  throw  themselves  on  the  mercy  of  the  American  Government, 
when  it  became  inclined  to  attend  to  their  situation. 

In  1802,  directions  were  given  to  the  Indian  agent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  to  investigate  and 
report  the  titles  of  this  country.  The  inhabitants  received  him  with  the  greatest  hospitality  and  candor,  concealing 
or  misrepresenting  none  of  the  facts  attending  their  respective  settlements,  and  manifested  their  joy  at  the  Govern- 
ment's turning  their  attention  to  the  titles  of  that  country. 

In  February,  1804,  a  minute  report  of  the  agent  was  transmitted  to  Congress. 

In  1805,  the  people  of  the  country  unanimously,  and  at  their  private  expense,  delegated  an  agent  to  Congress  on 
the  same  business. 

In  the  present  year,  1806,  the  Governor  of  the  territory  charges  himself  with  this  task,  as  an  official  duty,  en- 
forced by  their  earnest  request.  In  pursuance  of  a  former  act  ofCongress,  the  evidences,  both  written  and  oral, 
and  all  the  minute  circumstances  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  settlements,  have  been  collected  and  recorded, 
and  will  be  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  Government  as  soon  as  their  transcription,  and  their  conveyance  by  an  uncer- 
tain mail,  can  be  eifected. 

For  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  more  clear  view  of  the  date,  position,  and  extent,  of  these  settlements,  together 
with  those  of  the  four  first  classes,  up  to  the  year  1763,  the  following  chronological  table  is  annexed;  of  which  the 
first  column  exhibits  the  respective  years;  the  second,  the  geographical  position  of  the  settlements;  the  third, iwhe- 
ther  they  are  within  the  limits  of  the  American  title,  as  defined  .by  the  treaty  of  fort  Mackintosh;  and  the  fourth, 
the  number  of  distinct  farms  or  settlements  made.  The  treaty  of  fort  Mackintosh  is  taken  rather  than  that  of 
Greenville,  because  in  the  latter  some  additions  are  made,  which  the  commissioner  no  doubt  conceived  to  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  but  the  sanction  of  which,  without  a  new  treaty,  will  probably  be  deemed  not  consist- 
ent with  good  policy. 

For  reasons  which  have  been  before  sufficiently  stated,  all  the  titles  and  claims  in  the  city  or  town  of  Detroit  are 
omitted  in  these  enumerations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.WOODWARD. 


A  Chronological  Table  exhibiting  the  settlements  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 


Date  of  the 
settlements. 

Geographical  position  of  the  settlements. 

Whether  within  the 
American  title. 

No.  of  farms 

or  distinct 

settlements. 

1763, 

Detroit,  or  the  strait,         -           -           -           -           - 

Within, 

77 

1765, 

La  Riviere  de  Sinclair,     ----- 

Without, 

1 

1771, 

Detroit,  or  the  strait,        -           -           -           - 

Within, 

7 

1776, 

La  Riviere  a  I'Ecorce,      -           -           - 

Within, 

10 

" 

La  Grosse  Isle,      ------ 

Within, 

10 

1779, 

La  Crique  aux  Loutres,    -           - 

Without, 

1 

1780, 

La  Crique  a  Sable,           -           -           .           -           - 

Within, 

1 

" 

Detroit,  or  the  strait,        -           .           -           -           - 

Within, 

3 

" 

La  Riviere  Rouge,            -           -           -           -           - 

Within, 

38 

a 

Pointe  au  Tremble,           -           -           -           -           - 

Doubtful, 

4 

1782, 

La  Riviere  de  Sinclair,    -           -           -           -           - 

Without, 

19 

1783, 

Lake  St.  Clair,                

Doubtful, 

20 

1784, 

La  Riviere  aux  Raisins,    ----- 

Both, 

121 

1785, 

Pointe  au  Tremble,           ----- 

Doubtful, 

4 

1786, 

La  Riviere  aux  Roches,     -           -           -           -           - 

Within, 

2 

" 

L'Isle  a  Cochon,               .           .            -           -           . 

Within, 

1 

1788, 

La  Riviere  aux  Hurons,    -           -           -           -           - 

Without, 

20 

<( 

La  Riviere  aus  Roches,    -           -           -           -           - 

Within, 

1 

1790, 

Pointe  au  Tremble,           --..-- 

Doubtful, 

4 

1792, 

La  Riviere  a  I'F.corce,      -           ^           .       ,    . 

Within, 

'         2 

" 

La  Crique  a  Sable,           -           -  '        - 

Within, 

15 

1793, 

La  Riviere  aux  Hurons,    ----- 

Without, 

10 

1794, 

La  Riviere  a  I'Ecorce,      -           -           -           -           - 

Within, 

3 

" 

La  Crique  aux  Loutres,    ----- 

Without, 

22 

1797, 

La  Riviere  au  Lait,          -           .           -           .           . 

Doubtful, 

30 

" 

La  Riviere  a  I'Ecorce,     -           -           -           .           - 

Within, 

2 

1798, 

La  Riviere  Rouge,             -           .           .           .           - 
La  Riviere  aux  Hurons,    ----- 

Within, 

5 

1800, 

Without, 

4 

1801, 

La  Riviere  de  Sinclair,     .           -           .           .           . 

Without, 

6 

(1 

The  Salt  Springs, 

Doubtful, 

1 
442 

Washington,  January  17, 1806. 


A.  WOODWARD. 


Sib:  Land  Office,  Detroit,  December  1,  1805. 

The  people  of  this  district,  not  yet  satisfied  with  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  an  investigation  of  land 
claims,  will,  we  understand,  again  address  either  Congress  or  yourself  on  that  subject,  for  this  reason;  and  as  it  is  yet 
uncertain  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  finish  the  business  before  us  sufficiently  early  to  enable  Congress  to  act  on 
our  report  during  their  ensuing  session,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  transmit  to  you  a  general  summary,  which  will  ex- 
hibit a  faithful  yet  a  concise  statement  of  the  nature  and  situation  of  such  claims  as  have  been  presented  within 
the  time  limited  by  law. 
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Before  we  were  informed  of  the  passage  of  the  last  act,  we  Iiad  examined  and  decided  on  all  claims  which  had 
been  regularly  entered  with  the  Register  on  the  first  day  of  January  last.  When  that  act  reached  us,  we  conceived 
it  altogether  unnecessary  to  forward  the  report,  as  four-fiftlis,  at  least,  of  those  claims  were  founded  on  possession, 
settlement,  and  improvement  merely,  and  would,  of  course,  require  a  reconsideration.  By  persons  in  this  situation, 
additional  evidence,  as  we  had  foreseen,  has  been  brought  forward  to  prove  the  possession,  the  actual  settlement,  the 
date  of  the  first  improvements,  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the  land  claimed,  the  length  of  time,  the  claimant, 
and  those  from  whom  he  pretends  to  derive  right,  have  been  in  possession,  together  with  other  accidental  matter. 
As  this  evidence  is,  in  almost  every  case,  necessarily  the  testimony  of  individuals  in  the  respective  neighbor- 
hoods, a  length  of  time  is  required  to  interpret  most  of  the  witnesses  speaking  the  French  language  only,  to  metho- 
dize and  reduce  to  writing  the  substance  of  what  each  witness  deposed  on  his  examination. 

The  clerk  attends  the  Board  the  greater  part  of  each  day  to  keep  mere  minutes  of  its  proceedings,  with  references 
to  the  written  documents,  which  are  exhibited  as  evidence  of  each  respective  claim;  and  in  the  evenings  he  has 
hitherto  been  employed  in  translating  deeds  and  other  writings  executed  in  the  French  language.  Had  the  people 
been  more  prompt  in  their  entries,  our  time  might  have  been  better  economized;  the  summer  would  have  aiforded 
leisure  for  recording  and  translating,  and  the  business  might  have  been  completed  by  the  first  day  of  January  at  fur- 
thest; but  as  they  never  do  that  to-day  which  can  be  delayed  until  to-morrow,  not  one-twentieth  of  their  notices  or 
written  evidences  were  filed,  until  the  last  moments  allowed  by  the  law. 

The  Register  was  desirous  of  employing,  as  a  translator,  some  person  other  than  the  clerk  of  the  Board,  whose 
attention  was  already  engrossed;  but  the  commissioners  know  of  none  else  here  sufficiently  qualified,  in  whom  con- 
fidence could  be  reposed.  The  business  then  cannot  be  regularly  and  attentively  gone  through  before  February 
next;  after  which,  time  will  be  required  for  the  clerk  to  draw  up,  at  length,  such  of  the  minutes  of  our  proceedings 
and  decisions,  with  the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  each  claim,  as  he  may  not  be  able  to  complete  in  the  inter- 
mediate time,  and  to  make  out  the  necessary  transcripts.  This  duty  will  unavoidably  occasion  much  delay,  as  there 
are  many  claims,  wherein  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  deeds  are  produced  as  evidence  of  either  title  or  continued  pos- 
session. These  facts  will  justify  our  apparent  tardiness;  and  we  beg  you.  sir,  to  be  assured  that  we  are  using  every 
diligence  in  order  to  complete  the  business  before  us,  and  to  report  on  as  early  a  day  as  circumstances  will  allow. 

We  believe  that  the  statements  now  submitted,  aided  by  the  accompanying  documents,  will  exhibit,  substantially, 
the  merits  of  every  species  of  claim  within  the  district. 

I.  Claims  founded  on  the  grants  of  Antoine  de  Lamothe  Cadillac,  Lord  of  Bouaquet  Mondesert,  and  commandant 
for  the  King  at  Detroit,  Pontchartrain,  in  the  first  years  of  the  last  century.  That  officer  appears  to  have  acted 
under  special  instructions  from  the  King  of  France,  and  his  patents  convey  a  title,  in  fee  simple,  upon  certain 
conditions  expressed  in  the  document  marked  A,  of  which  species  there  are  only  two.  These  grants,  requir- 
ing not  the  confirmation  of  the  crown  of  France,  we  consider  to  have  been  originally  good;  and  though  the  series 
of  transferences  from  the  original  patentees  to  the  present  claimants  is  imperfect  and  unconnected,  we  decide 
between  them  and  the  Government  in  their  favor,  reserving  the  rights  of  other  persons. 

II.  Claims  founded  on  the  grants  issued  by  the  Governor  and  the  Intendant  of  New  France  and  Louisiana,  in  the 
years  1735  and  1737,  with  the  confirmations  of  them  by  the  King  of  France.  (Vide  document,  marked  B  and 
C,  of  which  kinds  there  are  six.) 

We  consider  the  Government  right  as  completely  transferred  by  these  grants,  and  affirm  the  claims  grounded  on 
them,  with  a  reservation  of  individual  rights,  in  contested  cases. 

III.  Claims  founded  on  similar  grants  by  the  Governor  and  the  Intendant  between  the  years  1734  and  1754,  for 
which  a  brevet  of  confirmation  was  never  obtained,  though  made  an  indispensable  condition  of  the  grant.  (Vide 
document  D,  of  which  species  there  are  fifteen.) 

During  the  intermediate  period  between  these  two  eras,  the  mode  of  obtaining  grants  from  the  Government  was 
bj  application  to  the  Governor  and  the  Intendant.  These  officers,  we  are  induced  to  believe,  possessed  the  initia- 
tive only,  and  not  the  complete  power  to  make  absolute  grants  of  the  soil.  From  the  face  of  their  patents,  it  appears 
that,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  the  King,  and  on  petition  or  demand  of  the  subject,  they  granted  landsin 
fee  simple,  reserving  rents  and  other  services;  and  upon  this,  among  several  other  conditions,  that  the  grantee  do 
take  a  brevet  of  confirmation  from  his  Majesty,  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  on  pain  of  nullity  thereof! 

The  performance  of  this  condition  is  not  proven;  neither  do  the  claimants  attempt  to  justify  the  non-compliance 
therewitli,  by  the  allegation  of  any  legal  or  equitable  circumstances  whatever.  The  commissioners,  therefore,  con- 
sider these  grants  as  forfeited,  and  reject  the  claims  founded  on  them :  for  they  cannot,  on  legal  principles,  consider 
the  forbearance  of  the  French  Government  to  avail  itself  of  this  neglect,  by  actually  ousting  the  grantee  from  his 
possession,  as  a  waiver  of  its  right,  or  as  an  implied  confirmation  of  the  grantee's  title.  On  the  contrary,  they  are 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that,  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  two  years,  upon  the  non-performance  of  the  conditions, 
the  grant  reverted  to  the  grantors,  and,  not  being  otherwise  disposed  of,  all  rights  to  such  forfeited  lands  were,  to- 
gether with  the  country  itself,  transferred  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Paris  of  the  10th  of  February,  1763,  and  to  the  United  States  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  t\yo  lat- 
ter powers,  in  the  year  1783.  Some  of  these  claimants  endeavor  to  support  a  prescriptive  right,  and  it  is  in  evidence 
before  the  commissioners,  that  they,  or  those  from  whom  they  derive  claim,  have  been  in  the  peaceable  possession 
of  their  respective  farms  for  upwards  of  sixty  years.  But  a  moment's  reflection  will  show  the  fallacy  of  these  pre- 
tensions on  legal  grounds. 

In  the  year  1763,  these  lands  became  subject  to  the  laws  of  England,  in  relation  to  crown  lands;  for,  although 
the  laws  and  customs  of  Canada  were  the  rule  for  the  decision  of  all  matters  of  controversy  between  subject  and 
subject,  relative  to  property  and  civil  rights,  yet  we  imagine  that  the  disposal  of  territory  or  soil,  acquired  by  treaty, 
is  regulated  by  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Government  making  the  acquisition,  unless  it  should  be  other- 
wise specially  provided. 

Antecedently  to  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  it  is  not  contended  that  a  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  to  enable 
the  claimants  to  prescribe.  Under  the  British  Government,  until  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  James  the 
First,  title  by  prescription  against  the  crown  could  not  be  pleaded;  and  not  then,  unless  the  occupant,  or  those 
from  whom  he  derived  his  claim,  had  been  in  the  peaceable  and  uninterrupted  possession  of  the  lands  in  question 
for  sixty  years  precedent  to  the  19th  of  February,  1623.  The  statute  of  James  the  First  becoming  ineffectual  by 
efflux  of  time,  the  limitation  was  afterwards,  early  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  fixed  at  sixty  years,  to  com- 
mence, and  be  reckoned  backwards,  from  the  institution  of  the  suit,  or  other  process,  for  the  recovery  of  the  thing 
in  question. 

From  the  year  1734,  prior  to  which  period  no  grants  of  this  description  were  issued,  to  the  year  1783,  when  the 
United  States  acquired  this  countiy,  and  with  it,  constructively,  all  rights  to  such  forfeited  lands  can  only  be 
reckoned  forty-nine  years;  not  sufficiently  long,  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands,  to  have  vested  a  right  by  legal  pre- 
scription. After  which  latter  period,  to  vrit,  1783,  if  not  from  the  year  1776,  those  statutory  limitations  of  England 
ceased  to  have  a  force  in  our  country.  The  common  law  of  England  is  considered  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
unless  where  altered  or  repealed  by  laws  of  our  own  making;  and  the  immemorially  adopted  maxim  of  nullum  tem- 
pus  occurrit  regi,  with  an  alteration  suited  to  the  style  of  our  Government,  became,  we  imagine,  the  law  of  the  land. 

The  length  of  possession  necessary  to  enable  citizens  to  prescribe  title  against  the  Government  has  never  been 
ascertained  by  any  statute  of  the  United  States. 

Notwithstanding,  then,  the  natural  justice  and  equity  of  such  a  plea  by  these  claimants,  the  commissioners  feel 
themselves  obliged,  reluctantly,  to  pronounce  it  unwarrantable. 
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IV.  Claims  founded  on  grants  of  Monsieur  de  Belestre,  and  other  French  commandants,  and  continuations  or  aug- 

mentations by  these  officers  of  grants  formerly  made  by  the  Governor  and  the  Intendant. 

These  persons  had,  at  several  times,  the  command  of  the  fort  and  the  garrison  of  Detroit,  or  Pontchartrain,  as 
it  was  then  called,  and  took  upon  themselves,  not  only  to  grant  extensions  of  the  tracts  of  land  conveyed  by  the  old 
patents,  but  also  to  create  and  vest  new  estates,  by  issuing  additional  grants,  on  no  other  or  better  authority,  that 
we  can  tliscover,  than  that  conferred  on  them  by  their  military  command.  Instructions  have,  indeed,  been  referred 
to,  though  never  produced  to  the  commissioners;  and  their  existence  may  be  very  reasonably  questioned,  until  the 
claimants  make  it  appear  that  those  persons  were  specially  empowered  and  authorized  to  that  eftect,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  it  is  quite  unusual  to  vest  such  powers  in  subaltern  military  officers,  and  when  it  is,  besides,  satisfac- 
torily ascertained  that  the  regular  and  common  mode  of  application  was  by  a  petition  to  the  Governor  and  the  Inten- 
dant, who  themselves  issued  grants,  in  the  form  of  the  documents  B  &  D.    (Vide  documents,  marked  E  &  A.) 

There  are  instances,  too,  of  such  extensions  of  grants  by  one  Celoren,  commandant  of  this  post,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  one  Navarre,  who  subscribes  as  deputy  of  the  Intendant,  which  are  considered  equally  irregular.  (Vide 
document  A.)  The  conduct  of  Monsieur  de  Belestre,  in  particular,  appears  extraordinary,  and  altogether  unac- 
countable. After  the  taking  of  Quebec,  and  the  reduction  of  the  greater  part  of  Canada,  he  issued  a  number  of 
certificates,  perhaps  thirty,  in  the  nature  of  grants,  for  the  lands  on  the  rivers  aux  Ecorce  and  Rouge,  and  on  the 
main  river  or  strait.  We  are  loath  to  suppose  this  officer  to  have  been  actuated.by  naotives  of  personal  aggrandize- 
ment: yet  he,  perhaps,  foresaw  the  conquest  of  the  colony  by  the  British,  and  that  his  impositions  and  frauds  could 
scarcely  be  inquired  into  after  the  loss  of  the  country.  At  any  rate,  that  he,  or  his  predecessors  in  command, 
possessed  sufficient  powers  to  dispose  of  the  soil,  is  highly  improbable,  cannot  be  presumed,  and,  until  it  be  proven, 
we  reject  all  claims  fiovving  from  a  source  so  suspiciously  impure. 

The  articles  of  capitulation,  signed  at  Montreal  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  1760,  by  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil 
and  Major  General  Amherst,  contribute  nothing  towards  the  confirmation  of  claims  derived  in  this  manner.  The 
thirty-seventh  article,  indeed,  says  "  that  the  lords  of  manors,  the  military  and  civil  officers,  the  Canadians,  as  well 
ill  the  tuwn  as  in  the  country;  the  French,  settled  or  trading  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  colony  of  Canada;  and  all 
other  persons  whatsoever,  shall  preserve  the  entire  peaceable  property  and  possession  of  their  goods,  noble  and 
ignoble,  movable  and  immovable,  merchandises,  furs,  and  other  effects,  even  their  ships;  they  shall  not  be  touched, 
nor  the  least  damage  done  to  them,  on  any  pretence  whatever;  they  shall  have  the  liberty  to  keep,  let,  or  sell  them, 
as  well  to  the  French  as  to  the  British,  &c. 

General  Amherst,  however,  in  his  acceptance  of  this  article,  says,  "  but  if  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  has  any 
share  in  it,  that  must  become  the  property  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain." 

Great  faith  and  reliance  is  placed  on  these  articles,  and  particularly  on  the  thirty-seventh,  for  the  confirmation 
of  all  claims  founded  on  possession,  since  the  period  of  their  date,  however  tortuously  or  illegally  such  possession 
may  have  been  gained.  But  the  treaty  of  Paris,  negotiated  soon  after,  is,  perhaps,  the  only  authentic  document  by 
which  legally  to  try  the  validity  of  such  pretensions,  the  fourth  article  of  which  is  to  the  following  effect: 

"  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  cedes  and  guaranties  to  his  said  Britannic  Majesty,  in  full  right,  Canada,  with 
all  its  dependencies,  as  well  as  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  and  all  the  other  islands  and  coasts  in  the  gulf  and 
river  of  St.  Lawrence,  and,  in  general,  every  thing  that  depends  on  the  said  countries,  lands,  islands  and  coasts, 
with  the  sovereignty,  property,  possession,  and  all  lights  acquired  by  treaty,  or  otherwise,  which  the  Most  Chris- 
tian King  and  the  Crown  of  France  have  had  till  now  over  the  said  countries,  islands,  lands,  places,  coasts,  and 
their  inhabitants;  so  that  the  Must  Christian  Kin^  cedes  and  makes  over  the  whole  to  the  said  King  and  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  in  the  most  ample  manner  and  form,  without  restriction,  and  without  any  liberty 
to  depart  from  the  said  guaranty,  under  any  pretence,  or  to  disturb  Great  Britain  in  the  possessions  above  men- 
tioned." 

"  His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  that  the  French  inhabitants,  or  others  who  had  been  the  subjects  of  the  Most 
Christian  King,  in  Canada,  may  retire  with  all  safety  and  freedom  wherever  they  siiall  think  proper,  and  may  sell 
their  estates,  provided  it  be  to  subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,"  &c. 

The  British  General  appeared  entirely  'sensible  of  the  advantages  he  had  gained,  and  in  all  his  intercourse  with 
the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  with  respect  to  the  capitulation,  dictated  the  terms,  and  positively  insists  on  an  une- 
quivocal and  undiminished  transfer  to  his  King  of  every  right  which  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  possessed  in  and 
over  the  colony. 

With  these  dispositions,  it  can  scarce!)^  be  supposed  that  he  would  have  consented  to  place  the  inhabitants  of  a 
conquered  country  on  a  better  footing,  with  respect  to  property,  than  they  iiad  stood  before  the  war.  Giving  those 
articles,  then,  the  most  liberal  and  beneficial  construction  in  tavor  of  the  persons  for  whom  stipulations  were  made, 
we  must  conclude  that  nothing  more  was  intended  than  to  secure  every  one  in  the  free  use  and  enjoyment  of  his 
property,  according  to  the  nature  and  tenure  of  each  one's  estate  and  title  thereiri;  and  that  it  would  be  extremely 
absurd  to  suppose  that  they  ever  meant  to  have  legalized  a  trespasser's  or  a  disseiser's  possession,  and  to  have  also 
added  or  conveyed  thereto  the  right  of  property,  so  as  to  perfect  and  complete  a  title  founded  in  injustice  and  wrong: 
for  such  would  be  the  effects  of  the  construction  insisted  on  by  some  of  the  claimants.  The  intention  of  the  parties 
is,  however,  too  strongly  and  unequivocally  expressed,  to  leave  the  least  shadow  of  doubt  on  the  subject. 

V.  Claims  pretended  to  be  derived  from  the  British  Government.  Of  this  description,  there  are  about  one  hundred, 

most  of  which  have  been  conveyed  through  different  channels. 

1st.  The  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the  late  William  McComb,  deceased. 

The  document  marked  F  will  discover  this  to  be  nothing  more  than  an  estate  at  will,  determined  by  the  treaty 
of  1783.  The  foundation  of  this  claim  is  the  permission  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  one  George  McDougall  for 
the  temporary  occupation  of  Hog  island,  so  long  as  the  military  establishment  at  Detroit  might  be  continued  by  His 
Majesty;  provided  this  could  be  done  without  umbrage  to  the  Indians,  and  upon  consideration  that  the  improvements, 
projected  by  the  said  McDougall,  would  be  directed  to  the  more  easy  and  etiectual  supply  of  His  Majesty's  fort  and 
garrison  maintained  at  Detroit. 

If  the  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay  continued  this  estate,  of  which,  indeed,  we  are  doubtful,  we  yet  feel  no  hesitation  in 
the  opinion  that  it  is  determined  at  the  will  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1781,  Major  Arent  Schuyler  Depeyster,  at  that  time  commanding  the  Detroit  garrison, 
executed  a  writing,  in  the  nature  of  a  grant,  to  Captain  Henry  Byrd,  for  a  lot  of  ground,  between  the  fort  and  the 
old  town,  containing  two  thousand  and  twenty-nine  square  yards.  The  accompanying  document,  marked  G,  will 
show  you  the  nature  of  the  pretended  confirmation  of  this  grant  by  the  Governor  of  the  province  of  Quebec.  Besides 
the  informality  of  these  papers,  and  their  known  insufficiency  to  convey  a  title  to  real  estates,  it  is  acknowledged 
that  the  commanding  officer  was  not  clothed  with  the  necessary  authority  to  grant  lands;  and  the  confirmation  of 
General  Haldimand  is  one  year  after  a  British  Governor  could  rightfully  interfere  in  the  disposal  of  public  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  decided  against  their  claim. 

A  third  claim  of  this  description  is  that  of  Elijah  Brush,  trustee  for  Alexander  McKee  the  younger.  (Vide 
document  H.) 

The  claimant  produced  a  writing,  under  the  hand  and  seal  at  arms  of  Henry  Hamilton,  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  province  of  Quebec,  requiring  such  as  had  pretensions  to  the  lot  of  ground  in  question,  to  produce  their  titles; 
otherv«ise,  that  Mr.  Elliott,  the  then  occupant,  should  hold  possession  thereof,  until  further  orders,  conveying,  at 
most,  only  an  estate  at  will.  This  will  was  determined  by  the  relinquishment  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  of  all  the 
claims  to  the  Government,  propriety  and  territorial  rights  of  the  United  States,  to  the  people  thereof. 

Elliott,  and  those  who  claimed  under  him,  have,  since  that  period,  occupied  said  lot  as  tenants  at  suflferance, 
not  as  actual  trespassers. 

If  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  with  Great  Britain  contributed  to  strengthen  this  claim,  and 
others  in  like  situation,  it  can  only  be  said  to  have  revested  in  the  occupant  an  estate  at  will:  for  the  treaty  says  that 
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British  subjects,  iiolding  lands  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  shall  continue  to  hold  them,  according  to  the 
nature  and  tenure  of  their  respective  estates  and  titles  therein.  This  estate,  then,  is  liable  to  be  divested  the  instant 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  determine  that  the  claimant  shall  hold  no  longer.  This  pretended  grant 
is,  moreover,  dated  in  1785,  at  which  period,  we  imagine,  the  British  Government,  notwithstanding  their  retention 
of  the  Western  posts,  had  not  authority  to  dispose  of  lands  in  the  United  States. 

4th.  The  document  marked  I  will  show  you  the  nature  of  the  titles  of  many  who  claim  to  hold  lots  situate  on  the 
water-side,  in  the  town  of  Detroit,  all  of  which  we  have  rejected;  it  not  appearing  that  Major  De  Peyster  had  au- 
thority to  make  such  grants. 

5th.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1783,  Colonel  De  Peyster  granted  permission  to  one  Peter  Cummings  to  build  on  a 
lot  of  ground,  now  claimed  by  Messrs.  Meldrum  and  Park,  by  a  writing,  executed  by  the  commandant  of  this  post 
on  that  occasion,  for  a  copy  ot  which  see  the  document  marked  K.  This  claim  has  also  been  rejected,  as  not  founded 
upon  a  legal  grant  issued  by  either  of  the  Governments  named  in  the  acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  claims.  Nor 
has  the  possession  which  Cummings,  his  assignee,  and  the  claimants  have  had,  vested  a  right  by  legal  prescription. 

On  the  back  of  the  original  permit  of  Colonel  De  Peyster  is  endorsed  a  writing,  whereby  Cummings  "  assigns  all 
his  right  anil  title  to  the  house  and  lot  within  mentioned"  to  John  Laughton.  In  the  deed  executed  by  Laughton  to 
the  claimants,  is  contained  a  clause  of  general  warranty,  with  an  exxepiion  as  to  the  acts  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  of  any  of  the  officers  of  that  Government;  clearly  evincing  that  he  was  sensible  of  the  weakness  of  his  title. 

6th.  A  clann  of  Robert  Navarre,  pretended  to  be  founded  on  a  grant  issued  by  authority  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, has  also,  upon  examination,  been  rejected.    (Vide  document,  marked  L.)  ^ 

The  claimants  have  oifered  no  evidence  to  prove  that  Major  Basset  was  legally  empowered  to  make  grants  of 
lands. 

7th.  A  claim  of  Pierre  Descontes  del  Labadi.  The  voucher  principally  relied  on  foran  affirmance  of  this  claim 
is  the  certificate  of  Henry  Hamilton,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Superintendent,  which,  admitting  that  he  was  fully 
authorized  to  execute  grants  of  land,  conveys,  at  mjst,  only  an  estate  at  will,  determined  or  determinable  as  in  the 
first  and  fourth  species  of  this  division.    (For  the  certificate  of  Hamilton,  vide  document  M.) 

8th.  Claims  to  lots  of  ground  on  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  founded  on  grants  issued  by  Patrick  Sinclair, 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  commandant  of  that  post  in  1780,  '81,  and  '82;  by  Captain  Daniel  Robertson,  commandant  in 
1786;  and  by  Captain  William  Doyle,  commandant  in  179a,  intending  to  convey  only  estates  at  will.  (See  the  do- 
cument marked  N.)  They  are  all  executed  in  the  same  form,  and  on  the  same  limitations  and  conditions.  There 
are  about  fifty  claims  of  this  nature. 

An  act  of  the  Parliament  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  passed  in  the  year  1797,  clearly  demonstrates  the 
usages  and  conduct  of  the  British  Government  on  the  subject  of  lands.  This  act  is  entitled  "  An  act  for  securing 
the  titles  to  lands  in  this  province,"  and  the  preamble  of  which  states,  "  Whereas  many  persons  are  possessed  of 
lands,  under  land-board  certificates,  and  otherwise,  by  authority  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  now  hold  or 
claim  to  hold  the  same,  either  as  the  original  nominees,  or  as  the  heirs,  devisees,  or  assignees,  of  the  original  nomi- 
nees thereof;  of  which  lands  no  grants  have  as  yet  issued  under  the  great  seal  of  this  province,  whereby  the  legal  estate 
and  interest  thereof  is  still  vested  in  His  Majesty:  for  the  better  securing  of  such  persons  in  the  ownership  and  pos- 
session of  such  lands.  Be  it  enacted,  c^-c."  Now,  although  tliat  Government  has  since,  through  motives  of  humanity, 
expediency,  or  policy,  confirmed  the  original  purchases  and  claims  of  almost  all  descriptions,  however  irregular  or 
illegal,  yet  it  evidently  appears  that  nothiug  less  than  the  solemn  act  of  the  King,  or  the  provincial  Government 
authorized  by  him,  could  dispose  of  the  lands  of  the  crown. 

VI.  Indian  grants,  generally  for  a  few  hundred  acres,  though  there  are  several  for  five,  ten,  fifteen,  thirty,  and  fifty 

thousand  acres,  and  some  for  even  one  hundred  thousand  acres. 

To  justify  our  decisions  against  these  claims  generally,  we  beg  leave  to  detail  to  you  those  facts  which  appeared 
to  us  of  the  most  material  consequence  in  the  investigation.  A  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was  issued 
on  the  7th  of  October,  1763,  by  which  power  was  granted  to  the  Governor  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  of  which  this 
country  formed  apart  until  1783,  to  dispose  of  lands  to  persons  applying  therefor,  upon  such  terms,  quit-rents,  ser- 
vices, and  acknowledgments,  as  were  then  settled  in  the  other  colonies,  and  under  such  other  conditions  as  the  King, 
with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  might  direct.  This  applies  exclusively  to  lands,  the  native  right  to  which  the 
Government  had  already  acquired. 

A  subsequent  paragraph  of  the;same  proclamation,  in  order  to  prevent  irregular  purchases  from  the  Indians,  enjoins 
and  requires  "  that  no  private  person  do  presume  to  make  any  purchase  from  the  said  Indians  of  any  lands  reserved 
to  the  said  Indians,  within  those  parts  of  our  oolonies  where  we  have  thought  proper  to  allow  settlements.  But  if, 
at  any  time,  any  of  the  said  Indians  should  be  inclined  to  dispose  of  the  said  lands,  the  same  shall  be  purchased  only  for 
?«s,  in  our  name,  at  some  public  meeting  of  the  said  Indians,  to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  by  the  Governor  or  Comman- 
der-in-chief of  our  colonies,  respectively,  in  which  they  shall  lie,"  &c.  Thus  we  find  an  early  and  a  very  express 
prohibition  against  these  purchases  by  private  persons;  and  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  British  Government,  ,at  every 
intervening  period,  from  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  before  recited  proclamation  as  relates  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  in  1774,  down  to  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  have  interdicted  and 
thrown  an  equal  discontinuance  on  these  illicit  transactions. 

A  considerable  number  of  these  grants  are  executed  since  the  year  1783,  although  the  treaties  with  the  several 
nations  of  Indians,  as  well  as  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  Congress,  so  expressly  declare  their  unlawfulness. 

VII.  Claims  founded  on  actual  settlements  and  improvements,  without  other  pretended  title.  Of  this  and  the  last 
mentioned  description,  there  are  about  four  hundred.  The  settlements  on  rivers  Raisins,  EcorCes,  Rouge,  and 
on  the  borders  of  lake  St.  Clair,  are  from  ten  to  twenty  years  old. 

We  will  not  waste  our  time  nor  yours,  which  is  still  more  precious,  by  attempting  to  prove  what,  indeed,  is 
almost  self-evident,  that  claimants  of  this  description  have  every  thing  to  hope  from  the  humane  benevolence  of  the 
Government,  but  nothing  to  demand  from  its  justice.  Our  reasoning  on  the  third  ilivision  of  this  subject,  against 
prescriptive  rights.applies,  with  all  the  force  they  may  possess,  vo  defeat  and  invalidate  the  pretensions  of  those  who 
claim,  by  virtue  of  possession,  for  a  length  of  time  and  actual  settlement  and  improvement. 

Having  briefly  stated  our  opinions  of  the  several  descriptions  of  claims  which  have  come  under  our  examination, 
we  beg  your  attention  to  a  few  additional  remarks,  which  we  conceive  it  our  duty  to  make.  Except  Captain  Byrd, 
who  claims,  under  the  pietended  grant  of  General  Haldimand,anda  few  others,  whoclaim  by  virtue  of  grants  issued 
by  Lieutenant  Governor  Hamilton,  none  of  the  holders  of  lots,  in  the  late  town  of  Detroit,  could  deduce  an  original 
title  from  any  one  of  the  Governments  under  which  this  country  has  successively  been;  yet  these  persons  appear  to 
entertain  no  doubts  that  the  adjudication  will  be  ultimately  in  their  favor.  Although,  acting  as  commissioners,  we 
have  thought  it  our  duty  to  reject  them,  as  well  as  the  claims  fiiunded  on  the  grants  of  Celoron,  De  Bellestre,  and  other 
French  officers,  who  have  at  various  times  commanded  this  post,  yet  we  should  certainly  feel  a  very  lively  pleasure 
in  the  accomplishment  of  these  expectations. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  claims  filed  with  the  register  for  lands,  within  the  acknowledged  Indian  boundaries. 
Such  are  the  settlements  on  the  river  Sinclair,  part  of  lake  St.  Clair,  river  Huron  of  said  lake,  and  on  the  south 
side  of  river  Raisin,  and  settlements  more  than  six  miles  from  the  main  river  or  strait.  They  are  all  unfounded  on 
Government  title,  and  most  generally  the  Indian  conveyance  or  the  settlement  is  of  not  more  than  five,  ten,  filteen, 
and  twenty  years'  standing.  • 

Apaper  has  been  filed  with  the  Register,  without  official  stamp,  though  alleged  to  be  correct  and  authentic,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  schedule  of  all  the  grants  issued  by  the  Governor  and  the  Intendant  of  New  France  and  Louisiana. 

They  are  fifty-six  in  number,  located  on  both  sides  of  the  strait,  or  river  Detroit,  only  thirty-three  of  which  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  French  king.  On  a  comparison  of  this  schedule  with  the  patents  deposited  in  the  Land 
Office,  we  find  so  exact  a  coincidence,  as  to  imagine  it  to  be  altogether  relied  upon  as  a  valuable  body  of  presumptive 
35  p 
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evidence  of  the  quantity  of  land  granted  by  that  Government  in  this  part  of  their  then  dominions.  By  it  is  also 
negatively  proven  the  futility  of  tne  pretensions  of  the  people  of  the  late  corporation  of  Detroit,  the  trustees  of 
which  always  contended  that  there  had  been  an  old  French  grant  for  the  town,  and  many  acres  of  the  adjacent 
commons,  which  was  either  lost,  mislaid,  or  carried  away  by  the  British  agents;  they  have  repeatedly,  without  suc- 
cess, endeavored  to  obtain  a  copy  thereof,  from  the  archives  at  Quebec,  referring  to  this  schedule  to  prove  the  validity 
of  their  claims.  Colonel  McDougal,  in  whose  possession  it  has  been,  never,  until  the  present  fall,  suflered  it  to  be 
examined,  when  it  was  found  to  contain  no  memorandum  of  any  such  charter  or  patent. 

After  the  repeated  delays  for  the  indulgence  of  the  claimants  of  this  district,  their  omissions  and  negligencies, 
will  perhaps  appear  to  you  inexcusable.  In  twenty  instances,  where  the  pretended  title  papers  have  been  registered, 
they  have  been  unaccompanied  by  any  notices,  and  fifty  writings  have  been  filed  as  notices,  so  substantially  defective 
that  we  have  declined  an  examination  of  them. 

We  state,  for  your  information,  that  on  the  list  of  claimants  will  be  found  the  names  of  British  subjects,  who 
have  purchased  from  American  citizens  since  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  navigation,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  many  who  claim  by  virtue  of  actual  set- 
tlements and  improvements  by  themselves  or  their  tenants  without  other  pretended  title.  How  far  it  will  be  good 
policy  to  extend  equal  liberality  to  them,  and  our  own  citizens,  will,  we  presume,  be  a  subject  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress.  Will  not  a  general  affirmance  of  the  claims  of  a  British  subject,  who  has  lately  purchased,  and  whose 
land  was  liable  to  escheat,  as  not  having  the  capacity  of  taking  and  holding  lands  in  the  United  States,  debar  and 
preclude  the  Government  from  ever  after  availing  itself  of  the  profits  of  such  escheat.'  At  this  time  the  commis- 
sioners have  not  the  authority,  officially,  to  make  any  inquiries  of  that  nature;  certain  inquisitions  must,  in  all  such 
cases,  be  taken  in  order  to  vest  the  lands  escheated  in  the  Government,  and  to  put  it  into  possessicm;  for  until  an  inquest 
of  office,  called  an  office  of  intituling,  be  found,  the  alien  may  hold  the  lands;  and  before  us,  there  is  no  discrimina- 
tion between  a  citizen  and  an  alien. 

There  are  many  interfering,  contendingclaims,  and  much  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  ascertaining  boundaries. 
There  has  hithertobeen  no  general  survey  of  the  country;  surveys  haveindeed  been  made,  but  they  are  partial,  irregular, 
and  perhaps,,  in  many  instances,  inaccurate.  In  the  event  of  a  confirmation,  a  very  minute  inquiry  must  necessarily 
precede  the  issuing  of  a  patent,  in  order  justly  to  decide  the  conflicting  claims  of  private  persons;  otherwise,  the 
consequences  will  be  endless  litigation,  and  almost  numberless  law-suits. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

G.  HOFFMAN, 
FREDERICK  BATES. 
The  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

A. 

Antoine  de  Lamothe  Cadillac,  Esci.  Lord  of  Bouaquet  Montdesert,  and  Commandant  for  the  King  at  Detroit, 

Pontchartrain. 

His  Majesty,  by  his  despatches  of  the  14th,  17th,  and  19th  June,  1705,  and  1706,  having  given  us  power  to  con- 
cede the  lands  of  Detroit,  in  the  manner  which  we  shall  judge  good  and  convenient;  we,  by  virtue  of  the  said  power 
from  His  Majesty,  have  given,  granted,  and  conceded,  to  Franjois  Fafard  Delorme,  interpreter  for  the  King  in  this 
place,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  an  extent  of  land,  of  two  arpents  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth,  joining  on  one  side  our 
manor,  and  on  the  other.  Frangois  Bosseron,  and  on  the  south  the  Grand  river;  which  two  arpents  in  front  shall  be 
drawn  and  alienated  in  tne  depth,  by  the  course  north-northwest;  and  in  case  any  part  short  of  two  arpents  was 
found  in  the  alienation,  the  same  quantity  shall  be  furnished  to  him  in  another  place  not  yet  conceded,  without  any 
expense:  which  said  two  arpents  in  front,  by  twenty  in  depth,  the  said  Francois  Fafard,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall 
hold  and  enjoy  forever,  with  the  privilege  of  fishing,  hunting,  and  trading;  hares,  rabbits,  partridges,  and  pheasants 
excepted.  Said  Francois  Fafard,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  bound  to  pay  us,  our  heirs  and  assigns,  in  our 
castle  and  principal  manor,  each  year,  on  the  20th  ot  March,  for  the  said  habitation,  the  sum  of  five  livres  quit- 
rent  and  rent,  and  over  and  above  for  other  rights,  whereof  we  have  divested  ourselves,  the  sum  of  ten  livres,  in 
peltries,  good  and  merchantable;  and  when  a  current  money  shall  be  established  in  this  country,  the  said  Frangois 
Fafard  shall  pay  the  said  rent  in  said  money  forever.  He  shall  likewise  be  obliged  to  begin  to  clear  and  improve 
the  said  concession  within  three  months  from  the  date  of  these  presents;  in  default  whereof,  we  shall  concede  his 
habitation  to  whom  it  shall  appertain.  He,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  moreover  obliged  to  comply  with  the 
following  charges,  clauses,  and  conditions,  to  wit:  to  come  and  carry,  plant  or  help  to  plant,  a  long  May-pole  before 
the  door  of  our  principal  manor,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  in  every  year,  and  if  he  fails,  he  shall  pay  us  three  livres 
in  money,  or  good  peltries;  he  shall  likewise  be  obliged  to  come  and  grind  his  grains  in  the  mills  which  we  have,  or 
shall  have  hereafter,  in  paying  for  the  right  of  grinding  of  whatever  kind  the  grains  may  be,  eight  pounds  weight  by 
the  bushel;  and  in  case  he  shall  sell  his  habitation,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  inform  us  of  it, 
and  we  reserve  to  ourselves  the  preference  for  the  price  and  sum  which  may  be  offered  to  him,  and  on  the  same 
conditions  lawful  and  permitted;  he  shall  not  sell,  cede,  or  transfer  it,  by  mortgage,  but  with  our  consent,  and  he 
be  subject  to  the  public  charges  and  servitudes,  as  also  to  the  fees  for  right  of  alienation.  Said  Frangois  Fafard  shall 
not  be  permitted,  during  ten  years,  to  work,  or  cause  any  person  to  work,  directly  or  indirectly,  at  the  profession 
and  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  locksmith,  armorer,  or  brewer,  without  a  permit  under  our  hand;  reserving,  besides, 
the  timber  which  may  be  wanted  for  the  fortifications,  and  for  the  construction  of  boats  or  other  vessels.  Said 
Francois  Fafard  may  send  down  to  Montreal,  or  other  places  of  the  lower  colony,  all  the  articles  he  pleases,  in  as 
large  a  quantity  as  he  chooses,  and  to  bring  from  thence  merchandises,  and  other  effects,  in  as  large  quantity  as  he 
pleases;  on  the  condition  that  he  shall  sell  his  said  effects  and  merchandises,by  himself  only,  or  by  other  inhabitants 
of  this  place,  but  not  by  engagees,  or  clerks,  or  foreigners,  or  strangers,  not  established  residenters  in  this  place,  \yith 
their  family,  on  pain  of  confiscation  and  loss  of  said  effects  or  merchandises;  and  in  case  that  the  said  Frangois  Fafard 
shall  sell,  cede,  or  transfer,  his  habitation,  in  the  whole,  to  a  foreigner,  or  another  not  established  in  this  place,  the 
possessor  or  purchaser  of  said  habitation,  in  any  manner  whatever  he  may  be  or  become  such,  shall  be  liable  to 
the  same  quit-rent  and  rent,  as  the  said  Francois  Fafard;  and  if  the  said  Francois  Fafard  sells,  cedes,  or  transfeis, 
part  of  his  habitation  to  a  foreigner,  the  purchaser,  in  whatever  manner  he  be  or  become  such,  shall  be  obliged  to 
pay  us,  our  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  proportion  of  the  said  rent  and  quit-rent,  and  besides  over  and  above  for 
the  rights  whereof  we  have  divested  ourselves,  the  sum  of  ten  livres  for  each  year,  on  the  20th  day  of  March.  Said 
Francois  Fafard  shall  not  be  permitted  to  sell  or  trade  brandy  to  Indians,  on  pain  of  confiscation  and  loss  of  his 
habitation,  and  of  the  brandy  found  thereon,  or  effects  received  for  the  same;  and  if  the  said  purchaser,  in  the  whole 
or  in  part,  is  an  inhabitant,  and  pays  the  sum  of  ten  livres  for  the  rights  whereof  we  have  divested  ourselves,  he  shall 
pay  us  only  the  quit-rent  and  rents  of  his  acquisition,  and  not  the  sum  of  ten  livres,  over  and  above;  and  if  the 
habitation  of  the  said  Francois  Fafard  passes  into  other  hands,  in  whatever  manner  it  may  be,  and  that  he  be  or 
become  proprietor  of  another  piece  of  ground,  house,  or  habitation,  the  said  Francois  Fafard  shall  pay  us,  our  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever,  the  sum  of  ten  livres,  for  the  rights  whereof  we  have  divested  ourselves,  besides  the  quit-rent 
and  rent  of  the  habitation,  piece  of  ground,  or  house;  and  in  case  the  said  Frangois  Fafard  remains  without  possession 
of  any  land,  house,  or  habitation,  he  shall  be  divested  of  all  the  privileges  to  him  granted  by  this  present  concession. 
In  consideration  thereof,  and  generally  of  all  the  clauses,  charges,  and  conditions  aforesaid,  towards  us,  our  heirs 
and  assigns,  the  said  Frangois  Fafard,  his  heirs  and,assigns,  shall  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  concession,  shall  sell  and 
trade,  as  well  with  the  French  as  with  the  Indians,  in  conforming  himself  to  the  regulations,  and  to  the  orders  of 
His  Majesty. 

Done  at  fort  Pontchartrain,  the  10th  of  March,  1707. 

LAMOTHE  CADILLAC. 

Afterwards  is  written,  expedited  the  said  day  and  year  by  me.  Secretary. 

GRANDMESNIL,  MiiVA  o  JfewriiA. 
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Collated  upon  the  original  minute  presented  by  Etienne  Verow  de  Grandmesnil,  and  this  instant  returned  to  him 
uy  the  Notary  Royal,  in  the  precinct  of  Quebec,  the  23d  of  August,  1742. 

LOUET. 

Continuation  granted.     Celoron,  Knight  of  the  military  order  of  St.  Louis,  commandant  at  Detroit,  Eric. 

Upon  the  demand  made  to  us  by  Claude  Goiiin,  an  inhabitant  at  Detroit,  to  grant  him  a  continuation  of  forty 
arpents  in  depth,  by  two  and  a  half  in  width,  which  he  occupies  by  virtue  of  the  present  title,  we,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  to  us  given  by  the  Governor  and  Intendant,  have  given,  and  by  these  presents  do  give,  concede,  and  grant, 
to  said  Goiiin,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  coiitinuaticm  of  two  and  a  half  arpents  in  width,  by  forty  in  depth, 
by  reason  of  which  he  shall  enjoy  sixty  arpents  in  depth,  by  two  and  a  half  in  width,  on  the  condition  that,  besides 
the  rents  mentioned  in  this,  deed,  he  shall  pay  yearly  to  the  King's  profit,  the  first  year  of  which  shall  be  due  on  the 
11th  of  November,  1751,  the  sum  of  live  livres  to  the  Receiver  of  the  King's  domain. 
Given  at  Detroit  28th  February,  1751, 

CELORON. 

NAVARRE,  Deputy  of  the  Intendant. 


B.  and  C. 

Charles  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  Commander  of  the  military  order  of  St.  Louis,  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
General  for  the  King,  in  New  France  and  Louisiana:  Gilles  Hocquarl,  Knight,  member  of  the  King's  council, 
Lilendant  qf  Justice,  Police,  and  Finances,  in  New  France  and  Louisiana. 

Upon  the  representation,  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  fort  Pontchartrain,  of  the  strait  of  lake  Erie,  to  Messrs. 
de  Boishebert,  captain  of  a  company  detached  from  the  navy,  formerly  Commandant  at  said  fort  Pontchartrain, 
and  Pean,  knight  of  the  military  order  of  St.  Louis,  Mayor  of  the  city  and  Government  of  Quebec,  commanding  at 
the  said  fort,  and  whereof  they  have  reported  to  us,  containing  that  hitherto  they  had  not  dared  to  undertake  any 
clearings,  and  establish  farms,  because  they  had  no  title  which  could  secure  to  them  the  property  thereof;  that  if  it 
should  please  us  to  grant  titles,  they  would  not  only  be  able  to  work  without  running  any  risks  of  being  disturbed, 
but  that  considerable  advantages  would  result  from  their  labor,  in  procuring  thereby  provisions  in  abundance,  which 
would  sei-ve  to  procure  an  easy  subsistence,  as  well  to  the  garrison  as  to  tlie  inhabitants  and  travellers;  which  being 
by  us  tak^n  into  consideration,  and  also  the  letters  patent  of  His  Majesty,  given  at  Paris  in  April,  1716,  registered 
in  the  superior  council  the  first  December  following  the  decree  of  the  King's  council  of  ;the  19th  May,  1722,  we,  in 
the  name  of  His  Majesty,  have  given,  granted,  and  conceded,  and  do  give,  grant,  and  concede,  on  condition  of  quit- 
rent  and  rent,  to  Jean  Casse  St.  Aubin,  senior,  an  inhabitant  at  the  said  fort  Pontchartrain,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  a  concession  of  land,  situate  on  the  strait  of  the  lake  Erie,  containing  four  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth, 
joining  on  one  side,  towards  west-southwest,  the  farm  before  conceded  to  Charles  Chene,  bounded  by  a  line  running 
north-northwest,  and  south-southeast,  and  on  the  other  side  towards  east-northeast,  unconceded  lands,  in  front  by  the 
strait  of  lake  Erie,  and  in  rear  by  a  line  north-northeast  and  south-southwest  joining  also  unconceded  lands,  to 
hold,  use,  and  dispose  of  by  the  said  St.  Aubin  senior,  his  heirs  and  assigns  on  the  charges,  clauses,  and  conditions 
following,  viz:  That  the  said  St.  Aubin,  senior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  obliged  to  carry  their  grains  to  be 
ground  at  the  common  mill,  when  one  is  established,  on  pain  of  contiscation  of  the  said  grains,  and  arbitrary  fine; 
to  inhabit  the  said  concession,  or  cause  it  to  be  inhabited,  within  one  year  from  this  day  at  furthest;  to  enclose  the  im- 
provements of  the  neighbors  as  fast  as  wanted;  to  till  the  said  land,  and  sufter  thereon  the  roads  which  shall  be 
thought  necessary  for  the  public  utility;  to  make  line  fences,  as  it  shall  be  regulated;  and  to  pay,  each  year,  to  the 
Receiver  of  the  King's  domain  in  this  country,  or  to  the  clerk  of  said  Receiver,  who  shall  reside  at  Detroit,  one  sol 
quit-rent  for  each  arpent  in  front,  and  twenty  sols  rent  for  each  twenty  arpents  in  superficies,  making,  for  the  said 
four  acres  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  eight  livres  rent,  and  four  sols  quit-rent;  and  besides,  one  bushel  of  wheat  for 
the  said  four  arpents  in  front,  the  whole  payable  each  year  on  the  day  and  feast  of  St.  Martiii,  the  first  year  of  which 
shall  become  due  on  the  eleventh  of  November,  1735,  and  to  continue  from  year  to  year.  The  said  quit-rent  bear- 
ing profit  of  fees  forright  of  alienation,  default,  and  tines,  with  all  other  royal  and  seigneurial  rights,  when  the  case  may 
be  agreeable  to  the  custom  of  the  vicinity  and  precinct  of  Paris.  It  shall,  however,  be  lawful  for  the  said  St.  Aubin. 
senior,  to  pay  the  said  eight  livres  rent,  and  four  sols  rent,  in  peltries,  at  the  Detroit  price,  until  a  current  money  is 
established:  reserving,  in  the  King's  name,  on  the  said  plantation,  all  the  timber  which  His  Majesty  may  want  for  the 
construction  of  buildings  and  forts  which  may  hereafter  be  established;  as  also  the  property  in  mines  and  minerals, 
if  any  be  found,  within  the  extent  of  the  said  concession.  And  the  said  St.  Aubin,  senior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall 
be  obliged  to  cause  the  said  concession  to  be  forthwith  alienated,  measured,  and  bounded,  in  all  its  width  and  depth, 
at  his  expense,  and  to  execute  all  the  clauses  inserted  in  this  present  title,  and  to  take  a  brevet  of  confirmation  from 
His  Majesty,  within  two  years,  on  pain  of  nullity  of  these  presents. 

Done  and  given  at  Montreal  the  15th  of  July,  1734. 


HOCQUART.       [l.  s.] 
De  Valmur. 


BEAUHARNOIS.    [l.  s.] 
De.  Cheuzemont. 


By  my  Lords, 
By  my  Lords, 
Brevet  of  confirmation  of  the  above  grant. 

Extract  from  the  register  of  the  Superior  Council  of  Quebec. 

From  the  brevet  of  ratification  of  the  concessions  made  at  Detroit  by  Messrs.  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  General  for  the  King  in  New  France,  and  Hocquart,  Intendant  in  the  said  countries,  has  been  extract- 
ed what  follows: 

This  day,  22d  of  February,  1735,  the  King,  being  at  Marly,  being  willing  to  confirm  and  to  ratify  a  concession 
made  by  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  Governor  and  Lieutenant  General  for  His  Majesty,  and  Hocquart  Intendant  in 
New  France,  the  15th  of  July,  on  condition  of  quit-rent  and  rent,  to  the  named  St.  Aubin,  senior,  an  inhabitant  at 
fortPontchartrain,  of  a  piece  of  land  of  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  situate  on  the  strait  of  lake  Eiie,  joining 
on  one  side  the  laudof  the  named  Chene,  and  on  theotherside,  towards  east- northeast,  unconceded  lands,  in  fron  tthe 
strait  of  lake  Erie,  and  in  rear  a  line  east-northeast,  and  west-southwest  unconceded  lands;  His  Majesty  has  ratified 
and  confirmed  the  said  concession,  being  willing  that  the  said  St.  Aubin,  senior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  hold  and  use  the 
said  farm,  to  him  conceded,  on  the  charges,  clauses,  and  conditions  following,  to  wit:  That  he  shall  be  obliged  to  carry 
his  grains  to  be  ground  at  the  common  mill,  when  one  is  established,  on  pain  of  confiscation  of  the  said  grains,  and 
arbitrary  fine;  to  inhabit  the  said  concession,  or  cause  it  to  be  inhabited,  within  one  year;  to  enclose  the  improvements 
of  the  neighbors  as  fast  as  wanted;  to  till  the  said  land,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  forthwith  alienated,  measured, 
and  bounded  at  his  own  expense,  if  it  is  not  already  done;  to  suffer  the  roads  which  shall  be  thought  necessary  for 
the  public  utility;  to  make  line  fences,  as  it  shall  be  regulated;  and  to  pay  each  year  to  the  Receiver  of  his  Majesty  in 
Canada,  or  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  Receiver,  who  shall  reside  at  Detroit,  one  sol  quit-rent  for  each  arpent  in  front,  and 
tvirenty  sols  rent  for  each  twenty  arpents  in  superficies,  and,  besides,  half  a  bushel  of  wheat  for  two  arpents  in  front, 
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the  whole  payable  each  year  on  the  day  and  feast  of  St.  Martin,  the  first  year  of  which  shall  become  due  on  the  11th 
of  November,  1735:  the  said  quit-rent  bearing  profit  of  fees  for  right  of  alienation,  default,  and  fines,  with  all  otlier 
royai  and  seigneurial  rights,  when  the  case  may  be  agreeably  to  the  custom  of  the  precinct  and  vicinity  of  Paris.  It 
shall,  however,  be  lawful  for  him  to  pay  the  said  quit-rent  and  rent  in  peltries  at  the  Detroit  price,  until  a  current 
money  is  established;  reserving  on  the  said  farm,  above  conceded,  all  the  timber  which  His  Majesty  may  want  for 
the  construction  of  buildings  and  forts  which  may  hereafter  be  established;  as  also  the  property  in  the  mines  and 
minerals,  if  any  be  found,  within  the  extent  of  the  said  concession.  And  as  a  testimony  of  his  will.  His  Majesty 
has  ordered  me  to  expedite  the  present  brevet,  which  shall  be  registered  in  the  superior  council  of  Quebec,  to  have 
thereto  such  recourse,  as  it  shall  appertain,  and  which  he  has  signed  with  his  own  hand,  to  be  countersigned  by  me, 
his'Secretary  of  State,'and  of  his  commands  and  finances.    Signed  Louis,  and  underneath  Philippeaux. 

Registered  in  the  register  of  the  superior  council  of  New  France,  having  heard  the  Attorney  General  of  His 
Majesty,  agreeably  to  the  decree  of  this  day.  by  us,  counsellor,  secretary  of  the  King,  chief  cleric  of  the  council; 
undersiened  at  Quebec,  the  2Gth  September,  1785. 

DAINE. 

The  original  French  writings  produced  to  the  commissioners,  appear  to  have  been  for  only  three  acres  in  front. 
The  word  Irois  in  several  places  is  dashed  out  thus  —  and  the  word  giiatre  interlined;  a  few  other  alterations  are  also 
made  in  the  places  marked  in  this  copy. 

D. 

The  Marquis  De  LAjoNqtiiERE,  Knight  of  the  royal  military  order  of  St.  Lords,  Commodore  of  His  Majesty's  naval 
armies.  Governor  and  Lieutenant  General  for  the  King  in  all  New  France  and  countries  of  Louisiana;  Francis 
Bigot,  member  of  the  King's  council,  Intendant  of  Justice,  Police,  Finances,  and  of  the  Navy  in  said  countries. 
Upon  the  demands  made  to  us  by  Antoine  Robert,  an  inhabitant  on  the  strait  of  hike  Erie,  to  grant  and  concede 
him  a  piece  of  land  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  situate  on  the  said  lake  Erie,  joining  on  one  side 
towards  west-southwest,  the  land  of  the  named  Champagne,  bounded  by  a  line  running  north-northwest,  and  south- 
southeast,  on  the  other  side  towards  east-northeast,  the  land  of  M.  Navarre:  in  front  the  strait  of  lake  Erie,  and  in 
rear  a  line,  east-northeast,  and  west-southwest,  joining,  also,  unconceded  lands;  we,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  to  us 
jointly  given  by  His  Majesty,  have  given,  granted,  and  conceded,  do  give,  grant,^and  concede,  on  condition  of  quit- 
rent  and  I'ent,  from  this  day,  forever,  to  the  said  Antoine  Robert,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a  concession  of  a  piece  of  land, 
situate  on  the  strait  of  lake  Erie,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  courses 
before  designated;  to  enjoy  and  dispose  of  the  same,  by  the  said  Antoine  Robert,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  on  the 
charges,  clauses,  and  conditions,  hereafter,  to  wit:  that  the  said  Robert,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  obliged  to 
carry  his  grains  to  be  ground  at  the  common  mill,  when  one  shall  be  established,  on  pain  of  confiscation  of  the  said 
grains,  and  arbitrary  penalty;  to  inhabit  the  said  concession,  or  cause  it  to  be  inhabited,  within  one  year  from  this 
day,  at  furthest;  to  enclose  the  improvements  of  the  neighbors  as  fast  as  wanted;  to  till  the  land,  and  sufti^r  thereon 
(he  roads  which  will  be  thought  necessary  for  the  public  utility;  to  make  line  fences,  as  it  shall  be  regulated;  and  to 
pay  each  year  to  the  Receiver  of  the  King's  domain  in  this  country,  or  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  Receiver,  who  shall 
reside  at  Detroit,  one  sol  quit-rent  for  each  arpent  in  front,  and  twenty  sols  rent  for  each  twenty  arpents  in  super- 
ficies; making,  for  the  said  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  three  sols  quit-rent,  and  six  livres  rent,  and, 
besides,  three-fourths  of  a  bushel  of  wheat  for  the  said  three  arpents  in  front;  the  whole  payable  each  year  on  the 
day  and  feast  of  St.  Martin;  the  said  quit-rent  bearing  profit  of  fees,  for  right  of  alienation,  seisin,  and  fines, 
with  all  other  rights,  royal  and  seigneurial,  when  (he  case  may  be,  agreeably  to  the  custom  of  the  precinct  and 
vicinity  of  Paris.  It  shall,  however,  be  lawful  for  the  said  Antoine  Robert  to  pay  the  said  six  livres  rent,  and  three 
sols  quit-rent,  in  peltries  at  the  Detroit  price,  until  a  current  money  is  established;  reserving  in  the  King's  name, 
on  the  said  habitation,  all  the  timber  which  His  Majesty  may  want  for  the  construction  ol  buildings  and  forts, 
which  may  hereafter  be  established;  as  also,  the  property  in  the  mines  and  minerals,  if  any  be  found,  within  the 
extent  of  said  concession.  And  the  said  Robert,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  shall  be  obliged  to  cause  the  said  concession  to 
be  forthwith  marked  out,  measured,  and  bounded,  in  all  its  width  and  depth,  and  to  execute  all  the  clauses  inserted 
in  this  present  title,  and  to  take  a  brevet  of  confirmation  from  His  Majesty,  within  two  years,  on  pain  of  nullity  of 
these  presents. 

Done  and  given  at  Quebec,  the  first  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty. 

[l.  s.]    LAJONQUIERE.  [l.  s.]    BIGOT. 

By  my  Lords,  By  my  Lords, 

St.  Sauveur.  Deschesneaux. 


To  Messrs.  De  Celoron,  Knight  of  the  royal  and  military  order  of  St-  Louis,  Commandant  for  the  King  at  Fort 
Detroit;  Landrieve,  doing  the  duty  of  Commissary  and  Deputy  Intendant  of  Neiv  France,  in  the  said  place. 
The  inhabitants  of  Detroit  humbly  represent  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  mill,  situated  on  the  farm  of  Claude 
Campeau,  is  of  an  indispensable  necessity  and  convenience  for  the  public.  They  have  heard  that  the  named 
Cabacier,  an  inhabitant  ot  Detroit,  was  seeking  the  means  to  have  it  demolished,  under  the  pretext  that  the  corner 
of  his  meadow  was  inundated  by  the  said  mill.  It  is  easily  seen  that  it  is  by  a  spirit  of  incompatibility  and  contra- 
diction towards  his  neighbors:  for,  in  summer,  his  meadow  is  dry,  and,  in  winter,  the  water  has  its  natural  course, 
the  said  mill  not  going  on  account  of  the  ice. 

This  mill  was  constructed  by  the  consent  of  Monsieur  de  Boishebert,  formerly  commandant  in  this  fort,  as  a 
thing  useful  to  the  public,  and  a  long  time  before  the  concession  of  the  land  of  the  said  Cabacier.  If  this  mill  had 
given  any  prejudice  to  the  meadow  which  is  alongside  of  his  land,  the  first  proprietors  would  not  have  failed  to 
make  representations  on  that  subject:  the  said  mill  has  always  subsisted  till  now  without  any  interruption,  it  being, 
besides,  erected  on  the  land  of  its  proprietor. 

This  being  consideied,  may  it  please  you,  gentlemen,  taking  into  view  the  public  advantage  and  convenience, 
to  order  that  the  said  mill  shall  continue  as  before;  it  being,  besides,  the  only  one  handy  to  this  fort,  and  which 
goes  the  greatest  part  of  the  year;  to  forbid  said  Cabacier,  and  all  others,  to  attempt  any  depredation  on  the  said  mill, 
and  to  trouble  the  owner,  on  pain  of  damages,  costs,  and  interest,  and  you  shall  do  justice. 

PIERRE  REAUME,  JACQUES  CARDINAL, 

CHAPOTON,  CARLE  MORAN, 

LE  GRAND,  BELLE  PERCHE. 

JEAN  BAPTISIE  MALLET,  AVIDOW  CARRON, 

YACINTHE  REAUME,  ANTOINE  CAMPEAU, 

CECIRE,  JEAN  BORDE, 

JEAN  PILKT,  JEAN  BAPTISTE  CAMPEAUX, 

JACQUES  GODDELTE,  LABUTTE, 

BAPTISTE  GOYEAUX,  Jr.  JEAN  MILHOMME, 

NICHOLAS  LENOIR,  BARTHE, 

LAURENT  PARENT,  J.  BLONDEAU. 
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Having  seen  the  above,  and  no  title  having  appeared  to  us,  we  order  that  the  parties  do/ apply  to  the  Governor 
and  the  Intendant,  and  the  mill  shall  remain  in  its  present  situation,  until  the  decision  of  the  Governor  and  the 
Intendant  is  had. 

Done  at  Detroit,  the  30fh  June,  1753. 

LANDRIEVE,  CELORON. 

After  having  seen  the  foregoing  petition,  we  order  that  the  named  Campeaux  be  in  peaceable  possession  of  the 
said  mill,  having  given  due  regard  to  the  opinion  of  Messrs.  Celoron  and  Landrieve. 
Done  at  Montreal,  22d  August,  1753. 

DUQUESNE. 
E. 

TRANSLATION. 

We,  Commandant  for  the  King  at  Detroit,  &c.  upon  the  demand  made  to  us  by  Jacques  Pilet,  proprietor  of  the 
farm  above  conceded,  by  title  in  the  olher  part,  to  grant  him  a  continuati(m  of  forty  arpents  in  depth  at  the  end  of 
the  said  farm,  have,  by  virtue  of  the  power  in  us  vested  by  the  General,  given  and  conceded  to  said  Pilet  the  said 
continuation  of  two  arpents  in  width  by  forty  in  depth,  on  the  same  lines,  quit-rent  and  rent,  and  rights  of  servi- 
tudes, contained  in  the  aforesaid  deed,  the  first  payment  of  which  shall  become  due  on  the  1  ith  of  November,  1759. 
Moreover,  to  leave,  between  the  first  concession  and  the  said  continuation,  a  distance  of  thirty-six  feet  at  least,  to 
be  used  as  public  road  by  the  inhabitants  who  shall  obtain  the  continuations. 

Oone  at  Detroit,  the  15th  of  March,  1759. 

PIQUOTEE  DE    BELLESTRE. 

TRANSLATION. 

We,  Commandant,  &c.,  have  conceded  to  Baptiste  Reaume  a  piece  of  land  of  four  arpents  in  width,  and  forty 
in  depth,  this  side  of  river  Rouge,  adjoining  to  Dominique  Labrosse,  on  the  -east-northeast  side,  to  enjoy  the  same 
on  the  charges  which  shall  be  regulated  by  men  in  authority.     Done  at  Detroit,  1st  September,  1760. 

PIQUOTEE  DE  BELLESTRE. 

Seen  the  above  deed,  by  order  of  the  Commandant,  the  10th  day  of  September,  1770. 

P.  DEJEAN,  Notary. 

On  the  21st  day  of  Februaij,  A.  D.  1805,  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Barrois  was  taken  up,  and  the  notice  by  him 
filed  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Ofiice  being  read  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

The  children  and  heirs  of  Frangois  Barrois,  Jun.,  deceased,  formerly  of  Detroit,  and  since  of  Vincennes,  notify 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  that  they  claim,  as  such  heirs,  a  tract  of  land  below  Detroit  aforesaid, 
containing  about  four  acres  wide,  and  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Mr.  Navarre,  and  on 
the  other  side  by  lands  formerly  of  Monsieur  Dequindre;  which  said  tract  of  land  was  granted  and  conceded  by  the 
French  commandant,  then  at  Detroit,  to  the  said  Francois  Barrois,  by  deed  or  concession,  dated  the  1st  April,  1760, 
to  hold  the  same  to  him  whenever  the  Pattawatamie  Indians  should  abandon  or  leave  the  village  they  then  lived  on, 
and  which  was  then  situate  on  the  said  lands  so  granted,  and  which  they  have  long  since  done.  The  land  has  never 
been  surveyed.  Herewith  he  delivers  for  registry  the  original  grant  made  of  the  said  land  to  the  said  Francois  Bar- 
rois, on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  heirs. 

JEAN  BATISTE  BARROIS,  x  his  mark. 

Detroit,  6/A  November,  1804. 

The  evidence  adduced  by  the  claimant  in  support  thereof  was  also  read  and  considered,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz. 

TRANSLATION. 

We,  Commandant  for  the  King  at  Detroit,  have  conceded  to  Frangois  Barrois.  Jun.,  a  piece  of  land  of  three 
arpents  wide,  or  four  arpents  if  they  be  found,  by  forty  in  depth;  to  begin  from  the  boundary  of  the  farm  conceded 
to  Navarre,  near  the  Pattawatamies'  village,  in  going  towards  the  land  of  Mr.  Dequindre;  to  have  arid  to  hold  unto 
the  said  Barrois,  the  said  piece  of  land,  alter  the  Pattawatamies  have  changed  or  abandoned  their  village,  without 
which  condition  this  present  concession  shall  be  void,  not  understanding  to  dispossess  the  said  Indians  in  any  man- 
ner. And  the  said  Barrois  shall  enjoy  the  said  land,  on  the  aforesaid  conditions,  and  such  servitudes  as  shall  be 
regulated  by  persons  in  power  to  do  it.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  expedited  him  the  present  title,  which  will 
be  in  lieu  of  provisory  deed.    At  Detroit,  the  1st  April,  1760. 

PIQUOTEE  DE  BELLESTRE. 

F. 

On  Monday,  the  2d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1805. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  claims  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  the  late  Wm.  McComb,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  the  notice  filed  by  the  said  heirs  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  being  read,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract,  viz. 

"John,  William,  and  David  McComb  claim  an  island  situate  in  the  strait  about  three  miles  above  Detroit, 
commonly  called  Hog  island,  containing,  by  Mr.  Boyd,  who  surveyed  it  in  1771,  seven  hundred  and  four  acres,  by 
purchase  from  the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  nations  of  Indians,  who,  in  council,  under  the  direction  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  Gage,  Commander-in-chief  of  all  His  said  Majesty's  forces  in  North  America,  for 
that  purpose,  did  convey  the  same  to  Lieutenant  George  McDougall,  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1769,  whose  heirs  sold 
the  same  to  Wm.  McComb  on  the  11th  of  November,  1793." 

The  following  instrument  of  writing,  together  with  the  deeds,  whereof  mention  is  hereinafter  made,  presented 
to  the  Register,  and  recorded  as  evidence  of  the  claim  aforesaid,  were  also  read  and  considered  by  the  commis- 
sioners, VIZ. 

By  an  order  of  His  Majesty  and  council,  dated  at  St.  James's,  May  4th,  1768,  transmitted  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Gage,  Major  General  and  Commander-in-chief  of  all  His  Majesty's  forces  in  North  America,  &c.  &c.  ordering  that 
he  shall  put  Lieutenant  George  McDougall,  late  of  the  60th  regiment,  in  possession  of  Hog  island,  situated  and 
lying  in  Detroit  river,  three  miles  above  the  fort  of  Detroit,  piovided  that  can  be  done  without  umbrage  to  the  Indians, 
and  upon  consideration  that  the  improvements  projected  by  the  petitioner  be  directed  to  the  more  easy  and  effectual 
supply  of  His  Majesty's  fort  and  garrison  maintained  at  Detroit.  The  Commander-in-chief  having  transmitted  the 
same  to  George  Turnbull,  Esq.  captain  in  the  60th  regiment,  commanding  at  Detroit,  that  he  shall  see  the  same 
executed  by  being  present  when  the  said  George  McDougall  shall  receive  a  deed  from  the  Indians  for  the  said 
island,  &c. 

By  virtue  of  the  above  order,  this  indenture,  made  by  and  between  Lieutenant  Geofge  McDougall,  late  of  the 
60th  regiment,  of  the  one  part,  and  Oketchewandug,  Couttawin,  Ottawachin,  chiefs  of  the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa 
nations  of  Indians,  in  the  other  part,  do  for  ourselves,  and  by  the  consent  of  the  whole  of  the  said  nations  ot  Indians, 
witnesseth,  that  the  said  chiefs,  for  and  in  consideration  of  five  barrels  of  rum,  three  rolls  of  tobacco,  three  pounds  of 
vermilion,  and  a  belt  of  wampum,  and  three  barrels  of  rum,  and  three  pounds  of  pajnt,  when  possession  was  taken, 
valued  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds  ten  shillings,  current  money  of  the  province  of  New  York,  to  them  in 
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hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  the  said  Indians  chiefs  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  granted,  bargained,  sold,  alien- 
ated, and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  hereby  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  George 
McDougall,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  the  aforesaid  island,  that  he  may  settle,  cultivate, or  otherwise  employ  to 
His  &*  Majesty's  advantage,  as  he  shall  think  proper,  the  aforesaid  island  in  Detroit  river,  about  three  miles  above 
•  the  fort,  together  with  all  tlie  houses,  out-houses,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  on  the  said  island,  messuage,  and 
tenement,  and  premises  belonging,  or  in  any  ways  appertaining;  and  also  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder 
and  remainders,  rents  and  services  of  the  said  premises,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  claim, 
and  demands,  whatsoever,  of  them,  the  said  Indians,  of,  in,  and  to  the  said  messuage,  tenement,  and  premises,  and 
every  part  thereof.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  messuage  or  tenement,  and  all  and  singular  the  said  premises 
above  mentioned,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  tlie  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  George  McDougall,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  we,  the  above  mentioned  chiefs,  do  hereby  engage  ourselves,  our  heirs,  our  nations, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  forever,  to  warrant  and  defend  the  property  'of  the  said  island  unto  the  said 
George  McDougall,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  forever  against  us  or  any  person  whatever 
ciaiinuig  any  right  or  title  thereto. 

OKITCHEWANONG,  x 
COUTTAWGIN,  x 
OTTOWACHKIN.  x 

George  Turnbull,  Captain  2d  battalion,  60th  reg't,  commanding,  f 

Daniel  McAlpw,  Lieutenant  2d  battalion,  60lhreg't.  ^Witnesses. 

Joii};  Amiel,  JEnsign  2d  battalion,  60th  Teg''l-  j 

Detroit,  5th  May,  17C9. 

Received  and  recorded  in  the  Register's  Office,  in  Quebec,  on  Thursday,  the  23d  day  of  January,  1777,  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  English  register,  letter  E,  page  616. 

GEO.  ALLSOPP. 

A  deed  of  feofi'ment,  executed  by  John  Robert  McDougall,  conveying  a  moiety  of  said  island,  in  fee  simple,  to 
William  McComb,  containing  a  clause  of  warranty  against  himself,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  dated  the  11th  day  of 
November,  179-3,  with  a  memorandum  of  livery  of  seisin  endorsed  on  the  back  of  said  deed. 

Also,  a  deed  of  giftfrom  George  McDougall  to  John  Robert  McDougall,  for  a  moiety  of  said  island,  with  the  like 
clause  of  warranty  therein,  and  the  like  memorandum  of  livery  of  seisin  endorsed  thereon,  dated  the  6th  day  of 
January,  1794. 

Also,  a  deed  of  feoffment,  executed  by  John  Robert  McDougall,  conveying  and  transferring  the  other  moiety  of 
said  island  to  the  said  William  McComb,  in  fee  simple,  containing  a  clause  of  warranty  against  the  feofTer,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  with  a  memorandum  of  livery  of  seisin  endorsed  thereon,  dated  the  7th  day  of  April,  1794. 

The  claimants  then  brought  forward  George  Meldrura  to  be  examined  as  a  witness  with  regard  to  Hog  island, 
who,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  late  Lieutenant  McDougall  built  on  this  island  a  dwelling-house,  and 
sundiy  out-houses  about  the  year  1770  or  1771.  About  the  same  time,  one  Cassety,  as  a  tenant  of  the  said  McDou- 
gall, went  on  a  part  of  these  lands,  who,  in  the  course  of  some  few  of  the  following  years,  cultivated  about  thirty 
acres,  and,  as  well  as  this  deponent  recollects,  built  a  small  house;  said  Cassety  was  succeeded  by  one  Ridley,  and 
the  said  island  has  been  constantly  occupied  by  successive  tenants  of  the  said  McDougall  and  McComb  families  to 
the  present  day. 

At  the  request  of  the  claimants,  the  said  claims,  generally,  were  continued  for  further  investigation. 

On  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1805,  the  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  fourth  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representativesof  the  late  William  McComb,  deceased,  being  again  under 
consideration, 

John  Laughton  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness,  who,  being  sworn  and  examined,  deposed  and  said,  with 
respect  to  Hog  island,  that,  in  the  year  1776,  he,  the  deponent,  leased  the  said  island  of  one  Cassety,  who  at  that 
time  held  it  under  the  lease  of  the  late  Lieutenant  McDougall.  When  in  occupation  of  the  said  island,  he,  the  said 
deponent,  was  ousted  of  his  possession  by  the  orders  of  Colonel  De  Peyster,  then  the  commanding  officer  at  Detroit, 
who  put  thereon  some  prisoners  brought  to  his  garrison  by  the  Indians.  The  late  William  McComb,  as  the  guardian 
of  the  then  infant  sons  of  the  said  McDougall,  petitioned  General  Haldiman  for  redress,  who  ordered  the  said 
iMcComb  to  be  again  put  into  the  possession  thereof.  The  deponent  also  recollects  that  Colonel  De  Peyster,  on 
restoring  the  said  island,  left  with  the  said  McComb  a  barn,  erected  at  the  expense  of  Government,  and  a  scow,  as 
a  compensation  for  the  disseisin.  This  property,  the  deponent  imagines,  must  have  been  worth  about  twelve  or 
fourteen  hundred  pounds.  When  the  deponent  went  first  to  this  island,  there  were  two  farms  thereon,  each  of 
which  was  improved  with  a  dwelling-house,  and,  inclusively,  had  about  eighty  acres  of  cultivated  land,  and  two 
large  barns. 

John  Robert  McDougall  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  with  respect  to  Hog  island,  that  some  short  time  after 
Colonel  De  Peyster  had  taken  forcible  possession  of  this  island,  that  officer  was  desirous  of  purchasing  it  for  the  use 
of  the  Government,  and  made  an  otter  to  this  deponent  and  his  mother  of  six  hundred  guineas  therefor;  these  terms 
were,  however,  rejected.  The  said  De  Peyster  then  paid  to  Alexander  McComb  a  quantity  of  corn,  as  the  rent  of 
said  island,  for  which  said  McComb,  as  guardian  of  the  infant  children  of  this  said  deponent's  late  father,  afterwards 
accounted.  Some  few  years  before  the  evacuation  of  this  garrison  by  the  British  troops.  Major  Claus,  commanding 
Detroit,  put  a  number  of  cattle  on  the  said  island  to  pasture,  for  which  damages  were  awarded  to  the  deponent  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  upper  province  of  Canada. 

The  order  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  referred  to  in  the  instrument  of  writing 
executed  by  the  Indians  therein  named,  was  this  day  produced  by  the  claimants  as  evidence  of  their  title  to  the  said 
island,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

[l.  s.]  At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  ith  day  of  May,  1768. 

Present:  7%e  Eing^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

Lord  President,  Earl  of  Huntington,  Viscount  Clare, 

Duke  of  Grafton,  Earl  of  Denbigh,  Viscount  Villiers, 

Duke  of  Ancaster,  Earl  of  Shelburne,  Welbore  Ellis,  Esq. 

Duke  of  Northumberland,  Viscount  Weymouth,  Richard  Rigby,  Esq. 

Marquis  of  Granby,  Viscount  Falmouth,  Thomas  Townshend,  Esq. 

Lord  Chamberlain,  Viscount  Howe,  George  Onslow,  Esq. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  board  a  report  for  the  right  honorable  the  lords  of  the  committee  of 
council  for  plantation  affairs,  dated  the  3d  of  this  instant,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

Your  Majesty  having  been  pleased,  by  your  order  in  council  of  the  12th  of  December,  1767,  to  refer  unto  this  com- 
mittee the  humble  petition  of  Lieutenant  George  McDougall,  of  the  royal  American  regiment,  on  half  pay,  praying, 
for  the  reasons  therein  contained,  that  your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant  to  him  a  certain  small  island, 
three  miles  above  Detroit,  called  Hog  island.  The  lords  of  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  your  Majesty's  said 
order  of  reference,  did,  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  take  the  said  petition  into  their  consideration,  and  thought  proper 

•  This  "  &"  appears  evidently  to  have  been  inserted  after  the  above  instrument  was  written,  if  not  after  the  same  was  executed, 
for  it  is  written  on  an  erasure,  and  renders  the  sense  thereof  somewhat  less  clear  and  perspicuous  than  what  it  must  have  been 
before.     There  is  no  memorandum  made  of  the  erasure,  nor  of  another  interlineation  which  is  in  the  instrument. 
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to  refer  the  same  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  trade  and  plantations,  who  have  thereupon  reported  to  this  committee: 
"  That  the  abovementionpd  island,  lying  within  that  territory,  which,  by  your  Majesty's  proclamation  of  the  7th  ot 
October,  1763,  is  reserved  and  set  aside  as  hunting  grounds  for  the  several  tribes  of  Indians,  it  follows  that  no  abso- 
lute grant  of  the  same  can  be  made,  consistently  with  the  terms  and  reservations  of  the  said  proclamation;  and. 
therefore,  it  will  not  be  advisable  fur  your  Majesty  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  as  to  this  particular, 
in  its  full  extent;  but,  as  the  merits  of  the  petitioner,  in  clearing  part  of  the  said  island,  building  a  house,  and  mak- 
ing a  settlement  thereon,  in  consequence  of  permission  obtained  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Detroit,  in  1761 
appear  to  be  true;  and  as  he  has  sustained  considerable  damage  by  being  dispossessed  of  these  improvements  by  the 
savages  in  the  subsequent  war,  more  especially,  as  it  is  evident  that  considerable  savings  may  be,  and  actually  have 
been,  made  in  the  articles  of  supply  and  provision  for  the  garrison  at  Detroit,  by  stocking  and  cultivating  lands  in 
the  neighborhood  thereof,  the  said  lords  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  advantages  may  be  derived  to  the  public 
service  from  the  settlement  and  improvements  of  this  island;  and  as  the  petitioner,  as  well  from  his  intercourse  and 
acquaintance  with  the  Indians,  as  by  his  interest  and  connexions  in  those  parts,  (he  being  married  and  havin"  a 
wife  and  family  now  residing  at  Detroit,)  doth  appear  both  able  and  willing  to  carry  his  proposals  into  execution* 
and  as  it  is  represented  that  the  said  island,  though  within  the  limits  of  the  [ndian  territory,  yet  has  always  been 
considered  as  an  appendage  to  the  fort,  the  said  lords  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  every  encouragement  should 
be  given  to  him  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  island,  as  far  as  the  tenor  of  the  proclamation  above  recited  will  allow- 
and  this  they  think  can  best  be  done  by  referring  the  matter  to  the  Commander-in-chief  in  America,  recommending 
to  him  to  allow  the  petitioner  a  temporary  occupation  of  the  said  island,  so  long  as  your  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to 
continuean  establishment  at  Detroit;  provided  this  can  be  done  without  umbrage  to  the  Indians,  and  upon  considera- 
tion that  the  impiovements  projected  by  the  petitioner  will  be  directed  to  the  more  easy  and  eflectual  supply  of 
your  Majesty's  fort  and  garrison  maintained  at  Detroit." 

The  lords  of  the  conmiittee,  upon  consideration  thereof,  do  humbly  report  to  your  Majesty  that  they  agice  in 
opinion  with  the  loids  commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  and  thereupon  humbly  propose  that  your  Majesty 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  the  Commander-in-chief  of  your  Majesty's  forces  in  America,  for  the  time  bein", 
to  allow  the  petitioner  a  temporary  occupation  of  the  said  island,  so  long  as  your  Majesty  shall  think  tit  to  continue 
an  establishment  at  Detroit;  provided  this  can  be  done  without  umbrage  to  the  Indians,  and  upon  consideration  that 
the  improvements  projected  by  the  petitioner  will  be  directed  to  the  more  easy  and  ettectual  supply  of  your  Majes- 
ty's fort  and  garrison  maintained  at  Detroit. 

His  Majesty,  taking  the  said  report  into  consideration,  was  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  to 
approve  thereof,  and  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Commander-in-chief  of  His  Majesty's  forces  in  Ame- 
rica, for  the  time  being,  do  allow  the  petitioner  a  temporary  occupation  of  the  said  island,  so  long  as  His  Majesty  shall 
think  fit  to  continue  an  establishment  at  Detroit;  provided  the  same  can  be  done  without  umbrage  to  the  Indians, 
and  upon  consideration  that  the  improvements  projected  by  the  petitioner  be  directed  to  the  more  easy  and  effectual 
supply  of  His  Majesty's  fort  and  garrison  maintained  at  Detroit.  Whereof  the  Commander-in-chief  of  His  Majesty's 
forces  in  America,  for  the  time  being,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  take  notice,  and  govern  themselves 
accordingly. 

WM.  BLAIR. 

Received  and  recorded  in  the  Register's  Office,  in  Quebec,  on  Thursday,  the  23d  day  of  January,  1777,  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  English  register,  letter  E,  page  612. 

GEO.  ALLSOPP. 

A  writing,  purporting  to  be  a  "  paragraph  of  General  Gage's  letter  to  Captain  Turnbull,  of  the  29th  August, 
1768,  relating-  to  Hog  island,  given  to  Mr.  McDougall  by  His  Majesty  and  council,"  was  also  exhibited  as  evidence 
of  the  claim  aforesaid,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

As  Mr.  McDougall's  occupying  these  lands  depends  upon  the  suffrage  of  the  Indians,  who  have  claims  thereto, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  those  Indians  should  be  collected  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  McDougall,  and  publicly  signify 
to  you,  or  rather  give  a  written  acknowledgment  of  their  consenting  to  the  cession  of  those  lands  in  favor  of  Mr. 
McDougall. 

You  are  to  contract  no  expense  upon  this  account:  the  collecting  and  supporting  these  Indians  must  be  the  act  of 
Mr.  McDougall,  or  his  frienils.  In  his  absence,  you  are  only  to  acquaint  them  that  you  cannot  admit  them  to  take 
possession  till  you  are  satisfied  of  the  Indians'  intention,  and  acquiescence  therein. 

This  must  be  a  solemn  act,  performed,  in  your  presence,  by  Indians  concerned  in  the  property  of  the  lands,  to 
which  they  must  sign  the  marks  of  their  tribes:  and  you  will  certify  the  same  to  be  done  by  you,  and  under  my 
authority,  and  in  your  presence.  Their  permission  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  had  to  people  the  island  for  cultiva- 
tion: for  every  necessary  particular  should  be  mentioned  in  the  writing  for  the  cession  of  these  lands,  and  the  whole 
fully  and  distinctly  explained  to  the  Indians,  to  prevent  future  claimi  or  disputes.  You  are  likewise  to  attend  to 
the  nature  of  the  improvements  carried  on  by  Mr.  McDougall,  and  see  that  they  are  such  as  may,  when  called  upon, 
serve  to  the  purposes  intended,  of  an  effectual  and  easy  support  of  the  garrison  at  Detroit. 

GEORGE  TURNBULL,  Capl.idBat.  mliReg't. 

Received  and  recorded  in  the  Register's  Office,  in  Quebec,  on  Thursday,  23d  of  January,  1777,  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  in  the  English  register,  letter  E,  page  615. 

GEO.  ALLSOPP. 

And,  thereupon,  the  commissioners,  having  maturely  weighed  and  considered  all  the  evidence  adduced  by  the 
claimants  in  support  of  their  title  to  Hog  island,'  It  is,  &c.     (Decision.) 

G. 

I,  Arent  Scuyler  De  Peyster,  commanding  the  King's  or  eighth  regiment,  and  the  posts  occupied  by  it  on  the 
different  communications,  by  the  authority  in  me  vested,  as  a  means  of  improving  the  appearances  in  the  tiont  of  the 
fortifications  and  grand  parade,  by  improving  and  cultivating  the  ground  adjacent,  bounding  the  town  of  Detroit  to 
the  northwest,  do  grant,  by  these  presents,  unto  Captain  Henry  Bird,  of  the  King's  or  eighth  regiment,  and  unto 
his  heirs  and  assign^,  forever,  a  lot  of  ground,  beginning  at  the  northwest  end  of  St.  Honore  street,  and  on  the  east 
side,  continuing  in  a  line  with  said  street  as  far  as  the  run  or  ditch  which  terminates  the  grand  parade;  then,  turning 
towards  the  east,  and  bounded  by  the  said  run,  continues  as  far  as  the  fence  which  encloses  that  part  of  the  King'.? 

farden  occupied  by  the  officers  of  the  eighth  regiment;  thence,  returning  by  the  side  of  said  fence,  as  far  as  the 
ang's  stables,  and  following  the  division  in  front  of  said  stables,  as  they  now  stand,  to  the  side  of street; 

the  whole  lot  containing  2,029  square  yards,  more  or  less. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  20th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1781. 

A.  S.  DE  PEYSTER,  Major  King's  Reg't,  Commands. 
Registered  in  the  register  of  Detroit,  No.  2,  pages  299  and  300,  by  me, 

T.  WILLIAMS,  Recorder. 
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Quebec,  15th  October,  1784. 

Captain  Bird,  of  the  King's  or  eiglith  regiment,  having  memorialised  his  excellency  General  Haldimand  to 
confirm  a  "rant  made  to  him  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  De  Peyster,  of  a  small  lot  of  land  and  house,  at  Detroit,  (for- 
merly a  blacksmith's  shop,)  described  therein,  I  am  commanded  by  his  excellency  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  considera- 
tion of  Captain  Bird's  particular  services  at  Detroit,  and  of  his  having  been  at  some  expense  in  fitting  up  the  said 
house  he  is  pleased  to  relinquish  to  him  all  right  to  it,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  and  desire  that  you  w\\\  put  him  in 
possession  of  it  accordingly.  ,  ,       l, 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

R.  MATTHEWS,  Secretary. 
Lieutenant  Governor  Hay. 

H. 

On  the  28th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1805,  tlie  claim  of  Elijah  Brush,  trustee  for  Alexander  McKee,  was  taken 
up,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  being  read  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

To  George  Hoffman,  Esq.  Register  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  District  of  Detroit. 

Detroit,  December  24,  1804. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  11th  of  March,  1804,  making  provision 
for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  said  territory,  and  for  other  purposes,  I  hereby  make  entry  of  a  certain  mes- 
suage and  tenement,  situate,  lying,  and  being  upon  Detroit  river,  in  the  township  of  Detroit  aforesaid,  containing 
ninety-three  feet  in  front  on  said  river,  and  eighty-two  and  a  half  feet  in  rear,  by  three  hundred  and  three  and  a 
half  feet  on  the  northeast  side,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  feet  on  the  southwest  side;  which  I  hold  and 
claim,  as  trustee  to  Alexander  McKee  the  younger,  by  gift  from  his  father,  Thomas  McKee,  who  l\eld  by  the 
descent,  as  the  only  legitimate  heir  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Alexander  McKee,  deceased,  who  also  held  said  lot  of 
land  bv  gift  from  the  British  Government,  for  his  services  and  losses  in  that  Government. 

^  ^  E.  BRUSH. 

Quebec,  September  9, 1785. 

The  evidence  adduced  by  said  claimant,  in  support  thereof,  was  also  read  and  considered,  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

Whereas,  Matthew  Elliott  has,  for  some  time,  occupied  a  certain  lot  lying  near  the  dock  yard  at  Detroit,  by  the 
water  side;  this  is  to  signify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that,  if  any  person  has  pretensions  to  the  aforesaid  lot, 
they  are  to  produce  their  titles,  otherwise  the  said  Matthew  Elliott  is  to  hold  peaceable  possession  thereof,  until 
further  orders. 

Given  under  ray  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  the  castle  of  St.  Louis. 

HENRY  HAMILTON. 
Note.— With  a  wafer  seal  appendant. 

Detroit,  May  26,  1786. 

Description  of  a  lot  of  ground  situated  next  to  His  Majesty's  ship  yard  at  Detroit,  bounded  on  the  front  by 
the  King's  domain;  in  the  rear  by  the  river;  and  on  the  east-northeast  by  a  lot  occupied  by  Captain  Lamothe,  of 
the  Indian  Department.  Course? — west,  nineteen,  southerly  three  hundred  and  forty-five  feet;  south,  twentv, 
westerly  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet;  east,  nineteen,  northerly  three  hundred  and  forty-five  feet;  north, 
twenty,  westerly  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  containing,  in  all,  ninety-four  thou 
,  sand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet,  more  or  less. 

PHIL.  R.  FRY,  Deputy  Surveyor. 

Registered,  page  374,  in  Reg.  B,  by  me,  this  24th  day  of  May,  1790. 

T.  SMITH,  C.  U.  Fleas,  District  of  Hesse. 

The  deed  of  gift  of  Thomas  McKee  to  Elijah  Brush,  in  trust  for  Alexander  McKee  the  younger,  was  produced 
by  the  claimant,  and  read  and  considered  by  the  commissioners. 

The  claimant  has  not  produced  a  deed  conveying  the  said  lot  of  ground  from  Matthew  Elliott  to  Thomas 
McKee. 

I. 

To  all  tlie  Inhabitants  occupying  lots  next  the  water  sides. 
Gentlemen: 

As  the  vacant  spaces  of  ground  lying  between  each  of  your  lots  and  the  water  side,  now  occupied  with  all 
sorts  of  filth,  and  become  a  public  nuisance,  should  be  removed,  if  you  will  go  to  the  expense  of  filling  up  the  whole 
of  them  with  good  earth,  and  render  it  an  even  suiface,  at  the  same  time  extending  your  lots  with  fences,  so  as  to 
leave  only  a  passage  for  carts  between  them  and  the  water  edge,  you  shall  have  such  spaces  of  ground  in  lieu  of  the 
expense  you  may  be  at;  but  it  you  do  not  choose  to  occupy  them  on  these  conditions,  let  me  know,  and  I  will  give 
them  to  others,  for  I  can  no  longer  suffer  them  to  remain  as  they  now  are. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  this  1st  day  of  June,  1782. 

A.  S.  DE  PEYSTER,  Major, 
Commanding  Detroit  and  its  dependencies. 


On  the  8th  day  of  March,  1805,  the  claim  of  George  Meldrum  was  taken  up  and  read,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit: 

George  Hoffman,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  I  enter  in  your  office  a  permission  of  Arent  De  Peyster,  conimandant  of  Detroit 
and  its  dependencies,  to  Petei\,Cumming,  to  build  on  a  lot  of  ground,  eighty  feet  in  front,  on  river  Detroit,  bounded 
on  the  south  by  the  ship  yard,  and  on  the  north  by  Col.  McKee,  running  to  the  road,  bearing  date  1st  September, 
1783.  And  likewise  transfer  to  John  Laughton,  and  by  said  Laughton's  deed  to  Meldrum  and  Park,  bearing  date 
5th  of  March,  1793,  and  am,  with  respect,  &c. 

Yours,  &c.  GEORGE  MELDRUM. 

And  thereupon  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  claimant,  in  support  thereof,  was  also  read  and  considered,  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit  : 
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To  all  concerned. 

For  and  on  account  of  the  good  character  of  Peter  Gumming,  late  ship  builder  in  His  Majesty's  yard,  I  do  per- 
mit him  to  build  on  a  lot  of  ground  lying  to  the  northwest  of  the  ship  yard;  eighty  feet  in  front  on  the  river;  thence, 
back  to  the  highway,  and  thence  to  the  ship  yard  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Detroit,  this  1st  day  of  September,  1783. 

A.  S.  De  PEYSTER,  Lieul.  Col.  King's  Regt. 
Commandant  at  Detroit,  ^-c. 
Registered  in  the  Register  at  Detroit,  No.  2,  page  342,  by  me, 

T.WILLIAMS,  Rec. 

The  claimant  produced  also  a  deed  of  transfer  from  Peter  Gumming  to  John  Laughton,  dated  2Gth  August  178S; 
and  also  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  executed  by  John  Laughton  to  Meldrum  and  Park,  dated  the  5th°of  March 
1793:  which  deeds  were  read  and  considered.  ' 

Whereupon  it  is  considered  by  the  commissioners,  that,  &c. 


On  the  21st  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1805,  the  claim  of  Robert  Navarre  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  the 
notice  by  him  filed  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  was  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Detroit,  n/A/Jccemfter,  1804. 
"George  Hoffman,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit: 

"  Please  to  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  the  farm  on  which  I  now  live,  the  deed  of  which  I  enter  into  your 
office,  to  be  recorded,  with  all  the  vouchers,  to  wit: 

"No.  1.  Original  Indian  deed.  No.  2.  Survey.  No.  3.  Receipt  of  the  King's  Receiver.  No.  4.  Confirmation 
of  title  by  Major  Basset,  Commandant,  &c." 

And,  thereupon,  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  claimant  in  support  thereof,  being  also  read,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

TRANSLATION'. 

No.  1.  We,  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  of  the  Pattawatamie  nation,  at  Detroit,  have  deliberated  and  given,  of  our  free 
will,  a  piece  of  land  of  four  arpents  in  width,  by  the  whole  depth,  situate  at  our  ancient  village,  to  Robiche,  son  of  the 
scrivener.  We  give  him  this  land  forever,  that  he  may  cultivate  the  same,  light  a  tire  thereon,  and  take  care  of  our 
dead;  and  for  surety  of  our  words  we  have  made  our  marks,  supported  by  two  branches  of  wampum. 

[Signed  in  the  original  by  twelve  chiefs.] 

Ratified  by  the  Honorable  Henry  Basset,  Commandant  at  Detroit,  15th  July,  1772,  in  presence  of  Mr.  George 
MtDougall,of  the  Pattawatamie  chiefs,  and  Robert  Navarre,  Jun'r,  put  in  possession  in  the  forms  prescribed,  in  the 
name  of  His  Majesty,  and  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  his  excellency. 

No.  2.  I,  the  undersigned,  doing  the  duty  of  Surveyor,  at  Detroit,  with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Henry  Basset, 
Major  Commandant  at  Detroit  and  dependencies,  do  certity  that  I  have  bounded  and  alineated  a  piece  of  land  of 
four  arpents  in  width,  conceded  this  day  (28th  July,  1772)  to  Robert  Navarre,  Jun'r,  situate  on  the  river  Detroit,  at 
the  ancient  village  of  the  Pattawatamies,  joining  on  the  E.  N.  E.  Jacques  Godfroy,  and  on  the  W.  S.  W.  vacant 
land,  where  I  have  placed  a  bound,  with  witnesses  underneath.  I  have  also  alineated  the  said  piece  of  land,  in 
front,  by  a  line  running  E.  N.  E.  and  W.  S-  W.  and  in  depth  by  a  line  N.  N.  W.  and  S.  S.  E.  counting  eighteen 
feet  per  pole,  and  ten  poles  for  each  arpent,  measure  of  this  place:  which  shall  be  verified  when  necessary. 

Done  at  Detroit,  28th  July,  1772. 

CHARLES  GOUtN,  Jun. 

r^'^'^M^n""''        1  witnesses. 
Geo.  McDougall,3 

No.  3.  Received  of  Robert  Navarre,  Junr.  the  quit-rent  and  rent  for  a  piece  of  land  of  four  arpents  in  width, 
which  has  lately  been^confirmed  to  him,  and  conceded  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty,  by  Mr.  ]3asset.  Major  Comman- 
dant at  Detroit,  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  his  excellency  General  Gage;  these  quit-rent  and  rent  due  for  the  first 
year,  the  Uth  November  last,  1772. 

Done  at  Detroit,  the  2d  of  January,  1773. 

JAMES  STERLING, 
Receiver  of  the  King's  domain. 
Idem  for  the  year  1773. 

JAMES  STERLING. 
Received  at  the  same  time  of  Mr.  Robert  Navarre,  the  father,  the  quit-rent  and  rent  for  his  three  arpents  of 
land,  for  the  same  year,  1773. 

JAMES  STERLING. 
Received  idem  of  the  son,  for  the  year  due  on  the  Uth  of  November,  1773. 

JAMES  STERLING. 
No.  4.  Robert  Navarre,  Junr.  is  permitted  to  cut,  on  the  unconceded  lands,  the  timber  necessary  to  enclose  the 
concession  which  has  been  made  to  him  in  the  King's  name,  by  order  of  his  excellency. 
Given  at  Detroit,  the  24th  December,  1772. 

HENRY  BASSET,  Major  and  Commandant. 

M. 

On  the  2lst  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1805,  the  claim  of  Pierre  Descontes  del  Labadi  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  was  read  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

"  Detroit,  19th  November,  1804. 
"  George  Hoffman,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit: 
"  Sir: 

"  Please  to  take  notice  that  I  do  enter  into  your  office  a  farm  on  which  I  now  live,  consisting  of  three  arpents 
in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  on  the  E.  N.  E.  by  the  farm  of  Robert  Navarre, 
Esq.  alias  Robiche,  and  on  the  W.  S.  W.  by  the  farm  formerly  the  property  of  Mrs.  widow  Du  May,  and  now  the 
property  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Alexis  Campeau;  which  farm  was  sold  to  me,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  by  Joseph 
Portier  Benac,  by  a  deed  of  baigain  and  sale,  executed  at  Detroit  the  29th  January,  1781. 

"  Joseph  Portier  Benac  had  bought  the  said  farm  of  Isidore  Chene,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  by  deed  of  bar- 
gain and  sale,  executed  at  Detroit  the  3d  October,  1778. 
36  p 
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"  And  Isidore  Chene  had  it  by  a  deed  of  gift,  executed  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Pattawatamie  nation  of  Indians,  at 
Detroit,  the  27th  day  of  May,  1776;  which  deed  of  gift  was  executed  with  the  permission  of  Henry  Hamilton,  then 
Governor  and  Superintendent.  When  Joseph  Portier  Benac  purchased  of  Isidore  Chene,  he  paid  to  the  King's 
Receiver  (Thomas  Williams)  twenty-one  pounds  live  shillings  and  nine  pence,  for  the  lods  el  ventes,  i.e.  for  fines  of 
alienation. 

"  When  T  purchased  I  paid  the  said  fines  to  William  Monforton,  who  was  then  the  King's  Receiver. 

"  or  the  truth  of  the  above  statement,  I  am  ready  and  do  ofter  to  give  substantial  proofs,  in  writing,  either  by 
original  or  from  public  records." 

And,  (hereupon,  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  claimant  in  support  thereof,  being  also  read  and  considered  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

[translation.] 

We,  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  (he  Pattawatamie  nation,  at  Detroit,  after  havmg  deliberated,  have,  of  our  free  will, 
given  to  Isidore  Chene,  forever,  the  piece  of  land  between  that  given  by  us  to  Robiche  and  that  also  given  to  the 
widow  Du  May,  that  he  may  cultivate  the  same,  and  take  care  of  our  dead  buried  thereon;  and  for  surety  of  our 
parole,  we  have  made  our  marks  underneath,  supported  by  two  branches  of  wampum;  and  the  principal  chiefs  have 
signed  or  made  their  marks  on  the  minutes  of  these  presents. 

P.  DEJEAN, 
Notary  and  Recorder  for  Detroit- 
Detroit,  27M  May,  177G. 

,  A  true  copy  from  the  old  register,  folio  397. 

R.  Pollard,  Register  W.  D. 

This  is  to  certify  tijat  Wawerattan,  chief  of  the  Pattawatamie  nation,  having  applied  to  me  for  liberty  to  cede  a 
lot  of  land  of  three  acres  in  front,  in  that  part  of  the  settlemenl;  of  Detroit  called  the  Pattawatamies  village,  to  Isi- 
dore Chene,  an  inhabitant  of  Detroit,  I  have  allowed  to  said  Isidore  Chene  to  take  possession  of  it,  and  to  occupy 
the  said  lot  till  notice  be  given  to  him  to  restore  the  same,  according  to  such  orders  as  may  be  given  him  to  restore 
the  same  relative  to  the  cession  of  lands  by  his  excellency  the  General  Governor  of  the  province.  Given  under 
my  hand, 

HENRY  HAMILTON, 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Superintendent. 
A  true  copy  from  the  register,  folio  397. 

R.  Pollard,  Register  W.  D. 

•     N.        ' 

This  grant  is  ceded  to  Joseph  Howard  and  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  for  a  space  of  laud 
with  the  following  limited  right  and  title,  viz:  That  the  said  Joseph  Howard  is  to  have,  hold,  and  possess,  with  full 
and  free  powers  to  convey,  sell,  or  dispose  of  said  lands  without  fees  or  burthens  whatsoever,  (excepting  the  regis- 
tering of  this  deed  in  the  office  of  the  Notary  Public)  during  the  pleasure  of  His  Majesty  or  the  Governor  and  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  province  of  Quebec;  and  by  these  presents,  he,  the  said  Joseph  Howard,  stands,  and  sljall 
stand,  of  right,  lawfully,  solely,  and  absolutely  seized  of  and  in  the  land  and  lot,  with  the  appurtenances,  of  a  good, 
sure,  lawful,  rightful,  absolute,  and  indefeasible  estate;  having  in  himself  good  right,  full  power,  true  title,  and  law- 
ful authority  to  settle  and  assure  the  same  anil  every  part  and  parcel  of  the  said  lot  and  premises,  which  are  forever 
to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  him,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  according  to  the  limitations  afore- 
said. And  for  the  security  of  the  said  Joseph  Howard,  proprietor  of  the  above  limited  and  recited  land  and  pre- 
mises, this  conveyance  is  granted  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  1781,  in  the  presence  of  the  following  witnesses. 
I  have  put  my  hand  and  seal  ot  the  post, 

PAT'K  SINCLAIR,  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Registered  by  me  in  folio  81. 

Note.  Most  of  the  grants  issued  by  Sinclair  specify  the  situation,  boundaries,  and  extent  of  the  tract  of  land 
intended  to  be  granted;  and  all|of  the  original  writings  produced  by  the  Michillimackinack  claimants  contain  the  limi- 
tations and  conditions  of  the  foreg-oing,  and  are  precisely  in  the  same  form. 

0. 

George  Hoffman,  Esq.  Register,  4'C. 
Sir: 

I  am  requested  by  Francis  Navarre,  Esq.  to  enter  into  your  office  the  enclosed  deeds,  viz: 

No.  1.  Pattawatamies,  to  Francis  and  James  Navarre,  20arpents  by  80,  or  100;  river  Raisins,  3d  June,  1785. 

2.  Isidore  Chene,  to  Joseph  Menard  and  Isidore  Roberts,  6to7do.by                    do.        do.  18th  April,  1791. 

3.  Joseph  Reaume,  Jun.  to  Batiste  Reaume,  Sen.  3        do.  by  40                do.        do.    4th  July,   1800. 

4.  Joseph  Bourdeaux,  to  Jean  Batiste  Reaume,  Sen.  3        do.  by                    do.        do.  14th  July,   1800. 

5.  Pattawatamies,  to  A.  Campeau,  transferred  to  Suror,  3        do.  by                    do.        do.  24th  Sept  1786. 

6.  Pattawatamies  to  Batiste  Reaume,  Jun.  -        do.  by                     do.        do.    6th  July,    1789. 

7.  J.  Portier  Benac,  to  Joseph  Leiifant,  Sen.  3        do.  by  40                do.       do.    1st  Mar.    1785. 

8.  Same  to  same,  3        do.  by  40                do.       do.    2d  Mar.    1785. 


31  si  December,  1804. 


PETER  AUDRAIN. 


Note.— Francis  Navarre  claims,  in  his  own  right,  only  a  moiety  of  the  tract  conveyed  to  Francis  and  James 
Navarre,  by  the  Pattawatamies. 

From  notices  which  were  filed  after  the  date  of  this  writing,  it  appears  that  the  remaining  seven  tracts  are  claim- 
ed by  seven  different  persons.  We  have  rejected  no  writing,  filed  as  a  notice,  from  which  we  could  possibly  gather 
the  nature  and  extent  of  a  claim.  But  this  is  all  blunder,  and  there  are  many  precisely  in  the  same  form  and  situa- 
tion, written  by  the  same  person,  who,  however,  knew  how  to  execute  them  correctly,  having  presented  many  that 
are  perfect  and  complete. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  the  chiefs  and  principal  leaders  of  the  Pattawatamie  nation  of  Indians, 
at  Detroit,  for  ourselves,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  whole  of  our  said  nation,  in  consideration 
of  the  good  will,  love,  and  affection,  which  we,  and  the  whole  of  our  said  nation,  have  and  bear  unto  Arent  Schuy- 
ler De  Peyster,  Esq.  Major  of  the  King's  eighth  regiment.  Commandant  of  Detroit,  and  its  dependencies,  &c.;  and 
also,  for  divers  other  good  causes  and  considerations,  us,  the  said  chiefs,  and  the  rest  of  our  said  nation,  hereunto 
movin,^,  have  given,  granted,  aliened,  enfeoffed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  give,  grant,  alien, 
enfeofi',  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Arent  Schuyler  De  Peyster,  a  certain  tract  of  land  of  fifty  acres  in  front,  and 
one  hundred  acres  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  a  tract  of  land  formerly  granted  to  Philip  Dejean;  on  the 
southwest  and  in  the  rear  by  unlocated  lands;  and  in  the  front  by  tlie  river  Detroit;  the  whole  containing  five 
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thousand  acres,  or  aipents,  more  or  less,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  unto  the  said  tract  of  land  apper- 
taining, or  in  anywise  belonging,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  and  services 
of  the  said  premises;  and  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim,  or  demand  whatevei-,  of  us, 
the  said  chiefs,  or  any  one  whatever  of  our  said  nation,  of,  in,  and  to  the  said  messuage  and  premises,  and  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof,  v/ith  the  appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  messuage^  tenement,  lands,  heredita- 
ments, and  premises,  hereby  given  and  granted,  or  mentioned,  or  intended  to  be  given  and  granted,  unto  the  said 
Arent  Schuyler  De  Peyster,  his  heirs  anil  assigns,  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Arent  Schuyler  De 
Peyster,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  the  said  chiefs,  for  themselves,  and  in  behalf  of  the  whole  of  their 
nation,  their  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  do  covenant,  promise,  and  giant,  to  and  with  the  said  Arent 
Schuyler  De  Peyster,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  by  these  presents,  that  he,  the  said  Arent  Schuyler  De  Peyster,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  shall,  and  lawfully  may,  from  henceforth  and  forever  after,  quietly  and  peaceably  have,  hold, 
occupy,  possess,  and  enjoy  the  said  messuage  and  premises  hereby  given  and  granted,  or  mentioned  or  intended' 
to  be  given  and  granted,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  free,  clear,  and  discharged,  or  well  and  suf- 
ficiently saved,  kept  harmless,  and  indemnified  from  and  against  all  former  and  other  gifts,  grants,  bargains  sales, 
estates,  entails,  rents,  and  from  and  against  all  former  and  other  titles,  troubles,  charges,  and  incumbrances' what- 
soever, had,  done,  or  suffered,  or  to  be  had,  done,  or  suftered  by  them,  the  said  chiefs,  or  by  any  one  of  the  said 
nation,  their  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim 
by,  from,  or  under  them,  or  any  or  either  of  them;  and  by  these  presents,  do  majve  this  our  act  and  deed  irrevo- 
cable under  any  pretence  whatever,  and  have  put  the  said  Arent  Schuyler  De  Peyster  in  full  possession  and  seisin 
by  delivering  a  piece  of  the  said  tract  of  land  on  the  premises. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  said  chiefs,  for  ourselves,  and  in  behalf  of  our  whole  nation  of  Pattawatamies 
have  hereunto  these  presents  set  the  marks  of  our  diflferent  tribes,  at  Detroit,  the  28th  day  of  July' 
A.  D.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty.  ■'' 

[Signed  by  ten  Indian  Chiefs.] 

I,  the  subscriber,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  abovementioned  lands  are  a  voluntary  gift,  and  that  the  chiefs 
made  the  marks  of  their  diflferent  tribes  in  my  presence,  at  Detroit,  the  28th  day  of  July,  1780. 

T.  WILLIAMS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I  have  resimed  all  my  right  and  title  to  this  Indian  grant  of  land,  in  favor  of  my  nephew,  Arent  Schuyler  son 
to  Pierre  Guillera  De  Peyster,  of  New  York.    Dumfries,  12//i  Ftbruai-y,  1798.  ' 

A.  S.  DE  PEYSTER. 

There  are  several  Indian  conveyances,  which  are  certified  to  have  been  voluntary,  by  A.  S.  De  Peyster  colonel 
commanding,  &c. 

[translation.] 

We  the  chiefs,  Pattawatamies,  of  the  river  Raisins,  do  declare  to  have  given  forever  to  Michel  and  Antoine 
Campeau,  brothers,  and  children  of  Alexis  Campeau,  to  each  of  them,  three  arpents  of  land  in  width  by  all  the  depth 
situate  on  river  Raisins,  on  the  right  hand  going  up,  and  joining  the  land  of  their  sister  Angelique,  to  hold  unto  the 
said  two  brothers,  the  said  lands  jointly^or  separately.  \Ve  have  also  thought  proper  to  give,  and  do  give,  to  Made- 
leine Campeau,  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  river  Raisins,  in  going  up,  a  piece  of  land  of  three  arpents  in  width  by  its 
depth,  right  opposite  to  the  upper  end  of  the  rapid,  nearly  opposite  to  the  land  which  we  have  given  to  her  brothers: 
for  such  is  our  will,  and  the  will  of  all  those  who  compose  our  village. 

Done  at  Detroit,  the  24th  of  May,  1786.  Witness  our  marks" above  and  below.  We  have  also,  in  the  same 
manner,  given  to  Madeleine  Campeau,  the  mother,  a  piece  of  land  of  three  arpents,  joining  the  lands  of  her  chil- 
dren above  named;  to  hold  the  same,  &c.  the  same  year  as  above. 

[Signed  in  the  original  by  six  chiefs,  in  the  presence  of  Robert  Navarre  and  Joseph  Menard.] 

These  serve  to  certify  that  the  representatives  of  the  first  original  grantors  of  the  donation  hereunto  annexed, 
have  confirmed  the  same  to  Miss  Angelique  Campeau,  in  behalf  of  herself,  her  brothers  and  sisters,  and  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever,  acknovyledging,  at  the  same  time,  the  said  title  to  be  the  first  granted  of  the  said  donation;  as 
witness  our  hands,  at  Detroit,  the  12th  day  of  June,  1797. 

[Signed  by  four  chiefs,  in  presence  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hamtramck,  Major  J.  J.  V.  Rivardi, 
and  Witniore  Knaggs,  Interpreter.] 

[translation.] 

Detroit,  July  28,  1780. 
We,  the  chiefs  of  the  Pattawatamie  nation,  after  having  deliberated  on  the  present  state  of  our  lands,  which  we 
leave  uncultivated  this  long  time,  with  the  advice  and  the  general  consent  of  the  nation,  have  determined  to  give  a 
portion  thereof  to  our  friend  Chevalier  Chabert,  containing  six  arpents  in  front,  on  the  river  Rouge,  on  the  left  hand 
in  going  up  said  river,  which  will  exten<l  in  depth  to  the  lands  of  St.  Cosure,  brothers;  joining  on  one  side  Batiste 
Cicot,  and  on  the  other  side  Antoine  Chene;  and,  for  the  sincere  friendship  which  we  have  for  him,  we  do  light  for 
him  afire  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  warrantuig  him,  from  this  day,  forever,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  portion  of 
land,  that  he  may  enjoy  the  same,  without  any  hindrance  whatsoever.  Therefore,  we  have  made  our  customary 
marks. 

[Signed  in  the  original  by  eleven  chiefs.] 

I,  the  undersigned,  do  certify  that  the  above  chiefs  have  made  their  marks,  and  declared  to  have  voluntarily 
given  the  land  above  mentioned. 

T.  WILLIAMS,/.  P. 
\ 

[translation.  ] 

I,  the  undersigned,  do  certify  that,  since  the  year  1730,  since  which  time  I  have  resided  at  Detroit,  the.  inhabit- 
ants established  in  the  fort  have  kept  in  order  the  palisadoes,  each  in  proportion  of  his  lot,  the  King  not  possessing 
any  thing  therein,  that  is  to  say.  His  Majesty  had  no  house,  although  absolute  master  to  dispose  of  all  things,  ac° 
cording  to  his  full  power  and  royal  authority. 

The  commandant  had  few  soldiers,  who  lived  by  their  work. 

In  the  year  1748  to  1749,  the  enclosure  of  the  fort,  which  was  not  of  a  large  extent,  having  but  four  bastions  of 
about  twenty  feet,  beginning  at  the  church  and  ending  at  the  old  guard-house,  warned  repairs,  and,  in  order  to 
work  with  solidity,  an  expedient  was  proposed,  which  was  agreed  to  by  Mr.  De  Sabreuvoir,  then  commandant,  (for 
the  King  never  gave  any  order.)  In  the  plan  proposed,  it  was  said  that  each  owner  should  plant  one  picket  of  oak  or 
ash.  fifteen  feet  long,  having  at  the  small  end  at  least  six  inches  diameter  for  each  foot  of  ground,  in  front,  on  the 
street,  and  should  keep  them  up  by  a  lining  of  eight  to  ten  feet  long,  which  was  executed.  The  King  himself  has 
submitted  to  the  same  rule,  when  houses  and  store-houses  have  been  built  for  his  troops;  and,  in  the  end,  Mr.  De 
Bellestre,  commandant,  (by  order  of  the  Governor,  in  appearance)  got  all  the  fortifications  made  anew  at  the  King's 
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expense.  In  that  state  things  were  on  the  arrival  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  troops.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
De  Beilestre  took  all  the  pickets  of  private  individuals,  which  were  "then  planted  round  the  fort,  and  made  use  of 
them  for  the  fortifications.  ,         - , 

The  same  undersigned  does  certify  that,  since  the  said  year,  1730,  he  has  seen  private  individuals  enjoy  the 
liberty  of  having  their  cattle  kept  in  the  precinct,  and  to  have  thereon  stables  for  tlie  winter,  and  a  park  for  the 
summer,  near  the  fort,  to  put  up  their  cows  during  the  night.  The  commandant  was  pleased  to  assume  the  trouble 
of  that  police  for  the  public  good.  .  , 

Hog  island  was  then  considered  as  commons,  where  each  individual  had  the  right  (tliat  is  to  say,  the  liberty,  for 
the  undersigned  having  never  seen  any  title  of  concession,  cannot  say  that  the  inhabitants  had  a  right)  to  put  in  their 
cattle;  but  be  it  liberty,  privilege,  or  right,  he  has  seen  the  inhabitants  put  their  cattle  upon  that  island.  Some  of 
the  inhabitants  have  even  been  obliged  and  compelled,  by  order  of  the  commandant,  to  put  on  that  island  certain 
animals  which  committed  waste  in  the  grains  or  wild  fields. 

As  to  the  precinct  of  the  fort,  which  is  vulgarly  called  domain,  the  French  commandants  made  no  pretensions 
thereto;  they  had  only  a  small  garden  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  without  the  fort,  which  they  enclosed  at  their  own 
expense.  And  the  private  individuals  had  also  similar  ones  near  the  fort;  but,  for  all  that,  the  undersigned  does 
not  pretend  to  say  that  either  of  them  had  the  right  of  property,  or  that  the  possession  should  be  perpetual.  It  is  well 
enough  known  that  the  powers  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  had  no  oUier  boundaries  than  those  of  his  domains. 

Done  at  Detroit,  the  5th  October,  1767. 

NAVARRE. 

Jacques  Campeau,  captain  of  militia  at  Detroit,  having  returned  to  me  this  instrument  of  writing,  saying  that  he 
did  not  want  it,  I  declare  that  I  abjure  any  other  writing  which  might  have  a  diffijrent  sense  from  what  is  inserted 
in  the  above,  and  other  parts;  and  I  am  ready  to  make  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  the  truth  of  the  contents, 
having  never  had  any  other  intention  than  to  explain  myself,  in  conformity  to  what  is  above  written. 

At  Detroit,  the  2d  June,  1770. 

NAVARRE. 

Personally  appeared  before  the  honorable  Thomas  Bruce,  major  of  the  second  battalion  of  the  sixtieth  regiment, 
commandant  at  Detroit,  Robert  Navarre,  ancient  receiver  of  the  domain  at  the  said  place,  who  has  made  oath  on 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  the  truth  of  the  contents  above,  and  of  other  parts.    Detroit,  the  3d  June,   1770. 

T.  BRUCE,  Major  mh  Regiment, 

Commanding  at  Betroit. 

No.  8. 

Detroit,  December  16th,  1805. 

Sir: 

The  people  of  this  district  having,  through  the  medium  of  a  committee  appointed  by  them,  addressed  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  an  alteration  of  the  law  on  the 
subject  of  land  claims,  the  commissioners  conceived  it  altogether  likely  that  Congress  would  take  up  the  business 
during  their  present  session,  and,  therefore,  unwilling  also  that  the  grand  object  of  the  petitioners  should  be  im- 
peded, merely  for  the  want  of  the  necessary  information  from  those  who  were  appointed  to  investigate  the  claims  ot 
lands  in  this  district,  and  anxious  that  the  subject  should  be  fully  and  fairly  before  you,  they  formed  their  report 
of  the  1st  instant,  which  will  discover  to  you  truly  the  nature  and  situation  of  every  description  of  claim  in  the 
country.  And  unless  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress  to  examine  each  individual  claim,  and  to  decide  thereon 
according  to  its  own  intrinsic  merit,  the  partial  report  referred  to  will,  we  believe,  attbrd  them  as  much  useful 
information  as  the  final  one  possibly  could. 

We  have,  since  the  date  of  our  last  communication,  made  such  great  progress  in  the  examination  of  claims,  that 
we  are  induced  to  think  it  highly  probable  we  shall  get  through  sooner  than  we  then  imagined,  jj^ut  the  immensity 
of  writing  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  performed  forbids  us  to  hope  that  the  final  report  will  reach  you  time 
enough  to  enable  Congress  to  act  thereon  during  their  present  session.  Every  thing,  however,  will  be  done  to  com- 
plete and  forward  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  have  been  obliged  to  appoint  an  interpreter  of  the  French  language;  I  have  become  liable  for  a  compensation 
for  his  services.  It  was  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  proceed  with  correctness  without  such  a  person,  as  the  greater 
portion  of  the  witnesses,  who  are  brought  before  us,  are  Canadians,  and  speak  the  French  language  only.  If  this 
act  receives  your  approbation,  I  hope  you  will  have  an  appropriation  made  to  defray  the  expense  attending  it. 

Should  the  people  of  this  district  succeed  in  their  wishes  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  Board  of  Commissioners, 
with  an  extension  of  powers  for  the  final  adjustment  of  their  claims,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  well  to  authorize  the 
commissioners  to  appoint  an  assistant  clerk,  in  case  they  should  find  it  essential  for  the  acceleration  and  speedy 
completion  of  the  business  which  may  be  laid  before  them.  Additional  translating  \vill  then,  no  doubt,  be  required. 
We  have  not  been  able  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  exact  quantity  of  land  claimed  in  this  district  by  persons  who 
rely  principally  on  the  humane  benevolence  of  Congress  for  an  affirmance  of  their  claims.  I  believe,  however,  from 
a  rough  calculation  which  I  have  made,  that  it  will  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres.  The  quantity 
for  which  there  are  legal  titles,  including  the  grants  of  the  Governor  and  the  Intendant  of  New  France  and  Loui- 
siana, for  which  a  brevet  of  confirmation  was  never  obtained;  the  grants  of  Beilestre  and  other  French  subaltern 
military  officers,  with  Hog  island,  granted  by  authority  of  the  British  Government,  will  not  comprehend  more  than 
seven  thousand  arpents  superficial  measure. 

At  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  are  claimed  by  non-resident  British  subjects,  who  cannot,  from 
the  most  liberal  construction  of  Jay's  treaty  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  demand  a  confirmation  of  their  claims;  a  part 
of  which,  however,  is  included  in  the  first  estimate,  and  consists  of  about  forty  small  tracts,  which  are  somewhat 
improved,  and  have  been  settled  and  actually  cultivated,  some  for  ten  or  twenty  and  others  for  thirty  years. 
The  residue  consists  of  large  tracts  of  two,  four,  five,  ten,  twenty,  and  thirty  thousand  acres,  not  at  all,  or  very 
partially  improved,  except  a  tract  of  thirty-three  thousand  acres,  called  the  Pinery,  claimed  by  Meldrum  and  Park, 
on  different  parts  of  which  are  erected  a  dwelling-house,  two  saw-mills,  and  one  grist-mill,  and  a  few  acres  have 
been  enclosed  and  cultivated.    Two  salt  springs  are  included  in  the  claims  for  two  of  those  large  tracts. 

All  those  claims  are  founded  on  Indian  g'lants  merely,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  lands  are  situated  without  the 
boundaries  of  the  tract  conceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Indians,  who  are  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville. 

There  are  settlements  on  the  river  Detroit,  thirty,  forty,  and  fifty  years  old,  for  which  there  are  no  legal  titles, 
particularly  those  which  were  made  on  the  lands  granted  by  Beilestre,  as  well  as  some  on  lands  granted  by  the 
Indians. 

The  claims  for  fifty  and  one  hundred  thousand  acres  are  hardly  worth  mentioning:  for  the  claimants  tliemselves 
have  little  idea  of  receiving  the  sanction  of  Government  for  the  illicit  purchases  from  the  Indians. 

The  claims  which  the  people  are  in  hopes  of  having  confirmed  are  for  small  tracts  of  two,  three,  four,  and  six 
hundred  acres  actually  settled,  and  part  ot  each  under  cultivation,  with  buildings  and  fences  erected  thereon.  The 
farms  in  this  country  are  all  laid  out  in  the  forms  of  parallelograms;  some  are  forty  or  eighty,  and  others  one  hundred 
or  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  by  two,  three,  tour,  or  six  wide. 

The  greater  part  of  the  claimants  would,  I  believe,  be  satisfied  if  they  could  get  the  usual  width,  with  the  depth 
of  forty  or  sixty  arpents;  so  that  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  would  satisfy  all  reasonable  claims. 
This  communication  is  made  with  the  knowledge  and  entire  concurrence  of  the  other  commissioner,  Judge 
Bates. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  with  much  esteem,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  HOFFMAN. 
The  Hon.  A.  Gallatin,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  S,-c. 
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No.  9. 

To  the  Chiefs  of  the  Pattawatamies,  and  Chippewas,  and  Otlowas. 
My  Sons: 

I  send  you  this  by  Nangg,  who  has  been  here  to  pay  me  a  visit.    It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  see  him;  but  it 
was  little  we  could  say  to  each  other,  because  there  was  not  any  body  here  that  could  well  speak  your  lan<'ua"'e. 

I  was  able  to  learn  from  him,  my  sons,  that  you  have  been,  and  still  are,  anxious  to  see  me.  It  was  my*'dcsi<'n  to 
have  met  you  when  your  goods  were  delivered;  but  they  were  so  late  in  coming  that  it  is  now  out  of  my  power,"  as 
our  annual  council  is  now  sitting,  and  I  cannot  leave  it,  but  I  will  send  some  persons  in  my  place  on  whom  you  may 
depend. 

Believe  me,  niy  sons,  I  wish  well,  as  they  do  themselves,  to  all  my  red  children;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  will  continue  to  love  them,  and  do  them  good:  but  there  are  people  that  make  you  uneasy;  they  love  nobody 
but  themselves,  and  because  some  of  tliem  have  prevailed  on  individuals  amongst  you  to  make  "rants  of  lands  to 
them,  contrary  to  our  laws,  and  to  all  your  former  practice,  that  are  not  approved  of,  they  give  you  no  rest,  but  are 
always  saying  some  disagreeable  things  or  other  to  you.  I  tell  you,  and  I  tell  the  truth,  that  it  is  for  your 'interest 
the  United  States  do  not  approve  those  grants  of  land.  Only  consider  a  little;  if  every  one  of  you,  of  yourselves 
without  the  consent  of  the  nation,  may  give  away  the  lands  that  belong  to  you  all,  and,  at  times,  when  perhaps  you 
have  been  made  drunk  on  purpose,  what  will  become  of  your  wives  and  children? 

Do  you  not  see  that  it  is  to  prevent  your  being  cheated  by  bad  men,  who,  if  they  can  get  your  lands,  do  not  care 
if  you  were  all  to  perish  with  hunger,  that  the  United  States  will  not  allow  of  their  people  to  buy  them  but  at  a 
public  treaty  with  the  nation,  when  you  are  all  sober,  and  know  that  you  are  not  wronged,  nor  wronging  yourselves? 
If  those  private  sales  were  countenanced,  must  not  war  be  the  certain  consequence  when  you  found  your  lands 
gone,  and  that  you  have  got  nothing  of  value  for  them?  You  would  kill  some  of  the  people  who  lived  upon  them,  who 
had,  perhaps,  no  hand  in  cheating  you;  some  of  you  would  be  killed  in  return,  and  all  the  mischiefs  of  war  would 
follow. 

As  to  the  Canadians,  my  sons,  who  are  living  on  lands  which  you  have  given  to  them,  you  need  not  be  uneasy 
about  them,  neither  need  they  be  uneasy  about  the  land.  The  United  States  will  not  take  their  farms  from  them: 
but  they  will  not  allow  any  of  their  people  to  be  buying  from  you,  in  a  private  manner,  the  lands  which  are  to  support 
you,  and  your  families,  and  your  children  after  you,  by  thousands  of  acres,  and  cheating  you  in  the  price  at  the 
same  time. 

I  find  it  to  be  your  wish  that  some  person  may  be  appointed  at  Detroit,  to  whom  you  may  speak  occasionally 
Such  agents  can  be  appointed  by  the  President  only;  and  when  he  knows  how  much  you  wish  for  one,  I  do  not 
doubt  that  one  on  whom  you  may  depend  will  be  appointed. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me,  my  children,  that  there  is  a  peace  between  you  and  us;  I  am  sure  it  is  best  for  both 
that  it  should  continue  forever.  On  our  parts,  nothing  will  be  done  to  weaken  it.  But  I  know  there  have  been 
people  amongst  you  stirring  you  to  take  up  the  hatchet  on  account  of  the  French.  I  do  not  believe  that  you  will 
listen  to  them,  because  you  will  see  the  consequences;  and  if  they  should  succeed  in  misleading  you,  the  whole 
burthen  must  fall  upon  yourselves,  for  they  cannot  help  you.  The  English  will  not,  and  the  Spaniards  are  too  far 
ofi'to  help  you,  and  too  weak  to  do  it  if  they  were  willing.  Drive,  then,  those  persons  away;  they  are  you*  worst 
enemies,  whatever  they  may  say.  On  the  friendship  of  your  American  brothers,  who  sprung  out  of  the  same  soil 
with  yourselves,  you  may  safely  depend.    This  is  from  your  friend  and  father. 

,  ^     ,  ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR. 

Cincinnati,  3rf  October,  1799. 

I  certify  that  I  have  compared  the  within  address  with  the  original,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Governor  of  this 
territory,  commencmg  with  "  To"  and  ending  with  "  father,"  and  that  it  is  a  correct  copy.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  seal,  at  Detroit,  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  the  18th  of  May,  1800. 

MATTHEW  ERNEST,  J.  P.  [l.  s.] 

No.  10 

Washington,  March  12,  180G. 

I  return  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Territory  of  Michigan  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  the  report  of  the  commissioners  for  investigating  the  titles  of  land,  with  the  several  documents  accom- 
panying them. 

I  have  carefully  compared  the  information  contained  in  these  papers  with  that  conveyed  in  the  letters  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  4th  and  17th  of  January.  I  do  not  find  any  contradiction.  As  the  facts  on  which 
those  letters  are  grounded  were  obtained  from  sources  entirely  distinct,  without  the  least  intercommunication  with 
the  gentlemen  who  have  rendered  the  report,  I  consider  the  one  as  strongly  corroborative  of  the  other;  and  I  pre- 
sume every  material  circumstance  is  now  so  fully  in  the  possession  of  the  committee,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  any  essential  error,  in  point  of  fact,  in  the  arrangement  which  the  committee  may  find  advisable. 

From  the  sentiments  of  the  committee,  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  communicate,  I  finrf  that  the  im- 
portant question  now  remaining  to  be  decided  is  no  less  than  this:  whether  any  of  the  settlers,  subsequent  to  the  ZOlh 
day  of  November,  1782,  shall  Main  titles? 

The  number  of  settlers  up  to  that  period,  may  be  stated  at  one  hundred  seventy-one;  the  number  of  settlers  sub- 
sequent to  that  period,  may  be  stated  at  two  hundred  seventy-one. 

As  thus  more  than  three- fifths  of  all  the  settlers  will  be  excluded,  if  that  question  should  be  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, I  consider  the  fate  of  tiie  country,  and  its  future  happiness  and  tranquillity,  as  turning  on  the  decision  winch 
will  be  now  made;  and,  as  the  last  service  which  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  render,  I  sUll  proceed,  sir,  to  submit 
to  the  view  of  the  committee  those  considerations  which  I  conceive  ought  to  operate  in  j&vor  of  sanctioning,  at  least 
in  some  degree  of  extent,  all  settlements  made  prior  to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1805.  Jt  may  not  be  entirely  super- 
fluous to  premise.lthat  those  who  have  been  charged  with  the  administration  of  this  territory,  sensible  how  much  the 
dignity  of  a  Government  is  liable  to  be  affected  by  the  conduct  of  its  officers,  hav^  suffered  themselves  to  have  no 
personal  concern  in  the  pretensions  of  the  inhabitants. 

Previous  to  the  era  last  mentioned,  the  state  of  the  country  was  such  as  is  unsecessary  to  describe;  it  is  sufficient 
to  say,  it  was  every  thing  else  than  a  regular  administration  of  Government.  For  a  considerable  period  after  the 
peace  of  1783,  Great  Britain  retained  possession  of  this  territory.  After  tbii  United  States  of  America  obtained 
possession,  it  was  too  rernote  from  the  seat  of  any  of  their  territorial  Governpients,  and  the  communication  too  inter- 
cepted by  a  wilderness  of  savages  in  every  direction,  to  enable  its  concern?  to  be  well  understood,  or  the  laws  to  be 
duly  enforced. 

I  assume  it  as  a  point,  respecting  which  not  a  doubt  need  to  be  ente.'tained,  that,  after  the  period  last  referred 
to,  not  a  single  settlement  will  ever  be  made  on  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  this  territory.  The  United  States 
have  now  a  Governor  on  the  spot,  who  has  well  impressed  a  sense  of  this,  as  a  fixed  determination  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Government,  which  will  be  rigorously  enforced  by  the  local  Government.  As  soon  as  any  information 
reaches  the  seat  of  Government,  of  any  the  least  encroachment  on  public  property  in  any  part  of  the  territory,  a 
corps  of  cavalry,  in  each  extremity  of  it,  are  prepared,  at  an  hour's  notice,  to  proceed  to  the  removal  of  the  offender: 
and,  if  any  should  be  so  hardy  as  to  make  resistance,  two  brigades  of  infantry  are  ready  to  follow,  to  support  the 
execution  of  the  laws. 


282  '  PUBLIC  LANDS.  [1806; 

There  arc  cases  in  the  history  of  nations,  in  which  a  wise  Government  will  cover  with  the  shroud  of  oblivion  that 
■which  is  past,  and  place  the  hand  of  rigor  only  on  that  which  is  to  come;  and  this,  sir,  is  one  of  those  cases.  In 
order  to  appreciate  more  correctly  the  policy  which  it  is  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  pursue,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient only  to  take  a  I'apid  glance  of  the  policy  pursued  by  other  Governments,  to  avoid  their  errors,  (for  errors  they 
have  unquestionably  committed,)  and  to  imitate  their  conduct  in  those  instances  where  it  has  been  liberal  and 
judicious.  . 

It  is  a  fact.  I  presume  well  known,  that  the  French  settlements  on  the  contment  of  North  America  are  older  than 
those  of  the  Euglish.  The  first  eft'ectual  settlement  of  the  latter  dates  from  that  of  Jamestown,  in  Virginia,  in  the 
year  1607;  the  second  from  that  of  Plymouth,  in  Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1620.  In  the  year  1605,  Port  Royal,  in 
Acadie.  since  become  Nova  Scotia,  was  built  by  the  French.  ^Previous  to  that  period,  the  settlement  of  Canada  had 
been  effected;  a  Governor  was  appointed  as  early  as  1540,  and  in  1608  the  foundation  of  Quebec  was  laid. 

Notwithstanding  this  priority,  in  the  war  of  1756,  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  nations,  and  the  superiority  of 
the  English,  became  very  conspicuous.  The  English  population  exceeded  that  of  the  French  in  the  proportion  of 
fifty  to  one;  and  their  superiority  in  wealth  and  resources  was  still  more  decided.  No  plan  could  have  been  better 
judged,  or  more  spiritedly  pursued,  than  that  of  the  French,  while  that  storm  was  gathering.  They  had  conceived 
the  bold  project  of  connecting  their  settlements  by  a  chain  of  fortifications  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
that  of  the  Mississippi;  and,  by  tightening  it  on  the  back  of  the  British  possessions,  to  reduce  thera  to  the  smallest 
possible  limits.  The  western  parts  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan, still  exhibit  the  monuments  of  their  labors.  But  what  can  the  best  conceived  designs  avail  against  a  defect  of 
physical  force?  Agriculture  is  the  only  sure  basis  on  which  to  support  a  distant  settlement,  and  the  English  soon 
discovered  the  necessity  of  application  to  it.  The  French,  relying  on  the  military  ardor  of  their  nation,  and  neglect- 
ing those  minute  causes  from  which  the  sources  of  all  permanent  pre-eminence  must  be  derived,  gave  scarcely  the 
least  encouragement  to  agriculture. 

As  an  example  of  their  policy,  I  will  only  refer  you,  sir,  to  the  earlier  claims  which  appear  on  the  files  of  the 
committee.  The  first  is  the  grant  of  the  nobleman  De  laMothe  Cadillac  to  an  inhabitant  of  Detroit,  Francois 
Fafard  de  Lorme,  in  the  year  1707:  the  conditions  of  which  are  nearly  siinilar  to  that  of  the  Marquis  de  Beauhar- 
nois.  Governor  and  Lieutenant  General  of  New  France  and  Louisiana,  to  St.  Aubin,  which  is  the  next  on  the  file. 
That  of  De  la  Mothe  conveys  two  arpents  of  fiont,  by  twenty  of  depth,  about  thirty-two  American  acres,  for  a  colonist 
and  his  family  in  an  American  wilderness.  But  what  are  the  conditions  of  these  grants  contrasted  with  an  Ameri- 
can estate  in  fee  simple.'  They  are  no  less  than  these:  1.  To  pay  a  reserved  rent  of  fifteen  livres  a  year  to  the 
Crown  forever.  2.  To  begin  to  clear  and  improve  the  concession  within  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  grant. 
3.  All  of  the  timber  is  reserved  to  the  Crown,  whenever  it  may  be  wanted  for  the  fortifications,  or  for  the  con- 
struction of  boats,  or  other  vessels;  that  is  to  say,  when  reduced  to  plain  language,  it  may  be  taken  at  the  pleasure 
of  any  military  officer  who  may  happen  to  have  the  command  of  the  country.  4.  The  property  of  all  mines  and 
minerals,  if  any  be  found,  does  not  pass  bjr  the  grant.  5.  The  privilege  of  hunting  hares,  rabbits,  partridges,  and 
pheasants,  does  not  pass.  6.  The  grantee  is  to  come  and  carry,  plant,  or  help  to  plant,  a  long  maypole  before  the 
door  of  the  principal  manor  house,  on  the  first  day  of  May  in  every  year.  7.  All  the  grains  of  the  grantee  are  to  be 
carried  to  the  moM/in  ianna/,  or  mill  of  the  manor,  to  be  ground,  paying  the  tolls  sanctioned  hy  the  coutiime  de  Paris. 
8.  Gn«vfry  sale  of  thfe  land  a  species  of  duty  is  to  be  paid,  termed  the  lods  el  vente,  which,  in  the  English  law, 
might  bear  the  name  of  a  jUne  of  alienation,  but  is  more  intelligible  to  an  American  ear  under  the  appellation  of  a 
tax  on  the  sale  of  the  land.  This  tax,  by  the  couli'ime  de  Paris,  forms  no  inconsiderable  proportion  of  the  value 
of  the  whole.  9.  Previous  to  a  sale,  the  grantee  is  to  give  information  to  the  Government,  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment is  willing  to  fake  it  at  the  price  ofliered  to  him,  it  is  to  have  it.  10.  The  grantees  cannot  mortgage  it  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Government  previously  obtained.  11.  For  ten  years  the  grantee  is  not  permitted  to  work, 
or  cause  any  person  to  work,  directly  or  indirectly,  at  the  profession  and  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  locksmith,  armorer, 
or  brewer.  12.  All  eft'ects  and  articles  of  merchandise  sent  to,  or  brought  from,  Montreal,  must  be  sold  by  the 
■  grantee  himself,  or  other  person  who,  with  his  family,  is  a  French  resident,  and  not  by  engages,  or  clerks,  or 
foreigners,  or  strangers.  13.  The  grantee  is  not  to  sell  to  a  foreigner,  without  special  permission.  14.  If  he  sells  tQ. 
a  foreigner,  with  permission,  the  rent  reserved  is  greatly  increased;  and  the  duties  of  the  coutume,  in  such  cases, 
are  to  be  paid.  15.  He  is  not  to  sell  or  trade  brandy  to  Indians,  on  pain  of  confiscation.  16.  The  public  charges 
and  servitudes,  and  royal  and  seigneurial  rights  of  the  coutume  de  Paris,  are  reserved  generally.  17.  The  grantee 
is  to  suffer  on  his  land  the  roads  which  may  be  thought  necessary  for  the  public  utility.  18.  The  grantee  is  to  make 
his  fences  as  it  shall  be  regulated.  19.  He  is  to  assist  in  making  his  neighbor's  fences  when  called  upon.  20.  He 
is  to  cause  his  land  to  be  alineated,  that  is,  surveyed,  at  his  expense.  21.  He  is  to  obtain  a  brevet  of  confirmation 
from  Europe  within  two  years. 

With  a  system  of  policy  so  narrow  and  illiberal,  it  was  impossible  for  France  to  raise  in  her  settlements  a  stiV)ng 
agricultural  interest,  alike  the  support  of  colonies  in  peace,  and  their  defence  in  war.  Independent  of  their  great 
superiority  in  point  of  policy,  the  English  possessed  no  inferiority  in  spirit  and  in  judgment.  The  councils  of  that 
nation,  guided  by  the  capacious  and  illumined  mind  of  a  Chatham,  and  her  arms  conducted  by  the  valor  of  an 
Amherst  and  a  Wolfe,  her  triumphs  were  complete,  both  on  the  land  and  the  ocean;  and  the  war  of  1756  terminated 
in  gatheniig  into  her  hands  tiie  fruits  of  all  the  labors  of  her  rivals.  The  effects  of  her  policy,  in  making  agriculture 
the  basis  of  political  prosperity,  have  not  yet  ceased;  they  will  never  cease.  After  her  settlements  had  been  erected 
into  an  independent  nation,  the  short  period  of  twenty  years  has  placed  that  nation  in  circumstances  so  unlooked 
for.  that  it  nov«  claims  to  be  ranked  among  the  four  first  Powers  of  the  world.  In  respect  of  physical  strength, 
extent  of  domini(,n,  maritime  resources,  and  that  energy  which  is  the  result  of  moral  causes,  France,  Great  Britain, 
Russia,  arid  the  Ui.ited  Sfcites  of  America  may  be  regarded  as  those  nations  who  are  likely  to  lead,  for  the  future, 
the  councils  and  affairs  of  the  civilized  world.  The  first  of  these  Powers  owns  not  a  foot  of  that  soil  they  once  pos- 
sessed in  North  America.  The  two  other  Powers  have  both  settlements,  which  are  growing  into  consequence;  and, 
with  Spain  and  the  United  States,  form  the  four  nations  who  are  co-proprietors  of  this  continent,  and  with  respect 
to  whom  it  is  peculiarly  iicumbent  on  our  country  to  be  the  first  in  liberal  and  judicious  policy. 

In  the  territory  of  MicVjgan,  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  was  not  better  than  that  of  France.  During  the  twenty 
years  this  teri;itory  belongeii  to  her,  she  withheld  all  grants  of  land.  While  they  were  her  subjects,  the  Canadians 
here  were  obliged  either  to  renounce  the  civilized  state,  by  an  association  with  the  jiatives,  to  enter  into  the  pursuit 
of  an  insignificant  commerce  w'th  them,  ruinous  to  morality,  and  retarding  political  growth,  or  otherwise  to  take 
possession  of  lands' without  autiority,  and  thus  procure  subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families.  It  was  in 
vain  that,  after  the  treaty  of  1783,  she  repented  of  her  dereliction  of  this  peninsula,  and  was  disposed,  by  force,  to 
wrest  it  from  the  United  States.  I'hough  stimulated  by  the  folly  and  the  malice  of  a  Simcoe,  she,  in  her  turn,  came 
to  experience,  like  France,  that  the  energy  of  an  officer  is  of  no  effect  without  that  physical  force  which  is  derived 
only  from  an  extensive  and  flourishinj  state  of  agriculture.  The  victory  of  Wayne,  and  the  treaty  of  '94,  closed 
the  door  of  her  hopes  and  her  prospects. 

Since  this  period,  she  has  fully  perctived,'and  has  as  fully  corrected,  her  error.  While  the  American  side  of 
these  settlements  has  been  languishing  uivler  the  neglect  of  the  nation.  Great  Britain  has  completely  adjusted  the 
affairsof  her  own  side,  and  is  extending  her  settlements  with  a  rapidity  and  judgment  that  already  emulates,  if  it 
does  not  exceed,  the  United  States.  She  has  relieved  her  subjects  of  all  burthens  whatever  from  the  mother  coun- 
try. She  supports  all  the  expenses  of  a  well  organized  civil  Government.  She  has  even  given  political  liberty,  as 
far  as  it  is  possible  for  a  colony  to  possess  it.  Her  provincial  Parliament  is  a  respectable  and  intelligent  Legislature, 
elected  on  the  representative  principle;  and  so  attractive  has  her  policy  become,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  Ame- 
ricans enter  into  the  composition  of  that  body,  and  participate  in  the  direction  of  her  councils.  With  respect  to 
the  titles  of  land,  she  has  investigated  and  ascertained  the  claim  of  every  individual  inhabitant,  according  validity 
to  the  slightest  pretensions.  When  ascertained,  she  has  bestowed  at  once  a  duplication  of  it  as  a  bounty.  To  every 
person  who  had  no  previous  pretensions,  or  who  may,  in  future,  be  attracted  to  the  country,  she  gives  two  hundred 
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acres  of  land  without  price.  Wiiatever  the  prejudices  of  Americans  may  be,  the  difference  in  point  of  soil,  or  in 
other  matters,  is  not  so  much  in  their  favor  as  alone  to  enable  them  to  sustain  a  successful  competition  against  such 
liberality.  It  is  to  these  contrasts  our  country  ought  to  look.  Advancing  with  a  rapid  and  steady  march  to  the 
sublimest  of  destinies,  to  arrest  its  career,  to  snatch  from  the  humble  Canadian  his  little  enjoyments,  would  be  an 
act  unworthy  the  American  nation;  it  would  be  to  treat  with  unmerited  harshness  a  virtuous  citizen,  and  to  inflict 
a  wound  on  its  own  prosperity.  Rather  ought  it  to  invite,  by  a  liberal  donation,  a  body  of  New  England  settlers 
info  these  regions;  and  then  that  hardy  valor  which  contended  with  Great  Britain  along  the  Atlantic  and  the  St. 
Lawrence,  to  the  plains  of  Saratoga,  will  again  meet  her,  in  another  age,  beyond  the  coasts  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific. 

Though  it  is  more^lian  twenty  years  since  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  of  Michigan  was  acquir- 
ed, though  twelve  years  have  elapsed  since  the  possession  under  that  right  has  been  made  secure,  and  though  the 
actual  possession  is  of  ten  years'  duration,  yet  there  exists  at  this  day,  in  a  country  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  old, 
and  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  properly  of  the  United  States,  only  eight  legal  titles  to  land,  and  those  still 
wearing  the  fetters  of  antiquated  despotism.  In  all  this  period  the  old  titles  have  not  been  adjusted,  no  channels 
have  been  afforded  of  acquiring  new,  and  the  evil  of  unauthorized  encroachments  has  been  accumulating  with  time. 

Under  these  circumstances^  causidical  acuteness  might  find  arguments  in  abundance  to  urge  to  the  poor  Cana- 
dian, to  convince  him  that  he  has  no  legal  title,  that  his  claim  is  defective  in  courts,  will  sustain  no  ejectment,  is 
unsanctioned  by  the  will  of  the  nation,  and  involves  a  principle  which,  carried  to  extent,  would  dry  the  streams  by 
which  so  much  wealth  is  now  pouring  into  the  coffers  of  the  United  States.  He  has  no  knowledge  of  those  legal 
formalities  which  you  tell  him  constitute  title;  your  action  of  ejectment  is  a  mystery  his  understanding  rejects  an 
acquaintance  with;  your  interests  and  your  policy  are  subjects  he  does  not  pretend  to  comprehend.  This  only  he 
knows,  that  he  comes  to  you  as  an  humble  cultivator  of  the  earth,  and  not  as  an  unprincipled  speculator,  to  place  a 
rapacious  hand  on  a  share  of  your  treasures. 

He  will  not  argue  with  you  on  your  laws,  or  your  forms,  or  your  systems  of  policy  and  government.  He  looks 
only  for  that  pittance  of  soil,  on  which,  perhaps,  he  drew  his  breath,  and  which  he  has  embellished  and  fertilized 
by  a  course  of  labors,  which  he  knows  to  be  honest,  whatever  irregularity  you  may  be  pleased  to  attach  to  it.  He 
cannot  be  intimidated  by  a  fear  of  your  rigor;  he  cannot  be  tempted,  by  the  allurements  of  money,  to  part  with  the 
hopes  of  himself  and  his  family.  Tell  him  that  you  are  about  to  dispossess  him!  He  folds  his  arms,  and,  with  a 
pious  resignation,  commits  the  event  to  his  God.  Amidst  the  collisions  of  nations,  the  incessant  din  of  arms,  the 
mighty  tide  of  revolutions,  he  has  lost  a  country  to  love,  and  by  which  to  be  loved  in  return;  and,  cast  amon°' 
strangers  to  his  language,  his  jurisprudence,  and  religion,  he  asks  only  a  small  and  obscure  spot  upon  the  earth  on 
which  to  spend,  in  peace,  the  fleeting  transit  of  his  existence.  Deprive  him  of  this,  he  will  raise  no  arm  of  res'ist- 
ance;  he  will  utter  no  imprecation  of  disappointment;  he  will  withdraw  himself,  with  an  unchanged  temper,  from 
your  laws  and  your  dominions,  and  will  seek  again,  under  the  banner  of  a  monarchy,  that  mercy  which  has  been 
denied  him  iVi  the  bosom  of  a  republic. 

Adverting  with  a  strict  eye  to  precedent,  and  reposing  ori  the  principle  that  it  is  not  the  business  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  to  give  away  the  resources  of  their  constituents  in  charities  and  donations,  the  com- 
mittee appear  disposed  to  restrain,  what  would  otherwise  be  their  inclination,  to  very  narrow  limits. 

In  a  Government  of  which  the  principles  and  practice  are,  perhaps,  without  example,  to  tie  itself  to  precedent,  is 
to  shut  out  the  light  of  reason  and  experience.  There  is  no  case  in  our  history  which  is  strictly  a  precedent  of  this. 
That  which  resembles  it  most,  is  presented  in  the  arrangements  made  between  the  Government  and  individuals  in 
that  state  of  things  which  resulted  from  the  treaty  of  San  Lorenzo  el  Real.  In  two  features,  this  case  differs  from 
the  present.  The  settlements  made,  though  within  foreign  jurisdiction,  were  chiefly  by  American  characters;  and 
shortly  after  the  Government  obtained  possession,  it  turned  its  attention  to  the  subject,  so  that  the  evil  of  unau- 
thorized encroachments  was  not  allowed  to  go  on  increasing  for  such  a  length  of  time. 

The  policy  of  the  Government,  in  this  case,  was  to  allow  a  pre-emptive  right  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
Whether  the  result  of  this  policy  has  been  such  as  to  recommend  it,  is  questionable. 

The  rule  of  our  Government,  in  that  system  which  regulates  the  disposition  of  their  lands,  is  to  make  two  dollars 
for  an  acre  the  minimum  price,  to  require  a  small  portion  of  the  price  immediately,  another  larger  portion  a  short 
time  after,  and  the  remainder  at  the  end  of  successive  years;  but,  by  a  regulation  which  is  perhaps  stamped  with  an 
aspect  of  unjust  cupidity,  entirely  at  variance  with  those  mild  and  equitable  principles  which  generally  characterize 
our  laws,  and  which  is,  probably,  practised  by  few  civilized  nations  but  our  own,  if  the  ulterior  payments  should 
fail  to  be  made,  the  whole  of  the  land  is  lost;  and,  if  no  bidder  appears,  all  the  previous  payments  are  forfeited  to 
the  Government;  vvhereas,  eqiiity,  the  least  moderate,  would  either  allow  the  purchaser  the  proportion  he  had  paid 
for,  or  return  him  his^raoney  without  interest. 

Where  the  privilege  of  pre-emption  has  been  accorded,  many  have  been  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  Many, 
having  made  payments,  finding  themselves  unable  to  complete  the  purchase,  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  their 
improvements,  with  the  moneys  they  had  paid,  and  were  thus  plunged  into  greater  distress  by  the  very  remedy  in- 
tended to  afford  them  relief.    Pre-emptive  rights  have  generally  benefited  the  speculator  more  than  the  settler. 

If  a  similar  privilege  is  adopted  in  this  case,  the  poor  Canadian,  unable  to  command  the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred 
dollars,  will  not  make  the  attempt  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefit;  and  if  many  should  even  make  the  attempt,  some, 
after  making  it,  would  fail  to  effect  it,  and  the  result,  both  as  to  them  and  as  to  the  Government,  would  be  far  less 
favorable  than  the  absolute  donation  of  a  smaller  quantity,  with  no  incumbrance. 

If  the  case  referred  to  should  be  resorted  to  for  a  rule,  not  only  ought  the  confirmation  to  come  down  to  the  first 
day  of  June,  1796,  but  the  quantity  to  be  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  without  price,  and  a  preemptive  right  from 
that  day  to  the  present  for  the  remainder — terms  which  are  certainly  more  favorable  to  the  Canadian  than  he  has  yet 
pretended  to  ask. 

The  propriety  of  donations  for  those  objects  of  policy  which  the  nation  may  deem  worthy  its  attention,  is  best 
gathered  from  its  own  sense  of  it,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power.  I  will  enumerate  the  cases  of  this  description,  that 
they  may  undergo  a  comparison  with  the  present  case. 

1.  A  donation  of  four  hundred  acres  to  every  head  of  a  family  at  Vincennes. 

2.  A  donation  of  four  hundred  acres  to  every  head  of  a  family  on  the  north  part  of  the  Mississippi. 

3.  A  donation  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  to  the  Piankeshaw  Indians. 

4.  The  use  of  six  thousand  acres  to  different  villages,  as  commons,  which  will  probably  fall  to  the  towns  in 
which  they  are  situated. 

5.  A  donation  of  one  hundred  acres  to  every  person  coming  into  tlie  territory,  and  entering  into  the  militia, 
whether  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  not. 

6.  A  grant  of  four  hundred  acres  to  every  person  who  had  improved  and  cultivated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  north 
part  of  the  Mississippi,  under  supposed  grants  of  commandants,  claiming  authority  to  make  such  grants. 

7.  A  donation  to  the  Kaskaskia  Indians. 

8.  A  donation  of  land  which  had  been  occupied  by  priests  at  Kahokia. 

9.  A  similar  grant  of  lands  occupied  by  the  Jesuits  at  Kaskaskia. 

10.  One  hundred  thousand  acres  as  a  bounty  to  settlers  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
and  upwards,  by  the  act  of  April  21,  1792. 

11.  A  donation  of  twenty-four  thousand  acres  to  a  modern  French  emigration,  whose  first  place  of  settlement 
was  termed  Galliopolis. 

12.  A  donation  of  twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres  for  a  seminary  of  learning  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  the 
act  of  May  5,  1792. 

13.  A  location  of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  Muskingum,  Hockhocking,  and  Scioto 
rivers,  on  returning  warrants  of  military  bounties  of  that  number  of  acres,  for  opening  a  road  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

14.  A  donation  of  twelve  thousand  acres  to  .the  Moravian  missionaries,  for  the  propagation  of  tl»e  Gospel  among 
the  Indians. 
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15.  A  donation  of  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  United  States'  lands  in  its  limits  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  lite- 
rary purposes.  •     ,    ,■ 

16.  A  grant  of  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  including  three  distinct  salt  works,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  to  the  use  of  its  Government,  on  condition  of  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  after  the  30ih  of  June, 
1802,  being  exempt  from  taxes  for  five  years  from  the  sale. 

17.  An  application  of  one-twentieth  part  of  all  the  future  proceeds  of  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  within  the 
State  of  Ohio,  to  the  purpose  of  making  roads  into  the  said  State  to  communicate  with  the  Atlantic. 

18.  Pre-emptive  rights  to  owners  of  mills. 

19.  A  privilege  equivalent  to  pre-emption,  and  a  credit  of  twelve  years,  with  no  interest,  to  cultivators  of  the 
vine.  • 

20.  Six  thousand  dollars  for  roads,  by  the  act  of  May  1,  1802. 

21.  An  equivalent  to  one  thirty -sixth  part  of  all  the  land  disposed  of  by  the  United  States  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
anterior  to  the  erection  of  the  State,  including  even  the  lands  which  had  been  given  as  bounties. 

22.  A  donation  of  one  thirty-third  part  of  all  the  proceeds  of  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Ohio,  to  the  disposal  of  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  roads  within  the  same,  in  addition  to  the 
former  twentieth,  for  roads  into  the  said  State  to  communicate  with  the  Atlantic. 

23.  A  donation  of  two  town  lots,  one  out-lot  of  thirty  acres,  and  a  tract  of  twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres 
to  Jefferson  college. 

Thus  the  committee  will  perceive  that  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  liberality  shown  to  others  can  ever  be  ex- 
pected by  this  territory.  What  has  been  hitherto  asked  is  only  that  which  the  people  of  the  country  had  acquired, 
in  a  political  capacity,  before  the  United  States  had  obtained  any  rights,  and  which,  therefore,  I'ell  into  the  hands  of 
this  Government  without  cost.  It  was  acquired  by  the  people  of  the  country,  not  by  their  Government.  Their 
blood  was  expended  in  fighting  for  it;  and  their  resources  in  buying  that  savage  good  will  which  could  alone  pre- 
serve it.  The  American  treaty  of  fort  M'Intosh  only  identified  that  which  was  before  indefinite,  and  which  was 
certainly  defined  much  less  to  the  advantage  of  the  people  of  this  country,  than  if  they  had  themselves  negotiated 
it  under  theirithen  Government:  for,  at  the  very  period  of  the  treaty,  the  Canadian  settlements  had  extended  much 
beyond, the  boundaries  expressed,  and  the  natives  had  retired  to  a  great  distance  from  them,  with  only  one  small 
exception.  In  the  system  which  would  generally  be  pm-sued,  souie  donations  would  be  made;  and  on  an  occasion 
of  calamity  and  distress,  to  advance  and  concentrate  some  of  them,  would  be  desirable.  The  principle  of  a  thirty- 
sixth  part,  which  has  become  general,  and  will,  of  course,  apply  to  the  territory  hereafter,  with  a  particular  tract  of 
six  miles,  has  been  made  to  have,  as  has  been  seen,  a  retroactive  operation  in  former  instances,  independent  of  the 
immense  aids  otherwise  bestowed. 

From  the  complexion  of  some  former  statutes  for  the  investigation  of  the  titles,  it  would  appear  to  be  intended 
that  Congress  should  take  up  and  consider  each  individual  case  on  the  facts  of  it  as  reported;  and,  where  they  may 
decide  in  its  favor,  to  include  it  in  a  general  act,  naming  the  persons  and  the  quantities,  and  the  surveys  to  be  after- 
wards made.  Insuperable  obstacles  would  oppose  the  prosecution  of  that  idea.  With  respect  to  eight  claims,  the 
committee  will  perceive  that  it  might  not  have  been  impossible.  Perhaps,  by  further  labor,  fifteen  more  might  have 
been  settled;  but,  for  the  National  Legislature,  aided  by  th.e  most  exact  lights,  to  have  settled  the  whole,  and  to  have 
done  it  so  as  at  once  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  country,  and  render  justice  to  the  Government,  would  have  been  im- 
possible. Great  are  always  the  difficultiesof  exercising  the  judgment  on  matters  at  a  distance,  with  which  the  mind 
is  not  familiar;  greater  are  those  difficulties,  where  foreign  manners,  language,  and  customs  give  a  tinge  to  every 
transaction,  which  the  powers  of  translation  prove  sometimes  inadequate  to  describe.  Where  one  body  of  men  is 
to  investigate,  and  another  to  decide,  the  former,  ignorant  of  the  principles  which  will  govern  the  latter,  may  supply 
a  multitude  of  unimportant  facts,  and  pretermit  some  fact,  which,  if  the  principles  of  decision  had  been  known, 
would  have  proved  highly  important.  Where  equitable  considerations  attach  themselves  to  the  investigation  of  a 
claim,  evanescent  circumstances,  insusceptible  of  being  communicated  or  appreheiided  at  a  distance,  often  enter  into 
the  elements  of  a  correct  decision.  Nothing  is  more  capable  thari  a  subject  of  this  kind  of  being  made  to  appear 
very  straight  and  clear  upon  paper,  and  to  produce  inextricable  confusion  when  applied  to  the  ground.  The  same 
surveyor,  with  the  same  instruments,  cannot  measure  a  tract  of  land  so  as  to  be  upon  the  ground  what  it  appears 
by  paper,  at  every  repetition;  much  less  could  he  measure  a  compact  body  of  settlements,  of  thirty  or  forty  miles, 
actually  inhabited  and  under  cultivation,  preserving  them  contiguous,  and  so  as  to  give  to  every  claimant  a  quantity 
expressed  in  a  statute,  without  throwing  their  lines,  as  existing  on  the  ground,  into  the  utmost  confusion.  In  an 
unsettled  waste,  the  case  would  be  different;  but,  even  then,  when  the  settlements  become  contiguous,  few  Govern- 
ments have  been  capable  of  acting  with  that  penetration  which  subjects  not  the  people  to  long  and  ruinous  contro- 
versies. In  cases  like  the  present,  experience  has  taught,  and  reason  confirms  her  precept,  that  the  powers  to 
investigate  and  to  decide,  to  be  coirect,  must  be  cotemporaneoiis;  and  that  the  titles  of  land,  to  be  exempt  from 
dubiety  and  litigation,  must  be  founded  on  surveys,  in  which  the  ground  is  not  too  strictly  regulated  by  anticipated 
provisions,  and  m  decisions  rendered  on  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  where  every  circumstance  is  admitted  to  a  clear 
and  forcible  operation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  WOODWARD. 

The  Honorable  John  G.  Jackson, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  territory  of  Michigan. 


9th  Congress.]  No.    127.  [1st   Session-. 

APPLICATION  OF  PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  FOR  AN  EXTENSION  OF  CREDIT. 

'  COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH    22,    1806. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  petitions  of  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands  within  the  State  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  territory,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  public  lands  form  a  great  and  increasing  source  of  revenue,  although  the  moneys  accruing  from  their 
sale  cannot  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  a  tax.  Your  committee  can  discover  no  principle  that  will  justify  the 
extension  of  a  further  credit  to  purchasers  who  have  received  a  fair  equivalent  (rapidly  increasing  in  value)  for  the 
sums  which  they  have  stipulated  to  pay,  that  would  not  more  foicibly  warrant  a  similar  extension  of  credit  on  cus- 
tom-house bonds,  and  other  debts  due  to  the  public;  and  they  dread  (if  the  present  wise  and  salutary  provisions 
relating  to  the  sale  of  public  lands  be  once  relaxed)  lest  that  important  branch  of  our  public  resources  should  be 
altogether  dried  up  and  lost.    They,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitions  of  "certain  actual  settlers  on  lands  sold  by  Congress  as  pre-emption  lands,  lying 
between  the  Miamies,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  and  of  sundry  other  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and 
territory  of  Indiana,  is  unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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9th  Congress.]  ]Vo.   128.  [1st  Session. 

MILITARY    LAND    WARRANTS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE   SENATE,  THE  SSth  OF  MARCH,    1806. 

War  Department,  March  29,  1806. 
Sir:  r  .  1  • 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  written  by  direction  of  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the  issuing  of  land  warrants. 
From  the  numerous  applications  which  have  been  made  for  land  warrants  since  the  destruction  of  the  War  Office 
in  the  year  1800,  three  hundred  and  forty  have  been  satisfactorily  substantiated;  of  this  number,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  remain  to  be  issued. 

Since  the  first  of  April  last,  ninety  applications  have  been  made  for  warrants;  of  which  number,  probably  about 
sixty  will  appear  to  be  well  founded,  and  will  form  the  subject  of  a  report  to  Congress  during  its  present  session, 
should  not  the  law  now  in  contemplation  supersede  the  necessity. 

I  cannot  for  a  moment  hesitate  in  giving  my  opinion,  that  the  principles  of  justice  and  good  faith  entitle  those 
applicants  who  have  exhibited  well  supported  claims,  though  not  formally  decided  on,  to  a  fulfilment  of  the  contract 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respectful  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Worthington,  Chairman. 


9th  Congress.]  No.    129.  [1st  Session. 


CLAIMS  IN  THE  DISTRICTS  OFVINCENNES  AND  KASKASKIA,  AND  THE 
LOCATION' OF   CERTAIN    GRANTS. 

communicated  to   the   house    of   representatives,   APRIL   5,  1806. 

Treasury  Department,  Jlpril  3,  1806. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the  land  commissioners  for  the  district  of  Kas- 
kaskia.  The  claims  laid  before  the  commissioners  of  Vincertnes  are  also  very  numerous,  and  some  of  them  of 
great  magnitude.  It  is,  therefore,  believed  that,  as  they  will  be  employed  at  both  places  much  longer  than  had 
been  expected,  some  additional  compensation  may  be  necessary.  I  have,  at  the  same  time,  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  business  will  be  completed  before  next  winter,  and  that  the  lands  found  vacant  may  be  offered  for  sale  in 
October  or  November  next. 

A  difficulty,  however,  occurs,  which  may  impede  the  sales.  Several  grants  had  been  made  by  former  resolutions 
and  acts  of  Congress  for  settlement  or  head  rights,  and  also  to  persons  called  on  militia  service.  A  number  had 
been  ascertained  and  located,  and  patents  issued  by  the  former  territorial  Governors,  but  many  remain  yet  to  be 
located.  Although  it  had  been  clearly  provided  that  those  grants  should  be  laid  out  in  certain  tracts  of  country,  to 
be  laid  out  by  the  Governors,  the  holders  of  those  which  remain  unlocated  seem  to  think  that,  in  cases  where  those 
tracts  of  country  have  not  been  thus  laid  out,  or  are  not  sufficiently  large  to  satisfy  all  the  claims,  they  have  a  right 
to  locate  any  where,  even  on  portions  of  country  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished  till  very  lately. 
As  that  pretension  does  not  appear  just,  and  would  be  injurious  to  the  public,  unless  early  discountenanced,  and  as  a 
provision  seems  at  all  events  necessary,  permit  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  commissioners  to 
lay  out  proper  tracts  of  country  for  that  purpose,  where  it  may  be  necessary,  so  that  the  remaining  lands  may  be 
cleared  from  all  claims,  and  offered  for  sale  next  autumn. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Honorable  Andrew  Gregg,  Chairman,  ^c.  in  Congress. 


Sir:  Kaskaskia,  February  24,  1806. 

We  feel  it  to  be  a  duty,  both  to  the  Government  and  ourselves,  to  inform  you  that  it  is  impossible  f6r  this 
Board  to  make  its  return  during  this  session  of  Congress. 

We  are  now  confident  it  will  be  as  much  as  we  can  do  to  complete  our  business  by  the  close  of  next  summer. 

It  would  be  trifling,  sir,  to  observe  that  we  have  more  business  to  do  than  either  of  the  other  two  Boards  esta- 
blished on  the  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  since  we  have  much  more  than  both.  The  number  of  claims  thrown  in  upon 
us,  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  time  of  entering  with  the  Register,  by  the  law  of  last  session,  is  enormous. 
From  the  character  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  complexion  of  the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  a  very  great  number 
of  these  claims,  we  are  obliged  to  proceed  in  our  examination  of  them  with  much  slowness  and  caution;  the  public 
interest  imperiously  requires  that  we  should  do  so;  and  we  flatter  ourselves,  sir,  that,  in  the  result,  you  will  discover 
that  no  inconsiderable  quantity  of  |and  has  been  saved  to  the  United  States,  by  a  careful  and  anxious  scrutiny  into 
tliose  claims  which,  on  a  first  examination,  appeared  to  have  been  well  supported.. 

Under  these  circumstances,  sir,  and  knowing,  as  the  Government  must,  from  the  representations  of  others,  that 
the  expenses  of  living  are  not  trifling  in  this  country,  we  persuade  ourselves  that  Congress  will  make  to  this  Board 
a  further  allowance  for  our  support  during  the  time  in  which  we  must  necessarily  be  employed  in  this  very  laborious 
business.  As  no  person  has  yet  arrived  authorized  to  survey  the  lands  claimed  by  individuals,  and  as  no  surveys 
which  can  at  all  be  depended  on  have  been  made,  except  the  inconsiderable  quantity  of  land  confirmed  by  the 
Governor,  it  will  necessarily  happen  that  niany  of  the  claims  affirmed  by  us  will  be  found  to  clash  with  respect  to 
their  boundaries  as  returned  to  this  Board,  in  plats  of  private  survey.  Could  not  the  surveyor  be  empowered  to  settle 
these  disputes  on  the  spot  at  his  discretion,  or  under  the  direction  of  this  Board.'' 

There  is  a  class  of  claims  vvhich  have  been  presented  to  this  Board  by  the  inhabitants  of  Pioria,  (a  village  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  Illinois  river.)  The  Governors,  we  perceive,  have  acted  on  some  of  them;  but  have  we  this 
authority?  We  have  thought  not;  that  country  being  without  the  limits  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  the  Kaskaskia 
tribe  of  Indians. 

In  passing  over  those  claims  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Governors,  as  we  have  traced  up  the  claimants' 
right  no  further  than  the  confirmation,  so  we  have  not  traced  down  the  line  of  assignments,  and  subsequent  con- 
37  p 
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veyances  and  affii-med  to  the  present  claimant,  being  the  assignee  of  the  person  to  whom  the  confirmation  was  made 
by  the  Governor;  thinking  that  this  confirmation  was  always  I'oUowed  by  the  issuing  a  patent  to  the  Governors 
confirmed  and  that  this  patent  being  recorded  as  a  starting  point  of  title,  the  territorial  laws  might  provide  rules  to 
regulate  subsequent  conveyances;  but,  from  a  perusal  of  a  copy  of  the  Governor's  records,  sent  us  in  November  last, 
we  find  many  instances  where  confirmation  has  taken  place,  and  no  patent  (if  we  can  believe  claimants)  has  issued. 
What  is  to  be  done  in  such  a  case?  For  us  to  trace  a  claim  thus  confirmed,  down  through  its  various  subdivisions, 
(as  it  often  happens  that  there  are  such)  and  confirm  its  several  parts  to  the  several  assignees  who  apply  to  us, 
would  seem  to  be  endless.  And,  if  we  do  not  do  so,  how  is  the  holder  of  such  right  to  be  supplied -with  evidence  of 
title  public,  legal,  and  capable  of  being  recorded  in  the  country  where  the  land  lies?  Will  the  United  States  issue 
patents  where  the  Governors  have  not?  But  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  discover  where  patents  have  or  have  not 
issued-  the  records  sent  us  are  silent;  and  a  claimant  before  us  may  choose,  in  certain  cases,  to  rest  his  claim  on 
the  record  of  a  vague  confirmation,  and  withhold  his  patent,  which  may  be  more  definite.  The  issuing  of  patents 
by  the  United  States,  in  all  cases,  would  seem  to  be  recommended  by  the  following  facts:  1st,  That  many  of  these 
patented  grants  (it  is  believed)  will  be  found  to  clash.  2d.  That  one-half  of  the  patents  we  have  seen  are  so  vague 
in  their  descriptions,  that  they  may  as  well  be  taken  to  cover  one  tract  of  land  as  another. 

In  your  late  communications  you  seem  to  have  supposed  that  all  confirmed  militia  rights  were  located  within  a 
certain  tract  set  apart  for  that  purpose.  It  is  not  so  in  this  district.  The  Governor  has  permitted  single  rights  of 
this  description  to  be  located  adjoining  other  confirmed  lands,  or  on  lands  where  there  was  a  mill-seat,  or  any 
where,  provided  the  holder  or  holders  would  lay  five  of  them  together- 
Donation  rights  (to  heads  of  tamilies)  are  by  the  law  of  20th  June,  1788,  directed  to  be  located  within  certain 
parallelograms  by  that  law  described.  It  is  now  pretty  clear  that  this  mode  of  location  is  impracticable,  most  of 
the  Mississippi  bottom  being  covered  by  ancient  grants,  and  some  of  those  rights  being  already  located  by  the 
Governor's  permission  on  miU-seats,  &c.  .       .      .    .      ,  ■       ,      •       .  ,     ,    ,  , 

As  these  rights  were  to  have  been  located  on  the  prmie  lands  in  tiie  country,  viz.  the  river  bottom,  the  holders 
will  not  think  it  justice,  after  waiting  twenty  years,  to  be  pushed  back,  and  obliged  to  take  their  several  portions  of 
land  under  former  regulations;  nor,  perhaps,  will  the  United  States  be  willing,  without  some  compensation,  to  sufier 
them  to  take  their  choice  in  single  tracts  of  the  whole  country.  ,-        , 

May  we  suggest  that,  if  a  law  were  to  be  passed  valuing  these  militia  and  donation  claims,  (say  at  two  dollars  for 
each  acre  they  call  for)  directing  this  Board  to  issue  certificates  on  their  ultimate  confirmation,  and  permitting  the 
holders  of  these  certificates  to  purchase  public  lands  with  them  at  this  rate,  at  the  auction  which  is  directed  to  be 
holdeii  when  the  lands  shall  have  been  surveyed,  these  claimants  would  be  satisfied,  and  the  public  interest  would 
not  be  likely  to  suffer;  since  a  competition  among  so  great  a  number  of  certificate  holders  would  certainly  raise  the 
lands  bidden  for  far  above  their  minimum  price. 

We  are  ready  to  confess,  sir,  that,  on  this  point,  we  leel  an  interest;  since  by  law  we  are  entitled  to  a  commis- 
sion on  the  sales.  But  when  it  is  considered  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  give  to  these  claimants  poor  lands  for 
the  best,  (which  they  can  now  claim  as  a  right;)  that  the  eftectof  the  measure  proposed  would  be  to  take  some  of 
the  best  of  the  public  lands  out  of  the  cash  market;  and,  of  consequence,  that  we  siiould  be  injured  if  we  were  not 
allowed  our  commissions  on  the  sale  of  them;  that  the  whole  advantage  arising  from  their  rise  at  auction  above  their 
cash  price,  owing  to  the  admission  of  this  species  of  payment,  would  accrue  to  the  United  States.  That  this  mea- 
sure would,  in  some  degree,  be  only  anticipating  the  revenues  of  officers,  whose  regular  salaries  (considering  the 
distance  they  have  come  from  their  "homes,  and  their  property,  and  their  necessary  expenses  of  living)  are  very 
trivial.  And,  lastly,  that  the  effect  of  this  measure  would  be  an  acceleration  of  the  population  of  so  important  a 
point  of  the  Union;  and  that,  in  consequence,  the  residuary  lands  would  soon  sell.  We  persuade  ourselves  that 
this  circumstance  will  not  be  thought  an  objection  to  the  measure,  and  that  the  measure  will  not  be  thought  an 

unreasonable  one.  ,.-,'•.      r  ^  ^   .    i-     ^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

E.  BACCHUS, 
MICH.  JONES. 
P.  S.  We  hope,  sir,  you  will  excuse  the  incorrectness  of  this  communication.     It  has  been  written  in  muds 
haste,  and  we  have  not  a  moment's  time  to  copy  it. 


9th  Congress.]  No.   130.  [1st  Session. 

CREDIT    ON    PUBLIC    LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  APRIL  5,  1806. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Tjands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution,  on  the  2Gth  day  of  March, 
directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of  the  several  acts  providing  for  the 
sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  lands, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  public  lands  are  now  sold  in  sections,  half  sections,  and  quarter  sections,  that  is,  in  lots  of  six  hundred 
and  forty,  three  hundred  and  twenty,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  at  not  less  than  two  dollars  per  acre,  the 
purchaser  paying  one-fourth  of  the  purchase  money  before  he  can  procure  a  certificate  descriptive  of  the  tract  pur- 
chased, or  be  considered  as  a  purchaser;  another  fourth  part  in  two  years,  another  fourth  part  in  three  years,  and 
the  remaining  fourth  part  in  four  years  from  the  time  of  making  the  purchase.  No  interest  is  charged  i  if  the  instal- 
ments are  punctually  paid  as  they  become  due;  but,  in  case  of  failure  in  punctuality  of  payment,  interest  is  calcu- 
lated from  the  time  of  sale.  If  full  and  complete  payment  is  not  made  for  any  tract  within  one  year  after  the  last 
instalment  has  become  due,  such  tract  is  to  be  sold  by  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  at  public  vendue,  for  a  price 
not  less  than  the  whole  arrears  due  thereon,  with  the  expense  of  sale,  provided  it  will  sell  for  so  much;  but  if  it  will 
not,  then  the  land  is  to  revert  to  tlje  United  States,  and  the  purchaser  forfeits  all  he  may  have  paid. 

By  a  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasury,  made  on  the  10th  of  December  last,  it  appears  that 
the  balance  due  from  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  amounted,  exclusively  of  interest, 
On  the  1st  of  October,  1803,       to        1,092,390  dollars. 
Do.  do.      1804,        to        1,434,212      do. 

Do.  do.      1805,        to        2,094,305      do. 

From  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  debt,  in  the  course  of  the  two  last  years,  has  nearly  doubled,  and  it  must 
continue  to  increase,  not  only  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  sales,  but  from  an  accumulation  of  arrears,  arising  from 
failure  in  punctuality  of  payment. 

By  a  letter  and  statement  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  hereunto  annexed,  and  fo 
be  considered  as  part  of  this  report,  it  appears  that  there  was  due  on  the  1st  day  of  January  last,  on  account  of  pur- 
chases made  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1801,  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars,  which, 
according  to  law,  must  be  paid  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  or  the  lands  be  exposed  to  sale.  This  sum,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  Secretary's  letter,  is  due  from  three  hundred  and  nine  persons.  Although  no  sales  have  yet  taken  place. 


1806.]  CREDIT    ON   PUBLIC    LANDS.  287 

there  is  no  doubt  but  some  must  be  made,  or  the  lands  revert  to  the  United  States,  if  the  law  is  rigidly  executed.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  the  debtors,  whose  lands  are  thus  to  be  sold,  or  to  revert,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  are 
no'^loubt  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  It  appears  doubtful  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  an  attempt  to 
sell  would  be  attended  with  success.  Judging  from  what  has  happened  in  similar  cases  in  other  States,  a  strong  pre- 
sumption arises  that  a  sale  of  the  lands  cannot  be  effected  so  as  to  raise  the  money.  Few  men  are  willing  to  incur 
the  resentment  of  their  neighbors,  by  bidding  for  their  property  at  public  vendue,  even  when  other  neighbors  are 
the  creditors;  and,  when  the  public  is  concerned,  scarcely  a  man  will  be  found  hardy  enough  to  do  it.  The  lands 
will,  therefore,  in  many  instances,  revert  to  the  Government,  encumbered  by  the  occupancy  of  a  tenant,  who  ought 
to  be  evicted  before  another  sale  should  be  made.  It  might  be  added,  that  few  strangers  would  run  the  risk  of  bid- 
ding for  property  at  a  vendue,  when  the  ujjited  interest  of  the  whole  neighborhood  vvas  opposed  to  the  sale. 

Should  this,  on  experience,  prove  to  be  the  case,  and  the  increase  of  the  number  of  debtors  bear  any  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  debt,  as,  under  the  temptation  held  out  by  the  present  system  of  credit,  it  no  doubt  will,  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  that,  in  a  few  years  more,  there  will  be  serious  cause  of  alarm,  not  only  on  account  of  the  debt 
due,  but  even  for  the  lands  which  may  remain  unsold  in  that  section  of  the  Union.  Strongly  impressed  as  the  com- 
mittee are  with  this  opinion,  and  believing-,  as  they  do,  for  fiie  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
his  letter  herewith  submitted,  that,  in  abolishing  the  credit  given  by  the  present  system,  and  lieieafter  sellin"  the 
public  lands  for  ready  money  only,  the  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  this  source,  would  be  very  little,  if 
at  all,  reduced,  and  the  revenue,  of  course,  but  little  effected,  they  feel  themselves  constrained  to  adopt  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  abolish  the  present  system. 

In  expressing  this  opinion,  the  committee  feel  some  diffidence.  The  present  system  was  adopted  on  mature  de- 
liberation, and  so  far  has  succeeded  very  well  in  its  operation:  but,  by  the  accumulation  of  debts,  the  evils  which 
were  dreaded  now  begin  to  unfold  themselves,  and  certainly  wear  an  unpleasant  aspect. 

It  is  not  believed  that  the  proposed  change  of  system  will  operate  any  serious  inconvenience  to  persons  whose 
circumstances  furnish  them  any  prospect  of  becoming  purchasers.  The  small  tracts  in  which  the  lands  are  now 
oftered  for  sale,  place  them  in  the  reach  of  every  person  who  emigrates  to  that  country  with  a  view  of  purchasing: 
and,  unless  the  price  should  be  greatly  reduced,  moneyed  capitalists  will  not  be  induced  to  engage  in  that  extensive 
speculation  in  land  which  some  years  since  prevailed  so  generally  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  from  which  so 
many  mischiefs  have  resulted. 

The  committee,  on  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  are  induced  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  all  such  parts  of  the  laws  respecting  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  as  au- 
thorize a  credit  on  any  part  of  the  purchase  money. 

Sir:  Treasury  Department,  March  28,  1806. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday,  requesting  such  information  as  may  be  connected  with  the 
proposition  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  existing  laws  as  authorizes  a  credit  on  any  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  the 
public  lands. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  recurrence  to  the  report  made  by  this  Department  on  the  10th  December,  1805,  (statements  G 

and  C)  that  the  balance  due  by  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  amounted,  exclusively  of  interest, 

on  tlie  1st  of  October,  1 803,  to  -  ---...      |i, 092,390 

1st  of  October,  1804,  to  -  --..-.        1,434,212 

Istof  October,  1805,  to  -  ------        2,094,305 

The  debt  has,  therefore,  been  increased  one  million  of  dollars,  or  nearly  doubled  in  two  years,  and  it  will  every 
year  be  augmented,  not  only  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  sales,  but  also  on  account  of  the  accumulation  of  arrears 
which  may  not  be  punctually  paid. 

It  also  appears,  by  the  enclosed  statement,  that  the  sum  due  on  the  1st  of  January  last  for  purchases  made  prior 
to  the  year  1802,  and  which  ought  to  have  been  completely  discharged  before  the  end  of  the  year  1805,  is,  exclusively 
of  interest,  two  hundred  and  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  eighty  two  cents.    The  interestdue 
on  that  sum  is  estimated  at  about  twenty-two  thousand  c}ollars;  the  number  of  persons  by  whom  it  is  due  is  three 
hundred  and  nine;  and  it  is  estimated  that  this  sum,  including  interest  which  is  due  by  persons  who  have  paid  only 
the  first  instalment,  is  -  -  -  -  -  -  $166,000 

By  persons  who  have  paid  the  two  first  instalments,        -  ...  -  28,000 

By  persons  who  have  paid  the  three  first  instalments,      -  -  -  -         35,000 

Making,  for  principal  and  interest,  as  above,  -  -     $229,000 

In  every  case  where  those  arrears  will  not  be  paid  at  the  end  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  purchase,  (which 
for  the  above  sum,  will  be  at  various  dates,  but  all  in  the  course  of  this  year.)  the  land  will,  according  to  law,  be  sold, 
or  revert  to  the  United  States;  but  there  is  little  danger  of  that  contingency  taking  place  in  cases  where  the  two  or 
three  first  instalments  have  already  been  paid. 

I  feel  no  hesitation  in  repeating  the  opmion,  which  was  expressed  two  years  ago  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  that 
sales  for  cash  only  would,  in  every  respect,  be  preferable  to  the  present  mode. 

Although  no  symptoms  of  that  kind  have  yet  appeared,  the  accumulation  of  a  debt  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  due 
by  more  than  two  thousand  heads  of  families,  and  which  is  everyday  increasing  in  amount,  and  extending  to  a 

freater  number  of  persons,  may  ultimately  create,  in  that  section  of  the  Union,  a  powerful  interest,  hostile  to  the 
ederal  Government,  and  which  would  endanger  both  the  outstanding  debt  and  the  lands  unsold. 

The  revenue  will  not  be  affected  by  the  change,  for,  although  a  less  quantity  of  lands  will  be  sold,  the  actual  re- 
ceipts will  continue  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  existing  means  of  payment:  for  such  is  the  demand  for  the  public 
lands,  that  the  sales  are  limited  only  by  the  resources  of  the  inhabitants  and  emigrants. 

Nor  is  it  believed  that  the  measure  will  ultimately  be  injurious  to  the  persons  who  intend  to  become  purchasers. 
Although  some  may  thereby  be  prevented  from  purchasing,  the  number  of  actual  delinquents  shows  that  the  credit  al- 
lowed often  induces  individuals  to  make  purchases  beyond  their  means,  and  is  not  less  prejudicial  to  themselves  than 
to  the  public.  It  must  also  be  observed  that,  though  the  nominal  price  on  which  lands  are  sold  on  credit  be  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  the  cash  price,  supposing  the  whole  payment  to  be  made  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  is  only  (on  account 
of  the  discount  of  eight  per  cent,  a  year  on  the  three  last  instalments,  which  is  allowed  for  prompt  payment)  one  dol- 
lar and  sixty-four  cents  per  acre.  A  quarter  section,  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  will,  therefore,  cost 
only  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  forty  cents.  Prior  to  the  act  which  authorized  the  sales  of  lands  in 
quarter  sections,  no  man  could  become  a  purchaser,  unless  he  paid,  within  three  months  thereafter,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars,  if  he  had  purchased  an  entire  section,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  if  his  purchase  was 
for  a  half  section.  This  shows  that,  under  the  proposed  alteration,  it  will  require  only  one  hundred  dollars  more  in 
hand  to  become  a  purchaser,  than  was  necessary  under  the  former  system.  Should,  however,  that  be  considered  as 
a  formidable  objection,  I  would  think  a  moderate  reduction  in  the  price  of  lands  less  injurious  than  a  continuation  of 
the  present  mode. 

1  will  only  add  that,  if  credits  shall  not  be  allowed  hereafter,  some  indulgence,  in  point  of  time,  may  be  given 
to  those  former  purchasers,  whose  lands  will  otherwise  be  sold  during  the  course  of  this  year,  on  account  of  their 
not  having  completed  the  payments  within  five  years  from  the  time  of  purchase.  Should  the  present  system  be  con- 
tinued, a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  law  will  be  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  Andrew  Guego,  Chairman  qfthe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
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Amount  qf  instalments  becoming  due  for  lands  purchased  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  year  1801. 

No  interest  is  included  in  the  instalments. 


Offices. 

Chillicothe. 

Cincinnati. 

SteubenviUe. 

Marietta  and  Zanes- 
ville. 

Number  of  Purchasers. 

One  hundred  and 
twenty-nine . 

Seventy-four. 

One  hundred  and 
three. 

Three. 

Amountof  2(1  instalments, 
"          3d        ditto, 
"          4th       ditto. 

$25,157  14 
26,607  3^ 
39,399  75 

$14,305  65 
19,105  43 
25,739  73 

$9,447  83 
15,943  27 
20,467  10 

$638  65 
638  65 
958  65 

Total, 

$91,164  86 

$59,150  81 

$54,858  20 

$p,235  95 

Chillicothe, 
Cincinnati, 
SteubenviUe, 
Marietta,  &c. 


March  10,  1806. 


$91,164  86 
59,150  81 
54,858  20 
2,235  95 

$207,409  82 


9th  Congress.] 


No.  131. 


[2d  SESsto^f. 


APPLICATION  FOR  LAND  ON  TERMS  DIFFERENT  FROM  THOSE  ESTABLISHED   BY  LAW. 

c6MMUNICATED  to    the  HOnSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  DECEMBER  8,    1806. 

Mr.  Boyle,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  vi'as  referred  the  petition  of  sundiy  inhabitants  of 
Ovid,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  made  the  following  report: 
The  petitioners  request  that  a  law  may  be  passed  by  Congress,  granting  1o  them  the  privilege  of  purchasing  a 
whole  township  of  land  on  the  White  river,  or  Wabash,  in  the  Indiana  territory;  that,  by  their  compact  settlement 
thereon,  they  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  aid  each  other  in  the  support  of  schools  and  religion.  The  petitioners 
have  not  expressly  stated  their  desire  to  have  the  privilege  of  purchasing  on  more  favorable  terms  than  those  pro  • 
vided  by  the  existing  law  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands;  but,  as  by  a  compliance  with  the  terms  of  sale,  they  may, 
under  the  existing  laws,  purchase  an  entire  township,  with  the  exception  of  the  reserved  sections,  and  it  is  presum- 
able they  are  not  ignorant  of  this  circumstance,  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  their  request  can  be  satisfied  only  by  grant- 
ing to  them  the  land  upon  other  and  more  favorable  terms,  than  those  upon  which  the  public  lands  are  offered  for  sale. 

This  is  so  obviously  unreasonable,  that  the  application  could  only  have  proceeded  from  a  want  of  reflection  upon 
the  sound  principles  of  policy  which  have  governed  the  United  States  in  the  disposition  of  their  lands-  To  grant  lands 
upon  every  application  of  this  kind  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  general  system  adopted  by  Congress,  and  would 
tend  directly  to  its  total  subversion.  General  uniform  terms,  of  which  all  may  equally  avail  themselves,  is  a  mode 
of  sale  both  more  equitable  as  it  regards  individuals,  and  less  convenient  and  expensive  to  the  Government,  than 
any  other  mode  that  could  be  devised.  And,  since  we  have  adopted  this  system,  it  ought  to  be  inflexibly  pursued, 
and  a  departure  from  it  never  indulged,  only  for  the  purpose  of  attaining  some  great  object  of  national  utility. 

The  committee  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  submitting  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


9th  Congress.  1 


No.  i; 


[2d  Session. 


LAND    CLAIMS    IN   THE    DISTRICT   OF    VINCENNES. 

communicated  to  congress,  DECEMBER  23,   1806. 

Sir:  Treasury  Department,  December  20,  1806. 

I  have  the  honor,  in  conformity  with  the  several  acts  making  provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Indiana  territory,  to  enclose  the  report  and  transcript  of  decisions  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
examine  the  claims  to  land  in  the  dislrict  of  Vincennes. 

Those  claims  may  be  airanged  under  three  geneial  heads,  viz: 

1.  Claims  allowed  by  Governors,  by  virtue  of  former  acts  of  Congress,  and  which,  except  in  one  instance,  where 
the  grant  appeared  to  have  been  surreptitiously  obtained,  have  been  considered  by  the  commissioners  as  already 
fully  confirmed.  A  list  of  those  claims,  arranged  according  to  their  nature,  will  be  found  in  the  statements  A,  B, 
and  C,  accompanying  the  commissioners'  report. 

On  that  class  of  claims  tvi^o  questions  may  arise:  First,  whether  the  rejected  claim  shall  be  admitted.  Secondly, 
whether  it  will  be  necessary  for  those  who  had  obtained  patents  from  the  territorial  Governors  to  receive  patents 
confirming  the  same  from  the  President  of  the  United  States;  for  this  is  believed  to  be  the  only  instance  where  final 
grants  of  public  lands  have  been  issued  fromariy  other  ofiicer  than  the  President. 

2.  Claims  allowed  by  the  commissioners.  These  are  contained  in  the  transcript  of  decisions,  marked  D,  re- 
quired by  the  act.  They  are  sixty-five  in  number;  none  for  a  quantity  of  land  exceeding  four  hundred  acres,  and 
amount  altogether  to  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  acres-  It  remains  for  Congress  to  determine  whether 
the  decisions  thus  made  by  the  commissioners  in  favor  of  the  claimants  shall  be  confirmed. 

3.  Claims  lejected  by  the  commissioners,  which  consist  of  three  classes:  First,  claims  filed  with  the  Register, 
but  unsupported  by  any  kind  of  evidence,  a  list  of  which,  marked  F,  is  atmexe<l  to  the  report.  Secondly,  claims 
filed  with  the  Register,  and  which,if  properly  supported,  wouki  have  been  embraced  by  the  acts  of  Congress;  rejected, 
either  because  the  evidence  was  insufficient,  or  becau>e  they  had  been  already  decided  upon  by  the  territorial 
Governors;  oi-  because  the  improvement  was  not  deemed  sufficient,  or  had  been  interrupted  by  the  Indians.  The 
substance  of  the  evidence  given  in  support  of  each  claim,  and  of  the  cause  of  rejection,  will  be  found  in  the  state- 
ment V^.  Whether  any  of  these  ought,  notwithstanding  the  rejection  by  the  commissioners,  to  be  confirmed,  remains 
to  be  decided  by  Congress. 
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Thirdly,  claims  not  embraced  by  any  act  of  Congress.  These,  as  will  be  seen  by  statement  G,  consist  of  cer- 
tain large  grants  made  by  the  county  court  to  members  of  that  court,  and  of  tlie  Indian  purchases  claimed  by  the 
companies  known  under  the  names  of  Wabash  and  Illinois.  As  these  had  often  applied  to  Congress,  and  the  nature 
of  their  claim  was  understood,  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  1763,  which  appears  conclusive  against  the  claim,  was 
transmitted  by  this  Department  to  the  commissioners- 
Four  special  cases  have  been  reported  upon  by  the  commissioners,  in  the  statement  H,  and  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Judge  Vanderburgh,  in  relation  to  two  of  those,  is  also  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Note. — For  statements  A,  C,  and  D,  referred  to  in  this  report,  see  No.  136. 


Commissioners'  Office,  Vinoennes,  March  25,  1806. 
Sir: 

The  commissioners  for  examining  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Vincennes,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  26th  March,  1804,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  land  in  the  Indiana  terri- 
tory, and  for  other  purposes,"  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  arranged  the  said  claims  under  the  three  following  heads,  viz: 
1st.  Those  which  have  been  decided  on  and  confirmed  by  the  Governors. 
2d.  Those  which  have  not  been  decided  on  by  the  Governors. 
3d.  Those  which  are  not  embraced  by  any  act  of  Congress. 

The  first  class  is  again  subdivided  into,  1st,  Claims  founded  under  ancient  grants,  or  possessions  under  the 
French  or  British  Governments;  2d,  Claims  founded  on  supposed  grants  from  the  courts;  3d,  Claims  to  the  dona- 
tions of  four  hundred  acres,  as  heads  of  families,  on  or  before  the  year  1783;  and,  4th,  Claims  to  the  donations  of 
one  hundred  acres,  as  militia  men,  enrolled  in  the  militia  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1790,  and  had  done  militia  duty. 
The  powers  of  the  Governors  to  confirm  or  grant  lands  being  vested  in  them  by  law,  the  commissioners  have 
accordingly  considered  their  grants  or  confirmations  (except  in  one  solitary  instance,  explained  in  document  H, 
No.  1,  where  the  grant  appears  to  have  been  surreptitiously  obtained)  as  sufficient  evidence  of  title. 

In  the  confirmations  made  by  the  Governors,  it  has  not  always  been  practicable  to  distinguish  those  founded  upon 
French  or  British  grants  and  possessions  from  those  made  in  virtue  of  court  deeds  and  improvement.  The  com- 
missioners, therefore,  have  been  obliged  to  consolidate  the  claims  of  the  first  and  second  class  under  one  head,  in 
document  marked  A,  which  contains  the  names  of  the  original  claimants,  the  quantity  confirmed  to  each,  and  the 
names  of  those  who  have  entered  their  claims  thereto  with  the  Register,  as  assignees  or  otherwise. 

The  document  marked  B  contains,  1st,  the  names  of  those  heads  of  families  who  were  entitled  to  the  donation 
of  four  hundred  acres,  to  whom,  or  to  whose  assignees,  the  same  were  respectfully  granted  by  the  Governors;  2d, 
the  number  of  the  tract  allotted  to  each;  and,  3d,  the  names  of  the  present  claimants. 

The  first  column  of  document  marked  C  contains  the  names  of  the  militia  men  originally  entitled  to  the  dona- 
tion of  one  hundred  acres;  the  figures  in  the  second  column  denote  the  number  of  the  tract  allotted  to  each  in  the 
general  militia  donation,  on  the  south  side  of  AVhite  river;  and,  where  there  are  no  such  figures,  the  different  do- 
nees have,  by  permission  of  the  Governors,  had  their  respective  tracts  surveyed  or  located  on  their  improve- 
ments; and  the  third  column  contains  the  names  of  the  present  claimants. 

The  second  class  admits  of  a  similar  subdivision.  '         .  .. 

Document  D  contains  a  list  of  the  confirmations  made  by  the  commissioners,  exhibiting  under  the  different  co- 
lumns the  names  of  the  persons  originally  entitled,  the  quantity  claimed,  the  present  claimants,  the  quantity  con- 
firmed, and  the  names  of  those  to  whom  confirmed. 

Document  E  contains  the  rejected  claims,  the  substance  of  the  evidence  adduced  in  their  support,  together  with 
the  commissioners'  remarks  thereon. 

Document  F  is  a  list  of  claims,  in  support  of  which  no  evidence  having  been  exhibited,  they  have  consequently 
been  rejected. 

To  the  third  class  belong  claims  founded  upon  Indian  purchases,  and  unusual  grants  made  by  the  court. 
Document  G  contains  those  species  of  claims,  observations  thereon,  and  rejections  of  the  same. 
Document  H  contains  special  cases. 

Document  I  is  a  plat  as  well  of  the  tracts  confirmed  by  the  Governors  in  the  upper  prairie,  with  the  continuation 
thereof,  claimed  under  purchases  from  Indians,  as  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  granted  by  the  act  of  3d  of 
March,  1791,  to  the  several  persons  then  in  possession  thereof. 

The  commissioner?  beg  leave  to  observe  that,  from  about  the  end  of  the  year  1785  until  about  two  years  after  the~l 
treaty  of  Greenville,  the  country  about  Vincennes,  completely  surrounded  by  hostile  Indian  tribes,  and  cut  oft' from 
every  means  of  relief,  was  placed  in  a  situation  highly  dangerous.  That  the  attempts  to  form  settlements  and  make  ' 
improvements  were  faint,  hazardous,  and  most  generally  frustrated.  They  are,  therefore,  sensible  that,  bound  as 
they  were  by  the  act  of  1791  to  confirm  no  claim  of  that  description,  except  such  as  had  been  actually  improved  and 
cultivated,  their  decisions,  made  conformable  to  that  principle,  must  be  severe,  and  bear  hard  upon  numbers  of 
individuals,  who  have  lemained  ever  since  in  the  country,  and  have  yielded  only  to  the  imperious  necessity  either 
of  exposing  themselves  to  savage  barbarity,  or  of  abandoning  their  lands,  which  they  could  neither  cultivate  nor 
defend. 

To  these  observations  it  may  be  added  that,  even  when  cultivation  has  been  proved,  it  was  not,  in  most  of  the 
cases  that  have  come  before  thein,  of  such  a  nature  as  to  bring  them  strictly  within  the  full  meaning  of  ac/wa/m- 
provement  and  adtivulion,  by  which  Congress  seems  to  have  meant  the  necessary  work  to  support  a  family.  This, 
under  the  cncumstances  above  related,  but  very  few  were  able  to  do.  Consequently,  the  line  of  distinction  between 
improvements  attended  with  or  without  cultivation  is  too  minute  to  distinguish  them  from  each  other,  in  as  satisfac- 
tory a  manner  as  could  be  wished. 

The  nnprovements  and  cultivation  made  on  those  few  spots  where  forts  or  stations  had  been  erected,  and  where 
the  harassed  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  take  shelter,  are  almost  the  only  ones  that  can  come  within  the  full  mean- 
ing of  the  act.  Thus,  besides  the  advantages- the  owners  of  those  places  obtained  in  point  of  security,  they  derived 
from  the  labors  of  their  less  fortunate  neighbors  a  better  claim  to  their  respective  lands. 

In  one  instance,  alone,  have  they  departed  from  the  general  principle  which  has  governed  them  in  their  decisions, 
namely,  that  of  William  Shannon,  assignee  of  John  Howell,  wherein  the  land  claimed  has  been  confirmed  (for 
want  of  a  legular  chain  of  transfers  being  exhibited)  to  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  John  Howell,  the  original  claimant, 
on  proof  being  made  of  the  building  of  a  house,  (actual  residence,)  and  the  establishment  of  a  tan-yard.  They  con- 
sidered the  importance  of  those  improvements,  though  not  attended  with  cultivation,  as  bringing  the  case  within  the 
equitable  powers  vested  in  them  by  law. 

Some  tew  notices  were  filed  with  the  Register  by  the  representatives  of  deceased  persons,  who  claimetl  militia 
donations  under  the  act  of  1791.  On  examining  the  evidence,  it  appeared  that  the  persons  under  whose  rights  the 
claims  were  made  were  dead  before  the  1st  of  August,  1790,  although  they  were  of  full  age  at  the  time  of  their 
death,  and  duly  enrolled  in  the  militia.  Even  some  instances  may  be  cited  of  persons  having  been  killed  by  In- 
dians in  defence  of  (he  country,  and  have  never  received  any  donation  of  lands  from  the  United  States.  The  com- 
missioners, had  it  been  in  their  power,  would  have  confirmed  one  hundred  acres  to  each  of  those  claimants;  but,  as 
the  law  is  positive  that  they  must  have  been  enrolled  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1790,  they  were  obliged  to  reject 
their  claims. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  BADOLLET, 
NATHANIEL  EWING, 
The  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  qf  the  Treasury.  Commissioners. 
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Jl  list  of  the  donations  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land  given  to  the  heads  of  families  in  Vincennes,  in  (he  year  1783; 
utith  the  names  of  the  present  claimants,  and  the  number  of  the  lot  drawn  by  each,  as  laid  off  by  order  of  the 
Governors. 

[The  first  column  of  the  following  table  contains  the  names  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  donations  of  four  hundred  acres 
each,  of  land,  were  given  by  the  resolve  and  act  of  Congress  of  29th  August,  1788,  and  3d  March,  1791,  as  heads  of  famihes 
in  Vincennes,  on  or  before  the  year  1783;  and  which,  conformably  to  the  directions  of  the  said  resolve,  have,  by  the  different 
Governors,  been  allotted  and  laid  out  to  each  of  them.  The  second  column  contains  the  number  of  the  tract  so  allotted  to 
each;  and  the  third  column  contains  the  names  of  the  several  persons  who  have  entered  the  same  in  tlie  Register's  office,  as 
present  claimants.  ] 


Andre,  Joseph 

Adair,  Louis  -  -  - 

Astrus,  called  Guignolet,  Alexis - 

Bordeleau,  Michel 

Barrois.  Francois,  Jun.  - 

Boneau,  Jean  Baptiste  - 

Barrois,  Jean  Baptiste  - 

Brouillet,  Louis 

Bolon,  Amable 
Brouillet,  Michel,  Sen.- 

Bequet,  Pierre 

.Binet,  Jean  Baptiste 

Briquet,  dit  St.  Dizier,  Andre     - 

Bequet,  Jacques's  heirs 

Bolon,  Gabriel 

Barry,  Francois 

Buteau,  widow 

Bolon,  Louis  -  -  - 

Boiieau,  Pierre 

Boneau,  Charles 

Bergeron,  Louis 

Bosseron,  Jean  Baptiste's  heirs    - 

Bolon,  Gabriel,  Sen. 

Bergand,  Dominique 

Barrois,  Francois,  Sen. - 

Bazadon,  Laurent 

Bazinette,  Francois's  widow 

Boucher,  Vital 

Bergand,  Charles 

Boyer,  Louis's  widow  - 

Bordeleau,  Antoine 

Boyer,  Louis,  Jun.   .     - 

Baillarjon,  Nicholas 

Brouillet,  Francois 

Bosseron,  Francois 

Barron,  Pierre's  heirs    - 

Breton,  dit  St.  Martin,  Jean  Baptiste 

Coder,  Pierre's  widow  - 

Coder,  Francois 

Chapoton,  Jean  Baptiste 

Crely,  Jerome 

Clermont,  Ursule 

Cardinal,  Jean  Baptiste 

Cardinal,  Jacques 
Cornoyer,  Pierre 
Carter,  Moses 
Cartier,  Pierre  . 
Carron,  Jean  Baptiste   - 
Conger,  Jonathan 
Chartier,  Joseph 
Chabot,  Joseph 
Caty,  Antoine 
Chapard,  Nicholas 
Campagnotte,  Francois 
Charbonneau,  Jacob 
Chartier,  Jean  Baptiste 
Charpantier,  Jean 
Cardinal,  Nicholas's  widow 

Chapard,  Marie  Claire  - 

Custo,  Gabriel 

D' Amour,  Jean  Baptiste 
Derozier,  Bonaventure 

Danis,  Honore 

Dugal,  Antoine 
Darguiller,  Pierre 
Delaurier,  Rene  Francois 
Duchesne,  Jean  Baptiste 


28 
37 
118 

20 

7 

169 
166 


116 
14 


5 
216 

245 
227 
171 
209 
184 
182 

89 

34 
215 
214 
174 

29 
213 
146 
132 
152 
108 
102 

73 

55 

83 
151 
225 
173 

42 
211 
230 
212 
238 

157 

9 

40 
226 

67 
178 
162 
154 

96 
103 
106 

59 

58 
127 

46 
101 

190 

not 
drawn 
181 
3 


79 
179 
220 

11 


Noah  Purcell. 

Patrick  Simpson. 

Zachariah  Mills. 

George  McClure. 

Ephraim  Jordan. 

C225  Jacob,  Joseph  and  Dorothy  Pancake. 

tl75  Simon  Vanorsdal. 

Anthony  Junkins's  heirs. 

C300  Patrick  Simpson. 

1 100  John  Small. 

Patrick  Simpson. 

Louis  Nicholas  Fortin. 

C1333  Louis  Nicholas  Fortin. 

<  133j  Henry  Vanderburgh. 

C  133 J  Not  entered  with  Register, 

James  Johnson,  Esq. 

Touissant  Dubois. 

George  Wallace,  Jr. 

William  Clarke's  heirs. 

Thomas  Coulter. 

William  Mcintosh. 

Henry  Vanderburgh.  "'* 

Henry  Vanderburgh. 

Richard  Pollard. 

Jonathan  Purcell. 

Heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Bosseron. 

Robert  Buntin. 

William  Wells. 

Nathaniel  Ewing. 

Nathaniel  Ewing. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vim 

Dubois  and  Marchal,  in  trust. 

Samuel  McConnel. 

Jeremiah  Davidson. 

William  Welton. 

Jonathan  Marney. 

John  D.  Hay. 

Antoine  Marchal. 

Abraham  Fry  Snapp. 

C  Peyton  Short.  7    i-      j   i 

llOO  One  of  the  heirs  of  donee.  5   'I'^Pited. 

William  Henry  Harrison. 

Samuel  McKee. 

Henry  Vanderburgh. 

Simon  Gonzalis. 

William  Wells; 

William  Wells. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Fraticois  Vigo. 

Manuel  Liza. 

C266a  Louis  Nicholas  Fortin. 

1 133|  Not  entered  with  Register. 

William  Bullitt. 

Samuel  Thompson. 
John  McClure. 

CI 00  John  McClure. 

(  300  Patrick  Simpson. 
Thomas  Jones. 
Thomas  Jones. 
Thomas  Jones. 
John  McCoy. 
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Duraay,  Amable's  widow 
Delaurier,  Jean  Baptiste 
Denoyon,  Toussaint's  widow 
Ditard,  Nicholas 

Dudevoir,  dit  Lachisne,  Charles  - 
Dube,  Joseph  -  -  - 

Drouet,  dit  Richarville,  Antoine 
Delisle,  Amabie 
Dumais,  Ambroise 
Denoyon,  Jean  Louis    - 
Devignet,  Louis 
"Dizier,  widow 
De  Hetre,  widow 
Dalton,  Valentine  Thomas 
Dagene,  Joseph 

Dutremble,  dit  Lafleur,  Jean  Baptiste 
Denoyon,  Louis's  widow 
Delisle,  Charles 
Danis,  Jacques 
Dubois,  Jean  Baptiste   - 
Ducharme,  Joseph 
Deiousse,  Francois 
Dagneau,  Pierre 

Dappron,  Guilleaume's  widow     - 
Daiiis,  Antoine 
Dielle,  Charles 
Edeiine,  Louis 
Etienne,  Jacques 
Fouche,  Bonaventure    - 

Garcis,  John  -  -  .   - 

Gagnier,  Louis 

Guignolet,  Jean 
Goder,  Toussaint 
Goder,  Rene 
Gameline,  Pierre 
Goder,  Louis  - 
Gameline,  Paul 
Guion,  Pierre 

Gilbert,  Pierre 

Goder,  Francois 
Guielle,  Charles 
Guarguipie,  Amabie 
Griniarre,  Pierre's  widow 
Gameline,  Antoine 
Guilbaut,  Charles 
Hunot,  Toussaint's  heirs 
Hamelin,  Joseph 
Hasselin,  Joseph 
Harpin,  Jean  Baptiste   - 
Henry,  Moses 

Hunot,  Joseph,  Sen. 

Hamilton,  William 
Joyalle,  Jean  Baptiste   - 
Johnston,  Edward 
Joseph,  Michel  Andre  - 
Lacoste,  dit  Languedoc,  Charles 
Lognon,  Francois 

Legarde,  Jean,  widow  of 

Lafbrrest,  Pierre 

Legaud,  Rene 

Lelevre,  Antoine's  widow 

Lafleur,  Francois 

Legraod,  Gabriel's  widow 

Lacoste,  dit  Languedoc,  Andre   - 

L'Ardoise,  Amable's  widow 

Lamoureux,  Joseph 

Lamothc,  dit  Cochon,  Jacques     - 

Languedoc,  Francois     - 

Lapointe,  Nicholas 

Labuxiere  Genevieve,  widow 

Lacroix,  Jacques 

Languedoc,  Barbe  Durand,  widow 

Langlois,  Rene 

Laderoute,  Louis 

Lelevre,  Pierre 

Lamar,  Louis 

Lebarge,  Dennis 

Larsh,  Joseph's  heirs     - 

Lunsford,  Antoine 


19 

115 

10 

41 

54 

156 

232 

119 

219 

186 

193 

210 

130 

192 

163 

149 

142 

133 

109 

100 

85 

107 

140 

126 

62 

15 

13 

196 

242 


Present  Claimants. 


C300  Isaac  Westfall. 

1 100  Ephraim  Jordan. 

Isaac  Westtall. 

Patrick  Simpson. 

William  Henry  Harrison. 

Toussaint  Dubois. 

George  Fidler. 

Antoine  Drouet. 

Thomas  Jones. 

James  Reed. 

Henry  Vanderburgh. 

Zachariah  Mills. 

Samuel  Baird. 

Robert  Buntin. 

John  Rice  Jones. 

William  Mcintosh. 

Touissaint  Dubois. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vjgo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Not  entered  with  Register. 

Isaac  Westfall. 

Joseph  Vanmetre. 

Toussaint  Dubois. 

C200  Laurent  Bazadon. 

1200  William  BuUit. 

C200  Henry  Barkman. 

<  100  Louis  Reel. 

C  100  John  Thickston. 

Robert  Baird. 

William  Morrison's  heirs. 

William  Snider. 

Peyton  Short. 

Jesse  and  Abijah  Hunt. 

William  H.  Harrison. 

Henry  Vanderburgh. 

ClOO  Simon  Gonzalis. 

1 300  Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Louis  Nicholas  Fortin. 

Richard  Pollard. 

Abraham  Brinker. 

Francois  Vigo. 

Francois  Vigo. 

C  227  Patrick  Simpson. 

C  173  Jeremiah  Mayes. 

Not  entered  with  Register. 

Jonathan  Purcell. 

John  Mills's  heirs. 

Isaac  Westfall. 

William  Welton. 

Daniel  Smith. 

C380  William  McClure. 

C  20    Jeremiah  Claypoole. 

Henry  Hurst. 

John  Ochiltree. 

Isaac  Westfall. 

Abraham  Fry  Snapp. 

Patrick  Simpson. 

Patrick  Simpson. 

Patrick  Simpson. 

Peyton  Short. 

Toussaint  Dubois. 

Toussaint  Dubois. 

William  Mcintosh. 

William  Mcintosh. 

Henry  Vanderburgh. 

Henry  Vanderburgh. 

Samuel  Baird. 

Samuel  Baird. 

John  Edgar. 

John  Small. 

John  Small. 

George  Wallace,  Jun.  &  Co. 

Antoine  Lunsford's  heirs. 
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Legras,  Philip,  widow  of  - 

Leveron,  »Jit  Metteye,  Joseph      - 

Latrimouiile,  Jacques     - 

Lognon,  Joseph    „■,.,' 

Lafontaine,  Jean  Baptiste's  widow 

Lemay,  Louis  -  "  " 

Labelie,  Joseph 

Lefevre,  Antoine's  heirs 

Moyse,  Jean  Baptiste    - 

Miliet,  Jean  Bapliste     -  -  .  " 

Meaux,  -  '  '  " 

Mallet,  Francois 

Mallet,  Pierre  ;■ 

Magnant,  Germain's  widow 

Magot,  Nicholas 

Mette,  Rene, 

Marie,  Antoine  -  "  ' 

Mangen,  Jean  Baptiste 

Montplaisir,  Andre       -  ■  " 

Maisonville,  Joseph       -  -  ' 

Moreau,  Antoine  -  -  " 

Mallet,  Joseph 

Mehl,  Frederick 

Metteye,  Louis 

Minie,  Francois 

Mallet,  Antoine 

Mallet,  Louis 

Neau,  Michel 

Ouillette,  Jean  Baptiste 

Payette,  Joseph 

Perret,  Pierre 
Page,  Guilleaume  - 

Philibert,  Etienne's  heirs 
Perrot,  Nicholas's  widow 

Perron,  Pierre,  Sen. 

Pluchon,  Francois's  heirs 

Panetun,  Etienne 

Perthuit,  widow        .    - 

Pluchnn,  Joseph's  heirs 

Payette,  Guilleaume      - 

Peltier,  Eustace 

Pluchon,  Louis 

Peltier,  Andre's  widow 

Peltier,  Francois's  widow 

Perron,  Amable  -  .        ,    '  . , 

Philibert,  dit  Orleans,  Etienne's  widow 

Perron,  Pierre's  widow 

Perodo,  Joseph 

Querre.  Pierre  -      . 

Renault,  dit  Delauner,  Louis 

Racine,  dit  Ste.  Marie,  Jean  Baptiste 

Richard, widow  - 

Racine,  Francois 

Roy,  Andre,  Jun. 

Roy,  Andre,  Sen. 

Renau,  Antoine 

Rimbault,  Pierre 

Richard,  Jean  Baptiste 

Riendo,  Jacques 

Rochard,  Pierre 

Renger,  Pierre 

Raux,  Joseph 

Roussaint,  Francois 

Roussault,  Louis 

Ravalet,  Louis 

Racine,  dit  Ste.  Marie,  Jean  Baptiste 

Rouse,  Joseph 

Ste.  Marie,  Joseph 

Ste.  Marie,  Francois     - 

Sequin,  dit  Guignolet,  Louis 

Ste.  Marie,  Etienne 

Ste.  Aubin,  Jean  Baptiste 

Ste.  Marie,  Joseph,  Sen. 

Stone,  widow  ■  ,   »     i  ' 

Ste.  Marie,  Racine,  Pierre,  and  Andre 

Sabaile,  Joseph 


27 


221 


25 


Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo,  and  the  heirs. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Not  entered  with  Register. 
Not  entered  with  Register. 
C200  William  Mcintosh. 
1200  William  BuUit. 
Laurent  Bazadon. 
Ma,tthias  Rose. 
John  Westfall. 
Isaac  Westfall. 
Patrick  Simpson. 
Louis  Nicholas  Fortin. 
John  Armstrong. 
Laurent  Bazadon. 
Richard  Pollard. 
Jonathan  Purcell. 
Samuel  Baird. 
Abraham  Brinker. 
Abraham  Brinker. 
Hugh  Knox. 
Frederick  Mehl. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 

Moses  Decker,  Jun.  and  Isaac  Harness. 
C300  Michel  Neau's  heirs. 
1 100  William  Morrison. 
Robert  Buntin. 
C250  Thomas  Jones. 
1 150  Not  entered  with  Register. 
Isaac  Westfall. 
Patrick  Simpson. 
Jeremiah  Claypoole. 
(William  Mcintosh,  and 
I  Nicholas  Perrot's  heirs. 
r  William  Mcintosh,  and 
^  Francois  Vigo.    ■ 
Henry  Vanderburgh. 
Henry  Vanderburgh. 
Samuel  Baird. 
Samuel  Baird. 
William  Wells. 
Francois  Vigo. 
f  200  John  Rice  Jones. 
i  200  Samuel  Means. 
James  O'Hara. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Manuel  Liza. 
Francois  Vigo. 
William  Welton. 
C  300  Noah  Spears. 
i  100  Daniel  Black. 
John  and  Jacob  Anthis. 
Patrick  Simpson. 
William  H.  Harrison. 
William  Mcintosh. 
William  Mcintosh. 
William  Mcintosh. 
Henry  Vanderburgh. 
Robert  Buntin. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
C200  James  Scott. 
1 200  Abraham  Fry  Snapp. 
Not  entered  with  Register. 
Not  entered  with  Register. 
Isaac  Westfiill. 
Abraham  Fry  Snapp. 
r200  William  Mcintosh. 
^  100  Henry  Vanderburgh. 
C 100  General  W.  Johnson. 
Abraham  Stipp. 
Peyton  Short. 
Henry  Vanderburgh. 
William  Wells.  . 

Pierre  Racine  Ste.  Mane. 
Francois  Vigo. 
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LIST,  &c.— Continued. 


Original  Donees. 


Santier,  Olivier 
Twebaugh,  Jacob 
Tougas,  Joseph 
Toulon,  Jean 
Trudel,  Francois 
Tonton,  Francois 
Tougas,  Jean  Baptiste  - 
Turpin,  Francois 

Urno,  Francois 

Vaudry,  Jean  Baptiste,  Jun. 
Vaudry,  Jean  Baptiste,  Sen. 
Vaudry,  Antoine 
Valle,  Alexander 
Vieo,  Francois 
Valcourt,  widow 

Villerage,  Jean  Baptiste 

"Vachette,  Pierre's  heirs 
Vachette,  Francois 
Valiqu«tte,  Francois 
Villeneuve,  Charles 
Villaret,  Jean  Baptiste 


197 

246 

60 

164 

122 

218 

39 

90 


49 
139 

45 
136 
112 
234 


231 

36 
240 
170 
228 


Present  Claimants. 


Noah  Spears- 
Jacob  Twebaugh. 
William  H.  Harrison. 
Toussaint  Dubois. 
James  Reed. 
William  Mcintosh. 
Jonathan  Purcell. 
Francois  Vigo. 
C200  Samuel  Means. 
i  200  John  Lewis's  heirs. 
Daniel  McClure. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Francois  Vigo. 
Isaac  Westtall. 
Isaac  Westfall. 
William  Mcintosh. 
C  William  Mcintosh  and 
(.Samuel  Baird. 
William  Mcintosh- 
Jonathan  Purcell. 
Francois  Valiquette. 
Joseph  Vanmetre. 
Henry  Vanderburgh. 


E. 

A  report  on  land  claims  rejected  on  their  merits. 

Vital  Boucher,  brother  and  heir  of  Joseph  Boucher's  claim  to  a  donation  of  four  hundred  acres,  as  h^ad  of  a 
family  in  Vincennes,  in  the  year  1783. 

It  appears  from  the  depositions  of  Charles  Delisle,  Pierre  Querre,  and  Joseph  Chartier,  that  Joseph  Boucher,  in 
the  year  1783,  lived  with  his  two  brothers  in  Vincennes,  and  that  Charles  and  not  Joseph  Boucher  was  the  head  of 
that  family;  wherefore,  the  commissioners  reject  this  claim. 

Daniel  Smith  claims  two  hundred  acres,  in  addition  to  two  hundred  acres  granted  him  by  the  Governor,  in  right 
of  his  own  improvement,  and  one  hundred  acres,  in  addition  to  three  hundred  acres  granted  him  by  Governor  Har- 
rison, as  assignee  of  John  Murphy,  in  right  of  improvement. 

It  appears  to  the  Board  that  these  two  claims  have  been  acted  upon  by  Governor  Harrison,  who  granted  the 
several  quantities  of  land  mentioned  in  the  notice  of  claim;  and,  being  of  opinion  that  the  Governor's  decisions 
thereon  are  conclusive,  they  do,  therefore,  reject  both  these  claims. 

Jekemiah  Mayes  claims  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  addition  to  two  hundred  acres  granted  to  him  by  the 
Governor,  in  right  of  improvement. 

This  claim  is,  in  every  respect,  circumstanced  like  those  above  laid  in  by  Daniel  Smith;  and  is,  for  the  reasons 
therein  mentioned,  rejected  by  the  commissioners. 

Antoine  Petit,  dit  Lalumiere,  and  wife,  sister,  and  heir  of  Jean  Baptiste  Villeray,  deceased,  claim  fifty  acres 
of  land,  as  sugar  camp  right. 

The  deposition  of  Josette  Page,  widow,  taken  in  support  of  this  claim,  is  as  follows:  "  That  Jean  Baptiste  Vil- 
leray was  her  son;  that  he  occupied  a  sugar  camp  below  the  village,  before  the  Americans  took  this  country;  and 
that  he  was  at  that  time  eighteen  years  old."  But  the  commissioners  find,  on  examining  the  church  records,  that  he 
was  but  thirteen  years  old  at  the  lime  this  country  became  a  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  If,  therefore,  he  was  but 
eighteen  when  he  first  established  the  sugar  camp,  it  must  have  been  in  the  year  1784,  and  too  late  to  come  under 
the  ancient  customs;  wherefore,  they  reject  this  claim. 

Antoine  Petit,  dit  Lalumiere,  claims  four  hundred  acres  of  land  near  Racoon  creek,'in  right  of  improvement. 

Josette  Page,  who  was  the  only  evidence  produced  to  support  this  claim,  proves  nothing  more  than  that  she  heard 
it  said  that  the  claimant  made  an  improvement  near  Raccoon  creek,  but  she  never  saw  the  improvement,  nor  does 
she  knovv  of  her  own  knowledge  that  any  was  made;  claim,  for  want  of  proof,  is  rejected. 

Antoine  Petit,  dit  Lalumiere,  claims  a  donation  of  four  hundred  acres,  as  head  of  a  family  in  Vincennes, 
in  1783. 

The  claimant  did  not  produce  any  evidence  to  prove  that  he  was  the  head  of  a  family  in  1783,  but  acknowledged 
that  he  was  in  that  year  a  resident  ot  Canada,  and  did  not  come  to  Vincennes  until  the  year  1784:  consequently,  he 
is  not  entitled  to  a  donation  under  the  act  of  Congress;  and,  therefore,  his  claim  is  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Constant,  deceased,  claim  fifty  acres  of  land,  in  right  of  a  sugar  camp. 

It  is  proved  by  Pierre  Querre,  that,  in  the  year  1784,  said  Constant  took  up  a  sugar  camp  near  fort  Apparent,  and 
cultivated  it.  The  commissioners  being  of  opinion  that  this  claim  cannot  be  considered  as  coming  under  the  de- 
scription of  an  ancient  title,  the  country  being  then  a  part  of  the  United  States,  do  therefore  reject  it. 

Rene  Goder  claims  a  donation  of  four  hundred  acres,  as  head  of  a  family  in  Vincennes,  in  1783. 

It  is  proved  by  Pierre  Querre  and  Amable  Bolon,  that  Rene  Goder  was  not  married  until  the  year  1786,  and  that 
he  lived  with  his  father  until  that  time.  The  commissioners,  being  of  opinion  that  he  does  not  come  under  the  de- 
scription of  those  entitled  to  a  donation  under  the  act  of  Congress,  reject  this  claim. 

John  Decker  claims  four  hundred  acres  of  land  on ,  in  right  of  improvement. 

It  IS  proved  by  the  oaths  of  Moses  Decker  and  Joseph  Decker,  that  the  said  Moses  Decker,  father  to  the  said  John 
Decker,  in  the  year  1786,  took  up  a  tract  of  land  for  the  said  John,  his  son,  who  was  then  but  one  year  old,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  cabin  on  the  land.  The  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature 
to  grant  lands  in  right  of  improvement  to  persons  who  were  too  young  to  make  any;  and,  no  cultivation  having  been 
proved,  they  do,  for  both  those  reasons,  reject  this  claim. 

Moses  Decker,  Jr.  claims  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  right  of  improvement  on . 

It  is  proved  by  the  oaths  of  Moses  Decker  and  Joseph  Decker,  that  the  said  Moses  Decker,  father  of  the  said 
Moses  Decker,  Jr.,  took  up  this  tract  of  land  for  his  son  (the  claimant)  in  the  year  1786,  who  was  then  seven  years 
old,  and  that  he  laid  die  foundation  of  a  cabin  thereon.     The  commissioners,  for  the  reasons  given  for  rejecting  the 
preceding  claim,  do  reject  this  one. 
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The  heirs  of  Jacob  Decker,  deceased,  claim  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on . 

It  is  provedjby  the  oaths  of  Moses  Decker  and  Jacob  Decker,  that,  in  the  year  178-,  the  father  of  the  said  Jacob 
Decker,  (who  was  then  between  eight  and  eleven  years  old)  took  up  this  tract  of  land  for  the  said  Jacob  Decker, 
his  son,  but  that  no  improvement  was  made  thereon.  The  commissioners  reject  this  claim  for  the  reasons  given  for 
rejecting  the  two  preceding  ones. 

Jacob  Minor,  assignee  of  Luke  Mattson,  claims  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  the  waters  of 
White  river. 

It  is  proved  by  Jonathan  Conger,  that  he  went  with  Ralph  over  White  river  to  hunt' horses.  That,  on  their 
return,  the  said  Mattson  deadened  some  trees  on  the  tract  claimed,  and  told  the  deponent  it  was  an  improvement 
for  his  son  Luke.  The  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  this  cannot  be  considered  as  an  improvement  and  cultiva- 
tion; and  therefore  reject  the  claim. 

John  Small,  assignee  of  Nicholas  Baillarjon,  claims  three  hundred  acres,  at  the  black  grounds  on  the  river  Em- 
barras,  by  a  court  deed  dated  14tli  February,  1782. 

Josette  Page  proves  that,  about  the  years  1783  or  1784,  Nicholas  Baillarjon  went  with  her  husband  to  make  im- 
provements on  lands  severally  granted  to  them.  That  they  stayed  some  days,  and  on  their  return  informed  her  they 
had  done  so,  and  built  cabins  on  their  lands;  but  that  she  never  saw  the  improvement.  Jean  Baptiste  Barrois  proves 
that  he  saw  a  cabin,  and  less  than  an  arpent  cleared  on  the  land  claimed  by  Nicholas  Baillarjon,  but  does  not  know 
who  did  the  work.  The  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  first  deposition  is  but  hearsay  evidence,  and  that  the 
second  does  not  prove  any  cultivation;  wherefore,  they  reject  the  claim. 

Michel  Bordeleau  claims  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  at  the  little  village,  in  right  of  im- 
provement. 

An  affidavit  of  Louis  Seguin,  deceased,  has  been  filed  and  recorded,  stating  that  Michel  Bordeleau  cleared, 
cultivated,  and  settled  on  a  piece  of  land  at  the  little  village,  in  the  year  1768.  The  claimant  acknowledged,  in 
presence  of  the  commissioners,  that  he  is  now  but  thirty-eight  years  old,  and  that  the  said  clearing  was  made  by  his 
father  Antoine.  A  mistake  in  the  Christian  name  is  here  evident;  and,  as  Antoine  Bordeleau  has  claimed  and 
obtained  a  confirmation  of  the  same  land  from  the  commissioners,  they,  therefore,  reject  this  claim  of  the  soiv 

Reijje  Campeau  claims  a  donation,  as  head  of  a  family  in  Vincennes,  in  178.3. 

Antoine  Lefevre  proves  that  the  claimant  was  married  in  1788  or  1789,  and  cannot  recollect  that  he  was  head  of 
a  family  in  1783.    As  it  is  not  proven  that  he  was  the  head  of  a  family  in  1783,  the  commissioners  reject  his  claim. 

The  heirs  of  Abner  Prick,  as  assignee  of  Jean  Baptiste  Constant,  claim  a  donation  as  head  of  a  family  in  1783. 

It  is  proved  by  Pierre  Querre,  that  Jean  Baptiste  Constant  was  a  head  of  a  family  at  Ouiattonon  and  Vincennes, 
before  and  after  the  year  1783.  That  he  was  an  Indian  trader,  and  came  to  settle  for  good  in  Vincennes  in  the  year 
1785,  his  wife  having  till  then  remained  at  Ouiattonon. 

The  ambiguity  of  that  part  of  the  above  testimony  which  states  Jean, Baptiste  Constant  to  have  been  head  of  a 
family  both  at  Ouiattonon  and  Vincennes,  before  1783,  is  removed  by  the  statement  which  follows,  viz.  that  his  wife 
remained  at  Ouiattonon  until  the  year  1785,  whereby  it  sufiiciently  appears  that  he  was  head  of  a  family  at  Ouiattonon, 
and  not  at  Vincennes.  The  commissioners  aie  of  opinion  that  this  case  is  not  embraced  by  the  acts  of  Congress; 
therefore,  reject  the  claim  of  the  said  Abner  Prior's  heirs. 

Francois  Campagnotte  claims  four  hundred  acres  of  land  near  the  Dry  Wood  swamp  in  rigjit  of  improvement. 

Louis  Delaurier  proves  that  claimant,  twenty  years  ago,  marked  some  trees  on  a  piece  of  land  adjoining  James 
Johnson's  tract:  that  he  neither  built  nor  cultivated,  and  does  not  know  of  its  ever  having  been  granted  by  the 
court. 

Here  appears  neither  improvement  nor  cultivation;  the  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected  by  the  commissioners. 

Francois  Campagnotte  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  land  below  Racoon  creek,  in  right  of  im- 
provement. 

Louis  Delaurier  proves  that  claimant,  eighteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  took  up  a  piece  of  land  below  Racoon 
creek,  built  a  cabin,  and  planted  some  fruit  trees;  but  could  not  stay  there  on  account  of  the  Indians.  Neither  im- 
provement of  the  land  nor  cultivation  is  here  proved;  the  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

Daniel  Sullivan's  heirs,  who  was  assignee  of  Pierre  Cartier,  claim  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  on  Mill 
creek,  in  right  of  improvement. 

Four  hundred  acres  of  land  have  already  been  granted  by  the  Governor  to  John  Small,  assignee  of  Pierre  Cartier. 
n  right  of  his  improvement,  which,  by  subsequent  sales,  have  come  into  the  possession  of  Henry  Vanderburgh  and 
James  Ledgerwood,  as  will  apfjear  by  the  statement  of  claims  heretofore  confirmed,  document  A.  And  as  no  one 
person  can  be  entitled  to  two  difl'erent  tracts  of  land  by  improvement  right,  this  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

Michel  Bordeleau,  in  right  of  his  wife,  only  heir  of  Fran(jois  Duquointe,  deceased,  claims  fifty  acres  of  land, 
in  right  of  a  sugar  camp. 

By  the  deposition  of  Joseph  Chartier,  it  is  proved  that  Francois  Duquointe  occupied  a  sugar  camp  thirty-eight  or 
nine  years  ago.  That  Jean  Chabot,  who  married  said  Duquointe's  widow,  kept  possession  of  it,  and  continued  to 
make  sugar  thereon  until  his  (Jean  Chabot's)  death.  By  reference  to  document  A,  it  will  appear  that  this  sugar 
camp  has  been  granted  by  the  Governor  of  the  territory,  and  is  now  claimed  by  Alexander  Valle,  as  assignee  of  the 
heirs  of  the  said  Jean  Chabot.  From  those  circumstances,  the  present  claim  must  be  considered  as  having  been 
heretofore  decided  on  and  satisfied,  and  is  rejected  on  that  ground. 

Thomas  Jones,  as  legatee  of  Charlotte  Ducharme,  widow  and  heir  of  Joseph  Ducharme,  deceased,  claims  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  in  virtue  of  a  verbal  grant  from  Mr.  Ste.  Marie,  British  Commandant,  to  said  Joseph  Du- 
charme, and  improvement  made  thereon. 

The  commissioners  observe  that  this  tract  has  already  been  granted  by  the  Governor  of  the  Northwest  territory 
to  the  abovenamed  Joseph  Ducharme,  and  is  now  claimed  by  trie  heirs  of  Colonel  J.  Francis  Hamtramck,  as  his 
assignee.  (See  document  A.)    They,  therefore,  reject  this  claim. 

Abraham  Decker  claims  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  right  of  improvement,  on . 

As  this  claim  has  been  already  decided  on  by  the  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  territory,  who  granted  the  said 
Decker  two  hundred  acres,  therefore  (see  document  A)  it  must  be  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Jacob  Dremin,  deceased,  claim  ibur  hundred  acres  in  the  forks  of  the  river  Embarras,  by  a  grant  of 
the  court,  dated  April  10,  1786,  and  improvement. 

Jonathan  Conger  proves  that,  in  the  year  1786,  he  went  with  Jacob  Dremin  to  show  him  land  on  the  waters  of 
White  river;  that  he  (Dremin)  built  the  foundation  of  a  cabin,  deadened  the  timber  of  about  three-fourths  of  an 
acre,  and  planted  some  corn.  He  continued  about  forty  days  in  the  country,  and  then  w'ent  off.  The  deponent 
adds  that  he  was  informed  the  said  Dremin  was  killed  on  his  return  home.  Jacob  Dremin's  short  residence  in  the 
country  repels  the  idea  of  an  intended  permanent  settlement.  Moreover,  the  small  improvement,  such  as  it  was, 
was  made  on  a  different  tract  from  the  one  supposed  to  have  been  granted  by  the  court  deed;  the  former  being  on 
the  east,  and  the  latter  several  miles  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Wabash.  From  the  above  considerations,  the 
commissioners  are  induced  to  reject  this  claim. 

The  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Duchesne,  deceased,  claim  fifty  acres  of  land,  a  sugar  camp  right. 

The  commissioners  observe  that  a  tract  of  fifty  acres  has  (see  document  A)  already  been  granted  by  the  Gover- 
nor to  the  said  Jean  Baptiste  Duchesne,  in  right  of  a  sugar  camp,  and  is  now  claimed  by  Abraham  Kuykendall,  as 
assignee.    This  claim  must,' therefore,  be  rejected. 

James  Fernsley  claims  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  Wilson's  creek,  by  a  deed  from  the  court,  dated  1st 
August,  1785,  and  an  improvement.    It  is  proved  by  John  Martin  that  James  Fernsley,  in  1785,  cleared  about  an 
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acre  of  land  on  Wilson's  creek,  partly  built  a  cabin,  sowed  timothy  and  turnip  seeds,  and  planted  corn  thereon;  he 
had  no  family,  never  resided  on  the  lan<l,  and  left  the  country.  The  deponent  adds  that  the  claimant,  on  his  return 
to  this  place  in  the  spring  following,  with  his  family,  was  forced  back  by  the  Indians.  An  actual  improvement  and 
cultivation  being  required  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1791,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  the  confirmation  of  a  supposed 
grant,  must,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  imply  a  permanent  residence,  not  a  transient  one  of  a  few  days, 
evidently  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  improvement.  The  commissioners,  therefore,  for  want  of  such  actual  resi- 
dence, reject  this  claim. 

Abraham  F.  Snapp,  assignee  of  Thomas  Foreman,  claims  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement. 

It  is  proved,  by  an  affidavit  of  Philip  Devore,  that  Thomas  Foreijian  had  liberty  from  the  French  Commandant, 
in  the  year  1785,  to  improve  four  hundred  acres  of  land;  that  the  Indians  prevented  the  making  any  improvement 
on  the  land;  that  said  Foreman  remained  in  the  country,  living  on  and  improving  the  land  of  others,  for  several 
seasons.  Foreman  having  been  a  resident  in  the  country  for  some  seasons,  and  employed  in  improving  the  lands  of 
others,  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  entitle  him  to  a  tract  of  land,  which,  it  is  admitte(f,  he  not  only 
neither  improved  nor  cultivated,  but  did  not  so  much  as  designate  the  situation  or  position  of.  For  these  reasons, 
this  claim  is  rejected. 

PiKRRE  Grimarre  claiuisone  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  land,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Wabash  river,  in  right 
of  improvement. 

By  Frangois  Languedoc,  the  clearing  of  between  half  an  acre  and  an  acre,  on  a  piece  of  land  below  Racoon 
creek,  by  claimant,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  is  proved;  but  it  is  further  proved  that  he  neither  ploughed  nor  culti- 
vated.   The  claim  is  therefore  rejected. 

Charles  Grimarre  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  land,  below  Racoon  creek,  in  right  of  improvement. 

The  same  deposition  having  been  made  in  support  of  this  claim  as  in  the  preceding,  it  is  also  rejected. 

Laurent  Bazadon,  assignee  of  Charles  Grimarre,  claims  a  militia  right  of  one  hundred  acres. 

Rene  Campeau  proves  that  Charles  Grimarre  is  now  but  twenty-five  years  old :  as,  consequently,  he  was  but  fen 
years  old  in  1790,  and,  therefore,  incapable  of  doing  militia  duty,  this  claim  is  rejected. 

Robert  Reynolds,  assignee  of  John  Garland,  claims  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  the  east  of 
Wabash,  fifteen  miles  above  Vincennes.  The  same,  as  assignee  of  Matthew  Garland,  for  the  same  quantity,  in  right 
of  improvement,  on  east  of  Wabash,  fifteen  miles  above  Vincennes.  The  saine,  as  assignee  of  Moses  Orth,  for  the 
same  quantity,  in  right  of  improvement,  east  branch  of  White  river,  fifteen  miles  below  the  trace  to  the  falls.  The 
same,  as  assignee  of  Adam  Orth,  for  a  similar  quantity,  in  right  also  of  improvement,  east  branch  of  White  river,  fif- 
teen miles  below  the  trace  to  the  falls. 

In  support  of  the  four  above  claims,  the  depositions  of  Daniel  Thorn  and  Solomon  Thorn,  taken  before  John 
Beaird,  in  Randolph  county,  have  been  filed  and  registered,  proving  the  improvements  and  cultivation  respectively 
made  in  the  year  1787,  by  John  Garland  and  Matthew  Garland,  of  two  tracts  of  land  between  fifteen  and  twenty  miles 
above  Vincennes,  and  the  same  facts  respecting  two  other  tracts  lying  on  the  east  of  White  river,  about  twenty  miles 
below  the  trace  leading  from  Vincennes  to  the  falls  of  the  Ohio.  Two  depositions,  signed  by  James  Chism,  taken 
before  John  Edgar,  Esquire,  in  Randolph  county,  have  been  also  filed  and  registered,  stating  the  same  circumstances 
as  above. 

Daniel  Thorn,  one  of  the  subscribers  to  the  first  deposition,  being  examined  before  the  commissioners,  made  oath 
that  he  never  knew  either  John  or  Matthew  Garland,  Adam  or  Moses  Orth;  that  he  never  made  or  put  his  mark  to 
the  depositions  recorded  in  the  Register's  books,  and,  on  being  shown  the  mark  of  his  brother  Solomon  affixed  thereto, 
asserted  that  his  brother  knew  how  to  write,  and  always  used  to  write  his  own  name. 

From  the  above  circumstances,  and  from  the  neglect  of  the  claimant  to  have  other  depositions  in  support  of  his 
claims  taken  before  the  persons  appointed  by  the  commissioners  for  that  purpose,  as  he  was  by  them  required  to  do, 
there  arises  in  the  minds  of  the  commissioners  an  irresistible  presumption  that  the  wliole  is  a  forgery;  and,  therefore, 
they  reject  the  four  above  claims. 

Charles  Guielle  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  land  on  Racoon  creek,  in  right  of  improvement. 
F^-  Frangois  Languedoc  proves  that  claimant,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  cleared  three  or  four  acres  of  the  tract  claimed, 
and  that  the  same  was  never  ploughed  or  fenced.     On  the  ground  of  want  of  cultivation,  this  claim  is  rejected. 

James  Henry  claims  three  hundred  and  forty  acres,  near  river  Du  Chis,  by  grant  of  the  court,  dated  May  12th, 
1785,  and  improvement. 

Luke  Decker,  Esquire,  proves  no  more  than  the  cutting  of  wild  grass  by  Moses  Henry  on  the  tract  claimed;  and  . 
also,  that  James  Henry  never  was  in  the  country.    On  the  grounds  of  the  want  of  residence,  cultivation,  and  im- 
provement, the  claim  is  rejected. 

Thomas  Jordan  claims  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  Racoon  creek. 

Joseph  Decker  proves  the  cultivation  of  and  the  raising  a  crop  of  corn  on  a  piece  of  land  in  the  lower  prairie,  but 
no  kind  of  work  done  on  the  land  claimed  below  Racoon  creek.  For  want  of  cultivation  and  improvement,  the 
claim  is  rejected. 

N.  B.  The  notice  of  claim  was  entered  with  the  Register  as  having  been  confirmed  by  the  Governor;  but,  on  ex- 
amining the  records,  no  such  confirmation  could  be  found. 

John  Johnson,  heir  of  Richard  Johnson,  claims  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  in  addition  to  a  grant  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  already  made. 

This  claim  having  been  acted  upon  by  the  Governor,  who  granted  a  hundred  and  fifty  acres  thereon,  and  which 
are  now  claimed  by  Jacob  Minor,  (see  document  A)  therefore,  it  is  rejected. 

John  Johnson  claims  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  the  head  of  the  Half-moon  pond. 

John  Martin  proves  that,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1790,  the  claimant  planted  corn  and  apple  and  peach  trees,  in  an 
open  piece  of  woods,  near  the  head  of  the  Half-moon  pond.  The  planting  of  corn  in  the  fall,  with  a  few  apple  and 
peach  trees,  in  the  open  vvoods,  cannot  bring  this  case  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  1791,  which  requires  actual 
improvement  and  cultivation.     The  claim  must,  therefore,  be  rejected. 

Mariamne  Laforrest,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Joseph  Lafeuillade,  deceased,  claims  four  hun- 
dred acres,  a  donation  as  head  of  a  family. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  an  inventory  of  the  property  of  the  said  Joseph,  left  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  was  pro- 
duced, wherein  it  is  declared  that  he  died  the  13th  of  May,  1769;  and  Francois  and  Charles  Languedoc  prove  his 
having  died  about  the  same  time.  As  Lafeuillade  died  before  this  country  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  he  could  not  be  entitled  to  the  donation  made  by  the  resolve  of  Congress;  therefore,  this  claim  is  rejected. 

George  Leech  claims  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  addition  to  one  hundred  acres  already  confirmed  to  him, 
in  right  of  improvement. 

This  claim  having,  as  stated  in  the  notice,  been  acted  upon  by  the  Governor,  and  being  of  opinion  that  the  deci- 
sion made  thereon  is  conclusive,  the  commissioners  reject  this  claim. 

The  heirs  of  Nancy  Levins  claim  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  Mattson's  spring  run,  the 
waters  of  White  river. 

The  deposition  of  Richard  Brown,  now  living  in  Brooke  county,  Virginia,  establishes  no  other  fact  than  the 
confession  of  Nancy  Levins  of  her  intention  of  going  to  Vincennes,  from  whence  she  had  removed  on  account  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  deponent's  knowledge  of  the  said  Nancy's  having,  with  that  view,  sold  her  possessions  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Moses  Decker  proves  a  set  of  house  logs  to  have  been  cut  by  said  Nancy's  son  on  the  land  claimed;  that 
there  were  no  other  improvements  made;  and  that  her  son  was  afterwards  killed  by  the  Indians.  Luke  Decker, 
Esquire,  proves  that  the  trees  of  about  an  acre  of  the  same  land  had  been  deadened;  that  small  trees  and  house  logs 
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had  been  cut,  and  brush  heaps  made;  and  that  the  same  was  reported  to  have  been  done  by  Nancy  Levins.  As  no 
actual  cultivatiiin  has  been  proved,  the  claim  is  rejected. 

Paul  Labreche,  or  Labrache,  claims  four  hundred  acres,  as  a  donation  to  the  heads  of  families. 

Fransois  Racine  Ste-  Marie  proves  that  claimant,  about  twenty-eight  years  ago,  was  at  Vincennes;  thinks  he  was 
here  aftei-waids,  but  is  not  positive;  that  he  was  an  Indian  trader,  and  never  married.  As  claimant  was  not  the  head 
of  a  family,  his  claim  is  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  William  Perry,  assignee  of  Joseph  Lamoreux,  claim  four  hundred  acres  on  Mill  creek,  in  right  of 
i  mprovement. 

Joseph  Chartier  proves  the  building  of  a  cabin,  and  clearing  of  a  few  acres  of  ground,  by  Joseph  Lamoureux,  on  the 
land  claimed,  which  is  now  included  in  the  donation,  and  that  he  did  not  reside  thereon  on  •account  of  the  Indians. 
As  no  actual  cultivation  has  been  proved,  the  claim  is  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Jacque  Latrimouille  claim  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  at  the  little  village,  in  right  of  an 
ancient  grant. 

As  this  land  has  already  been  confirmed  by  the  Governor  to  the  said  heirs,  and  four-fifths  whereof  are  now 
claimed  by  B.  D.  Price  as  their  assignee,  (see  document  A.)  this  claim  is  rejected. 

Francois  Languedoc  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  on  Racoon  creek,  in  right  of  improvement. 

Jean  Baptiste  Moise  proves  the  clearing  of  about  half  an  acre,  on  the  land  claimed,  about  fifteen  years  ago  by 
claimant,  in  company  with,  and  assisted  by,  deponent;  but  no  kind  of  cultivation.  It  being  proved  there  was  no 
kind  of  cultivation,  the  claim  must  be  rejected. 

Jeanne  Cardinal,  widow  Montplaisir,  alias  Tougas,  alias  Laviolette,  legatee  of  Joseph  Meville,  deceased, 
claims  four  hundred  acres  donation,  as  head  of  a  family. 

Pierre  Querre  proves  that  Joseph  Meville  and  Duchesne  died  in  the  year  1775  or  1776. 

As  Meville  died  sometime  before  this  country  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  his  representa- 
tive cannot  be  entitled  to  the  donation  made  by  Congress;  consequently,  this  claim  is  rejected. 
Luke  Decker,  assignee  of  William  Mason,  claims  one  hundred  acres,  a  militia  donation. 
Moses  Decker  proves  that  William  Mason  came  to  this  country  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1790,  and  went  that  same 
fall  on  the  expedition  against  the  Indians,  under  the  command  of  Major  Hamtramck.  As  Mason  did  not  arrive  in 
this  country  until  the  lall  of  the  year  1790,  he  came  too  late  to  be  entitled  to  a  militia  donation  under  the  act  of 
Congress;  the  claim  is  therefore  rejected. 

William  McGowen  claims  one  hundred  acres,  a  militia  donation.  A  certificate  of  Pierre  Gamelin,  deceased, 
proves  that  claimant  belonged  to  the  regulars  under  the  command  of  Captain  McCurdy,  and  was  discharged  on  the 
expedition  against  the  Wabash  Indians,  under  the  command  of  Major  Hamtramck,  which  expedition  is  proved  by 
Luke  Decker,  Esquire,  to  have  taken  place  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1790. 

McGowen  being  in  the  regular  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  fall  of  1790,  could  not  have  been  enrolled  in 
the  militia  on  the  first  day  of  August  preceding.    His  claim  is  therefore  rejected. 

Abraham  Johnson,  assignee  of  Frederick  Mehl,  claims  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  at  the  Old  Woman's  pond, 
by  grant  of  the  court,  dated  June  9th,  1785. 

The  court  deed  grants  the  land  to  one  Martin  Mehl,  and  not  to  Frederick  Mehl,  as  stated  in  the  notice;  and  the 
said  Frederick  Mehl  proves  that  the  'court  deed  was  obtained  by  him  in  the  name  of  his  brother  Martin,  who  never 
was  in  the  country,  and  that  the  transfer  of  the  said  right  was  also  made  by  him  in  his  said  brother's  name  to  Elia& 
Bidle,  who  transferred  to  claimant.  As  the  tenor  of  the  rest  of  the  deponent's  evidence  goes  to  prove  that  the  land 
was  neither  cultivated  nor  improved,  the  claim  is  therefore  rejected. 

Edward  Mills  claims  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  forks  of  the  river  Embarras,  by  court  deed,  dated 
10th  April,  1786,  and  an  improvement. 

Jonathan  Conger  proves  that  claimant,  in  the  year  1786,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  cabin,  deadened  some  trees, 
and  planted  some  corn  on  the  waters  of  White  river,  and  not  on  the  land  claimed;  and  that  claimant  left  the  coun- 
try in  about  forty  days  afterwards,  and  never  returned.  The  land  claimed  was  not  attempted  to  be  improved  and 
cultivated,  and  the  claimant  never  was,  or  manifested  an  intention  of  becoming,  an  actual  settler.  His  claim  is, 
therefore,  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Antoine  Marie,  deceased,  claim  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  on  a  run  above  the  Little 
Rock,  by  a  court  grant,  dated  February  4th,  1785. 

Pierre  Querre  proves  that  this  land  was  the  only  compensation  that  Antoine  Marie  ever  received  for  his  services 
as  an  Indian  interpreter  during  Clarke's  expedition.  As  no  improvement,  cultivation,  or  settlement  is  proved,  or 
even  suggested,  and  as  the  court  deed  is  dated  in  February,  1785,  and  Clarke's  expedition  did  not  set  out  until  Octo- 
ber, 1786,  this  claim  is  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Margaret  Bolon,  wife  of  Antoine  Marie,  claim  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  adjoining  the 
preceding  tract,  by  a  court  grant,  dated  February  4th,  1785. 

The  same  deponent  states  the  same  circumstances  as  above;  the  only  difterence  is  in  the  tenor  of  the  deed^  which 
mentions  this  grant  to  be  made  to  her  as  compensation  for  services  as  an  interpreter.  To  Congress  alone  belongs  the 
right  of  going  into  the  merits  of  this  case;  and,  as  cultivation  has  not  been  proved  or  suggested,  the  commissioners  are 
obliged  to  reject  the  claim. 

The  heirs  of  Rachel  MnRDOCH  claim  four  hundred  acreson  the  waters  of  the  river  Du  Chis,  in  right  of  improve- 
ment 

Jonathan  Conger,  in  his  deposition,' filed  and  registered,  states  that  he,  deponent,  cut  logs,  deadened  trees,  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  cabin,  and  made  several  brush  heaps  for  Rachel  Murdoch,  on  the  land  now  claimed,  and  could 
do  no  more,  on  account  of,the  Indians.  When  brought  before  the  commissioners  to  be  examined,  viva  voce,  he  stated 
that  Rachel  Murdoch  employed  him  to  clear  about  one  acre  of  the  land  claimed;  that  he  planted  it  in  corn  and  fruit 
trees;  that  she  lived  about  four  years  in  the  country,  when  she  went  to  the  Illinois,  where  she  was  killed  by  the 
Indians. 

The  above  recited  depositions  are  so  contradictory  in  cir-cumstances,  so  very  material  as  cultivation,  that  they 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  entitled  to  no  credit;  and  therefore  they  reject  the  claim. 

Charles  Moise  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty -six  acres  below  Racoon  creek,  in  right  of  improvement. 
Jean  Baptiste  Valcour  proves  that  he  was  hired  by  Charles  Moise,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  to  go  with  him  to  work 
at  Racoon  creek;  that  they  cut  the  timber  off  five  or  six  acres  of  ground,  heaped  the  brush,  and  cut  logs  for  a  cabin, 
but  did  not  build  it;  that  they  worked  there  about  fifteen  days,  and  never  returned.    In  this  case,  there  appears  a 
considerable  improvement;  but,  as  there  was  no  actual  cultivation,  the  commissioners  must  reject  the  claim. 

William  Page,  devisee  of  Joseph  Page,  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  to  the  northeast  of  the  village, 
in  right  of  improvement. 

Au2;uste  Tougas.  in  a  deposition  filed  and  registered,  proves  that,  in  January,  1790,  Joseph  Page  took  up  the 
tract  claimed;  that  the  improvement  consisted  in  making  perogues  and  sugar,  for  seven  years.  In  other  words,  the 
claimant  was  seven  years  busy  in  injuring  the  land  of  the  United  States.  There  appears  no  reason  for  confirming 
this  claim,  and  therefore  they  reject  it. 

Auguste  Tougas  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  adjoining  the  above  tract,  in  right  of  improvement. 
William  Page  proves  exactly  the  same  circumstances  in  support  of  this  claim  as  Tougas  proves  above,  in  sup- 
port of  Page's.    This  claim  is  rejected  for  the  same  reason  as  is  given  for  rejecting  the  preceding  one. 
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William  Page,  devisee  of  Joseph  Page,  deceased,  claims  four  hundred  acres  on  Racoon  creek,  in  right  of  im- 
provement. 

Josette  Page's  deposition,  filed  and  registered,  states  that  she  heard  her  husband  say  her  son  had  surveyed  the 
land  claimed,  and  cleared  a  small  part  of  it,  and  that  her  said  husband  had  seen  a  small  cabin,  and  some  trees  dead- 
ened thereon. 

This  statement,  being  only  hearsay  testimony,  cannot  be  admitted  as  evidence;  the  claim  must,  therefore,  be 
rejected. 

Jean  Francois  Perry,  assignee  of  John  Richardson,  claims  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  river  Du  Chis, 
by  court  deed,  dated  1st  March,  1786. 

Jean  Francois  Perry,  assignee  of  William  Richardson,  claims  three  hundred  and  forty  acres,  on  the  river  Du 
Chis,  by  court  deed,  dated  1st  March,  1785. 

James  Johnson,  Esq.  proves  that  the  two  tracts  of  land  now  claimed  \vere,  respectively,  granted  by  the  court  to 
William  and  John  Richardson,  and  surveyed;  that  there  was  not,  to  his  knowledge,  any  improvement  on  either; 
that  John  Richardson  remained  eighteen  months  in  the  country,  but  William  Richardson  never  was  in  it.  These 
claims  are  rejected. 

Wm.  McIntosh,  assignee  of  the  heirs  of  Peter  Rimbault,  Sen.  claims  a  donation  to  the  heads  of  families. 

Francois  Languedoc  proves  that  Pierre  Rimbault  moved  to  New  Orleans  before  the  Americans  took  possession  of 
the  country,  and  never  returned  since. 

Pierre  Rimbault,  never  having  been  an  American  citizen,  could  not  be  entitled.    His  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Francois  Racine  claim  the  donation  to  the  heads  of  families. 

Pierre  QuerrS  proves  that  Francois  Racine  died  in  1764.  He  could  not  then  be  an  American  citizen.  The 
claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Andrew  Roy  claim  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  near  the  Dry- Wood  swamp. 

Louis  Delaurier  proves  that  Andrew  Roy,  about  twenty  years  ago,  marked  some  trees  on  the  land  claimed,  but 
that  he  neither  built  nor  cultivated.    The  claim  is  rejected. 

Daniel  Smith,  heir  of  William  .Smith,  claims  four  hundred  acres  on  the  waters  of  the  Wabash,  in  right  of  im- 
provement. 

John  Martin  proves  that  William  Smith  built  a  cabin  and  enclosed  a  piece  of  ground,  in  the  commons  near  Vin- 
cennes,  but  did  not  know  of  his  having  made  any  kind  of  cultivation. 

William  Smith's  heir  cannot  be  entitled;  and,  moreover,  the  cabin  built  appears  to  have  made  a  part  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Vincennes.    The  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

Jacob  Twebaugh  claims  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  the  waters  of  Mill  creek. 

Jacob,  Charles,  and  Daniel  Thorn  prove  that  claimant  cleared  about  two  acres  on  the  land  claimed,  in  the  year 
1787,  cut  some  house  logs,  but  made  no  cultivation.     For  want  of  actual  cultivation,  the  claim  is  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Samuel  Wortman  claim  four  hundred  acres,  in  fight  of  improvement,  above  the  Grand  Rapids. 

Michael  Thorn  proves  that  Samuel  Wortman  had  this  land  surveyed  in  the  year  1785;  that  he  deadened  some 
trees  on  it,  left  the  country  in  the  spring  of  1788,  and  was  killed  on  his  return  in  the  spring  following.  Here  ap- 
pears but  little  cultivation  and  no  improvement.  '  The  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

Thomas  Wells  claims  four  hundred  acres  of  land  on  Mattson's  spring  run,  by  court  deed,  dated  20th  May, 
1784,  and  improvement. 

Sebastian  Frederick's  deposition,  filed  and  registered,  proves  that  the  trees  of  about  two  acres  of  the  land  claimed 
were  deadened,  some  house  logs  cut,  and  that  he  assisted  in  carrying  the  chain  in  the  surveying  of  it. 

Here  appears  no  kind  of  cultivation.    The  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

George  Wallace,  assignee  of  the  heirs  of  Peter  Barrickman,  claims  fifty  acres,  a  sugar  camp  right. 

George  Wallace  has  entered  this  claim  as  already  confirmed  by  the  Governor,  and,  as  evidence  thereof,  filed  an 
order  of  survey  directing  the  public  surveyor  to  survey  for  the  heirs  of  Peter  Barrickman  fifty  acres  of  land,  granted 
them  by  the  Governor,  in  right  of  a  sugar  camp,  signed  by  John  Gibson,  Secretary  of  the  territory.  The  Secretary, 
after  an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  territory,  certifies  that  no  such  grant  was  ever  made,  and  that  the  above 
order  of  survey  was  given  through  mistake.    This  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

Andrew  Cearhart's  heirs  claim  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  the  head  waters  of  the  river 
Du  Chis. 

Frederick  Berger  proves  that  there  was  an  acre  cleared  on  said  land  in  1787,  peach  and  apple  trees  growing,  and 
a  cabin  built;  that  the  Indians  having  that  evening  killed  a  man  in  the  neighborhood,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
improvement,  and  retire  to  the  village;  that  he  was  a  single  man,  and  was  afterwards  drowned  in  White  river.  Benja- 
min Beckes,  Esq.  proves  that  he  knew  Andrew  Ceaihart,  who  lived  with  him  several  months;  that  he  showed  to 
said  Andrew,  in  1785,  the  land  on  which  he  improved;  that  he,  Beckes,  frequently  saw  the  improvement,  which 
consisted  of  a  turkey  pen,  and  three-fourths  of  an  acre  whereon  the  trees  had  been  deadened;  that  he  never  saw  any 
peach  trees  growing,  and  that  he  was,  in  1786,  drowned  in  White  river,  on  his  return  home. 

From  the  circumstances  of  the  general  alarm  created  by  the  murder  of  a  man  by  the  Indians  before  Frederick 
Berger  saw  the  improvement  whereon  this  claim  rests,  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  it  appears  that  his  observations 
must  be  transitory  and  imperfect.  The  deposition,  then,  of  Benjamin  Beckes,  who  saw  the  place  frequently,  and  at 
his  leisure,  must  be  cliiefly  relied  on,  and  nothing  is  therein  contained  that  can  bring  the  present  case  within  the 
meaning  of  the  law  of  1791,  requiring  improvement  and  cultivation.    The  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

Antoine  Lefevre,  Jun.  claims  four  hundred  acres,  as  a  donation  to  the  heads  of  families. 

Pierre  Querre  proves  that  he  knows  claimant  from  the  year  1762;  that  he  was  not  married  until  1787;  but  that  in 
the  year  1783  he  had  a  house  in  this  town,  his  own  property,  and  supported  his  father  and  mother,  who  lived  with 
him. 

Though,  by  an  equitable  construction  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  1791,  the  benefit  thereof  has  been,  by 
former  decisions  of  the  Governors,  extended  to  single  men  who  kept  house  themselves,  yet  this  case  is  by  no  means 
similar:  for  the  father  of  the  claimant  was,  in  fact,  the  head  of  the  family  of  which  the  son  made  a  part,  and  has  been 
considered  as  such,  for  his  children  have  received,  as  his  heirs,  the  donation  to  which  he  was  entitled.  (See  docu- 
ment B. )    Two  heads  of  a  family  could  not  exist  at  one  and  the  same  time.    The  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

William  McIntosh,  assignee  of  Louis  Pluchon,  called  St.  Louis,  claims  the  salt  spring  on  the  Saline  creek, 
emptying  into  the  Ohio. 

The  spot  laid  claim  to  by  William  Mcintosh  does  not  lie  within  the  district  of  Vincennes.  The  commission- 
ers, therefore,  decline  expressing  any  opinion  on  this  claim;  and,  moreover,  they  will  observe  that  no  evidence  has 
been  adduced  in  support  of  it. 

Louis  Delaurier  claims  fifty  acres,  a  sugar  camp  right. 

Francois  Campagnotte  proves  that,  about  twenty  years  ago,  claimant  had  a  sugar  camp  on  land  now  of  General 
Gibson  and  James  Johnson,  Esq. ;  that  he  made  sugar  thereon  for  ten  years,  ana  until  obliged  to  abandon  by  the 
persons  living  on  the  land. 

The  origin  of  this  claim  cannot  be  traced  up  to  the  time  of  the  British  Government;  it  cannot,  therefore,  come 
under  the  ofescription  of  an  ancient  grant     The  claim  is  rejected. 

Antoine  Qoerre  claims  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  Muddy  run,  in  right  of  improvement. 

Louis  Frederick  proves  that  claimant  made  an  improvement  in  a  vacancy  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
lying  between  Louis  Frederick,  John  Reed,  Jeremiah  Mayes,  Peter  Frederick,  and  Frederick  Lindy,  about  two 
years  ago,  of  about  one  acre;  that  he  built  a  house,  wherein  he  has  lived  for  these  twelve  months. 
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This  improvement  being  made  posterior  to  March,  1791,  cannot,  notwithstanding  his  subsequent  actual  settle- 
ment and  residence,  entitle  the  claimant.     This  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

Francois  Hamelin  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty-sis  acres  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Wabash,  in  right  of 
improvement.  .  i     i      •    i  •      , 

Pierre  Querre  proves  that  Francois  Hamelin  has  lived  on  the  land  claimed,  for  the  space  of  eight  or  nine  years, 
and  has  cultivated  it  ever  since..  This  improvement,  cultivation,  and  actual  settlement,  would  have  entitled  the 
claimant  to  this  land,  if  begun  previous  to  the  3d  March,  1791;  but,  being  posterior  to  that  date,  it  cannot  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  act  of  Congress.    The  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

The  lieirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Racine  claim  fifty  acres,  a  sugar  camp  right. 

Charles  Delisle  proves  Jean  Baptiste  Racine  to  have  made  sugar  several  years  ago,  but  he  cannot  state  when  he 
began,  above  the  Little  Rock,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Wabash. 

This  claim  is  not  proven  to  have  originated  either  under  the  French  or  British  Government,  and  is,  therefore, 
rejected. 

Christopher  Wyant,  assignee  of  Pierre  Cartier,  claims  fifty  acres,  a  sugar  camp  right,  near  where  Abel  West- 
fall  now  lives. 

Alexander  Valle  proves  that,  at  least  twenty-five  years  ago,  Pierre  Cartier  had  a  sugar  camp  at  the  above  de- 
scribed place.  This  cannot  be  considered  as  an  ancient  possession,  the  only  ground  on  which  a  sugar  camp  right 
can  be  confirmed.    The  claim  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Potevin,  alias  Harpin  or  Arpin,  claim  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  below  the 
Lower  Pi-airie,  in  right  of  improvement. 

Joseph  Chartier  proves  that,  about  eighteen  years  ago,  he  cleared  about  an  acre  and  a  half  of  the  land  claimed, 
for  the  said  Jean  Baptiste  Harpin,  deceased. 

This  claim,  for  want  of  proof  of  cultivation,  is  rejected. 

James  Gilbreath.  assignee  of  James  Strong,  claims  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  Mehl's  run. 

Daniel  Thorn  proves  that  he  knew  one  Strong  in  1786,  who  made  an  improvement  on  Mehl's  creek,  consisting 
of  a  cabin  built  nearly  to  the  joists,  planted  peach  stones,  sowed  apple  seed,  made  brush  heaps,  and  planted  half  an 
acre  in  corn;  that  there  was  no  other  person  in  the  country  of  the  name  of  Strong,  to  the  deponent's  knowledge;  he 
had  a  family  who  never  were  here;  left  the  country  the  following  year,  and  never  returned. 

The  want  of  residence,  although  some  kind  of  cultivation,  proves  that  Strong  never  seriously  intended  to  become 
a  settler  in  the  country;  and  to  persons  of  that  description  alone  can  the  benefits  of  the  act  extend.  The  claim  is, 
therefore,  rejected. 

Robert  Buntin,  assignee  of  Bonaventure  Derozier,  claims  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  about 
two  leagues  northeast  of  Vincennes.  An  improvement  claim  of  Bonaventure  Derozier  has  already  been  acted  upon 
by  the  Governor,  who  granted  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  thereon,  and  which  are  now  claimed  by  Benjamin 
D.  Price.    (Document  A.)  • 

From  every  information  that  has  been  obtained  on  the  subject,  a  strong  presumption  arises  that  the  improvement 
on  which  the  Governor  made  the  grant,  and  the  one  now  claimed,  are  one  and  the  same  improvement.  This  claim 
js,  therefore,  rejected. 

The  heirs  of  Joseph  Lafeuillade,  Jun.  claim  one  hundred  acres,  a  militia  donation. 

Frangois  and  Charles  Languedoc  prove  that  Joseph  Lafeuillade,  Jun.  was]  drowned  in  the  year  1786,  then  of 
full  age. 

Though  Joseph  Lafeuillade  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  liable  to  mditia  duty,  yet  the  letter  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress making  it  necessary  to  have  done  militia  duty,  and  to  be  on  the  roll  on  the  1st  of  August,  1790,  lay  the  com- 
missioners under  the  necessity  of  rejecting  this  claim. 

Alexis  Edeline  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  Racoon  creek. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  an  atfidavit  of  Frangois  Languedoc  has  been  filed,  proving  that,  in  the  year  1790,  depo- 
nent saw  claimant  at  work  upon  land  claimed:  that  he  had  cleared  about  one  acre,  and  marked  said  land.  This 
claim,  for  want  of  cultivation,  cannot  be  granted  by  the  commissioners.    It  is,  therefore,  rejected. 

Daniel  Smith,  as  assignee  of  Alexis  Edeline,  and  the  said  Alexis  Edeline,  in  his  own  right;  each  of  them  claim 
a  militia  donation  of  one  hundred  acres  for  the  said  Alexis.  In  support  of  this  claim,  the  deposition  of  Francois 
Potvin  has  been  filed  with  the  Register,  stating  that  he  saw  Alexis  Edeline  on  the  parade,  with  his  arms,  in  the  month 
of  August,  1790. 

The  commissioners,  on  examining  the  church  books,  find  that  Alexis  Edeline  was,  at  that  time,  thirteen  years 
and  four  months  old.  No  proof  is  adduced  that  he  was  on  the  roll  on  the  1st  of  August,  1790,  or  had  previously 
done  militia  duty.    Both  the  said  claims  are,  therefore,  rejected. 

Abraham  Fry  Snapp,  assignee  of  Simon  Spring,  claims  three  hundred  and  forty  acres,  by  a  court  grant,  dated 
September  17th,  1783,  between  the  rivers  Marie  and  Bosseron. 

Moses  Decker  proves  that  he  knew  Simon  Spring  in  1786;  that  he  continued  here  about  two  years;  that  he  has 
heard  that  Spring  had  made  an  improvement  at  a  place  called  the  Plum  Orchard,  but  he  never  saw  it.  Louis  Se- 
vere proves  that  Spring,  in  the  year  1785,  showed  him  an  impiovement,  said  by  Spring  to  have  been  made  by  hini 
on  a  tract  of  land,  between  the  rivers  Marie  and  Bosseron,  belonging  to  him;  that  the  improvement  consisted  of  a 
cabin,  more  than  an  acre  of  ground  cultivated,  fenreil  vvitli  a  rail  fence,  and  pcacli  trees  planted. 

The  first  deposition  can  have  no  weight,  being  but  hearsay  evidence.  The  second  only  proves  that  the  improve- 
ment was  declared  by  Spring  to  be  his  own,  and  made  by  him,  which  he  niight  have  said  of  any  other  spot;  and  this 
deposition  is  still  less  conclusive  than  the  first,  being  the  assertions  of  an  interested  person.  The  claim  is,  therefore, 
rejected. 

Louis  Delaurier  claims  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  in  right  of  improvement,  on  the  western  bank  of 
the  Wabash,  below  Racoon  creek. 

Francois  Compagnotte  proves  that,  eighteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  claimant  took  up  four  by  forty  arpents,  (one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  acres)  built  a  cabin,  and  planted  fruit  trees;  no  cultivation  being  proved,  the  claim  is 
rejected. 


Note.    See  supplement  to  this  statement,  No.  136. 
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-F, 
CLAIMS  REJECTED  FOR  WANT  OF  EVIDENCE. 

Ancient  French  or  British  Grants. 


In  whose  right  claimed. 

Present  Claimants. 

Quan  Ity  . 

Canierre,                  ... 
CaiTierre,                  -                  .                  . 
Racine,  Mary, 
Ste.  Marie,  Pierre.    - 

Heirs  of  Carrierre,  - 

Heirs  of  Carrierre, 

Mary  Racine,           -                  -                  . 

Pierre  Ste.  Marie,  - 

50 

68 
68 
50 

Claims  under  Court  Deeds. 


Ails,  Amos, 
Ails,  Amos, 
Ails,  Stephen, 
Ails,  Stephen, 
Brown,  William,       -    ■ 
Bergman,  Christian,  - 
Barrackman,  John,    - 
Bradley,  Samuel, 
Beckes,  Permenas,    - 
Brown,  Joseph, 
Brown,  Frances, 
Blackford,  John, 
Blackford,  Reuben, 
Brown,  James, 
Cooperwriter,  Henry, 
Cooperwriter,  George, 
Cedeter,  Jacob, 
Cardine,  John, 
Cardine,  John, 
Cardine,  John, 
Carmichael,  Patrick,  - 
Devenu,  Samuel, 
Day,  John, 
Day,  Robert, 
Dixon,  Henry, 
Hamilton,  William,  - 
Howel,  Davi^, 
Howel,  William, 
Henry,  Moses, 
Howel,  Randre, 
Jennings,  Robert, 
Lunsford,  Anthony,  - 
Legrand,  Gabriel, 
Long,  Benjamin, 
Morrison,  John, 
Morrison,  William,  - 
M'Clelland,  John,     - 
Nangle,  Andrew, 
Pyat,  Benjamin, 
Philips,  Henry, 
Popenoe.  Peter, 
Radley,  John,  (Bradley) 
Robinson,  Andrew,  - 
Squires,  David, 
Sinnet,  Richard, 
Thomas,  James, 
Wyant,  Christopher, 
Wilson,  Thomas, 
Worthington,  Wm.  - 
Worthington,  James, - 
Wyant,  Jacob, 
Wilkes,  Joseph, 


Amos  Ails, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
John  Armstrong, 
Alexander  Fowler,  - 
John  Barrackman,    - 
Samuel  Bradley, 
Abraham  Johnson,    - 
Amos  Ails, 
Frances  Brown, 
John  Blackford, 
Heirs  of  Reuben  Blackford, 
James  Brown, 
Henry  Cooperwriter, 
Heirs  of  George  Cooperwriter, 
Christian  Howe, 
William  Cochran,    - 
Alexander  Fowler,  - 
Alexander  Fowler,  - 
Patrick  Carmichael, 
Samuel  Devenu, 
John  Day, 
Robert  Day, 
Amos  Ails, 
William  Hamilton, 
John  R  Jones, 
John  R.  Jones, 
Daniel  Sullivan,  two  tracts, 
Ralph  Blackford,     - 
Heirs  of  Robert  Jennings, 
Heirs  of  Anthony  Lunsford, 
John  Armstrong, 
Benjamin  Long, 
John  Morrison, 
Heirs  of  William  Morrison, 
John  M'Clelland,     - 
Andrew  Nangle, 
Samuel  Bradley, 
Amos  Ails, 

Heirs  of  Peter  Popenoe, 
Samuel  Bradley, 
Andrew  Robinson,  - 
David  Squires, 
Richard  Sinnet, 
Amos  Ails, 
Alexander  Fowler,  - 
Thomas  Wilson, 
Samuel  Bradley, 
James  Worthington, 
Jacob  Wyant, 
Joseph  Wilkes, 


400 
400 
400 
400 
423 
340 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
136 
136 
136 
340 
340 
340 
340 
34 
136 
136 
400 
400 
400 
340 
400 
340 
340 
340  &  200 
136 
340 
340 
136 
340 
136 
340 
340 
120 
340 
400 
340 
400 
400 
400 
136 
340 
136 
400 
340 
400 
136 
340 
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Claims  in  right  of  improvements. 


In  whose  right  claimed. 


Bordeleau,  Michel. 
Bordeleau,  Antoine, 
Barrois,  Jean  Baptists, 
Bradley,  Ciiarles, 
Bradley,  James, 
Compagnotte,  Pierre, 
Danis,  Honore, 
Edeline,  Louis, 
Fenisley,  James, 
Forney,  Anthony, 
Gamelin,  Magdalene, 
Grimarre,  Pierre,  Sen. 
Hill,  Thomas, 
Lunst'nrd,  Anthony, 
Latrimouille,  Jacques, 
M'MuUin,  James, 
Mallet,  Pierre, 
M'Queen,  James, 
Mays,  Robert, 
M'Queen,  Benjamin, 
Mills,  Thomas, 
Pea,  Henry, 
Popenoe,  Peter, 
Ravalet,  Louis. 
Seguin,  Louis,  (Laderoute,) 
Ste.  Marie,  Joseph, 
Thompson,  Joseph, 
Wilson,  Thomas, 


Present  Claimants. 


Michel  Bordeleau, 

The  heirs  of  Antoine  Bordeleau, 

Jean  Baptiste  Barrois, 

Charles  Bradley,     - 

Charles  Bradley.     - 

Pierre  Compagnotte, 

Heirs  of  Honore  Danis, 

Heirs  of  Louis  Edeline, 

James  Fernsley, 

Stace  M'Donough,  - 

Magdalene  Gamelin. 

Heirs  of  Pierre  Grimarre, 

Stace  M'Donough,  - 

Heirs  of  Anthony  Lunsford, 

Jacques  Latrimouille, 

James  M'Mullin, 

Pierre  Mallet, 

James  M'Queen, 

Robert  Mays, 

Benjamin  M'Queen, 

Thomas  Mills, 

Henry  Pea, 

Peter  Popenoe, 

Louis  Ravalet, 

Louis  Seguin,  (Laderoute,) 

Robert  Buntin, 

Joseph  Thompson,   - 

Thomas  Wilson, 


Quantity. 


400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
136 
400 
400 
400 
400 
140 
102 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
340 
400 
244  40  I 

68 
400 
136 
400 
400 


Claims  for  the  donations  as  heads  of  families. 


In  whose  right  claimed. 

Present  Claimanls. 

Quantity. 

Bonneau,  Nicholas.  - 

. 

. 

Nicholas  Bonneau,  -                  -                 - 

400 

Bailey,  John, 

- 

John  Bailey,            .                  .                 - 

400 

Bartheaume,  Noel,    - 

- 

- 

Noel  Bartheaume,   - 

400 

Bolon,  Hyppolite, 

- 

- 

Hyppolite  Bolon,     - 

400 

Billet,  Pierre.  (Beausolell,) 

- 

- 

Pierre  Billet, 

400 

Cornoyer,  Louis, 

- 

- 

Louis  Cornoyer, 

400 

Chicot.  Francois,       -      , 

- 

- 

Joseph  Tougas, 

Ezekiel  Johnson,     -                  -                  - 

400 

Johnson,  Ezekiel, 

- 

- 

400 

Levron,  widow. 

.. 

- 

Widow  Levron,      -                  -                  - 

400 

Larche,  Joseph, 

- 

- 

Joseph  Larche,         .                  -                  - 

400 

Lecointe,  Francois,   - 

- 

Francois  Lecointe,  - 

400 

Morrison,  John, 

- 

John  Morrison,        -                  -                  - 

400 

Richard,  Marie  Josephe. 

- 

- 

Pierre  Querre  and  wife. 
Pierre  Rimbault,     -                  - 

400 

Rimbault,  Pierre,  Sen. 

- 

- 

400 

Racine,  Andrew, 

- 

- 

Samuel  Baird, 

400 

Ravalet,  Jean  Baptiste, 

- 

- 

Louis  Ravalet, 

400 

Roderigo,  Diego, 

" 

" 

Laurent  Bazadon. 

400 

Claims  to  the  donations  as  militia  men. 


In  whose  riglit  claimed. 

Present  Claimants. 

Quantity. 

Carson,  Alexander, 

Davis,  Cornelius,      -                  -                  - 

Hinton,  Vachel,         -     _ 

L'Esperance,  Jean  Baptiste. 

Morrison,  William,   - 

M'Mullen,  James,    - 

M'Queen,  James, 

M'Queen,  Benjamin, 

Robnison,  James, 

Alexander  Carson,    -                  -                  - 

Cornelius  Davis, 

Vachel  Hinton,          -                   -                   . 

Jean  Baptiste  L'Esperance, 

William  Morrison,    - 

James  M'Mullen, 

James  M'Queen. 

Benjamin  M'Queen, 

James  Robinson,        -                  .                  . 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
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G. 

Cases  not  embraced  by  any  act  of  Congress. 

No.  1.  The  United  States' Wabash  and  Illinois  Land  Companies  claim  a  tract  of  land  lying  between  the 
mouth  of  a  rivulet  emptying  into  the  Wabash  river,  about  thirty-two  leagues  above  Vincennes,  and  a  place  called 
Pointe  Coupee,  about  twelve  leagues  above  the  said  village,  extending  forty  leagues  eastward,'  and  thirty  leagues 
westward  of  the  Wabash.  Another  tract  of  the  same  dimensions,  from  east  to  west,  between  the  mouth  of  wliite 
river  and  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash.  Both  said  tracts  conveyed  to  Louis  Viviat,  for  himself  and  associates  by  deed 
signed  by  a  number  of  the  Piankeshaw  Indians,  therein  called  chiefs  and  sachems  of  the  Pianke»haw  nation  of 
Indians,  dated  18th  October,  1785. 

As  a  small  part  of  the  aforesaid  tracts  lies  within  the  district  of  Vincennes,  the  commissioners  are  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  notice  of  the  claim. 

It  appears  to  the  commissioners  that  this  purchase  was  a  private  transaction  between  the  Indians  and  an  indi- 
vidual, in  direct  violation  of  the  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  dated  7th  October,  1763  and  conse- 
quently, illegal.  And  as  no  provisions  are  made  in  any  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  claims  of  this' nature 
the  commissioners  reject  them.  ' 

No.  2.  The  French  inhabitants  of  Vincennes  claim  a  tract  of  twenty-four  leagues  square,  joinin"  the  two  tracts 
claimed  by  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies.  The  only  evidence  in  support  of  this  claim°is  a  reservation, 
contained  in  the  abovementioned  deed,  from  the  Indians,  of  the  intermediate  space  between  the  above  two  tracts 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Vincennes.  This  reservation  can  be  no  more  than  the  manifestation  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Indians  to  make  the  grant,  and  cannot  be  considered  as  a  real  transfer.  But,  admitting  it  was  the  deed 
itself  being  illegal  and  void,  this  claim  must  be  rejected.  ' 

No.  .■?.  Upper  Pj-aine.— The  several  persons  to  whom  or  to  whose  assigns  the  several  tracts  of  the  upper  prai- 
rie have  been  confirmed,  (as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  a  map  of  the  prairie,  (Document  I,)  wherein 
the  name  of  the  respective  claimants  are  inserted,)  have  claimed  the  several  tracts  contained  within  the  lines  AB 
BC,  the  elm  road  CD,  DK,  the  line  KI,  and  the  Wabash,  known  by  the  denomination  of  continuation,  held  under 
Indian  deeds  and  in  quiet  possession  of  the  several  owners  thereof,  for  at  least  twenty-five  years. 

The  original  titles  to  the  several  tracts  here  alluded  to,  being  derived  from  Indian  purchases  unauthorized  by 
]aw,  the  Governors  have  refused  to  act  upon  such  claims,  under  the  impression  that  those  cases  did  not  come  within 
the  powers  delegated  to  them;  and  the  commissioners  being  of  the  same  opinion,  with  regard  to  the  authority  vested 
in  them,  refer  the  whole  to  Congress,  the  only  competent  tribunal  to  decide  thereon. 

They  will,  however,  observe  that  the  present  claimants  may  plead  the  same  length  of  possession,  by  which 
Congress  was  induced  to  grant,  by  section  3d  of  the  act  of  March,  1791,  the  Indian  fields  to  the  several  possessors 
thereof,  and  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  legislative  interference- 

N.  B.  The  contents  of  the  several  tracts  alluded  to  above,  and  claimed  as  continuations,  amount,  in  the  whole  to 
two  hundred  and  forty-three  acres  and  one  hundred  and  one  perches. 

No.  4.  The  heirs  of  Francois  Bosseron  and  Ambrose  Dagenet  claim  an  uncertain  quantity  of  land,  by  a  grant 
from  the  court  to  Francois  Bosseron  and  Ambrose  Dagenet,  dated  November  20th,  1783;  beginning  on  the  northwest 
side  of  the  Wabash,  opposite  Pointe  Coupee,  about  three  miles  from  the  Wabash;  thence,  running  at  right  angles 
"with  the  Wabash,  until  it  strikes  the  river  Elmbarras;  thence,  down  the  said  river  Embarras,  to  within  three  miles 
west  of  the  Wabash;  thence,  up  the  said  Wabash,  and  parallel  with  the  several  courses  thereof,  at  the  distance  of 
three  miles  therefrom,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  granted  by  order  of  Nicholas  Perrott,  Pierre  Gamelin,  and  Pierre 
Querre,  magistrates,  and  signed  by  Gabriel  Legrand,  clerk  of  the  court. 

Thomas  Flower  claims  an  undivided  third  part  of  an  undivide'd  seventh  part  of  the  above  entire  grant,  as  as- 
signee of  the  heirs  of  the  aforesaid  Francois  Bosseron. 

Thomas  Flower,  assignee  of  Ambrose  Dagenet  and  Bosseron,  claims  an  uncertain  [quantity,  part  of  the  afore- 
said grant. 

Thomas  Flower  claims  an  undivided  third  part  of  an  undivided  fourth  part  of  a  grant  made  by  the  court  to 
Pierre  Querre,  father,  and  Pierre  Querre,  son,  of  a  tract  beginning  at  the  river  Marie,  to  White  river,  and  about 
ten  leagues  deep;  excluding  from  the  said  grant  any  land  they  may  have  been  already  granted,  as  assignee  of 
Pierre  Querre,  father. 

The  heirs  of  Isaac  Decker,  assignee  of  Pierre  Querre,  father,  claim  two  thousand  acres,  part  of  the  preceding 
grant. 

Jonathan  Purcell,  assignee  of  Pierre  Querre,  claims  five  thousand  acres,  part  of  the  same  grant. 
Thomas  Flower,  assignee  of  Pierre  Querre,  claims  twenty  thousand  acres,  part  of  the  same  grant. 
Thomas  Flowers  claims  an  uncertain  quantity,  as  assignee  of  the  said  Pierre  Querre. 

Thomas  Flowers  claims  an  undivided  third  part  of  an  undivided  moiety  of  an  entire  grant  from  the  court  to 
Pierre  Gamelin  and  Nicholas  Perrott,  dated  20th  November,  1783,  lying  between  Pointe  Coupee  and  river  Marie, 
ten  leagues  deep;  excluding  from  the  said  grant  any  land  that  may  have  been  already  granted,  as  assignee  of  Pieri-e 
Gamelin. 

Thomas  Flower  as  assignee  of  Pierre  Gamelin,  claims  forty-one  thousand  acres,  part  of  the  preceding  grant. 
Jonathan  Purcell,  assignee  of  Pierre  Gamelin  and  Nicholas  Perrott,  claims  twenty-seven  thousand  five  hundred 
acres,  part  of  the  foregoing  grant. 

William  Purcell,  assignee  of  Pierre  Gamelin  and  Nicholas  Perrott,  claims  one  thousand  acres,  part  of  the  same 
grant. 

Andrew  Purcell,  assignee  of  Pierre  Gamelin,  and  Nicholas  Perrott,  claims  one  thousand  acres,  part  of  the  same 
grant. 

Without  dwelling  on  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  above  recited  supposed  grants,  wherein  the  mem- 
bers of  a  court  of  justice  have  made  to  each  other  such  unusual  donations,  and  appropriated  to  themselves  such  a 
large  and  valuable  part  of  the  country,  the  commissioners  will  observe  that  the  State  of  Virginia  never  authorized 
the  courts  to  grant  lands.  That  after  the  cession.  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  hard  case  of  a  number  of 
inhabitants,  who,  under  the  impressions  that  these  grants  were  good,  had  moved  into  Vincennes  and  the  Illinois  coun- 
try, benevolently  stepped  in,  by  the  act  of  1791,  and  directed  the  Governors  of  the  territory  to  confirm  claims  of  that 
description,  provided  the  land  claimed  had  been  actually  improved  and  cultivated,  not  exceeding  four  hundred 
acres  to  any  one  person.  Considering,  therefore,  the  present  claims  as  grounded  upon  a  transaction  fraudulent 
a6  ini/io,  entirely  unusual,  (the  same  court  never  having  before  granted  more  than  four  hundred  arpents  or  three 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  with  a  clause  of  actual  settlement  thereto  annexed,)  and  not  contemplated  by  the  act  of 
1791,  reject,  in  toto,  all  the  foregoing  claims. 

H. 

Special  Cases. 

No.  1.    The  two  following  cases,  being  so  peculiarly  confused  and  blended  together,  put  the  commissioners 
under  the  necessity  of  making  a  special  report  thereon,  giving  therein  a  circumstantial  history  of  the  whole,  stating 
the  inferences  they  draw  therefrom,  and  finally  suggesting  their  own  decision. 
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Amoni'st  the  claims  contained  in  Judge  Vandeiburgli's  notice,  entered  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1804,  as 
settled    and  written  in  his  own  hand,  is  to  be  found  the  following,  viz. 

A.  '''  28.  one  other  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  joining  the  two  last  mentioned  tracts,  confirmed  and 
ordered  to  be  surveyed  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  the  territory,  for  Angelique  Racine,  only  heir  of  Jean  Baptists 
Racine,  called  Beauchain,  her  father,  and  by  the  said  Angelique  and  L.  Denoyon,  her  husband,  assigned  to  the  said 
Henry  Vanderburgh."  •         •      u 

To  which  is  annexed  the  following  general  certificate,  written  in  the  same  hand,  and  signed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Indiana  territory:  a  ,   r^  r.         , 

Secretary's  Office,  December  31,  1804. 

B.  "  I,  John  Gibson,  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  territory,  do  certify  that  I  have  carefully  examined  the  foregoing 
claims  to  land,  from  number  one  to  number  thirty-four  inclusive,  the  property  of  Henry  Vanderburgh,  Esq.  and  that 
they  have  all  been  confirmed  and  ordered  to  be  surveyed  by  the  different  Governors  of  the  territory,  asappears 
on  record  in  the  said  oflice.    Given  under  my  hand  at  Vincennes,  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

"  JOHN  GIBSON,  Secretary  Indiana  Territory.''^ 

The  same  Henry  Vanderburgh  entered  on  the  same  day  a  notice  written  and  signed  by  him,  with  the  name 
Angelique  Racine,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

C.  "  Notice  to,  &c.  of  the  land  claimed  by  Angelique  Racine,  as  heir  to  her  father,  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  dit 
Beauchain.  j  ,      ,     ^ 

"A  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  confirmed  and  ordered  to  be  surveyed  by  the  Governor  of  the  terri- 
tory, a  certified  copy  of  which  is  herewith  delivered." 
Here  follows  the  location. 

Enclosed  in  the  above  notice,  and  in  support  of  the  last  and  foregoing  claims,  was  the  following  certificate  in  the 
same  Henry  Vanderburgh's  handwriting,  except  the  words  "alias  Beauchain,"  and  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 

territory.  ^  r-   i  •         •  n- 

D.  "  I  certify  that  there  is  an  order  of  the  Governor  of  the  territory  in  my  office,  to  survey  for  Angelique 
Racine,  as  heir  of  her  father,  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land.  Also,  one  other  tract  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land  to  the  said  Angelique  Racine,  as  heir  to  her  said  father,  Jean  Baptiste  Racine, 
alias  Beauchain. 

"JOHN  GIBSON,  Secretary  Indiana  Territory:'' 

Underneath  the  said  certificate  is  written,  in  the  same  handwriting,  as  follows,  viz.  "  One  of  the  above  tracts 
has  been  conveyed  to  Henry  Vanderburgh,  and  is  entered  with  his  claim." 

In  the  record  of  Winthrop  Sargent's  entries  of  claims  to  land,  made  in  l/OT,  book  B,  are  found  the  following 
entries,  respectively  numbered  by  number  fifty-one  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  said 
Henry  Vanderburgh: 

E.  "Angelique  Racine,  four  arpents  by  forty  at  the  Big  Hill,  which  was  granted  and  allotted  to  her  father,  Fran- 
cois Racine,  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago.  Pierre  Cartier  and  Jean  Baptiste  Potevin  prove  the  grant,  allotment,  and 
cultivation,  in  which  they  aided,  in  company  with  the  said  Racine.  The  land  is  three  miles  east  of  the  village,  or 
thereabouts.    Decotteaux  also  proves  the  above." 

F.  "The  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchain,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  country,  claim  one  hundred  aiid 
sixty  arpents  of  land  joining  die  donation.  The  land  has  been  called  for  more  than  forty  years  Beauchain's  cote, 
after  the  owner's  name.  This  land,  from  the  best  information,  though  notpositively  proven,  seems  to  have  been 
assigned  liim  by  the  Governor  of  this  place  upwards  of  forty  years  ago.  The  claim,  therefore,  appears  to  have 
gained  strength  from  its  great  antiquity;  and,  from  this  consideration,  we  are  induced  to  recommend  it  to  your  par- 
ticular attention.    Beauchain  died  in  the  country,  and  never  owned  any  other  land." 

When  these  claims  were  exhibited,  Henry  Vanderburgh  was  acting  with  others,  as  commissioner,  to  receive  land 
claims,  by  appointment  from  Colonel  Sargent. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  entries,  the  following  orders  of  survey  were  issued,  as  recorded  in  Winthrop 
Sargent's  book  C,  containing  warrants  of  survey,  pages  24  and  34: 

G.  "  Angelique  Racine,  four  arpents  by  forty,  at  the  Big  Hill;  granted  and  allotted  to  her  fiither,  Franqois 
Racine,  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  about  three  miles  eastward  of  Vincennes." 

H.  "  The  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchain  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land,  joining  the  donation.  Survey 
the  same,  agreeably  to  ancient  boundaries,  it  appearing  to  have  been  very  early  in  the  family." 

The  first  order  of  survey,  marked  G,  is  not  executed;  the  land  being  included  in  the  donation  tract,  is  located  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Wabash,  and  is  alluded  to  in  the  entry  C,  of  Angelique  Racine,  who  therein  calls  her  father 
Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  and  not  Francois. 

The  second  order  of  survey  H,  has  been  executed;  the  land  surveyed,  in  consequence  thereof,  lies,  some  dis- 
tance south  from  the  donation  tract,  and  is  alluded  to  in  the  entry  A  of  Henry  Vanderburgh,  the  present  claimant, 
wherein  he  called  Angelique  Denoyon's  father  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  alias  Beauchain.  That  the  father  of  Ange- 
lique Racine  should  be  named  by  the  same  person  in  one  place,  A  and  C,  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  dit  Beauchain,  in 
another,  G,  Francois  Racine,  and  in  a  third,  H  and  F,  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchain,  were  circumstances  calculated  to 
awaken  suspicion,  inasmuch  as  Henry  Vanderburgh  is  son-in-law  of  Angelique  Racine,  formerly  Mrs.  Cornoyer, 
now  Mrs.  Denoyon,  and  could  not  be  supposed  to  mistake  the  name  of  the  father  of  his  wife's  mother. 

The  Secretary  of  the  territory,  to  whom  these  suspicions  were  communicated,  went  into  an  examination  of  the 
books  of  Colonel  Sargent,  and  sent  to  the  commissioners  the  following  letter,  to  which  were  prefixed  the  two  or- 
ders of  survey,  marked  G  and  H,  verbatim,  as  they  stand  on  Colonel  Sargent's  record,  properly  certified  and 
subscribed  by  him. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  district  of  Vincennes. 
"  Gentlemen: 

"  On  the  26th  of  December,  1804,  I  signed  a  certificate,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,"  viz.  [Here  fol- 
lows the  certificate  alluded  to,  inserted  above,  and  marked  D.]  "  This  certificate  was  given  at  the  solicitation  of 
Judge  Vanderburgh,  who  assisted  me,  as  Secretary  of  the  territory,  to  compare  the  contents  thereof  with  the  ori- 
ginal record  in  my  office.  I  have  since  found  that  it  was  not  conformable  to  the  record,  but  that  the  confirmation  to 
tiie  two  tracts  of  land  therein  mentioned,  made  by  Colonel  Sargent,  were  in  the  words  and  figures  first  above  writ- 
ten, (see  G  and  H.)  As  the  former  certificate  is  erroneous,  and  done  this  mistake,  I  beg  you  will  make  the  neces- 
sary alterations  therein,  so  as  it  may  comport  with  the  original  record. 
"  1  am,  gentlemen,  &c. 

"JOHN  GIBSON,  Secretary  Indiana  Territory."' 

Witlf  a  view  to  throw  some  light  on  a  subject  involved  in  such  obscurity,  the  commissioners  examined  Francois 
Racine,  son  of  the  late  commandant,  who,  upon  his  oath,  made  the  following  answers  to  a  series  of  questions  put  to 
him  by  tlie  comiuissioners:  ^ 

That  the  name  of  Angelique  Racines  lather  was  Francois  Racine,  called  Beauchcne. 

That  the  name  of  his  own  fatherwas  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  called,  for  distinction  sake,  Sle.  Mine,  formerly  com- 
mandant under  tiie  British  Government  in  this  place.    That  Francois  Racine  never  was  called  Jean  Baptiste: 

That  the  hill  above  Abraham  F.  Snapp's  mill  was  called  the  Grand  Cote  and  Cote  a  Beauchene,  and  was  one  and 
the  same  place:  tliat  he  never  knew  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchain. 

From  which  it  appears  evident  that  a  grant  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  (one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents) 
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was  made  to  Angelique  Racine,  in  right  of  her  father.  Francois  at  the  Grand  Cote,  the  Big  Hill:  that  the  union  of 
the  christian  name  of  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  alias  Ste.  Marie,  the  ancient  commandant  at  this  place,  with  Beauchene, 
the  additional  name  of  Francois  Racine,  and  making  the  Bi§  Hill  and  Cote  a.  Beauchene.  which  are  one  and  the 
same  spot,  two  different  places,  a  second  grant  has  been  obtained  for  a  person  who  never  had  existence.  That  the 
two  notices  entered  by  Judge  Vanderburgh,  for  himself,  as  assignee  of  Atigelique  Cornoyer  or  Denoyon,  in  right  of 
her  father  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  alias  Beauchene,  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  and  by  liimself  for  the  same 
Angelique,  in  the  same  right,  for  a  similar  quantity,  tally  only  with  the  certificate  surreptitiously  obtained  from 
General  Gibson,  and  not  with  the  record  of  Winthrop  Sargent,  mentioned  above. 

The  commissioners  are,  therefoie,  of  opinion,  that  the  grant  made  to  Angelique  Racine,  as  heir  to  her  father  Fran- 
cois, ought  to  be  confirmed,  although  her  notice  is  incorrect,  in  claiming  in  the  name  of  Jean  Baptiste  instead  of 
Francois,  her  real  father,  and  it  is  entered  as  such  in  the  list  of  confirmed  claims. 

That  the  Governor's  grant  to  the  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchene  ought  to  be  considered  a  nullity,  as  having 
been  made  to  an  ideal  person,  under  a  feigned  name,  made  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the  Governor. 

That  Henry  Vanderburgh,  the  present  claimant,  cannot  be  considered  as  an  innocent  purchaser,  as  the  whole 
transaction,  from  the  beginning,  has  been  conducted  by  him,  and  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  that  the  land  surveyed 
for  the  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  iBeauchene  still  belongs  to  the  United  States. 

No.  -2.  Judge  Vanderburgh  enterefl  his  claim  to  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  part  of  a  donation  tract,  as  assignee 
of  Joseph  Hamelin,  to  whom  claimant  says  the  same  was  granted  as  head  of  a  family  at  Vincennes,  before  the 
year  1783. 

John  Harbin  has  laid  claim  to  the  remaining  three  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  of  the  said  Joseph  Hamelin. 

In  the  records  of  the  territory  is  found  the  grant  of  four  hundred  acres  to  one  Joseph  Hamelin,  to  whom  No.  88 
of  said  donation  tract  was  allotted,  now  claimed  by  Richard  Pollard,  as  assignee,  (Document  B,)  and  but  one 
Joseph  Hamelin  is  to  be  found  on  the  record.  The  only  support  of  the  present  claim  is  an  order  of  survey  from 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  directed  to  Robert  Buntin,  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands,  found  amongst  the  papers,  whereof  the 
follovving  is  a  copy.    (See  book  B,  page  250.) 

"Survey  for  Joseph  Hamelin,  four  hundied  acres  of  land,  a  donation  as  a  head  of  a  family,  contiguous  to  the 
donation  tract,  it  having  been  proven  to  me  that  he  is  entitled  as  head  of  a  family,  in  1783,  but  his  name  omitted 
when  the  list  was  made  out,  and  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 

"A.  ST.  CLAIR. 
"Robert  Buntin,  Esq.  Surveyor  of  Knox. 

"  December  21,  1799." 

The  fact  stated  in  the  above  order  of  survey,  namely,  that  Joseph  Hamelin's  name  had  been  omitted  when  the 
list  was  made  out,  is  evidently  a  mistake,  since,  from  the  records  of  the  territory,  it  appears  that  a  donation  tract  was 
in  fact  granted  to  one  Joseph  Hamelin,  who  drew  No.  88.  They,  therefore,  reject  these  claims  as  founded  on  the 
above  order  of  survey.  It  remained,  then,  for  the  cummissioners  to  c(msider  this  case  as  unsettled  on  the  presumption 
that  there  existed  another  man  of  the  same  name,  who  might  have  been  entitled;  but  of  this  they  have  obtained  no 
evidence. 

No  3.  James  Legei-wood,  assignee  of  William  Page,  three  hundred  and  forty  acres,  by  a  grant  of  the  court, 
dated  lOth  March,  1782. 

The  only  support  of  this  claim  which  has  been  entered,  and  considered  by  claimant  as  settled,  is  an  authenti- 
cated copy  of  the  deed  of  court  to  William  Page,  of  the  abovementioned  number  of  acres,  on  Mill  cieek,  with  the 
following  words,  evidently  in  Governor- St.  Clair's  handwriting,  viz.  "to  be  surveyed,"  endorsed  on  the  back 
thereof;  which  copy  was  forwarded  to  Governor  Harrison  in  the  fall,  1804,  together  with  sundry  other  papers  and 
petitions,  with  annotations  in  the  same  handwriting,  appearing  to  have  been  memoranda  of  the  said  Governor's 
decisions  thereon.  'J'hose  papers  were  handed  by  Governor  Harrison  to  the  Register.  No  confiiinati(m  of  the  same 
claim  appears  in  the  records  of  the  territory.  In  a(U!lti(m  to  the  above,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  land  herein  claimed 
has  been  two  or  three  years  in  the  possession  of  the  claimant,  a  b(ma  fide  purchaser,  who  lives  and  has  made  valu- 
able improvements  theieon.  The  commissioners,  without  any  evidence  of  cultivation  and  improvement,  would  have 
rejected  this  claim;  but  being  induced  to  believe  that  it  had  been  confirmed  by  Governor  St.  Clair,  although  by  him 
neglected  to  be  entered  on  the  territorial  records,  have  come  to  a  determination  to  consider  the  claim  as  confirmed, 
ami  have  entered  the  same  on  their  books  accordingly 

No  4.  Francois  Hamelin  and  Pierre  Cabassier  have  entered  in  the  Register's  office  their  respective  claims  to  dona- 
tion rights,  as  heads  of  families  at  Cahokia,  and  have  exhibited  affidavits  in  support  thereof. 

The  above  claims  may  have  been  entered  with  the  Register  of  the  Kaskaskia  district:  that  consideration  alone 
would  justify  the  commissiimers  in  declining  to  take  them  up. 

But  they  are  convinced  that  they  have  no  power  to  enter  into  the  investigation  of  claims  which  do  not  belong  to 
their  district,  ar(d,  therefore,  decline  expressing  any  opinion  on  their  merits. 

[Note. — See  supplement  to  this  statement.  No.  136.] 

[For  document  I,  see  annexed  engraving.] 

Vincennes,  20lh  Sep:.:inber,  1806. 
Sir: 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  a  subject  which,  to  me,  is  of  the  most  interesting  nature.  The  very- 
extraordinary  report,  made  by  Nathaniel  Ewing  and  John  Badollet,  Ksquires,  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  for 
the  District  of  Vincennes,  respecting  two  tracts  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  each,  granted  by  Win- 
throp Sargent,  acting  as  Governor  of  the  territory  in  the  year  1797,  one  to  the  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beau- 
chene, and  the  other  to  Angelique  Racine,  heir  to  her  father  Francois  Racine,  was  never  communicated  to  me, 
until  the  morning  of  the  second  instant,  and  then  in  a  very  confidential  manner  by  Heniy  Hunt,  clerk  of  the  general 
court  of  the  territory,  at  whose  house  both  the  commissi(mers  lived  during  the  whole  time  they  were  engaged  in  this 
transaction.  I  was  never  notified  in  any  way  whatever  to  produce  any  testimony,  which  might  have  explained  and 
done  away  the  doubts  and  difficulties  which  they  allege  existed.  Nor  was  I  ever  present,  or  had  the  least  know- 
ledge of  any  testimony  which  they  examined  on  the  subject.  Since  this  transaction  has  come  to  my  kn(/vyledge,  1 
have  been  much  occupied  in  the  general  court,  and  have,  therefore,  delayed  making  you  this  communication  unt^l  to-!ay. 
I  now  take  the  liberty  of  solicitmg  you  to  suspend  any  opinion  on  the  report,  ami  not  to  expose  it,  to  the  view  of  any 
person,  until  I  can  forward  such  papers,  documents,  and  testimony,  as  shall  pr-ove,  I  trust,  satisfactory  to  ynurself, 
as  well  as  to  the  committee  of  Congress  before  whom  these  papers  are  to  be  laid.  It  is  probable  they  will  be  sent 
on  by  Mr.  Park,  the  delegate  of  this  territory. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  i-egard,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

HENRY  VANDERBURGH. 
Albert  Gallatin,  Esq. 

[Note. — See  supplemental  report,  No.  136.] 
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9th  Congress.]  No.  133.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  FOR  THE   SALE   OF  THE   RESERVED  LANDS    IN  OHIO. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE,  DECEMBER  30,  1806. 

To  the  honorable  theSenate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Columbiana,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  respectfully  represent: 

That  your  petitioners  consider  the  extraordinary  price  set  upon  the  reserved  sections  Nos.  15,  21,  and  22,  in  the 
original  surveyed  townships  in  said  county,  to  be  an  indirect  denial  of  the  sales  of  these  lands,  as  experience  must 
have  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  they  will  not  sell,  in  any  reasonable  time,  for  eight  dollars  per  acre;  and,  as  the 
United  States  have  such  immense  quantities  of  land  in  market,  it  is  considered  by  us  that  it  cannot  be  an  object 
to  keep  them  up  at  so  extravagant  a  price,  and  the  more  especially  when  it  is  so  injurious  to  the  settlements  and  grow- 
ing prosperity  of  our  infant  State.  These  considerations  being  premised,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  state  specifically  the 
injury  we  sustain  in  consequence  thereof.  In  the  iirst  place,  these  sections  being  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  ori- 
ginal surveyed  townships,  and  remaining  in  their  rude  and  uncultivated  state,  cuts  oif  that  communication  and  cor- 
respondence so  desirable  and  necessary  m  civil  society.  Secondly,  they  cannot  be  described  in  truer  terms  than  a 
harbor  in  the  bosom  of  each  township  for  wolves,  panthers,  bears,  and  other  destructive  animals.  Thirdly,  it  com- 
pletely frustrates  the  object  of  our  State  Legislature,  in  the  incorporation  of  the  original  surveyed  townships;  because, 
by  remaining  a  wilderness,  it  prevents  the  citizens  thereof  from  assembling  in  the  centre,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
acting their  ordinary  local  concerns.  Roads  must  be  kept  up  through  them,  at  a  great  expense,  without  deriving  the 
proper  advantages  therefrom.  Fourthly,  on  some  of  these  sections  are  mill-seats,  that  would  be  of  great  advantage 
could  they  be  improved;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  high  price  of  these  lands,  improvements  of  this  kind  appear 
impracticable;  and  we  are,  therefore, deprived  of  enjoying  those  advantages  which  nature  has  offered.  Fifthly,  it 
greatly  retards  that  population  and  those  improvements  so  desirable  in  our  young  and  rising  State:  and  it  is  consi- 
dered by  us  that  no  class  of  citizens  are  benefited  by  the  measure,  except  the  speculator  who  holds  thousands  for 
sale.  We,  your  petitioners,  therefore,  being  fully  impressed  with  a  belief,  and  having  the  highest  confidence  that 
the  General  Government  are  disposed,  and  will,  upon  all  proper  occasions,  promote  the  welfare  of  the  States,  indi- 
vidually, consistent  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  Union;  and  that,  had  a  representation  been  heretofore  made 
on  the  subject  to  Congress,  the  evil  now  complained  of  would  have  been  removed  before  this:  Ave,  therefore,  pray 
that  these  lands  may  be  offered  for  sale  in  quarter  sections,  for  such  price  as  they  may  bring;  and  as  leases  have 
been  granted  for  a  few  of  these  lots,  and  their  term  not  yet  expired,  it  is  presumed  that  if  a  law  was  passed,  direct- 
ing the  sales  of  these  lands,  generally,  the  leased  sections  must  be  sold  subject  to  that  incumbrance.  It  is,  therefore, 
respectfully  submitted  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  give  the  right  of  preemption,  at  a  fixed  and  reduced  price, 
to  the  lessees,  until  the  expiration  of  their  term.  This  would  not  only  operate  as  a  spur  to  care  and  industry,  but 
place  the  lessees  and  their  posterity  in  a  situation  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  labor;  and  your  petitioners  will  ever 
pray,  &c. 

JOHN  HOOVER  and  others. 


9th  Congress.]  No.   134.  [2d  Session. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LAND   W^ARRANTS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  DECEMBER  30,  1806, 

Mr.  Boyle,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry  into  the 

expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  March,  1804,  as  limits  the  time  in  which 

locations  of  Virginia  military  warrants  shall  be  made,  made  the  following  report: 

That,  by  the  act  of  cession  by  which  Virginia  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  territory  northwestward  of  the  river 
Ohio,  it  is  provided,  as  a  condition  upon  which  the  cession  was  made,  "That,  in  case  the  quantity  of  good  lands  on 
the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  the  waters  of  Cumberland  river,  and  between  the  Green  river  and  Tennessee 
river,  which  have  been  reserved  by  law  for  the  Virginia  troops  upon  continental  establishment,  should,  from  the 
North  Carolina  line  bearing  in  further  upon  the  Cumberland  lands  than  was  expected,  prove  insufficient  for  their 
legal  bounties,  the  deficiency  should  be  made  up  to  the  said  troops  in  good  lands,  to  be  laid  off  between  the  rivers 
Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  such  proportions  as  have  been  engaged  to  them 
by  the  laws  of  Virginia. "_ 

As  there  is  no  limitation  of  time  expressed  in  this  condition,  it  may  reasonably  admit  of  a  doubt  whether  the  act 
of  the  23d  of  March,  1804,  litniting  the  time  in  which  Virginia  military  warrants  should  be  made,  and  the  surveys 
thereon  returned,  is  not  an  infraction  of  the  terms  of  the  cession.  But  the  principle  upon  which  that  act  is  founded 
has  been  repeatedly  recognized  by  Congress.  Every  act  limiting  a  period  within  which  persons  having  claims  upon 
the  Government  should  make  application  for  the  payment  or  satisfaction  of  their  demands,  the  right  to  which,  when 
acquired,  was  not  subject  to  such  limitation,  is  evidently  bottomed  upon  the  same  principle.  There  appears  to  be 
as  strong  reasons  for  a  limitation  in  the  present  instance  as  in  any  other  that  has  or  can  occur.  It  is  believed  that 
there  is  a  considerably  greater  quantity  of  land  within  the  boundary  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  Virginia  on  the  continental  establishment,  than  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  the  unlocated  warrants;  but  as  it  is  not 
only  unknown  what  is  the  amount  of  tliose  warrants,  but  as  it  is  in  the  option  of  those  holding  them  when  or  whether 
ever  they  will  locate  them  or  not,  it  must  forever  remain  uncertain  what  is  the  quantity  of  land  subject  to  be  other- 
wise disposed  of,  if  there  is  no  period  fixed  beyond  which  locations  shall  not  be  made.  There  being,  however,  a 
considerable  number  of  unlocated  warrants  still  extant,  held  as  well  by  minors  as  others,  who  were  either  ignorant 
of  the  limitation,  or  whose  interest  has  been  neglected  by  those  who  represented  them,  and  the  object  of  the  limita- 
tion being  not  to  preclude,  but  to  hasten  the  location  of  those  warrants,  both  justice  and  policy  require  that  tliere 
should  be  a  further  extension  of  the  time. 

It  may  be  further  observed,  that,  from  the  manner  in  which  locations  have  been  made,  there  are  many  conflicting 
claims  to  land  within  the  territory  reserved  by  the  State  of  Virginia  for  the  use  of  her  officers  and  soldiers.  By  an 
act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  May,  1800,  provision  is  made  that,  when  either  party  to  such  claims  shall  lose  or  be 
evicted,  the  party  evicted  or  losing  the  land  shall  have  a  right  to  withdraw  his  warrant  to  the  amount  of  such  loss  or 
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eviction,  and  locate,  survey,  and  patent  the  same  on  any  vacant  land  within  the  reserved  territory;  as,  from  the 
recent  settlement  of  that  country,  but  few  losses  or  evictions  can  yet  have  taken  place,  to  refuse  to  prolong  the  time 
for  locations,  would,  in  a  great  measure,  deprive  parties  to  interfering  claims  of  the  right  of  availing  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  the  law  designed  for  their  benefit.  The  committee,  for  these  reasons,  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a  further  time  of  years  from  the  23d  of  March  next  be  allowed  for  locating  warrants 

granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  her  officers  and  soldiers  upon  continental  establishment,  and  that  a  further  time 
of years  from  the  said  23d  of  March  next  be  allowed  to  return  surveys  on  said  locations. 


9th  Congress.]  No.  135.  [2d  Sessioj.-. 
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LAND   CLAIMS   IN   THE    MICHIGAN    TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    CONGRESS,   JANUARY   2,    1807. 

Treasury  Department,  December  30th,  1806. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor,  in  conformity  with  the  several  acts  making  provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  territories  of  Indiana  and  Michigan,  to  enclose  the  transcript  of  decisions  made  by  the  commissioners  in  favor 
of  claimants  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit. 

It  appears  that  they  have  confirmed  only  eight  [six]  claims;  and  their  report  of  rejections  was  received  so  late, 
and  is  so  vbluminous,  that  there  was  not  time  to  have  it  transcribed.  The  original  has  been  transmitted  to  Congress. 
But  as  the  claims  are  there  arranged  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  acted  upon  by  the  Board,  and  are  not  divided 
into  classes,  according  to  their  nature,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commissioners,  dated  1st  December,  1805,  is 
herewith  transmitted,  [see  No.  126,  page  266]  which  gives  a  more  general  view  of^  the  subject  than  is  exhibited  in 
the  report  itself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Honorable  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

REPORT. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  which  have  been  affirmed  by  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  investigate  such  claims: 

1st.  Jean  Marie  Beaubien — The  claim  of  Jean  Marie  Beaubien  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  north  side  of 
river  Detroit,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  another 
parcel  of  land  claimed  by  the  sain  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  on  the  northeast  by  the  lands  of ,  and  on  the  south- 
west by  the  lands  of . 

2d.  Felix  Peltier. — The  claim  of  Felix  Peltier  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  north  side  of  river  Detroit, 
containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on 
the  east-northeast  by  a  farm  in  possession  of  George  Meldrum,  and  on  the  west-southwest  by  a  farm  now  in  pos- 
session, and  claimed  by  Maurice  Moran. 

3d.  Francis  Paul  Matcher. — The  claim  of  Francis  Paul  Matcher  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  north  side  of 
river  Detroit,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river,  in  rear  by 
anothei-  parcel  claimed  by  the  aforesaid  Francis  Paul  Matcher,  on  the  east-northeast  by  another  parcel  of  land 
claimed  by  the  same  Francis  Paul  Matcher,  and  on  the  west-southwest  by  the  farm  claimed  and  possessed  by 
Nicholas  Boyer. 

4th.  Antoine  Moras. — Mary  Boyer,  widow  of  Antoine  Moras,  deceased,  as  well  on  behalf  of  herself,  as  the 
widow  and  relict  of  Antoine  Moras,  as  in  behalf  of  their  children,  acting  as  their  natural  guardian  and  next  friend, 
claims  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  north  side  of  river  Detroit,  containing  three  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  east-northeast  by  a  farm  belonging  to  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Colonel  Francis  Hamtramcfc,  deceased,  and  on  the  west-southwest  by  the  farm  of  Francis  Paul 
Matcher,  above  described. 

5th.  George  Meldrum. — The  claim  of  George  Meldrum  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  north  side  of  river 
Detroit,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river,  in  rear  by  uncon- 
ceded lands,  on  the  east-northeast  by  the  farm  now  in  the  possession  of  Louis  Beaufait,  and  on  the  west-southwest 
by  the  farm  of  Felix  Peltier,  described  above. 

6th.  Charles  Gouin  and  Nicholas  Goiiin. — The  claim  of  Charles  Gouin  and  Nicholas  Goiiin  to  a  tract  of  land 
lying  on  the  north  side  of  river  Detroit,  containing  two  acres  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the 
said  river,  in  rear  by  another  parcel  of  lands  claimed  by  them,  on  the  east-northeast  by  the  farm  of  Antoine  De- 
quindre,  and  on  the  west-southwest  by  the  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of Vivard,  deceased. 

GEORGE  HOFFMAN, 

Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
FREDERICK  BATES, 
Receiver  of  Public  Motleys. 
The  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
March  6th,  1806. 


[Additional  reports  furnished  by  the  General  Land  Office.] 
No.  1. 

Copy  qfthe  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  at  Detroit,  began  on  the  29th  day  of  June, 

1807. 

Monday,  June  29,  1807. 
Stanley  Griswold,  Peter  Audrain,  and  James  Abbott,  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  the  Land  Office  in 
the  town  of  Detroit,  as  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  claims  of  persons  claiming  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  and  approved  the  3d  day  of  March,  1807;"  and,  after  being  sworn  according  to  law,  they  did  enter  into 
the  duties  of  their  office. 
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The  Register  delivered  to  tiie  Board  all  the  books  and  other  papers  in  his  possession,  relating  to  such  claims. 
And  there  being  no  business  ready,  the  Board  was  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  June  ZOlli,  1807. 

The  B(iai  d  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  1.  E.  Brush.— The  claim  of  John  Askin,  (numbered  twoiii  his  notice  of  the  28th  December,  1804)  and 
entered  ui  lull  length  in  the  second  volume  of  minutes  ot  the  late  commissioners,  page  277,  was  taken  into  consider- 
ation; and,  hereupon,  f/iijah  Brush,  of  Detroit,  appeared,  and  produced  to  the  Board  a  deed  of  conveyance,  in  fee 
simple,  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  from  the  said  John  Askin  to  him,  bearing  date  the  31st  day  of  October,  1806,  in 
whicli  deed  are  excepted  a  lot  of  one  arpent,  or  French  acre,  in  front,  upon  the  said  river  Detroit,  extending  back  to 
tjic  (lisiance  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet  from  the  water  edge,  and  wliich  is  now  owned  and  possessed  by  Henry 
Berlhelet;  and,  also,  the  lots  adjoining  on  what  was  iormerly  called  the  commons,  and  which  now  lie  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Governor's  house,  on  the  main  street  in  the  new  town  of  Detroit,  being  all  of  them  an  arpent,  or  French 
acre,  in  depth,  to  the  extremity  of  Baptiste  Lapierre's claim,  and  which  have  been  heretofore  sold  off  and  c(mveyed 
by  the  said  John  Askin,  are  exceptions  to  the  foregoing  conveyance,  and  are  not  conveyed,  or  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed, by  the  said  John  Askin  unto  the  said  Elijiih  Brush;  which  said  deed  is  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

"  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  nhall  come,  greeting: 

"Be  it  known  that  I,  John  Ar-kin,  of  Sandwich,  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in  hand,  before  the  ensealing  hereof,  well 
and  tiuly  paid  by  Elijah  Brush,  Esq.  of  Detroit,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  and  myself  there- 
with am  fully  satisfied,  contented,  and  paid,  and  thereof,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  do  exonerate,  acquit, 
and  forever  discharge  him,  the  said  Elijah  Brush,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators;  by  these  presents,  have 
given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  freely,  fully,  and 
absolutely  give,  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  alien,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto  him,  the  said  Elijah  Brush,  his  heirs,  and 
assigns,  forever,  all  that  capital  messuage  and  tenement,  or  farm,  and  farming  houses,  situate,  lying,  and  being'on 
the  Detroit,  or  strait  of  Lake  Erie,  lying  mostly  in  what  is  now  called  the  new  town  of  Detroit,  containing  two 
arpents,  or  Fiench  acres,  in  front  upon  the  said  strait  or  river  Detroit,  by  eighty  in  depth,  (except  as  hereinafter 
excepted)  being  the  same  tract  of  land,  (hat  is  to  say,  forty  in  depth,  by  two  m  bi^eadth,  on  the  said  river,  or  strait 
of  Lake  Erie,  that  was  ceded  and  granted  by  Charles  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  Knight  of  the  Royal  and  Militaiy 
Order  of  St.  Louis,  &c.  &c.  and  Gilles  Hocquart,  Knight  and  Member  of  the  King's  Privy  Council,  &c.  &c.  on  the 
1st  day  of  May,  1747,  to  Eustache  Gamelin.  his  heirs  and  assigns,  &.c.  And  afterwards,  to  wit:  on  the  15th  day 
of  March,  A.  D.  1759,  other  forty  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  depth,  by  two  in  breadth,  directly  in  rear  of  the  forty, 
first  aforesaid,  (hat  were  ceded  and  granted  by  Piquolee  de  Bellestre,  military  and  civil  commandant  for  the  King, 
at  Detroit,  unto  Jacques  Pilet,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  making  in  all,  eighty  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  depth,  by 
two  in  breadth,  and  bounded  on  all  sides,  as  is  p:irticularly  set  forth  and  explained  in  the  originals,  or  concessions. 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  granted  and  bargained  premises,  with  all  the  appurtenances,  privileges,  and  connno- 
dities,  to  the  same  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  to  him,  the  said  Elijah  Brush,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for- 
ever, to  his  ai}d  their  own  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof,  forever.  And  L  the  said  John  Askin,  for  myself,  my 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  do  covenant,  promise,  and  grant,  to  and  with  the  said  Elijah  Brush,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  that,  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  hereof,  I  am  the  sole,  true,  and  lawful  owner  of  the  above  bar- 
gained premises,  and  am  fidly  seised  and  possessed  of  the  same  in  my  own  proper  right,  as  a  good,  perfect,  and 
absolute  estate  of  inheritance,  in  fee  simple,  and  have  in  myself  good  right,  full  power,  and  lawful  authority  (o 
erant,  bargain,  sell,  convey,  and  confirm  said  bargained  premises  in  manner  as  aforesaid;  and  that  (he  said  Elijah 
Brush,  his  heirs  and  assigtis,  shall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  forever  hereattet,  by  force  and 
virtue  of  these  presents,  lawfully,  peaceably,  and  quietly,  have,  hold,  use,  occupy,  possess,  and  enjoy  the  said 
demised  and  bargained  premises,  with  the  appurtenances,  free  and  clear,  aiul  freely  and  clearly  acquitted,  exone- 
rated, and  discharged  of  from  all  and  all  manner  of  foi-mer  or  other  gifts,  grants,  bargains,  sales,  leases,  mortgages, 
■wills,  entails,  jointures,  dowries,  judgments,  executions,  or  incumbrances,  of  whatever  name  or  nature  soever, 
that  might  in  any  measure  or  degree  obstruct  or  make  void  this  present  deed.  This  grant  is,  however,  made 
subject  to  the  following  exceptions,  to  wit:  the  lot  of  one  arpent,  or  French  acre,  in  front,  upon  the  said  liver 
Detroit,  extending  back  to  the  distance  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet  from  the  water  edge,  and  which  is  now  owned 
and  possessed  by  Heniy  Berthelet,  as  also  the  lots  adjoining,  on  what  was  formerly  called  the  common,  and  which 
now  lie  on  the  north  side  of  the  Governor's  house  on  (he  main  street  in  the  new  town  of  Detroit,  being  all  of 
them  one  arpent,  or  Fiench  acre,  in  depth,  to  the  extremity  of  Baptiste  Lapierre's  claim,  and  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  sold  oti'  and  conveyed  by  the  said  John  Askin,  are  exceptions  to  the  foregoing  conveyance,  and  are  not 
conveyed,  or  intended  to  be  conveyed,  by  the  said  John  Askin  unto  the  said  Elijah  Brush.  Furthermore.  I,  the  said 
John  Askin,  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  do  covenant  and  engage  (he  above  demised  pre- 
mises, (with  the  exceptions,  as  aforesaid)  unto  him,  the  said  Elijah  Brush,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  against  the  lawful 
claims  and  demands  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  forever  hereafter  to  wajrant,  secure,  and  defend,  by 
these  presents.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  this 
31st  day  of  Octobej-,  A.  D-  1806. 

JOHN  ASKIN.  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  (he  presence  of 

Louis  Bauthb. 
Alex.  Askin. 

Col.  Antoine  Beaubien  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de 
posed  and  said,  that  John  Askin  was  in  actual  possession  of  the  premises  two  or  three  years  previous  to  the  Ameri- 
can Government  taken  possession  of  this  country,  in  1796,  and  continued  until  1802,  since  which  time  Elijah  Brush 
has  been  in  constant  possession. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissi<mers  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  sui'vey,  with 
the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  And  the  certi- 
ficate shall  be  No.  1. 

No.  3.  Antoine  Be/^ubien. — The  claim  of  Antoine  Beaubien,  which  was  entered  with  the  late  commissioners  in 
full  length  in  the  second  volume  of  Minutes,  page  251,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  December,  1804,  was  taken  into 
consideration;  whereupcm, Charles  St.  Bernard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  to  his  knowledge,  the  claimant  has  been  in  continued  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  (he  said  tract  of  land  at  least  twenty-five  years. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  (hereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  2;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  (he  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  1st,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  (he  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  3.  Matthew  Elliot. — The  claim  of  Matthew  Elliot,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  commissioners, 
in  full  length,  in  volume  2,  page  235,  under  the  date  of  the28(h  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whei'e- 
upon,  Robert  Abbott  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and 
said,  that  he  knows  that  Matthew  Elliot  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  a  long  time  previous  to 
the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  that,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  he  has  tenanted  the  premises. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  (he  lot  and  premises  so  claimed 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  3;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Regis-ter  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit 

No.  4.  Elijah  Brush.— The  claim  of  Elijah  Brush,  trustee  for  Alexander  M'Kee,  the  youn<'er,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  commissioners,  in  full  length,  in  volume  2,  page  23-2,  under  the  date  of  the  28th  February 
1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Robert  Abbott  was  brought  toward  as  a  witness  Tn  behalf  of  the' 
claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  that  Alexander  M'Kee,  the  elder,  was  in  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  the  premises  a  long  time  before  the  first  of  July,  1796,  and  that,  since  that  time  to  this  day 
the  premises  have  been  tenanted  by  Thomas  M'Kee,  the  father  of  the  said  Alexander  M'Kee  the  younger  ami 
P'Jijah  Brush,  as  trustee,  to  the  date  hereof.  '  '  &    '  ' 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  lot  and  premises  so 
claimed,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  threeof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  4;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Reois'ter  of  ihe 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  " 

No.  5.  Charles  Moran. — The  claim  of  Charles  Moran,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former 
commissioners  in  volume  2,  page  102,  under  the  date  of  the  21st  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration* 
whereupon,  Antoine  Rivard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bein"  duly  sworn' 
deposed  and  said,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy' of  tfe  premises  at 
least  four  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  has  continued  ever  since  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  5;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed' 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  6.  Louis  MoRAiN. — The  claim  of  Louis  Moran,  which  was  entei'ed  in  full  length  with  the  former  commis- 
sioners in  volume  2,  page  102,  under  the  date  of  the  21st  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration-  where- 
upon, Antoine  Rivard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,'deposed 
and  said,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  ot  the  premises  at  I'east  four 
years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  has  continued  ever  since  that  time  to  this  day. 
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No.  7.  Maurice  Moran. — The  claim  of  Maurice  Moran,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  com- 
missioners in  volume  2,  page  104,  under  the  date  of  the  22d  of  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration-  where- 
upon, Joseph  Louis  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  ,in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  that  Batiste  Meloche  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  more  than 
seventeen  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  has  ever  since  continued  in  possession  and  occupancy  jointly 
with  the  claimant. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  7;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a 
plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  July  'id,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  8.  Catherine  DEauiNDRE.— The  claim  of  Catherine  Dequindre,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the 
former  commissioners  under  the  date  of  the  10th  of  January,  1806,  in  the  2d  volume  of  Minutes,  page  56,  was  taken 
into  consideration;  whereupon,  Louis  Moran  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  from  the  25th  day 
of  March,  1795,  to  this  day,  without  any  interruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  8;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  fen  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  July  3d,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  9.  John  Robert  McDouGALL.— The  claim  of  John  Robert  McDougall,  which  was  entered  isi  full  length 
with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office,  at  Detroit,  in  the  2d  vol.  of  Minutes,  page  239,  under  the  date  of 
the  28tli  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Benoil  Chapotnn  was  brought  forward  as  a  wit- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant,  to  his  knowledge,  was  in 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  three  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  has  continued  so  to  this 
day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  9;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed' 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therem  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  10.  Louis  Moran.— The  claim  of  Louis  Moran,  as  guardian  of  the  minor  children  and  heirs  of  the  late 
Francois  Campeau,  dit  Bazile,  vyhich  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  commissioners,  in  the  2d  vol.  of  Mi- 
nutes, page  49,  under  the  date  of  the  2d  January,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Eenoit  Chapoton 
was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  late 
Francois  Campeau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  until  January,  1796,  when  he  died,  and  that, 
from  that  time  to  this  day,  the  heirs  have  tenanted  the  said  premises  by  their  guardian,  the  present  claimant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
as  guardian,  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  minor  children;  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which 
certificate  shall  be  No.  10;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of 
land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  11.  Benoit  Chapotok.— The  claim  of  Benoit  Chapoton,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former 
commissioners,  in  the  1st  vol.  of  Minutes,  page  237,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  of  January,  1806,  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration; whereupon,  John  Robert  McDougall  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  the  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  previous 
to  the  1st  day  ot  July,  1796,  and  has  continued  so,  without  any  interruption,  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  1 1;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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Monday,  July  6lh,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  12.  Charles  Gouin. — The  claim  of  Charles  Goiiin  to  one  arpent  and  three  quarters  of  an  arpent  in  front, 
by  sixty  arpents  in  depth,  and  which  had  been  entered  with  the  former  commissioners  in  the  1st  vol.  page  430,  under 
the  date  of  the  31st  December,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Lewis  Moran  was  brought  forward 
as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796;  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day,  with- 
out any  interruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  piece  of  land, 
and  tiiat  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  12;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  13.  Nicholas  Gouin. — The  claim  of  Nicholas  Goiiin  to  one  arpent  and  three  quarters  of  an  arpent  in  front, 
the  diree  quarters  of  an  arpent  extending  from  the  river,  in  depth  sixty  arpents,  and  one  arpent  extending  in  depth 
to  eighty  arpents,  and  which  was  entered  vifith  the  former  commissioners  in  full  length  in  the  1st  vol.  page  430,  un- 
der the  date  of  the  21st  December,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Jacques  Campeau  was  brought 
forwaid  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been 
in  possession  and  continueil  occupancy  of  the  premises  for  twenty-five  years  last  preceding  this  date. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  13;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  14.  Charles  Peltier. — The  claim  of  Charles  Peltier  to  three  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty  in 
depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  commissioners,  as  containing  five  arpents  in  front,  in  vol. 
2d,  page  71,  under  the  date  of  the  24th  January,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Jacques  Campeau 
was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claim- 
ant has  been  in  possession  and  continued  occupancy  of  the  premises  since  the  24th  January,  1794,  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land  of 
tliree  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No-  14;  and 
that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be 
returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  15.  Phillis  Peltier. — The  claim  of  Phillis  Peltier  to  four  arpents.  Or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty  in 
depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2d, 
page  78,  under  the  date  of  the  4th  February,  1806,  and  was  affirmed  by  the  said  commissioners,  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  tlierepf,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  15;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  16.  Francis  P.  Matcher. — The  claim  of  Francis  Paul  Matcher  to  five  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by 
eighty  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  2d,  page  311,  under  the  date  of  the  7th  of  March,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Phillis  Peltier 
■was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  prem- 
ises were  in  the  possession  and  continued  occupancy  of  the  family  of  William  St.  Bei-nard  many  years  previous  to 
the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  continued  so  until  the  present  claimant  purchased  in  1802,  who  has  continued  in  the  pos- 
session and  occupancy  of  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  16;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

TiTESDAY,  July  1th,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and  there  being  no  business,  it  was  ad- 
journed to  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  8th,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  17.  Francois  Gouin. — The  claim  of  Fransois  Goiiin  to  two  and  a  half  arpents.  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by 
sixty  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol. 
2d,  page  63,  under  the  date  of  the  17th  January,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Bazile  Thibault  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant 
was  in  possession  and  continued  occupancy  of  the  premises  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  has  con- 
tinued so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  17;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit.  , 

No.  18.  George  MELDRUM.^The  claim  of  George  Meldrum  to  four  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty 
arpents  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol. 
2d,  page  235,  under  the  date  of  28th  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  James  McDonald  was 
brought  foward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant 
was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  previous  to  the  first  of  July,  179C,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  18;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  July  9th,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  claim  of  Gabriel  Chene,  entered  with  the  former  commissioners,  in  vol.  2,  page  256,  for'nine  arpents  in  front, 
by  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  under  the  date  of  28th  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Jean 
Baptiste  Chapoton  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Jean  Baptiste 
Campeau,  father-in-law  of  the  claimant,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  three  arpents,  in  the  middle  of  the 
said  nine  arpents,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  and  continued  in  the  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  same  until  he 
sold  it  to  the  present  claimant;  and  that  the  said  claimant,  from  the  day  he  purchased  to  this  day,  has  continued  in 
the  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  said  tract.  The  deponent  further  says,  that  in  January,  1783,  he  accompanied 
Jacques  Campeau,  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau,  and  Simon  Campeau,  three  brothers,  each  of  whom  then  occupied  three 
arpents  of  the  said  nine  arpents,  when  tiiey  made  the  divisions  of  the  three  farms,  commencing  at  the  river  Detroit,  and 
extending  in  depth  about  eighty  arpents,  each  of  them  retaining  three  arpents  in  front;  and  that  ever  since  that  divi- 
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sion  was  made,  Jacques  Campeau  and  the  late  Simon  Campeau  have  been  in  the  possession  and  occupancy,  each  of 
their  respective  farms.  The  deponent  doth  further  say,  (hat  it  was  at  the  special  request  of  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau, 
father-in-law  of  the  claiman!,  tliat  he,  the  deponent,  accompanied  the  three  brothers  when  they  divided  the  three  farms. 

At  the  request  of  the  claimant,  and  he  declaring  on  oath  that  he  believes  that  he  can  bring  forward  material  evi- 
dence in  his  behalf,  the  commissioners  postponed  the  consideration  of  this  claim  until  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  July  lOlh,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  19.  Louis  Benfait,  Senior. — Theclaimof  Louis  Benfiit,  Senior,  to  four  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  ffont, 
by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  the  1st  vol.  page  409,  under  the  date  of  the  12th  December,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  where- 
upon, George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been  in  possession  and  continued  occupancy  of  the  premises  for  thirty  years,  until 
this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  19;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjournment  till  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  Uth,  1807. 

The  board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  commissioners  took  up  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Chene,  and  evidence  was  adduced  and  heard;  whereupon,  Jean 
Baptiste  Campeau,  father  in-law  to  the  claimant,  canie  forward,  and  prayed  that  time  may  be  allowed  him  until 
to-morrow  morning  to  enter  his  caveat  against  the  granting  of  a  certificate  to  the  present  claimant;  and  it  was  granted 
him. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

TuESBAY,  July  nth,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Jean  Baptiste  Campeau  appeared,  and  filed  an  affidavit  and  caveat  against  a  certificate  being  granted  to  Gabriel 
Chene;  and  thereupon  the  further  consideration  of  the  claim  of  the  said  Gabriel  Chene  was  postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  15lh,  1807. 

The  board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  20.  Robert  Navarre. — The  claim  of  RqbertNavarretofourarpentsin  frontby  forty  arpents  in  depth,  which 
was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Otfice  at  Detroit,  in  2(1  vol.  page  126,  under  the 
date  of  the  21st  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon.  Gabriel  Chene  was  brought  forward  as  a 
witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  has  continued  so  without  any  interrup- 
tion to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  20;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a 
plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  21.  Pierre  D.  Labadi. — The  claim  of  Pierre  Descontes,  ditLabadi,  to  three  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front, 
by  forty  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Oftice  at  Detroit,  in 
2d  vol.  page  128,  under  the  date  of  the  21st  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Robert 
Navarre  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the 
claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  has  continued  so  without 
any  interruption  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  is  to  be  No.  21;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  July  IGlh,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  22.  Joseph  Beaubien. — The  claim  of  Joseph  Beaubien  to  three  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty 
in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  2d 
vol.  page  96,  under  the  date  of  the  10th  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Alexis  Labadi  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Eutreau,  dit 
.Francis  Navarre,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796, 
[and  continued  so  until  he  sold  it  to  the  claimant  in  1797;  and  that  the  claimant,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  has  been 
in  continued  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  22;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  23.  Francois  Gamelin. — The  claim  of  Franqois  Gamelin  to  two  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty 
in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  J^and  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  2d 
volume,  page  97,  under  the  date  of  the  11th  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Dorainick 
Labrosse  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that 
the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  more  than  ten  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day,  without  any  interruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  23;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  24.  Alexis  Labadi. — Theclaimof  Alexis  Labadi  to  two  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty  in 
depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  2d 
volume,  page  98,  under  the  date  of  the  13th  of  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Dominick 
Labrosse  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that 
the  claimant  has  been  in  a  continued  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  since  the  year  1704  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  tlie  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  24;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  July  llth,  1807. 

The  board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
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Joseph  Weaver,  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  appeared,  and  produced  liis  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  on 
the  river  Rouge,  as  grantee  of  the  widow  and  sons  of  the  late  Willliam  Hurt,  deceased;  wliich  claim  was  entered  in 
full  length  with  the  Former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  by  the  late  William  Hurt,  in  volume  1st, 
paoe  22,  under  the  date  of  2d  of  January,  1805:  whereupon,  John  Shaw  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf 
of^the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  one  year  before  the  death  of  William  Hurt, 
the  said  William  Hurt  told  him,  when  he  was  very  ill,  that,  if  he  died,  his  wish  was  that  his  farm  and  personal  pro- 
perty should  be  enjoyed  by  his  wife  during  her  natural  life;  and  that,  after  her  death,  his  farm  should  be  divided 
between  his  three  sons,  and  his  personal  property  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  all  his  children,  boys  and  girls; 
and  he  requested  the  deponent  to  put  in  writing  the  above  declaration;  the  deponent  did  so,  and  the  paper  was  put 
in  the  hands  of  the  wife  of  the  said  William  Hurt.  The  deponent  further  says  that  he  believes  that  the  said  William 
Hurt,  at  that  time,  and  since,  until  his  death,  considered  the  said  writing  as  a  sufficient  will. 

William  Murphy,  son-in-law  of  the  deceased  William  Hurt,  appeared  before  the  commissioners,  and  entered  a 
caveat  against  a  certificate  being  granted  to  Joseph  Weaver,  the  present  claimant,  alleging  for  his  reasons  that  his 
wife,  Oney,  is  one  of  the  legal  heirs  of  the  estate  of  the  late  William  Hurt,  deceased,  and  has  never  relinquished 
her  share  in  the  estate  of  her  father;  whereupon,  the  commissioners  postponed  to  Wednesday  next  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  claim. 

No.  25.  Charles  Labadi. — The  claim  of  Charles  Labadi  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  Rouge,  of  three  arpents,  or 
French  acres,  in  front,  and  extending  in  depth  to  the  line  of  the  lands  of  the  St.  Cosme's  family,  not  to  exceed 
eighty  arpents,  which  was  entered  in  lull  length  by  Alexis  Labadi,  his  father,  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2d,  page  98,  under  the  date  of  the  13th  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion: whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Sanscrainte  was  brought  forvvard  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  father  of  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  from 
the  year  1781  until  about  nine  years  ago,  when  he  sold  it  to  this  claimant,  who  has  ever  since  been  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  same. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  25;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  July  18,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  26.  Joseph  Serre.— The  claim  of  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  to  three  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by 
forty  in  depth,  which  was  entered  at  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
volume  2d,  page  100,  under  the  date  of  the  19th  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Joseph 
Laderoute  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said, 
that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premised  before  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  has  continued  so 
ever  since  to  this  day.  . 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  26;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  27.  James  Peltier. — The  claim  of  James  Peltier  to  three  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty  in 
depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  vvith  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2d, 
page  99,  under  the  date  of  the  18th  February.  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Antoine  Dequindre 
was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  a  long 
time  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  premises  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  Bernard  Campeau,  who 
sold  the  same  to  James  May  the  1st  January,  1798;  and  James  May  occupied  the  same  until  the  10th  October,  1800, 
when  he  sold  to  the  present  claimant,  who  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  same  from  that  time  to  this 
day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  27,  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  20,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  28.  Rebecca  Cissne. — The  claim  of  Rebecca  Cissne,  late  the  widow  of  Joseph  Cissne,  Esq..  deceased,  and 
administratrix  to  the  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  and  now  wife  of  Hugh  McVay,  to  seven  and  a  half  arpents,  or 
French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Rouge,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands, 
which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1st,  page 
245,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  January,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Pierre  Dumay  was  brought 
forward  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  late  Joseph  Cissne 
was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  did  continue  so 
until  his  death,  since  which  time  the  claimant,  administratrix  as  aforesaid,  has  been  in  continued  possession  and 
occupancy  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  apipear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant,  as  administratrix,  is  entitled  to  the  afore- 
said tract  of  land,  and  that  slie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  28;  and  that  she  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  29.  Charles  Rouleau. — The  claim  of  Charles  Rouleau  to  one  and  a  half  arpent,  or  French  acre,  in  front, 
extending  in  depth  to  the  Pattawatamies  road,  leading  to  St.  Joseph,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  for- 
mer Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2.  page  41,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  December,  1805,  was 
taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Pierre  Dumay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  William  Hurt,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  until  the  4th  July,  1803,  when  he  sold  the  same  to  the  claimant,  who, 
since  that  time,  hath  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  29;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  30.  Matthew  Ernest.— The  claim  of  Matthew  Ernest  to  seven  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by 
forty  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  2,  pages  228  and  301,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  F'ebruary,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon. 
Witmore  Knags  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  syvorn,  deposed  and 
said,  that  he  knows  that,  previous  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1796,  Mr.  John  Askin  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  one  arpent;  Francis  Lafontaine,  of  three  arpents;  and  Gabriel  Godfroy,  of  three  arpents;  and  continued  so,  with- 
out any  interruption,  until  they  sold  to  the  claimant,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  has  possessed  and  occupied 
the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners,  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  premises,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  30;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
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a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the-Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  31.  Joseph  Kilburn. — The  claim  of  Joseph  Kilburn  to  ten  arpenls,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  on  river  Rouge, 
extending  back  10  the  line  of  the  lands  of  the  St.  Cosme's  family,  (not  to  exceed,  in  the  vtfliole,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,)  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol. 
1st,  page  279,  under  the  date  of  '2d  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Pierre  Dumay  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant;  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Messrs.  Mel- 
drum  and  Park  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  until  the  2d 
day  of  April,  1804,  when  they  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  since  that  time 
to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  31,  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
andaplot  ofthesurvey,with  the  ((uantity  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  32.  John-  Cissne.— The  claim  of  John  Cissne  to  fourarpents, or  French  acres, in  front, on  riverRouge, extend- 
ing in  depth  to  the  line  of  the  lands  of  the  St.  Cosme's  family,  (not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,) 
which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  atDeti;oit,  in  vol.  2,  page  44, 
under  the  date  of  the  16th  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Francois  Chovin  was  brought 
forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  beitig  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in 
possession  and  occupancy  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  has  been  until  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land; 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  32;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
ami  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  33.  Francois  Chovin.— The  claim  of  Francois  Chovin  to  six  and  a  half  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front, 
on  river  Rouge,  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1st,  page  13,  under  the  date  of  '1th  November,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration; 
whereupon,  John  CisMie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been  in  continued  possession  and  occupancy  from  the  1st  July,  1793,  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land; 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No-  33;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  34.  Francois  Durocher. — The  claim  of  Francois  Durocher  to  three  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  on 
river  Rouge,  by  forty  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  by  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1st,  page  86,  under  the  date  of  the  16th  January,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon, 
Fran(5ois  Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and 
said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Thomas  Cox  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  con- 
tinued so  until  the  same  was  sold  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Wayne,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  said  county  of  Wayne,  for  taxes  received  by  the  said  Thomas  Cox,  as  collector,  and  unpaid;  since  which 
time,  the  claimant  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  34;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  tlie  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  35.  William  Cissne.— The  claim  of  W"illiam  Cissne  to  eight  arpents,  or  French  acres,  on  river  Rouge,  by 
forty  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office,  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  1st,  page  42,  under  the  date  of  the  4th  November,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon  Frangois 
Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that 
the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  has  continued  so 
to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  cominissicmers  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  35;  antl  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  36.  The  widow  and  administratrix  of  Joshua  Lorain,  deceased. — The  claim  of  Marie  Louise,  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Lorain,  deceased,  and  administratrix  to  the  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  to  three  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in 
front,  by  forty  in  depth,  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Officeat  Detroit,  in  vol,  1st,  page  111, under  the  date  of  the  1 1th  January,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon, 
Francois  Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and 
said,  that  the  late  Joseph  Lorain,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  prior  to  the  1st  July, 
1796,  and  continued  so  until  his  death,  and  that,  from  that  time,  the  claimant,  his  widow  and  administratrix  as  afore- 
said, has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  36;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit- 
No.  37.  Charles  Chovin.— The  claim  of  Charles  Chovin,  as  grantee  of  Charles  Rouleau,  to  two  arpents,  or  French 
acres,  in  iiont,  on  river  Rouge,  by  forty  in  depth,  being  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  five  arpents  in  front,  formerly 
owned  by  the  said  Charles  Rouleau,  and  by  him  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  De- 
troit, in  volume  1st,  page  298,  under  the  date  of  the  4th  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  The  claim- 
ant produced  to  the  Board  a  deed  of  conveyance,  in  fee  simple,  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  from  the  said  Charles 
Rouleau,  to  him,  bearing  date  the  31st  October,  1805,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

"  Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes,  residant  au  Detroit,  fut  present  Charles  Rouleau,  de  la  riviere  Rouge,  dis- 
trict du  Detroit,  lequel  a  reconnu  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse  des  maintenant,  et  k  toujours,  avec 
garantie  de  tous  troubles  quelconques  (excepte  le  Gouvernement  des  Etats  Unis)  a  Charles  Chovin,  du  meme 
district, ace  present  acceptantacquereur  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  ou  plantation  siseet 
situee  a  la  riviere  Rouge,  dans  le  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  consistant  en  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  pro- 
fondeur,  burnee  d'un  cote  par  John  C9nnelly,  et  de  I'autre  cote  par  John  Shaw,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  con- 
noitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  sati.sfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  soixante  pounds, 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  recimnoit  avoir  requ  comptant,  en  quitte  etdecharge  ledit  acquereur, 
et  tout  autre;  aumoyen  de  quoy  le  dit  vendeur  a  transporte  au  dit  acquereur  tous  les  droits  qu'il  a,  et  pouvait  avoir, 
sur  la  ditte  terre,  voulant  et  eiitendant  qu'd  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  et  qu'il  en  dispose  a  sa  vo- 
lonte,  comme  d'un  bien  justement  acquis.  Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  31  Octobre,  1805;  et  le  dit  vendeur  ayant 
declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  et  a  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte  en  presence  de  temoins. 


En  presence  de  Peter  Audrain." 


CHARLES  X  ROULEAU,  [l.  s.] 
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Whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  ;ukI  faid,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  .luly.1796,  Charles  Rouleau,  the  grantor,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  to  the  31st  October,  1805,  when  he  sold  the  same  to  the  claimant,  who  has  been 
in  possession  and  occupancy  from  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  of  the  same,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  37;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the_  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  the  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow, at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  J'l^/y  21,  I80t. 

The  Boai  d  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  38.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Antoine  Moras,  deceased. — The  claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Antoine 
Moras,  deceased,  to  three  arpcnts,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vuiume  2d,  page  104,  under  the  date  of  the  24th  Febru- 
aiy,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Charles  Goiiin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of 
the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  late  Antoine  Moras  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises  marfy  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  continued  so  until  his  death;  since  which  time, 
the  widow  and  children  ol  the  said  Antoine  Moras  have  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  to  this  day. 

And  referring  to  the  minutes  of  the  former  commissioners,  we  find  that  the  claim  of  the  said  widow  and  heirs  of 
Antoine  Moras,  deceased,  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  was  affirmed  by  them:  therefore,  it  doth  appear  to  the  com- 
missioners (hat  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof, 
which  certificate  shall  be  No.  38;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the 
quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  22,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  39.  John  Harvev. — The  claim  of  John  Harvey  to  six  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth, 
on  the  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  commissioners,  in  volume  1st,  page  82,  under 
the  date  of  the  13th  November,  1803,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Israel  Ru land  was  brought  for- 
ward as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the 
1st  July,  1796,  Jcihn  Askin  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  the 
same  to  the  claimant,  on  the  31st  December,  1801,  who,  since  that  time,  to  this  day,  has  been  in  possession  and  occu- 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  39;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  40.  John  Steinreck  and  Joseph  Chbrboneau. — The  claim  of  John  Steinbeck  and  Joseph  Cherboneau,  as 
grantees  of  Solomon  Sibley,  to  six  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  by 
the  said  Solomon  Sibley  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2d,  page  36,  under 
the  date  of  the  26th  December,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  The  claimants  produced  to  the  Board  a  deed  of 
conveyance  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  from  the  said  Solomon  Sibley  to  them,  bearing  date  the  7th  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  1806,  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

This  indenture,  made  at  Detroit  this  7th  day  of  February,  1806,  between  Solomon  Sibley,  of  the  district  of  De- 
troit, and  territory  of  Michigan,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Steinbeck  and  Joseph  Cherboneau,  of  the  same  district 
and  territory  aforesaid,  of  the  other  part,  witnessetli  that  the  said  Solomon  Sibley,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  him  in  hand  paid,  and  secured  to  be  paid,  at  and  before  the  sealing  of  these  presents,  the 
receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  has  granted,  remised,  released,  and  forever  quit  claimed,  and  by  these 
presents  doth  grant,  release,  and  forever  quit  claim,  unto  the  said  John  Steinbeckand  Joseph  Cherboneau,  and  to  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  that  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  with  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  erected 
and  made,  lying  and  being  situated  upon  the  first  fork  of  river  Rouge,  in  the  district  of  Detroit  aforesaid,  contain- 
ing, by  estimation,  six  acres  or  arpents  in  front,  and  forty  arpents  or  acres  in  depth,  making  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  and  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  in  front  by  the  said  fork  of  said  river  Rouge,  upon 
tlie  upper  and  easterly  side,  by  the  farm  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  Dicks,  deceased;  upon  the  lower  and  westerly  side, 
by  the  farm  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  Riopel;  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  being  the  same  tract  of  land  for- 
merly improved  by  one  John  Messimore,  and  by  the  grantor  purchased  of  Mr.  Jacob  Clemens;  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  above  described  tract  of  land  and  premises,  with  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in 
any  wise  appertaining,  unto  the  said  John  and  Joseph,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  the  said  Solomon 
)Sibley,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  John  and  Joseph,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  against  himself  and  his  heirs,  and  all  persons  claiming  under  him,  and  against  all  other  claims,  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  all  persons  that  do  or  may  claim,  under  the  United  States,  only  excepted,  the  grantees  that 
risk  upon  themselves,  without  any  recourse  upon  the  grantor  for  indemnity.  And  the  said  Solomon  Sibley  doth 
further  covenant,  that,  should  the  United  States  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  deed  or  patent  tor  said  premises,  in 
pursuance  of  a  notice  of  claim  filed  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Board  at  Detroit, he  will,  upon  the  expen- 
ses being  paid  him,  make  the  said  John  and  Joseph,  or  their  assigns,  thereby  conveying  such  further  right  as  said 
Sibley  may  require;  the  same  to  be  done  upon  reasonable  notice.  In  witness  of  all  and  singular  the  premises  afore- 
said, the  said  Solomon  Sibley  has  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

SOLOMON  SIBLEY,  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

William  Brown. 
James  May. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Durocher  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  several  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  John  Messimore  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  7th  of  September,  1796,  when  he  sold  to  Jacob  Clemens, 
who  tenanted  the  same  until  the  6th  of  April,  1801,  when  he  sold  to  Solomon  Sibley,  who  had  possession  and 
tenanted  the  premises  until  the  7th  of  February,  1806,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  have  been  in  possession 
and  occupancy  from  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  c<nDmissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  40;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  41.  JoHANAH  Dicks.— The  claim  of  Johanah  Dicks,  widow  of  the  late  Jacob  Dicks,  deceased,  and  adminis- 
tratrix to  the  estate  of  the  said  deceased  to  six  arpents,  or  thereabout,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  on  the  first  fork  or 
river  Rouge,  by  forty  in  depth,  not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  two  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  which  was  entered  in 
full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1st,  page  17,  under  the  date  of  the 
3d  of  January,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Edward  M'Carty  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness 
in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  late  Jacob  Dicks  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  continued  so  until  his  death;  since  which  time 
to  this  day,  the  claimant,  administratrix  as  aforesaid,  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy. 
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And  thereupon  it  dofli  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant,  as  administratrix,  is  entitled  to  the  afore- 
said (lact  of  land,  and  that  she  have  a  certiticate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  il;  and  that  she  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  42.  Edward  McCarty. — The  claim  of  Edward  McCarty  to  three  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  on 
river  Rouge,  and  extending  in  depth  to  the  Pattawatamies  road,  (not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  whole) 
which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1st,  page  303, 
ander  the  date  of  the  5th  of  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  William  Cissne  was  brought 
forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st 
of  July,  1796,  Andre  Berkiaume  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  2d  of 
December,  1797,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  has  possessed  and  occupied  the 
same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  42;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  43.  James  Cissne. — The  claim  of  James  Cissne  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Rouge,  containing,  by  estima- 
tion, f(jur  arpents  in  front,  more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Rouge,  and  in  rear  by  the  Pattawatamies  road, 
below  by  the  line  of  the  late  William  Hurt,  deceased,  and  above  by  a  white  oak  tree,  marked  with  three  notches, 
not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2d,  page  43,  under  the  date  of  the  16th  of  February,  1805,  was  taken 
into  consideration;  whereupon,  John  Dicks  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  piemises, 
and  tenanted  the  same,  and  has  continued  to  do  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certiticate  shall  be  No.  43;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  July  23,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  4  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  44.  Francois  Lafontaine, — The  claim  of  Francois  Lafontaine  to  three  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front, 
by  forty  in  depth,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  2d,  page  95,  under  the  date  of  the  8th  of  February,  1806,  was  taken  into  consideration;  vvhereupon.  Colonel 
Francis  Chabert  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and 
said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Ambroise  Riopel  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  18th  of  July,  1799,  when  he  sold  the  same  to  Messrs.  Jacques  and  Frangois 
Lasselle,  who  tenanted  the  same  until  the  30tii  of  July,  1805,  when  they  sold  to  the  claimant,  whoj  from  that  time 
to  this  day,  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certiticate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  44;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  45.  Jachues  and  Francois  Lasselle. — The  claim  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle  to  a  small  tract  of 
land,  or  prairie,  on  the  river  Detroit  and  river  Rouge,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  a  coulee, 
or  small  run, .on  one  side  by  the  river  Rouge,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  lands  of  Colonel  Francis  Chabert,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  122,  under  the  date  of  the  19th 
of  January,  1805,  (not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,)  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon 
Etienne  Dubois  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and 
said,  that  the  claimants  have  been  in  possession,  and  have  tenanted  the  premises  from  the  year  1795  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  45;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  46.  Antoine  Lasselle,  Jr. — The  claimof  Lasselle,  Jr.  as  grantee  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  to  three 
arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  on  the  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the 
former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1st,  page  122,  under  the  date  of  the  19th  of  January, 
1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Etienne  Dubois  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the 
claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  at  least  three  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Alexis 
Solo  and  his  wife  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  tlie  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  27th  ot  August, 
1803,  when  they  sold  the  same  to  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  who  tenanted  the  same  until  the  25tli  of  March, 
1805,  when  they  sold  to  the  claimant,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  said  premises. 
The  claimant  produced  to  the  Board  a  deed  of  conveyance,  in  fee  simple,  from  the  said  Jacques  and  Francois 
Lasselle  to  him  for  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  which  deed  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

"  Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  furent  presents  sieurs  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  associes  negociants  dans 
le  territoire  de  Michigan,  lesquels  ont  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoissent,  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et 
delaisse  des  maintenant  et  a.  toujours,  promettant  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hy- 
potheques,  evictions,  alienations,  substitutions,  et  de  tout  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  au  Sieur  An- 
toine Lasselle,  le  jeune,  commergant,  a  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir 
une  terre,  ou  plantation,  sise  et  situee  au  nord  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  Erie  et  territoire  de  Michi- 
gan susdit,  de  trois  arpents  de  front,  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  etpar 
Oerriere  par  les  terres  des  etablissements  de  la  riviere  aux  Sables;  a  I'ouest,  par  la  terre  de  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle:  et 
a  Test,  par  celle  d'Alexis  Labadi;  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circon- 
stances,  et  dependances,  avec  les  maisons,  la  grange,  et  autres  batiments,  et  specialleinent  une  distilleiie  avec 
quatre  alembiques,  et  tous  les  utensils  appartenant  a  la  ditte  distillerie;  aussi  un  nioulin  a  farine,  et  un  moulin  k 
scie,  susconstruits,  clotures,  &c.  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  et  delaissement  ainsy  fait  pour  et  nioyennant  la  somme  de  trois  mille  pounds  cours  de  la 
Nouvelle  York,  egalle  a  sept  mille  cinq  cent  piastres,  ou  dollars,  monnoye  legalle  des  Etats  Unis.  desquelles  les  dits 
sieurs  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle  reconnoissent  avoir  regu  coniptant  du  dit  acquereur  lors  et  avant  la  passation 
des  presentes;  mil  cinq  cent  pounds  au  bout  de  deux  annees,  que  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et  s'oblige  de  payer  aux 
dits  sieurs  vendeurs  le  25  Mars,  1808,  et  trois  cent  pounds  par  annee  pour  cinq  annees  apres,  done  que  les  pre- 
mieres trois  cent  pounds  seront  payees  par  le  dit  acquereur  aux  dits  sieurs  vendeurs  le  25  Mars,  1809,  et  le  dernier 
le  meme  jour  et  mois  de  I'annee  1813,  lesquels  dits  derniers  payeinents  se  feront  annuelleraent  le  meme  jour  de 
chaque  annee  aux  dits  sieurs  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  a  eux,  ou  leurs  hoirs,  ou  ayant  cause;  et  pour  surete 
desquels  payements,  les  susdittes  terres  presentement  vendiiesdemeureront  par  privilege  special  aft'ectees,  obligees, 
et  hypothequees  envers  les  susdits  vendeurs  jusqu'a  I'entier  et  parfait  payeraent  susmentionne. 

11  est  bien  entendu  entre  les  parties,  que  les  dits  sieurs  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle  se  reservent  les  profits  ou 
Pusufruitdu  moulin  a  farine,  et  du  moulin  a  scie,  pour  deux  annees  a  compter  de  ce  jour,  selon  le  marche  qu'il  y  a 
entre  eux  et  Moses  Morse,  date  au  Detroit  le  17  du  present  mois,  et  le  dit  acquereur  est  satisfait  que  le  dit 
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Morse  jouisse  d'iceux  pour  la  troisieme  annee  sous  les  conditions  y  exprimees,  et  dont  le  provenu  lui  sera  pave  par 
le  dit  Morse,  pour  son  avantage  et  utilite. 

Au  moyen  de  quoy, les  dits  vendeurs  ont  de  ce' moment transporfe  et  par  ces  presentestransportent  audit acque- 
reur,  ses  hoiis,  et  ayant  cause  a,  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'ils 
ont  et  pourraient  avoir  sur  la  ditte  lerre  ou  plantation,  s'en  demeltant  et  desaissisant  a  son  profit,  (excepte  comme  il 
est  excepte  cy-dessus)  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il 
appartiendia  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  susdit  district  Erie,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  le  25  Mars,  1806,  et 
ont  signe  les  dittes  parties,  et  pose  leurs  cachets  a  cecy,  en  presence  de  temoins. 

JACQUES  LASSELLE,       [l.  s.] 
FRANCOIS  LASSELLE,    [l.  s.] 
,_     ^  ANTOINE  LASSELLE,      [l.  s.] 

Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Joseph  Gut, 
Jacques  Peltier,  Jr." 

And  (hereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  46;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  July  24,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  the  Board 
adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  July  25,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  the  Board 
adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  27,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  the  Board 
adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  July  28,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  the  Board 
adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  29,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  the  Board 
adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  July  30,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  the  Board 
adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  July  SI,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  the  Board 
adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

STANLEY  GRISWOLD. 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 

No.  2. 

Transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Board  at  Detroit,  from  the  1st  of  Jlugusl  to  the 

3lst  October,  1807. 

Saturday,  August  I,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  the  Board 
adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  Jugust  3,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  August  4,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  Jiugust  5,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  tomorrow,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  August  6,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  47.  Jacob  Vinger.— The  claim  of  Jacob  Vinger  to  his  farm,  on  which  he  now  lives,  comprehending  the 
two  tracts  of  land  mentioned  in  his  notice,  entered  in  lull  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  I^and  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  89,  under  the  date  of  the  14th  November,  1806,  to  wit:  one  tract  of  three  arpents  in 
front,  by  forty  in  depth,  and  the  other  of  two  arpents  in  front,  by  sixty  in  depth,  making  together  two  hundred  and 
forty  arpents,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Gabriel  Godfroy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in 
behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  tract  of  three  arpents  by  forty,  since  the  21st  of  December.  1791;  that  the  other  tract  of  two 
arpents  by  sixty  was  in  possession  of  and  tenanted  by  William  Robertson  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1796,  and  continued  so  until  the  9th  February,  1798,  when  he  sold,  to  the  claimant,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day, 
has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same,  together  with  the  other  tract  which  he  then  united  to  make  but  one  farm. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  47;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August  7,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourn- 
ed to  to-morrow,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  August  8, 1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  48.  Thomas  Smith.— The  claim  of  Thomas  Smith  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Ecorce,  in  the  district 
of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  farm  of  An- 
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toine  Baron,  and  the  south  by  the  lands  of  Jonathan  Schieffelin,  on  the  east  by  the  waters  of  said  river  Ecorce,  and 
west  by  a  meridian  line,  called  the  second  concession  line,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1st,  page  103,  under  the  date  of  19th  February,  1805,  was 
taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Sitnon  Drouiliard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of 
and  tenanted  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  48;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  10,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  tlie  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  Mgust  11,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in'the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  12,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Thuksday,  August  13,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, af  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August  14,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  August  15,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  17,  1807. 
.  The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  August  18,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  19,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  August  20,  1807. 
The  board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August  21,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  August  22,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  49.  Matthew  Donovan. — The  claim  of  Matthew  Donovan,  to  his  farm  on  river  Rouge,  comprehending 
two  tracts  adjoining  together,  and  making  but  one  farm,  or  tract,  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1st,  page  441,  under  the  date  of  the  23d  December,  1805,  containing 
six  arpents  in  front  on  river  Rouge,  and  extending  in  depth  to  the  lands  of  the  St.  Cosme  family,  bounded  below  by 
the  lands  of  Jesse  Burbank,  and  above  by  the  lands  of  .John  Cissne,  not  to  exceed  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents 
in  the  whole,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Frangois  Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf 
of  the'  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  above  farm  v^as  in  the  possession  and  occupancy 
of  Jacques  Lasselle  and  John  Shaw  previous  to  the  1st  of  Jul)f,  1796,  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  the  present 
claimant,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  has  been  in  possession  of  and  has  tenanted  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  farm,  and  that 
he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  49;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a 
plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit. 

No.  50.  John  Connelly. — The  claim  of  John  Connelly  to  his  farm  on  river  Rouge,  comprehending  two  tracts 
adjoining  together,  and  composing  but  one  tract,  or  farm,  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1st,  page  269,  under  the  date  of  the  29th  November,  1805,  containing  six 
arpents  in  front  on  river  Rouge,  and  extending  back  to  the  lands  of  the  St.  Cosme  family,  bounded  below  by  the 
lands  of  the  late  Joseph  Voyer,  deceased,  and  above  by  the  lands  of  Charles  Chovin,  not  to  exceed  four  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  in  the  whole,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Francois  Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a 
witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796, 
Jacob  Young  and  Charles  Chovin  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  they 
sold  to  the  present  claimant,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  farm,  and  that 
he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  50;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a 
plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit. 

No.  51.  Jesse  Burbank.— The  claim  of  Jesse  Burbank  to  a  farm  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  in  full 
length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1st,  pa^e  89,  under  the  date  of  the 
16th  January,  1805,  containing  three  acres  in  front,  and  extending  in  depth  to  the  lands  of  the  St.  Cosme  family, 
not  to  exceed  three  hundred  acres  in  the  whole,  bounded  above  by  the  lands  of  Matthew  Donovan,  and  below  by 
the  lands  of  the  late  James  Donaldson,  deceased,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  Francois  Chovin  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the 
1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of,  tenanted  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  tne  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  51;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  24,  1807. 

The  Board  met,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 
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Tuesday,  August  25,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
ntorrow,  at' ten  in  the  forenoon.  o        ,  »a   lanT 

Wednesday,  Jiugust  26,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon.  ,„-   ,an, 

Thursday,  August  27,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  the  forenoon.  ,„o    ion'. 

Friday,  August  28,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  ten  in  tiie  forenoon.  a         .  o,    ,o«-. 

MONDAY,  ^M£-MS<  31,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  in  tlie  forenoon..  p    .      i     ,    ,  o„„ 

Tuesday,  September  1,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
to-morroM,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon.  n    ,      ,      ^   ,„„, 

Wednesday,  September  2,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
to  morrow,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon.  t,    ,     ,      ,   ,„„, 

Thursday,  f^eptember  3,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  tlie  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
to-morrow,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon.  o    ,     i      ,   ,0,,, 

Friday,  September  4,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
to-morrow,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon.  c    .     i     .•  ,„,>- 

Saturday,  September  5,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon.  cr    ,     i,     „  ,„„. 

•'  '  Monday,  September  7,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  53.  John  Dodemead.— The  claim  of  John  Dodemead,  Esquire,  to  his  farm  on  river  Rouge,  of  seven  acres 
in  front  and  rear,  more  or  less,  marked  on  the  east  by  a  boh  bkmc,  and  on  the  west  by  a  cherry  tree,  bounded  m 
front  by  tiie  river  Rouge,  and  in  rear  by  the  Pattawatamies  road,  not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  six  hundred  and  forty 
acre*  and  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  ot  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
volume  1st  page  1,  under  the  date  of  the  2d  January.  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon,  William 
Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  oi  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that, 
previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  179C,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  and  tenanted  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  52;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit.  . 

-Vnd  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Thursday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  September  10,  1807. 

'I'he  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to- 
Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  r,  c    .     i      .„   ,„„- 

Saturday,  September  12,  1807. 

The  Boarel  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Tuesday  next, at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ,      ,      ,„ 

luESDAY,  Acp^emoer  10,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

■'  Friday,  September  18,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  September  21,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment:  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Thursday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  September  24,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  53.  John  Anderson. — The  claim  of  John  Anderson  to  a  farm,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Aux  Raisins, 
containing  four  arpcnts  in  front,  by  ibrty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Aux  Raisins,  and  in  rear  by 
the  lands  of  the  settlement  on  river  Aux  Sables,  on  the  east  by  the  lands  of  Robert  Navarre,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
lands  of  James  and  Francis  Lnsselle,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Ijand 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1st,  page  G8,  under  the  date  of  the  11th  November,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration; 
whereupon,  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  Eutreau  Navarre  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  above  premises  from  the  year  1789 
until  he  sold  it  to  the  present  claimant,  who  since  has  been  in  constant  possession  and  occupancy  until  this  date. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  53;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

■^.nd  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  September  26,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  September  29,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  October  3,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursu.int  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Monday,  October  5,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Thursday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  >     j  w 

Thursday,  October  8,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  m  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  fo 
Saturday  next,  at  nme  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  October  10,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business  adjourned  to 
Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  tiie  forenoon.  ' 

Tuesday,  October  13,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business    adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  "  ' 

Friday,  October  16,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  tlie  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business   adjourned  to 
to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ' 

,p.     „,,,..,.     ,.  */    J-  .  Saturday,  Oc<o6er  17,  1807. 

1  he  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  99.  Joseph  WEA^'ER.— The  claim  of  Joseph  Weaver  was  taken  into  consideration;  whereupon  John  Dode- 
mead,  junior,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant;  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  was  present,  and  signed  as  a  witness,  when  a  certain  deed  of  conveyance  was  executed  by  the  widow  of 
William  Hurst,  deceased,  and  her  three  sons,  to  Joseph  Weaver;  that  he  saw  the  said  widow  and  her  three  sons 
sign  the  aforesaid  deed,  and  deliver  the  same  to  Joseph  Weaver;  that  William  Murphy  was  present  at  the  whole  of 
the  transaction,  and  made  no  objection  whatever  to  the  execution  of  the  said  deed  of  conveyance. 

Solomon  Sibley,  counsel  for  Joseph  Weaver,  and  Harris  H.  Hickman,  counsel  for  William  Murphy,  attended- 
the  case  was  fullylargued,  and  was  postponed  for  further  consideration.  '  ' 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Mond.iy  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  19,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Thutjiday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  October  23,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  October  24,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  October  27, 1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  October  30,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

We  do  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Board 
at  Detroit,  this  31st  day  ot  October,  1807. 

STANLEY  GRISWOLD, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 

No.  3. 

Transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  to  adjust  the  Claims  to  Lands  in  the  District  of  Detroit,  from 
the  2d  to  the  30th  day  of  November,  1807. 

Monday,  November  2,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  54.  William  Walker. — The  claim  of  William  Walker  to  a  farm,  on  which  he  now  lives,  at  the  mouth  of 
river  Detroit,  near  Brown's  town,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  acres  of  land, 
and  which  had  been  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  174,  under 
the  date  of  the  22d  day  of  November,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon,  George  M'Dougall,  Esq. 
was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the 
year  1790,  the  claimant  was  in  actual  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 
And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners,  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  54;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  (not  to  exceed  three  hundred  acres,)  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  November  3,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock.in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  4,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  November  5,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  November  6,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  ad journed 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  November  9,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  iVbremier  11,  1807. 
The  Board  metat  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Saturday  next,  at  ten  oclock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  November  14,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
41  p 
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Monday,  November  16, 1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  55.  The  claim  of  John,  William,  and  David  M'Comb,  sons  and  heirs  of  the  late  William  M'Comb,  de- 
■  ceased,  to  three  tracts  of  land,  united  in  one  farm,  which  was  entered  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1st,  page  354,  under  the  date  of  the  2d  December,  1805,  and  containing  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit:  one  tract  of  three  arpents,  or  acres,  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth;  another  tract  of  two  arpents,  or  acres, 
by  eighty  in  depth;  another  tract  of  two  arpents,  or  acres,  by  forty  in  depth;  making,  in  the  whole,  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon,  James  May,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf 
of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  late  William  M'Comb,  deceased,  was  in  pos- 
session and  occupancy  of  the  above  described  premises  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  that,  since  his 
death,  the  executors  of  his  last  will  and  testament  have  tenanted  the  aforesaid  premises  to  tliis  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  farm,  and  that 
they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  55;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  November  17,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  18,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  November  19,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  56.  George  M'Dougall,  Esq. — The  claim  of  George  M'Dougall,  Esq.  which  had  been  duly  entered  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  189,  under  the  date  of  28th  November,  1805, 
was  taken  into  consideration.  The  said  claim  is  to  a  tract  of  land  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  bounded  in  front  by 
lake  Erie;  in  rear,  N.  45°  W.  by  the  high  road  leading  from  Detroit  to  the  State  of  Ohio;  on  the  N.  E-  by  Stoney 
creekj  going  up  said  creek,  following  the  meanders  of  the  creek  nearly  in  a  northwest  direction,  until  it  intersects 
the  said  high  road,  where  the  four  acre  lot  of  land  belonging  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Stoney  creek  mill  (whereon  a 
saw  mill,  and  a  grist  mill,  and  out-houses,  now  stand;)  thence  S.  45°  west,  by  magnet,  following  the  said  high  road, 
and  the  line  of  the  said  four  acre  lot,  and  continuing  the  course  of  the  said  high  road,  until  it  intersects  Sandy  creek; 
thence  down  said  creek,  following  the  meanders  thereof,  until  it  strikes  the  portage,  where  the  said  creek  formerly 
emptied  into  lake  Erie;  thence  across  said  portage,  or  sand  bank,  to  lake  Erie;  from  whence,  following  the  course  of 
the  lake,  to  the  place  of  departure,  at  Stoney  creek,  which,  in  a  straight  line  through  the  said  lake,  N.  30°  E.  by  mag- 
net, is  said  to  be  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  chains;  excepting  therefrom  a  farm  claimed  by  Pierre  Doucet,  of 
four  acres  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  adjoining  the  aforesaid  high  road  on  Sandy  creek. 

Francis  Navarre,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179G.  Antoine  Gui,  Joseph  Berkiaume,  Louis  Bourdeaux,  and 
Pierre  Beauchamp,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  they  respectively  sold 
to  the  present  claimant,  who  has  since,  to  this  day,  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  same. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  farm, 
which  is  not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  cer- 
tificate shall  be  No.  50;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of 
land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  57.  Pierre  Doucet. — The  claim  of  Pierre  Doucet  to  a  tract  of  land,  wliich  was  entered  with  the  former 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  332,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  November,  1805,  was 
taken  into  consideration.  This  tract  contains  four  arpents  in  front,  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  on  the  north  side  of 
Sandy  creek;  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  creek;  in  rear  by  the  lands  of  George  M'Dougall,  Esq. ;  on  the  east  by  the 
same  George  M'Dougall;  and  on  the  west,  by  the  high  road:  whereupon,  Francis  Navarre,  Esq.  was  brought  for- 
ward as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  first  of 
July,  1796,  Joseph  Portier  Benac  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  until  he  sold  to 
the  claimants,  who,  since  that  time,  to  this  day,  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  57;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  58.  Robert,  alias  Toiiton  Navarre. — -The  claim  of  Robert,  alias  Touton  Navarre,  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  river  Raisins,  which  had  been  duly  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1, 
page  73,  under  the  date  of  the  14th  January,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  tract  contains  four  arpents 
m  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Raisins,  and  in  rear,  by  the  lands  of  the  settlement 
on  Sandy  creek;  on  the  east,  by  the  lands  of  James  and  Francis  Lasselle;  and  on  the  west,  by  the  lands  of  Colonel 
John  Anderson:  whereupon,  George  M'Dougall,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant, 
who  being  duly  sworn,  cleposed  and  said,  that  several  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  pos- 
session and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  tlie  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tiact  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  58;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  November  20,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Satvkday,  November  21,  1807- 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  59.  Ann  Coates. — The  claim  of  Ann  Coates  to  a  tract  of  land  of  two  and  a  half  acres,  on  river  Rouge, 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  I,  page  67,  under  the  date  of 
the  11th  January,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  tract  contains  two  and  a  half  acres  of  land  in  front, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Rouge,  and  in  rear  by  the  lands  of  the  St.  Cosme's  family,  now  bounded  by  the 
lands  of  Captain  Nelson  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  lands  of  Jesse  Burbank:  whereupon,  John  Shaw 
was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous 
to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  John  Carrol  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  his 
death:  that  the  widow  of  the  said  Carrol  married  one  Daniel  Pursley,  and  they  continued  on  the  premises  until  they 
sold  to  the  late  James  Donaldson,  deceased,  father  of  this  claimant,  who,  since  the  death  of  her  father,  has  tenanted 
the  premises  to  this  day. 

And  it  appearing  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  and  that  she 
have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  59;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot 
of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 
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The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  ' 

Tuesday,  November  24,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  ' 

Wednesday,  November  25,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 


The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  60.  James  Baby,  Esq. — The  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  part  of  a  larger  tract 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  pagt  69  under'the  date 
the  18th  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  ' 

On  that  tract  are  erected  two  valuable  grist  mills,  and  it  is  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  It  is 
described  and  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  beginning  at  a  post  on  the  east  border  of  the  fork  of  rivor  Rouge  then 
running  north  60°  30*;  east  111.0  chains;  then  north  29°  30';  west  90.0  chains;  then  south  60°  30'  west,  to  the  Inter- 
section of  Lorain's  line;  then  south  29°  30'  east,  to  the  west  bank  of  said  fork;  then  along  the  said  bank  3.0  chains 
below  the  mill-dam;  then  south  45°  east,  to  the  east  border  of  said  fork;  then  along  the  said  border,  down  stream' 
to  the  place  of  beginning:  whereupon.  Colonel  Gabriel  Godfroy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the 
claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  the  late  Duperon  Baby 
father  to  the  claimant,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  said  premises;  that,  at  his  death,  the  said  large  tract' 
■whereof  this  claim  is  but  a  part,  was  left  to  his  widow  and  family;  and  that  this  claimant,  in  the  division  of  the  estate 
of  his  father,  became  possessed  of  the  above  described  tract,  and  has  since  continued  in  possession  and  occupancy 
to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  60;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed' 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  61.  Ambroise  Riopel. — The  claim  of  Arabroise  Riopel  to  a  farm  on  river  Rouge,  on  the  fork  called  les 
Arbres  Mataches,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  210 
nnder  the  date  of  25th  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  arpents,  or  French  acres,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  above  by  the  lands 
of  John  Stenbeck,  and  below  by  the  lands  formerly  possessed  by  a  Mr.  Rheynolds:  whereupon.  Colonel  Gabriel 
Godfroy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that 
previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Jonathan  Harkley  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  until  he  sold 
to  James  Baby,  who  sold  to  James  Lasselle,  who  sold  to  Francis  Lafontaine,  who  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  ever 
since  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  61;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed^ 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office' 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  November  27,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  November  28,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  teu  o'clock,  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  November  30,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

STANLEY  GRISWOLD, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 

No.  4. 

Transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1807,  to  the  3lst  of  the  same  month,  inclusively. 

Txjesday,  December  1,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Thursday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  December  3,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Saturday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  December  5,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  Deceniher  7,  1807. 
The  Board  met  atjten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  9,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in.the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  11,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  14,  1807  , 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  62.  Christopher  Ttjtle — The  claim  of  Christopher  Tutle,  as  grantee  of  James  Knaggs,  which  had  been 
entered  at  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  69,  under  the  date 
of  the  nth  November,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  and  hereupon,  the  said  Christoplier  Tutle  appeared  and 
produced  unto  the  Board  a  deed  of  conveyance  in  fee  simple  of  the  said  tract  of  land  from  the  said  James  Knaggs 
to  him,  bearing  date  the  30th  December,  1806,  which  deed  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 


320  PUBLIC  LANDS.  [180r. 


"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  James  Knaggs,  of  the  river  Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  two  hundred  pounds,  New  York  currency,  to  me  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby 
acknowledge,  have  sold,  bargained  and  transferred,  and  by  these  presents  do  sell,  bargain  and  transfer,  unto  Chris- 
topher Tutle,  of  Detroit,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  all  my  right,  title,  claim,  and  interest  to 
the  farm,  house  and  out-houses,  I  now  occupy,  situated,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Aux  Raisins, 
consisting  of  three  arpents  in  front,  and  running  forty  arpents  back,  bounded  south  and  front  by  said  river  Raisins; 
west,  by  the  lands  and  tenements  of  Ignace  Bouchard;  and  east,  by  the  lands  claimed  by  Messrs.  Campeauand  sisters: 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  farm,  house  and  out-housrs,  with  all  and  every  of  the  appurtenances  and  privileges 
thereunto  in  anywise  belonging,  to  the  said  Christopher  Tutle,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  to 
have  and  to  hold  forever;  hereby  warranting  and  defending  the  same  against  the  claims  of  myself,  my  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigcs,  and  all  and  every  other  person,  the  claim  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ex- 
cepted; the  said  Knaggy,  nevertheless,  promises  and  obligates  himself  to  use  the  utmost  of  his  endeavors  to  procure 
for  the  said  Tutle,  fr»m  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  a  good  and  sufficient  governmental  deed  for  the  said 
premises;  the  said  Tutle  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  same. 

"  In  testimony  whereof,  1  nave  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  at  the  river  Raisins,  in  the  district  of 
Erie,  this  thirteenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

"JAMES  KNAGGS."    [l.  s.] 

"  Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

John  Anderson, 
Jacques  Cicot." 

Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and 
said,  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  first  improved  in  the  year  1786  or  1787,  by  Ignace  Bouchard,  and  has  been 
occupied  without  any  interruption  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  62;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  16,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  63.  Jean  Baptiste  Lasselle. — The  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Lasselle  to  a  farm  on  river  Raisins,  containing, 
by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  four  and  half  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  which  had 
been  entered  at  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  70,  under 
the  date  of  the  11th  November,  1805;  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  the  settlements  of 
river  Aux  Sables,  on  the  east  by  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  and  west  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Alexis  Campeau, 
deceased,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of 
the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day- 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  63;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  18,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  64.  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume.— The  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume  to  a  farm  on  river  Raisins,  contain- 
ing, by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  which  had  been  entered  at  full 
length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  345,  under  the  date  of  the  30th 
November,  1805,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  the  settlement  on  river  Aux  Sables,  east  by  Antoirie 
Bondi,  and  west  by  a  farm  claimed  by  Messrs.  Godfroy  and  Beaugrant,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon, 
Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said, 
that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  since 
continued  to  this  day.  .  ,       ,. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  64;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit.  ,  •     ,     r 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  21,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  oclock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  65.  Badi  Labadi.— The  claim  of  Alexis,  dit  Badi  Labadi,  to  a  farm  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins, 
which  had  been  entered  at  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  I,  page 
90,  under  date  of  16th  January,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  It  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents 
of  land,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  above  by 
the  heirs  of  Alexis  Campeau,  and  below  by  the  lands  of  Sanscrainte.  Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  for- 
ward as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, ^deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to 
the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Descontes  Labadi  was  in  possession  of,  and  tenanted  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until 
he  sold  to  the  claimant,  (on  the  25th  September,  1797)  who  has  since  to  this  day  possessed  and  occupied  said  premises. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  coinmissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  65;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  ZJecemier  22,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  66.  John  Coates.— The  claim  of  John  Coates  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Rouge,  of  six  acres  in  front, 
and  extending  in  depth  to  the  line  of  the  St.  Cosme  family's  land,  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the 
whole,  being  part  and  parcel  of  a  larger  tract  of  sixteen  acres  in  front,  entered  by  Mrs.  Ann  Coates  with  the  former 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  67,  under  the  date  of  11th  January,  1805;  bounded  in 
front  by  the  said  river  Rouge,  below  by  John  Kirby,  and  above  by  lands  owned  by  Joseph  Kilburn. 

Whereupon,  as  evidence  of  his  claim,  the  claimant's  mother,  Mrs.  Ann  Coates,  exhibited  to  the  commissionei-s 
a  legal  copy  of  the  will  of  the  late  James  Donaldson,  deceased,  grandfather  to  the  claimant,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing is  extracted,  viz: 

"1  give  and  bequeath  to  John  Coates  my  farm  on  the  river  Rouge,  of  six  acres." 

John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said, 
that  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  thelateJames  Donaldson,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mise's, and  continued  so  until  his  death;  since  which  time,  Ann  Coates,  one  of  the  executors,  has  been  in  possession 
of  and  tenanted  the  premises  to  this  day,  for  the  use  of  the  claimant. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
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land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  66;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur  ■ 
veyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  67.  James  McGill — The  claim  of  James  McGill  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  river  Detroit,  be- 
ginning in  front  by  the  said  river  Detroit,  on  southwest  by  the  entrance  of  river  Rouge,  and  on  the  northeast  by 
,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  acres;  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth,  which  was  en- 
tered by  John  Askin,  Esquire,  in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office,  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1, 
page  134,  under  the  date  of  19th  November,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon  John  Shaw  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to 
the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  said  John  Askin  was  in  possession  and  tenanted  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he 
sold  to  the  claimant,  who  ever  since  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  67;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oflice  at  Detroit. 

No.  68.  Isaac  Todd. — The  claim  of  Isaac  Todd  to  a  farm  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containin",  by  esti- 
mation, four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  four  ai-pents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpentsfin  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Raisins,  above  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  below  by  one  Hivon;  which  was  en- 
tered in  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Ofiiceat  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  123,  under  the  date 
of  19th  November,  1805,  was  taken  info  consideration:  whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  wit- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  John 
Askin  was  in  possession  of  and  tenanted  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  since 
that  time  to  this  day  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  68;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  laud  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  23,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  69.  The  widow  of  Godfrey  Corbus. — The  claim  of  the  widow  of  Godfrey  Corbus  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  north  side  of  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  at  full  length  by  the  late  Godfrey  Corbus,  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  atDetroitj  in  vol.  1,  page  6,  under  the  date  of  4th  November,  1805,  containing,  by  esti- 
mation, one  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  twenty-five  acres  in  depth,  was  taken  into  C(m- 
sideration:  whereupon,  Francois  ChauvinJ  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who.  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Godfrey  Corbus  was  in  possession  anti  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time  the  claimant  has  occupied  the  premises  to  this 
day,  as  administratrix  to  the  estate  of  her  late  deceased  husband. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant,  as  administratrix,  is  entitled  to  the  above 
described  tract  of  land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  69;  and  that  she  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  Jand  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  70.  James  Hopkins.— The  claim  of  James  Hopkins  to  tract  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  river  Rouge,  which 
was  entered  with  the  f9rnier  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  U,  under  the  date  of  4th 
November,  1805,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  deptli, 
was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  biought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Joseph  Cissne.  Esquire,  was  in 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises;  that  he  made  a  present  of  the  same  to  his  nephew,  John  Driver,  who  sold 
the  same  to  Richard  Jones,  from  whom  the  present  claimant  purchased,  and  has  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  [the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  70;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
I/and  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  December  24,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  71.  Etienne  Lebeau — The  claim  of  Etienne  Lebeau  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  .\ux  Sables,  entered  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  324,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805, 
containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  ten  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents,  seventeen  chains,  and  fifty  links  in 
(iont  by  thirty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river,  in  rear  by  the  marshes,  east  by  Joseph  Menard,  and 
west  by  the  same  Joseph  Menard.-  whereupon  Batiste  Solo  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claim- 
ant, who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Joseph  Godin  was  in  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  the  premises  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this 
day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  71;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  72.  The  widow  of  Louis  Gaillard,  deceased. — The  claim  of  the  widow  of  Louis  Gaillard,  deceased,  to 
a  tract  of  land  on  river  Aux  Sables,  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1, 
page  351,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  November,  1805,  containing,  by  estimation,  seventy-five  arpents,  it  being  three 
arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  and  south  by  said  river,  east  by  Jean  Batiste  Lisleronde, 
and  westby  Phillis  Desnoyer,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon.  Batiste  Solo  was  brought  forward  as  a 
witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  fo  the  1st  July,  1796,  the 
late  Louis  Gaillard,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died; 
since  which  time  the  present  claimant,  his  widow,  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  72;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  December  26,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  73.  Captain  Joseph  Menard.— The  claim  of  Captain  Joseph  Menard  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Anx 
Sables,  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  vol.  1,  page  198,  under  date  of  23d 
November,  1805,  containing,  by  estimation,  ninety  arpents,  altogether;  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Aux 
Sables;  west  by  Etienne  Lebeaii,  following  his  division  line  forty  acres  in  depth;  on  the  south,  towards  the  river  Aux 
Raisins;  on  the  east,  by  the  marsh  of  said  river  Aux  Sables,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon,  Batiste  Solo 
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was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous 
to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Portier  Benac  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until 
he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  since  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  73;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Lind  Office 
at  Detroit.  ' 

No.  74.  The  widow  of  Alexis  Delille.— The  claim  of  widow  Marianne  Delille,  grantee  of  James  and  Francis 
Lasselle,  who  were  grantees  of  Joseph  Delille,  which  claim  the  said  Joseph  Delille  entered  with  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  261,  under  the  date  of  28th  November.  1805,  to  a  tract  of  land 
on  the  river  Rouge,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Messrs.  Lasselle  and  Berthelet,  on 
one  side  by  Jean  Batiste  Cicot,  and  on  the  other  by  lands  now  claimed  by  Alexis  Coquillard,  was  taken  in  considera- 
tion; whereupon,  the  claimant  produced  the  two  following  deeds  of  conveyance,  viz: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes,  fut  present  Joseph  Delille,  liabitant,  demeurant  a  la  riviere  Rouge,  dans  le  dis- 
trict du  Detroit,  lequel  reconnoit  par  ces  presentes  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transports,  et  delaisse,  des  mainte- 
nant  et  a  toujours,  pour  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  toutes  dettes,  hypotheques,  dons,  douaires,  evictions,  alienations, 
et  de  tout  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  (excepte  de  la  part  du  Gouvernement  des  Etats  Unis)  a  Messrs. 
Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  negociants,  demeurants  a  la  cote  du  |sud-ouest,  ace  presents  acceptants  acquereurs, 
pour  eux,  leurs  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre,  ou  plantation,  sise  et  situee  sur  la  riviere  Rouge,  district 
du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  bornee  par- 
devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  Rouge,  et  par  derriere  par  des  terres  appartenantes  a  Messrs.  Lasselle  et  Berthelet;  d'un 
cote  par  Jean  Batiste  Cicot,  et  die  I'autre  par  la  terre  cy-devantappartenante  a  Batiste  Delisse,  eta  present  reclamee 
par  Alexis  Cerat,  dit  Coquillard,  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circon- 
stances,  et  dependances,  que  les  dits  acquereurs  disent  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  ils  sont contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  deiaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  sommede  deux  cent  vingt-cinq 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  regu  comptant,  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des 
presentes,  dont  il  les  tieiit  quittes  et  dechai-ges,  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  qwoy  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  aux  dits  acque- 
reurs, leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres 
droits  qa'il  a  et  a  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'ils  en  soient  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine, 
par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Le  dit  Joseph  Delille  declare  avoir  eu  cette  terre  pour  sa  part  et  portion  d'heritage  des  biens  de  feu  Alexis  De- 
lille, son  pere,  qui  I'avait  achetee  du  Chevalier  Chabert,  par  contrat,  passe  au  Detroit,  le  14  Aoiit,  1784. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  14  Juillet,  1806,  et  le  dit  Delille  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordi- 
naire, apres  que  lecture  lui  a  eie  faitte  des  presentes,  en  presence  des  temoins  qui  ont  signes. 

sa 
JOSEPH  X  DELILLE,  [L.S.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de  marque. 

Chabert  Joncaire  et  Frs.  Lafontaine. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  the  above  Joseph  Delille,  the  grantor,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument,  of  writing  to  be  his  volun- 
tary act  and  deed,  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded.  In  testimony  whereof 
I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  14th  July,  1806. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  [l.  s.]  J.  P.  D.  D. 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  furent  presents  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  negociants,  demeurant  a  la  cote 
du  sud-ouest,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  lesquelles  reconnoissent  par  ces  presentes  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte, 
transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  promettant  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  toutes  dettes,  liypo- 
theques,  dons,  douaires,  evictions,  et  alienations,  et  de  tout  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  a  Dame  Mari- 
anne, veuve  de  feu  Alexis  Delille,  demeurant  a  la  cote  du  sud-ouest,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  a  ce  presente,  et 
acceptant  pour  elle,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  ou  plantation,  sise  et  situee  sur  la  riviere  Rouge, 
dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur, 
bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  Rouge,  et  par  derriere  par  des  terres  appartenantes  a  Messrs.  Lasselle  et  Ber- 
thelet; d'un  cote  par  Jean  Batiste  Cicot,  et  de  I'autre  cote  par  la  terre  cy-devant  possedee  par  Batiste  Delille,  et  a 
present  par  Alexis  Cerrat,  dit  Coquillard,  tel  et  ainsy  que  le  tout  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circon- 
stances,  et  dependances,  que  la  ditte  Dame  Marianne,  veuve  d'Alexis  Delille,  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  etdont 
elle  est  contente  et  satisfaitte. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  deiaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  deux  cent  vingt-cinq 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  les  dits  vendeurs  reconnoissent  avoir  regu  de  la  ditte  Dame  Delille,  qui  leur 
en  tient  compte  d'autant  dans  la  vente  qu'elle  leur  fait  de  sa  terre  a  la  cote  du  sud-ouest,  sur  laquelle  elle  demeure 
a  present,  et  dont  ils  la  tiennent  quitte  et  dechargee,  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  quoy  les  dits  Jacques  et  Frangois  Lasselle  ont  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  trans  - 
portent,  a  la  ditte  dame,  veuve  d'Alexis  Delille,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete, 
noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'ils  ont  et  ont  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'elle 
en  soit  mise  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes,  et  qu'elle  en- 
jouisse  et  dispose  comme  d'un  bien  justement  acquis. 

Les  dits  Jacques  et  Frangois  Lasselle  declarent  avoir  acquis  cette  terre  de  Joseph  Delille,  par  contrat,  passe  le 
14  Juillet,  present  inois,  et  qu'ils  delivront  avec  le  present  contrat,  lors  de  la  signature  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  dans  le  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  le  15  Juillet,  1806,  et  les  dits  Jacques  et  Fransois  Lasselle  ont 
signe  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte  des  presentes,  en  presence  des  temoins  soussignes. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE,  [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Chabert  Joncaire  et  Frs.  Lafontaine. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit:  . 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  Jacques  Ijasselle,  one  of  the  grantors,  who  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act 
and  deed,  for  the  purposes  therein  contained;  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  15th  day  of  July,  1806. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  [l.  s.]  J.  P.  D.  D. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  Francis  Chabert  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  premises  were  in  possession  and 
occupied  by  the  said  Joseph  Delille,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to.James  and  Francis  Lasselle,  who  tenanted 
the  same  until  they  sold  to  the  present  claimant,  who  has  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 
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And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  74;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  75.  Colonel  Francis  Chabert,  for  his  children. — The  claim  of  Colonel  Francis  Chabcrt,  for  tlie  use  of  his 
children,  born  or  to  be  born,  of  his  present  wife  Mary  JosetteChene,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Rouj:e,  which  was 
entered,  at  full  length,  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  177,  under  the 
date  of  the  24th  January,  1805,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  and  extending  in  depth  to  the  lands  of  the  family  of 
St.  Cosme,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Rouge,  above  by  the  lands  of  the  lake  Desplaines,  and  below  by  the  lands 
of  Jean  Batiste  Beaugrant:  whereupon,  Batiste  Delille  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Colonel  Chabert  occupied 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day,  as  the  property  of  his  children. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  tlie  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  for  his  children,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  75;  and  that  he  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  Becemher  28,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  76.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Pierre  Tessier,  deceased. ^The  claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late 
Pierre  Tessier,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  339,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805,  contain- 
ing, by  estimation,  two  hundred  acres,  it  being  two  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
the  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unsettled  lands,  west  by  Nanet  Baron,  and  east  by  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle: 
whereupon.  Batiste  Solo  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Pierre  Tessier,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  his  death;  since  which  time  the  claimants  have  constantly  occupied 
the  premises. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  76;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  77.  Whitmore  Knaggs. — The  claim  of  "W'hitmore  Knaggs  to  a  farm  on  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered 
with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  262,  under  the  date  of  the  1st  of  March, 
1805,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  ten  acres,  it  being  three  and  a  half  acres  in  front,  by  sixty  acres 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceoed  lands,  on  the  west  southwest  by  lands  occu- 
pied by  Jean  Baptiste,  dit  Peniche  Campeau,  Jr.  and  on  the  east-northeast  by  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Alexis  Cam- 
peau,  deceased,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon.  Colonel  Francis  Chabert  was  brought  forward  as  a  wit- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  of 
July,  1796,  Joseph  Gobeye  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  9th  of  Au- 
gust, 1803,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  has  occupied  the  premises. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  77;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  78.  The  heirs  of  Alexis  Campeau,  deceased.— The  claim  of  the  heirs  ot  Alexis  Campeau,  deceased,  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  vol.  1,  page  329,  under  the  date  of  the  7th  of  February,  1805,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  eighty 
arpents,  it  being'four  arpents  and  a  half  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by 
unconceded  lands,  on  the  west-southwest  by  lands  of  Whitmore  Knaggs,  and  on  the  east-northeast  by  the  lands  of 
Pierre  Descontes  Labadi,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon.  Colonel  Francis  Chabert  was  brought  forward 
as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  before  the  1st  of 
July,  1796,  the  claimants  possessed  and  occupied  the  premises,  and  have  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  whicn  certificate  shall  be  No  78;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  December  29,  1807. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  Ibrenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  79.  Sarah  Dormond.— The  claim  ot  Sarah  Dormond  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  north  sides  of  river  Raisins, 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  368,  under  the  date 
of  3d  of  December.  1805,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  one  arpent  in  front, 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  river  Aux  Sables,  on  the  east 
by  Ignace  Bouchard,  and  on  the  west  by  Jean  Baptiste  Lasselle,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon,  Captain 
.Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and 
said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Baptiste  Leduc  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Ignace  Bouchard,  who  continued  in  possession  until  the  2a  of  November,  1802,  when 
he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  since  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  79;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
he  Land  Office  at  Detroit 

No.  80.  Joseph  Reaume.— The  claim  of  Joseph  Reaume  to  a  farm  on  the  north  side  ot  river  Raisins,  wliich  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  in  vol.  1,  page  208,  under  the  date  of  Novem- 
ber 23, 1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  said  farm  contains,  by  estimation,  ninety-six  arpents  of  land,  it  being 
three  arpents  in  front,  by  thirty-two  in  depth,  bounded  in  frontby  Godfroy's  mill  creek,  in  rear  by  the  settlement  of 
river  Aux  Sables,  on  one  side  by  Joseph  Bourdeaux,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Jacques  and  Francis  Lasselle: 
whereupon.  Captain  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  80;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit 
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No.  81.  Jeax  Baptists  Reaume,  Sen.  deceased.— The  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Reaume,  Sen.  (by  his  administra- 
tor, Joseph  Reaume)  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  349,  under  the  date  of  November,  30,  1805,  was  taken  into 
consideration.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  twenty-four  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  about  eight 
in  depth,  to  Godfroy's  mill  creek;  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Raisins,  east  by  Joseph  Bourdeaux,  and  west 
by  a  farm  claimed  by  Antoine  Bondi;  whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forwai\l  as  a  witness  in  be- 
half of  the  claimant,vvho,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Joseph  Bour- 
deaux was  ill  possession  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  said  Jean  Baptiste  Reaume,  who 
occupied  ihe  same  until  he  diedj  since  which  time,  the  said  administrator  has  been  in  possession  of  the  same.  This 
deponent  further  says  that  the  said  Joseph  Reaume  is  the  legal  administrator  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Jean  Baptiste 
Reaume,  deceased. 

And  thei  eupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  said  Joseph  Reaume  is  entitled  to  the  above  described 
tract  of  land,  in  his  quality  of  administrator,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No. 
81;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained, 
to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  0.*flce  at  Detroit. 

No.  82.  Joseph  Bourdeaux. — The  claim  of  Joseph  Boardeaux  to  a  farm  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins, 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  atDetroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  340,  under  the  date  of 
November  30,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  this  faim  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  arpents,  it  being 
two  and  a  half  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Raisins,  on  one  side  by  the  lands 
of  the  late  Jean  Baptiste  Reaume,  and  on  the  other  side  b}^  the  lands  of  Joseph  Reaume;  whereupon.  Captain  Joseph 
Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that, 
previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued 
so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  82;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  30,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  83.  Louis  BouRASSA. — The  claim  of  Louis  Bourassa  to  a  farm  on  river  Aux  Ecorces,  which  was  entered 
with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  46,  under  the  date  of  February  16, 
1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  farm  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  above  by  Joseph  Bondi, 
and  below  by  Charles  Michel  Campeau;  it  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front, 
by  forty  in  depth:  whereupon,  Antoine  Baron  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  James  May  was  in  possession  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  the  Gth  of  May,  1797,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  the  premises  to 
this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  api^ear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  83;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  84.  Charles  M.  Campeau. — The  claim  of  Charles  Michel  Campeau  to  a  farrii  on  river  Ecorces,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  33,  under  the  date  of  February 
12th,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  That  farm  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  two 
arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  above  by  Louis  Bourassa,  and 
below  by  Antoine  Bondi:  whereupon,  Antoine  Baron  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant, 
who  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  James  May  was  in  possession  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  4th  of  May,  1797,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  ever  since  has  occupied 
the  same. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  84;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  85.  Batiste  Rousson. — The  claim  of  Batiste  Roussoii  to  a  farm  on  river  Ecorces,  which  was  entered  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  62,  under  the  date  of  February  18th,  1805, 
containing,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  the 
river  Detroit,  above  by  the  lands  of  the  river  Rouge  settlement,  and  below  by  the  lands  of  the  late  Joseph  Bondi: 
whereupon,  Antoine  Baron  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  James  May,  Esq.  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  the  6th  of  May,  1797,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  the  premises  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  85;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  86.  Antoine  Baron. — The  claim  of  Antoine  Baron  to  a  farm  on  river  Ecorces,  which  was  entered  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  241,  under  the  date  of  January  30,  1805. 
was  taken  into  consideration.  This  farm  contains,  by  estimation,  two  liundred  arpents  of  land,  it  being  two  arpents 
in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  north  by  the  lands  of  the  late  Joseph  Bondi, 
and  south  by  Thomas  Smith:  whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Rousson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the 
claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  late  Joseph  Bondi, 
deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  by  deed 
bearing  date  6th  of  May,  1800,  since  which  time  the  claimant  has  occupied  the  premises. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  86;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
and  Oflice  at  Detroit. 

No.  87.  Hyacinte  Lasselle. — The  claim  of  Hyacinte  Lasselle,  as  grantee  of  Jacques  and  Francis  Lasselle, 
to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  November  27,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration: 
whereupon,  the  said  Hyacinte  Ijasselle  produced  unto  the  Board  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  the  said  Jacques  and 
Francis  Lasselle  to  him,  bearing  date  the  21st  of  October,  1807,  which  deed  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

"Know  all  men  hj  these  presents,  that  we,  James  and  Francis  Lasselle,  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  in  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  pounds.  New  York  currency,  to  us  in 
hand  well  and  truly  paid  on  and  before  the  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  we  do  hereby  acknow- 
ledge, have  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain, 
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sell,  alien,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto  Hyacinte  Lasselle,  of  Post  Vincennes,  Jand  now  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  now 
present,  and  accepting  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  river  Raisins  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  containing  ten  arpents  in  front,  and  extending  in 
depth  forty  arpents,  bounded  in  front  by  a  small  marsh,  and  in  rear  by  the  farms  on  the  river  Aux  Sables,  above  by 
the  lands  of  Joseph  Reaume,  and  below  by  the  lands  of  Antoine  Riopel-  This  tract  of  land  was  formerly  divided 
in  two  farms,  one  purchased  of  Portier  Benac,  by  deed  executed  ihe  5th  of  August,  1794,  and  registered  in  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  liber  B,  folio  21:  the  other  was  purchased  of  Antoine  Nadeau,  by  deed  executed  the  25th 
of  May,  1805,  and  registered  in  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  liber  D,  folio  178.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
tract  of  land,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Hyacinte  Lasselle,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever. 
In  witness  whereof,  the  said  James  and  Francis  Lasselle  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seal,  at  Detroit  the 
Slstday  of  October,  1807. 

„,,,,,.,.,  J-  &  F.  LASSELLE.    [t.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  m  the  presence  of 

Fked.  Rolet, 

Henky  Berthelet. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit 
James  and  Francis  Lasselle,  the  within  grantors,  who  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  their 
acts  and  deeds  for  the  purposes  therein  contained.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  at 
Detroit,  21st  October,  1807. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  said  James  and  Francis  Lasselle  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  since  possessed  and  tenanted  the 
same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  87;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  December  31,  1807. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  88.  Joseph  Hivon. — The  claim  of  Joseph  Hivon  to  a  farm  on  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  for- 
mer Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  176,  under  the  date  of  23d  January,  1805,  was 
taken  into  consideration.  The  said  farm  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  three 
and  a  half  arpents  in  front,  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Raisins,  and  in  rear  by  the 
lands  of  the  river  Aux  Sables  settlement,  above  by  lands  formerly  owned  by  Charles  Reaume,  and  below  by  lands 
formerly  owned  by  Louis  Monmini:  whereupon,  15atiste  Lasselle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the 
claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  88;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  the  condition  that  the  said  tract  is  comprehended  within  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 

No.  89.  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Jun. — The  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Jun.  as  grantee  of  Jean  Batiste  Las- 
selle, Senior,  to  a  farm  on  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  70,  under  the  date  of  9th  November,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration;  and  thereupon 
the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Jun.  produced  unto  the  Board  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Las- 
selle, Senior,  to  him,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

This  indenture,  made  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1807,  between  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Senior,  of  the  river 
Aux  Raisins,  of  the  one  part,  and  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Junior,  son  of  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Senior,  of  the 
other  part,  witnesseth  that  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Senior,  as  well  for  as  in  consideration  of  the  natural  love 
and  affection  which  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Senior,  hath  and  beareth  unto  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Ju- 
nior, as  also  for  the  better  maintenance  and  support  and  livelihood  of  him,  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Junior, 
hath  given,  granted,  aliened,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  give,  grant,  alien,  and  confirm,  unto  the 
said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Junior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  messuage,  or  mansion  house,  with  the  orchard, 
garden,  and  several  pieces  or  parcels  of  land,  or  farm,  situate,  lying,  and  being,  on  the  north  side  of  said  river  Ilai- 
sins,  in  said  territory  of  Michigan,  containing  four  acres  three  poles  in  front,  by  forty  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  the  farm  of  river  Aux  Sables,  on  the  east  by  Sally  Dormond. 
and  on  the  west  by  the  late  Pierre  Tessier's  farm,  now  in  the  possession  of  Monsieur  de  St.  Ours,  who  has  married 
the  widow  of  the  said  Pierre  Tessier;  together  with  all  and  singular  the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances  there- 
unto belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining  to  the  said  messuage,  farm,  lands,  and  premises  hereby  mentioned,  or 
intended  to  be  granted  and  confirmed  unto  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Junior,  as  aforesaid,  and  the  rents, 
issues,  and  profi^ts  of  all  and  singular  the  premises,  with  the  appurtenances;  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest, 
property,  claim,  and  demand,  wTiatsoever,  of  him,  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Senior,  of,  in,  and  to  the  said 
premises,  with  their  appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  messuage,  lands,  and  all  and  singular  other  the 
premises  hereby  granted  and  confirmed  unto  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Junior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the 
only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Junior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  In  witness 
whereof,  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Senior,  has  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day,  month,  and  year  first 
above  mentioned. 

JEAN  BATISTE  LASSELLE.  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 

Geo.  McDougall,  Notary  Public. 

Jacob  Smith. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  George  McDougall,  Notary  Public  for  the  district  of  Detroit  and  Erie,  Jean 
Batiste  Lasselle,  Senior,  and  acknowledged  that  he  had  voluntarily  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  within  deed, 
for  the  purposes  therein  contained.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  granted  the  present  certificate  under  my  notarial 
form  and  seal  of  oflice,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  the  31st  day  of  December,  1807.  ^ 

GEO.  MoDOUGALL.  [L.S.] 

The  above  described  farm  contains,  by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  four 

arpents  and  three  poles  in  front,  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Raisins,  and  in  rear  by 

the  tarmson  river  Aux  Sables,  east  by  Sally  Dormond,  and  west  by  the  lands  of  the  late  Pierre  Tessier,  deceased: 

whereupon,  Joseph  Hivon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
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posed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  tiie  1st  July,  1796,  Francois  Soubriette  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises and  continuecf  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  Senior,  who  continued  to  possess  and  occupy  the 
same  until  he  sold  to  the  present  claimant,  who  occupies  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  ot 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  89;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit  .,,..,. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  m  the  lorenoon. 

Land  Office,  Detroit,  January  8,  1808. 
We  certify  the  foregoing  transcript  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Land  Board  at  Detroit. 

STANLEY  GRISWOLD, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 

No.  5. 

Transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Board  at  Detroit,  from  the  1st  day  of  January 

to  the  3Ut  day  of  March,  1808. 

Friday,  January  1,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  January  2,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  i,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
No.  90.  Jean  Marie  Beaubien. — The  claim  of  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  to  a  farm  on  river  Detroit,  which  was 
entered  at  full  length  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  OfiBce  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  325,  under  the  date 
of  the  8th  March.  1805,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by 
seventy  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  on  the  east-northeast  by  Charles  Pelletier,  and  on 
the  west-southwest  by  Francois  Gouin,  was  taken  into  consideration:  whereupon,  Charles  Peltier  was  brought  for- 
ward as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of 
July,  1796,  Antoine  Billou,  dit  L'Esperance,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so 
until  the  28th  November,  1798,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  has  possessed  and 
occupied  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  90;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  January  5, 1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  January  6,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment- 
No.  91.  Jacques  Campeau.— The  claim  of  Jacques  Canipeau  to  a  farm  on  river  Detroit,  containing,  by  estima- 
tion, two  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  farm  was  first  composed  of  two  tracts  of 
land,  to  wit:  one  tract  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  entered  by  Gabriel  Chene  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  257,  under  the  date  of  the28(h  February,  1805;  the  other 
tract  ofonearpent  by  forty  in  depth,  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office,  by  Charles  Peltier, 
in  vol.  2,  page  70,  under  the  date  of  24th  January,  1806.  Jacques  Campeau  possesses  this  farm,  as  his  share  of  in- 
heritance ofliis  father's  estate.  This  farm  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands, 
on  the  east-northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  Chene,  and  on  the  west-southwest  by  lands  claimed  and  owned 
by  Charles  Peltier.  Whereupon,  Charles  Peltier  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  91;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  January  9,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  11,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  Jant/arj/  13,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  January  15,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  18,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  January  20,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  January  22,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  25,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 
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Wednesday,  January  27,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  in  tlie  {'orenoon. 

Friday,  January  29,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clocic  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  92.  Heirs  of  Joseph  Bondi,  deceased — The  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Bondi,  deceased,  by  Gabriel  God- 
froy,  administrator,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  Ecorces,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2.  page  65,"under  the  date  of  the  18th  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This 
tract  contains  two  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  east  by  Jean  Batiste  Rousson,  west  by  Louis  Bour- 
rasa,  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  *****  *.  Whereupon,  Paul  Pernier,  dit  VadebonccEur,  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to 
tiie  1st  July,  1796,  James  May  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  as  an  heir  of  tne  St.  Cosme  family,  and  continued 
so  until  he  sold  to  the  said  deceased,  wliich  was  on  the  25th  July,  1797,  who  occupied  the  same  until  his  death;  since 
which  time,  the  said  Gabriel  Godfrey,  administrator  as  aforesaid,  has  had  the  premises  in  charge,  and  the  widow 
and  children  have  occupied  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  tract  of  land,  as 
administrator,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  92;  and  that  he  cause  tlie  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  nest,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  1,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  93.  George  Hoffman.— The  claim  of  George  Hoflman.  as  grantee  of  Jacob  Clemens,  to  a  tract  of  land  lying 
on  the  south  side  of  the  main  branch  of  the  river  Ilouge,  \vhich  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  47,  under  the  date  of  the  16th  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration^ 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  it  being  seven  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
and  is  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  west  by  lands  not  yet  conceded,  and  east  by  lands  be- 
longing to  Christian  Clemens  and  William  Buchannan. 

Whereupon,  Christian  Clemens  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  this  tract  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  Francis  Jones,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  said  Jacob  Clemens,  who  occupied  and  possessed  the  same  until  he  sold  to  the  present 
claimant,  (who  has  been  in  possession  ever  since,)  as  per  deed  dated  the  8th  October,  1805,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

"  This  indenture,  made  this  8th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1805,  between  Jacob  Clemens,  of  the  town  of  Detroit,  of 
the  district  of  Detroit,  and  Territory  of  Michigan,  of  the  one  part,  and  George  Hoifman,  of  the  same  place,  of  the 
other  part,  witnesseth  that  the  said  Jacob  CTemens,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  current 
money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  him  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid  by  the  said  George  Hoffman,  at  and 
before  the  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  the  said  Jacob  doth  hereby  acknowledge,  and  thereof  doth 
fully  acquit  and  discharge  the  said  George  Hoffman,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  hath  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  aliened,  released,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  release,  and  confirm, 
unto  the  said  George  Hoffman,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  piece,  parcel,  or  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying, 
and  being  on  the  south  side  of  the  main  branch  of  river  Rouge,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  on  the  west  by  lands 
not  yet  conceded,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  belonging  to  Christian  Clemens  and  William  Buchannan,  containing  six 
or  seven  acres  in  front,  more  or  less,  and  the  usual  or  customary  measure  of  forty  acres  in  depth,  together  with  all 
the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  erected  and  made,  and  all  other  the  appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  tract  of  land,  with  all  and  every  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  unto  him,  the  said  George  Hoffinan, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  him,  the  said  George  Hoffman,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
forever.  And  the  said  Jacob  Clemens,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  doth  covenant,  promise, 
and  grant,  to  and  with  the  said  George  Hoflman,  his  heirs,  executoi-s,  administrators,  and  assigns,  that  the  said 
tract  of  land,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  unto  him,  the  said  George  Hoffman,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  against 
the  claims  of  all  persons  whatsoever,  except  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  shall  and  will  forever  warrant 
and  defend  by  these  presents- 

The  tract  of  land  hereby  conveyed  is  the  same  that  was  sold  and  conveyed  to  the  said  Jacob  Clemens  by 
Francis  Jones,  by  his  deed  dated  the  5th  day  of  April,  1798.  In  testimony  of  all  and  singular  the  premises  afore- 
said, the  said  John  Clemens  has  hereunto  set  his  hand,  and  affixed  his  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

JACOB  CLEMENS,  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

James  Burnett,  William  Watson, 

David  Ross,  John  Watson. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  93;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  3,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Friday 
next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  5,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

■•  Monday,  February  8,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  10,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  12,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  15,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  17,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment:  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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Friday,  February  19,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  22,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  24,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  26,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  29,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  March  2,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  4,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  7,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  94.  Henry  Berthelet. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Henry  Berthelet  to  a  lot  of  ground 
lying  and  being  in  the  town  of  Detroit,  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  the  commons,  or  what  was  formerly  called 
King's  domain,  on  the  east  by  the  river  Detroit,  on  tlie  northeast  by  the  highway,  and  in  rear  by  the  lot  of  the  late 
Colonel  McKee.  This  claim  was  duly  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  1,  page  264,  under  the  date  of  the  1st  February,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Captain  John  Fearson  was  broughi  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  James  Baby  was  in  possession  and  tenanted  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  ever  since  possessed  and  occupied  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  said  claimant  is  entitletl  to  (he  above  described  lot 
of  ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  94;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  March  9,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  11,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  7l/«rc/t  14,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  March  16,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  18,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  21,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  March  22,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  95.  Antoine  Bondi. — 'J'he  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Bondi  to  a  tract  of  land  situ- 
ate, lying,  and  being  on  river  Ecorces,  consisting  of  two  arpents  in  front,  by  one  hundred  arpentsin  depth,  it  being 
part  and  parcel  of  a  larger  tract  of  twenty-four  arpents  in  front,  duly  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  97,  under  the  date  of  19th  February.  1805. 

Whereupon,  Gabriel  Godfroy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Joseph  Bondi  (fiither  to  the  claimant)  was  in  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  (he  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  and  that,  after  his  death,  the  claimant  having 
purchased  the  rights  of  the  other  heirs,  has  been  in  constant  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  said  premises. 

The  following  deed  was  produced,  viz.  ,  , 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  furent  presents  les  enfants  etheri tiers  de  defunt  Joseph  Bondi,  savoir,  Gabriel 
Godfroy,  comme  administrateur  de  defunt  Joseph  Bondi,  fils  aine,  et  aussi  comnie  mari  de  Therese  Bondi,  son 
epouse,  Dominique  Bondi,  Laurent  Bondi,  Benjamin  Bondi,  Gabriel  Bondi,  Antoine  Baron  pour  Catherine  Bondi, 
son  epouse,  Joseph  Beaubien  pour  Josette  Bondi,  son  epouse,  et  Bernard  Campeau  pour  Veronique  Bondi,  son 
epouse;  lesquels  reconnoissent  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse  et  abandonne  des  a  present  et  a  tou- 
jours,  prometterit  faij-e  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  dons,  douaires,  hypiithcques,  evictions,  alienations,  substitutions,  et 
de  tout  trouble  et  enipechement  generallement  guelconque,  (excepte  de  la  part  du  Gouvernement  des  Etats^Unis,) 
a,  Antoine  Bondi,  leur  frere  et  beaufrcre,  a  ce  presentacceptant  acquereur  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir, 
une  terre,  ou  plantation,  sise  et  situee  a  la  riviere  Aux  Ecorces,  dans  le  ilistrict  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan 
consistante  en  deux  arpents  de  front,  sur  cent  arpents  en  profondeur;  bornee  d'un  cote  par  Charles  Michel  Cam- 
peau, et  de  I'autre  par  Antoine  Baron,  par  devant  par  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  et  par  derriere  par  les  terres  non  con- 
cedees;  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances  que  le 
dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  il  dit  etre  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  'jtd61aissement,et  abandon,  ainsy  fait  pouretmoyennant  leprixetsomme  de  deux 
cent  dix-huit  pounds,  neufciielings,  quatre  pence,  coursde  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  les  dits  heritiers  reconnoissent 
avoir  re^u  du  dit  acquereur  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  dont  ils  le  tiennent  quitte  et  decharge  ainsy  que 
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toutes  pretentions  qu'ils  ont  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre  avant  la  passation  des  presentes;  veulent  et  entendent  que  le 
dit  Antoine  Bondi  eiijouisse  et  dispose  comme  bon  lui  sennblera,  et  coinme  d'lin  bien  jiistement  acquis  sans  qu'aucun 
d'eux,  ieurs  boirs,  et  ayant  cause  puissent  jamais  le  troubler  dans  la  paisible  possession  et  jouissance  de  la  ditte 
terre.     Car  ainsy  sont  convenues  les  parties  de  bonne  f'oy,  promettant,  &c.  renon^ant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit  le  quatorzieme  jnur  dA'out,  en  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  six;  et  les  parties  out 
gign^  ou  fait  Ieurs  marques  ordinaires  en  presence  de  temoins,  et  ont  scelle  apres  que  lecture  leur  a  ete  faitte  des 
presentes. 

Comme  administrateur,  &c.        GAB.  GODFROY,  [l.  s.l 
GAB.  GODFROY,  [l.  s.l 
DOMINIQUE  BONDI,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
LAURENT  BONDI,  sa  X  marque,  [L.S.]    ^ 
BENJAMIN  BONDI,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
GABRIEL  BONDI,  sa  x  marque,  [V.  s.l 
ANTOINE  BARON,  [l.  s.]  '' 

JOSEPH  BEAUBIEN,  [l.  s.l 
BERNARD  CAMPEAU,sa  X  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Antolne  Mercure, 
Joseph  Voyez. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  95;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  96.  Therese  Godfroy. — The  clairn  of  Therese  Godfroy,  grantee  of  Antoine  Bondi,  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  was  tal<en  into  consideration.  This  tract  consists  of  three 
arpents  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river,  above  by  Jean  Batiste  Jerome,  and  below  by 
Batiste  Reaume,  and  was  duly  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  by  Gabriel 
Godfroy,  (for  Antoine  Bondi.  claim  21,)  in  volume  1,  page  295,  under  the  date  of  30lh  August,  1804. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Bondi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Batiste  Couture  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Antoine  Bondi,  who  possessed  and  occupied  until  he  made  it  over  to 
me  claimant,  who  has  since  possessed  and  occupied  the  same. 

The  deed  of  gift  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 
Territory  of  Michigak,  to  wit: 

This  indenture,  made  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  October,  1806,  between  Antoine  Bondi,  of  the  district  of  De- 
trait,  of  the  one  part,  and  Therese,  his  sister,  now  wife  of  Colonel  Gabriel  Godfroy,  of  the  same  district,  of  the 
other  part,  witnesseth  that  the  said  Antoine  Bondi,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  natural  love  and  affection  which 
he,  the  said  Antoine  Bondi,  hath  and  beareth  unto  the  said  Therese,  his  sister,  hath  given,  granted,  aliened,  and 
enfeoffed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  give,  grant,  alien,  and  enfeoff,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said 
Therese,  his  sister,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  farm,  or  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  river  Aux 
Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  consisting  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  arpents  in 
depth,  bounded  above  by  Jean  Batiste  Jerome,  and  below  by  Batiste  Reaume,  together  with  all  the  buildings  thereon 
erected,  enclosures,  &c.,  and  all  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  rever- 
sion and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits,  of  all  and  singular  the  said  premises, 
and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim,  and  demand,  whatsoever,  of  him,  the  said  Antoine  Bondi,  of, 
in,  and  to  the  said  farm,  or  tract  of  land,  and  of,  in,  and  to  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  their  and  every  of 
their  appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  farm,  or  tract  of  land,  and  ail  and  singular  (he  piemises  hereby 
granted  and  confirmed,  or  mentioned,  or  intended  so  to  be,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  unto  the 
said  Therese,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  her,  the  said  Therese,  her  heirs  and  assigns, 
forever.  And  the  said  Antoine  Bondi,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  doth  covenant,  grant, 
and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  Therese,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  by  these  presents,  that  she,  the  said  Therese,  her 
heirs  and  assigns,  shall,  and  lawfully  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  peaceably  and  quietly, 
have,  hold,  use,  occupy,  possess,  and  enjoy,  the  said  farm,  or  tract  of  land,  and  premises,  hereby  granted  and  con- 
firmed, or  mentioned,  or  intended  to  be  hereby  granted  and  confirmed,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances, 
free,  clear,  and  fully  discharged,  or  well  and  sufficiently  saved,  kept  harmless,  and  indemnified  of,  from,  and  against 
all  former  and  other  gifts,  grants,  bargains,  sales,  tioubles,  charges,  and  incumbrances,  whatsoever  had,  done,  or 
suffered,  or  to  be  had,  made,  done,  or  suffered  by  him,  the  said  Antoine  Bondi,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming,  or  to  claim,  by,  from,  or  under  him,  them,  or  any  of  them. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 

ANTOINE  BONDI.    [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Peter  Audrain,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  said  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described 
tract  of  land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  96;  and  that  she  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Thursday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  March  24,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  97.  Harris  H.  Hickman. — The  claim  of  Harris  Hampden  Hickman,  Esq.  as  grantee  of  George  Hoffman, 
who  was  grantee  of  John  Watson  and  his  wife,  who  were  grantees  of  Charles  Sweeney,  who  was  grantee  of  Fran- 
cis Raimond,  who  was  grantee  of  John  Pinkerton,  who  was  grantee  of  Daniel  Pursley,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side,  or  river  Rouge,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  tract  contains  four  acres  in 
front  by  forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  on  one  side  by  Samuel  Driver,  and  on  the  other  side  by  John  Cissne,  and  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  by  Charles  Sweeney,  in  volume  1,  page  106, 
under  the  date  of  January  18,  1805. 

Whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Daniel  Pursley  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Pinkerton,  who  sold  to  Francis  Raimond,  who  sold  to  Charles 
Sweeney.  The  deponent  further  says  that  the  premises  have  been  constantly  occupied,  or  tenanted,  by  the  subse- 
quent purchasers,  to  this  day. 

The  claimant  produced,  in  support  of  his  claim,  the  three  following  bills  of  sale,  to  wit: 

This  indenture,  made  the  seventeenth  day  of  January,  1806,  between  Charles  Sweeney,  of  river  Rouge,  in  the 
djstrict  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  W^atson,  of  the  town  of  Detroit,  in  the 
district  and  territory  aforesaid,  witnesseth  that  the  said  Charles  Sweeney,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
seventy-five  dollars,  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  John  Watson,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged, 
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has  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  unto  the  said  John  Watson,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge  aforesaid,  containing  four  arpents  in  front 
by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Rouge,  on  one  side  by  Samuel  Driver,  and  on  tlie  othei'  side 
by  John  Cissne,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  together  with  all  the  buildings  thereon:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  lands, 
with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  John  Watson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  to  the  only 
proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  John  Watson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  the  said  Charles  Sweeney, 
for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  covenants  to  and  with  the  said  John  Watson,  and  his  heirs,  that 
he  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  the  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land  unto  the  said  John  Watson,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  against  the  claims  of  all  persons  whatsoever,  except  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Charles  Sweeney  has  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  day  and  year 
first  aforesaic .  CHARLES  SWEENEY,  his  x  mark.    [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

F.  Bates, 
David  Ross, 

G.  Hoffman. 

This  indenture,  made  the  eighteenth  day  of  January,  1806,  between  John  Watson,  and  Catherine  his  wife,  of 
the  town  of  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  of  the  one  part,  and  George  Hoffman,  of  the  same  place,  of  the 
other  part,  witnesseth,  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars,  to  the  said  John  Watson  in 
hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  they,  the  said  John  Watson,  and  Catherine  his  wife,  have 
bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  unto  the  said  George  Hoffman,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  river  Rouge,  in  the  territory  aforesaid,  containing  four  arpents 
in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Rouge,  on  the  lower  side  by  the  lands  of 
Samuel  Driver,  and  on  the  upper  side  by  a  piece  of  land  claimed  by  John  Cissne,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  together 
with  all  the  buildings  thereon  erected:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  its  appurtenances,  unto 
the  said  George  Hoffman,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  the  said  John  Watson,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  cove- 
nants to  and  with  the  said  George  Hoffman  and  his  heirs,  that  he  will  forever  warrant  and  defend  the  title  to  the 
said  land,  against  all  persons  claiming  by,  through,  or  under  them,  or  any  of  them,  but  against  no  other  claim. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  John  Watson  and  wife  have  hereunto  set  their  hands,  and  affixed  their  seals,  the 
day  and  year  first  aforesaid. 
^         ^  JOHN  WATSON,  [l.  s.] 

CATHERINE  WATSON,  her  x  mark.    [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

F.  Bates. 
This  indenture  witnesseth  that  I,  George  Hoffman,  .the  subscriber  hereunto,  have  granted,  bargained,  and  sold, 
and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  transfer,  assign,  and  make  over,  unto  Harris  Hampden  Hickman, 
Esq.  all  my  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  and  demand,  in  and  to  a  certain  piece  or  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the  south 
side  of  river  Rouge,  in  the  land  district  called  Detroit,  containing  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  being  the 
same  which  was  sold  and  conveyed  by  diaries  Sweeney  to  John  Watson  and  wife,  and  by  the  said  John  Watson 
and  wife  to  myself,  as  by  reference  to  the  deeds  executed  on  the  occasion  may  more  fully  appear. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  23d  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1808. 

GEORGE  HOFFMAN,    [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

John  Cissne, 
Francis  M.  Audrain. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  afore  described  tract  of  land . 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  97;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  25,  1608. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  98.  Antoine  Campeau.— The  claim  of  Antoine  Campeau  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  river  Aux 
Raisins,  duly  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  272,  under  the 
date  of  2d  February,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration. 

This  tract  consists  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Aux 
Raisins,  on  one  side  by  Antoine  Lasselle,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Louis  Lenfant. 

Whereupon,  James  Lasselle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  said  Antoine  Campeau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  several  years 
before  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  tiiat  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  98;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oflice  at  Detroit, 
And  then  tlie  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  28,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  99.  Joseph  Weaver. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Weaver,  as  grantee  of  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  William  Hurt,  deceased,  and  which  was  duly  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  by  the  late  William  Hurt,  in  volume  1,  page  22,  under  the  date  of  2d  January,  1805,  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  northerly  side  of  river  Rouge,  containing  seven  and  one-half  acres  in  front,  and  extending  back 
to  the  old  Indian  path,  so  called,  in  depth  forty  acres,  more  or  less,  from  said  river,  bounded  in  front  on  said  rivei- 
Rouge,  below  by  the  lands  of  the  late  Joseph  Cissne,  deceased,  and  above  by  a  farm  claimed  by  James  Cissne. 

Whereupon,  John  Dodemead,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July.  1796,  the  late  William  Hurt,  deceased,  was  in 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  his  death;  that  the  widovv  and  children  occupied 
and  possessed  the  same  until  they  sold  to  the  present  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  ever  since 
to  this  day. 

The  claimant  produced,  in  support  of  his  claims,  the  three  following  deeds,  or  bills  of  sale,  to  wit: 

This  indenture,  made  at  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  the  18th  day  of  March,  1807,  between  Mary 
Hurt,  widow,  Joseph  Hurt,  Zachariah  Hurt,  and  Nathan  Hurt,  all  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid,  of  the  one  part,  and  Joseph  Weaver,  of  the  same  district  and  territory  aforesaid,  witnesseth  that 
the  said  Mary  Hurt,  Joseph  Hurt,  Zachariah  Hurt,  and  Nathan  Hurt,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  them  in  hand  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  by  the  said  Joseph 
Weaver,  at  or  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  hereof,  the  receipt  whereof  they,  the  said  Mary,  Joseph,  Zachariah, 
and  Nathan,  do  by  these  presents  acknowledge,  and  the  said  Joseph,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns,  and  each  and  every  of  them,  do  hereby  acquit  and  forever  exonerate,  have  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
aliened,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  and  confirm,  unto  him,  the  said  Joseph 
Weaver,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  that  certain  messuage  and  tenement,  or  tract  of  land,  with  the 
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appurtenances  thereon  erected  or  made,  situated,  lying,  and  being  upon  the  northerly  side  of  river  Rouge,  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  aforesaid,  containing  seven  and  one- half  acres  in  front  upon  said  river,  and  extending 
back  to  the  old  Indian  path,  so  called,  in  depth  forty  acres,  more  or  less,  from  the  said  river,  (with  the  exception  oT 
one  and  a  half  acres  in  width,  commencing  about  ten  acres  from  said  river,  and  extending  back  with  the  extent  of 
this  tract,  by  the  grantors  sold  and  conveyed  to  Mr.  Charles  Rouleau,)  and  bounded  in  iront  on  said  river  Rouge, 
upon  the  lower  side  by  the  farm  of  Joseph  Cissne,  deceased,  and  upon  the  upper  side  by  a  farm  claimed  by  James 
Cissne,  and  in  rear  by  unsettled  lands,  making  in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  and 
being  the  same  premises  and  tract  of  land  late  in  the  possession  of  William  Hurt,  father  of  the  said  Joseph,  Zacha- 
riah,  and  Nathan,  late  of  said  district  of  Detroit,  deceased:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land  and  pre- 
mises above  described,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  and  privileges  to  the  same  belonging,  unto  the  said 
Joseph  Weaver,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  to  his  and  their  use,  benefit,  and  behoof,  forever.  And  the  said  Mary, 
Joseph,  Zachariah,  and  Nathan,  for  themselves,  their  heirs,  and  each  of  their  heirs,  covenant  and  engage  to  war- 
rantee and  forever  defend  said  premises  and  tract  of  land  above  described  unto  the  said  Joseph  Weaver,  his  heirs 


under  the  said  United  States,  which  right  they  do  explicitly  except  out  of  their  warrantee,  and  the  said  Joseph 
Weaver  agreeing  to  take  that  risk  upon  himself  firmly  by  these  presents.  In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Mary, 
Joseph,  Zachariah,  and  Nathan,  the  grantors  above  named,  and  the  said  Joseph  Weaver,  have  hereunto  interchange- 
ably signed  their  names,  and  fixed  their  respective  seals,  the  day,  month,  and  year  first  above  named. 

MARY  HURT,  her  x  mark,  [l.  s.] 
JOSEPH  HURT,  [l.  s.] 
ZACHARIAH  HURT,  [l.  s.] 
NATHAN  HURT,  [l.s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

John  Dodemeap,  J .  P. 

John  Dodemead,  Jr. 

This  indenture,  made  and  executed  the  23d  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1808,  between  William  Murphy,  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  and  Oney  Murphy,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  the  late  William  Hurt,  of  river  Rouge,  deceased, 
wife  of  the  said  William  Murphy,  of  the  one  part,  and  Joseph  Weaver,  of  the  said  territory  of  Michigan,  of  the 
other  part,  witnesseth  that  the  said  William  Murphy,  and  Oney,  wife  of  the  said  William,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  fifty-five  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  Joseph  AVeaver,  the 
receipt  whereof  the  said  William  and  Oney  do  hereby  acknowledge,  and  the  said  Joseph  Weaver,  his  heirs,  execu- 
tors, and  administrators,  thereof  and  therefrom  forever  acquit  and  discharge,  have  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened, 
released,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  release,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Joseph 
Weaver,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  that  certain  undivided  share  and  part  of  a  certain  messuage  and  pre- 
mises, and  tract  of  land  situate  and  being  on  the  northerly  side  of  river  Rouge,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  terri- 
tory aforesaid,  and  whereof  the  said  William  Hurt,  father  of  the  said  Oney  Murphy,  died  seized  and  possessed, 
containing  seven  and  one-half  acres  in  front  upon  said  river,  and  extending  back  to  the  old  Indian  path,  and  bounded 
in  front  upon  said  river,  upon  the  lower  side  by  the  farm  of  the  late  Joseph  Cissne,  and  on  the  upper  side  by  a  farm  • 
claimed  by  James  Cissne,  and  in  rear  by  unsettled  lands:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  undivided  share  of  the  said 
William  Murphy,  and  Oney,  his  wife,  and  all  right,  interest,  claim,  and  demand  of  the  said  William,  and  Oney, 
his  wife,  in  and  to  the  said  premises,  privileges,  and  appurtenances  to  the  same  in  anywise  belonging  or  appertaining, 
unto  the  said  Joseph  Weaver,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  his  and  their  only  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof,  forever. 
And  the  said  William  Murphy,  and  Oney,  wife  of  the  said  William,  do  by  these  presents  covenant  and  agree,  that 
they  have  full  right,  and  lawful  authority,  to  make  sale  of  said  undivided  share  in  said  premises  in  as  full  estate  as 
above  set  forth;  and  further,  that  ihey  will  at  all  times  hereafter  be  ready  and  willing,  upon  request,  to  make, 
execute,  and  deliver  unto  the  said  Joseph,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  any  other  or  further  conveyance  or  assurance  in 
law,  thereby  to  vest  the  whole  right  and  interest  of  the  said  Oney,  of,  in,  and  to  said  premises  above  described,  in 
the  said  Joseph  Weaver,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  thereby  to  have  all  right,  interest,  and  claim  whatsoever,  of  the  said 
William,  and  Oney,  his  wife,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  and  to  said  premises.  In  witness  of  all  and  singular 
the  premises  aforesaid,  and  every  part  thereof,  the  said  William  Murphy,  and  Oney,  wife  of  the  said  William,  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  at  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  the  day,  month,  and  year  first  above 
written. 

WILLIAM  MURPHY,  bis  x  mark,  [l.  s.] 
ONEY  MURPHY,  her  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

James  Abbott, 

Abraham  Messmore. 

To  all  persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  we,  Benjamin  Jones,  Mary,  wife  of  the  said  Benjamin,  late  Mary  Hurt,  William  Allen,  and 
Olney,  wile  of  the  said  William,  late  OIney  Hurt,  and  Peter  Caye,  and  Rachel,  wife  of  said  Peter,  late  Rachel 
Hurt,  late  of  river  Rouge,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  one  dollar, 
to  us,  respectively,  paid  by  Joseph  Weaver,  of  the  same  district,  and  territory  aforesaid,  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid, 
the  receipt  whereof  we  do  every  and  each  of  us,  respectively,  acknowledge  to  have  received,  and  him,  the  said  Joseph, 
his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  do  hereby  acquit,  and  forever  exonerate,  have  granted,  bargained,  sold,  re- 
leased, and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  release,  and  confirm,  to  the  said  Joseph  Weaver,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  all  and  singular  our  rights,  interest,  claim,  and  demand  whatsoever,  which  we,  and  each  and  every 
of  us,  our  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  now  have,  claim,or  demand,  or  which  we,  oreitherof  us,  might,  or  could 
have,  claim,  or  demand,  in  and  to  a  certain  messuage,  tenement,  and  lot  of  land,  as  heirs,  or  otherwise,  of  the  said 
William  Hurt,  our  said  father,  deceased,  situated,  lying,  and  being  on  the  northerly  side  of  river  Rouge,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  whereof  the  said  William  Hurt,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was 
seized  and  possessed,  containing  seven  and  one-half  acres  front,  upon  river  Rouge,  and  extending  thence  back  to  the 
old  Indian  path,  so  called,  being  forty  acres  in  depth,  more  or  less,  (with  the  exception  of  a  strip  of  land  of  one  and 
a  half  acres  in  width,  commencing  about  ten  acres  from  said  river,  and  extending  back  the  depth  of  said  tract  of 
land,  heretofore  sold  to  Charles  Rouleau,)  and  bounded  in  front  upon  said  river  Rouge,  on  the  lower  part  by  the 
farm  of  Joseph  Cissne,  deceased,  and  on  the  upper  part  by  the  farm  of  James  Cissne,  and  in  rear  by  the  said 
Indian  path,  making,  in  the  whole,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  more  or  less:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
tract  of  land,  with  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  to  the  said  Joseph  Weaver,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  his  and  their  only  proper  use,  .benefit,  and  behoof,  forever,  with  all  right,  interest,  claim  or  demand, 
which  we,  or  either  of  us,  our  heirs,  executors,  or  adminictrators  now  have,  can,  or  might  have,  or  claim  in  and  to  the 
said  tract  of  land  or  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  virtue  of  our  being  the  children  and  heirs  of  the  said  William 
Hurt:  and  we,  and  each  and  every  of  us,  covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  Joseph  Weaver,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  that  we  shall  and  will,  upon  reasonable  notice,  and  at  the  expense  of  said  Weaver,  be  ready  and  willing 
to  do  and  perform  any  other  or  further  act,  and  thereby  to  vest  in  the  said  Joseph,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  and  each 
of  our  respective  rights  or  interests  that  we  now  have,  or  may  have,  as  the  children  or  heirs  of  said  William  Hurt, 
deceased,  in  and  to  said  premises,  and  every  part  thereof,  firmly  by  these  presents.    In  witness  whereof,  and  all 
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and  singular  the  premises  aforesaid,  we,  the  said  Benjamin  Jones,  and  Mary  his  wife,  William  Allen,  and  OIney 
his  wife,  and  Peter  Caye,  and  Rachel  his  wife,  have  hereunto  set  ourj  hands  and  seals,  at  Raleigh,  in  the  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  this  19th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1808. 

BENJAMIN  JONES,  his  x  mark,  [l.  s.] 
MARY  JONES,  her  x  mark,  [l.  s.] 
WILLIAM  ALLEN,  his  x  mark,  [l.  s]. 
OLNEY  ALLEN,  her  x  mark,  [l.  s.] 
PETER  CAYE.  his  x  mark,  [l.  s.] 
RACHEL  CAYE,  her  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

Thomas  M'Crea,  J.  P.  W.  D. 
John  Drake,  /.  F.  TV.  D. 
Nathan  A.  Hurt. 

Upper  Canada,  Wesleiti  District,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Drake,  Esq.  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  said  district,  Mary  Hurt,  wife  of  Benjamin  Jones,  Olney  Hurt,  wife  of  William  Allen,  and  Rachel 
Hurt,  wife  of  Peter  Caye,  and  did  severally  acknowledge  the  within  instrument  of  writing  to  be  their  free 
act  and  deed,  by  them  severally  executed  and  delivered  for  the  purposes  therein  contained.  Mary  Jones,  wife  of 
Benjamin  Jones,  Olney  Allen,  wife  of  William  Allen,  and  Rachel  Caye,  wife  of  Peter  Caye,  being  likewise  ex- 
amined apart  and  separate  from  their  husbands,  touching  their  executions  of  said  instrument  of  writing,  did  ac- 
knowledge that  they  did  sign,  seal,  and  deliver,  as  their  act  and  deed,  and  that  they  did  execute  the  same  of  their 
own  free  will  and  accord,  without  any  compulsion,  fear,  or  lestraint  of  their  said  husbands,  or  any  of  them,  and  that 
they  or  either  of  them  has  no  desire  or  wish  to  retract  therefrom;  and  each  is  desirous  that  their  act  therein  may  be 
good  and  valid  in  law. 

Acknowledged  and  done  before  me,  at  my  house  at  Raleigh,  in  said  district,  this  19th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1808. 

JOHN  DRAKE,  J.  P.  W.  D.  [l.  s.] 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  personally  appeared  before  me,  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  one  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  aforesaid,  Nathan  Hurt,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  signature  of  Nathan  Hurt,  as  subscribing  witness  to  the  within  deed,  is  of  his  own 
handwriting;  and,  further,  that  he  was  personally  present  at  the  execution  of  said  deed,  and  saw  Benjamin  Jones 
and  Mary,  wife  of  said  Benjamin,  William  Allen,  and  Olney,  wife  of  said  William,  Peter  Caye,  and  Rachel,  wife 
of  said  Peter,  respectively  sign,  seal,  and  deliver  said  instrument  of  writing,  as  their  and  each  of  their  free  act  and 
deed,  for  the  puiposes  therein  mentioned,  the  same  being  first  read  and  explained  to  them  respectively. 

NATHAN  HURT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  28th  day  of  March,  1808. 

Peter  Audrain,  J.  P.  D.  D, 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  99;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Thursday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  March  31,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  100.  Julian  Hamtramck  and  Harriet  Hamtramck. — The  claim  of  Julian  and  Harriet  Hamtramck,  daugh- 
ters of  the  late  Colonel  John  Francis  Hamtramck,  deceased,  to  a  farm  on  river  Detroit,  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
which  was  duly  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  249,  under  the 
date  of  3Ist  January,  1805,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  tract  of  land  is  situate  on  the  river  Detroit,  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  and  contains  two  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit, 
and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Jean  Batiste  Chapoton,  and  below  by  the  farm  of  the  late  Antoine 
Moras,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  Ignace  Moras  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  sajd,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jacques  Campeau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  late  Colonel  Hamtramck,  who  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  until 
his  death;  since  which  time,  the  claimants,  by  their'guardiau.  Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  territory,  have  pos- 
sessed and  tenanted  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  100;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

STANLEY  GRISWOLD, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 

No.  6. 

Transcript  of  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  at  Detroit,  from  the  2(i  day  of^prilto  the  28//j  May, 

1808,  inclusively. 

Saturday,  ^pi-il  2,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  ^pril  4,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  Jlpril  6,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  ^pril  7,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  101.  ToussAiNT  PoTHiER. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Toussaint  Pothier  to  a  lot  ot 
ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  had  been  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
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in  volume  2,  page  18,  under  the  date  of  the  2Gth  December,  1805.  The  said  lot  is  ninety-seven  feet  in  front,  and 
one  hundred  and  seventy-six  in  depth,  more  or  less,;  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  lake,  in  rear  by  the  main  street,  on 
the  southwest  by  Messrs.  Rocheblaneand  Porlier,  northeast  by  the  street  dividing  the  public  ground  from  the  town. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrura  was  b*ught  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  tlie  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises. 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  101;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  102.  Rousseau  and  Bailly. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Rousseau  and  Bailly  to  a  lot  of 
ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  had  been  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  vol.  2,  page  20,  under  the  date  of  December  26,  1805.  The  said  lot  is  eighty-six  feet  in  front,  by  two  hundred 
in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded  by  Michael  Doussman  on  the  southwest,  and  on  the  northeast  by  Rocheblane  and 
Porlier. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  w.is  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who.  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Charles  Maillet  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  26th  of  June,  1802,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  as  per  deed  recorded 
by  tlie  former  register  in  book  F,  page  6. 

Solomon  Sibley  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
and  said,  that  Joseph  Bailly^  one  of  the  claimants,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  in  July,  1807. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  102;  and  that  they  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  Jlpril  9,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  ^pril  11,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  Jlpril  12,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment 

No.  103.  Jacob  Franks. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacob  Franks  to  a  lot  of  ground  at 
Michillimackinack,  which  had  been  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1, 
page  457,  under  the  date  of  the  24th  of  December,  1805.  This  lot  is  eighty  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  fifty 
in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  main  street,  in  rear  by  the  lake,  on  one  side  by  Michael  Doussman,  and  on  the 
other  by  a  lane  leading  to  the  lake. 

Whereupon.  John  McGulpin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Alexis  Laframboise,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  oc- 
cupancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  his  death;  that  Josiah  Bleakley,  curator  to  the  estate  of  said  La- 
framboise,  sold  to  the  claimant,  (as  per  deed  of  17th  of  July,  1802,)  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  premises  to 
this  day,  at  least  until  last  fall,  when  the  deponent  left  Michillimackinack. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  103;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  tiierein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  104.  DoMiNicK  Rousseau. — The  claim  of  Dominick  Rousseau  was  taken  into  consideratioii,  to  a  lot  of  ground 
at  Michillimackinack,  which  had  been  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol. 
1,  page  458,  under  the  date  of  24th  of  December,  1805.  The  said  lot  is  about  thirty  feet  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth, 
is  bounded  in  front  by  a  small  street  leading  to  the  lake,  in  the  rear  by  Jacques  Vasseur,  east  by  Simon  Champaigne, 
and  west  by  Pierre  Lacroix. 

Whereupon.  John  McGulpin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  pre\'ious  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Joseph  Vaillancourt  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Michael  Doussman,  who  sold  to  Jacques  Viaux,  who  sold  to  the  claim- 
ant, \yho  has  ever  since  possessed  and  occupied  the  same,  at  least  until  last  fall,  when  the  deponent  left  Michilli- 
mackinack. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  104;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  .ipril  13,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  105.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Ezekiel  Solomon,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  tiie 
claim  of  the  widov/  and  heirs  of  the  late  Ezekiel  Solomon  to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  had  been 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  464,  under  the  date  of  the 
34th  of  December,  1805.  This  lot  is  fifty  feet  square,  is  bounded  on  one  side  by  a  lot  ceded  to  Angus  McDonald, 
in  rear  by  a  lot  ceded  to  Joseph  Greville,  now  the  property  of  Andre  Sarrere,  in  front  by  the  main  street. 

Whereupon,  John  McGulpin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  late  Ezekiel  Solomon,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  his  death;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children  have  possessed 
and  occupied  the  same,  at  least  until  last  fall,  when  the  deponent  left  Michillimackinack. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  105;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  106.  Pierre  Lacroix. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Lacroix  to  a  lot  in  Michilli- 
mackinack, which  had  been  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page 
465,  under  the  date  of  the  24t)i  of  December,  1805.  This  lot  is  fifty-five  feet  in  front  by  seventy-five  feet  in  depth, 
is  bounded  in  frontby  a  street  leading  to  the  water,  on  one  side  by  Simon  Champaigne,  and  on  the  other  by  Joseph  Guy 
and  Dominick  Rousseau. 

Whereupon,  John  McGulpin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  previous  to  the  3d  of  Marcli, 
1807.  and  continued  so  until  last  fall,  when  the  deponent  left  Michillimackinack. 

This  claim  is  postponed  for  further  evidence. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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Thursday,  Spril  14, 1808. 
Ttie  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  107.  Robert  Dixon. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Robert  Dixon,  No.  3,  to  a  lot  of 
ground  in  Michilliinackinack,  which  had  been  entered  with  the  former  Com^issioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  vol.  1,  page  460,  under  the  date  of  the  34th  of  December,  1805.  This  lot  is  fifty  feet  in  front  towards  the  lake, 
running  northeast  and  southwest  forty  feet,  then  seventy  feet  to  the  main  road,  then  ninety  feet  upon  the  main  road 
or  street,  northwest  one  hundred  and  seventy  feet,  bounded  on  one  side  by  Lewis  Crawford,  ancl  on  the  other  side 
by  Jean  Batiste  Tabau,  in  front  by  the  lake,  and  in  rear  by  the  main  street. 

Whereupon,  John  McGulpin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  inbehalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of' July,  1796,  Charles  Morisson  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  since  possessed  and  occupied  the  same,  at  least 
until  last  fall,  when  this  deponent  left  Michillimackinack. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  107;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  108.  John  McDonald. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  McDonald  to  a  lot  in  Michil- 
iimackinack,  which  had  been  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page 
1,  under  the  date  of  24th  December,  1805.  This  lot  is  a  triangle  figure,  bounded  on  the  southwest  by  the  highway, 
three  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  in  front,  and  on  the  southeast  by  a  passage  to  the  fields,  two  hundred  ancfthirty 
feet,  and  on  the  west  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  feet. 

Whereupon,  John  McGulpin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  last  fall,  when  this  deponent  left  Michillimackinack. 

And  thereupon  it  appears  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of  ground, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  108;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  April  l&,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  109.  Michael  Doussman. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Michael  Doussman  to  a  lot  of 
ground  in  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  2,  page  21,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  of  December,  1805.  This  lot  is  sixty-six  feet  front,  running  to  the  north- 
eastward two  hundred  feet,  more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  by  the  lake,  by  the  main  street  in  the  rear,  on  the  south- 
west by  Jacob  Frank's  lot,  and  on  the  northeast  by  Joseph  Bailly's  lot. 

Whereupon,  John  McGulpin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Nicholas  Marchessaux  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  until  last  if'all, 
when  this  deponent  left  Michillimackinack. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  lot  of  ground, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  109;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  MprillS,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  110.  David  Mitchell. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  David  Mitchell,  No.  6,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  22,  under  the  date  of  the  26th 
December,  1805.  This  claim  is  a  piece  of  land,  situate  on  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  containing,  by  estimation, 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  commencing  at  the  high  road,  bounded  nearly 
(in  the  south  by  the  said  high  road,  on  the  northeast  side  running  along  the  village  of  Michillimackinack,  on  the  south- 
west by  the  said  road,  on  the  northwest  by  the  farm  of  Charles  Gotier,  and  on  the  northeast  by  uncqnceded  lands. 

Whereupon,  John  McGulpin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  has  continued  so  to  this  day,  to  the  exception  of  a  certain  quantity  of  land  lying  between  the  village  and 
the  said  Mitchell's  enclosures,  and  which  is  now  used  as  a  pasture  by  the  garrison  of  Michillimackinack,  and  sup- 
posed to  contain  about  forty  acres. 

And  tliereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  with  the  exception  of  the  public  pasture,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be 
No.  110;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  con- 
tained, to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  April  20,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  HI.  John  liixLE. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Litle  to  a  tract  of  land  atGrosse 
Pointe,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  56,  under  the 
date  of  January  9,  1805,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair, 
southwest  by  Ambroise  Tremble,  northeast  by  Joseph  Socier,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands. 

Whereupon.  Simon  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Joseph  Socier  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant  the  27th  December,  1799;  since  which  time,  the  claimant  has 
possessed  and  occupied  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  Ill;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  ^pnV  22,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  .the  forenoon. 

Monday,  April  25,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  April  27,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  April  29,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  t'he  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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Monday,  May  2,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  tlie  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Thursday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  May  5,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Saturday,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  May  7,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment:  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  9,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business  adjourned 
to  Thursday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  May  12,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Saturday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  May  14,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  16,  1808. 
■     The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  '  ' 

Wednesday,  May  18.  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business, adjourned 
to  Saturday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  May  21,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  23,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  May  25,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  112.   Jean  Batiste  Lebeau.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Lebeau,  as 

frantee  of  Pierre  Delorier,  for  part  of  a  claim  entered  by  said  Pierre  Delorier  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
,and  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  259,  under  the  date  of  31st  January,  1805.  This  claim  contains  two  arpents 
in  front  on  river  Detroit,  and  extends,  in  depth,  to  a  fork  of  river  Aux  Ecorces,  and  is  bounded  on  both  sides  by  the 
lands  of  Bazile  Pepin. 

Whereupon,  Gabriel  Godfroy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Charles  Fontaine  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  13th  January,  1800,  when  he  sold  to  the  said  Pierre  Delorier,  who  occupied  the 
same  until  he  sold  said  part  of  the  said  tract  to  the  present  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to 
this  day. 

The  claimant  produced,  in  support  of  his  claim,  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Pierre  Delorier,  habitant  demeurant  dans  le  district  du  Detroit, 
lequel  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a,  toujours  avecgarantie  de  tous  trou- 
bles, dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  et  de  tout  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  (excepte  de  la  part  des 
Etats  Unis  de  I'Amerique)  au  nomrne  Jean  Batiste  Lebeau,  aussi  habitant  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  u  ce  present 
acceptant  acquereur  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  portion  de  terre  sise  et  situee  sur  la  riviere  du 
Detroit,  plus  bas  que  la  riviere  Aux  Ecorces,  bqrnee  des  deux  cotes  par  les  terres  de  Bazile  Pepin,  et  par  derriere 
par  les  terres  non  concedees,  ensemble  les  batiments  suscontruits,  clotures,  improvements,  &c.  circonstances,  et 
dependances.  Cette  portion  de  terre  consistant  eii  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  le  nombre  d'arpents  qui  peuvent  se 
trouver  depuis  le  front  jusqu'a  la  fourche,  le  dit  vendeur  se  reservant  le  reste  de  cent-vingt  arpents  de  profondeur, 
tel  qu'il  les  a  achetes  de  Charles  Fontaine  par  contrat  passe  par  devant  M.  Bellecour,  notaire  public  au  Detroit,  le 
13  Fevrier,  1800,  et  enregistre  au  bureau  des  terres  dans  le  livre  B,  fo.  168,  par  George  Hoffman,  greffier. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  quarante  pounds,  cours 
de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  regu  comptant  du  dit  acquereur  avant  la  passation  des 
presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  quoy  le  dit  Pierre  Delorier,  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  Jean 
Batiste  Lebeau,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions  et  tous 
autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pii  avoir  sur  la  ditte  portion  de  terre  susvendiie,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en 
bonne  possession  et  seizine  par  qui,  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  30  Septembre,  A.  D.  1806,  et  le  dit  Pierre  Delorier  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a 
tait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  et  a  scelle  en  presence  de  temoins,  apres  lecture  faitte  des  presentes. 

PIERRE  DELORIER,  sa  X  marque,  [l.  s.] 
En  presence  de  Peter  Audrain. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certiticate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  112;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  113.  Jonathan  Schieffelin.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jonathan  Schielfelin,  which 
was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  80,  under  the  date  of  the 
19th  February,  1805.  to  two  tracts  of  land,  now  united  in  one  farm,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres  of 
land,  it  being  six  acres  in  front,  by  one  hundred  acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear 
by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  southwest  by  the  lands  of  Jean  Batiste  Drouillard,  and  on  the  northeast  by  the  river 
Aux  Ecorces,  and  by  lands  of  the  claimant. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Etienne  Lebeau  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the 
premises  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  113;  and  that  he  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Thursday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the' forenoon. 
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Thursday,  May  2G,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  114.  Angelique  Cicot,  and  her  children.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  God- 
froy,  agent  for  and  in  behalf  of  Angelique  Poiipard  Cicot,  wife  of  Jean  Batiste  Cicot,  and  of  the  children  of  the 
said  Augelique,  to  wit,  Zachariah,  Joseph,  Batiste,  Jacques,  Francois,  Agathe,  Marie,  Catherine,  Susan,  and 
Therese  Cicot,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  99, 
under  the  date  of  14th  Novembei-,  1806,  to  two  tracts  of  land,  now  united  in  one  farm, Jand  containing,  by  estimation. 

arpents,  being  six  arpenfs  in  front  on  river,  and  extending  in  depth  to  the  line  of  the  lands  of  the  St.  Cosme 

family,  bounded  above  by  the  land  of  the  widow  Delille,  and  below  by  the  land  of  Charles  Labadi. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Descontes  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  widow  Pouparil,  mother  and  grandmother 
of  the  claimants,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  her  death;  since  which 
time  the  claimants  have  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  114;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Satttrday,  Mai^  28^  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  115.  Antoine  Riopel. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  ot  Antoine  Riopel,  which  was 
duly  enteied  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  338,  under  the  date  of 
the  30th  November,  1805,  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it 
being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river  Raisins;  be- 
ginning at  a  niarsh,  wheieupon  Godfroy's  mill  stands,  bounded  in  front  by  said  mill  creek,  and  in  the  rear  towards 
Sandy  creek,  by  a  lot  reserved  by  Porlier  Benac,  on  the  west-southwest  by  a  farm  of  Jacques  Lasselle,  and  on  the 
east-northeast  bya  farm  of  Martin  Nadeau. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Jerome  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possessiim  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  . 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certifiicate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  115;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  116.  Pierre  Delorier.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Delorier,  which  was  duly 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  259,  under  the  date  of  31st 
January,  1805.  This  claim  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  and  on  both 
sides  by  the  lands  of  Bazile  Pepin.  From  this  claim  is  to  be  deducted  the  quantity  of  land  which  will  be  found 
from  the  river  Detroit  to  the  fork  on  the  river  Aux  Ecorces,  now  confirmed  to  Jean  Batiste  Lebeau,  No.  112. 

Whereupon,  Gabrief  Godfrey  was  k'oug'ht  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  ancf  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Charles  Fontaine  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  IStli  January,  1800,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  occupied  the  whole  tract 
until  he  sold  part  of  it  to  Jean  Batiste  Jjebeau. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  116;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  teri  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

We  do  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  transcript  from  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  Register. 
JAMES  ABBOTT,  Receiver. 

No.  7. 

Transcript  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  30th  day  of  May  to  the  29th  day 

of  June,  1808,  inclusively. 

Monday,  May  30,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

AVednesday, /wne  1, 1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Saturday  tiext,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  June  4,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment- 
No.  117.  John  Dicks. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Dicks  to  a  farm  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  formerConimissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  16, 
under  the  date  of  4th  November,  1805.  This  farm  contains  six  acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth,  is  bounded 
in  front  by  the  river  Rouge,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  the  lands  now  owned  by  Geoige  Hoft- 
man.  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  lands  of  John  Cissne. 

Whereupon,  Edward  McCarty  was  brought  forward  asa  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  117;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  June  6,  1808.- 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  118.  Francois  Trudelle. — The  claim  of  Frangois  Trudelle  was  taken  up  for  examination;  and  the  notice 
by  him  filed  this  day  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz. 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  6,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract 
cf  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  river  Rouge,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  which  I  have  possessed,  occupied, 
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and  improved,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  without  any  interruption.  This  tract  contains  three  arpents  in  front 
by  forty  arpents  indepth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  on  one  side  by  Toussaint  Riopel,  and  on  the  other  bv 
lands  ot Desplaines,  deceased. 

I'RANCOIS  TRUDELLE,  his  X  mark. 

Witness,  Louis  VEssiERE,  tns. 

The  following  instrument  of  writing  was  produced  by  the  claimant,  in  siippurt  of  liis  claim  to  wit: 
•'  Je  soussigne  reconnois  et  declare  a,  tons  ceux  qu'il  appartiendra  que  dans  le  mois  de  Mars  1785,  a,  la  requisi- 
tion des  principaux  proprietaires  des  terres  a  la  riviere  Rouge,  a,  main  gauche  en  montant,je  nie  suis  expres  transporle 
de  ma  maisonet  domicile,  sis  au  village  du  Detroit,  pour  tirer  des  lignes  de  separation  et  planter  des  bornes  entre  les 
dits proprietaires,  et  que  j'ai  tire  les  dittes  lignes  sur  un  rhomb  de  vent  de  sud,  vingt  degres  au  ouest,  mais  n'.iyant  point 
des  indications  sutlisantes  des  situations  des  donaisons  sauvages,  et  voyant  que  les  autres  lignes  ti''etaient  pas  suffisa- 
ment  cmichees au  ouest  pour  eviter la grande  liviere  du  Detroit,  je  rae  suis  encor  transporte  luie au tiefois  accompa°-ne 
pay  le  Sr.  Thomas  Williams,  cy-devant  arpenteur  del'endroit,  pour  bien  examiner  comment  les  dittes  liTies  doivent 
coucher.-  nous  avons  done  par  consultation  mutuelle  juge  ;i  propos  que  les  dittes  lignes  doivent  couche^i-  sur  trente 
degres  au  ouest,  et  en  rapportant  notre  determination  aux  dits  proprietaires,  ils  etaient  parfaitement  satisfait 
et  ont  signe  une  convention  pour  cetettet,  laquelle  est  enregistree  au  greffe  du  Detroit  par  le  Sr.  Guilleaume 
Montfbrton,  grefSer  et  notaire  public  de  I'endroit.  Entinje  suis  revenu  le  Heme  jour  du  mois  d'Avril  et  j'ai  com- 
mence de  coucher  les  lignes  selon  la  susditte  convention,  commengant  par  Gabriel  Godfroy  trois  arpents  en  mon- 
tant,  ensuitte  trois  pour  Alexis  Labadi,  trois  pour  Pieriiche  Chene,  trois  pour  Baptiste  Cicot,  six  pour  Alex'is  Delille 
ensuitte  trois  pour  Laderoute,  six  pour  les  enfants  de  Pierriche  Chene,  deux  pour  Cattin,  trois  pour  Francois  Tru-' 
delle,  trois  pour  Pierriche  Robert,  trois  pour  A.  B.  Delille,  tous  ;i  main  gauche  en  montant  la  riviere,  et'selon  les 
indications  des  donaisons  sauvages,  sans  avoir  egard  a  la  qualite,  k  I'atfectiun,  ny  aux  protestations 'des  parties 
Ainsi  je  I'atteste  et  je  I'assure  par  mon  seing  et  par  les  personnes  nommees  et  signe  cy-dessus. 

Fait  au  Detroit,  le  18  Avril,  1785.  PHIL.  R.  FRY. 

PiERRK  -|-  Robert,  Cicot, 

Louis  -|-  Laderoute,  Piekre  +  Chene. 

Bex.  -t-  Campeau,  ensuite  Laderoute." 

Whereupon,  Jo-eph  Thibault  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  sworn 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  118;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  119.  Louis  Vessiere  Laferte,  Jr.— The  claim  of  Louis  Vessiere,  dit  Laferte,  Jr.  was  takfen  up  for  consi- 
deration; and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit- 

•^ir:  Detroit,  dth  June,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  Ronge,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Rouge, 
on  one  side  by  Toussaint  Riopel,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  lands  of  the'late  Joseph  Voyer,  deceased,  which  I 
have  purchased  from  Israel  Ruland,  as  per  deed  herewith,  dated  20th  September,  1793,  which  tract  I  have  improved 
and  occupied  to  this  day.  This  tract  contains  three  arpents  and  upwards  in  front,  and  extends  in  depth  to  the  line 
of  the  lands  of  the  family  of  St.  Cosme. 

LOUIS  VESSIERE  LAFERTE. 

The  claimant  produced,  in  support  of  his  claim,  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 
Detroit,  District  du  Ouest: 

Par  devant  Francois  Desruisseaux  Bellecour,  notaire  au  Detroit,  y  residant,  et  femoins  sousslgnes,  fut  present 
le  sieur  Israel  Ruland,  merchant  orfevre,  demeurant  dans  la  cote  sud -ouest  de  laparoissede  Ste.  Anne  de  ce  district, 
lequel  a  reconnu  et  confesse  par  ces  presentes  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a 
toujours,  avecgarantiedetous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  et  alienations, et  de  tout  autre 
empecliement  general  lenient  quelconque,  au  sieur  Louis  Vessiere  fils,  ii,  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur  pour  lui,  ses 
hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a,  I'avenir,  une  terre  de  trois  arpents  de  front  et  plus,  et  environ  sise  du  cote  du  sud-ouest  de  la 
riviere  Rouge,  pienaot  par  devant  sur  le  bord  de  la  ditte  riviere  sur  toute  la  profondeur  qu'elle  peut  porter  joignant 
ies  terres  des  lieritiers  de  la  famille  St.  Cosme,  bornee  d'un  cote,  au  sud,  a  la  terre  de  Pierre  Robert,  et  de  I'autre 
:ute,  au  ouest,  a  celle  de  Gabriel  Godfroy;  tel  et  ainsi  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporto  de  toutes  parts,  cir- 
constances,  et  dependances  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  avoir  vu  et  visite,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vehte,  cession,  transport, etdelaissement  ainsi  fait  pour  et  moyennant  lasomme  decent  pounds,  cours  de  la 
Nouvelle  York,  payable,  comme  suit,  savoir:  quarante  pounds  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnait  avoir  re^u  comptant  a  la 
passationdes  presentes,  et  les  soixante  pounds  restant  a  payer,  comme  suit,  savoir:  vingt  pounds  que  le  ditacquereur 
promet  ets'oblige  de  payer  au  dit  vendeur  dans  le  cours  de  Fan  1794,  vingt  pounds  en  1795,  et  les  vinet  pounds 
pour  dernier  et  parfait  payement  dans  le  cours  de  179G,  et  ce  en  grains,  farine,  bois,  et  foins  que  le  dit  Israel  Ruland 
>"oblige  de  prendre  au  prix  courant  du  tems  pour  les  dits  trois  derniers  payements:  et  au  nioyen  de  ce  que  dessus  et 
de  I'autre  part,  le  dit  sieur  vendeur  a  do  ce  moment  transporte  au  dit  acquereur  touset  te!s  droits  de  propriete,  noms, 
liaisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pu  avou-  sur  la  ditte  terre,  laquelle  il  declare  avoir  acquise  de 
Charles  Baron  par  contrat  en  datedu  19  du  courant,  lequel  il  a  remis  au  dit  sieur  Vessiere,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il 
en  deineure  vetu  et  dispose  comme  d'un  bien  justment  acquis,  et  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizure 
par  qui  et  ainsi  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  dittes  presentes,  et  a  ete  accorde  que  la  dame  veuve  Delille  pouira 
prendre  et  couper  dans  le  bois  sur  la  ditte  terre  cinq  milliers  de  perches,  et  les  picquets  en  pioportion;  car  ainsi  sont 
convenues  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  renongant,  &c.  Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit  en 
I'etude  du  dit  notaire  le  -20  Septembre,  1793,  avant  midi,  et  ont  les  parties  signe  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte  suivant 
I'ordonnance. 

ISRAEL  RULAND,  [l.  s.] 
Presence  de  Charles  Poupard,  LOUJS  VESSIERE,  Fils.  [l.  s.  ] 

William  Andrews. 

Whereupon,  Fiangois  Trudelle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1793,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
.and,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No  119;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  June  7,  1808. 

I  he  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No-  120.  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  dit  Lapierre. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste 
Aioire,  dit  Lapierre,  as  grantee  of  Louis  Benfai t,  senior,  and  of  Charles  Poupard,  to  a  tiact  of  land ,  situate,  lying,  and 
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being  at  Grand  Marais,  at  what  is  called  the  coulee  des  Renards,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commission- 
ers of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  407,  under  the  date  of  12th  December,  1805.  This  tract  contains 
four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded 
lands,  above  by  lands  of  Francois  Thibault,  and  below  by  lands  of  Louis  Griifard. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Chapoton  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant;  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  the  premises  were  in  possession  of  the  late  William 
St.  Bernard,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  one  moiety  thereof  to  Louis  Benfait,  and,  aftei-  his  death,  his  son  Hy- 
poiite  sold  the  other  moiety  to  Charles  Poupard,  which  two  last  grantees  continued  in  possession  until  they  sold  their 
respective  moiety  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant  produced,  in  support  of  his  claim,  the  two  following  deeds  of  bargain  and  sale,  to  wit: 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  savoir: 

Cette  indenture  faitte  au  Detroit  le  27eme  jour  d'Avril,  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  sept,  par  devant 
George  McDougall,  notaire  public  pour  le  territoire  et  district  cy-dessus,  et  temoins  soussignes,  entre  Charles 
Poupard  d'une  part,  et  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  dit  Lapierre,  de  I'autre  part,  temoigne  que  le  dit  Charles  Poupard, 
pour  et  en  consideration  de  la  somme  de  cent  cinquante  piastres,  argent  courant  des  Etats  Unis,  a  lui  en  mains 
paye  par  le  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  dit  Lapierre,  la  recette  desquelles  le  dit  Charles  Poupard  reconnoit  par  ces 
presentes,  lui  le  dit  Charles  Poupard  a  concede,  contracte  et  vendu,  aliene  et  confirme,  et  par  ces  presentes  il 
concede,  contracte  et  vende,  aliene  et  coniirme  au  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  dit  Lapierre,  a  perpetuite,pour  lui,  ses 
hi)irs,  et  ayant  cause,  tout  cette  messuage,  on  morceau  de  terre,  d'un;arpent  et  demi  de  front  sur  quarante  arpents  de 
profondeur,  faisant  partie  de  la  terre  du  dit  vendeur,  situee  au  Grand  Marais,  bornee  en  front  par  une  prairie  que  le 
dit  vendeur  se  reserve  vers  le  fleuve  du  Detroit  qui  se  trouve  a  la  distance  d'un  arpent  au  sud  du  chemin  public, 
a  commencer  d'une  borne  qui  y  est  place,  et  a  compter  de  la  en  profondeur  vers  le  nord-ouest  par  desterres  non 
concedees  quarante  arpents,  borne  ver  le  nord-est  par  la  terre  de  Louis  Benfait,  vers  le  sud-ouest  par  la  terre 

d'l^n        ■" ■    '  •     ■       ■         •■        1      .-,..---.-    ^.-.-    --    -^-- 

dites, ^ 

que  de  lui  le  dit  Charles  Poupard  ^  .  ^  .  ■     ,•    , 

tenir  le  susdit  messuage  ou  tenement,  et  tous  et  singulier  les  premisses  susmentionne,  et  chaque  partie  d'lcelle  avec 
les  appartenances  au  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  pour  le  seul  profit  et  avantage  du  dit  Jean 
Baptiste  Aloire,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  a  perpetuite.  Et  le  dit  Charles  Poupard,  pour  lui  et  ses  hoirs,  garantie  et 
pour  toujours  defendra  la  dite  messuage  et  tenement  et  premisses  et  chaque  part  et  partie  d'icelle  contre  lui  et  ses 
hoirs,  et  contre  tous  et  chaque  person  et  personnes  quelconque,  au  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause. 
Et  le  dit  Charles  Poupard,  pour  la  consideration  susdit,  convient,  promet,  et  s'oblige  envers  le  dit  Jean  Baptiste 
Aloire,  pour  lui  uieme,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  d'accorder  au  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire  ledroit  de  faucher,  faire  et 
enlever  douze  cent  bottes  de  foin  annuellement  durant  sa  vie,  durant  et  celle  de  ses  enfants,  a  etre  pris  et  faitte  sur 
la  prairie  susmentionnee,  qui  fesait  autrefois  partie  de  la  terre  vendue  par  ces  presentes,  a  condition  que  la  ditte 
terre  reste  entre  leurs  mains  ou  possession  durant  tout  ce  terns  la,  autrement  le  dit  droit  de  faucher,  &c.  cessera  des 
le  moment  qu'ils  I'alieneront.  En  foy  de  quoy  les  parties  susditte  ont  respectivement  signe  et  cachete  le  present, 
apres  lecture  faitte  au  Detroit  le  jour  et  an  susdit. 

CH.  POUPARD,  [l.  s.  ] 
JEAN  BTE.  ALOIRE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.J 
Signe,  cachete,  et  livre  en  la  presence  de 

Alexis  de  Cerait  de  Cociuillard, 
Isidore  Peltier,  sa  x  marque. 
Geo.  McDougall,  N.  P.T.M. 

Territory  OF  Michigan,  Z>M<nrf  Q/"-fle<roi7,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  George  McDougall,  notary  public  for  the  territory  and  district  aforesaid, 
Charles  Poupard  and  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  dit  Lapierre,  who  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  signed,  sealed, 
and  delivered  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  (which  I  read  and  explained  to  them)  for  the  purposes  therein 
contained,  and  they  desire  that  it  may  be  recorded.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  office,  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

GEO.  McDOUGALL,  N.  P.  T.  M. 
The  claimant  produced  also  the  following  certificate  of  Charles  Lafleur,  to  wit: 

Moi  soussigne  Charles  Poupard  donne  plein  et  entier  pouvoir  a  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  dit  Lapierre,  de  retirer 
le  certificat  de  deux  arpents  de  terre  de  front  au  Grand  Marais  sur  quarante  de  profondeur  a  prendre  du  fleuve. 
Fait  au  Detroit,  en  presence  de  temoins,  le  7  Juin  mil  huit  cent  huit. 

CH.  POUPARD. 
Etienne  Dubois,  temoin. 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Louis  Benfait,  du  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan, 
iequel  a  reconnu  avoir  vendu,  cede  et  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  vend,  cede  et  transporte,  des  maintenant  et 
a  toujours  au  sieur  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  dit  Lapierre,  residant  actuellement  dans  la  ville  du  Detroit,  a  ce  present 
acceptantacquereur  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  certaine  portion  de  terre  sise  et  situee  a  la  coulee 
des  Renards,  pres  le  Grand  Marais  dans  le  susdit  district  ct  territoire,  consistant  eu  la  moitie  d'une  certaine  ferme 
autrefois  la  propriete  de  Jean  Baptiste  Leduc,qui  I'a  vendu  au  sieur  Guilleaume  Bernard,  par  eontrat  passe  devant 
M.  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau,  notaire,  le  27eme  jour  de  Juin,  I'an  1750.  La  veuve  du  dit  Guilleaume  Bernard  a 
vendu  au  dit  Benfait  la  ditte  moitie  susvendiie,  et  elle  a  legue  a  son  fils  Hypolite  I'autre  moitie,  qui  I'a  vendu  a 
Charles  Poupard,  Iequel  Charles  Poupard  I'a  vendue  au  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  dit  Lapierre,  par  eontrat  passe 
au  Detroit  devant  M.  George  McDougall  le  27  Avril,  1807.  La  ditte  moitie  susvendiie  se  trouve  entre  la  moitie 
deja  vendue  au  present  acquereu r  par  Charles  Poujjard  etla  terre  de  Madame  Thibault,  et  contient  un  arpent  et 
demi  de  front,  plus  ou  moins,  sur  quarante  arpents  de  profondeur;  ce  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  con- 
noitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement  ainsi  fait  pour  et  moyennant  le  prix  et  somme  de  cinquante  pounds, 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  Louis  Benfait  reconnait  avoir  re5U  comptant  du  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  dit 
Lapierre,  lots  et  avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  I'entient  quitte  et  decharge  ainsy  que  tous  autres.  Au  moyen 
de  quoy  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transport  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete  qu'il  a  et  a  pii  avoir  sur  la  ditte  portion  de  terre,  voulant  et  enten- 
dant  qu'ils  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seisine  par  qui  et  ainsi  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes.  Le 
dit  Louis  Benfait  garantie  par  ces  presentes  an  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Aloire,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  la  sus- 
ditte portion  de  terre  susvendiie  libre  et  franche  de  toutes  dettes  et  hypotheques. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit  le  vingt  troisieine  jour  du  mois  de  May  rail  huit  cent  sept,  et  le  dit  Louis  Benfait  a 
sicne  et  scelle  apres  lecture  faitte  en  presence  des  temoins  soussignes. 

LOUIS  BENFAIT.  [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Henry  J.  Hunt. 
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Territory  of  Michigan,  District  qf  Detroit,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
Louis  Benfait,  the  above  grantor,  who  acknowledged  that  he  had  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  foregoing  deed 
of  bargain  and  sale  for  the  purposes  therein  coutained,  and  that  the  same  may  be  recorded.  In  testimony  whereof, 
[  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  twenty-third  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven* 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners,  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  120;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  thi;  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

\  Wednesday,  June  8,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  121.  Andre  Viger.— The  board  took  .into  consideration  the  claim  of  Andre  Viger,  as  grantee  of  James 
May,  Esq.  (which  was  entered  by  the  said  James  May  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  3,  page  97,  under  the  date  of  19th  February,  1805,)  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  Aux  Ecorces,  contain- 
ing, by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents  of  land,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  arpents  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  the  lands  of  Bazile  Pepin,  and 
above  by  the  lands  of  Baptiste  Drouillard. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant.  Who.  being  duly  sworn, 
tieposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  James  May,  one  of  the  heirs  of  the  family  of  St.  Cosme,  was 
in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  (as  per  deed  dated  the  21st  March, 
1798,)  who  has  ever  since  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant  produced,  in  support  of  his  claim,  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

L'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre  vingt  dix-huit  ct  Ic  21eme  jour  de  Mars,  fut  present  Jacques  May,  ecuyer,  un  des 
juges  de  la  cour  des  playdoyers  communs  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  lequel  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte 


sur  la  riviere  Aux  Ecorces,  joignant  d'un  cote,  au  nord-  est,  la  plantation  de  Jean  Baptiste  Beausaume,  et  de  I'autre 
cote,  au  sud-ouest,  les  terres  non  cedees,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  sur  cent  ar- 
pents de  profondeur,  tel  et  ainsi  que  la  ditte  plantation  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts  que  le  dit  acquereur 
dit  avoir  vu  et  visittee,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport  et  delaissement,  ainsi  fait  pour  et  en  echange  d'une  piece  de  terre  sise  et  situee 
dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  bornee  de  front  par  la  grande  route,  d'un  cote  par  Joseph  Cabacier,  et  de  I'autre  cote  par 
la  terre  appartenante  actuellement  au  dit  Jacques  May,  et  consistante  en  un  arpent  et  cinquante  pieds  de  front,  sur 
deux  arpents  et  trente-six  pieds  de  hauteur,  ainsi  qu'il  appert  par  un  contrat  passe  ce  jour,  &c.  Et  au  moyen  de  ce 
que  dessusle  dit  Jacques  May  a  de  ce  moment  transporte  et  transporte  au  dit  Andre  Viger,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause 
a,  I'avenir,  tons  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons  et  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur 
la  ditte  plantation,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine  ainsi,  et  par  qu'il  appar- 
tiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  en  presence  de  temoins,  le  jour,  mois,  et  an  que  dessus,  et  le  dit  Jacques  May  a  signe 
et  appose  son  cachet  aux  presentes. 

JAMES  MAY.  [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre  en  presence  de  Peter  Audrain,  Protonotaire. 

Wayne  county,  ss. 

Est  personellement  comparu  devant  moy,  Charles  Francis  Girardin,  ecuyer,  un  des  juges  des  plaidoyers  com- 
mun,  Jacques  May,  ecuyer,  lequel  a  reconnu  que  le  contrat  de  vente  cy-dessus  est  son  acte  volontaire,  et  que 
conime  tel  il  peut  etre  enregistre  dans  les  records  du  comte,  ou  partout  ou  besoin  sera.  En  foy  de  quoy  j'ai  souscrit 
mon  nom  au  Detroit,  le  21  Mars,  1798. 

CHARLES  F.  GIRARDIN,  /.  C.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  1'21;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  June  9, 1808. 

The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  122.  William  Forsyth. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Forsyth  to  two  tracts  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  at  Gr6sse  Pointe,  but  now  united  in  one  farm,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  seven  arpents  in  front  by /orty  arpents  in  depth.  The  claim  was  entered 
with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  96,  under  the  date  of  17th  January, 
1805,  in  two  tracts,  one  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  and  the  other  of  four  arpents  in  front 
by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  and  is  now  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the 
lower  side  by  the  lands  of  Alexander  Grant,  and  on  the  upper  side  by  the  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the 
late  James  Donaldson,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  John  Litle,  junior,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of,  had  settled  and 
improved  the  above  two  described  tracts  of  land,  now  united  in  one  farm,  and  that,  since  that  time,  he  has  possessed 
and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  tO' the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  12-2;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  123.  WiLLiAJi  Forsyth. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  William  Forsyth,  of  ano- 
ther tract  of  land,  situate,  also,  at  Grosse  Pointe,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  arpents  of  land,  it  being 
six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  arpents  in  depth.  This  claim  was  also  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  96,  under  the  date  of  17th  January,  1805,  is  bounded  on  the  lower 
side  by  the  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  late  James  Donaldson,  deceased,  on  the  upper  side  by  the  lands  of 
John  Kinsey. 

Whereupon,  John  Litle,  junior,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of,  had  settled  and 
improved  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  12,3;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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Friday,  June  10,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  124.  James  and  Francis  Lasselle. — The  claim  of  James  and  Francis  Lasselle,  as  grantees  of  widow 
Catherine  Solau.  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Aux  Raisins,  was  taken  up,  and  the  notice  by  tnem  filed  with  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Lund  Office  at  Detroit: 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  10,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following  tract  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  Aux  Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred 
and  foity  arpents  of  land,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  the  river  Raisins,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  John  Anderson,  and  on  the  other 
side  by  lands  of  the  widow  Solau.  We  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments made  by  us  or  those  from  whom  we  derive  title. 

For  J.  &  F.  Lasselle, 

THOMAS  LECUYER. 

The  claimants  produced,  in  support  of  their  claim,  a  written  evidence,  which  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  prefeente  Dame  Catherine,  veuve  de  feu  Pierre  Solau,  laquelle  reconnoit 
avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  toutes  detles,  hypo- 
theques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  trouble  generallement  quelconque,  a  Jacques  et  Franjois  Lasselle,  nego- 
ciants  du  Detroit,  a  ce  presents  acceptants  acquereurs  pour  eux,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  certaine 
ferme  ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  a  la  riviere  Aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  de  Sargent,  dans  le  comte  de  Wayne, 
et  territoire  Indiana,  consistante  en  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  la  ditte  riviere,  sur  cent  vingt  arpents  de  profoiideur, 
bornee  d'un  cote  par  John  Anderson,  et  de  I'autre  par  la  ditte  venderesse,  par  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  Aux 
Raisins,  et  par  derriere  par  les  terres  non  concedees;  cette  terre  ou  plantation  faisant  partie  de  la  succession  de 
defunt  Pierre  Solau,  son  mari,  qui  I'avait  achetee  de  Batiste  Bourdeaux,  dit  I'Isle  ronde,  ainsi  qu'il  appert  par 
contr^t  passe  par  M.  Porlier  Benac  a  la  riviere  Aux  Raisins  le  9  Septembre,  1791. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transporte,  et  delaissement,  ainsi  fait  pouret  moyennant  la  somnie  de  quatre  vingt  pounds, 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  la  ditte  venderesse  reconnoit  avoir  re^u  comptant  des  dits  acquereurs,  lors  et  avant 
la  passation  des  presentes;  au  moyen  de  quoy  la  ditte  venderesse  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes 
transporte  au  dits  acquereurs,'  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  et  actions, 
et  tous  autres  droits  qu'elle  a  ou  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  ou  plantation,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'ils  en 
soient  mis  en  et  demeurent  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsi  qu'il  appartiendraen  vertu  des  presentes. 
Et  la  ditte  veuve  Solau  n'ayant  point  obtenu  de  lettres  d'administration  pour  administrer  la  succession  de  son  defunt 
mari,  et  voulant  garantir  aux  dits  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  la  susditte  vente,  elle 
leur  a  hypotheque,  et  par  ces  presentes  leur  hypotheque,  son  douaire,  et  sa  part  et  portion  a  la  ditte  succession  de 
defunt  son  mari. 

Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  Aux  Raisins,  en  presence  de  temoins,  le  30eme  jour  de  Janvier,  mille  huit  cent  quatre; 
et  la  ditte  Catherine  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

CATHERINE,  sa  x  marque.  Veuve  de  Pierre  Solau.  [l.  s.] 

Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de  Joseph  Jobin, 

Gab.  GoDFRoy,  Jun. 
Hubert  Lacroix,  temoin. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  aipents  of  land,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  one 
hundred  and  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Raisins,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands, 
on  one  side  by  the  lands  of  John  Anderson,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  lands  belonging  to  the  said  widow  Solau. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Sanscrainte  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Pierre  Solau  had  improved 
the  premises,  and  continued  in  possession  and  occupancy  until  his  death;  that,  since  his  death,  the  widow  Solau  pos- 
sessed and  occupied  the  same  until  the  30th  January,  1804,  when  she  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  have  possessed  and 
tenanted  the  same  since  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  134;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  125.  Antoine  Cattin,  Therese  Cattin,  Pauline  Cattin. — The  claim  of  Antoine  Cattin,  Therese  Cattin, 
and  Pauline  Cattin,  heirs  of  the  late  Antoine  Cattin,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river 

Rouge,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation, arpents  of  land,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front,  and 

extending  in  depth  to  the  lands  of  St.  Cosme  family,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Rouge,  and  in  rear  by  St.  Cos- 
me's  lands,  on  one  side  by  the  lands  of  Francois  Trudel,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  lands  of  the  late  Jean  Baptiste 
Desplaines,  deceased. 

The  notice  filed  by  the  claimants  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  10,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following  tract  of 

land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  Rouge,  inthedistrictof  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation, arpents  of  land, 

it  being  two  arpents  in  front,  and  extending  in  depth  to  the  land  of  the  St.  Cosme  family,  bounded  in  front  by  river 
Rouge,  and  in  the  rear  by  St.  Cosme  lands,  on  one  side  by  Francois  Trudel,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Jean  Baptiste 
Desplaines.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  for  myself  and  my  two  sisters,  Therese  and  Pauline,  heirs  of  the  late 
Antoine  Cattin,  deceased,  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  by  us,  or  those  from  whom  we 
derive  title. 

ANTOINE  CATTIN,  his  x  mark. 
In  presence  of 

Peter  Audrain. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Trudel  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  late  Antoine  Cattin,  deceased,  father  to  the 
claimants,  took  possession,  settled,  and  improved  the  premises  about  twenty-six  years  ago,  and  continued  so  until 
his  death;  that,  after  his  death,  his  widow,  mother  to  the  claimants,  remained  in  possession  until  she  died  about  four 
months  ago,  since  which  time  the  claimants  have  possessed  and  occupied  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  125;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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Saturday,  Jwne  11,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday  June  13,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  126.  John  Litle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Litle,  (No.  1,)  which  was  entered 
with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  36,  under  the  date  of  the  9th  January, 
1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  now  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  Joseph  Tremble,  on  the  southwest  by  Louison  Thibault,  in  front  by 
river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Griftard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  tiie  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  126;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit. 

No.  127.  John  Litle.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  John  Litle,  (No.  2,)  which  was  duly 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  56,  under  dale  of  9th  January, 
1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundredandforty  arpents,  it  being  si.^  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  middle  of  the  marsh,  and  in  rear  as  far  as  the  first  concession,  on  the  east-northeast  by 
lands  of  the  claimant,  and  on  the  west-southwest  by  lands  of  widow  Thibault. 

Whereupon,  Louis  GritFard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf^  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Nathan  William  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  4th  May,  1797,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  from  that  time  to  this  day 
has  occupied  and  possessed  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  127;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  128.  John  Litle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  John  Litle;  and  the  notice  by  him 
filed  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  13,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following  tract  of 
land,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  arpents 
in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  Tremble's  creek,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  unconceded  lands, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  unconceded  lands  also.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  to  the  above  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

JOHN  LITLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  arpents  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Tremble's  creek,  in  rear  and  on  both  sides  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Griffard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago,  the  claimant  took  possession  of  the  premises,  enclosed 
about  ten  arpents  thereof,  and  continued  to  cultivate  said  land  until  about  five  years  ago,  since  which  time  he  has  no 
knowledge  of  its  being  cultivated. 

The  commissioners  postponed  giving  a  decision  until  Monday  next. 

No.  129.  James  Conner.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Conner  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  north  bank  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  15,  under  the  date  of  3d  January,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  five 
hundred  and  ten  acres,  it  being  twelve  acres  and  three-fourths  of  an  acre  in  front,  by  forty  acres  in  depth,  bounded 
on  the  east  by  lands  of  the  late  William  Tuckar,  deceased,  on  the  west  and  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  and  in  front 
by  river  Huron. 

Whereupon,  Henry  Conner  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  the  claimant  took  possession,  and  began  to  improve  the  premises 
previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  that  he  has  occupied  and  possessed  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  129;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  130.  Joseph  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  (No.  1,)  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  43,  under  the  date  of  December  31,  1805.  This  tract  contains  six  arpents 
in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  lake,  but  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  whole,  bounded  in 
front  by  the  said  river,  in  rear  by  the  said  lake,  on  one  side  by  Laurent  Maure,  and  on  the  other  by  lands  of  the 
claimants. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Jean  Baptiste  Comparet  (father  to  the  deponent)  was 
in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  3d  of  November,  1798,  when  he  sold  to  the 
claimant,  and  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  the  claimant  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  premises  until  this  day. 

Henry  Conner  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  premises  from  the  time  he  purchased  until  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  130;  and  that  he  cause  the  same-to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  131.  Joseph  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  (No.  2,) 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  42,  under  the  date 
of  31st  December,  1805. 

This  tract  is  situate  northeast  of  the  town  of  Detroit,  on  the  river  Detroit,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  rivsr  Detroit,  on  the  northeast  by  the  lands  of  Bellenge,  and 
on  the  southwest  by  Charles  Morin. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Griffard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  premises  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  one  St. 
John  Crespy,  who  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Francis  Ble,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased,  who  has  possessed 
and  tenanted  until  this  day. 

The  commissioners  postponed  giving  a  decision  until  Monday  next. 
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No.  132.  Joseph  Campeatj.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau  (No  3)  to  a 
lot  of  ground  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  43,  under  the 
date  of  31st  December,  1805. 

This  lot  is  situate  northeast  of  the  town  of  Detroit,  containing  sixty  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  feet  in  depth. 
French  measure,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  high  road  leading  along  the  river,  on  the  east-northeast  by  Charles 
Gniiin,  and  on  the  west-southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Moran. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  132;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  133.  Joseph  Campeau.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  (Nos.  4  and  5, 
now  united  in  one  farm,)  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  43, 
under  date  of  31st  December,  1S05.  This  farm  contains,  by  estimation,  — —  arpents,  (not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  in  the  whole.)  is  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  six  arpents  in 
front,  and  extending  in  depth  to  the  said  lake,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by 
Jacques  Loson,  and  on  the  v/est  by  lands  of  Hyacinte  Deaitre,  deceased. 

Whereupon.  Henry  Conner  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in.behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Maure  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  ever  since  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  133;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  131.  Joseph  Campeatj. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  (No.  6,) 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  43,  under  tlie  date 
of  31st  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  but  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  whole;  is 

situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  contains  eleven  arpents  in  front,  more  or  less,  and  extends 
in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  is  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  said  lake,  on  the  west-northwest  by  Lewis 
Petit,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  of  the  claimant. 

Whereupon,  Henry  Conner  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Jean  Baptiste  Connellier  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  since  that  time  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the 
same  to  this  day.  '  .  .  ,    , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appjar  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  134;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  135.  Joseph  Campeau.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau, (No.  8,)  which 
was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  43,  under  the  date  of  31st 

December,  1805,  containing,  by  estimation, ■  arpents.     This  tract  is  situate  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Huron 

of  lake  St.  Clair,  contains  three  arpents  in  front,  extends  in  depth  to  the  lake,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river, 
on  the  upper  side  by  Pierre  Phenix,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Antoine  Petit. 

Whereupon,  Henry  Conner  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  that  a  house 
was  thereon  erected,  and  that  part  of  that  house  is  now  standing. 
Postponed  for  further  consideration,  until  Monday  next. 

No.  136.  James  Conner.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  James  Conner  to  a  tract  of  land 
on  the  north  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  by  the  claimant  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Auduain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  13,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  the  follow- 
ing tract  of  land,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
north  side  of  river  Huron,  It  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  on  one  side,  east,  by  a 
farm  claimed  by  one  Chatron,  in  iiont  by  said  river  Huron,  and  in  rear,  and  on  the  other  side,  by  unlocated  lands. 
I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  improvements  and  a  long  possession. 

JAMES  CONNER. 

This  tract  contains  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  east  by  a  farm  claimed  by  one  Chatron,  in 
front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  and  west  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Batiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  premises;  that 
there  was  a  cabin  built,  and  two  or  thiee  acres  of  land  cultivated  and  fenced,  and  that  it  was  in  the  same  situation 
when  he,  the  deponent,  left  river  Huron,  in  1804. 

Postponed  for  further  consideration  until  Monday  next. 

No.  137.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Richard  Conner,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  James  Conner,  asadmihistrator  to  the  estate  of  his  late  father,  Richard  Conner,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the 
south  side  of  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  13,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I,  James  Conner,  administrator  to  the  estate  of  my  late  father,  Richard  Conner,  deceased, 
now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following  tract  of  land,  containing,  by  estima- 
tion, six  hundred  acres  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  it  be- 
ing fifteen  acres  in  frcmt  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on 
the  north  side  by  the  old  Meridian  road,  and  on  the  south  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue 
of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  my  late  father. 

JAMES  CONNER, 
Administrator  to  the  estate  of  Richard  Conner,  deceased. 
That  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres,  it  being  fifteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  deptb. 
bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  north  side  by  the  old  Meridian  road,  and 
on  the  other  side  by  unlocated  lands. 
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Whereupon,  Batiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  ii  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant  who  beiiif  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Richard  Conner,  deceased,  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  year  1804,  when  the  deponent  left  river  Huron. 

Augustin  Langdon  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn  de- 
posed and  said,  that  the  family  of  the  late  Richard  Conner,  deceased,  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  premise's  for 
these  six  years  past. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certiticate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  137;  and  that  they  cause  the  same'  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  ° 

No.  138.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Richard  Conner,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another 
claim  of  the  same  widow  and  heirs  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron:  and  the  notice  filed  by  James 
Conner,  administrator  to  the  said  estate,  was  i-ead  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

SiR=  Detroit,  June  13,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I,  James  Conner,  administrator  to  the  estate  of  my  late  father,  Richard  Conner   deceased 
now  enter  with  ttie  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following  tract  of  land,  containing 'by  estima- 
tion, six  hundred  acres  of  land,  it  being  fifteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  commencing  to  the  eastward  at  a 
place  called  Deer  Lick,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Huron,  in  rear  and  on  both  sides  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim 
and  make  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  and  improvements  made  by  my  late  father. 

JAMES  CONNER, 
Administrator,  ^-c.  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Richard  Conner,  deceased. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres,  it  being  fifteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth  com- 
mencing to  the  eastward,  at  a  place  called  Deer  Lick,  bounded  in  rear  and  on  both  sides  by  unlocated  lands.' 

Whereupon,  Batiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Richard  Conner,  deceased,  was  in  possession 
of  the  premises,  and  cultivated  the  same;  and  that  he  continued  so  until  the  year  1804,  when  this  deponent  left  river 
Huron. 

Augustin  Langdon  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn  de- 
posed and  said,  that  he  knows  that  for  these  six  years  past  the  family  of  Richard  Conner,  deceased,  has  used'and 
occupied  the  premises  as  a  pasture. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a.  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  138;  and  that  they  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

,     Tuesday,  June  14,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  139.  Henry  Conner. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Henry  Conner  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  north  side  of  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  June  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following  tract  of 
land,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  it  being  twelve  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  is 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Huron,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Huron,  east  by  Christian  Clemens,  on 
the  other  side  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  and  make  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  and  improvements 
made  by  me  and  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

HENRY  CONNER. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  it  being  twelve  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
is  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Huron,  east  by  Christian  Clemens,  and  on  the  other  side  and  in  rear  by  unlocated 
lands. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  inbehalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  William  Dawson  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  late  Richard  Conner,  deceased,  who  possessed  the  same  until 
the  year  1804,  when  this  deponent  left  river  Huron. 

Augustin  Langdon  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that  Henry  Conner,  son  cf  the  late  Richard  Conner,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises  about  three  years  ago,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

James  Conner,  administrator  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Richard  Conner,  deceased,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said, 
that  he  has  often  heard  his  mother  and  brother  say  that  the  above  described  tract  of  land  had  been  given  by  his 
father  to  Henry  Conner,  his  son,  the  present  claimant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  139;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  June  15,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  140.  Joseph  Robertjean. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Robertjean,  on  the  north 
side  of  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  qftke  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  15,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  eighty- 
one  arpents  of  land,  more  or  less,  it  being  four  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  eighteen  arpents  in  depth,  more  or  less; 
is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  the  late  Alexis  Peltier,  and  on 
the  other  side  by  lands  of  Robert  Robertjean.  I  claim  and  make  title  by  virtue  of  long  possession,  and  valuable  im- 
provements made  by  me  thereon. 

JOSEPH  ROBERTJEAN,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eigiity-one  arpents,  more  or  less,  it  being  four  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by 
eighteen  arpents  in  depth,  more  or  less,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  and  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  on  one 
side  by  tlie  lands  of  (he  late  Alexis  Peltier,  deceased,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Robert  Robertjean. 

Whereupon,  Batiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  year  1804,  when  this  deponent  left  river  Huron. 

Christian  Clemens,  Esq.  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  to  his  knowledge  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  in  the  year 
1799,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  140;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  OfBce  at  Detroit. 

No.  141.  Christian  Clemens.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esq. 
which  was  duly  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  310,  under 
the  date  of  30th  November,  1805. 

That  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  is  described  in  the  notice  filed  by  the  claimant 
with  the  former  commissioners  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  the  high  bank  of  said  river  at  a  blazed  black  oak, 
and  running  down  the  said  river,  with  the  meanders  thereof,  to  a  small  run  or  marsh  that  empties  into  said  river,  the 
distance  not  exactly  known,  but  supposed  to  be  about  fourteen  acres  or  arpents,  French  measure;  thence,  running 
from  the  mouth  of  this  small  run  or  marsh,  a  north  course,  foity  acres  or  arpents;  thence,  running  a  direct  course 
across  so  as  to  intersect  a  line  running  northwest  from  the  place  of  beginning,  at  the  distance  of  forty  acres  or  arpents 
from  the  said  black  oak;  the  whole  tract  containing  about  five  hundred  acres,  superficial  measure;  is  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Hurop,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Henry  Conner,  and  on  the  other 
side  by  lands  now  claimed  by  James  Abbott,  Esq. 

Whereupon,  Batiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  John  Conner  was  in  possession,  and  had  improved 
the  premises;  that,  about  the  year  1797  or  1798,  the  said  John  Conner  permitted  Nathan  Williams  and  Jared  Brooks 
to  build  a  still-house  on  the  premises;  and  that,  in  the  year  1801,  John  and  Richard  Conner  sold  to  the  claimant,  who 
continued  in  possession  and  occupancy  until  1804,  when  this  deponent  left  river  Huron. 

Joseph  Robertjean  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that  to  his  knowledge  the  claimant  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  these  seven 
years  past,  and  is  still  so. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  141;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  No.  131,  the  decision  of  which  was  postponed  by  the 
commissioners  on  the  13th  June  instant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  said  Joseph  Campeau  is  entitled  to  the  said  described 
tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a'certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  131;  and  that  he  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  June  16,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  142.  Francois  Lafontaine — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Lafontaine  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
volume  3,  page  95,  under  the  date  of  the  8th  February,  1806.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
arpents  of  land,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,_in  rear  by  uncon- 
ceded  lands,  above  by  lands  cl.aimed  by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Kilburn. 

Whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Redman  Condom  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Alexis  Laferte,  from  whom  the  present  claimant  purchased,  and  has 
continued  to  occupy  and  possess  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  142;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  143.  Jacques  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1, 
page  123,  under  the  date  of  19th  January,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents 
of  land,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  unconceded 
lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Hopkins,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  Godfroy. 

Whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Samuel  Driver  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  premises  since  that 
time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  143;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  144.  John  Tdckar. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Tuckar  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  Jiime  16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  CLiir,  con- 
taining four  and  a  half  or  five  acres  in  front,  and  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  bounded  above  by  lands 
claimed  by  James  Conner,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Edward  Tuckar.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a 
long  possession  and  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  my  late  father,  who,  by  his  last  will  and  testament, 
bequeathed  the  same  to  me. 

For  John  Tockar, 

CATHARINE  TUCKAR,  her  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  acres,  (but  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  whole,)  it 

being  four  and  a  half  or  hve  acres  in  front,  more  or  less,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  bounded  in  front  by 
river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Conner,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by 
Edward  Tuckar. 
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Whereupon,  as  evidence  of  his  claim,  the  claimant  exhibited  to  the  commissioners  a  legal  copy  of  the  will  of 
the  late  William  Tuckar,  his  father,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  viz.  "  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  John 
Tuckar  a  farm,  or  lot  of  land,  lying  on  the  river  Huron,  containing  about  four  acres  in  front,  bounded  south  on  the 
river  Huron,  east  by  lands  occupied  by  Edward  Tuckar,  north  on  Indian  or  wild  lands,  and  west  by  lands  occupied 
by  James  Conner." 

Baptiste  Comparet,Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  the  year  1804,  when  the  deponent  left  river  Huron. 

And  William  McScoft,  Esq.  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  in  1804,  and  has  con- 
tinued so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  144;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  145.  Edward  Tuckar.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Edward  Tuckar  to  a  tract  of  land; 
and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  ot  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  and  beang  on  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  about  five  acres  in  front,  more  or  less, 
extending  to  lake  St.  Cfair  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  above  by  lands 
claimed  by  John  Tuckar,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Michael  Tremble.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue 
of  a  long  possession  and  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  my  late  father,  who,  by  his  last  will  and  testament, 
bequeathed  the  same  to  me. 

For  Edward  Tuckar, 

CATHERINE  TUCKAR,  her  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains  about  five  acres  in  front,  more  or  less,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  is  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Tuckar,  and  below  by  lands  claimed 
by  Michael  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  as  evidence  of  his  claim,  the  claimant  exhibited  to  the  commissioners  a  legal  copy  of  the  will  of  the 
late  William  Tuckar,  his  father,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  viz. 

"  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Edward  Tuckar  the  farm  he  now  occupies,  containing  five  acres  in  front,  bounded 
east  by  Tremble,  north  on  Indian  or  wild  land,  west  on  a  farm  belonging  to  me,  adjoining  James  Conner." 

Wdliam  McScott,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1804,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  con- 
tinued so  to  this  day. 

This  claim  is  postponed  for  further  evidence. 

No.  146.  William  Tuckar.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Tuckar  to  a  tract  of  land 
on  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  about  six  acres  in  front,  more  or  less,  and 
extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  and  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  above  by  the 
lands  of  the  widow  Tuckar,  and  below  by  the  lands  claimed  by  Francois  St.  Obin.  1  make  claim  and  set  up  title 
by  virtue  of  a  long  possession  and  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  my  late  father,  deceased,  who,  by  his  last 
will  and  testament,  has  bequeathed  the  same  to  me. 

For  William  Tuckar, 

CATHERINE  TUCKAR,  her  X  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

Whereupon,  as  evidence  of  his  claim,  the  claimant  exhibited  to  the  commissioners  a  legal  copy  of  the  will  of  the 
late  William  Tuckar,  his  father,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  viz. 

"I  give  and  bequeath  unto  William  Tuckar  the  farm  he  now  occupies,  containing  six  acres  in  front,  be  it  more 
or  less,  bounded  south  on  the  river  Huron,  east  by  lands  occupied  by  Francois  St.  Obin,  north  on  the  lake  St.  Clair 
and  west  on  my  own  lands."  •      •    » 

This  tract  contains  about  six  acres  in  front,  more  or  less,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  (but  not  to  exceed 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  whole,)  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  above  by  the 
lands  of  widow  Tuckar,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Frangois  St.  Obin. 

Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bein"  duly  sworn 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796.  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of^the  oremises' 
and  continued  so  until  1804,  when  the  deponent  left  river  Huron.  ' 

William  McScott,  Esq.  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bein"  duly  sworn 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  in  the  year  1804''and  has  con' 
tinued  so  to  this  day.  ' ' 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  146;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  " 

No.  147.  Catherine  Tuckar,  in  trust  for  her  two  sons  Jacob  and  Charles.— The  Board  took  into  considera- 
tion the  claim  of  Catherine  Tuckar,  widow  and  executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  William  Tuckar 
deceased,  in  trust  for  her  two  sons  Jacob  and  Charles,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  her 
filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
S'ti^  Detroit,  June  16.  180S. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  for  myself 
and  my  two  sons  Jacob  and  Charles,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  about  twelve 
acres  in  front,  more  or  less,  and  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Huron  and 
in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  above  by  lands  now  claimed  by  Michael  Tremble,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  my 
son  William  Tuckar.  I  make  claim,  and  set  up  title,  by  virtue  of  a  long  uninterrupted  possession  of  more  than 
twenty  years,  and  by  valuable  improvements  made  by  my  late  husband,  and  in  conformity  to  the  entry  made  by  my 
late  husband  with  the  former  commissioners,  in  vol.  1,  page  42,  under  the  date  of  9th  January,  1805;  which  tract  of 
land  he  left  me,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  during  my  natural  life. 

^.,         „  ,  CATHERINE  TUCKAR,  her  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audraik. 
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This  tract  contains  twelve  acres  in  front,  more  or  less^,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  (but  not  to  exceed 
six  huiuli-ed  and  foriy  acres  in  the  whole)  is  bounded  in  Iront  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  below  by 
the  lands  claimed  by  William  Tuckar,  and  above  by  iamis  claimed  by  Michael  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  as  evidence  of  her  claim,  the  claimant  exhibited  to  the  commissioners  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  her  late  husband,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  viz. 

"  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Catherine  Tuckar,  my  trusty  and  well  beloved  wife,  the  farm  I  now  live  on,  together 
with  all  the  buildings,  stock,"  &c. 

"I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Jacob  Tuckar  and  Charles  Tuckar,  my  youngest  sons,  (after  the  death  of  their 
mother)  the  farm  I  now  live  on,"  &c. 

Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  William  Tuckar  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  year  1804,  when  the  deponent  left  river  Huron. 

And  William  McScott.  Esquire,  was  also  brought  forward  .is  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1804,  the  late  William  Tuckar,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  has  occupied  the  same  to 
this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  147;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  June  IT,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  148.  Phfllis  Peltier.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Phillis  Peltier  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  17,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  1  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  about  twelve  acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Nicholas  Chapoton, 
and  above  by  a  creek,  (or  coulee,  called  ventre  de  bcEuf. )  1  claim  and  set  up  title  by  possession  of  more  than 
fifteen  years'  cultivation,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

PHILLIS  PELTIER,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  it  being  twelve  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Nicholas  Chapoton,  and 
above  by  a  creek,  (or  a  coulee,  called  ventre  de  bceuf.) 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Par6  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  fifteen  years  ago  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  cultivated  the  premises,  and  has 
continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  148;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  149.  Jean  Baptiste  Pare. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Pare,  to  a  tract 
of  land  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  17,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  about  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St. 
Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Dube,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis 
Laforge.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  fifteen  years'  possession  and  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by 
me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  PARE,  his  X  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by 
unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Dube,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Laforge. 

Whereupon,  Phillis  Peltier  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  one  Cayet  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Franjois  Dupre,  who  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant, 
who  has  occupied  it  ever  since  to  this  day. 

Fraufois  Dupre  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
and  said,  that  he,  the  deponent,  purchased  tlie  premises  from  Cayet,  and  possessed  the  same  until  he  sold  to  the 
claimant,  wlio  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  until  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  149;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  June  18, 1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  150.  Francois  St.  Obin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Fransois  St.  Obin  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  the  northeast  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peteu  Audrain,  Esquire,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  18,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 

land,  situate  and  being  on  the  northeast  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation, arpents 

of  land,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear 
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by  lake  St.  Clair,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Tuckar,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Michael  Tremble. 
I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  my  late  father,  since 
the  year  1791  until  he  died. 

FRANCOIS  ST.  OBIN,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents  of  land,  (not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  whole) 

it  being  four  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake 
St.  Clair,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Tuckar,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Michael  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  late  Louis  St.  Obin,  father  to  the  claimant,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179G,  and  had  continued  so  until  1804,  when  this  deponent  left 
river  Huron.  ^ 

Christian  Clemens,  Esquire,  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  in  the  year  1804,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  150;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  151.  Francois  St.  Obix.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Francois  St.  Obin  to  a  tract 
of  land  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clairj  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  18,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 

land,  situate  and  being  on  river  Huron,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 

by  said  river  Huron,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Chapoton,  and  west  by  lands  of  Jacques  Loson,  and  in  rear  by  lake 
St.  Clair,  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those 
from  whom  I  derive  title. 

FRANCOIS  ST.  OBIN,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  (but  not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,)  it 

being  three  acres  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake 
St.  Clair,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  one  Chapoton,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  Loson. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Michel  Coinparet  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  ot 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Louis  Baudin,  and  that  this  farm  was  in  constant  occupation  until 
1804,  when  this  deponent  left  river  Huron. 

Christian  Clemens,  Esq.  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  premises  have  been  in  constant  occupation  for  these  seven  years  past. 

Postponed  for  further  evidence. 

No.  152.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau,  deceased. — The  Board  took  info  consideration  the 
claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  at  Grand  Ma- 
rais;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  on  the  14th  June,  instant,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I,  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau,  do  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit 
the  claim  of  my  mother  and  children,  as  heirs  of  my  late  father,  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  at  Grand  Marais,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containine,  by  estimation,  one  hundeed  and 
twenty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  boundeil  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  and  in 
rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Charles  Chovin,  and  below  by  Henry  Campeau.  I  claim  and  make  title  by 
virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  my  late  father. 

.  JEAN  BAPTISTE  CAMPEAU,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Chovin, 
and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Henry  Campeau. 

Whereupon,  Gabriel  St.  Obin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalfof  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau,  deceased,  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died,  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children  have  occu- 
pied the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  152;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  153.  Gabriel  St.  Obin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  St.  Obin  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  Grand  Marais;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  13th  June  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  13,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following  tract 
of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  three 
arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  farm  of  Jacques  St.  Obin,  and  in  the  rear  by  unsettled 
lands,  on  one  side  by  Francjois  Rivard,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Joseph  Laparle.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by 
virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

GABRIEL  ST.  OBIN,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Robert  Abbott. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  farm  of  the  late  Jacques  St.  Obin,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  un- 
conceded lands,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Laparle. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Laparle  was  brought  forward  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and 
said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  con- 
tinued so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  153;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  besur- 
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veyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Xo.  154.  Louis  CocHois.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Cochois  to  a  tract  of  land  situ- 
ate at  Grand  Maraisj  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  13th  June,  instant,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Regisler  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  13,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following 
tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  of  land,  it  being 
three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  a  farm  of  Baptiste  Laderoute,  and  in  rear  by 
unsettled  lands,  on  one  side  by  Joseph  Laparle,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Pierre  Rivard.  I  make  claim  and  setup 
title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

LOUIS  COCHOIS,  his  X  mark. 
Witness,  Robert  Abbott. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  a  farm  claimed  by  Baptiste  Laderoute,  in  rear  by  unsettled  lands,  on  one  side 
by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Laparle,  and  on  the  other  side  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Gabriel  St.  Obin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  v/as  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  154;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  155.  Joseph  Laparlk. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Laparle  to  a  tract  of  land  at 
Grand  Marais;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  13th  June  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  13,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following 
tract  of  land,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front 
by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  farm  of  Gabriel  St.  Obin.  and  in  the  rear  by  unsettled  lands,  on  one  side 
by  Gabriel  St.  Oliin,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Louis  Cochois.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JOSEPH  LAPARLE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Robert  Abbott. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  is 
bounded  in  front  by  a  farm  claimed  by  Gabriel  St.  Obin,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claim- 
ed by  Gabriel  St.  Obin,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Cochois. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Cochois  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  155;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  156.  Jean  Baptiste  Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Bap- 
tiste Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur,  to  two  tracts  of  lands,  (now  united  in  one  farm,)  which  was  entered  with  the  former 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  37,  under  date  of  7th  January,  1805. 

This  farm  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed 
by  Pierre  Bonhomme,  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Laurent  Griffard. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bein" 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  156;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  157.  Francois  Ambroise. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Frangois  Ambroise,  Jun.  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  1,  page  150,  under  the  date  of  20th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  three  and  a  half  acres  in  front  by  forty 
acres  in  depth,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  northwest  side  of  lake  St-  Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  lake,  in 
rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  upper  part  by  lands  claimed  by  Bazile  Criqui,  and  on  the  lower  side  by  lands 
claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur. 

Whereupon,  Bazile  Criqui  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  that  Michel  Duchene  had  sold  his  right  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  the 
same  to  this  day. 

Jean  Baptiste  Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  thirteen  years  ago,  Etienne 
Duchene  took  possession  of  the  premises,  and  built  a  small  house  thereon. 

Postponed  for  further  evidence. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  June  20,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment- 
No.  158.  Martin  Nadault.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Martin  Nadault  to  a  tract  of 
Innd  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Aux  Sables;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  Saturday  last  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  18,  1088. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Aux  Sables,  containing  six  arpents  in  front,  and  extendingto  river  Aux  Raisins, 
bounded  east  by  lands  now  claimed  by  Baptiste  Fontaine,  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Riopel.  I  claim  and 
make  title  by  virtue  of  a  deed  from  Porlier  Benac  to  me,  recorded  by  George  Hoflman,  late  register,  in  bookB, 
naee  175,  and  by  virtue  of  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  and  said  Porlier  Benac. 
^^  ^  ^  MARTIN   NADAULT. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front,  extending  to  river  Raisins, 

bounded  east  by  lands  now  claimed  by  Baptiste  Fontaine,  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Antolne  Riopel,  (tlie  whole  not 
to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. ) 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Lenfant,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Porlier  Benac  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to 
this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  fcertificate  shall  be  No.  158;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  159.  Louis  Lenfant,  Jun. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Lenfant,  Jun.  to  a  tract 
of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  Saturday  last  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  qf  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
SSir:  Detroit,  June  18,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  of  land 
it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands, 
above  by  Antoine  Campeau,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  my  father,  Joseph  Lenfant.    I  claim  by  virtue  of  pos 
session  and  occupancy  of  more  than  twenty  years,  and  of  valuable  improvements  made  by  me  thereon. 

LOUIS  LENFANT,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Cam- 
peau, and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Lenfant,  father  to  the  claimant. 

Whereupon,  Martin  Nadault  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  without  any  interruption  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  159;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantify  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  160.  Joseph  Menard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Menard  to  a  farm  on  the 
south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol. 
1,  page  198,  under  the  date  of  23d  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty -six  arpents,  more  or  less,  it  being  four  arpents  and  one 
pole  in  front  by  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  bounded  in  trontby  river  Raisins, 
in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Baptiste  Drouillard,  above  by  the  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  Navarre,  and  below  by 
lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Robert. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Susor  wasbrought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  about  twenty-four  years  ago,  the  claimant  took  possession,  occupied  and  improved  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  premises, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  160;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  161.  Joseph  Robert. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Robert  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  1,  page  293,  under  the  date  of  the  4th  of  February,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Kaisins,  in  rear,  south  30°  west  by  magnet,  by  uncon- 
ceded lands,  on  the  east  by  Cadet  Louis  Susor,  and  on  the  west  by  Joseph  Menard. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  161;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  162.  Jean  Marsac— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Marsac  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
at  the  point  of  L'ance  creuse;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  qf  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  June  20,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claini  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  the  point  of  L'ance  creuse,  containing  about  four  arpents,  more  or  less,  in  front,  by  forty  arpents  m 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above,  northeast,  by  Charles  Chovin,  and 
below,  southwest,  by  Louis  Leduc,  dit  Perez.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvement  made  by  me. 

JEAN  MARSAC,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  more  or  less,  it  being  about  four  arpents  in 
front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  bji  unconceded  lands,  above,  northeast,  by 
lands  claimed  by  Charles  Chovin,  and  below,  southwest,  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Leduc,  dit  Perez. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  several  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  162;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  163.  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  at  L'ance  creuse;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 
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To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  20,  1808. 

Take  notice  Ihat  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  L'aiice  creuse,  containing  five  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair, 
and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Phillis  Peltier,  and  below  by  Pierre Lanoue.  I  claim  and  setup  title  by 
virtue  of  a  long  possession  and  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  NANTAY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents  of  land,  it  being  five  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
is  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Phillis  Peltier,  and 
below  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Lanoue. 

Whereupon.  Jean  Marsac  v.as  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  about  fourteen  years  ago,  the  claimant  took  possession,  and  cultivated  the  premises  for  seven 
j'ears. 

Robert  Thomas  was  sworn,  and  deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  lived  on  the  premises,  and  has  cultivated  the  same 
these  six  or  seven  years  past,  but  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  claimant's  prohibition;  and  that,  at  the  time  he  took 
possession  of  the  premises,  the  land  had  been  idle  for  about  two  years. 

Postponed  for  further  evidence. 

No.  1G4.  Joseph  Mitresse,  dit  Sansfacon. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Mitresse, 
(lit  Sansfaqon,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  L'ance  creuse;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit: 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  20,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  two  tracts  of 
land,  situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  now  united  in  one  farm,  containing  nine  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Baptiste  Ble,  and  below  by  Charles  Chovin- 
I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession  and  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

JOSEPH  MITRESSE,  dit  SANSFACON. 

This  tract  contains,  by  eistimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  nine  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by 
Baptiste  Ble,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Chovin. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Nicholas  Patenaude  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  six  arpents  in  front  of  the  aforesaid  tract,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Antoine  Cecil,  from  whom  the 
claimant  has  purchased,  and  that  he  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  since  that  time  to  this  day;  that  Pierre 
Laparle  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  other  three  arpents  in  front,  and  gave  them  to  Louis  Champagne, 
who  sold  the  same  to  the  claimant,  who,  since  that  time,  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  the  two  following  deeds,  to  wit: 

Terrttoike  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  ss. 

En  presence  des  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Antoine  Cecille,  maitre  forgeron,  demeurant  dans  le  district 
susdit,  lequel  reconnoit  et  confesse  avoir  par  ces  presentes  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et 
pour  toujours  a,  Joseph  Sansfa<;on,  du  district  susdit,  ses  pretentions  sur  une  terre  de  six  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante 
de  profoudeur,  s'ils  se  trouvent  situes  dans  L'ance  creuse,  district  Huron,  sur  le  bord  du  lac  St.  Clair,  tenant 
un  cote  du  nord  au  dit  Joseph  Sansl'a^on,  et  du  cole  du  Sausoy  a  Charles  Chovin,  fils,  sur  les  memes  titles  qu'il  I'a 
acquise  de  Nicholas  Patenaude,  fils,  et  de  Henry  Campeau,  sans  s'obliger  de  lui  garantir  d'aucun  efiet  quelconque  si 
non  deluietde  ses  hoirs  ayant  cause,  et  dont  le  dit  Joseph  Sansfason  dit  avoir  vu  et  visitte  dont  il  est  content  et 
satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  est  ainsi  faitte  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cinquante  pounds  de  la  Nouvelle  York, 
egaile  a  cent  vingt-cinq  piastres,  payables  comme  cy-apres,  savoir:  dix  pounds  au  ler  Juin  prochain,  de  I'annee 
1806,  et  dix  pounds  dans  le  cours  de  Novembre  de  la  meme  annee,  et  pour  le  parfait  payement,  il  sera  echu  dans  le 
cours  de  Juin  de  I'annee  1807,  et  pour  la  surete  du  dit  payement  la  ditte  terre  est  de  ce  moment  et  restera  hypo- 
thequee  au  dit  Antoine  Cecil  jusqu'au  parfait  payement.  Car  ainsi  sont  convenues  les  dittes  parties.  Fait  et  passe 
dans  le  district  susdit  le  23  Novembre,  I'an  1805,  et  le  dit  Antoine  Cecil  a  signe  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte,  ainsy 
aue  le  dit  Joseph  Sansfacon,  qui  a  aussi  signe  en  presence  des  temoins. 

JOSEPH  SANSFACON,    [l.  s.] 

Antoine  Dequindre,  temoin,  J.  P.  ANTOINE  CECILLE.       [l.  s.] 

Detroit,  Comte  de  Wayne: 

Par  devant  le  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  residant  au  Detroit,  fut  present  le  nomme  Louis  Champagne, 
demeurant  dans  la  cote  du  nord -est  de  la  paroisse  de  St.  Anne,  lequel  reconnoit  par  ces  presentes  avoir  vendu,  cede, 
quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  ses  propres  et  de  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  I'avenir  seulement,  au  Sr-  Joseph  Sansfacon  a  ce  present,  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  de  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  proiondeur,  sise  au  nord  du  lac  St.  Clair,  pre- 
nant  par  devant  au  bord  du  dit  lac,  bornee  d'un  cute  au  nord-est  a  Charles  Dulac,  et  de  I'autre  cote  au  sud-ouest  ;i 
Henry  Campeau,  avec  une  petitte  maison,  une  ecurie,  clotures,  &c.;  tel  et  ainsi  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et 
comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  sans  en  rien  reserver  ny  retenir,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit 
bien  connoitre,  dont  il  est  content  et  satistait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement  ainsi  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  vingt  cinq  pounds,  cours 
de  la  Nouvelle  York,  laquelle  somme  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  regu  du  dit  .Sansfagon,  avant  la  passation  des 
presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  tous  autres;  et  au  moyen  de  que  dessus  le  dit  Louis  Champagne  a  transporte, 
et  transport  au  dit  Joseph  Sansfagon,  ses  dits  hoirs.  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms, 
raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  de  propriete  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  maison,  &.c.  voulant  et 
entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsi  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 
Car  ainsy  sont  conveniies  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  en 
Tetude  du  dit  notaire  le  12  Octobre,  I'an  1802,  et  ont  signe  et  scelle  apres  lecture  faitte. 

LOUIS  CHAMPAGNE,  sa  X  marque,  [l.  s.] 
JOSEPH  SANSFACON.  [l.  s.] 

Presence  de  Charles  Moran. 

Fs.  D.  Bellecour,  ^0^  Pub.  [l.  s.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  farm,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  164;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  165.  Joseph  Dube.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Dube  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
at  L'ance  creuse;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
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To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  20,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  the 
following  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying  and  being  on  L'ance  creuse,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing  by,  estima- 
tion, one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  three  arpents  m  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  Baptiste  Pierre,  and  on  the  other  side  by 
Pierre  Lanoue.  1  make  claini  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me 
or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JOSEPH  DUBE,  his  +  mark. 
Witness,  Robert  Abbott. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  aipents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Bap- 
tiste Pierre,  and  on  the  other  siile  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Lanoue. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1"9G,  Nicholas  Valne  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Charles  Chovin,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased  the  same, 
which  he  has  possessed  and  occupied  since  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  connnissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  1G5;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  166.  Louis  Susor.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Susor  to  a  farm  on  the  south 
side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume 
1st,  page  331,  under  the  date  oT  November  30,  1805. 

This  farm  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  eighty  acres  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  La  Grande  Coulee,  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Ignace 
Tuot,  dit  Duval,  and  on  the  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Robert. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de  • 
posed  and  said,  that,  about  eighteen  years  ago,  the  claimant  took  possession,  occupied  and  improved  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  166;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit- 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  June  22,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adiournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Edward  Tuckar,  which  was  postponed  for  further  evidence  on  the  16th 
day  of  this  month.  Whereupon,  Louis  Campeau,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and' 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  to  possess  and  occupy  the  same  to  this  day, 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  145,-  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  167.  Joseph  Rowe.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Rowe  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the' 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  June  22,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situatfe  on  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents  of  land  it 
being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unconceJed 
lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Bazile  Laforge,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Phenix. 
I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those 
from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JOSEPH  ROWE: 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  westerly  by  lands  claimed  by  Bazile 
Laforge,  and  easterly  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Phenix. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Campeau,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 
And  the  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit  to  him,  iii 
the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit,  of  the  river  Huron,  district  of  Huron,  and  ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  a  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  me  in  hand  paid,  at  and  before  the 
signing,  sealing,  and  delivering  these  presents,  have  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  and,  by  these  presents,  dogrant, 
bargain,  sell,  and  convey,  unto  Joseph  Rowe,  of  said  place,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  lot  of  land,  contain- 
ing six  arpents  in  front,  bounded  north  by  said  river,  westerly  by  lands  belonging  to  Bazile  Laforge,  easterly  by  a 
lot  belonging  to  Pierre  Phenix,  and  south  by  unsettled  lands,  with  all  the  app'urtenances  thereunto  belonging;  and 
the  said  Antoine  N.  Petit  doth  hereby  relinquish  and  make  over  to  the  said  Joseph  Rowe,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  al  I  his 
right,  title,  claim,  interest,  or  demand,  of  the  said  lot  of  land;  and  the  said  Rowe  is  to  hold  the  said  lot  of  land  with- 
out the  least  suit,  molestation,  or  trouble,  from  the  said  Antoine,  or  any  other  person  claiming,  or  to  claim,  by,  from, 
or  under  him. 

In  witness  whereof,  he  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  at  river  Huron,  this  26th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1807,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  thirty-first,  and  affixed  his  seal. 

ANTOINE  NICHOLAS  PETIT,  his  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 
In  presence  of  Louis  Campeau. 

District  of  Huron,  October  26,  1807. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit,  and  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  own  free  act  and 
deed.  Before  me, 

LOUIS  CAMPEAU,  Juge  a  Paix. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  167;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
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veyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  168.  Louis  Campeau,  Esq — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Campeau,  Esq.  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  river  Huron  ot  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  1,  under  date  of  1st  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  eighty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  fourteen  arpents  in  front  by 
twenty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  west  by  lands  claimed  by 
Joseph  Campeau,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Bazile  Laforge. 

Whereupon,  George  JVIeldrum  was  brought  Ibrward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  .... 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  168;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  laud  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  169.  Jean  Baptiste  Drouillard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Drouil- 
lard  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  <lay  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  ,     :,      ,  ^m  ■-> 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  IJetroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  June  22,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  river  Detroit,  below  river  Ecorces,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents 
in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands 
claimed  by  Jonathan  Schiettelin,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Andre  Vige.  1  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  vir- 
tue of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  and  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  DROUILLARD,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents  of  land,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above,  northeast,  by  lands  claimed 
by  Jonathan  Schiettelin,  and  below,  southwest,  by  lands  claimed  by  Andre  Vige. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Dufour  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  thirteen  years  ago,  and 
that  he  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  .... 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  ''commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  o( 
land  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  169;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
LandOffice  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  June  23,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

170.  Jean  Baptiste  Vernier,  dit  LADoucEirR. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste 
Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur,  to  a  tract  of  land  at  L'ance  creuse;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  18th  June  instant  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gjR.  Detroit,  June  18,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  at  a  place  called  L'ance  creuse,  containing  five  or  six  aipents  in  front,  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Francois  Ambroise,  and  south- 
west by  Nicholas  Patenaude.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  possession  of  thirteen  years'  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  by  me.  ^^^^  BAPTISTE  VERNIER,  dit  LADOUCEUR,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  five  or  sis  arpents  in  .front,  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Francois  Ambroise,  and 
southwest  by  Nicholas  Patenaude.  •    ^  .    ,f    r .,      .  •        .,,-,. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179'6,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  .         .  ,    ,        , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  170;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay,  which  was  postponed  on  the  20th  instant  for  further 
evidence.     CSeeNo.  163.) 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Coquillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  ol  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  heard  Robert  Thomas  acknowledge,  in  his  presence,  that  he  considered  himself  as 
tenant  of  Jean  JSapliste  Nantay,  on  the  farm  now  under  consideration.    Postponed  (or  further  consideration. 

No.  171.  Joseph  Livernois,  Jun. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Livernois,  Jun.  to  a 
tract  of  land  situate  at  Prairie  Ronde;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Regsiter  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  June  22,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  set  up  title  and  make  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the 
District  of  Detroit,  containing  four  arpents  in  breadtli  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  by  the  lands  of  John  Harvey  in 
front,  by  unconceded  lands  in  rear,  on  the  northeast  by  the  lands  of  E.  Brush,  Esq.,  and  on  the  sputhwest  by  the 
lands  of  Joseph  Livernois,  Sen.,  which  I  hold  and  possess  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  exchange  from  Louis  Barthe. 

JOSEPH  LIVERNOIS,  Fits. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Harvey,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed 
by  Elijah  Brush,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Livernois,  Sen.  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his 
claim,  produced  the  following  deed  of  exchange,  to  wit: 
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Detroit,  Comle  de  Wayne: 

Par  devant  le  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  lesidant  au  Detroit,  furent  presents  le  sieur  Joseph  Liver- 
nois,  demeurant  dans  la  cote  du  sud-ouest,  de  cette  ville,  d'une  part,  et  Louis  Bartiie,  demeurant  dans  la  cote  du 
nord-est,  d'autre  part,  lesquels  reconnoissent  avoir  (ait  entre  eux  I'ecliange  et  permutation  reciproque  ties  terres  cy- 
apr^s  declarees,  avec  promesse  de  garantir  I'un  envers  Pautre  de  leurs  propres  (aits,  ainsy  que  de  tootes  dettes  hypo- 
theques,  et  alienations  quelconques;  premierement  a  ete  delaisse  par  le  dit  Joseph  Livernois  au  dit  Louis  Barthe  un 
terrein  de  quatre  arpents  de  front  siirquarante  de  prot'ondeur,  a  ce  present,  et  acceptant  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs.  ct  ayant 
cause  al'avenir,  et  pour  enjouirdes  a.  present  et  a  toujours,  sis  en  has  de  la  ditte  cote  du  sud-ouest  al'endniitnomme 
La  Belle  Fontaine  prenant  par  devant  au  bord  de  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  borne  d'un  cote  au  nord-est  a,  utie  terra 
appartenante  au  Sieur  John  Askin,  et  de  I'autre  cote  aux  autre  terns  du  dit  Sieur  Askin,  et  par-derriere  a  quarante 
arpents  joignant  la  terre  du  dit  Livernois,  dont  les  dits  quatre  arpents  de  front  fesaient  partie;  et  le  dit  Louis  Barthe 
a  delaisse  en  contre  echange  au  dit  Livernois  avec  la  meme  garantie,  et  pour  enjouir  aussi  des  a  present  un  autre 
terrein  aussi  de  quatre  arpents  de  front,  a  coinmencer  au  bout  de  quarante  arpents  de  la  ditte  riviere,  et  de  la  en 
profondeur  quarante  arpents  sur  une  terre  bornee,  aii  nord-est,  au  dit  Sieur  John  Askin,  et  de  I'autre  cote  a  una 
autre  terre  appartenante  au  dit  Livernois,  et  en  profondeur  jusqu'au  bout  des  quatre  vingt  arpents  de  la  riviere  du 
Detroit,  et  par  devant  au  bout  des  quarante  premiers  arpents,  commedit  est,  les  dittes  terres  ainsy  echan^ees  telles 
qu'elles  sont  a  present,  et  sans  retour,  d'une  part  ni  d'autre,  dont  les  dittes  parties  se  quittent  respectivement  se 
transportant  I'un  ii,  I'autre  tous  droits  de  propriete  qu'ils  avaient  sur  les  dittes  terres  susechangees,  disant  ctre  con- 
tent et  satisfait.    Car  ainsy  a  ete  convenu  entre  les  parties,  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit  en  I'etude  du  dit  notaire  le  16  Fevrier,  I'an  1802,  et  ont  sigue  et  scelle  apres  lecture 
faitte. 

Ainsy  signe  a.  ['original  remis  a  Louis  Barthe. 

JOSEPH  LIVERNOIS,  [l.  s.l 
LCUIS  BARTHE.  [l.  s.] 
Presence  de  Charles  Moran, 

Francis  D.  Bellecour,  Not.  Pub-  [l.  s.] 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Barthe  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  transfeiTed  it  to  the  claimant,  in  exchange  for  another  tract  of  land;  since  which 
time  the  claimant  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  171;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Reoister  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  June  24,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  172.  John  Askin,  Jun. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Askin,  Jun.  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  north  side  of  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  by  Elijah  Brush.  Esq.,  his  agent,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  Bistrict  of  Detroit: 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  in  the  District  and  Territory  aforesaid. 
I  hereby  make  entry  of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  river  Huron,  in  the 
district  and  territory  aforesaid,  being  twelve  and  a  half  acres  in  front  upon  said  river,  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded  on 
the  upper  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Christian  Clemens,  on  the  lower  side,  and  in  rear,  by  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  front  by  the  said  river,  being  part  and  parcel  of  the  lands  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  McConse  meadows,  which  I  claim  by  virtue  of  a  long  and  uninterrupted  possession  and  improvement. 

E.  BRUSH, 

Attorney  for  John  Jiskin,  Jun. 
Detroit,  June  23,  1808. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  twenty -five  acres,  it  being  twelve  and  a  half  acres  in  front  by 
fifty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear,  and  on  one  side,  by  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Christian  Clemens. 

Whereupon,  Henry  Tuckar  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Descoteaux  began  to  improve  and  cultivate  the  premises, 
by  order  of,  and  for  the  benefit  of,  the  claimant;  that,  some  time  after,  the  claimant  had  a  house  built;  that,  after- 
wards. Christian  Clemens  tenanted  the  premises  for  the  claimant,  and  erected  fences,  and  has  continued  to  culti- 
vate the  land  to  this  day. 

Christian  Clemens  being  also  sworn  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  deposed  and  said,  that,  he  has  been 
a  tenant  of  the  claimant,  and  has  cultivated  the  said  tract  of  land  for  these  six  or  seven  years  past 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  172;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  173.  James  Abbott.  Esq.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Abbott,  Esq.  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  June  24,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  lying  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  Huron,  that  empties  in  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  it  being  ten  and 
a  half  acres  in  front  by  sixty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  lands  of  the  United  States,  above 
by  a  button  wood  tree  about  one  acre  above  a  certain  small  creek  that  empties  itself  in  said  river,  and  below  by  un- 
located  lands.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  by  those  from 
whom  I  derive  title. 

JAMES  ABBOTT. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  it  being  ten  and  a  half  acres  in  front,  by  sixty 
in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lands  of  the  United  States,  above  by  a  buttonwood  tree 
about  one  acre  above  a  certain  small  creek,  and  below  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Henry  Tuckar  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Edward  Hezell  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  and  im- 
provements of  the  premises,  by  cultivating  the  land  and  building  a  house,  and  raised  on  that  land  two  crops;  and 
since  that  time,  Hezell  informed  the  deponent  that  he  had  sold  his  improvements  to  the  late  James  Abbott,  (lather 
of  the  claimant,)  deceased;  and  that  Christian  Clemens  afterwards  improved  and  cultivated  the  premises  to  this  day. 
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Christian  Clemens  was  also  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  fur  these  eight  years  past,  he  lias  tenanted  the  premises,  and  pays  rent  to  the  claimant. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  James  Abbott,  Esq.  of  Detroit,  for  and  in  consideration  of  five  shillings. 
New  York  curreficy,  to  me  m  hand  well  and  truly  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  granted, 
bargained,  sold,  alienated,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  bargain,  sell,  alien,  and  confirin,  unto  my  son, 
James  Abbott,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate  and  lying  on  the  south-southeast  of  river 
Huron,  OP  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  ten  acres  in  breadth,  and  eighty  acres  in  depth,  the  said  tract  beginning  at 
an  otter  pond,  and  running  up  the  said  river  the  breadth  of  ten  acres;  the  whole  containing  eight  hundred  acres,  more 
or  less,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  whatever  to  the  said  tract  of  land  belonging,  or  anywise  appertain- 
ing, and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  &c. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  my  said 
son,  James  Abbott,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  for  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  him,  my  said  son,  James,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  James  Abbott,  for  myself  and  my  heirs,  and  against  myself  and  my  heirs 
and  assigns,  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  and  will  defend  and  forever  warrant  by 
virtue  of  these  presents.  In  vvitness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,'and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroit,  this  15th 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  the  twenty-third. 

JAMES  ABBOTT,     [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Peter  Audrain, 
Robert  Abbott. 

Wayne  County,  ss. 

Personally  came  before  me,  James  May,  of  Detroit,  Esq.  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  and 
for  the  said  county  of  Wayne,  James  Abbott,  Esq.  who  acknowledged  the  above  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  at  Detroit,  this  15th  day  of  December,  1798. 

JAMES  MAY. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  173;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  OflSce  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  June  25,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  174.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Jacob  Thomas,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Jacob  Thomas,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  at  L'ance  creuse,  which  was  entered  by 
Pien-e  Lanoue  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  308,  under  date  of  No- 
vember 30, 1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by 
Baptiste  Nantay,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Dube. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Jacob  Thomas,  deceased,  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children  have  oc- 
cupied the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  174;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, an(l  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  175.  Louis  Petit. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Petit  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the 
south  side  of  river  Huron,  of  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  I-and  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  399,  under  the  date  of  December  19,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear 
by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  now  claimed  by  Pierre  Plienis,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed 
by  Joseph  Carapeau. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Cannellier  was  in  posession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  8th  of  May,  1797,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  also  possessed  and 
occupied  until  1804,  when  this  deponent  left  river  Huron. 

Pierre  Phenix,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises  in  1804,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  175;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  176.  Pierre  Phenix. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Phenix  to  two  tracts  of  land, 
now  united  in  one  farm,  situate  on  river  Huron,  of  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  AudRain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  25,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  farm  situate 
on  river  Huron,  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Hu- 
ron, in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Joseph  Rowe,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Joseph  Capipeau.  I 
claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom 
I  derive  title. 


Peter  Audrain,  witness. 


PIERRE  PHENIX,  his  x  mark. 


This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Rowe, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Campeau. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Petit  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Lapaline  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, that  is  to  say,  of  the  lower  tract  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to 
one  Provost,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  ever  since  to  this  day. 
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With  respect  to  the  upper  tract  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  the  deponent  saith,  that,  previous  to 
the  1st  of  July,  179G,  the  same  Lapaline  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until 
he  sold  to  the  late  Nathan  William,  deceased,  who  sold  to  Joseph  Bonvouloir,  who  sold  to  Joseph  Cherbonneau, 
from  whom  the  claimant  purchased,  and  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  premises  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Territoirb  de  Michigan: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Joseph  Cherbonneau,  du  district  du  Detroit,  lequel  a  declare 
avo'.r  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte.  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  ;i  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  toutes  dettes,  hy- 
potheqiies,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  trouble  et  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  (cxcepte  de  la  part 
des  Etats  Unis)  ii  Pierre  Phenix,  du  district  de  Huron,  a  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,pour  lui.ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  Pavenir,  line  terre  sise  et  situee  a  la  riviere  Aux  Hurons,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistant  en  trois  ar- 
pents de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  Aux  Hurons,  au  nord-est  par  An- 
toine  Petit,  et  au  sud-est  et  par  derriere  aux  terres  non  concedees;  tel  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de 
toutes  parts,  ensemble  les  batiments  susconstruits,  circonstances.  et  dependances  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  con- 
noitre.  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait.  Cette  yente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement  ainsi  fait  pour  et  moyennant 
la  somme  de  trente-trois  pounds  quatorze  chelings,  cuurs  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  et  de 
clare  avoir  regu  comptant  du  dit  acquereur  avant  la  passation  des  presentesj  I'entient  quitte  et  decharge  ainsi  que 
tons  autres.  Au  moyen  de  quoy  le  dit  Joseph  Cherbonneau  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  trans- 
porte au  dit  Pierre  Phenix,  ses  hnirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  Tavenir,  tons  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions, 
qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il^  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine  par 
qui  et  ainsi  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes.  Faite  et  passe  au  Detioit  le  16  jour  d'Aout,  en  I'an  de  notre 
Seigneur  1806;  et  le  dit  vendeur  a  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  de  temoins  apres  lecture  faitte. 

JOSEPH  CHERBONNEAU.  [l.  s.] 
Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Peter  Audrain. 
Territorv  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
district  of  Detroit,  Joseph  Cherbonneau,  the  above  grantor,  who  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing 
to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that  as  such  it  may  be  recorded.  In  testimony  where- 
of I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  this  16th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1806. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  Justice  of  Peace. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  176;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  177.  Joseph  Lenfant.  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Lenfant,  Sen.,  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  re^fi  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  21,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  farm  on 
which  I  have  lived  these  twenty-four  years,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in 
front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  the  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  a!om^  by  lands  claimed 
by  my  son  Joseph,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Messrs.  Godfroy  and  Beaugrant.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  a  long  and 
uninterrupted  possession,  occupancy,  and  valuable  improvements  made  by  me  thereon. 

For  Joseph  Lenfant,  Sen. 
Peter  Audrain,  ivitness.  JOSEPH  LENFANT,  Jun. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Lenfant, 
Jun.  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Messrs.  Godfroy  and  Beaugrant. 

V>'hereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been  in  constant  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  for  more 
than  twenty  years  past. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  177;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  178.  Pierre  Phenix.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Pierre  Phenix  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron,  of  the  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  25,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  river  Huron,  containing  three  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
said  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Joseph  Campeau,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Louis 
Petit.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me,  or  those  from 
whom  I  derive  title. 

PIERRE  PHENIX,  his  X  mark. 
Peter  Audrain,  tvitness. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by 
Joseph  Campeau,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Petit. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Petit  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Antoine  Petit  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Petit,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has 
occupied  and  cultivated^the  same  since  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  ~ 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  178;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  179.  Bazile  Pepin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Bazile  Pepin  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  river  Detroit,  below  river  Ecorces;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 
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To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  25,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  below  river  Ecorces,  on  river  Detroit,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side,  above,  by  Andre  Vige,  and  on 
the  other  side  by  Etienne  Lebeau.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  im- 
provements made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

BAZILE  PEPIN,  his  X  mark. 
Peter  Addrain,  witness. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  is  situate  on  river  Detroit,  below  river  Ecorces,  and  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in 
rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Andre  Vige,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste 
Lebeau. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Jean  Baptiste  Fontaine  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this 
day.    The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 
Detroit,  Comte  cle  Wayne: 

Par  devant  le  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  residant  au  Detroit,  fut  present  le  nonime  Jean  Baptiste 
Fontaine,  demeurant  a  la  riviere  Aux  Raisins,  cote  du  sud-ouest  de  la  paroisse  St.  Antoine,  de  ce  comte,  lequel 
reconnoit  par  ces  presentes  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte  et  delaisse,  des  maiiitenant  et  a  toujours,  avec 
garantie  de  ses  propres  faits,  ainsi  que  de  toutes  dettes,  hypotheques  quelconques,  au  nomme  Bazile  Pepin,  a  ce 
present,  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  l'avenir,une  tcrre  de  deux  arpents  de  front  sur 
cent  vingt  de  profondeur,  sise  au  nord-ouest  de  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  en  bas  de  la  riviere  ditte  Aux  Ecorces,  preiiant 
par  devant  au  bord  de  la  ditte  riviere  du  Detroit,  bornee  d'un  cote  au  nord-est  a  Andre  Vige,  et  de  I'autre  cote  au 
sud-est  a  Pierre  Delorier,  avec  tous  les  batiments  susconstruits,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur 
dit  bien  connoitre,  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait.  Cette  vetite,  cession,  transporte  et  delaissement,  ainsi  faitte  pour 
le'prix  et  somme  decinquante  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,laquelle  soninie  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  reju 
comptant  avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge;  et  au  moyen  de  ce  le  dit  Jean 
Baptiste  Fontaine  a  de  ce  moment  transporte  et  transporte  au  dit  Bazile  Pepin,  ses  dits  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a 
I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  batimens,  clotures,  &c.  susven- 
du,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu 
des  presentes;  et  il  a  ete  accorde  entr*  les  parties  que  le  dit  vendeur  ne  sera  responsable  d'aucun  des  faits  du  Gou- 
vernement  des  Etats  Unis  ou  autre  a  I'avenir.  Car  ainsy  sont  convenues  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  promettant,  &c. 
obligeant,  &c.    Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  le  trois  d'Avril,  Pan  1805,  et  ont  signe  et  scelle  apres  lecture  faitte. 

JEAN  BTE.  FONTAINE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
BAZILE  PEPIN,  sa  X  marque  [l.  s.] 
Presence  de  Louis  Lognon, 

Th.  D.  Belleoour,  Not.  Pub.  [l.  s.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  179;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  i-eturned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  June  27,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  180.  Francois  Rivard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Rivard  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  river  Detroit,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  25th  of  June  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  25,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  river  Detroil,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques 
St.  Obin,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Chapoton.  1  claim  title  to  the  above  tract  of  land  by 
virtue  of  possession,  and  improvements  made  by  me  in  1795,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

FRANCOIS  RIVARD. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  St. 
Obin,  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Chapoton. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Chapoton  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  180;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  181.  Antoine  Rivard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Rivard  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  27,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  river  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  and  one-fourth  arpents  in 
front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  by 
lands  claimed  by  Louis  Moran,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  also  claimed  by  Louis  Moran-  I  claim  title  to  this  tract 
of  land  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  and  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ANTOINE  RIVARD. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  and  one-fourth  arpents 
in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands 
claimed  by  Maurice  Moran,  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Moran. 

And  thereupon  Charles  Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Jean  Batiste  Rivard,  deceased,  father  to  the 
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claimant,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the 
claimant  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  gift  made  him  by  his  father,  dated  the  22d 
September,  1801;  which  deed  the  claimant  produced,  and  is  hereafter  entered.  With  respect  to  the  forty  arpents 
of  the  second  concession,  the  deponent  saith  that  the  late  Jean  Batiste  Rivard  made  no  other  use  of  them  than  in 
cutting  a  road  to  go  back  for  firewood.  The  deed  of  gift  exhibited  by  the  claimant  is  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

Detroit,  Comte  dc  Wayne: 

Par  devant  le  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  residant  au  Detroit,  fut  present  le  sieur  Jean  Batiste 
Rivard,  demeurant  sur  sa  terre  dans  la  cote  du  nord-est,  de  la  paroisse  Ste.  Anne,  dans  le  dit  comte,  lequel  a  par 
ces  presentes  fait  donation  pure,  simple,  et  irrevocable,  en  la  meilleure  forme  que  faire  se  peut,  et  pour  plus  grande 
validite  promet  gararitir  de  tout  trouble,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  enipecliements  generallement 
quelconques,  a  Antoine  Rivard,  son  fils,  demeurant  avec  lui,  a  ce  present,  et  acceptant  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  I'avenir,  d'une  terre  de  deux  arpents  de  front,  (et  plus,)  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  sise  dans  la  ditte  cote 
et  paroisse,  prenant  par  devant  au  bord  de  la  riviere  Detroit,  bornee  au  nord-est  a  Maurice  Moran,  et  de  I'autre  cote 
au  sud-ouest,  a.  Louis  Moran,  avec  une  maisqn,  grange,  etable,  verger,  jardin,  et  toutes  les  circonstanees  et  depeii- 
dances  de  la  ditte  terre,  instruments  d'agriculture,  meubies  de  mena|;e  dans  la  ditte  maison,  ainsy  que  tous  les 
animaux,  comma  chevaux,  boeufs,  vaches,  cochons,  &c.,  en  un  mot  generallement  tout  ce  qui  peut  appartenir  et 
appartient  au  dit  d{mateui- qui  veutet  entend  que  son  dit  tils  Antoine  en  jouisse  des  a  present  sans  aucune  inter- 
ruption, de  la  part  de  ses  autres  enfans,  et  pour  par  lui,  ou  ses  ayant  cause,  a  I'avenir  en  disposer  comme  bon  lui 
semblera,  en  vertu  des  presentes,  sans  par  le  dit  donateur  en  rien  reserver  ni  retenir.  Cette  donation  ainsy  faitte 
pour  recompenser  les  bons  services  que  son  dit  fils  lui  a  rendus  et  continue  de  lui  rendre  tous  les  jours,  et  en  outre 
de  par  le  dit  Antoine,  de  loger,  nourir,  entretenir  de  hardes  et  linge  propre  son  dit  pere  durant  tout  le  tems  qu'il 
plaira  a  Dieu  de  le  laisser  vivre,  et  d'avoir  bien  soin  de  luy,  tant  en  sante  qu'en  nialadie,et  en  cas  de  maladie  de  le 
soigner  et  faire  soigner  de  son  mieux,  et  apres  son  deces  de  le  faire  inhumer  decemment,  comme  il  convient;  ce  a 
quoy  le  dit  Antoine  s'oblige  ainsi  que  de  consulter  son  dit  pere  dans  toutes  les  atFaires  qu'il  aura  ou  fera,  durant  le 
tems  qu'il  aura  bonne  connoissance,  et  de  lui  obeir  et  respecter  comme  un  bon  fils  doit  faire;  comme  le  dit  donateur 
doit  a  son  dit  fils  une  somme  d'argent  pour  la  part  qui  lui  levient  de  sa  defunte  mere,  et  des  gages  qui  lui  sont  diis 
pour  deux  ans  et  plus  par  un  engagement  fait  entre  eux,  les  parties  se  tiennent  quittes  reciproquement.  Et  au 
moyen  de  tout  ce  que  dessus  le  dit  sieur  donateur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte  et  transporte  a  son  dit  fils  Antoine 
tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  fonds,  tres  fonds,  et  autres  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre  a  lui  donnee, 
maison,  &c.  &c.  dont  il  s'est  par  ces  presentes  desaissi  et  devetu  au  profit  et  en  faveur  du  dit  donataire,  voulant 
qu'il  en  suit  saisi  et  mis  en  bonne  possession  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  liittes  presentes,  comme  etant  sa 
volonte.  Car  ainsi,  &c.  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  le  22Septembre,  I'an  1801,  et 
ont  signe  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte  des  presentes,  presence  de  temoins  et  de  nous  dit  notaire,  qui  avons  signe  et 
appose  notre  cachet  d'office  jour  et  an  susuit, 

JEAN  BTE.  RIVARD,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
ANTOINE  RIVARD.  [l.  s.] 

Alexis  Cerrait,  dit  CoquiLLARD, 

Joseph  Beseau, 

Frs.  D.  Bellecour,  Not.  Pub.  [l.  s.] 

Et  ie  meme  jour  est  comparu  par  devant  moy,  Patrick  McNiif,  ecuyer,  un  des  Juges  des  Plaidoyers  Communs 
pour  le  dit  comte,  le  sieur  Jean  Rivard  et  Antoine  Rivard  son  fils,  lesquels  ont  declaieque  le  present  est  leur  veri- 
table act  lequel  ils  ont  signe  et  pose  leurs  cachets  voulant  que  foy  y  soit  ajoutee. 

PATRICK  McNIFF,  J.  C.  C.  Pleas. 
Detroit,  ?e  92  Seplembre,  1801. 

Postponed  for  further  considei-ation. 

No.  182.  MoRioE  Moran. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Morice  Moran  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2, 
page  103,  under  the  date  of  32d  Februaiy,  1806.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  ninety  arpents,  it  being  two 
and  one-fourth  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands, 
northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Gouin,  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Rivard. 

Whereupon,  Frangois  Rivard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  182;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  June  28, 1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Antoine  Rivard,  No.  181;  and,  from  the  evidence  given  before  them,  it 
doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  two  arpents  and  one-eighth  of  an  arpent  in  front  by 
forty  arpents  in  depth  of  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  no  more,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof, 
which  certificate  shall  be  No.  181;  and  that  he  cause  the  sarne  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the 
quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  183.  Laurent  Griffard.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Laurent  GrifFard  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  1,  page  61,  under  the  date  of  8th  November,  1805. 

This  tiact  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Ba- 
tiste Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Henry  St.  Bernard. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Monet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  twenty  years  ago,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  con- 
tinued so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No-  183;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  184.  Jacques  Allard — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Allard  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Lanu  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  above  Grosse  Pointe,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  (wanting  one  perch)  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St. 
Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Baptiste  Celoron,  on  the  other  side  by  Louis  Grift"ard. 

For  JicquES  Allard, 

PETER  AUDRAIN. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being;  three  arpents  (wanting  one 
perch)  ill  front  by  forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by 
lands  claiiiied  by  Baptiste  Celoron,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Griftard. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Poupard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  several  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  (he  commissioners  thattheclaimantisentitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  184;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Of- 
fice at  Detroit. 

And  then,  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  June  29,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
^    No.  185.  IcHABoD  Leech.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Ichabod  Leech'' to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol. 
1,  page  50,  under  the  date  of  9th  January,  1805. 

fhis  tract  contains  about  eight  arpents  in  front,  more  or  less,  by  eighty  in  depth,  (but  not  to  exceed  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  the  whole,)  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  west  by  Barney 
Parker,  east  by  Israel  Ruland. 

Whereupon.  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796.  one  Medard  Labadi  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jacob  Visger,  Esq.  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  who  has 
since  that  time  possessed  or  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  185;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  186.  George  Cotterall. — The  claim  of  Colonel  George  Cotterall  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St. 
Clair,  was  taken  into  consideration;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

To  Peter  Aubrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  northwest  side  of  river  St.  Clair,  containing  ten  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
bjf  river  h>t.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Jean  Baptiste  Daunay,  and  on  the  other  by  widow 
Mini.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvement  made  by  me  or  those  from 
whom  I  derive  title. 

GEORGE  COTTERALL. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  acres,  it  being  ten  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  is  bounded 
in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Daunay,  and 
on  the  other  by  lands  claimed  by  widow  Mini. 

Whereupon,  Capt.  Alexander  Harrow  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

Postponed  for  consideration. 

No.  187.  George  Cotterall,  Jun.,  Henry  Cotterall,  John  Cotterall,  James  Cotterall,  Datid  Cotter- 
all.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  George  Cotterall,  Jun.,  and  of  his  brothers,  Henry,  John. 
James,  and  David,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  by  George  Cotterall,  their 
ather,  in  their  behalf,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follov-iing,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  a  claim  for  my  sons  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river 
St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lauds,  on  one  side  by  Pierre  Lemay,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Jean  Baptiste  Dau- 
nay.    I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  thereon. 

GEO.  COTTERALL, 
For  George  Coilerall,  Jun.  Henry  Cotterall,  John  Cotterall,  James  Cotterall,  and  David  Cotterall. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  the  late  Pierre 
Lemay,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Daunay. 

Whereupon,  Capt.  Alexander  Harrow  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Col.  Geo.  Cotterall,  father  to  the  claimants,  was  in 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  gave  it  to  the  claimants,  his  children,  who  have 
possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

In  support  of  the  claim,  the  following  deed  was  exhibited,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  George  Cotterall,  Sen.,  yeoman,  of  the  river  St.  Clair,  that,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  good  will,  love,  and  affection  which  I  bear  unto  George  Cotterall,  Jun.  and  brothers,  all  of  the 
said  river  St.  Clair,  nave  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  give  and  grant,  unto  the  said  George  Cotterall, 
Jun.  and  brothers,  theirheirs  and  assigns,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  ofland,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north-north- 
west side  of  the  said  river  St.  Clair,  bounded  northerly  by  the  farm  occupied  by  Pierre  Lemay,  southerly  by  the  farm 
occupied  by  Jean  Batiste  Yax-,  easterly  and  in  front  by  the  said  river,  and  extending  back  from  thence  the  distance 
of  thirty-five  acres,  and,  in  the  whole,  containing  about  four  hundred  and  ninety  acres;  and,  also,  all  and  singular  the 
appurtenances  unto  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  all  the  estate,  right, 
title,  interest,  claim,  property,  or  demand,  whatsoever,  of  me,  the  said  Geoige  Cotterall,  Sen.  of,  in,  and  to  the  land 
and  premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  lands  and  premises,  with  ail  and  every 
of  their  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  George  Cotterall,  Jun.  and  brothers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  the  only  proper 
use  and  behoof  of  the  said  George  Cotterall,  Jun.  and  brothers,  their  heirs  or  assigns.  And  I,  the  said  George  Cotte- 
rall, Sen;  for  myself,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  claiming,  or  to  claim,  by,  from,  or  under  me,  shall  warrant  and 
defend  by  virtue  of  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  1  have  unto  these  presents  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  river  St.  Clair,  this  8th  day 
of  October,  A.  D.  1804. 

GEORGE  COTTERALL.  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 

Robert  H.  McNiff, 

Jean  Batiste  Donait,  his  x  mark. 
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Michigan  Territory,  ss. 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  District  Court  of  Huron  and  De- 
troit, George  Cotterall,  senior,  and  acknowledged  the  above  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the 
purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded.  In  testimony  whereof,  J  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seal,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  this  29th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1808. 

JAMES  ABBOTT,  [l.  s.] 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Huron  and  Detroit. 
This  claim  is  postponed  for  consideration. 

No.  188.  Alexander  Harrow. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Captain  Alexander  Harrow  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  ■  Detroit,  June  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by 
Toussaint  Chovin,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Harrow.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a 
long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ALEXANDER  HARROW. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
is  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Toussaint  Chovin, 
and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Harrow. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  George  Cotterall  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  first  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

Postponed  for  consideration. 

No.  189.  Alexander  Harrow. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Captain  Alexander  Har- 
row to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  -;ind  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  June  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front 
by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  John  Harrow, 
and  on  the  other  side,  below,  by  a  creek.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  long  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ALEXANDER  HARROW. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth, 
is  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Harrow, 
on  the  other  side,  below,  by  a  creek. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  George  Cotterall  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  there  were  no  improvements  then  made  on  said  tract  of  land,  and 
no  improvements  are  now  made,  but  that  the  claimant  has  made  use  of  it  as  a  meadow,  and  has  cut  his  fire  wood  on 
it  before  the  1st  July  1796,  and  ever  since. 

Postponed  for  consideration. 

No.  190.  Alexander  Harrow. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Captain  Alexander  Harrow 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Point  aux  Trembles,  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  hied  this  day  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  29, 1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
laud,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  eight  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair, 
in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side,  below,  by  William  Hill,  and  on  the  other  side,  above,  by  unconceded 
lands.  1  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvement  made  by  me  or  those 
from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ALEXANDER  HARROW. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  it  being  eight  acres  in  front,  by  forty  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side,  below,  by  lands  claimed  by 
William  Hill,  above,  by  unconceded  lands. 

Whereupon,  Ignace  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Champagne  was  in  possession  arid  occupancy 
of  the  premises;  that,  one  year  after,  he  sold  to  one  Pratt,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased  the  same  year,  anil 
has  continued  possession  by  renting  the  premises  to  this  day. 

Postponed  for  consideration. 

No.  191.  Samuel  Cribble. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Samuel  Cribble  to  a  tract  of  land» 
situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit^ 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St. 
Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side,  above,  by  William  Thorn,  on  the  other  side,  below,  by  James 
Cartright.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or 
those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

SAMUEL  CRIBBLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Cartwright,  and 
above  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Thorn. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  George  Cotterall  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Captain  Alexander  Harrow  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the 
same  to  this  day. 

Postponed  for  consideration.  1  , 
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No.  192.  Meldrum  and  Park.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  tlie  claim  of  George  Meldrumi  for  Meldrum 
and  Park,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  hiin  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 
Commissioners  of  Land  Office  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Please  take  notice,  and  enter  on  your  records  a  farm  belonging  to  Meldrum  and  Park,  bounded  on  the  northeast 
by  the  river  Lassaline,and  on  the  southwest  by  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  the  rear 
by  other  lands  of  the  claimants,  containing  twenty  and  a  half  acres  in  front,  by  thirty-one  acres  back. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  it  being  twenty  and  a  half  acres  in  front  by 
thirty-one  acres  in  depth,  is  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  river  Lassaline,  on  the  southwest  by  other  lands  of  the 
claimants,  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  other  lands  of  the  claimants. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796.  he,  the  deponent,  was  living  on  the  said  tract 
of  land,  as  a  tenant  of  the  claimants,  for  and  during  a  little  more  than  a  year:  that  one  Durocher  lived  on  it  for  a 
year  after;  after  which  time,  one  Dupre  lived  on  it  at  least  two  years  and  a  half,  also  as  a  tenant  of  the  claimants. 

Postponed  for  consideration. 

No.  193.  Meldrum  and  Park- — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  by  George  Meldrum  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 
Commissioners  of  Land  Office  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Please  take  notice  and  enter  on  your  records  a  farm  belonging  to  Meldrum  and  Park,  bounded  on  the  southwest 
by  the  river  of  Vase,  and  on  the  northeast  by  Meldrum  and  Park,  on  the  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  on  the  rear  by 
lands  of  the  claimants,  containing  twenty  and  a  half  acres  in  front,  and  thirty -one  acres  back. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  it  being  twenty  and  a  half  acres  in  front  by 
thirty-one  acres  in  depth,  is  bounded  southwest  by  the  river  Aux  Vases,  northeast  by  other  lands  of  the  claimants,  in 
front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  other  lands  of  the  claimants. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Letourneau  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1795,  he,  the  deponent,  was  living  on  the  premises,  as  a  tenant  of  the 
claimants  and  remained  thereon  one  year;  that,  on  his  quitting,  one  Louis  Barret,  and  one  Durocher,  came  and 
lived  on  tiie  premises,  and  remained  one  year;  afterwards,  one  Francis  Beriau  lived  on  the  premises  more  than 
three  years;  that  one  Dupre  occupied  afterwards  two  years. 

Postponed  for  further  consideration. 

No.  194.  Michel  Tremble. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Michel  Tremble  to  a  tract  of  land 
on  river  Huron,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page 
181,  under  the  date  of  22d  November,  1805.  ,.      ,     ,  ,     ,,       ^         •.  .  l        ,j. 

This  tract  contains  three  acres  m  front,  extending  back  to  the  lake  about  sixteen  or  twenty  acres,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  St.  Obin,  and  below  by  lands 
claimed  by  Robert  Robertjean.  ■    ,    ■    ,r   rii       ••        ^     u     u-       ii 

Whereupon.  Michel  Duchene  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  of  tlie  claimant,  wtio,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  Nicholas  Chapoton  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  previous  to  the  1st  July, 
1796    and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  194;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  195.  (2d.)  Michel  Tremble. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  Michael  Tremble  to 
another  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  northeast  side  of  river  Huron,  of  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the 
former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  181,  under  the  date  of  22d  November,  1805. 

Thif.  tract  contains  six  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  bv  uncon- 
ceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Edward  Tuckar,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
the  late  William  Tuckar,  deceased.  •    u  .    if   f.i      i  ■        .       i      u-      ji 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Comparet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duty 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796.  one  Henry  Tuckar  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Christian  Clemens,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and 
has  possessed  and  occupied  until  1804,  when  this  deponent  left  river  Huron.  Michel  Duchene,  being  also  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been  in  constant  occupancy  of  the  premises  from  1804  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  195;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  196.  The  heirs  of  Jacob  Hill,  deceased.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Hill, 
for  himself,  and  for  his  brothers  and  sisters,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed 
this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gjK-  Detroit, /wne  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  (for  myself, 
my  brothers  and  sisters)  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  six  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  George  Meldrum,  on  the  other 
side  by  Joseph  Bassinet.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made 
by  me  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title.  -..rrr  t  t  .»;,  tjtt  t    u- 

'  WILLL\M  HILL,  his  x  mark. 

Peter  Audrain,  witness. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  is 
bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  George  Meldrum,  and 
below  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Bassinet.  ■     u  l  >r    <■  ,u      i  •       .      i.      v,  ■       .  ■ 

Whereupon,  Ignacc  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  ttie  cfaimant,  wlio,  being  duly 
sworn  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Jacob  Hill  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the 'premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  his  children  and  heirs  have  possessed  and  occu- 
pied the  same  to  this  day.  .    .  .  ^    ,.       u        i        i    i  .      ^    r 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land  for  himself,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  196;  and 
that  'he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be 
returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 


iSOr.]  LAND    CLAIMS    IN    THE    MICHIGAN    TERRITORY.  ggi 

No.  197.  (2d.)  The  heirs  of  Jacob  Hill,  deceased.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of 
William  Hill,  for  himself,  and  for  his  brothers  and  sisters,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  no-, 
tice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  1  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the.  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  northwest  side  of  river  St.  Clair,  containing  three  acres  in  front  by  i'urty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  George  Meldium,  and  on  the  other  side  by 
Captain  Harrow.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or 
those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

WILLIAM  HILL,  his  x  mark. 
Peter  Audrain,  luitness. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  George  Mel- 
drum,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Alexander  Harrow. 

Whereupon,  Ignace  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Jacob  Hill,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  children  and  heirs  have  possessed 
and  occupied  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  197;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  tlie  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  198.  Ignace  Champagne. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Ignace  Champagne  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St. 
Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Pierre  Delorme,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Frangois  Chartier.  I 
claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom 
I  derive  title. 

IGNACE  CHAMPAGNE,  his  X  mark. 

Peter  Audrain,  witness. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  vSt.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre 
Delorme,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Charlier:  whereupon,  William  Hill  was  brought  for- 
ward as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st 
July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  198;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  199.  Francois  Ambroise  Tremble- — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Frangois  Ambroise 
Tremble  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  northwest  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  150,  under  the  date  of  20th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  three  and  a  half  acres  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  upper  side  by  lands  claimed  by 
Bazile  Crequi,  and  on  the  lower  side  by  lauds  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur:  whereupon,  Jean 
Baptiste  Vernier,  ditLadouceur,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witnessinbehalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Etienne  Duchene  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  for  three  years  afterwards;  made  a  present  of  the  same  to  his  first  cousin,  Michel  Du- 
chene, from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  occupied  the  same  these  seven  years  past. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  199;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 


No.  8. 

Transcript  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  1st  to 

the  30th  July,  inclusively,  1808. 

Friday,  July  1,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjoui'nment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Samuel  Cribble,  No.  191,  which  was  postponed  for  consideration  on  the 
29th  ultimo. 

Whereupon,  the  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Alexander  Harrow,  of  the  river  St.  Clair,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Samuel  Cribble,  of  said  river,  the  receipt  whereof  I  hereby 
acknowledge,  have  bargained,  alienated,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  do  bargain,  alienate,  and  sell,  to  the  said 
.Samuel  Cribble,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  farm  or  tract  of  land,  ot  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  acres 
in  depth,  lying  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  above  named  river  St.  Clair,  and  at  present  occupied  by  the  said  Samuel 
Cribble;  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  St.  Clair,  on  the  northeast  by  the  centre  of  a  creek,  and  the  land  of  William 
Thorn,  on  the  southwest  by  the  land  of  James  Cartwright,  and  in  the  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  with  all  and  every 
the  improvements  on  the  same:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurte- 
nanceSj  from  nie,  my  heirs,  and  executors,  to,  and  in  favor  of,  him,  the  said  Samuel  Cribble,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
for  their  sole  use  and  behoof,  forever. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  territory  of  Michigan,  this  28th  day  of 
June,  1808. 

ALEXANDER  HARROW,  [l.s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

George  Cotterall,    J.  Batiste  Comparet. 


362  PUBLIC   LAND?.  Li8or. 

Michigan  Territory,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  the  39th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1808,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  under- 
signed, one  of  the  Judges  of  the  District^Court  of  Huron  and  Detroit,  Alexander  Harrow,  Esquire,  the  within  grantor, 
wno  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  own  free  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  desires  that 
it  may  be  recorded  as  such. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  day  and  year  as  above  written. 

JAMES  ABBOTT,  [l.  s.] 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Huron  and  Detroit. 

And  thereupon  it  dotli  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  191;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  200.  James  Harrow. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jam^s  Harrow  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  .  Detroit,  June  30, 1808. 

Take  notice 'that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  claim  of  ray  son, 
James  Harrow,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  on  the  northeast  by  my  lands,  on  the  southwest  by  lands  belonging  to  my  son  John,  in  front  by  river  St. 
Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands.  I  claim  for  my  said  son  James,  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  posses- 
sion, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

JAMES  HARROW. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Alexander  Harrow,  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Harrow,  in  front 
by  river  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  Cotterall  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Captain  Alexander  Harrow  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  made  it  over  to  the  claimant,  by  a  deed  of  gift  here  annexed,  and  has  con- 
tinued the  possession  in  behalf  of  the  claimant  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Alexander  Harrow,  of  the  river  St.  Clair,  for  the  love  and  affection  which 
I  have  and  bear  to  my  sons,  James  and  John  Harrow,  of  said  river  St.  Clair,  have  alienated  and  transferred,  and  do 
hereby  alienate  and  transfer,  and  make  over,  that  is,  to  my  said  son  James,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  sixteen 
acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth,  lying  on  the  northwest  side  of  said  river  St.  Clair,  commonly  called  Petit 
Claus  point,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  my  lands,  on  the  southwest  by  lands  of  John  Harrow,  in  front  by  the  said 
river  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  And  to  my  said  son  John,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  of  six- 
teen acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth,  lying  on  the  northwest  side  of  said  river  St.  Clair,  commonly  called  Point 
Office,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  lands  of  James  Harrow,  on  the  southwest  by  my  lands,  in  front  by  said  river  St. 
Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  with  all  and  every  the  improvements  on  the  respective  premises:  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  same,  and  every  part  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  said  James  and  John  Harrow,  respectively, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  their  sole  use  and  behoof,  respectively,  forever. 

In  witness  whereof.  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  territory  of  Michigan,  this  28th  day  of 
June,  1808. 

ALEXANDER  HARROW,    [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 

George  Cotterall, 
Samuel  Cribble. 
Michigan  Territory,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  the  29th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1808,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  the  under- 
signed, one  of  the  Judges  of  the  District  Court  of  Huron  and  Detroit,  Alexander  Harrow,  Esquire,  the  within  donor, 
who  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  voluntary  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  desires  that 
it  may  be  received  as  such. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  day,  month,  and  year,  as  above  written. 

JAMES  ABBOTT, 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Huron  and  Detroit. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  200;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  201.  John  Harrow. — The  Board  took  ittto  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Harrow  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  river  St.  Clair:  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  .  Detroit,  ^wwe  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  tiow  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  claim  of  my  son. 
John  Harrow,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded 
on  the  northeast  by  lands  belonging  to  my  son  James,  southwest  by  my  lands,  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  and  in 
rear  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  tor  my  said  son  John,  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements  made  by  me. 

ALEXANDER  HARROW. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Harrow,  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Alexander  Harrow, 
in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  Cotterall  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Alexander  Harrow  was  in  possession  of  the  premises  until  he 
made  it  over  to  the  claimant  by  a  deed  of  gift,  (as  above)  and  that  Captain  Hanow  kept  possession  for  the  claimant 
to  this  day.  The  deponent  further  says,  that  there  are  no  improvements  made  on  the  premises,  no  fences 
erected,  and  no  land  cultivated;  and  that  Captain  Harrow  has  always  used  the  premises  as  meadow  land,  and  has 
supplied  himself  with  wild  hay  out  of  it;  and  that  no  persons  cut  hay  thereon,  without  the  permission  of  Captain 
Harrow.    Postponed  for  consideration. 

No.  202.  Pierre  Mini. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Mini  toa  tract  of  land,  situate  »:: 
river  St.  Clair:  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
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To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit, /m/t/ 1,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  St. 
Clair,  in  reai-  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Joseph  Bassinet,  and  below  by  Francois  Chartier.  I  claim  and  set 
up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

PIERRE  MINI,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Bassinet,  and 
below  by  lands  claimed  by  Pranjois  Chartier. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  Cotterail  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  in  possession  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  202;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  , 

No.  203.  (2rf.)  Pierre  Mini-— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Pierre  Mini,  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clairj'and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  1,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  iny  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  river  St.  Clair,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said 
river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Francois  Chartier,  and  below  by  unconceded  lands.  I 
claini  and^set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from 
whom  1  derive  title. 

PIERRE  MINI,  his  X  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain.  , 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois 
Chartier,  and  below  by  unconceded  lands.  Whereupon,  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit  was  brought  forward  as  a  wit- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the 
claimant  was  in  possession,  and  cultivated  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  And  thereupon  it  doth 
appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a 
certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  203;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the 
survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  204.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Antoine  Mini,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Antoine  Mini,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  19,  under  the  date  of  5th 
November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  it  being  six  and  a  half  acres  in  front  by 
fifty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Colonel 
George  Cotterail,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Fontenoy. 

W  hereupon,  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  twenty  years  ago  at  least,  the  late  Antoine  Mini,  deceased,  was  in  possession  anH 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  his  widow  and  heirs  have  occupied  the 
same  to  this  day.  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above 
described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  204;  and  that  he  cause 
the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plotof  tlie  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No-  205.  Jean  Baptiste  Bourdeaux. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptisle  Bourdeaux 
':o  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Aux  Sables,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  336,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  seventy-five  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Aux  Sables,  in  rear  by  river  Raisins  farms,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of 
Pierre  Solo,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Louis  Gaillard.  Whereupon,  Joseph  Bourdeaux  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to 
the  1st  July,  1796,  Antoine  Gaillard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he 
sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day.  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the 
commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof, 
which  certificate  shall  be  No.  205;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the 
quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  July  3, 1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Col.  George  Cotterail,  (No.  186)  which  was  postponed  for  consideration 
on  the  29th  June  last.  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners,  from  the  entry  made  with  the  former 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  55*  under  the  date  of  the  6th  November,  1805,  and 
from  the  testimony  adduced,  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  three  hundred  acres,  that  is  to  say,  ten  acres  in  front 
by  thirty  in  depth,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  186;  and  that  he  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  viiih  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Col.  George  Cotterail,  in  behalf  of  his  children,  (No.  187)  which  was  post- 
poned for  consideration  on  the  29th  June  last.  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners,  from  the  entry 
made  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  55,  under  the  date  of  the  6th 
November,  1805,  and  from  the  testimony  adduced,  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
that  is  to  say,  fourteen  acres  in  front  by  thirty  acres  in  depth,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certi- 
ficate shall  be  No.  187;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of 
landtherein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Captain  Alexander  Harrow,  (No.  188)  which  was  postponed  for  consider- 
ation on  the  29th  June  last.  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the 
above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  188;  and  that  he 
cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  laud  therein  contained,  to  be  returned 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Cafjtain  Alexander  Harrow,  (No.  189)  which  was  postponed  for  considera- 
tion on  tiic  29th  June  last.  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to 
the  above  described  tract  of  land;  therelore,  that  his  claim  thereto  be  rejected. 

No.  206.  Antoine  NtCHoLAs  Petit. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit 
to  a  tract  of  laud,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair:  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  7m/j/ 1,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Glair,  containing  about  seven  arpents,  or  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  royal 
measure  of  Paris,  in  front,  more  or  less,  and  thirty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  St.  Clair,  on  the 
north  by  a  lot  of  land  appertaining  to  the  widow  Mini,  on  the  south  by  the  farm  of  James  Robertson,  and  in  rear  by 
unconceded  lands.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by 
me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ANTOINE  NICHOLAS  PETIT,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  ten  arpents,  it  being  seven  arpents  in  front  by  thirty  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  north  by  lands  claimed  by  the  widow 
Mini,  and  south  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Robertson. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Mini  was  brought  forv/ard  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Antoine  Mini  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Robert  McNiff,  who  sold  to  Joseph  Rowe,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased,  and 
that  the  premises  have  been  in  constant  cultivation  to  this  day.  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the 
following  deed,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Robert  H.  McNiff,  of  the  river  St.  Clair,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  New  York  currency,  to  me  in  hand  paid  at  and  before  the  signing,  sealing,  and  delivery  of 
these  presents,  hath  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  unto  Joseph 
Rowe,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  lot  of  land,  containing  about  seven  arpents,  or  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty  feet,  royal  measure  of  Paris,  in  front,  more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  St.  Clair, 
on  the  north  by  a  lot  of  land  appertaining  to  the  widow  Mini,  on  the  south  by  the  farm  of  James  Robertson,  and  in 
the  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  extending  along  the  western  side  of  the  meadows,  with  all  the  appui'tenances  thereunto 
bel(ftiging;  and  the  said  McNitt'doth  hereby  relinquish  and  make  over  to  the  said  Joseph  Rowe,  his  heirs  and  as- 
,  signs,  all  the  right,  title,  claim,  interest,  or  demand,  of  the  lot  of  land,  without  the  least  suit,  trouble,  or  molesta- 
tion, from  the  said  McNift',  or  any  person  claiming,  or  to  claim,  by,  from,  or  under  him,  the  said  McNift' claiming 
the  piece  of  ground  that  is  under  fence  at  present,  until  the  latter  end  of  August  next,  for  the  purpose  of  reaping 
the  produce  of  what  grain  is  sowed  within  the  said  enclosure,  and  the  spring  grain  that  the  said  McNift'  is  to  sow 
thereon.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  unto  these  presents  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  the  river  St.  Clair,  this  10th 
day  of  February,  A.  D.  1807. 

ROBERT  H.  McNIFF.  [l.  s.] 

Witness  present,  George  Cotterall. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  above  Robert  H.  McNiff,  and  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  free  act  and 
deed. 

GEORGE  COTTERALL,  Justice  of  Peace- 

I,  Joseph  Rowe,  do  hereby  relinquish  all  my  interest  and  claim  of  the  within  mentioned  lot  of  land  unto  Antoine 
Nicholas  Petit,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  and  the  said  Nicholas  is  to  hold  the  same  free  and  unmolested  from  me  or  any 
person  claiming  from,  by,  or  under  me. 

In  witness  M'hereof,  he  [hath  hereunto  set  his  hand,  and  affixed  his  seal,  this  26th  day  of  October,  1807,  at  river 
Huron.  .       I 

JOSEPH  ROWE.     [l.  s.] 

Witness  present,  Louis  Campeau. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above'  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  206;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  207.  Laurent  Maure. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Laurent  Maure  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  25,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  tlie 
south  side  of  the  river  Huron,  that  empties  in  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  arpents,  it 
being  four  arpents  in  front  by  about  fifty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph 
Robert,  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Campeau,  and  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  pos- 
session, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  in  1792,  and  continued  so  to  this  day. 

LAURENT  MAURE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  James  Abbott. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth,  boun- 
ded in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Cflair,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Robert,  and  below  by  lands 
claimed  by  Joseph  Campeau.  .  ■ 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1786,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  207;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  208.  Richard  Pattinson.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Richard  Pattinson,  as  grantee 
of  John  Askin,  Jun.  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  by  the  said  John 
Askin.  Jun.  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  229,  under  the  date  of 
November  26,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  acres,'  it  being  three  acres  in. front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Robert,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Batiste  Cicot,  in  front  by  river 
Raisins,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands. 

Whereupon,  Col.  John  Anderson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Batiste  Drouillard  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
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Dancy  of  (he  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Askin,  Jun.  who  possessed  and  tenanted  the  sanre  until 
lie  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  or  tenanted  the  premises  to  this  day.  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his 
claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  John,  Askin,  Jun.  of  the  town  of  Amherstburg,  Esquire,  in  the  county  of 
Es*ex,  in  the  western  district  and  province  of  Upper  Canada,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds, 
province  currency,  to  me  in  hand  paid  at  and  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  by  Richard  Pattin- 
son,  of  the  town  of  Sandwich,  in  the  county,  district,. and  province  aforesaid.  Esquire,  the  receipt  and  payment 
whereof  1  do  liereby  acknowledge,  and  thereof  doth  acquit  and  discharge  the  said  Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, and  administrators,  and  assigns,  by  these  presents,  hath  bargained,  sold,  remised,  released,  aliened,  and  quit 
claimed,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  remise,  release,  alien,  and  quit  claim,  unto  the  said  Richard 
Pattinson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  that  certain  parcel,  (ir  tract  of  land,  situate  and  lying  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  Raisins,  in  the  Michigan  territory  in  the  United  States  of  America,  containing  three  arpents,  more  or  less,  in 
front,  by  one  hundred  arpents,  more  or  less,  in  rear,  bounded  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  in  front  by  said  river,  west- 
erly by  Antoine  Robert,  easterly  by  Baptiste  Cicot,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  together  with  all  and  singular 
the  appurtenances  and  privileges  thereunto  belonging,  or  i;i  anywise  appertaining;  and  the  reversion  and  reversions, 
remiiinder  and  remaindeis,  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof,  and  all  the  esiate,  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  or  demand, 
whatsoever,  of  me,  the  said  John  Askin,  Jun.  of,  in,  and  to  the  aforementioned  premises,  with  the  appurtenances  there- 
unto belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  parcel  or  tract  of  land,  afore  described,  to 
the  said  Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  sole  and  only  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  said 
Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  John  Askin,  Ji-.  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators,  do  covenant,  grant,  promise,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  aforementioned  premises,  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  said  Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs, 
and  assigns,  against  all  and  every  person  or  persons,  lawfully,  or  equitably  claiming,  (Jr  to  claim,  the  whole  or  any 
part  thereof,  by,  'from,  or  under  me,  the  said  John  Askin,  Jun.  my  heirs  or  assigns,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  shall 
and  will  warrant,  and  forever  defend  by  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  liereunto  to  these  presents  set  ray  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Amherstbur%  this 
:35th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1807. 

JOHN  ASKIN,  Jun.    [l.  s.] 
Signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of 

E.  Brush, 
J.  Whipple. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  208;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, land  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to'be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  209.  Richard  Pattinson,  grantee  of  John  Askin,  Jr. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim 
of  Richard  Pattinson,  as  grantee  of  John  Askin,  Jr.  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which 
was  entered,  by  the  said  John  Askin,  Jr.  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1, 
page  229,  under  date  of  26th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimatiiin,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Franjois  Montour, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Aniable  Bellain. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  John  Anderson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Joseph  Carrier  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  1802,  when  he  sold  it  to  John  Askin,  Jr.  who  possessed  and  tenanted  the 
same  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  tenanted  the  premises  to  this  day. 
The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  John  Askin,  Jr.  of  the  town  of  Amherstburg,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  in 
the  vyestern  district  and  province  of  Upper  Canada,  Esquire,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds, 
province  currency,  to  me  in  hand  paid  at  and  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  by  Richard  Pattin- 
son, of  the  town  of  Sandwich,  in  the  county,  district,  and  province  aforesaid.  Esquire,  the  receipt  and  payment 
whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  and  thereof  doth  acquit  and  discharge  the  said  Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, administrators,  and  assigns,  by  these  presents  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  remised,  released,  aliened,  and 
confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  remise,  release,  alien,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Richard 
Pattinson,  in  his  actual  possession  now  being,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  that  certain  parcel  or  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  tlie  river  Raisins,  in  the  Michigan  territory,  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  with  all  houses  and  outhouses  thereon  erected,  containing  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  more  or 
less,  bounded  as  follows,  that  is  to  say:  in  front  by  said, river  Raisins,  on  the  southeast  side  by  Amable  Bellain,  on 
the  northwest  side  by  Frangois  ^Menard,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands;  together  with  all  and  singular  the  appurte- 
nances and  privileges  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder 
and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits  ihereof,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  or  demand,  wliatso- 
ever,  of  me,  the  said  John  Askin,  Jr.  either  in  law  or  equity,  of,  in,  and  to  the  aforementioned  bargained  premises, 
with  the  appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  premises  afore  particularly  mentioned  and  described,  to  the 
said  Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  to  the  sole  and  only  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  said 
Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  John  Askin,  Jr.  for  myself,  ray  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators,  do  covenant,  promise,  grant,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  aforementioned  premises,  in  the  qiiiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  said  Richard  Pattinson,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  against  all  and  every  person  or  persons  lawfully  or  equitably  claiming  or  to  claim  the  whole  or  any  part 
thereof,  by,  from,  or  under  me,  the  said  John  Askin,  Jr.  my  heirs  or  assigns,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  shall  and  will 
warrant  and  forever  defend  by  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  to  these  presents  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Amherstburg,  this  25th 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1807. 

JOHN  ASKIN,  Jr.  [L.S.] 
Signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of 

E.  Brush, 
J.  Whipple. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that'he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  209;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  210.  James  McGill. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  (No.  7)  of  Jaines  McGill  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north,  side  of  river  Raisins,  v/hich  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  135,  under  the  date  of  November  19,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Robb  and  brothers,  and 
west  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Traversis. 

•      Whereupon,  Colonel  John  Anderson-  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Israel  Ruland  was  living  on  the  premises  as  a  tenant 
of  John  Askin,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  that,  from  that  time  to  this  day,  the  premises  have  been 
constantly  occupied  by  tenants  under  John  Askiu  or  the  claimant. 
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And  thereupon  it  cloth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  210;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to-be  ret-urned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  July  5, 1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  ■ 

No.  21 1 .  Jonathan  Schieffelin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jonathan  Schieffelin  to  another 
tractof  land,  situate  on  river  Ecorces,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  De- 
troit, in  vol.  1,  page  163,  under  the  date  of  21st  November,  1805,  containing,  by  estimation, acres,  is  bounded 

southwesterly  by  other  lands  of  the  claimant,  northerly  by  river  Aux  Ecorces,  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by 
the  south  fork  of  the  river  Ecorces  ,  .  ' 

Whereupon,  Thomas  Smith,  Esq  was  brought  forward  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  by  tenanting  the 
same  to  one  Pierre  Michel,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  tenanted  the  same  to  the  same 
Pierre  Michel  to  this  day. 

Postponed  for  consideration. 

No.  212.  Jonathan  Schieffelin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Jonathan  Schieffelin  to 
a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  northerly  side  of  river  Ecorces,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  163,  under  the  date  of  21st  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  eighty  acres,  bounded  southerly  by  river  Ecorces.  northerly  by  lands 
claimed  by  Antoine  Baron,  jn  front  by  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  the  north  fork  of  river  Ecorces. 
.  Whereupon,  Thomas  Smith,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Ignace  Tudt,  dit  Duval,  cultivated  the  premises  as 
a  tenant  of  this  deponent;  afterwards,  Rene  Lebeau  tenanted  the  premises,  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has 
tenanted  the  same  until  this  day,  by  renting  the  same  to  Antoine  Baron.    Postponed  for  consideration. 

No.  213.  Nicholas  Chapoton. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Nicholas  Chapoton  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit  was  read  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit, /wie  13,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I,  Nicholas  Chapoton.  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  De- 
troit the  following  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  at  L'ance  creuse,  upon  lake  St.  Clair,  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  containitjg,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  in  front  four  acres,  and  in  depth  forty  acres, 
and  bounded  in  front  upon  lake  St.  Clair,  on  one  side  byjands  claimed  by  Phillis  Peltier,  and  on  the  other  side  by 
lands  in  possession  of  J.  B.  Nantay,  in  rear  by  uncultivated  lands.  1  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  pur- 
chase, possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements,  by  myself,  and  others  for  me. 

For  Nicholas  Chapoton, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,*  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
is  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Phillis  Peltier, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Batiste  Nantay. 

Whereupon,  the  six  following  witnesses,  who  had  been  regularly  subprenaed  by  the  claimant,  appeared  in  behalf 
of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  to  wit: 

Jean  Baptiste  Nantay  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  cut  a  stack  of  hay  on 
the  premises,  and  erected  a  fence  round  it,  but  cultivated  no  part  of  the  land,  and  made  no  improvements;  that 
Phillis  Peltier  had  built  two  houses,  one  of  which  has  been  burnt. 

Jean  Marsac,  dit  Punacha,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  once  cut  a  stack  of  hay,  but  had  made  no  improve- 
ments; that  Phillis  Peltier  had  built  a  house  on  the  said  tract,  about  two  and  a  half  arpents  this  side  of  the  bridge, 
and  that  the  said  Peltier  has  under  cultivation  between  seven  or  eight  arpents  in  breadth;  that  the  improvements  of 
the  said  Peltier  on  the  lower  end  of  the  farm  have  been  made,  as  the  deponent  believes,  since  the  Americans  took 
possession  of  this  country;  the  deponent  further  saith  that  the  Indian  Chiefs  gave  him  in  charge  not  to  suffer  any  per- 
sons to  settle  or  intrude  on  those  lands,  as  they  had  given  them  to  their  friends,  Peltier  and  Chapoton. 

Michel  Comparet  deposed  and  said,  that  Phillis  Peltier  built  a  house  two  and  half  arpents  this  side  of  the  bridge: 
that  Chapoton  has  mowed  hay  on  the  premises;  that  the  Indians  had  told  him  that  that  part  of  the  tract  joining  the  land 
claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay  was  for  Chapoton;  that  Peltier  mowed  hay  in  July,  and  Chapoton  mowed  by  the 
latter  end  of  August,  but  had  made  no  improvements. 

Pierre  Lanoue,  dit  Leblanc,  deposed  and  said,  that  about  six  years  ago,  Peltier  called  on  him,  (the  deponent,') 
and  requested  him  to  help  him  to  measure  four  arpents  and  two  perches  of  land  for  Robert  Thomas,  now  claimed 
by  Jean  Baptiste  Nantay;  and  that  next  to  this  land  upwards,  Peltier  measured  four  arpents  and  two  peiches  more 
for  himself.    At  that  time  no  improvements  were  made  on  those  four  arpents  and  two  perches. 

Jean  Baptiste  Chapoton  deposed  and  said,  that  in  August,  1 795,  the  claimant  mov/ed  hay  on  the  premises,  and  that 
in  February  following  he,  the  deponent,  helped  the  claimant  to  take  away  said  liay;  and  that  five  or  six  days  after 
he  went  again  with  the  claimant  to  take  away  the  remainder  of  the  hay,  and  that  at  that  time  he  helped  the  claimant 
to  cut  small  round  logs  to  build  a  house  on  the  premises.  That  Peltier  then  made  use  of  one  side  of  the  tract,  and 
Chapoton  of  the  other;  that  no  improvements  were  then  made,  nor  any  made,  to  this  day;  that  this  tract  is  under  cul- 
tivation by  Peltier  for  these  five  or  six  years  past. 

Louis  Chapoton  deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  heard  Phillis  Peltier  say  that  the  Indians  had  given  that  tract  of 
land  in  question  to  him  and  Nicholas  Chapoton. 

Benoist  Chapoton  deposed  and  said,  that,  above  four  years  ago,  Phillis  Peltier  told  him  that  he  would  go  and  show 
him  the  land  of  the  claimant;  that  when  they  weie  arrived  he  showed  him  tlie  tract  of  land  now  claimed  by  Jean 
Baptiste  Nantay,  and  has  very  lately  told  him  that  he  would  prove  it  upon  oath.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that 
Phillis  Peltier  told  him  that  there  were  about  twelve  arpents  in  the  whole,  and  that,  as  the  Indian  deed  for  himself 
and  for  Chapoton  mentioned  only  eight  arpents,  he  had  given  his  brother  the  four  arpents  first  improved. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  tollowing  Indian  deed,  to  wit: 

Les  principaux  des  sauteurs,  Vouistanance  et  Nanguy,  et  les  jeunes  gens  soussignes,  de  iiotre  marque  ordinaire, 
reconnoissons  et  certifions  avoir  de  notre  bon  gre  et  propre  volonte  et  consenti  avoir  donner  au  Sieur  Colet  Cha- 
poton une  terre  de  quatre  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  tenant  d'uncote  a  J.B.  Nantay,  etde  I'autre 
cote  a  Fills  Peltier,  et  ce  pour  en  jouir  et  disposer  lui  et  ses  hoirs,  ayant  cause,  comme  bon  lui  semblera. 

Fait  au  Detroit,  le  8  May,  1795. 

VOUISTANANCE.   x 
NANGUY.  X 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land;  therefore,  that  his  claim  thereto  be  rejected. 

No.  214.  GodfroyandBeaugrand.— The  Board  took  into  consideration 'the  claim  (No.  14)of  GodfroyandBeau-t 
grand  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  295,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

*  See  the  contradictions  in  tliis  report. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lauds,  above  by  Joseph  Lenfant,  Senior,  and  below 
by  lands  claimed  by  J.  Baptiste  Jeraume. 

■  Whereupon,  Medard  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
(lepiised  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  I'st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Lenfant,  Junior,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Godfroy  and  Beaugrand,  who  have  possessed  and  occupied  the 
same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  214;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  l)etroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Captain  Alexander  Harrow,  (No.  190,)  which  was  postponed  for  considera- 
tion the  28th  June  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  190;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  John  Harrow,  (No.  201 ,)  which  was  postponed  for  consideration,  on  the  28tli 
June  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land;  therefore,  that  his  claim  thereto  be  rejected.    • 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  6,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  315.  Jacques  Cicot  and  FranxisCicot. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Cicot  and 
Francois  Cicot  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir: 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  claim  of  my  two 
sons,  Jacques  and  Francois  Cicot,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Rouge,  containing  about 
twenty  arpents  in  front  by  fifteen  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  John  Askin's  lands,  on  one 
side  by  the  Nort^iwest  Company's  land,  and  on  the  other  side  by  a  ravine  near  Weaver's  barn.  1  claim  and  set  up 
title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  for  tliem. 

For  Jacques  and  Francois  Cicot, 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  CICOT. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  about  twenty  arpents  in  front  by  fifteen 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Askin,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  the 
Northwest  Company,  and  below  by  a  ravine  near  Joseph  Weaver's  barn. 

•     Whereupon,  James  Peltier,  Senior,  and  Jean  Baptiste  Sanscrainte,  were  brought  forward  as  witnesses  in  behalf 
of  the  claimants,  who  were  duly  sworn. 

James  Peltier  deposed  and  said,  that,  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago,  the  father  of  the  claimants  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  said  tract  of  land;  that  a  house  and  a  shed  were  built  thereon;  some  enclosures  were  made, 
and  some  land  was  cultivated;  that  since  that.time  the  father  of  the  claimants  has  always  kept  possession,  and  con- 
tinued to  cultivate,  and  to  increase  the  cultivation  to  this  day. 

Jean  Baptiste  Sanscrainte  deposed  and  said,  that  there  may  be  seven  or  eight  arpents  in  cultivation,  and  he  cor- 
roborates the  testimony  of  Peltier  in  full.    Postponed  for  consideration. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esquire,  to  three  tracts  of  land,  two  of  which  are 
situate  on  the  fork  of  river  Rouge,  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Arbres  Mataches,  and  the  other 
situate  on  river  Rouge.     And  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  wo.-ds  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Huron  and  Detroit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Stales'  Land  Office,  in  the  District  and  Territory  aforesaid. 
Sir:  "  Detroit,  ^M/y  6,  1808. 

You  are  hereby  notified  that,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  25th  day  of 
April,  1808,  I  make  entry  and  claim  in  your  office  of  the  following  tracts  of  land  in  the  district  aforesaid,  to  wit: 

1st.  One  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  eastern  fork  of  river  Rouge,  called  les  Arbres  Mataches,  of  ten  acres  in 
frontand  rear  by  sixty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  fork  of  the  said  river  Rouge,  on  the  west  by  lands  claimed 
by  Pierre  Dumay,  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Ambroise  Riopel,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands. 

2d.  One  other  tract  of  land  on  the  same  fork  of  the  river  Rouge,  of  six  acres  in  front  and  rear  by  sixty  in  depth, 
bounded  on  the  east  side  by  the  heirs  of  Jacob  Dicks,  deceased,  on  the  west  by  Ambroise  Riopel,  in  rear  by  un- 
conceded lands. 

3d.  Also  one  other  tract  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Rouge,  and  lying  in  a  bend  of  the  said  river, 
between  a  lot  owned  by  the  Northwest  Company,  and  the  lands  of  James  McGill,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  said 
lot,  and  on  the  lower  side,  by  the  lands  of  James  McGill,  being,  by  estimation,  about  three  hundred  acres. 

All  which  said  tracts  of  land  I  claim  by  virtue  of  a  long  and  uninterrupted  occupancy,  possession,  and  improve- 
ments in  myself,  or  those  who  of  right  held  under  me. 

JAMES  BABY. 

No.  216.  James  Baby,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  first  tract,  containing,  by  estimation,  six 
hundred  acres,  it  being  ten  acres  in  front  by  sixty  in  depth,  bounded  on  one  side,  below,  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre 
Dumay,  and,  on  the  other  side,  above,  by  lands  claimed  by  Ambroise  Riopel,  in  front  by  the  fork  of  Arbres  Ma- 
taches, and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands. 

Whereupon,  Peter  Tiaxler  was  brought  forward  as  a  vvitness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  about  eighteen  years  ago,  he,  the  deponent,  rented  this  tract  of  laiid  from  the  claimant,  and 
paid  him  forty  bushels  ot  wheat  a  year;  that  he  remained  on  that  /'arm  tWQ  years,  and  afterwards  Godfrey  Corbus 
rented  it;  that,  after  this  time,  he,  the  deponent,  went  and  lived  on  the  tract  now  claimed  by  Steinbeck  and  Cherbo- 
neau,  which  is  the  second  tract  in  the  claimant's  notice. 

Postponed  for  further  consideration. 

No.  217.  James  Baby,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  tract,  containing,  by  estimation, 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  sixty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  fork  of 
river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side,  below,  by  lands  claimed  by  Ambroise  Riopel,  and  on  the  other 
side,  above,  by  lands  claimed  by  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Jacob  Dicks,  deceased.  Whereupon,  the  same 
witness,  Pierre  Tiaxler,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  he,  the  deponent,  rented  the 
said  tract  from  John  Messmore,  lived  on  it,  and  cultivated  it  for  two  years;  that,  in  the  fall  of  the  first  year,  John 
Messmore  told  him,  the  deponent,  that  he  must  pay  half  of  the  first  year's  rent  to  Mr.  Baby,  and  the  other  half  to 
him,  the  said  Messmore,  and  the  deponent  did  so;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  second  year's  rent  was  to  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Baby,  as  he,  Messmore,  had  given  up  the  farm  to  Mr.  Baby,  from  whom  he  had  purchased  it.     The  depo- 
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nent  further  says,  that,  after  he  left  this  tract, "Godfrey  Coibiis  came  in  possession  of  it  by  renting  it  from  Mr. 
Baby,  and  that,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  Godfrey  Corljiis  continued  on  said  tract  for  two  years. 

Postponed  for  further  evidence. 

No.  218.  James  Baby,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  third  claim,  containing  about  three  hun- 
dred acres,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  river  Rou^e,  and  lying  in  a  bend  of  the  said  river,  between  a  tract  of  land 
claimed  by  the  Northwest  Company,  and  lands  claimed  by  James  McGill,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  the  lands 
claimed  by  the  said  Northwest  Ccmipany.  and  on  the  lower  side  by  lands  claimed  by  James  McGill,  in  front  by  the 
river  Rouge,  and  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by . 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  July  7,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  ad- 
journed to  to-morrow,  at'nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  July  8,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  two  claims  of  Pierre  Griftiird  to  two  tracts  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit; 
and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Eegister  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  2,  1S08. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
river  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  east-nortlieast  by  lands  clauned  by 
Louis  Griffard,  and  on  the  west-southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Laderoute.  I  claim  title  to  this  land  by  vir- 
tue of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  in  1792,  and  continued  to  this  day.  Another  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  lake,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands, 
on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Grif^tird,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Batiste  N.  Pe- 
tit. I  claim  title  also  to  this  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  in 
1792,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

PIERRE  GRIFFARD. 

No.  219.  Pierre  Griffard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  first  claim  to  a  tract,  containing,  by  esti- 
mation, one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,;  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east-northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Griftiird,  and  west-southwest 
by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Laderoute:  whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf 
of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in: 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  ami  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  219;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Laud  Ofliee  at  Detroit. 

No.  220.  Pierre  Griffard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  tract,  containing,  by  estimation, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair, 
in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Grifiiird,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands 
claimed  by  Batiste  N.  Petit. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being;  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  220;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  221.  Isidore  Morain. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Isidore  Morain  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  ami  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit:  • 

To  the  Register  of  the  Lund  Office  at  Detroit, 
Sir:  ,  Detroit,  July  8,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  north  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents 
ill  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  lake,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  side  by 
lands  claimed  by  Michel  Duchesne,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Batiste  Ambroise  Tremble.  J 
claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  previous  to  the  year  1796,  arid  con- 
tinued to  this  day. 

ISIDORE  MORAIN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Michel  Du- 
chesne, and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Batiste  Ambroise  Treinble. 

Whereupon.  Pierre  Griffiiid  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  about  thirteen  years  ago,  that  is  to  say,  in  1795,  the  claimant  took  possession  of  the  premises, 
built  a  house,  and  cleared  some  land;  that,  in  1796,  the  claimant  being  absent,  one  Pierre  Champagne  took  posses- 
sion of  the  house  and  premises,  and.  contrary  to  the  claimant's  prohibition,  remained  on  the  land  about  one  year; 
that,  after  Champagne  had  left  the  premises,  one  Goulet  lived  on  it;  that,  at  his  death,  his  widow  sold  the  same  to 
one  Batiste  Aloire.  (lit  Lapierrc,  who  is  now  said  to  be  in  possession.    Postponed  for  further  consideration. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  July  9,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  222.  Antoinf.  Reneab. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Reneau  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  the  Pointe  Guinolet;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  2,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  the  Pointe  Guinolet,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Joseph  Campeau,  and  below  by  Pierre  Tremble. 
1  claim  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

AN TOINE  RENEAU,  his  X  mark. 
Witness,  Pktek  Audrain. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  aipents.  it  beins  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Campea\i, 
and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Tremble. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  two  following  deeds,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I.  William  Forsyth,  for  and  in  consuleration  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  lawful*  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid  by  Antoine  Reneau,  the  receipt 
whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  and  myself  therewith  am  truly  satisfied,  contented,  and  paid,  have  given,  grant- 
ed, bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  do  freely,  fully,^  and  absolutely  give,  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  alien, 
release,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Antoine  Reneau,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  piece  or  parcel 
of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  lake  St.  Clair,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  of  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  lake  St.  Clair,  on  the  northeast  side  by  Rtienne  Duchene,  on  the  southwest  by 
Pierre  Laderoute,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  land;  together  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  and  privileges  to 
the  same  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  granted  and  bargained  premises^ with 
the  appurtenances,  unto  him,  the  said  Antoine  Reneau,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  to  his  and  their  own  p'roper 
use,  benefit,  and  behalf,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  Williain  Forsyth,  do  hereby  engage  to.warrantand  secure  the  said 
•  demised  and  bargained  premises  unto  him,  the  said  Antoine  Reneau,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  against  myself, 
my  heirs  and  assigns,  ami  against  all  and  every  persons  claiming  from,  by,  or  under  me,  or  them,  or  any  of  them. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroii:,  in  the  territory  aforesaid  this 
third  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1806.  '  ' 

WM.  FORSYTH,   [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 
,    Hugh  R.  Martin," 

E.  Brush.  .  ■ 

Michigan  Territory,  District  of  Detroit,  ss: 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  district  aforesaid,  William  Forsyth,  who 
declared  the  above  to  be  his  act  and  deed,  and  for  the  purpose  therein  contained.  Given  under  my  hand  and  sea! 
at  Detroit,  this  3d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1806. 

JAMES  ABBOTT,  J.  P.  D.  D.     [l.  s.] 

Be  it  known  to  ail  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  or  may  in  anywise  concern,  that  I,  Jacques  Allard,of  the 
district  of  Detroit,  within  the  territory  of  Michimn,  for  and  in  consideration  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  good  and  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  in  hand  paid  by  Antoine  Reneau,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do 
hereby  acknowledge,  and  him,  the  said  Antoine,  forever  release,  acquit,  exonerate,  and  discharge,  do  by  these  pre- 
sents give,  grant,  bargain,  alien,  sell,  and  convey  to  Antoine  Reneau,  of  the  aforesaid  district  and  territory,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  one  certain  parcel  of  ground,  lying,  being,  and  situated  near  la  Pointe  au  Guinolet,  fronting  on  lake  St. 
Clair,  having  and  containing  one  arpent  (or  acre)  in  front,  and  forty  arpents  (or  acres)  in  depth,  and  bounded  on 
the  nordieast  by  a  parcel  of  ground  now  the  property  of  Joseph  Campeau,  of  the  cote  nord-est,  and  on  the  southwest 
by  a  farm  or  parcel  of  grouml,  the  properly  of  Antoine  Reneau:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  parcel  of  ground, 
together  with  all  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  and  all  and  singular  other  the  premises  hereby 
granted,  or  intended  so  to  be,  to  the  aforesaid  Antoine  Reneau,  his  heir,sand  assigns,- forever.  And  I  do  covenant  both 
for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  with  the  said  Antoine  Reneau,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 
that  I  will  warrant  and  defend  theisame  to  the  said  Antoine  Reneau,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  against  the  lawful 
claims  and  demands  of  all  persons,  with  the  exception  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  haVe  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  after  having  the  contents  of  this  instru- 
ment of  writing  fully  explained  in  the  French  language  by  Joseph  Watson,  conveyancer,  this  9th  day  of  July. 
1808. 

JACQUES  ALLARD,  Fils,  his  x  mark.  [l.  s,] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 
John  Burbank, 
John  Meem. 

City  of  Detroit,  July  9,  1808. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroii,  &&: 

Attest,  that  Jacques  Allard,  signer  of  the  within  instrument  of  writing  did,  pursuant  to  the  law  of  this  territory, 
come  and  appear  before  me  the  undersigned,  a  notary  public,  duly  comtnissioned  and  sworn,  in  and  for  the  district 
aforesaid,  arid  acknowledge  the  same  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and,  as  such,  con- 
sented that.it  might  be  recorded.    . 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  seal  of  office,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

JOS.  WATSON,  N.  P.  D.  D-     [l.  s.] 

Whereupon,  Michel  Monet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Francois  Ble  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  heboid  to  William  Forsyth,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  who  has 
occupied  and  possessed  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  b|  No.  222;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a' plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  223.  Louis  Reneau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the^claim  of  Louis  Reneau  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  liand  Office  at  .Oetroit,  in  vol. 
3,  page  68,  under  the  date  of  21st  January,  1806. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arp.ents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  reai-  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Griffard,  and 
west  by  lands  claimed  by  Frangois  Bonome. 

Whereupon,  Jacques  Allard,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  without  any  interruption  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  223;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  224.  Jacques  Allard,  Jun.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Allard.  Jun.  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sin:  Detroit,  July  2,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  la  Pointe  au  Guinolet,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake 
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St.  Clair,  ill  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Colas  Rivard,  southwest  by  Jacques  Allard,  Sen.  I  claim  and 
set  up  title  hj  virtue  of  a  long,  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive 
title. 

JACQUES  ALLARD,  Jun.  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Colas 
Rivard,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  Allard,  Sen.  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited 
the  following  deed,  to  wit:  •     ■  ' 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  snussignes  I'ut  present;  Baptiste  Selleron,  habitant,  demeurant  dans  le  dit  district  du 
Detroit,  lequel  a  reconnu  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  _et  delaisse,  des  inaiatenant  et  a,  toujours,  promet  garantir 
de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  empechement  generallement 
quelconque,  excepte  de  la  part  du  Gouvernement  des  Etats  Unis,  ;i  Jacques  Allard,  fils,  a  ce  present  accepfant  ac- 
quereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  una  ferre  sise  et  situec  dans  |e  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  et 
territoire  de  Michigan,  contenant  cent  vingt  arpents,  c'est  a,  dire:  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profon- 
deur,  bornee  par  devant  par  lac  St.  Clarr,  a  cotte  du  nord  par  Collet  Rivard,  a  cotte  du  sud  par  Jacques  Allard, 
pere,  et'  par  derriere  par  des  terres  non  concedees,  ensemble  avec  tous  autres  bfltiments  susconstruits,  circonstances, 
et  dependances,  que  le  dit  Jacques  Allard,  fils,  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitie,  et  dont.il  est  content  et  ?atisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  deux  centvingt- 
cinq  minois  de  bled  froment;  vingt-cinq  minots  de  laquelle  est  payable  le  mois  de  Decembre  prochain,  et  ciuquante 
minots  payable  chaque  annee,  justiue  les  deux  cent  vingt-cinq  minots  soient  payes. 

'  Au  moyen  de  ce  que  desslis,  le  ilit  Baptiste  Selleron  a  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  ii  le  dit  Jacques 
Allard,  fils,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  k  I'avenir.  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous 
autres  droits,  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  le  dit  lot  ou  terre,  et  autres  batimens  susconstruits,  s'en  demettant  et  de- 
vetissant  ii  son  profit,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsi  qu'il 
appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Faitet  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  le  septieme  jour  du  mois  de  Decembre,  en  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  sept. 

BAPT.  SELLERON,  sa  X  marque,     [l.  s.] 
JACQUES  ALLARD,  sa  x  marque. 
En  presence  de  James  Abbott. 
Whereupon.  Louis  St.  Bernard  was  brought  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sw(U'n,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Jean  Baptiste  Dumay  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Baptiste  Celeron,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  that 
the  premises  have  been  constantly  cultivated  since  1796  to  this  day.  _  ■ 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  224;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  bfe  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein- contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  '■  , 

No.  235.  Michel  Duchene. — The  claim  of  Michel  Duchene  to  a  tract  of  lanjl,  vyhich  was  entered  with  tlie  for- 
mer Commissioners  of  the  Land  Ottice  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  309,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805,  was 
taken  into  consideration.  ; 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  or  acres,  it  being  three  acres  and  one  rod  in 
front  by  forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed  by 
Baptiste  Lapierre,  and  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Baptiste  Petit. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Griftard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Louis  Thibault  wasin  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  gave  up  the  land  to  Francois  St.  Bernard,  from  whom  he  had  purchased  if; 
that  Francois  St.  Bernard  sold  the  s^me  to  Jean  Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased;and 
that  the  premises  have  been  constantly  cultivated  since  the  1st  July,  1796,  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  duth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  225;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oflice  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  11,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Thp  Board  reconsidered  the  second  claim  of  Frangois  St.  Obin,  (No.  151,)  which  vvas  postponed  for  further  evi- 
dence on  the  18ih  June  last. 

Jean  Baptiste  Bodin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Michel  Compa- 
ret was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Bodin,  who 
sold  to  Ignace  Moras,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased;  and  that  the  premises  have  been  constantly  occupied 
and  cultivated  for  at  least  twenty  years  past.  _  , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  ot 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  151;  and  that  he  cause  tife  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  etm.taitied,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  226.  Alexis  Descontes  Labadi. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Alexis  Descontes  Labadi 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audr,\in,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  ray  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Rouge,  containing  three  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  St.  Cosme  family's  lands, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  St.  Cosme  family's  land,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel 
Chene,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  river  Aux  Vases.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ALEXIS  DESCONTES  LABADI,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  line 

of  St.  Cosme's  land,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  and  in  rear  by  the  lands  of  St.  Cosme,  on  one  side  by  lands 
claimed  by  Gabriel  Chene,  and  on  the  other  side  by  river  Aux  Vases:  whereupon,  Pierre  Chene  was  brought  for- 
ward as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July, 
1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  contiiiued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  226;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
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surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  leturnedto  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

TbESDAT,  July  12,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  227.  Charles  Cabacier.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Charles  Cabacier  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  iiim  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  12,  1808.      , 

Take  noticfe  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  farm,  on 
which  I  live,  and  which  was  granted  by  the  French  Goyej-nment  to  my  ancestors,  in  the  year  1750,  containing  two 
and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  e.ist- 
northeast  by  a  farm,  now  the  property  of  Jacques  Peltier,  arid  west-southwest  by  a  farm  claimed  by  Louis  Vesiere, 
dit  Laferte.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession  of  more  than  fifty  years,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me, 
or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

...  CHARLES  CABACIER,  his  +  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain; 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being,  two  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east-nortlieast  by  a  farm  claimed  by. 
James  Peltier,  and  west-southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Vesiere,  dit  Laferte:  whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  tiiat  thirty-six 
years  ago  the  father  of  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy,  and'continued  so  until  his  death;  since  which 
time,  the  claimant  has  constantly  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  227:  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  228.  Louis  Vesiere,  dit  Laferte-— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Vesiere,  dit  La- 
ferte, to  a  tract  of  land>  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  12,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  farm,  situate 
on  river  Detroit,  on  which  I  live,  and  which  was  granted  by  the  French  Government  toiny  ancestors  in  the  year  1750, 
containing  two  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  un- 
conceded lands,  east-northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Cabacier,  and  west-southwest  by  lands  claimed  by 
the  family  of  Cicot.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession  of  more  than  fifty  years,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made ' 
by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

L0UI6  VESIERE,  LAFERTE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  two  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east-northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Caba- 
cier, and  west-southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  the  family  of  Cicot 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  more  than  thirty  years  ago  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  228;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  0^'  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  229.  Joseph  Robertjean. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Robertjean  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  Jj^/j/ 12,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  ot 
land,  situate  on  river  Huron,  containing  about  nine  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Hu- 
ron, in  rear,  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  James  Abbott,  Esq.  lands,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Joseph  Rowe. 
Ivclaim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I 
derive  title. 

JOSEPH  ROBERTJEAN,  his  -f  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  egtimation,  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  about  nine  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Joseph  Rowe,  and 
on  the  other  side  by  James  Abbott,  Esquire. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland,  Jean  Batiste  Comparet,  Jun.  and  Christian  Clemens,  were  brought  forward  as  wit- 
nesses in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  d«ly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  to  wit: 

Israel  Ruland  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  1795,  John  Loveless  was  in  possession  and  cultivatedfthe  premises;  that, 
about  three  years  after,  he  sold  the  same  to  the  claimant,  to  whom  the  deponent  delivered  possession  as  agent  of  the 
«aid  John  Loveless. 

Christian  Clemens  deposed  and  said,  that,  for  these  five  or  six  years  past,  he  has  knowledge  that  the  claimant  has 
cultivated,  or  caused  to  be  cultivated,  part  of  the  said  premises.  Jean  Batiste  Comparet,  Jun.  said,  that,  he  knows 
nothing  about  the  premises.    Postponed  for  further  evidence. 

No.  230.  Forsyth,  Richardson,  and  Co. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Forsyth,  Richardson, 
and  Co.  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Raisins,  which  vas  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  177,  under  the  date  of  22d  November,  1805. 

This  trict  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Navarre,  Esq. 
and  west  by  lands  formerly  owned  by  Louis  Gaillard,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  George  McDougall,  Esq.  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  28th  of  August,  of  the  same  year,  when  he  sold  to  (he  claimants,  who  have 
since  that  time  to  this  day  possessed  the  premises  by  their  tenants. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  premi- 
ses, and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  230;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Registerof  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  231.  Alexander  Grant,  Esq.— The  Boavtl  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Alexander  Grant,  Esq.  to 
a  tract  oClaiid,  situate  on  hike  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  m  the  words  and  tigui-es  following, 
to  wit: 

'rERRiToRY  OF  MICHIGAN,  District,  of  Detroit: 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  for  the  District  and  TeMtory  aforesaid: 
I  hereby  make  entry  in  the  said  Land  Office  of  a  cert:iiii  tract  of  land  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  lake  St.  Clair, 
!ii  ihedistrict  and  .territory,  aforesaid,  being  nine  acres  in  front  by  seventy-one  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  north  side 
by  the  farm  of  William  Forsyth,  and  on  the  south  by  that  of  Gregor  McGregor  being  about  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  acief,  which  I  own  and  claim  by  virtue  of  a  puichase  of  John  Askin,  and  also  by  a  very  long  and  uninterrupted 
possession  and  improvements. 

E.  BRUSH, 
•Attorney  for  Alexander  Grant. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres,  it  being  nine  acres  in  front  by  seventy -one 
111  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  north  by  lands  claimed  by  William 
Forsyth,  and  south  by  lands  claimed  by  Gre^ir  McGregor. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau,  ditPenish  Campeau,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claim- 
ant, who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  anil  has  continued  .without  interruption  fo  this  day;  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  are 
about  three  hundred  acres  in  cultivation,  and  that  the  improvements  are  considerable. 

Postponed  for  consideration.  '         • 

No.  232.  Isaac  Todd.— The  Board  took  into  consi'deration  the  claim  of  Isaac  Todd,  (No.  10,)  to  a  tract  ofland, 
.  situate  on  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1. 
page  123,  under  the  date  of  19th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  twelve  square  acres,  French  measure,  on  which  a  water  mill  is  erected,  situate 
on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  but  not  on  its  bordure,  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  lands  claimed  by  L'isle  Ronde, 
and  east  by  George  McDougall. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  sworn,  deposed 
and  said,  that,  inore  than  twelve  years  ago,  one  Charles  Reaume  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  erected  a  grist  mill,  and  continued-  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Askin,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased;  and 
that,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  tenants  have  been  kept  on  the  premises,  either  for  account  of  John  Askin,  or  of  the 
claimant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  232;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  , 

No.  233.  John  Askin,  Esq.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Askin,  Esq.  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  a'place  called  Presqu'Isle,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Miami  river,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Comniis- 
sioiiers  of  the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  138,  under  the  date  of  19th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  one  thousand  acres;  it  is  a  peninsular,  the  quantity  of  the  land  therein 
contained  is  not  ascertained,  but  is  not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  eight  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Joseph  Rea.ume  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  30th  December,  1796,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  since  that  time  to 
this  day  possessed  the  same,  by  renting  out  the  same  to  several  tenants,  as  the  deponent  has  understood. 

Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  13,  1808. 
The  Boaiil  met'at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  third  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq. 

W  hereupon.  Col.  Francis  Chabert,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  doth  not  know  whether  there  was 
any  improvement  made  on  the  premises  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796;  that  Mr.  Baby  has  always  claimed  that  tract  of 
land  since  the  year  1780;  and  that  the  people  have  always  considered  it  as  part  of  his  property.  The  deponent  fur- 
ther saith,  that  Messrs.  Delille  now  live  on  part  of  that  tract,  but  doth  not  know  when  they  began  their  improvements; 
that  they  have  improved  that  part  of  the  tract  next  to  the  lands  claimed  by  the  Northwest  Company;  that,  in  1798, 
or  1799,  he  the  deponent  went  with  Major  Cicot  over  the  river  to  Mr.  Baby  to  ask  his  permission  for  each  of  them 
to  improve  a  part  of  that  tract;  that  at  that  time  he  knows  of  no  improvements  having  been  made  on  the  said  tract 
ofland.  • 

Pierre  Dumay,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  every  year,  previous  to  the  American  Government  taking  pos- 
session of  this  country,  Messrs.  Baby  were  in  the  habit  of  cutting  their  hay  on  the  said  tract  of  land;  that  Messrs. 
McConib  used  to  mow  their  hay  on  the  same  tract  also,  and  some  other  peopl'e,  with  the  permission  of  Mr.  Baby;  that 
he,  the  deponent,  was  charged  by  the  commandant,  Mr.  Baby,  and  Mr.  McCoinb,  to  take  care  of  the  premises;  and 
that  it  any  person  happened  to  cut  hay  without  permission,  he,  the  deponent,  came  to  town,  and  gave  information,  and 
that  people  were  sent  down  to  take  the  hay  so  cut  without  permission.  That  Mr.  Baby,  Mr.  McComb,  and  the 
commandant,  were  equally  masters  of  the  different  parts  which  they  mowed;  that  he  always  understood  that  Mr. 
Baby  was  the  owner  of  the  land,  and  that  he  always  had  possession  of  the  same  to  this  day;  that  he  had  bought  it; 
and  that  the  general  opinion  was,  that  he  was  the  owner  of  it.  The  deponent  being  asked  what  he  understands  by 
saying  that  possession  was  in  Mr.  Baby,  he  saith,  because  he  was  the  master  of  it,  cut  his  hay  on  it,  and  prevented 
other  people  mowing  hay  thereon.  The  deponent  has  no -knowledge  of  Mr.  Baby  having  erected  any  fence,  planted 
any  corn,  or  built  any  hyuse  on  the  premises:  that  since  the  Americans  took  possession  of  this  country  every  body 
considered  themselves  masters,  and  at  liberty  to  cut  hay  on  said  tract  ofland,  and  did  so. 

Col.  Chabert,  being  questioned,  saith,  that,  he  himself  applied  to  Mr.  Baby  to  purchase  part  of  the  said  tract  of 
land,  and  that  Major  Cicot  did  the  same. 

Major  Cicot,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  for  upwards  of  eleven  years  he  has  tenanted  the  premises  from 
Mr.  Baby;  that  he  has  tilled  the  land,  seeded  it,  and  made  fence,  previous  to  which  time  he  had  made  arrange- 
ments with  Mr.  Baby;  that  it  was  at  least  three  years  before  Messrs.  Delille  began  any  improvements;  and  that 
since  that  time  he  never  was  one  year  without  cultivating  the  land;  that  he  never  had  ploughed  any  part  previous  to 
his  going  with  Col.  Chabert  to  Mr.  Baby;  that  he  had  built  a  small  house  on  it,  and  that  with  a  view  of  making  an 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Baby,  for  he  knew  at  that  time  that  the  land  belonged  to  Mr.  Baby;  that  he  has  entered  into 
articles  with  Mr.  Baby  for  the  land  since  he  went  over  with  Col.  Chabert  to  Mr.  Baby;  that,  by  his  agreement  with 
Mr.  Baby,  he  is  to  have  all  the  land  between  the  Northwest  Company  and  the  farm  on  which  Weaver  lives,  and  that 
he  or  his  two  sons  art  to  pay  for  it:  that  the  last  agreement  was  made  last  Friday.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that 
he  believes  that  the  Messrs.  Delille  began  to  improve  the  upper  part  of  this  tract  six  or  seven  years  ago,  that  there  had 
been  no  improvement  made  thereon  prior  to  that  time:  that  the  Delilles  have  built  a  house,  two  or  three  years  ago, 
and  erected  some  fences. 

Baptiste  Cicot,  Jr.  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  his  father  told  him  that  he 
had  went  into  possession,  and  cultivated  that  land  by  the  permission  of  Mr.  Baby,  in  expectation  that  he  would  get 
it  from  Mr.  Baby  in  exchange  for  some  lands  on  the  British  side;  that,  ten  or  eleven  years  ago,  his  father  began  to 
cultivate  this  land,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day;  that,  before  the  Delilles  began  to  improve,  his  father  had  began 
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to  make  part  of  a  fence  near  the  line  of  the  Northwest  Company's  lands.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  his  father- 
had  drawn  rails  around  that  piece  of  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Delilles,  for  the  purpose  of  enclosing  the  same, 
which  were  thrown  away  by  the  Delilles  for  the  purpose  of  enclosing  the  field  themselves.  Being  questioned  by 
Mr.  Sibley  whether  the  Delilles  had  drawn  any  timber  on  the  ground  before  the  rails  were  thrown  away,  he  an- 
swered no;  he  said  that  his  father  was  the  first  who  laid  rails  around  part  of  that  field,  and  that  the  Delilles  have 
occupied  the  ground  about  seven  years,  contrary  to  his  father's  prohibition.  Postponed  for  consideration. 
And  thereupon  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot  tiled  the  following  notice,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  Dislrid  of  Detroit,  ss. 

To  Peter  Audrain,  £sq.  Register  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office,  in  the  District  and  Territory  aforesaid- 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  13,  1808. 

You  will  please  take  notice  that  I  do  hereby  countermand  the  entry  of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the 
north  sideoftheriverRouge,  containing  about  twenty  acres  in  front  by  fifteen  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river 
Rouge,  in  rear  by  John  Askin,  on  one  side  by  the  Northwest  Company's  lands,  and  on  the  other  by  the  rear  of  Weaver's 
farm;  which  said  entry  was  made  by  me  on  the  sixth  day  of  this  present  month  of  July,  1808,  for  James  and  Francis 
Cicot:  and  I  do  retract  their  claim  to  the  same,  otherwise  than  as  it  depends  on  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  now  the 
claimant. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  CICOT. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  first  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  Whereupon,  Pierre  Dumay  was  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  more  than  twenty-five  years  ago,  this  tract  of  land  was  divided  into  three  larms,  and  began 
to  be  improved  by  people  to  whom  Mr.  Baby  had  sold,  to  wit,  John  Hoost  and  two  others,  whose  names  the  depo- 
nent does  not  recollect;  that  the  major  part  of  this  tract  has  been  cultivated,  except  that  part  next  to  the  deponent, 
which  several  times  has  been  abandoned  by  the  tenants;  that,  on  the  first  July,  179G,  the  farm  next  to  the  deponent 
was  unoccupied;  that  Noel  Chovin  was  on  the  next,  antl  David  Harkley'was  on  the  other,  under  one  Reynolds,  his 
father-in-law. 

John  Cissne,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  1787,  when  the  deponent  came  to  river  Rouge,  one  John 
Hoost  was  living  on  the  farm  next  to  Pierre  Dumay;  Jacob  Lisle  lived  on  the  next  farm,  which  he  had  bought  of 
Thomas  Edwards,  and  Reynolds  lived  on  the  third  farm;  that  these  three  farms  have  been  generally  improved  and 
cultivated  for  these  twenty  years  past;  that,  on  the  first  fitrm,  twenty  acres  are  cultivated;  on  the  second  farm,  thirty 
to  thirty-five  acres;  and,  on  the  third  farm,  twenty-five  acres,  as  the  deponent  estimates  it.  Two  <if  these  farms  are 
now  occupied  by  the  Campeaus,  and  the  other  by  one  Baron;  that,  in  1799,  Harkley  cultivated  that  farm. 

Antoine  Campeau,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  lived  these  two  years  on  one  of  the  farms,  and  that 
he  was  placed  there  by  Toussaint  Chene,  who  has  since  declared  to  him  that  he  never  had  paid  any  thing  to  Mr. 
Baby,  and  had  no  deed.    The  deponent  further  says,  that  he  himself  has  applied  to  Mr.  Baby  to  purchase  that  farm. 

Alexis  Campeau,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  his  brother,  Zachanah  Campeau,  had  requested  him  to  speak 
to  Mr.  Baby  respecting  one  of  the  above  three  farms,  which  he  wished  to  purchase  of  Mr.  Baby. 

Postponed  for  further  evidence. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq. 

John  Cissne,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  late  Godfrey  Corbus,  deceased,  was  living  on  the  premises 
in  the  year  1796,  and  that,  when  he  first  went  on  the  premises,  he  lived  thereon  with  one  Traxler,  and  that  he  then 
understood  that  they  rented  the  premises  from  Messmore;  that,  when  Corbus  left  the  premises,  Clemens  went  into 
possession  and  rented  it  to  one  Redman  Condom.    Postponed. 

No.  234.  Thomson  Maxewell — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Thomson  Maxewell  <o  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  105,  under  the  date  of  18th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  arpents,  it  being  six  acres  or  arpents  in  front 
by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Raisins,  westerly  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Poujet,  and  easterly 
by  lands  claimed  by  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Benjamin  Tibbet,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  premises  were  improved  as  early  as  1788;  that,  previousto  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Bellair 
was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  until  he  sold  to  this  deponent,  who  sold  to  Samuel  Egnew,  from 
■whom  the  claimant  purchased;  that  the  land  has  been  cultivated  until  four  or  five  years  ago,  when  the  deponent  left 
river  Raisins.    Postponed  for  further  evidence. 

No.  235.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  John  Rhodes,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
■widow  and  heirs  of  John  Rhodes,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  77,  under  the  date  of  15th  Jan- 
uary, 1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  or  arpents,  it  being  three  acres  or  arpents  in 
front  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Solomon  Sibley,  Esq.  easterly 
by  lands  formerly  the  property  of  George  Sharp,  deceased,  and  westerly  by  a  farm  claimed  by  Richard  Pollard. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  premises  were  improved  and  occupied  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  (but  doth  not  know- 
by  whom)  and  that  said  premises  have  been  constantly  occupied  since  that  time  to  this  day.  Postponed  for  further 
evidence. 

No.  236.  George  McDougall. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  George  McDougall,  Esq.,  to  a 
lot  of  ground  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  20th  of  June  last  was  read 
in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Detroit,  June  20,  1808. 
In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  at  the  last  session,  I  do  hereby  give  notice  to  Peter  Audrain,  Esq. 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  that  I  claim  a  lot,  or  emplacement,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side 
of  river  Raisins,  in  the  district  aforesaid,  being  part  of  the  farm  entered  by  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume  in  the  office, 
on  the  29th  of  October,  1805,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  alienation  from  hiin  and  his  wife,  dated  the  18th  of  September, 
1805,  to  me,  acknowledged  before  John  Anderson,  Esq.  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan for  the  district  of  Erie,  which  said  deed  accompanied  the  entry,  for  the  purpose  of  being  recorded  in  your  office. 

GEO.  McDOUGALL. 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq. 

This  lot  of  ground  contains  sixty-two  and  a  half  feet  in  front  and  rear,  beginning  at  the  bakehouse  of  said  Ge- 
raume, to  a  lot  in  possession  of  Andre  Poupard,  by  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  and  a  half  feet  in  depth,  begin- 
ning from  the  public  high  road;  bounded  south  by  the  river  Raisins,  east  and  north  by  the  farm  of  Jean  Baptiste  Ge- 
raume, and  west  by  the  lot  of  said  Andre  Poupard.  This  lot  is  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  claim  No.  64,  granted  on 
the  18th  day  of  December,  1807,  to  Jean  Baptiste  Jerome-  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  fol- 
lowing deed,  to  wit: 

Qu'il  soit  connu  et  manifeste  a  toiites  personnes  a,  qui  ces  presents  interessent,  que  ce-jourdhui,  ie  18eme  jour  de 
Septetnbre,  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  cinq,  par-devant  moy,  John  Anderson,  Ecuyer,  Juge  de  Paix  pour 
Ie  territoire  de  Michigan  et  district  d'Erie,  duement  commissione  et  sermente  selon  la  loi,  et  temoins  soussignes, 
furent  presents  Sieur  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume  et  Dame  Marie  Delille,  sa  femme  legitime,  de  I'etablissement  de  la 
riviere  aux  Raisins,  du  susdit  territoire  et  district  d'une  part,  et  George  McDougall,  du  meme  endroit,  Ecuyer,  de 
I'autre  part,  lesquels  sont  convenus  devant  moi,  comme  suit,  savoir:  que  Ie  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume,  et  sa  ditte 
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femme,  pour  eux,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  en  consideration  de  la  somrnede  deux  cent  cinquante  piastres,  argent 
licitte  des  Etats  Unis,  a  eux  en  mains  bien  et  verifablement  paye  par  le  dit  George  McDougall,  avant  d'avoir  cacfiete 
cecontriit,  la  recette  duquelle  somme  est  par  ces  presents  reconnu  par  eux,  ils  ont  cede,accorde,  vendu,aliene, de- 
charge,  enteotk'.  et  confirme,  et  par  ces  presents  ils  cedent,  accordent,  vendent,  alienent,  decliargent,  enfeodent, 
etcontirment  au  dit  George  McDougall,  ses  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause,  tout  ce  certain  emplacement  de  terre  situe  et 
,  etant  sur  le  rivage  ilu  cote  nord  de  la  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins,  contenant  et  etant  de  soixante-deux  pieds  et  demi 
de  front,  et  autant  derriere,  a  compter  depuis  la  boulangerie  du  dit  vendeur,  jusqu'a  I'emplacement  a  cote  d'icelle 
en  la  possession  presentement  d'Andie  Poupard,  sur  cent  quatre-vingt-quatorze  pieds  et  demi  de  profondeur,*k 
compter  depuis  la  cloture  sur  le  chemin  public,  etant  de  la  meme  profondeur  de  celle  du  dit  Andre  Poupard;  le  dit 
emplacement  deterie  presentement  venclu  et  borne  comme  suit,  savoir:  sud,  par  la  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins;  estet 
nord,  par  la  terre  ou  demeure  presentement  le  dit  vendeur,  (qu'il  a  lui-meme  achete  de  Charles  Poupard  du  Detroit) 
et  du  cirte  de  I'ouest,  par  I'emplacement  susdit  meiitionne  d'Andre  Poupard,  Icquel  emplacement  de  terre  borne  et 
decrit  comme  susdit,  est  avec  la  maison,  pomier,  et  tous  et  singulier  les  appartenances  y  concemant.  Le  dit 
George  McDougall,  ses  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause,  auront  et  jouiront  pour  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  la  part  du  dit  Jean 
Baptisfe  Geiaume,  de  toute  trouble,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  autre 
empechement  generallement  quelconque,  (le  droit  de  pre-emption  des  Etats  Unis  seulementexcepte)  a  la  seuleet 
propre  usage,  profit,  et  avantage  du  dit  George  McDougall.  ses  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause,  et  pour  aucune  autre  usage  ou 
jouissance  quelconque.  Et  le  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume  et  sa  ditte  femme  c(mtraclent  envers  et  avec  le  dit  George 
McDougall,  ses  hoirs.  et  ayant  cause,  degarantiretde  defend  re  les  premisses  susdittes  pour  le  dit  George  McDougall, 
ses  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause,  con t re  les  pretensions  d'eux,  le  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume,  et  sa  ditte  femme,  leu  rs  hoirs,  et 
ayant  causes,  et  contre  les  pretensions  licites  de  toutes  autres  personnes  quelconque  fermement  par  ces  presents,  le 
silsdits  droits  des  Etats  Unis  seulement.excepte.  11  est  contracte  de  surplus  eiitre  les  parties  susdites,que  si,  en  cas 
le  dit  George  McDougall  quitte  le  dit  emplacement  presentement  achete  parlui,  pour  demeurer  ailleurs,  etsi  laper- 
sonne  a  qui  il  voudra  la  vendre  ou  la  louer  ne  plait  pasau  dit  Sieur  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume  pour  voisin,  que  lors,dans 
ce  cas  la,  le  dit  George  McDougall  est  oblige  d'en  donner  la  preference  au  dit  Sieur  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume,  soit  au 
prix  qu'on  lui  en  oftVira,  ou  ii  une  estimation,  qui  en  sera  faitte  par  des  experts  choisis  reciproqueraent  par  eux;  la- 
quelle  estimation  sera  payee  par  le  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Geiaume  au  dit  George  McDougall,  sur  ou  apres  I'estimation 
susdite  en  sera  faitte,  en  grains  ou  animaux,  au  prix  d'argent. 

En  foy  de  quoy,  et  de  toute  et  singulier  les  conventions,  engagements,  et  enterprises  dans  les  premisses  susdites, 
contenu  et  exprime,  le  dit  Sieur  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume  et  Dame  Marie  Delille,  sa  ditte  femme,  et  le  dit  George 
McDougall,  ont  a  ceci  mis  leurs  signatures  et  aftiche  leurs  cachets,  ii  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  jour  et  an  preniiere- 
meiit  ecrit  cy-devant,  a  I'exception  du  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume,  qui,  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  ecrire,  a  fait  sa 
marque  ordinaire  {le  signe  de  la  croix)  apres  lecture  faitte. 

Et  en  confirm.ation  de  surplus,  moi,  le  dit  John  Anderson,  Ecuyer,  j'ai  a  ceci  aussi  place  mon  seing  et  mon  cachet. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  GERAUME,  sa  x  marque,    [l.  s.I 
MARIE  DELILLE,  [l.  s.] 

Femme  clu  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume. 
GEORGE  McDOUGALL.     [l.  s]  "      , 

Cachete  etdelivre  en  presence  de  ! 

Andre  Jourdain, 
Joseph  Beseau,  sa  x  marque. 

JOHN  ANDERSON,  J.  P.  [L.S.] 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  nf  Erie,  to  wit: 

I,  John  Anderson,  one  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  for  the  district  and  territory  aforesaid,  duly 
appointed  and  s\v(nn,  do  hereby  certify  and  attest,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me  personally  appeared 
the  wiiliin  named  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume  and  Marie  Delille,  his  wife,  with  George  McDougall,  who,  in  my  presence, 
did  sign,  seal,  and,  as  their  act  and  deed,  deliver,  the  within  instrument  of  writing,  or  deed  of  alienation;  and  Andre 
Jourdain  and  Joseph  Beseau  did  also  in  my  presence  subscribe  their  respective  names  thereunder,  together  with 
nie,  the  said  Justice  of  the  Peace,  as  witnesses  of  such  sealing  and  delivery;  and  I  do  further  certify  and  attest  that 
1  examined  the  said  Marie  Delille.  the  wife  of  the  said  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume,  privily  and  apart  froni  her  husband, 
and  she  declared  to  me  that  she  did  freely  and  willingly  sealand  deliver  the  within  writing  which  I  showed  and 
explained  to  her,  and  she  wishes  not  to  retract  it,  and  consenteth  that  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  faith  and  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  Justice  of  the  Peace,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal, 
the  day  and  year  first  before  written. 

JOHN  ANDERSON,  J.  P.  [l.  s.] 

,  Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  from  the  year  1788  to  this  day,  the  premises  have  been  occupied  without  any  interruption; 
and  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Jean  Baptiste  Geraume  was  in  possession  and  occupancy,  and  continued 
so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  or  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day. 

Postponed  for  consideration. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday.  Jidy  5,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  237.  Antoine  Lupien  Baron. — The  Board  took  into  consideratiim  the  claim  of  Antoine  Lupien  Baron  to  a 
tract  of  land,  sitiuite  on  one  of  the  forks  of  river  Rouge;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  27th  of  June  last  past 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  -  Detroit,  June  27,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  entervvith  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  following 
tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  fork  of  the  river  Rouge,  commonly  called  Arbres  Mataches  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  aforesaid,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands;  on  one  side  by  Antoine 
Rio'pel,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Pierre  Chene.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title,  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements  made  by  nie,  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ANTOINE  LUPIEN  BARON,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Robert  Abbott. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  a  fork  of  the  river  Rouge,  called  Arbres  Mataches,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by 
lands  claimed  by  Ambroise  Riopcl,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Chene.  Whereupon,  Edward 
McCarty  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that, 
when  he  came  to  river  Rouge,  in  April,  1796,  Mr.  Reynolds  lived  on  that  tract  of  land;  that  said  Reynolds  had  pur- 
chased that  land  from  Mr.  Baby,  as  he  understood,  in  1787:  the  deponent  does  not  know  whether  it  was  in  the  fall  of 
1796,  or  in  the  spring  following,  that  Reynolds  left  that  farm;  David  Harkley  took  it,  and  raised  corn  on  it  the  sum- 
mer following:  when  Harkley  left  this  farm,  some  of  the  Barons  were  working  on  it,  and  have  continued  ever  since: 
about  fifteen  or  sixteen  acres  of  this  farm  are  .cultivated,  and  undei'  fence.  The  Barons  were  backward  and 
forward  working  on  the  farm,  and  making  fences,  when  Harkley  was  in  occupancy  of  the  said  farm.  The  depo 
nent  doth  not  know  whether  Harkley  occupied  the  farm  under  Reynolds,  his  father-in-law,  or  under  Baby. 
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Mrs.  Baron,  mother  of  the  claimant,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  in  the  same  year  that  the  Americans 
took  possession  of  this  country,  her  son  was  put  in  possession  of  the  said  farm  by  Mr.  Francois  Baby,  who  did  it 
at  the  request  of  her,  the  deponent;  that,  about  two  years  after,  she  went  to  Mr.  James  Baby,  with  a  view  of  mukin^ 
some  arrangements  respecting  said  fiirm;  that  James  Baby  promised  to  come  over  to  Mr.  .\udrain  to  get  the  writings 
executed,  but  that  he  never  came;  that,  at  the  time  the  deponent  went  over  to  Mr.  James  Baby,  her  son  the  present 
claimant,  was  with  her,  and  was  present  at  the  conversation  between  1ier  and  Mr.  Baby,  and'that  they  went  over 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  land  from  James' Baby,  fur  the  present  claimant,  and  considered  said  Baby  then 
as  the  owner  of  the  land;  that  said  James  Baby  agreed  to  sell  the  land  to  the  claimant  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  New  York  currency;  that  the  claimant  has  never  paid  a  cent  to  Mr.  Baby  for  the  rent  of  the  farm;  that 
there  never  was  any  agreement  made  for  a  rent,  and  Mr.  Baby  never  asked  any;  that  the  claimant  has  never  paid 
Mr.  Baby  any  part  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  agreed  tobe  paid.    Postponed. 

No.  338.  Louis  Chapoton.  Jun. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claun  of  Louis  Chapoton  Jun.  to  a 
tract  of  land  situate  on  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair:]  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Lund  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  J«Z^  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioriers  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  river  Huron,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river 
Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  on  one  side  by  Francois  St.  Obin;  above,  on  the  other  side,  by  Louis  Maure* 
below,  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me,  or  those  from 
whom  I  derive  title. 

LOUIS  CHAPOTON,  his  x  mark. 
W  itness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  about 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  on  one  side,  above,  by  lands  claimed  by 
Francois  St.  Obin,  and  on  the  other  side,  below,  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Maure.  Whereupon,  Seraphin  Loson 
was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous 
to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Cainpeau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so'  until  he 
sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  ever  since  to  this  day.  The  claimant,  in  support  of 
his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Detroit,  Cotnte  de  Wayne. 

Par  devant  le  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  residant  au  Detroit,  fut  present  le  Sr.  Joseph  Campeaii, 
marchand,  demeurant  en  cette  ville,  lequel  reconnoit  par  ces  presentes  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et 
d^laisse,  des  maintenant  et  ;i  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  ses  propre  faits,  ainsy  que  de  toutes  dettes  et  alienations, 
quelconques,  a  Louis  Chapoton,  fils,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'ave- 
nir,  une  terre  de  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  si  autant  se  trouve,  sise  au  sud  de  la  riviere  aux 
Hurons,  au  nord  du  lac  St.  Clair,  prenant  par  devant  au  bord  de  la  ditte  riviere,  bornee  d'un  cote  a  I'est  a  Louis  Maure, 
et  de  I'autre  cote  a  I'ouest  a  Seraphin  Loson,  et  par  derriere  en  gagnant  au  dit  lac  St.  Clair,  tel  que  la  ditte  terre 
se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  tant  en  bois  de  bout  que  prairie,  &c.  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre, 
dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  le  prix  et  sommt  de  quarante 
•  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  sur  laquelle  somme  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  re^u  celle  de  vingt  pounds,  pour 
prix  d'un  cheval,  qu'il  a  resu,et  les  vingt  pounds,  pour  parfait  payement,  le  dit  acquereur  promet  ets'oblige  les  payer 
au  dit  Sieur  Campeau,  ou  oidre,  en  un  an  de  la  date  des  presentes,  en  grain,  comme  bled,  pois,  avoine,  &.C.,  au  prix 
courant;  et  au  moyen  de  ce,  le  dit  sieur  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  transporte  au  dit  acquereur,  tous  et  tels 
droits  de  propriete  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  s'en  demettant  et  devetissant  au  profit  du  dit  acque- 
reur, pour  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  pre- 
■sentes.  Car  ainsy  sont  conveneiis  les  parties  de  bonne  toy,  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  Fait  et  passe  au  dit  De- 
troit, le  ler  jour  de  Mars,  I'an  1803,  et  ont  signe  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte.  Ainsy  signe  a  I'original  remis  au 
Sieur  Campeau. 

(Vraye  copie-)  JOSEPH  CAMPEAU,  [l.  s.] 

LOUIS  CHAPOTON.  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s,] 
1    Ea  presence  de  Charles  Moran. 

F.  D.  Bellecour,  iVo/. /■«&.  [l.  s.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  338;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Alexander  Grant,  Esq.  No.  231,  which  was  postponed  for  consideration 
on  the  12th  July  instant.  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners,  from  the  entry  made  with  the  for- 
mer commissioners  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  122,  under  the  date  of  20th  February,  1805,  and  from  the  testimony 
adduced,  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  that  is  to  say,  nine  acres  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  231;  and  that  he  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

4  Saturday,  July  16,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  239.  Jean  Baptists  Marsac— The  Board  took  into  consideration,  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Maisac  to 
a  tract  of  land  situate  at  Grosse  Pointe,  on  lake  St.  Clair:  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  27th  June  last  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  llie  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  t 

Sir:  Detroit,  June  27,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  \yith  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  the  follow- 
ing tract  of  land,  situate  at  Grosse  Pointe,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three 
arpents  in  front  by  fi)rty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side, 
northeast,  by  Pierre  Yax,  on  the  other  side,  southwest,  by  Charles  Goiiin.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue 
of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me,  or  those  fiom  whom  I  derive  title. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  MARSAC,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain.  , 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  ront  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre 
Yax,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Goiiin.  Whereupon,  Simon  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  wit- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sv/orn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796.  Joseph 
Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claim- 
ant, who  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day.  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the 
following  deed,  to  wU: 
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Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  terrioins  soussignes,  residants  au  Detroit,  fut  present  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  habitant  de- 
meurant  au  Grand  Marais,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  lequel  a  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu, 
cede,  transporte,  et  deiaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  tou jours,  promet  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  hypo- 
theques,  et  de  toute  trouble  generallement  quelconque,  a  Jean  Baptiste,  dit  Benjamin  Marsac,  ace  present,  accep- 
fant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  a  la  Grosse 
Pointe,  dans  le  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  consistante  en  trois  arpents  de^  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  bornee 
par  devant  par  le  lac  St.  Clair,  et  par  derriere  par  les  terres  non  concedees,  au  nord-est  par  la  terre  de  Pierre  Yax, 
et  au  sud-ouest  par  la  terre  de  Charles  Gouin,  jun.,  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre  se  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circon- 
stances,  et  dependaiices,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  avoir  vii  et  visite,  ct  dont  il  est  content  et  satisf'ait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant,  et  en  echange  d'une  terre  que  le 
dit  Marsac  a  vendu  ce  jour  au  dit  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  sise  au  Grand  Marais,  et  sur  laquelle  le  dit  Marsac 
demeure  actuellement,  et  dont  il  lui  a  livre  possession  et  seizine,  en  presence  de  temoins.  Au  moyen  de  quoy  [et 
de  ce  que  dessus,  le  dit  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  a  transporte  au  dit  Benjamin  Marsac,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a 
I'avenir,  tous  et  fels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits,  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la 
ditte  terre,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  eu  jouisse  et  dispose,  comme  d'un  bien  justetnent  acquis. 

Faitet  passe  au  Detroit,  le  ISeinejour  du  mois  de  Mars,  en  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  1806;  et  le  dit  Serre,  dit  St. 
Jean,  a  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  des  temoins,  apres  lecture  faitte.    Le  grain  en  terre  reste  a  I'acquereur. 

JOSEPH  SEURK.     [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 
'  Joseph  Thibault, 

Pierre  Chene.  ■ 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Est  peisonellement  comparu  devant  inoy,  le  soussigne,  un  des  Juges  a  Pai-i  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  Joseph 
Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  lequel  a  declare  que  la  vente  cy-dessus  est  son  acte  Mbre  et  volontaire,  pour  les  raisons  y  con- 
teniies,  et  que,  comme  tel,  il  peut  etre  enregistre  au  grelFe  du  dit  district  du  Detroit.  En  foy  dequoy,  j'ai  signe  an 
Detroit,  le  15  Mars,  1806. 

PETER  AUDRAIN, 
Juge  a  Paix  et  Greffier^ 

Nous,  soussignes,  certifions  que  ce  jour,  16  de  Mars,  1806,  le  susdit  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  a  livre  possession  et  sei' 
zine  de  la  terre  susvendiie  au  dit  Jean  Baptiste,  dit  Benjamin  Marsac,  en  notre  presence. 

CHARLES  RIVARD. 
ROSWELL  HATCH. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  239;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  240.  Jean  Baptiste  Marsac. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Marsac  to 
a  tract  of  land  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  27th  June  last  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  fofloJ^'ing,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  27,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  the  following 
tract  of  land,  situate  near  Milk  River  Point,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being 
three  arpents  in  front  by  fort}"  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one 
aide  by  Captain  Fleming's  lands,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Francois  Tremble.  I  make  claim  and  set  up  title  by 
virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me,  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  MARSAC,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Captain 
Fleming,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Billon,  dit  I'Esperance,  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  ever  since,  to  this  day,  possessed  and 
tenanted  the  same. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

L'an  1801,  et  le  16eme  jour  du  mois  d'Aout,  fut  present  Louis  Billon,  dit  I'Esperance,  du  district  de  Ham- 
tramck,  comte  de  Wayne,  et  territoire  des  Etats  Unis  nord-ouest  de  la  riviere  Ohio,  lequel  par  ces  presentes  recon- 
noit avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  deiaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  tous  troubles,  dons, 
douaires,  hypotheques,  evictions,  et  alienations,  et  de  tous  empechements  generallement  quelconques,  a  Benjamin 
Marsac,  a  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  ferme  ou  plantation  sise 
et  situee  pres  la  riviere  a  Guinolet,  dans  le  susdit  district  de  Hamtramck,  et  comte  de  Wayne,  consistante  en  trois 
arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  bornee  de  front  par  le  lac  St.  Clair,  en  haut  par  la  terre  de  Capitaine 
William  Fleming,  et  en  bas  par  Francois  Tremble;  ainsy  que  le  tout  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  cir- 
constances,  etdependances,  avec  les  batiments  susconstruits,  clotures,  et  autres  improvements,  que  le  dit  acquereur 
dit  bien  connoitre  pour  I'avoir  vil  et  visite,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait.  Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et 
delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant,  et  en  consideration  d'une  ferine  ou  plantation,  que  le  dit  Benjamin 
Marsac  a  donne  en  echange  au  dit  Louis  Billon,  dit  I'Esperance,  par  contrat  passe  ce  jour,  au  Detroit,  laquelle  ditte 
ferme  consiste  eii  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quatre-vingt  arpents  de  profondeur,  sise  et  situee  dans  le  comte  de  Kent, 
et  province  du  Haut  Canada,  sous  la  domination  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique,  vis-k-vis  I'Isle  aux  Cochons.  Au  moyen 
de  ce  que  dessus,  le  dit  Louis  Billon,  dit  I'Esperance,  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au 
dit  Benjamin  Marsac  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  et  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  pou- 
vait avoir  sur  la  ditte  ferme  ou  plantation,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine, 
ainsy  et  par  qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  dans  I'etude  du  prothonotaire  du  susdit  comte  de  Wayne;  et  le  dit  Louis  Billon,  dit 
I'Esperance,  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  en  presence  de  t6moin,  et  a  appose  son 
cachet,  apres  que  lecture  lui  a  ete  faitte  des  presentes,  le  jour,  mois,  et  an  que  dessus.    , 

LOUIS  BILLON,  dit  L'ESPERANCE,  sa  X  marque,    [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  etdelivr^,  en  presence  de 

Peter  Audrain,  Prothonotaire. 
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Wayne  County,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  and  for 
the  said  county  of  Wayne,  the  above  named  Louis  Billon,  dit  I'Esperance,  and  acknowledged  the  above  instrument 
of  writing  to  be  his  voluntary  act  and  deed,  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded. 

,.        ,,       ,  JAMES  MAY,  J.  a  C.  Pleas. 

Detroit,  Ims  17 1 h  day  of  August,  1801. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  240;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  241.  WiLLi.iM  RoBisoN,  and  Hugh  R.  Martin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William 
Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin  to  two  t.-acfs  of  land,  now  united  in  one  farm,  situate  at  Grosse  Pointe  on  lake 
St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  Jtdy  16,  1808. 
Sir: 

Take  notice  that  we,  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  do  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  two  tracts  of  land,  now  united  in  one  farm,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  arpents,  more  or  lessj  one  of  the  said  tracts  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  more  or  less,  and  the 
other  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  ten  in  depth,  more  or  less;  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  uncon- 
ceded  lands,  southwesterly  by  a  farm  of  Michael  Rivard,  and  northeast  by  a  point  of  lands  of  Nicholas  Patenaude 
and  others.  We  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  mortgage  ^iven  us  by  Louis  St.  Bernard,  on  the  17th  April, 
1807,  and  to  which  he  has  released  the  equity  of  redemption.  'VS  e  claim  also  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,' 
and  improvements  made  by  those  from  whom  we  derive  title. 

HUGH  R.  MARTIN, 
For  self,  and  IVilliam  Robison. 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  more  or  less,  one  tract  being'three  arpents  in 
front  by  forty  in  depth,  the  other  being  three  arpents  by  about  ten  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in 
rear  by  unconceded  lands,  southwesterly  by  a  farm  claimed  by  Michael  Rivard,  and  northeasterly  by  Nicholas 
Patenaude's  line,  north  fifty  degrees  west,  and  which  line  extends  twenty-  three  quarter  chains,  thirty  links,  until 
it  butts  upon  the  line  of  the  farm  of  three  arpents  by  forty. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  St.  Bernard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  still  occupies  the  same. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  the  following  instrument  of  writing,  to  wit: 
This  indenture,  made  at  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  the  17th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1807,  between  Louis 
St.  Bernard,  of  the  said  district  of  Detroit,  yeoman,  of  the  one  part,  and  William  Robison,  and  Hugh  R.  Martin, 
merchants,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth:   Whereas  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard,  by  his  bond  or  obligation  duly 
executed,  bearing  even  date  with  these  presents,  stands  bound  to  the  said  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin, 
their  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  in  the  penal  sum  of  twenty-eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  of  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  with  a  condition  thereunder  written,  for  the  payment  of  the  sum 
of  fourteen  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  of  like  lawful  money,  with  legal  interest  for  the 
same,  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  April  next  ensuing  the  date  of  these  presents,  as  by  the  said  bond  and  condition 
may  more  fully  appear:    Now  this  indenture  witnesseth,  that  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard,  in  consideration  of  the 
said  debt  or  sum  of  fourteen  hundied  and  forty-four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  owing  to  the  said  William 
Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  as  aforesaid,  and  for  the  better  securing  the  payment  thereof,  with  interest,  to  the 
said  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  their  executors,  administrators,  orassigns,  according  to  the  condition 
of  the  said  bond;  and  also  in  consideration  of  the  further  sum  of  five  shillings  to  him,  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard,  by 
the  said  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid,  at  or  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of 
these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard  doth  hereby  acknowledge,  hath  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  released,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell,  release,  and  confirm  unto  the  said 
William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  messuage,  tenement,  and  tract  of  land, 
with  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  situate,  lying,  and  being  at  Grosse  Pointe,  in  said  district 
of  Detroit,  and  territory  aforesaid,  being  the  whole  farm  now  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard, 
containing  six  arpents,  or  French  acres,  in  front,  whereof  three  of  the  said  six  arpents  in  front  have  forty  arpents  in 
depth,  more  or  less,  and  the  adjoining  and  remaining  three  arpents  have  ten  arpents  in  depth,  more  or  less,  ending 
at  a  point  in  rear  in  the  shape  of  a  right-angled  triangle;  the  whole  bounded  in  liont  upon  lake  St.  Clair,  on  the 
southwesterly  side  by  the  farm  of  Michael  Rivard,  on  the  northeasterly  side  by  a  point  of  land  of  Nicholas  Pate- 
naude and  others,  and  in  rear  by  unimproved  lands:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  messuage,  tenement,  and  farm, 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances  thereof,  unto  the  said  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R. 
Martin,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  William  Robison   and  Hugh  R. 
Martin,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  and  to  and  for  no  other  use,  intent,  and  purpose  whatsoever.      Provided 
always,  and  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents,  and  of  the  said  parties  hereunto,  that  if  the  said 
Louis  St.  Bernard,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  and  shall  well  and  truly  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  unto  the  said  William 
Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  their  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  the  said  full  sum  of  fourteen  hundred 
and  forty-four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  of  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  with  legal  interest  for  the 
same,  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  April  next,  that  is,  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  these  presents,  according  to 
the  condition  of  the  above  in  part  recited  bond  or  obligation,  without  .iny  deduction  or  abatement  whatsoever,  then, 
and  from  thenceforth,  the  presents,  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  shall  cease,  and  be  utterly  null 
and  void,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise,  notwithstanding. 

And  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  doth  covenant,  promise, 
grant,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  their  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns,  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say:  that  he,  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard,  his  executors  or  admin- 
istrators, or  some  of  them,  shall  and  will  well  and  truly  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  unto  the  said  William  Robison 
and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  their  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  the  said  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  and  forty-four 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  with  legal  interest,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  day  hereinbefore  limited  for  the  payment 
thereof,  without  any  deduction  or  abatement  whatsoever,  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the  said  granted  and  released  pre- 
mises now  are,  and  be,  and  at  all  times  from  and  after  default  shall  happen  to  be  made  of  and  in  payment  of  the 
said  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  and  interest  aforesaid,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  forever  be,  remain,  and  continue  free  and  clear,  and  freely  and  clearly  acquitted  and  discharged  of 
and  from  all  manner  of  former  and  other  gifts,  grants,  mortgages,  judgments,  charges,  or  incumbrance,  whatsoever, 
heretofore  made,  committed,  done,  or  suffered  by  him,  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard;  and  that  the  said  William 
Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  after 
such  default  shall  happen  to  be  made  in  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  and  interest,  as  aforesaid,  or  any  part  thereof,  peaceably  and  quietly  have,  hold,  occupy,  possess, 
and  enjoy,  all  and  singular  the  said  premises,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  without 
the  let,  hindrance,  molestation,  interruption,  or  disturbance  of  him,  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
or  of  any  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming,  or  to  claim,  by,  from,  qr  under  him,  them,  or  any  of  them.  And, 
lastly,  it  is  covenanted  and  agreed  upon,  by  and  between  both  the  said  parties  to  these  presents,  and  it  is  hereby 
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declared  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof,  and  of  the  parties  hereunto,  that,  until  default  shall  be  made  in 
payment  of  the  said  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  and  forty-four  dolhus  and  seventy-five  cents,  and  legal  interest  for 
the  same,  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  time  above  limited  for  the  payment  thereof,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  peaceably  and  quietly  to  have,  hold,  occupy,  possess,  and  enjoy, 
all  and  singular  the  said  pretViises  above  granted  and  released,  and  every  part  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances;  and 
to  have,  receive,  and  take  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof,  to  his  and  their  own  particular  use  and  benefit,  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise,  notwithstanding.  And  the  said  Louis  St.  Bernard,  on 
his  part,  does  covenant  to  and  with  the  said  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  that 
the  said  premises  are  now  free  and  clear  of  and  from  all  incumbrances  whatever,  done,  or  suffered  by  him,  and 
that  he  has  full  right  to  sell,  pledge,  and  convey  the  same,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  he  will  ever  defend  and  warranty 
the  same  to  the  said  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  against  the  lawful  claims  and 
demands  of  any  per.son  or  persons  whatsoever. 

In  testimony  of  all  and  singular  the  premises  aforesaid,  and  within  contained,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have 
set  their  hands  and  seals,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  the  day,  month,  and  year  first  above  written. 

LOUIS  ST.  BERNARD,  his  x  mark.  J[l.  s.l 
,  HUGH  R.  MARTIN,  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of  For  self,  and  William  Robison. 

James  McDonald, 
George  McDouGall,  N.  P.  T.  M. 

Terkitory  OF  Miv.HioMi,  District  of  Detroit,  to  wil:  ■ 

I,  George  McDougall,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  and  attest 
unto  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  indenture  of  mortgage  hereunto  annexed  was  duly  signed  and  sealed  by 
Louis  St.  Bernard  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  for  himself  and  William  Robison.  therein  named  in  my  presence,  and  in 
the  presence  of  James  McDonald.  To  the  due  execution  and  delivery  thereof,  an  act  being  requested,  I  have  granted 
tlie  same  under  my  notarial  form  and  seal  of  office,  to  serve  and  avad  as  occasion  shall  or  may  require.. 

Done  and  passed  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  the  17th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1807. 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL,  N.  P.  T.  M. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Louis  St.  Bernard,  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  Michigan, 
the  mortgager  in  the  within  instrument  mentioned,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  forty-eight  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  to  me  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid  by  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R. 
Martin,  the  mortgagees,  have  remised,  released,  and  forever  quitted  claim,  and  by  these  presents  do  remise,  release, 
and  forever  quit  claim,  unto  them,  the  said  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever, 
all  the  equity  and  benefit  ofr  edemption,  that  I,  my  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  have  or  might  have  to  the 
within  mortgaged  premises,  by  virtue  of  any  covenant,  matter,  or  thing  therein  contained. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroit,  in  the  district  and  territory 
aforesaid,  this  6th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1808. 

LOUIS  ST.  BERNARD,  his  x  mark,  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 
J.  Whipple, 
Robert  Smart. 
Postponed. 

No.  242.  Robert  Robertjean.— The  Board  took  info  consideration  the  claim  of  Robert  Robertjean  to  a  tract 
of  land  situate  on  river  Huron,  which  was  entered  with  the  ormer  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  1,  page  304,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  forty-five  arpents,  it 
■being  three  arpents  in  front  by  fifteen  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  on  one 
side  by  lands  claimed  by  Michel  Tremble,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Robertjean. 

AVhereupon,  Antoine  Dequindre,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  to  occupy  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  242;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  18,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business  ready,  the 
Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

,  Tuesday,  My  19,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  iti  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  243.  J.  M.  Beaubien.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit:  • 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  19,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  plantation  situate  on  the  west  side  of  river  St.  Clair,  consisting  of 
sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  being  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  altogether;  bounded  in  fi-ont  by  said  river 
St.  Clair,  on  the  north  by  Meldrum  and  Pai-k's  farm,  occupied  by  Joseph  Ricard,  on  the  south  by  a  farm  occupied 
by  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Harry  Sanders,  and  in  the  rear  by  unconceded  lands.  I  claim  the  same  by  having  been 
in  the  actual  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  of  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1796,  to  wit:  in  the  month  of  October,  1795,  having  built  a  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  other  out-houses,  and  cleared 
land,  fenced  in,  &c.  and  remained  a  residenter  thereon  ever  since;  all  which  I  am  now  ready  to  prove  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  honorable  commissioners. 

JEAN  MARIE  BEAUBIEN. 
This  is  the  signature  of  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  in  presence  of 
Geo.  McDougall. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
is  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  north  by  lands  claimed  by  Meldrum  and  Park,  south  by  a  farm  owned  by  a 
negro  called  Harry  Sanders,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Toussaint  Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the'claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  until  this  day;  and  that  about  twenty-two  acres  are  in  cultivation  and  under  fence. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  243;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  244.  Francois  Bonome.— The  claim  of  Francois  Bononie  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  a'DuIu,  was  taken  into 
consideration.  This  claim  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  OtRce  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1  page 
234,  under  the  date  of  37th  November,  1805,  by  James  and  Francis  Lasselle,  (thirty-third  claim.)    '  '    '  ^^  = 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  arpents  of  land,  it  being  sixteen  aipents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  ii  Dulu,  in  rear,  and  on  both  sides,  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bein"- 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Bonome  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  that  the  claimant  has  occupied  the  same  these  six  years  past,  and  that  about  eighteen  arpents 
are  cultivated  and  enclosed.     Postponed.  ° 

No.  245.  ToussAiNT  Chovin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Toussaint  Chovin  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  river  St.  Ciaif,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit:  »  a  61 

To  the  Register  ofihe  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  19,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  w  ith  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  >ny  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  three  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair 
in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  and  on  one  side  by  Captain  Alexander  Harrow,  on  the  other  side  by  James  Cart- 
wright.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me,  or  those  from 
whom  I  derive  title. 

TOUSSAINT  CHOVIN,  his  x  mark. 

"Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Captain  Alex- 
ander Harrow,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Cartwright.  '     •' 

Whereupon,  Jean  Simare  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  to  occupy  iind  cultivate  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  acertiiicate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  245;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
'  And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-tnorrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

.  .  '  ■  Wednesday,  July  20,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  (No.  216)  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  which  was  postponed  for.consideration  on  the 
6th  day  of  July  instant;  and,  after  having  heard  the  argument  of  counsel  for  the  claimant,  and  also  the  argument  of 
counsel  for  Antoine  Baron,  who  claims  also  part  of  the  tract  under  consideration,  to  wit,  the  upper  part  of  it  for- 
merly occupied  by  John  Reynolds,  the  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  the  original  deed  of  his  father, 
Duperon  Baby,  Esq.  to  John  Reynolds,  dated  Febi^uary  14, 1787,  and  the  release  of  John  Reynolds  to  James  Baby, 
the  present  claimant,  dated  September  30,  1799,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Duperon  Baby,  Esq.  one  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  of  the  Peace 
for  the  district  of  Detroit,  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
New  York  currency,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  John  Reynolds,  of  Detroit  aforesaid,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby 
acknowledge,  have  granted,  bargained,  sold,  alienated,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  bargain,  grant,  sell, 
alien,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  John  Reynolds,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  that  tract  of  land  situate  and  lying 
at  the  river  Rouge,  on  the  west  side  of  the  fourche  called  Arbres  Mataches,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Michael 
Alum's  farm,  on  the  south  by  Jacob  Light's  farm,  containing  about  two  chena  in  front,  from  the  fork  of  the  separation 
between  said  tract  of  land,  and  the  line  of  Michael  Alum,  to  the  line  of  Jacob  Light,  and  running  up  the  said  fork  to 
the  said  Jacob  Liglit's  line,  which  crosses  the  said  fork,  four  acres  in  front  and  forty  in  depth,  with  all  and  singular  the 
appurtenances  whatsoever  to  said  tract  of  land,  (bounded  as  abovementioned)  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining, 
and  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim, and  demand,  of  me,  the  said  Duperon  Baby,  of,  in,  and 
to  the  said  tract  of  land,  messuage  and  tenement,  and  premises  of,  in,  and  to  every  part  and  parcel  thereof. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  tenement,  and  premises,  to  the  said  John  Reynolds,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  for  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  him,  the  said  John  Reynolds,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And,  I, 
the  said  Duperon  Baby,  for  myself,  the  said  tract  of  land,  messuage,  tenement,  and  premises,  against  myself,  my 
heirs  and  assigns,  and  according  to  the  Indians'  grant,  shall  and  will  warrant,  and  forever  defend,  by  virtue  of  these 
presents. 

In  witness  wliereof,  I,  the  said  Duperon  Baby,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  14th  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  1787. 

,  D.  BABY. 

Signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of 

Daniel  Klusmann, 

William  Monforton,  Not.  Pub. 

Registered  in  the  Register  of  Detroit,  pages  252,  253,  by  me, 

WM.  MONFORTON,  Recorder. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  I,  John  Reynolds,  now  of  the  river  Thames,  Upper  Canada,  have  re-conveyed  to  James 
Babj',  Esq.  of  Sandwich,  the  within  mentioned  premises,  with  all  the  improvements  thereon,  for  the  sum  of  one 
huntlred  pounds.  New  York  currency;  the  receipt  whereof  I  hereby  iicknowiedge,  with  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Sand- 
wich, this  30th  day  of  September,  1799.  ■ 

JOHN  REYNOLDS,  [l.  s.] 
D.  Rakson, 
John  Cissne. 

And  thereupon  it  Ooth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
■part  and  parcel  of  the  above  claim,  that  is  to  say,  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the 
fork  of  river  Rouge,  called  Arbres  Mataches,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Ambroise 
Riopel,  and  below  by  lands  the  residue  of  this  claim;  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall 
be  No.  216;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  theiein 
contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Reg'ister  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  ol  Antoine  Baron,  (No.  237,)  which  was  postponed  for  consideration  on  the  15th 
July  instant;  and.  after  having  heard  the  argument  of  counsel  for  the  claimant,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners 
that  the  said  Antoine  Baron  is  nut  entitled  to  tlie  said  tract  of  land,  and,  therefore,  that  his  claim  be  rejected;  and 
the  same  is  hereby  rejected. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  July  21,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  246.  D.  Labrosse. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Dominique  Labrosseto  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  10th  of  July  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  iigures 
following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  7m/i/ 16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Detroit,  containing;  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit, 
in  rear  by  unconceded  lands;  on  one  side,  above,  by  Francois  Gamelin,  and  on  the  other  side,  below,  by  Alexis  D. 
Labadi.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me,  or  those 
from  whom  1  derive  title. 

DOMINIQUE  LABROSSE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  i'ront  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Game- 
lin, and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Alexis  Descontes  Labadi;  whereupon,  Alexis  Descontes  Labadi  was  brought 
forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and"  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been 
in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  at  least  twenty-five  years,  without  any  interruption,  and  doth  still 
occupy  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  246;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Deti-oit. 

No.  247.  Antoink  Lasselle,  Jun. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Lasselle,  Jun.  to  i 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
.Sir:  Detroit,  July  20,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  river  Detroit,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit, 
in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  Francois  Gamelin,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  heirs  of  William  Mc 
Comb,  deceased.  I  claim  and  setup  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or 
those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Jun. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth;  is  bounded 
in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Gamelin,  and  above  by 
lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Wm.  McComb,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Descontes  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  ■said,  that,  manjr  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Pierre  Chene  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same 
ever  since  to  this  day.    The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Territoire  be  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  furent  presents  Pierre  Chene,  Toussaint  Chene,  et  Gabriel  Chene,  tous  trois 
demeurants  dans  la  paroisse  de  St.  Anne,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  lesquels  reconnoissent  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  ■ 
transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  au  Sieur  Antoine  Lasselle  le  jeune,  aussi  demeurant  dans  le 
dit  district  du  Detroit,  a  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre,  ou 
plantation,  sise  et  situee  dans  le  cote  du  sud-ouest,  dans  le  dit  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consis- 
tante  en  deux  arpents  de  front,  sur  quarante  deiprofondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  par  derriere 
par  les  terres  non  concedees,  au  sud-ouest  par  la  ferme  de  Fran5ois  Gamelin,  et  au  nord-est  par  les  terres  apparte- 
nantes  a  la  succession  du  feu  William  McComb;  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre,  ou  plantation,  se  poursuit  et  comporte 
de  toutes  partes,  circonstances  et  dependances,  ensemble  les  batiments  susconstruits,  verger,  clAtures,  excepte  les 
grains  a  present  en  terre,  que  les  dits  vendeurs  se  reservent  pour  leur  usage  et  profit,  a  quoy  le  dit  acquereur  a  con- 
sent!. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  treize  cent  pounds,  < 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  sur  laquelle  somme  les  dits  vendeurs  reconnoissent  avoir  re^u  deux  cent  pounds  en  . 
accompte  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  presentes;  c'est'a  dire,  cent  pounds  en  argent,  et  cent  pounds  en  divers  eifets,  Ij 
dont  ils  le  tiennent  quitte  et  decharge;  et  pour  les  autres  onze  cent  pounds  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et  s'oblige  de  V 
les  payer  aux  dits  vendeurs  de  la  maniere  suivante,  savnir:  cent  pounds  au  ler  jour  de  Septembre  prochain,  sans  in- 
teret,etcent  pounds chaque  annee  suivante  au  ler  jourde  Septembre,  jusqu'au  parfaitpayementde  la  susditte  somme 
de  treize  cent  pounds,  en  payant  chaque  annee  I'interet  de  six  pour  cent,  sur  toute  la  somme  qui  restera  a  payer. 
Et  pour  surete  des  dits  payements  a  les  epoques  cy-dessus  mentionnees,  avec  I'interet,  le  dit  Antoine  Lasselle  a  de  ce 
moment  afiecte  et  hypotheque  la  ditte  terre  susvendiie  au  dit  Pierre  Chene,  ses  hoirs.  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir, 
jusqu'a  I'entier  et  parfait  payementde  la  susditte  somme  de  treize  cent  pounds,  avec  I'interet  legal,  a  les  epoques  cy- 
dessus  mentionnees,  une  obligation  ne  derogeant  a  I'autre.  Et  les  dits  Pierre  Chene,  Toussaint  Chene,  et  Gabriel 
Chene  garantissent  au  dit  Antoine  Lasselle,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  la  ditte  terre  susvendiie  de 
tous  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  substitutions,  et  de  tout  empechement,  et  de  tous 
troubles  generallement  quelconques.  Et  pour  surete  de  leur  garantie,  ilshypothequent  au  dit  Antoine  Lasselle,  ses 
hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  leurs  biens  presents  et  a  venir,  et  d'une  maniere  particuliere,  la  ferme,  ou  plan- 
tation, que  Pierre  Chene  a  dernierement  acquis  du  Sieur  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  sise  et  situee  au  Grand  Marais, 
dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consisfant  en  cinq  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  arpents  de 
profondeur,  avec  les  batiments  susconstruits,  verger,  clotures,  circonstances,  et  dependances;  cette  surete  addi- 
tionelle  est  pour  assurer  le  dit  Antoine  Lasselle,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a,  I'avenir,  contre  toutes  pretentions  des 
Sieurs  Chenes,  et  de  leurs  heritiers  a  I'avenir,  en  vertu  d'une  substitution  qu'on  dit  avoir  ete  faitte  par  le  sieur 
Tetard,  dit  Forville,  de  la  ditte  terre  susvendiie  a  Paine  des  enfants  males  de  la  famille  des  dits  Sieurs  Chenes,  et 
aussi  contre  une  rente  annuelle  non  rachetable  de  deux  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  dont  la  ditte  terre  est 
chargee;  le  dit  Pierre  Chene.  et  ses  dits  freres,  declarant  par  ses  presentes,  qu'ils  entendent  transferrer  la  ditte 
substitution  et  la  ditte  vente,  sur  la  terre  que  le  dit  Pierre  Chene  a  dernierement  acquise  du  dit  Joseph  Serre,  dit 
St.  Jean,  sise  au  Grand  Marais,  comme  est  dit  cydessus.  Au  moyende  ce  quedessus  et  des  autres  parts,  les  dits 
vendeurs  ont  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transportent  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause 
a  I'avenir,  tous  droits  de  propriete,  noms.  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits,  que  euxmemes  ou  leurs  descen- 
dants ont  et  pouvaient  avoir  k  I'avenir:  voulant  et  entendant  que  le  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'ave- 
nir, enjouissent,  comme  d'un  bien  justement  acquis,  et  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy 
qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes.  Car  ainsi  sont  convoniies  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  promettant,  &c.  obli- 
geant,  &c.  renoncant,  &c.  Fait  et  passe  double  entre  les  parties  au  Detroit,  dans  le  territoire  de  Michigan,  le  9eme 
jour  du  mois  de  Juillet,  mille  huit  cent  six,  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  du  temoins  soussignes,  apres 
Que  lecture  a  ete  faitte  des  presentes. 

PIERRE  CHENE.  [l.  s.] 
TOUSSAINT  CHENE.  [i.  ^.] 
GABRIEL  CHENE.  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de  ANTOINE  L.\SSELLE.  [l.  s.] 

Hubert  Lacroix, 
Th.  Lecuyer. 
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Territory  of  Michigan,  to  vnt: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigiiecl,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  district 
of  Detroit,  the  above  named  Pierre  Chene,  Toussaint  Chene,  and  Gabriel  Chene,  grantors,  and  Antoine  Lasselle, 
Jun.,  grantee,  and  they  all  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  their  free  and  voluntary  act  and 
deed,  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that  as  such  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  9th  day  of  July,  1806. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  [l.  s.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  247;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  tlie  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  248.  J.  &  F.  Lasselle.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  to 
a  tract  of  land  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed,  on  the  16th  of  July  instant,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:      "  Detroit,  July  16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  o^ 
Jand,  situate  on  river  Detroit,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river 
Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Joseph  Beaubien,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Alexis  D.  Labadi. 
We  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from  whom 
we  derive  title. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  and  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Alexis  Descontes 
Labadi,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Beaubien. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Descontes  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Joseph  Livernois  was  in  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted 
the  same  since  that  time  to  this  day.     The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  dii  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Joseph  Livernois,  habitant  deraeurant  dans  le  district  du  Detroit, 
lequel  a reconnu,  et  par  ces  presents  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours, 
promet  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  substitu- 
tions, et  de  tout  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  a  Messieurs  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  negociants, 
demeurant  dans  le  meme  district,  a  ce  present,  et  acceptant  acquereurs,  pour  eux,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a 
I'avenir,  une  terre  sise  et  situee  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistant  en  deux  arpents  de 
front  sur  quatre-vingt  de  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  et  par  derriere  par  les  terres  non- 
concedees,  au  nord-est  par  Alexis,  dit  Meniche  Labadi,  et  au  sud-ouest  par  Joseph  Beaubien,  tel  et  ainsy  que  la 
ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  s'etend  de  toutes  parts,  y  compris  la  maison  et  autres  batiments  susconstruits,  verger,  clo- 
tures, &c.  circonstances,  et  dependances,  sans  par  le  dit  vendeur  en  rien  excepter,  reserver,  ny  retenir,  que  les  dits 
acquereurs  disent  bien  connoitre,  et  dont  ils  sont  contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  le  prix  et  somme  de  sept  cent 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  egalle  a  dix-sept  cent  cinquante  piastres,  monoye  legalle  des  Etats  Unis,  que  le 
dit  Joseph  Livernois  reconnoit  avoir  re^u  des  dits  Messrs.  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  lors  et  avant  passation  des 
presentes.  les  en  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres.  Au  moyen  de,  ce  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment 
transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte,  aux  dits  acquereurs,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels 
droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  s'en  de- 
mettant,  et  dessaissisant  a  leur  profit,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'ils  en  soient  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par 
qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes.    Car  ainsy,  &c.  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  27eme  jour  de  Mars,  A.  D.  1806;  et  le  dit  Joseph  Livernois  a  signe,  et  scelle,  en  pre- 
sence de  temoins,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

JOSEPH  LIVERNOIS.  [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre  en  presence  de  Ph.  Lecuver, 

Peter  Audrain. 

Territory  or  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace,  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  Joseph  Livernois,  the  above  grantor,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  to  be  his 
act  and  deed,  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that  as  such  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  6th  day  of  April,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  F.  D.  D. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  this  day,  the  7th  day  of  April,  1808,  personally  appeared  before  me,  the  under- 
signed, one  of  the  justices  assigned  lo  keep  the  peace  in  the  said-  district  of  Detroit,  Therese  Livernois,  wife  of  the 
said  Joseph  Livernois,  the  above  grantor,  and  acknowledged  that  she  freely  consented  to  the  foregoing  sale,  and 
that  she  now  relinquishes  all  right  of  dower  to  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D.     [l.  s.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  248;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  (he  forenoon. 

Friday,  July  22,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  249.  FRAxgois  BoNOME. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Bonome  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  at  the  Pointe  a  Guinolet,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  (by  James  and  Francis  Lasselle,  thirty- 
fourth  claim)  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of 
27th  November,  1805. 

Thistractcontains,  by  estimation,  about  two  hundred  arpents;  it  being  about  five  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 

depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean 

Baptiste  Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Reneau,  Sen. :  vvhereupon,  Jeau 

Batiste  Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
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deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Bonome  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  (6th  June,  1801)  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same 
since  that  time  to  this  day.  And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to 
the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  249;  and  that 
he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  250.  Nicholas  Patenaude,  Jun- — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Nicholas  Patenaude, 
Jun.  to  a  tract  of  land  situated  at  L'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  9th  instant 
was  read,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  9,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  four.arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair, 
in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Batiste  Ladouceur,  on  the  other  side  by  Batiste  Socier;  1  claim  and 
set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvemeHts,  made  by  me,  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

NICHOLAS  PATENAUDE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  above  by  Batiste  Ladouceur's  lands,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Batiste  Socier:  whereupon, 
Jean  Batiste  Vernier,  dit  Ladouceur,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  Jiiiy,  1796,  one  Francois  Anibroise  Tremble  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  made  a  present  o't  the  same  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed 
and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day,  except  during  the  year  1806.  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited 
the  following  piece  of  writing,  to  wit: 

Je,  soussigne,  Frangois  Ainbroise  Tremble,  declare  que  j'ai  fait,  il  y  a  plusieurs  annees,  un  don  pur  et  simple 
d'une  terre,  a  L'ance  creuse,  sur  le  lac  St.  Clair,  contenante  quatre  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur, 
bornee  d'un  cote,  en  haut,  par  Batiste  Ladouceur,  et  en  bas  par  Batiste  Socier,  a  Nicholas  Patenaude,  tils,  ses 
hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  pour  toujours;  cette  terre  a  ete  etablie  en  1795  par  mon  pere,  pour  mon  compte;  et  je  consens 
et  je  prie  les  conimissionaires  de  confirmer  le  titre  au  dit  Nicholas  Patenaude,  fils,  promettant  ne  le  jamais  troubler 
dans  cette  possession,  ny  lui,  ny  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause. 

Fait  au  Detroit,  le  9  Juillet,  1808.  , 

FRANCOIS  AMBROISE  TREMBLE,  sa  x  marque. 
En  presence  de 

Pierre  Chene. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  District  of  Detroit, 
the  above  named  Francois  Ambroise  Tremble,  who  acknowledged  the  foregoing  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  containecl. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  at  Detroit,  the  9th  day  of  July,  1808. 

Postponed.  PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  25,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  251.  The  widow  and  the  heirs  of  James  Abbott,  Esq.  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration 
the  claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  James  Abbott,  Esq.  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  Detroit  river, 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  257,  under  the 
date  of  28th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  thousand  two  hundred  acres,  it  being  fifteen  acres  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  the  river  a,  la 
Carriare,  and  above  by  unconceded  lands:  whereupon.  James  Havard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf 
of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1785,  he,  the  deponent,  lived  on  the 
premises,  as  a  tenant  of  the  late  James  Abbott,  deceased,  for  about  one  month,  during  which  time  he  ploughed  part 
of  the  land;  that  one  Mam  Brown,  (a  Wyandot  Indian  Chief)  ordered  the  deponent  to  move  oft'  the  premises; 
and  the  deponent  not  paying  any  attention  to  this  order,  the  brother  of  the  blind  chief  of  the  same  nation  came  and 
ordered  the  deponent  to  quit  the  premises  immediately,  and  that,  if  he  did  not  do  it  with  a  good  grace,  he  would 
compel  him  to  do  it.  The  deponent  left  the  premises  the  next  day.  The  deponent  saith  that  there  was  at  that  time 
on  the  premises  a  field  of  about  eight  acres  under  fence,  wherein  one  Whitaker  had  planted  corn  as  a  tenant  of  Mr. 
Abbott;  that  afterwards,  the  blind  chief  took  possession  of  the  premises,  and  planted  corn  on  the  same;  that  there 
was  a  house  built,  and  some  fruit  trees  planted  thereon.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that,  if  he  had  remained  on 
the  premises,  he  would  have  built  a  large  house,  and  other  necessary  out-houses,  agreeably  to  an  agreement  he  had 
entered  into  with  said  Mr.  Abbott. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesdav,  July  26,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  27,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  252.  The  Widow  and  Heirs  of  John  Wright,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  John  Wright,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  and  the 
notice  filed  by  the  widow  and  administratrix  was  read,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  22,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  (as  the  widow 
and  administratrix  to  the  estate  of  my  late  husband,  John  Wright,  deceased)  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  river  St. 
Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  nundred  and  ninety  arpents,  it  being  four  and  three-fourths  arpents  in  front 
by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands 
claimed  by  William  Thorn,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Robinson.  I  claim  and  set  up  title 
by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements,  made  by  my  late  husband,  and  those  from  whom  he 
derived  title. 

JOSEPH  ROWE, 
For  the  widow  and  administratrix  of  John  Wright,  deceased. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  ninety  arpents,  it  being  four  and  three-quarter  arpents  in 
front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands 
claimed  by  William  Thorn,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Robinson. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  John  Wright,  deceased,  was  in 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  his  death,  since  which  time  his  widow  and  children 
have  occupied  the  same  to  this  day.  And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners,  that  the  claimants  arc 
entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No. 
253;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  con- 
tained, to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  253.  William  Thorn,  Sen.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Thorn,  Sen.  to  a 
tract  of  land  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  -10,  under  the  date  of  8th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  it  being  seven  and  a  quarter  acres  in  front, 
more  or  less,  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  and  south  by  lands  claimed  by  Alexander 
Harrow,  and  north  by  lands  claimed  by  the  widow  and  heirs  of  John  Wright,  deceased:  whereupon,  George  Mel- 
drum was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depusecl  and  said,  that 
previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so 
to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No-  253;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  July  28,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  Ju/j/ 29,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  re-considered  the  claim  of  Nicholas  Patenaude,  Jun.  (No.  250)  which  was  postponed  on  the  22d  inst. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  250;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  254.  Jacob  Visger,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacob  Visger,  Esq.  as  agent  of 
William  J.  Teller,  to  a  lot  of  ground  situate  on  river  Detroit,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  30th  June  last, 
■was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

Please  take  notice  that  I,  as  agent  for  William  J.  Teller,  heir  of  the  late  Garret  Teller,  deceased,  set  up  and 
make  claim  to  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  situate,llying,  and  being  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  on  the  side  of  the  public  road,  and  on  the  northeast  side  seventy-six  feet,  bounded  by  Robert  Navarre,  and 
on  the  southeast  along  the  Detroit  river,  at  low  water  mark,  and  on  the  southwest  twenty-seven  feet,  bounded  by 
Pierre  Labadi,  which  I  claim,  as  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  previous  the  1st  July,  1796. 

J  ACOB  VISGER,  ^gent  for  William  J.  Teller. 

This  lot  of  land  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  on  the  side  of  the  public  road,  and  on  the 
northeast  side  seventy-six  feet,  bounded  by  land  claimed  by  Robert  Navarre,  and  on  the  southeast  along  the  Detroit 
river,  at  low  water  mark,  and  on  the  southwest  twenty-seven  feet,  bounded  by  land  claimed  by  Pierre  Labadi. 

Whereupon,  Major  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Amable  St.  Cosme,  a  gunsmith,  was  living  on 
the  premises  as  tenant,  placed  thereon,  by  the  claimant,  as  agent  of  William  Teller,  and  that  he  continued  thereon 
about  two  years;  that  afterwards  the  claimant  put  an  old  man  in  the  house,  to  take  care  of  it;  that  some  time  after  the 
house  was  blown  down  in  a  gale  of  wind;  and  that  since  that  time,  the  premises  have  remained  in  the  charge  of  the 
claimant-  The  deponent  further  saith,  Jean  Baptiste  Couture  purchased  that  lot  from  Porlier  Benac,  before  Pierre 
Labadi  purchased  his  farm  adjoining  said  lot.  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed, 
to  wit: 

Par  devant  Thomas  Williams,  ecuyer,  notaireau  Detroit  y  residant,  fut  present  Jean  Baptiste  Couture,  lequel  a 
reconnu^avoir  de  sonbongre,  et  sans  aucun  contrainte,  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  etdelaisse,desmaintenant  et 
a  tou jours,  promet  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  dettes,  douaires,  evictions,  substitutions,  alienations, 
hypotheques,  et  empechementgenerallementquelconque,  au  Sieur  Gerrit  Teller,  negotiant,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant 
acquereur,  pour  lui,  seshoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  un  emplacement  sis  et  situeau  nord  de  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  contenant 
deux  cent  cinquante  pieds  de  long  sur  le  chemin  du  Roy,  soixante  et  seize  pieds  de  large  au  bout  a  I'est-nord-est,  et 
vingt-sept  pieds  de  large  au  bout  a  I'ouest-sud-ouest,  (mesure  de  Paris)  tenant  du  cote  de  I'est-nord-est  a  la  terre 
de  Robert  Navarre,  fils,etdu  cote  du  nord-nord-ouest,  au  chemin  du  Roy;  du  cote  du  sud-sud-est  a  la  ditte  riviere, 
et  a  I'ouest-sud-ouest  a  la  terre  de  Pierre  Labadi,  le  dit  emplacement,  ensemble  les  maisons  et  autres  batiments, 
circonstances,  et  dependances,  et  ainsi  que  le  tout  se  poursuit,  comporte,  et  s'etend  de  toutes  parts  etde  fond  en 
cotnble,  sans  par  le  dit  vendeur  en  rien  excepter,  reserver,  ni  retenir.  Cette  vente  ainsy  faitte  aux  clauses  et  con- 
ditions susdittes  et  suivantes,  des  rentes  et  taxes,  et  droits  seigneuriaux,  envers  sa  Majeste,  ou  des  servitudes  ac- 
coutumees  auxquelles  peut-etre  sujet  le  dit  emplacement;  en  outre  pour  et  moyennant  le  prix  et  somme  de  deux 
cents  pounds  du  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  cent  livres  de  sucre  sauvage,  et  quatre  vingt  dixlivresde  graisse,  pay- 
able comme  suit,  savoir:  cents  pontes  comptant,  cents  pontes  dans  le  cours  de  May  prochain,  le  sucre  et  graisse 
quand  le  dit  couture  en  aura  besoin.  Pour  surete  de  quoy,  et  desquels  payements,  le  dit  emplacement,  circonstan- 
ces, et  dependances,  resteronthypothequees  jusqu'aentiere  satisfaction  et  payements.  Au  moyen  de  quoy,  et  detout 
ce  quedessus,  le  dit  vendeur  a  transporte  et  transporte  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  tous  droits  de  pro- 
priete,  ou  autres  qu'il  a  ou  qu'il  peut  avoir  pretendre  ou  demander  en  et  surle  dit  emplacement,  maisons,  et  autres 
batiments,  fonds,  et  trefonds,  et  dont  il  s'est  par  ces  presentes  desaissi.  demis,  et  devetu  au  nora  et  profit  du  dit 
acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  etpaisible  possession  etseizine; 
par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartienda  en  vertu  des  presentes.  Et  pour  faire  insinuer  le  present  contrat  au  greffe  du 
Detroit,  ou  par  tout  ailleurs,  ou  besoin  sera,  les  tlittes  parties  ont  elu  pour  leur  Procureur  General  et  special  le  por- 
teur  d'iceux,  aqui  ils  donnent  pouvoird'en  requerir  acte.  Car  ainsy,  &c.  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  renon- 
Sant,  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit  I'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre  vingt-trois,  et  le  huit  Octobre,  et  k.  le  dit  vendeur  a  declare  ne 
savoir  signer,  mais  pour  le  dit  acquereur  il  a  signe  avec  nous  notaire,  lecture  faitte,  presence  du  Sieur  John  Cassety 
et  Jacques  Campeau,  fils,  lesquels  ont  signe  comme  temoins,  faute  d'un  second  notaire. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  COUTURE,  sa  x  marque - 
John  Casety, 
Jacques  Campeau. 

T.  WILLIAMS,  Notaire 

Enregistre  au  greffe  du  Detroit,  en  le  registre  No.  2,  pages  311  et  314,  par  moy. 

Postponed.  T.  WILLIAiMS,  Greffier. 
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The  Board  reconsidered  the  third  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  (No.  218.) 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Jubainoille  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bemg  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July.  1796,  he  was  living  on  the  farm  of  Major  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot, 
with  one  Leclerc,  on  the  southwest  side  of  river  Rouge;  that,  at  that  time,  there  was  an  old  building  on  the  premises 
now  under  consideration,  with  a  shed  for  a  calash,  a  well  had  been  dug,  and  that  there  were  pickets  and  rails  round 
a  piece  of  ground.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  always  understood  that  the  premises  were  in  the  possession 
of  the  said  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot.  Alexis  Labadi,  another  witness,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous 
to  the  1st  July,  1796,  there  was  on  the  premises  an  old  building  used  by  Mr.  Cicot  to  keep  his  hogs  in;  there  vyas 
a  shed  for  his  calash,  and  a  field  of  about  one  arpent,  and  one  quarter  ot  an  arpent  was  lenced  m,  and  that  from  that 
time  to  this  day  said  Cicot  had  gradually  increased  his  cultivation.— Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  July  30,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 

to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ^^^^^^  ATTWATER, 

PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 

Detroit,  July  30,  1808.  

No.  9. 

Transcript  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  1st 
day  of  August  to  the  Zlst  day  of  same  month,  inclusively,  1808. 

Monday,  August  1,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  Ino  business,  ad- 
journed to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  August  2,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park  to  three  tracts  of  land,  situate  in  the  district 
of  Detroit,  and  the  notice  by  them  tiled  on  the  22d  July  last  was  read,  in  the  words  and  figures  foUowiDg,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Usq.  Register  of  the  U.  S.  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  district  and  territory  aforesaid. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  22,  1808. 

We  do  hereby  make  entry  and  claim  the  following  tracts  of  land  in  your  district,  to  wit:  1st.  one  tract  of  about 
six  hundred  acres,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Raisins,  and  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  on  the  west 
side  by  lands  of  James  and  Francois  Lasselles,  thence,  running  along  river  Raisins,  until  it  strikes  the  shore  on  lake 

Erie,  and  bounded  in  rear  by  said  lake,  including  a  small  island  called island. 

2d.  A  tract  lying  and  being  at  Grosse  Pointe,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  on  the  southwest  by  Nicholas 
Patenaude,  and  on  the  northeast  by  the  widow  Crequi,  running  back  forty  acres. 

3d.  Also,  one  tract  of  improved  land  of  about  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  upon  the  north  side  of  the  said  river 
St.  Clair,  of  about  twenty  acres  in  front  by  thirty  or  thirty-one  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  ssouth  side  by  a  small  creek 
called  Mill  creek,  and  on  the  north  by  a  certain  other  improved  farm,  belonging  to  the  claimants. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM. 

No.  255.  Meldrum  and  Park. — The  tract  No.  3  contains,  by  estimation,  about  six  hundred  and  fortjr  acres,  it 
being  twenty  acres  in  front  by  thirty  or  thirty-one  in  depth,  is  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  St.  Clair,  is  bound- 
ed on  the  south  side  by  a  small  creek,  commonly  called  Mill  creek,  and  on  the  north  by  lands  claimed  by  the  said 
claimants. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises;  that,  in  the  year  1790,  apple  trees  were  planted,  houses  were  built,  and  a  saw  mill  was  erected, 
/  about  three  or  lour  arpents  were  in  cultivation,  and  that  since  the  year  1796,  to  this  day,  the  claimants  have  pos- 
sessed and  caused  the  premises  to  be  occupied  and  cultivated  without  any  interruption. — Postponed. 

No.  256.  The  heirs  of  William  M'Comb,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  fourth  claim  of 
the  heirs  of  the  late  William  M'Comb,  deceased,  to  wit,  John,  William,  and  David  M'Comb,  to  an  island  called 
Hog  island,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  354» 
under  the  date  of  the  2d  of  December,  1805.  This  island  contains,  by  estimation,  seven  hundred  and  four  acres, 
is  situate  in  the  strait,  about  three  miles  above  the  city  of  Detroit. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1793,  the  late  William  M'Comb  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died,  since  which  time  to  this  day  the  premises  have  been  cultivated  by  tenants 
placed  thereon  by  one  of  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  William  M'Comb. — Postponed. 

No.  257.  The  heirs  of  William  M'Comb,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  twelfth  claim  of 
the  heirs  of  the  late  William  M'Comb,  deceased,  to  wit,  John,  William,  ^nd  David  M'Comb,  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  river  Detroit,  at  a  place  called  Grand  Marais,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Oflice  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  354,  under  the  date  of  2d  December,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estima- 
tion, one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  river 
Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  now  claimed  by  Pierre  Chene,  and  southwest  by  lands 
claimed  by  Charles  Chovin,  Sen. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  the  late  William  M'Comb  was  in  possession  and  tenanted  the  premises  from 
the  year  1783  until  he  died,  since  which  time,  to  this  day,  one  of  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the 
said  William  M'Comb  has  caused  the  premises  to  be  kept  in  constant  cultivation,  by  tenants  placed  thereon  by 
him. — Postponed. 

No.  258.  Gregor  McGregor.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gregor  McGregor  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  at  Grosse  Pointe  on  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  36,  under  the  date  of  14th  February,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in 
rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Alexander  Grant,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Mrs. 
Reaume. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and 
tenanted  the  same,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
!and,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  258;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
•the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  218.  James  Baby,  reconsidered.— The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  (No.  218:)  where- 
upon Thomas  Smith,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
ileposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  (he  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Batista  Cicot  had  a  small  house,  or  a  hog-pen,  and  he 
believed  a  well,  on  the  premises;  that  Major  Cicot  has  always  been  in  possession  from  that  time,  and  tliat  he  knows 
of  no  person  having  claim  to  the  premises  except  Baby;  and  that  Mr.  Baby,  or  some  one  of  the  family,  claimed  the 
said  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  an  Indian  deed.  At  this  time  Jean  Batiste  Cicot  owned  a  farm  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  on  which  he  or  some  one  of  his- family  lived. 

Question  by  Sol.  Sibley.— Bid  you  consider  the  improvements  thus  made  by  Cicot  ;is  a  convenience  or  as  a  dis- 
tinct improvement,  having  no  connexion  with  the  farm  or  ferry.? 

Answer.— 1  think  it  was  both  for  improvement  and  convenience. 

The  deponent  doth  not  recollect  that  Cicot  ever  told  him,  previous  to  the  year  1796,  that  he  had  any  claim  to  the 
laud  in  question.  The  deponent,  at  the  request  of  jMr.  Baby,  surveyed  the  land  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  and  Cicot 
furnished  the  hands  to  help  him  to  survey;  that,  at  that  time,  there  was  the  same  improvements  as  existed  previous 
to  1796,  that  is,  ashed  for  horses;  that  there  was  not  at  the  time  of  the  survey  any  fields  or  enclosures,  but  that  there 
was  a  kind  of  abbattis  or  brush  fence,  between  this  land  and  the  land,  of  the  Northwest  Company,  made  !)y  Cicot, 
as  he  understood  from  Mr.  Cicot.  He  further  saith  that,  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  he  does  not  believe  that  any 
field  or  enclosures  had  been  made  on  the  tiact  in  question.  For  the  caveat  entered  by  Jean  Batiste  Delille  against 
this  claim,  see  page  387.— Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon- 

Wednesday,  August  3,  1808. 
■  The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  re-considered  the  twelfth  claim  of  John,  William,  and  David  McComb,  (No.  2.57,)  which  was  post- 
poned yestesday  for  consideration. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  257;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  August  4,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  259.  The  widow  akd  heirs  of  Isaac  Ganier,  deceased — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  Isaac  Garnier,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  river  Rouge,  and  the  notice  by  them  filed 
with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  on  the  6th  of  July  last,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  61  h  July,  1808. 

Take  notice,  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Rouge,  containing  two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  un- 
located  lands,  on  one  side  by  the  land  of  Capt.  Nelson,  on  the  other  by  lands  of  John  Shaw.  I  claim  and  set  up  title 
for  myself  and  my  children,  by  virtue  of  possession  and  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from 
whom  I  derive  title. 

Widow  of  GANIER,  her  x  mark, 

for  self  and  her  children. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  acres,  it  being  two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Capt.  Nelson,  and  below  by  lands  claimed 
by  John  Shaw. 

Whereupon,  James  May,  Esquire,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Robert  Govvie  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Shaw,  who  sold  to  the  late  Isaac  Ganier,  deceased,  who  occupied 
the  same  until  he  died,  since  which  time,  the  widovv  and  children  have  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day. 
The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  viz. : 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  le  temoin  soussigne  fut  present  John  Shaw,  du  district  du  Detroit,  lequel  a  reconnu  avoir  vendu, 
cede,  transporte,  etdelai&se,des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  promet  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tons  troubles,  dons,  dou- 
aires,  hypotheques,  et  de  tout  empechement  generalleraent  quelconque,  (excepte  les  droits  du  Gouvernement  des 
Etats  Unis,)  a  Isaac  Ganier,  tonnellier,  demeurant  au  Detroit,  a  ce  present  accepfaht,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs.  etay.mt 
cause  a.  I'avenir,  deux  acres  de  terre,  sise  et  situee  sur  la  riviere  Rouge,  dans  le  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan, 
sur  quarante  acres  de  profondeur;  bornee  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  Rouge,  en  haut  par  la  terre  du  Capitaine  Jona- 
tlian  Nelson,  et  en  bas  par  la  terre  du  dit  vendeur,  ensemble  les  batiments  susconstruits,  etc.,  lesquels  deux  acres 
sont  partie  d'une  plantation  de  quatre  acres  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  achetee  par  le  dit  ,Tohn  Shaw  de 
Robert  Gowie,  par  contrat  passe  au  Detroit,  le  25  Avril,  1800,  enregistre  au  grelfe  du  Detroit,  dans  le  livre  No.  1, 
page  405;  tel  et  ainsy  que  les  deux  acres  se  poursuivent  et  comportentde  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  etdependances, 
que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  en  echange  d'une  maison  et  lot  sise  et  situee  sur 
la  commune  du  Detroit,  communement  appellee  domaine,  par  contrat  passe  ce  jour,  et  execute  par  le  dit  Isaac 
Ganier  au  dit  John  Shaw.  Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit  John  Shaw  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes 
transporte  au  dit  Isaac  Ganier,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons, 
actions,  et  tous  autres  droits,  qu'il  a  et  pouvoit  avoir  sur  les  dits  deux  acres  susvendus,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'll  en 
soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  pi'esentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  vingtieme  jour  du  mois  de  Mars,  en  I'an  denotre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  six;  et  le 
dit  John  Shaw  a  signe  et  scelle  apres  lecture  faitte. 

JOHN  SHAAV.  (l.  s.) 

Signe  et  delivie  en  presence  de 

Peter  Audrain,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  259;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to_ 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  260.  Eluah  Brush.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Elijah  Brush,  Esq.  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  at  a  place  called  Prairie  Ronde,  near  the  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  419,  under  the  date  of  the  14th  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  acres,  it  being  five  acres  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth;  bounded  in 
front  by  lands  claimed  by  Matthew  Ernest  and  John  Harvey  at  the  distance  of  forty  acres  from  river  Detroit,  south- 
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west  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Livernois,  and  northeast  by  lands  claimed  formerly  by  Matthew  Ernest,  and  in 
rear  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Barthe  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  about  seventeen  years  ago,  he,  the  deponent,  lived  on  the  premises,  and  remained  thereon 
eight  years  as  agent  of  Mr.  John  Askin;  and  that,  during  that  time,  he  caused  a  house  to  be  built,  and  about  twenty 
acres  cultivated  and  under  fence;  that  after  he  left  the  premises,  Mr.  Askin  placed  thereon  a  negro  man  called  Ben, 
who  remained  thereon  until  Mr.  Askin  sold  to  claimant.  Alexis  Descontes  Labadi,  being  also  sworn,  deposed  and 
said,  that  the  premises  have  always  been  cultivated  and  under  fence,  and  are  now  so,  anid  taken  care  of  by  Joseph 
Livernois. 

And  tiiereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No,  260;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  (o  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  261.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Jean  Batiste  Crequi,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the 
claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Jean  Batiste  CREqui,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  and 
tlie  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  August  4,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  my  claim,  for  myself  and 
my  children,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  one  arpent  in  front  by  forty  in  depth;  bounded 
in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Joseph  Ellair,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Mel- 
drum  and  Park.  I  claim  and  set  up  title,  by  virtue  of  possession  and  occupancy^  and  improvements  made  by  me  on 
those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

MADELEINE,  widow  of  Jean  Batiste  Crequi,  her  x  mark, 
for  self  and  her  children. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  forty  arpents,  it  being  one  arpent  in  front  by  forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front 
by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  on  the 
other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Ellair. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  have  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day,  without  any  interruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  Band,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  261;  and  that  they  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  262.  Meldrum  and  Park. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  August  4,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St. 
Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  ou  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  widow  Crequi  and  children,  and  on  the  other 
side  by  Nicholas  Patenaude-  We  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made 
by  us  or  those  from  whom  we  derive  title. 

,    For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  widow  Crequi  and  children, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Nicholas  Patenaude. 

Whereupon,  widow  Crequi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  have  continued  so  to  this  day,  by  causing  the  same  to  be  constantly  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  262;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August  5,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  (No.  218.) 

Whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  for  Jean  Batiste  Delille,  (in  support  of  the  caveat  en- 
tered by  him  2d  August  instant,)  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  there  was  a  shed  and  a  hog-pen 
erected  opposite  the  house  of  Cicot,  but  does  not  remember  whether  it  was  previous  to  1796,  or  after;  that  the  shed 
was  made  of  four  poles  stuck  into  the  ground  with  cross  sticks  on  the  top,  and  straw  put  over  the  same;  that  the 
hog-pen  was  small,  and  made  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  fattening  hogs;  that  in  the  year  1798,  or  1799,  there  was 
no  fence  or  enclosures  made  on  the  premises,  and  that  the  year  after  a  fence  was  put  up  on  part  of  it.  The  depo- 
nent further  saith  that  the  shed  was  built  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  calash  under  it,  as  there  was  not  then  any  flat 
to  cross  the  river  in,  but  only  a  canoe. 

Joseph  Baron,  sen.  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  before  and  after  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  he  has 
mowed  hay  on  the  tract  of  land  in  question,  without  ever  having  asked  the  permission  of  any  person;  that,  he  never 
saw  any  enclosures  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  but  that  he  has  seen  some  sincej  that  six  or  seven  years 
ago  Major  Cicot  prevented  him  chopping  firewood,  saying  that  the  land  was  his,  and  he  had  it  by  exchange  from  Mr. 
Baby.  . 

Louis  Leterte,  sen.  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  he  had  per- 
mission of  the  late  Duperon  Baby,  deceased,  father  to  the  claimant,  to  cut  on  the  premises  what  hay  he  wanted,  and 
that,  since  the  Americans  have  been  here,  he  has  cut  hay  with  the  permission  of  Francis  and  James  Baby,  and  during 
the  time  he  was  cutting,  he  saw  no  buildings  or  enclosures  on  the  premises. 

Jean  Batiste  Lebeau  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago,  he  saw  a  shed  for 
a  calash,  and  a  small  enclosure  round  it  of  about  three  or  four  pannels  offence. 

Jean  Batiste  Dufour  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  there  was  on  the 
premises  a  shed  for  a  calash,  and  a  small  house  in  decay,  with  about  three  quarters  of  an  arpent  enclosed,  but  under 
no  cultivation. 

Antoine  Lefranc,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  there  was  a  shed  tor  a 
calash,  and  a  small  house  without  a  chimney,  with  about  an  arpent,  and  perhaps  a  little  more,  enclosed. 

Pierre  Leblanc,  being  sworn,  gave  the  same  evidence  as  Antoine  Lefranc. 
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Fi-anjois  Gobeye,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  he  cut  his  hay  on 
the  premises  without  the  permission  of  any  body. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  August  G. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  (No.  218. ) 

Charles  Chovin,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  he  cut  hay 
on  the  premises  without  permission,  but  has  not  cut  any  since;  that  lie  saw  a  shed  for  a  calash  made  of  four  posts, 
and  covered  with  straw,  but  doth  not  know  whether  it  was  previous  to  the  Americans  coming  to  this  country,  or 
after;  that  when  he,  the  deponent,  helped  Delille  to  cart  his  rails,  he  saw  rails  spread  on  the  ground  here  and  there, 
two  or  three  in  one  place  prepared  for  a  fence,  as  he  was  told  by  Major  Cicot. 

Alexis  Delille,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  in  1798.  or  1799,  that  part  of 
the  premises  nest  to  the  lands  of  the  Northwest  Company  was  vacant;  that,  in  the  year  following.  Major  Cicot  enclo- 
sed a  small  field  opposite  to  his  farm;  that,  at  that  time  Major  Cicot  employed  the  deponent  to  go  and  purchase  of 
Mr.  Baby  the  whole  tract,  and  that  it  should  be  divided  between  Cicot  and  the  deponent;  that  between  six  and  seven 
years  ago,  Jean  Batiste  Delille,  brotlier  to  the  deponent,  began  to  improve  and  cultivate  that  part  of  the  tract  on 
which  he  now  lives,  and  that,  previous  to  that  time,  no  improvements  had  been  made  thereon  before. 

Bernard  Campeau,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  lie  never  saw  any  limprovements  on  the  premises  pre- 
vious to  the  1st  of  July,  1796;  that,  in  the  year  1797,  he  went  and  lived  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  Rouge,  and 
had  a  full  view  of  the  premises  in  question;  that  there  was  on  the  premises,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, a  shed  for  a  calash,  a  kind  of  a  hog-pen,  with  three  or  four  pannels  of  fence  around  it;  that  he  himself,  and 
several  of  his  neighbors  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  were  in  the  habit  of  erecting  similar  sheds  and  pens  on  the 
Detroit  side  of  the  river,  for  the  conveiiience  of  their  farms  on  the  other  side;  that  it  is  about  ten  years  since  Mr. 
Cicot  began  to  improve,  enclose,  and  cultivate  the  land  in  question;  .that  when  he,  the  deponent,  went  to  live  on  said 
river,  the  general  opinion  was  that  Mr.  Baby  was  the  owner  of  the  premises;  and  that,  one  year  after  he  came  to  the 
said  river.  Major  Cicot  told  him  that  the  land  was  his.  as  he  had  got  it  from  Baby  by  exchange.  The  deponent 
further  saith  that  the  report  was,  that  Babyhad  got  the  land  by  virtue  of  an  Indian  deed. 

Antoine  Baron,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  he  never  saw  any 
improvements  on  the  premises;  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge.  Major  Cicot  began  to  improve  and  cultivate  the 
premises  about  eight  or  nine  yearsago;  that  from  1795,  to  this  day,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  coining  often  to  Detroit, 
and  always  crossed  the  river  Rouge  at  Cicot's  ferry,  and  that,  previous  to  the  time  he  mentioned,  he  never  saw  any 
improvements  on  the  premises. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'tlock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  8,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  August  9,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby  (Esq.  No.  218.) 

Widow  Marie  Anne  Andre,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  years  ago  she 
was  living  on  the  river  Rouge  on  a  farm  now  occupied  by  Charles  Labadi,  and  that,  at  that  time,  there  was  on  the 
premises  in  question  a  shed  for  a  calash,  and  a  small  field  enclosed,  and  in  cultivation,  as  also  a  small  building 
in  which  Major  Cicot  kept  his  hogs,  and  occasionally  put  his  horse. 

Angelique  Bourassa,  being  sworn;  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago,  she  was  living  on 
river  Raisins,  and, in  coming  to  Detroit  to  get  one  of  her  children  christened,  she  crossed  river  Rouge  from  the 
farm  of  Major  Cicot,  where  one  Leclerc  was  then  living  as  a  tenant,  and  that  she  perfectly  recollects  to  have 
seen  on  the  premises  in  question  a  shed  for  a  calash,  and  a  small  building  erected;  and  that  at  a  little  distance  she 
saw  a  small  field  enclosed,  and  cultivated,  in  which  there  were  pumpkins,  and  some  Indian  corn. — Postponed. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  10,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  263.  W.Conner. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  tJie  claim  of  William  Conner  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  river  Huron,  on  the  north  side  of  said  river,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Detroit  in  the  territory  aforesaid. 
Sir:.  Detroit,  August  \0,  iSOS. 

You  will  please  take  notice,  and  enter  in  your  office  ray  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  of  twelve  acres  in  front  by 
fifty  in  depth,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  [river  Huron  in  said  district,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  the  lands  of 
John  Askin,  Jun.  and  on  the  lower  by  those  of  James  Conner,  in  front  by  the  river,  and  in  rear  by  the  lands  of 
the  United  States,  being,  in  all,  about  six  hundred  acres,  which  I  hold  and  claim  by  virtue  of  a  long  and  uninter- 
rupted possession  and  improvement. 

E.  BRUSH, 
•  Attorney  for  Wm.  Conner. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres,  it  being  twelve  acres  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  upper  side  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Askin,  Jun.  and 
below  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Conner. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Baker  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago,  he  was  on  river  Huron,  and  saw  some  improvements 
made  on  the  premises,  to  wit:  a  fence  around,  about  one  and  a  half  acre,  but  there  was  no  land  cultivated;  some 
brushes  were  cut  down  by  way  of  clearing;  the  deponent  understood  then  that  those  improvements  were  made  for 
William  Conner. 

James  Conner,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  thirteen  years  ago,  this  tract  of 
land  was  given  to  the  claimant  by  his  father;  that  he,  the  deponent,  then  did,  with  the  help  of  his  brothers,  cut  down 
timber,  and  erected  a  small  house  on  the  premises;  that  two  years  after,  on  his  return  from  the  Indian  country,  he 
saw  about  two  acres  of  land  under  fence;  and  that,tabout  four  years  ago,  he,  the  deponent,  took  possession,  under  his 
brother,  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  has  continued  to  this  day. — Postponed. 

Caveat  of  Jean  Batiste  Delille,  against  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  (No.  218,)  filed  2d  of  August,  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  Land  Office,  at  Detroit,  in  the  District  of  Detroit. 
John  Batiste  Delille  comes  before  the  said  commissioners  and  enters  his  caveat  against  the  claim  of  James  Baby 
to  so  much  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  river  Rouge,  and  lying  in  a  bend  of  the  said  river 
Rouge,  between  a  lot  owned  by  the  Northwest  Company  and  the  lands  of  James  McGill,  being,  by  estimation,  about 
three  hundred  acres,  "  as  in  the  notice  filed  with  the  Register  of  the  said  Land  Office  is  described  and  set  forth, 
as  he,  the  said  John  Batiste  Delille,  has  occupied  and  improved  for  his  own  benefit,  and  at  his  own  expenses  and 
charges,  to  wit:  seven  acres  in  front  upon  said  river  Rouge,  and  extending  back  at  right  angles  therefrom,  to  the 
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line  nf  said  McGill,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  lands  improved  by  Pierre  Riopel,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands 
improved  by  Jean  Batiste  Cicot;  because  the  said  John  Baptist  Delille  saith  that  he  commenced  his  improvements 
upon  said  tract  of  land  more  than  six  years  past,  and  has  continued  to  improve  and  occupy  the  same,  m  his  own 
ri.slit.  to  this  day,  and  that  he  has  made  valuable  improvements  upon  said  tract  of  land  in  houses,  buildings,  and  fences, 
arid  ihat  he  is  the  head  of  a  family;  and,  by  the  provisionof  the  third  section  ofan  act  entitled  "An  act,  supplemental 
to  an  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,"  he,  the  said  John  Batiste  Delille,  is  entitled  to 
a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  said  tract  of  land  so  by  him  occupied  and  improved,  as  above  set  forth, 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  section;  therefore,  the  said  John  Batiste  Delille  prays  time  may  be  granted  him  for  a  hear- 
ing before  said  commissioners,  and  that  he  may  have  the  privileges  of  subpoenas  for  witnesses,  by  which  to  show  his 
own  right,  as  well  as  disprove  the  right  and  pretensions  of  said  James  Baby  to  said  tract  of  land,  &c. 

For  John  Batiste  Deltlle, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney. 
Detroit,  August  2,  1808. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

THrRSDAY,  August  11,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  264.  Isaac  Todd. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  fifth  claim  of  Isaac  Todd  to  a  lot  of  ground  at 
Grand  Marais,  on  river  Detroit,  wliich  was  entered  with  the  former  Conimissioneis  of  the  Land  OfBce  at  Detroit, 
in  vol.  1,  page  133,  under  tlie  date  of  the  19th  of  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains  nearly  five  acres  square,  bounded  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  St.  Obin,  in  front 
by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  and  southwest  by  the  heirs  of  Cardinal. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Barthe  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  John  Askin,  Esq.  possessed  and  tenanted  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  264;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oflice  at  Detroit. 

No.  265.  James  McGill. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  fourth  claim  of  James  McGill,  to  a  lot  of 
ground  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  town  of  Detroit,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit  in  vol:  1,  page  134,  under  the  date  of  19th  of  November,  1805.  This  lot  contains,  by  estimation, 
thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  feet,  French  measure,  it  being  forty-five  feet  in  front,  by  three  hundred  in  depth; 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  and  northeast  by  land  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Francois  Gouin, 
and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Dequindre,  Esquire. 

Wliereupon,  Louis  Barthe  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  John  Askin,  Esq.  possessed  and  tenanted  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  tiiat  behave  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  265;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
.surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
t^ie  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  266.  Isaac  Todd. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  fourth  claim  of  Isaac  Todd  to  a  tract  of  land 
on  Prairie  Ronde,  vvhich  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page 
124,  under  the  date  of  19th  of  November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  twenty 
arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  seventy  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  rear  of  lands  claimed  by  the 
claimant,  and  by  the  wind  mill  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Livernois,  and  on  the  southwest 
by  lands  claimed  by  James  McGill:  whereupon,  Joseph  Livernois  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the 
claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  John  Askin,  Esq.  was 
ill  possession  and  tenanted  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  1801;  that  the  deponent  has  cultivated  the  prem- 
ises these  two  years  past;  and  that,  since  Mr.  Askin  left  the  premises,  he  has  always  kept  the  fences  in  repair. 

Joseph  Chamberlain,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  lived  on  the  premises,  in  1801,  as  a  tenant  of  Mr. 
Askin,  and  that  one  Coleman  tenanted  the  same  the  year  following. — Postponed. 

No.  267.  Isaac  Todd. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  first  claim  of  Isaac  Todd  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  134, 
under  the  date  of  19th  of  November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  fifty  arpents, 
being  seven  arpents  in  front  by  fii'ty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear,  northeast,  and  south- 
west, by  lands  claimed  by  James  McGill;  whereupon,  Jacob  Visger  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of 
the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  year  1796,  John  Askin,  Esq.  w-as  in 
possession  and  tenanted  the  premises,  and  cultivated  the  lands,  by  causing  ditches  to  be  cut,  and  a  bridge  to  be 
elected,  for  the  purpose  of  making  meadow  land;  as  the  ground  does  not  admit  of  any  other  cultivation,  the  pre- 
mises have  always  been  used  as  meadows,  without  any  enclosures. — Postponed. 

No.  268.  Isaac;  Todd. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  Isaac  Todd,  to  a  tract  of  land 
on  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  with  tiie  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page 
124,  under  the  date  of  19th  of  November,  1S05.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being 
six  arpents  in  front  by  fifty  in  deptli;  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph 
Livernois,  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  James  McGill,  and  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Barthe;  where- 
upon, Joseph  Livernois  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  John  Askin.  Esq.  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises: 
that  tiiere  were  no  improvements  thereon,  and  that  Mr.  Askin  always  made  use  of  it  for  pasture,  and  for  cutting 
fire  wood  and  hay;  the  land  is  sandy,  wet,  and  unfit  for  cultivation. — Postponed. 

No.  269.  Isaac  Todd. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  third  claim  of  Isaac  Todd,  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1. 
page  124,  under  the  date  of  19th  of  November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  seventy-six  arpents,  it 
being  two  arpents  in  front  by  thirty-eight  in  depth;  is  bounded  in  front  by  what  is  called  the  wind  mill  lands,  at  the 
distance  of  twelve  arpents  from  the  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Livernois  and  Barthe,  northeast  by 
lands  claimed  Ijy  John  Harvey,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimant;  whereupon,  Joseph  Livernois  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to 
the  1st  of  July,  1796,  John  Askin,  Esq.  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises;  that  there  are  no  im- 
provements thereon;  and  that  Mr.  Askin  always  made  use  of  it  for  pasture,  and  for  cutting  fire  wood  and  hay;  the 
land  is  sandy,  wet,  and  unfit  for  cultivation. — Postponed. 

No.  270.  James  McGii.L. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  James  McGill,  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  ' 
vol.  1,  page  124,  under  the  date  of  19th  of  November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred 
arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  northeast  and  southwest  by 
lands  claimed  by  Isaac  Todd,  and  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimant:  whereupon,  Jacob  Visger,  Esq.  was 
brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  premises 
were  improved  a  long  time  before  1796,  but  doth  know  that  no  improvements  have  been  made  since  that  time,  nor 
is  there  any  on  the  premises  at  present;  the  land  is  only  fit  for  producing  fire  wood  and  hay.— Postponed. 

No  271.  John  Askin,  Esq.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Askin,  Esq.  to  a  lot  of  ground 
on  river  Detroit,  and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

August  11,  1808. 
John  Askin,  Sen.  claims  an  acre  of  ground,  on  which  there  was  formerly  a  house  and  garden;  its  situation 
at  what  is  called  the  race  ground,  and  bordering  on  the  Detroit  river;  bounded  northeast  by  John  Harvey,  and  in 
the  rear  by  the  same,  and  on  the  southwest  by  what  is  called  (he  wind  mill  lands,  claimed  by 

JOHN  ASKIN. 

This  lot  of  ground  contains  one  square  acre,  bounded  ivi  front  by  river  Detroit,  northeast  and  rear  by  John  Har- 
vey, southwest  by  what  is  called  the  wind  mill  lands. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,' 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1790,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  that, 
in  1797  or  1798,  the  house  was  demolished,  and  that,  since  that  time,  has  remained  open,  and  used  as  a  pasture. 
— Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jacob  Visger,  Esq.,  asagent  of  William  Teller,  (No-  254,)  which  was  post- 
poned the  29th  of  July  last. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  Jean  Batiste  Couture,  the  father,  lived  on  this  lot  of  ground  before  Pierre  Labadi  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives  at  least  three  or  four  years;  that,  five  or  six  years  ago,  the  house  was  blowed  down. 

Jacob  Visger,  Esq.  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  after  the  house  was  blowed  down,  the  heirs  of  William 
Teller  requested  him  to  keep  possession  of  the  premises;  and  that  he  has  kept  possession  from  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  Jlugusl  12,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon. 

Saturday,  August  13,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  272.  The  heirs  of  William  Robertson,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
heirs  of  the  late  William  Robertson,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  filed 
by  E.  Brush,  their  attorney,  on  the  10th  of  August  instant,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  territory  aforesaid. 
Sir:  Detroit,  ,4?/5-wsno,  1808. 

You  will  please  take  notice  that  I  enter  and  claim  for  the  heirs  of  William  Robertson,  deceased,  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  of  three  acres  in  front  and  rear  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  and  bounded  in 

front  by  said  lake,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  now  claimed  by St.  Bernard,  and  on  the  southwest  by  Francois 

Tremble,  in  the  rear  by  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  which  is  held  and  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  long  and  uninter- 
rupted possession  and  improvement  by  the  ancestor  of  the  claimants. 

E.  BRUSH, 
Mlorney  for  the  heirs  of  lHlliam  Robertson. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front,  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by St.  Ber- 
nard, southwest  by  Francois  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  William  Grosbeck  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  premises  above  described  are  part  of  a  tract  which  he,  the  deponent,  purchased 
formerly  from  the  Indians,  and  which  he  afterwards  sold  to  the  late  William  Robertson,  by  deed  of  indenture,  exe- 
cuted on  the  15th  of  January,  1796,  (was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
book  No.  2,  page  111,  under  the  date  of  the  20th  of  February,  1805,)  before  which  last  conveyance,  and  soon  after  he 
purchased  from  the  Indians,  in  the  year  1780,  he,  the  deponent,  made  the  first  improvements  on  the  premises,  by 
putting  tenants  on  it,  who  remained  thereon  three  or  four  years:  after  which,  he  agreed  to  sell  this  tract  to  George 
Baker,  now  deceased,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  but  no  writing  passed  between  them;  that  Baker  contin- 
ued on  the  land  several  years,  but  failed  in  making  any  payments;  that  Baker  afterwaids  sold  his  improvements  to 
one  L'Esperance,  as  the  deponent  was  informed;  the  deponent  was  further  informed  by  Baker  that  L'Esperance  was 
to  pay  to  him,  the  deponent,  the  one  hundred  pounds.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that,  about  three  years  ago, 
he  found  this  tract  of  land  vacant,  and,  by  the  permission  of  Jean  Batiste  Marsac,  (who  now  claims  it)  and  also  by 
the  permission  of  the  late  William  Robertson's  agent,  he  went  to  live  on  it,  and  has  continued  so  until  this  day, 
without  paying  rent  to  either  party. — Postponed. 

No.  273.  Nicholas  Patenode,  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Nicholas  Patenode,  senior, 
to  a  tract  of  land  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office^  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  ,  Detroit,  August  13,  180S. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
1he  northeast  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  twenty-four  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front 
by  about  eight  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  southwest  by  lands 
claimed  by  Robinson  and  Martin,  and  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Melrlrum  and  Park.  I  claim  title  by  vir- 
tue of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  in  1758,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

NICHOLAS  PATENODE,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  C.  Clemens. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  twenty-four  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  eight  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lauds,  southwest  by  Robinson  and  Martin,  northeast  by 
Meldrum  and  Park. 

Whereupon,  Michael  Monet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  for  at  least  thirty  years  past,  the  claimant  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  premises  to  this  day. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  273;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  eight  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  15,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  eight  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  17,  1808. 

The  Boai-d  met  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  eight  in  the  forenoon. 
50  p 
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Thursday,  August  18, 1808. 
The  Board  met  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  William  Robertson,  deceased,  (No.  272,)  which  was  postponed 
on  Thursday  the  13th  instant. 

AVhereupon,  Louis  Billou,  dit  L'Esperance.  a  witness,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  nineteen 
years  ago,  he,tlie  deponent,  purchased  of  Jacob  Baker  the  improvements  which  he  had  made  on  the  premises  under 
consideration,  for  fifty-five  pounds,  New  York  currency,  which  he  paid  said  Baker,  but  that  he  never  assumed  and 
promised  to  pay  to  William  Robertson,  nor  William  Grosbeck,  nor  any  body  else,  any  further  sum  of  money  for  the 
'account  of  Baker;  that,  at  the  time  the  [deponent  took  possession  of  the  premises,  there  was  a  very  small  hut  in 
bad  order,  and  about  one  and  a  half  arpents  enclosed  and  cultivated;  and  the  deponent  acknowledges  to  have  received 
of  Jean  Batiste  Marsac  a  full  consideration  for  the  premises,  to  wit,  a  plantation  which  he  has  received  in  exchange^ 
situate  on  the  British  side  of  river  Detroit,  on  which  he  now  lives. 

And  tjien  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  eight  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August  19,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  274.  Thomas  Knaggs. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  theclaini  of  Thomas  Knaggsto  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  vol.  1,  page  73,  under  the  date  of  January  14,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by 
Whitmore  Knaggs,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Chene. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption. 

And  thereupon  itdoth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  274;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  275.  James  Knaggs. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Knaggs  to  a  tract  of  land,  situ- 
ate on  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  August  19,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  tiie  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  two  and  one-fourth  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded 
infront  and  north  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  the  farm  of  Hyacinte  Lajoye,'on  the 
other  side  by  Jean  Baptiste  Leblanc.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  andimprovements 
made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  James  Knagg^, 

THOMAS  KNAGGS. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  ninety  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  and  one-fourth  of  an  arpent  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  north  and  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed 
by  Hyacinte  Lajoye,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Leblanc. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Simon  Jacob  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  the  9th  of  August,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant;  since  which  time,  the  said  Simon 
Jacob  has  continued  to  live  on  the  premises  as  a  tenant  to  the  claimant. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Erie,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Simon  Jacob,  of  the  river  Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory 
of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  good  and  lawful  money  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  James  Knaggs,  of  the  river,  district,  and  territory  aforesaid,  the  receipt  whereof 
I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  sold,  bargained,  transferred,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  sell,  bargain, 
transfer,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  James  Knaggs,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  all  my  right, 
title,  claim,  and  interest,  in  and  to  a  certain  farm,  lot,  or  parcel  of  land,  situated,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side 
of  said  river  Raisins,  bound  as  follows,  to  wit:  north  and  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  on  the  west  side  by  the  farm  and 
tenements  of  Yessaint  Lajoye,  on  the  east  side  by  a  farm  claimed  by  Jean  Batiste  Leblanc,  in  rear  by  vacant  lands, 
consisting  of,  or  containing,  by  estimation,  two  and  one-fourth  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  arpents  in  depth:  to  have 
and  to  hold  the  said  farm,  lot,  or  parcel  of  land,  with  the  house,  out-house,  barn,  stable,  fences,  and  all  and  every 
of  the  appurtenances  and  privileges  thereunto  in  anywise  belonging,  to  the  said  Janes  Knaggs,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  Simon  Jacob,  do  by  these  presents  warrant  and  forever  defend 
the  said  premises  against  the  claim  of  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  and  assigns,  against  all  judgments,  bonds,  mort- 
gages, or  obligations,  whatever,  and  against  the  claim  of  all  person  or  persons  whatever,  the  claim  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  America  only  excepted. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  or,  not  knowing  how  to  write  myself,  I  have  caused 
my  name  to  be  written,  made  my  common  mark,  and  have  hereunto  affixed  my  seal,  at  river  Raisins  aforesaid,  this 
ninth  day  of  August,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

SIMON  JACOB,  his  X  mark.  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  after  being  duly  read  and  understood, 
in  the  presence  of 

John  Buhbank, 
John  Paxton. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Erie,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  rne,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  district  of  Erie, 
Simon  Jacob,  the  within  subscriber,  who  acknowledged  the  within  to  be  his  own  free  and  voluntary  act  and  deed. 

Given  under  ray  hand,  at  river  Raisins,  the  9th  day  of  August,  1808. 

CHRISTOPHER  TUT TLE,  J.  P.  D.  E. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  clai mantis  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  275;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be. surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  eight  in  the  forenoon. 
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Saturday,  August  20, 1808. 
The  Board  met  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourn- 
ed to  Monday  next,  at  eight  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  22,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  eight  o'clocic  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  eight  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  24,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  eight  o'clocic  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  276.  JuLiEN  FoRTON.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Julien  Forton  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  lake  St.  Clair;  apd  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  August  24,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situtite,  lying,  and  being  at  Pointe  a  Guinolet,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  Pierre  Ambroise,  and  below  by 
Gabriel  Reneau.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long,  uninterrupted  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments. 

JULIEN  FORTON,  his  x  mark. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Ambroise, 
and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  Reneau. 

Whereupon,  Seraphin  Leson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  276;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  August  25,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  two  claims  of  Charles  Chovin  to  two  tracts  of  land,  situate  at  L'ance  creuse; 
and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit:  • 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  August  24,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  northwest  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  about  five 
and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  lake,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the 
northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Sansfajon,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  of  Jean  Batiste  Marsac.  Also, 
another  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  northwest  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation, 
one  hundred  and  ten  arpents,  it  being  about  two  and  three-fourths  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  said  lake,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Batiste  Lapierre,  and 
on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Etienne  Socier.  I  claim  title  to  the  above  described  lands  by  virtue  of  pos- 
session, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

CHARLES  CHOVIN,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafot. 

No.  277.  Charles  Chovin,  {\st  claim.) — The  first  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
arpents,  it  being  about  five  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear 
by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Sansfagon,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean 
Batiste  Marsac. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  277;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  278.  Charles  Chovin,  (2d  claim.) — The  second  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  ten  arpents, 
it  being  two  and  three-quarters  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by 
unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Batiste  Lapierre,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Etienne 
Sieur. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Nantay  was  brought  i'orward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  278;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  ot  tlie 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  279.  Robert  Dixon,  {1st  claim.)— The:  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  (No.  1)  of  Robert  Dixon, 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  460,  under  the 
date  of  24th  December,  1805,  to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack. 

This  lot  contains  seventy -five  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded  on  one 
side  by  James  Aird,  and  on  the  other  side  by  David  Mitchell,  in  front  bjr  the  main  street,  and  in  rear  by  public  land. 

Whereupon,  George  Gillespie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  John  Ogilvy  was  in  possession  and  occupancjr  of  the  premises, 
who  sold  to  John  Campbell,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  occupied  the  same  since  that  time  to 
this  day.  ■     1  1 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  ot 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  279;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  280.  Robert  Dixon,  (2d  claim.)— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  Robert  Dixon  to 
a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  460,  under  the  date  of  24th  December,  1805. 
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This  lot  contains  sixty-two  feet  in  front  by  two  hundred  and  six  feet  in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded  iu  front  by 
the  lake,  in  rear  by  the  main  street,  on  one  side  by  Doctor  Mitchell,  and  on  the  other  side  by  G.  Cote. 

Whereupon,  George  Gillespie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  1796,  Andre  Todd  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises;  and  that,  alter  his 
death,  his  heirs  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  continued  in  possession  until  he  sold  to  David  Mitchell,  (since  this 
claim  was  entered)  and  the  said  David  Mitchell  (the  present  owner)  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this 
day.— Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Pierre  Lacroix,  (No.  106,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  13th  April  last. 

VVhereupon,  George  Gillespie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  wlio,  being  duly  sworn< 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1796,  (on  the  1st  July)  one  Andre  Roy  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  that  the  same  has  been  constantly  occupied  by  those  under  whom  he  claims. — Postponed. 

No.  281.  James  Aird,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  Georse  Aird. — The  Board  took  into  consideration 
the  claim  of  James  Aird,  for  himself,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  George  Aird,  his  brother,  deceased,  to  a  lot  of 

f  round  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  by 
ames  Aird,  in  vol.  1,  page  463,  under  the  date  of  idth  December,  1805. 
This  lot  contains  eighty-five  feet  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded  on  one 
side  by  a  lot  lately  occupied  by  Robert  McKinsie,  and  on  the  other  side  by  a  lot  of  John  Ogilvy. 

Wheteupon,  Robert  Dixon  v/as  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Myers  Michael  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  until  he  sold  to  the 
claimants,  who  have  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  .are  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  281;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detioit. 

No.  282.  John  Ogilvy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Ogilvy  to  a  lot  of  ground  at 
Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol,  2,  page 
118,  under  the  date  of  26th  February.  1806. 

This  lot  contains  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  square,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  main  street,  on  the  north 
side  by  the  road  leading  to  a  field  in  possession  of  Government,  and  on  the  south  side  by  a  lot  now  in  possession  of 
Mr.  Davenport. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Grignon  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  282;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
survejKd,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  283.  Louis  Crawford,  (1st  claim.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  first  claim  of  Louis  Crawford 
to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  30,  under  the  date  of  26th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  ninety -three  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  main 
street,  on  the  north  side  by  a  lot  now  in  possession  of  Alexis  Laframboise.  Jun.,  and  on  the  west  side  by  a  field 
belonging  to  Government,  and  on  the  south  side  by  a  lot  of  Doctor  Mitchell. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  John  Ogilvy  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  possessed  and  occupied  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  283;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  284.  Louis  Crawford,  (2d  claim.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  Louis  Craw- 
ford to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  30,  under  the  date  of  26th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  seventy-five  feet  in  front  by  two  hundred  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  Water  street,  on  the 
north  by  Mr.  Cameron's  lot,  on  the  west  by  the  main  street,  and  on  the  south  by  Robert  Dixon  and  Company. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Jean  Batiste  Tabau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Louis  Crawford,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  until  he  sold  to 
George  Hoflhian,  Esq.,  who  sold  to  Murdock  Cameron,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  to  this  day,  and  is  now  the 
real  owner. — Postponed. 

No.  285.  D.  Mitchell,  (Is/  claim) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  first  claim  of  Dr.  David  Mitchell 
to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  22,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  of  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  seventy-five  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  main 
street,  on  the  north  by  Louis  Crawford,  on  the  west  by  a  field  in  possession  of  Government,  and  on  the  south  by 
Robert  Dixon  and  Company. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  lot  of  ground, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  285;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  286.  D.  Mitchell,  (arfc/aiwi.)— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  Dr.  David  Mit- 
chell to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  22,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  depth,  and  two  hundred  and  ten  in  front,  improved  as  a  garden, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  lake,  on  the  east  by  a  lot  of  John  Coates,  on  the  west  by  Government's  garden,  and  on 
the  north  by  Government's  ground. 

Whereupon,  George  .Gillespie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Richardson,  and  Company,  were  in  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  Captain  Wiley,  from  whom  the  claimant 
purchased,  and  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  connnissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  286;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  287.  D.  Mitchell.  (.3d  claim.)— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  third  claim  of  Dr.  David  Mit- 
chell to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  22,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  December,  IS05. 

This  lot  contains  fifty-six  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  feet  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  main  street,  on 
the  south  and  on  the  north  by  Robert  Dixon,  and  on  the  east  by  land  of  the  claimant. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  tiiereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  287;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No-  388.  D.  Mitchell,  (,4(h  claim.)— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  fourtli  claim  of  Dr.  David  Mit- 
chell to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  22,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  of  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  forty-nine  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  Water  street,  on  the 
north  by  a  lot  now  claimed  by  Robert  Dixon,  and  on  the  west  and  south  by  other  lands  of  said  claimant. 

Whereupon,  George  Gillespie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  ana 
has  continued  so  to  this  clay. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  288;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  289.  D.  Mitchell,  {5th  claim.)— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  fifth  claim  of  Dr.  David  Mit- 
chell to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  22,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  fifty  by  fifty  feet,  being  a  square  lot,  bounded  in  front  by  Water  street,  on  the  north  by  Robert 
Dixon  and  Company,  on  the  south  by  the  claimant,  and  on  the  west  by  Dixon. 

Whereupon,  George  Gillespie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Robert  Dixon  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Murdock  Cameron,  who  sold  to  David  Mitchell,  who  possessed  and  occupied  the 
same  until  he  sold  to  Robert  Dixon,  who  is  now  in  possession. — Postponed. 

No.  290.  Murdock  Cameron. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Murdock  Cameron  to  a  lot  of 
ground  at  Michillimackinack;  and  the  notice  by  Solomon  Sibley,  his  attorney,  filed  this  day,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  August  25,  1808. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit  that  Murdock  Cameron, 
of  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  makes  entry  and  claim  to  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  situated  in  the  village  and  upon 
the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  with  the  buildings  thereon  erected,  being  sixty-five  feet  in  front  by  two  hundred 
feet  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  lake  street,  in  rear  by  the  main  street,  on  one  side  by  a  cross  street  leading  to 
the  lake,  on  the  other  side  by  a  lot  claimed  by  said  Cameron,  by  him  acquired  by  purchase,  formerly  the  property  of 
Antoine  Tabeau,  sets  up  claim  to  said  lot  by  purchase  from  George  Hoffman,  Esq.  who  claimed  under  purchase  from 
the  claimant,  &c.,  sets  up  claim,  also,  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  of  said  premises  by 
himself  and  those  under  whom  he  claims  and  derives  title  to  said  premises. 

SOL.  SIBLEY, 

Attorney  for  Murdock  Cameron. 

This  lot  contains  sixty-five  feet  in  front  by  two  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  lake  street,  in  rear 
by  the  main  street,  on  one  side  by  a  cross  street  leading  to  the  lake,  and  on  the  other  side  by  a  lot  claimed  by  the 
claimant. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  representatives  of  Alexis  Campion  were  in  possession  of  the 
iDremises  until  they  sold  to  Toussaint  Pothier,  who  sold  to  Boutheillier,  who  sold  to  Cameron,  who  sold  to  George 
Hoftinan,  Esq.,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased  again  the  premises,  and  has  possessed  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  290;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  thequantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  291.  Toussaint  Pothier,  {2d  claim.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  Toussaint 
Pothier  to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  19,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains,  by  estim.ation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  front  upon  the  lake,  and  two  hundred  and 
seventy  feet  in  rear  to  the  bank  or  hill,  bounded  on  the  southwest  by  Patrick  McGulpin's  possession- 

Whereupon,  George  Gillespie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Victor  Lagaterie  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises; 
and  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  claimant  is  justly  possessed  of  the  premises,  and  has  occupied  the  same  these 
three  or  four  years. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  291;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  292.  JosiAH  Bleakley,  {1st  cZainj.  V-The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  first  claim  of  Josiah  Bleakley 
to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  15,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  thirty-nine  feet  in  front  by  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  feet  in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded 
in  front  by  lake  Huron,  in  rear  by  a  lot  of  ground  in  possession  of  Mr.  Lavictoire,  on  the  southerly  side  by  I^apoint 
lot,  and  on  the  northerly  side  by;  a  lane  leading  from  Market  street  to  the  lake. 

Whereupon,  George  Gillespie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  292;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  293.  GiASsoN  AND  Berthelot. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Giasson  and  Bertheiot  to 
a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  7,  under  the  date  of  the  24th  December,  1805. 
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This  lot  contains,  iii  front,  two  hundred  and  sixty -two  feet  upon  the  main  street,  and,  in  depth,  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  feet,  bounded  in  front  by  said  main  street,  on  one  side  by  a  lot  in  possession  of  Mr.  i)avenport,  and  on 
the  other  side  by  a  lot  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Laframboise,  and  in  rear  by  Government's  ground. 

Whereupon,  George  Gillespie  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Andre  Todd  vvas  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  died;  his  heirs  sold  to  Jacques  Giasson,  who  has  occupied  the  same  with  Berthclot  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  293;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  294.  Heirs  or  Jacques  Giasson,  deceased,  (ls<  claim.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  first  claim 
of  the  heirs  of  Jacques  Giasson,  deceased,  to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  for- 
mer C9mmissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  8,  under  the  date  of  24th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  sixty-six  feet  in  front,  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  or  thereabout,  bounded,  &c. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jacques  Giasson  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  liis  heirs,  or  their  representatives,  have  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  294;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  containecl,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  295.  ToussAiNT  PoTHiER.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Toussaint  Pothier  to  a  lot  of 
ground  at  Michillimackinack;  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  by  Sol.  Sibley,  his  attorney,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  .August  25,  1808. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  that  Toussaint  Po- 
thier, of  Michillimackinack,  makes  claim  and  sets  up  title  to  a  lot  of  land,  and  the  buildings  thereon  erected,  situated 
in  the  village  and  upon  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  containing  about  sixty  feet  in  front  by  about  two  hundred 
feet  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  main  street,  in  rear  by  Government's  field,  so  called,  on  the  south  by  a  lot 
claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Adhemar  St.  Martin,  on  the  north  by  a  lot  claimed  by  Samuel  Lashley.  The  claimant  sets 
up  claim  and  title  to  said  tract  of  land  by  purchase,  and  by  possession,  improvement,  and  occupancy  in  himself  and 
those  under  whom  he  sets  up  claim  and  title. 

TOUSSAINT  POTHIER, 

By  Sol.  Sibley,  his  attorney. 

This  lot  contains  about  sixty  feet  in  front  by  about  two  hundred  feet  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  main 
street,  in  rear  by  Government's  field,  on  the  south  by  a  lot  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Adhemar  St.  Martin,  and  on  the 
north  by  a  lot  claimed  by  Samuel  Lashley. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  William  Burnett  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No-  295;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a'plot  of  tlie  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  296.  Charles  Chandonet. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Charles  Chandonet  to  a  lot  at 
Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page 
11,  under  the  date  of  24th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  seventy -five  feet  in  front,  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  in  depth,  and  bounded  in  front  by  a  street. 
Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  ana  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Thomas  Lisbey  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Lacroix,  who  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  296;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  297.  The  heirs  of  John  Campbell,  deceased,  {1st  claim.)— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  heirs  of  John  Campbell,  deceased,  to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  14,  under  the  date  of  26th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  sixty  feet  in  front  by  two  hundred  and  six  feet  in  depth,  by  actual  admeasurement  seventy-five 
feet,  by  two  hundred  and  sixty,  more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  by  the  main  street,  in  rear  by  the  lake,  northerly  by 
Robert  Dixon,  and  southerly  by  the  church. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who.  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1799,  Gabriel  Cote  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Campbell,  who  occupied  the  same  until  he  died;  since  which,  his  representatives 
have  kept  possession. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  297;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  298.  The  heirs  of  John  Campbell,  deceased,  (2rf  claim. ) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  John  Campbell,  deceased,  to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the 
former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  14,  under  the  date  of  26th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  seventy-five  feet  in  front  by  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Market 
street,  in  rear  by  public  lands,  northerly  by  James  Aird,  and  southerly  by  James  Porlier. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dixon  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Robert  McKinsie  was  in  possession  and  occupancy,  and  continued  so 
until  he  sold  to  John  Campbell,  who  possessed  and  occupied  the  premises  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  his  repre- 
sentatives have  kept  possession. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  fabove  described  lot  of 
ground,  and',that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  298;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  29,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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„       ,  .      .      ,     ^  ,.  TvEsv/LY,  August  30,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  299.  Charles  Rivard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Charles  Rivard  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  at  Grosse  Pointe,  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  18th  June  last  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
S'R=  Detroit,  June  18,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  Grosse  Pointe,  containing  four  arpents  six  perches  four  feet  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Michel  Rivard,  and  southwest  by  s'inioii  Yax-  it 
was  formerly  two  tracts  of  land,  now  united  in  one  farm.  I  claim  and  make  title  by  virtue  of  long  possession  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title.  ' 

CHARLES  RIVARD. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  six  perches  and  four  feet  in  front  by- 
forty  arpents  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claim- 
ed by  Michel  Rivard,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Simon  Yax. 

Whereupon,  Batiste  Ainbroise  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises' 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  "' 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  299;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  300.  Michel  Rivard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Michel  Rivard  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  at  Grosse  Pointe;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  18th  June  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following' 
to  wit:  "' 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  18,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  Grosse  Pointe,  containing  three  arpents  in  fronf  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair 
in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  of  Louis  St.  Bernard,  and  southwest  by  lands  of  Charles  Rivard.' 
I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom 
I  derive  title. 

MICHEL  RIVARD,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Charles  Rivard. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  St. 
Bernard,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Rivard. 

Whereupon,  Batiste  Ambroise  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupanc/of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  300;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  301.  Joseph  Bassinet. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Bassinet  to  a  tract  of  land 
on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  18th  June  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  18,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  fortjr  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Hill,  and  below  by  lands 
claimed  by  Pierre  Mini.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or 
those  under  whom  I  derive  title. 

JOSEPH  BASSINET,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Hill, 
and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Mini. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esquire,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possessioh 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  301;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  witli  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  302.  Joseph  Ricard.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Ricard  to  a  tract  of  land, 
sitaate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  29th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  al  Detroit.. 
Sir:'  Detroit,  August  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  from  three  to  three  and  a  half  arpents  in  front,  bounded  in  front  by  river 
St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  Belle  river,  on  one  .side  by  lands  claimed  by  Olivier  Ricard,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands 
claimed  by  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esquire.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JOSEPH  RICARD,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, ; — arpents,  it  being  from  three  to  three  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  forty 

in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St-  Clair,  in  rear  by  Belle  river,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Olivier  Ricard, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esquire. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Lariviere  was  living  on  the  premises  as  a  tenant 
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of  the  deponent,  and  remained  thereon  three  years;  afterwards,  one  Girard  lived  on  it  three  years  also  as  tenant  of 
the  deponent,  and  that,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  the  claimant  has  occupied  the  same. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  the  following  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  to  wit: 

TERRrXOIRE  DE  MICHIGAN,  SS. 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  George  Meldrum,  agissant  pour  et  au  nom  de  I'ancienne  societe 
de  Meldrum  et  Park,  lequel  au  nom  et  pourcompte  dela  ditfe  societe,  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  et  transporte,  et 
delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  foujours,  avec  garantie  de  tous  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypof  heques,  et  de  tout  empeche- 
ment  generallenient  quelconqiie,  (les  droits  du  Gouvernement  des  Etats  Unis  exceptes,)  au  nnmme  Joseph  Ricard, 
ses  hoiis,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  ferme,  ou  plantation,  sise  et  situee  dans  le  district  de  Hurons,  dans  le  dit 
territoiie  de  Michigan,  contenante  trois  arpents  et  demi,  plus  ou  moins,  de  front,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere 
St.  Clair,  par  derriere  par  Belle  river,  communement  appelle  la  Belle  Riviere,  au  nord-est  par  la  ferme  d'Olivier 
Ricard,  et  au  sud-ouest  par  celle  de  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  ecuyer,  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  ferme  se  poursuit  et 
comporte,  et  s'etend  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereurdit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont 
il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente.  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  en  consideration  de  dix  mille  pieds  de  ma- 
drieis  et  dix  mille  pieds  de  planches, que  le  dit  acquejeur promet  et  s'oblige  de  delivrer  au  dit  vendeur  aux  epoques 
suivantes,  savoir:  cinq  mille  pieds  de  madriers,  et  cinq  mille  pieds  de  planches,  dans  le  cours  de  cette  presente  annee 
1806;  deux  mille  cinq  cent  pieds  de  madriers,  et  deux  mille  cinq  cent  pieds  de  planches,  dans  le  cours  de  I'annee 
prochaine,  1807;  et  deux  mille  cinq  cent  pieds  de  madriers,  et  deux  mille  cinq  cents  pieds  de  planches,  pour  dernier 
et  enfier  payement,  dans  le  cours  de  I'annee  1808.  Lesquels  madriers  et  planches  doivent  etre  bons  et  marchands, 
et  delivres  au  Detroit,  clans  le  lieu  designe  par  le  (lit  George  Meldrum,  sur  le  bord  de  la  riviere  du  dit  Detroit;  et 
pour  surete  du  payement  des  dits  madriers  et  des  dittes  planches,  et  de  la  livraison  aux  epoques  ci-dessus  design^s,  le 
dit  Joseph  Ricard  a  de  ce  moment  affecte  et  hypotheque  aux  dits  George  Meldrum  et  William  Park  tous  ses  biens 
reels  et  personnels,  et  speciallement  la  ditte  feime,  ou  plantation,  cy-dessus  vendiie,  laquelle  restera  affecte  et  hypo- 
theque jusq'au  parfait  et  entier  payement  des  dits  madriers  et  planches,  une  obligation  ne  derngeant  a  I'autre. 

Au  moyen  de  ce  que  dessus  le  dit  George  Meldrum,  au  nom  et  pour  compte  de  I'ancienne  societe  de  Meldrum 
et  Park,  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte,  au  dit  Joseph  Ricard,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause 
a.  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  nonis,  raisons,  et  actions,  que  la  ditte  societe  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la 
ditte  ferme,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra 
en  vertu  des  presentes.  Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  second  jour  de  Juin,  mille  huit  cent  six,  et  les  parties  ont  signe 
et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM.  [l.  s.] 
JOSEPH  RICARD,  his  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 

Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de  Peter  Audrain. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  c6mmissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  303;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  303.  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esquire- — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Marie  Beaubien, 
Esquire,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  .August  29, 1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  sixteen  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said 
river,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Ricard,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands 
claimed  by  Messrs.  Meldrum  and  Park,  to  the  exception  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  sold  to  Olivier  Ricard.  I 
claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I 
derive  title. 

JEAN  MARIE  BEAUBIEN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  sixteen  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by Ri- 
card, and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Messrs.  Meldrum  and  Park. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  ^he  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  until  this  day,  excepting  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  sold  by  the  claimant  to 
Olivier  Ricard,  who  now  occupies  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  four  hundred  and  eighty 
arpents  of  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No. 
303;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  con- 
tained, to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  j 

No.  304.  John  Meldrum. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Meldrum  to  a  tract  of  land. 
situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  tiled  for  him  by  George  Meldrum,  his  father,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Slates^  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  said  territory- 

Sir: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  enter  in  your  office  at  this  time  the  following  tract  of  land,  to  wit:  One  tract 
of  twenty  acres  in  front,  by  thirty -two  in  depth,  being  about  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  bounded  on  the  north  side 
by  Pine  river,  on  the  south  by  tiie  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  on  the  east  by  the  river  St.  Clair,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  which  I  enter  and  claim  for  John  Meldrum. 

For  John  Meldrum, 

MELDRUM  &  PARK. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  twenty  acres  in  front  by  thirty-two  in 
depth,  bounded  north  by  Pine  river,  south  by  the  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  east  by  river  St.  Clair,  and  west 
by  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Messrs.  Meldrum  and  Park  were  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  that  they  have  always  kept  tenants  on  the  said  tract  to  this  day. 

Postponed. 

No.  305.  James  Meldrum. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Meldrum  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  filed  for  him  by  George  Meldrum,  his  father,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 


1807.]  LAND    CLAIMS   IN    THE   MICHIGAN    TERRITORY.  397 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Stales'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  said  territory. 
Sir: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  t  enter  in  your  office  the  following  tract  of  land  of  thirty -two  acres  in  front  by 
twenty  in  depth,  being,  likewise,  about  six  hundred  and  fo.-ty  acres,  in  the  district  aforosaid,  bounded  south  by 
Pine  river,  north  and  west  by  lands  of  Aleldrum  and  Park,  and  on  the  east  by  river  St.  Clair,  which  is  entered 
and  claimf;d  for  James  Meldrum. 

For  James  Meldrum, 

MELDRUM  &  PARK. 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  thirty-two  acres  in  front  by  twenty  in 
depth,  bounded  south  by  Pine  river,  north  and  west  by  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  east  by  river  St.  Clair. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  w'itness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  George  Knaggs  was  living  on  the  premises  asj  a 
tenant  to  Meldrum  and  Park,  that  Meldrum  and  Park  put  the  premises  in  the  charge  of  their  tenants,  who  lived  in 
the  big  house  opposite  and  across  the  river,  which  tenants  cultivated,  or  caused  to  b(i cultivated,  part  of  the  premi- 
ses; that  there  are  about  eight  or  ten  acres  in  cultivation,  and  a  large  orchard. — Postponed. 

No.  306.  William  Meldrum.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Meldrum  to  a  tract  o 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  fiffed  for  him  by  George  Meldrum,  his  father,  was  readin  the  word 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States'*  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  sltid  territory. 
Sir:  ,  ■      . 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  enter  in  your  office  the  following  tract  of  land  of  thirty-two  acres  in  front  by 
twenty  in  depth,  being,  in  all,  about  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  in  the  district  aforesaid,  buunded  on  the  north 
by  the  aforesaid  Pine  river,  thence  running  easterly  from  the  west  end  of  the  portage  on  said  river,  and  oh  the 
south  and  west  by  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park.  The  said  tract  is  entered,  claimed  as  the  property  of  William  Mel- 
drum. 

For  William  Meldrum, 

MELDRUM  &  PARK. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  thirty-two  acres  in  front  by  twenty 
acres  in  depth,  is  bounded  north  by  Pine  river,  thence  running  easterly  from  the  west  end  ot  the  portage  on  saitt 
river,  south  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Meldrum  and  Park. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Meldrum  and  Park  cultivated,  by  tenants,  five. or 
six  acres,  and  that,  since  that  time,  those  five  or  six  acres  have  been  cultivated  occasionally,  and  sometimes  have 
remained  idle  two  or  three  years  at  a  time;  and  that  every  year  Melduum  and  Park  have  caused  their  hay  to  be  cut 
on  the  premises. — Postponed. 

No.  307.  David  Mkldrum. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  David  Meldrum  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  filed  for  him  by  George  Meldrum,  his  father,-  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan: 

To  this  Register  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  said  territory. 
Sir:  .  .  .  " 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  enter  in  your  office  the  following  tract  of  land  of  thirty-two  acres  in  front  by 
twenty  in  depth,  being,  in  all,  about  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  commencing  where  there  was  formerly  a  large 
and  commodious  water  grist  and  saw  mill,  built  in  the  year  1793,  and  which  was  afterwards  consumed  by  fire  in 
1803;  said  tract  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  aforesaid  Pine  river,  and  on  every  other  side  by  the  lands  of  Mel- 
drum and  Park.    Said  tract  is  entered  and  claimed  as  the  property  of  David  Meldrum. 

For  David  Meldrum, 

MELDRUM  &  PARK.       , 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  thirty-two  acres  in  front  by  twenty  in 
depth,  is  buunded  north  by  the  aforesaid  Pine  river,  and- on  every  other  side  by  landsof  Meldrum  and  Park. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  was  brought  forvyard  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Meldrum  and  Park  were  in  possession  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  kept  tenants  on  the  same  until  the  year  1803,  when,  by  an  unforeseen  accident,  the  grist  and  saw  mills, 
and  many  other  valuable  buildings,  were  burnt  to  the  ground;  since  which  time  the  premises  have  remained  unoc- 
cupied.— Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  31,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  William  Robison  and  Hugh  R.  Martin  (No.  241,)  wiiich  was  postponed 
on  the  16th  day  of  July  last.  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  enti- 
tled to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  241;  and 
that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be 
returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  308.  Jean  Batiste  Daunay. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Daunay  to  a 
tract  of  land  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  I^und  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  ^M^Mi<  26,  1 808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  said  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  ualocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  George  Cotterall,  Esq. 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  George  Cotterall,  Jun.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

JEAN  BATISTE  DAUNAY,  his  x  mark. 

.Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  George 
Cotterall,  Esq.,  and  un  the  other  side  by  George  Cotterall,  junior. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179'6,  Joseph  Ambroise  Tremble  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  who  sold  to  Jean  Batiste 
Yax,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  as  per  deed  exhibited  to  be  recorded,  and  who  has  possessed  and  occu- 
pied the  same  to  this  day. 

51  p 
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Territoire  de  Michigan: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussi^nes  fut  present  Jean  Batiste  Yax,  habitant,  demeurant  dans  le  district  de  Huron, 
lequei  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  toutes 
dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tous  troubles  generallement  quelconques,  a  Jean  Batiste  Daunay, 
du  district  du  Detroit,  ice  present  acquereur,  pourlui,ses  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  certaine  ferme  ou  plan- 
tation, sise  et  situee  dans  le  district  de  Huron,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  sur  le  bord  de  la  riviere  St.  Clair,  consis- 
tant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  surquarante  arpents  de  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  St.  Clair,  et 
par  derriere  par  les  terres  non  concedees,  d'un  cote  par  les  terres  du  Colonel  George  Cotterali,  et  de  I'autre  cote 
par  les  terres  de  George  Cotterali,  fils,  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  ferme  ou  plantation  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes 
parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  il  dit  etre  content  et 
satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  tiansport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  dix  pounds,  cours 
de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  reiju  comptant  du  dit  acquereur,  lors  et  avant  la  passation 
des  presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres.  Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit  Jean  Batiste  Yax 
a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  Jean  Batiste  Daunay,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a 
I'avenir,  tous  et  tela  droits  de;  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre, 
ferme,  ou  plantation  susvendue,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy 
qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  31er  jourdu  mois  d'Octobre,  1806;  et  le  dit  Jean  Batiste  Yax,  vendeur,  ayant  de- 
clare ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire  apres  que  lecture  lui  a  ete  faittedes  presentes,  en  presence  de  te- 
moins. 

JEAN  BATISTE- YAX,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 
Simon  Yax, 
Peter  Audrain.  '  . 

Territory  OF  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
Jean  Batiste  Yax,  the  above  grantor,  who  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  voluntary  act 
and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and,  the  same  being  read  to  him,  he  has  declared  tiiat  he  is  content. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

Detroit,  October  31,  1806. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  308;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returnfed  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  309.  Francois  Chartier,  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Ciiartier,  Sen.  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.     ■ 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  21,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  three  arpents  in  froot  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St. 
Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Pierre  Mini,  and  below  by  lands  of  the  United  States.  I  claim  and 
set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession  and  occupancy  of  sixteen  years,  and  by  virtue  of  valuable  improvements 
made  by  me  thereon. 

FRANCOIS  CHARTIER,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  fortj^  in 
depth;  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Mini, 
and  below  by  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  309;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  310.  Olivier  Rioard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Olivier  Ricard  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  .  Detroit,  August  31,  1808. 

Take  niitice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in 
rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  and  on  the  other  side  by  Joseph  Ricard.  I 
claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1 
derive  title. 

For  Olivier  Ricard, 

JEAN  MARIE  BEAUBIEN. 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Mane  Beau- 
bien, Esq.,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Ricard. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Chartier,  Sen.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July  1796,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 
The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  le  Sieur  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  lequei  reconnoit  par  ces  presentes 
avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  tous  troubles,  dons, 
douaires,  hypotheques,  et  de  tout  autre  erapechement  generallement  quelconque,  excepte  des  faits  du  Gouverhe- 
ment,  au  Sieur  Olivier  Ricard,  a,  ce  present,  et  acceptant  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  k  I'avenir,  une  terre  de 
quatre  arpents  de  front,  situee  au  nord  de  la  riviere  St.  Cfair,  prenant  par  devant  au  bord  de  la  ditte  riviere,  jusqu' 
a,  la  Belle  Riviere  en  profondeur;  et  si  quarante  arpents  y  sont,  plus  ou  moins,»elle  finira  par  la  ditte  Belle  Rivi- 
ere, ou  aux  quarante  arpents  si  la  ditte  Belle  Riviere  est  plus  loin;  laquelle  terre  est  bornee  de  chaque  cote  les 
terres  appartenantes  a  Messrs.  Meldrum  et  Park,  ensemble  tous  les  batiments  susconstruits,  circonstances,  et  de- 
pendances, tels  que  le  tout  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  sans  par  le  dit  vendeur  en  rien  reserver,  excepter, 
ny  retenir,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait.     Cette  vente,  ainsi  faitte  pour 
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et  moyennant  la  somme  de  deux  cent  quatre-vingt-dix  pounds,  couis  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  sur  laquelle  somme  le 
dit  vendeui-  reconnoit  avoir  re^\i  comptant  celle  de  cent  vingt-huit  pounds,  six  chelings,  York;  et  le  dit  acquereur 
promet  et  s'oblige  de  payer  au  dit  Sieur  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  ou  ses  ayants  cause,  la  somme  de  quatre-vingt  pounds 
et  six  chelings  dans  un  an  de  cette  date,  et  quatre-vingt  pounds  six  chelings  dans  Tannee  ^uivante,  qui  sera  pour 
parfait  payement  en  I'annee  1804;  et  pour  surete  du  ditpayement,  et  au  teime  dit,  le  dit  Olivier Ricard  a  de  ce  mo- 
ment,affecte  et  hypotheque  envers  le  dit  sieur  vendeur  tous  ses  biens,  meubles,  et  immeubles,  et  principallement  la 
ditte  terre  susvendiie,  laquelle  restera  aflecte  et  hypotheque  au  dit  vendeur  jusqu'au  parfait  payement,  une  obliga- 
tion ne  derogeant  a,  I'autre.  Et  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  transporte  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs, 
etayant  cause  a.  I'avenir,  tous  droits  qu'il  aetpouvoit  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  s'en  demettant  etdevetissant  au  profit 
du  dit  acquereur.  Car  ainsi  sont  conveniies  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  promettant,  etc.,  obligeant,  etc. 
Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  le  4  Octobre,  1803,  et  ont  signe  et  scelle  apres  lecture  faitte. 

JEAN  MARIE  BEAUBIEN.     [l.  s.l 
•  ;  OLIVIER  RICARD,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 

Presence  de  "     "  *  _ 

AnTOINE   DfiquiNDRE,  '  " 

John  Baptiste  Temoin. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  310;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
su  rveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained^  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  311.  Pierre  Delorme.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Delorme  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  21st  June  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit.  June  21,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  .river  St.  Claii-, 
in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Ignace  Champagne,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  John  McGregor.  I  make 
claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  ^  long  possession,  and  nnprovements  made  by  me,  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

PIERRE  DELORME,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  . 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Ignace  Cham- 
pagne, and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  John  McGregor. 

"Whereupon,  Francois  Chartier,  Sen.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jacques  Toulouse  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold" to  one  Reynier,  who  sold  to  Brindamour,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased, 
and  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Pierre  Brindamour,  carpenter,  of  river  St.  Clair,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  eighty  pounds.  New  York  currency,  equal  to  two  hundred  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States, 
to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Pierre  Delorme,  farmer,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  granted,  bar- 
gained, sold,  alienated,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  bargain,  grant,  sell,  alien,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said 
Pierre  Delorme,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  three  acres  of  land  in  front,  on  river  St.  Clair,  at  Point  aux  Trem- 
bles, bounded  on  the  northeast  by  lands  of  Ignace  Champagne,  and  southwest  by  lands  of  John  McGregor,  and 
running  back  forty  acres,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  whatsoever  to  the  said  premises  belonging,  or  in 
anywise  appertaining,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim,  or  demand  whatsoever  of  him,  Pierre 
Brindamour,  of,  in,  and  to  the  said  messuage,  tenements,  and  premises,  jand  of  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the 
appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  messuage,  tenement,  andpremises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Pierre  Delorme,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  the  said  Pierre  Brindamour, 
for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  land  and  premises,  and  every  part  thereof,  against  himself,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  and  .every  person  or  persons  whatever,  (except  the  United  States)  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  by  these 
presents.  In  witness  whereot  the  said  Pierre  Brindamour  has  unto  these  presents  set  his  hand,  and  affixed  his  seal, 
this  26th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1807,  at  Detroit. 

PIERRE  BRINDAMOUR,  his  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 

Witnesses  present,  Marie  Racine, 

Louis  Charles  Bouete. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  311;  and  that  because  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
.  •     .  JAMES  ABBOTT. 

No.  10. 
Transcript  of  decisions  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  the  month  of  September,  180H. 

September  3,  1808.' 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  312.  Aaron  Thomas. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Aaron  Thomas  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  4,  page  66, 
under  the  date  of  11th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, acres,  it  being  ten  acres  and  five  chains  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth, 

bounded  in  front  by  river  Rou^e,  on  the  lower  side  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Dodemead,  and  on  the  upper  side  by 
lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Godfiey  Corbus. 

Whereupon,  Captain  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  Marrih,  1796,  one  James  Hobbs  was  in  possession,  and  began  to  improve  the  pre- 
mises by  deadening  and  girdling  trees,  and  continued  so  until  one  James  Brigs  succeeded  him  in  the  possession,  and 
continued  so  untillie  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  312;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Monday,  September  5,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  313.  P.  Thibault. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Captain  Prospert  Thibault  to  a  tract 
of  land  on  riviere  Aux  Loutres,  (Otter  creek,)  which  was  entered  With  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  293,  under  the  d.ite  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents.  it  being  seven  arpents  in  front  and  three  in  rear,  and  between 

twenty-five  and  tjiirfy  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  Aux  Vases,  east  by  lands 
claimed  by  Francois  Leonard,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Gui. 

AVhereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Dubreuil,  junior,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  Ims  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  tliat  the  claimant  is  entitled  ta  the  ebove  described  tract  of 
land,  aiid  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  313;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantify  of  and  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  '  ■  . 

No.  314.  Jean  Baptiste  Dubreuil,  Jun.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Du- 
breuil, junior,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  riviere  Aux  Loutres,  (Otter  creek,)  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  voluine  1,  page  273,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  arpents,  it  being  five  arpents  in  front  by  twenty- 
five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear,  towards  river  Raisins,  by  a  farm  claimed  by  Medard  Couture, 
at  Plaisance,  east  by  a  marsh  bordering  on  lake  Erie,  and  west  by  the  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Duseau,  dit  Phinon. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Prospert  Thibault  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  .,,,,.,■ 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall' be  No.  314;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroif. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  September  6,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  315.  The  wido.w  and  heirs  of  Joseph  Pomainville,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the 
claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Joseph  Pomainville,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  on  river 
Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  with  the  Conimissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit:-  •  < 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
giR:  ■  Detroit,  September  6,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Deh-oit,  at  Grand  Marais,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Louis  Moran,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Nicholas  Cam- 
peau.  We  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  and  those  from 
whom  we  derive  title.     ,  •  . 

The  widow  of  JOSEPH  POMAINVILLE, 

and  her  children. 
.  Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Moran, 
and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Nicholas  Campeau. 

Whereupon,  Phillis  Peltier  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  t!ie  1st  July,  1796,  the  wido.w  and  heirs  of  Joseph  Pomainville  were  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  have  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  315;  and  that  they  cause  the  sanie  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  316.  Louis  Leduc— The  Board  took  into,  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Leduc  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
at  L'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  •  Detroit,  September  2,  1803. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  one  Panacha,  and  below  by  Francois  Duchene.  I  claim  by 
virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

LOUIS  LEDUC,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  one  Panacha, 
and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Duchene. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Sunare  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  ancl  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Champagne  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  transferred  the  same  to  the  deponent,  who  sold  ti  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occu- 
pied the  same  to  this  day.  The  deponent  further  saith  that  the  premises  have  been  constantly  cultivated  and  occu- 
pied from  the  1st  July,  1796,  to  this  day.  .  • 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  ot 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  316;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  317.  Francois  Magnen  de  Serrieres.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Magnen 
de  Serrieres  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  18th  July  last  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  18,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  tront  by  river  Raisins, 
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in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side,  west,  by  Jacques  and  Franijois  Lasselle,  and  on  the  other  side,  east,  by 
Pierre  Tessier.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or 
those  from  wiiom  I  derive  title. 

For  M.  De  Serrieres, 

PETER  AUDRAIN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpenfs  in  front  by  ei,£;hty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconoeded  lands,  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  anci  Fran- 
cois Lasselle,  and  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Tessijer. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Baron  was  brpught  I'oiward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Baron,  dit  Nanette,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  37th  December,  1806,  when  he  sold  to  Messrs.  Jacques  and  Francois 
Lasselle,  as  per  dee.d  here  annexed,  who  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  until  they  sold  to  ihe  claimant,  as  per  deed 
here  annexed,  dated  the  6th  August,  1807,  and  that  the  claimant  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  premises  to  this 
day.  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  two  deeds  above  mentioned,  which  are  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan; 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Pierre  Baron,  lequel  recorinoit  avoir  vendu,  ced^,  transporte, 
ef  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  ii  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  toutes  dettes,  hypotheques,  dons,  douaires,  substitutions, 
et  de  tout  trouble  et  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  a  Messrs.  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  ;i  ce  present 
acceptants  acquereurs,  pour  eux,leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'aveniri  une  terre  ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  sur 
le  cote  nord  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  Erie,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  contenante  trois  arpenfs  de 
front  sur  quatre-vingt  prpepts  de  profondeur,  bornee  a  I'ouest  par  les  dits  sieurs  acquereurs,  et  a  I'est  par  Pierre 
Tessier,  par  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins,  et  par  derriere  par-les  tenes  non  concedees;  tel  et  ainsy  que  la 
ditte  terre  ou  plantation  se  poursuit  et  comporte  circonstances  et  dependances,  que  les  dits  acquereurs  disent  bien 
savoir  et  connoitre,  etdont  ds  sont  contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  pounds,  cours  de 
la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  Pierre  Baron  reconnoit  avoir  regu  comptant  des  dits  acquereurs,  lors  et  avant  la  passa- 
tion  des  presentes,  dont  il  les  tient  quittes  et  decharges,  ainsy  que  tons  autres.  Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit  vendeur  a 
de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  aux  dits  acquereurs,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  ii  I'avenir, 
tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pii  avoir,  voulant  et  enten- 
dant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes. 
Car  ainsy  sont  conveniies  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  &c.  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  27eme  jour  du  niois  de  Decembre,  en  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  1806j  ef  le  dit  Pierre 
Baron,  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  et  a  scelle  en  presence  de  temoins. 

PIERRE  BARON,  sa  X  marque,     [l.  s.] 
Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Th.  L'Ecuyek, 
Antoine  Lasselle. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit^ 
Pierre  Baron,  the  above  grantor,  to  whom  [  read,  in  French,  the  foregoing  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  and  acknowledged 
tlie  same  to  be  his  free  and  vol-untary  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  that  he  had  made  his  mark, 
and  affixed  his  seal  thereto,  and  that  as  such  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  at  Detroit,  the  27th  day  of  December,  1806. 

PETER  AUDRAIN, /.  P.  i).  Z). 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  furent  piesents  Messrs.  Jacques  et  Franqois  Lasselle,  negociants,  demeu • 
rants  dans  le  district  du  Detroit  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  lesquels  ont  reconnus,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoissent 
avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  toutes  dettes,  hypotheques, 
dons,  douaires,  substitutions,  et  de'tout  trouble  et  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  excepte  de  la  part  des 
Etats  Unis,  a  Monsieur  Frangois  Magnien  de  Serrieres,  du  district  et  territoire  susdit,  a  ce  present  acceptant  ac- 
quereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  sur  le  cote  nord  de  la 
riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  contenante  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quatre- 
vingt  arpents  de  profondeur,  bornee  L,  I'ouest  par  les  dits  vendeurs.  et  k  I'est  par  Pierre  Tessier,  par  devant  par  la 
ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins',  et  par  derriere  par  les  terres  non  concedees;  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poui-suit  et 
comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont 
il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  deux  cent  pounds, 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et  s'oblige  de  payer  aux  dits  vendeurs,  comme  suit,  savoir: 
deux  cent  piastres  en  whiskey,  bon  et  marchand,  a  raison  de  six  chelings  le  gallon,  payable  d'ici  au  printems;  et 
que  le  dit  acquereur  s'oblige  de  faire  livrer  aux  dits  vendeurs,  par  le  Sieur  Berthelet,  deux  cent  piastres  en  articles 
de  sellier,  au  prix  d'argent  comptant,  que  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et  s'oblige  de  faire  livrer  aux  dits  vendeurs,  par 
James  Anderson,  sellier  au  Detroit,  d'ici  au  printems,  et  cent  piastres  en  argent,  que  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et 
s'oblige  de  payer  aux  dits  vendeurs  dans  un  mois  de  ce  jour. 

Et  pour  surete  desquels  ditt'erents  payements,  le  dit  acquereur  a  de  ce  moment  atfecte  et  hypotheque  aux  dits 
vendeurs,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  k  I'avenir,  tous  ses  biens  reels  et  personnels,  et  speciallement  la  ditte  terre  ou 
plantation  susvendiie,  jusqu'au  parfaitet  entier  payement. 

Au  moyen  de  quoy,  les  dits  vendeurs  ont  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transportent  au  dit  ac- 
quereur, ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres 
droits  qu'ils  ont  et  ont  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre  ou  plantation,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  pos- 
session et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle, 
apres  lecture  faitte,  en  presence  de  temoins,  le  6  Aout,  1807. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE.    [l.  s.] 
DE  LA  SERRIERES.  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 

John  Gentle, 
Peter  AudraIn. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit^  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  distiict  of  Detroit. 
the  parties  to  the  within  deed,  and  both  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  their  a  :t  and  deed 
for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  7th  day  of  August,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D.  [l.  s.] 
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Anil  thereupon  it  dotli  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  317;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  September  9,  1808. 

The  Board  met  "at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  318.  James  Cartwright. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Cartwright-to  a  tract  of 
land  on  river  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1, 
page  17,  under  the  date  of  5th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  about  six  acres  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Alexander  Harrow,  north  by  lands  claimed 
by  Samuel  Cribble,  and  south  by  lands  claimed  by  Toussaint  Chovin. 

Whereupon,  William  Thorn,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  asa  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possessionandoccupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  Ihereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  318;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyeilj  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Omce  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoo\>. 

Monday,  September  12, 1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  31D.  Joseph  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  grantee  of  Louis 
Maure,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  river  Huron,  which  was  entered  by  said  Louis  Maure  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  vol.  2,  page  60,  under  the  date  of  January  15,  1806. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation.  arpents,  it  being  five  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St. 

Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Chapoton, 
Jun.,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimant. 

Whereupon,  William  Tuckar  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Maure  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  executed  to  the  claimant  the  following  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  to  wit: 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  Cut  present  Louis  Maure,  habitant  demeurant  sur  la  riviere  aus  Hurons,  et 
a  present  en  cette  vdle  du  Detroit,  lequel  a  reconnu  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et 
a.  toil  jours,  avec  garantie  de  toutes  dettes,  hypotheques,  dons,  douaires,  substitutions,  evictions,  et  alienations,  et  de 
tout  trouble  et  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  au  Sieur  Joseph  Campeau,  negociant,  demeurant  au  cote 
du  nord-est,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  k  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'ave- 
nir,  une  terre  ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  dans  le  district  de  Huron,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistante  en  cinq, 
arpents  de  front,  et  s'etendante  en  protbndeur  jusqu'au  lac  St.  Clair;  bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  aux  Hurons, 
en  arriere  par  le  lac  St.  Clair,  d'un  cote  par  la  terre  de  Louis  Chapoton  le  jeune,  et  de  I'autre  cote  par  une  terre  du 
dit  acquereur,  que  le  dit  Joseph  Campeau  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  ii  est  content  et  satisfait.  Cette  vente, 
cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  le  prix  et  somme  de  trois  cent  pounds,  cours  de  la 
Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  Louis  Maure  reconnoit  avoir  re^u  du  dit  Joseph  Campeau,  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des 
presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  acquereur, 
ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a.  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a 
et  a  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre  ou  plantation,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine, 
.    par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  dixieine  jour  du  moisde  Septembre,  mil  huit  cent  huit;  et  le  dit  Louis  Maure,ayant 
declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  et  a  scelle,  apres  lecture  faittp,  en  presence  des  temoins. 

LOUIS  MAURE,  sa  x  marque,    [l.  s.] 

Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Jos.  Watson, 
Charles  Poupard. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
Louis  Maure,'the.above  grantor,  to  whom  [  read,  in  French,  the  foregoing  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  and  he  acknow- 
ledged the  same  to  be  his  free  and  voluntary  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such',  it 
might  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  thereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  18th  day  of  September,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  319;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  September  14,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Nantay,  (No.  163,)  which  had  been  before  considered  on  the 
20th  and  23d  day  of  June  last,  and  then  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  163;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  September  15,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  320.  Jean  Batiste  St.  Laurent. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  St.  Laurent 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  15th  July  last  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Zand  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  15, 1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  I'Ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
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by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side,  northeast,  by  the  farm  of  Batiste  Ambroise  Tremble, 
on  the  other  side,  southwest,  by  Fransois  Ambroise  Tremble.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  hy  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JEAN  BATISTE  ST.  LAURENT. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  beina  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Batiste 
Ambroise  Tremble,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Franjois  Ambroise  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  Gayet  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn. 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Gabriel  Reneau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  gave  the  same  to  his  brother  Louis  Reneau,  who  sold  to  Bazile  Crequi.  from  whom  the  claimant 
has  purchased,  and  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  premises  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  to  wit: 

To'aH  to  whom  these  presents  may  come,  be  it  known  that  I,  Bazile  Crequi,  of  the  district  of  Detroit  and  Huron, 
within  the  territory  of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  ninety  dollars,  good  and  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  andBaptiste  St.  Laurent,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  therefrom  and 
thereof  do  also  hereby  acquit  and  forever  exonerate,  and,  for  other  good  and  valuable  causes  and  considerations,  the 
said  Bazile  Crequi  thereunto  specially  moving,  have  given,  granted,  sold,  and  conveyed,  and  do  hereby  give,  grant, 
sell,  and  convey,  to  Baptiste  St.  Laurent,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  parcel  of  ground,  situate.  Tying, 
and  being  at  I'Ance  creuse,  fronting  on  lake  St.  Clair,  having  three  acres  (arpents)  in  front  by  forty  acres  (arpents) 
in  depth,  bounded  on  the  northeast  side  by  the  farm  of  Baptiste  Ambroise  Tremble,  and  on  the  southwest  side  by 
the  farm  of  Francois  Tremble,  dit  Ambroise:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  above  granted  premises,  together  with  all  the 
privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  and  of  right  appertaining,  to  the  aforesaid  Baptiste  St.  Laurent, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  I  do  covenant,  both  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns. 
with  the  said  Baptiste,  his  heirs  atid  assigns,  that  he,  the  said  Baptiste,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  not  be  anywise 
troubled  and  interrupted  in  the  quiet  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  abovementioned  premises,  by  me,  my  heirs; 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  lawfully  claiming,  or  to  claim,  by, 
from,  or  under  me,  or  them,  or  any  of  us,  in  anywise  howsoever. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  Bazile  Crequi,  and  V'eronique  Crequi,  my  wife,  in  testimony  that  she  relinquishes 
all  her  right  to  dower  and  alimony  in  and  to  the  above  described  premises,  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals, 
this  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

BAZILE  CREQUI,  his  x  mark.   [l.  s.] 
VERONIQUE  CREQUI,  her  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 

Louis  Peltier, 
Alexis  Cerait. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Attest,  that  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,,  per-' 
sonally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  notary  public  in  and  for  the  district  of  Detroit,  Bazile 
Crequi,  and  one  of  the  within  grantors,  who  acknowledged  the  within  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed 
for  the  purposes  therein  contained.  Also,  appeared  Veronique  Crequi,  wife  of  the  said  Bazile  Crequi,  and  one  of 
the  within  grantors,  who,  having  been,  pursuant  to  the  law  of  the  aforesaid  territory,  examined  by  me,  privily  and 
apart  from  her  husband,  declared  and  acknowledged  that  she  had  atfixed  her  mark  and  seal  to  the  within  instru- 
ment of  writing  without  any  fear,  threat,  or  compulsion  from  her  husband,  but  of  her  own  free  will  and  consent: 
further,  that  she  doth  still  approve  of  the  said  act,  wishes  not  to  retract  it,  and  desires  that  it  may  be  recorded  as 
such. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  oflBce,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

JOSEPH  WATSON,  N.  P.  D.  D.  [l.  s.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  3-30;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
.surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  '  .  ' 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  September  17,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  321.  Louis  Griffard,  Jun. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  GiiiFard,  Jun.  to  two 
tracts  of  land,  now  united  in  one  farm,  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on 
the  14th  instant,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  jRegister  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  September  16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  two  tracts 
of  land,  now  united  in  one  farm,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit, 
in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Jean  Batiste  Alloire,  dit  Lapierre,  and  southwest  by  Pierre  Griftiird. 
I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me,  or  those  from  whom  1 
derive  title. 

PETER  AUDRAIN, 
For  Louis  Griffard,  Jun.     > 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  sis  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth. 
It  was  formeHy  divided  in  two  tracts,  now  united  in  one  farm;  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  un- 
conceded lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Batiste  Alloire,  dit  Lapierre,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed 
by  Pierre  Griffard. 

Whereupon,  Nicholas  Campeau  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Laderoute  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  three  arpents 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Ignace  Thibault,  who  possessed  and  occupied  it  until  he  sold  to 
the  claimant,  as  per  deed  here  exhibited  to  be  recorded;  and  the  claimant  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to 
this  day.  And  that  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Griffard,  Sen.  was  in  possession  and  occupaticy  of  the  other  three 
arpents,  and  has  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  his  son,  (the  present  claimant,)  as  per  deed  exhibited  to  be  recorded. 
The  two  deeds  are  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  du  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: . 

Atous  aquicespresentesviendront,  qu'il  soit  connu  et  manifeste  que  ce-jourdhuy,  le  premier  jour  de  Decem- 
bre,  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  sept,  par  devant  moy,  George  McDougall,  notaire  public  du  territoire  et 
district  cy-dessus,  par  autorite  licite  duement  commissione  et  scrmente  suivant  la  loy,  residant  en  la  cite  du  De- 
troit, et  temoins  soussignes,  personnellement  a  comparu  Ignace  Thibault,  du  dit  district  du  Detroit,  lequel  reconnoit 
par  ces  presentes,  qu'en  consideration  de  la  somme  de  deux  cent  vingt-cinq  piastres,  ou  dollars,  monoye  legale  des 
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Etats  Unis,  a  lui  paye  comptiint  par  Louis  GriflFard,  filsidu  (lit  district  du  Detroit,  la  recette  de  laquelle  somme  il 
avoue  d'avoir  re9U  avant  la  passation  du  present  contriit;  lui,  le  dit  Ignace  Tliibault,  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede, 
quitte,  transporte,  etdelaisse,des  inaintenant  et  a  toujours,  avecgarantie  de  tous  troubles,  doires,  hypotheques,  et  de 
toute  autre  enipechement  generallement  quelconque,  et  il  vend,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse  par  ces  pre- 
seiites  au  dit  Louis  Griftard,  tils,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  une  terre  avec  tous  les  batiments  et  clotures 
susconsfruits.  sise  et  situee  au  Grand  Marais,  de  trois  arpents  de  front  suj- quarante  arpents  de  prof'ondeur,  bornee 
en  front  par  I'entree  du  lac  St.  Clair,  en  profondcur  par  les  terres  non  codecs,  au  nord-est  par  Jean  Batiste  Alloire, 
dit  Lapierre,  et  au  sud-ouest  par  Louis  Griftard,  pere,  sans  aucune  reserve.  D'avoir  et  tenir  les  premises  accorde 
et  cede  comme  est  dit,  avec  toutes  les  privileges  et  appartenances  d'icelle,  it  lui,  le  dit  Louis  Griffard,  fils,  ses  hoirs,  et 
ayant  cause,  a  perpetuite.  Et  moi,  le  dit  Ignace  Tliibault,  pour  moi-meme,  mes  hoires,  executeurs,  et  administrateurs, 
j'agree  et  convient  avec  le  dit  Louis  Griftiird,  tiis,  ses  hoires,  et  ayant  cause,  que  je  garantirai  et  defendrai  les  premisses 
susdittcs  au  dit  Louis  Griffard,  fils,  ses  hoires,  et  ayant  cause,  pour  toujours,  contre  les  claimes  et  demandes  de  toutes 
personnes  quelconques,  le  droits  des  Etats  Unis  excepte.  En  foy.de  quoi,  le  dit  Ignace  Thibaultasigne  etscejie  le 
present  contrat,  en  la  presence  de  moi,  le  dit  notaire,"et  temoins  soussigiies,  le  jour,  mois,  etan  susdit;  et  en  confirma- 
tion d'icelle  de  surplus,  moi,  le  dit  notaire,  j'ai  a  ceci  aussi  pose  ma  signature  et  mon  cachet  d'office  notairial. 

D'IGNACE  THIBAULT,  sa  +  marque,  [l.  s.] 
MADELAINE  THIBAULT,  sa  +  marque,  [i,.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  reconnu,  et  livre,  en  presence  de  ■ 

WiLLTAM  Jones, 

Jean  Durette. 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL,  Mtaire  Public,  T.  M.  D.  D. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  George  McDougallj  Notary  Public  of  the  said  territory  for  the  district  of  De- 
troit, Ignace  Thibault,  and  Madelaine  his  wife,  who  acknowledged  that  they  had  voluntarily  signed,  sealed,  and 
delivered  the  within  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained;  and  I  do  further  certify  and  attest,  that  I  examined 
the  said  Madelaine  Thibault  privily  and  apait  from  her  husband,  the  said  Ignace  Thibault,  iind  she  declared  to  me 
that  she  did  freely  and  willingly  seal  and  deliver  the  said  deed,  which  1  have  had  explained  to  her,  and  she  vrishes 
not  to  retract  it,  and  consenteth  that  it  may  be  recorded.  c  ca  ,      ■ 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hav*  granted  the  present  certificate  under  my  notarial  form  and  seal  of  ofiBce,  at  the  city 
of  Detroit,  the  1st  December,  1807.  ,.  „  „. 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL,  iVb/arj/ PmJKc. 

Territo-ire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  savoir: 

Par  devant  George  McDougall,  Notaire  Public  du  dit  territoire  et  district,  residant  dans  la  cite  du  Detroit, 
et  temoins  soussigues,  lurent  presents  le  Sieur  Louis  Griftiird,  pere,  et  Margueritte  sa  femme,  lesquels  considerant 
leurs  infiimites  corporels,  quoique  sain  d'esprit,  memoire,  et  entendement,  et  en  consideration  de  I'amitie  et  de 
•  I'amour  naturel  qu'ils  ont  pour  leur  fils,  Louis  Griftard,  ont  de  leur  bon  gre,  et  sans  aucunes  contraintes,  fait  donation 
entre  vifs  en  la  meilleure  forme,  que  faire  se  peut  et  irrevocable,  au  dit  Louis  Griffarjd,  fils,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant 
donataire,  pour  lui,  ses  hoires,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  de  tous  leur  biens,  meubles  et  immeubles,  consistant  les  dits 
biens  en  trois  arpents  de  terre,  qui  se  tiennent,  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  prenant  par  devant  au  nord  et 
sur  le  bord  du  lac  St.  Clair,  et  par  derriere  aux  terres  non  concedees,  borne  d'un  cote,  au  sud-ouest,  a  la  terre  de 
Pierre  Griffard,  et  de  I'autre  cote,  au  nord-est,  a  celle  du  dit  donataire,  avec  une  maison  et  autres  batiments  suscon- 
struits,  et  autres  ameliorations,  que  le  dit  donataire  dit  bien  connoitre,  ainsy  que  tous  les  animaux  qui  leur  appartien- 
nent  a  present,  meubles  de  mendgc,  et  ustenciles  d'agriculture,  &c.  le  tous  aux  dits  donateurs  appartenant,  suivant 
les  titres  qu'ils  en  ont,  que  le  dit  donataire  dit  bien  connoitre  aussy,  ainsy  que  tous  les  biens  mentionnes  en  cette 
presente  donation,  pour  les  avoir  tous  vu  et  visite,  d'ont  il  est  content  et  satisfait,  declarant  les  dits  donateur  et 
donatrice  n'en  rien  excepter  ny  retenir.  Cette  donation  ainsy  faitte  a  les  clauses  et  conditions  suiyautes,  savoir:  que  le 
dit  Louis  Griftard,  fils,  promet  et  s'oblige  envers  les  dits  Louis  Griftiird,  son  pere,  et  Margueritte  Griftard,  sa  ditte 
mere,  de  les  bien  nourir,  cherir,  les  entretenir  de  hardes,  linges,  feu,  etlumiere,  tant  en  sante  qu'en  maladie,  et  au  dit 
cas  de  maladie  de  les  soigner,  et  faire  soigner,  comme  il  convient,  de  leur  fournir  du  vin,  du  rum,  et  autres  douceurs, 
tant  en  maladie  que  dans  leur  besoin,  et  ce  tout  le  terns  de  leur  vie,  et  apres  leur  morts,  de  les  faire  enterrer  decem- 
ment,  s'oblige  aussi  le  dit  donataire  de  payer  toutes  leurs  dettes  que  les  dits  donateurs  ont  contracte,tant  anciennes 
que  nouvelles,  et  d'en  retirer  des  quittances,  ayant  le  dit  Louis  Griftard,  fils,  promis,  et  il  promet  par  ces  presentes, 
d'accomplir  ce  que  dessus,  sous  peine  de  revocation  des  presentes.  Et  en  vertu  de  ce,  les  dits  sieur  et  dame  dona- 
teurs, chaqu'un  pour  lui,  ont  mis  et  mettent.le  dit  donataire  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine  de  tous  leurs  dits  biens,  k 
commencer  la  juuissance  de  ce  jour,  pour  par  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  ii  I'avenir,  user,  faire  jouir  et  disposer 
comme  de  biens  a  lui  appartenant,  a  les  clauses  et  conditions  mentionnees  dans  les  autres  parts,  car  ainsy  est  la  volonte 
des  dittes  parties.  Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  en  la  chambre  du  dit  notaire,  le  17eme  jour  de  Septembre,  en  Pan 
de  notre  Seigneur  1808;  et  ayant  les  parties  declaie  ne  savoir  signer  de  cet  enquis,  ont  fait  leurs  marques  ordinaires, 
et  scelle  apres  lecture  faitte. 

LOUIS  GRIFFARD,  pere,  -|-  sa  marque,  [l.  s.] 
MARGUEHITE  GRIFFARD,  4-  sa  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  livre,  en  la  presence  de 

G.  Godfroy, 

■        J.   N.    BOBIEN. 

Aussi  reconnu  devant  mey,  GEORGE  McDOUGALL,  Notaire  Public. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  321;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  j-eturned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  322.  Nicholas  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Nicholas  Campeau  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read,  in  the  words  and  figures  following  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gjjj.  '  Detroit,  September  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  novi'  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  at  Grand  Marais,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by 
unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Pomainviile,  unii  southwest  by  Louis  Tremble.  I  claim  and  set 
up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Nicholas  Campeau, 

PETER  AUDRAIN. 

Th'is  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,'in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  the  widow  and  heirs 
of  Joseph  Pomainviile,  deceased,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Griffard,  Sen.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 


ISOr.j  LAND   CLAIMS   IN    THE   MICHIGAN   TERRITORY.  405 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  322;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  suivey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land' 
Oifice  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  (No.  192,)  which  was  postponed  for  consideration  on 
the  29th  of  June  last. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Provot  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Nicholas  Petit  was  on  the  premises  as  a  tenant  of  tfic  claimants', 
and  remained  thereon  a  little  more  than  one  year;  that  he,  the  deponent,  succeeded  to  Nicholas  Petit-  and  lived  on 
the  premises  one  year;  that,  after  he  left  it,  one  Dupre  took  his  place,  and  remained  thereon  four  or  five  years.  The 
deponent  further  saith,  that  he  had  one  hundred  and  five  acres  under  enclosure,  when  he  left  the  place. 

Francois  Dupre,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  succeeded  to  Antoine  Provot  on  the  pre- 
mises, and  remained  thereon  four  or  five  years. 

Louis  Thibault,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  and  his  brother  Gabriel,  and  one  I^an- 
droche,  have  been  living  on  that  tract  as  tenants  to  Meldrum  and  Park  these  two  years,  and  that  eighteen  acres  have 
been  enclosed  in  addition  to  the  former  enclosures. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  (No.  193,)  which  was  postponed  for  consideration  on 
the  29th  June  last. 

Whereupon,  Ignace  Thibault  was  brought  forward  as  awitness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  for  .these  two  years,  he  has  been  living  on  this  tract  of  land  as  a  tenant  of  the  claimants  and' 
has  enclosed  about  six  and  a  half  arpents  in  superficies.  ' 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  John  Dicks,  (No.  117,)  which  was  affirmed  to  the  claimant  on  the  4th  of 
June  last,  the  commissioners  having  been  informed  that  the  said  Dicks  had  obtained  the  same  by  fraud. 

Franqois  Chovin,  who  had  been  subpoenaed  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  appeared,  and,  bein^  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  had  improved'  part'of  the 
premises  by  building  a  house,  which  he  removed  from  the  premises  about  three  years  ago. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  September  19,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business  adjourned 
to  Thursday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  ' 

Thursday,  September  22,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  September  24,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nineo'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Tuesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  Sqpt ember  27",  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  September  30,  1608. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 

No.  11. 
Transcript  of  decisions  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  the  month  of  October,  1808. 

Monday,  October  3,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nineo'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wedn-esday,  October  5,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment:  and,  there  being  no  business,  ad- 
journed to'Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  October  8,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  October  11, 1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  ad- 
journed to  Friday  next,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Friday,  October  14,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  (No.  216,)  which  was  postponed  for  further  evidence  the 
etiiand  12th  of  July  last. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Chovin,  being  sworn  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous 
to  the  1st  ot  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  tenanted  the  premises,  and  that  this  tract  has  been  cul- 
tivated every  year  from  that  time  to  this  day;  that  Noel  Chovin,  father-in-law  of  this  deponent,  was  living  on  the 
tract  of  land  adjoining  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  continued  so  until  1802;  and  that  since  that  time  Pierre  Chenehas 
had  possession  as  a  tenant  to  the  claimant,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

Fi-angois  Trudel,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Isidore  Delille  was  living  as  a  tenant  to 
the  claimant  on  the  first  above  described  tract  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  has 
always  been  cultivated  every  year. 

Gabriel  Godfrey,  senior,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claim- 
ant was  in  possession,  and  tenanted  the  two  above  tracts,  and  that  they  have  been  cultivated  every  year  since  that 
time  to  this  day  by  the  tenants  of  the  claimant. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  17,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  (o-raorrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  October  18,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  323.  Michael  Dousman.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Michael  Dousman  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  the  island  of  Bois  Blanc;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 
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To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  October  5,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  Bois  blanc,  containing  in  the  whole  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  being  twenty  acres 
in  front  by  fhiity-two  acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  the  front  by  tl-.e  strait  of  Michillimackinack,  in  the  rear  by  land 
unlocated,  on  the  east  and  west  by  lands  of  the  United  States.  I  set  up  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  and  valuable 
imcrovements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

MICHAEL  DOUSMAN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  strait  of  Michillimackinack,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  east  and  west  by  lands 
of  the  United  States. 

AVhereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Lagaree  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  was 
still  in  possession  in  1797,  when  the  deponent  left  Michillimackinack;  that  there  were  six  or  eight  acres  improved  and 
cultivated  in  1796. — Postponed. 

No.  324.  Michael  Dousman. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Michael  Dousman  to  a  rii^ht  of 
preference  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  island  of  Michillimackinack;  and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  this  day  was  read 
jn  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  October  5,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  of  the  right  of 
preference  of  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land,  situate  near  the  centre  of  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  containing  two 
nundred  acres,  lunniug  east  and  west  in  its  length,  say  sixteen  and  a  half  acres,  and  north  and  south,  in  its  breadth, 
say  twelve  acres,  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  swamp  denominated  and  known  under  the  name  of  Cedar  swamp,  on 
the  east  by  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  on  the  south  by  lands  also  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
west  by  a  spring. 

MICHAEL  DOUSMAN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  acres,  it  being  twelve  acres  from  north  to  south  by  sixteen  and  a 
half  from  east  to  west. 

Whereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn. 
<leposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1803,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  had  improved  part  of  the  premises,  and 
has  continued  to  cultivate  the  same  to  this  day. 

Thomas  Cowles,  another  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  March  and 
April,  1803,  he  helped  to  improve  this  tract  for  the  claimant,  and  that  the  claimant  was  still  improving  the  premises 
in  1805,  when  the  deponent  left  Alichillimackinack. — Postponed. 

No.  335.  Saiviuel  Abbott,  Esq.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Samuel  Abbott,  Esq.  to  a  lot 
of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  2,  page  33,  under  the  date  of  December  26,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  forty -six  feet  in  front  by  fifty-one  feet  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  main  street,  in  rear  by 
the  house  and  concerns  of  Joseph  Gui,  southwest  by  widow  Solomon,  and  northeast  by  one  Petit. 

Whereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  James  Aird  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  ot  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Bartholomew  Noble,  from  whom  the  claimant  lias  purchased,  and  has  possessed 
and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day.— Postponed. 

No.  326.  Samuel  Abbott,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Samuel  Abbott,  Esq.  to  a  lot  of 
ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
volume  2,  page  33,  under  the  date  of  the  26th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  seventy-five  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  feet,  more  or  less,  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  the  main  street,  in  rear  by  the  Government's  ground,  south  by  a  lot  now  owned  by  Lashley,  and  north  by  a 
lot  formerly  owned  by  Noel  Rocheclave. 

Whereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Rene  Nadeau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. — Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Pierre  Lacroix,  which  was  postponed  on  the  25th  August. 

Whereupon,  Michael  Dousman  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  claimant  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  these  three  or  four 
years. — Postponed. 

No.  327.  Ambroise  Davenport. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Ambroise  Davenport  to  a 
lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  De- 
troit, in  volume  2,  page  2,  under  the  date  of  December  24,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  front,  more  or  less,  extending  back  to  the  public  ground,  bounded 
in  front  by  the  main  street,  on  one  side  by  Giasson,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Ogilvy's  lot. 

Whereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  David  McCrae  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continuecl  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Ogilvy,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased,  and  has  possessed  ana  occupied  the 
same  to  this  day. — Postponed. 

No.  328.  Pierre  Dumay. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Dumay  to  a  tract  of  land,  on 
river  Rouge;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  '  Detroit,  October  17,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  on  which  I  have  lived  for  more  than  twenty  years,  situate  on  the  fork  of  river  Rouge,  called  Arbres  Mataches, 
containing  three  arpents  and  fifty  links  in  front,  and  extending  in  depth  about  forty  arpents,  to  the  Pattawattamies 
road,  bounded  in  front  by  the  fork  of  said  river  Rouge,  and  in  rear  by  the  Pattawattamies  road,  above  by  lands 
claimed  by  James  Baby,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Rouleau.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  an 
uninterrupted  possession  of  more  than  twenty  years,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

For  Pierre  Dumay, 

PETER  AUDRAIN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  and  fifty  links  in  front,  and  e.xtending  in 

depth  to  the  Pattawattamies  road,  bounded  in  front  by  a  fork  of  the  river  Rouge,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  James 
Baby,  Esq.  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Rouleau.  * 

Whereupon,  Teophile  Mette  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  without  any  interruption  to  this  day. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  3285  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  329.  Louis  Gravelle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Gravelle  to  a  lot  of  ground 
at  Michillimackinack;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  October  18,  1808. 
Notice  is  hereby  given  that  Louis  Gravelle,  of  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  makes  entry  and  claim  with  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  situated  iii  the  village  of  Michillimacki- 
nack, upon  the  island  of  same  name,  with  the  buildings  and  improvemeiils  thereon  made,  of  seventy  feet  front  or 
thereabimts.  and  extending  back  to  the  hill  for  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  lake  Huron,  in  rear  by  the  hill  or 
second  bank,  southerly  by  a  lot  formerly  belonging  to  Coates,  northeasterly  by  a  lot  belonging  to  Toussaint  Pothier; 
sets  up  claim  by  deed  from  George  Meklrum,  also  by  possession,  improvements,  &c. 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  .attorney. 

The  lot  contains  seventy  feet  in  front,  or  thereabouts,  extending  back  to  the  hill,  bounded  in  front  by  lake 
Huron,  in  rear  by  the  hill  or  second  bank,  northeast  by  a  lot  of  Toussaint  Pothier,  and  southwest  by  a  lot  formerly 
belonging  to  John  Coates. 

AVhereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  jn  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Patrick  McGulpln  tenanted  the  premises  under  the  claimant,  and' 
has  continued  as  a  tenant  to  this  day. — Postponed. 

No.  330.  GiLLORY  AND  Bkisbois. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gillory  and  Brisbois  to  a 
lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Oflice  at  De- 
troit, in  volume  2,  page  12,  under  the  date  of  24th  December,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  seventy -five  feet  in  front  and  depth,  is  bounded  on  the  lake  in  front,  and  in  rear  by  a  cross 
street,  on  one  side  by  John  Gregory's  lot,  and  on  the  other  side  by  John  McNamara's  lot. 

Whereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in-behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1796,  Gillory  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  ana 
lias  continued  so  to  this  day.  , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  330;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  October  19,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  October  20,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  331.  George  Shindler. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  George  Shindler  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  the  island  of  Michillimackinack;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit. 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  October  19,  1808. 

George  Shindler,  of  Michillimackinack,  gives  notice  of  claim,  and  hereby  makes  entry  with  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  or  farm,  whereof  he  is  proprietor  and  owner, 
situated  upon  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  upon  the  southwest  side  thereof,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  strait  of  lake  Michigan,  on  both  sides 
and  rear  by  unlocated  lands  of  the  United  States,  being  the  same  tract  of  land  or  farm  by  the  claimant  purchased  of 
one  Jeaneux;  sets  up  and  makes  claim  to  said  farm  or  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  occupancy,  improvements,  and 
long  and  continued  possession,  in  himself  and  in  and  by  those  under  whom  he  sets  up  title  and  claim  in  and  to  said 
tract  of  land. 

GEORGE  SHINDLER, 
By  Solomon  Sibley,  his  atto  rney. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  strait  of  lake  Michigan,  and  on  both  sides  and  rear  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Cadien  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  as  tenant 
to  the  claimant,  and  continued  so  until  last  spring,  since  which  time  the  claimant  has  himself  cultivated  the  same; 
that  this  tract  was  improved  before  1796,  and  has  been  constantly  cultivated  ever  since  to  this  day. 

Michael  Dousman,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  there  are  upwards  of  twelve  acres  in 
cultivation. 

No.  332.  Michael  Dousman. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Michael  Dousman  to  a  lot  of 
ground  at  Michillimackinack,  purchased  by  him  from  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late  Noel  Rocheblave;  and  the 
notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  October  18,  1808. 
Michael  Dousman  gives  notice  of  claim,  and  makes  entry  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
of  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  situate  upon  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  in  the  said  village,  with  the  buildings  thereon 
erected,  being  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  feet  in  front  by  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  depth,  to  the  exception 
of  a  part  of  said  lot  sold  to  Messrs.  Chaudonet  and  Boutheiller  by  James  Perrault,  attorney  to  the  estate  of 
G  Cote,  deceased,  by  deed  of  August  28,  1795,  bounded  in  front  by  the  lake,  on  the  north  by  T.  Pothier,  on  the 
west  by  main  street,  and  south  by  Joseph  Bailly;  claims  by  deed  from  Giasson  and  Porlier,  executors  of  Noel  Roche- 
blave, who  claimed  by  deed  from  Adhemar  St.  Martin,  attorney  to  the  estate  of  G.  Cote,  deceased,  of  20th 
July,  1800;  G.  Cote  purchased  of  Charles  Gaultier;  said  Gaultier,  by  grant  from  Governor  St.  Clair,  of  Uth 
June,  1781;  claims  by  virtue  of  possession,  and  improvements  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  claims. 

MICHAEL  DOUSMAN. 

This  tract  was  formerly  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2, 
page  35,  under  date  of  24th  December,  1805,  by  the  late  Noel  Rocheblave,  and  contains  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  feet  in  front  by  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  depth,  or  thereabouts,  (to  the  exception  of  a  part  of  said  lot  sold 
to  Chaudonet  and  Boutheiller,  by  Joseph  Perrinault,  attorney  for  the  estate  of  G.  Cote,  by  deed  dated  2Sth  August, 
1795,)  bounded  in  front  by  the  lake,  north  by  G.  Pothier,  west  by  the  main  street,  and  south  by  Joseph  13ailly. 

Whereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forwad  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Labruyer  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  con- 
tinued so  until  he  sold  to  Noel  Rocheblave,  who  occupied  the  same  until  he  died,  when  tlie  claimant  purchased  the 
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same  from  the  legal  representatives  of  said  Rocheblave,  ami  has  possessed  and  occupied  tiie  same  to  this  day.' — Post- 
poned. 

No.  333.  JosiAH  Dunham.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  [Josiah  Dunham  to  a  lot  of  ground 
at  Michillimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2, 
page  3-2,  under  the  date  of  the  24th  December,  1808,  by  Rocheblave  and  Porlier;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday 
wa,s  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  October  19,  1808. 

Josiah  Dunham  hereby  gives  notice  of  claim,  and  makes  entry  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land 
Office  at  Detroit  of  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  situate  at  the  village  of  Michillimackinack,  situate  upon  theisland  of  the 
same  name,  seventy-five  feet  front,  by  two  hundred  feet  in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  by  the  main  street, 
northerly  by  a  lot  belonging  to  John  Campbell,  on  the  west  by  Government  field,  and  southerly  by  a  lot  of  Samuel 
Abbott,  Esquire;  claims  under  grant  of  Samuel  Lashley,  said  Lashley  under  grant  of  J.  Porlier,  or  Jacques  Giasson, 
executors  and  representatives  of  Rocheblave  and  Porlier,  who  claimed  under  grant  of  Forsyth,  Richardson,  &  Co.  of 
25th  July,  1797;  claims  by  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he 
claims. 

JOSIAH  DUNHAM, 
By  Solomon  Sibley,  his  attorney. 
This  lot  contains  seventy-five  feet  front  by  two  hundred  feet  in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  by  the 
main  street,  north  by  a  lot,  late  in  the  possession  of  John  Campbell,  west  by  a  field  belonging  to  Government,  and 
south  by  a  lot  now  possessed  by  Samuel  Abbott,  Esq. 

Whereupon.  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  James  and  George  Aird  were  in  possessiim  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  Forsyth,  Richardson,  &  Co.,  who  sold  to  Rocheblave  and  Porlier; 
Rocheblave  died,  and  Porlier  sold  to  Samuel  Lashley,  who  sold  to  the  claimant. 

Michael  Dousman,  another  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the 
claimant  is  in  actual  possession  of  the  premises. 

No.  334.  The  legal  representatives  of  Robert  Campbell,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration 
the  claim  of  the  legal  represeiitatives  of  Robert  Campbell,  deceased,  to  a  certain  farm,  on  the  main  land,  southerly 
of  the  island  of  Michillimackinack;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  October  19,  1808. 

The  legal  representativesof  Robert  Campbell,  lateofMicIiillimackinack,  deceased,  hereby  give  notice  of  claim, 
and  make  entry  in  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  of  and  to  a  certain  farm,  or  tract  of  land,  containing  sis  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  situate  upon  the  main  land,  southerly  of  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  near  a  place  commonly  called 
Old  Michillimackinack,  in  said  district,  being  twenty  acres  in  front  by  thirty-two  in  depth,  and  is  the  same  farm, 
or  tract  of  land,  whereon  the  said  Robert  Campbell,  for  many  years  past,  and  until  his  death,  did  live  and  improve, 
together  with  the  houses,  mills,  and  other  improvements  thereon  erected  and  made,  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Campbell's  farm.  The  said  heirs  of  the  said  Robert  Campbell  claim  said  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  long  and  con- 
tinued possession,  occupancy,  and  valuable  improvements  by  them,  and  the  said  Robert  Campbell,  under  whom  they 
claim,  made  upon  said  farm. 

For  the  legal  heirs  of  Robert  Campbell,  deceased, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney. 

This  farm  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  twenty  acres  in  front  by  thirty-two  in 
depth. 

Whereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  179C,  the  late  Robert  Campbell  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died,  since  which  time  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  have  occupied  the  same, 
and  that  forty  acres  and  upwards  are  cultivated. 

Michael  Dousman,  another  witness,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  there  are  considerable  improve- 
ments made  on  the  premises,  to  wit,  a  grist  and  a  saw  mill,  a  large  orchard,  and  valuable  buildings. — Postponed. 

No.  335.  Patrick  McGulpin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Patrick  McGuIpin  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  main  land,  south  of  the  island  of  Michillimackinack;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

,  ■  To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit. 

Sir: 

Patrick  McGulpin  hereby  gives  notice  that  he  claims  a  certain  tract  of  land,  and  makes  entry  of  his  said  claini 
with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  with  the  houses,  buildings, 
and  itnprovements  thereon  made;  which  said  tract  of  land  is  situated  on  the  main  land,  southerly  of  said  island 
of  Michillimackinack,  in  said  district,  upon  the  strait  of  lake  Michigan,  near  the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  at 
a  place  called  Old  Michillimackinack,  being  twenty  acres  front  by  thirty- two  acres  in  depth,  and  bounded  in  part, 
and  on  each  side,  and  rear,  by  unlocated  lands,  being  the  same  farm,  or  tr.act  of  land,  whereon  the  father  of  the 
claimant  lived,  and,  after  his  death,  the  said  Patrick  by  himself  and  tenants,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
McGulpin's  farm.  The  said  Patrick  sets  up  claim  and  title  to  said  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  long  and  continued 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  in  and  by  himself,  and  in  and  by  those  under  whom  he  sets  up  title,  and 
derives  title. 

For  Patrick  McGdlpin, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  .attorney. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  twenty  acres  in  front  by  thirty-two  in 
depth,  and  is  bounded  on  all  sides  by  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Whereupon,  Daniel  Daly  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  liither  of  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died,  in  1802,  since  which  time  the  claimant  has  constantly  tenanted  the 
premises  to  this  day. — Postponed. 

And  thereupon  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October,  24,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  October  25,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Robert  Campbell,  deceased,  (No.  334,)  which 
was  postponed  the  20th  of  October  instant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  334;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
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surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Louis  Gravelle,  (No.  339.)  which  was  postponed  the  20th  October  instant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  3-29;  antl  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Patrick  McGulpin,  (No.  335, )  which  was  postponed  on  the  20th  of  October 
instant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  h.ave  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  335;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  336.  MuRDocK  Cameron. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Murdock  Cameron,  as  grantee 
of  George  Hoftman,  who  was  grantee  of  Louis  Crawford,  to  a  lot  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack;  and  the  notice  by 
him  filed  the  L9th  October  instant,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Stales'  Land  Office. 

Sir:  Detroit,  October  19,  1808. 

Murdock  Cameron  hereby  gives  notice  that  he  makes  claim  and  entry  of  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  with  fhfe 
buildings  thereon  erected,  situate  in  the  village  of  Michilliniackinack,  within  said  district,  containing  seventy-five 
feet  in  front  by  two  hundred  feet  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Water  street,  on  the  north  by  a  lot  of  Cameron, 
(m  the  west  by  main  street,  and  on  the  south  by  Robert  Dixon  &  Co.;  which  said  lot  was  entered  in  this  office  in 
the  name  of  Louis  Crawford,  under  the  date  of  26th  December,  1805,  (No.  284.)  The  said  claimant  makes  claim  and 
title  under  grant  of  George  Hoftinan,  dated  July  18,  1808;  said  Hoftman  derived  title  by  purchase  from  Louis  Craw- 
ford, and  makes  claim  and  title  by  virtue  of  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  in  himself,  and  in  and 
by  those  under  whom  he  claims  and  derives  title,  &c. 

For  Murdock  Cameron, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney. 

This  tract  contains  seventy-five  feet  in  front  by  two  hundred  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  Water  street, 
north  by  a  lot  of  Cameron,  west  by  the  main  street,  and  south  by  Robert  Dixon  &  Co. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  a  deed  from  George  Hoftman  to  him  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit : 

This  indenture,  made  the  18th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808,  between  George  Hoftinan,  of  Michilli- 
mackinack, in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  of  the  one  part,  and  Murdock  Cameron,  of  the  same  place,  of  the  other 
part,  witnesseth,  that,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars,'current  money  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  the  said  George  Hoftman  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid  by  the  said  Murdock  Cameron 
at  or  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  hereof,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  the  said  George  Hofthian 
has  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  andby  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  unto  the  said  Murdock  Came- 
ron, his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  his  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim,  and  demand,  which  he  now  has, 
or  could  have,  in  and  to  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  situate  and  lynig  in  the  village  of  Michillimackinack,  being  the 
same  which  was  conveyed  to  the  said  George  Hoffman  by  Louis  Crawford,  as  by  reference  to  his  deeil,  dated  the  7th 
September,  1807,  will  more  fully  appear,  and  all  the  houses,  and  buildings,  and  improvements,  to  the  same  belong- 
ing: to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  lot  of  ground,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Murdock  Cameron,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever,  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  him,  the  said  Murdock  Cameron,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
forever;  the  said  George  Hotfman  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Murdock  Cameron,  that  he  will 
forever  warrant  and  defend  the  title  to  the  said  lot  of  ground  against  all  and  every  person  or  peisons  whatsoever, 
claiming  by,  through,  from,  or  under  him. 

In  witness  whereof,  he  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand,  and  affixed  his  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  aforesaid. 

GEORGE  HOFFMAN,  [t.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

Samuel  Abbott, 
Dan.  Daly. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  AJichillimackinacIf:,  ss. 

George  Hoftinan  personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  district 
aforesaid,  and  acknowledged  that  he  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  as  and  for 
his  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  expressed. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  21st  day  of  July,  1808. 

SAMUEL  ABBOTT,  [l.  s.] 

I,  George  Hoftinan,  clerk  of  the  court  of  judicature,  for  the  district  of  Michillimackinack,  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  certify  that  this  deed  is  faithfully  recorded  in  my  office,  in  book  A,  folios  10  and  11. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  seal  of  the  said  court,  this  21st  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1808,  and  in  the  33d  year  of 
American  independence. 

■GEO.  HOFFMAN. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners,  from  the  above  deed,  and  the  evidence  taken  on  this  claim 
on  the  27th  ot  August  last,  given  by  Robert  Dixon,  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  336;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Samuel  Abbott,  Esq.  (No-  325,)  which  was  postponed  the  18th  October 
instant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  325;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Samuel  Abbott,  Esq.  (No.  326,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  18th  Octo- 
ber instant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  326;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  (No.  192,)  which  was  postponed  the  28th  June  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  192;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
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be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  tlie  chtim  of  Meldnim  and  Park,  (No.  193,)  which  was  postponed  the  28t!i  June  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  193;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survev,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land"  Ofiice  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  (No.  217,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  6th  July  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract 
of  land;  and,  therefore,  that  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Isadore  Morin,  (No.  221,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  8th  of  July  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract 
of  land;  and,  therefoi'e,  that  his  claim  is  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Francois  Benome,  (No.  244,)  which  was  postponed  19th  July  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissionere  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  244;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  (if  Williarn  Conner,  (No.  263,)  which  was  postponed  the  10th  August  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract 
of  land;  and,  therefore,  that  his  claim  be  rejected. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morruw,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  October  26,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  John  Meldrum,  grantee  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  (No.  304,)  which  was 
postponed  SOih  August  last. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  power  of  attorney  of  William  Park  to  George  Meldrum,  and 
a  deed  of  George  Meldrum  to  the  claimant,  which  power  of  attorney  and  deed  are  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  William  Park,  of  Petitte  Cote,  township  of  Sandwich,  county  of  Essex, 
and  province  of  Upper  Canada,  Esquire,  have  made,  ordained,  authorized,  constituted,  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  make,  ordain,  authorize,  constitute,  and  appoint,  George  Meldrum,  of  Detroit,  Esquire,  (my  late  part- 
ner in  trade,)  my  true  and  lawful  attorney,  for  me,  and  in  my  name,  or  in  the  name  of  George  Meldrum  and  Wil- 
liam Park,  to  the  use  of  George  Meldrum  and  William  Park,  to  ask,  demand,  sue  for,  recover,  and  receive  of  and 
from  all  and  every  person  or  perscms  whatsoever,  all  and  every  such  sum  and  sums  of  money,  debts,  and  demands 
whatsoever,  which  now  are  due  and  owing  unto  George  Meldrum  and  William  Park,  late  merchants  in  trade,  under 
the  firm  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  which  hereatter  may  grow  oi'  become  due,  and,  in  default  of  payment  thereof,  to  have, 
use,  and  take  all  lawful  ways  and  means  for  the  recovery  thereof;  and  also  to  ask,  demand,  sue  for,  recover,  and 
receive  all  rents,  a^d  arrearages  of  rent,  which  are  now  due,  or  hereafter  shall  grow  out  of  and  from  any  messuage, 
lands,  and  tenements  now  belonging  to  the  said  George  Meldrum  and  William  Park,  or  which  hereafter  may  belon°;, 
or  anywise  appertain,  unto  them,  the  said  George  Meldrum  and  William  Park,  and,  in  default  of  payment  thereof, 
for  me,  and  in  my  name,  or  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of  George  Meldrum  and  William  Park,  to  use  and 
take  all  lawful  ways  and  means  for  the  recovery  thereof,  and  also  to  take  and  receive  quiet  possession  and  seizure 
o/ all  such  messuages  or  tenements,  lands  and  premises,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  which  now 
belong  unto  the  said  George  Meldrum  and  William  Park,  or  which  at  any  time  hereafter  may  be  bargained  and 
sold  unto  them,  or  either  of  them,  by  persons  indebted  to  the  said  firm  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  the  same  pos- 
session so  had  and  taken  to  detain  and  keep  to  the  sole  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  George  Meldrum  and  William 
Park,  their  heirs  and  assigns.  And  also,  for  me,  and  in  ray  name,  or  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of  the  said  George 
Meldrum  anil  William  Park,  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  release,  and  convey  all  and  every  my  estate,  title,  interest, 
claim,  and  demand,  whatsoever,  of,  in,  and  to  any  messuages,  lands,  and  tenements  which  now  belong,  or  which  at 
any  time  or  times  hereafter  may  belong  unto  the  said  George  Meldrum  and  William  Park,  or  which  lie,  the  said 
George  Meldrum,  may  hold  for  them,  unto  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  inclined  to  purchase  the  same,  and 
for  the  most  money  that  reasonably  can  or  may  be  gotten  for  the  same,  and  any  contract  and  agreement  being  en- 
tered into  and  concluded  for  the  purchase  for  any  lands,  messuages,  or  tenements,  now  belonging  to  the  said  George 
Meldrum  and  William  Park,  or  which  hereafter  may  or  ought  of  right  to  belong  unto  them,  the  said  George  Mel- 
drum and  William  Park,  for  me,  and  in  my  name,  place,  and  stead,  and  as  my  proper  act  and  deed,  to  e.xecute,  seal, 
and  deliver  such  conveyances  and  assurances  of  any  and  every  the  messuages,  lands,  and  tenements,  which  now  do 
or  hereafter  may  belong  to  the  said  George  Meldrum  and  Wilham  Park,  unto  any  person  on  purchasing  the  same,  or 
shall  be  needful  and  requisite  for  the  doing  thereof;  giving  and  granting  unto  my  said  attorney  full  power  and  abso- 
lute authority  to  do,  e.xecute,  and  perform  any  act  or  acts,  thing  or  things,  whatsoever,  that  shall  be  needful  and 
necessary  to  be  done,  touching  or  concerning  the  premises,  or  the  conveying  or  assuring  thereof  to  any  person  and 
persons  as  aforesaid,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  I,  the  said  William  Park,  might 
or  could  do  if  J  was  then  and  there  personally  present,  and  did  the  same;  and  on  receipt  of  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  on  and  for  account  of  any  debts  now  due,  or  hereafter  to  grow  or  become  due,  or  for  any  purchase  money 
which  he,  the  said  George  Meldrum,  may  receive  on  my  account,  or  on  account  of  the  said  George  Meldrum  and 
William  Park,  sufficient  releases  and  discharges  for  the  same  to  sign,  seal,  and  deliver,  and,  if  needs  be,  to  acknow- 
ledge my  hand  and  seal  before  any  Register  or  Registers  of  the  said  Detroit  and  its  dependencies,  with  faculty  to 
my  said  attorney,  one  or  more  attorneys  under  him,  for  all  and  every  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  appoint,  and  at  his 
pleasure  to  revoke.  And  i.  the  said  William  Park,  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  do 
hereby  undertake  and  faithfully  promise  to  ratify,  confirm,  and  allow  all,  and  whatsoever  my  said  attorney,  or  any 
attorney  or  attorneys  to  be  appointed  under  him,  shall  lawfully  do  or  cause  to  be  done  in  the  premises,  by  virtue  of 
these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  William  Park,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Sandwich,  the  30th  day  of 
September,  in  the  yeai'  of  our  Lord  1800. 

WILLIAM  PARK.    [l.  s.] 

Signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of 

Geo.  McDouoall, 
Sol.  Sibley. 

Territory  of  Miohi(3an,  District  of  Huron  and  Detroit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  George  Meldrum,  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  merchant,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  love  I  bear  towards  my  son  John,  do  giant,  alienate,  and  confirm  unto  him,  the  said  John,  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  (he  river  Sinclair.'containing  twenty  acres  in  front  by  thirty-two  acres  in 
depth,  bounded  north  by  Pine  river,  south  by  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurte- 
nances whatsoever  to  the  said  premises  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest, 
property,  claim,  or  demand,  whatever,'of  me,  the  said  George  Meldrum,  of,  in,  and  to  the  said  premises,  and  of,  in,  and 
to  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  ap|)iii-teriances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  premises,  and  every  part 
and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  John,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  1,  the  said  George 
Meldrum,  for  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  myself,  the  said  tract  of  land  and  premises,  against  myself,  and  my  heirs  and 


ISOr.]  LAND   CLAIMS  IN  THE  MICHIGAN  TERRITORY.  41X 

assigns,  and  against  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  William  Park,  and  against  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  by  virtue  of  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  George  Mcldrum,  for  myself,  and  Meldrum  and  Park,  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroit,  this  23d  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1807. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM.    [l.  s.] 
Witnesses  present, 

Wm.  McScott, 
E.  Brush. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  of  tiie  peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
George  Meldrum,  the  above  grantor,  and  acknowledged  tlie  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed 
for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that  as  such  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  5th  day  of  September,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN.  /.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon,  from  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  30th  August  last,  and  from  the  two  foregoing  instruments  of 
writing,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  304;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Meldrum,  (No.  305,)  which  was  postponed  the  30th  A'igust  last. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  same  letter  of  attorney  of  William  Park  to  Geoi-ge  Mel- 
drum, registered  in  the  preceding  claim.  He  also  exhibited  the  deed  of  George  Meldrum  to  him,  in  the  words  and' 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Huron  and  Detroit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  George  Meldrum,  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  merchant,  in  consideration 
of  the  love  I  bear  towards  my  son  James,  do  hereby  grant,  alienate,  and  confirm  unto  him,  the  said  James,  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  river  St.  Clair,  in  the  district  of  Huron,  and  territory  of  Michigan, 
containing  thirty-two  acres  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Pine  rivei-,  on  the  north  and  west 
by  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  on  the  east  by  river  St.  Clair,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  what- 
soever to  said  premises  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim, 
or  demand,  whatsoever,  of  me,  the  said  George  Meldrum,  of,  in,  and  to  the  said  premises,  and  of,  in,  and  to  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  premises,  and  every  pai't  and  parcel 
thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  .lames,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  George  Mel- 
drum, for  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  myself,  the  said  tract  of  land  and  premises  against  myself,  and  my  heirs  and 
assigns,  and  against  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  William  Park,  and  against  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  by  virtue  of  these  presents.  In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said 
George  Meldrum,  for  myself,  and  Meldrum  and  Park,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroit, 
this  23d  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1807. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM.  [l.  s.] 
Witnesses  present, 

Wm.  McScott, 
E.  Brush. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
George  Meldrum.  the  above  grantor,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed 
for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that  as  such  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  5th  day  of  September,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon,  from  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  30th  August  last,  and  the  foregoing  instruments  of  writing,  it 
doth  appear  tp  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have 
a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  305;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the 
survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  William  Meldrum,  (No.  306,)  which  was  postponed  the  30th  August  last. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  same  letter  of  attorney  of  William  Park  to  George  Meldrum, 
registered  in  the  claim  of  John  Meldrum.  He  also  exhibited  the  deed  of  George  Meldrum  to  him,  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Huron  and  Detroit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  George  Meldrum,  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  merchant,  in  consideration 
of  the  lovel  bear  unto  my  son  William,  do  hereby  grant,  alienate,  and  confirm  unto  him,  the  said  William,  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  St.  Clair,  in  the  district  of  Huron,  and  ten-itory  of  Michigan, 
containing  thirty-two  acres  in  front  and  twenty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  north  by  Pine  river,  tliencc  running  east- 
erly from  the  west  end  of  the  portage  on  said  river,  on  the  south  and  west  by  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  with  all 
and  singular  the  appurtenances  whatsoever  to  the  said  premises  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  all  the 
estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim,  or  demand,  whatever,  of  me,  tiie  said  George  Meldrum,  of,  in,  and  to  the 
said  premises,  and  of,  in,  and  to  every  part  and  parcel  tiiereof,  with  the  appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  William,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
forever.  And  I,  the  said  George  Meldrum,  fur  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  myself,  the  said  tract  of  land  and  premises 
against  myself,  and  my  heirs  and  assigns,  and  against  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  William  Park,  and  against  all  and 
every  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  by  these  presents.  In  witness 
whereof,  I,  the  said  George  Meldrum,  for  myself,  and  Meldrum  and  Park,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed 
my  seal,  at  Detioit,  the  23d  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1807. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM.  [.l.  s.l 
Witnesses  present, 

Wm.  McScott, 

E.  Brush. 
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Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  oC  the  justices  of  the  peace  iii  the  district  of  Detroit, 
George  Meldrum,  the  above  grantor,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed 
for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that  as  such  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  5th  day  of  September,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon,  from  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  30th  August  last,  and  the  foregoing  instruments  of  writing, 
it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he 
have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  306;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot 
of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  David  Meldrum,  (No.  307,)  which  was  postponed  the  30th  August  last. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  )he  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  since  the  burning  of  the  mills  and  other  buildings,  Meldrum  and  Park  have 
kept  an  agent  to  guard  and  superintend  the  premises,  and  to  prevent  people  committing  waste  thereon;  that  the  said 
agent  lived  in  a  house  in  the  neighborhood,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  same  letter  of  attorney  of  William  Park  to  George  Mel- 
drum, registered  in  the  claim  of  John  Meldrum.  He  also  exhibited  a  deed  of  George  Meldrum  to  him,  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan.  District  of  Huron  and  Detroit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  George  Meldrum,  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  merchant,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  love  I  bear  towards  my  son  David,  do  hereby  grant,  alienate,  and  confirm  unto  him,  the  said  David,  a 
•  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  Pine  river,  in  the  district  of  Huron,  and  territory  of  Michigan, 
containing  thirty-two  acres  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth,  commencing  where  the  grist  and  saw  mill  was,  bounded 
north  by  Pine  river,  and  on  every  other  side  by  lands  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances 
whatsoever  to  the  said  premises  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  pro- 
perty, claim,  or  demand,  whatever,  of  me,  the  said  George  Meldrum,  of,  in,  and  to  the  said  premises,  and  of,  in,  and 
to  every  part  and  parcel  tliereof,  with  the  appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  premises,  and  every  part  and 
parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  David,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  George 
Meldrum,  for  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  myself,  the  said  tract  of  land  and  premises  against  myself,  and  my  heirs  and 
assigns,  and  against  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  William  Park,  and  against  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  by  these  presents.  In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  George  Mel- 
drum, for  myself,  and  Meldrum  and  Pai-k,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  23d  day 
of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1807. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM. 
Witnesses  present, 

Wm.  McScott, 
E.  Brush. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
George  Meldrum,  the  above  grantor,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed 
for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that  as  such  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  5th  day  of  September,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  307;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  October  28,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.,  (No.  216,)  part  of  which  was  affirmed  on  the  20th  July 
last,  to  wit,  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  and  the  remaining  part  of  said  claim,  to  wit,  five  acres  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  was  recons  idered. 

And  thereupon,  from  the  evidence  adduced  in  4th  volume,  page  223,  in  5th  volume,  pages  15  and  123,  under  the 
dates  of  6th  and  12th  July  last,  and  14th  October  instant,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is 
entitled  to  said  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  216;  and 
that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be 
returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Isaac  Todd,  (No.  266,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  11th  August  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  266;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Isaac  Todd,  (No.  267,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  11th  August  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract 
of  land;  and,  therefore,  that  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Isaac  Todd,  (No.  268,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  11th  August. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of 
land;  and,  therefore,  that  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Isaac  Todd,  (No.  269,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  11th  August  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract 
of  land;  and,  therefore,  that  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  McGill,  (No.  270,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  Uth  August  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract 
of  land;  and,  therefore,  that  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  John  Askin,  Esq.  (No.  271,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  11th  August  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of 
land;  and,  therefore,  that  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  William  Robertson,  deceased,  which  was  postponed  on  the 
the  13th  and  the  18th  August  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract 
of  land;  and,  therefore,  that  their  claim  be  rejected. 

And  then  the  Boarcl  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  31,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
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No.  337.  Jean  Baptiste  Chovin.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Chovin,  as 
grantee  of  Chaiies  Cllovin,  his  tiither,;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  tlie  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  October  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  the  Grand  Marais,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bound- 
ed east-nqrtheast  by  the  lands  of  the  heirs  of  William  McComb,  and  west-southwest  by  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau, 
in  front  by  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands.  I  claim  as  grantee  of  my  father,  Charles  Chovin,  who  has 
occupied  this  farm  since  the  year  1782,  until  the  22d  instant.        • 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  CHOVIN,  his  X  mark. 
\\  itness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east-northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  William  McComb, 
deceased,  and  west-southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Canipeau. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Simare  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  for  these  twentv-four  years  past,  the  claimant's  father  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day,  and  is  now  still  living  with  his  son- on  the  premises. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit:  > 


de  I'amour  naturel  qu'ils  ont  pour  leur  fils,  Jean  Baptiste  Chovin,  ont  de  leur  bon  gre,  et  sans  aucune  contrainte  fait 
donation  entre  vifs  en  la  meilleure  forme  que  faire  sepeut  et  irrevocable,  au  dit  Jean  Baptiste  Chovin,  leur  fils,  k  ce 
present  etacceptant  donateur,  pour  lui,  seshoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  Favenir,  de  tous  leur  biens,  meubles  etimmeubles, 
consistant  les  dits  biens  en  une  terre  de  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  sise  et  sifuee  au  Grand' 
Marais,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  et  par 
derriere  par  des  terres  non  cedees,  a  I'est-nord-est  par  la  terre  de  la  famille  McComb,  et  au  ouest-sud-ouest  par  la 
terre  de  Jean  Baptiste  Campeau,  avec  maison  et  autres  batiments  susconstruits,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que 
le  dit  donataire  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  ainsy  que  tous  les  animaux  qui  leur  appartiennent,  meubles  de  menage, 
ustencils  d'agriculture,  &c.  Cette  donation  ainsy  taitte  aux  clauses  et  conditions  suivantes,  savoir:  que  le  dit  Jean 
Baptiste  Chovin  promet  et  s'oblige  par  ces  presentes  envers  les  dits<]harles  Chovin  et  Louise  Chovin,  ses  pere  et 
mere,  de  les  loger,  chauffer,  et  les  entretenir  de  hardes,  et  linge,  suivant  leur  etat,  tant  en  sante  qu'en  maladie,  et 
en  casde  maladie,  de  les  soigneret  faire  soigner  comnie  il  convient,  etapresleurmort  de  les  faire  enterrerdecemment, 
le  tout  sous  peine  de  revocation  des  presentes.  En  vertu  et  au  moyen  de  ce  que  dessus,  les  dits  sieurs  donateurs  ont 
mis  et  mettent  le  dit  donataire  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine  detous  leurs  dits  biens,  a  commencer  la  jnuissance  de 
ce  jour,  pour  par  lui,ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  user,  faire  jouir,  etdisposer,  comme  des  biensaluiapparte- 
nant  aux  clauses  et  conditions  mentionn^es  cy-dessus,  car  ainsy  est  la  volonte  des  dittes  parties,  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  vingt-deuxieme  jour  du  mois  d'Octobre,  mil  huit  cent  huit,  et  les  parties  ont  signe,  ou 
fait  leurs  mai-quesaccoutuinees,et  ont  scelle  apres  que  lecture  leur  a  ete  faitte.des  presentes,  en  presence  de  temoins. 

CHARLES  CHOVIN,  [l.s.T 
LOUIS  CHOVIN,  sa  X  marque,  [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de  JEAN  BAPTISTE  CHOVIN,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 

F.  Audrain, 
Peter  Addrain. 

'Territory  or  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  the 
parties  to  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing,  to  whoni  I  read  and  explained  the  same  in  the  French  language,  and 
they  all  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  their  voluntary  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained;  that  they 
do  not  wish  to  retract  it,  but  do  consent  that  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  rtiy  hand  at  Detroit  the  22d  day  of  October,  1608. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  337;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  '  ■ 

No.  338.  F.  Chabert. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Col.  Francis  Chabert  to  a  tract  of  land 
on  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  witli  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.1,  page  175, 
under  the  date  of  22d  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  forty  arpents,  it  being  one  arpent  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lauds,  and  on  both  sides  by  lands  claimed  by  Messrs.  Jacques  and  Francois 
Lasselle- 

Whereupon,  Charles  Poupard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  before  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  338;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  together  with  the,  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  339.  F.  Chabert. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Col.  Francois  Chabert  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  October  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the.  C9inmissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  oi 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  river  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  lands  of  Alexis  Labadi,  northeast  by  a  creek  dividing  this  tract  iiom 
Lasselle's  lands,  and  southwest  by  riviere  aux  Vases.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession  of  twenty- 
four  years,  occupancy,  and  improvements. 

FRANCIS  CHABERT  JONCAIRE. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Poupard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  for  more  than  fifteen  years  past,  he  has  cut  hay  almost  every  year  on  this  tract  of  land  by 
the  permission  of  the  claimant,  to  whom  he  has  always  paid  a  consideration  for  the  same,  and  that  he   has  always 
understood  that  it  was  Col.  Chabert's  property,  and  that  there  is  no  improvement. 
53  p 
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Col.  Gabriel  Godfroy,  another  witness,  being  sv/orn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  cut  hay,  or  caused  to  be  cut, 
on  the  premises,  by  permission  of  the  claimant,  to  whom  he  has  always  paid  a  consideration,  and  that  he  always  coA- 
sidered  Col.  Chabert  as  the  owner  oF  the  premises.— Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
^ JAMES  ABBOTT. 

No.  1-2. 

Transcript  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  2(/  to  the  30th  day  of  November, 

inclusively,  1808. 

Wednesday,  November  2,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

-  .  ,  Friday,  November  i,  1808. 

The  Boa4-d  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the'forenoon. 

■         -  ■      .      ,  '    ■  •      ■  Monday,  November  7,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  340.  Peter  Currv. — llie  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Capt.  Peter  Curry  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,.  page  113, 
under  the  date  of  181h  November,  1805. , 

Whereupon,  Patrick  Fitzpatrick  vvas  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago,  the  claimant  cut  timber  on  the  premises  for  building 
vessels  for  .Meldrum  and  Park,  and  for  the  Northwest  Cmnpany,  and  that  previous  to  1st  July,  179ti,  the  claimanthaa 
made  and  enclosed  a  small  garden,  and  that,  during  the  buildings  of  vessels,  there  were  sheds  and  huts  built  i'or 
the  convenience  of  the  workmen. 

■    Major  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot,  another  vvatness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  being-sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  pre- 
vious to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  built,  on  the  premises, two  vessels,  and  that,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  this  country,  the  claimant  employed  several  hands  in  making  rails,  and  cutting  ditches  on  the  premises;  that 
six  years  ago,  the  claimant  rented  the  premises  to  one  Alexander  WoiUet,  who  left  th&  pregnises  about  two  years  ago. 
Postponed  for  further  evidence. 
And  th^n  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

.  '  Wednesday,  November  9,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pui'suant  to  adjournment. 

No.  341.  Jesse  Hicks.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jesse  Hicks  to  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  a  tract  of  land  on  Gross  Isle;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

.Sir:  '  ■  Detroit,  Ao«ew6er  8, 1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  enter  and  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
island  commonly  called  Gross  Isle,  eighteen  acres  in  front  by  eighteen  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  or  on  the  east 
side  by  the  Detroit  river,  in  rear  or  on  the  west  side  also  by  Detroit  river,  on  the  north  side  by  unlocated  lands,  and 
on  the  south  side  by  vacant  lands.  I  claim  the  right  of  preference  by  possession,  occupancy,  and  valuable  iinprove- 
nients  made  thereon  in  the  year  1803,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

..        '       .  JESSE  HICKS,  his  X  marV 

Witiless,  LXifBieRT  Laf oy.  ■  ■     '  .  '' 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres,  it  being  eighteen  acres  in  front  by  eigh- 
teen acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  front,  or  on  the  east  side,  by  the  Detroit  river,  in  rear,  or  on  the  west  side,  also,  by 
Detroit  river,  on  the  north  and  south  by  unlocated  lands:  whereupon,  Joseph  Barreau  was  brought  forward  as  a  wit- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  claimant, who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  that  the  claimant  has  been 
in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  for  near  five  years  past,  and  has  cultivated  the  same;  that  the  first  im- 
provements were  made  by  one  Thomas  Williams,  and  that  the  claimant  has  paid  rent  to  the  heirs  of  AVilliara 
McComb,  deceased,  every  year. 

Adiia  Heacock,  another  vtitness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  ueen  living  on  the  pre- 
mises for  better  than  these  foul*  years,  and  has  worked  and  cultivated  the  same;  that  about  twenty-five  acres  are  in 
cultivation  and  under  fence.  .  .       • 

No.  342.  Francois  Dbpee. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claimof  Francois  Dup^,  which  was  entered 
with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  30j,  under  the  date  of  30th  No- 
vember, 1805.  • 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimatipri,  four  hundred  arpents,  is  situated  on  a  point  of  land,  bounded  on  one  side  by 
lake  St.  Clair,  and  on  the  other  side  by  la  riviere  a  la  Salmi,  about  four  miles  higher  than  river  Huron. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  about  thirteen  years  ago,  the  claimant  was  making  improvements  on  the  premises,  by  building 
a  house  and  a  working  shop,  and  a  small  garden  enclosed  and  seeded,  and  that  he  continued  until  the  buildings  were 
destroyed  by  fire  about  eight  years  ago,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  and  that  since  that  time  he  has  not  occupied 
the  premises. — PostponedT 

No.  343.  Pierre  Yax. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Yax  to  a  tract  of  land  on  lake  St. 
Clair,  at  a  place  called  la  poinie  de  la  riviere  aux  Crapaux;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  9,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  at  a  place  called  la  Pointe  aux  Crapaux,  containing  twelve  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lancis,  on  both  sides  by  unlocated  lands.  I 
claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

PIERRE  YAX,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain.  ^ 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  twelve  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  and  on  both  sides  by  unconceded  lands. 

Whereupon,  Frangois  Dupee  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  at  least  thirteen  years  ago  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises^ 
which  were  then  improved,  and  that  ever  since  to  this  day  he  has  cultivated,  or  caused  to  be  cultivated,  the  same. 
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And  thereupon  it  dotli  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  sliall  be  No.  343;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  bf 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  tlie 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  " 

No.  344.  Pierre  Yax.— The  Board  tonic  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Pierre  Ya.x,  to  a  tract  of  land  at 
Gross  Point;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  thfe  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  9,  1808. 

Take  notice  tiiat  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  at  Gross  Point,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  southwest  by  Benjamin  Marsac,  and  northeast  by  John  Yax.  1  claim 
and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

PIERREYAX,  his  X  mark. 
vVitness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Marsac,  and 
northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Yax. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Goiiin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  c9mmissioners_that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  tlie  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  344:  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,, to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  •      -  " 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

¥Kit  AY,  IVovember  11,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  November  14,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  345.  William  Walker.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Walker  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  10th  August  last  was  read  in  the  words  and^iigures 
following,  to  wit:  • 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esquire,  Register  of  the  United  States'"  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  district  and  territori/ 

aforesaid. 
Sir:  Detroit.  My  22,  1808. 

I  hereby  make  entry  and  claim  the  following  improved  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  river  De- 
troit, near  Brown's  town,  being  twelve  acres  in  front  on  said  river,  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  lower  by  the  improved  lands  of  the.  Wyandot  Indians;  which  said  tract  o'f 
land  I  lay  claim  to  by  virtue  of  a  long  and  uninterrupted  possession,  and  improvements. 

,  .  WILLIAM  WALKER. 

Witnesses  lor  the  claimant, 

Adam  Brown, 
Jacob  Visger. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres,  it  being  twelve  acres  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded 
on  the  upper  side  by  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  lower  side  by  the  improved  lands  of  the  Wyandot 
Indians. 

Whereupon,  Adam  Brown  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  prem- 
ises, and  has  continued  so  to  this  day;  and  that  there  are  thirteen  acres  cultivated  and  under  fence. — Postponed, 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

TvE,sLA.\,  November  15,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  fiujournmentv 

No.  346.  Ignace  Tuot,  Sen.  dit  Duval. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Ignace  Tuot,  Sen. 
dit  Duval,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  by  him  yesterday  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detrpit. 
Sir:  '  HEiRoiTy November  li,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  west  by  Cadit  Siizor,  and  east  by  Isidore  Robert. 
I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

IGNACE  TUOT,  dit  DUVAL,  his  X  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  coMains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  west  by  lands  claimed 
by  Cadit  Suzor,  and  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Isidore  Robert. 

Whereupon.  Joseph  Menac  was  brought  forward  as  a  v^fitness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day;. that  he,  the  deponent,  originally  owned  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  which 
he  had  purchased  from  the  Indians  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  and  that  he  himself  sold  it  for  the 
same  depth  to  one  Nadault,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  'the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  346;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  347.  Isidore  Robert. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Isidore  Robert  lo  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 


416 


PUBLIC   LANDS,  [1807. 


To  the  Register  of  the  Land.Qffice  at  Betroit. 
gjg.  Detroit,  November  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of.the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  about  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred'and  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  ijiTront  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  Baptiste 
Reaumc,  and  west  by  Ignace  Tuot,'  Senior.  1  claim  and  set  tip  title  by  virtue  oi  possession,  occupancy,  and  im- 
provemenls.  ISIDORE  ROBERT,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 
■   This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  about  three  arpents  in  front 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  cast  by 
Baptiste  Reaume,  and  west  by  Ignace  Tuot,  Senior.  .,,,,,■,       ,  •  ,      ,    •       ,  , 

Whei'eupon,  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  l£t  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  dayi  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  present,  when  the  claimant  purchased  the 
premises  from  Isidore  Chene,  lor  about  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  in  depth. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  347;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the, quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  .  ■ 

No.  348.  Baptiste  Reaume. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Baptiste  Reaume  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  sitle  of  river  Raisins,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit:  , 

To  the  Register  of  the  Lmid  Office  at  Detroit. 
gjg.  •  1  Detroit,  November  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisiiis*  containing  three  afpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  Frangois  Robert, 
and  west  by  Isidore  Robert.     I  claim  -and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made 

''^  '"^"  _.  BAPTISTE  REAUME,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  Francois 
Robert,  and  west  by  Isidore  Robert.  •    ^  ,  \r  r.u      >  •        .      ,    \-       ■  t 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  eighteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  until  this  day  without  any  interruption.       .  . 

\nd  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  348;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be.  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  , 

No.  349.  Francois  Robert. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Robert  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  350,  under  the  date  of  November  30,  1805.  ' 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  twenty  arpents  in  front  by  twenty- 
two  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Raisins,  and  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  bj- the  claimant,  east  by  lands 
claimed  by  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  west  by  Jean  Baptiste  Reaume,  Jun. 

Whereupon,  .Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  iii  behalt  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179,6,  the  late  Jean  Baptiste  Suzor  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  after  which  time,  the  claimant  married  the  widow,  and  has  ever  since 
possessed  and  occupied  the  same. — Postponed. 

No.  350.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Francois  Menard,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Frangois  Menard,  deceased,  to  a  tract  otMand,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins, 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  373,  under  the  date 
of  December  4,  1805.  ,     ,       ,  .    ,    .        ,  ■     r         .      . 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Askin,  and 
west  by  lands  claimed  by  AntoineRivard.  ,    ,-  r,      i- 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179G,  the  late  Frangois  Menard,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  heirs  have  possessed  and 
tenanted  the  same.  .    .  ,        ,       ,  .  •  i    •        ,        , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  350;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  antl  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  ' 

No.  351.  Joseph  Morisseau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  pf  Joseph  Mori sseau  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  riviere  aux  Sables;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Lcpid  Office  at  Detroit. 
gij{.  .  '  Detroit,  November  15,   1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  river  Aux  Sables,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded 
north  by  said  river  Aux  Sables,  south  by  the  lands  of  the  river  Raisins  settlements,  east  by  Alexis  Bourdeaux,  and 
west  by  Jean  Baptiste  Solo.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by 
me  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title.  ,  .    ■  ^  > 

JOSEPH  MORISSEAU,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain.  , 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  seventy-five  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth, 
more  or  less,  bounded  north  by  river  Aux  Sables,  south  by  the  lands  of  the  river  Raisins'  settlements,  east  by 
Alexis  Bourdeaux,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Solo. 

Whereupon,  Medard  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Vincent  Mahein  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Pierre  Solo,  sen.,  who  occupied  the  same  until  he  died;  after  which 
time,  his  son  possessed  and  cultivated  the  Same,  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the 
same  to  this  day. 
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The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  follov^tng  deed,  to  wit: 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  cPErie,  ss.  ' 

Par  devant  moy,  George  McDougall,  notai re  public  pour  le  territoire  et  district  cy-dessus,  dfiment  nomme, 
commissionne,  et  sermente,  suivaut  la  loi,  et  temoins  soussignes,  i'ut  present  Pierre  Solo,  residanti  la  riviere  aux 
Raisins,  lequel  a  reconnu  et  confesse,  par  ces  presentes,  avoir  vendu,  quitte,  transporle,  et'delaisee,  des  inainte- 
nant  et  a  toujours,'avec  garantie  de  tons  troubles,  dons,  dettes,  et  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout 
autre  empecliement  general  lenient  quelconque,  (les  droits  des  Etats  Uriis  seulement  exceptes)  au  Sieur  Joseph  Mo- 
risseau,  a  ce  present,  et  acceptant  acquereur  poiirlui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayaht  cause,  uneterre  de  trois  arpents  ae  front 
sur  vingt-cinq  arpents  de  profondeur,  plus  on  moins,  sur  le  rivage  sud  de  la  riviere  aux  Sables,  bornee  au  nord  par 
la  ditte  riviere  aux  Sables,  au  sud  par  les  terres  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  a  I'estpar  Alexis  Bourdeaux,  et  a  I'ouest 
par  J.  B.  Solo,  avec  une  maison,  grange,  &c.;  ai.nsy  que  le  tout  se  conlporte,  se  poursuit,  et  s'etend  de  toutes  parts, 
circonstances,  et  dependances,  tant  en  terre  lajjouree  que  labourable,  et  bois  de  bout,  tel  que  le'tout  se  poursuit  et 
comporte,  dont  le  dit  acquereur  a  dit  bien  savoiret  connoitre  pour  I'avoir  vu  et  visitte,  et  dont  il  est  content,  satis- 
fait,  et  a  pris  possession,  sans  en  rien  retenir  iii  reserver,  de  to«tes  parts,  et  surtout  de  la  part  du  dit  vendeur.  Cette 
vente,  cession,  transporte.  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  le  prix  et  somme  de  deux  cent  cinquante 
piastres,  cours  des  Etats  Unis,  que  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et  a  paye,  conime  suit,  savoir:  cent  vingt-cinq  piastres 
que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  regadu  dit  acquereur  avant  la  possession  des  presentes,  et  les  autres  cent  vinH- 
cinq  piastres  que  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et  s'oblige  de  bailler  et  payer  au  dit  sieur  vendeur,  comme  suit:  soixante- 
deux  piastres  et  deniie  le  ler  jour  de  Novembre  prochain.et  les  autres  soixante-deux  piastres  et  demie  le  lerjour  de 
Novembre  qui  sera  dans  I'annee  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  huit;  lesquels  dits  payements  se  feront  en  grains  ou 
farine,  au  prix  courant,  et  pour  surete  desquelsdi'ts  payements,  la  susditte  terre  presentement  vendiie  demeurera  par 
privilege  special,  attecte.  oblige,  et  hypotheque  envers  le  susdit  vendeur  jusqu'a  I'entier  et  parfait  payenient  sus- 
mentionne;  etau  moyen  de  tout  ce  que  ci-dessus,  le  dit  vendeur  transporte  au  dit  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et 
ayant  cause,  tous  droits  de  propriete  qu'il  pouvoit  avoir  en  ou  sur  la  ditte  terre  presentement  vendiie,  dout  il  se  de- 
saissit  et  demit,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  enjouisse,  lui,  et  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  conime  de  choses  a  lui  ou  eux 
appartenant,  en  pleine  propriete,  pour  en  faire  et  disposer,  comme  bon  leur  semblera,  ainsy  que  les  dittes  parties 
sont  conVeniies  de  bon  foi. 

En  teinoinage  de  quoi,  les  dittes  parties  ont  a  cecy  posees  leurs  signatures,  par  leurs  marques  usitees,  le  signe 
</e /«  croj'a;,  (n'etant  pas  capable  d'^crire)  apres  lecture  faitte,  en  presence  de  temoins  soussignes,  et  moi,  notaire, 
il  la  rivi^r*  aux  Raisins,  I'an  mil  huit  cent  six,  le  6cme  jour  de  Septembre. 

PIERRE  SOLO,  sa  X  marque.     [l.s.I 
JOSEPH  MORISSEAU,sa  X  marque,  [l.s.] 
Signe  et  cachete  en  presence  de 

Laurent  Durocheb, 
Joseph  Loranger. 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL,  Not.  Pub.  T.M.D.E. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to.the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  351;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,,  November  16,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  352.  Whitmore  Knaggs. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Whitmore  Knaggs  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  by  him  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit:' 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit- 

Sift:  Detroit,  November  leth,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  the  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  William  Knaggs,  and  below  by  Antoine  Rivard.  I  claim 
and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  iftiprovements. 

WILLIAM  KNAGGS. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Riisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Knaggs, 
and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Rivard. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  tenanted  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  352;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Lanil  Office  at  Detroit.  ,    \  .  . 

No.  353.  The  heirs  of  Pierre  Solo,  deceased. — The'Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  the 
late  Pierre  Solo,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  in  their 
behalf,  by  Medard  Labadi,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Pierre  Solo,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  four  arpents  in  front, 
more  or  less,  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  b9unded  below  by  lands  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and 
above  by  Alexis  Labadi,  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands.  The  said  heirs  claim  and  set 
up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improveijients  made  by  them  or  those  from  whom  they  derive  title. 

For  the  heirs  of  Pierre  Solo, 

MEDARD  LABADI,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Petei^  Audrain.  • 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  more  or  less,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front, 
more  or  less,  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  uncon- 
ceded lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Alexis  Labadi,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Pierre  Solo,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time^  the  heirs  have  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  353;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  354.  Adam  Brown. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Adam  Brown  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  west  side  of  Brownstown  creekj  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  in  the  District  of  Detroit. 
Sir:  '  •  .  •  ■  .     '      November  15,  1808. 

In  pursuance  of  the  different  actsof  Corigress,.in  this  behalf  made  and  provided,  I  hereby  give  you  notice 
that  I  claim  the  farm  whereon  I  now  live,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  west  side  of  a  creek  commonly  called 
Brownstown  creek,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  being  sixteen. acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in 
deplh,  bounded  in  front  by  said  Brownstown  creek,  in  rear,  due  west,  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  south  side  of  my 
orchard  by  the  Indian  village,  and  on  the  north  by  the  United  States'  lands;  which  said  tract  of  land  I  hold  and 
claim  by  virtue  of  the  uninterrupted  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  of  the  same,  several  year.s  prior  to 
the  1st  July^,  1796. 

ADAM  BROWN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  a  creek  called  Brownstown  creek,  in  rear,  due  west,  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  south  side  of 
ray  orchard  by  the  Indian  village,  and  on  the  north  by  the  United  States'  lands. 

Wliereupon,  William  Walker  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  seven  years  pi-evious  to  the  lat  .July.  1796.  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  has  cultivated  part  of  said  premises  every  year  to  this  day;  that  about  twenty  acres  are 
in  cultivation,  and  that  there  is  on  the  premises  a  flourishing  orchard. —Postponed. 

No.  355.  .^DAM  Brown.  ^-Tlie  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Adam  Brown  to  a  tractof  land, 
situate  near  the  village  of  Brownstown;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  ■ 

To  Peter  Audrain",  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Betrovt,  November  15,  1S08. 

You  will  please  take  notice  that  I  set  up  title,  and  make  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and 
being  in  the  said  district  of  Detroit,  contaihing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Browns- 
town creek,  on  the  east  by  William  Walker,  on  the  south  by  Indian  corn  fields  towards  the  Detroit  river,  and  on 
the  north,  following  the  division  line  of  the  said  William  Walker's  plantation;  which  said  tract  of  land  I  hold  and 
claim  by  virtue  of  the  uninterrupted  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  thereof,  for  several  years  prior  to  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1796.  '■  , 

,  ,  ADAM  BROWN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  is  bounded  west  by  Brownstown  creek, 
east  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Walker,  south  by  Indian  corn  fields  towards  the  river  Detroit,  and  north,  follow- 
ing the  division  line  of  the  said  William  Walker's  plantation. 

Whereupon,  William  Walker  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises;  that  there  is  a  house  and  barn  erected  on  the  said  preniises,  and  also  a  small  orchard;  and  that  the  claimant 
has  cultivated,  or  caused  to  be  cultivated,  part  of  the  said  premises  every  year  to  this  day;  and  that  about  forty  acres 
are  in  cultivation,  or  meadow  land. — Postponed. 

No.  356.  Medard  Labadi.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Medard  Labadi  to  the  right  of  pre- 
ference to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  a  la  Savatte;  and  the  notice  by  him. filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit:        .  '        '  ■'.  ' 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  nOw  enter  with  tlie  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  Jo  a  right  of  pre- 
ference to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  a  la  Savatte,  containing  four  acres  in  front  by  eighteen 
acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  a  la  Savatte,  in  rear  by  lands  of  Medard  Coutiere,  east  by  Baptiste 
Bourdeau,  and  west  by  Joseph  Tuot,  Jun.  dit  Duval.     1  claim  by  virtue  of  possession  and  improvements. 

MEDARD  LABADI,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  seventy-two  acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  front  by  eighteen  acres  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  riviere  a  la  Savatte,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Medard  Couture,  east  by  lands  claimed  by 
Baptiste  Bourdeau,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Tuot,  Jun.  dit  Duval. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  month  of  March,  1804,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  .         .         '  . 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  the 
above  described  tractof  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  356;  and  that  he 
return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  public  moneys  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

■    ,  ,      ■         •  Friday,  November  18,  I80S. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjourmlient. 

No.  357.  Antoine  Lassblle,  Jun. — The  Board  toolc  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Lasselle,  Jun.  as 
grantee  of  Alexander  Bouvie,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  a  Dulu;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  v/as 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
.Sir:  Detroit,  November  18,  1806. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim,  as  grantee  of 
Alexander  Bouvie,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  river^  Dulu,  in  the  district  of  St.  Clair,  containing  sixteen  ar- 
pents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  froiit  by  said  river  'k  Dulu,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by 
Fran5ois  Bonhomme,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  United  States'  lands.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  'by  virtue  of  pos- 
session, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Jun. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  ii  Dulu,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Francjois  Bon- 
homme, and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Pouier  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  seven  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Alexander  Bouvie  was  in  possession  and  occupan-' 
cy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this 
day;  there  are  about  six  arpents  in  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
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Territoihe  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Parilcvaiit  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Alexander  Bouvie,  de  la  riviere  k  Dulu,  dans  le  district  de  St. 
Clair,  lequel  reconnoit  par  ces  presentes  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours, 
,ivec  garaiitie  detoutes  dettes,  liypotlieques,  dons,  douaires,  evictions,  alienation,  substitution,  et  de  tout  trouble  et 
einpecliementgetierallement  quelconque,  (exceple  dela  partdu  Gouvernement  des  Etats  Unis  do  I'Ainerique,)  k 
Antoine  Lasselle,  Jun.  a  ce  present  ucceptaut  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  iioirs,  et  ayant  cause  ;i  I'avenir,  une  terre 
ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  a  la  riviere  a  JJulu,  dans  le  district  de  St.  Clair,et  territoire  de  Michigan,  cbnsistant  en 
seize  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  a  Dulu,  et  par  derriere  par 
des  terres  non  concedees,  d'un  cote  par  la  terre  de  Francois  Bonhomme,  et  de  I'autre  cute  par  la  terre  des  Etats 
Unis,ainsy  que  le  tout  se  poursuit,  se  comporte,  et  s'etend  de  toutes  parts, circonstances,  et  dependances,  quele  dit 
acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  il  dit  etre  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaisseinent,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  le  prix  etsommede  centcinquante 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  Voik,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  re^u  comptantdu  dit  acquereur  lors  etavant 
la  passation  des  presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres.    Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit  ven- 


deur a  de^ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  acquereur,ses  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir, 
touS  ettels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre 
susvendiie,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra 

»„  . — ...  ,!„„  „„/„„„*,„      t^„.•.^  _^ j:  ...   r.„...„:*  i„  ir,.-. —  :yy,.  jg  mojs  de  Novembre,  1808;  et  le  dit  vendeu; 

cede  temoins. 
ALEXANDRE  BOUViE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 


en  verli)  des  presentes.    Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  17eme  jour  de  mojs  de  Novembre,  1808;  et  le  dit  vendeur  a 
signe  ou  fait  sa  marque,  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte,  en  pl-esencede  temoins. 


Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Ph.  Lecuyer,  ' 
Peter  Addpain. 

Territory  OF  MicHiaAn,  Dis(ricl  of  Detroit:  .  ■ 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  District  of 
Detroit,  Alexander  Bouvie,  the  above  grantor,  and  acknowledged  that  he  had  of  his  own  free  will  executed  the  fore- 
going instrument  of  writing,  sealed  and  delivered  the  same  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that  as  such  it 
may  be  recorded.  ' 

In  testimony  whei-eof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  17th  day  of  I^ovembei',  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  357;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  358.  Meldrum  and  Park. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  river.  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  yesterday  yvas  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  i  .  Detroit,  November  17,  1808. 

Takenoticethat  wenow  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  ten  acres  in  front  by  thirty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
the  said  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  below  by  a 
tree  marked  M.  P.  K,  "VVe  claim  by  virtue  of  a  long,  uninterrupted  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made 
by  us. 

For  Meldrum  aiid  Park, 

GE;0RGE  MELDRUM. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  acres,  it  being  ten  acres  in  front  by  thirty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  the  claimants,  and  below  by  a  tree  marked 
M.  P.  K. 

Whereupon,  Henry  Saunders  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  that  from  that  time  to  this  day  they  have  cultivated  the  same  by  their  tenants;  above  fifty  acres  are 
enclosed.  . 

Peter  Curry,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  above  testimony  of  Henry  Saunders  is 
correct. 

And  thereupop  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  laud,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  358;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit- 

The  Board  reconsideied  the  claim  of  Peter  Curry,  which  was  postponed  on  the  7th  November  instant. 

Whereupon,  John  Siiaw  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  in  tlie  year  1801,  Joseph  Rigby  was  living  on  the  premises,  but  doth  not  know  whether  it  was 
as  a  tenant  to  the  claimant;  that,  after  Rigby  left  the  premises,  Joseph  Weaver  took  possession,  and  lived  on  the  same 
as  a  tenant  of  the  claimant;  after  Weaver,  Alexander  Woillet  lived  on  the  premises,  and  continued  on  the  same 
until  last  fall.— Postponed. 

No.  359.  Dominique  Drouyard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the -claim  of  Dominique  Drouyard  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  wa.s  entered  with  the  foi-mer  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  De- 
troit, in  vol.  1,  page  370,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  huncfted  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  Aux  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Etienne  JLaviolette, 
and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Lionard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  359;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained^  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  360.  Francois  Lionard.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Lionard  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol. 
1,  page  271,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  arpents,  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  fiont  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  Auk  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Andre  Jourdain,  and  west  by 
lands  claimed  by  Prospect  Thibault. 

"Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouyard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said.,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  tne  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  tlie  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  abo%'e  described  tract  o 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  sliall  be  No.  360;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  3C1.  Jean  Batiste'  Roe. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  J^an  Batiste  Roe  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  Qtter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  commissioners,  in  vol  1,  page  275.  under  the  date  of  29th 
November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in 
front  by  torty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  tear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by 
Joseph  St.  Bernard,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  Prudhomme. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Lionard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  vifas  in  possession  and  occupancy  ol 
the  premises,  and  has.continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  36l,  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  362.  The  legal  heirs  of  Etienne  Laviolette,  deceased.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
the  legal  heirs  of  Etienne  Laviolette,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  281,  by  Catherine  Susor,  under  the  date  of 
29th  November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  seventy-five  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by 
twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Ottercreek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Etienne 
Robidou,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Dominique  Drouyard.  ' 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouyard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  fhat,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  late  Etienne  Laviolette  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children  have  occu- 
pied the  same.  .    .  .. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  362;  and  that  they  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  .     .    v- 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to"  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

•  SATURDAY,  November  1'9,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  jto  adjournment.  '      ' 

No-  363.  Jean  Baptiste  Taillon. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Taillon  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  river  aux  Loutres,  which  was  entered  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselie  with  the  former  Commissioners 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  242,  under  the  date  of  the  27th  of  November,  1805.  This  tract  con- 
tains; by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  and  tvventy  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty  in  depth: 
bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  riva."  Aux  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Ganier,  and 
west  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  St.  Bernard. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouyard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  dulv 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  began  to  possess," occupy,  and  cultivate,  the  premises  in  the  year  1794, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  .... 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  363;  and  that  he  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  together  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  364.  Louis  MoNMiNi.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Monmini  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  Otter  creek,  wliich  was  entered  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselie  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  241,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  by  about  forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  Otter 
creek,  and  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  on  one  side  by  Jean  Monmini,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Francois  Monmini. 
Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouyard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in-behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  .possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  ... 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  tiiat  the  claimant  is  entitlfed  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  tiiereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  364j  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  365.  Aimable  Bellair. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Aimable  Bellair  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1. 
page  278,  -.inder  the  date  of  28th  of  November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  two  hundred  and 
forty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  and  in  rear  by 
river  aux  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Lapoint,  and  west  by  the  highway. 

Whereupon.  Dominique  Drouyard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  tlie  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said, that,  previous  to  the  1st  ofjuly,  1796,  Colonel  John  Anderson  possessed  and  tenanted  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  since  that  time 
to  tbis  day.  ,    [  ,       ,       ,  •  ... 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  365;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  '  ,  '.         '     .. 

No.  366.  Jean  Duseau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Duseau  to  a  tract  pf  land,  situate 
on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page 
276,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805.  This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  arpents,  being 
twenty-five  arpents  in  depth  by  four  in  front,  bounded  front  by  Otter  creek,  and  in  rear  by  the  farms  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Plaisance,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Batiste  Dubreuil,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Nicholas  Drouillard. 
Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant^  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Charles  Drouillard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Joseph  Chattebraux,  from  whoin  the  claimant  purchased  about 
eight  years  ago,  and  has  since  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  be  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  366;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  '  " 

No.  367.  The  legal  heirs  of  Nicholas  Drouillard,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  legal  heirs  of  Nicholas  Drouillard,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  Otter  creek:  and  the  notice  filed  was 
read  in  tlie  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  November  19,  1808. 
Sir: 

Take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  Otter  creek,  containing  four 
arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  creek,  in  rear  by  lands  of  Plaisance  settlement, 
east  by  lands  of  Jean  Duseau,  and  west  by  lands  of  Ignace  Tuot,  Jiin.  dit  Duval.  We  claim  title  by  virtue  of 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from  Vvhoni  we  derive  title. 

PETER  AUDRAIN, 

For  the  fieirs  of  Nicholas  Drouillard. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  aipents,  it  being  about  four  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five 
in  deplh,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  the  lands  of  Plaisance  settlement,  east  by  lands  claimed  by 
Jean  Duseau.  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Ignace  Tuot,  Jun.  dit  Duval. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  nf  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said, that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Antolne  Guy  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  it,  aboutten  years  ago,  to  the  late  Nicholas  Drouillard,  deceased,  who  pos- 
sessed and  occupied  the  same  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children  have  occupied  the  same  to 
this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  367;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returneil  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  OflSce  at  Detroit. 

No.  368.  The  legal  heirs  of  Ignace  Tuot,  Jun.  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
legal'heirs  of  the  late  Ignace  Tuot,  Jun.  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  277,  under  the  date  of  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Claude  Couture,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Nicholas  Drouillard.  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Drouillard. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  late  Ignace  Tuot,  Jun.  deceased,  was  in  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  vvidow  and  children  have 
occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  368;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  369.  Joseph  Monmini. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Monmini  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1, 
page  374,  under  the  date  of  the  4th  of  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Medard  Couture,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques 
Ganier,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Chatelreaux. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Francois  Billet  possessed  and  cultivated  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Pierre  Montour,  who  sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Lefevre,  who  made  a  present  to  the 
claimant,  who  has  cultivated  the  same  these  six  years;  a  house  is  built,  and  twenty-four  arpents  are  in  cultivation 
and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  369;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  370.  Joseph  Chatelreaux. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Chatelreaux  to  a  tract.of 
land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  foin>er  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  1,  page  284,  under  the  date  of  the  29th  of  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  the  lands  of  Plaisance  settlement,  east  by  lands  claimed  by- 
Joseph  Monmini;  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Louis  Bellair. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Francois  Billet  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Pierre  Montour,  who  sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Lefevre,  who  made  a 
present  of  the  same  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  the  same  these  five  or  six  years;  has  built  a  house,  barn,  and 
stables,  with  about  twenty-four  arpents  in  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  370;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  371.  Jean  Louis  Bellair. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Louis  Bellair  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  vol.  1,  page  285,  under  the  date  of  the  S9th  of  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  and  in  rear  by  the  lands  of  the  settlement  of  Plaisance,  east  by  lands  claimed  by 
Joseph  Chatelreaux,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Batiste  Couture. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July.  1796,  Francois  Billet  possessed  and  cultivated  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  twelve  years  ago,  who  has  ever  since  to  this  day  occupied  the  same; 
has  built  a  house  and  barn,  and  has  planted  an  orchard  bearing  apples  and  peaches. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  comoiissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  371;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  372.  Etienne  Robidou. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Etienne  Robidou  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  Otter  creek;  and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  18,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  about  twenty  five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Valiquet,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by 
54  p 
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Antoine  Lafontaine.    I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  inoprovements  made  by  me 
since  the  year  1794. 

For  Etienne  Robidou, 

DOMINIQUE  DROUILLARD. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  one  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  about  twenty-five 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Valiquet, 
and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Lafontaine. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  179G,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  cultivated  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  372;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  373.  Ignace  Moras. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Ignace  Moras  to  two  tracts  of  land, 
(now  united  into  one  farm)  situate  on  the  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  19,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  two  tracts 
of  land,  (now  united  into  one  farm,)  situate  on  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  together,  eight  and  a  half 
arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  above  by  the  lands  of  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  Alexis  Peltier,  deceased,  and  belo\y  by  lake  St.  Clair.  The  first  tract  I  purchased  (as  per  deed 
herewith)  from  Louis  Baudin,  and  the  other  from  Pierre  GoUin,  entered  by  said  Goiiin  with  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  305,  under  the  date  of  the  5th  of  February,  1805.  I  claim  and 
set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

IGNACE  MORAS,  his  x  mark. 

"Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  eight  and  a  half  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth 

to  lake  St.  Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  the  widow 
and  heirs  of  the  late  Alexis  Peltier,  deceased,  and  below  by  lake  St-  Clair.  This  farm  is  not  to  exceed,  in  the 
whole,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Robertjean  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July.  1796,  Michael  Comparet  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
first  tract,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Bodin,  who  occupied  the  same  until  he  sold  to  the  claim- 
ant, who  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day;  that,  with  respect  to  the  second  tract,  previous  to  the 
1st  of  July,  1796,  Seraphin  Loson  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold 
to  Jean  IJaptiste  Bodin,  who  sold  to  Pierre  Goiiin,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  occupied  the 
same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Micuigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  le  sieur  Pierre  Goiiin,  du  district  du  Detroit,  lequel  reconnoit 
avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  raaintenant  et  a  toujours,  avecgarantie  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires, 
hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  etde  tout  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  (excepte  de  la  part  du  Gou- 
vernement  des  Etats  Unis  de  I'Amerique)  au  sieur  Ignace  Moras,  aussi  du  district  du  Detroit,  a  ce  present  accep- 
tant  acquereur  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  k  la  riviere  aux 
Hurons,  dans  ie  district  de  Huron,  et  territoire  de  Miclii^an,  contenante  a  peu  pres  de  huit  a  dix  arpents  de  front, 
et  s'etendant  en  profondeur  jusqu'au  lac  St.  Clair,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  aux  Hurons,  et  par  derriere 
par  le  lac  St.  Clair,  en  haut  par  une  terre  de  I'acquereur,  eten  bas  par  le  lac  St.  Clair,  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre 
se  poursuit  et  comporte  et  s'etend  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  ensemble  les  biitiments  suscon- 
truits,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  conuoitre,  et  dont  il  dit  etre  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  le  prix  et  somme  de  cent  quarante- 
cinq  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  re^u  comptant  lors  et  avant  la  passa- 
tion  des  presentes  du  dit  acquereur,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  tie  quoy,  le  dit  Pierre  Goiiin  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  Ignace 
Moras,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres 
droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte,  terre  ou  plantation,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  suit  mis  en  bonne  posses- 
sion et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  douzieme  jour  du  mois  de  Septembre,  1808;  et  le  dit  Pierre  Goiiin  a  signe  et 
scelle  en  presence  de  temoin,  apres  que  lecture  lui  a  ete  faitte  des  presentes. 

^  PIERRE  GOUIN.  [l.  s.] 

Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Jos.  Watson. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
Peter  Goiiin,  the  above  grantor,  who  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the 
purposes  therein  contained.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  13th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,/.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  373;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  374.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Alexis  Peltier,  deccised. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
the  widow  and  heirs  of  Alexis  Peltier,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  on 
the  11th  July  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit, /m/j/  U,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim,  for  myself  and 
children,  to  atract  ofland,  situate  onfriver  Huron,  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  tliree  arpents  in  front  by  aboutitwentjr- 
five  or  thirty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  on  one  side  by  Joseph 
Robertjean,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Ignace  Moras.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  by  tne  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

WIDOW  AND  HEIRS  OF  ALEXIS  PELTIER,  rfeceaserf,  x. 
Witness,  Ignace  Moras,  his  x  mark.. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  ninety  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  about  thirty  in  depth, 
hounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  lake  St.  Clair,  west  by  lands  ciaimt'd  by  Joseph  Robertjean,  and  easi 
by  lands  claimed  by  Ignace  Moras. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Robertjean  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  .behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  ist  July,  1796,  the  late  Alexis  Peltier,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children  have  occupied 
the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  374;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the.forenoon. 

Monday,  ^Vouemfier  21.  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  375.  Jean-  B.  La  Pointe.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  B.  La  Pointe  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  in 
vol.  2,  page  51,  under  the.date  of  25th  January,  1806. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  Creek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Amable  Bel- 
lair,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Prospect  Thibault  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Francois  Berard,  who  sold  to  Jean  Monmini,  wlio  sold  to 
Amable  Bellair.  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  these  iive  years 
past;   that  there  are  about  thirty-six  arpents  in  cultivation  and  under  fence, 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  375;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  376.  Francois  VAiiquET- — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Valiquet,  as  grantee 
(if  Antoine  Guy,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  by  said  Antoine  Guy  with  the  former 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  283,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  aus  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Prospect  Thibault,  and  west 
ty  lands  claimed  by  Etienne  Robidou. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  twelve  years  ago,  the  said  tract  was  cultivated  by  Pierre  Foucreau,  dit  Misac,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Antoine  Guy,  who  possessed  the  same  until  the  4th  April,  1806,  when  he  sold  to  the 
claimant,  who  has  occupied  the  same  to  this  day;  that  about  sixty  Parpents  are  in  cultivation  and  under  fence;  also, 
a  dwelling-house,  barn,  stables,  &c. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Territotre  de  Michigan,  District  d'Erie,  ss. 

Par  devant  moy,  George  McDougall,  notaire  public  pour  le  district  cy-dessus,  diiment  commissionne  et  ser- 
mente  selon  la  loi,ettemoins  soussignes,fut  present  Antoine  Guy,  habitantde  la  riviere  aux  Loutres,  dans  le  dit  dis- 
trict Erie,  lequel  a  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transports,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant 
eta  toujours,  au  SieurFran^ois  Valicjuet  touset  tels  droits  qu'il  a  ou  pent  avoir  sur  une  terre  sise  et  situee  a  la  riviere 


aux  Loutres,  de  quatre  arpents  de  front  sur  vingt-cinq  de  profondeur,  plus  au  moins,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte 
riviere  aux  Loutres,  et  par  derriere  par  la  riviere,  aux  Vases,  ii  Test  par  la  terre  de  Prospect  Thibeault,  et  a  I'ouest 
par  celle  d'Etienne  Robidou;  avec  les  batiments,  clotures,  &c.  susconstruit.  En  consideration  qu'il  me  permit  de 
recolteslasenience  que  j'y  ai  fait  dessus,  ayant  vendu  la  ditte  terre  a  Pierre  Foucreau,  qui  'la  vendu  ce  jour  au  dit 
"  -  IT  1        ,      ,  11  u  1  ^         .    ^  ,     £j^jg  Ujjjg  jg  prefer 

e  passe.    Riviere  aux 


Francois  Valiquet.    Je  prie  les  honorables  commissioners  nomme  par  le  Gouvernement  des  Etats  Unis^de  prefer 
attentions  a  ceci,  comme  c'est  la  meme  terre  que  j'ai  entree  au  Bureau  des  Terres  I'automne 


Raisins,  le  U  Avril,  1 

ANTOINE  GUY,  sa  X  marque. 

Francois  Navarre. 
Geo.  McDougall,  N.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  tUe  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  376;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  377.  Andre  Jourdain.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Andre  Jourdain  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1, 
page  273,  under  the  date  of  the  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents;  it  is  situate  on  the  southerly  side  of  river  aux  Loutres,  begin- 
ning at  the  mouth  thereof^going  up  said  creek  until  it  intersects  the  farm  of  Francois  Lionard,  following  his  division 
line  in  a  southerly  direction  until  it  strikes  river  aux  Vases,  going  down  said  riverj  aux  Vases  until  it  empties  into 
lake  Erie,  and  from  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Otter  creek,  the  place  of  departure;  bounded  west  by  lands  claimed  by 
Francois  Lionard,  and  east  by  lake  Erie. 

Whereiipon,  Frangois  Lionard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Alexander  Woillet  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Joseph  Guy,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has 
possessed  and  occupied  the  same  ever  since  to  this  day;  that  there  are  thirty  or  forty  arpents  in  cultivation  and 
under  fence,  a  dwelling-house,  a  barn,  and  out-houses,  &c.    This  farm  is  not  to  exceed  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to- the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  377;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  378.  Jacques  Prudhomme.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Prudhomme  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  by  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  in  his  behalf,  with  the  former 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  vol.  1,  page  122,  under  the' date  of  19th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  about 
eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Fran- 
cois Soudriette,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Monmini. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Francois  Monmini  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jacques  Lasselle.  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased  about 
six  years  ago,  and  has  occupied  the  same  ever  since  to  this  day;  that  about  forty-five  arpents  are  in  cultivation,  with 
a  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  stables. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  tliat  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof",  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  378;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  379.  Joseph  Louis  Tremblk. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Louis  Tremble  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: . 

Totlie  Regisler  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sib: 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  districtof  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  lake,  ami  in  rear  by  unlocated  lauds,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles 
Goiiin.  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Litle.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and 
valuable  improvements  made  thereon  by  me  previous  to  the  year  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

JOSEPH  LOUIS  TREMBLE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafoy. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  ii-ont  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  nnlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Goiiin. 
and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Litle. 

AVhereupon,  Francois  Chartier  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  379;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  380.  Francois  Valiquet. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Frantjois  Valiquet,  as  grantee 
of  Amable  Beliair,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of 
the  I^and  Office  at  Detroit,  by  said  Amable  Beliair,  in  vol.  -2,  page  71,  under  the  date  of  25th  January,  1806. 

■['his  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  tv/enty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of 
Jacques  Ganier,  deceased,  and  on  the  other  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  and  Frangois  Lasselle. 

AVhereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Bodin  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Francois  Soudriette,  who  sold  to  Amable  Beliair,  from  whom  the 
claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  occupied  the  same  to  this  day.  Nine  or  ten  arpents  are  in  cultivation  and  enclosed. 
— Postponed. 

No.  381.  Jacques  a?;d  Fraxcois  Lasselle.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Fran- 
cois Lasselle  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  123,  under  the  date  of  19th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  and  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Domi- 
nique Drouillard,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Soudriette. 

Whereupon,  D(nninique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Medard  Couture  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Pierre  Robidou,  who  sold  to  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  who  sold  to  Etienne 
Rdbidnu,  who  sold  to  Baptiste  Couture,  from  whom  the  claimants  have  purchased,  and  have  possessed  and  tenanted 
the  same  to  this  day.    Thirty  arpents  are  in  cultivation  and  enclosed,  with  a  dvvelling-house,  and  out-houses. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  381;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  383.  Jacques  and  Fraxcois  Lasselle,  admimstratoks  of  Joseph  Hyrague,  deceased. — The  Board  took 
into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  as  administrators  of  the  late  Joseph  Hyrague,  deceased, 
to  three  tracts  of  land,  (now  united  into  one  farm,)  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  12-3,  under  the  date  of  19th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  four  hundred  arpents,  it  being  ten  arpents  in  (i-ont  by  about  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Charles  Drouillard, 
and  west  by  unlocated  lantls. 

Wheieupnn,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  fm-ward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Paul  Campeau,  Joseph  Drouillard,  and  Francois 
Campeau  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  each  one  tract  to 
Joseph  Hyrague,  deceased,  who  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  claimants,  as 
administrators,  have  tenanted  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  legal  heirs  of  the  said  Joseph  Hyrague.— Postponed. 

No.  383.  Jean  Baptiste  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Lasselle  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  92,  under  the  date  of  16th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  about 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis 
Mqiimini,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Monmini. 

Whereupon,  Dominique  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Baptiste  Drouillard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Monmini,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has 
possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day;  about  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed.  The  claimant  has 
been  in  possession  about  eight  years. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  3S3;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  384.  The  legal  heirs  of  Jacques  Ganier,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
legal  heirs  of  Jacques  Ganier,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek;  and  the  notice  tiled  by  Andre 
Jourdain,  in  their  behalf  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gjR.  Detroit,  Noveinber  21,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  offheLandOfBceat  Detroit  the  claim  of  the  legal  heirs 
of  the  late  Jacques  Ganier,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  containing  about  nine  arpents  in  front 
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by  about  sixty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  and  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  east  by  Francois  Va- 
liquet,  and  west  by  Jean  Batiste  Taillon.  They  olaim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  'made 
bv  the  late  Jacques  Ganier. 

ANDRE  JOURDAIN,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  five  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  about  nine  arpents  in  front  by 
about  sixty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  and  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by 
Francois  Valiquet.  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Batiste  Taillon. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Valiquet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Joseph  Ganier,  deceased,  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  his  widow  and  children  have 
occupied  the  same  to  this  day;  a  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  out-houses  are  erected  on  the  premises,  and  more  than 
thirty  arpents  are  in  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  384;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  23,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  385.  Louis  Tremble,  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Tremble  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  21st  November  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  21,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  river  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  and  three 
perches  in  front  by  eighty  \n  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by 
lands  of  Thomas  Tremble,  and  southwest  by  lands  of  Joseph  Lionard  Tremble.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  posses- 
sion, occupancy,  and  very  valuable  improvements,  such  as  horse  mill,  water  mills,  dwelling-houses,  barns,  stables, 
&c.  made  thereon  by  me  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

LOUIS  TREMBLE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafoy. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  and  three  perches  in 
front  by  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands 
claimed  by  Thomas  Tremble,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Lionard  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  Michael  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  possessed  the  premises  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  still  doth  occupy  the 
same:  two  dwelling-houses,  a  grist  and  saw  mill  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  385;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  aind  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  386.  Joseph  Lionard  Tremble.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Lionard  Trem- 
ble to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  filed  by  him  the  21st  November 
instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  iVot^emfter  21,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
river  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  Louis  Tremble,  and  south- 
west by  Robert  Marsac.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  very  valuable  improvements  made  by 
me  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

JOSEPH  LIONARD  TREMBLE,  his  xmark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafot. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis 
Tremble,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Robert  Marsac. 

Whereupon,  Michael  Yax  was  brought  torward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  these  thirty -five  years  at 
least,  and  still  occupies  the  same:  a  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  stables  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  3S6;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  containecl,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  387.  Michael  Yax.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Michael  Yax  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  23,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
river  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  eighty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Jo- 
seph Laderoute,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Chene.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  oc- 
cupancy, and  valuable  improvements  made  thereon  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

MICHAEL  YAX,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafoy. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  nortiieast  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Lade- 
route, and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Chene. 

■\Vhereupon,  Joseph  Lionard  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bemg 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  more  than 
twenty-six  years  ago,  and  still  occupies  the  same.    A  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  stables  are  erected  thereon. 
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And  thereupon  it  dotli  appear  to  the  commissioners  timt  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  387;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  lajid  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  388.  Thomas  Tremble. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Thomas  Tremble  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  hijn  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  23,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being 
on  the  river  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by 
eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimecl 
by  Collet  Campeau,and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Tremble.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancy,  and  valuable  improvements  made  thereon  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

THOMAS  TREMBLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Collet  Carapeau, 
.ind  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Tremble. 

"Whereupon, "Michael  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Tremble,  senior,  was  in  possession,  and  tenanted 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  his  son,  who  has  occupied  the  same  to  this  day.  A 
dwelling-house,  a  barn,  and  stables  are  erected  thereon,  and  thirty  arpents  are  in  cultivation  and  encloseti. 

Theclaimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Louis  Tremble,  habitant,  denieurant  dans  la  ditte  district 
du  Detroit,  lequel  a  reconnu  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maint{5nant  et  a  toujours,  promet  ga- 
rantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  empechement  gene- 
railement  quelconque,  a.  Thomas  Tremble,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a 
I'avenir,  une  terre  sise  et  situee  dans  le  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  contenante  cent  soixante 
arpents,  savoir:  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  quatre-vingt  de  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  et 
par  derriere  par  des  terres  non  concedees,au  nord-est  par  la  terre  de  Colet  Campeau,  et  au  sud-ouest  par  la  terre  de 
moy,  Louis  Tremble,  ensemble  la  maison,  et  autres  batiments  susconstruits,  circonstances,  et  dependances  que  le 
dit  Thomas  Tremble  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  quatre  vingts 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vend(;ur  reconnoit  avoir  regu  du  dit  Thomas  Tremble  avant  la  passation  de 
pounds,  presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  ce  que  dessus  le  dit  Louis  Tremble  a  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  Thomas 
Tremble,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres 
droits  qu'il  a  et  pent  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  ou  emplacement,  maison,  et  autres  batiments  susconstruits,  s'en  de- 
mettantet  devetissant  a  son  profit,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et 
ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  SOeme  jour  du  mois  de  Novembre,  en  Pan  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  huit;  et 
le  dit  Louis  Tremble  a  signe  et  scelle,  en  presence  de  temoins,  apres  lecture  faitte  des  presentes. 

LOUIS  TREMBLE,  sa  x  marque,   [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de  Lambert  Lafoy, 

James  Abbott. 

Michigan  Territory,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  District  Court  of  Huron  and  Detroit, 
Louis  Tremble,  the  within  grantor,  and  acknowledged  the  within  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  to  be  his  free  and  volun- 
tary act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained;  that  the  same  has  been  read  to  him,  and  therewith  is  perfectly 
satisfied;  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at 
Detroit,  the  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1808. 

JAMESABBOTT,  [l.  s.] 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Huron  and  Detroit. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  desciibed  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  388;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  389.  Joseph  Louis  Tremble. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Louis  Tremble  to  a 
tractof  land,  situate  on  Tremble's  creek;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  21st  November  instant  was  read  in  the  words 
^nd  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir: 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  ot  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tractof 
land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  a 
creek  commonly  called  TremblPs  creek,  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  creek, 
and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northwest  or  upper  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Marsac,  and  south- 
east or  lower  side  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made 
thereon  in  the  year  1788,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

JOSEPH  LOUIS  TREMBLE,  his  x  niark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafoy. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  creek,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Marsac, 
and  southeast  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Michael  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  Joseph  Lionard  Tremble,  godfather  to  the  claimant,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  many 
years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  continued  so  until  he  made  a  present  of  it  to  his  godson,  the  claimant,  who 
has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  these  ten  years.  The  said  Joseph  Lionard  Tremble,  being  present,  was 
sworn,  and  said  that  he  really  had  made  a  present  of  it  to  the  claimant;  and  that  he  relinquishes  all  right,  title, 
interest,  claim,  and  demand  to  the  claimant.    There  are  about  thirty  arpents  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  389;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  390.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Antoinb  Moras,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Antoine  Moras,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  near  the  river  Detroit;  and 
the  notice  filed  by  Ignace  Moras  in  their  behalf  on  the  11th  July  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroil. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  11,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  OflSce  at  Detroit  my  claim,  for  myself  and 
my  children,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit,  back  to  the  farm  on  which  I  live,  containing  three  arpents  in 
front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  my  own  farm,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side 
by  lands  claimed  by  Paul  Malcher,  and  on  the  other  side  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

MARIANNE  MORAS,  her  x  mark, 
Widow  of  Antoine  Moras,  deceased. 
Witness,  Antoine  Moras,  his  x  mark. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  farm  of  the  claimants,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed 
by  Paul  Malcher.  and  on  the  other  side  by  unconceded  lands. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Landroche  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Antoine  Mttras,  deceased,  was  in  possession, 
and  cultivated  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children  have  pos- 
sessed and  cultivated  the  same.    A  house  is  erected  thereon,  and  about  twelve  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  390;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  391.  Charles  Gouin,  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Charles  Goiiin  tu  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  3d  September  last  w.as  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  ^ 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  September  3,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commission  ers  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake 
St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Rene  Marsac,  and  below  by  Joseph  Tremble.  I  claim  and  set 
up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

CHARLES  GOUIN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Rene 
Marsac,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Lionard  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Charles  Morin  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children,  being  of 
age,  sold  to  Isidore  Morin,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this 
day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deedj  to  wit; 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  ss. 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Isidore  Morin,  du  district  du  Detroit,  lequel  tant  en  son  nom 
qu'au  noms  de  ses  freres  et  sa  soeur,  qui  Font  autorise  a  cet  effet,  a  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir 
vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  tout  troubles,  dons,  douaires, 
hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  substitutions,  et  de  toutempechement  generallement  quelconque,  excepte  de  la 
part  des  Etats  Unis,  et  de  la  part  de  la  famille  Benoit,  a  Charles  Gouin,  habitant,  demeurant  a  la  cote  du  nord-est 
dans  le  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  a  ce  present  acceptant  acqnereur,  pourlui,  seshoirs,etayant  cause  ii  I'avenir,  une 
certaine  ferine,  ou  plantation,  sise  et  situee  dans  le  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistante 
en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeui',  bornee  en  haut  par  Rene  Marsac,  et  en  bas  par  Joseph  Trem- 
ble, laquelle  ferme,  ou  plantation,  le  dit  Isidore  Morin  avait  achetee  de  Nicholas  Patenaude  et  de  Marie  Josette,  son 
epouse,  par  contrat  passe  au  Detroit,  le  22  Octobre,  1803,  et  enregistre  au  greffe  du  Detroit,  dans  le  livre  No.  2, 
page  68. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  trente  pounds,  cours 
de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  re^u  comptant  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  presentes, 
dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres,  et  aussi  aux  clauses  et  conditions  que  le  dit  Charles  Gouin 
remplira  enyers  le  dit  Patenaude,  pendant  la  vie  naturelle  de  son  epouse,  Marie  Josette,  I'obligation  que  le  dit 
Isidore  Morin  a  contracte  par  le  dit  contrat  mentionne  cy-dessus,  c'est  a  dire  de  leur  payer  chaque  annee  vingt 
minots  de  grains  que  aura  ete  seme  sur  la  ditte  terre. 

Au  moyen  de  ce  le  dit  Isidore  Morin  a  de  ce  moment  transporte  au  dit  Charles  Gouin,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause 
a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete  qu'il  a  et  a  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit 
mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  19eme  Mars,  1807,  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte,  en  presence 
de  temoins. 

ISIDORE  MORIN,  [l.  s.] 
CHARLES  GOUIN.  [l.  s.] 

En  presence  de 

Peter  Audrain,  J.  P.  D.  D. 
John  Gentle. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  391;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  392.  Robert  Marsac. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Robert  Marsac  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  vf  ords  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  23,  I8O8. 

Please  take  notice' that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  disti'ict  of  Detroit,  situate,  lyingj  and  being  on 
the  river  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  of  Lionard  Tremble, 
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and  southwest  by  lands  of  Jacques  Marsac.    I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements 
made  by  me  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ROBERT  MARSAC,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafoy. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Lionard  Trem- 
ble, and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  Maisac. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Lionard  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn, deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Francois  Marsac  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  su  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 
About  thirty-two  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  which  is  written  on  the  back  of  the  above 
notice,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Frangois  Marsac,  of  Detroit,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Robert  Marsac  at  and  before  the  sealing 
of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  assigned  and  made  oyer  to  the  said  Robert 
Marsac,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  all  my  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  and  demand,  of  and  to  the  witliin  mentioned  lands, 
to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  Robert  Marsac,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  Francois  Marsac,  for 
myself,  my  heirs  and  assigns,  forever  quitclaim  to  the  within  mentioned  lands,  and  every  part  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1808. 

FRANCOIS  MARSAC.  [l.  s.] 
Witnesses,  Lambert  Lafoy, 
James  Abbott. 

Acknowledged  before  me,  PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  (hereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  392;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  393.  Jean  Baptiste  Chovix. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Chovintoa 
tract  of  land,  situate  at  Gross  Point;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  30th  August  last  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  August  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  Gross  Point,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side,  northeast,  by  Francois  Forton,  and  on  the  other 
side  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  William  Forsyth.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  ot  possession,  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

^  '  JEAN  BAPTISTE  CHOVIN,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  b;^  one  hundred  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois 
Forton,  and  on  the  other  by  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  William  Forsyth,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  Michael  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,jthat,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Antoine  Billou,  dit  I'Esperance,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes,  residant  au  Detroit,  dans  le  territoire  de  Michigan,  fiit  present  Antoine  Bil- 
lou, dit  I'Esperance,  d'une  pait,  et  Jean  Batiste  Chovin,  d'autrepart;  lesquelsont  fait  les  echanges  et  permutations 
suivantes,  savoir:  que  le  dit  Antoine  Billou,  dit  I'Esperance,  cede  et  abandonne  au  dit  Jean  Batiste  Chovin  une 
ferme  ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  a  la  Grosse  Pointe,  consisfante  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  cent  arpents  en  pro- 
tbmleur.  au  nord  du  lac  St.  Clair,  bornee  au  nord-est  par  Francois  Forton,  et  au  sud-ouest  par  les  heritiers  de 
defunt  William  Forsyth,  avec  une  maison,  grange,  &c.  que  le  dit  Jean  Batiste  Chovin  dit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont 
il  est  content  et  satisfait.  ,  . 

Et  le  dit  Jean  Batiste  Chovin  cede  et  abandonne  au  dit  Antoine  Billou,  dit  I'Lsperance,  un  terrain  d  un  ai-pent 
de  front  sur  quarante  de  prol'ondeur,  sis  a  la  cote  du  nord-est  sur  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  borne  au  nord-est  a  Jacob 
Marsac,  et  au  sud-ouest  a  la  terre  du  defunt  Jean  Batiste  Chovin,  pere,  dont  le  dit  defunt  fait  partie,  que  le  dit 
Antoine  Billou,  dit  I'Esperance,  dit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Les  parties  se  garantissent  leciproquement  I'un  a  I'autre  de  tout  trouble  et  einpechement  generallement  quel- 
conque,  pour  les  terres  cy-dessus  echangees;  et  le  dit  Jean  Batiste  Chovin  prometet  s'oblige  de  payer  au  dit  Antoine 
Billou,  dit  I'Esperance,  la  somine  de  cent  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  dans  I'espace  de  quatre  annees,  a. 
compter  de  la  date  des  presentes,  sans  interet,  en  grains,  au  prix  courant  qu'il  voudra  au  jour  du  payement,  et  cela 
en  consideration  de  I'echange  cy-dessus.    Car  ainsy  sont  conveniie  les  parties  de  bonne  foy. 

Fait  et  passe  double  au  Detroit,  le  trente-premier  jour  du  mois  d'Octobre,  mil  huit  cent  cinq;  et  les  parties 
ayant  declarees  ne  savoir  signer,  ont  faittes  leurs  marques  ordinaires,  et  ont  scellees  apres  que  lecture  leur  a  ete  faitte 
des  oresentes,  en  presence  de  temoin. 

•^  ANTOINE  BILLOU,  dit  L'ESPERANCE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 

JEAN  BATISTE  CHOVIN,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de  Pierre  Chene. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  Antoine 
Billou,  dit  I'Esperance,  and  Jean  Batiste  Chovin,  and  both  acknowledged  that  they  had  signed  and  sealed  the  fore- 
going instrument  of  writing  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  assuch,  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  set  my  name,  at  Detroit,  the  31st  of  October,  1805. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  393;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  394.  Francois  Marsac— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Captain  Francois  Marsac  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  Tremble's  creek,  at  Grand  Marais;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Hegister  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  23,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  a 
creek  called  Tremble's  creek,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  arpents,  it  being  ten  arpents  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  creek,  and  in  rear  by  uniocated  lands,  on  the  south,  or  below,  by  Joseph  Louis 
Tremble,  and  on  the  north,  or  upper  side,  by  uniocated  lands.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements  made  by  me  thereon  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

FRANCOIS  MARSAC. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  arpents,  it  being  ten  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  Tremble's  creek,  and  in  rear  by  uniocated  lands,  south  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Louis  Tremble,  and 
north  by  uniocated  lands.  . 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Lionard  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  svvorn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Griftard,  Pierre  Griffard,' and  Gaetau 
Tremble  were  in  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements,  of  ten  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  (as  per  deed 
herewith,)  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

L'an  mil  huit  cent  quatre,  le  vingt-deuxieme  jour  d'Octqbre,  furent  present  Louis  Griffard,  pere,  et  Pierre  Grif- 
fard,  et  Gaetan  Tremble,  de  vendre  chacun  une  terre:  Louis  Griffard,  trois  arpents:  Pierre  Griffard,  trois  arpents; 
Gaetan  Tremble,  quatre  arpents;  tons  les  trois  de  quarante  arpents  de  ^rofondeur;  la  celle  de  Louis  Griffard  joint 
a  Francois  Marsac  a  I'est,  la  troisienie  joignant  a  la  terre  de  Ignace  Thibault,  ouest,  et  situee  dans  le  haut  du 
Marais  le  long  de  la  riviere  du  Moulin;  de  Mr.  Louis  Tremble,  a  Francois  Marsac,  pour  la  somme  de  vingt-cinq 
pounds,  York,  Louis  Griffard  dix  pontes,  Pierre  Griffard  sept  et  demi,  Gaetan  Tremble  sept  et  demi;  les  dits  sieurs 
ont  dit  d'etre  contents  et  satisfaits,  et  promettent  et  s'obligent  de  faire  jouir  le  dit  Franqois  Marsac,  et  lui  garantir 
de  toutes  dettes  et  hypotheques,  excepte  le  Gouvernement.  Le  dit  Frangois  Marsac  ayant  ete  mis  en  possession  en 
presence  de  temoin,  dit  d'etre  content  et  satisfait.  Les  dits  sieurs  ayant  declare  d'etre  content,  ont  signe  leurs 
noms,  et  fait  leurs  marques  ordinaires,  en  presence  de  temoin. 

PIERRE  GRIFFARD, 

LOUIS  GRIFFARD,  sa  x  marque. 

GAETAN  TREMBLE,  sa  x  marqiie. 

Temoin,  Antoine  Legairie. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  22  Octobre,  1804. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  394;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  the  Board  then  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  November  25, 1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jesse  Hicks,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  on  Grosse  isle, 
which  was  posponed  on  the  9th  November. 

Whereupon,  Solomon  McCulloch  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  26th  March,  1804,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  occupied  the  same  till  November  of  the  same  year,  and  that,  in  the  year  1806,  he,  the  deponent, 
saw  the  claimant  tilling  the  ground.— Postponed. 

No.  395.  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Fran- 
cois Lasselle  as  grantees  of  Andre  Langlois,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the 
notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  .  Detroit,  November  25,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 

land  situate  on  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river 

Raisins,  in  rear  by  the  farms  of  river  aux  Loutres,  on  one  side  by  Ambroise  Langlois,  and  on  the  other  side  by  William 
King.  We  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us,  or  those  from 
whom  we  derive  title. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  farms 

of  Otter  creek,  bounded  on  one  side  by  land  claimed  by  Ambrose  Langlois,  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  claimed 
by  William  King. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Robidou  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Andre  Langlois  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  that  he  always  kept  the  farm  in  cultivation  until  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  have  possessed  and 
tenanted  the  same  ever  since  to  this  day;  twenty-five  or  thirty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Stanton,  le  27eme  Octobre,  1808. 
Par  devant  le  temoin  soussigne  fut  present  Andre  Langlois,  dit  Traversis,  lequel  reconnoit  avoir  cede  et 
vendu,  par  ces  presentes,  a  Messrs.  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  negociants  au  Detroit,  une  terre  situee  a  la 
riviere  aux  Raisins,  de  la  contenance  de  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  ce  que  se  trouvera  en  profondeur,  joignant  le  tres 
quarre  des  terres  de  la  riviere  aux  Loutres,  tenant  d'un  cote  a  Ambroise  Langlois,  son  frere,  et  de  I'autre  cote  a 
William  King,  par  devant  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  et  derriere  a  les  terres  de  fa  riviere  aux  Loutres.  Cette  vente 
ainsy  faitte  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  quarante  piastres,  en  argent,  que  le  dit  Andre  Langlois,  dit  Traversis, 
reconnoit  avoir  regu  comptant,  et  dqnt  il  est  satisfait.  En  foy  de  quoy,  le  dit  Andre  Langlois,  dit  Traversis,  a  signe 
la  presente  vente,  de  sa  marque  ordinaire  d'un  croix,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

ANDRE  LANGLOIS,  dit  TRAVERSIS,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Temoin,  Pierre  Felix. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  Miamis  County,  ss. 

Personally  came  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  in  and  for  the  said  county,  Andiew 
Langlois,  and  acknowledged  the  within  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  within  mentioned. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  the  27th  day  of  October,  1808. 

JOHNGERRARD.    [l.s.] 


430  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [1807. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  Miamis  Courtly,  ss. 

This  is  to  certify  that  John  Gerrard  Esq.  before  whom  the  whhin  acknowledgment  is  stated  to  have  been  taken, 
is  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  taking  thereof,  truly  commissioned  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  within  and  for  the 
county  aforesaid,  and  (hat  full  faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given  to  all  his  judicial  acts. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  our  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas,- 
Stanton,  the  27th  day  of  October,  1808. 

CORNELIUS  WESTFALL,  Clerk.      [l.  s.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  ai-e  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  395;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  396.  Ambrose  Traversis. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Ambrose  Traversis  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  by  Francois  Lassellein  his  behalf  this  day,  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  25,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I.now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Raisins,  of  four  arpents  in  front  by  the  depth  of  the  adjoining  farms  of  one  hundred  arpents, 
more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Jacques  Jacob,  arid  on  the  other  side  by 
Joseph  Jobin.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from 
whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Ambroise  Traversis, 

FRANCOIS  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  four  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  about  one  hun- 
dred arpents  in  deplh,  more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques 
Jacob,  and  on  the  other  sid«  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Jobin. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Robidou  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July',1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  to  cultivate,  or  cause  to  be  cultivated,  the  same  every  year,  from  that  time  to  this  day;  about 
fifteen  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to, the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  396;  afid  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register^of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit.  '  - 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

MoNj)A¥,  November  28,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No-  397.  Louis  RoBiDou. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Robidou  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  hira  filed  on  the  26th  November  instant,  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  N^ovember  26,  180S. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my- claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  on  which  I  was  living  several  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796, 
and  have  continued  to  this  day  without  any  interruption,  consisting  of  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,' above  and  below  by  lands  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle. 
I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

LOUIS  ROBIDOU,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  and 
Francois  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Etienne  Dubois  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179G,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interuption;  at  least  forty  arpents  are  under  cultivation:  a  dwell- 
ing-house, barn,  &c.  are  erected  on  tlie  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  397;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
^  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  398.  J.  and  F.  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  vvas  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  BsTRon,  November  28,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  o( 
land,  situate  on  the  river  Raisins,  containing  about  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
said  river  Raisins,  northwest  by  Samuel  Egnew,  and  southeast  by  George  McDougall,  Esq.  We  claim  and  setup 
title  l»y  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us,  or  those  from  whom  we  derive  title. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  northwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Samuel  Egnew,  and  southeast  by  lands 
claimed  by  George  McDougall,  Esq.  .  ■      u  ■      . 

Whereupon,  Louis  Robidou  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  first  of  July,  1796,  Louis  Suzore  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Israel  Riiland,  from  whom  the  claimants  have  purchased,  (as  per  deed 
herewith)  who  have  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day.  About  sixteen  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed; 
a  dwelling-house,  barn,  &c.  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  MibHiGAN,  District  d'Erie: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  le  Sieur  Israel  Ruland,  orfevre,  demeurant  a  la  riviere  Raisins, 
dans  le  district  d'Erie,  lequel  a  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse, 
des  maintenant  et  a  toiijours,  promet  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques, 


1807.]  LAND   CLAIMS    IN   THE   MICHIGAN    TERRITORY.  431 

evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  empechement  generallementquelconque,  (exceptant,  cependant,  de  lapaitdesEtats 
Unis  seulement,)  a  Messrs.  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  negiiciants,  denieurant  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  a  ce 
pn 
ri^ 

I'autre  cote,  au  sud-est,  par  George  McDougall,  ecuyer,  ensemble  ies  batiments  susconstruits,  circonstances,  et  de 
pendances,  sans  par  le  vendeur  susdit  en  rien  excepter,  reservcr,  ny  retenir,  que  Ies  dits  acquereurs  disent  bien 
savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  iis  sont  contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  transport,  etdelaissement,  ainsy  tiiit  pour  et  inoyennant  la  somme  de  quatre-vingt  pounds,  cours  de 
la  Nouvelle  York,  egalle  a  deux  cent  dollars,  monnoye  legaiie  des  Ktats  Unis,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir 
regu  comptant  des  dits  acquereurs,  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  dont  il  Ies  tient  quittes  et  Ies  decharge, 
ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  ce,  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  aux  dits  acquereurs, 
leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  il  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  rtonis,  raisons.  actions,  et  tous  aUtres  droits, 
qu'il  a  et  a  pii  avoii-  sur  la  ditte  terre  susvendiie,  s'en  demtftant  et  deyetissant  a  leur  profit;  voulant  et  entendant 
qu'ils  en  soient  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  le  troisieme  jour  d'Octobre,  en  I'an  de  nOtre  Seig- 
neur mil  huit  cent  six,  et  le  dit  Israel  Ruland  a  sigiie  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

ISRAEL  RULAND.  [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 
Ph.  Leouyer, 
Jacques  Cicot. 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  d'Erie: 

Est  personnellement  comparu  par  devant  moy,  John  Anderson,  ecuyer,  iin  des  juges  assignes  pour  tenir  la 
paix  dans  et  pour  le  district  d'Erie,  dans  le  territoire  de  Michigan,  Israel  Ruland,  le  susdit  vendeur,  et  a  recon- 
iiu  que  la  vente  cy-dessus  est^son  acte  libre  et  volontaire,  pour  Ies  raisons  y  mentionnees.  et  que,  comme  tel,  il  peut 
etre  enregistre  au  greft'e  du  dit  district,  ou  partout  besoinsera.  En  foy  de  quoy,j'ai  signe  ie  present,  a  la  riviere  aux 
Raisins,  le  Seme  jour  d'Octobre,  A.  1).  1806. 

JOHN  ANDERSON,  J.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  398;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  399.  J.  and  F.  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  fil«d  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  iind  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Lund  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  28,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containins  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
said  river  Raisins,  above  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  us.  We  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from  whom  we  derive  title. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  and  above  and  below  by  lands  of  the  claimants. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Robidou  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Etienne  Robidou  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Pierre  Foucreau,  who  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  from  whom  the  claimants  have 
purchased,  (as  per  deed  here  annexed,)  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day.  About  twelve  arpents 
are  cultivated  and  enclosed:  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  d'Erie: 

Par  devant  Igs  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  le  sieur  Israel  Ruland,  orfevre,  demeurant  a  la  riviere  aux  Rai- 
sins, dans  le  district  de  Erie,  lequel  a  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et 
delaisse,  des  inaintenant  et  a  toujours,  promet  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires.  dettes,  hy- 
potheques,  evictions,  alienations,  substitutions,  et  de  tout  empechement  generallementquelconque,  (excepte  seule- 
ment de  la  part  des  Etats  Unis,)  &,  Messrs.  Jacques  et  Fran5ois  Lasselle,  negociants,  demeurant  dans  le  district  du 
Detroit,  a  ces  fpresents  acceptants  acquereurs,  poureux,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  sise  et  situee 
au  sud-ouest  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistant  en  trois  arpents 
de  front  sur  quatre-vingt  arpents  de  profondeur,  joigiiant  des  deux  cotes  Ies  terresdes  dits  acquereurs,  ensemble  Ies 
batiments  susconstruits,  et  clotures,  &c.  circonstances,  et  dependances,  sans  par  le  dit  vendeur  en  rien  excepter, 
reserver,  ny  retenir,  que  Ies  dits  acquereurs  disent  bien  savuir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  ils  sont  contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  etdelaissement,  ainsy  fait  pouret  moyennant  la  sonime  de  soixante-dix  pounds, 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  egalle  a  cent  soixante  et  quinze  dollars,  monnoye  legalle  des  Etats  Unis,  que  le  dit 
vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  regu  des  dits  acquereurs  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  dont  il  Ies  tient  quittes  et 
Ies  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  ce,  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  aux  dits  acquereurs, 
leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits, 
qu'il  a  etpouvoit  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre  susvendiie,  s'en  demettant  et  devetissant  a  leur  profit,  voulant  et  enten- 
dant qu'ils  en  soient  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  eii  vertu  des  presentes. 
Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  le  3eme  jour  d'Octobre,  en  Fan  de  notre  Seigneur 
mil  huit  cent  six;  et  le  dit  Israel  Ruland  a  signe  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

ISRAEL  RULAND.  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 

Ph.  Lecuyer, 
Jacques  Chicot. 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  d'Erie: 

Est  personnellement  comparu  par  devant  moy,  John  Anderson,  ecuyer,  un  des  juges  assignes  pour  tenir  la  paix 
danset  pour  le  district  d'Erie,  dans  le  territoire  de  Michigan,  Israel  Ruland,  le  susdit  vendeur,  et  a  reconnu  que 
la  vente  cy-dessus  est  son  acte  libre  et  volontaire,  pour  Ies  raisons  y  mentionnees,  et  que  comme  tel  il  peut  etre  en- 
registre au  greft'e  du  dit  district,  ou  partout  ailleurs  ou  besoiu  sera.    En  foy  de  quoy,  j'ai  signe  le  present. 

JOHN  ANDERSON,  /.  P. 
Riviere  Raisins,  le  Seme  jour  d'Octobre,  1806. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  tlie  commissioners,  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  399;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of       , 
(he  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  400.  J.  and  F.  Lasselle.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sik:  _      Detroit,  iVbtie»n6er  28,  1808. 

.  Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three,  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  river  Raisins,  east  by  Israel  Ruland,  and  west  by  Gabriel  Godfrqy.  We  claim  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  and  those  from  whom  we  derive  title. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Israel  Ruland,  and 
west  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  Godfroy. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Robidou  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Biiptiste  Couture,  senior,  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  his  son,  Jean  Baptiste  Couture,  junior,  who  sold  to  Alexis 
Coquillard,  from  whom  the  claimants  have  purchased,  (as  per  deed  here  annexed.)  Ten  arpents  are  cultivated  and 
enclosed:  a  dwelling  house,  barn,  &c.  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroil: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Alexis  Cerat,  dit  Coquillard,  demeurant  dans  le  district  du  De- 
troit, lequel  a  reconnu,  et  par  ses  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  deiaisse,  des  mainte- 
nant  eta  toujours,  promet  faire  jouir  et  garantirde  tous  tioubles,  dolis,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions, alie- 
nations, substitutions,  etde  tout  empechementgenerallement  quelconque,  a  Messrs.  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  ne- 
gociants,  demeurant  dans  le  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  a  ces  presents  acceptantsacquereurs,  pour  eux,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  sise  et  situee  aa  sud-ouest  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  et  territoire 
de  Michigan,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  cent  arpents  de  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte 
riviere  aux  Raisins,  a  I'est  par  Israel  Ruland,  et  k  I'ouest  par  Gabriel  Godfroy,  avec  une  maison,  grange,  etable, 
&c.  ainsy  qu'une  islette  vis-a-vis  la  ditte  terre,  contenant  environ  quinze  ou  seize  arpents,  dependant  de  la  ditte 
terre;  ainsy  qu'une  autre  petite  islette  plus  haut,  aussi  dependant  de  la  ditte  terre;  tel  et  ainsy  que  le  tout  se  pour- 
suit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  les  dits  acquereurs  disent  bien  savoir  et  con- 
noitre,  et  dont  ils  sont  contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  pounds,  cours  de 
la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  regu  comptant,  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  dont  11 
les  tient  quittes  et  les  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres.  Et  au  moyen  de  ce,  le  dit  vendeur  a  transporte,  et  par  ces 
presentes  transporte  aux  dits  acquereurs,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  ii  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms, 
raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  pouvoit  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  s'en  demettant  et  dessaissisant  a  leur 
profit,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'ils  en  soient  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsi  qu'il  appartiendra  en 
vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  17«me  jour  du  mois  de  Mars,  en  Pan  de  notre  Seigneur  1806;  et  le  dit  Alexis  Cerat, 
dit  Coquillard,  a  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  des  temoins,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

ALEXIS  CERAT,  dit  COQUILLARD.  [l.  S.I 
Signe,  scelle,  et  d^livre,  en  presence  de  Joseph  Guy, 

Ph.  Leouter. 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Est  personnellement  comparu  devant  moy,  le  soussigne,  Juge  a  Paix  du  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Mi- 
chigan, Alexis  Cerat,  dit  Coquillard,  le  susdit  vendeur,  lequel  a  reconnu  que  la  vente  cy-dessus,  et  de  I'autre  part, 
est  son  acte  volontaire,  pour  les  raisons  y  conteniies,  et  que,  comme  tel,  il  pent  etre  enregistre  au  grelfe  du  district 
d'Erie,  ou  partout  ailleurs  ou  besoin  sera.    En  foy  de  quoy,  j'ai  signe  au  Detroit,  le  17eme  Aout,  A.  D.  1806. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  400;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Michael  Doussman,  (No  332)  which  was  postponed  on  the  20th  of  October 
last    The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

This  indenture,  made  at  Michilliinackinack,  this  28th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1807,  and  of  the  American  indepen- 
dence the  thirty-second,  between  Messrs.  Noel  Rocheblave  and  Jacques  Porlier,  of  Michilliinackinack,  merchants, 
trading  under  the  firm  of  Rocheblave  and  Porlier,  of  the  one  part,  and  Michel  Doussman,  merchant,  of  Michilli- 
inackinack, of  the  other  part:  witnesseth,  that  the  said  Noel  Rocheblave  and  Jacques  Porlier,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  current  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  two  hundred  dollars  of  which 
to  them,  the  said  Noel  Rocheblave  and  Jacques  Porlier,  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Michel  Doussman,  at  or  before  the 
sealing  and  deliveiy  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  the  said  Noel  Rocheblave  and  Jacques  Porlier  doth  hereby 
acknowledge,  and  the  said  Michel  Doussman  from  the  same  doth  forever  release  and  acquit;  the  remaining  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars  the  said  Michel  Doussman  hereby  binds  himself  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  said  Noel 
Rocheblave  and  Jacques  Porlier,  in  the  month  of  June  next,  they,  the  said  Noel  Rocheblave  and  Jacques  Porlier. 
have  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  unto  the  said  Michel  Douss- 
man and  his  heirs,  forever,  one  certain  lot  of  ground  in  the  village  of  Michillimackinack,  on  the  island  of  Michilli- 
mackinack,  bounded  and  known  as  follows,  to  wit:  bounded  on  one  side  by  a  street,  commonljr  known  by  the  name 
of  Front  street,  on  another  side  by  a  street  commonly  called  the  Water  street,  on  another  side  by  the  house  and 
concerns  of  'I'oussaint  Pothier,  and  on  the  opposite  side  by  the  premises  of  Joseph  Bailly,  together  with  all  houses, 
buildings,  improvements,  and  appurtenances  to  the  said  lot  appertaining,  or  in  any  wise  belonging:  to  hold  and  have 
the  said  lot  and  its  appurtenances,  to  him,  the  said  Michel  Doussman,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  lorever,  to  the  only 
proper  use  and  behoof  of  him,  the  said  Michel  Doussman,  and  of  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever;  and  the  said  Noel 
Rocheblave  and  Jacques  Porlier,  for  themselves  and  their  heirs,  by  these  presents,  covenanted  and  agreed  to  and 
with  the  said  Michel  Doussman  and  his  heirs,  that  they,  the  said  Noel  Rocheblave  and  Jacques  Porlier,  and  their 
heirs,  will  forever  warrant  and  defend  unto  the  said  Michel  Doussman  and  his  heirs  the  aforesaid  lot  of  ground  and 
appurtenances,  free  and  clear  of  and  from  the  claim  or  claims  of  all  and  every  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  and 
free  and  clear  of  and  from  all  titles,  charges,  and  encumbrances,  of  an)r  kind,  excepting  the  claim  ot  the  United 
States.  In  testimony  w  hereof,  the  said  Noel  Rocheblave  and  Jacques  Porlier  have  hereunto  set  their  names  and  affixed 
their  seal,  the  day,  month,  and  year,  first  above  written. 

For  Rocheblave  and  Porlier, 
Attest,  Samuel  Abbott,  Not.  Pub.  J.  GIASSON.  [l.  s.] 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  332;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  401.  Jean  Baptiste.  Couture.— The  Boardtookinto  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Couture  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  northeast  bank  of  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  291,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth; 
bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  unsettled  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Louis  Bellair,  and  west 
by  unsettled  lands. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Bernard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Francis  Dx.  Bellcour  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jacques  Jacob,  who  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the 
same  to  this  day;  that  about  twelve  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed,  with  a  dwelling  house  and  out-houses 
erected. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  401;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  402.  Joseph  St.  Bernard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  St.  Bernard  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

Thistract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  and  extending  in  depth  to  river  aux 

Vases,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Taillon, 
and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Chattelreaux. 

Whereupon,  Alexander  Ouattet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  prior  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  day:  about  forty  arpents  are  cultivated,  with  a  house,  barn,  and  orchaid. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  402;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  403.  Charles  DROurLLARD. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Charles  Drouillard  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  28th  November  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  "  Detroit,  iVo«em6er  28,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  aux  Loutres,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty  in  depth,  bounded  by  front  by 
Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  lands  of  river  Raisins  settlement,  on  one  side  by  the  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Nicholas 
Drouillard,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  lands  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvement  made  by  me. 

For  Charles  Drouillard, 

JOSEPH  St.  BERNARD,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty  in  depth,  is 
bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  lands  of  river  Raisins  settlement,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  the 
heirs  of  Nicholas  Drouillard,  and  on  the  other  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  St.  Bernard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.    A  house  and  barn  erected,  and  sixteen  arpents  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  403;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  30,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Thomson  Maxwell  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river 
Raisins,  which  was  postponed  on  the  30th  day  of  July  last. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Huntington  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  for  these  five  years  past,  he  has  had  in  charge  and  has  cultivated  the  said  premises  for  the 
claimant,  and  doth  still  continue  so  to  do:  about  ten  acres  are  in  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  234;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  404.  Alice  Kirby. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  AliceKirby  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at 
Gross  Point,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  vol.  1,  page  295,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805,  as  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
(through  mistake)  it  being  five  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  as  per  deed  now  exhibited,  and  recorded  by  the  late 
Register  in  liber  A,  page  96. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  five  arpents  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  feet  in 

front,  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  and  on  both  sides  by 
lands  claimed  by  William  Forsyth. 

Whereupori,  Michel  Monit  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  James  May  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  late  James  Donaldson,  who  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  until  he  died, 
and  left  the  same  as  a  legacy  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  her  claim,  exhibited  a  legal  copy  of  the  will  of  her  father,  James  Donaldson,  deceased, 
from  which  the  following  is  extracted: 

"I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter,  Alice  Kirby,  my  freehold  farm  at  Gross  Point,"  &c.  which  is  ascertained 
to  be  the  farm  now  claimed  and  under  consideration. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  404;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  405.  McTavish  Frobisher  and  Co.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  McTavish  Frobislierand 
Company,  of  Montreal,  toatractof  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  109,  under  the  date  of  18th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  tv/enty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  two  rods  and  nine  feet 
in  front,  &c.  the  same  being  butted  and  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  beginning  at  a  stone  boundary  on  the  north  bank 
of  the. river  Rouge,  opposite  to  Chabert's  creek;  then,  running  north  29°  30'  west,  three  arpents  two  rods  and, nine 
feet,  to  another  stone  boundary;  thence,  north  60°  30'  vi'est,  thirty-seven  arpents,  buttingion  the  boundary  line  of  Jean 
Baptis?te  Couture;  thence  along  said  line,  south  29°  30'  east,  three  arpents  two  rods  and  nine  feet;  thence,  south  60° 
30'  west,  twenty-seven  arpents,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Visger,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession,  and  tenanted  tlie  premises, 
and  have  continued  so  to  this  day:  about  fifteen  acres  are  cultiyated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  405;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT, 


No.  13. 


Transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  2d  day  of  December, 
1808,  to  the  13th  day  of  the.  same  month,  inclusively. 

Friday,  December  2,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  406.  Meldrum  and  Park. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

Please  enter  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  river  St.  Clair,  in  the  district  of  Huron,  and 
territory  of  Michigan,  containing  thirty  acres  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  north,  south,  and  west  by 
the  claimants,  and  on  the  east  by  river  St.  Clair. 

Fur  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres,  it  being  thirty  acres  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth,  bounded 
east  by  river  St.  Clair,  west,  north,  and  south  by  lands  of  the  claimants. 

Whereupon,  JeanSimare  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  possessed  and  occupied  the  premises,  by  their 
tenants,  Rene  Tremble  and  others,  and  have  continued  so  to  this  day.    . 

Ignace  Krisler,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  himself  and  Jean  Baptiste  Deschamp  have 
livea  on  the  premises  these  eleven  years,  and  still  do  live  on  the  samfe,  as  tenants  to  the  claimants:  about  twelve 
acres  are  cultivated  and  enclosed,  a  house  and  stables  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  406;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  407.  Louis  Bernard,  dit  Lajoye. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Bernard,  dit  La- 
joye,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  261,  under  the  date  of  28th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  thirty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  and  two  and  a  half  poles 
in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  south  by  lands  claimed  by 
Hubert  Lacroix,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Bissonet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  vvlio,  being  duly  sworn,  de  • 
posed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Jean  Marie  Menard  was  iti  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  that,  after  his  death,  Joseph  Menard,  his  brother,  took  charge  of  the 
family  and  property;  that  he  caused  the  real  property  to  be  cried  three  Sundays  running  at  the  church  door,  when 
he  sold  the  tract  of'^land  (now  claimed)  to  the  claimant,  as  being  the  highest  bidder,  at  two  thousand  five  hundred 
livres.  equal  to  four  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars;  that,  afterwards,  the  claimant  married  the  %vidow,  and  raised  her 
children,  and  has  occupied  the  premises  ever  since  to  this  day:  ab;)ut  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed, 
with  a  dwelling-house,  barn,  stables,  &c. — Postponed. 

No.  408.  Joseph  Bissonet. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Bissonet  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  . 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  3,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  on 
the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Hubert  Lacroix.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements 
made  by  me,  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

JOSEPH  BISSONET,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  indepth* 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Hubert  Lacroi.x. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption:  about  thirty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed;  a  house, 
barn,  and  orchard  bearing  fruit. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  408;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  409.  Joseph  Bisso.net.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Bissonet  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 
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To  the  Eegisler  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  2,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  on  the 
odier  side  by  Hyacinth  Lajoye.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those 
from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JOSEPH  BISSONET,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  I'ront  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Hyacinth  Lajoye. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1'96,  John  Askin  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  ofthe  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Paschal  Reaume,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased  eight  years  ago,  and  has  cul- 
tivated the  same  to  this  day:  about  sixteen  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  409;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Jjand  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  410.  The  legal  heirs  of  Rene  Cloutier,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
legal  heirs  of  Rene  Cloutier,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice 
filed  by  Louis  Robidou  in  their  behalf  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  iVot^ewficr  26,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we,  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Rene  Cloutier,  deceased,  now  enter  with  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  river 
Raisins,  consisting  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  the  same  depth  as  the  adjoining  farms,  bounded  in  front  by  uncon- 
ceded  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  above  by  Pierre  Cloutier.  We  claim  and  set  up 
title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  began  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796. 

LOUIS  ROBIDOU,  his  x  mark. 

For  the  Widow  and  Heirs. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed 
by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Cloutier. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Bernard,  dit  Lajoye,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  bein'' 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Rene  Cloutier,  deceased,  was  in  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  heirs  have 
tenanted  the  same  every  year  to  this  day:  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  410;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  411.  Louis  Pierre  Le  Clerc. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Pierre  Le  Clerc  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  liim  filed  the  30th  August  last  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  River  aux  Raisins,  August  30,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  make  entry  in  your  oflice  of  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river  aux  Raisins,  butted  and  bounded  as  described  by  the  deed  hereunto  annexed. 

LOUIS  PIERRE  LE  CLERC. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  and  some  chains  in  front 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east 
by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Robert,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Israel  Ruland. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Bernard,  dit  Lajoye,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Nicholas  Drouillard  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  late  Robert  Irwin,  who  possessed  and  occupied  the  same 
until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  has  occupied  the  premises,  and  has  married  Ethan  Baldwin,  from  whom 
the  claimant  has  purchased,  (as  per  deed  herewith,)  and  has  occupied  the  same  to  this  day.  The  late  Robert  Irwin 
died  without  children.  About  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed;  there  is. a  dwelling-house,  a  barn,  and  a 
bearing  orchard. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Ethan  Baldwin  and  Sarah  Baldwin,  both  of  the  river  Raisins,  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  sura  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  us  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  of  which  we  do  hereby 
acknowledge,  have  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  and  also  conveyed,  and  do  by  these  presents  convey  and  confirm 
to  Peter  Le  Clerc,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  bounded  on  the  east 
by  Antoine  Robert's  line,  on  the  north  by  the  river  Raisins,  and  on  the  west  by  lands  of  Israel  Ruland,  being  four 
arpents  and  some  chains  in  front,  and  extending  back  from  the  river  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents:  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  said  granted  premises,  with  all  the  appurtenances  and  privileges  thereof,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  to 
him,  the  said  Le  Clerc,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  We  do  warrant  the  aforesaid  premises  and  demises,  with  all 
and  singular  the  appurtenances,  to  him,  the  said  Le  Clerc,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  to  have  and  to  hold,  occupy, 
and  enjoy,  for  his  or  their  own  personal  use  and  advantage,  free  and  clear  of  all  bonds,  mortgages,  claims,  quit-rents, 
executions,  or  incumbrances,  that  may  in  any  way  tend  to  obstruct  or  make  void  this  present  deed. 

Furthermore,  we,  the  said  E.  Baldwin  and  S.  Baldwin,  for  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  assigns,  do  covenant  and 
engage  the  above  demised  premises  to  him,  the  said  Le  Clerc,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  against  all  lawful  claims  or 
demands,  of  whatever  name  or  nature,  (the  United  States  excepted,)  forever  hereafter  to  warrant,  secure,  and  de- 
fend by  these  presents. 

ETHAN  BALDWIN,  [l.  s.l 
SARAH  BALDWIN,  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of  us, 

David  Hull, 
Claudius  Berthelot, 
Moses  Morse. 
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River  Raisins,  February  25,  M.  D.  1808. 
Territory  ok  Michigan,  District  of  Eric. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Moses  Morse,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
district,  Ethan  Baldwin  and  Sarah  Baldwin,  and  acknowledged  the  above  deed  of  conveyance  to  be  their  own  volun- 
tary act  and  deed. 
^  MOSES  MORSE. 

\nd  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  411;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  rr  i     m     i    '    j  ^   ,-,.t  .■  . 

The  Board  reconsidered^the  claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  or  John  Rhodes,  deceased,  (No.  235,)  which  was  post- 
poned on  the  13th  July  last.  .  •,,,,•   f.i      1  ■  ■■,-,, 

Whereupon,  Medard  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  ot  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1796,  Francois  Gauden  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  that  he  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  who  sold  to  Sol.  Sibley,  who  sold  to  the  late  John  Rhodes,  deceased. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  235;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  413.  Solomon  Sibley.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Solomon  Sibley,  Esq.  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  2d  day  of  July  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gjjj.  Detroit,  Jti/y  2,  1808. 

[  hereby  give  notice  of  claim,  and  make  entry  of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate  upon  the  north  side  of  river 
Raisins  in  said  district  of  Detroit,  containing  three  hundred  acres,  being  three  acres  in  front  on  said  river,  and 
extending  back  one  hundred  acres,  (excepting  thereout  and  therefrom  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  part  and  parcel 
of  said  th^ee  hundred  acres  by  me  sold  to  John  Rhodes,  late  of  the  river  Raisins,  deceased,  and  conveyed  by  deed 
beins  dated  the  0th  of  April,  IBOI,  being  the  front  part  of  said  tract,)  and  bounded  in  front  by  said  lands  conveyed  to 
said'llhodes,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  lately  claimed  by  George  Sharp,  deceased,  on 
the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Richard  Pollard:  makes  claim  by  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  of  Israel  Ruland  to 
claimant,  dated  the  11th  day  of  December,  1798;  also  makes  claim  by  virtue  of  possession  and  occupancy,  &c. 

SOL.  SIBLEY. 

This  tract  contains  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  the  rear  of  the  lands  claimed  by  John  Rhodes's  heirs,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands 
claimed  by  George  Sharp,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Richard  Pollard. 

The  claimant  relies  on  the  testimony  given  respecting  the  claims  ot  the  widow  and  heirs  of  John  Rhodes,  de- 
ceased; this  claim  being  the  back  part  of  the  tract  claimed  by  them.— Postpimed. 

No.  413.  Samuel  Egnew. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Samuel  Egnew  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  28th  of  October  last  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gm:  Detroit,  October  27,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river  Raisins,  containing,  by  estimation,  forty  arpents,  it  being  one  arpent  in  width  by  forty 
arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  the  rear  by  unlocated  lands;  on  the  upper  part  by  lands  of 
■  Jacques  Lasselle,  extending,  down  said  river  one  acre,  French  measure,  to  the  lands  of  the  said  Jacques  Las- 
selle;  thence,  southerly,  along  said  Lasselle's  line,  so  as  to  include  the  orchard,  and  extending  back,  along  said  line, 
forty  arpents,  or  French  acres;  thence,  a  westerly  course,  one  arpent  or  French  acre,  to  said  Lasselle's  line;  thence, 
a  northerlyxourse,  along  said  line,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  being  forty  arpents,  or  French  acres,  more  or  less.  I 
claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

SAML.  EGNEW. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  forty  arpents,  it  being  one  arpent  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  and  bounded  as 
in  the  above  notice.  .... 

Whereupon,  Medard  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  IsFof  July,  1796,  Louis  Suzore  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  who  sold  to  Alexander  Swings,  Jun.  from  whom  the  claim- 
ant has  purchased,  as  per  deed  here  annexed  to  be  recorded;  and  that  the  claimant  has  occupied  or  tenanted  the 
same  to  this  day.  The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  tbilowing,  to 
wit: 

This  indenture,  made  the  14th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1806,  between  Alexander  Ewings,  Jun.  of  the 
one  part,  and  Samuel  Egnew,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth:  that  the  said  Alexander  Ewings,  Jun.  for  and  in  consi- 
deration of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  him 
in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Samuel  Egnew,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  has  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
and  released,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell,  and  release,  and  quit  claim  unto  the  said  Samuel 
E^new,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  and  singular  the  following  lot  of  land,  viz:  situate  and  lying  on  the  river 
Raisins,  in  tlie  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  the  United  States,  (Michigan)  being  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  said 
river  Raisins,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  lands  of  Jacques  Lasselle,  and  extending  down  the  said  river  one  acre. 
French  measure,  to  the  lands  ot  said  Jacques  Lasselle;  thence,  a  southerly  course,  along  said  Lasselle's  line,  so  as 
to  include  the  orchard,  and  extending  back  along  said  line,  forty  arpents,  or  the  usual  depth  of  the  other  lot;  thence, 
a  westerly  course,  one  arpent,  to  said  Lasselle's  line;  thence,  a  northerly  course,  along  said  line,  to  the  place  of 
beginning,  being  forty  arpents,  more  or  less;  together  with  all  and  singular  the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances 
thereunto  belonging:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  above  mentioned  piece  or  parcel  of  land  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
forever.  It  is  expressly  agreed  on  by  the  parties,  that,  if  the  front,  measured  so  as  to  include  the  orchard,  doth  ex- 
ceed one  arpent,  said  Egnew  is  to  pay  such  excess,  at  the  same  rate  or  proportion  as  he  pays  for  the  residue  of  said 
lot  included  in  this  deed;  and  the  said  Ewings,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  doth  warrant  and  defend  against 
all  other  claims,  except  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  In  testimony  whereof,  he  has  set  his  hand,  and  affixed  ' 
his  seal,  the  day,  month,  and  year  first  above  written. 

ALEX.  EWINGS,  Jun.  [l.  s.] 
Sealed,  signed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 

Ichabod  Leach, 
Giles  Barnes. 

River  Raisins,  May  20,  1807. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  named  Alexander  Ewings  acknowledged  the  above  to  be  his  hand  and  seal. 

JOHN  ANDERSON,  J.  P. 
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And  thereupon  it  cloth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  413;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  ol'  the  survey,  \vith  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  414.  Daniel  Mulholand. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Daniel  Mulholand,  as  grantee 
of  Samuel  Egnew,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  liegister  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  Z)fcemier  3,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  (hat  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  luindred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  tnree  and  a  half 
arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth:  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  west 
by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  of  Samuel  Egnew.  I  claim  title  to  the 
aforesaid  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  previous  to  1796,  ortiiose 
from  whom  I  derive  title,  which  improvements  have  been  continued  to  this  day. 

For  Daniel  Mulholand, 

SAMUEL  EGNEW. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  and  a  half  by  forty,  bounded 
in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  west  by  lands  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  and  east  by 
lands  of  Samuel  Egnew. 

Whereupon,  Medard  Labadi  was  brought  forward, as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Batiste  Bourdeaux  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Antoine  Guy,  who  sold  to  George  McDougall,  who  sold  to  Samuel  Egnew, 
fiom  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day;  about  ten  arpents  are 
cultivated  and  enclosed. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  two  deeds  in  .the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

An  indenture  of  assignment  made  and  concluded  the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  by  and  between  George  McDougall,  Esq.  on  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  Egnew 
of  river  Raisins,  distiller,  in  said  territory  of  Michigan,  on  the  other  part.    Witnesseth, 

That,  whereas  the  said  George  McDougall  purchased  from  John  Askin,  Sen.,  agent  for  Isaac  Todd  and  James 
McGill,  of  Montreal,  in  Lower  Canada,  a  farm  of  three  acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth,  French  measure, 
with  certain  reservations  contained,  as  per  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  herewith,  dated  the  15th  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1799,  for  the  consideration  therein  contained,  as  is  registered  in  the  records  of  Wayne  county,  book  No.  1,  pages 
335,  356,  and  357.  reference  being  had  thereto,  and  also  received  in  exchange  from  Meldrum  and  Park  another  farm 
adjoining  the  above  tract,  per  deed  also  herewith,  from  Joseph  Lenfant,  Sen.  to  them,  the  said  Meldrum  and  Park, 
and  by  the  latter  endorsed  over  to  the  said  George  McDougall,  of  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  more  or  less, 
of  the  like  French  measure,  as  is  also  registered  in  said  records,  book  No.  1,  page  362,  reference  tieing  also  had 
thereto,  which  farms  have  been  ever  since  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  and  enjoyment  of  him  the  said  George 
McDougall,  who  has  notified  and  recorded  the  same  in  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  and  are  situated 
(in  the  southerly  side  of  said  river  Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  and  bounded  as 
follows,  to  wit:  northerly  by  said  river  Raisins,  easterly  by  a  farm  belonging  to  Forsyth,  Richardson,  and  Co.  of 
Montreal,  now  occupied  by  Alexander  Ewings,  Jun.  and  westerly  by  a  lot  of  land  whereon  the  said  Samuel  Egnew 
now  has  a  distillery.  Now  this  indenture  witnesseth,  that  the  said  George  McDougall,  for  and  in  consideration  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  gallons  of  whiskey,  to  be. paid  by  the  said  Samuel  Egnew  to  the  said  George  McDougall,  agreeably 
to  two  promissory  notes  of  hand  biiaring  even  date  with  these  presents,  the  receipt  of  which  promissory  notes  of  hand 
the  said  George  McDougall  doth  hereby  acknowledge,  has  granted,  bargained,  assigned,  transferred  and  set  over, 
and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  assign,  transfer,  and  set  over,  to  the  said  Samuel  Egnew,  his  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim,  and  demand  whatsoever  of  him,  the 
said  George  McDougall,  acquired  as  aforesaid,  of,  in,  and  to  the  same,  or  of,  in,  or  to  any  part  or  parcel  thereof, 
(but  without  an  express  warranty  on  the  part  of  the  said  George  McDougall,  as  the  Government  of  the  United 
States'  pre-emption  right  is  not  yet  settled  on  any  of  the  lands  in  the  district  of  Erie:)  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
described  premises  above  mentioned,  and  hereby  assigned,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances, 
unto  the  said  Samuel  Egnew,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  in  as  full,  large,  and  ample  manner,  to 
all  intent  and  purposes,  as  he,  the  said  George  McDougall,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  might,  should, 
or  ought  to  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  same,  by  virtue  of  the  said  in  part  recited  deeds  of  purchase  and  exchange,  or 
by  any  other  way  or  means  whatsoever.  In  witness  whereof,  they  have  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and  seals, 
the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL,  [l.  s.] 
SAMUEL  EGNEW.      [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 

Jacob  Visoer, 

David  Morrison. 

Memoramhtm  at  Detroit,  the  25th  day  of  October,  1808. 
I  acknowledge  to  have  received  satisfaction  from  Samuel  Egnew  aforesaid,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  of 
whiskey,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  assignment,  agreeably  to  receipts  on  the  two  promissory  notes  before  mentioned. 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Erie: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Samuel  Egnew,  of  the  river  Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory 
of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  two  hundred  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in  hand  paid 
by  Daniel  Mulholand  of  the  said  place,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  sold,  granted,  bargained, 
aliened,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  sell,  grant,  bargain,  alien,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Daniel  Mul- 
holand, all  my  right,  title,  claim,  and  interest  in  and  to  a  certain" farm,  lot,  tract,  or  parcel  of  land,  situated,  lying, 
and  being  on  the  south  side  of  said  river  Raisins,  and  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  Northerly  and  front  by  kaid  river 
Raisins,  on  the  westerly  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Messrs.  Jacques  and  Fransois  Lasselle,  in  rear  by  vacant  lands, 
and  on  the  easterly  side  by  other  lands  belonging  to  me,  the  said  Samuel  Egnew,  consisting  of  or  containing  three 
and  a  half  arpents  in  front,  and  running  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  in  rear,  be  the  same  more  or  less:  To  have 
and  to  hold  the  said  farm,  lot,  tract,  or  parcel  of  land,  with  the  house,  out  houses,  barn,  staljles,  and  other  improve- 
ments, and  all  and  singular  of  the  appurtetiances  and  privileges,  to  the  same  in  any  ways  belonging  to  him  the  said 
Daniel  Mulholand,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  Samuel  Egnew,  for  myself, 
my  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  do  by  these  presents  warrant  and  forever  defend  the  said  premises  against 
the  claim  of  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  and  against  the  claim  or  claims  of  all  and  every 
other  person  or  persons,  the  claim  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  only  excepted. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  Subscribed  mjr  name,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  river  Raisins  aforesaid,  this 
twentv-eiclith  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  eight. 

^     ^  "  SAMUEL  EGNEAV.  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

Christopher  Tutle, 
John  Burbank. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  414;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  415.  Etienne  Tuot. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Etienne  Tuot  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  la  Grande  Coulee,  a  small  creek  south  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the 
former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  348,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  November, 
1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  two  perches  in  front  by  twenty-five  in 

depth,  bounded  in  front  on  said  creek,  east  by  a  line  dividing  said  farm  and  the  larm  of  Medard  Labadi,  west  by 
a  line  dividing  said  farm  and  the  farm  of  Joseph  Robert,  running  south  twenty  degrees  west  by  magnet,  twenty- 
five  acres. 

Whereupon.  Louis  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  on  the  1st  July,  1796; 
that  he  remained  on  the  same  six  years,  and  then  ceded  his  improvements  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  and 
cultivated  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  415;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  416.  Joseph  Tuot. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Tuot  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Grande  Coulee,  near  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  347,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  eleven  chains  two  perches  in  front  by 

twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  creek,  on  the  east  by  the  lands  of  Medard  Labadi,  and  west  by  lands 
of  Hyacinte  Leduc. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  had  built  a  house  thereon;  that  he  remained  thereon  two  years  afterwards,  and  then  ceded  his  im- 
provements to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day;  twenty  arpents  are  culti- 
vated, &C.  .     .  ■•11 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  416;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
suiveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  417.  Pierre  Foucreau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Foucreau  to  atract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  la  Grande  Coulee,  near  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  290,  under  the  date  of  29th  of  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  fifty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  said  Coulee,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Claude  Couture,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  Lapointe, 
and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Bourdeaux.  • 

Whereupon,  Claude  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Francois  Laplante  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  ceded  his  improvements  to  Louis  Bourdeaux,  who  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has 
occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day.  Thirty  arpents  are  in  cultivation  and  under  fence,  with  a  house,  barn, 
stables,  &c. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  417;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  418.  Gabriel  Odet.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Odet  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  la  Grande  Coulee,  near  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commission- 
ers of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  286,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  Coulee,  in  rear  by  Otter  creek  farms,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Medard  Couture,  and  west 
by  lands  claimed  by  Louison  Missec. 

Whereupon,  Claude  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  About  ten  arpents  are  in  cultivation  and  under  fence,  with  a  dwelling- 
house,  &c. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  418;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  419.  Alexis  Solo. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Alexis  Solo  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
at  Grande  Coulee,  near  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  De- 
troit, in  vol.  1,  page  281,  under  the  date  of  29th  November^  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  seventy -five  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  twehty-five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  Coulee,  in  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Claude  Couture,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis 
Bourdeaux,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Medard  Labadi. 

Whereupon,  Claude  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Medard  Couture  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Antoine  Guy,  who  sold  to  the  deponent,  who  sold  to  Pierre  Bourdeaux, 
who  sold  to  John  Anderson,  Esq.  from  \vhom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 
Twenty-five  or  thirty  arpents  are  in  cultivation,  with  a  dwelling-house,  barn,  stables,  and  an  orchard. 

And  thereupon  it  dotn  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  'is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  419;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  420.  Hyacinte  Bernard,  dit  Lajote. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Hyacinte  Ber- 
nard, dit  Lajoye,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  373,  under  the  date  of  4th  December,  1805. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  it  being  four  and  a  half  acres  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Simon  Jacob,  and 
west  by  lands  claimed  by  Colonel  Francis  Chabert. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  tbrward  as  a  witnessinbehalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jacques  Jacob  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  lias  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day.  Ten 
or  twelve  arpents  are  cultivated,  with  a  house,  stables,  &c. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  420;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  421.  Hubert  La  Croix. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Hubert  La  Croix,  as  grantee  of 
Alexis  Laurenge,  administrator  of  Jean  Charett,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which 
was  entered  by  Alexis  Laurenge  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  352. 
under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed  by  William 
Griffith,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Francis  Baron,  dit  Cattin. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  fi)rward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Jean  Charett  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died,  since  which  time,  Alexis  Laurenge,  administrator  to  the  estate  of 
said  Charett,  has  sold  it  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day.  Eight  arpents  are 
cultivated  and  enclosed. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Detroit: 

Par  (levant  Francois  Deruisseaux  Bellcour,  notaire  au  Detroit,  y  residant,  et  temoins  soussignes,  fut  present 
le  nomme  Charles  Lariole,  dit  Monforton,  lequel  recqnnoit  par  ces  presentes  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitle,  transporte. 
et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  k  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  tontes  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  quel- 
conques,  au  sieur  Jean  Charett,  commer^ant,  demeurant  dans  la  paroisse  de  St.  Antoine,  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins, 
k  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a,  I'avenir,  une  terre  de  trois  arpents  de 
front  sur  la  profondeur  des  autres  terres  voisines,  sise  au  nord  de  la  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins,  prenant  par  devant 
au  bord  d'icelle,  bornee  du  cote  d'en  haut  au  sieur  Porlier  Benac,  et  du  cote  d'en  bas  a  Louis  Robidou,  et  par 
derriere  a,  les  terres  non  occupees,  ensemble  une  petitte  maison,  qui  est  tire  sur  la  place;  tel  et  ainsy  que  le  tout  se 
poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  avoir  vu  et  visite,  et 
oont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  dix-huit  pounds, 
cours  de  Nouvelle  York,  sur  laquelle  somme  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  reqn  celle  de  dix  pounds,  avant  la  passa- 
tion  des  presentes,  dont  il  est  content,  en  tient  quitte  et  decharge  le  dit  acquereur  et  tous  autres.  Et  les  huit 
pounds,  pour  parfait  payement,  le  dit  Jean  Charett  promet  et  s'oblige  les  payer  au  dit  vendeur,  ou  a  son  ordre,  dans 
le  cour  du  mois  de  Septembre  prochain.  Au  nioyen  de  ce,  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  transporte 
au  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete  qu'il  a  et  pouvoit  avoir  sur  la 
ditte  terre,  pour  I'avoir  eutdes  sauvages  Pattawatamies,  par  donaison  du  3  de  Mai,  de  I'annee  courante,  qu'il  a 
remis  au  dit  acquereur;  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il 
appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes.  Car  ainsy  sont  conveniies  les  partiesde  bonne  foy,  proinettant,  &c.  obligeant, 
&c.  Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  en  I'etude  du  dit  notaire,  le  vingt-sixieme  jour  de  May,  I'an  1796;  et  les  parties, 
ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer  de  cet  enquis,  ont  fait  leurs  marques  ordinaires,  et  scelle  apres  lecture  faitte,  sui- 
vant  Ifordonnances,  presence  des  nommes  Jean  Lemay  et  Batiste  J^emay,  fils,  qui,  ayant  aussi  declare  ne  savoir 
signer,  ont  fait  leurs  marques  ordinaires  a  I'original. 

CHARLES  LARIOLE,  sa  +  marque. 
JEAN  CHARETT,  sa  +  marque. 

En  presence  de 

Frs.  Dx.  Bellcour,  jYo<.  Pub. 

Je  certifie  que  la  presente  terre  mentionnee  dans  le  present  contrat  appartient  il  Mr.  Hubert  La  Croix,  pour  lui 
avoir  ete  adjugee  par  encan  publique;  c'est  pourquoy  je  lui  at  transporte,  et  transporte  le  present  contrat,  a  li 
riviere  aux  Raisins,  ce  18  de  Fevrier,  1807.  , 

ALEXIS  LAURENGE, 
Mministrateur  de.  defunt  Jean  Clutret. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  421;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  422.  Pierre  Branxhau,  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Branchau,  Sen.  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  at  Plaisance,  near  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  284,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  eight  arpents  in  front  by  fifteen  in 
depth,  bounded  in  fnmt  by  la  Grande  Coulee,  in  rear  by  the  marais  and  springs  towards  river  Raisins,  east  by  a 
marais  towards  lake  Ej-ie,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Branchau,  Jun. 

Whereupon,  Claude  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  possessed  and  cultivated  the  premises,  and  has 
continued  so  to  this  day;  that,  about  six  or  eight  years  ago,  he  built  a  house  and  barn.  About  twenty-five  arpents  are 
cultivated.  1 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  422;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  423.  Pierre  Branchau,  Jun.^The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Branchau,  Jun.  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  at  Ptaisance,  near  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  288,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  twenty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Grande  Coulee,  in  rear  by  the  farm  of  Isidore  Navarre,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre 
Branchau,  Sen.,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Reaume. 

Whereupon,  Claude  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  possessed  and  cultivated  the  premises,  and  has 
continued  so  to  this  day.     Twenty  arpents  are  in  cultivation,  with  a  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  stables. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  423;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  424.  Louis  Bourdeaux. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Bourdeaux  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  Plaisance,  near  river  Raisins,  whicli  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  289,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  fifty  arpents,  it  bsing  two  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  la  Grande  Coulee,  in  rear  by  Claude  Couture's  farm,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Foucreau,  and  west 
by  lands  claimed  by  Alexis  Solo. 

Whereupon,  Claude  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796.  Francis  Laplante  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant  eight  years  ago,  who  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same 
to  this  day:  fifteen  arpents  are  cultivated,  a  house,  barn,  and  stables  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  dolh  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  424;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  425.  Samuel  Egnew. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Samuel  Egnew  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  3,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 

south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by 

forty  in  depth,  to  the  exception  of  a  mA\  seat  situate  thereon,  with  about  twelve  acres  of  land  claimed  by  Todd, 
McGill,  &  Co.,  provided  the  said  mill  seat  should  be  found  thereon;  this  tract  of  three  and  a  half  arpents  by  forty  is 
bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  west  by  lands  of  Daniel  Muiholand,  and  on 
the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Colonel  Anderson.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements 
made  thereon  previous  to  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

SAMUEL  EGNEW. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  — —  arpents,  it  being  three  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  with 
an  exception,  as  in  the  notice,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  west  by  lands  claimed 
by  Daniel  Muiholand,  and  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Colonel  John  Anderson. 

Whereupon,  Michael  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Gaillard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Askin,  who  sold  to  George  McDougall,  as  per  deed  recorded  in  the 
claim  of  Daniel  Muiholand,  who  has  purchased  half  of  the  whole  tract  of  this  claimant.  The  deponent  further  saith 
that  the  premises  have  been  constantly  cultivated:  about  twelve  arpents  are  in  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  425;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  426.  James  Mav,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  May,  Esq.  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  S,-c. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  viz.  Detroit,  December  2,  1808. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  I  set  up  title  and  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  con- 
taining four  acres  in  front  by  forty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  northeast  side  by Dubay,  Jun.,  and  on  the 

southwest  side  by •  Dubay,  Sen.  by  virtue  of  a  deed  and  improvements  made  thereon. 

JAMES  MAY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth. 

bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by Dubay,  Jun.,  and  southwest  by 

Dubay,  Sen. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Landry  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  nobody  lived  on  the  premises  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796:  that  one  Cochois  had  cleared 
some  part  of  the  premises  about  seventeen  years  ago;  that  the  land  remained  uncultivated  until  about  eight  years 
ago,  when  the  deponent  went  and  lived  on  the  premises,  where  he  has  remained  since  to  this  day,  as  tenant  to  the 
claimant. — Postponed. 

No.  427.  Antoine  Bernard,  dit  Lafontaine. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Ber- 
nard, dit  Lafontaine,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners 
at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  273,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-fiTe  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  the  farm  of  Medard  Couture,  east  by  lands  of  the  late  Josepli 
Hyrague,  now  claimed  by  Jacques  Lasselle. 

'Whereupon,  Antoine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Francois  Paul  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  ever  since  possessed  and  culti.vated  the  same:  about 
twenty  arpents  are  cultivated;  a  house  and  barn  are  thereon  erected. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  427;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  428.  George  McDougall  and  Israel  Ruland. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  George 
McDougall  and  Israel  Ruland  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them 
filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  District  of  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  3,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  we  lay  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  situate,  lying,  and  being 
on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  of  seven  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river 
Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  east  by  Rachel  Knaggs,  and  on  the  west  by  Giles  Barns,  which  said  tract 
we  hold  and  claim  lay  virtue  of  two  deeds  of  purchase,  viz:  one  from  Joseph  Chene  to  said  Israel  Ruland,  dated  at 
Detroit  the  26th  July,  1796,  the  other  from  Amable  Bellairto  the  said  George  McDougall,  dated  river  Raisins,  10th 
November,  1798,  recorded  and  taken  up  by  the  late  commissioners  on  the  26th  February,  1805,  book  — ,  pages  224 
and  225,  and  also  by  virtue  of  the  uninterrupted  possession  and  improvements  on  the  aforesaid  tract  prior  to  1796. 

GEO.  McDOUGALL, 
ISRAEL  RULAND. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  five  liundred  and  sixty  acres,  being  seven  acres  in  front  by  eighty  acres  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Rachel  Knaggs,  and 
west  by  lands  claimed  by  Giles  Barnes. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Amable  Bellair  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
three  arpents  in  front,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  George  McDougall;  that  Joseph  Chene,  dit  Flacon,  was  in 
possession  of  the  other  four  arpents,  until  he  sold  to  Israel  Ruland;  that  there  has  been  no  cultivation  on'the  pre- 
mises these  six  years:  the  house  was  burned  two  years  ago. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit:  (See  liber  B, 
folio  74,  of  the  former  commissioners.) — Postponed. 

No.  429.  GtLEs  Barnes.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Giles  Barnes  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  by  Israel  Ruland,  in  his  behalf,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the.  Register  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  for  the  District  of  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  3,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  Iclaim  title  to  acertain  tract,  piece,  or  parcel  of  land. being  andlyingon  the  north  sideof  river 
Raisins,  bounded  as.folluws:  on  the  north  side  by  river  aux  Raisins,  west  by  William  Knag^s,  and  east  by  land  which 
is  now,  or  lately  was,  the  property  of  Israel  Ruland,  being  three  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth, 
French  measure,  by  virtue  of  an  assignment  from  George  McDougall  to  James  Powers,  and  from  him,  to  me  for  deeds 
numbered  A  and  B,  herewith  left  to  be  recorded. 

For  Giles  Barnes, 

ISRAEL  RULAND. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 

and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in   rear  by ,  west  by  lands  claimed  by  William 

Kna|gs,  and  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Israel  Ruland. 

Wliereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Amable  Bellair  cultivated  the  premises,  and  continued  about 
five  years,  and  that  this  tract  h.as  not  been  cultivated  these  five  or  six  yeare;  the  above  two  tracts  are  under  the  same 
enclosure. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  two  deeds  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

En  j)r«sence  de  temoin,  et  sous  ma  marque  ordinaire,  raoi,  Bazil  Cousinau,  reconnois  et  confesse  avoir  vendu  au 
Sieur 
au  ouest  i 


la  sommelJde  quatrecent  cinquante  francs,  qu'il  m'accompte  tanten  argent  qu'en  billet,  payable  a  mon  ordre,  dont  je  me 
suis  demante  et  desaissi  de  la  ditte  terre,  pour  par  lui  en  prendre  possession,  quand  bon  lui  semblera,  lui  garantissant 
de  tout  trouble  de  la  part  des  sauvages  de  plus  un  arpent  de  terre,  au  sud  de  la  ditte  riviere,  tenant  a  la  terre  de 
Serat,  dit  Coquillard,  et  a  la  portion  de  terre  que  me  reste.    Riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  19  Avril,  1792. 

BAZIL  COUSINAU,  sa  x  marque. 
J.  PoRLiER  Benac,  temoin. 

I  have  sold  and  transferred  to  George  McDougall,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest  to  the 
within  tract  of  land,  in  front  on  the  river  Raisins,  and  extending  back  one  hundred  and  twenty,  more  or  less,  this 
22(1  day  of  April,  1799. 

ISRAEL  RULAND. 

I  hereby  assign  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest  to  the  within  tract  of  land  to  James  Powers,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  consequence  of  the  award  of  Zal.  Bedient  and  arbitrators  between  said  Powers  and  self. 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  I,  James  Powers,  of  the  town  of  Northampton,  county  of  Ontario,  and  State 
of  New  York,  for  and  in  consideration  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  me  in  hand  paid,  at  and  before  the  ensealing 
and  delivery  of  these  presents,  |by  Giles  Barnes,  of  the  town  of  Northampton  aforesaid,  the  receipt  whereof  [  do  ac- 
knowledge, to  have  given,  bargained,  granted,  sold,  conveyed,  and  forever  quitted  claim,  unto  him,  the  said  Giles 
Barnes,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  or  assigns,  a  certain  tract,  or  piece,  or  parcel  of  land,  being  and 
lying  in  the  township  of  Sargent,  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
bounded  as  follows:  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  aux  Raisins,  west  by  William  Knaggs,  and  east  by  land  which  is 
now,  or  lately  was,  the  property  of  Israel  Ruland,  and  being  three  acres  in  front  by  one  nundred  and  twenty  in  depth, 
French  measure,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  which  lands  were  purchased  by  me  from  George  McDougall,  Esq.: 
to  have  and  to  hold  the  aforesaid  granted  and  bargained  premises,  with  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in 
anywise  appertaining;  and  I,  the  said  James  Powers,  do,  formyself,  my  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  covenant 
and  agree  to  and  \yim  the  said  Giles  Barnes,  his  heirs,  &c.  that,  from  and  after  the  signing,  sealing,  and  delivery  of 
these  presents,  neither  I,  nor  my  heirs,  &c.  shall  have  any  further  claim  or  demand  to  the  aforesaid  bargained  pre- 
mises, but  will  forever  hereafter  warrant  and  defend  the  same  against  all  the  lawful  claims  or  demands  of  any  per- 
son or  persons  claiming  from,  by,  or  under  me,  or  my  heirs,  &c. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  the  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one. 

JAMES  POWERS,  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  ol 

Stephen  Hopkins, 
D.  Powers. 

Postponed. — And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  A.  M. 

Monday,  December  5,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  430.  Robert  Glass.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Robert  Glass  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  !and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  4,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  make  entry  of  my  land,  in  your  office,  which  I  hold  by  purchase  from  Israel 
Ruland,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  his  deed  of  27th  March,  1808,  and  by  possession  and  improvements. 

For  Robert  Glass, 

ISRAEL  RULAND. 


442  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [180r. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  five  and  a  half  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in 

depth,  bounded  in  front  and  north  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  west  by  lands  of  James  Moore, 
and  east  by  lands  of  Israel  Ruland,  (not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.) 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Bissonet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  swoin, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  George  Sharp,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and 
has  posssssed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day:  about  forty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed,  a  house  is  erected 
on  the  premises.  ^  ,,      .       ,      , 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  two  tollowing  deeds,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Ene,  ss. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Israel  Ruland,  of  the  river  Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Robert  Glass,  of 
the  same  place,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  and  for  other  good  causes  me  thereunto  moving, 
have  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  conveyed,  and  confirmed  to  the  said  Robert  Glass,  all  my  right,  title,  claim, 
and  interest  in  and  to  a  certain  farm,  lot,  tract,  or  parcel  of  land,  situated,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  said 
river  Raisins,  and  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  north  and  fjont  by  said  river  Raisins,  on  the  western  side  by  lands  and 
tenements  of  James  Moore,  in  rear  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  eastern  side  by  the  lands  and  tenements  of  me,  the 
said  Israel  Rulaiiil,  consisting  of  or  containing  five  and  one-half  arpents  in  front  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  ar- 
pents in  depth,  be  the  same  more  or  less:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  farm,  bt,  tract,  or  parcel  of  land,  with  all  and 
every  of  the  appurtenances  and  privileges  to  the  same  in  anywise  appertaining,  to  him,  the  said  Robert  Glass,  his 
heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  to  have  and  to  hbld  forever.  And  1,  the  said  Israel  Ruland,  do  by  these 
presents  warrant  and  forever  defend  the  said  premises  against  the  claim  or  claims  of  myself,  my  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  and  against  the  claim  or  claims  of  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  (the 
claim  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  only  excepted,)  free  and  clear  from  all  bonds,  mortgages, 
obligations,  judgments,  or  prior  sale  or  conveyance  of  whatsoever  name  or  nature. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  afiised  my  seal,  at  river  Raisins  aforesaid,  (his 
27th  day  of  March,  180S. 

ISRAEL  RULAND.  [l.  <^.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

John  Burbank, 
Isaac  Ruland. 

Territorv  of  Michigan,  Bistrici  of  Erie,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  commissioned  to  keep  the  peace  in  and  for 
said  district  of  Erie,  the  within  named  Israel  Ruland,  who  acknowledged  the  within  to  be  his  own  free  and  volun- 
tary act  and  deed.    Given  under  my  hand  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1808. 

CHRISTOPHER  TUTLE,  J.  P.  D.  E. 

Par  devant  Porlier  Benac,  ecuyer,  et  capitaine  de  milice,  residant  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  et  presence  de  temoins 
soussignes  est  comparu  Francois  Havier  Cantara,  lequel  a  de  son  bon  gre  et  bonne  volonte  reconnu  etconfesse  avoir 
vendii,  cede,  quitte,  et  transporte,  des  maintenant  et  pour  toujours,  au  Sieur  Batiste  Lasselle,  marchand,  residant  au 
dit  lieu,  une  terre  de  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  la  profondeur  ordinaire,  tenant  au  ouest  au  Sieur  George  Nex,  et  a 
I'est  a  Louis  Deveaux,  lesquels  dits  deux  arpents  de  terre  le  dit  Francois  Havier  Cantara,  a  acquis  du  dit  Deveaux. 
avec  garantie,  tel  qu'elle  se  poursuit  et  comporte,  tant  en  terre  labouree  et  labourable,  prairie,  et  bois  de  bout,  sans 
en  rieii  retenir,  ny  reserver,  pour  prix  et  somme  de  dix-huit  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  payable  en  argent 
ou  marchandises,  au  prix  courant,  lequel  dit  etre  content  et  dont  quitte;  c'est,  a  cette  consideration  que  le  dit  acgue- 
reiir  pent  prendre  possession  et  cultiver  a  son  gre,  lui  garantissant  de  tout  trouble,  dettes,  et  hypotheques  gene- 
rallement  quelconqiie,  laquelle  ditte  terre  a  ete  cne  a  lii  porte  de  I'eglise  paroissialle,  par  trois  Dimanches,  et  adjugee 
au  ditacquereur.  Car  ainsy,  &c.obligeant  &c.  renongant,  &c.  Faitet  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  paroisse  St.  An- 
toine,  le  vingt-deux  Juin,  mil-sept  cent  quatre-vingt-quinze,  et  a  le  dit  Francois  Regis  Cantara  declare  ne  savoir 
signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire  apres  lecture  faitte.  ,  .„  ,  „    ,,„ 

^  F.  HAVIER  CANTARA,  sa  X  marque. 

En  presence  de 

Francois  Pepin, 

Francois  Navarre,  J.  P. 

Louis  Gaillard,  temoins.  , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  tliereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  430;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  431.  Barney  Parker. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Barney  Parker  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  tlie  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  by  Israel  Ruland  in  his  behalf  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peti;r  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  3,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  make  entry  of  my  land  in  your  office,  which  I  hold  by  purchase  from  Israe! 
Ruland,  as  will  appear  by  his  deed,  bearing  date  July  2,  1798,  and  by  long  possession  and  improvements. 

Foi-  Barney  Paiiker, 

ISRAEL  RULAND. 

Thie  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  acres  two  perches  in  front  by  one  hundred  and 

twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  of  Ichabod  Leach, 
and  above  by  lands  of  Gabriel  Godlioy. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Bissonet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Etienne  LavioUette  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Charles  Proux,  who  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  from  whom  the  claim- 
ant has  purchased,  and  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day.  About  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated 
and  enclosed,  and  two  dwelling-houses  are  erected. 

The  clai-mant,  in  support  of  nis  claim,  exhibited  a  deed,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Israel  Ruland  and  Ann  Ruland,  of  the  river  Raisins,  in  the  county  of 
Wayne,  and  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  being  justly  possessed  of  a  certain  tract  of 
land,  lying  and  being  on  the  southerly  side  of  tiie  said  river  Raisins:  Now  know  ye,  that  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars,  current  money  of  the  United  States,  to  us  in  hand  paid  by  Ber- 
nard Parker  before  tlie  signing,  sealing,  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  that  we  iiave  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
enfeoffed,  and  confirmed  unto  him,  the  said  Bcrnaid  Parker,  all  that  tiact  or  parcel  of  land,  lyirig  and  being  on  the 
southerly  side  of  the  river  Raisins,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river,  and  on  the  west  by  lands  of  Charles  Deulyard, 
and  on  the  east  by  lands  of  .Medard  Labady,  fils,  containing  three  acres,  or  arpents,  and  two  perches  in  front  by  one 
hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  be  the  same  more  or  less:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  aforesaid  premises  so  bargained  and 
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sold,  with  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  unto  him,  the  said  Bernard  Parker,  his  heirs,  executors^  administra- 
tors, or  assigns,  forever,  hereby  warranting  and  defending  unto  him,  the  said  Bernard  Parker,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  the  aforesaid  premises,  forever,  against  any  person  or  persons  claiming,  or  to  claim,  by  virtue  of  any  deed, 
mortgage,  act,  matter,  or  causes  whatsoever,  by  us,  or  either  of  us,  done  or  caused  to  be  done;  and  we  do 
moreover  covenant,  grant,  and  agree,  that  it  shall  forever  hereafter  be  lawful  for  him,  the  said  Bernard  Parker,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  to  take,  hold,  occupy,  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  aforesaid  premises,  with  all  the  rents,  issues, 
and  profits,  in  anywise  thereunto  appertaining,  without  the  least  let,  suit,  or  interruption  of  us,  our  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  whatsoever. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  unto  these  presents  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -eight,  (1798,)  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States'of 
America  the  twenty -third,  (23d.) 

ISRAEL  RULAND.    [l.  s.] 
ANN  RULAND.     [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

JosuPH  Baird, 
Caleb  Shaw. 
Personally  came  befoie  Frangois  Navarre,  Esquire,  one  of  the  justices  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Wayne, 
Israel  Ruland  and  Ann  his  wife,  and,  after  examining  them  separate  from  each  other,  declared  the  above  to  be  their 
voluntary  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained. 

FRANCOIS  NAVARRE,  J.  P. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commiSBioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  431;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  432.  James  Moore. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Moore  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  by  him  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  River  Raisins,  September  1,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  make  entry  of  my  lands  in  your  office,  which  I  hold  by  purchase  from  Jean 
Baptiste  Duprey,  Sen.  and  Jean  Baptiste  Duprey,  Jun.,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  deed  to  me  bearing  date 
the  second  day  of  November,  1799,  and  the  fifth  day  of  December,  1804,  and  by  a  long  and  peaceable  possession 
and  improvements. 

JAMES  MOORE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  eight  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Abijah  Hunt,  and  below 
by  lands  of  Robert  Glass. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Baptiste  Debreuil  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  to  this  day.  About 
thirty  arpents  are  cultivated,  with  two  houses,  stables,  &c. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  two  following  deeds,  to  wit: 
Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Jean  Batiste  Dubreuil,  pere,  du  district  de  Sargent,  et  comte  de 
Wayne,  lequel  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  et  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes,  vend,  cede,  et  transporte  a  Jacques 
Moore,  du  susdit  district  de  Sargent,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir, 
avec  garantie  de  toutes  dettes,  hypotheques,  dons,  douaires,  accessions,  et  alienations,  et  de  tous  troubles  generalle- 
ment  quelconque,  une  terre,  ou  ferme,  sise  et  situee  au  sud  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  paroisse  de  St.  Antoine,  dans 
le  susdit  comte  de  Wayne,  consistante  en  quatre  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  en  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par 
la  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins,  par  derriere  a  lesterres  non  concedees,  tenant  d'uncote  a  la  terre  de  Jean  Batiste  Du- 
breuil, fils,  et  de  I'autre  cote  a  celle  de  Israel  Ruland,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content 
et  satisfait.  Cette  vente,  cession,  et  transport,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  raoyennaut  la  somme  de  quatre-vingt  pounds, 
coursde  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  Jacques  Moore  promet  et  s'engage  de  payer  au  dit  Jean  Batiste  Dubreuil,  pere, 
ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  de  la  maniere  suivante,  savoir:  cinquante-cinq pounds,  coursde  la  Nouvelle  York,  en  ani- 
maux,  pour  premier  payement,  execute  quatrieme  jour  de  Novembre,  et  le  reste  du  payement,  qui  est  de  vingt-cinq 
pounds,  en  argent,  grains,  farine,  ou  animaux,  au  premier  de  Novembre,  de  I'annee  mil  huit  cent;  et  pour  surete 
des  susdits  payements  k  leurs  epoques  respectives,  le  dit  Jacques  Moore  a  hypotheque,  et  par  ces  presentes  hypo- 
theque  au  dit  Jean  Batiste  Dubreuil,  pere,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  la  terre  cy-dessus  mentionnee  et  decritte,  la- 
quelle  terre  le  dit  Jacques  Moore  ne  pourra  vendre,  douner,  ou  engager,  sous  quelque  pretexte  que  ce  soit,  qu'apres 
que  le  dernier  des  payements  cy-dessus  mentionnees  aura  ete  fait  au  dit  Jean  Batiste  Dubreuil,  pere,  ses  hoirs,  et 
ayant  cause.  II  est  convenu  entre  les  parties,  que  si  les  Etats  Unis  s'emparent  de  la  ditte  terre,  le  dit  Jacques 
Moore  n'aura  rien  a  demander  au  dit  Jean  Batiste  Dubreuil,  pere,  ny  a  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  et  qu'il  en  cours 
les  risquesde  cette  part  la.  II  estde  plus  agree,  convenu,  et  enteudu,  entre  les  parties,  que  si  le  dit  Jacques  Moore, 
ses  executeurs,  ou  administrateurs,  negligent  ou  refusent  de  faire  les  payements,  alors,  et  en  pared  cas,  le  dit  Jean 
Batiste  Dubreuil,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  auront  le  droit  de  reprendre  et  rentrer  en  possession  de  la  ditte  terre  pai- 
siblement,  etsans  que  le  dit  Jacques  Moore  puisse  mettre  aucune  opposition  ou  obstacle,  ny  demander  aucune  in- 
demnite  pour  les  payements  qu'il  pourrait  avoir  fait.    Car  ainsy  sont  convenu  les  parties  de  bonne  foy. 

Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  susdit  district  de  Sargent,  le  douzieme  jour  de  Novembre,  de 
I'annee  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-dis-neuf,  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  de  temoins. 

JEAN  BTE.  DUBREUIL,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
JACQUES  MOORE,  [l.  s.] 

Jean  Bte  Dubreuil,  Fil  s,  >  y^g-^.i^,. 
Etienne  Dubois.  3 

Comte  de  Wayne,  District  de  Sargent: 

Sont  personnellement  comparu  devant  moi,  le  soussigne,  un  des  Magistrats  assignes  pour  tenir  la  paix  pour  et 
dans  le  comte  de  Wayne,  les  susnommes  Jean  Batiste  Dubreuil,  pere,  et  Jacques  Moore,  ont  reconnu  que  le  con- 
trat  cy-dessus  est  bien  leur  acte,  avec  leurs  signatures  et  leurs  cachets,  et  que,  comme  tel.  il  pent  etre  enregistre  au 
greffe  du  dit  comte.    En  foy  de  quoy,  j'ai  souscrit  mon  nom  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  19eme  de  Novembre,  1799. 

FRS.  NAVARRE,  J.  P. 

Moy,  Jean  Batiste  Dubreuil,  pere,  je  soussigne,  en  presence  de  temoin,  que  j'ai  regu  le  payement  si  au  men- 
tionn^,  k  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  Seme  Decembre,  1804. 

JEAN  BTE.  DUBREUIL,  Pere,  sa  x  marque. 
Frs.  Navarre,  Temoin. 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes,  fut  present  Jean  Batiste  Dubreuil,  fils,  du  district  de  Sargent,  et  comte  de 
Wayne,  lequel  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  et  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  vend,  cede,  et  transporte,  a  Jacques 
Moore,  du  susdit  district  de  Sargent,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  i  I'ave- 
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nir,  avec  garantie  cle  ti)utes  dettes.  Iiypotheques,  dons,  douaires,  accessions,  et  alienations,  et  de  tout  trouble  gene- 
rallement  quelconque,  excepte  de  !a  part  des  Etats  Unis,  uneteire,  ou  I'erme,  sise  et  situee  au  sud  de  la  riviere  aux 
Raisins,  dans  le  susdit  district,  comte  de  Wayne,  consistant  en  quatre  arpents  de  large  sur  quarante  de  profondeur, 
bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins,  et  par  derriere  aux  terres  non  concedees,  tenant  d'un  cote  a  la 
terre  du  dit  acquereur,  Jacques  Moore,  et  de  I'autre  cote  a  Israel  Ruland,  queledit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre, 
et  dont  il  est  content  tt  satisfait. 

Cette  rente,  cession,  et  transport,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  nioyennant  la  somme  de  soixante-quatre  pounds,  cours  de  la 
Noiivelle  York,  que  le  dit  Jacques  Moore  a  paye  au  dit  Jean  Batiste  Dubreuil,  fils,  qu'il  reconnoit  d'avoir  regu  du 
dit  Jacques  Moore  avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  et  par  laquelle  il  le  tient  quitte,  lui.  ses  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause, 
afin  qu'il  enjouisse,  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  a,  les  clauses  et  conditions  susdittes.  Car  ainsy  sent  convenu  les 
parties  de  bunne  f'oy. 

Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  et  dans  le  susdit  district  de  Sargent,  le  cinquieme  jour  du  mois  de  Decem- 
brc,  I'an  mille  huit  cent  quatre,  et  le  susdit  vendeur  a  signe  le  present  en  presence  de  temoins,  eta  pose  son  cachet. 

JEAN  BTE.  DUBREUIL,  Fils.  [l.  s.] 

J.PorlierBenac,        ~l 'remains. 
George  McDougall,  3 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  432;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  vi-ith  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  433.  Antoine  Campeati. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Campeau  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  by  Antoine  Lasselle,  in  his  behalf,  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Pir;  Detroit,  November  25,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  1  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  ol'_  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  (ine  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  the  lands  of 
John  Askin,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Jean  Baptiste  Racine.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  to  the  said  tract  by  virtue  of 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

For  Antoine  Campeau, 

ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Jun. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one 
hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands 
claimed  by  Richard  Pollard,  and  on  the  other  by  lands  claimed  by  Israel  Ruland. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  179G,  Alexander  Ouattet  was  living  on  the  premises  as  tenant  of 
Batiste  Cicot,  who  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  the  same  to  this  day,  but  the  premises  have  not  been  oc- 
cupied or  cultivated  these  eleven  years. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  above  described 
tract  of  land;  and,  therefore,  that  his  claim  be  and  is  hereby  rejected. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  tomorrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  December  6,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment- 
No.  434.    The  legal  heirs  of  William  Griffith,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  le^al  heirs  of  William  Griffith,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  siiuafe  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which 
was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  71,  under  the  date  of  tlie 
12th  of  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  five  hundred  and  seventy  arpents,  it  being  four  and  three-quarters  arpents  in 
front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above 
by  lands  of  William  Griffith,  Jun.  and  below  by  lands  of  Guillaume  Lapointe. 

\Yhereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brouglit  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  ami  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Romain  La  Chambre  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Charles  Proux,  from  whom  the  late  William  Griffith  pur- 
chased, and  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  claimants  have  tenanted  the  same. 
About  fifty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed;  a  dwelling-house  and  out-houses  are  erected,  and  there  is  a  fine 
orchard  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
ianrl,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  434;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Registerof  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  435.  William  Griffith,  Jun. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Griffith,  Jun.  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  17th  of  November  last 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir: 

William  Griffith,  Jun.  hereby  gives  notice  of  claim,  and  makes  entry  with  the  Commissioners  ot  the  United 
States  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  more  or  less,  situate 
upon  the  river  Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  being  four  acres  in  front  upim  said  river, 
and  extending  in  depth  back  from  said  river  one  hundreil  and  twenty  acres,  bounded  in  front  upon  said  river  Rai- 
sins, in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  east  by  (he  farni  of  Willliam  Griffith,  Sen.  deceased,  and  on  the  west  by 
Francois  Baron,  dit  Cattin.  The  said  William  Giiffiih,  Jun.  makes  title  and  claim  to  hold  said  farm  and  tract  of 
land,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  by  virtue  of  purchase  thereof  of  one  Louis  Riibidou,  by  deed 
dated  June  4,  1804;  also  makes  title  and  claim  to  himself  and  heirs,  by  long  and  continued  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  claims  and  derives  title  to  said  tract  of  land  and  premises. 

SOL,  SIBLEY. 

Mtorneyfor  the  Claimant- 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  frontby  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east  by  lands  of  the  late 
William  Griffith,  deceased,  and  west  by  lands  of  Francois  Baron,  dit  Cattin. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  thut,  previous  to  the  Istol  July,  1796,  Louis  Robidou  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  thi^  day. 
Sixteen  arpents  are  cultivated. 
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The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: ' 

[See  book  A,  folio  364,  registered  by  the  former  commissioners.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  tiiat  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  descrAed  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  435;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  •  ,  '  .         , 

No.  436.''GiLEs, Barnes.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  .Giles  Barnes  to  a  tract  of  land,  situ 
ate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  386,  under  the  date  of  5th  of  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocatcd  lands,  west  by  lands  of  Israel  Ruland,  and 
east  by  lands  of  Charles  Drouillard. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Laforest  and  Monmini  were  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  who  sold  to  Caleb  Shaw,  who  sold  to  Gideon 
Oooley,  who  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  until  he  died.  After  his  death  his  widow  and  administratrix  was 
authorized  by  the  court  of  orphans  to  sell  the  same  at  public  vendu,  when  the  claimant  purchased,  being  the  high- 
est bidder,  as  per  deed  recorded  with  the  former  commissioners  in  liber  A,  page  90,  and  has  possessed  and  culti- 
vated the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  436;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  thereia  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  437.  William,  John,  and  Scott  Robb.— The  Board  tookiiito  consideration  the  claim  of  William,  John,  and 
Scott  Robb  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  witli  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  74,  under  the  date  of  the  12th  of  November.  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  arpents,  being  three  and  a  half  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  formerly  of  John  Askin, 
and  below  by  lands  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Bernard,  (lit  Lajoye,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Antoine  Rivard  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  George  Sharp,  who  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  from  whom  the 
claimants  have  purchased,  who  have  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day;  about  eighteen  arpents  are  cul- 
tivated; a  dwelling-house  and  barn  are  erected  on  the  premises,  and  an  orchard  planted. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  (subject  to  a  mortgage  by  them  executed  to  Israel  Ruland,  bearing  date  the  3d  of  November,  1800,)  and  that 
they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  437;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  438.  Pierre  Fournier. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Fournier  to  a  tract  0' 
land,  situate  at  Plaisance,  near  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Plaisance,  near  river  Raisins,  c(mtainingtwo  arpents 

ill  front  by  fifteen  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  a,  la  Savatte,  in  rear  by ,  on  one  side  by  Pierre  Bran- 

cheau.  Sen.,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Joseph  Deschatelet.    I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve,- 
nients  made  by  me  or  those  from  \j'npm  I  derive  title.  , 

'        ,      i  For  Pierre  Fournier, 

.  ■  .-.  .      CLAUDE  COUTURE,  his  X  mark. 

.  I  ..Witness,  Peter  Audrain.  ' "      •  :.'. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  thirty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  iii  front  by  fifteen  in  depth,  bounded  in 

front  by  river  a  la  Savatte,  in  rear  by ,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Pierre  Brancheau,  Sen.,  and  on  the  other  by 

lands  of  Joseph  Deschatelet. 

Whereupon,  Claude  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Jeiemie  Duquet  possessed  and  cultivated  the  pre- 
mises, who  continued  so  until  he  sold  his  improvements  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same 
to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  438;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  ■     .      ,        ;  .     . 

No.  439.  Andre  Lamarre. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Andre  Lamarre  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  Miami  bay;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

■  . '  ■  ,.'     .  ■       To  the  Register  oflhe.Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  i'  -"O.  ■•■'•  ■)  ■    '       .■ 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  Miami  bay,  containing  ten  arpents  in  front  by  about  fifteen  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the 
said  Miami  bay,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  river  aux  Vases,  and  on  the  other  side  by  unlocated 
laDds>    I  claim  by  yictue  of.  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  before  the  1st  July,  1796. 
•'   '■.'■'   •■•!*'.'."•■  V'.-      •  ■'■       '•  '■•  •'    '-'    •   '  ••   ..  •       For  Andre  Lamarre, 
•    ■••.^■>      ,1    •:  •  '      .  ■  .     .     ■    )  FRANCOIS  DURGEOT,  his  X  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain.  '  ■  . 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  ten  arpents  in  front  by  fifteen  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  Miami  bay,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  river  aux  Vases,  and  on  the  other  side 
by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon.  Claude  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
depo.sed  and  said,  that,  several  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  seven  or  eight  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed;  fruit  trees 
have  been  planted  thereon  about  ten  years  ago.— Postponed. 

No.  440.  Medard  Couture.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Medard  Couture  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  lake  Erie,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit,  in  vol-  1, 
page  293,  under  the  date  of  the  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  Erie,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  north  by  lands  of  Claude  Couture,  and  south  by 
Otter  creek. 
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Whereupon,  Antoine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Reaume  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  nine  years  ago,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the 
same  to  this  day:  aboutsixteen  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  en,titled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  440;  and  tliat  because  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  • 

No.  441.  Joseph  Nadault.  grantee  of  Mexis  Bourdeaux. — The  Board .  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
Joseph  Nadault,  as  grantee  of  Alexis  Bourdeaux,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  aux  Sables, 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  pa|;e  343,  under  the  date 
of  the  30th  November,  1805.  ■        ' 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  forty -five  acres,  more  or  less,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  fifteen  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  aux  Sables,  in  rear  by  river  Raisins'  farms,  east  by  S.  Champagne,  and  west  by 
lands  of  Vincent  Maheux. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Leduc,  who  sold  to  Alexis  Bourdeaux,  from  whom  the 
claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day:  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated  and 
enclosed;  a  dwelling  house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  coinmissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  whidi  certificate  shall  be  No.  441;  and  .that  he  cause  the  sanie  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  442.  Etienne  Cotjture. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Etienne  Couture  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  la  Grande  Coulee,  near  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  294,  under  the  date  of  the  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  — ; arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  on  the  Grande  Coulee,  and  two 

acres  only  in  rear,  by  about  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  la  Grande  Coulee,  in  rear  by  the  farm  of  his 
brother  Claude  Couture. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  ancl  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Deschatelet  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  his  improvements  to  the  claimant  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  who  has  possessed 
and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  442;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  443.  Guillaume  Lapointe. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  theclaim  of  Guillaume  Lapointe  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  no.tice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
foUov/ing,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:.  Detroit,  December  3,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
river  Raisins,  above  by  lands  of  William  Griffith,  and  below  by  lands  of  Jean  Jacob.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  posses- 
sion, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Guillaume  Lapointe,    .        „  •    ' 

LOUIS  BERNARD,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain-  ,.,',' 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  fro'nt'by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  above  by  lands  of  William  Griffith,  below  by  lands  of  Jean  Jacfib. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Bernard,  (lit  Lajoye,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Baptiste  Laplante  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises  until  about  nine  years  ago,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  cultiva- 
ted trie  same  to  this  day:  twenty-four  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  443;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  444.  Jean  Jacob. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Jacob  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the 
north  side  of  river  Raisins:  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit; 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  3,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  William  Lapointe,  and  below  by  lands  of  Pieri'e 
Cloutier.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  wliom  1  derive 
title.  .  . 

For  Jean  Jacob, 

LOUIS  BERNARD,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  William  Lapointe,  and  below  by  lands  of  Pierre 
Cloutier. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Bernard,  dit  Lajoye,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Rene  Cloutier  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Vincent  Maheux,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased  about 
eight  years  ago,  and  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day:  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  444;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  445.  Pierre  Cloutier.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Cloutier  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  3d  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Qfflce  at  Detroit. 
8ik:  Detroit,  December  3,  1808. 

Take  notice  (hat  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  iny  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  noith  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  two  aipents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocate<l  hinds,  aiiove  by  lands  of  Jean  Jacob,  and  below  by  lands  of  the  late  Rene 
Cloufier,  deceased.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  \vhom 
I  derive  title. 

For  Pierre  Cloutier. 

LOUIS  BERNARD,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
.•"ront  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Jean  Jacob,  and  below  by  lands  of  the  late 
Rene  Cloutier,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Bernard,  dit  Lajnye,  was  brought  forward  as  a  wibess  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who.  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  J[uly,,  1796,  the  late  Rene  Cloutier,  father  to  the  claimant, 
was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  tlie  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  that  his  widow  occupied  the  same 
five  or  six  years,  until  she  died;  since  which  time,  the  claimant  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  premises  to  this  day: 
more  thaii  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated;  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  was  present  when  the  whole  of  the 
heirs  of  Rene  Cloutier,  deceased,  agreed,  unanimously,  that  the  claimant  should  take  possession  of  the  farm,  as  he 
had  paid  all  the  debts  of  their  father,  and  that  they  relinquished  all  claim  to  said  farm. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  445;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  446.  Charles  Bernard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Charles  Bernard,  dit  Lajoye,  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  antf 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  3,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  below  by  lands  of  Colonel 
Chabert.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive 
title. 

For  Charles  Bernard, 

LOUIS  BERNARD,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  below 
by  lands  of  Colonel  Francois  Chabert. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  ami  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claiuiant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  to  this  day.    Above  eighteen  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  446;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  vyidithe  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  447.  Hyacinte  Bernard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Hyacinte  Bernard  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  3d  December  instant  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  .         '      ■ 
Sir:  DETfeorr,  December  3,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  two 
arpents  in  froHt  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands 
of  Jean  Baptiste  Leblanc,  and  below  by  lands  of  Joseph  Bissonet.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Hyacinte  Bernard, 

LOUIS  BERNARD  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain.       , 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  bein"  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  'bounded  in 
front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Jean  Baptiste  Leblanc,  and  below  by  lands 
of  Joseph  Bissonet. 

Whereupon,  Anfoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  asawitnessinbehalf  of  (he  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sv.-orn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Bristoule  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Louis  Bernard,  dit  Lajoye,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and 
has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  to  (his  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  447;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  lafid  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  ■       . 

No.  448.  Claude  Couture. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Claude  Couture  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  the  lake  Erie;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  6th  December  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit; 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  6,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  my  farm  at  Plaisance,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  lake 
Erie,  bounded  in  front  by  said  lake,  in  rear  by  farms  on  river  aux  Loutres,on  thenortheast  by  farms  at  Plaisance,  and 
on  the  southwest  by  Medard  Couture,  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty 
arpents  altogether.  I  claim  the  same  by  virtue  of  a  purchase  from  Jean  Baptiste  Reaume,  Sen.  whose  improvement 
rights  1  paid  him  thirty-five  pounds,  New  York  currency,  for,  on  the  24th  August,  1805,  by  my  note  given,  and 
witnessed  before  George  McDougall,  Notary  Public,  at  river  Raisins,  for  the  district  of  Erie,  the  same  having  been 
settled  and  improved  prior  to  the  year  1796. 

CLAUDE  COUTURE,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  George  McDougall. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimaticin,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpenfs,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  Erie,  in  rear  by  the  farms  of  Otter  creek,  northeast  by  tiie  farms  of  Plaisance,  and 
southwest  by  lands  of  Medard  Couture. 

Whereupon,  Antnine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
-deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Baptiste  Reaume,  Ser\.  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  nine  years  ago,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  and  cultivated 
the  same  to  this  day. 

George  jMcDougall,  Esq.  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  the  24th  August,  1805,  he 
drew  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Jean  Baptiste  Reaume,  Sen.  to  the  claimant,  in  which  deed  the  claimant  was 
acquitted. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  448;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  449.  Jean  Marie  Bourdf.aux. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Marie  BoUrdeaux,  as 
grantee  of  Baptiste  Fontaine,  who  was  grantee  of  Francis  Bourdeaiix,  who  was  grantee  of  Jean  Baptiste  Solo,  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  aux  Sables,  being  part  and  parcel  of  a  larger  tract  entered  with  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  Si'2,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  Contains,  by  estimation,  fifty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  river  aux  Sables,  extending  in  depth  to  the  lands  of  the  river  Raisins,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Gabriel 
Fontaine,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Jean  Baptiste  Bourdeaux. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Baptiste  Solo  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Francois  Bourdeaux,  who  sold  to  Baptiste  Lafontaine,  from  whom  the 
claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day.  ^    '     " 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  two  following  deeds,  to  wit:  ;  ■  '■ 

Par  devant  le  noiairc  public  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  territoire  de  Michigan,  y  residant,  soiissighe,  fut  present 
le  Sieur  Francois  Bourdeaux,  lequel  a,  par  ces  presentes  leconnoit  avoir  vendu,  quitte,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse, 
des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  aliena- 
tions, et  de  tout  autre  empechement  generalleinent  quelconque,  excepte  le  droit  des  Etats  Unis,  au  Sieur  Jean  Bap- 
tiste Fontaine,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  de  deux  arpents  de  front, 
prenant  par  devant  a,  la  riviere  aux  Sables,  et  joi^nant  en  profondeur  aux  terres  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  bornee 
d'un  cote  par  Gabriel  Fontaine,  et  de  I'autre  cote  a  Jean  Baptiste  Bourdeaux,  avec  tous  lesbatimens,  etautres  fraix 
faites  sur  icelle,  sans  reserve  d'aucune  choses.  Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et 
moyennant  le  prix  et  somme  de  soixante  et  quinze  pounds,  York,  que  le  vendeura  regu,  ettlontilse  tient  content  et 
satisfait,  et  donne  quittance  pour  la  ditte  somme,  et  ainsy  le  dit  vendeur  transport  au  (lit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et 
ayant  cause  ii  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  depropriete,  noms,  raisons,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur 
la  ditte  terre,  s'en  demettant  et  devetissant  en  faveur  du  dit  acquereur,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en 
bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra.  Car  ainsy  sont  convenues  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  ■ 
promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  renongant,  &c.  Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  en  I'etude  du  dit  notaire,  le 
28  du  mois  de  Novembre,  1808,  et  les  parties  ont  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  ont  fait  leurs  marques  ordinaires  pre- 
sence de  temoin. 

FRANCOIS  BOURDEAUX,  sa  x  marque. 
JEAN  BAPTISTE  FONTAINE,  sa  X  marque. 

Medard  Couture,  lemom. 

Charles  F.  Girardin,  Not.  Pub. 

Pardevantle  notaire  publique  pour  le  district  Erie,  territoire  de  Michigan,  y  residant,  soussigne,  furent  pre- 
sents le  Sieur  Jean  Baptiste  Fontaine,  lequel  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  quitte,  et  de- 
laisse, des  maintenant  et  a  toujours^  avec  garantie  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions, 
alienations,  et  de  tout  autre  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  au  Sieur  Jean  Marie  Bourdeaux,  ace  present  et 
acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  de  deux  arpents  de  front,  prenant  par 
devant  a  la  riviere  aux  Sables,  et  joignant  en  profondeur  aux  terres  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  bornee  d'un  cote  par  Ga- 
briel Fontaine,  et  de  I'autre  c6t6  a  Jean  Baptiste  Bourdeaux,  bien  entendu  que  la  garantie  ne  regarde  pas  le  droit 
que  les  Etats  Unis  ont  ou  pourPaient  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  cette  vente  fait  sans  reserve  tel  qu'il  est,  et  dont  ledit 
acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait.  Cetle  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement, 
ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  quantite  de  dix  mille  livres  de  farine,  payable  en  dix  ans,  mdle  livres  par  chaque 
annee,  dont  le  premier  payement  se  fera  dans  le  cours  du  mois  de  Decembre,  de  I'annee  mil  huit  cent  huit.  et  con- 
tinuerad'annee  en  annee  jusqu'au  parfait  payement  sans  interruption,  bien  entendu  que  la  ditte  terre  restera  hypotheque 
jusqu'au  parfait  payement.  ■  Cur  tel  a  ete  convenu  entre  les  dittos  parties,  et  au  moyen  des  conditions  cy-dessus 
remplis,  le  dit  vendeur  transport  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  droits  de  propriete,  noins, 
raisons,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  pourrait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  s'en  demettant  et  devetissant  en  faveur  du 
dit  acquereur,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  etseizine,  par  qu'il  appartiendra.  Car  ainsy 
sont  convenues  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  reiionjaiit.  &c.  Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere 
aux  Raisins,  en  I'etude  du  dit  notaire^  le  28  de  Novembre,  1808,  et  les  parties  ont  declare  ne  savoir  ecrire,  ont  fait 
leurs  marques  ordinaires,  presence  de  temoin. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  FONTAINE,  sa  x  marque, 
JEAN  MARIE  BOURDEAUX,  sa  X  marque. 

Antoine  Couture,  lemoin. 

And  thereupim  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  449;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  450.  Hyacinte  Leduc. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Hyacinte  Leduc,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  289,  under  the  date  of  29th 
November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  Grande  Coulee,  in  rear  by  Otter  creek  lands,  east  by  Joseph  Tuot,  and  west  by  Francois 
Robert. 

Whereupon,  Claude  Couture  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Menard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, anil  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Medard  Labadi,  who  sold  to  the  claimant  eight  years  ago,  who  has  ever 
since  occupied  and  cultivated  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  450;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  451.  Joseph  Bellair.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Bellair  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Register  qfthe  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  beii«  three  arpents  in 
front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  brands  claimed  by 
William  Kiiaggs,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle.  I  claim  title  by  virtueof  possession, 
occupancy,  and  improvements  made  thereon  previous  to  179G,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

JOSEPH  BELLAIR,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lapoy. 

This  tractrcontains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Knaggs, 
.    and  below  by  lands  of  Jacques  and  Fiancois  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Jacob  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  has  cim- 
tinued  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  premises  ever  since  by  tenants. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  tlie  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  451;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  452.  Francois  Cattin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Frangois  Cattin  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  tixe  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit:  -..,•,■. 

•     '-  ■  •     ■     "  To  t/ie  Register  of  the  Land  Office  af  Detroit.      ,    ' 

-Sip:  iiETKOiT,  December  6,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioriers  of  the  Laiid  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  Jean  Charait,  and  west  by  Pierre  Demuse.  I  claim  by  virtue  of 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

,  FRANCOIS  CATTIN,  his  X  mark. 

•  Witness,  Peter  Audrain.         .,■■'.■' 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimatioii,  ofte  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  of  Jean  Charait,  and  west  by  lands  of 
J.  and  F.  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Jacob  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Michael  Cattin  was  in  possessi(m  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to Mallet,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased  about  seven  years  ago, 

who  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  452;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  7,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  453.  Benoit  ChaPoton. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Ben-a'.t  Cbapoton  to  a  tract  of 
land;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  2d  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit; 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Stales^  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  28,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in 
what  is  commonly  called  the  second  concession,  of  two  aipents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  my 
lands,  in  rear  by  those  of  the  United  States,  on  the  northeast  by  the  rear  of  Maurice  Moran's  lands,  on  the  south- 
west by  those  of  Robert  McDougall.  I  claim  title  to  this  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  thereon  by  me  previous  to  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

BENOIT  CHAPOTON. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  the  rear  of  Maurice  Moran's  lands,  and  on  the 
southwest  by  those  of  Robert  McDougall. 

Whereupon,  Robert  McDougall  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  improved  the  same,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  There  is  about  half  an  acre  of  ground  under 
improvement;  a  house  was  built  in  1780,  and  was  burnt  down  two  years  ago;  another  has  been  erected  since;  there 
are  no  fences  at  present  on  the  premises;  the  claimant  has  always  cut  his. firewood  on  the  premises,  and  has  pre- 
•  vented  others  from  doing  so.  , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
,'  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  453;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  ot 
'  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  454.  Robert  McDougall. -;The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Robert  McDougall  to  a  tract  of 
land;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  2d  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  28,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
what  is  commonly  called  the  second  concession,  of  three  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  my 
lands,  and  in  rear  by  those  of  the  United  States,  on  the  northeast  by  the  rear  of  Benoit  Chaputon's  lands,  and  on 
the  southwest  by  those  of  the  estate  Of  the  late  Simon  Campeau,  deceased.  I  claim  title  to  this  tract  of  land  by 
virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  thereon  by  me  previous  to  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

ROBERT  McDougall. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  the  rear  of  Benoit  Cha- 
poton's  lands,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  of  the  estate  of  Simon  Campeau. 

Whereupon,  Benoit  Chapoton  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  improved  the  premises. 
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There  is  half  an  acre  under  improvement;  a  house  was  built  some  years  ago,  and  burnt  down  since;  another  liouse 
was  erected  last  year,  which  is  still  standing;  the  claimant  has  always  cut  his  wood  on  the  premises,  and  has  pre- 
vented others  from  doing  so. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he#iave  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  454;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  455.  Jean  Baptiste  Beaugkand. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beau- 
grand  to  a  tiact  of  land, situate  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  317,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  St. 

Cosme  family's  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  widow  Delille,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Colonel  Francis 
Chabert. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Laferle,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
s\yorn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Bernard  Campeau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  piemises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this 
day.    Twenty-five  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed,  with  a  house  and  an  orchard. 

And  thereupon  it  do(h  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  455;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

TavRSDXY,  December  8,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  456.  Joseph  Menard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Menard  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  la  Grande  Coulee,  near  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  7th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  7,  1808. 

Please  take  notice,  and  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  at  a  place  called  Grande  Coulee,  or  Plaisance,  containing, 
by  estimation, one  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the 
rear  of  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  in  rear  by  the  settlement  of  Otter  creek,  on  the  west  by  the  Miamis  road,  and  on 
the  east  by  Francois  Robert.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me 
thereon  previous  to  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

For  Joseph  Menard,  Sen. 

BAPTISTE  ST.  AMOUR,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafoy. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  the  rear  of  the  lands  of  the  claimant,  in  rear  by  the  settlement  on  Otter  creek,  west  by  the 
Miamis  road,  and  east  by  lands  of  Frangois  Robert. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  St.  Amour  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  had  begun  to  cultivate  part  of  the  tract,  and  built  a  house,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appeal-  to  flie  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  456;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  457.  John  McGregor. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  McGregor  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  St,  Clair;  and  the  notice  filed  7th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sxr:  Detroit,  December  7, 1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St. 
Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Jacques  Toulouxe,  and  southwest  by  Jacob  Thomas.  I  claim  by 
virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  John  McGregor, 

ALEXANDER  HARROW. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Jacques  Toulouze,  and  south- 
west by  Jacob  Thomas. — Postponed  for  evidenced 

No.  458.  Simon  Yax. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  thfe  claim  of  Simon  Yax  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at 
Grosse  Pointe,  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit : 

•  To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  ut  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  8,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  the  farm 
on  which  I  now  live,  situate  at  Grosse  Pointe,  containing  one  arpent  four  perches  and  four  and  a  half  feet  in  front  by 
eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Charles  Rivard,  and 
southwest  by  John  Yax.    I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

SIMON  YAX. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  one  arpent  four  perches  and  fourand  a  half  feet  in  front 

by  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  lands  of 
Charles  Rivard,  and  southwest  by  lands  of  John  Yax. 

Whereupon,  John  Grant  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption.  Twenty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed,  with  a 
dwelling-house  and  stables. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  458;  and  (hat  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No-  459.  Jacques  Lassfxle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
volume  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one 
htindred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlucated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands 
of  Louis  Robidou,  and  on  the  other  by  lands  of  Chrysostome  Viliers. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  w;itness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Demuse  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  or  tenanted  the  premises  to  this  day: 
about  thirty  arpents  are  cultivated;  there  is  a  dwelling-houSe  and  a  barn  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  459j  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  tlie  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  460.  Jacques  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1.  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  bv  one  hundred  in  depth, 

bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  of— Baion,  and  west  by  lands 

of  John  Loveless. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  aaa  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Etienne  Robidou  was  in  possession  ancl  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  tiie  claimant,  who  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to 
this  day:  about  twelve  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  tliatthe  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  460;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  461.  Jacques  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  tiact  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Charles 
Robidou,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  the  widow  Cloutier. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Antoine  Beauregard  was  in'  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated 
every  year  to  this  day:  more  than  thirty  arpents  are  cultivated,  with  a  dwelling-house  and  a  barn  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  461;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  462.  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Fran- 
cois Lasselle  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  37th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  west  by  lands  of  Viliers 
St.  Louis,  and  east  by  lands  of  the  claimants. 

Whereupon,  Jacques  Martin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Amable  Bellair  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  have  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this 
day:  sixty  arpents  are  cultivated,  with  a  dwelling-house  and  out-hnuses  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  462;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  witn  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
I-.and  Office  at  Detroit.  .  .  .  ' 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-mbrfow^  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  Decemfier  9,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment 

No.  463.  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Fran- 
cois Lasselle  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  I,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  bounded  as  follows,  to 
wit,  beginning  on  the  upper  side  at  the  corner  of  William  Robb  and  brother's  lands,  and  running  down  said  river 
three  arpents,  to  the  lands  of  the  claimants'  line  one  hundred  arpents,  thence  a  westerly  course,  three  arpents,  to 
the  place  of  beginning. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
tieposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Foucreau,  ditMissac,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
:df  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  deponent,  who  sold  to  Alexander  Ewings,  from  whom  the 
claimants  have  purchased,  and  have  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day:  thirty  arpents  are  cul- 
tivated, with  a  house,  barn,  and  fruit  trees  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  463;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  464.  Jacques  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  tlie  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Joseph  Bissonet, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Israel  Ruland. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Pouget  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 

f)remises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Batiste  Laplante,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and 
las  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day:  about  forty-five  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  464;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  465.  Jacques  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  three  perches  in  I'ront  by  one  hundred  and 

twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  of  Joseph  Carie,  and 
west  by  lands  of  Amable  Bellair. 
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Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Etienne  Robiduu  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Peter  Audrain,  who  sold  to  Etienne  Navarre,  from  whom  the.  claim- 
ant has  purchased,  and  has  caused  tJie  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day  by  his  tenants:  about  one  hun- 
dreil  and  five  arpents  are  cultivated;  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certiticate  shall  be  No.  465;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantify  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  r^tprnefl  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  ;■>'.•/•■.. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon-  ',;:""  /v,,.  • 

SATtiaDAy,  December  10,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  ■      '    ,       ,    ., 

No.  466.  Antoine  RlvARD.— The  Board  took  into  consideration th6  claim  of  Antoihe  Rivard  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  w^s  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Lund  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  10,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  and  a  half  in  front  by  one  hundred  ami 
twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Whitmore 
Knaggs,  and  below  by  the  heirs  of  Frantois, Menard,  deceased.  1  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  im- 
provements made  by  me.  ,       .  .  .         ■    , 

ANTOINE  RIVARD,  his  X  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain.  .  ..    \ 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  and  a  half  arpents  in  front 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands 
of  Whitmore  Knaggs,  and  below  by  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Francois  Menard,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobln  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  ihat,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  clay:  about  fifty  arpents  are  cultivated;  a  dwellhig-house  and 
barn,  &c.  are  erected. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  pf 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  466;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  467.  Jacques  Lassei.le. — The  Biiard  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  al  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  November.  27,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  and  three  perches  in 
front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by 
lands  of  the  claimant,  and  below  by  lands  of  Baptiste  Lapointe. 

AVhereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Colonel  Antoine  Beaubien  was  in  possession  and  oc- 
cupancy ol  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Captain  Jobin,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased, 
January  9,  1798,  and  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  without  interruption  to  this  day:  about  forty 
arpents  are  cultivated:  there  is  a  house,  barn,  &c.  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  467;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  468.  Francois  Delaille. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Delaille  to  a  lot  of  land,, 
situate  ori  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  333,  under  the  date  of  November  30,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  one  hundred  and  seven  feet,  French  measure,  in  front  by  - — - — feet  in  depth,  beginning  from 
the  river  bank  in  a  northwest  direction,  twenty  teet  measure  aforesaid  in  rear  of  a  small  house  on  the  said  premises, 
which  are  liear  the  meeting-house  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Rivard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  inbehalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  a  house  and  a  shop  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  468;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  469.  jAcquEs  Martin.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Martin,  as  grantee  of  Jo- 
seph Jobin,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  part  and  parcel  of  a  large  tract  of  six  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in 
depth,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  201,  under 
the  date  of  23d  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  Jiundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  both  sides  by  lands  of 
Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  ihe  claimant  vvas  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796, 
and  has  continued  without  interruption  to  this  day:  about  seventy  arpents  are  in  cultivation;  a  house  and  barn  are 
erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  469;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  470.  Gabriel  Fontaine. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Fontaine  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  aux  Sables;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  8th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  ihe  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  8,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  ^yith  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  aux  Sables,  cputaining  two  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river 
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aux  Sables,  in  rear  by  the  river  Raisins  settlements,  west  by  Baptiste  Fontaine,  and  east  by  Josepii  Morisseau. 
I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

GABRIEL  FONTAINE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

Tills  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  fifty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpenfs  in  front  by  twenty-five  iti  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  river  aux  Sables,  in  rear  by  lands  of  river  Raisins  settlement,  west  by  lands  of  Baptiste  Fontaine,  and 
east  by  lands  of  Joseph  Morisseau. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Le  Due  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Solo  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  oAhe  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day:  sixteen  arpents 
are  cultivated,  and  a  house  is  thereon  erected. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

L'an  mil  huit  cent  sept,  le  six  Juin,  avant  midi,  est  present  le  Sieur  Batiste  Solo,  residant  a  la  riviere  aux  Sables, 
paroisse  de  St.  Antoine,  territoire  de  Michigan,  district  d'Erie,  lequel  a  par  ces  presentes  reconnu  et  confesse  avoir 
vendu,  cede,  quitte,et  transporte,des  niaintenaiitet  pour  toujours,  a  Gabriel  Fontaine,  deux  arpents  de  terre  de  front 
sur  vingt-cinq,  plus  ou  moins,  de  profondeur,  a  abuulir  aux  terres  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  sans  en  rien  retenir 
ny  reserver,  tel  quelle  se  poursuit  et  coniporte,  tant  en  terre  labouree  que  labourable,  prairie  et  bois  de  bout  maison 
et  clotures,  &c.  tenant  a  I'ouest  a  Batiste  Fontaine,  et  ;i  I'est  a  Joseph  Morisseau,  pour  prix  et  somme  de  quat're-vingt 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  dont  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  regu  comptant  le  payement,  dont  quitte: 
c'est  pourquui  il  s'est  denante,  dessaisi,  des  maintenantet  pour  toujours,  pour  par  le  dit  acquereur  jouir  et  cultiver  i 
songre,ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  lui  garantissantdetous  troubles,  dettes,  hypotheques  general  lenient  quelconque,  la- 
quelle  ditte  terre  il  a  eu  de  son  heritage,  par  la  mort  de  son  pere  Pierre  Solo;  c'est  pourquoy  il  a  joui  paisiblement'  en 
toute  propriete  a  lui  appartenant,  et  est  autorise  de  la  vendre  et  d'en  disposer  a  son  gre.  En  foy  de  quoy  Vai 
signe  le  present,  par  ma  marque  ordinaire,  presence  de  temoins,  et  a  pose  mon  cachet,  apres  lecture  faitte,  lejour  et 
an  que  dessus. 

JEAN  BATISTE  SOLO,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.I 
GABRIEL  FONTAINE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.l 
JOSETTE  SOLO.  sa   x  marque    [l.  s.] 

Pierre  Doucette, 

J.  PoRLlER  BenAC. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  470;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  bo  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  OflEice  at  Detroit. 

No.  47'1.  Joseph  Jobin,  pre-emption  right.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Captain  Joseph 
Jobin  of  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  9th  instant 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  10,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side 
of  Otter  creek,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing  fifteen  acres,  it  being-  three  acres  in  front  by  five  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  creek,  and  on  every  other  side  by  unlocated  lands. 

JOSEPH  JOBIN. 

Whereupon,  Jacques  Martin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  for  these  nine  years  past,  the  claimant  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same,  and  has  now 
completed  a  grist  mill,  and  is  now  in  possession  of  the  same 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to  the 
above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No-  471;  and  that  he 
return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  12,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  472.  Francis  Chabert.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Colonel  Francis  Chabert  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  177,  under  the  date  of  January  24,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bouniled  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  the  late  Louis  Cousineau,  and' 
below  by  lands  of  Hyacinte  Lajoye. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  ten- 
anted the  premises,  and  has  kept  tenants  on  the  same  without  any  interruption  to  this  day:  about  twenty-seven 
arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  472;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  473.  Jacques  Lasselle.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  toa  tract  ofland, 
situate  on  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume 
1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November.  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east-northeast  by  lands  of  Francois  Lafon- 
taine,  and  west-southwest  by  lands  of  Colonel  Francis  Chabert. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  Francis  Chabert  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  very  valuable  improvements  are  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  473;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  474.  J.  AND  F.  Lasselle.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  and  Francis  Lasselle  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  the  20th  July  last  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  July  20,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  oT 
land,  situate  on  river  Detroit,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  lieptli,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in 
rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Colonel  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Colonel  Chabert.  We 
claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from  whom  we 
derive  title. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Colonel  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  on  the  other 
by  hinds  of  Colonel  Francis  Chabert.. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  Francis  Chabert  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant's,  who,  beingduly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Alexis  Delisle,  deceased,  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  that,  after  his  death,  the  widow  and  children  occu- 
pied the  same  until  they  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  have  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day;  there  are  valu- 
able improvements  thereon. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

TERRrroiRE  DE  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes,  fut  present  dame  veuve  de  feu  Alexis  Delisle,  demeurant  a  la  cote  du  sud-ouest, 
dans  la  paroisse  de  Saint  Anne,  du  district  du  Detroit,  laquelle  reconnoit  avoir  vcndu,  cede,  quitte,  transports,  et 
delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  promet  faii-e  jouir  et  garantir  de  toutes  dettes  et  hypotheques,  dons,douaires, 
evictions,  alienations,  substitutions,  et  de  tous  troubles  generallement  quelconques,  a  Messieurs  Jacques  et  Francois 
Lasselle,  negociants,  demeurant  aussi  a  la  susditte  cote  du  sud-ouest,  a  ces  presentes  acceptants  acquereurs,  pour 
eux,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  ;i  I'avenir,  une  terre  ou  plantation  sise  et  situ'ee  dans  la  ditte  cote  du  sud-ouest,  et 
susdit  district,  consistante  en  deux  arpents  de  front  et  quarante  de  profoudeur,  burnee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  du. 
Detroit,  et  par  derriere  par  les  terres  non  concedees,  au  sud-ouest  par  la  terre  du  Major  Gabriel  Godfroy,  et  au 
nord-est  par  celle  de  Colonel  Chabert  Joncaire;  ensemble  les  batiments  susconstruits,  circonstances,  et  dependan- 
ces,sans  par  la  ditte  vendeusc  en  r'wn  excepter,  reserver,  niretenir,  excepte  un  certain  lotou  emplacement  sur  iequel 
est  batie  la  distillerie  de  Messieurs  Godfroy  et  Beaugrand,  Iequel  emplacement  consiste  de  cent  quatrevingt  doaze 
pieds  de  front  sur  la  ditte  riviere  du  Detroit,  a  prendre  du  bord  de  I'eau,  et  trois  cent  dix  pieds  en  profondeur,  plus 
ou  moins;  que  les  dits  acquereurs  disent  bien  connoitre  et  savoir,  et  dont  ils  sont  contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cinq  cent  cinquante 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  sur  laquelle  somme  la  ditte  veiideuse  reconnoit  avoir  regu  coniptant  cent  pounds, 
moitie  en  argent,  et  inoitie  en  marchandises,  et  deux  cent  vingt-cinq  pounds,  que  les  dits  acquereurs  ont  paye  au 
Sieur  Joseph  Delisle,  pour  une  terre  sise  et  situee  sur  la  riviere  Rouge,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  contenant  trois 
arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  tenant  d'un  cote  a  Jean  Baptiste  Chicot,  et  de  I'autre  cote  a  Alexis 
Cerat,  dit  Coquillard,  dont  la  ditte  dame  Delisle  reconnoit  avoir  regu  possession  avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  et 
dont  elle  dit  etre  contente. 

Quant  aux  deux  cent  vingt-cinq  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  restent  diies  pour  balances  et  entier 
payement  de  la  presents  vente,  les  dits  Sieurs  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle  promettent  et  s'obligent  de  les  payer 
a  la  ditte  dame  veuve  de  feu  Alexis  Delisle,  ses  hoirs,  ou  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  de  la  maniere  suivante,  savoir:  dans 
Tespace  decinq  annees,  k  compter  du  premier  de  Juillet  present  niois,  c'est  a  dire,  cinquante  pounds  au  premier  de 
Juillet,  de  chacune  des  quatres  premires  annees,  et  vingt-cinq  pounds  au  premier  de  Juillet  de  la  cinquieme  annee, 
avec  I'interet  de  sis  pour  cent,  sur  la  totalite  de  la  susditte  somme  de  deux  cent  vingt-cinq  pounds,  ainsy  due,  dont 
inoitie  en  argent  et  moitie  en  marchandises  an  prix  d'argent. 

Les  dits  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle  s'tfugagentet  s'obligent  en  outre  envers  la  ditte  dame  veuve  Delisle,  delui 
batir,  ou  faire  batir,sur  la  ditte  terre,  qu'elle  a  regu  de  Joseph  Delisle,  comme  il  dit  cy-dessus,  une  niaison  de  pieces  sur 
piecesdetrentepiedsdelargesur  vingt-cinq  pieds  de  profondeur,  dix  pieds  de  poteaux  et  couverte  en  bardeaux,  avec 
une  cheminee  double  en  briques  placees  au  milieu  de  ia  ditte  inaison,  les  joints  tires  en  dedans  et  en  dehors,  six  ouver- 
tures  complettes  de  quatie  verres  de  large  et  cinq  de  haut,  une  porte  a  paneaux',  avec  les  pentures,  les  contrevents 
simples  a  queues  d'aronde,  planches  haut  et  has,  celui  d'en  haut  blanche,  et  celuid'enbas  non  blanche,  d(iuble  sole  ;t 
ia  maison,  la  ditte  maisou  sera  divisee  en  quatre  parties  a  cloisons  simples,  avec  trois  portes  dans  les  dits  cloisons. 

Et  pour  surete  du  payement  de  la  susditte  somme  de  deux  cent  vingt-cinq  pounds,  avec  interet  due,  comme  dit 
est,  sur  la  presente  vente,  les  dits  J.  et  F.  Lasselle  ont  de  ce  moment  affecte  et  hypotheque  a  la  ditte  dame  veuve 
Delisle,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  la  ditte  terre  susvendue,  laquelle  restera  aftiicteet  hypotheque  jusqu'au 
parfaitet  entier  payement,  une  obligation  ne  derogeant  a  I'autre. 

Au  moyen  de  ce  que  dessus  et  des  autres  parts,  la  ditte  dame  veuve  d' Alexis  Delisle  a  de  ce  moment  transporte, 
et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  aux  dits  J.  et  F.  Lasselle,  leurs  hoirs,  ayant  cause  il  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de 
propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'elle  a  et  pouvoit  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre susvendiie,  voulant 
et  enteiidant  qu'ils  en  soient  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des 
presentes,  et  qu'il  enjouissent  et  disposent  comme  d'un  bien  justemeut  acquis.  Car  ainsy  sont  conveniies  les  parties 
de  bonne  foy,  &c.  ^     . 

Fait  et  passe  double  entre  les  parties  en  la  maison  de  ki  ditte  veuve  d'Alexis  Delisle,  a  la  cote  du  sud-ouest  sus- 
dit district,  le  ISeme  jour  de  Juillet  1806;  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  de  temoins  apres  que  lecture 
leur  a  ete  faitte  des  presentes. 

MARIANNE  Veuve  DELISLE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
J.  &F.  LASSELLE.  [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de  Chabert  Joncaire, 

Francois  Lafontaine. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  district  of  De- 
troit, the  above  named  widow  Delisle,  and  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  they  all  acknowledge  the  foregoing  instrument 
of  writing  to  be  their  free  and  voluntary  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be 
recorded- 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seul,  the  15th  day  of  July,  1806. 

PE  I'ER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D.  [l.  s.] 

Nous  soussignes,  Alexis  Delisle,  Bienvenu  Delisle,  Joseph  Delisle,  Batiste  Delisle,  Isidore  Delisle,  et  Antoine 

Peltier,  stipulant  pour  mon  epouse  Monique  Delisle,  tous  enfants  et  heritiers  de  defunt  Alexis  Delisle,  notie  pere, 

reconnoissent  avoir  re^u  de  dame  Marianne  Delisle,  notre  mere,  plein  et  entier  payement  de  nos  droits  respectifs  a, 

la  succession  de  notre  susdit  defunt  pere,  etdeclarons  n'avoir  aucunes  pretentions  sur  la  terre  que  la  susditte  dame 

Marianne  Delisle  a  vendu  ce  jour  a  Messieurs  J.  et  F.  Lasselle,  ainsy  qu'ils par  le  contrat  cy-dessus  et  de 

I'autre  part,  et  qu'elle  avait  plein  droits  et  autoiile  de  la  vendre  comme  lui  appartenant  en  propre.   En  foy  de  quoy, 
nous  avous  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  de  temoin,  le  15  Juillet,  1806. 

'    BIENVENU  DELISLE,  sa  X  marque,  [l.  s.] 
ISIDORE  DELISLE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
JOSEPH  DELISLE.  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
JEAN  BAPriSTE  DELISLE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Pour  mon  epouse        ANTOINE  PELTIER,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Signe  et  scelle  en  presence  de  Peter  Audrain,  J.  P. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claiiv.unts  arc  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certilicate  shall  be  No.  474:  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
.surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  475.  jAcquEs  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  two  tracts 
of  land,  situate  on  the  forks  of  river  Ecorces,  now  united  into  one  farm,  which  were  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  farm  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  line 

of  St.  Cosme  family's  lands,  bounded  below  by  lands  of  Batiste  Cicot,  and  above  by  lands  of  Godfroy  and  Beau- 
grand. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  Francis  Chabert  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Isidore  Delisle  and  Bienvenu  Delisle  were  in 
possession  and  occupancy  each  of  a  tract,  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  the  claimant. 

Jean  Batiste  Chicot,  another  witness  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  himself  had  cultivated  the  premises  four 
or  iive  years  previous  to  July,  179C,  and  has  continued  to  this  day  with  the  permission  of  the  claimant,  and  that 
there  are  on  the  premises  a  grist  and  a  saw  mill. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  475;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  476.  George  Meldrum. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  George  Meldrum,  part  his  own 
and  as  grantee  of  William  Park,  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  George  McDougall,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  aux 
Ruches;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  OF  Michigan: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  filates'  Lund  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  December  8,  1808. 

I,  George  Meldrum,  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  in  said  territory  of  Michigan,  do  hereby  give  notice,  and  make 
entry  in  the  Land  Office,  &c.  that  I  claim  to  hold  to  myself  and  heirs,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  of  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  or  thereabout,  situate  upon  Sandy  and  Rocky  creeks,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  and 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States'  lands,  district  of  Detroit;  vvhich  said  tract  of  land  and  premises,  which  I  do 
hereby  give  notice  of  claim,  and  make  entry,  is  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  commencing  011  the  northerly 
side  of  Sandy  creek,  at  the  place  where  the  road  leading  from  Detroit  to  the  State  of  Ohio  strikes  said  creek;  thence, 
with  the  general  course  of  said  road,  about  north  forty-five  degrees  east,  to  a  point  upon  Stony  creek,  to  a  boundary 
below  the  saw  mill  and  northwest  corner  of  land  claimed  by  George  McDougall;  thence,  in  the  same  couise  across 
said  Stony  creek,  below  the  saw  and  grist  mill,  about  twenty-six  rods,  to  a  place  commonly  called  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  four  acre  lot;  thence,  north  forty-five  degrees  west,  twenty-six  rods,  to  the  bank  of  said  Stony  creek;  thence, 
running  up  said  creek,  with  the  meanders  thereof,  one  hundred  and  twenty  Gunter's  chains;  thence,  south  forty-five 
degrees  west,  until  said  line  strikes  the  northerly  bank  of  Sandy  creek  aforesaid;  thence,  down  the  northerly 
side  of  said  Sandy  creek,  following  the  meanders  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The  said  George  Meldrum 
makes  title  and  claims  to  himself  and  his  heirs,  in  and  to  said  tract  of  land  and  premises,  by  virtue  of  a  purchase 
thereof,  and  also  by  virtue  of  long  and  continued  possession,  occupancy,  and  valuable  improvements  made  and  done 
upon  said  premises  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  derives  .title  and  claim  in  and  to  said  premises. 

For  George  Meldrum, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  is  situated  and  bounded  as  in  the  above  notice. 
Whereupon,  Francois  Valiquet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  two  years  and  a  half  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  had  improved 
about  eight  acres  on  a  tract  on  river  aux  Sables,  of  three  acres  by  forty;  that  he  afterwards  sold  his  improvements 
to  McDougall  and  Meldrum,  to  wit,  in  the  year  1799,  until  which  time  he  remained  on  the  premises,  and  also  one 
year  after  he  haa  sold,  as  a  tenant  to  McDougall  and  Meldrum. 

Francois  Navarre,  Esq.  another  witness  sworn  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  of 
Valiquet'improving  the  above  described  tract;  that,  in  January  or  February,  1796,  and  several  times  before,  he,  the  de- 
ponent went  at  the  request  of  Francois  Pepin,  and  forbid  the  said  Francois  Valiquet  to  work  on  said  tract  of  land, 
it  being  claimed  by  said  Francois  Pepin.  That,  immediately  after  said  Francois  Valiquet  left  the  premises,  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Chevre  cultivated  the  same  as  a  tenant  of  Meldrum  and  Park  and  McDougall.  and  remained 
thereon  two  years;  that,  immediately  after,  Mr.  Porlier  Benac  went  and  lived  on  it;  and  since  he  left  it,  the  depo- 
nent saith,  that,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  tenants  have  been  kept  on  the  premises  constantly  to  this  day.  The 
deponent  further  saith,  that  the  improvements  made  by  Valiquet  lay  above  the  road  leading  from  Detroit  to  river 
Raisins,  and  upon  the  northerly  side  of  Sandy  creek;  and  further  knows,  that  the  said  improvements  of  Valiquet 
are  on  the  same  tract  set  forth  in  the  notice  of  the  claimant;  that  there  are  valuable  improvements  thereon,  such  as  a 
saw  mill  and  grist  mill,  houses,  &c. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

This  deed  of  indenture,  of  four  parts,  made  and  executed  at  Detroit  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of 
Michigan,  this  24th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  by  arid  between 
George  McDougall,  of  said  district.  Esquire,  of  the  first  part;  Gabriel  Godlioy,  Sen.  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  yeo- 
man, of  the  second  part;  William  Park,  of  Sandwich,  in  tlie  province  of  Upper  Canada,  merchant,  of  the  third  part; 
and  George  Meldrum,  of  the  district  of  Detroit  aforesaid,  yeoman,  of  the  fourth  part;  witnessetb.  that  the  said 
George  McDougall,  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  William  Park,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  them  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid,  at  or  before  the  seal- 
ing and  delivery  of  these  presents,  by  the  said  George  Meldrum,  the  receipt  whereof  they  do  jointly  and  severally 
acknowledge  to  have  received,  and  him,  the  said  George  Meldrum,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  and 
every  of  them,  by  these  presents,  do  exonerate  and  acquit  therefrom  forever,  have  bargained,  sold,  conveyed,  re- 
leased, and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  bargain,  sell,  convey,  release,  and  confirm,  and  each  according  to 
his  interest  therein,  to  the  said  George  Meldrum,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  that  certain  tract  of  land  and  pre- 
mises, situate  and  lying  in  tlie  district  of  Erie,  in  the  said  territory  of  Michigan,  upon  Stony  and  Sandy  creeks,  and 
containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  more  or  less,  with  the  saw  mill  and  grist  mill,  and  all  other 
buildings  and  improvements  thereon  made,  erected,  and  standing,  and  which  said  tract  of  land  and  premises  is  bound- 
ed and  designated  as  follows,  to  wit:  beginning  on  the  northerly  bank  of  Sandy  creek,  at  a  point  where  the  road  leading 
from  Detroit  to  the  State  of  Ohio  strikes  said  creek;  thence,  following  the  general  course  of  said  road  in  a  direc- 
tion of  north  forty-five  degrees  east  or  nearly  that  point,  to  a  point  or  boundary  on  Stony  creek,  where  said  road  lead- 
ing to  Detroit  crosses  said  creek,  below  or  near  the  saw  and  grist  mill  thereon  erected;  thence,  across  said  creek,  in 
the  same  course,  twenty-six  rods,  to  the  corner  of  what  is  called  the  four  acre  lot;  thence,  north  forty-five  degrees 
west,  twenty-six  rods  or  thereabout;  thence,  south  forty-five  degrees  west,  until  it  strikes  said  Stony  cjeek: 
thence,  running  up  said  creek  upon  the  northerly  side  thereof,  following  the  meanders  thereof,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Gunter's  chains,  more  or  less;  thence,  south  forty-five  degrees  west,  until  it  strikes  Sandy  creek  aforesaid: 
thence,  running  down  the  northerly  side  of  Sandy  creek,  following  the  meanders  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
at  the  crossing  of  the  creek  by  the  road  aforesaid:   to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land  and  premises  above 


456  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [1807. 


described,  with  the  saw  mill  and  gristmill,  buildings,  and  improvements  thereon  erected,  made,  and  standing, 
with  all  anil  singular  the  privileges  and  appurtenances,  of  every  name  and  description,  thereto  belonging  or  apper- 
taining, to  the  said  George  Meldrum,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  to  his  and  their  only  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof, 
foreve".  And  the  said  George  McDougall,  Gabriel  GodlVoy,  and  William  Park,  for  themselves  respectively,  and 
their  respective  heirs,  do  covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  George  Meldrum,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  they 
have  not  either  of  them  done  any  actor  thing  whatsoever,  nor  will  they  do  or  cause  to  be  done  any  act  or  thing, 
whereby  the  right,  claim,  and  interest  of  the  said  George  Meldrum.  his  heirs  and  assigns,  may,  might,  or  can  be 
injured  or  afiected,  in  and  to  said  tract  of  land  and  premises.  And  the  said  George  McDougall,  Gabriel  Godfroy, 
and  William  Park,  do  by  these  presents,  respectively,  in  regard  to  his  own  interest  in  and  to  the  above  described 
premises,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  warranty  the  siiid  premises  to  the  said  George  Meldrum,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
against  themselves  respectively,  and  their  respective  heirs,  and  all  other  persons  claiming  or  to  claim  under  or  through 
them  respectively,  firmly  by  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  all  and  singular  the  above  premises,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  interchange- 
ably set  their  hands  and  seals,  at  Detroit  afoiesaid,  the  day,  month,  and  year,  first  above  written. 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL,    [l.  s.] 
G.  GODFROY,  [l.  s.] 

WILLIAM  PARK,  [l.  s.] 

GEORGE  MELDRUM.       [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 
Solomon  Sibley, 
William  Brown. 

The  claimant  also  exhibited  three  receipts,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Regu  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  30eme  jour  d'Avril,  1799,  du  Sieur  George  McDougall,  une  livre  de  cafe  et 
dix  pounds  en  marchandises,  pour  acquit  de  dix  pounds  qu'il  a  entrepris,  par  son  billet,  de  me  payer  ici,  pour  les 
fraix  que  j'ai  fait  sur  une  de  ses  terres  a  la  riviere  aux  Sables,  et  quand  il  aura  paye  les  vingt  pounds  au  Detroit,  au 
Sieur  John  Askin,  pere,  comme  il  est  convenu,  a  la  sera  pour  acquit  des  trente  pounds  York,  montant  des  fraix, 
estimes,  sous  serment,  par  Joseph  Menard  et  Etienne  Lebeau,  que  j'ai  fait  sur  la  ditte  terre,  et  sera  pour  acquit 
d'icelle  et  de  tous  droits,  &.c. 

FRANCOIS  VALIQUET,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Le  Cavelier,  lemoin. 

Resu  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  sixieme  de  May,  1799,  du  Sieur  George  McDougall,  le  reju  du  Sieur  John 
\skin,  pere,  pour  vingt  pounds,  qu'il  a  recu  des  Sieurs  Meldrum  et  Park,  sur  mon  compte,  lesquelles  vingt  pounds, 
avec  les  dix  pounds  que  j'ai  recu  du  Sieur" George  McDougall.  comme  en  I'autre  part,  sont  pour  acquit  des  fraix  que 
j'ai  fait  sur  une  terre  a  la  rivieie  aux  Sables,  appartenant  au  dits  Sieurs  George  McDougall  et  George  Meldrum. 

FRANCOIS  VALIQUET,  sa  x  marque. 
Temoin. 

Re^u  a  la  riviere  aux  Roches,  le  31er  Aoiil,  1803,  du  Sieur  George  McDougall,  cinq  minotsde  bled  froments  par 
un  transport  chez  Louis  Bernard,  dit  Lajoye,  avec  une  paire  de  taureaux  et  vingt  piastres,  et  une  petitte  terre  que 
j'ai  cede  a,  mon  frere  Batiste,  lequels  sont  pour  acquit  des  fiaix  que  j'ai  fait  sur  une  de  ces  terres  a  la  riviere  aux 
Sables,  plus  haut  que  celle  ou  Monsieur  Benac  reste:  moi,  Louis  Fontaine,  j'ai  fait  ma  marque  ordinaire,apres  lectur 

faitte,  et  pose  mon  cachet  aussi.  r^.-wx-'n  a  ixtp 

LOUIS  FONTAINE,  sa  x  marque. 
En  presence  de  Jean  Bte.  Lasselle,  temoin. 
Postponed. 

No.  477.  jAcquEs  and  Francois  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  and  Francois 
Lasselle  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  the  10th  instant, 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  v/it: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
.^,15.  Detroit,  December  10,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  OflSce  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Raisins,  which  was  tbrmerly  entered  by  ourselves  (claim  No.  31,  in  volume  1,  page  234.  under 
the  date  of  27th  November,  1805,)  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Louis  Cousineau,  deceased,  and  now  sold  to  us 
by  Jean  Duseau,  administrator  to  the  estate  of  said  Cousineau,  as  per  deed  herewith  to  be  recorded-  We  claim 
by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from  whom  we  derive  title. 

JACQUES  AND  FRANCOIS  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  — 7  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  one  perch  in  front  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  and  west  by  lands  of 
the  claimants. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Louis  Cousineau  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  that  Jean  Duseau,  administrator  to  the  estate,  sold  the  same 
to  the  claimants,  who  have  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day:  about  seventy-five  arpents  are  in  cultiva- 
tion, a  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  out-houses  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  d'Erie: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Jean  Duseau,  administrateur  de  la  succession  de  feu  Louis 
Bazil  Cousineau,  lequel  en  sa  ditte  qualite  a  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  trans- 
porte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  promet  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires, 
dettes,  hypothcques,  evictions,  alienations,  substitutions,  et  de  tout  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  (le 
droit  des  Etats  Unis  seulement  excepte,)  a  Messrs.  Jacques  et  Francois  Lasselle,  associes  negotiants  dans  le  territoire 
de  Michigan,  aces  presents  acceptants  acquereurs,pour  eux,  leurshnirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir.une  terre,  ou  plan- 
tation, sise  et  situee  au  nord  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  et  territoire  de  Michigan  susdit,  con- 
sistant  en  trois  arpents  une  perche  et  quelque  pieds  de  front,  autant  de  largeur  par  dei-riere,  sur  cent  vingt  arpents 
de  profondeur,  plus  ou  moins,  etant  la  meme  terre  qui  est  entree  au  bureau  des  terres  pour  les  Etats  Unis  au  De- 
tioit,  au  Horn  de  la  veuve  du  dit  Cousineau,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins,  et  par  derriere  par 
les  terres  non  concedees,  et  a  I'est  et  k  I'ouest  par  les  terres  des  dits  acquereurs,  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre  se 
poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  avec  les  batiments  susconstruits.  le  verger, 
les  clotures,  &c.  que  les  dits  acquereurs  disent  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  ils  sont  contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyenuant  la  somme  de  sept  cent  piastres  ou 
dollars,  monnoye  legalle  des  Etats  Unis,  que  le  dit  administrateur  reconnoit  avoir  re<;u  comptant  des  dits  acque- 
reurs, par  une  deduction  qu'iis  ont  fait  ce  jour  de  la  ditte  somme  du  montant,  que  la  ditte  succession  doit  aux  dits 
sieurs  acquereurs  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  et  dont  il  les  tient  quitte  et  les  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous 
autres. 
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Au  itioyen  tie  quoy,  le  dit  vendeur,  en  sa  ditte  qualite  d'admitiistrateui-  de  la  succession  de  fell  Louis  Bazil  Cou- 
sineau,  a  de  ce  moment  tiansporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transpoite  aux  dits  acquereuis,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayarit  cause 
a  I'avenir,  tous  et  fels  droits  de  propriete,  nonis,  raisons,  et  actions,  et  tons  autres  droits  que  la  ditfe  succession 
a  et  pouvait  a^'oir  surla  ditte  terre  ou  plantation,  s'en  deiiiettant  et  dessaissisant  pour  icelle  k  leurprofitj  vouiaiit  et 
entendant  qu'ils  en  soient  mis  et  demeurent  en  bonne  et  suffisante  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  ap- 
partiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  susdit  district  d'Erie,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  le  huitieme  jour 
d'Avril,  mil  iiuit  cent  six;  etle  dit  Jean  Duseau  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  et  ascelie, 
en  presence  de  temoins,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

JEAN  DUSEAU,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Comme  Jidminislrateitr  de  la  succession  defeu  Louis  Bazil  Coiisineau. 
Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Israel  Ruland, 
Alex.  Ewings,  Jun. 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  d'Erie: 

Est  personnellement  comparu  deva 
la  pais  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  Jean  Dus 
lequel  a  reconnu  que  la  vente  cy-dessus  est 
tel,  il  peut  etre  enregistre  au  dit  district  d' 
a  la  riviere  aux  Raisms,  le  huit  Avril,  1606 


Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  d'Erie: 

Est  personnellement  comparu  devant  moy,  John  Anderson,  ecuyer.  un  des  Magistrats  assignes  pour  tenir 
la  pais  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  Jean  Duseau,  adiiiinistrateur  de  la  succession  de  feu  Louis  Bazil  Cousineau 
lequel  a  reconnu  que  la  vente  cy-dessus  est  sonacte  libre  et  volontaire,  pour  les  raisons  ymentionnees,et  que,  comme 
tel,  il  peut  etre  enregistre  au  dit  district  d'Erie,  ou  partout  ou  besoin  sera.     En  foy  de  quoy,  j'ai  souscrit  m'on  nom 


JOHN  ANDERSON,  J.  P.  D.  E. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  desciibed  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  477;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

.      .  .  Tuesday,  December  13,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  478.  Jacrdes  and  Francois  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Fran- 
cois Lasselle  to_  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  12,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim,  as  grantees 
of  Louis  Robidou,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpeuts  in  front  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  in  deipth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  aux  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconcedeci  lands,  west 
by  our  own  lands,  and  eastby  lands  of  Louis  Robidou.  We  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occup'ancy 
and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from  whom  we  derive  title.  ' 

JACQUES  AND  FRANCOIS  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  of  Louis  Robidou 
and  west  by  lands  of  the  claimants.  ' 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  bein°-  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Robidou  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  have  possessed  and  tenanted  tlie  same  to  this  day: 
about  thirty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  woixls  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  d'Erie: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes,  fut  present  Louis  Robidou,  pere,  cultivateur,  deraeurant  a  la  riviere  aux  Rai- 
sins, dans  le  district  d'Erie,  lequel  a  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transpurte,  et  de- 
laisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  proniet  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  doualres.  dettes,  liypo- 
theques,  evictions,  alienations,  substitutions,  et  de  tout  empcchement  generallement  quelconque,  a  Messrs.  Jacques 

eus 
trie 

joig  .        ^  .  .  ,  , ^.,  „,„.„. ^., 

&c.  circonstiinces,  et  dependauces,  sans  par  le  dit  vendeur  en  rien  excepter,  reserver,  ni  retenir,  que  les  dits  acque - 
reurs  disent  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  ils  sont  contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  soinme  de  cent  cinquante  pias- 
tres, ou  dollars,  monnoye  legalle  des  Etats  Unis,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  recu  des  dits  acquereurs  lors  et 
avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  dont  il  les  tient  quitte  et  les  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  ce,  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  tiansporte  aux  dits  acquereurs 
leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits,  qu'il  a 
et  pouvoit  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  s'en  demettant  et  devetissant  a  leur  profit,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'ils  en  soient 
mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  k  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  le  troisieme  jour  du  niois  de  Juin,  mil  liuit  cent 
huit;  etle  dit  Louis  Robidou  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  en  presence  de  temoins,  apres 

' ;  ,  LOUIS  ROBIDOU,  sa  X  marque,  [l.  s.l 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 

Ph.  Lecuyer, 
Sajviuel  Moore. 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  ss. 

Est  personnellement  comparu  devant  moy,  le  soussigne,  un  des  Juges  a  Pais  dans  et  pour  le  dit  district  d'Erie 
dans  le  territoire  de  Michigan,  Louis  Robidou,  le  susdit  vendeur,  et  a  reconnu  que  la  vente  cy-dessus  est  son  acte 
libre  et  volontaire,  et  que,  comme  tel,  il  peut  etre  enregistre  au  grcffe  du  dit  district,  ou  partjjut  ailleurs  ou  besoin 
sera.    En  foy  de  quoy,  j'ai  signe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  30eme  de  Juin,  A.  D  1808. 

CHRIS.  TUTLE,  /.  P.  D.  E. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant's  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  478;  and  tiiat  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  479.  Jean  Baptiste  Racine.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Racine  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  12,  1808. 

Take  notice  tiiat  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land , 
situate  on  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  hiuds,  above  by  the  lands  of  John  Rhodes,  and  below  by  lands  of  John  Askin.  1 
claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Jean  Baptiste  Raoine, 

J.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty ,arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  John  Rhodes, 
and  below  by  lands  of  John  Askin. 

Whereupon.  Jacques  Lasselle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July  1796,  the  late  Jacques  Ganier  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued^so  until  he  sold  to  George  Sharp,  who  sold  to  Francois  Benome,  who  possessed  the 
same  seven  years,  and  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased  four  years  ago,  and  has  caused  the  same  to  be  culti- 
vated to  this  day:  fifteen  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

Robert  Forsyth,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  was  present  and  saw  the  iate  George 
Sharp,  Esq.  execute  the  deed  above  mentioned  ti)  Francois  Benome,  in  the  year  1796. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  479;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  480.  Jacques  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  2:?4,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  both  sides  by  lands  of  the 

claimant.  .  ■        ,   ,,-    ^   i       i  • 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Hyacinte  Lajoye  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant  the  21st  of  May,  1802,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day, 
has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated:  thirty-six  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  480;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oftice  at  Detroit. 

No.  481.  Jacques  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Hyacinte  Lajoye,  and  below  by 
lands  of  Louis  Lajoye.  .  •    .   i    .r    i-  i      i  • 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behali  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  tenanted  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  su  to  this  day:  about  fifty-four  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  .is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  behave  a  certificate  tliereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.l481;  and  tliat  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  482.  Joseph  Jobin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  to  a  tract 
of  land ,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  vvas  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  200,  under  the  date  of  23d  November,  1805,  and  the  deed  recorded  in  vol.  i, 
page  205,  under  the  date  of  26th  January,  1805.  ,     ,    .^ 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  tour  and  a  halt  arpents  in  front  by  one 
hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of' ,  and  be- 
low by  lands  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle.                                                   .            •    ,    ,    W.   i-   I       ,   •                I       L   •        ,    , 

Whereupon,  Jacques  Lasselle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy,  and  cultivated 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  without  any  interruption  to  this  day:  about  sixty  arpents  are  cultivated;  a  dwell- 
ing-house and  barn  are  erected,  and  there  is  a  bearing  orchard- 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  tliat  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  482;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  tlierein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  483.  J.  and  F.  Jjasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following  to  wit: 

3^0  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gj^.  '  Detroit, /Jecewiier  6,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  about  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  our  own  lands,  and  below  by  unlocated  lands.  We 
claim  by  virtue  of  possession  since  the  year  1793,  and  improvements  made  by  us  to  this  day. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  about  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  the  claimants,  and  below 

by  unlocated  lands,  i  .  .  .     ,   ,   ,i-    r  ^i       i  •       j.       l     u  •        i  i 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  ot  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  werein  possession,  and  tenanted  the  pre- 
mises,'and  have  continued  so  to  this  day:  about  eighteen  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners.that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  483;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  tlie  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  484.  Hubert  Lackoix. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Hubert  Lacroix  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  -25] ,  unde"  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  liont  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  west  by  lands  of  Louis  Lajoye,  and  east  by 
Jacques  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  tlie  1st  July,  1796,  Baptiste  Reaux  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day: 
about  seventy-five  aipents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed;  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  du(h  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  484;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  485.  Hubert  Lacroix.— The  Bokrd  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Hubert  Lacroix  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Laud  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  250,  under  the  date  of  27lh  Novembei-,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  west  by  lands  of  Aniable  Bellair,  and  east  by 
lands  of  the  claimant. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
^worn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,Etienne  Laviollette  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
i.f  the  premises,  and  continued  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day: 
fifteen  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissiuners  t;hat  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  485;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.  u 

No.  486.  James  McGill.-— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  McGill  to  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  withthe  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office,  at  Detroit, 
in  vol.  1,  page  135,  under  the  date  of  19th  November,  180.5. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, acres,  it  being  seven  and  a  quarter  acres  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth, 

situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  bounded  ni  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  both  sides 
by  lands  claimed  by  Isaac  Todd. 

Whereupon,  Thomas  Smith,  E.sq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  the  year  1790,  he,  the  deponent,  surveyed  the  above  described  tract  of  land;  that, 
at  that  time,  Charles  Reaume  was  in  possession  of  part  of  the  tract;  that  he  had  a  horse  mill  and  very  considerable 
impiovements  thereon;  that  afterwards  the  said  Reaume  informed  the  deponent  that  he  had  sold  the  premises  to 
John  Askin,  Esq.;  that,  to  the  best  of  the  deponent's  recollection,  said  Reaume  had  lived  on  the  premises  four  years 
previous  to  surveying  the  land,  and  continued  to  reside  thereon  until  their  posts  were  delivered  up  to  the  American 
Government. 

Israel  Roland,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Charles 
Reaume  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  part  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Askin,  Sen. 
Esq.,  who  kept  possession,  and  tenanted  the  premises  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  generally  kept  tenants 
on  the  premises,  anil  a  tenant  is  now  thereon:  there  is  a  dwelling-house,  a  barn,  a  still-house,  and  other  out-houses, 
erected  on  the  premises:  about  eighteen  or  twenty  arpents  are  under  cultivation.    ' 

Captain  Joseph  Jobin,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  since  Charles  Reaume  left  the  pre- 
mises, Mr.  Askin  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  by  tenants  to  this  day.— Postponed. 

No.  487.  James  McGill. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  McGill  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate -on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  11^5,  under  the  date  of  19th  November.  1S05. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  and  below 
by  lands  formerly  of  Lajoye. 

Whereupon,  Thomas  Smith  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  o.*'  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  before  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  surveyed  the  said  tract  of  land  for  Isaac  Ganier,  who  was  then 
in  possession  of  it,  and  residing  thereon:  there  was  a  house  erected,  and  some  lands  were  cultivated  and  enclosed.  The 
said  Isaac  Ganier  informed  the  deponent  that  the  river  Raisins  settlement  not  answering  his  trade,  he  had  sold  this 
tract  to  John  Askin,  Esquire. 

Captain  Joseph  Jobm.  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Isaac  Ganier  left  the  premises 
previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796;  that  Alexander  Woillet  occupied  the  same  one  or  two  years  after;  and  that,  since 
Woillet  left  the  place,  the  premises  have  never  been  occupied  nor  cultivated. — Postponed. 

No.  488.  John  Askin,  Senior,  Esq.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  .\skin.  Senior,  Esq., 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  138,  under  (he  date  of  19lh  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  by  seventy- 
sis  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  rear  of  the  water  mill  lands,  and  on  every  side  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  there  was  part  of  the  premises  cultivated  by  C'harle's 
Reaume,  who  then  owned  the  whole  farm,  on  which  there  was  a  water  mill;  that  the  mill  was  occupied  until  one  or 
two  years  previous  to  its  being  burnt,  but  that  it  was  ahyays  kept  under  luck  and  key  during  that  time.  The  mill 
wa^  burnt  about  six  years  ago. 

Israel  Ruland,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  that  part  of  the  premises  had  been 
cultivated  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  also  since  that  time  down  to  the  time  the  mill  was  burnt;  the  house 
was  also  burnt  with  the  mill. — Postponed. 

No.  489.  J.  AND  F.  Lasselle.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Regisler  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  13,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  vve  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Pvaisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Raising,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Joseph  Bissonet,  and  below  by  our  own  lands. 
We  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  to  this  day. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Joseph  Bissonet,  and  below  by 
lands  of  the  claimants. 
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Whereupon,  Captain  Josepli  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  have  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption:  about  thirty  arpents  are  in  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  489,'  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  490.  J.  AND  F.  Lasselle. — Tlie  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  aud  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  l"3,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  soutii  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  the  claimants,  and  below  by  unknown  owners. 
We  claim  by  virtue  of  possession  and  improvements  made  by  us. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  the  claimants,  and  below  by  owners 
unknown. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  have  continued  so  to  this  day  without  interruption.  About  sixty  arpents  are  cultivated:  there  are  on 
the  premises  a  house  and  barn,  and  a  bearing  orchard. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  490;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 


No.  14. 


Transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  \ith  day  of  December 
1808,  to  the  26th  day  of  same  month,  inclusively. 

Wednesday,  December  14,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  491.  J.  andF.  Lasselle. — The  Board  tookintoconsideration  theclaimof  J.and  F.Lasselle  toa  tractof  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

Td  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  13,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
laud,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  Jacques  Martin,  and  below  by  our 
own  lands-  We  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from  whom  we 
derive  title. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Jacques  Mar- 
tin, and  below  by  lands  of  the  claimants. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Batiste  I.,aplante  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  have  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  ever  since 
to  this  day:  about  forty  arpents  are  cultivated;  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

•  Detroit,  Comte  de  IVayne: 

Par  devant  Francois  DerruisseauxBellcour,  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  t-esidant  au  Detroit,  fut 
present  le  nomine  Jean  'Batiste  Laplante,  demeurant  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  la  paroisse  de  St.  Antoine,  leque! 
reconnoit  par  ces  presentes  avoir'vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avcc  ga- 
rantle  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  autre  empechement 
senerallement  quelconque,auSieur  Jacques  Lasselle,  marchand,  demeurant  dans  la  cote  du  sud-ouestde  la  paroisse 
de  St.  Anne,  de  ce  district,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  ii  I'avenir,  trois 
terres  sises  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  (ainsy  qu'il  suit,  savoii:)  une  de  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  la  profondeur  ordinaire 
des  autres  terres  voisines,  tenant  d'un  cote  au  ouest  a  Joseph  Bissonet,  et  a  I'est  a  Bazil  Cousineau,  ensemble  une 
maison,  grange,  &c.  et  une  autre  terre  de  trois  arpents  de  front,  sur  le  cote  du  nord  de  la  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins, 
de  trois  arpents  de  front,  aussi  sur  la  profondeur  des  autres  terres  voisines,  tenant  d'un  cote  au  oue^ta  Bazil  Cousi- 
neau, et  a  I'est  au  Sieur  Jacques  Martin,  avec  une  maison,  grange,  &c.  et  en  outre  une  autre  terre  sise  au  nord  de  la 
ditte  riviere  de  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  la  profondeur  des  autres  terres  voisines,  bornee  par  devant  au  bord  de  la 
ditte  riviere,  bornee  d'un  cote  a  Jacques  Martin,  et  du  cote  d'en  has  a  Hyacinte  Lajoye,  avec  maison,  grange,  &c. 
tel  et  aiiVsy  que  les  dittes  trois  terres  se  poursuivent  etcomportent  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances. 
que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre.  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  quatre  cent  vingt-cinq 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  regu  comptant  avant  la  passation  des  pre- 
sentes, dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait,  cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement;  et  au  moyen  de  ce,  le  dit  ven- 
deur a  de  ce  moment  transporte  et  transporte  au  dit  sieur  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avetiir,  tous  et  tels 
droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  les  trois  dittes  terres 
susvendiios,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appjirtien- 
dra  en  vertu  des  dittes  presentes.    Car  ainsy  sont  conveniies  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  en  hi  maison  du  dit  Sieur  Lasselle,  le  vingt-quatre  de  Juin,  1797;  et  ont  les  parties 
siane  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte  suivant  Pordonnance-  _ 

"  ^  JEAN  BATISTE  LAPLANTE.  [l.  s.] 

J.  LASSELLE.  [l.  s.] 

Presence  de 

Pierre  Felix. 

Frs.  Dx.  Bellcour,  Not.  Pub. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,.and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  491;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Ortice  at  Detroit. 

No.  492.  J.  AND  F.  Lasselle.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  J.  and  F.  Lassetle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  yesterday  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  (if  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  13,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  west  by  our  own  lands,  and  east  by 
lands  of  Jacques  Martin.  We  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those 
from  whom  vve  derive  title. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  west  by  lands  of  the 
claimants,  and  east  by  lands  of  Jacques  Martin. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Batiste  Bonvoulloir  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Batiste  Laplante,  from  whom  the  claimants  have  purchased, 
and  have  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day:  about  seventy-five  arpents  are  cultivated;  there 
are  on  the  premises  a  dwelling  house  and  barn,  and  a  bearing  orchard. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  492;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit. 

No.  493.  J.  AND  F.  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

jfo  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  13, 1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Hubert  Lacroix,  and 
below  by  our  own  lands.  We  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from, 
whom  we  derive  title. 

J.  &  F.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixtjr  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Hu- 
bert Lacroix,  and  below  by  lands  of  the  claimants. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jacques  Prudhomme  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  have  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated 
every  year  to  this  day:  about  seventy-five  arpents  are  cultivated;  a  dwelling-house  is  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  493;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  494.  Hubert  Lacroix. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Hubert  Lacroix  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  13th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  12,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Etienne  Laviolette,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Joseph 
Bissonet.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive 
title. 

For  Hubert  Lacroix, 

J.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in. 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Etienne  Laviolette, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Joseph  Bissonet. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly- 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Duseau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  always  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day:  about 
thirty  arpents  are  cultivated;  there  are  a  house,  barn,  &c. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Par  devant  le  temoin  soussigne  fut  present  le  Sieur  Jean  Francois  Dusault,  habitant,  laboureur,  de  (la  paroisse 
St.  Antoine,  riviere  Raisins,  du  district  Sargent,  et  comte  de  Wayne,  lequel  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporfe, 
et  par  ces  preseutes  vend,  cede,  et  transporte  a  Monsieur  Hubert  Lacroix,  marchand,  de  la  susditte  paroisse,  du 
susdit  district  de  Sargent,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a.  I'avenir,  avec 
garantie  de  toutes  dettes,  hypotheques,  dons,  douaires,  accessions,  ou  alienations,  et  de  tout  trouble  generalleraent 
quelconque,  une  terre,  ou  ferme,  sise  et  situee  au  sud  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  susdit  district,  et  susdit  comte 
de  Wayne,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  largeur  sur  quarante  arpents  de  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte 
riviere  aux  Raisins,  et  par  derriere  aux  terres  non  concedees,  tenant  d'un  cote  a  la  terre  d'Etienne  Laviolette,  et 
de  I'autre  cote  a  celle  de  Joseph  Bissonet,  avec  une  maison,  et  grange,  et  autres  batiments,  avec  les  clotures,  sans 
par  le  dit  vendeur  en  rien  reserver  que  la  possession  de  la  maison,  et  d'une  partie  de  la  terre  jusqu'apres  la  recolte, 
et  la  grange  pour  mettre  du  grain,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait 

Cette  vente,  cession,  et  transport,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  quarante  pounds,  cours  de  la 

Nouvelle  York,  payable  en  trois  annees  en  marchandises,  ou  farine,  au  choix  du  dit  vendeur,  savoir:  cinquante 

pounds  York  payable  par  cinq  milliers  de  farine  pour  I'annee  presente,  cinquante  pounds  York  payable  dans  le 

cours  d'Avril,  en  farine,  au  prix  courant  dans  I'annee  1802,  et  la  teste  du  payement,  qui  sera  quarante  pounds 
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York  a  pareil  mois  dans  I'aunee  1803,  aussi  en  iarine,  au  prix  courant.  Et  poui-  surete  des  susdits  payeraents, 
le  dit  Sieui- Hubert  Lacroix  a  hypotheque,  et  par  ces  preseutes  hypotbeque,  au  ditJean  Francois  Dusault,  ses 
hoirs  et  ayant  cause,  la  terre  cy-dessus  mentionnee  et  decntte,  laquelle  terre  le  dit  Sieur  Hubert  Lacroix  ne 
peut  vendre,  donner,  ou  eiigager,  sous  quelque  pretext  que  ce  soit,  qu'apres  que  le  dernier  des  payenients  aura  ete 
fait  au  dit  Jean  Francois  Diisault,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  ainsy  sont  convenu  les  parties  de  bonne  (oy.  Fait  et 
passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  susdit  district  Sargent,  le  18eme  jour  du  mois  de  Mars,  de  I'annee  rad  huit 
cent  un:  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle,  en  presence  de  temoin. 

JEAN  FRANCOIS  DUSAULT,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
HUBERT  LACROIX.  [l.  s.] 
Etienne  Dubois,  iemoin. 
CoMTE  DE  Wayne,  District  de  Sargent: 

Sont  personnellement  comparu  devant  moi,  le  soussigne,  un  des  Magistrats  assignes  pour  tenir  la  pais  pour  et 
dans  le  comte  de  Wayne,  les  susnommes  Hubert  Lacroix,  Jean  Francois  Dusault,  et  Marie  Anne  Ro,  lesquelles  ont 
reconnu  que  le  contrat  cy-dessus  est  bien  leur  acte,  avec  leurs  signatures,  et  leurs  cachets,  et  que,  comme  tel,  il  peut 
etre  ernegistre  au  greffe  du  dit  comte.    En  toy  de  quoy,  j'ai  souscrit  mon  nom,   a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  18eme 

''^  ^^^^<'^'''-  FRANCOIS  NAVARRE,  J.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  494;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  495.  William  Knaggs. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William Knaggs  to  a  tract  of  land. 
situate,  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  13th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and 

figures  following,  to  wit:  ^n     ,     t,     ■  ,        c.i     r      j  r,a:        ,  n  ,     ■, 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gjjj.  Detroit,  Decemher  13,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
and  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  about  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  ot  Thomas  Knaggs,  and  below  by 
lands  of  Whitmore  Knaggs.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me,  prior  to 
the  first  July,  1796.  For  William  Knaggs, 

inenrsijuiy,  1/  J.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  about  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Thomas  Knaggs,  and 
below  by  lands  of  Whitmore  Knaggs.  ■    i    i    ir    f +i,      i  •        *      i       u-       j  , 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premis'es,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption.     He  has  built  an  excellent  dwelling-house  on 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  495;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No  496.  Louis  Leduc.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Leduc,  as  grantee  of  Gabriel 
Chene'  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office'atDetroit,ii)vol.2,page256,  under  the  date  of  28th  February,  1805.  ,     ,•      •      ,     .u  .    .u     o. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  extending  m  depth  to  the  St. 

Cosme  family's  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Claude  Campeau,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  ot  Charles  Labadi. 

Whereupon  Alexis  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Gabriel  Chene  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  ss.  ,  ,     ,-  ^  •  .   i    n  .    v     **      v  ■     j    a,-  i  • 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  lut  present  Gabriel  Chene,  du  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan, 
lequel  a  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  etdelaisse,  des  a Ipresent et  a  tou- 
iours  avec  garantie  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  hypotheques,  et  de  tout  einpechemeut  quelconque,  excepte 
de  la' part  des  Etats  Unis  de  I'Amerique,  a  Louis  Leduc,  a  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et 
avant  cause  a  I'avenir,  uue  terre  ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  a  la  riviere  Rouge,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  terri- 
toire de  Michigan,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  la  riviere  Rouge,  et  s'etendant  en  profondeur  jusqu'a  la 
li^iie  des  terres  de  la  famille  Saint  Cosme;  bornee  d'un  cote  par  Charles  Labadi,  et  de  I'autre  cote  par  la  terre 
que  Toussaint  Chene  a  vendu  a  Claude  Campeau;  tel  que  la  ditto  terre  ou  plantation  se  poursuit  et  comporte 
de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content 
et  satisfait  Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  etmoyennant  la  somme  decent  pounds, 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et  s'oblige  de  payer  de  la  maniere  suivante,  savoir:  dix 
pounds  payes  comptant  lors  de  la  signature  des  presentes,  et  les  quatre  vingt  dix  pounds  restantes  en  neuf  annees  cou- 
secutives,  sans  interet,  c'est  a  dire  dix  pounds  chaque  annee,  jusqu'au  parfait  et  entier  payement,  et  pour  surete  du 


nt  transporte,  et  par  ces  preseiues  uanspui  ic  .lu  un,  ai,4ucicui,  ace?  hkhc^,  ci.  ajaui.  i^auoc  a.  i  avcuu,  i«uo  ^<.  ici-. 
lits  de  propriete.  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pil  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre  ou  plantation, 
dant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu 


ransport 
droits  de 

des  preaentesr  Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  28eme  jour  du  mois  de  Ma'y,^  m'll  huit  cent  huit,  et  les  parties  ayant  de- 
clare ne  savoir  signer  ont  fait  leurs  marques  ordinaires,  en  presence  de  temoins,  apres  que  lecture  leur  a  ete  taitte  des 
presentes.  GABRIEL  CHENE,  [l.  s.] 

LOUIS  LEDUC,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 

Pierre  Audrain, 
Francis  M.  Audrain. 

Territory  or  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  District  of  Detroit,  the 
above  named  Gabriel  Chene  and  Louis  Leduc,  and  both  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  ito  be 
their  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded.  In  testimony  whereof, 
I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  at  Detroit,  the  28th  May,  1808.  pg-pgR  AUDRAIN  J  P  D  D 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  496;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veye'd,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  497.  Claude  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  corisiileration  the  claim  of  Claude  Campeau,  as  grantee  of 
Toiissaint  and  Pierre  Chene,  to  a  tiact  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  256,  under  the  date  of  28th  February,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents.  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  and  extending  to  the  line  of  the 

Sf.  Cosme  family's  land,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Gat)riel  Godfroy.  and  on  the 
other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Lcduc. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  swoin, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Toussaint  Chene  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Pierre  Chene,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased,  who  has  possessed  and 
cultivated  the  same  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  is  erected  on  the  premises. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  two  deeds  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Territoire  dk  Michioan,  District  du  Detroit,  ss. 

Par  devant  le  temoin  soussignd  fut  present  Toussaint  Chene,  du  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Mi- 
chigan, lequel  a  reconnu,et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoii-  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  a  present  et 
■.<.  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  h}-po(heques,  et  de  tout  empechement  generallement 
quelconque,  excepte  de  la  part  des  Etats  Unis  de  rAmei-ique,  a  Pierre  Chene,  son  frere,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant 
acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoiis,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  ou  plantation  sise  et  situee  a  la  riviere  Rouge, 
dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  la  riviere  Rouge, 
et  s'etendant  en  profondeur  jusqu'a  la  ligne  des  tcrres  de  la  famille  St.  Cosme,  bornee  a  I'ouest  a  la  terre  de  Ga- 
briel Godfroy,  et  a  I'est  par  la  terre  de  Gabriel  Chene,  tel  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts, 
circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connohre,  et  dont  il  est  content  etsatisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  ct  delaissemenf,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somrae  de  deux  cent  pounds, 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  tlit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  requ  comptant  du  dit  acquereur  lors  et  avant  ia 
passation  des  presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  ct  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres.  Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit  Tous- 
saint Chene  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  Pierre  Chene,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pil  avoir 
sur  la  ditte  terre  ou  plantation  susvendiie,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine, 
par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  apparfiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes.  Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  vingt-septieme  jour  dti 
mois  de  May,  mil  huit  cent  huit;  et  le  dit  Toussaint  Chene  a  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  de  temoin,  apres  lecture 
faitte. 

TOUSSAINT  CHENE.  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 

Robert  Abbott. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  district 
of  Detroit,  Touissaint  Chene,  the  iibove  grantor,  and  acknowledged  that  he  had  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the 
foregoing  instrument  of  writing  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  at  Detroit,  the  27th  May,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  ss. 

Par  devant  le 'temoin  soussigne  fut  present  Pierre  Chene,  du  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan, 
lequel  areconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  eta 


Rouge,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  la  riviere 
Rouge,  s'etendant  en  profondeur  jusqu'a  la  ligne  desterres  de  la  I'araille  St.  Cosme,  bornee  a  I'ouest  par  la  terre  de 
Gabriel  Godfroy,  et  a  I'cst  par  la  terre  de  Gabriel  Chene,  tel  que  laditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts, 
circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  etsatisfait. 
Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissenient,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  quatre-vingt 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  recu  comptant  du  dit  acquereur  lors  et 
avant  la  passation  des  presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres.  Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit 
Pierre  Chene  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  I'avenir.  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pu  avoir 
sur  la  ditte  terre  ou  plantation,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy 
qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  2eme  jour  du  mois  de  Juin,  mil  huit  cent  huit;  et  le  dit  Pierre  Chene  a  signe  et  scelle 
en  presence  de  temoin,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

PIERRE  CHENE.  [l.  s.] 
Signe  scelle,  et  delivr^,  en  presence  de 

Francis  M.  Audrain. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  Pierre  Chene,  the  above  grantor,  and  acknowledged  that  he  had  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  foregoin" 
instrument  of  writing  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  at  Detroit,  the  10th  day  of  June,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  497;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantify  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No-  498.  Francois  Navarre,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Navarre,  Esq.  to 
a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  and  on  which  he  now  lives,  being  part  and  parcel  of  the 
tract  No.  1,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page 
226,  under  the  date  of  28th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  about  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Colonel  John  Ander- 
son, and  below  by  the  highway. 

\Vhereupon,  Jacques  Lasselle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  there  are  very  valuable  improvements  on  the  premises;  a  dwelling-house,  barn, 
and  orchard,  and  a  grist-mill,  and  about  ninety  arpents  are  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  \yhich  certificate  shall  be  No.  498;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  499.  Isidore  Navarre. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Isidore  Navarre  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  being  part  and  parcel  of  the  tract  No.  1,  which  was  entered  by  Francois 
Navarre  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  226,  under  the  date  of 
28th  January,  1805. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  deptli, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Francois  Navarre,  Esq.,  and  below 
by  lands  of  Jacques  Navarre. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  vifas  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.  There  are  on  the  premises  a  dwelling-house,  a  barn,  and  about  forty  ar- 
pents in  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  ol 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  499;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  500.  Jacques  Navakre. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Navarre  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  being  part  and  parcel  of  the  tract  No.  1,  which  was  entered  by  Francois 
Navarre  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  226,  under  the  date  of  28tli 
January, 1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Isidore  Navarre,  and  below  by 
the  highway. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and' said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  are  erected  thereon,  and  about  sixty  arpents 
are  in  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  500;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  501.  Jean  Baptiste  Leblanc. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Leblanc 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  13th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  December  6,  1808. 

You  will  please  to  take  notice  that  Jean  Baptiste  Leblanc,  by  his  agent,  Simon  Jacob,  makes  entry  with  the 
commissioners  of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  within  the  district 
of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  being  three  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  deptli,  bounded  in  front 
by  said  river,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  John  Askin,  and  on  the  other  side  by  unlocated 
lands.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  along  and  uninterrupted  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvement. 

For  Jean  Baptiste  Leblanc, 

SIMON  JACOB,  his  X  mark. 

Witness,  Joseph  Watson. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  John 
Askin,  and  on  the  other  side  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Jacob  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jacques  Jacob  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  deponent,  who  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the 
same  to  this  day.     About  ten  arpents  are  cultivated. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Par  devaut  le  temoin  soussigne  fut  present  Jacques  Jacob,  fils,  du  district  Sargent,  et  comte  de  Wayne, 
lequel  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  et  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  vend,  cede,  et  transporte  a  Simon  Jacob,  son 
frere,  du  susdit  dist:'ict  Sargent,  a  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  avec 
garantie  de  toutes  dettes,  hypotheques,  dons,  douaires,  accessions,  et  alienations,  de  la  part  du  dit  vendeur,  une 
terre  ou  ferme,  sise  et  situee  au  sud  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  paroisse  de  St.  Antoine,  dans  le  susdit  district  et  sus- 
dit comte  de  Wayne,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,^  bornee  par  devant  par  la 
ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins,  et  par  derriere  par  les  terres  non  concedees.  tenant  d'un  cote  li  la  terre  de  Jean  Askin, 
et  de  I'autre  cote  par  une  terre  appartenante  aux  nations,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  coniioitre,  et  dont  il  est 
content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  et  transport,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  soinme  de  cinquante  pounds,  cours  de  la 
Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  recu  du  dit  acquereur.  II  est  de  plus  convenu  entre  les  parties, 
que  si  les  Etats  Unis  s'emparent  de  la  ditte  terre,  le  dit  Simon  Jacob  n'aura  rien  a  demander  au  dit  Jacques  Jacob, 
ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  et  qu'il  encourt  les  risques  de  cette  part  la. 

Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  susdit  district  de  Sargent,  et  comte  de  Wayne,  le  cinquieme  jour 
de  Juillet,  de  I'annee  mil  huit  cent;  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  de  temoin. 

JACQUES  JACOB,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
SIMON  JACOB,  sa  x  marque,    [l.  s.] 

Etienne  Dubois,  temoin. 

[lescribed  tract 
cause  the  same 

„, .  .^  _-,, „  ,- .  .^ ,  -, ,  ,  I  to  the  Register 

of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 


And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  de 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  501;  and  that  he  cai 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  502.   Rene  Marsao. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Rene  Marsac  to  a  tract  of  la 
lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 


To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  14,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing, 
by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  lake,  and  in 
rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  of  Fran^-ois  Marsac,  and  southwest  by  lands  of  N.  Patenaude.  I  claim 
title  to  this  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  by  those  from  whom 
I  derive  title. 

RENE  MARSAC,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Reuben  Attwater. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  boundeil  in 
front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  of  Francois  Marsac,  and  southwest  by  lands 
of  N.  Patenaude. 


1807.]  LAND   CLAIMS   IN   THE   MICHIGAN  TERRITORY.  455 

Whereupon,  Charles  Goiiin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Gagetant  Marsac  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  since  that  time  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same: 
there  is  a  dwelling-house  on  the  premises,  and  about  thirty  arpents  are  cultivated. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

L'an  milhuit  cent,  et  le  vingt-quatrieme  jourdu  mois  de  Septembre,  fut  present  Gagetant  Marsac,  du  district  de 
Hamtramck,  dans  le  conite  de  Wayne,  et  territoire  des  Etats  Unis  nord-ouest  de  la  riviere  Ohio,  lequel  reconnoit 
avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  a  Rene  Marsac,  son  fre're,  du  dit  district 
de  Hamtramck,  ii  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pourlui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  I'erme,  ou  plan- 
ation,  sise  et  situee  dans  le  susdit  district  de  Hamtramck,  consistant  en  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  pro- 
fondeur,  bornee  en  haut  par  le  Capitaine  Frangois  Marsac,  et  en  bas  par  la  ferme  de  Josette  Tremble,  femme  de 

Pateiiaude,  avec  les  batiments  susconstrui'ts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  con- 

noitre,  et  dont  il  dit  etre  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  soixante  pounds, 
cours  de  ia  Nouvelle  York,  egalle  en  valeur  ii  quatre  cent  dollars,  monnoye  legalle  des  Etats  Unis,  que  le  dit  ven- 
deur  reconnoit  avoir  recu  comptant  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  presentes.  Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit  vendeur  a  de 
ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  tons  et  teis  droits 
de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  et  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  generallement  quelconque,  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur 
la  uitte  terre,  ou  plantation,  s'en  demettant  et  devetissant  ii  son  profit,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en 
bonne  possession  et  sei'/.ine,  ainsy  et  par  qu"il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes.  Le  dit  vendeur  garantie  au 
dit  acquereur.  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  la  ditte  ferme  ou  plantation  exempte  de  toutes  dettes  et  hypotheques,  et  de 
tout  trouble  generallement  quelconque.  Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  dans  I'etude  du  prothonotaire.  le  jour,  mois,  et  an 
que  dessus,  et  le  dit  Gagetant  Marsac  a  signe  et  scelle. 

GAGETANT  MARSAC.  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 

Peter  Audrain,  Prothonotaire. 
Wayne  County,  ss. 

Personally  came  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  the 
said  county  of  Wayne,  the  within  named  Gagetant  Marsac.  and  acknowledged  the  within  instrument  of  writing  to 
be  his  free  and  voluntary  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  at  Detroit,  the  24th  day  of  September,  1801. 

JAMES  MAY,  /.  C.  C.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  502;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  503.  Jacques  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  14th  instant  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  14, 1S08. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  IVoiif 
by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  my  own  lands,  and  below  by  John  Askin,  Esq.  I  claim  by 
virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

J.  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents.  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  below  by 
lands  of  John  Askin,  Esq. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Jean  Babtiste  Lapointe  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Laplante,  from  whom  the  claimant  has 
purchased,  and  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  to  this  day:  about  twelve  arpents  are  in  cultivation. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Par  devant  le  temoin  soussigne  fut  present  Jean  Batiste  Laplante,  commer^ant,  et  residant  a  la  riviere  aux 
Raisins,  dans  le  district  de  Sargent,  et  comte  de  Wayne,  lequel  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse. 
des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  tout  trouble,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  et 
alienatioiis,  et  de  tous  autres  empechements  generallement  quelconque,  a  Jacques  Lasselle,  riegociant  dans  le  district 
du  Detroit,  et  susdit  comte  de  W'ayne,  ii  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a,  I'avenir. 
une  terre  sise  et  situee  au  nord  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  de  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  arpents  de  profondeui, 
bornee  pardevant  par  la  ditte  riviere,  et  par  derriere  par  les  terres  non  concedees,  tenant  d'un  cote  a  Antoine  Beau 
bien,  et  de  I'autre  cote  it  Jean  Askin,  Esq.  avec  tous  les  batiments  susconstruits,  ainsy  que  le  tout  se  comporte  de 
toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 
Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  pounds,  cours  de  la 
Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  re5U  comptant  du  dit  acquereur,  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  pre- 
sentes, I'en  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres.  Au  moyen  de  ce  le  dit  Jean  Batiste  Laplante  a  de  ce  moment 
transporte  au  dit  Jacques  Lasselle,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete  qu'il  a  ou  pouvait  avoir  sur 
la  ditte  terre;  voulant  et  entendant  ^u'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  ainsy  et  par  qu'il  appartiendra 
en  vertu  des  presentes.  Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  dans  I'etude  du  prothonotaire  du  ditcomte.de  Wayne.  leSleme  jour 
de  May,  de  l'an  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent;  et  le  dit  vendeur  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  et  a  scelle  apres  lecture 
faitte  des  presentes. 

JEAN  BTE.  LAPLANTE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Peter  Audrain,  Prothonotaire. 

Comte  de  Wayne,  ss. 

Est  personnellement  comparu  devant  moi,  le  soussigne,  un  des  Juges  a  Paix  dans  et  pour  le  comte  de 
Wayne,  Jean  Batiste  Laplante,  et  a  declare  que  la  vente  cy-dessus  est  son  acte  volontaire,  et  que  comme  tel  il  peut 
etreenregistre.     En  foy  de  quoy,  j'ai  souscrit  men  nom,  au  Detroit,  le  31  de  May,  1800. 

'    FRANCOIS  NAVARRE,  J.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  503;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  tlie  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  504.  Jacques  Jacob.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Jacob  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 


466.  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [ISO". 

To  the  Register  of  the  Lund  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  hy  rivei'  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Charles  Drouillard.  and  on 
the  other  by  one  Baudin.  [  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those 
from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Jacques  Jaoob, 

JACQUES  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  bun- 
dled and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of 
Charles  Drouillard,  and  on  the  other  by  lands  of  one  Baudin. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Jacob  was  brought  forv/ard  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  tci  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Etienne  liaviolette  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jean  Dusault.  who  sold  to  Etienne  Jacob,  who  has  sold  to  the  claimant, 
who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day.  A  house  is  erected  on  the  premises,  and  about  twelve  arpents 
are  cultivated. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  le  Sieur  Etienne  Jacob,  lequel  reconnoit  et  confesse  avoir  de  son 
bon  gre,  et  sansaucunecontrainte,  vendu,  cede,  quitte.  transport e,  et  delaisse,  duSeme  jourde  Janvier, eta toujours, 
et  promet  (aire  Jouir  et  garantir  de  tons  troubles  et  empechements,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  et  autre 
empechement  generallement  quelconque,  au  Sieur  Jacques  Jacob,  son  ills,  a  ce  present  etacceptant,  a  lui,  ses  hoirs, 
et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  de  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  sise  et  situee  a  la  riviere 
aux  Raisins,  le  long  du  lac  Erie,  de  ce  district,  tenant  d'un  cote  du  sud  a  la  terre  de  Charles  Drouillard,  et  du  cote 
du  nord  a  celle  de  Baudin,  avec  une  maison,  et  etabie,  cloture,  &c.  ainsy  que  le  tout  se  poursuit  et  cimiporte  de 
toute  part  et  de  (bnd  en  comble.  Le  dit  vendeur  se  reserve  un  emplacement  d'un  demi  arpent  de  front  sur  un  de 
profondeur,  et  un  morceau  de  terre  de  quoy  semer  trois  arpents  de  bled  d'Inde.  et  trois  minots  de  bled  fromefit,  Le 
dit  acquereur  dit  avoir  vu  et  visite  la  ditte  terre,  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait.  Cette  vente,  transport,  et  delaisse- 
ment,  ainsy  fait  pour  etmoyennant  la  quantite  de  cent  cinquante minots  de  bled  froment,  paye  en  six  annees,  a.  com- 
mencer  dans  le  cours  de  Decembrede  cette  memeannee,  etvingt-cinq  minots  par  chaque  annee  afinirau  pared  mois 
de  mil  huit  cent  trois.  Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit  sieur  vendeur  a  transporte  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  dont  il  s'est  par  ces  pre- 
sentes  dessaisi,  demi  et  denanti  au  profit  du  dit  acquereur,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  pos- 
session et  suffisante  seizine,  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  dits  presentes,  a  commencer  dans  le  cour  du 
present  mois.  Car  ainsy  sont  convenu  les  parties  de  bonne  fny,  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  renoncant,  &c. 
Fait  et  passe  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  3eme  jour  de  Janvier,  I'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre  vingt  dix-huit,  et  ont  les 
dits  vendeur  et  acquereur  declare  ni  savoir  signer  de  ce  enquis,  ont  iiiit  leurs  marques  ordinaires,  et  scelle  apres 
lecture  laitte  suivant  I'ordonnance,  ainsy  ont  signe. 
Temoins. 

Joseph  Carier,  sa  x  marque.  ETIENNE  JACOB,  pere,  sa  x  marque. 

Jean  Dusault,  fils,  sa  X  marque.  JACQUES  JACOB,  fils,  sa  x  marque. 

Hyaointe  Lajoye,  sa  x  marque.  MAGDELAINE  GAUDET,  sa  x  marque. 

ETIENNE  DUBOIS. 

Le  dit  vendeur  se  reserve  les  animaus  et  la  chaine  pour  lui  labourer  la  terre,  qu'il  a  reserve  sur  le  present  contrat 
et  pour  tous  ses  propres  travaux. 

Detroit,  February  24,  1798. 
W^yne  countv,  ss. 

Personally  came  before  me,  James  May,  Esq.  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  viz:  Etienne 
Jacob,  Sen.  who  acknovi-ledges  the  within  to  be  his  act  and  deed,  lor  the  purposes  therein  contained. 

JAMES  MAY,  /.  C.  C.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  504;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  OtKce  at  Detroit. 

No.  505.  Jean  Baptiste  Petit. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Petit  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  63,  under  the  date  of  9th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Michael  Duchene,  and  oti 
the  other  side  by  lands  of  Mr.  Bellenger. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Couiparet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Francois  St.  Bernard  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Louis  Petit  Clair,  who  sold  to  Louis  Maure,  from  whom 
the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  occupied  the  same  until  the  year  1804,  when  the  deponent  left  that  part  of  the 
country. 

Nicholas  Valne,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  that  the  claimant  has  been  in 
possession  and  occupancy  since  the  year  1804  to  this  day. 

And  (hereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  505;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oifice.at  Detroit. 

No.  506.  Charles  Nicholas  Gouin,  Jun. — The  Board  took  info  consideration  the  claim  of  Charles  Nicholas 
Goiiin,  to  a  tract  of  laiid,  situate  at  Gross  Point,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  276,  under  the  date  of  February  2,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  and  eighteen  feet  in  front  by  forty  arpents 

in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  Jean  Batiste  Rivard's 
lands,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Benjamin  Marsac. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Goiiin,  Sen.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Francois  Duchene  was  in  possession,  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  'the  same  to  this 
day:  a  dwelling-house  iserected  thereon,  and  about  forty  arpents  are  cultivated,  with  a  bearing  orchard. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  506;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  507.  jAcquEs  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit.: 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Raisins,  containing  three  aipents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,' 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  lear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  Captain  Jobin,  and  above  by  my  own  lands' 
I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JACQUES  LASSELLE. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  of  Captain 
Joseph  Jobin,  and  above  by  lands  of  the  claimant. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  beiii"  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Louis  Bernard,  dit  Lajoye,  was' in  po'ssession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Antoine  Beaugrand,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  pur- 
chased, and  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house,  barn,  &c.  are  erected  thereon  and 
about  thirty  arpents  are  in  cultivation. — Postponed.  ' 

No.  508.  Amable  Bellair. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Amable  Bellair  to  a  tract  of  land' 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  in  his  behalf  by  Joseph  Jobin  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  tlie  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  by  one'huudred 
in  rear,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  above  by 
land  of  the  late  Francis  Menard.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me 
or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title.  ^ 

For  Amable  Bellair, 

JOSEPH  JOBIN. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth' 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  lands  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  above  by 
lands  of  the  late  Francis  Menard,  deceased. 

Whereupon,  Captain  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the' claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  a  house  and  barn  are  erected  thereon,  and  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  508;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  * 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

„       ,  .        ,,,.,,.  Thursday,  December  15,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  m  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  509.  Gabriel  Godfroy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Colonel  Gabriel  Godfroy  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Lamf 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  295,  under  the  date  of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  five  hundred  arpents,  it  being  five  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  lands  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  above  by 
lands  of  the  claimant- 

Whereupon,  Francois  Navarre,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  beingduly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Medard  Couture  was  in  possession  anil  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  since  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day:  about  fif- 
teen arpents  are  cultivated. 

Ami  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  509;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  510.  Francois  Cattin.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Cattin  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  14th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and' 
figVires  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  1  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth.  I  entered  with  the 
former  commissioners  the  forty  arpents  in  depth;  (see  vol.  1,  page  213,  date  25th  November,  1805,)  and  I  now  claim 
the  forty  arpents  back  adjoining,  by  virtue  of  possession  and  improvements  made  prior  to  the  1st  July,  1796.  and 
continued  to  this  day.  ' 

FRANCOIS  CATTIN,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Jacques  Jacob,  and  below  by 
lands  of  William  Knaggs. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Jacob  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who.  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Charles  Drouillard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Francois  Durgeot,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  pos- 
sessed and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day;  that  improvements  were  made  on  the  forty  acres  back,  previous  to  the 
1st  July,  1796,  by  cultivating  and  enclosing  thirteen  arpents,  by  Charles  Drouillard;  that  the  deponent  kept  him  to 
plough  the  same;  and  that  the  claimant  has  continued  cultivating  the  said  thirteen  arpents  since  the  time  he  pur- 
chased to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  510;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  tlie  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  511.  Antoine  Robert.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Robert  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  334,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  of  Richard  Pattinson,  and  west  by  lands 
of  the  late  Robert  Irwin,  deceased 
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Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  daimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  has  cuiitiniied  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption;  a  house  and  out-houses  aic  erected  thereon: 
six  arpents  are  cultivated,  with  a  bearing  orchard. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  511;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  512.  Meldrtim  and  Park.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  the  9th  instant  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

The  honorable  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Board  for  the  territory  of  Michigan: 

Please  take  notice  that  I  do  enter  in  your  office  a  tract  of  land,  lying  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins, 
at  the  entry  of  said  river,  bounded  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  easterly  on  lake  Erie,  and 
on  said  river  westerly,  containing  about  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

For  Meldrum  amp  Park, 

GEO.  MELDRUM. 

This  tract  cimtains  about  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  is  bounded  south  by  lands  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  east 
by  lake  Erie,  west  by  river  Raisins. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forwaid  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  several  years  previous  to  the  1st  July.  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  by  tlieir  tenants,  and  have  continued  to  this  day:  about  fifty  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  whicli  certificate  shall  be  No.  512;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  December  17,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  513.  Louis  Laforge. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Laforge  to  a  tract  of  land,  situ- 
ate at  Jj'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  17th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by 
lake  St.  Clair,  ni  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  Jean  Batiste  Pare,  and  below  by  Batiste  Dubey.  I  claim  by 
virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  ine  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

LOUIS  LAFORGE,  his  -f  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Jean  Batiste  Pare,  and  below  by 
lands  of  Batiste  Dubey. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day,  without  any  interruption:  about  ten  arpents  are  cultivated;  there  are  a 
dwelling-house,  barn,  and  a  bearing  orchard  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  abovedescribed  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  513;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Lana 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  514.  Francois  Mouton. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Mouton  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  16th  December  by  Joseph  Voyer,  in  his  behalf, 
was  reail  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  William  Knaggs,  and  above  by  unconceded  lands.  I 
claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Francois  Mooton, 

JOSEPH  VOYER. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  bv  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  of  William  Knaggs,  and  above  by  un- 
conceded lands. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Batiste  Reaume  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  remained  on  the  same  two  or  three  years.  Louis  Gornon  took  possession,  and  remained  thereon  about 
two  or  three  years.  Amable  Bellair  took  possession  and  remained  thereon  three  years;  and  since  that  time  the  claim- 
ant took  possession,  and  has  lived  on  it  g()ing  on  four  years:  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  arpents  are  cultivated;  there  are 
a  dwelling-house  and  stables  erected.— Postponed. 

No.  515.  Francois  Laviolette.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Laviolette  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  16th  instant  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  the  same  depth  as  the  adjoining 
farms,  to  wit,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above 
by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  below  by  Francois  Cattin.  dit  Baron.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  im- 
provements made  by  nie  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

FRANCOIS  LAVIOLETTE,  sa  -f  marque. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Ga- 
briel Godfrey,  and  below  by  lands  of  Francois  Cattin,  dit  Baron. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  lorward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  .lames  Knaggs  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Etienne  Jacob,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  possessed  and 
occupied  the  same  to  this  day.  This  tract  has  always  been  cultivated:  about  thirteen  arpents  are  cultivated;  a 
house  and  stables  are, erected  thereon. — Postponed. 

No.  516.  Rachel  Knaggs. —The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Rachel  Knaggs  to  a  tract  of  land,  situ- 
ate on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  the  16th  instant  by  Joseph  Voyer,  in  her  behalf,  was  read 
in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit:  1 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
on  which  I  have  lived  these  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  two  and 
three-fourths  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded 
lands,  above  by  Giles  Barns,  and  below  by  Thomas  Knaggs.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  im- 
provements made  by  me. 

For  Rachel  Knaggs, 

JOSEPH  VOYER. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  arpents,  it  being  two  and  three-fourths  arpents 
in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of 
Giles  Barns,  and  below  by  lands  of  Thomas  Knaggs. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  any  interruption:  a  house,  store,  stables,  &c.  are  erected  thereon;  about  twelve 
arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  516;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  517.  Abijah  AND  Jesse  Hunt. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Abijah  anid  Jesse  Hunt 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  the  12th  instant  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  of  the   United  Stales,  in  the  District  of  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  8,  1808. 

Messrs.  Abijah  and  Jesse  Hunt  hereby  give  notice,  and  make  entry  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  that  they  claim  to  have  and  to  hold  a  certain  tract  of  hind,  as  tenants  in  common, 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  within  the  territory  of  Michigan,  and  district  of  Detroit,  containing  twelve 
acres  Prench  measure,  in  front  upon  said  riVer  Raisins,  and  sixty  acres  French  measure  in  depth,  more  or  less, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  and  in  rear  by  other  lands  claimed  by  the  said  Abijah  and  Jesse  Hunt,  on 
the  upper  side  by  a  farm  formerly  in  possession  of  J.  B-  Labonte,  alias  Laplante,  on  the  other  side  by  other  lands  of 
the  claimants,  the  same  being  lands  formerly  claimed  and  owned  by  Louis  Cousineau,  or  Cousinault,  and  Bissonet, 
and  by  them  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  which  said  land  and  farms  by  mesne  conveyances  came  into  the  possession  of 
the  claimants.  The  claimants  also  set  up  title  to  said  farm  and  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements  in  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  claim  &c.,  and  pray  to  be  confirmed  in  said  title,  &c. 

For  Messrs.  Abijah  and  Jesse  Hunt, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  .dgent  and  Attorney. 

This  tract  is  part  of  a  tract  of  land  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  73,  under  the  date  of  12th  November,  1805,  and  which  was  lying  at  the  time  in  that  part 
of  the  country  where  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  twelve  arpents  in  front  by  sixty 
in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by'lands  of  the  claimants,  on  the  lower  side  by  one  Dubreuil's 
farm,  now  in  possession  o/' James  Moore,  and  on  the  upper  side  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimants. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  ana  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Bissonet  was  in  possession  of  one  tract,  which  lie  after- 
wards sold  to  Ruland,  who  sold  to  Louis  Bond,  from  whom  the  claimants  purchased;  that  Antoine  Beaubien  was 
in  possession  of  the  second  tract  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  who  sold  to 
Louis  Bond,  from  whom  the  claimants  have  purchased,  that  Jean  Baptiste  Lapointe  was  in  possession  of  the  other 
tract  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  who  sold  to  Louis  Bond,  from  whom  the  claimants  have 
purchased.  The  deponent  said  that  James  Moore  doth  cultivate  part  of  the  said  tract  now  claimed  (about  seven  and 
a  half  arpents)  which  he  saith  has  been  cultivated  since  the  year  1796. — Postponed. 

No.  518.  Abuah  and  Jesse  Hunt. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of  Abijah  and  Jesse  Hunt 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  12th  instant  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Slates^  Land  Office  for  the  District  of  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit, /)ecef«6er  6,  1808. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  that  Messrs. 
Abijah  and  Jesse  Hunt  make  entry  of  claim  and  title  as  tenants  in  common  to  a  certain  farm  ortract  of  land,  situate 
within  the  territory  of  Michigan,  and  district  of  Detroit,  upon  the  south  side  of  the  river  Raisins,  in  said  district, 
being  fourteen  arpents  in  front  upon  said  river,  fifty-five  arpents  in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  upon  said 
river,  on  the  lower  side  by  a  farm  formerly  claimed  by  Dubreuil,  now  possessed  by  Mr.  James  Moore,  in  rear  by 
lands  of  claimants,  and  on  the  upper  side  by  other  lands  of  claimants;  the  same  being  formerly  claimed  and  pos- 
sessed by  Jean  Baptiste  Laplante,  Antoine  Beaubien,  and  Etienne  Bissonet,  and  by  them  sold  to  [srael  Ruland; 
which  said  farm  or  tract  of  land  has  by  mesne  conveyances  come  into  the  possession  of  the  claimants:  they  set  up  title 
and  claim  to  said  farm  or  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  by  themselves, 
or  those  under  whom  they  claim,  made  and  had  thereon,  and  others,  &c.  They  pray,  therefore,  that  said  farm  or  tract 
of  land  may  be  confirmed  to  them. 

For  Abijah  and  Jesse  Hunt,  Claimants, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  .^gent  and  Attorney. 

This  tract  is  part  of  a  tract  of  land  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  73,  under  the  date  of  12th  November,  1805,  and  which  was  lying  at  that  time  in  that  part 
of  the  country  where  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being;  twelve  arpents  in  front  by  sixty 
in  depth,  boundeil  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  lands  of  the  claimants,  on  the  upper  side  by  a  farm  formerly 
of  Jean  Baptiste  Labonte,  now  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  on  the  lower  side  by  lands  of  tiie  claimants. 

Whereupon,  AntoineBoulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Etienne  Bissonet  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  one  tract,  until  he 
sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  who  sold  to  Louis  Bond,  who  sold  to  the  claimants.  That  Louis  Cousineau  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  two  tracts,  until  he  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  who  sold  to  Louis  Bond,  from  whom  the  claimants 
have  purchased.  The  deponent  saith  that  about  ten  arpents  are  cultivated  on  the  upper  side  of  this  claim,  next  to 
the  farm  now  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  have  continued  to  be  cultivated  every  year  from  1796  to  this  day: 
a  house  and  stables  were  formerly  on  the  premises;  the  house  is  now  burnt,  the  stables  remain. — Postponed. 

No.  519.  Jean  Duseau,  administrator,  &c. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Duseau,  as 
administrator  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Louis  Cousineau,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of 
river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  17th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim,  as  administrator 
to  the  estate  of  the  late  Louis  Cousineau,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  con- 
taining five  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by 
unlocated  lands,  above  by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  below  by  Charles  Lajoye.  I  claim  b^  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Jean  Duseau,  Administrator,  ^c. 

ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Jun. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  five  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and  below 
by  lands  of  Charles  Lajoye. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Baptiste  Laplante  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  late  Louis  Cousineau,  deceased,  who  possessed  the  same  until 
he  died;  since  which  time,  the  said  Jean  Duseau  has  tenanted  the  same  for  the  heirs:  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated, 
and  there  is  a  grist-mill  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  dotli  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant,  as  administrator,  is  entitled  to  the  above  de- 
scribed tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  519;  and  that  he  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  520.  Amable  Bellair. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Amable  Bellair  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  Otter  creek;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  17tli  December  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  Otter  creek,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in 
rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  below  by  my  own  lands,  and  above  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  oc- 
cupancy, and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Amable  Bellair, 

ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Jun. 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  about  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  below  by  my  own  lands,  and  above  by  unlocated 
lands. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  that  he 
began  to  cultivate  the  same  two  years  after,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  eighteen  or  nineteen  arpents  are  culti- 
vated and  enclosed;  there  are  no  buildings  on  the  premises,  and  never  were. — Postponed. 

No.  521.  William  Knaggs. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Knaggs  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Rasins;  and  the  notice  filed  17th  December  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  Francois  Baron,  and  below  by 
Joseph  Bellair.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I 
derive  title. 

For  William  Knaggs, 

ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Jun. 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Francois 
Baron,  and  below  by  lands  of  Joseph  Bellair. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  beingduly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Etienne  Laviolette  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  until  he  sold  to  Paschal  Bissonet,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has 
tenanted  the  same  these  eight  years  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  521;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  522.  Jean  Baptiste  Robidou. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Robidouto  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  17th  December  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  sixty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  and  west  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Jean  Baptiste  Robidou, 

ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Jun. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  sixty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  and  west  by  lands  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Bouiard  was  brou.sht  forward  as  a  witnessin  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Chrysostom  Villars  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Hubert  Lacroix,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased;  that  this  tract 
has  been  constantly  cultivated  since  1796  to  this  day:  forty  or  fifty  arpents  are  cultivated;  a  house,  barn,  and  stables, 
are  erected,  and  an  orchard  planted  thereon. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  two  deeds  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  Chrysostom  Villars  and  Josette  Villars,  his  wife,  of  the  riveriRaisins,  in 
the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  us  in  hand 
paid  by  Hubert  Lacroix,  of  the  river,  district,  and  territory  aforesaid,  the  receipt  whereof  we  do  hereby  acknow- 
ledge, have  sold,  bargained,  transferred,  aliened,  and  confirmed,  and  do,  by  these  presents,  sell,  bargain,  transfer, 
alien,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Hubert  Lacroix  all  our  right,  title,  claim,  and  interest,  in  and  to  a  certain  farm,  lot, 
tract,  or  parcel  of  laud,  situate,  lying,  and  being,  on  the  north  side  of  said  river  Raisins,  and  bounded  as  follows,  to 
wit:  soutlierly  and  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  on  the  western  side  by  the  lands  and  tenements  of  Jacques  and  Fran- 
cois Lasselle,  in  rear  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the  eastern  side  also  by  lands  claimed  by  said  Jacques  and  Francois 
Lasselle,  consisting  of,  or  containing,  three  arpents  in  front,  and  running  sixty  arpents  in  rear,  be  the  same  more  or 
less:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  farm,  lot,  tract,  or  parcel,  of  land  to  the  said  Hubert  Lacroix,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  with  the  house,  out-houses,  barn,  stables,  fences,  and  improvements,  and  all  and  singu- 
lar of  the  appurtenances  and  privileges  thereunto  in  anywise  belonging,  to  have  antf  to  hold  forever.  And  we,  the  said 
Chrysostom  Villars,  and  Josette  Villars,  his  wife,  do,  by  these  presents,  warrant  and  forever  defend  the  said  premises 
against  the  claim  or  claims  of  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  and  from  the  claim  of  all 
and  every  other  person  or  persons  whatever,  (the  claim  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  only  excepted,)  free 
and  clear  from  all  bonds,  mortgages,  judgments,  conveyances,  or  prior  sales,  of  whatsoever  name  or  nature. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  not  knowing  how  to  write,  have  caused  our  names  to  be  written,  have  made  our  com- 
mon mark,  and  have  hereunto  afiixed  our  seals,  at  river  Raisins  aforesaid,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

CHRYSOSTOM  VILLARS,  his  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 
JOSETTE  VILLARS,  his  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  after  being  read  and  duly  understood,  in  presence  of  us, 
Christ.  TuTtE, 
John  Burbank. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Erie: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Hubert  Lacroix,  of  the  river  Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  five  hundred  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in 
hand  paid  by  Jean  Batiste  Robidou,  of  river,  district,  and  territory  aforesaid,  the  receipt  whereof  I,  the  said  Hu- 
bert Lacroix,  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  sold,  bargained,  transferred,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do 
sell,  bargain,  transfer,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Robidou  all  my  right,  title,  claim,  and  interest  in 
and  to  a  certain  farm,  lot,  tract,  or  parcel  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  northern  side  of  said  river 
Raisins,  and  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  southerly  and  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  on  the  western  side  by  the  lands 
and  tenements  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  in  rear  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  eastern  side  by  lands  also 
claimed  by  said  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  consisting  of,  or  containing,  three  arpents  in  front,  and  running  sixty 
arpents  in  depth,  or  near,  be  the  same  more  or  less:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  farm,  lot,  tract,  or  parcel  of  land, 
with  the  house,  out-houses,  barn,  stables,  fences,  and  improvements,  and  all  and  singular  of  the  appurtenances  and 
privileges  thereunto  in  anywise  belonging,  to  have  and  to  hold  forever.  And  I,  the  said  Hubert  Lacroix,  do,  by 
these  presents,  warrant  and  forever  detend  the  said  premises  against  the  claims  of  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, and  assigns,  and  against  the  claims  of  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  (the  claim  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  only  excepted,)  free  and  clear  from  airbonds,  mortgages,  or  judgments,  or 
prior  sale,  of  whatsoever  name  or  nature. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  River  Raisins  aforesaid,  this 
29th  day  of  November,  1808. 

HUBERT  LACROIX.  [i..  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of  us, 
Christ.  Tutle, 
John  Burbank. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  532;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  523.  Gabriel  Godfrot,  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideratiim  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Sen.  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  southwest  side  of  river  Rouge;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  17th  instant  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
southwest  side  of  river  Rouge,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  fifty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northwest  by  lands  of  Jacques  and 
Francois  Ijasselle,  and  on  the  southeast  by  lands  of  Fran^pis  Lafontaine.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  me  previous  to  1796,  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northwest  by  lands  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselle,  and  southeast  by 
lands  of  Francois  Lafontaine. . 

Whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duty  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Redmond  Condon  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  1799,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to 
this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  523;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

^loKOAy,  December  19,  180S. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  December  20,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
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No.  524.  The  legal  heirs  of  Joseph  Voyer,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
kgalheirs  of  Joseph  Voyer  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  river  Rouge;  and  the  notice  filed  15th  June  last  by- 
Joseph  Voyer,  agent  in  their  behalf,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  June  15,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim,  as  agent  and 
attorney  for  the  heiis  of  the  late  Joseph  Voyer,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Rouge,  containing  three 
arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  lands  of  the  St.  Cosme  family,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Rouge, 
above  by  lands  of  John  Conely,  and  below  by  lands  of  Louis  Vesure,  dit  Laferte  I  claim  and  make  title  by  virtue 
of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements,  made  by  the  late  Joseph  Voyer  or  those  from  whom  he  derived  title. 

JOSEPH  VOYER.  .5g^en<. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  extending  in  depth  to  the  St. 

Cosme  family's  lands,  bounded  in  I'ront  by  river  Rouge,  above  by  lands  of  John  Conely,  and  below  by  lands  of  Louis 
Laferte,  Jun. 

Whereupon,  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Sen.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jacob  Young  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premised,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  late  Joseph  Voyer,  deceased,  in  the  year  1797,  who  possessed  and 
occupied  the  same  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  claimant,  as  agent  and  attorney  of  the  legal  heirs,  has  tenanted 
the  same  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  are  erected  on  the  premises,  and  forty  arpents  are  in  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  524;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oflice  at  Detroit. 

No.  525.  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Sen.  and  his  children. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel 
Godfroy,  Sen.  in  behalf  of  his  children,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  river  Rouge,  entailed  to  his  children  by  his 
father,  the  late  Jacques  Godfroy,  deceased,  as  per  deed  here  annexed,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  181,  under  the  date  of  25th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  St. 

Cosme  line,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Miniche  Labadi,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands 
now  claimed  by  Claude  Campeau. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Chene  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimaht  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day,  and  that  the  premises  have  been  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day:  ten  arpents  are 
in  cultivation,  and  a  dwelling-house  is  erected  thereon. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Pro.  Hadt  Canada,  Detroit,  District  de  VOuest: 

Par  devant  Francois  Deruisseaux  Bellcour,  notaire  au  Detroit,  y  residant,  et  temoins  soussignes,  fut  present  le 
Sieur  Jacques  Godfroy,  pere,  demeurant  dans  la  cote  du  sud-ouest  de  laparoisse  de  Ste.  Anne,  de  ce  district,  lequel  re- 
connoit  par  ces presentes avoir,  de  son  bon  gre,  quitte,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec 
garantie  de  tons  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tous  autres  empechements 
generaUement  quelconque,  au  Sieur  Gabriel  Godfroy,  son  fils,  demeurant  aussi  dans  la  cote  et  paroisse  susdittes, 
ace  present  et  acceptant,  pour  en  jouir  enusufruit  sa  vie  durante  seulement,  unarpent  de  terre  de  front  sur  quarante 
de  profondeur,  sise  et  situee  au  nord  de  la  riviere  du  dit  Detroit,  tenant  d'un  cote  a  I'est-nord-est  a  la  terre  du  feu 
Alexis  Bienvenu  Delisle,  et  du  cote  I'ouest-sud-ouest  a  celle  du  dit  acceptant,  de  meme  que  deux  esclaves,  sept 
bcEuls  et  yaches,deux  chevaux,  quatre  cochons,  une  charrette  garnie,  une  chaine  complette,deux  haches,deux  pioches, 
un  harnois,  deux  iits  garnis,  une  marmitte.  une  poele  ii  frire,  une  douzained'assiettes,  sixcuilliers  et  six  fourchettes 
d'argent,  uu  goblet  d'argent,  et  plusieurs  autres  meubles  de  menage;  voulant  et  entendant  le  dit  Sieur  Jacques  God- 
froy, que  son  dit  fils,  Gabriel  Godfroy,  jouisse  du  dit  arpent  de  terre  et  des  dites  batiments  susconstruits,  ainsy 
que  des  autres  articles  susmentionnes,  sa  vie  durante,  comme  dit  est,  sans  pouyoir  ny  vendre,  engager,  ou  echanger 
les  dits  biens,  sous  aucune  pretexte  que  ce  soit,  ni  d'aucune  maniere  que  ce  puisse  etre;  et  apres  la  mort  du  dit  Ga- 
briel Godfroy,  le  dit  arpent  de  terre,  et  les  autres  biens  susmentionnes,  appartiendront  aux  enfants  du  dit  Gabriel 
Godfroy,  a.  qui  le  dit  Sieur  Jacques  Godfroy,  leur  grand-pere,  donne  le  tout,  ainsy  q'une  terre  sise  a  gauche  en 
montant  la  riviere  Rouge,  tenant  d'un  cote  a  Miniche  Labadi,  et  de  I'autre  cote  a  Toussaint  Chene,  et  par  der- 
riere  joignant  les  terres  de  St.  Cosme;  le  tout  pour  etre  partage  entre  eux,  egallement,  voulant  qu'ils,  ou  leurs 
hoirs,  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  en  jouissent  et  disposent,  comme  d'un  bien  a  eux  appartenant,  aussitot  apres  le  deces 
de  leur  pere,  le  dit  sieur  donateur,  leur  grand-pere,  leur  transportant  a  cet  effet,  tous  droits  de  propriete,  noms. 
raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  en  et  sur  les  dits  biens,  a  eux  donnees  par  ces  presentes, 
et  qu'il  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  dits  presentes. 
Cette  donaison  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  a  la  charge  par  le  dit  Gabriel  Godfroy,  pour  I'usufruit  des  dits  biens,  de 
loger,  nourrir,  coucher,  chauffer,  et  eclairer  le  dit  sieur  Jacques  Godfroy,  son  pere,  sa  vie  durante,  de  le  bien  traiter 
tant  en  sante  qu'en  maladie,  et  auquel  cas  de  maladie,  de  le  soigneret  faire  soigner,  comme  il  convient,  et  de  lui 
fournir  toutes  les  douceurs  necessaires:  et  lors  qu'il  plaira  a  Dieu  de  disposer  de  lui,  de  le  faire  inhumer  decem- 
ment,  et  de  faire  dire  cinquante  messes  basses  pour  le  repos  de  son  ame.  ce  dont  le  dit  Gabriel  Godfroy  se  charge 
d'executer  poncluellement.  Car  ainsy  sont  expressement  convenu  les  parties,  de  bonne  foy,  promettant  et  obli- 
geant,  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  dans  la  province  du  Haul  Canada,  en  la  maison  de  residence  des  dits  sieurs  dona- 
teur et  donataire,  le  quinzieme  jour  de  Juin,  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-quinze,  avant  midi,  et  ont  signe  et  scelle, 
apres  lecture  faitte  suivant  I'ordonnance,  ainsy  sisne  a  la  minute. 

GODFROY. 

Presence  de  .  ,         GAB.  GODFROY. 

J.  Bt£.  Cicotte, 
Jacques  Godfroy,  Fils. 
tKS.  Dx.  Bkllcour,  Notaire  Public,  [l.  s.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  and  his  children  are  entitled  to  the  above 
described  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  525;  and  that  they 
cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No-  526.  Antoine  Lasselle,  Jun. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Lasselle,  Jun.  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  19th  instant  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  19,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  bv  one  hundred  and  twenty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Robert  Tonton  Na- 
varre, and  below  by  lands  of  Antoine  Campeau.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements 
made  by  me  or  those  Irom  whom  I  derive  title. 

ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Jun. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Robert,  dit 
Tonton  Navarre,  and  below  by  lands  of  Antoine  Campeau. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Batiste  Couture  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Etienne  Navarre,  who  sold  to  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselie,  from 
whom  the  claimant  has  purchased  and  has  possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day:  about  eiglity  arpents  are  cul- 
tivated; a  valuable  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  a  number  of  out-houses  are  erected  thereon. — Postponed. 

No.  527.  J.  AND  F.  Lasselle.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  J.  and  F.  Lasselie  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  19th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  19,  1808. 

Take  notice  th.it  we  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  nortli  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  two  avpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  our  own  lands,  and  below  by  Alexis  Lorranger.  We 
claim  by  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  previous  to  the  1st  July, 
1796,  and  continued  down  to  this  day. 

For  J.  and  F.  Lasselle, 

ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Junior. 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  the  claimants,  and  below  by  lands 
of  Alexis  Lorranger. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Bourdon  was  in  possessionandoccupancy  of  the  premises,  as 
tenant  of  the  claimants,  who  have  caused  the  premises  to  be  cultivated  every  year  without  interruption  to  this  day: 
twelve  arpents  are  cultivated,  &c. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  0!' 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  527;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  528.  The  heirs  of  Catharine  Godfroy,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
heirs  of  Catharine  Godfroy,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Rocky  river;  and  the  notice  filed  19th  instant  by 
Gabriel  Godfroy,  in  their  behalf,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  19,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
Rocky  river,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  four  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by 
one  hundred  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  Swan  creek  or  unlocated  lands,  on  the 
south  and  east  by  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  north  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimants.  We 
claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  thereon  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and 
continued  to  this  day. 

For  the  heirs  of  the  late  Catharine  Godfroy, 

G.  GODFROY. 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  four  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  one 
hundred  in  depth,  and  is  bounded  as  in  the  notice  above. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Solo  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Gabriel  Godfroy  had  Fili  Desnoyer  and  Pierre  Dufour  as 
tenants  on  the  premises,  and  has  continued  to  cause  the  same  to  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day:  more  than  twenty 
arpents  are  cultivated. — Postponed. 

No.  529.  The  heirs  of  Catharine  Godfroy,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
heirs  of  Catharine  Godfroy,  deceased,  to.a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Rocky  river;  and  the  notice  tiled  19th  instant  by 
Gabriel  Godfroy,  in  their  behalf,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  19,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  Rocky 
river,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  four  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  Swan  creek,  or  unlocated  lands,  on  the  south  and  east 
and  north  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimants.  We  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  im- 
provements made  thereon  previous  to  the  year  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

For  the  heirs  of  the  late  Catharine  Godfroy, 

G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  anil  fifty  arpents,  it  being  four  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by 
one  hundred  in  depth,  and  is  bounded  as  in  the  notice  above. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Gabriel  Godfroy  had  tenants  on  the  premises,  and  has  continued 
to  cause  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day:  ten  or  twelve  arpents  are  cultivated,  and  a  house  erected 
thereon. — Postponed. 

No.  530.  The  heirs  of  Catharine  Godfroy,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
heirs  of  Catharine  Godfroy,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Rocky  river;  and  the  notice  filed  19th  instant  by 
Gabriel  Godfroy,  in  their  behalf,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  DETR0iT,.Z>ec«n6er  19,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
Rocky  river,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  four  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  one 
hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  Swan  creek  or  unlocated  lands,  on  the  south  and  east, 
north  and  west,  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimants.  We  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments made  thereon  previous  to  the  year  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

For  the  heirs  of  Catharine  Godfrov, 

G.  GODFROY. 
This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  four  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by  one 
hundred  in  depth,  and  is  bounded  as  in  the  notice. 
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Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Gabriel  Godfroy  had  tenants  on  the  premises;  that  Brock, 
one  of  the  tenants  has  been  cultivating  the  same  these  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  that  this  tract  has  been  cultivated 
every  year  to  this  day:  a  house  and  barn  are  erected,  and  about  sevenacres  are  cultivated. — Postponed. 

No.  531.  The  heirs  of  Catharine  Godfroy,  deceased.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  another  claim  of 
the  heirs  of  Catharine  Godfroy,  deceased,  to  atract  of  land,  situate  on  Rocky  river;  and  the  notice  filed  19th  instant 
by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  in  their  behalf,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Slates''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  19,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
Rocky  river,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  three  and  a  half  arpents  in  front 
by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  Swan  creek  or  unlocated  lands,  on  the  south 
and  east  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimants,  and  on  the  north  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  senior. 
We  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  thereon  previous  to  the  year  1796,  and 
continued  to  this  day. 

1  For  the  heirs  of  the  late  Catharine  Godfroy, 

G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  it  being  three  and  a  half  arpents  in  front  by 
one  hundred  in  depth,  and  is  bounded  as  in  the  notice. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Solo  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  179G,  Gabriel  Godfroy  had  tenants  on  the  premises,  and  caused 
the  premises  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day:  four  acres  are  in  cultivation  and  under  fence. — Postponed. 

No.  532.  Gabriel  Godfroy,  senior. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  senior, 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Rocky  river;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  19th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  ' 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  19,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
Rocky  river,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  arpents,  it  being  thirteen  arpents  in  front  by 
forty-nine  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  south  and  east  by  lands 
claimed  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Catharine  Godfroy,  and  north  and  west  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  this  tract  (to 
the  exception  of  two  arpents  in  front  by  two  in  depth,  which  I  have  sold  to  George  Meldrum)  by  virtue  of  posses- 
sion, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  previous  to  1796,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  arpents,  it  being  thirteen  arpents  in  front  by 
forty-nine  arpents  in  depth,  and  is  bounded  as  in  the  notice- 
Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  kept  tenants  on  the  prem- 
ises, and  has  continued  to  cause  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day:  a  house  is  erected,  and  three  aipents 
cultivated. — Postponed. 

No.  533.  Gabriel  Godfroy,  senior. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  senior, 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  20th  instant  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  .  Detroit,  December  20,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing,  by  estimation,  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  arpents,  it  being  five  and 
three-fourths  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lauds, 
on  the  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Amable  Bellair,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Jun.,  formerly 
the  property  of  Peter  Demarce.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me 
thereon  previous  to  the  year  1796,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  arpents,  it  being  five  and  three-fourths  arpents 
in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  and  is  bounded  as  in  the  notice  above. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Amable  Bellair  cultivated  about  six  arpents,  as  tenant  to  the 
claimant,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day. 

Baptiste  Solo,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  l»t  July,  1796,  Etienne  Jacob 
cultivated  about  twelve  arpents,  as  tenant  of  the  claimant,  and  continued  until  about  a  year  ago,  when  he  ceased  to 
cultivate. — Postponed. 

No.  534.  Gabriel  Godfroy,  senior. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  senior, 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  20th  December  instant 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  . 
hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  west  by  lands  claimed  by 
Joseph  Bellair,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Cousineau.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  posses- 
sion, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  thereon  previous  to  the  year  1796,  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive 
title. 

G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  as  in  the  notice. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 

deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one Fontaine  cultivated  the  premises,  as  tenant  to  the 

claimant,  until  ten  years  ago,  since  which  the  claimant  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day, 
by  tenants:  there  are  about  twenty-six  arpents  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  534;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  535.  Isaac  Ruland.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of"  Isaac  Ruland  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  19th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Addrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  10,  1808. 

You  will  take  notice  that  I  now  make  entry  of  my  lands  in  your  office,  lying  and  being  on  the  south  side  of 
river  Raisins,  containing  five  acres,  orarpents,  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said 
river,  on  the  east  by  lands  of  the  late  Robert  Irwin,  on  the  west  by  lands  of  Israel  and  Joseph  Ruland,  and  on  the 
south  by  unoccupied  lands,  which  I  hold  by  purchase  from  Israel  Ruland,  by  his  deed  bearing  date  the  20th  July, 
1807,  and  by  improvements. 

For  Isaac  Ruland, 

ISRAEL  RULAND. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  six  hundred  acres,  or  arpents,  it  being  five  acres  or  arpents  in  front  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  uiilocated  lands,  east  by  lands  of 
the  late  Robert  Irwin,  deceased,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Israel  and  Joseph  Ruland. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Dominique  Drouillard  and  Chatelreaux  were  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  pur- 
chased, as  per  deed  herewith:  a  house  is  erected  thereon;  fifteen  to  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated;  there  is  an 
orchard. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  the  following  deed,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Israel  Ruland,  of  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Isaac  Ru- 
land, the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  and  aliened,  and  do  by 
these  presents  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  and  alien  unto  him,  the  said  Isaac  Ruland,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all 
that  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  five  acres 
or  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  fiont  by  the  said  river,  on  the  east  by  the  farm 
of  tiie  late  Robert  Irwin,  ai;d  on  the  west  by  the  lands  of  Israel  Ruland,  together  with  the  houses,  fences,  and  every 
other  improvement  thereto  belonging:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  granted  and  bargained  premises,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, hereby  warranting  and  defending  the  same'unto  him,  the  said  Isaac  Ruland,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever, 
the  claim  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  only  excepted. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  1807. 

ISRAEL  RULAND.  [l.  s.] 
Sealed,  signed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

Robert  Glass, 
John  Burbank. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Erie,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
district  aforesaid,  the  within  subscribing  Israel  Ruland,  who  acknowledged  the  within  to  be  his  own  free  and 
voluntary  act  and  deed.    Given  under  my  hand  this  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1808. 

CHRIST.  TUTLE,  J.  P.  D.  E. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  535;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  tlierein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  536.  Israel  Ruland  and  Joseph  Ruland. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Israel  Ruland 
and  Joseph  Ruland  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  on  the 
19th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  cf  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

You  will  please  take  notice  that  I  now  make  entry  of  our  land  in  your  office,  lying  and  being  on  the  south  side 
of  river  Raisins,  containing  about  five  acres  in  front,  more  or  less,  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded 
on  the  east  by  Giles  Barns,  on  the  west  by  Robert  Glass,  on  the  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  and  on  the  south  by 
lands  unoccupied,  which  I  hold  by  purchase  and  improvements. 

For  Joseph  Ruland  and  self, 

ISRAEL  RULAND. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  six  hundred  acres,  being  about  five  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east'by  lands  of  Giles  Barnes,  and 
west  by  lauds  of  Robert  Glass. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who, being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Gendron  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Francois  Couture,  who  sold  to  Baptiste  Lasselle,  who  sold  to  the  claimants,  who 
have  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day:  about  fifteen  arpents  are  cultivated,  and  a  house  is  built  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  536;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein,  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  537.  Israel  Ruland. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Israel  Ruland  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  19th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  6,  1808. 

You  will  please  take  notice  that  I  now  make  enlry  of  my  lands  in  your  office,  lying  on  the  north  side  of  river 
Raisins,  and  bounded  on  the  east  by  Antoine  Campeau,  on  the  west  by  Alexis  Lorranger,  and  in  front  by  said  river, 
containing,  in  all,  three  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  which  I  hold  by  purchase  from  Joseph  Reaume,  and 
by  possession  and  improvement. 

ISRAEL  RULAND. 

This  tract  contains, Ijy  estimation,  three  hundred  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  east  by  lands  of  Antoine  Campeau,  and  west  by  lands 
of  Alexis  Lorranger. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Drouillard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Joseph  Reaume,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  who  has  caused 
the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day:  about  tliirteen  arpents  are  cultivated. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  5375  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  538.  Israel  Ruland. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Israel  Ruland  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  77,  under  the  date  of  November  12,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  arpents,  it  bejng  five  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  west  by  lands  of  Ichabod  Leach,  and  east 
by  lands  (if  Isaac  Ruland. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  inbehaif  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179G,  Joseph  Chatelreaux  and  Pierre  Delorier  were  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  caused  the  same  to  be  culti- 
vated every  year  to  this  day:  about  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  538;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained, 'to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  539.  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Sen.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Sen.  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  i'oUowing,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

Please  take  nollce  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing,  by  estimation,  five  hundred  arpents,  being  five  arpents  in  front  by  one 
hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  (he  west  by  lands  claimed  by 
Francois  Lionard,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimant.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  me  thereon  previous  to  the  year  1796,  or  by  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Solo  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Antoine  Nadault  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises until  he  sold  to  Medard  Couture,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cul- 
tivated every  year  to  this  day:  about  fifteen  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  539;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oflice  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  (No.  255,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  2d  day  of  Au- 
gust last. 

And  thereupon  Nicholas  Goiiin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1792,  he,  (he  deponent,  lived  on  the  premises,  as  tenant  to  the  claimants, 
and  continued  four  years;  and  that,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  the  claimants  have  constantly  kept  tenants  on  the 
premises:  a  house  and  a  saw  mill  are  erected  thereon,  and  five  or  six  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  255;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  540.  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Sen.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Sen.  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  181,  under  the  date  of  January  25,  1505. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Jacques  Lasselle,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  the  claimant. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Solo  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Medard  Couture  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every 
year  to  (his  day:  a  frame  of  a  house  is  erected  thereon,  and  six  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  540;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed^  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to  morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  21,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  541.  James  Conner  and  Christian  Clemens — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Con- 
ner and  Christian  Clemens  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed 
this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit, /JeeemJer  21,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  north  side  of  river  Huron,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in 
front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed 
by  Peter  Downan,  and  on  the  west  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Conner.  We  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  thereon  previous  to  the  year  1796,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

JAMES  CONNER, 
CHRISTIAN  CLEMENS. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Henry  Conner  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworE, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  John  Chartion  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and,  to  the  best  of  the  deponent's  knowledge,  remained  thereon  five  years.  Henry  Tucker  then  took  posses- 
sion of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  who  have  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated 
every  year  to  this  day:  about  six  acres  are  cultivated;  a  house  is  built,  and  an  orchard  is  planted  thereon.— Post- 
poned. 

No.  542.  Christian  Clemens,  Esq.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esq. 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  314,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805, 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  huntlred  and  forty  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  in  front  by  river  Hu- 
ron, in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  of  James  Abbott,  Esq.,  and  above  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Jaiiies  Conner  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn  , 
deposed  a-nd  said,  that,  a  long  time  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  premises  were. improved  by  Edward  Hazel, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  late  James  Abbott,  Esq.  deceased,  who  sold  to  James  Abbott,  Esq.  his  son;  that 
the  claimant'went  in  possession  under  James  Abbott,  and  has  continued  to  possess  and  cultivate  the  same  to  this  day. 
Twenty  acres  are  cultivated,and  a  house  and  stables  are  built  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  542;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  543.  Francois  DuRocHii. — The  Board  took  into  consideiation  the  claim  of  Francois  Duroghe  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  first  fork  of  the  river  Rouge,  and  the  notice  by  hini  tiled  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  October  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  anil  being  on  the  first  fork  of  the  river  Rouge,  containing  eight  acres  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lands  granted  to  James  Baby,  Esq.  on  which  his  mills  are  situated,  on  the  northeast  by  uncon- 
ceded  lands,  and  on  the. southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Joseph  Lorain,  deceased.  I  claim 
and  set  up  title  by  virtue.of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

FRANCOIS  DUROCHE,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  first  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  cultivated  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  to  cultivate  the  same  every  year  to  this  day.  One-fourth  aipent  is  cultivated  and  enclosed,  and 
a  small  hut  is  built  on  it;  more  than  ten  arpents  in  meadow  are  enclosed.    Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Conner,  (No.  136,)  which  was  postponed  the  13th  June  last. 

Whereupon,  Christian  Clemens  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  for  nine  years  past,  the  deponent  has  seen  the  premises  in  cultivation  and  under 
fence;  about  five  or  six  arpents  are  cultivated,  and  a  house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  130;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  544.  Joseph  Campeau. — The  Board  took  info  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  the  Pointe  a  Guinolette,  which  was  entered  with  the,  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  vol  2,  page  43,  under  the  date  of  31st  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Thomas  Tremble,  and  on  the  other  side 
by  lands  of  Etienne  Duchesne. 

Whereupon  Michael  Duchesne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being. duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Duchesne  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, ana  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this 
day.    About  twenty  arpents  are  cultivated,  and  there  is  a  house  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  544;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  545.  Joseph  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  43,  under  the  date  of  31st  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St. 

Clair,  bounded  on  one  side  by  Louis  Campeau,  Esq.  and  on  the  north  side  by  lands  of  Louis  Maure. 

Whereupon,  Michael  Duchesne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possessionandoccupancy  of  the  premises, 
ancl  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day;  about  thirty  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  545;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  546.  Henry  Conner. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Henry  Conner  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Huron,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  rea,din  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  21,  1808. 

~  Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  ray  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Huron,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  on  the  east  side  by  the  north 
branch  of  said  river,  aiid  running  up  the  main  river  Huron  sixteen  acres,  and  bounded  on  the  upper  side  and  rear  by 
unlocated  lands,  containing,  in  tlie  whole,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  I  claim  title  to  said  tract  of  land  by  virtue 
of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvement. 

HENRY  CONNER. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  notice  above. 

Whereupon,  James  Conner  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  several  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he  saw  the  claimant  ploughing  the  land,  and 
that,  in  the  year  1804,  when  the  deponent  returned  from  the  Indian  country,  the  claimant  was  cultivating  the  pre- 
mises, and  then  a  house  was  erected  thereon. 

Francis  Guy,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  six  or  seven  years  ago,  he,  the  depo- 
nent, helped  the  claimant  to  erect  fences,  and  clear  part  of  the  tract,  and  that  the  claimant  has  been  in  possession 
and  occupancy,  and  cultivated  the  premises  to  this  day;  seven  or  eight  acres  are  cultivated,  and  a  dwelling  and 
a  still-house  are  erecteil  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  546;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to  morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
61  p 
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Thursday,  December  22,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  547.  Jonathan  Sohieffelin — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jonathan  Schieft'elin  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  57,  under  the  date  of  7th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  about  six  arpents  in  front  by  one'  hundred  in 
depth,  bminded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Gabriel  Godfrey,  and 
on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Louis  St.  Amour. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179G, the  land  was  improved,  a  house  being  built  thereon, and  some  land 
cultivated;  (hat,  about  1796  or  1797,  one  Bordinan  lived  on  the  premises,  and  informed  the  deponent  that  he  was  tenant 
to  Smith  and  Schiefltjlin,  and  expected  to  purchase  the  premises;  that  he  was  then  ploughing,  and  his  son  erecting 
fences;  that,  four  years  after,  he,  the  deponent,  was  pt'esent  when  Pierre  Demars  made  an  agreement  with  Jonathan 
Schieffelin  to  go  and  live  on  the  premises  as  tenant  of  said  Scliieffelin;  and  that  he  went  immediately,  built  on  it, 
and  lived  thereon  until  he  died;  that  SchietFelin  had  promised  Demars  the  preference,  if  he  should  sell  it.  Post- 
poned. 

No.  548.  The  legal  heirs  of  Benjamin  Tibbet,  deceased. — The  Board  took  ifito  consideration  the  claim  of 
the  legal  heirs  of  Benjamin  Tibbet,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered 
with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  75,  under  the  date  of  14th  Jan- 
uary, 1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocdted  lands,  east  by  lands  of  Jean  Louis  Bellair,  and  west  by 
lands  of  Thomson  Maxwell. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Etienne  Jacob  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  thepre- 
mises,  and  ciintinued  thereon  until  he  sold  to  the  deponent,  who  sold  to  Samuel  Egnew,  who  sold  to  Benjamin  Tib- 
bet, who  continued  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  heirs  have  continued  to  cultivate  the  premises  to  this  date. 
About  thirty  acres  are  under  improvements.   There  is  a  dwelling-house  and  a  number  of  out-houses  on  the  premises. 

Andthereupon  it  dotli  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  548;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  23,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Michael  Doussman  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on 
the  island  of  Michillimackinack,  which  was  postponed  on  the  18th  day  of  October  last,  (No.  324.) 

Whereupon,  Thomas  Cowles  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  1804,  there  was  a  house  erected  on  the  premises,  and  a  number  of  fruit  trees  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to  the 
above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  ceitificate  thereof,  which  ceitificate  shall  be  No.  324;  and  that  he 
return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

No.  549-  The  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased.— The  Board  took  into  con- 
sideration the  first  claim  of  the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  wit:  John,  AVil- 
liani,  and  David  Macomb,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  filed  by  Solomon  Sibley,  their 
agent,  on  the  21st  instant,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  territory  of  Michigan. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  their  land 
district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  .Michigan,  that  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq. 
late  of  Detroit,  deceased,  make  claim  and  entry  of  and  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  or  farm,  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  lying  and  being  situate  on  the  upper  end  or  head  of  Gross  Isle,  in  said  district  and  territory,  which  is  des- 
ignated and  bounded,  upon  the  plot  of  survey  of  said  island  herewith  filed,  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  a  post 
on  the  east  border  of  said  Gross  Isle,  being  north  eighteen  degrees,  west  four  chains  and  fifty  links  trom  Goodale's 
lime-kiln,  so  called,  and  east  from  the  south  end  of  the  horse  mill;  then  running  west  across  the  island  ninety  chains, 
more  or  less,  to  the  west  border  of  said  Gross  Isle;  then  northeasterly,  along  the  east  side  of  the  marsh  to  the  east 
side  of  Gross  Isle,  to  Williams's  improvements,  so  called;  then  down  strjam,  along  the  rivage,  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning: bounded  to  the  south  by  a  proposed  road  leading  across  said  island;  which  said  tract  of  land  is  designated 
upon  the  said  plan  of  survey  by  letter  A,  and  the  boundaries  by  the  letters  a,  6,  e,  d;  which  said  tract  of  land  or 
farm,  so  set  forth  and  described,  the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  the  said  AVilliani  Macomb,  deceased,  to  wit, 
John,  William,  and  David  Macomb,  claim  to  have  and  to  hold,  to  them  and  their  heirs,  by  virtue  of  long  and  unin- 
terrupted possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements,  had,  made,  and  done  thereon  by  themselves,  their  agents,  and 
the  said  William  Macomb,  deceased,  and  those  under  whom  they  claim  and  derive  title,  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of 
land,  which  claim  and  title  they  are  ready  to  substantiate  and  prove,  &c. 

For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.  deceased, 

SOLOMON  SIBLEY,  Attorney  and  Agent. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Thomas  Williams  was  living  on  the  premises,  as  a  tenant  of 
the  late  William  Macomb,  and  continued  on  about  two  years;  after  which  time,  William  Serret  tenanted  it;  after- 
wards, Justice  Allen  rented  it;  after  Allen,  Jesse  Hicks  lived  on  it,  and  has  remained  thereon  to  this  day,  and  paid 
rent  to  Mr.  Angus  Mcintosh,  agent  of  the  estate,  until  last  year.  There  is  a  house  and  a  horse  mill  on  the  pre- 
mises, and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  have  been  improved. 

'    Joseph  Bariau,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Jesse  Hicks  has  paid  rent  (o  Mr.  Mcin- 
tosh every  year,  except  this  year. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam Macomb,  their  father,  deceased,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  sons,  John  Macomb,  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  appor- 
tioned between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  farms,  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  or  where- 
soever to  me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining,  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto,  whether 
the  same  be  held  in  fee  soccage,  under  Indian  grants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever." 

And  theieupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  549;  and  that  they  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  550.  The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  con- 
sideration the  second  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  tiled  by  Solomon  Sibley,  their  agent,  on  the  31st  instant,  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Stales"  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,    1808. 

The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.  late  of  Detroit,  deceased,  give  notice  of  claim, 
and  make  entry  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  their  district  of  De- 
troit, and  territory  of  Michigan,  of  a  certain  farm  or  tract  of  land  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situated  and 
lying  upon  Gross  Isle,  in  said  district  and  territory;  which  said  tract  of  land  is  designated  and  bounded  upon  and  by 
the  plot  of  survey,  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  a  post  on  the  east  border  of  said  Gross  Isle,  bearing  north 
eighteen  degrees;  west,  four  chains  fifty  links  from  Goodale's  lime-kiln,  so  called;  and  east,  from  the  south  end  of 
the  horse  mill;  then  down  stream,  along  the  border  of  said  Gross  Isle,  to  a  post  planted  in  the  southing  of  sixty-two 
chains,  and  bearing  from  the  front  gate  .of  the  mansion  house,  so  called,  south,  ten  degrees,  east,  twenty-eight  chains; 
then  west,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  chains,  more  or  less,  to  the  west  border  of  said  Gross  Isle;  then  northerly,  up 
stream,  along  the  rivage  or  bank  of  said  island,  to  the  southwest  angle  of  section  A,  upon  said  plan;  then  east,  to 
the  place  of  beginning:  which  said  tract  is  designated  upon  said  plot  of  survey  by  letter  B,  and  the  lines  by  letters 
a,  d,  e,  I),  a;  to  whicli  said  tract  of  land,  above  described,  the  said  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  said  William 
Macomb,  deceased,  to  wit,  John,  William,  and  David  Macomb,  make  title,  and  claim,by  virtue  of  long  possession, 
occupancy,  and  valuable  improvements  had,  made,  and  done  in,  to,  and  upon  said  premises,  by  themselves,  and  the 
said  William  Macomb,  deceased,  from  and  under  whom  they  claim  and  derive  title  to  the  same,  &c. 
For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased, 

SOLOMON  SIBLEY,  .^gent  and  Morney. 

TJiis  tract  contains,  and- is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brouglit  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  William  Macomb,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  kept  tenants  thereon,  fto  wit,  Edward  McCarty,  James  Anderson,  and  Joseph 
Bariau,  and  that  every  year,  from  that  time  to  this  day,  tenants  have  been  kept  on  the  premises.  About  sixty-two 
acres  are  in  cultivation;  three  houses,  one  barn,  and  several  out-houses  are  erected  thereon. 

Joseph  Bariau,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  went  and  lived  on  the  premises  in  the 
year  1797,  as  tenant  of  William  Macomb's  heirs,  and  then  found  three  houses,  one  barn,  and  one  stable  built;  that 
about  sixty-five  acres  are  cultivated,  and  that  tenants  have  been  kept  on  the  premises  to  this  day. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  William 
Macomb,  deceased,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  sons,  John  Macomb,  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  apportioned 
between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  farms,  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  or  wheresoever  to 
me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining,  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto,  whether  the  same 
be  held  in  fee  soccage,  under  Indian  grants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever,"  &c. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  550;  and  that  they  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  551.  The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  con- 
sideration the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate 
on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  filed  the  21st  instant  by  Solomon  Sibley,  their  agent,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Slates'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  territory  of  Michigan. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.,  late  of  Detroit,  ileceased,  give  notice  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  that  they  make  claim  and  set  up  title,  to  have  confirmed 
and  granted  to  themselves,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  or  farm,  situated  upon  Gross  Isle,  in  said 
district  and  territory  of  Michigan,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  with  the  improvements  thereon  made; 
and  which  said  tract  of  land,  upon  the  plot  and  survey  herewith  filed,  is  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit: 
Beginning  at  a  post  planted  on  the  east  border  of  said  Gross  Isle,  bearing  south  ten  degrees,  east  twenty-eight  chains, 
from  the  front  gate  of  the  mansion,  being  the  southeast  angle  of  section  B,  marked  on  said  plot;  then  west  eighty- 
five  chains,  more  or  less,  to  the  intersection  of  a  meridian  line,  the  division  of  the  eastern  and  western  sections  to  a 
proposed  road,  as  per  said  plot;  then  south,  along  said  line,  or  road,  seventy-five  chains;  then  east,  to  the  east  border 
of  said  Gross  Isle;  then  northerly,  up  stream,  to  the  place  of  beginning:  which  said  tract  of  land  above  mentioned  is 
marked  C  upon  said  plot,  and  the  lines  designated  by  d,f,  g,  h,  d;  to  which  said  tract  of  land,  or  farm,  above 
described,  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the  said  William  Macomb,  deceased,  make  claim  and  title  by  virtue 
of  ancient,  long,  and  continued  possession,  occupancy,  and  valuable  improvements,  in  and  by  themselves,  and  the 
said  William  Macomb,  deceased,  under  whom  they  claim,  by  themselves  and  their  agents,  in  and  upon  said  tract  of 
land,  to  wit,  from  a  time  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1796,  down  to  the  present  time,  which  they  are  ready  to  prove 
and  substantiate  according  to  law. 

For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Maoomb,  deceased, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  ,/5^en<«n(/.^«omei/. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  William  Macomb  was  m  possession  and 
tenanted  the  premises;  that  John  Johnston  was  living  on  the  premises  in, 1796,  as  a  tenant  of  said  William  Macomb; 
and  that  the  premises  have  been  occupied  and  cultivated  by  tenants  every  year  to  this  day;  that  about  forty-two 
acres  are  cultivated;  two  dwelling  houses  are  erected  thereon. 

Joseph  Bariau,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  went  and  lived  on  the  island  in  1797; 
that  he  found  improvements  made;  and  that,  from  1796  to  this  day,  tenants  have  been  kept  on  the  premises,  and 
have  paid  rent  to  Mr.  Mcintosh,  agent,  &c. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  William 
Macomb,  deceased,  their  father,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  sons,  John  Macomb,  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  appor- 
tioned between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  farms,  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  or  where- 
soever to  me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining,  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto,  whether 
the  same  be  held  in  fee  soccage,  under  Indian  grants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever,"  &c. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  551;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  552.  The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  con- 
sideration the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  filed  the  21st  inst.  by  Solomon  Sibley,  their  agent,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  al  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

The  legal  heirs  and  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.,  late  of  Detroit,  deceased,  give  notice  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  said  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  Michigan, 
that  they  claim  and  make  title,  to  have  confirmed  and  granted  to  them  and  their  heirs,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate 
upon  Gross  Isle  in  said  district  and  territory,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  more  or  less,  with  the  im- 
provements thereon  made,  and  which  said  tract  of  land  is  designated  and  bounded  by  plot  of  survey  tiled  herewith, 
as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  a  post  planted  upon  the  east  border  of  said  Gross  Isle,  bearing  north  six  degrees,  east 
twenty-seven  chains,  from  Mitchell's  lime- kiln  (so  called)  at  the  .mouth  of  la  Belle  Riviere,  being  the  southeast 
angle  of  section  C  on  said  plot;  then  west,  eighty-seven  chains,  more  or  less,  to  the  intersection  of  a  meridian  line, 
the  division  of  the  eastern  and  western  sections  being  a  contemplated  highway;  then  south,  along  the  said  line, 
eighty  chains;  then  east,  to  the  east  border  of  said  Gross  Isle;  then  up  stream,  northeasterly,  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning: which  said  tract  of  land  is  marked  D  upon  said  plot  of  survey,  and  the  lines  designated  by  the  letters  h,  g,  e, 
k,  h;  to  which  said  tract  of  land  the  said  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the  said  William  Macomb,  deceased, 
with  the  improvements  thereon  made,  set  up  title,  and  make  claim,  by  virtue  of  long  and  continued  possession, 
occupancy,  and  valuable  improvements  in,  to,  and  upon  the  said  premises,  by  themselves  and  the  said  William, 
deceased,  in  and  upon  said  premises  made,  done,  and  had,  &c. 

For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Williaw  Macomb,  deceased, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Jigent  and  attorney. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  swoni, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July  1796,  the  late  William  Macotnb  was  in  possession, 
and  tenanted  the  premises;  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  living  as  a  tenant  on  part  of  this  tract,  and  Robert  Gill  on  the 
lower  part  of  this  tract;  and  that,  from  that  time  to  this  day,  tenants  have  been  kept  on  the  premises,  who  paid  rent; 
about  twenty-one  acres  are  cultivated,  and  two  houses  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

Joseph  Bariau,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  went  and  lived  on  the  island  in  1797,  and 
from  that  time  to  this  day,  tenants  have  been  kept  on  the  piemises,  who  have  paid  rent  to  Mr.  Mcintosh,  as  agent,  &c. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  William 
Macomb,  their  father,  deceased,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  sons,  John  Macomb,  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  apportion- 
ed between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  farms,  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  or  wheresoever 
to  me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining,  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto,  whether  the  same 
be  held  in  fee  soccage,  under  Indian  grants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever,  &c." 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  comniissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of , 
and,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  552:  and  tliat  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to' be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  553.  The  legal  heirs  and  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  con- 
sideration the  claim  of  the  legal  heirs  and  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on 
river  Detroit,  and  the  notice  filed  the  21st  instant  by  Solomon  Sibley,  their  agent,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  the  district  of  Detroit  and  territory  of  Michigan. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

The  heirs  and  legal  representatives'of  William  Macomb,  Esq.  late  of  Detroit,  deceased,  give  notice,  through 
you,  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  Land  Office,  that  they  claim,  and  make  title  to  have  confirmed,  and  granted  to 
them  and  their  heirs,  a  certain  tract  of  land  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  with  the  improvements  thereon  made, 
situated  and  lying  upon  Gross  Isle,  in  said  district  and  territory  of  Michigan,  which  said  tract  of  land  is  bounded 
and  designated  upon  the  plot  of  survey  herewith  filed,  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  a  post  planted  on  the  east 
border  ot  Grosslsle,  bearing  souththirteen,  west  fifty-five  chains,  from  Mitchell's  limekiln,  (so  called)  atthe  mouth  of 
La  Belle  river,  being  the  southeast  angle  of  section  D  on  said  plot;  then  west,  seventy-three  chains,  more  or  less,  to 
the  intersection  of  a  meridian  line,  the  division  of  the  eastern  and  western  sections,  orintended  road;  then  south,  along 
said  line,  or  intended  road,  eighty-eight  chains;  then  east,  to  the  east  border  of  said  Gross  Isle;  then  upstream,  north- 
erly, along  the  rivage  to  the  place  of  beginning;  which  said  tract  of  land  is  marked  E  upon  said  plot,  and  the  boun- 
daries denoted  by  the  letters,  It,  i,  I,  m,  k,  to  which  said  tract  of  land  above  described  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  said  W'illiam  Macomb,  deceased,  set  up  claim,  and  make  title  by  virtue  of  an«jgnt  and  long  pos- 
session, occupancy,  and  valuable  improvements  had,  made,  and  done,  in  and  upon  said  tract  of  land,  by  the  heirs  of 
said  William  Macomb,  deceased,  as  also  by  the  said  William,  under  whom  they  set  up  title,  and  derive  claim 
thereto  and  therein. 

For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased, 

SOh.  SlBL,EY,Morney  and  ^gent. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  late  William  Macomb  was  in  possession, 
and  tenanted  the  premises;  that  Jacob  Stoffer  was  living  on  the  premises  in  1796;  that  he,  the  deponent,  succeeded  to 
Jacob  Stofier,  and  has  continued  on  the  premises  to  this  day,  and  has  paid  rent  to  Mr.  Mcintosh,  as  agent.  About 
forty-six  acres  are  cultivated,  two  houses  and  one  stable  are  erected  thereon. 

Joseph  Bariau,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  when  he  went  and  lived  on  the  island  in 
1797,  he  saw  the  improvements  made;  and  that,  from  that  time  to  this  day,  tenants  have  been  kept  on  the  premises, 
and  have  paid  rent  to  Mr.  Mcintosh,  as  agent,  &c. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late 
William  Macomb,  their  father,  deceased,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"I  give  and  devise  to  my  sons,  John  Macomb.  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  appor- 
tioned between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  and  tenements,  farms  and  hereditaments,  whatsoever  or 
wheresoever  to  me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining',  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto, 
whether  the  same  be  held  in  fee  soccage,  under  Indian  grants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever." 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  553;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  tothe  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  554.  The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  con- 
sideration the  Claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  river  Detroit,  and  the  notice  filed  the  21st  instant  by  Solomon  Sibley,  their  agent,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 
Sir:  Detroit, /Jccemiei' 17,  1808. 

The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.  late  of  Detroit,  deceased,  hereby  give  notice  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  said  United  States  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  the  land  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of 
Michigan,  that  they  claim  and  make  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  more  or  less,  situ- 
ated within  said  district  and  territory,  and  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  beginning  at  a  post  on  the  east  side 
of  Gross  Isle  being  the  southeast  angle  of  section  E,  upon  the  plot  of  survey  filed  herewith;  then  west,  to  the  west  bor- 
der of  said  Gross  Isle,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  chains,  more  or  less;  then  dovvn  stream,  along  the  said  border, 
to  a  post  planted  on  the  southing  of  forty-nine  chains;  then  east,  to  the  east  border  of  said  Gross  Isle;  then  up  stream, 
along  the  rivage,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  which  said  tract  of  land  above  described  is  marked  F  on  said  plot  of  sur- 
rey, and  the  boundary  described  by  theletters,  m,  n,  o.p,  m,  io  which  said  tract  of  land  abnve  described,  with 
the  improvements  thereon  made,  the  said  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the  said  William  Macomb,  deceased, 
make  claim  and  title,  to  have  granted  and  confirmed  to  them,  and  their  heirs,  by  virtue  of  having  possessed,  occu- 
pied, and  improved  the  same,  by  themselves,  their  agents,  and  the  said  William  Macomb,  deceased,  under  whom 
they  claim,  for  a  long  time  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1796,  down  to  the  present  time,  which  they  are  prepared  to  prove 
and  show  to  said  commissioners,  &c. 

For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  late  of  Detroit,  deceased, 

'.  .  SOL.  SlBhEY,  Jgent  and  Mor7iey. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  William  Macomb  was  in  possession  and 
tenanted  the  premises;  that,  in  1796,  Elias  Horn  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  this  tract  as  a  tenant;  that  Jacob 
Stotter  succeeded  Elias  Horn,  as  tenant;  after  Stoffer,  John  Jackson  liveil  on  it  as  tenant,  and.  paid  rent  to  Mr. 
Mcintosh,  as  agent,  and  that,  from  that  time  to  this  day,  tenants  have  been  kept  on  the  premises  who  have  paid 
rent  to  Mr.  Mcintosh,  as  agent.  Thirty-five  acres  are  cultivated  and  under  fence,  and  two  houses  are  erected 
thereon. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  William 
Macomb,  deceased,  their  father,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"  I  give  and  devise  to  my  sons,  John  Macomb,  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  apportioned 
between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  farms,  and  hereditaments,  whatsoever  or  wheresoever 
to  me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining,  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto,  whether  the 
same  be  held  in  fee  soccage,  under  Indian  grants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever,"  &c. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  554;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  555.  The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased.— The  Board  took  into 
consideration  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land, 
on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  filed  the  21st  instant  by  Sol.  Sibley,  their  agent,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  ; 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  Slates^  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  territory  (f  Michigan. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.  late  of  Detroit,  deceased,  hereby  give  notice 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  Land  Office,  that  they  claim  and  make  title  to  have  confirmed  and  granted  to 
them,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  and  lying  upon  Gross  Isle,  in  said  district  of  De- 
troit, and  territory  of  Michigan,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  bounded  and  described  upon  the  map 
and  plot  of  survey  herewith  filed,  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  a  post  on  the  west  side  of  Gross  Isle,  being  the 
southwest  angle  of  the  section  B,  on  said  plot;  then  east,  thirty-three  chains,  more  or  less,  to  the  intersection  of  a 
meridian  line,  the  division  of  the  eastern  and  western  sections  at  a  proposed  road  leading  between  said  section;  then 
south,  along  said  line,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  chains;  then  west,  to  the  western  border  of  said  Gross  Isle;  then 
following  the  said  border  up  stream,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  which  said  tract  of  land  on  said  plot  of  survey  is 
marked  G,  and  the  lines  designated  by  the  letters  c,f,  g,  z,  e.  To.  which  said  tract  of  land  above  described,  said 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  said  William  Macomb,  deceased,  do  make  claim  and  title,  by  virtue  of  ancient,  long, 
and  continued  improvements,  possession,  and  occupancy,  in  and  by  themselves  and  their  agents;  and  the  said  Wil- 
liam Macomb,  their  father,  deceased,  under  whom  they  claim  and  derive  title  therein,  to  wit,  from  a  time  prior  to 
the  1st  July,  1796,  down  to  the  present  time,  which  they  are  prepared  to  prove,  &c. 

For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney  and  Jlgenl. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  William  Macomb,  deceased,  was  in 
possession  and  tenanted  the  premises;  that  Henry  Hoffman  was  living  on  this  tract  as  a  tenant,  in  1796;  that  the 
land  remained  idle  for  four  years;  that  Adna  Heacok  then  lived  on  it  as  tenant,  and  after  James  Chittenden  rented 
it,  also  as  tenant,  and  still  continues  so,  as  tenant,  and  pays  rent  to  Mr.  Mcintosh,  as  agent,  &c.  About  twenty 
acres  are  cultivated,  and  one  house  is  erected  thereon. 

Angus  Mcintosh,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  is  the  agent  to  the  estate,  and 
one  ot  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  William  Macomb,  deceased,  and  that  the  cause  of 
the  above  tract  remaining  idle  four  years  is,  that  he  could  not  procure  tenants  for  the  same. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  William 
Macomb,  deceased,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"  I  give  and  devise  to  my  sons,  John  Macomb,  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  apportioned 
between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  farms,  and  hereditaments,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever 
to  me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining,  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto,  whether  the  same 
be  held  in  fee  soccage,  under  Indian  grants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever." 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  555;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  556.  The  heiks  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into 
consideration  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  filed  the  21st  instant,  by  Sol.  Sibley,  their  agent,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Begisler  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 
Sir: 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  the  district  of 
Detroit  and  territory  of  Michigan,  that  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.  late  of  Detroit,  de- 
ceased, set  up  title  and  make  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situate  upon  Gross 
Isle,  in  said  district  and  territory,  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  as  by  the  plot  of  survey  herewith  filed,  to  wit: 
Beginning  at  the  southwest  angle  of  section  G,  marked  in  said  plot,  near  the  southerly  entrance  of  the  thoroughfare, 
where  a  post  is  planted;  then  east,  fifty-nine  chains,  more  or  less,  to  the  intersection  of  a  meridian  line,  the  division 
of  the  eastern  and  western  sections;  then  south,  along  said  line,  one  hundred  and  seven  chains;  then  west,  to  the 
west  side  of  said  Gross  Isle;  then  following  the  border  up  stream  to  the  place  of  beginning;  which  section  above 
described  is  marked  on  said  plot  of  survey  H,  and  the  lines  thereof  r,  q,  c,  n,  z,  which  said  tract  of  land  or  farm 
above  described  and  set  forth,  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the  said  William  Macomb,  Esq.  deceased,  make 
claim  and  title  to,  by  virtue  of  ancient,  long,  and  continued  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  in,  to,  and  upon 
said  land,  by  themselves  and  their  deceased  father,  William  Macomb,  under  whom  they  claim,  their  agents,  &c. 
For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.  deceased, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  ^gent  and  Momey. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July.  1796,  the  late  William  Macomb  was  in  possession  and 
tenanted  the  premises;  that  eight  or  ten  years  previous  to  1796,  the  premises  were  improved  by  Charles  Monger,  as 
a  tenant  to  William  Macomb,  to  whom  he  paid  rent;  that  in  the  fall  of  1794,  he  was  killed,  and  his  wife  remained  in 
possession  until  the  summer  of  1795,  when  she  left  it;  and  that,  from  that  time  until  James  Mitchell  went  on,  which 
is  three  years  ago,  the  land  remained  idle;  said  Mitchell  reinained  a  year  thereon;  since  which  time,  it  has  been 
occupied  by  Michael  Myers,  as  a  tenant,  who  pays  rent  to  Mr.  Mcintosh,  as  agent,  &.c.  About  eight  acres  are 
now  under  fence,  and  a  house  is  erected  thereon. 

Angus  Mcintosh,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  reason  why  this  tract  of  land 
remained  idle  sometimes  is,  that  no  application  was  made  to  him  by  any  person  whom  he  thought  worthy  of  renting. 
The  deponent  further  said,  that  he  considered  that  part  of  the  island  as  much  under  his  protection  and  care  as  any 
other  part  of  it. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  William 
Macomb,  deceased,  theii'  father,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  sons,  John  Macomb,  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  apportioned 
between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  farms,  and  hereditaments,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever 
to  me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining,  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto,  whether  the 
same  be  held  in  fee  soccage,  under  Indian  grants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever,"  &c. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  the  above  described 
tract  of  land;  and  that,  therefore,  their  claim  be  rejected. 

And  Sol.  Sibley,  agent  and  attorney  for  the  claimants,  comes  and  excepts  to  the  decision  of  the  commissioners, 
and  files  his  bill  of  exceptions  and  appeal  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

And  the  said  John,  William,  and  David  Macomb,  sons  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  late  of 
Detroit,  deceased,  come  here  before  the  honorable  commissioners,  &c.  and  because  the  judgment  and  decision  of 
said  commissioners  upon  their  claim.  No.  556,  as  given  and  entered,  said  claim  is  negatived  and  rejected,  they  do 
except  to  such  decision,  and  therefrom  appeal.  And  for  reasons  of  their  exceptions  and  appeal  in  this  behalf,  say 
that,  by  the  evidence  by  them  produced  in  support  of  their  said  claim,  the  said  tract  of  land  and  premises,  as  set 
forth  in  their  notice  filed,  ought,  in  justice  and  equity,  to  havebeen  granted  and  affirmed  to  them  by  the  said  com- 
missioners, according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
vided: for,  in  and  by  said  evidence  it  is  fully  shown,  that  the  said  William  Macomb,  the  father,  in  his  life-time  and 
long  prior  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  made  and  caused  valuable  improvements  to  be  made  upon  said  tract  of  land  and 
premises,  which  were  continued  for  a  length  of  time,  and  until  suspended  by  the  death  of  the  then  tenants;  and 
that  the  improvements  of  said  tract  of  land  were  reassumed  by  the  claimants  in  a  reasonable  time  thereafter, 
and  continued  down  to  the  present  time,  the  claimants  never  intending  to  abandon  said  premises;  which  facts  so 
proved,  it  is  humbly  conceived,  were  and  are  sufficient  to  establish  the  right  of  the  claimants  in  and  to  said  tract  of 
land,  more  particularly  as  the  claimants  were  infants  and  minor  children  at  the  time  when  their  right  in  and  to 
said  premises  vested  in  them. 

Wherefore,  the  claimants  pray  that  the  decision  aforesaid  may  be  set  aside,  reversed,  and  held  for  naught,  and 
further,  that  the  said  tract  of  land  may  be  affirmed  and  granted  to  them,  &c. 

For  the  claimants, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Jlttorney  and  ^genl. 

No.  557.  The  HEIRS  AND  LEGAL  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  William  Macomb,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  con- 
sideration the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate 
on  the  river  Detroit,  and  the  notice  filed  the  21st  instant  by  Solomon  Sibley,  their  agent,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Sir: 

The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.  late  of  Detroit,  deceased,  make  entry  and 
give  notice  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  the  district  of  Detroit  and  terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  that  they  set  up  title  and  claim  in  and  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  situate  upon  the  lower  end  of  Gross 
Isle,  in  said  district  of  Detroit  and  territory  of  Michigan,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  more  or  less;  which 
said  tract  of  land  or  farm  is  bounded  and  designated  upon  the  plot  of  survey  herewith  filed,  as  follows,  to  wit:  Begin- 
ning at  a  post  in  the  southwest  angle  of  section  F,  then  east  to  the  east  side  of  said  Gross  Isle,  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teen chains,  more  or  less,  then  southerly  along  the  water  edge,  down  stream,  to  the  mouth  of  Reedy  creek,  and  the 
southernmost  point  of  said  Gross  Isle;  then  northwesterly,  up  stream,  along  the  west  side  of  said  Gross  Isle  to  the 
place  of  beginning;  which  said  tract  of  land  above  described  is  marked  I  on  said  plot  of  survey,  and  the  lines  desig- 
nated by  o,p,  s,  o.  To  which  tract  of  land  above  described,  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  said  William  Ma- 
comb, deceased,  make  claim  and  title  by  virtue  of  ancient,  long,  and  continued  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments in,  upon,  and  to  said  tract  of  land,  by  themselves  and  the  said  William,  deceased,  and  their  agents,  to  wit, 
from  a  period  of  time  prior  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  down  to  the  present  time,  &c. 

For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney  and  ^gent. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  three  improvements  had  been  made  on  this  tract  by  the  tenants 
of  the  late  William  Macomb;  that  a  year  or  two  previous  to  1796,  the  tenants  left  the  premises,  and  the  land  has 
been  idle  since  that  time  to  this  day.    Three  houses  had  been  built  thereon,  but  are  decayed.  ' 

Angus  Mcintosh,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  reason  why  this  tract  of  land  had 
remained  idle  sometimes  was,  that  no  application  was  made  to  him  by  any  person  whom  het  bought  worthy  of 
renting.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  considers  that  part  of  the  island  as  much  under  his  protection  and  care 
as  any  other  part  of  it. 
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The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam Macomb,  deceased,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"I  give  and  devise  unto  my  sons,  John  Macomb,  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  appor- 
tioned between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  Ikrms,  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  or  where- 
soever to  me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining,  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto,  whether 
the  same  be  held  in  fee  snccage,  under  Indian  giants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever." 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  the  above  described 
tract  of  land,  and  that,  thereibre,  their  claim  be  rejected. 

And  Solomon  Sibley,  agent  and  attorney  for  the  claimants,  comes  and  excepts  to  the  decision  of  the  commis- 
sioners, and  files  his  bill  of  exceptions  and  appeal  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

■And  the  said  John,  William,  and  David  Macomb,  sons  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  late  of 
Detroit,  deceased,  come  here  before  the  honorable  commissioners,  &c.  and  because  the  judgment  and  decision  ot 
said  commissioners,  as  given  and  entered  upon  claim  557,  said  claim  is  rejected  as  unfounded,:  therefore,  the  said 
John,  William,  and  David,  claimants,  as  in  their  notice  filed  will  appear,  do  except  to  said  judgment,  and  appeal 
therefrom,  and  for  reasons  of  their  appeal  in  this  behalf,  do  say,  that  the  evidence  by  them  introduced  in  support  ot 
said  claim  before  said  commissioners  was  sufficient  to  establish  the  right  of  the  claimants  in  and  to  said  premises, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  laws  of  tlie  United  States  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Therefore,  they  pray  that  the  decision  given  and  entered  by  said  commissioners  in  this  behalf  may  be  reversed 
and  set  aside,  and  said  premises  confirmed  and  adjudged  to  the  claimants,  and  that  a  patent  may  issue  to  them  for 

the  same,  &c.  t,      ,       i  • 

For  the  claimants, 

SOL;  SIBLEY,  Attorhexj  and  Jigent. 

No.  558.  The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased.— The  Board  took  into  con- 
sideration the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  to  a  tract  ot  land  situate 
on  the  river  Detroit,  and  the  notice  filed  the  31st  instant  by  Solomon  Sibley,  their  agent,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Uniled  Stales''  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  Territory  of  Michigan. 
I  Detroit,  December  17,  1808. 

Sir: 

The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  Esq.  late  of  Detroit,  deceased,  give  notice,  through 
you,  to  the  Commissioners  ot  said  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  for  the  land  district  ot  Detroit,  and  terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  that  they  claim  and  make  title  to  a  certain  island  or  tract  ot  land  situated  and  lying  to  the  east  ot 
Gross  Isle,  in  the  river  Detroit,  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Stony  Island,  which  said  island  so  claimed  con- 
tains two  hundred  acres,  more  or  less,  and  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  thereof  by  the  Detroit  river.  The  said  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  the  said  William  Macomb,  deceased,  claim  to  have  and  hold  said  island  to  them,  theii' 
heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  by  virtue  of  long  and  quiet  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvement  thereof,  in  and  by 
themselves  and  the  said  William  Macombl;^  deceased,  to  wit,  from  a  period  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1796,  down 
to  this  time,  taking  and  enjoying  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  his  and  their  use,  which  they  are  prepared  to  verify 
and  prove,  &c.  The  said  heirs  and  representatives  aforesaid,  therefore,  claim  to  have  a  confirmation  thereof  in 
themselves  and  their  heirs,  &c. 

For  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Macomb,  deceased, 

'&0'L.  '&\&L^\,  Attorney  and  ^9gent. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Eiler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  several  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Jacob  Stuflter  rented  the  premises  from  the 
late  William  Macomb,  and  paid  rent  from  forty  to  fifty  poun'ls  a  year,  and  continued  to  rent  it  until  he  died;  the 
deponent  then  rented  it  for  two  years;  that  Solomon  McCulloch  rented  it  afterwards,  and  that  said  island  was 
always  rented  until  March,  1807;  that  there  are  not  any  improvements  on  said  isjand;  that  the  island  is  a  stone 
quarry,  and  is  improved  as  such. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  legal  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  William 
Macomb,  deceased,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  sons,  John  Macomb,  William  Macomb,  and  David  Macomb,  to  be  equally  appor- 
tioned between  them,  all  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  farms,  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  or  where- 
soever to  me  belonging,  or  in  any  manner  appertaining,  or  which  I  may  have  any  right,  title,  or  claim  unto,  whether 
the  same  be  held  in  fee  soccage,  under  Indian  grants,  or  other  tenure  whatsoever,  &c." 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  or  island;  and  that,  therefore,  their  claim  be  rejected. 

And  SolomonSibley,  agent  and  attorney  for  the  claimants,  comes  and  excepts  to  the  decision  of  the  commis- 
sioners, and  files  his  bill  of  exceptions  and  appeal  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

And  the  said  John,  William,  and  David  Macomb,  sons  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  claimants,  come  before 
the  honorable  the  commissioners,  &c.;  and  because,  by  the  judgment  and  decision  of  said  commissioners  on  claim 
No.  558,  as  given  and  entered,  said  claim  is  negatived  and  rejected,  they  do  except  to  said  decision,  and,  therefore, 
do  appeal,  and  for  reasons  of  such  their  appeal  say,  that,  by  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  claimants  in  support  of 
said  claim,  the  gaid  tract  of  land  called  Stony  Island  ought,  in  justice  and  equity,  to  have  been  affirmed  in  and 

f ranted  to  them,  the  said  John,  William,  and  David,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  laws  ot  the 
Inite<l  States  in  such  case  made  and  provided;  because  the  claimants  say  it  is  proven,  as  iippears  by  the  evidence 
on  record,  that  William  Macomb,  deceased,  father  of  the  claimants,  was  in  the  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  said 
premises  long  before  the  1st  day  of  July,  1796,  and  continued  to  occupy,  possess,  an<l  enjoy  the  same  until  his  death; 
and  that  the  claimants  under  his  right  have  continued  to  possess,  occupy,  and  enjoy  the  same,  in  the  manner  the 
said  island  is  capable  of  being  occupied,  possessed,  and  enjoyed,  down  to  the  present  time. 

Wherefore,  they  pray  that  said  judgment  and  decision  may  be  reversed  and  held  for  naught,  and  that  the  said 
island  may  be  confirmed  in  and  granted  to  the  said  claimants,  and  that  a  patent  may  issue  to  them  for  the  same,  &c. 

For  the  claimants,  : 

SOLOMON  SIBLEY,  Agent  and  Attorney- 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  December  24,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  559.  Israel  Ruland.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Israel  Ruland  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  Salt  river,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  21st  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  20,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  make  entry  in  your  office  of  ray  lands,  lying  on  the  southerly  and  northerly 
sides  of  Salt  river,  in  the  district  of  Huron,  territory  of  Michigan,  consisting  of  thirty-two  acres  in  front,  bounded 
by  said  river  on  the  southerly  side,  and  extending  back  nearly  a  southwesterly  course  the  distance  of  twenty  acres, 
bounded  on  both  sides  and  rear  by  lands  claimed  by  Meldruin  and  Park,  which  I  claim  by  virtue  of  deed  bearing 
date  the  29th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808;  also,  one  tract  on  the  north  side  of  said  river,  bounded 
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in  front  by  said  river,  of"  five  acres  in  front  by  twenty  in  deplii,  bounded  on  the  easterly  side  by  lands  of  George 
Meldrum,  on  (he  northerly  and  westerly  sides  by  uncultivated  lands;  all  of  which  I  claim  by  virtue  of  purchase  and 
improvements. 

ISRAEL  RULAND. 

'       This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  in  the  above  notice. 

VVhereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Nantay  was  brouglit  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Nicholas  Petit  and  Antoine  Prevnt  were  living  on  the 
premises  as  tenants  to  Meldrum  and  Park,  and  remained  thereon  about  one  year;  that,  in  1797,  he,  the  deponent, 
went  and  lived  thereon,  and  remained  thereon  five  or  six  months,  as  an  engage  to  the  claimants;  that,  about  five  or 
six  years  ago,  the  deponent  was  on  the  premises,  and  saw  thereon  John  Lagord,  Pierre  Champagne,  and  Joseph  So- 
cier;  that,  at  the  first  time  the  deponent  was  on  the  premises,  there  were  old  houses,  and  that  he  helped  to  build  new 
(mes,  cleared  three  or  four  acres,  and  made  and  enclosed  a  garden;  the  deponent  knows  that,  about  six  years  ago, 
John  Lagord  was  on  the  premises,  had  huilt  two  new  houses,  and  had  repaired  an  old  one  for  the  claimant- — 
Postponed. 

No.  560.  Meldrtjm  and  Park. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Meldfum  and  Park  to  a  lot  o' 
ground,  situate  on  river  Detroit,  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  the  22d  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

The  honorable  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Please  to  enter  on  your  records  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  with  dwelling  house  and  other  out-houses,  bounded 
in  front  by  the  river  Detroit  one  hundred  feet,  and  on  tne  southwest  by  lands  of  Benoit  Chapoton,  and  on  the  north- 
east by  lands  of  Maurice  Moran,  and  bounded  on  the  rear  by  land  of  Benoit  Chapoton,  which  I  claim  from  a  con- 
tinued occupation  since  the  year  of  our  Lord  1785. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM. 

This  lot  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  a  tract  of  land  formerly  confirmed 
to  Benoit  Chapoton.  No.  11,  page  8,  under  the  date  of  3d  July,  1807. 

Wliereupon.  John  Lagord  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Frangois  Du pre  was  living  on  the  premises  as  tenant  to  the 
claimants,  and  remained  three  years  thereon;  that  afterwards,  he,  the  deponent,  went  and  lived  on  the  premises, 
being  then  in  the  service  of  the  claimants  as  a  distiller,  and  remained  thereon  about  three  years;  and  that,  while  he 
lived  there,  he  cultivated  part  of  the  lot.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  Benoit  Chapoton  has  told  him  that  this 
lot  was  the  property  of  Meldrum  and  Park;  that  after  he,  the  deponent,  left  the  premises,  Etienne  Belard  lived  on 
it  about  two  years,  and  that,  in  general,  tenants  have  been  always  kept  on  to  this  day. 

Jacques  Campeau,  another  witness,  being  swoin,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  Benoit  Chapoton  purchasing 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  Philip  Bellange  sold  the  lot  in  question  to  Etienne  Belard,  about  twenty-two  or 
twenty-three  years  ago;  that  Belard's  right  to  said  lot  was  seized  and  sold  by  the  sheriff  to  the  claimants,  who  have 
possessed  and  tenanted  the  same  to  this  day. — Postponed. 

No.  561.  Isidore  Navarre. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Isidore  Navarre  to  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  the  southwest  side  of  Mill  creek,  in  rear  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  263,  under  the  date  of  23d  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  ten  arpents  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth,  bounded 

in  front  by  Mill  creek  and  the  fiirm  of  Fraufois  Robert,  towards  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  lands  of Branchau, 

Sen.  east  by  unconceded  lands,  and  west  by  lands  of  Jean  Baptiste  Reaume. 

Whereupon,  .\ntoine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  has  continued,  without  interruption,  to  this  day.  Sixty  arpents  are  cultivated;  a  house,  barn,  and  stables 
are  built  thereon.  ... 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appeatr  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  at)ove  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  561;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  562.  jAcquEs  Navarre.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Navarre  to  a  tract  of 
land  situate  on  Mill  creek,  in  rear  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit  in  volume  1,  page  205,  under  the  date  of  23d  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  eight  arpents  in  front  by  twenty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  Mill  creek,  in  rear  by  the  farm  of Branchau,  Sen.,  south  by  prairies,  and  west  by- 
lands  of  Isidore  Navarre. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  without  interruption  to  this  day;  about  twelve  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  describetl  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  562;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  563.  Jean  Batiste  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Campeau  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  5th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  fig- 
ures following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  December  6,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  set  up  title  and  make  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being 
in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  making  one  hundred  and  sixty 
arpents;  bounded  in  front  by  Detroit  river,  in  rear  by  lands  of  the  United  States,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  of 
Whitmore  Knaggs,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  of  Jacob  Visgar;  which  I  hold  by  improvements,  possession,  and 
occupancy,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796. 

^      ^'"^  JEAN  BATISTE  CAMPEAU. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  l5y  lands  of  Whitmore  Knaggs,  and 
southwest  by  lands  of  Jacob  Visgar,  Esq.  r   ,      ,  • 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Visgar,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day;  about  thirty  acres  are  cultivated,  and  a  house  and  barn  are  erected; 
there  is  also  an  orchard.  •  ,    ,       i      ,         , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  563;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
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No.  564.  Jean  Batiste  Rivard. — The  Board  took  into  consideiatinn  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Rivard  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  ^Oth  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  15,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  atid  being  on 
lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimati(m,  two  hundjed  and  forty  arpents,  it  binng  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair*  in  rear  by  unlocated,  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  htnds  formerly  belong- 
ing to  Jean  Crequi,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  of  Joseph  Socier.  I  claim  title  to  this  tract,  by  virtue  of  pos- 
session, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  thereon  previous  to  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

For  Jean  Batiste  RivAiiD, 

LAMBERT  LAFOY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  formerly  of  Jean  Crequi, 
and  southwest  by  lands  of  Joseph  Socier. 

Whereupon,  Etienne  Socier  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was.  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  interruption;  about  forty-five  arpents  are  cultivated;  and  there  are  on  the 
premises  a  house,  barn,  and  an  orchard. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  56 1;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oftice  at  Detroit. 

No.  565.  EtiENNE  Socier. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Etienne  Sociei-  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  '2d  July  last  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit:  ' 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office. 
Sir:  -  Detroit,  Juli/  2,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  a  tract  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  on  L'ance  creuse,  lake  St.  Clair,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  lake,  in 
rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  north  by  Jean  Batiste  Lapierre,and  on  the  south  by  Jean  Batiste  Ambroise  Tremble. 
I  set  up  title  to  the  above  tract  by  possession  and  occupancy,  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ETIENNE  SOCIER,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Robert  Abbott. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  north  by  lands  of  jean  Batiste  Ijapierre,  and 
south  by  lands  of  Jean  Batiste  Ambroise  Tren\ble. 

Whereupon,  Batiste  Cochois  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Laforet  was  in  possession  and  had  improved  the  pre- 
mises, by  building  a  house,  and  clearing  about  two  arpents,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  deponent  in  July, 
1796;  who  exchanged  with  Ignace  Sene,  who  a  few  months  after  sold  to  Henry  Campeau,  who  sold  to  Ignace  Am- 
broise Tremble. 

Batiste  Ambroise  Tremble,  another  witness,  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Ignace  Ambroise  Tremble  sold  to 
Amable  Latour  two  or  three  years  after  he  had  purchased,  and  that  said  Latour  sold  to  the  claimant  four  years  ago, 
who  has  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day;  and  that  since  the  year  1796  to  this  day  this  tract  of  land  has  been  cultivated: 
about  six  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  565;  and  that  he  cause  the  .same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  theRegister  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  566.  Jean  Batiste  Ambroise  Tremble. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste 
Ambroise  Tremble  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  '2d  July  last  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit.  July  2,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  a  tract  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  on  L'ance  creuse,  lake  St.  Clair,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  fiiur  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  lake,  in  rear  by 
unlocated  lands,  on  the  north  by  Etienne  Socier,  and  on  the  south  by  Batiste  Celleron.  I  set  up  title  to  the  above 
tract  by  possession  and  occupancy,  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JEAN  BATISTE  AMBROISE  TREMBLE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Robert  Abbott. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  beingfour  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  north  by  lands  of  Etienne  Socier,  and  south  by  lands 
of  Batiste  Celleron. 

Whereupon,  Batiste  Cochois  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Ignace  Sene  had  possession,  and  improved  the  premises,  in 
budding  a  house,  and  cleared  about  three  quarters  of  an  arpent,  and  continued  until  he  sold  to  the  deponent, 
who  possessed  the  same  two  years,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this 
day:  eight  or  ninearpents  are  cultivated;  a  house  and  stables  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  dotli  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  566;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  '26,  180S. 
The  Board  metat  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  567.  Charles  Rouleau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Charles  Rouleau  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1, 
page  298,  under  the  date  of  4fh  February.  1805, 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  liont  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  the  old  Pattawatamie  road,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Pierre  Dumay, 
and  on  the  other  by  lands  of  John  Cissne. 
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Whereupon,  Teophile  Demerse  was  brought  forward  as  a  witnessiiibehalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day;  a  house  and  a  shop  are  erected  thereon:  and  about  eighteen  arpents  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  567;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjouined  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

RKUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETFR  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 
Detroit.  May  12. 1809.  

No.  15. 

Transcript  of  the  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the. Land  Office  at  Detroit,  commencing  on  Wednesday.  2Sth  of 
December,  and  ending  on  Saturday,  3lst  of  December,  both  inclusive. 

Wednesday,  December  38,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment- 
No.  568.   James  Robison. — The  Board  took  into  c(msideration  the  claim  of  James  Robison  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  cm  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  William  Hill  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

To  the  Begister  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  27,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  six  and  three-quarters  of  an  acre  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  Antoine  Nicholas  Petit,  and  below  by  the  widow 
Wright.     I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

For  James  Robison, 

WILLIAM  HILL,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  it  being  six  and  three-quarters  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Antoine 
Nicholas  Petit,  and  below  by  lands  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of Wright. 

Whereupon,  William  Hill  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  a  house  is  erected  thereon,  and  nine  acres  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  568;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit. 

No.  569.  Jean  Baptiste  Delisle,  (pre-emption  right.) — The  Board  took  info  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean 
Baptiste  Delisle  to  the  right  of  preference  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river-Rouge;  and  the  notice  by  him'  filed  on 
the  22d  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  of  the  United  States  at  Detroit.        '  ' 

Sir: 

I,  Jean  Baptiste  Delisle.  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  do  hereby  give  notice  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  that  I  claim  the  preference  of  being  a  purchaser  of  the 
United  States  of  forty-nine  acres  of  land,  lying  and  being  on  the  river  Rouge,  on  the  northerly  side  thereof,  in  said 
district  of  Detroit,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  .3d  section  of  an  act  of  said  United  States,  entitled  "  An  act 
supplemental  to  an  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,"  which  said  tract  of  land  is  bound- 
ed in  front  upon  said  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  upper  side  by  lands  in  possession  of  Pierre 
Riopel,  on  the  lower  side  by  lands  lately  occupied  by  Jean  Baptiste  Chicot,  and  containing  seven  acres  in  front  by 
seven  in  depth;  claims  to  become  the  purchaser,  as  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  having  been  in  possession  and  improvement 
of  said  tract  of  land  prior  to  the  26tli  of  March,  1804,  and  of  having  continued  such  possession  and  improvement 
down  to  the  passing  of  said  act,  and  until  the  present  time;  the  claimant  having  been,  and  still  being,  the  head  of  a 
family.    Wherefore,  he  prays  his  claim  and  pretensions  may  be  examined  and  heard,  &.c. 

For  Jean  Baptiste  Delisle. 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  .Attorney. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Peltier  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  26th  of  March,  1804,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  pre- 
mises, and  was,  and  is  still,  the  head  of  a  family:   there  is  a  dwelling-house  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissi(mers  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to  the 
above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  569;  and  that  he 
return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  tothe  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 

No.  570-  Widow  Catherine  Thibault. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the  widow  Catherine 
Thibautt  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  near  Grosse  Pointe;  and  the  notice  by  her  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Betroit,  December  28,  IBOS. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  near  Grosse  Pointe,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it 
'  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  thirty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lands  of  Buftiiit  and"  Goiiin,  and  in  rear  by  unlo- 
cated lands,  on  tlw  northeast  by  lands  of  John  Little,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  of  Jean  Baptiste  Lapierre.  I 
claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  thereon  previous  to  the  year  1796,  and  con- 
tinued to  this  date. 

For  Catherine  Thibault. 

FRANCOIS  THIBAULT,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  James  Abbott. 


This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 
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Whereupon,  Louis  Chapoton  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  interruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  De  No.  570;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  571.  Jean  Baptiste  Jerkaume. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume  to 
a.  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  United  States'  Lund  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1806. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  farm  I  have  always  cultivated,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  arpcnts  of  land,  more  or  less,  situate, iying,  and  being  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river 
Raisins,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  easterly  by  Mill  creek,  on  the  west  by  the  road  leading  from  the  said  river 
Raisins  to  the  said  Mill  creek,  between  the  farm  of  Joseph  Bourdeaux  and  my  said  farm,  and  on  the  east,  southerly 
side,  by  Mill  creek,  which  empties,  in  part,  by  a  small  run  into  the  river  Raisins,  up  to  the  line  of  Meldrum  and 
Park.  I  have  been  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvement  of  said  farm,  as  above,  till 
the  present  day. 

For  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume, 

By  ISRAEL  RULAND,  his  Attorney. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Bourdeaux  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  twenty-five  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. — Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  George  Meldrum,  (No.  476,)  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Rocky  river, 
which  was  postponed  the  12fh  instant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  before  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No,  476;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  572.  Joseph  Lorrenger,  (pre-emption  right).— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Lor- 
renger  to  the  right  of  preference  to.  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Miami  river;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  24,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  Miami  river,  that  empties  in 
lake  Erie,  bounded  in  front  by  the  public  highway,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by 
David  Hull,  and  on  the  west  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Ruland;  the  whole  containing  about  sixty  acres,  it  being 
one  and  a  half  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth-  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvement 
made  by  me  previous  to  the  year  1804,  or  by  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

For  Joseph  Lorrenger, 

RICHARD  PATTINSON. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who.  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  been  on  the  premises  near  two  years,  and  that  he  is  not  a  head  of  a  family; 
that  the  claimant  purchased  the  premises  of  one  St.  Michel  about  eighteen  months  ago,  and  that  St.  Michel  had 
lived  on  the  same  five  or  six  years  before,  who  was  the  head  of  a  family. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to 
the  above  described  tract  of  land;  and  that  therefore  his  claim  be  rejected. 

No.  573.  Louis  Chapotok.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Chapoton  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  26th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  honorable  the  Commissioners  qfthe  Land  Board. 

Detroit,  December  26,  1808. 
The  subscriber  enters  his  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing  three  acres  in 
front,  bounded  by  the  river  Detroit,  extending  one  hundred  acres  in  depth,  bounded  to  the  north  by  a  farm  of  thfe 
late  Antoine  Boyer,  and  on  the  south  by  the  farm  of  Louis  Benfait. 

LOUIS  CHAPOTON. 
Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Land  Board. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty 
arpents  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  the  lands  of  the  late 
Antoine  Boyer,  deceased,  and  southwest  by  lands  of  Louis  Benfait. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  without  any  interruption  to  this  day:  about  sixty  acres  are  cultivated; 
a  house,  barn,  &c.  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  (subject  to  a  mortgage  of  sixty-six  pounds  fourteen  shillings.  New  York  currency,  which  Messrs.  R.  &  James 
Abbott  hold  since  the  1st  June,  1805,)  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  573; 
and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained, 
to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  574.  Joseph  Livernois,  Sen.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Livernois,  Sen.  to 
a  tract  of  land  situate  on  Prairie  Ronde,  near  river  Detroit,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  set  up  title  and  make  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  unconcedea  lands, 
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in  rear  by  iincoiiceded  lands,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  of  Josepii  Livernois.  Jun.,  and  on  the  west  by  lands  of 
Messrs.  Todd  and  McGill,  which  I  hold  and  possess  by  virtue  of  improvements,  possession,  and  occupancy  previous 
to  the  1st  July,  1"91J. 

JOSEPH  LIVERNOIS. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
and  is  bounded  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Visgar,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  until  this  day;  foity  or  fifty  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed:  a  house  is  erected 
thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  574;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  575.  John  Askin,  Esq. — The  Board  took  info  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Askin,,Esq.  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  Miami  river,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan: 

To  the  Register  of  lite  United  Stales'  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  '28,  1808. 

You  are  hereliy  notified  that  I  enter  and  claim  a  tract  of  land  of  four  acres  in  width  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
situate  on  the  Miami' river,  and  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  on  the  upper  side  by  fort  Miami,  and  on  the  lower 
side  by  the  house  claimed  by  Alexander  and  Samuel  Ewings,  which  I  claim  by  virtue  of  a  long  and  an  uninter- 
rupted possession  and  improvements. 

For  John  Askin, 

E.  BRUSH,  Attorney. 

This  tract  contains  four  hundred  acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  and  is  bounded  as 
in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  John  Anderson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  as  clerk  to  the  claimant,  and  remained  theieon  until  1802,  when  the  deponent  left  that  place,  and  then 
lef^t  the  premises  in  charge  of  Alexander  Ewings,  for  Mr.  Askin,  who  has  kept  possession  and  cultivated  the  same 
from  that  time  to  this  day:  a  house  is  erected  thereon,  and  eight  or  nine  acres  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  he  No.  575;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  576.  Jean  Batiste  Sene. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Sene  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  33d  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing,to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  ZJecemftcr  23,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land,  situate  and  being  at  la  Pointe  au  Guinolet,  within  the  territory  of  Michigan,  and  bounded  in  front 
by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  side  by  Jacques  Allard,  pere,  and  on  the  southwest  by 
lands  of  L.  Reneau,  beingin  breadth  three  arpents  and  two  perches,  and  in  length  eighty  arpents.  I  claim  and  set 
up  title  to  this  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  occupancy  and  improvements  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796. 

JEAN  BATISTE  SENE,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Joseph  W.\tson.  . 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  and  two  perches  in 
front  by  eighty  in  depth;  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast  by  lands  claimed 
by  Jacques  Allard,  senior,  and  southwest  by  lands  of  Louis  Reneau. 

Whereupon,  Michel  Monet  v/as  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  GriflTard,  junior,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day: 
a  house  is  erected  thereon,  and  five  or  six  aipents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
.  This  deed,  made  this  33d  day  of  December,  1808,  by  Louis  GriSard,  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of 
Michigan,  to  Jean  Batiste  Sene,  of  the  district  and  territory  aforesaid,  in  consideration  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Sene,  and  for  other  good  causes  and 
considerations  him  thereunto  moving,  has  given,  granted,  and  conveyed,  and  hereby  gives,  grants,  and  conveys, 
all  his,  the  said  Louis  Gritlard's,  right  and  title  in  and  to  one  certain  parcel  of  land,  lying  and  being  at  la  Pointe  aux 
Guinolettes,  within  the  aforesaid  district  and  territory,  and  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated 
lands,  01)  the  northeast  side  by  Jacques  Allard,  pere,  and  on  the  southwest  by  the  lands  of  Louis  Reneau,  being  in 
breadth  three  arpents  and  two  perches,  and  in  length  eighty  arpents,  and  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-two  arpents,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  to  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Sene,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever:  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  above  described  premises,  together  with  all  and  singular  the  privileges,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances 
thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  to  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Sene,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  only 
proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  said  Jean  Batiste  Sene.  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  Louis  Griftkrd,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

LOUIS  GRIFFARD,  fils,  his  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

Joseph  Watson,  Conveyancer. 
li.  C.  Bouate. 

District  of  Detroit,  December  23,  1808. 

Acknowledged  before  nie,  the  undersigned  notary  public,  pursuant  to  law.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

JOSEPH  WATSON,  N.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  576;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  577.  Henry  St.  Bernard.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Henry  St.  Bernard  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  lake  St-  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28.  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  ol'  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  lake 
St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
boundedin  front  by  said  lake,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  Laurent  Griftard,  and  on  the  other  side 
by  Julian  Campeau.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me,  previous  to 
1796,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

For  Henry  St.  Bernard, 

LAMBERT  LAFOY. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  itbeing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Laurent  GriBIird,  and  on  the 
other  side  by  lands  of  Julian  Campeau. 

Whereupon,  Michel  Monet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Captain  William  Flemming  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Joseph  EUair,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  who  has  pos- 
sessed and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  savoir: 

Par  devant  George  McDougall,  notaire  public  pour  le  teiTitoire  et  district  cy-dessus,  residant  au  Detroit, 
furent  presents  les  Sieurs  Henry  St.  Bernard, d'une  part,  et  Joseph  Ellair,  d'autre  part,  lesquels  ont  liiit  les  echanges 
et  permutations, ainsy  qu'il  ensuit,  savoir:  que  le  (lit  Sieur  Henry  St.  Bernard  cede  et  abandonne  au  dit  Joseph  El- 
lair une  terre  de  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  le  profondeur  qu'elle  pourra  partir  (de  ce  jour;)  laquelle  terre  sise  au 
nord  du  lac  St.  Clair,  bornee  au  nord-est  par  la  terre  de  M.  McGregor,  et  au  sud-ouest  par  Josette,  veuve  de  Julian 
Forton,  etant  la  meme  terre  que  le  dit  Henry  St.  Bernard  a  acquis  d'Ignace  Ambroise  Tremble,  selon  son  contriit, 
avec  une  maiscm,  et  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances.  Et 
le  dit  Joseph  Ellair  cede  et  abandonne  au  dit  Henry  St.  Bernard  une  autre  terre,  de  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  qua- 
rante  de  profondeur,  sise  prnche  la  riviere  au  Gillionet,  sise  au  nord  du  lac  St.  Clair,  laquelle  terre,  bornee  d'un 
cote,  au  nord-est,  par  Laurent  GrifTard,  et  au  sud-est  par  Julian  Campeau,  avec  une  maison,  grange,  et  autres  ba,ti- 
inens  susconstruits,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  les  parties  se  garantissent  I'un  a  I'autre  de  tous  troubles  et 
empechement  generallement  quelconque,  pour  les  terres  susechangees,  et  de  defendre  les  dittes  premisses,  I'un  a 
I'autre,  contre  toutes  les  clames  et  demandes  de  toutes  personnes  quelconques.  En  foi  de  quoy,  les  dittes  Sieurs 
Henry  St.  Bernard  et  Joseph  Ellair  ont  signe  et  scelle  le  present  contrat  d'echange,  (fait  double)  en  la  presence  de 
moy,  le  dit  notaire,  et  temuins  soussignes,  en  I'etude  du  dit  notaire,  au  Detroit,  Te  douzieme  jour  du  mois  de  Sep- 
tembre,  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  huit. 

JOSEPH  ELLAIR,  [l.  s.] 

HENRY  ST.  BERNARD,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 

Signe  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte,  en  la  presence  de 

John  Burnett, 
B.  W.  Valstine. 

Acknowledged  before  me, 

George  McDougall,  Not.  Pub.  , 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certiticiite  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  577;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  578.  Samuel  Ewings. — The  Board  tookinto  consideration  the  claim  of  Saniuel  Ewings  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Miami,  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  by  Solomon  Sibley,  in  his  behalf,  was  read  in  the  words  and  fig- 
ures following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Samuel  Ewings  hereby  gives  notice  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit  that  he 
claims  to  have  granted  and  confirmed  to  him,  &c.  a  certain  tract  of  land  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  with  the  im- 
provements, &c.  situate  upon  the  river  Miami,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan;  bounded  as  follows, 
to  wit:  commencing  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  Miami  near  the  old  fort,  and  running  down  stream  along  the  bank 
of  said  river  one  mile,  and  extending  back  from  said  river  at  right  angles  in  rear  one  mile;  bounded  in  front  by  the 
said  river,  on  the  upper  side  by  the  old  fort,  or  near  thereto,  on  the  lower  side  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands;  makes 
claim  to  said  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  actual  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  in  himself,  and  those  under 
whom  he  claims  and  derives  title  for  a  long  time  past,  to  wit,  from  a  long  time  prior  to  the  1st  July,  1796. 

For  Samuel  Ewings, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  and  is  bounded  as  in  the  notice. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  John  Anderson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Ronald  McDonald  lived  on  and  improved  the  prem- 
ises, as  clerk  to  Messrs.  Leith  and  Shepherd,  and  remained  thereon  till  1798;  that  afterwards,  the  deponent  went 
and  lived  on  the  premises,  as  a  tenant  of  Leith,  Shepherd,  and  Duff,  and  remained  thereon  till  1802;  then  Dull" 
and  Leith  sold  the  premises  to  Alexander  Ewings,  to  whom  the  deponeiit  delivered  possession;  and  that,  since  that 
time,  he  continued  in  possession  and  occupancy  until  the  22d  instant,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant;  that,  in  the  year 
1796,  there  was  about  one  arpent  improved  as  a  garden:  there  were  a  house,  a  kitchen,  and  stables;  that,  in  the  year 
1802,  when  the  deponent  left  the  premises,  there  were  about  five  arpents  improved,  and  now  there  are  about  fifteen 
or  twenty  arpents. 

There  are  about  eighty  acres  cultivated  and  enclosed,  sixty  of  which  are  claimed  by  Whitmore  Knaggs;  and  that 
he,  the  deponent,  was  present  when  arrangements  were  made  between  Ewings  and  Knaggs,  that  Ewings  was  to  im- 
prove as  much  of  the  land  claimed  by  Knaggs  as  he  could,  for  the  consideration  of  building  a  barn,  and  erect  good 
fences  on  said  lands;  and  also,  one  bushel  ot  grain  yearly;  that,  on  that  part  of  the  land  claimed  by  Knaggs,  where 
Ewings  has  made  improvements,  there  were  no  improvements  made  before  the  year  1803;  that,  at  the  time  the  ar- 
rangement took  place  between  Knaggs  and  Ewings,  there  were  not  more  than  five  acres  in  cultivation  in  superficies; 
and  at  that  same  time,  Ewings  claimed  but  five  acres  in  front. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  December  29,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  579.  Whitmore  Knaggs. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Whitmore  Knaggs,  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Miami;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  19th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  District  of  Detroit,  October  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Cominissionei's  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  river  Miami,  near  the  old  fort  Miami,  and  bounded  as  follows:  commencing  at  a  certain  bush  on 
the  plain,  where  formerly  two  trees  stood,  running  down  said  river  Miami  six  arpents,  one  Gunter's  chain  and  nine- 
ty-two links,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  upper  side  adjoining  lands  of  (he  United  States,  extending  back 
one  hundred  arpents,  and  below  by  lands  sold  to  William  Brown.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  a  deed  from 
the  chiefs  of  the  Ottawas  nation,  as  well  as  long  continued  possession  and  improvements. 

WHITMORE  KNAGGS. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  John  Anderson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
swum,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he  knows  of  no  improvements  being  made  on  this  tract 
of  land;  that,  in  the  year  1803,  improvements  were  made  by  Alexander  Ewings  as  tenant  to  Mr.  Knaggs,  and  that 
those  improvements  have  been  continued  to  this  day;  that  about  twenty-flve  acres  are  cultivated  and  enclosed.  This 
tract  of  land  was  always  claimed  by  "Whitmore  Knaggs.  This  tract  is  part  of  a  large  tract  claimed  by  the  claimant, 
on  which  large  improvements  were  made,  and  were  burnt  down  on  the  20th  August,  1794,  by  General  Wayne's 
army,  as  the  deponent  understood. — Postptmed. 

No.  580.  William  Brown,  Esq.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Brown,  Esq.  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  river  Miami;  and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  the  19th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  Oc/oi«r  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  river  Miami,  containing  six  arpents,  one  Gunter's  chain,  and  ninety-two  links  in  front  and  rear, 
and  one  hundred  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  on  the  river  Miami,  commencing  six  arpents,  one  Gunter's 
chain,  and  ninety-two  links,  I'rom  a  bush,  where  formerly  stood  two  trees,  which  are  now  fallen  down  on  the  plain, 
near  fort  Miami,  on  the  upper  side  joining  lands  claimed  by  Whitmore  Knaggs,  and  on  the  lower  side  by  lands  ownea 
by  Archibald  Lyons.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  to  said  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  long  continued  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  of  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

W1LLLA.M  BROWN. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  John  Anderson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the. 1st  July,  1796,  he  knows  of  no  improvements  being  made  on  this  tract 
of  land;  that,  in  the  year  1803,  improvements  vvere  made  by  Alexander  Ewings,  as  tenant  to  Mr.  Knaggs;  and  that 
those  improvements  have  been  continued  to  this  day;  that  about  twenty-five  acres  are  cultivated  and  enclosed.  This 
tract  of  land  was  always  claimed  by  Whitmore  Knaggs.  This  tract  is  part  of  a  large  tract  claimed  by  the  claimant, 
on  which  large  improvements  were  made,  and  were  burnt  down  on  the  20th  August,  1794,  by  General  Wayne's 
army,  as  the  deponent  understood. — Postponed. 

No.  581.  Archibald  Lyons. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Archibald  Lyons  to  a  tract  of 
land,  on  river  Miami;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  19th  instant  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  October  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  river  Miami,  containing  six  arpents,  one  Gunter's  chain,  and  ninety-two  links  in  front  and  rear, 
and  one  hundred  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  on  said  river  Miami,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  the  up- 
per side  by  lands  owned  by  William  Brown,  and  below  by  lands  owned  by  Conrad  Teneyck:  said  tract  of  land 
being  part  and  parcel  of  land,  a  tract  of  four  thousand'  acres,  granted  to  Whitmore  Knaggs  in  July,  1784,  and  con- 
firmed to  him  by  renewal  of  said  grant,  the  12th  day  of  May,  1797.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  to  said  tract  of  land  by 
virtue  of  long  continued  possession,  and  improvements  of  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ARCHIBALD  LYONS. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  John  Anderson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1794,  the  late  George  Knaggs  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises; that,  on  the  20ih  August,  1794,  the  buildings  were  burnt  down  by  the  army  of  General  Wayne,  as  the  deponent 
understood;  and  that,  from  that  time  to  the  year  1805,  no  other  improvements  were  made  on  the  premises;  since  which 
time  improvements  have  been  made  by  JohuEwings,andthat,  as  the  deponent  understood,  under  Alexander  Ewings, 
his  brother. — Postponed- 

No.  582.  Pierre  Riopel,  (pre-emption  right.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Riopel 
to  a  right  of  preference  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  river  Rouge,  containing,  by  estimation,  twenty -five  acres,  it  being  two  and  a 
half  acres  in  front  by  ten  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northwest 
by  lands  claimed  by  the  Northwest  Company,  and  on  the  southeast  by  lands  of  Batiste  Delisle.  I  claim  the  right 
of  pre-emption  by  virtue  of  improvements  made  thereon  previous  to  die  year  1804,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

PIERRE  RIOPEL,  his  X  mark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafoy. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Visger,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  26th  March,  1804,  Jacques  Desplats  purchased  this  tract  of  Jean  Bap- 
tiste  Cicot,  and  remained  in  thejpossession  of  the  premises  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  kept  a  tenant  on  the 
same  until  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  when  he  went  and  lived  on  it  himself. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  right  of  preference  to 
the  above  described  tract  of  land;  and,  theiel'ore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

No.  583.  Jacob  Visger,  Esq.-rThe  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacob  Visger,  Esq.  to  a  tract  of 
laud  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  28th  inst.  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir;  December,  28,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  set  up  title  and  makeclaim  toa  certain  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  dis- 
trictof  Detroit,  containing  one  hunared  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  forty  acres  in  depth  by  ten  chains  four  links  in  front, 
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and  sixteen  chains  in  rear,  bounded  north  by  unconceded  lands,  west  by  unconceded  lands,  south  by  lands  formerly 
claimed  by  Matthew  Ernest  and  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  east  by  lands  of  the  claimant  and  Batiste  Campeau, 
which  I  hold  by  virtue  of  improvements,  possession,  and  occupancy  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796. 

JACOB  VISGER. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Campeau  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  there  was  a  small  house  built  on  the  piemises,  which 
house  was  renewed  lately,  and  has  always  been  standing;  that  he  knows  of  no  land  being  cultivated,  but  about  five 
arpents  cleared,  and  prepared  for  cultivation  and  meadows;  that  the  claimant  keeps  frequently  a  man  in  the  house  a 
week  at  a  time,  and  almost  always. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  583;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  30,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  584.  The  widow  of  ALEXA^fDER  Ellair. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the  widow  of 
Alexander  Ellair  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  her  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  north  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents 
in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  lake,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  upper  side  by 
lands  claimed  by  Gregur  McGregor,  and  on  the  lower  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Madame  Critie.  1  claim  title 
by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  previous  to  1796,  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive 
title. 

JOSETTE  GALINION,  her  x  mark, 

Witness,  Lambert  Lafoy.  Widow  of  Alexander  JSllair. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Leduc  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  one  arpent  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day;  with  respect  to  the  other  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  the  de- 
ponent saith,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  also  in  possession  and  occupancy,  and  continued  so  until  she 
sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Duiette,  who  sold  to  Francois  L'Esperance,  who  sold  to  Robert  Marsac,  who  sold  to  Ignace 
Ambroise,  who  sold  to  Henry  St.  Bernard,  who  sold  to  Joseph  Ellair,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased  (as 
per  deed  herewith;)  and  that  the  premises  have  been  constantly  cultivated  from  1st  July,  1796,  to  this  day:  a  dwell- 
ing-house is  erected,  and  about  twelve  arpents  are  cultivated. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  her  claim,  exhibited  a  duplicate  of  the  deed  of  Henry  St.  Bernard  to  Joseph  Ellair, 
as  recorded  in  the  claim  of  said  St.  Bernard,  No.  577;  also  a  deed  of  transfer  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Michigan  Territory,  ss. 

■■  Knowall  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Joseph  Ellair,  of  Detroit,  for  and  in  consideratiori  of  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  pounds,  New  York  currency,  to  me  in  hand  paid  at  and  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these 
presents,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  assigned  and  made  over  to  Josette  Galinion,  my  mother, 
all  my  right,  title,  and  intere-^t,  claim,  and  demand  of  and  to  the  within  mentioned  land  and  appurtenances:  to  have 
and  to  hold  to  the  said  Josette  Galinion,  her  heirs  ami  assigns,  forever;  and  I,  the  said  Joseph  Ellair,  for  myself, 
my  heirs  and  assigns,  forever  quit  claim  to  the  within  mentioned  land,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  28th  December,  A.  D.  1808. 

JOSEPH  ELLAIR,  his  X  mark.  [l.  s.l 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
Lambert  Lafoy, 
James  Abbot. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  584;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  585.  Joseph  Socier. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Socier  to  a  tract  of  land,  situ- 
ate on  lake  St.  Clair,  which  iwas  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume 
1,  page  315,  under  the  date  of  5th  February,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Batiste  Rivard,  and  below 
by  lands  of  John  Little. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Marsac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  ami  said,  that  the  claimant  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  premises  these  twenty  years  past,  and  still  doth 
occupy  and  cultivate  the  same:  about  twenty-five  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed;  a  house  and  stables  are  erected 
thereon;  there  is  an  orchard. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  585;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  586.  John  YAx.^The  Board  tbok  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Yax  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake 
St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  \vords  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

7b  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Grosse  Pointe,  containing  two  arpents  one  perch  of 
eighteen  feet  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  northeast 
by  Simon  Yax,  and  southwest  by  Pierre  Yax.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvementf 
made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JEAN  YAX,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Acdkain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Socier  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,'1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  interruption.  About  twenty-four  arpents  are  cultivated;  there  are  a  dwelling- 
house  and  an  orchard  thereon. 
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AnJ  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  586;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.,  (No.  218,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  ninth  day  of 
August  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  before  described  tract 
of  land;  and  that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  December  31,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  587.  Chari.es  Peltier. — The  Board  took  into  c(msideiation  the  claim  of  Charles  Peltier  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  (he  Reghler  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
what  is  generally  called  the  second  concession,  containing  tJiree  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  land's,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  Jacques  Cam- 
peau,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Mr.  Ducharme.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements  made  by  me,  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

CHARLES  PELTIER,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Lambert  Lafoy. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Grimard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  had  erected  a  small  house  on  the  premises,  and 
then  cultivated  part  of  the  land,  and  has  continued  to  cultivate  the  same  to  this  day;  about  four  or  five  arpents  are 
cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  587;  and  that  he  cause  the  sam«  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oflicc  at  Detroil. 

No.  588.  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot,  (pre-emption  right. )— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Bap- 
tiste  Cicot  to  a  right  of  preference  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge,  containing,  by  estimati(m,  thirty  and  a 
quarter  acres,  it  being  five  and  a  half  acres  in  front  by  five  and  a  half  in  depth;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

1  To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  ■  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
north  side  of  river  Rouge,  containing,  by  estimaticm,  thirty  and  a  quarter  acres,  it  being  five  and  a  half  acres  in 
front  by  five  and  a  half  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northwest 
side  by  lands  occupied  by  Jean  Baptiste  Delisle,  and  on  the  southeast  by  lands  claimed  by  the  claimant.  I  claim  by 
virtue  of  occupancy  and  improvements  made  previous  to  the  year  1804,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  CICOT. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Visger,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  month  of  March,  1804,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  cultivated 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day;  that  he  was  then,  and  is  still,  a  head  of  a  family;  a  house  is  erected 
thereon,  and  six  acres  are  cultivated. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to 
the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  588;  and  that 
he  return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

No.  589.  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot,  (pre-emption  right.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Bap- 
tiste Cicot  to  the  right  of  preference  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  river  Rouge,  containing,  by  estimation,  about  sixty 
acres,  it  being  eight  acres  in  front  by  eight  in  depth;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  river  Rouge,  containing,  by  estimation,  sixty  acres,  it  being  eight  acres  in  front 
by  eight  acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northwest  by  lands 
claimed  by  the  claimant,  and  on  the  southeast  by  lands  of  the  United  States.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancv,  and  improvements  made  by  me. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  CICOT. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacob  Visger,  Esq.,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  month  of  March,  1804,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  cultivated 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day;  that  he  was  then,  and  is  still,  a  head  of  a  family:  about  four  acres  are 
cultivated  and  enclosed,  and  a  house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to  the 
above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  ceitificate  shall  be  No.  589;  and  that  he 
return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

No.  590.  George  Blue  Jacket,  (pre-emption  right.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  George 
Blue  Jacket  to  the  right  of  preference  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  filed  14th  instant 
was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  iMud  Office  at  Detroit- 
gm;  Detroit,  December  14,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  on  the  Detroit  river,  containing,  by  estimation,  eighty  acres,  it  being  ten  acres  in  front  by  eight  in 
deptli,  bounded  in  front  by  Detroit  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  (m  the  southwest  and  northeast  by  lands 
of  the  United  States,  unlocated.  I  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments made  by  me  thereon  previous  to  1804,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

For  George  Blue  Jacket, 

J.  I-ASSELLE. 
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This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the.  above  notice. 

AVhereupon,  Phillipe  Lecuyer  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly,  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  March.  1804,  the  claimant  did  possess,  occupy,  and  cultivate  the  premises,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  day.  About  ten  acres  are  cultivated;  that  a  dwelling-house  and  out-houses  are  erected  on 
the  premises;  and  that  the  claimant  was  then,  and  is  still,  a  head  of  a  family. 

And  thereupoji  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  cl-iiniant  is  entitled  to  the  rijht  of  preference  to  the 
above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  (Je  No.  590;  and  that  he 
return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

No.  591.  A.NTOiNE  Lasselle,  Jun.  (pre-en\ption  right.)— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
Antoine  Lasselle,  Jun.  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  in  what  is  commonly  called  the  second  concession,  &c.;  and  the 
notice  by  him'  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Lund  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  _  DETRorr,  i^ece/nirc  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  what  is 
called  the  second  concession,  containing,  by  estiiliation.  eighty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  of  J()hn, 
\Villiam.  and  David  Macomb,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Fran^jois  Gamelin.  I  claim  the  right  of 
;)reemption  by  virtue  of  improvements  made  agreeably  to  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act 
iegulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  territory  of  Michigan." 

....  .  ANTOINE  LASSELLE,  Jun. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  thai  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to  the 
above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  591;  and  that  he 
leturn  the  same,  as  well  as  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  at  least  one-twentieth  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

No.  592.  John,  William,  axd  David  Maco.mb,  (pre-emption  right.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the 
vlaim  of  John,  William,  and  David  Macomb,  to  the  second  concession.  &c.:  and  the  notice  filed  by  Solomon  Sibley, 
■ilieir  attorney,  on  the  10th  instant,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  Ibllowiiig,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  ■      Detroit,  J9ece»!/)ec  10,  1808. 

In  conformity  with  the  second  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  regulating  the  grants 
of  land  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,"  John  Macomb,  William  Jlaconib,  and  David  Macomb,  sons  and  heirs  of 
William  Macomb,  late  of  Detroit,  Esq.,  deceased,  hereby  give  notice  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  that 
they  claim  the  preference  of  becoming  the  purchasers  of  two  certain  tracts  of  land  lying  in  said  district  and  territory, 
in  rear  of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  and  adjoining  the  same,  confirmed  to  them,  the  said  John,  William,  and  David 
Macomb,  by  the  said  commissioners;  which  said  farm,  so  confirmed,  is  situated  upan  the  ['iver  Detroit,  adjoining  the 
public  domain  (so  called)  on  the  lower  side  of  said  town  of  Detroit;  one  of  said  tracts  of  land  commences  at  forty 
arpents  from  said  river,  and  extends  back,  in  continuation,  forty  arpents,  being  two  arpents  in  width,  that  is,  five 
chains  and  ninety-two  links  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  sixteen  chains  and  fifty  links  in  depth,  containing  sixty-nine 
acres,  English  measure,  or  statute  acres,  bounded  southei'ly  by  lands  of  the  claimants,  easterly  by  the  public  domain, 
(so  called,)  northerly  by  United  States'  lands,  and  westerly  by  lands  of  claimants;  the  other  of  said  tracts,  com- 
mencing forty  arpents  from  said  river  Detroit,  is  three  arpents  wide  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  or  eight  chains  eighty  ■ 
eight  liiiks  wide,  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  chains  and  fifty  links  in  depth,  and  containing  one  hundred  and  three 
and  one-fourth  acres,  English  or  statute  measure,  and  is  bounded  southerly  and  westerly  by  the  lands  of  the  said 
John,  William,  and  David,  in  rear  by  vacant  lands,  on  the  westerly  side  by  the  lands  in  continuation  of  Antoine 
Lasselle,  Jun.,  formerly  the  iarm  of  Pierre  Chene;  which  said  two  tracts  of  land  together  contain  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  acres  and  one-fourthof  an  acre,  statute  measure  of  the  United  States:  wherefore,  the  said  John,  William, 
and  David  pray  that  this  their  entry,  and  claim  of  preference  of  being  the  purchasers,  &c.  may  be  received  and 
sustained  by  said  connnissioners,  and  that  the  same  being  examined  and  considered,  such  further  proceedings  may 
be  had  tiiereon,  as  may  be  necessary  to  fenable  them  to  obtain  a  patent  lor  the  same,  &c. 

For  John,  William,  and  David  IMacomb, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  .iltorney  and  Agent. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to  the 
above  described  trajCt  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  592;  and  that 
they  return  the  same,  as  well  as  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  at  least  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

No.  593.  Francois  Valliquet  and  Amable  Bellair,  (pre-emption  light.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration 
the  claim  of  Francois  Valliquet  and  Amable  Bellair  to  the  right  of  preference  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river 
Miami;  and  the  notice  filed  this  day  by  Solomon  Sibley,  their  attorney,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit  that  Francois  Val- 
liquetand  Amable  Bellan,  of  said  district,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  and  each  the  head  of  a  family,  claim  the  right, 
•  under  the  third  section  of  an  act  entitled  An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  approved  the  25th  April,  1808,  of  becoming  the  purchasers  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  upon  the 
northwest  side  of  the  river  Miami,  below  the  rapids  dierenf,  in  the  said  land  district  of  Deti-oit,  and  territory  of 
Michigan,  which  said  tract  of  land  contains'  six  acres  in  front  upon  said  river  Miami,  and  twenty  in  depth,  mak- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  bounded  in  front  by  said  rivei-,  on  the  lower  side  by  a  line  separating  said  tract 
from  the  improvements  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beaugrand,  in  rear  by  United  States' lands,  and  upon  the  upper  side  by 
lands  of  the  United  States.  The  said  Valliquet  and  Bellair  claimelh  privilege  of  purchasing  the  above  described 
tract  of  land  (to  the  exception  of  two  acres  claimed  by  Fiancis  Desforges,  to  wit,  one  acre  in  front  upon  said  river 
by  two  acres  in  depth,)  by  virtue  of  having  occupied,  possessed,  and  improved  the  same  prior  to  the  26th  March, 
1804,  down  to  the  25th  April,  1808. 

For  Francois  Valliquet  and  Amable  Bellair,  claimants, 

SOh.  SIBLEY,  .Attorney  and  .Igen'. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Gabriel  Godfroy  was  brought  birwardas  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who, beingduly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  month  of  March,  1804.  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  have  continued  so  to  this  day;  that  they  are  both  heads  of  family;  that  about  ten  arpents  are  cultivated, 
and  that  two  houses  and  out-houses  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the   claimants  are  entided  to  the  right  of  preference  to 
the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  593;  and  that 
they  return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  ist  day  of  January  next. 
63  •  p 
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The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jesse  Hicks  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  on  Grosse  Isle, 
which  was  postponed  on  the  25th  day  of  November  last,  (No.  341.) 

Whereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to  the 
before  described  tract  of  land  ;  and  that,  therefore,  his  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  594.  Francis  Desforges,  (pre-emption  right. ) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francis 
Desforges  to  the  right  of  preference  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  northwest  side  of  river  Miami;  and  the  notice 
tiled  this  day  by  Solomon  Sibley,  his  attorney,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Sir:  Detroit,  BecemSer  30.  1808. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  that 
Francis  Desforges  claims  the  privilege  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  the  pre-emption  right  to  a  certain  tract  of  land, 
or  lot,  with  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  erected  and  standing,  situated  upon  the  northwest  side  of  the 
river  Miami,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  containing  two  square  acres  of  land,  and  bounded 
in  front  by  the  bank  of  the  Miami  river,  on  the  lower  side  by  a  lot  of  ground  occupied  and  improved  by  Amable 
Bellair,  or  one  Valliquet,  in  rear  and  on  the  upper  side  by  United  States'  land,  said  to  be  claimed  by  said  Bellair  or  Val- 
liquet.  The  said  Francis  Desforges  claims  to  become  the  purchaser  of  said  lot  or  tract  of  land,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  third  section  of  theactof  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  supplemental  to  anactregulatingthe  grants  of  land  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,"  approved  April  25,  1808,  the  claimant  being  the  head  of  a  family,  and  possessed,  &c.  of  said 
lot  ofland  prior  to  the  26th  March,  1804,  and  having  continued  to  possess  and  improve  the  same  down  to  the  day 
of  passing  said  act.  ,  . 

For  Fran'cis  Desforges, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon.  Gabriel  Godfroy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  month  of  March,  1804,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  thereon  three  years  after,  when  he  became  insane;  and  that  Robert  Innis  became  his  guar- 
dian, and  kept  a  tenant  in  the  house  during  his  insanity;  and  that  he  is  now  restored  to  his  legal  capacity  by  a  de- 
cree of  the  Supreme  Court  sitting  in  Chancery.  There  is  a  two  story  house  ei-ected  on  the  premises,  and  there  is 
also  a  good  garden. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to  the 
above  described  tract  ofland,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  594;  and  that  he 
return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  to  the" Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 

No.  595.  Gabriel  Godfroy  and  Jean  Baptiste  Beaugrand,  (pre-emption  right.) — The  Board  took  into  con- 
sideration the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  and  Jean  Baptiste  Beaugrand  to  the  right  of  preference  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  northwest  side  of  river  Miami;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit :  .  - 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit- 
Sir:  •        Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  we  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  ofland  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  on  the  west-northwest  side  of  the  Miami  river,  that  empties  itself  into  lake  Erie,  containing,  by 
estimation,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  it  being  fifteen  acres  in  front  by  fifteen  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  the  said  Miami  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  south  or  upper  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Bellair 
and  Valliquet,  aud  on  the  north  or  lower  side  by  unlocated  lands:  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  by  virtue  of  im- 
provements and  occupancy  of  the  said  tract  previous  to  the  year  1804,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

For  GoDFKOV  and  Beaugrand, 

G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Lasselle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf.of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  month  of  March,  1804,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  have  continued  so  to  this  day.  Three  houses  are  erected  on  the  premises,  and  four  or  five  arpents 
are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to 
the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  595;  and 
that  they  return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  at  least  one-fourth  part  o  f 
the  purchase  money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jauuary.next. 

No.  596.  Dr.  Francis  Le  Barron,  (pre-emption  right.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Dr. 
Francis  Le  Barron  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  lot  of  ground  of  two  square  acres,  situate  on  the  island  of  Mich- 
illimackinack;  and  the  notice  byhim  filed  on  the  llth  August  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit: 
Sir:  Detroit,  August  1 1,  1808. 

I  hereby  make  entry  and  claim  the  pre-emptive  right  to  two  square  acres  of  land  on  the  island  of  Michilli- 
mackinack,  bounded  on  the  south  side  and  in  front  by  the  strait  of  lake  Michigan,  on  the  north  by  a  high  precipice, 
on  the  east  by  a  line  that  divides  this  claim  from  the  body  of  the  island,  and  on  the  west  by  a  lime  ridge.  This 
tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  possessory  right  for  about  five  years  past. 

FRANCIS  LE  BARRON. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

And  thereupon,  no  testimony  being  adduced,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  enti- 
tled to  the  right  of  preference  to  the  above  described  tract  ofland;  and  that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

No.  597.  St.  Michel  and  Joseph  Lorrenger,  (pre-emption  right.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the 

claim  of St.  Michel  and  Joseph  Lorrenger  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  northwest 

side  of  river  Miami;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  this  day  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Lcmd  Office  at  Detroit. 
giR:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  that  -; —  St.  Mi- 
chel and  Joseph  Lorrenger,  of  said  district,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  claim  the  right,  under  the  3d  section  of  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,"  approved  April  , 
25,  1808,  of  becoming  the  purchasers  of  a  certain  tract  ot  land  situated  upon  the  northwest  side  of  the  river  Miami, 
below  the  rapids  thereof,  in  the  said  land  district  of  Detroit,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  which  said  tract  of  land  con- 
tains three  acres  in  front  upon  said  river  Miami,  and  twenty  acres  in  depth,  making  sixty  acres,  bounded  in  front  by 
said  river,  on  the  upper  and  lower  sides  by  land  settled  by  David  Hull  and  Joseph  Ruland.  and  in  rear  by  United 
States'  lands.    The  said  St.  Michel  and  Lorrenger  claim  the  privilege  of  purchasing  the  abore  described  tract  of 
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land  by  virtue  of. having  occupied,  possessed,  and  iiftproved  the  same  prior  to  the  2Gtli  March,  1804,  down  to  the 
35th  April,  1808. 

For St-  Michel  and  Joseph  Lorrenger, 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL,  Attorney  of  claimants. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  aboVe  notice. 

Whereupon,  Francis  Durgeot  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  beiialf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1803,  ■ — -  St.  Michel  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has 
continued  so  until  about  twenty-one  months  ago,  when  Joseph  Lorrenger  took  possession,,and  has  occupied  the  same 
until  last  spring,  vi'heu  the  deponent  was  at  that  place;  about  three  or  four  acres  are  cultivated,  and  a  house  and 
store-house  are  erected  thereon. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  claimants  lived  together  on  the  premises  about  seven  months. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  preference  to 
the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  597;  and 
that  they  return  the  same,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  at  least  one-fourth  part 
of  the  purchase  money,  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 


No.  16. 


Transcript  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  cofnmencing  the  2d  day  of  January, 
and  ending  27/A  of  February,  1809,  both  days  inclusive. 

Monday,  January  2,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
AVednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  January  4,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  January  6,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon^ 

Monday,  January  9,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  ./anMary  11,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  January  13,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  598.  George  Meldrum,  administrator  of  Jean  Le  May,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration 
the  claim  of  George  Meldrum,  as  administrator  of  Jean  Le  May,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  St. 
Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  24th  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

The  honorable  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Detroit,  December  24,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  and  enter  on  your  records  a  tract  of  land,  lying  and  being  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  five 
acres  in  front  on  said  river,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  pf  George  Cotterall,  and  on  the  northwest  one  hundred 
acres,  bounded  by  unlocated  lands,  and  on  the  northeast  by  ihe  same. 

,  For  the  late  Jean  Le  May, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM,  Administrator. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  five  hundred  acres,  and' is  bounded  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Robitaille  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  late  Jean  Dumay,  deceased,  who  occupied  the  same  until  he  died; 
since  which,  George  Meldrum,  as  administrator,  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  jear  to  this  day:  about 
fourteen  arpents  are  cultivated;  a  good  house  and  stables  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  598;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
.surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  599.  The  legal  heirs  of  James  Abbott,  Esq.  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
the  legal  heirs  of  the  late  James  Abbott  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  near  L'ance  creuse; 
and  the  notice  by  them  filed  the  31st  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  '  Detroit,  December  31,  1809. 

Please  take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
northwest  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  near  L'ance  creuse,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being 
sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  north 
by  unlocated  lands,  and  on  the  south-southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  a  Monsieur  Duchesne.  We  claim  title  by 
virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  previous  to  1796,  or  by  those  from  whom  we  derive 
title. 

For  the  heirs  of  the  late  James  Abbott,  deceased, 

JAMES  ABBOTT. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Robitaille  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  inbehalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  cultivated  the  premises  as  a  tenant  of  the 
late  James  Abbott,  deceased;  that  he  built  a  house  thereon,  cleared  and  enclosed  about  three  arpents;  and  that  from 
that  time  to  this  day  he  has  continued  to  cultivate  the  same  as  a  tenant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  599;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon 
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...  '  Monday,  January  16,  1809. 

'1  he  Board  met  at  nine  m  the  forenoon,  pm-suant  to  ailjournnient. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Aniabls  Beliair,  (No.  520,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  17th  instant. 

Wheieupon,  Joseph  BeUaii-  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  clannant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1706,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  tiie  premises, 
that  he,  the  deponent,  helped  to  haul  the  timber  for  the  house  now  erected  thereon,  and  that  the  claimant  has  continu- 
ed to  this  d.iy  to  possess  and.  cultivate  the  same. 

And  thereui'im,  in  consequence  of  the  above  evidence,  and  also  in  consequence  of  the  entry  made  by  the  claimant 
with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  71,  under  the  date  of  25th  January, 
1806,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth 
bounded  in  Iront  by  Otter  creek,  in  rear  by  river  aux  Vases,  on  the  upper  side  by  unlncated  lands,  and  below  by  the 
land  of  the  claimant,  and  that  he  have  a  cei-tificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  520;  and  that  he  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  tlie 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  600.  AiMABLE  Bellair. — The  Board  took  info  consideration  the  claim  of  Amable  Beliair  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  30th  December  last  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  Ihc  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  one 
hundred  and  twentj;  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by  the  lands 
ofthe  heirs  of  Tibbitt.  and  below 'by  Hubert  Lacroix.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title.  .  . 

For  Amable  Bellaik. 
..  ,  JOSEPH  BELLAIR,  his  X  mark. 

AVitness,  Peter  Audraix. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Beliair  was  brought  forvard  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  tlie  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  ami  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day  without  interruption:  about  eighteen  arpents  are  in  cultivation;  a  house  and  stables 
are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  anil  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  600;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday, /anuacT/ 18,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  .adjournment. 

No.  601.  Batiste  DuBAV. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Batiste  Dubay  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  L'ance  creuse.  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  6th  of  September  last  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  .       '  Detroit,  Sejitember  6,  1808. 

•  _  Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  ofthe  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situated  on  lake  St.  Clair,  at  L'ance  creuse,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  and  a  half  arpents  in  front,  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side,  above,  by  Louis  Laforge,  on 
the  other  side,  below,  by  Simon  Landri.  .  1  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve-^ 
ments  made  by  me  or  those  from  wliom  I  derive  title. 

*  BATISTE  DUMAY,  his  x  mark. 

W  itness,  Peter  .A.udrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whei-eupbn,  Jean  Batiste  Nante  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  b«ng  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Joseph  Garand  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Saraphan  Loson,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased  about  six 
years  ago,  and  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  every  year  to  this  day.  About  six  arpents  are  cultivated,  and 
a  house  is  erected  thereon.' 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  601;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the: 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  602.  Alexis  Dusay.— ^The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Alexis  Dubay  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him'  filed  on  the  6th  of  September  last  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  .  '  Detroit,  September  6,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  ofthe  I/and  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
at  L'ance  creuse,  of  four  arpents  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded 
lands,  above  by  Simon  Landri,  and  below  by  Miciiael  Comparet.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancy,  and  improvements  made  bv  me  or  those  from  whom  I  ilerive  title. 

ALEXIS  DUBAY,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  and  is  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in 
rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Simon  Landri,  and  below  by  lands  of  Michael  Comparet. 

Wheieupon,  Jean  Batiste  Nante  was  brought  forwa;rd  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1796,  one  Dubay,  father  to  the  claimant,  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  about  six  years  ago,  when  he  sold  to  his  son,  (the  claimant) 
who  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  every  year  since  tliat  time  to  this  day.  About  five  arpents  are  cultivated, 
and  a  house  and  stables  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  <lescribed  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  602;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  ofthe  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit- 
Adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Friday,  January  20,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  foienoon.  pmsuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Park,  (No.  500,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  24th  of  Decern 
ber  last. 

Whereupon,  the  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  deed  from  Phillippe  Bellanger  to  Benoit  Clia- 
poton,  whicii  was  entered  at  full  length  by  the  former  commissioners,  in  liber  B,  fo.  151;  and  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  extracted,  to  wit: 

"  Excepte  et  reserve  I'emplacement  et  terreins  du  Sieur  Bellard,  et  qui  ii'est  ny  ne  sera  point  maitre  d'elcver  au- 
cuns  bestiaux  d'aucune  espece,  ni  de  passer  ni  faire  aucun  cbemin  sur  ia  ditte  terre."' 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioneis  thatthe  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  Shall  be  No.  560;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  reluriied  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Dftice  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

'  Saturday.  January  21,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  603.  The  heirs  of  Cecille  Campeau,  wife  of  Jacgiues  Losox.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the 
claim  of  the  legal  heirs  of  the  late  Cecille  Campeau,  deceased,  and  wife  of  Jacques  Loson,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  the  18th  of  August  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  of  the  United  States,  held  at  Detroit, 
Sir:  '  Detroit,  ./^j/g'i/.s/ 17,  1  SOS. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  I,  John  Williams,  son  and  co-heir  of  Cecille  Canipeaii,  late  the  wife  of  Jacques 
Loson.  and  late  the  widow  of  Thomas  Williams,  my  late  father,  deceased,  for  and  in  right  of  myself,  as  well  as 
for  and  in  right  of  all  the  children  and  co-heirs  of  the  said  Cecille,  our  mother,  deceased,  and  in  ri"lit  thereof,  do 
now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  oar  claim  in  and  to  a  certain  tract  ofland,  situated 
upon  the  river  Huron,  in  the  district  of  Huron,  and  territo:y  of  Michigan,  containing, by  estimation,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  or  thereabout,  bo'unded  in  front  upon  said  river  Huron,  upon  the  upper  side,  southwesterly,  by  lands 
claimed  by  Joseph  Campeau,  on  the  lower  side,  northerly,  by  lands  claimed  by  Michel  Comparet,  and  in  rear  by  lake 
St.  Clair,  being  in  front,  upon  said  river  Huron,  twelve  acres,  or  thereabouts,  and  in  depth  fifty -three  and  one-third 
acres,  or  thereabouts.  I,  the  said  John  Williams,  for  myself  and  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  children  and  co-heirs  of  the 
said  Cecille,  our  late  mother,  deceased,  make  claim  and  set  up  title  to  said  tract  ofland,  in  the  right  of,  and  as  the  le- 
gal representatives  of,  the  said  Cecille,  deceased,  by  virtue  of  purchase  of  said  tract  ofland,  made  by  said  Cecille,  in 
her  lifetime,  as  well  as  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  thereon  had,  made,  and  done  by  the  said 
Cecille,  and  those  underwhom  the  said  Cecille,  and  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives,  set  up  title  and  claim  in  and 
to  said  tract  of  land,  &c. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS, 
For  himself  and  the  co- heirs  of  the  lute  Cecille  Campeau,  deceased. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Wherupon,  Jacques  Campeau  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  (July  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Jacques  Loson  and  his  late  wife,  Cecille  Campeau,  were  in 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises;  that  Sirs.  Loson  remained  on  the  said  premises  with  her  husband  until  she 
died;  and  that  Jacques  Loson  has  continued  on  the  same  to  this  day:  that  several  people  had  made  some  imp;-ove- 
ments  on  the  premises,  and  that  Loson  and  his  wife  purchased  them,  to  wit,  from  Thomas  Edwards;  that  after- 
wards Isaac  Williams  did  transfer  to  them  a  certain  quantity  of  land  adjoining,  making  now  part  of  the  farm  possessed 
and  occupied  by  said  Loson,  which  said  quantity  of  land  so  transferred  was  the  joint  property  of  said  Isaac  Wil- 
liams and  of  the  late  Thomas  Williams.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  said  Isaac  Williams  and  Thoma.- 
Williams  never  made  any  improvements  on  this  tract  of  land.  The  deponent  has  no  knowledge  that  the  first  im- 
provements were  made  under  the  authority  of  Isaac  and  Thomas  Williams;  the  deponent  saith  that  there  are  about 
thirty-five  or  thifty-six  arpents  cultivated  and  enclosed,  and  that  a  house,  barn,  and  other  out-houses  are  erected  on 
the  premises;  that  the  house  now  standing  was  built  by  Thomas  Edwards,  but  that  the  barn  and  other  buildings 
have  been  erected  by  Jacques  Loson.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  John  Williams  worked  now  and  then  on  the 
said  tract  of  fand  with  a  negro  of  his  father;  that  the  negro  worked  seven  or  eight  years  until  he  was  sold,  to  wit, 
seven  or  eight  years  a"o.  Tne  deponent  knows  that  Jacques  Loson  has  cultivated  this  farm  ever  shice  he  has  been 
in  possession  of  it,  and  that  all  the  fencing,  seeding,  and  ploughing,  has  been  made  by  said  Loson,  or  by  people  under 
him;  that  the  negro  was  brought  to  Jacques  Loson  by  his  wife,  when  he  married  her,  and  was  sold  by  him,  or  her. 
during  her  lifetime;  that  John  Williams  lived  in  the  house  of  Jacques  Loson  during  the  time  he  I'emained  on 
river  Huron.  That,  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loson  went  to  live  on  river  Huron,  he,  the  deponent,  thought  that  they 
were  going  on  the  property  of  Mrs.  Loson,  but  he  does  not  know  whether  Loson  thought  so  himself  or  not.  That 
two  daugliters  of  Mrs.  Loson,  by  her  first  husband,  lived  seven  or  eight  years,  more  or  less,  in  the  family  of  Jacques 
Loson,  except  the  time  they  were  sent  to  school. 

Touissant  Campeau,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and.  said,  that  he  often  heard  the  late  Mrs.  Loson 
say  that  the  premises  under  consideration  were  her  property;  that  there  were  about  twelve  arpents  cultivated  anil 
enclosed,  previous  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loson  going  to  reside,  thereiin.  The  deponent  being  asked  in  what  situation 
Jacques  Loson  was  when  he  went  to  live  on  the  river  Huron,  answered  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  he  be- 
lieves that  he  had  nothing.— Postponed.  . 

No.  6.01.  Joseph  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  tea  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  31st  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  December  31 ,  1808. 
Sir: 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  one  tract  of  land,  situate  on  or  near  river  Huron,  containing  twelve  arpents 

in  front  by arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  fronton  river  Huron,  above  by  iny  own  lands,  and  below  by  Fran  ■ 

cois  St.  Obin.    I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1 
derive  title. 

JOSEPH  CAMPEAU. 

Tliis  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notic(f. 

Whereupon,  Jacques  Loson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  been  living  on  the  farm  under  consideration  about  sixteen  years,  and  has  worked  and 
improved  the  same  to  this  day;  that,  when  he  went  to  live  on  it,  there  was  on  it  one  Thomas  Edwards,  from  whom 
he,  the  deponent,  purchased  the  improvements;  that  he  sold  this  tract  of  land  to  Joseph  Campeau  for  a  valuable  consi- 
deration, but  that  the  late  Mrs.  Loson  refused  to  sign  the  deed;  that  Mrs.  Loson  refused  also  to  sign  the  mortgage,  but 
that  he,  the  deponent,  forced  her  to  do  it;  that  he  owed  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Campeau  for  goods  which  he. 
the  deponent,  had  taken  from  the  store  of  Mr.  Campeau,  for  the  use  of  his  family;  and  that  it  was  for  that  debt  that 
he  gave  the  above  mentioned  mortgage  to  Mr.  Campeau;  that  the  children  of  Mrs.  Loson  by  her  first  husband  were 
not  constantly  with  him,  but  livecf  with  him  about  seven  or  eight  years,  and  were  clothed  with  part  of  the  goods 
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purchased  fiom  Mr.  Campeau's  store;  that  he  paid  Thomas  Edwards  for  his  improvements  with  a  horse,  which  was 
part  of  Mrs.  Loson's  property,  and  with  an  order  on  Mr-  Campeau  for  about  twenty  pounds,  which  is  comprehended 
in  the  mortgage;  tiiat,  since  he  sold  his  farm  to  Mr.  Campeau,  he  considered  himself  as  a  man  living  thereon,  with- 
out paying  I'ent,  and  that  he  does  not  consider  Mr.  Campeau  as  owner,  because  Mr.  Campeau  never  took  posses- 
sion of  the  premises.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  knows  of  Mr.  Isaac  Williams  having  transferred  alF  the 
lands  to  the  late  Mrs.  Loson,  the  year  they  went  to  live  on  them,  but  prior  to  their  going;  and  that  he,  the  deponent^ 
agreed  to  the  transfer,  and  that  he  always  considered  the  premises  as  the  property  of  his  wife;  and  that  he  worked 
the  same  as  common  property  between  them;  that,  about  two  years  ago,  he  settl'ed  all  his  accounts  with  Mr.  Cam- 
peau, and  gave  Mr.  Campeau  his  note  of  hand  for  the  balance,  which  is  now  unpaid,  including  the  mortgage  moneyj 
that  Mr.  Campeau  did  not  say  that  the  mortgage  and  other  papers  were  null  and  good  for  nothing.  The  deponent 
e.Khibited  a  writing  purporting  to  be  a  mutual  gift  between  him  and  his  late  wife.— Postponed. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  23,  1809.  • 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  January  25,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Fri- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  January  27,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  G05.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Pierre  Mayet,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Pierre  Mayet,  deceased,  to  a  tmct  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by 
them  filed  the  6th  July,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  ■  '  Dexroit,  July  6,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  t  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  about  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake 
St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  Batiste  Chovin,  and  on  the  other-side  by  Jean  Louis  Tremble. 
I  claim  and  set  up  title  for  myself  and  children,  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by 
me  or  by  my  late  husband,  Pierre  Mayet,  deceased. 

MARY,  THE  WIDOW  OF  Pierre  Mayet,  her  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  John  Grant  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Pierre  Mayet,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occupan- 
cy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children  have  occupied  and 
cultivated  the  same  to  this  day:  about  fourteen  arpents  are  under  cultivation,  and  a  house  and  stables  are  erected 
thereon.  i       •>     . 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  aboVe  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  605;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  606.  The  WIDOW  OF  Victor  Moriceau,  deceased.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the 
widow  of  Victor  Moriceau,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Ecorces;  and  the  notice  by  her  filed  the 
38th  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  Jigures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Betroit. 
Sir;  Detroit,  Z)ec«n6er  28,  1808- 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Ecorces,  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  uu- 
conceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Dominique  Drouillard,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Mr.  Schiefi'elin.  I 
claim  by  virtue.of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1  deriN't  title. 

THE  W IDO W  OF  VICTOR  MORICEAU,  her  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Baptiste  Rouson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  without  interruption  to  this  day:  ten  or  twelve  arpents  are  cultivated,  and  a  house  and  stables 
are  erected  on  the  premises-  ,       ,  .  .  ...        ,       ,         ,       ...  „ 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  ot 
land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  606;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  tlie  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No-  607.  The  legal  heirs' of  Francois  PaCl  Campeau,  deceased .^-The  Board  took  into  consideration  the 
claim  of  the  legal  heirs  of  Francois  Paul  Campeau,  deceased,  to'a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Otter  creek;  and  the 
notice  by  them  filed  the  28th  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  aux  Loutres,  containing  six  arpents  in 
front  by  about  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  aux  Loutres,  on  one  side  by  lands  ot  Joseph 
Monmini,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Joseph  Drouillard.  We  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  by  our  late  father,  deceased,  or  those  from  whom  he  derived  title. 

For  the  heirs  of  Francois  Paul  Campeau,  deceased, 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  ROUSON,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Drouillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Francois  Paul  Campeau  was  in  jaossession  arid  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  afterwards  the  children  have  occupied  the  premises,  until 
about  four  years  ago,  since  which  time  the  land  has  remined  idle:  about  seven  arpents  have  been  cultivated;  there 
w  as  a  house  on  the  premises,  which  was  burnt  about  three  years  ago. — Postponed. 

No.  608.  Joseph  Drouillard.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Drouillard  toa  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  Otter  creek;  and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  the  28th  December  last  was  read  in. the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 


i 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  aux  Loutres,  containing  four  arpents  in  front 
•  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  on  one  side  by  glands  of  Antoine  Dubreuil,  and  on  the  other 
side  by  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Fran(;uis  Paul  Canipeau.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

OSEPH  DROUILLARD,  his  X  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice.  . 

Whereupon,  Francois  .Soudriette  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous. to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  remained  on  the  same  until  about  six  years  ago,  when  the  claimant  left  them;  after  that  time,  Antoine 
Lafontaine  took  possession  of  that  tract,  and  remained  thereon  two  years,  and  then  sold  his  improvements  and  pre- 
tensions to  Antoine  Guy,  who  has  lived  on  the  premises  these  two  years. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  30,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  609.  Charles  Poupard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Charles  Poupard,  grantee  of  the 
widow  of  Simon  Campeau,  deceased,  being  part  of  a  tract  which  Was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  by  Gabriel  Chene,  in  vol.  9,  page  256,  under  the  date  of  2Sth  February,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Robert  McDougall,  and  be- 
low by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  Chene. 

Whereupon,  Teophile  Mette  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Simon  Canipeau,  deceased,  was  in  pos- 
session and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  his  death;  that  the  widow  occupied  the  sarrte  until  five 
or  six  years  ago,  when  she  sold  to  the  claimant,  as  per  deed  herewith;  and  that  the  claimant  has  occupied  and  culti- 
vated the  same  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Detroit,  Comte  de  Wayne: 

Par  devant  le  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  dans  te  territoire  dTndiana,  residant  au  Detroit,  fut  pre- 
sent Dame  veuve  Simon  Campeau,  demeurant  sur  sa  terre,  dans  le  cote  du  nord-est  de  la  paroisse  Ste.  Anne,  du  dit 
comte,  laquelle  reconnoit  par  ces  presentes  avoir  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours, 
avec  garantie  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  autre  empeche- 
ment  generallement  quelconque,  au  Sieur  Charles  Poupard,  son  gendre,  et  a,  Phelise  Campeau  Poupard,  son  epouse, 
qu'il  autorise  a  I'efiet  des  presentes,  a.  ces  presents  et  acceptants,  pour  eux,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir, 
la  moitie  de  la  ditte  terre  ou  elle  demeure  presenteraent,  comme  dit  est:  laditte  moitie  d'un  arpent  et  demi  de  front 
sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  avec  toutes  les  circonstances  et  dependances,  sans  en  rien  reservernyretenir,  et  avec  le 
meme  droit  sur  les  quarante  autres  arpents  au  bout  des  dits  premier  cede,  et  en  outre  la  ditte  veuve,  au  dit  Pou- 
pard et  sa  femine,  tuus  les  meubles  nientionnees  dans  l'inventa,ire  qui  a  ete  fait  des  biens  qui  ont  ete  entr'elle  et  le 
dit  defunt  Simon  Campeau,  avant  son  mari,  c'est  a  dire:  tous  les  meubles  en  general  nientionnees  au  dit  inventaire, 
en  date  du  neuf  de  May  dernier,  sans  en  rien  reserver  ny  retenir,  consistant  en  meubles  de  menage,  animaux, 
"'  ■■•■  '  ■■"  ....  I  de  I'autre  arpent  et 

:  lui  abandonne  aussi 
-  ....  .  „  :  avec  le  dit  feu  Simon 

Campeau,  tel  que  le  tout  est  mentionne  au  dit  inventaire,  ce  que  les  dits  Charles  Poupard  et  son  epouse  ont  accepte. 

Cette  abandon,  cession,  transport,  etdelaissement,  ainsy  fait  aux  conditions  suivantes,  savoir:  que  Je  dit  Poupard 
s'oblige  de  nourrir,  entretenirde  hardes,  loger,  chauffer,  eclairer  la  ditte  veuve  sa  vie  tlurant,  et  la  traiter  avec 
respect,  tanten  sante  qu'en  maladie;  auquel  cas,  de  la  faire  soigner  comme  il  conviendra,en  outre  s'oblige cle  nourrir 
et  loger  demoiselle  Angelique  Campeau,  sa  belle-soeur,  jusqu'a  ce  qu'elle  soit  pourvue  par  manage,  ou  autrement, 
et  de  la  traiter  doucement,  et  ainsy  que  de  nourrir  la  veuve  Simon  Canipeau,  fils,  tant  qu'elle  voudra  rester  avec  le 
dit  Poupard,  etde  nourrir  aussi  une  petitte  fille,  que  la  ditte  veuve  a  avec  elle,  aux  conditions,  cependant,  qu'elles 
travailleiont  en  leur  capacite  pour  leurs  entretiens  de  hardes,  &c.  et  feront  les  ouvrages  que  des  femmes  et  filJes 
sont  accoutumeesde  faire,  pour  le  profit  du  dit  Poupard.  Antoine  Campeau,  fils  niineur  du  dit  defunt  Simon 
Campeau,  pere,  restera  chez  le  dit  Poupard,  et  travaillera  pour  lui  jusqu'a.  ce  qu'il  aura  I'age  de  vingt-un  ans  accom- 
plis,  le  dit  Poupard  le  nourrira  comme  il  convient,  I'entretiendra  de  hardes,  et  lui  donnera  par  chaque  annee  onze 
pounds  et  quatre  shellings,  en  argent  ou  marchandises.  Si  le  dit  Charles  Poupard  peut  avancer  a,  la  ditte  dame,  sa 
belle-mere,  la  somme  de  cent  pounds,  pour  faire  dire  des  prieres,  &c. ,  la  ditte  somme  lui  sera  remise,  et  a  prendre  sur 
I'arpent  et  demi  de  terre,  dont  il  a  la  jouissance  de  la  ditte  dame,  veuve,  duquel  arpent  et  demi  de  front  il  aura  la 


ditte  somme  sera  paye,  et  a  prendre  sur  le  dit  arpent  et  demi,  comme  dit  est,  apres  le  deces  de  la  ditte  dame 
veuve,  en  deduction  sur  le  prix  du  dit  arpent  et  deini,  ce  renvoy  approuve  bon. 

Et  pour  surete  et  garantie  de  part,  le  dit  Charles  Poupard,  de  remplir  ponctuellenient  les  conditions  auxquelles 
ii  s'oblige  par  le  present  acteenyers  la  ditte  dame  veuve,  &c.;  il  a  de  ce  moment  affecte,  engage,  et  hypotheque,  en- 
verselle,  tous  ses  biens,  et  speciallement  le  dit  terrein,  &c.  a  lui  abandonne  et  cede  par  ces  presentes,  et  il  s'oblige 
de  plus,  sous  le  meme  hypotheque,  de  payer  toutes  les  dettes  sont  diies  a  divers  creanciers  et  heritiers  du  dit  feu 
Simon  Campeau,  pere,  ainsy  qu^il  est  mentionne  comme  dit  est.  Car  ainsy  sont  conveniies  les  parties,  promettant, 
&c.  obligeant,  &c.  Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  le  seize  de  May,  Pan  mil  huit  cent  trois,  et  ont  la  ditte  dame  veuve 
Campeau  et  Charles  Poupard,  signe  et  pose  leurs  cachets  a  ces  presentes,  presence  de,  et  de  nous,  dit  notaire,  qui 
avons  signe  et  pose  notre  cachet  d'office. 

Veuve  SIMON  CAMPEAU.  [l.  s.  ] 
CHS.  POUPARD.  [l.  s.] 
Presence  de 

Charles  Moran, 
F.  D.  BELLCorR. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  (sabject  to  the  above  mortgage,)  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  609;  and 
that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be 
returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  610.  John  Conner. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Conner  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  north  side  of  the  nrth  branch  of  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  30th  of  December,  1808,  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit:' 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  •  Detroit,  Z^eeemfeer  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  hind, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  dn  the  north  side  of  the  north  branch  of  river  Huron,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hun- 
dred and  foi'fy  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  north  branch,  and 
in  rear  ijy  unhicated  lands,  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  James  Conner,  and  on  the  west,  also,  by  unlocated 
lands.  1  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  wh'jni  I  derive 
title.  .  •  ■ 

•  For  JoHx  Conner, 

JAMES  CONNER. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

\Vlipi'e;ipon,  Henry  Conner  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  tlie  1st  July,  179G,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises; that,  in  1797,  the  claimant  went  into  the  Indian  country,  and  that  he,  the  deponent,  at  the  request  of  the  claim- 
ant, took,  charge  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  to  take  care  of  the  !5<inie  to  this  day:  about  four  acres  are  culti- 
vated and  enclosed:  a  grist  mill  is  erected  on  the  pi'einises. 

Ahd  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  tiiat  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  610;  and  that  he  cause, the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  opiantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

'And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  1,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  toadjournment. 
The  Board  reconsidei'ed  the  claim  of  Francois  Iiaviolette,  (No.  515,)  which  was  postponed  the  17th  December. 

I'ist-  .■  '  .     ,  ^ 

The  clamiant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  tiie  words  and  figures  lollowing,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  Michigan,.  District  qf  Erie,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Etienne  Jacob,  of  the  river  Raisins,  in  said  district  of  Erie,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  me  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  sold, 
bargained,  aliened,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  sell,  bargain,  alien,  and  confirm  unto  Fi'an^ois  Lavio- 
lette,  of  the  same  place,  all.  my  right:,  title,  claim,  and  interest  in  and  to  a  certain  farm,  lot,  tract,  or  parcel  of  land, 
situate,  lying,  3nd  being  on  the  north  side  of  said  river  Raisins,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  south  and  front  by  said 
river  Raisins,  on  the  west  side  by  a  farm  claimed  at  present  by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Jun.  belonging  formerly  to  the  late 
Pierre  Demaise,  on  the  eastern  sideby  the  farm  of  Francois  Barron,  alias  Caton,  and  in  rearby  vacant  lands,  consisting 
of  or  containing  three  arpents  in  front,  and  running  as  far  back  as  the  adjoining  farm,  be  the  same  more  or  less:  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  said  farm,  lot,  tract,  or  parcel  of  land,  with  the  holise,  out-houses,  barn,  and  stables,  and  im- 
provements, and  all  and  singular  of  the  appurtenances  and  privileges  thereunto  in  anywise  belonging,  to  the  said 
Francois  Laviolette,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  forever.  Ahd  \,  the  said  Etienne  Jacob,  ilo  by 
these' presents  warrant  and  forever  defend  the  said  premises  against  the  claims  of  myself,  ray  heirs,  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, or  assigns,  and  against  the  claim  and  claims  of  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  (the 
claim  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  only  excepted,)  free.,  and  clear  from  all  bonds,  judg- 
ments, mortgages,  or  prior  sales,  of  whatsoever  name  or  nature- 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  not  knowing  how  to  write,  have  caused  my  name  to  be  hereunto  written,  have  made  my 
customary  mark,  and  caused  my'seal  to  be  hereunto  affix,ed,  at  river  Raisins,  this  2Cth  day  of  January,  .1809. 

ETIENNE  JACOB,  his  X  mark. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  after  having  been  read  and  duly  understood,  in  presence  of 
Israel  R'jland, 
■  David  Hull. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  to  loit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  district  of  Erie,  the 
within  named  Etienne  Jacob,  who  acknowledged  the  within  to  be  his  own  free  and  voluntary  act  and  deed. 
Given  under  my  hand,  this '2tjfh  day  of  January,  1809.  ,  . 

CHRISTOIIHER  TUTLE,  /.  P.  D.  E.     ■ 

And  tliereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  515;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  theRegister  of  the 
Land  Ottice  at  Detroit.  ■       ,        ■ 

No.  611.  JuLiE.v  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideratioii  the  claim  of  Julien  Campeau-  to  a  tract  of  l.and, 
situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  part  arid  parcel  of  a  larger  tract  entered  by  Joseph  Ellair  with  the  former  Commissioners 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  359,  under  the  date  of  the  3d  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  about  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Henry  St.  Bernard,  and 
below  by  lands  of  Jean  Batiste  Marsac. 

Whereupon  Jean  Batiste  Nantay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Captain  William  Fleming  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Joseph  Ellair,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and 
nasoccupietl  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day:  about  seven  or  eight  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  the  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

TERRiToiRr;  de  Michigan',  District  (lit  Detroit,  ss. 

A  toutes  personnes  a,  qui  ces  presentes  viendront,  qu'il  soit  connu  et  manifeste  que  cejourdhui,  le  dixieme 
juur  du  niois  de  Septenibre,  I'an  de  niitie  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  huit,  par  devant  moy,  George  McDougall,  tiotaire 
public  du  territoire  et  district  susdit,  par  autorite  licitte  duement  con)missionne  et  sermente  selon  la  loi,  residant 
en  la  cite  du  Detroit,  et  temoins  suussignes,  personnellement  a  comparu  Joseph  Ellair,  habitant  du  dit  district  du 
Detroit,  lequel  reconnoit  par' ces  presentes,  qu'en  consideration  de  la  somme  de  deux  cent  piastres  ou  dollars, 
monnoye  legalle  desEtats  Unis,  a  luien  main  paye  comptant,  par  Julien  Campeau,  dii  dit  district  du  Detroit,  lare- 
cette  de  laquelle  somme  il  avoue  d'avoir  re5u,  par  ces  dilferentes  billets  de  cette  meme  date,  ayaiit  ja  passation 
du  present  contrat,  lui,  le  dit  Joseph  Ellair,  rec(mnoit  d'avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte.  transporte,  et  delaisse,  et  il  vend, 
cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  par  ces  presentes,  au  dit  Julien  Campeau,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  des  mainte- 
nant  et  a  toujours,  avec  gar^ntie  de  tous  troubles,  douaires,  hypotheques,  et  de  tout  autre  enipechement  gene- 
rallement  quelcunque,  une  terre,  avec  tous  les  batiments  et  ameliorations  quelconques  susconstruits,  sise  et  situee 
sur  le  bold  du  lac  St.  Clair,  de  trois  arpents,  et  le  surplus  que  se  t'rouvera  de  front  sur  quarante  arpents  de  pro- 
fondeur,  bornee  en  front  par  le  dit  lac  St.  Clair,  par  derriere  par  des  terres  non  concedees,  d'un  cote,  au  nord-est, 
par  Henry  St.  Bernard,  et  au  sud-est  par  la  terre  presentement  occupee  par  William  Grosbeck,  qui  est  neanmoins 
clame  et  appartient  a  Benjamin  Marsac:  d'avoir  et  tenir  les  premisses  accordeeset  cedees,  comme  dit  est,  avec  toutes 
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les  privileges  et  appartenances  d'iceiles,  a  lui,  le  dit  Juiien  Cainpcau,  ses  lioiis,  ot  ayant  cause,  ;i  perpetuite,  u,  sou 
et  leur  jouissance  et  avantage,  a  perpetuite.  Et  moi,  le  flit  Joseph  Eilair,  pour  moi  meme.  iiies  hoirs,  executeurs  et  ad  • 
ministrateurs,  j'agree  et  je  cunviens  avec  le  dit  Juiien  Cainpeau,  ses  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause,  que  je  suis  legallement 
saisie  en  fief  absolu  desdittes  premisses,  qii'ils  sent  exempt de  toutes  embarras,que  j'ai  un  bon  droit  de  les  vendre  et 
transporter  au  dit  Juiien  Campeau,  et  que  je  garantirai  et  defendrai  les  premisses  susdittes  au  dit  Juiien  Campeau. 
ses  lioirs,  et  ayant  cause,  pour  toujours,  confre  les  clames  et  demandes  de  toutes  personnes  quelconques,  le  droit  des 
Etats  Unis  excepte. 

En  f'oy  de  quoy,  le  dit  Joseph  Eilair  a  signe  et  scelle  le  present  contrilt,  en  presence  de  moi,  le  dit  notaire,  et 
temoins  soussi,gnes,  le  jour  et  an  susdit;  et  en  confirmation  d'icelle  de  surplus,  moi,  le  dit  notaire,  j'ai  a  cecy  pose 
ma  signature  et  mon  cachet  notarial. 

JOSEPH  ELLAIR.  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  la  presence  de 

James  Dodejied, 
Ralph  M.  Pomeroy. 
Sealed,  delivered,  and  acknowledged  before  me, 

GEO.  McDOL'GALL,  Not.  Pub.  T.  M. 
And  theieupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  611;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  G12.  Gabriel  GoDFROY,  Jun — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfrey,  Jun.  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  hira  filed  the  8th  December  last  was  read 
in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  8.  180S. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  three 
arpents  in  front  by  the  depth  of  the  adjoining  farms,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands, 
on  one  side  by  Joseph  PorlierBenac,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Giles  Barns.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

GAB.  GODFROY,  Jun. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Charles  Drouillard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Francois  Durgeot,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  ten- 
anted the  same  to  this  day.    About  nineteen  arpents  are  cultivated. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Francois  Durgeot,  a  present  demeurant  dans  le  district  du 
Detroit,  lequel  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  dt^s  maintenant  et  a.  toujours,  avec  gaiantie  de 
tous  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypothe(^ues,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  trouble  et  empechement  generallement 
quelconque,  a  Gabriel  Godfroy,  fijs,  a  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir, 
une  certaine  terre  ou  plantation,  sise  et  situee  au  sud  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  dans  le  district  d'Erie,  et  territoire 
de  Michigan,  consistant  en  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  la  meme  profondeur  des  autres  terres  voisines,  bornee  d'un 
cote  par  Joseph  PorlierBenac,  et  del'autre  cote  par  Giles  Barns,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoiire,  et 
dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait.  La  ditte  terre  ou  plantation  est  la  meme  que  le  dit  Francois  Durgeot  a  achete  de 
Charles  Drouillard,  parcontrat  passe  le  12  May,  1801;  Charles  Drouillard  avait  achete  d'Etienne  Dufresne,  dit  Le- 
veille,  qui  I'avait  eu  en  echarige  de  Pierre  Baron;  Pierre  Baron  I'avait  eu  de  Charles  Reaume,  a  qui  les  sauvages 
Poutouatamies  I'avaient  donne,  aiiisy  qu'il  appert  par  leur  contrat,  en  date  du  1  Septerabre,  1786. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cinquanle  pounds, 
coursde  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  re^u  du  dit  acquereur  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des 
presentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  quoy,  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  acquereur, 
ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete  qu'il  a  et  a  pfl  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  s'en  demet- 
tant  et  devetissant  a  son  profit,  voulant  et  en tendant  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy 
qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  27eme  jour  de  Septembre,  en  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  six,  et  le  dit  ven  - 
deur  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  et  a  scelle  en  presence  de  temoins,  apres  que  lecture 
lui  a  ete  faitte  des  presentes. 

FRANCOIS  DURGEOT,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de  Joseph  Torne, 
Peter  Audrain. 

Detroit,  October  27, 1806. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  Fran- 
cois Durgeot,  the  above  grantor,  who  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  voluntary  act  am! 
deed,  and,  the  same  being  read  to  him,  he  declared  that  he  is  content. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  612;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  ot  Christian  Clemens  and  James  Conner,  (No.  541,)  which  was  postponed  21st 
December  last.  .   ,    .     ,  . 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Henry  Tucker,  of  river  Huron,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Christian  Clemens,  of  the  same  district  and  terri- 
tory aforesaid,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  reraised,  released,  and  forever  quitted  claim,  and 
do  by  these  presents  remise,  release,  and  forever  quit  claim  unto  Christian  Clemens,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever, 
all  that  certain  tract  or  lot  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  river  Huron,  in  said  district,  which  farm  or  tract 
of  land  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  said  river  Huron,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  Tobias  Newcomer,  and 
running  up  said  river  fifteen  and  a  half  acres,  and  the  usual  depth  of  forty  acres  back;  I  do  hereby  release,  and  for- 
ever quit  claim  all  my  improvement  right  to  said  tract  or  lot  of  land,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  him,  the  saiil 
Christian  Clemens,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  this  4th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  uur 
Lord  1808. 

HENRY  TUCKER,  [l.  s.] 

In  presence  of  Robert  Tait, 

John  J.  Manchester. 
64  p 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  (not  to  exceed  six  liundred  and  twenty  acres,)  and  that  they  have  a  certiiicdte  thereof,  which  certificate  shall 
be  No.  541 ;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein 
contained,  lo  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  3,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  6,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  613.  Francois  Marsac— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Captain  Frangois  Marsac  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  what  is  called  Tremble's  creek;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  30th  December  last  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  a  creek  known  as  Tremble's 
creek,  of  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  creek,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on 
one  side  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Joseph  Tremble.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  pos- 
session, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  prior  to  179G,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

For  Francois  Marsac, 

ROBERT  MARSAC,  his  x  mark. 
Whereupon,  John  Litle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  dulj;  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  the  same  to  the  claimant  about  seven  years  ago. 

Joseph  Tremble,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  saitl,  that  the  claimant  has  caused  the  premises  to  be 
cultivated  every  year  to  this  day,  and  that  about  twelve  or  fourteen  arpents  are  under  cultivation. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  two  deeds  of  sale  and  transfer,  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Andrew  Baker,  of  Detroit,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen pounds.  New  York  currency,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  John  Litle,  yeoman,  of  the  same  place,  the  receipt  whereof 
I  do  by  these  presents  acknowledge,  have  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  grant,  bargain,  and 
sell,  alien  and  confirm  to  said  John  Litle,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  and  being  on  a 
place  commonly  called  Tremble's  creek,  on  the  right  hand  as  you  go  up  said  river  or  creek,  containing  six  acres  in 
frontby  forty  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  side  below  by  Michael  Tremble's  land,  and  above  by  land  occupied  by  Grif- 
fard,  and  in  the  rear  by  unoccupied  lands;  together  with  all  appurtenances  belonging  to  said  land,  and  the  right,  title, 
interest,  claim,  and  demand  whatsoever  of  him,  the  said  Andrew  Baker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  of,  in,  and 
to  the  said  tract  of  land  and  premises  above  mentioned,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof:  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
said  tract  of  land  and  premises,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said 
John  Litle,  forever;  and  the  said  Andrew  Baker,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  from  them  will  warrant  and 
forever  defend  the  said  tract  of  land  and  appurtenances.  In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  Andrew  Baker,  have 
made  my  ordinary  mark,  after  hearing  this  deed  read  before  witnesses  at  the  Presque  Isle,  this  7th  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1796. 

•ANDREW  BAKER,  his  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

Nathan  Williams, 
Sarah  Williams. 
Michigan  Territory,  ss. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  John  Litle,  of  Detroit,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  thirty 
dollars,  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in  hand  paid  at  and  before  the  sealing  of  these  presents,  the  receipt 
whereof  1  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  assigned  and  made  over  to  Francois  Marsac,  all  my  light,  title,  interest, 
claim,  and  demand  of  and  to  the  within  mentioned  lands:  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  Francois  Marsac,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever;  and  the  said  John  Litle,  for  myself,  my  heirs  and  assigns,  forever  quit  claim  to  the  within 
mentioned  land,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  thirty -first  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

JOHN  LITLE.  [l.  s.] 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  Lambert  Lafoy, 
James  Abbott. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  613;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  foienoon. 

Wednesday,  February  ti,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  614.  Francois  Marsac. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Captain  Francois  Marsac 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Swan  creek,  of  lake  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  thirtieth  day  of  De- 
cember last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being,  on  Swan  creek,  on  lake  St. 
Clair,  twelve  acres  in  frontby  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  creek,  and  on  every  other  \side  by  un- 
located lands.  I  claim  the  above  land  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  prior 
to  1796,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

For  Frakcois  Marsac, 

ROBERT  MARSAC,  his  x  mark. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Francois  Yax,  his  son,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  who  has 
occupied  and  cultivated  the  premises  to  this  day:'  about  two  arpents  are  under  cultivation;  a  house,  stables,  &c.  are 
erected  on  the  premises. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Fut  present  le  soussigne.  Francois  Yax,  dans  mil  huit  cent  huit,  de  dix-huit  Fevrier,  de  vendre  a  Francois  Mar- 
sac une  terre  dans  lac  St.  Clair,  situee  a  la  Pointe  au  Cotonier,  une  terre  seize  arpents  de  large  sur  quarante  de 
profondeur,  avec  une  vielle  maison,  une  ecurie,  et  douze  cent  perches,  et  joignant  au  sud-ouest  au  terre  non  con- 
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cedee,  au  nord-est  a  Pierre  Yax,  pere,  pour  la  somme  lie  cinquante-sept  piastres  et  deitiie,  egalie  a  la  snmine  de 
troiscent  quarante-cinq  livres;  le  Sieur  Yax  ayant  recu  le  payementen  pleiu  du  Sieui-  Marsac,  il  lui  garaiitiede  tous 
troubles,  pour  lui,  et  les  siens,  et  a  mis  le  dit  Sieur  Marsac  en  possession;  le  Sieur  Francois  Marsac  ayant  recu  la 
possession,  a  dit  d'etre  content  et  satisfait;  le  Sieur  Francois  Yax  ayant  recu  le  payement  en  plain,  a  dit  d'etre 
content  et  satisf'aitj  et  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire  en  presence  de  temoins. 

FRANCOIS  YAX,  sa  X  marque. 
Peter  Yax,  sa  +  marque.  T 

Francois  Tremble,  sa  +  marque.  ^  Temoins. 
Louis  Thibau,  sa  -{■  marque.  j 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  614;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  tlie  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  10,  1809. 

The  Beard  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  atljournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  to- 
morrow, at  9  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  February  11,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  J.  Robertjean,  (No.  229,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  12th  July,  1808. 

Whereupon,  Louis  Campeau,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1801,  he,  the  deponent,  took  on  the  premises  one  thousand  rails,  by  the 
permission  of  Louis  and  Antoine  Petit,  who  said  that  they  were  authorized  by  Joseph  Robertjean,  at  which  time 
part  of  the  premises  were  enclosed,  and  are  still  enclosed. — Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Cecille  Campeau,  late  wife  of  Jacques  Loson,  (No. 
(iOS,)  which  was  postponed  2lst  January  last. 

And  thereupon  Louis  Campeau,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Thomas  Edwards  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  sold  the  same  to  Jacques  Loson,  that  is  to  say,  all  his  rights,  titles,  and  claim  to  the  same,  but 
that  Loson  did  not  take  possession  until  he  had  paid  twenty-two  pounds  ten  shillings.  New  York  currency,  for  the 
balance  due  on  said  purchase;  and  that  Mrs.  Loson  gave  Edwards  an  order  for  that  sum  on  Mr.  Joseph  Campeau,  who 
paid  it;  and  that  tlren  Loson  took  possession  of  the  premises.  The  deponent  knows  of  no  other  improvements  made 
on  the  premises  than  those  made  by  Edwards,  who  sold  to  Loson,  excepting  a  small  improvement  made  by  one 
Joseph  Comparet,  who  abandoned  it,  and  that  Loson  took  and  kept  possession  of  the  whole  even  before  the  Ame- 
ricans came  to  this  country.  The  deponent  further  saith  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loson  both  told  him  that  they  had 
sold  to  Mr.  Joseph  Campeau  all  their  right  and  title  to  the  premises  now  under  consideration,  and  that  Mrs.  Loson 
said  to  him  that  she  had  sent  for  Mr.  Campeau  to  come  and  take  possession  of  the  property;  that  the  cattle  and 
hwses  of  Loson  were  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  Joseph  Campeau,  who  branded  the  same. 

Joseph  Robertjean,  another  witness,  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Jean  Baptiste  Cnmparet,  Sen.  first  improved 
the  premises  prior  to  Thomas  Edwards  taking  possession  of  the  same,  and  had  erected  the  square  of  a  house;  that 
the  land  cultivated  by  Thomas  Edwards  contained  about  sixarpents,  between  the  land  of  Louis  Maure  and  the  land 
of  Joseph  Comparet;  that  Joseph  and  Francis  Comparet,  together  with  Jean  Marie  Comparet,  had  a  house  and  a  barn 
erected  on  the  premises,  and  about  twelve  arpents  cleared.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  Thomas  Edwards 
never  was  in  possession  of  more  than  six  arpents  in  front;  that  the  Comparets  lived  on  the  premises  four  or  five 
years,  and  had  left  them  when  he,  the  deponent,  went  to  live  on  river  Huron,  about  eighteen  years  ago.  The 
deponent  knows  that  Jacques  Loson  has  been  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  the  premises  these  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years;  that  Jacques  Loson  told  him  several  times  that  he  was  in  the  possession  of  the  premises  as  the  property  of  his 
wife;  that  it  was  after  their  marriage  that  he  went  to  live  on  the  premises;  that  said  Loson  has  always  cultivated, 
or  caused  to  be  cultivated,  the  premises;  and  that  he  knows  of  no  owner  but  said  Loson,  who  has  cleared  and 
enclosed  a  quantity  of  land,  has  repaired  the  barn  almost  anew,  and  has  also  repaired  the  house;  that  the  year 
John  Williams  lived  with  said  Loson,  on  river  Huron,  a  great  deal  of  land  was  cleared  by  the  said  Williams 
and  others. 

Michael  Comparet,  another  witness,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  of  Jacques  Loson  oc- 
cupying a  farm  of  twelve  arpents  in  front;  that  the  fiist  improvements  were  made  by  his,  the  deponent's,  father  and 
brothers,  who  abandoned  them;  that  Thomas  Edwards  took  possession  the  same  year  of  six  arpents,  afterwards  sold 
the  same  to  Jacques  Loson,  who  then  took  possession  of  the  whole  twelve  arpents.  The  deponent  further  saith, 
that,  prior  to  his  tiither  and  brothers  improving  the  premises,  it  was  rumored  that  the  land  belonged  to  the  late 
Thomas  Williams.  Esq.,  by  virtue  of  an  Indian  deed;  that,  about  eighteen  years  ago,  Isaac  Williams  sold  twelve 
arpents  to  his,  the  deponent's,  father,  six  of  which  are  part  of  the  premises  under  consideration;  that  he  believes  that 
Jacques  Loson  occupies  the  premises  in  his  own  right,  and  not  in  the  light  of  his  wife;  that  he,  the  deponent,  has 
been  informed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loson  that  they  had  sold  and  mortgaged  the  premises  to  Joseph  Campeau. — 
Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  (No.  604,)  which  was  postponed  the  21st  January  last. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he,  the  deponent,  together  with  his  father  and  John  Flin,  first  improved  the 
premises  under  consideration,  about  twenty-one  years  ago;  that  they  cleared  one  acre  and  a  half,  enclosed  it,  and 
planted  corn  thereon;  that  they  raised  the  square  of  a  house  up  to  the  joist;  that  they,  by  their  agent,  Francis  Com- 
paret, sold  their  improvements  to  Thomas  Edwards;  that  Joseph  Comparet  sold  three  acres  adjoining  the  above  tract 
of  six  acres  to  one  Matt,  and  the  other  three  acres  were  abandoned  by  Jean  Marie  Comparet;  Matt  rented  his  three 
acres  to  Jacob  Thomas,  who  occupied  the  same  a  year  or  two,  and  left  them,  and  then  Jacques  Loson  came  into 
possession;  that  about  eighteen  acres  were  improved,  independent  of  the  tract  of  Thomas  Edwards.  The  deponent 
further  saith,  that  said  Loson  informed  the  deponent  that  he,  Loson,  had  purchased  the  twelve  acres  from  Isaac 
AYilliams,  in  order  to  secure  the  same  to  his  own  children:  the  deponent  repaired  a  house  and  a  kitchen  on  the  pre- 
mises; and  saith  that  the  barn  is  built  again  almost  new;  the  deponent  never  knew  any  other  owner  of  the  premises 
but  the  said  Jacques  Loson. 

Jean  Baptiste  Nantay,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years 
ago,  he,  the  deponent,  interpreted  between  Thoinas  Edwards  and  Jacques  Loson,  when  Edwards  sold  to  Loson 
what  right  he  had  to  the  farm,  which  was  delivered  in  his  presence,  and  he,  the  deponent,  brought  down  the  baggage 
of  said  Edwards;  that  Loson  gave,  as  part  payment,  a  horse,  and  was  to  pay  the  balance  in  an  order  on  Joseph  Cam- 
peau.   The  said  Loson  has  always  occupied  the  said  fiirm,  for  these  sixteen  or  seventeen  years,  as  the  owner  of  it. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  February  14,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  615.  William  Murphy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Murphy  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Rouge;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  3d  September  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 


con 

by 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  September  3,  IS08. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land_  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Roug;e,  containing  twelve  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  and  on  both  sides  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

WILLL\M  MURPHY,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Robert  Abbott. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hunilred  and  eighty  acres,  it  being  twelve  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  and  on  both  sides  by  unlocated  lands.  • 

Whereupon,  Captain  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1706,  James  Hobs  vvas  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Joseph  Rigby,  who  sold  to  the  claimant,  (as  per  deed  herewith.)  This 
tiact  has  always  been  cultivated,  except  the  two  last  seasons,  but  the  fences  have  always  been  kept  up:  an  Indian 
cultivated  part  of  the  land  from  1799  to  1805,  during  which  time,  Joseph  Rigby  was  possessed  of  the  same.— Post- 
poned. 

No.  616.  Nicholas  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Nicholas  Campeau,  as  grantee 
of  Joseph  Campeau,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Huronj  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  SOth  December  last 
vvas  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  29,  180S. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  three  tracts  of  land,  (now  united  into  one  farm)  situate  on  the  river  Huron, 
antaining'  nine  arpents  in  front,  and  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St.  Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  above 
oy  lands  of  Joseph  Campeau,  and  below  by  lands  of  said  Joseph  Campeau.     I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Nicholas  Campeau, 

JOS.  CAMPEAU. 

Whereupon,  John  Tucker  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July.  1796,  Nicholas  Valne  was  in  possession  of  one  tract,  Augustine 
Charon  of  another,  and  Antoine  Lebceuf  of  another,  and  continued  so  until  they  respectively  sold  to  Joseph  Cam- 
peau. as  per  their  respective  deeds,  recorded  by  said  Campeau  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  liber  B,  fo.  60,  65,  and  68;  that  said  Joseph  Campeau  continued  in  possession  of  and  tenanted  the 
premises  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  (as  per  deed  herewith)  who  has  possessed  the  same  to  this  day:  about  five 
acres  are  under  cultivation. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Nous,  Joseph  et  Nicholas  Campeau,  nous  convenons  des  conditions  cy-dessous  specifiees,  savoir:  que  le  dit 
Joseph  Campeau  vend  et  cede  une  terre  de  neuf  arpents  de  front  sur  la  hauteur  qu'elle  pent  porter,  suivant  les 
contrilts  qu'il  a  recu  lui-meme,  laquelle  terre  prenant  par  devant  sur  le  bord  de  la  riviere  aux  Hurons,  bornee  d'un 
cote  ii  la  terre  ven'ant  de  Jean  Baptiste  Comparet,  et  de  I'autre  bord,  en  montant,  a  la  terre  venant  de  Jean  Baptiste 
Descameliier,  done  actuellenient  appartenant  :i  Joseph  Campeau,  avec  tous  les  bailments,  clotures,  &c.  qui  sont 
sur  la  ditle  terie,  sans  rien  se  reserver  ni  retenii-.  Cette  vente,  cession,  transport, et  delaissement,  ainsy  (ait  pour  et 
moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  trente  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  payable  en  deux  annees  de  date,  savoii-: 
soixante  et  cinq  pounds  payable  le  15  de  Juiliet,  1808;  la  leste,  egal  a  la  somme  de  soixante  et  cinq  pounds,  le  15 
de  Juiliet.  1809;  qui  sera  le  dernier  payement  de  la  ditte  terre:  le  dit  vendeur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  trans- 
porte  au  dit  sieur  acquereur,  ses  dits  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  dioits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons, 
actions,  et  tous  autresdroitsqu'ilaetpouvoitavoir  sur  la  ditte  terre  susvendiie,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  voulant 
et  entendant  qu'il  en  soit  vetu  et  mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  entendu  en  bon  accord.  Fait  et  passe  le  ler  de 
Juiliet,  1807,  done  nous  avons  signe  etscelle  en  propre  accord. 

NICHOLAS  CAMPE.\U, 
JOS.  CAMPEAU. 

Antoine  Sesille,  lemoin. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace,  Joseph 
Campeau,  the  above  grantor,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed',  for  the 
purposes  therein  contained. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  18th  January,  1809. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

.\nd  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  616;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday, /t6)7/«n/ 15,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Abijali  and  Jesse  Hunt,  (No.  517,)which  was  postponed  on  the  17th  Decem- 
ber last. 

And  thereupon  James  Moore  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1798,  when  the  deponent  came  to  the  river  Raisins,  there  was  an  im- 
provement made  on  the  premises  from  five  to  ten  acres,  and  enclosed,  with  a  house  and  out-houses  now  falling  info 
decay;  that  since  that  time  to  this  day,  he,  the  deponent,  has  cultivated  the  said  improvements,  and  has  kept  under 
good  fence  for  the  claimants.— Postponed. 

.\nd  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  17,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  20,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  617.  John  Kenzie The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Kenzie  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 

at  Gross  Point,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  456, 
under  the  date  of  23d  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded 
in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  southwest  by  lands  of  William  Forsyth,  and  northeast  by  lands 
of  Thomas  Forsyth. 
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Whereupon,  John  Litle  was  broiiglit  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
nosed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  179G,  William  Forsyth  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  as  a  tenant  ot 
James  Forsyth,  who  sold  the  same  to  the  claimant  in  1799,  who,  since  that  time,  to  this  day  has  kept  tenants  thereon: 
about  twenty-five  acres  are  under  cultivation.  .  ■.    j  ^      .    - 

\nd  thereupon  it  doth  Qppear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  oi 
land  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  cerlificatc  shall  be  No.  G17;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  ot  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No  618  Thom\s  Forsyth.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Thomas  Forsyth  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate'at  Gross  Point,  and  the  notice  filed  by  Solomon  Sibley,  Esq.  his  attorney,  the  10th  December  last,  was  read 
in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Reffisler  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
o  „.  ■  December  10,  1808. 

Sir: 

Notice  is  hereby  ^iven,  that  Thomas  Forsyth  makes  entry  and  claim  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land 

" '    ■ '- • —   '-•"  farm,  or  tract  of  land,  within  the  dis- 

red  acres  in 
inds,  on  the 
Leiizie:   sets 

untitle  anci  Claim  iiiiuci  uccvi  vM   %^u.i.^j.....^'- ..■     •.• .-y  ^ --^ ,,  ,  '       ,.        .        .  '^       .     " 

rember   1794"  likewise  sets  up  title  and  claim  by  virtue  of  Ion?,  peaceable,  and  continued  occupancy,  possession, 
'nd  imDiovements  had,  made,  and  done,  by  himself,  and  those  under  whom  he  claims  and  derives  title. 
'  ^  ■  For  Thomas  Forsyth, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Attorney  and  Agent. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  acres,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  upper  side  by  lands  ol  the  claimant,  and  on 
the  lower  side  by  lands  of  John  Kenzie.  -    .    .    ir   r.i       i  •        <.      i      i    •       i   i  a 

WhereuDon  Simon  Yax  was  brMU^ht  lorward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
r,n~e<  iiid  said  'that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  William  Forsyth  cultivated  the  premises  as  tenant  to  the  claim- 
ant, since  which  time  the  claimant  has  caused  the  premises  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day,-  about  eighteen  or 
twe'ntv  acres  are  under  cultivation.  ,        ,       ,  ■        ,•        ^-.i    i  ^     ^i        ,         j        -u    i   i      i.     r 

Ami  thereuDon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
hnH  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  618:  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  ot  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No  619  Thomas  i^orsyth.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Thomas  Forsyth  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  Gross  Point,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  m  vol.  1, 
Di4  454,  under  the  date  of  23d  December,  1805.  .         ,,         ,.    ,  .     -,  u  •      *i  *        j 

This  tract  contain*  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  and 
two  thirds  of  an  arpent  in  front  by  one  hundred  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  un- 
inr»tP  1  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Robert  Forsyth,  and  below  by  lands  of  the  claimant.  ,,,.,, 


nrrnniedbvtenants,  and  that  tor  tnese  lour  or  uveyears  iiie  pieuiises  iiavc  icuia.ucu  .^.c. 

The  said  Thomas  Forsyth  claims  by  virtue  of  a  deed  ot  partition  recorded  with  the  tormer  Commissioners  ot  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  150.— Postponed. 

Mn  fi'^O  Robert  Forsyth.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Robert  Forsyth,  as  grantee  of 
T,mp'VniNvth  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Gross  Point,  which  was  entered  with  the  tormer  Commissioners  ot  the 
T    nfl'offir'p  at'Oetroit   in  vol.  1,  page  449.  iiuder  the  date  of  23d  December,  1805,  recorded  in  liber  E,  page  146. 

Th^trirt  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  arpents,  it  being  three  and  two- 
irds  irpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above 


tmue 


flmp  her  children  have  cultivated  the  premises.  ..,,,,,  i   ,-  i       j   t      u   t>  r 

in,  Title  another  witness  being  sworn,  deposed  and  sai.t,  that  he  has  several  times  heard  Jacob  Baker 
.  .V  that  the  oremises  were  the  property  of  the  claimant,  and  that  he  was  living  on  the  same  as  a  tenant 
^  And  fhereuDon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  ot 
lanrand  tlathe  h' vea  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No..6-20;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  oi  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land' Office  at  Detroit. 

V     fi'H    Robert  Forsyth.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Robert  Forsyth  to  a  tract  ot  land, 
•'     teat'Gross  Point,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  ot  th^  Land  Office  at  Detrmt,  in  vol.  1, 

''""ThU  \rl"ct'coi'iUiins*'by  fstimaTion,  tTiree  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  arpents,  it  being  three  and  two- 
,i,;r,U'lrnents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above 
hvhSTjeanBaptisteChovin,  and  below  by  lands  of  the  claimant.      .    ,   ,    ,,  ^,,       ,  .  .      u-      ^, 

^  Whpre unon  Pierre  Michel  Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
.worn  deoosed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Mayet  was  living  on  the  premises,  and  con- 
tinue 'so  until  he  died;  s  nee  which  time,  his  wife  and  family  have  lived  on  the  premises.  ,  ,  ,  ■ , 
Joseph  Springfield,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Pierre  Mayet  was  a  tenant,  and  paid 
rent  to  the  claiin°ant.— Postponed.  ,  ,  ,  t  ■  / 
The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  John  Litle,  (No.  128,)  which  wa^  postponed  on  the  13th  June  last 
Whefeupon   Elijah  Howell  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  ;n  behalf  of  the  clainian  ,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 


eyed, 

^'""iid^heiUhe  Boa'rd  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  22,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Francois  Dupre,  (No.  342,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  9th  day  of  No- 
vember last.    , 
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Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  twelve  years  ago,  the  claimant  built  a  house,  and  cleared  six  or  seven  acres  of 
land,  which  was  under  fence. — Postponed. 

And  (hen  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Fripay,  February  24,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  n>.ie  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  27,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  A TTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 

No.  17. 

Transcript  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  commencing  the  1st  day  of  March,  and 
ending  28lh  of  Jipril,  1809,  both  days  inclusive. 

Wednesday,  March  1,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Fii- 
day  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  3Iarch  3,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  632.  J.  B.  Fontaine. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  tiie  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Fontaine  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  aux  Sables,  and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  on  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  aux  Sables,  containing  two  arpents  in  front, 
to  extend  to  a  piece  of  land  claimed  by  Antoine  Nadault,  east  by  Rene  Lebeau,  and  west  by  Martin  Nadault.  I 
claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

BAPTISTE  FONTAINE,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  a  piece  of  land  claimed  by  An- 
toine Nadault,  on  the  east  side  by  lands  of  Rene  Lebeau,  and  on  the  west  by  lands  of  Martin  Nadault. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Menard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Porlier  Benac  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Joseph  Guy,  who  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  until  he  sold  to 
him,  the  deponent,  who  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  and  culti- 
vated the  premises  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  and  transfer  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

L'an  mil  huit  cent,  le  deuxieme  jour  de  Decembre,  moy,  Joseph  Porlier  Benac,  et  presence  de  temoins,  de- 
meurant  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  territoire  des  Etats  Unis,  comte  de  Wayne,  nord-ouest  de  la  riviere  Ohio,  recon- 
nois  et  confesse  par  ces  presentes  avoir  abandonne  et  cede,  quitte  et  transporte,  des  maintenant  et  pour  toujours, 
au  nomme  Joseph  Guy,  acceptant,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  une  portion  de  terre  de  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  le  bord 
de  la  riviere  aux  Sables,  au  sud  de  la  ditte  riviere,  tenant  a  I'est  au  Sieur  Rene  Lebeau,  et  a  I'ouest  au  Sieur  Henry 
Martin  Nadault,  avec  la  profondeur  qui  peut  se  trouver  a  aboutir  a  une  portion  de  terre,  que  j'ai  vendu  au  Sieur 
Antoine  Nadault,  sans  en  rien  retenir  ny  reserver,  tant  en  prairie  qu'en  bois  de  bout,  tel  quelle  se  poursuit  et  com- 
porte,  dont  le  dit  acceptant  est  content  et  satisfait  pour  I'avoir  vii  et  pris  possession,  et  ce  pour  un  abandon  que  le 
dit  Joseph  Guy  lui  a  fait  d'un  heritage  qu'il  a  en  Canada,  a  la  prairie  de  la  Madline,  dont  il  I e  charge  de  procura- 


joui 

le  dit  Joseph  Guy  jouir  et  cultiver  a  son  gre,  comme  est  dit  cy-dessus,  lui  garantissant  de  tout  trouble,  surtoutde  la 
parts  des  sauvages,  de  qu'il  a  achete  la  ditte  terre;  tel  sont  conveniies  les  parties  de  bonne  foy  pour  avoir  toute  la 
force  que  si  le  dit  acte  etoit  passe  par  devant  un  notaire:  ainsy  ont  signe  les  parties  apres  lecture  faitte,  le  jour  et  an 
flue  dessus,  et  ont  appose  leurs  cachets,  presence  de  temoins. 
'  '  J.  PORLIER  BENAC,  [l.s.] 

JOSEPH  GUY,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Pierre  Thibaudault,  ■)  T^.^j^ms. 
Andre  JouRDAiN,         3 

First  Transfer. — Moy,  Joseph  Guy,  presence  de  temoins,  transporte  au  Sieur  Joseph  Menard  la  portion  de  terre 
portee  au  dit  contrat  pour  valeur  recue  comptant;  c'est  pourquoy^^je  m'en  suis  denante  dessaisi,  des  maintenant  et 
pour  toujours,  pour  par  le  dit  Menard  enjouir  et  disposer  a  son  gre,  et  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause.  Fait  a  la  riviere  aux 
Raisins,  le  12eme  Fevrier,  1801. 

JOSEPH  GUY,  sa  X  marque. 
Pierre  Thibaudault,-)  2ng.^g.^^_ 
Andre  JOURDAIN,         3 

Second  Transfer. — Le  second  Decembre,  mil  huit  cent  huit,  moi,  Joseph  Menard,  presence  de  temoins,  trans- 
porte. des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  tous  les  droits  de  propriete  que  j'ai  et  pourrais  avoir  sur  la  terre  mentionnee 
dans  le  contrat,  au  Sieur  Jean  Batiste  Fontaine,  ace  present  et  acceptant,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  al'ave- 
nir.  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  jour  et  an  susdit. 

JOSEPH  MENARD,  sa  X  marque. 
J.  B.  Couture,  lemoin. 

C.  F.  GiRARDiN,  Not.  Pub. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  622;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  6,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  William  Murphy,  (No.  615,)  which  was  postponed  the  14th  February  last. 
Whereupon,  Felix  Mette  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed and  said,  that  the  Indian  who  worked  the  land  several  years  told  him  that  he  knew  that  the  land  belonged  to 
a  white  man,  but  could  not  tell  the  name;  the  deponent  further  saith  that  the  claimant  worked  on  the  premises  last 
year,  and  that  some  part  of  the  fences  are  still  kept  up. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  o 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  615;  and  that  he  c:iuse  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  ii  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Fi-ancois  Diipre,  (No.  -342,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  22d  February  last. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Roberfjean  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being'duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  three  years  ago,  he,  the  deponent,  had  made  an  agreement  with  the  claimant  to  build  a  house 
for  him  on  the  premises;  that  he  went  fur  that  purpose,  but  was  prevented  by  an  Indian,  who  would  not  suffer  him 
to  erect  a  house:  the  deponent  further  saith  that  he  knows  that  the  claimant  had  built  a  house  and  a  shop  about  ten 
years  ago,  which  have  been  destroyed  by  tire;  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  employed  by  the  claimant  to  go  and  save 
the  hides  that  were  in  the  vats,  and  to  deliver  them  to  the  owners. — Postponed. 

No.  623.  The  legal  heirs  of  James  Abbott,  Esq.  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
the  legal  heirs  of  the  late  James  Abbott,  Esq.  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice 
filed  the  24th  December  last  by  James  Abbott,  Esq.  executor  to  the  estate  of  the  said  James  Abbott,  deceased,  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit, /)ecem6er  22,1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  we  enter  with  tlie  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit  our  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  northwest  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  esti- 
mation, six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  twenty  acres  in  front  by  ihirty-two  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said 
lake,  in  rear  and  on  the  upper  or  north  side  by  unlocated  lands,  and  on  the  south  by  lands  claimed  by  GagetTiemble. 
We  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  thereon,  previous  to  the  year  1796,  by 
us  or  by  those  from  whom  we  derive  title,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

For  the  heirs  of  the  late  James  Abbott,  deceased, 

JAMES  ABBOTT,  Executor  to  the  said  estate- 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  twenty  acres  in  front  by  thirty-two  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  and  on  tlie  upper  side  by  unlocated  lands,  and  on  the  south  by 
lands  claimed  by  Gaget  Tremble. 

Whereupon,  Gaget  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Laurent  Griifard  was  cultivating  the  premises,  as  a  tenant  to 
the  late  James  Abbott,  Esq.  deceased;  that  Antoine  Larabelle  succeeded  to  Laurent  Griffard,  also  as  a  tenant;  and 
that,  about  seven  years  ago,  he,  the  deponent,  began  to  cultivate  the  premises  as  tenant  to  the  claimants,  and  has  con- 
tinued so  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  623;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  624.  Gaget  Tremble. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gaget  Tremble  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  northeast  side  of  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  26th  August  last  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  August  26,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  northeast  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  fifteen  arpents  in  front 
by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  lake,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  southwest  by  lands  claimed 
by  Joseph  Campeau,  and  on  the  north  by  the  river  commonly  called  Milk  river.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title,  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  July. 
1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

GAGET  TREMBLE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Lambert  Lafot. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  foregoing  notice. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Duchene  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Maison  and  Antoine  Larabelle,  were  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  they  respectively  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  cul- 
tivated the  same  to  this  day:  about  six  hundred  arpents  are  enclosed,  and  more  than  two  hundred  arpents  are  under 
cultivation:  a  dwelling  house  and  two  barns  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  two  deeds,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Detroit,  Comte  de  Wayne: 

Par  devant  le  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  W'ayne,  residant  au  Detroit,  fut  present  le  nomme  Antoine  Lara- 
belle, demeurant  dansle  cote  du  nord-est  de  la  paroisse  Ste.  Anne,  du  dit  comte,  lequel  reconnoit  par  ces  presentes 
avoir  vendu,  cede,quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  desmaintenant  et  ii  toujours,  avec  garantie  de  toutes  dettes,  hypo- 
theques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  autre  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  au  Sieur  Gaetan  Tremble,  aussi 
demeurant  dans  le  dit  cote,  a  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  un 
terrein  en  pointe,  k  prendre  par  devant  au  lac  St.  Clan,  et  par  derriere  bornee  par  la  riviere  a  Guignolet,  conte- 
nant  trois  arpents  et  trois  perches  de  large,  environ  a  I'ouest  de  la  ditte  riviere,  tenant  du  cote  d'en  bas  a  Thomas 
Tremble,  tel  et  ainsy  que  le  dit  terrein  en  pointe  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  depen- 
dances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre,  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  quantite  de  trente-cinq  minots 
de  bled  froment,  et  trente-quatre  shillings,  en  argent,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  re^u  avant  la  passation  des 
presentes,  dont  il  tient  quitte  et  decharge  le  dit  acquereur,  et  tous  autres. 

Et  au  moyen  de  ce.  le  dit  vendeur  a  transporte  et  transporte  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  dits  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a 
Tavenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits,  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  le 
dit  terrein,  pour  qu'il  en  soit  mis  en  bonne  possessio;i  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy  qu'il  apparliendra  en  vertu  des 
dittes  presentes;  le  dit  vendeur  s'en  demettant  et  devetissant^au  profit  du  dit  acquereur,  pour  qu'il  en  jouisse  et 
dispose  a  I'avenir,  conime  bon  lui  semblera.  Car  ainsy  sunt  conveniies  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  promettant,  &c.  obli- 
geant,  &c.  renoncant.  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  en  I'etude  du  dit  notaire,  le  quatre  de  Fevrier,  I'an  mil  huit  cent  un.  Les  parties  ayant 
declare  ne  savoir  signer  de  cet  enquis,  ont  fait  leurs  marques  ordinaires,  et  scelle  apres  lecture  faitte. 

ANTOINE  LARABELLE,  sa  X  marque,  [l.  s.l 
GAETAN  TRExMBLE,  sa  X  marque,  [l.  s.] 
En  presence  de  Jean  Baptiste  Bouat,  sa  x  marque. 
Joseph  Beseau,  fils. 
Frs.  Dx.  Bellcour,  Notaire  Public. 
Detroit,  Comte  de  Pf'ayne: 

Par  devant  le  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  residant  au  Detroit,  fut  present  le  nomme  Louis  Maison. 
habitant,  demeurant  a  la  pointe  nomme  a  Guignolet,  dans  le  cote  du  nord-est  de  cette  paroisse  de  Ste.  Anne,  lequel 
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reconnnit  par  cespieseiites  avoir  ventlti,icede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  itiaintenant  et  a  tnujours,  aver,  ga- 
raiitie  de  foutes  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  et  alienations,  quelconques  au  Sieur  Qaelau  Tremble,  a  ce  present  et 
acceptant  acqueieur.  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  de  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  la  profon- 
deurdesautresterres  voisines,  sisea  laditte  Fointe  uGuisnolet,  prenant  pardevantau  lac  St.  Clair,  bornee  d'un  cote 
a  Francois  I)ucliene,etde  I'autre  coteau  ditacquereur,  tel  et  ainsyquela  ditte  terre  sepoiirsuit  et  comporte  de  toutes 
parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bieii  connoitre,  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  lait  pour  et  inoyennant  le  prix  et  soninie  de  quatre  vingt 
quatre  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  laquelle  soinine  le  dit  Louis  Maison  reconnoit  avoir  recu  avant  la  pas- 
sation  des  presentes,  dontil  declare  etre  satisfait,  en  tient  quitte  et  dechar^e  le  dit  acquereur,  et  tous'autres.  Et  au 
moyen  de  ce,  il  lui  a  transporte,  et  ti-ansporte  tous  et  lels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres 
droits  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  s'en  demettant  et  devetissant  a  son  profit,  pour  qu'il  en  jouisse  et 
dispose  a  I'avenir,  conime  bon  lui  semblera,  en  vertu  des  presentes.     Car  ainsj,  &c.  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c. 

Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  le  huit  Juin,  Fan  mil  liuit  cent  un,  et  ont  signe  et  scelle  aprcs  lecture  faitte. 

LOUIS  MAISON.  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Presence  de  Jean  Baptiste  Bouet,  GAETAN  TREMBLE,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.  ] 

Joseph  Bezeau,  iils. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  624;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  625.  Pierre  Duchene. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Duchene  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  southwest  side  of  L"ance  creuse,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  80th  December  last  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  United  Stales^  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Oftice  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  above  the  Long  Meadow,  on  the  southwest  side  of  L'ance  creuse,  being 
four  arpents  in  breadth  and  eighty  arpents  in  length,  bounded  on  the  northeast  side  by  lands  formerly  occupied  by 
Jacques  AUard,  fils,  and  on  the  southwest  side  by  the  Long  Meadow,  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  and  in  rear  by  un- 
located  lands.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796. 

PIERRE  DUCHENE,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Joseph  Watson. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Gaget  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1790,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  about  four  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed:  there  was  a  house  erected  on  the 
premises,  whicli  has  been  destroyed  by  tire. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  625;. and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit.  .     ,     r 

\nd  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  March  7,  1809, 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  re-considered  the  claim  of  Francis  Dupre,  (No.  342,)  which  was  postponed  yesterday. 

Whereupon,  Gaget  Marsac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness,  yvho,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that 
he  has  always  considered  the  claimant  as  the  owner  of  the  premises;  that,  about  two  years  ago,  he  made  a  verbal  bar- 
gain with  the  claimant,  for  the  purchase  of  the  said  tract  now  claimed,  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Land  Office;  and  that  he  has  lived  on  it  from  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  342;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit. 

No.  626.  Christian  Clemens,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esq. 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  northerly  side  of  river  Huron,  which  was  entered  with  former  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  310,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  about  seven  arpents  in  front, 
more  or  less,  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands 
claimed  by  John  Askin.  Jun.,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  the  claimant. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Comparet,  Jun.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
«luly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  John  Askin,  Jun.  was  in  possession  and  caused 
the  premises  to  be  cultivated,  and  continued  so  until  about  seven  years  ago,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has 
cultivated  the  same  every  year  to  this  day. 

Joseph  Robertjean,  another  witness,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  caused  the  pre- 
mises to  be  cultivated  every  year  for  these  seven  years  past.— Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Joseph  Robertjean,  (No.  229,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  llth  of  Feb- 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
laud,  and  that  hfe  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  229;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  (brenoon. 

Wednesday,  March  8,  1808. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  627.  Pierre  Yax. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Yax  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  30th  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following. 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gjjj.  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  four  hundred  and  eighty 
arpents,  it  being  twelve  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated 
lands,  south  by  Francois  Marsac,  and  north  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  by  me  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796. 

For  Pierre  Yax, 

JOHN  YAX,  his  x  mark. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 
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Whereupon,  Louis  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on   the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  pussessed  and  cultivated  the  premises,  and 
has  continued  so  every  year  down  to  this  day:  about  five  acres  are  under  cultivation  and  enclosed. — Postponed. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday.  March  10,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjouj-ned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  13,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  ad- 
journed to  Wednesday,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  March  15,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Robert  Forsyth,  (No.  621,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  20Hi  February 
last. 

Whereupon,  William  Forsyth  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  late  Pierre  Mayet  went  and  lived  on  the  premises  in  the  year  1795,  with  the  permission  of 
the  deponent,  (then  agent  for  the  estate  of  his  late  father,)  and  on  the  condition  that  he,  the  said  Pierre  Mayet,  should 
pay  a  yearly  rent  of  one  bushel  of  grain,  and  should  peaceably  leave  the  premises  when  required;  that  one  Caderet, 
who  was  then  a  hired  man  for  the  estate,  worked  with  said  Mayet,  in  erecting  a  cabin.  The  deponent  further  says 
that,  previous  to  1795,  the  said  Mayet  lived  on  another  tract  of  land,  (now  belonging  to  Thomas  Fnisytli,)  and  re- 
mained thereon  five  or  six  years,  and  quitted  it  peaceably  when  he  was  ordered  so  to  do. — Postponed. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  17,  1809. 
.  The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  628.  Margaret  Conner,  for  herself  and  her  children. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  Margaret  Conner,  (widow  of  Richard  Conner,  deceased,)  for  herself  and  her  children,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  south  side  of  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  her  filed  on  the  30th  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  29,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  bein"  on 
the  south  side  of  river  Huron,  about  one  mile  from  the  banks  of  said  river,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  a  small  creek,  generally  known 
by  the  name  of  Big  Run,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  east  by  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  late 
Richard  Conner,  and  on  the  west  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments made  by  me  previous  to  1796,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

For  Margaret  Conner, 

JAMES  CONNER. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Laperl  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  several  years  previous  to  1796,  the  late  Richard  Conner,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and 
cultivated  the  premises,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  until  he  died,  since  which  time  the  claim- 
ant has  caused  the  premises  to  be  cultivated  every  year  until  last  year;  that  about  ten  arpents  were  under  cultivation 
and  enclosed,  but  the  deponent  has  not  seen  the  premises  since  last  year;  there  was  a  house  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  and  her  children  are  entitled  to  the  above 
described  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  628;  and  that  they 
cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit. 

No.  629.  Christian  Clemens,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esq.  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  De- 
troit, in  vol.  1,  page  441,  under  the  date  of  23d  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  upper  side  by  lands  now  claimed  by  George 
Hoffman,  Esq.,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Dicks. 

Whereupon,  John  Shaw  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1795,  Andre  Bertheaume  cultivated  the  premises;  and  that,  in  1766,  the  said  Ber- 
theaume  told  the  deponent  that  he  had  sold  the  premises  to  the  claimant. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  20, 1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  March  22,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  630.  Batiste  Socier. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Batiste  Socier  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  31st  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  L'ance  creuse,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  containing  six 
arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,' bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of 
Nicholas  Patenaude,  and  below  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improve- 
ments made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

BATISTE  SOCIER,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  byjunlocated  lands,above  by  lands  of  Nicholas  Patenaude,  and  below  by 
vacant  lands. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Ambroise  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  Isi  July,  1796,  Joseph  Garand  was  in  possession,  and  was  im- 
proving the  premises,  but  doth  not  know  whether  he  cultivated  the  premises  every  year;  Garand  told  him  that  he 
sold  this  tract  to  the  claimant. 

Simon  Yax,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Garand  was  in  possession,  and  cultivated  the 
premises  some  years  before  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  and  that  tne  claimant  has  cultivated  the  premises  since  he 
bought  them. — Postponed. 

No.  631.  Francois  Ajibroise  TREMBtE. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Franjois  Ambroise 
Tremble  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  31st  December  last  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  ■  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  La  Pointe  a  Guinolet,  on  lake  St.  Clair,  contain- 
ing three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front,  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above 
by  lands  of  Benjamin  Marsac,  and  below  by  lands  of  Francois  Forton.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

FRANCOIS  TREMBLE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Benjamin  Marsac,  and 
below  by  lands  of  Francois  Forton. 

Whereupon,  Simon "Yax  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  has  continued  without  interruption  to  this  day.    A  house  and  barn  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certiticate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  631;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Francois  Deroche,(No.  543,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  21st  December  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  before  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  543;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit 

No.  632.  Francois  Denoyer.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Denoyer  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  aux  Sables;  and  the  notice  filed  the  26th  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

'  To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  26,  1808, 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Lalid  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  river  aux  Sables,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  aux 
Sables,  in  rear  by  the  farms  of  river  Raisins,  on  one  side  by  widow  Gaillard.  and  on  the  other  by  unlocated  lands. 
I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

For  Francois  Denoyer, 

GABRIEL  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Porlier  Benac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Louis  Bourdeaux  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Couture,  and  Thibaudeaux,  who  sold  to  the  claimant.  A  house  and 
barn  are  erected  on  the  premises,  and  about  twenty-five  arpents  are  under  cultivation. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  e.xhibited  two  deeds  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Comte  de  Wayne,  District  de  Sargent:  Novembre  9,  1800. 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Louis  Bourdeaux,  lequel  a  par  ces  presentes  reconnu  et  confesse 
avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  et  transporte,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujoura,  avec  garantie  de  toutes  dettes,  hypotheques. 
evictions,  alienations,  generallement  quelconques,  aux  Sieurs  Jean  Batiste  Couture  et  Pierre  Thibaudeaux,  de  la  riviere 
aux  Riiisins,  a  ces  presentes  et  acceptants  acquereurs,  pour  eux,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  de 
trois  arpents  de  front,  sur  vingt-cinq  arpents  de  profondeur,  et  plus  s'ils  sy  trouvent,  situee  au  sud  de  la  riviere  aux 
Sables,  a  aboutir  aux  terres  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  tenant  a  I'est  au  Sieur  Louis  Gaillard,  et  k  I'ouest  aux 
terres  non  occupees;  laquelle  ditte  terre  lui  appartient  bien  legitimement  pour  I'avoir  acquis  du  Sieur  Joseph  Por- 
lier Benac,  par  contrat,  passe  par  devant  maitre  Francois  Derruisseaux  Belloour,  Ie22eme  de  Septembre,  1800;  le- 
quel contrat  porte  quittance,  et  est  cy  joint;  cette  ditte  terre,  telle  qu'elle  se  poursuit  et  comporte,  les  dits  acque- 
reurs disent  bien  connoitre  pour  I'avoir  vfl  et  visite,  et  disent  en  etre  content  et  satisfait 

Cette  vente,  cession,  etdelaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  sommede  trente  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nou- 
velle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  regu  avant  la  passation  des  presentes  et  donne  quittance;  en  conside- 
ration de  quoy,  le  dit  Louis  Bourdeaux  s'en  denantit,  dessaisit,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  pour  par  les  dits  ac- 
quereurs jouir  et  cultiver  a  leur  gre,  eux,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  leur  garantissant.  comme  est  dit,  et 
de  ses  propres  fails,  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  s'en  demettant  et  devetissant  a  leur  profit.  Car 
ainsy  sont  convenu  les  parties-  Le  dit  Bourdeaux  a  declare  ne  savoir  ny  ecrire  ny  signer,  et  a  fait  sa  marque  or- 
dinaire, apres  lecture  faitte. 

'   ^  LOUIS  BOURDEAUX,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 

Jos.  Neuville,  ^ 

Jean  Batiste  Lasselle,  I  y-g^joj^,. 

Pierre  Ihibaudeaux,      { 

Batiste  Couture,  J 

Francois  Navarre  /.  P. 

L'an  mil  huit  cent  un,  le  vingt  de  Mars,  ont  comparu  les  SieursJean  Batiste  Couture  et  Pierre  Thibaudeau,  resi- 
dant  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  comte  de  Wayne,  nord-ouest  de  la  riviere  Ohio,  territoire  dcsEtats  Unis,  lesquels  ont 
par  ces  presentes,  presence  de  temoins,  reconnu  et  confesse  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  et  transporte,  des  maintenant 
et  pour  toujours,  au  nomme  Francois  Denoyer,  acquereur,  une  portion  de  terre,  sise  et  situee  au  sud  de  la  riviere 
aux  Sables,  de  trois  arpents  de  terre  de  front,  sur  vingt-cinq  et  plus  s'il  sy  trouve  en  profondeur,  tenant  a  I'est  au 
nomme  Louis  Gaill.ard,  et  a  I'ouest  aux  terres  non  occupees,  aaboutir  aux  terres  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  tel  qu'elle 
se  poursuit  et  comporte  sans  en  rien  retenir  ny  reserver;  avec  maison,  grange,  et  autres  batimens,  et  clotures,  telle 
qu'elle  se  presente,  dont  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  connoitre  et  prendre  possession,  quand  bon  lui  semblera;  les  dits 
vendeurs  I'ayant  acquis  du  nomme  Louis  Bourdeaux,  I'ayant  acquis  du  Sieur  Porlier  Benac,  par  contrat  aussi 
passe  devant  notaire,  et  delivre  au  dit  acquereur. 

Cette  vente,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nou- 
velle  York,  payable  par  le  Sieur  Gabriel  Godfroy,  suivant  son  mandate,  en  date  du  vingt  Mars,  de  ia  presente  an- 
nee;  c'est  a  cette  consideration  que  nous  nous  sommes  denante,  des  maintenant  et  pour  toujours,  pour  par  le  dit  ac- 
quereur jouir  ou  faire  jouir,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  lui  garantissant  de  tous  troubles,  dettes,  hypotheques, 
generallement  quelconques,  a  peine  de  tous  depens.  dominates,  et  interets,  tel  sont  convenu  les  parties  de  bonne 
Toy,  et  ontsigne.  Et  le  dit  acquereur  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire,  en  presence  de  te- 
moins, sesont  reserve  les  dits  vendeurs  le  bled  qu'ils  ont  dans  la  grange,  avec  les  droits  dele  faire  battre  et  enlever, 
ainsy  que  tous  les  animaux  qu'ils  ont  donne  ii  ferme  au  nomme  La  Becasse,  ainsy  ont  signe. 

PIERRE  THIBAUDEAUX.  [l.s.] 
BATISTE  COUTURE,  [l.  s.] 
FR.'VNCOIS  DENOYER,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Jos.  Porlier  Benac,  Temoin. 
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Territoire  des  Etats  Unis,  Nord-ouest  de  la  Riviere  Ohio: 

Peisonnellement  ont  coniparu  devant  moy,  George  McDougall,  un  des  Juges  de  la  cour  des  plaidoyers  com- 
mun.  pour  le  dit  comte,  Piene  Thibaudeaux  et  Batiste  Couture,  d'un  part,  qui  ont  conf'esse  d'avoir  signe,  cachete, 
et  d^livre  le  contrat  cy-dessus,  a  Francois  Denoyer.  de  I'autre,  lesquels  ont  avoue  de  plus  que  les  dix-huit  mots  in- 
•  terlignes,  et  ecrit  dans  la  marge  de  I'a'utre  part,  ont  ete  ajoute  avant  leurs  signatures  faitte,  et  doivent  etre  consi- 
der^s  comme  bon  et  vaiable.  C'est  pourquoys  le  tout,  comme  dit  est,  sont  I'intention  des  ditt'es  parties,  et  comme 
telle  peuvent  etre  eiiregistres.  En  loy  de  quoy,  j'ai  signe  le  present,  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le25emeMars,  A.D. 
1801. 

GEO.  McDOUGALL,  J.  C.  C.  P.  Wayne. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  632;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Robert  Forsyth,  (No.  621,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  20th  February  last, 
and  15th  March  instant. 

The  commissioners,  having  taken  up  this  claim,  and  examined  the  evidence  produced  in  support  ther-eof,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  be  confirmed  therein;  but  forasmuch  as  the  same  tract  of  land  was,  by  decision 
of  this  Board,  on  the  27th  day  of  January  last  past,  confirmed  to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Pierre  Mayet, 
deceased,  upon  evidence  introduced  on  behalf  of  said  heirs,  we  decide  that  the  said  claim  be  postponed,  and  no 
certificate  issue  to  the  said  Robert  Forsyth  foi-  the  present,  and  that  the  said  two  cases  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  his  decision,  to  whom  the  patent  ou°ht  to  issue;  the  said  commissioners  not  considering  them- 
selves authorized  to  revoke  the  decision  made  in  favor  ot  said  Mayet's  heirs,  or  to  grant  two  certificates  for  the  same 
tract  of  land. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  24,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and.  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  27,  )  809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Christian  Clemens,  (No.  629,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  17th  instant. 

Whereupon,  Abraham  Eversouls  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  nine  years  ago,  the  claimant  had  tenants  on  this  tract,  and  that  he,  the  depo- 
nent, has  worked  as  a  laborer  on  said  tract  often  for  the  claimant;  and  the  deponent  knows  that  the  claimant  has 
had  people  working  on  the  premises  within  one  year.  There  are  about  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  a  small  house  erected  on  the  premises. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon'. 

Wednesday,  March  29,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  bein^  no  business,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  31,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  April  3,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

•  Wednesday,  April  5,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  April  7,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Abijah  and  Jesse  Hunt,  (No.  517,)  which.was  postponed  the  15th  December 
last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  (not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,)  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which 
certificate  shall  be  No.  517;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quan- 
tity of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Abijah  and  Jesse  Hunt,  (No.  518,)  which  was  postponed  the  15th  December 
last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  (not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  whole,)  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which, 
certificate  shall  be  No.  518;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quan- 
tity of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Samuel  Ewings,  (No.  578,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  28th  December 
last. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  two  deeds  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

For  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds.  New  York  currency,  which  we  do  acknowledge  to 
have  received  from  Alexander  Ewings,  by  note  of  hand,  payable  in  two  years  from  this  date,  we  have  bargained, 
sold,  and  delivered  unto  the  said  Alexander  Ewings,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  our  right,  title,  and  interest 
to  a  certain  house,  and  other  out-houses,  at  fort  Miami,  at  present  rented  and  occupied  by  Mr.  John  Anderson,  to 
be  taken  possession  of  by  him  as  soon  as  the  said  John  Anderson  shall  quit  the  said  premises,  who  is,  in  our  name, 
to  deliver  up  the  same  to  him,  the  said  Alexander  Ewings. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  at  Amherstburgh,  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
this  10th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1802. 

DUFF  &  LEITH.  [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 

John  Anderson. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Alexander  Ewings,  of  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan, 
for  and  in  consideration  of  four  hundred  dollars,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Samuel  Ewings,  the  receipt  whereof  1  do 
hereby  acknowledge,  have  granted,  bargained,  sold,  conveyed,  released,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey,  release,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Samuel  Ewings,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  and  singu- 
lar that  certain  tract  of  land,  or  farm,  situate  upon  the  river  Miami,  in  said  district,  now  occupied  and  possessed  by 
me,  the  said  Alexander,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  more  or  less;  which  said  tract  of  land,  or 
farm,  is  bounded  in  front  upon  said  river  Miami,  on  the  upper  side  by  the  old  fort,  on  the  lower  side  and  in  rear  by 
unlocated  lands,  and  is  one  mile  in  front,  upon  said  river  Miami,  by  an  equal  depth:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
tract  of  land,  with  the  dwelling-house,  out-houses,  and  all  the  other  improvements  thereon  erected,  and  made  to  him 
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the  said  Samuel  Ewings,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  his  and  their  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof,  forever,  with  all  and 
sinitular  the  rights,  privileges,  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining. 

In  witness  whereof.  I,  the  said  Alexander  Ewings,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Miami,  in  said  dis 
trict  of  Erie,  this  22d  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808. 

ALEXANDER  EWINGS.  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 

Samuel  H.  Ewings, 
William  Hoddy. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Erie,  ss. 

Personally  came  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace,  in  and  for  said  dis- 
trict, Alexander  Ewings,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  his  voluntary  act  and  deed,  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned.  Acknowledged  before  me,  at  the  port  of  Miami,  in  said  district,  this  23d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, A.  D.  1808. 

LEWIS  BOND,  J.  P.  D.  E.  T.  M. 
Postponed. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon, 

Monday,  April  10,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  G33.  Joseph  Campf.au. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau  (No.  8)  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  river  Huron,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
(No.  8,)  in  vol.  2,  page  43,  under  the  date  of  31st  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  lake  St. 

Clair,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Huron,  and  on  both  sides  by  lands  of  Pierre  Phenix. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Phenix  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  had  some 
part  of  them  enclosed;  that  every  year  wood  was  cut  on  the  premises  for  the  use  of  the  claimant.;  and  that  he,  the 
deponent,  has  cultivated  part  of  this  tract  these  eight  years  past,  as  a  tenant  of  the  claimant. 

Batiste  Letourneau,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the 
claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  every  year  cut  timber  thereon,  for  the  use  of  his 
other  farms  on  said  river  Huron,  and  that  many  other  persons  have  also  cut  timber  thereon,  with  the  permission  of 
the  claimant:  there  is  a  house  erected  on  the  premises. — Postponed. 

No.  634.  Colonel  Gabriel  Godkroy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfrey,  (No.  5,) 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  OfBce  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  \,  page  295,  under  the  date 
of  the  29th  November,  1605. 

This  tract  is  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  and  contains,  by  estimation,  eight  hundred  arpents,  it  be- 
ing eight  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  iront  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  and  above  by  unlo- 
cated  lands,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Francois  Lionard. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Porlier  Benac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  l»as  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  da)':  about  forty  arpents  are 
under  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  (which  is  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  whole,)  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which 
certificate  shall  be  No.  634;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity 
of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  635.  Francois  Lionard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Lionard  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  28th  December  last  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  OJ/ice  at  Detroit.  * 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing,  by  esti- 
mation, six  hundred  arpents,  it  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river, 
and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  and  on  every  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Sen.  I  claim  title  by 
virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  thereon  previous  to  the  year  1796,  and  continued 
to  this  date. 

For  Francois  Lionard, 

G.  GODFROY. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Porlier  Benac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  about  thirty  arpents  are  under  cultivation,  and  a  barn  is  erected  on  the 
premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  diat  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  635;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  636.  Colonel  Gabriel  Godfroy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  (No.  17,) 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  295,  under  the  date 
of  29th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  is  situate  on  river  Huron,  of  lake  Erie,  and  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  it  being 
six  arpents  in  front  by  fifty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Huron,  and  on  every  other  side  by  the  United 
States'  lands. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Porlier  Benac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Batiste  Sanscrainte  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  kept  on  the  same  a  man  named  Ba- 
baud,  as  a  ferryman,  and  who  cultivated  about  one  arpent  as  a  garden;  and  from  that  time  to  this  date  the  claimant 
has  constantly  kept  a  tenant,  who  has  attended  the  ferry,  and  has  cultivated  part  of  the  premises:  a  house  is  erected 
thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
'  of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  636;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  637.  Samuel  Lashley.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Samuel  Lashley  to  a  lot  of  ground, 
in  the  village  of  Michdlimackinack,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  vol.  2,  page  32,  under  the  date  of  5th  November,  1805. 

This  lot  contains  seventy -five  feet  front,  running  to  the  southward  two  hundred  and  sixteen  feet,  bounded  on 
the  noith  by  a  lot  formerly  the  property  of  James  Graham,  and  south  by  the  half  lot  of  William  Burnett. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalfof  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant  in  1804. 


I 


180r.j  LAND    CLAIMS    IN    THE    MICHIGAN    TERRITORY.  5I3 

Louis  Dequindre,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  tiiat  when  he,  the  deponent,  weht  to  Michil- 
limackinacic,  in  1804,  the  depiment  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  was  still  in  possession 
when  the  deponent  left  Michillimackinack  last  year. 

Anil  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  637;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Catherine  Godfroy,  deceased,  (No.  528,)  which  was  postponed 
the  20th  of  December  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  ccitificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  528;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Catherine  Godfroy,  deceased,  (No.  529.)  which  was  postponed 
the  20th  December  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  529;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  surrey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Catherine  Godfroy,  deceased,  (No.  530,)  which  was  postponed 
on  the  20t!i  December  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  530;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Catherine  Godfroy,  deceased,  (No.  531,)  which  was  postponed 
on  the  20th  December  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  531;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  (No.  532,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  20th  December 
last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  apiiear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  532;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  (No.  533, )  which  was  postponed  on  the  20th  December 
last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  533;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

"Wednesday,  Jipril  12,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  638.  Antoine  Billou,  dit  L'Esperanoe.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Billou, 
dit  L'Esperance,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  31st  December  last  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  containing  one  arpent  in  front  by 
eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  rivep  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  Charles  Chovin,  and  below 
by  Jacques  Marsac.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from 
whom  I  derive  title. 

ANTOINE  BILLOU,  dit  L'ESPERANCE,  sa  x  marque. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  arpents,  it  being  one  arpent  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  the  widow  and  heirs  ot  Jean  Baptiste  Cho- 
vin, deceased,  and  below  by  lands  of  Jacques  Marsac. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Marsac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Baptiste  Chovin,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  gave  it  to  his  son,  Jean  Baptiste  Chovin,  who  occupied  the  same  until  he  ex- 
changed with  the  claimant  for  another  tract  of  land  at  Grosse  Pointe,  on  lake  St.  Clair:  there  is  a  house  and  barn 
erected  on  the  premises,  and  about  twenty ^five  arpents  are  enclosed,  and  part  cultivated. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  Jipril  14,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  Ibrenoon. 

4  Monday,  April  17,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  639.  MoRicE  Willermy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Morice  Willermy  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  aux  Sables;  and  the  notice  filed  the  23d  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  23,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  aux  Sables,  containing  five  arpents  in  front  by 
about  fifteen  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  aux  Sables,  in  rear  by  river  Raisins  settlements,  on  one  side  by  one 
Bostonais,  and  on  the  other  side  by  unlocated  lands.     I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements. 

*  ,  For  MoRicE  Willermy, 

ANTOINE  GUY,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 
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Whereupon,  Joseph  Poilier  Benac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly- 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  179C,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession,  and  continued 
so  uniil  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  since  to  this  day:  five  or  six  arpents  are 
cultivated  and  enclosed,  and  the  claimant  has  begun  to  improve  about  six  years  ago. — Postponed. 

No.  640.  BosTONAis. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of Bostonais  to  a  tract  of  land' 

situate  on  river  aux  Sablesj  and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  the  23d  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  Z>ecem6er  2,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  liver  aux  Sables,  containing  five  arpents  in  front  by  about  fifteen  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river 
aux  Sables,  in  rear  by  river  Raisins  settlement,  on  one  side  by  Joseph  Nadault,  and  on  the  other  side  by  one  Morice 
VVilleriny.    I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession  and  improvements. 

For Bostonais, 

ANTOINE  GUY,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon.  Joseph  Porlier  Benac  was  brought  f(uward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Champagne  was  in  possession  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  the  same  to  this  day:  twelve  or  fifteen  arpents  are 
cultivated  and  enclosed,  and  a  house  is  erected  on  the  premises. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  w3pn7  19,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  641.  The  widow  and  heius  of  Batiste  Chovin,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Batiste  Chovin,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Grand  Maraisj  and  the  notice  by 
them  filed  the  3lst  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Begister  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  [  claim  title,  for  myself  and  my  children,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais, 
containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on 
one  side  by  Antoine  L'Esperance,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Batiste  Dupre.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  my  late  husband  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  continued  to 
ihis  date. 

For  the  wroow  Chovin, 

CHARLES  CHOVIN,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in 
depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  the  farm  of  Batiste  Dupre, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Billou,  dit  L'Esperance. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Marsac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Batiste  Chovin,  deceased,  was  in  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  children  have 
occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day:  about  thirty  arpents  are  under  cultivation,  and  a  house  and  a  barn  are 
erected  on  the  premises.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Batiste  Chovin 
had  improved  and  cultivated  about  ten  arpents  behind  the  first  forty  arpents,  which  nave  been  cultivated  every  year 
to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  641;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Antoine  Billou,  dit  L'Esperance-,  (No.  638,)  which  was  postponed  on  the 
12th  instant. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Marsac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  (in  addition  to  his  deposition  of  the  12th  instant,)  that  the  tract  now  claimed  by  the  claimant  was 
formerly  part  of  a  tract  of  three  arpents  in  front,  owned  by  the  late  Batiste  Chovin,  deceased;  that  he  made  a  gift  of 
that  arpent  to  his  son,  Jean  Batiste  Chovin,  who  has  exchanged  with  the  claimant  for  a  tract  at  Grosse  Pointe;  that 
it  is  a  part  of  the  ten  arpents  in  cultivation  behind  the  first  forty  arpents,  and  has  been  possessed  and  cultivated  pre- 
vious to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  every  year  since  that  time  to  this  day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  produced  his  deed  of  exchange,  which  was  registered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  liber  D,  page  149. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  638;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  .^pril  21,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  ^prilZi,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  .^prU26,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  ^pril  28,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 
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No.  18. 

Transcript  of  the  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  commencimr  on  Monday,  the  1st  day 
of  May,  1809,  and  ending  on  the  30lh  day  of  June  following,  both  days  inclusive. 

Monday,  May  1,  1809. 
riie  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  642.  Francis  Fontenov. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francis  Fontenoy  to  a  tract  of 
jand,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  filed  by  Jean  Batiste  Comparet,  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  was  read 
in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  14,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  containing  six  and  a  half  arpents  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  St. 
Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side,  above,  by  hnds  of  widow  Mini,  and  on  the  other  side,  below,  by 
lands  of  James  Robison.     I  claim  by  virtue  of  improvements,  possession,  and  occupancy,  &c. 

For  Francis  Fontknoy, 

JEAN  BATISTE  COMPARET. 
This  tract  contains,  arid  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Colonel  George  Cotterall  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  two  or  three  years  before  1796,  one  Indian  man  was  placed  on  the  premises  by 
Garret  Graverat,  and  remained  thereon  till  1798,  since  which  time  several  people  have  worked  the  land,  oft'and  on; 
that  the  premises  lemained  idle  two  or  three  years  at  a  time;  that  no  improvements  were  ever  made  by  the  claim- 
ant, or  by  any  of  his  parents;  that,  in  1797,  a  school-house  was  erected  on  the  premises  by  the  neighbors,  who  had 
subscribed  for  the  same,  by  permission  of  Charles  Moian,  then  guardian  of  the  claimant. 

Ignace  Moras,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  1797,  one  Antoine  Mini,  Jun.  applied  to 
Josette  Fontenoy,  then  guardian  appointed  by  the  court  to  the  claimant,  and  other  younger  children,  and  otiered  to 
purchase  the  premises  now  claimed;  that  she  answered,  that,  if  she  could  find  the  deed,  she  would  sell,  but  she 
did  not  know  where  it  was.    The  said  Mini  then  began  to  cultivate  the  land,  and  continued  about  three  years. 

Jean  Batiste  Comparet,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1796.  previous  to  the 
1st  July,  he,  the  deponent,  saw  one  Antoine  Mini,  Sen.  planting  Indian  corn,  who  told  him  that  he  had  to  pay  a 
rent  to  an  Indian  who  then  held  the  land  as  the  property  of  the  claimant. — Postponed. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  May  3,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  May  5,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  8,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  il/aj/ 10,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  643.  Ann  Coates,  for  the  legal  heirs  or  James  Donaldson,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consider- 
ation the  claim  of  Ann  Coates,  for  the  legal  heirs  and  representatives  of  James  Donaldson,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  river  Rouge,  part  and  parcel  of  a  larger  tract  of  sixteen  acres,  which  vvas  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  67,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  August,  1804. 

This  tract  contains  six  acres  in  front  by acres  in  depth,  that  is  to  say,  extending  in  depth  to  the  St.  Cosme 

family  line,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Coates,  and  below  by  lands  of  the 
late  Godfrey  Corbus. 

Whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  James  Donaldson  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  his  death;  since  which  time,  the  said  Ann  Coates,  one  of  the  executors  of  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  James  Donaldson,  deceased,  has  been  in  possession,  and  has  tenanted  the  pre- 
mises to  this  day:  about  eight  or  nine  acres  are  under  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  in  her  capacity  of  one  of  the  executors;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  May  12,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  15,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  May  17,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  May  19,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  644.  Pierre  Rivard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Rivard  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  Grand  Marais;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  28th  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  on  river  Detroit,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  (excepting  one 
arpent  in  front  by  two  in  depth,  now  the  property  of  John  Askin,)  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by 
unlocated  lands,  on  one  side  by  Batiste  Laderoute,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Bazil  Campeau.  1  claim  by  virtue  of 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

PIERRE  RIVARD.  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 
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This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  with  the  exception  of  the  lot  claimed 
by  John  Askin,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Seguin,  dit  Laderoute,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  without  any  interruption  tu  this  day:  about  thirty-six  arpents  are  under 
cultivation,  and  a  house  and  barn  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  644;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  645.  Francois  Duchene,  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Duchene.  senior, 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  OfKce  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  308,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, acres,  it  being  three  acres  and   otie  rod  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 

bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Griftard,and  above 
by  lands  claimed  by  Louis  Percy.  . 

Whereupon,  Batiste  Naiitay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Champagne  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same. 
About  eight  arpents  are  under  cultivation  and  enclosed,  and  a  house  and  barn  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  foUovving,  to  wit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes,  moi,  Pierre  Champagne,  pour  moi,  mes  heritiers,  a  cede  et  vendu  au  Sieur 
Francois  Duchene,  pere,  dans  le  cours  du  mois  de  Septembre,  de  I'annee  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  un,  une 
certaine  terre  situee  sur  le  bord  du  lac  St.  Clair,  contenant  trois  arpents,  plus  ou  moins,  de  front,  sur  quarante 
arpents  en  profondeur,  tenant  du  bord  du  nord-est  par  la  terre  de  Louis  Percy,  et  du  bord  sur  ouest  par  la  terre  de 
Joseph  Griftard,  avec  tous  les  biitiments,  clotures,  &c.  dessus.  Done  pour  et  en  consideration  de  la  sonime  de 
soixante  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  je  reconnois  avoir  recu,  je  lui  garantie  la  ditte  terre  de  moi,  et  de 
mes  heritiers  et  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause. 

Ainsy  apres  lecture  faitte,  ne  sachant  signer,  j'ai  fait  ma  marque  ordinaire,  a.  la  riviere  St.  Clair,  le  Seme  de 
Fevrier,  1809. 

PIERRE  CHAMPAGNE,  sa  x  marque. 

En  presence  de 

Jean  Marie  Beaubien, 
William  Thorn. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  645;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  22,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  tu  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  May  24,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  .adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  May  26,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  29,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  May  31,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  June  2,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Peter  Curry,  (No.  340,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  7th  November  last. 
Whereupon,  Alexis  Delisle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was  the  first  who  improved  part  of  the  premises  in  1796  or  1797;  that,  since  that 
time  to  this  day,  the  claimant  has  occupied,  or  caused  the  premises  to  be  occupied  and  cultivated. — Postponed. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monilay  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  June  5,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  646.  AnGELiCiUE  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  x\ngelique  Campeau  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  151,  under  the  date  of  the  21st  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Campeau,  her 
brother,  and  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Christopher  Tutle,  Esq. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Pepin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  tenanted  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.    About  thirteeri  arpents  are  under  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  she  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  646;  and  that  she  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  647.  Antoine  Campeau. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Campeau  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  152,  under  the  date  of  21st  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  it  being  four  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  claimed  by  Angelique  Campeau, 
his  sister,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Batiste  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Fr.ancois  Pepin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession,  and  tenanted  the  premises, 
and  has  continued  so  to  this  day.    About  twelve  or  thirteen  arpents  are  cultivated  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  tne  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  647;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
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veyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  ^contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the. 
Land  Office  at  Detroiti  ,,    ,  * 

And  then  the  Board  adjouirned  to  Wednesday  next>  at  aiiie  in  tlie  forenoon. 

"    •  Wednesday,  June  7,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  June  9,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. , 

Monday,  J«ne  12,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  648.  The  wardens  of  the  church  of  the  parish  of  St.  Antoine. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the 
claim  of  the  wardens  of  the  church  of  the  parish  of  St.  Antoine,  on  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  filed  by  Francois 
Navarre,  Esq.  on  the  SSth  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  claim  title,  as  wardens  of  the  church  of  the  parish  of  St.  Antoine,  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  containing  one  arpent  and  two  perches  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded' 
east-southeast  by  lands  of  Louis  Monmini,  and  west-northwest  by  lands  of  Joseph  Hivon.  AVe  also  claim  half 
an  arpent  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  joining  the  above,  as  the  property  of  our  church. 

For  the  wardens  of  the  church  of  the  parish  of  St.  Antoine, 

FRANCOIS  NAVARRE. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Robert  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July.  1796,  the  wardens  of  said  church  were  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  have  continued  so  to  this  day.  There  is  a  church,  a  dwelling-house,  and  out-houses  erected 
on  the  premises,  and  about  fifteen  arpents  are  enclosed  and  cultivated,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  church. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  two  deeds,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Par  devant  Porlier  Benac,  en  presence  de  temoins  soussignes.  nous,  Louis  Monmini,  pere,  et  Louis  Monmini, 
fils,  reconnoissons  et  conl'essons  avoir  cede,  quitte,  et  abandonne,  des  maintenant  et  pour  toujours,  k  la  paroisse 

'  brique  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  un  arpent  et  deux  perches  de  terre  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur, 
it  ii  I'est-sud-est  a  la  terre  que  nous  occupons,  et  faisant  partie  de  notre  ditte  terre,  et  ;l  I'ouest-nord-ouest  ii  la 


vendons,  soit  pour  toujours  attache  pour  ie  cure,  sans  que  personne  puisse  jamais  le  demembrer  et  hypothequer, 
a  moins  d'un  consenteraent  general  de  tous  les  habitants,  paroissiens,  ou  syndics,  etablis  pour  les  representer.  C'est 
a  cette  condition  que  nous  faisons  la  ditte  vente,  et  ce  pour  le  prix  et  somme  de  quatre  cent  pounds,  egal  a  vingt-six 
pounds  six  chelings  huit  pence,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  dont  les  habitants  nous  font  payement  en  denrees,  pro- 
duits  de  leurs  terres. 

En  foy  de  quoy,  nous  nous  sommes  dessaisi  et  denante  pour  toujours,  et  de  ce  jour,  ;i  prendre  possession  par  les 
dits  habitants,  paroissiens,  ou  leurs  representants,  obligeant,  &c.  renongant,  &c. 

Fait  a  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  quinze  Octobre,  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-huit,  voulant  que  le  ditacte  ait  autant 
de  force  que  s'il  etait  passe  par  devant  notaire;  etles  djts  Monmini,  pere  et  fils,  ont  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  et  ont  (ait 
leurs  marques  ordinaires. 

.    :  LOUIS  MONMINI,  Pere,  sa  x  marque. 

,  '■■;•'      .  LOUIS  MONMINI,  Fils,  sa  x  marque. 

.'.'  ^ .  ."  .v.  V  ■  J-  PORLIER  BENAG.  ,  .    , 

••*'."■      "''''.■>  ■     :'   ■    •   Riviere  AUX  Raisins, /«  25  Tl/oj/,  1790. 

;  Par  devant  moi,  Porlier  Benac,  Juge  a  Paix,  et  capitaine  de  milice,  sont  comparu  Sieurs  Monmini,  pere,  et  Mon- 
mini, fils,  lesquels  reconnoissent  avoir  recu  le  montant  de  la  vente  du  terrein,  qu'ils  ont  vendu  en  I'autre  part,  dont 
ils  donnent  quittance  generalle. 

LOUIS  MONMINI,  Pere,  sa  x  marque. 
LOUIS  MONMINI,  Fils,   sa  X  marque. 


Par 
et  pour 


devant  Porlier  Benac,  et  presence  de  temoins'soussignes,  moy,  Joseph  Hivon,  reconnois  avoir  de  ce-jourdhuy 
^.  r-  --  toujours  abandonne  et  fait  don  a  la  cure  ou  paroisse  de  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  d'un  demi  arpent  de  terre  sur 
Ta  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  tenant  a  I'est-sud-est  au  terrein  que  les  Sieurs  Monmini,  pere 
et  fils,  ont  vendu  aux  dits  paroissiens,  et  a  I'ouest-nord-ouest  a  la  terre  que  j'occupe,  le  dit  demi  arpent  faisant  partie 
de  ma  terre,  pour  par  le  cure  ou  representant  jouir  pour  toujours,  pour  I'utilite  des  paroissiens,  et  servir  a  telle 
batisse  qu'ils  jugeront  necessaire  pour  le  besoin  de  la  ditte  paroisse;  c'est  dans  cette  consideration  que  je  fais  la  pre- 
sente  donation  sans  aucun  retour  de  ma  part,  voulant  et  mereservant  en  cas  d'ensemble  des  paroissiens  ou  syndic 
pour  les  representer,  si  le  dit  terrein  etait  vendu,  soit  en  partie  ou  le  tout,  avoir  la  preference  de  la  ditte  vente, 
obligeant,  hx..  renon^aut,  &c.  A  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  le  yingt  Octobre,  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-huit,  et  le  dit 
Hivon  a  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  et  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire. 

JOSEPH  HIVON,  sa  x  marque. 
Charles  Reaume,  |^g,nom«. 
Louis  Gaillard,     j 

J.  PORLIER  BENAC. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  648;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  ,  ' 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  nest,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

,;,  ■  '•■       .  Wednesday, -yMne  14,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment.     .'■*.'■  .,■.■,'•:  "     '.   '. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Peter  Curry,  (No.  340,^  which -wis  postponed  on  the  2d  June  instant. 

Whereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners,  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  340;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  i\i 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  The  survey  to  begin  above  from  the  land  now  enclosed  for  the  use  of  the  public  ship 
yard,  and  running  down  river  Rouge  ten  acres,  and  running  in  depth  forty  acres,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  lands 
already  affirmed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
66  V       , 
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Friday, /«ne  16,  1809.  , 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  nos  business,  adjourned  to 
.  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  June  19,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  ywne  21,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  649.  Heirs  of  Alexander  McCormiok. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Alex- 
ander McCormick,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  river  Miami,  and  the  notice  filed  in  their  behalf  by 
Sol.  Sibley,  attorney,  on  the  17th  November  last,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  15.  1808. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States'  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  that  the  children, 
the  legal  heirs  of  Alexander  McCormick,  to  wit:  William  McCormick,  John  McCormick,  Matthew  McCormick, 
Alexander  McCormick,  Agnes  McCormick,  Elizabeth  McCormick,  Sarah  McCormick,  and  Mary  McCormick,  for 
themselves,  and  in  right  of  their  said  father,  deceased,  set  up  title  and  make  claim  to  have  and  to  hold,  to  them,  and 
to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  as  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Alexander  McCormick,  deceased,  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  and  lying  upon  the  Miami  river,  of  lake  Erie,  upon  the  northerly  side 
thereof,  above  the  old  fort,  within  the  United  States'  territory  of  Michigan,  and  their  land  district  of  Detroit,  contain- 
ing six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  thereabouts,  being  one  mile  square,  and  bounded  in  front  upon  said  Miami  river; 
on  the  easterly  or  lower  side  by  a  small  ravine  upon  the  margin  of  said  river;  below,  and  near  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  John  Baptiste  Beaugrand,  on  the  westerly  side,  by  a  small  rivulet,  where  it  enters  said  river,  which  forms 
the  outlet  of  several  small  ponds  lying  back  upon  the  meadows  or  premises,  lying  about  one  mile  from  the  point 
first  mentioned;  in  rear,  as  well  as  on  both  sides,  by  lands  of  the  United  States;  said  tract  of  land  so  claimed  to  be 
included  within  parallel  lines,  to  be  drawn  at  right  angles  from  the  aforesaid  point  upon  said  river  bank.  The  chil- 
dren and  heirs  of  said  Alexander  McCormick  set  up  claim  and  make  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  under  the  title  of 
their  deceased  father;  also,  by  virtue  of  a  long  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  in  and  by  their  deceased 
father  and  themselves,  and  those  from  whom  they  derive  title. 

For  and  on  behalf  of  the  children  and  legal  heirs  of  Alexander  McCormick,  deceased,  above  named, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  Jlttorney. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Whitinore  Knaggs  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  August,  1794,  the  late  Alexander  McCormick  possessed  and  occupied 
the  upper  part  of  the  tract  now  claimed;  that,  before  the  battle  of  the  20th  August,  he  was  driven  away  by  the  In- 
dians; that,  in  1797,  Alexander  McCormick  wrote  from  the  new  settlement  on  the  British  shore  to  the  deponent, 
requesting  him  to  sutler  no  person  to  settle  on  the  premises  now  claimed,  without  making  some  previous  arrange- 
ments with  him;  that,  previous  to  1794,  he  is  knowing  that  Messrs.  Beaugrand  and  Roulo  rented  a  house  from  Mr. 
McCormick,  (built  by  one  Bellair,)  and  that  one  Valliquet  cultivated  part  of  the  land  now  claimed. 

Colonel  John  Anderson,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1793,  when  the 
deponent  went  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  the  late  Alexander  McCormick  was  then  living  on  the  premises  now 
claimed;  that,  in  1794,  when  the  deponent  went  again  to  the  footof  tlie  rapids,  said  McCormick  was  still  living  on 
the  premises,  and  continued  thereon  until  the  IBth  August,  1794,  when  said  McCormick,  as  well  as  the  deponent  and 
other  people,  were  driven  away  by  the  Indians;  that,  on  the  20th  August,  all  the  buildings  on  the  premises  were  burnt 
down  by  the  United  States'  troops,  as  the  deponent  understood;  that,  in  the  year  1798,  said  McCormick  came  to  the 
foot  of  the  rapids,  informed  the  deponent  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  Kentucky  to  visit  his  friends,  whom  he  had 
not  seen  since  he  was  taken  a  prisoner  by  the  Indians;  that  said  McCormick  requested  the  deponent  to  have  an  eye 
on  his  farm,  that,  if  any  person  attempted  to  settle  on  it,  to  inform  them  that  the  premises  were  his  property,  which 
he  expected  to  get  confirmed  to  him  by  the  United  States,  as  a  relief  for  his  past  sufferings;  that,  in  1799  or  1800, 
one  Valliquet  built  a  house  on  a  part  of  the  land  now  claimed,  and  sold  the  same  to  one  Bellair,  who  has  occu- 
pied the  same  ever  since,  but  the  deponent  doth  not  know  whether  or  not  it  was  as  tenant  to  said  McCormick.  Tlie 
deponent  has  no  knowledge  that  any  person  did  occupy  any  part  of  the  premises  from  August,  1794,  to  1799  or 
1800.  The.  deponent  further  saith,  that  said  Alexander  McCormick  informed  him  that  he  had  been  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Indians;  that  his  wife  had  also  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Wyandot  Indians,  and  had  been  very  cruelly 
treated  by  them.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that,  at  the  time  said  Alexander  McCormick  lived  on  the  premises, 
there  were  between  twenty  and  thirty  acres  enclosed  and  under  cultivation;  four  or  five  cabins  were  erected,  and 
an  orchard  of  apple  and  peach  trees  planted. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

■  ...  Friday,  June  23,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  !o  adjoiimtngnt. 

No.  650.  Pierre  Tremble. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Tremble  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  24th  of  December  last  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  Petkr  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  ,  December  24,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim 
to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate  and  being  near  the  Pointe  au  Guinolet,  within  the  district  of  Detroit,  being  in 
breadth  two  arpents  and  three  perches,  in  length  forty  arpents,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlo- 
cated  lands,  on  the  northeast  side  by  land  claimed  by  Antoine  Reneau,  and  on  the  southwest  side  by  Julian  Forton's 
farm.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  occupancy,  and  improvements  by  me 
or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title,  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796. 

'    ■  ,       PIERRE  TREMBLE,  his  X  mark. 

Witness,  Jos.  Watson.  •.''',"■..   •'* 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Michel  Mornet  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Pierre  Laderoute  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  ever  since  to  this 
day.    About  seven  or  eight  arpents  are  under  cultivation  and  enclosed,  and  a  dwelling  house  is  erected  thereon. 

The  claimant,  in  support  ot  his  claim,  produced  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

This  deed,  made  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  by  Pierre  Laderoute, 

of  the  district  of  Detroit,  within  the  territory  of  Michigan,  to  Pierre  Tremble,  of  the  aforesaid  district  and  territory, 

witnesses,  that  the  said  Pierre  Laderoute,  in  consideration  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to  him 

.   in  hand  paid,  and  for  other  good  causes  and  considerations  him  thereunto  J  moving,  has  granted,  aliened,  and  cpn- 

veyed,  and  hereby  grants,  aliens,  and  conveys  to  tiie  said  Pierre  Tremble  one  certain  parcel  of  ground,  situate. 
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lying,  and  being,  near  Pointe  aii  Guinolet,  within  the  district  and  territory  aforesaid,  being  in  breadth  two  arpents  and 
three  perches,  and  in  length  forty  arpents,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  uniocated  lands,  on  the  north- 
east siile  by  lands  claimed  by  Antoine  Reneau,  and  on  the  southwest  side  by  lands  claimed  by  Julian  Forton,  con- 
taining, by  e<^.timation,  eighty-eight  arpents,  be  the  same  more  cir  less:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said 
Pierre  Tremble,  together  with  all  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertain- 
ing, and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  his  and  theiruse,  benefit,  and  behoof,  forever;  and  I,  the  said  Pierre  Laderoute 
do  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  Pierre  Tremble,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  defend  and  warrant  the  above  de- 
scribed premises  against  the  lawful  claims  and  demands  of  all  persons  claiming  under  me  or  them. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  Pierre  Laderoute,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  the  city  of  Detroit  'the 
day  and  year  first  above  written. 

,,,,,.         ,.     ,  ,  PIERRE  LADEROUTE,  his -f  mark,     [l.s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  01 

Lambert  Lafoy, 

Joseph  Watson,  Conveyancer. 

Detroit,  December  24,  1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  comrnissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  trac*- 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate''  shall  be  No.  650;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  tiie  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

•   '  Monday,  June  26,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuantxo  adjournment. 

■  No.  651.  Alexis  Cenait,  dit  CoqiiiLLARo.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Alexis  Cenait,  dit 
Coquillard,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  24th  of  December  last  was 
■read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 


Sir: 


To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

,      ■  Betrojt,  December  2i,  1808. 


Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  river  Rouge,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said 
river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by 
me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ALEXIS  CENAIT,  dit  COQUILLARD. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Delille  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn' 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Jean  Batiste  Delille  was  in  posses&ion  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Antoine  Peltier,  who  sold  to  Mrs.  Mary  Abbott,  who  sold  to  the  claimant,  who 
has  possessed  the  premises,  and  caused  them  to  be  cultivated  to  this  day:  there  are  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  erect- 
ed on  the  premises;  about  thirty-six  arpents  are  uirder  cultivation  and  enclosed,  and  the  land  has  been  cultivated 
every  year  from  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  651;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The^Board  reconsidered  the  cljiim  of  Adam  Brown,  (No.  354.)  which  was  postponed  on  the  16th  of  November 
last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  354;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Adam  Brown,  (No.  355,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  16th  of  November 
.last. 

(lAnd  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  355;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 


No.  19. 


Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  28th 
June  to  29th  December,  IS09,  inclusively. 

Wednesday,  June  28,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment^. and, .there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
,  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  '         .  . 

_     .,     '  .       ^  •'■'       •     •  Friday,  Jwne  30, 1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  acijourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  3,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  5,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Friday,  July  7,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  ^m/j/' 10,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  tlie  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  July  11,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  652.  Joseph  Dazet. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Dazet  to  a  lot  of  ground,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in 
vol.  2,  page  64,  under  the  date  of  18th  February,  1805. 

This  lot  contains,  by  estimation,  one  arpent,  is  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  the  highway, 
east  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  west  by  lands  claimed  by  J.  and  F.  Lasselle. 

Whereupon,  Col.  Gabriel  Godfroy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  late  Pierre  Solo  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  said  lot,  (being  then  part  of  a  larger  tract,)  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Bourdeaux,  dit  Lade- 
route,  who  sold  to  Amable  St.  Cosme,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  has  occupied  the  same  to  this 
day.  There  is  a  dwelling  house  erected,  and  an  orchard  planted  on  said  lot.  The  deeds  of  transfer  above  referred 
to  are  recorded  by  the  former  commissioners  in  liber  A,  fol.  270,  &c. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  652;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Thursday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  July  13, 1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  George  McDougall,  Esquire,  (No.  236,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  13th 
July,  1808. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume,  who  had  been  regularly  subpcenaed,  appeared,  and  acknowledged  the  sale 
■which  he  had  made  to  the  claimant,  and  for  which  he  had  executed  a  deed  the  18th  day  of  September,  1805,  recorded 
in  vol.  5,  page  8;  and  now  consenteth  that  the  claimant  have  a  patent  for  the  said  claim. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  236;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  653.  George  McDougai.l,  Esquire.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  caveat  and  claim  of  George 
McDougall,  Esquire,  to  a  lot  of  ground,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  filed  qn  the  30th  Decem- 
ber last,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esquire,  Register  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir: 

I  hereby  notify  you  that  I  claim  title  to  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  arpents  of  land,  (being  part  of  a  lot  of 
land  lately  entered  by  Israel  Ruland  in  behalf  of  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume,  supposed  to  contain  altogether  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  arpents,  or  French  acres,  of  land, )  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  bank  of  river  Raisins;  bound- 
ed in  front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  a  creek  whereon  a  grist  mill  is  standing,  belonging  to  Major  Gabriel 
Godfroy;  on  the  west  by  the  remainder  of  the  said  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume's  lot  of  land,  containing  six  and  a  half 
arpents,  in  front  of  river  Raisins,  by  seven  or  eight  arpents  in  rear,  to  said  Mill  creek,  more  or  less,  supposed  by  said 
Jereaume  to  contain  sixty-five  arpents  of  land,  altogether,  which  he  reserved  for  himself;  and  on  the  east  by  said 
Mill  creek,  which  empties  at  high  water,  in  part,  by  a  small  run  into  said  river  Raisins,  joining  Meldrum and  Park's 
claim  to  land:  they  acquired  from  Francois  Reaume,  Senior,  deceased. 

The  said  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume  and  one  Joseph  Bourdeaux,  having  made  me  a  donation  of  the  residue  of  said 
lot,  (entered  as  aforesaid  for  said  Jereaume,)  as  appears  by  their  voluntary  acknowledgment  before  the  late  honorable 
commissioners,  on  Tuesday,  the  3d  December,  1805,  "that  they  had  given  me  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  that  they 
had  resigned  all  pretensions  to  the  property  or  possession  thereof  in  my  favor,"  which  has  been  tenanted  ever  since 
for  me  by  Andre  Poupard  Lafleur,  who  now  lives  thereon,  occupies  and  cultivates  the  same  in  my  behalf." 

I  now,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  entering  my  caveat,  in  order  to  stop  the  said  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume  from  ob- 
taining a  c^tificate  from  this  honorable  Board  to  that  part  of  the  said  lot  of  land,  which  he  has  acknowledged  to 
have  ceded  and  abandoned  in  my  favor,  as  aforesaid:  all  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

servant.  

GEORGE  McDOUGALL. 

Whereupon,  Jfean  Baptiste  Jereaume  and  the  said  George  McDougall  appeared  before  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  said  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume  acknowledged  that,  from  the  road  leading  from  the  river  Raisins  to  Mill 
creek,  between  this  claim  and  the  farm  of  Joseph  Bourdeaux,  six  arpents  and  a  half  only  are  his  private  property, 
from  the  said  road  leading  down  river  Raisins,  and  in  rear  extending  to  said  Mill  creek;  and  that,  of  the  residue  of 
this  tract  so  claimed,  one  half  belongs  to  George  McDougall. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  Jtdy  15,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournm^t;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  17,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  19,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ^  , 

Friday, /m/j/ 21,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  24,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  26,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  (No.  604,)  which  was  postponed  the  21st  January,  and  on 
the  11th  of  February  last.  >,  .•,..,.,. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  604;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
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surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  vith  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  tlie 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Cecille  Campeau,  wife  of  Jacques  Loson,  (No-  603,)  which 
was  postponed  on  the  21st  of  January,  and  on  the  11th  of  Februaiy  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract 
of  land,  and,  therefore,  that  their  claim  be  rejected;  and  it  is  hereby  rejected. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  July  29,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  654.  Pierre  Langlois,  dit  Traversis. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Langlois,  dit 
Traversis,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  3,  page  328,  under  the  date  of  30th  November,  1805.  ^ 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  about  two  hundred  arpents,  it  being  two  arpents  in  front  by  about  one  hun- 
dred in  depth,  more  or  less,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  east  by  lands  of  John  Askin,  Senior,  and  west  by 
the  church  lands. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  either  the  claimant  or  Martin  Nadault  (from  whom  he  purchased)  was  in  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  premises  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  and  that  tiiis  tract  of  land  has  been  constantly  cultivated 
from  that  period  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  before  described  tract  of 
land,  (of  which  the  lot  No.  468,  of  Francis  Delille,  is  to  be  deducted)  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which 
certificate  shall  be  No.  654;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  tiie  quantity 
of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Laud  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  August  2,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  655.  Henry  Berthelet. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Henry  Berthelet,  grantee  of 
Louis  Barthe,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  264.  under  tlie  date  of  1st  February,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  lands  of  Joseph  Livernois,  northeast  by  lands  claimed  by  John 
Harvey,  and  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Askin. 

Whereupon,  Ambroise  Riopel  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Joseph  Livernois  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  continued 
so  until  he  exchanged  with  Louis  Barthe,  (as  per  deed  recorded)  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1802.  The  deponent 
saith  that  he  cultivated  part  of  the  premises  during  three  years  previous  to  1796,  that  is,  in  1790,  '91,  and '92. 
with  the  permission  of  Joseph  Livernois,  and  that  there  were  then  eight  or  nine  arpents  under  cultivation  and 
enclosed.    There  are  no  improvements  or  enclosures  now  on  the  premises. — Postponed. 

And. then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
.       ■  Friday,  .^M^!«/  4,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  George  Shiudler,  (No.  331,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  20th  of  October, 
1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  forty-two  acres  only,  being 
six  acres  in  front  by  seven  in  depth,  being  part  of  the  aforesaid  claim,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which 
certificate  shall  be  No.  331;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity 
of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  I-and  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  7,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
.Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
.  Wednesday,  August  9,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  August  12,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  August  15,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to. 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon- 

Friday,  August  18,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and  there  being  no  business^  adjourned  to> 
•'Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  21,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Thursday  nest,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  August  24,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Morice  Willermy,  (No.  639,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  17th  of  April 
last. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Guy  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Joseph  Porlier  Benac  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and 
caused  part  thereof  to  be  cultivated  every  year,  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  before  described  tract  ot 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  639;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  28,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  30,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
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No.  656.  Nicholas  RivARD. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Nicholas  Rivard  toatract  of  land, 
situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  oh  the  16th  of  July,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
folJowing,  to  wit: 

To  the.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  .  Detroit,  Jz^/?/ 16,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  ^e  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 

land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St. 

Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Batiste  Celoron,   and  on  the  other  side  by  Louis  Tremble.    1 

-  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  de  • 

rivfi  title. 

^.  NICHOLAS  RIVARD,  his  X  mark, 

witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jacques  Allard,  Sen.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant;  who, being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  one  Frahgois  Ambroise  Tremble  was  in  possession  and  oc- 
cupancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Francois  L'Esperance,  who  sold  to  Joseph  EUair,  who, 
by  virtue  of  a  judgment  and  execution,  delivered  up  the  land  to  the  then  sheriff,  who  sold  it  at  public  sale  to  the 
claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  656;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  657.  Gabriel  Reneau,  Jun. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Reneau,  Jun.  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  2d  November,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  v/it: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  iVowewftec  2,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  the  Pointe  a  Guinolet,  containing  one  arpent  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St. 
Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Julian  Forton,  and  southwest  by  Nicholas  Rivard.  I  claim  and 
set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

GABRIEL  RENEAU,  Jun.  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

Whereupon,  Jacques  Allard,  Senior,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Colas  Rivard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  657;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained^  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  September  1,  1809. 

The  Board  met  kt  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  September  4,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  September  6,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Lasselle,  Jun.  (No.  63,)  which  was  affirmed  on  the  I6th  day 
of  December,  1807. 

This  claim  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  under  the  date  of  lltli 
November,  1805. 

On  the  examination  of  this  claim  two  deeds  were  produced,  one  from  Francois  Soudriette,  the  other  from  Jean 
Baptiste  Leduc;  which  two  deeds  were  translated  for  the  former  commissioners,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  former  commissioners;  and  now  it  appears  that  the  two  deeds  say 
eighty  arpents  in  depth,  instead  of  forty,  mentioned  in  the  entry  through  mistake. 

Whereupon,  it  appears  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  and  the  sur- 
veyor is  hereby  authorized  to  survey  and  plot  the  same  accordingly. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  September  8,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  658.  Richard  Pollard,  Esq. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Richard  Pollard,  Esquire, 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  book  A,  fo.  156,  under  the  date  of  the  24th  December,  1804. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1792  or  1793,  Jacques  Ganier  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  untU  he  sold  to  Richard  Pollard,  which  was  in  1794  or  1795;  the  premises  were  then  cultivated  by 
Michael  Bourdon  until  the  year  1798  or  1799,  as  tenant  to  the  claimant:  there  was  a  house  built  on  the  premises, 
and  about  seventeen  acres  of  land  under  cultivation. 

Charles  Francois  Jourdain,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  knowledge  that  the  pre- 
mises in  question  have  been  under  constant  cultivation  for  three  or  four  years  back. 

John  Anderson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  knowledge  that  the  fences  of  the  premises  in 
question  have  been  kept  in  repair  by  Oliver  Rhodes  for  eight  years  back,  in  behalf  of  the  claimant-  The  deponent 
further  saith,  that  he  has  always  understood  that  the  land  in  question  was  the  property  of  the  claimant,  and  that  he 
knows  of  no  other  person  who  claims  the  same. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  September  11,  1809. 
.    The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  659.  Alexis  Loranger. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Alexis  Loranger  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  by  Henry  Berthelet,  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  in  vol.  1,  page  264,  under  the  date  of  1st  February, 
1805,  and  registered  in  liber  B,  folio  187. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Campeau  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Charles  Robidou  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the 
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premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  and  that  this  tract  has  been  cultivated  every  year  for  these 
nineteen  years. 

Hubert  Lacroix,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  has  occupied  and  cultivated 
'the  same  since  he  purchased  of  the  said  Charles  Robiaou. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
lajid,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  659;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Thursday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  September  14,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  September  16,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  September  19,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  September  22,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  September  25,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine. in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  • 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  September  27,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
'    Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  September  30,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  , 

Tuesday,  October  3,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Fri- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  October  6,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
,  Moaday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  9,  1809. 
,  The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Thursday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  October  12,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Saturday  next,  at  nine.in  the  forenoon. 

.  Saturday,  October  14,1809. 

.     .    The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Tuesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  October  17,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Thursday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  October  19,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
'Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturdat,  October  21,  J809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  660.  John  Cisbne. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Cissneto  a  tract  of  land,  sitifate 
on  the  south  side  of  river  Rouge,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  17th  of  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words 
.    and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  17,  1808, 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  river 

Rouge,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  it  being  eight  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 

bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  west  by  lands  claimed  by  John  Dicks,  and  on  ' 

the  east  by  lands  claitned  by  Harris  H.  Hickman.    I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,   occupancy,  and  improve- 

.    ments  made  by  me  previous  to  1796,  and  continued  to  this  day. 

JOHN  CISSNE. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  James  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 

deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1795,  the  claimant  cleared  a  part  of  this  tract,  seeded  it  in  turnips,  and  fenced 

,  it,  and  built  a  cabin;  that,  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  the  claimant  sowed  in  wheat  the  same  piece  of  land;  that  in 

■■  1797,  he  collected  a  parcel  of  neighbors,  with  whom  he  made  rails,  and  enclosed  upwards  of  twenty  acres;  that  in 

'    1798,  Charles  and  Richard  Jones  went  on  the  land,  cleared,  tilled,  and  fenced  about  three  acres,  and  cleared  more 

in  the  year  following. 

Felix  Mette,  another  witness,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  1799,  he  saw  people  building  a  cabin 
•.  on  this  tract;  that,  part  of  that  tract  was  then  cultivated,  and  under  fence;  that  in  the  course  of  one  year  after,  one 
Jones  built  a  house  of  square  logs;  that  no  person  lived  on  the  premises  for  four  or  five  years  ago,  until  a  negro  man 
■  went  and  lived  on  it,  and  has  continued  to  this  day  as  a  tenant  to  the  claimant. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  660;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  661.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Godfboy  Corbus,  deceased.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
•    of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Godfroy  Corbus,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river 
Rouge,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  1 9,  under 
the  date  of  tlie  2d  January,  1805.  ; 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the 
line  of  the  St.  Cosme's  lands,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  on  one  side  by  the  lands  of  the  late  William  Cissne, 
deceased,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  the  late  James  Donaldson,  deceased. 
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Whereupon.  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,'  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  James  Donaldson  Was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Daniel  Pursley,  on  the  8th  of  November,  1798,  who  possessed  the  same  until  the  18th 
December  of  the  same  year,  when  he  sold  to  the  late  Godfroy  Corbus,  who  possessed  the  same  until  he  died,  since 
which  time  the  widow  and  heirs  have  kept  possession  to  this  day;  and  that  five  acres  are  sowed  in  timothy,  and  under 
fence. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  23, 1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  663.  Felix  Mette. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Felix  Mette  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  north  side  of  river  Rouge,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  29th  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  flecemier  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  river  Rouge,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by 
forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  Lands  of  the  late  Godfroy  Cor- 
bus, and  above  by  lands  of  the  late  Captain  Joseph  Harrison.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

FELIX  METTE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 
'  This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 
Whereupon,  James  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1795,  Joseph  Hurt  took  possession  of  this  tract  by  cutting  bushes  and  girdling 
.   trees;  that,  in  the  winter  of  1796,  one  James  Henry  worked  on  this  tract,  and  left  in  the  spring  of  1797;  cleared 
more  than  half  an  acre,  and  cut  timber  for  a  house. 

John  Cissne,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  one  Duthu  went  on  the  land  in  the  summer 
of  1797,  and  quitted  it  in  the  fall  following;  that,  shortly  after,  the  claimant  went  on  it,  and  has  occupied  and  culti- 
vated the  same  ever  since  to  this  day. — Postponed. 

No.  663.  Teophile  Dumay. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Teophile  Dumay  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  river  Rouge,  and  the  notice  by  him  tiled  on  the  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Rouge,  containing  about  six 
arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Rouge,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  the 
late  William  Cissne,  and  below  by  the  lands  of  the  late  Joseph  Harrison.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Teophile  Dumay, 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain.  PIERRE  DUMAY,  his  x  mark. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bein^  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  on  the  1st  July,'l796,  the  late  William  Cissne  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  premises, 
,    and  continued  so  until  1801,  when  he  sold  to  the  father  of  the  claimant,  who  has  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day. 

Pierre  Dumay,  father  to  the  claimant,  now  present,  declares  to  have  given  that  tract  of  land  to  his  son,  the 
■   present  claimant,  and  relinquishes  all  claim  to  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  663;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  664.  James  Cissne. — ^The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Cissne  to  a  tract  of  land,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  Rouge,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  30th  day  of  December  last  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

T'o  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  more  or  less,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  fork  of  the  river,  west  by  a  white  oak,  in  front  by  river 
Rouge,  in  the  rear  by  another  branch  of  said  river.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements 
made  by  me. 

JAMES  CISSNE. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  John  Cissne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witnfess  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  premises;  that  since 
that  time,  a  house  has  been  built  on  the  premises,  and  apple  trees  planted,  which  are  now  standing;  that  the  claimant 
being  absent  from  the  countries  four  years,  the  ground  remained  idle,  and  no  fence  kept  up;  that  the  claimant,  since 
his  return,  has  erected  fences  round  the  apple  trees,  and  put  a  new  roof  to  the  house. — Postponed. 

No.  665.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  William  Cissne,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  William  Cissne,  deceased;  and  the  notice  filed  by  James  Cissne  in  their  behalf,  on  the 
30th  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  , 

Sir:  December  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we,  the  widow  and  heirs  of  William  Cissne,  deceased,  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  north  side  of  river  Rouge,  containing  eight  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river, 
in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  east  by  lands  of  Teophile  Dumay.  and  west  by  unconceded  lands.  We  claim  by  virtue 
of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from  whom  we  derive  title. 
For  the  widow  and  heirs  of  William  Cissne,  deceased, 

JAMES  CISSNE. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Dumay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  William  Cissne  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  heirs  have  caused  the  premises  to  be  culti- 
■   vated  to  this  day.  ,   ,       i      .         ■       ■ 

■  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  665;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
I>aod  Office  at  Detroit. 

'  And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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.  •    .  Wednesday,  October  25,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  William  Walker,  (No.  345,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  11th  November, 
1808.  f 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  345;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  October  27,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  nest,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  30,  18C9. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  1,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  November  3,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  November  6,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  William  Macomb,  deceased,  (No.  256,)  which  was  postponed 
on  the  2d  day  of  August,  1808. 

Whereupon,  Gabriel  Chene  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  George  Meldrum  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  premises  as 
tenant  to  the  late  William  Macomb,  and  that,  from  that  time  to  this  day,  the  premises  have  been  cultivated  every 
year  by  tenants  placed  thereon  by  the  claimants,  or  by  one  of  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  their 
father,  the  said  William  Macomb;  that  there  are  on  the  premises  two  dwelling-houses  and  two  stables,  and  between 
sixty  and  seventy  arpents  under  cultivation  and  enclosures. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  before  described  tract 
of  land,  or  island,  but  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  cer- 
tificate shall  be  No.  256;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity 
of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  8,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Colonel  Francis  Chabert.  (No.  339,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  31st  Oc- 
tober, 1808. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Descontes,  dit  Labadi,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  to  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  last  past,  the  claimant  has  been  in  possession  of  the  premises, 
and  has  made  use  of  it  by  cutting  hay,  or  permitting  other  people  to  cut  hay,  upon  paying  him  a  certain  considera- 
tion. The  deponent  has  seen  stacks  of  hay  fenced  in  by  the  claimant,  which  fence  was  generally  carried  oft' 
every  spring  by  the  overtiowing  of  the  waters.  The  deponent  knows  of  the  claimant  having  purchased  the  premises 
from  the  late  Isidore  Chene,  deceased,  his  father-in-law;  he  saith  further,  that  the  reasons  why  the  premises  cannot 
be  cultivated  are,  that  this  tract  is  overflowed  in  the  spring  by  the  high  waters,  which  carry  away  every  pannel  of 
fence  that  can  be  made,  and  also,  because,  in  the  fall  or  spring,  every  pannel  of  fence  would  be  destroyed  by  the 
fire  which  generally  runs  through  the  meadows;  that  the  hay,  when  cut  down,  cannot  be  cured  on  the  spot,  but  must 
be  carried  off' to  some  high  ground  to  be  cured  and  stacked. 

Charles  Labadi,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  says,  that  he  confirms  the  above  testimony  of  Alexis  Labadi,  and 
adds,  that  he  himself  has  paid  the  claimant  a  consideration  for  the  privilege  of  cutting  hay  on  the  premises. 

Jean  Batiste  Cicot,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  saith,  that  he  knows  that  the  claimant  has  purchased  the  pre- 
mises from  the  late  Isidore  Chene,  to  whom  he  gave,  in  consideration  of  said  premises,  two  tracts  of  land,  one  near 
the  spring  well,  now  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  the  other  on  or  near  the  Petitte  Riviere,  on  the  British  side.  The 
deponent  further  saith,  that  the  claimant  could  not  make  any  other  use  of  the  premises  than  by  cutting  hay;  that  he  has 
seen  the  claimant  make  stacks  of  hay  and  fence  them;  that  Jacques  Lasselle,  who  owns  the  land  contiguous  (o  the  pre- 
mises, did  one  year  erect  a  fence  between  himself  and  the  claimant,  and  that  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  the  same  year. — 
Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  .Monday  nest,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  November  13,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  15, 1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Fri- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  November  17,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuantto  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  November  20,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  22,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Fri- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  November  24,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuantto  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  November  27,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuantto  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  29,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuantto  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Fri- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  1,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
6"  p 
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MoNDAT,  December  4,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Henry  Berthelet,  (No.  655,)  which  was  postponed  on  Tuesday,  the  2d 
day  of  August  last.  Ii 

Whereupon,  Andre  Lepage  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  179G,  one  Simon  Drouillard  occupied  the  premises  for  Mr.  Askin,  and  con- 
tinued thereon  three  years;  that  he,  the  deponent,  went  on  the  premises,  and  remained  thereon  six  years  and  six; 
months,  and  cultivated  about  four  arpents;  that  this  tract  of  land  was  tlien  the  property  of  Joseph  Livernois,  who 
sold  the  same  to  Louis  Barthe,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased. 

Josepii  Weaver,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  one  year  before  Andre  Page  left  the 
premises,  he,  the  deponent,  was  charged  with  the  care  of  them  by  Mr.  Askin,  with  instructions  to  suffer  no  waste 
to  be  committed  thereon;  that  he  himself,  together  with  some  other  persons  authorized  by  him,  or  by  Mr.  Askin, 
or  Mr.  Brusii,  have  cut  hay  every  year  on  the  premises;  that,  five  years  ago,  the  improvements  were  destroyed;  that  he 
has  seen  Indians  and  boatmen  make  fire  with  the  fences;  and  that  no  improvements  have  been  made  since  the  first 
were  destroyed. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  6,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  bein^  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  8,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  11,  1809- 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Felix  Mette,  (No.  66-2,)  which  was  postponed  on  Monday,  the  23d  Octo- 
ber last. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

M.  Pierre  Duthu  ayant  une  terre  sur  les  frontiers  de  !a  riviere  Rouge,  du  cute  du  nord,  bornee  par  un  cote  par 
Godfroy,  et  par  William  Maxwell  de  I'autre,  laquelle  donnee  et  accordee  a  Phelix  Mette  par  le  dit  Pierre  Duthu, 
consentant  de  lui  donner  a,  son  profit,  et  pour  y  rester  le  temps  qu'il  lui  plaira,  maitre  de  vendre  du  bois  et  foin, 
ce  qu'il  pent  y  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre,  en  donnant  possession,  et  lui  abandonne  le  contrat,  et  tout  autre  papier  qui 
seront  passe  a,  I'egard  de  la  ditte  terre.  Le  dit  Pierre  Duthu  a  son  logement,  et  droit  de  sauner  moyennant, 
qu'aide  a,  I'etablissement,  et  deserter  la  terre,  maitre  de  fairetout  sorte  de  traite  sauvage  et  toutte  autre  commerce, 
s'il  lui  plait,  licite  et  honnete;  mais  il  ne  pent  ny  le  vendre,  ny  I'engager  a  personne  sans  en  donner  avis  et  la  pre- 
ference a  son  associe:  si  la  ditte  terre  est  vendu  a  un  autre,  Felix  Mette  sera  dedommage  de  ses  fraix. 

Fait  au  Detroit,  20eme  Mars,  1800.    Signe  apres  lecture  faitte. 

PIERRE  DUTHU. 
Temoin,  Teophile  Lemoy,  sa  x  marque. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  662;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jonathan  Schieffelin,  (No  212,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  5th  day  of 
July,  1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  212;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Colonel  Francis  Chabert,  (No.  339,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  31st  day 
of  October,  1808,  and  on  the  8th  November,  1809. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed,  which  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

Par  devant  Guillaume  Monforton,  notaire  public  au  Detroit,  du  district  de  Hesse,  y  residant,  soussigne,  furent 
presents  le  Sieur  Isidore  Chene,  et  Frangois,  Chevalier  de  Jonquiere,  Sieur  de  Chabert,  lesquels,  de  leur  bon  gre 
et  bonne  volonte,  ont  reconnu  avoir  change,  cede,  transports,  et  delaisse,  changent,  cedent,  et  transportent.  I'un  a 
I'autre,  les  terres  cy-apres  designees,  savoir:  que  le  dit  Isidore  Chene  donne,  delaisse,  cede,  et  transporte  audit  Sieur 
Chevalier  de  Chabert,  acceptant  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs.  et  ayant  cause,  une  portion  de  terre  sise  et  situee  a  la  riviere 
Rouge,  du  dit  Detroit,  a  prendre,  au  sudouest,  a  la  ligne  de  Toussaint  et  Gabriel  Chene,  dit  Cahoura,  jusqu'a  la 
riviere  du  dit  Detroit,  et  au  nord-est  a  la  ditte  riviere  Rouge;  la  ditte  portion  de  terre  faisant  purtie  d'une  conces- 
sion faitte  au  dit  Isidore  Chene  par  les  sauvages  Poutouatamies,  tel  que  la  ditte  part  et  portion  de  terre  se  poursuit 
et  comporte,  et  tout  le  terrein  qui  pourra  se  trouver  depuis  la  ligne  du  dit  Toussaint  et  Gabriel  Chene.  en  descen- 
dant, en  droite  ligne,  jusqu'a  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  sans  par  le  dit  Isidore  Chene  aucune  exception  ni  reserve. 

Et  en  contre-echange,  le  dit  Francois  de  Jonquiere,  Sieur  tie  Chabert,  a  donne,  cede,  et  transporte  au  dit  fitre, 
au  dit  Isidore  Chene,  acceptant  pour  I'ui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  tout  le  terrein  et  espace  de  terre  sise  et  situee 
au  nord  de  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  qui  se  trouve  etre,  et  qui  peut  rester,  entre  la  ligne  de  Joseph  Bourdeaux,  et  de 
celle  de  Baptiste  Reaume,  bornee  par  devant  a  la  ditte  riviere  du  Detroit,  et  par  rierriere  aux  terres  de  Messrs. 
Baby  et  Macomb;  tel  que  le  dit  espace  de  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  sans  par  le  dit  Sieur  de 
Chabert  en  rien  excepter,  reserver,  ni  retenir. 

Au  moyen  de  quoy,  et  de  ce  que  dessus,  les  dittes  parties  se  sont  mutuellement  transporte,  I'un  a  I'auti-e,  tous 
et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  qu'ils  pourraient  avoir  et  pretendre  en  et  sur  les  dittes  portions  de 
terre  echangees,  sans  autres  garanties  quede  leurs  faits  seulement,  dont  ils  se  dessaissisent,  pour  et  au  profit  I'un  de 
i'autre,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  voulant  et  entendant,  en  vertu  des  presentes,  qu'il  en  demeure  saisi,  revetu,  et  mis 
en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  ainsy  et  par  qu'il  appartiendra. 

Et  pour  I'execution  des  presentes,  les  dittes  parties  ont  fait  election  de  leur  domicile,  chacun  en  sa  demeure, 
paroisse  de  Ste.  Anne,  du  Detroit,  auquel  lieu,  et  non  obstant,  &c.  &c.  Fait  et  passe  au  ditDetroit,  Pan  mil  sept 
cent  quatre-vingt-neuf,  et  le  ving-huit  du  mois  de  Decembre,  et  les  dittes  parties  ont  signe,  apres  lecture  faitte, 
en  presence  de  Francois  Pepin  et  Alexis  Delille,  qui  ont  signe  comme  temoins. 

ISIDORE  CHENE, 
CHEVALIER  DE  CHABERT. 
Francois  Pepin, 

Alexis  Delille. 

GUILLAUME  MONFORTON,  Not.  Pub. 
Enregistre  au  Greffe  du  Detroit,  p.  498,  499,  par  moi, 

Guillaume  Monforton,  N.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land;  and  that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  John  Askin,  (No.  233,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  12th  July,  1808. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  this  tract  of  land  is  not  within  their  district. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Wednesday,  December  J  3,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  tiic  forenoon,  pursuant  to  atijournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Suzor,  deceased,  (No.  319.)  which 
was  entered  by  Francois  Robert,  and  was  postponed  on  the  15th  November,  1808. 

Whereupon,  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Suzor,  deceased,  are 
entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  349;  and 
that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to 
be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Francois  Valliquet,  (No.  380,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  21st  Novem- 
ber, 1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
laud,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  380;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Frangois  Lasselle,  as  administrators  of  Joseph  Hyrague.  de- 
ceased, (No.  382,)  which  was  postponed  the  21st  November,  1808. 

The  claimants,  in  support  of  this  claim,  exhibited  a  letter  of  administration,  which  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  Wayne  County,  ss. 

Whereas,  Joseph  Hyrague,  late  of  Sargent  township,  trader,  deceased,  made  his  last  will  and  testament  the 
3d  day  of  March  last,  and  therein  nominated  and  appointed  his  executor  Jacques  Ganier,  of  the  same  place,  yeo- 
man; and  whereas,  on  the  16th  day  of  May  last,  the  said  Jacques  Ganier  came  before  me,  and  declared  that  he 
would  not  act  as  executor,  as  he  thought  himself  incapable;  now  know  ye,  that,  by  virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested, 
as  judge  of  probate,  and  in  conformity  to  the  law  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  I  have  grante<l,  and  by  these 
presents  do  grant,  unto  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle,  of  Detroit  township,  merchants  and  co-partners,  power  and 
authority  of  administrators  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Joseph  Hyrague,  and  therein  do  and  fulfil  the  duties  in  every 
particular,  as  administrators,  according  to  law:  a  true  inventory  to  be  made  and  returned  into  the  said  court  of  pro- 
bate, at  Detroit,  in  the  county  of  Wayne  aforesaid,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  next. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Detroit,  this  16th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1801. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  Judge  of  Probate. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  said  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle  are,  as  adminis- 
trators, entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  382; 
and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained, 
to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Solomon  Sibley,  Esq.  (No.  412,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  2d  day  of 
December,  1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land;  and 
that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  May,  Esq.  (No.  426,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  2d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land;  and 
that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Andre  Lamarre,  (No.  439, )  which  was  postponed  on  the  6th  December, 
1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  [the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  439;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  McGill,  (No.  486,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  12th  December, 
1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  486;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  McGill,  (No.  487,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  12th  December, 
1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land; 
and  that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Francois  Mouton,  (No.  514,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  15th  December, 
1808. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance,  which  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  d'Erie: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Amable  Bellair,  du  district  d'Erie,  lequel  a  reconnu  que  dans 
I'annee  mil  huit  cent  cinq,  il  avait  vendu,  cede,  et  transporte  a  Framjois  Mouton,  du  district  d'Erie,  tons  ses  droits 
et  pretentions  a,  une  certaine  terre,  ou  plantation,  sise  et  situee  a.  la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  sur  le  cote  nord  de  la  clitte 
riviere,  contenant  six  arpents  de  front  sur  cent  de  profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  ditte  riviere  aux  Raisins, 
par  derriere'par  des  terres  nqn  concedees,  en  bas  par  William  Knaggs,Iet  en  haut  par  des  terres  vacantes,  ensemble 
tous  les  batimens  susconstruits,  et  tous  les  improvements  faits  sur  la  ditte  terre,  sans  en  rien  reserver,  excepter,  ni 
letenir. 

Ledit  Amable  Bellair  reconnoit  avoir  regu  pleine  et  entiere  satisfaction  du  dit  Francois  Mouton  pour  la  susditte 
vente,  cession,  et  transport,  et  entend  que  le  dit  Francois  Mouton  en  rester  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  et  en  ob- 
tient  un  certificat  des  Commissaires  du  Bureau  des  Terres  au  Detroit. 

Fait  et  passe,  le  28eme  jour  d'Avril,  1809;  et  le  dit  Amable  Bellair  a  signe  et  scelle,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

AMABLE  BELLAIR,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 
Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Laurent  Durocher, 
P.  Lagoterie. 

Acknowledged  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  for  the  district  of  Erie,  as  their  act 
and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  fort  Miami, 
September  14,  1809. 

JOS.  BEAUGRAND.  /.  F.  D.  E. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  514:  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  survey- 
ed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Friday,  December  15,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  666.  Pierre  Bonome. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Bonome  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  river  a  Dulu;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  river  a.  Dulu,  containing  eight  arpents  in  front 
by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  a  Dulu,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  claimed 
by  my  brother,  Franjois  Bonome,  and  on  the  other  side  by  unlocated  lands.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  me. 

PIERRE  BONOME. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Moras  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  and  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Antoine  Moras,  father  to  the  deponent,  was  in 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  a  year  or  two  after,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimant;  the  de^ 
ponent  not  having  been  on  the  premises  every  year,  cannot  say  whether  the  claimant  has  cultivated  the  same,  but  has 
heard  that  he  has. — Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Godfrey  Corbus,  (No.  661,)  which  was 
postponed  on  the  21st  October  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land, 
and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  661;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  uf  the  heirs  of  Francois  Paul  Campeau,  deceased,  (No.  607,)  which  was  post- 
poned on  the  27lh  January  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land ; 
and  that,  therefore,  their  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Joseph  Drouillard  (No.  608,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  27th  January 
last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land;  and 
that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Pierre  Yax,  (No.  627,)  which  was  postponed  2d  of  March,  1809. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  627;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esq.  (No.  629,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  17th 
March  last. — Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Francis  Fontenoy,  (No.  642,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  1st  May  last. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Richard  Pollard,  Esq.  (No.  658,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  8th  Septem- 
ber last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  658;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Laud  Office 
at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Cissne,  (No.   664,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  23d  October  last. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land;  and 
that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  18,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Jereaume,  (No.  571,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  28th  De- 
cember, 1808. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  one  undivided  half  of  a  tract  of 
ground,  containing  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres  and  thirty-nine  one  hundredths  of  an  acre,  situate  on  the  norti'. 
side  of  river  Raisins,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  Mason's  Run,  above  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and 
below  by  lands  of  George  Meldrum;  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  571;  and 
that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be 
returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  George  McDougall,  (No.  653,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  13th  July. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  one  undivided  half  of  a  tract  of  land,  containing  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  acres  and  thirty-nine  one  hundredths  of  an  acre,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  Mason's  Run,  above  by  lands  of  Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume,  and  below  by  lands 
of  George  Meldruui;  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  653;  and  that  he  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  20, 1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Fri- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  23,  1809. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  25,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment:  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  27,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  29,  1809. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  667.  Gabriei.  Godfroy,  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  senior, 
to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  entered  by  John  Shaw  with  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  61,  under  the  date  of  February  18,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  eighty  acres,  it  being  two  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Rouge,  on  one  side  by  Charles  Chovin,  and  on  the  other  by  Isaac  Ganier. 
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Whereupon,  James  May,  Esq.  was  brought  (orwanl  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Robert  Gouie  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Shaw,  from  whom  the  claimanthas  purchased,  who  has  ever  since  caused  the  same 
to  be  cultivated. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  iiis  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance,  which  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

This  indenture,  made  at  Detroit  the  2d  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  180C,  between  John  Shavy,  of 
river  Rouge,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  of  the  one  part,  and  Gabriel  GodlVoy,  of  the  same  distiict,  merchant,  of  the 
other  part,  witnesseth,  that  the  said  John  Shaw,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  ol  eighty  pounds.  New  York 
currency,  equal  to  two  hundred  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  him  in  hand  well  and 
truly  paid  on  or  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  has 
granted,  bargained,  sold,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  does  grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey,  and  con- 
firm, unto  the  said  Gabriel  Godfrey,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  two  acres  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  river  Rouge, 
by  forty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river  Kouge,  on  one  side  by  Charles  Chovin,  and  on  the  other  side 
by  Isaac  Ganier;  together  with  all  the  buildingsthereon  erected,  and  the  crop  now  in  the  ground,  and  all  the  appurte- 
nances thereunto  belonging.or  in  anywise  apperlaining,and  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  and  demand  of  him,  the  said 
John  Shaw,  of,  in.  and  to  any  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  above  premises,  with  the 
appurtenances,  unto  him,  the  said  Gabriel  Godfroy,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  the  said  John  Shaw,  for  him- 
self and  his  heirs,  the  said  premises  above  described  and  granted,  and  every  part  thereof,  against  him  and  his  heirs, 
and  against  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  (the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  ex.- 
cepted)  to  the  said  Gabriel  Godfroy,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  by  these  pre- 
sents. In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set  their  hands,  and  affixed  their  seals,  at 
Detroit  aforesaid,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

JOHN  SHAW.  [l.  s.] 
G.  GODFROY.    [L.^.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Joseph  Voyer,  Jun. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  6G7;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Batiste  Socier,  (No.  630,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  twenty-second  day 
of  March. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  ne  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  630;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  668.  John  Askin,  for  William  Ancram. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Major  William 
Ancram  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  river  Huron  of  lake  St.  Clair,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  4,  page  77,  under  the  date  of  January  31,  1806. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Dowler  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1786,  the  deponent  rented  of  Mr.  Askin  part  of  this  tract,  and  cultivated  about 
sixteen  acres  thereof  during  near  two  years;  that,  when  he  left  it,  John  Cornwall  was  living  on  it  as  agent  for  Mr. 
Askin,  and  had  resided  there  some  time  before.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  more  than  forty  acres  were  under 
cultivation  by  several  tenants  of  said  Askin;  that  there  were  a  number  of  cabins  erected  on  the  premises  by  the 
Moravian  ministers  and  their  Indians. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 

Detroit,  June  28,  1811.  

No.  20. 

Transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  fro/n  the  Isl  day  of  January  to 
the  30lh  day  of  March,  1810,  inclusively. 

Monday,  January  1,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  669.  The  legal  heirs  of  Jean  Batiste  Desplaines,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Jean  Batiste  Desplaines,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Rouge,  which  was  en- 
tered with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  157,  under  the  date  of  Jan- 
uary 21,  1805. 

This  tract  contains  three  aroents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  line  of  St.  Cosme,  bounded  in  front  by  river 
Rou|e,  on  one  side  by  lands  of^  Cattin,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Francis  Chovin. 

Whereupon,  John  Dicks  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Jean  Batiste  Desplaines  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  heirs  of  said  Jean  Batiste  Desplaines  have  oc- 
cupied and  cultivated  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  669;  and  that  they  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  W^ednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  January  3,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Samuel  Ewings,  (No.  578,)  which  was  postponed  the  28fh  December  last. 

Whereupon,  James  Lasselle  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  premises  were  occupied  by  clerks  of  Messrs.  Leirh  and  Duff; 
that,  in  the  winter  following,  Ranald  McDonald  lived  thereon,  as  a  clerk  of  said  Leith  and  Duff;  that,  afterwards 
John  Anderson  lived  on  the  premises;  that  about  one  hundred  arpents  are  now  under  cultivation;  and  that  from  the 
appearances,  part  of  the  enclosures  had  been  erected  six  or  seven  years  ago,  and  part  three  or  four  years  ago. — 
Postponed . 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Thomas  Forsyth,  (No.  519,)  which  was  postponed  the  20th  February  last. 

Whereupon,  William  Forsyth  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  tne  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  from  the  1st  July,  1796,  until  1801,  he  had  the  premises  in  charge,  and  caused  part 
of  them  to  be  cultivated;  in  that  year  the  deponent  moved  from  Grosse  Pointe,  and  left  the  premises  in  charge  of 
his  tenants,  Hugh  McVay  and  others;  that  part  of  this  tract  is  now  cultivated,  and  seeded  in  wheat;  and  that  a  crop 
of  wheat  and  Indian  corn  was  taken  last  summer  off  that  tract. — Postponed. 
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No.  670.  Robert  Gouie. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Robert  Gouie  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Rouge;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  17th  of  November,  180S,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  September  14,  1808. 

Mr.  Robert  Gouie,  late  of  Detroit,  hereby  makes  entry  and  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  and  lying 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Rouge,  being  three  acres,  or  arpents,  in  front,  and  extending  back,  in  a  northerly  course, 
till  it  strikes  land  of  one  Fleming;  supposed  to  contain  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  more  or  less,  and  designated  No! 
2,  and  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  lot  No.  1,  late  the  property  of  Joseph  Lorain;  running,  a  northerly  course,  to 
the  lands  of  Fleming,  and  bounded  by  said  lands,  three  acres,  to  lot  No.  3;  thence,  a  southerly  course,  to  the  place 
of  beginning:  which  said  describetl  tract  of  land  lately  belonged  to  Thomas  Cox:  sets  up  title  and  claim  to  the  said 
last  described  tract  of  land,  under  deetl  of  sale  made  by  Lewis  Bond,  Esq.,  late  sheriff  of  Wayne  county,  bearing 
date  December  27,  1798;  claims  by  occupancy,  possession,  and  improvements  in  himself,  and  those  under  whom  he 
claims  and  derives  title. 

For  Robert  Gouie, 

SOL.  SIBLEY,  .attorney. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice, 

Whereupon,  John  Dicks  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who.  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  Thomas  Cox  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  this  tract  was  seized  and  sold  by  the  sheritf  of  AVayne  county,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased 
at  public  vendue;  that  there  was  a  house  on  the  premises  in  1796,  which  was  burnt  about  six  years  ago:  that,  for 
these  seven  or  eight  years,  Durocher  and  Lorain  have  raised  grain  on  the  premises. — Postponed. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  January  5,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jacques  Lasselle,  (No.  507,)  which  vvas  postponed  14th  December,  1808. 
The  claimant  proved  that  his  deed,  in  support  of  this  claim,  was  entered  and  registered  by  the  former  Commissioners 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No,  507;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  671.  Jonathan  Nelson. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jonathan  Nelson,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  272,  under  the  date  of  the  2d 
February,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation, arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front,  extending  in  depth  to  the  line  of 

St.  Cosme's  lands. — Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esq.  (No.  626,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  7th  day  of 
March  last. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  an  instrument  of  writing,  which  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  I  am  authorized,  on  the  part  of  John  Askin,  Jun.  to  release  to  Christian  Clemens  all  his 
right  and  interest  to  a  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Huron,  in  the  district  of  Huron,  which  is 
situate  and  lying  between  the  farm  on  which  the  said  Christian  Clemens  now  lives,  on  the  upper  side,  and  the  tract 
of  land  that  has  been  confirmed  to  the  said  John  Askin,  Jun.,  on  the  lower  side,  as  by  his  certificate.  No.  172, 
will  appear;  and  I  do  hereby  release  the  interest  of  the  said  John  Askin,  Jun.  in  the  said  tract  of  land  to  the  saiil 
Christian  Clemens;  provided,  that  this  release  is  not  to  affect  the  tract  already  confirmed  to  the  said  John  Askin,  Jun. 

For  John  Askin,  Jun. 

£.  BRUSH,  Attorney. 
And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  626;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  tlie 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  8,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  January  10,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  January  12,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  15,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  January  17,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and.  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  Ja;i?«?rj/ 19,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  Jani/arj/ 22,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  January  24,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,-  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  January  26,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  29,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday^,  January  31,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Friday,  February  3,  1808. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  673.  Jean  Baptiste  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Lasselle, 
which  was  entered  for  the  claimant  by  George  McDougall,  on  the  38th  day  of  October,  1805,  with  the  former  Com- 
missioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

This  tract  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  and  contains,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  it  being  nine  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  and  on  the  west  by 
unlocated  lands,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  claimed  by  George  McDougall. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  claimant  was,  on  the  1st  July,  179G,  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  has  caused  part  of 
the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day;  that  there  is  on  the  premises  a  cabin,  and  about  two  arpents  cul- 
tivated and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  be  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  G72;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Oifice  at  Detroit. 

No.  673.  Whitmore  Knaggs. — The  Board  took,  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Whifmore  Knaggs,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  262,  under  the  date  of  1st 
March,  1805. 

This  tiact  is  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  contains  six  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  is 
bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Pierre  Solo,  and  above  by  un- 
conceded  lands. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  179G,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  caused  part  of  the 
same  to  be  cultivated,  and  the  fence  kept  up  ever  since;  that  there  are  about  fifteen  acres  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  ajipear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  673;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit.- 

No.  674.  John-  Giles. — The  Board  took  info  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Giles,  which  was  entered  with  the 
former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  35,  under  the  date  of  13th  February,  1805. 

This  tract  is  situate  on  the  south  border  of  river  Raisins,  and  contains,  by  estimation,  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  it  being  four  acres  in  front  hy  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by 
unconceded  lands,  west  by  lands  of  Israel  Ruland,  and  east  by  other  lands  of  Israel  Ruland. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who, being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Chene  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until 
he  sold  to  Israel  Ruland,  who  sold  to  Ebenezer  Allen,  (as  the  deponent  understood,)  from  whom  the  claimant  has 
purchased;  that  part  of  the  premises  has  always  been  cultivated  by  the  Indians  with  the  permission  of  Israel  Ru- 
land; that  five  or  six  arpents  are  in  cultivation  in  different  parts  of  the  tract,  and  are  enclosed. 

Israel  Ruland,  being  present,  was  also  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  one  Guernon,  about  eight  or  nine  years  ago, 
cultivated  part  of  the  premises  with  the  permission  of  the  deponent,  and  continued  some  time;  that  he,  the  deponent, 
while  he  was  owner,  gave  the  Indians  leave  to  cultivate  part  of  this  tract,  and  afterwards,  being  agent  to  Ebenezer 
Allen,  he  continued  the  same  permission  to  the  Indians,  who  raised  their  corn  thereon  almost  every  year,  and  have 
engaged  to  deliver  up  the  premises  to  the  owner  when  requested. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  674;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  i-eturned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  675.  Ignace  Bouchard. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Ignace  Bouchard  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  border  of  river  Raisins;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  30th  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  border  of 
river  Raisins,  containing  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  it  being  four  arpents  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty 
in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  upper  side  by  lands  claimed  by 
Sally  Dormond,  and  on  the  lower  side  by  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Alexis  Campeau.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Ignace  Bouchard, 

LAMBERT  LAFOY. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  he,  the  deponent,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day  without  any  inter- 
ruption. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  675:  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Giles  Barnes,  (No.  429,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  2d  December,  1808. 
Whereiipon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  by  being  present  when  the  surveyor  run  the  line  between  Mrs.  Rebecca  Knaggs  and 
the  claimant,  he  was  convinced  that  about  one-half  of  an  arpent  in  width  by  three  and  a  half  in  depth,  winch  had 
been  enclosed  and  cultivated  by  Mrs.  Knaggs,  was  part  of  the  tract  now  claimed  by  said  Giles  Barnes. — Post- 
poned. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  5,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No-  676.  James  Baby.  Esq.  {\st  claim.)— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  Baby  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  26th  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  26,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  eight  acres  of  land  on  each  side  of  my  saw-mill,  situate  on  river  a.  Gervais,  by  forty 
in  depth, 'bounded  in  front  by  river  St.  Clair,  and  on  the  three  other  sides  by  unlocated  lands. 

And  also  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  St.  Clair,  on  the  upper  side  by 
the  river  a.  Dulu,  and  on  the  other  side,  and  in  rear,  by  unlocated  lands. 

J.  BABY. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 
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Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly- 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  a  saw-mill  was  erected  on  the  premises;  that,  since 
the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  has  generally  kept  tenants  thereon;  that  Nigig,  an  Indian  chief,  has  lived  ont  he 
premises,  as  tenant,  about  six  years,  until  he  died  last  year,  and  that  the  saw-mill  is  still  standing  thereon. — 
Postponed. 

No.  677.  James  Baby,  Esq.  (2rf  claim.) — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  James  Baby, 
contained  in  the  notice  of  the  foregoing  number,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  river  St.  Clair. 

This  tract  contains  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  St.  Clair,  on  the  upper  side  by  river  a,  Dulu,  on  the  lower  side  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Rivard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  premises; 
that  he,  the  deponent,  lived  on  the  premises  in  the  years  1795  and  1796,  as  tenant  to  the  claimant. — Postponed. 

No.  678.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Antoine  Boyer,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claini 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Antoine  Boyer,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by 
them  filed  on  the  30th  November,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  November  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Detroit,  on  which  I  now  live,  containing  four  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  Louis  Chapoton,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Fran- 
cois Paul  Malcher.  I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me 
or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

CECILE  BOYER,  her  x  mark. 

For  herself  and  her  children. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Antoine  Boyer,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  her  children  have  possessed 
and  cultivated  the  same  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  678;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  j^ 

No.  679.  Antoine  Chapoton. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Antoine  Chapoton  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  28th  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  28,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim,  as  grantee  of 
Jean  Batiste  Chapoton,  my  father,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by 
eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  Francois  Rivard,  and 
southwest  by  lands  of  the  late  Colonel  Hamtramck.  I  claim  by  virtueof  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements 
made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

ANTOINE  CHAPOTON,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Francois  Rivard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1790,  Jean  Batiste  Chapoton  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this 
day. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Jean  Batiste  Chapoton,  pere,  du  district  du  Detroit,  dans  le  territoire 
de  Michigan,  lequel  reconnoit,  par  ces  presentes,  qu'en  consideration  de  I'amitie  qu'il  porte  asonfils,  Antoine  Cha- 
poton, il  lui  a  donne  et  abandonne,  des  \  present  et  a  toujours,  tous  ses  biens  reels  et  pei'sonnels,  presents  et  a.  venir, 
et  particulierement  la  terre  sur  laquelle  il  demeure  a  present,  sise  et  situee  a  la  cote  du  nord-est,  dans  la  paroisse 
de  Ste.  Anne,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  contenant  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quatre- 
vingtdeprofondeur,bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  et  parderriere  par  les  terresnonconcedees,au  nord- 
est  par  Francois  Rivard,  et  au  sud-ouest  par  la  terre  du  defunt  Colonel  Hamtramck,  ensemble  maison,  grange,  ver- 
ger, clotures,  &c.  sans  en  rien  reserver  ni  retenir. 

Cette  donaison  et  abandon  ainsy  fait  aux  clauses  et  conditions  suivantes,  savoir:  que  le  dit  donataire  payera  a 
Monsieur  George  Meldrum  le  montant  d'une  hypotheque  qu'il  a  sur  la  ditte  terre,  avec  I'interet  qui  peut  etre 
du,  et  que  en  outre  le  dit  Antoine  Chapoton  aura  soin  de  son  pere  pendant  sa  vie  naturelle;  c'est  a  dire,  qu'il  le 
logera,  le  nourrira,  et  I'habillera  d'une  maniere  decente,  suivant  son  etat,  et  letraitera  avec  le  respect  Ah  par  un  fils 
a  son  pere,  tant  en  sante  qu'en  maladie;  et  qu'en  cas  de  maladie,  et  il  fera  soigner,  comme  il  convient;  et  qu'apres 
sa  mort,  il  le  fera  inhumer  d'une  maniere  decente,  et  lui  fera  dire  les  prieres  usitees  en  pareil  cas. 

Et  le  dit  Antoine  Chapoton,  donataire,  agree  et  s'oblige  de  remplir  envers  son  pere  toutes  les  clauses  et  condi- 
tions mentionnees  en  I'autre  part,  sous  peine  de  nullite  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  Heme  jour  du  mois  de  Juillet,  mil  huit  cent  huit;  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle, 
en  presence  de  temoins,  apres  lecture  faitte  des  presentes. 

JEAN  BATISTE  CHAPOTON.  [l.  s.] 
ANTOINE  CHAPOTON,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 

Benoit  Chapoton,  John  Tucker, 

Louis  Chapoton,  Joseph  Tucker. 

Francois  Rivard, 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  679;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February!,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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Friday,  February  9,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  12,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  Hext,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  , 

Wednesday,  February  14,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and.  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Saturday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  February  17,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  680.  The  children  of  Gabriel  Godfroy.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the  children  of 
Gabriel  Godfroy  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Huron,  of  lake  Erie;  and  the  notice  filed  by  Gabriel  Godfroy  in 
their  behalf,  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Begister  of  the  Lund  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim,  in  behalf  of  my  children,  Susanne  Godfroy,  Pierre  Godfroy,  Francois  Godfroy,  Mari- 
anne Godfroy,  and  Jacques  Godfroy,  and  such  other  children  as  may  be  born  after  this  day,  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  river  Huron,  of  lake  Erie,  containing  ten  acres  in  front  by  sixty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Huron, 
in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Francois  Pepin,  and  below  by  unconceded  lands.  I  claim  by  virtue 
of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  thereon. 

For  my  abovenamed  children,  G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Francis  Regis  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Gabriel  Godfroy  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  has  caused  part  of  the  said  premises  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day;  that  a  large  orchard  is  planted 
thereon,  and  about  ten  arpents  are  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  680;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed;  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returnee!  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  681.  Francois  Pepin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Francois  Pepin  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  river  Huron,  of  lake  Erie,  and  the  notice  filed  in  his  behalf  by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  on  the  31st  December, 
1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  river  Huron  of  lake  Erie,  containing  ten  acres  in 
front  by  sixty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river  Huron,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Gabriel 
Godfroy,  Sen.,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  the  children  of  Gabriel  Godfroy.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession, 
occupancy,  and  improvements  made  thereon. 

For  Francois  Pepin, 

G.  GODFROY. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Francis  Regis  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Gabriel  Godfroy  was  in  possession  and  had  the  premises  in 
charge  for  the  claimant;  that  part  of  the  premises  have  been  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day;  that  an  orchard  is 
planted  thereon,  and  about  ten  arpents  are  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  681;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  "contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  19,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourne4 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  21,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  23,  1810. 
The  Board  metat  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  26,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  682.  Godfroy  and  Beaugrand. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  and  Jean 
Batiste  Beaugrand  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  Miami  river,  and  the  notice  filed  by  Gabriel  Godfroy,  the  31st 
December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  west  side  of  river  Miami, 
containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  ten  acres  in  front  by  sixty-four  acres  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  lower  side  by  lands  of  Valliquet,  and  on  the 
upper  side  by  lands  of  the  United  States.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made 
by  me  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Godfroy  and  Beaugrand, 

G.  GODFROY. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  years  1793  and  1794,  Beaugrand  and  Rouleau  lived  on  the  premises;  that,  in  1795  or 
1796,  (the  buildings  having  been  destroyed  by  General  Wayne's  army  in  1794)  Beaugrand  went  on  the  premises 
back  again,  and  built  thereon  several  cabins;  there  was  on  the  premises  a  garden  and  a  cornfield;  that  the  premises 
have  been  occupied  by  himself  or  his  men  ever  since;  that  about  two  or  three  acres  are  under  cultivation.  The 
deponent  further  said,  that  this  tract  was  bounded  by  a  locust  tree  or  a  small  run  on  one  side,  and  by  vacant  land  on 
the  other  side. 
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AntoineBouIard,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Beaugrand  and  Rouleau  lived  on  the  prem- 
ises in  1794;  that  there  was  thereon  a  house,  a  shop,  and  a  store  house,  which  were  destroyed,  as  the  deponent  un- 
derstood, by  General  Wayne's  army;  that  in  1796  the  claimants  erected  new  buildings  on  the  premises,  and  have 
always  kept  somebody  thereon;  that  about  fiv&years  ago  there  were  about  three  or  four  arpents  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above describedtract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  682;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  683.  Israel  Rhland. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Israel  Ruland  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  '20th  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  JDelroil. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  20,  1808. 

Please  to  take  notice  that  I  now  make  entry  of  my  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  southerly  side  of  river 
Raisins,  in  the  district  of  Erie,  territory  of  Michigan,  consisting  of  six  arpents  in  front,  bounded  by  said  river,  and 
extending  back  to  the  distance  of  one  hundred  arpents;  bounded  on  the  east  by  lands  formerly  claimed  by  Lewis 
Gornau,  on  the  west  by  uncultivated  lands,  and  in  rear  by  the  United  States  lands;  which  I  claim  by  virtue  of 
purchase  from  William  Knaggs,  and  improvements. 

ISRAEL  RULAND. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice.  ■ 

Whereupon  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  William  Knaggs  possessed  and  cultivated  the  premises,  and  contin- 
ued so  until  he  exchanged  with  the  claimant;  that,  from  the  time  the  exchange  was  made  until  three  or  four  years 
ago,  the  said  AVilliam  Knaggs  continued  to  cultivate  part  of  the  premises  for  the  claimant,  and  that,  since  that  time 
to  this  day,  the  premises  have  been  cultivated  by  the  Indians  with  tlie  consent  of  the  claimant ;  that  there  is  one 
arpent  and  a  half  in  front  by  six  in  depth  under  cultivation. 

And  tliereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  683;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  684.  Gabriel  Godfroy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfrey  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  vol.  1.  page  181,  under  the  date  of  2Gth  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres  and  six  one- hundredths  of  an  acre,  bounded 
in  front  by  river  Raisins,  and  on  both  sides  by  Jean  Batiste  Jereaume. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Couture  and  Mason  were  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  they  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  to  this  day; 
there  is  on  the  premises  a  grist  mill  erected,  and  about  thirty  acres  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  dolh  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  684;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  February  27,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  685.  Meldrum  and  Park. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Meldrum.and  Park  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  and  registered  in  liber  B,  fo.  269. 

This  tract  contains  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Raisins,  above  by  Israel  Ru- 
land, and  below  by  Whitmore  Knaggs. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forwaril  asa  witness  in  behalf  of  the'claimants.  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  flie  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
have  caused  part  of  the  land  to  be  cultivated  by  sundry  people  every  year:  about  nine  arpents  are  under  cultivation, 
and  several  Indian  cabins  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tractof 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  685;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  McDougall  and  Ruland,  (No.  428,)  which  was  postponed  the  2d  day  of 
December,  1808. 

Whereupon,  Antoine  Boulard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Joseph  Chene  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises;  that, 
afterwards,  Amable  Bellair  was  in  possession  of  the  same;  after  Amable  Bellair,  George  McDougall,  one  of  the 
claimants,  took  possession;  that  about  five  arpents  are  uniier  cultivation;  some  of  the  pannels  of  fence  are  still 
remaining,  the  greatest  part  having  been  carried  away  by  freshets,  or  destroyed  by  tire;  that  several  buildings  erected 
on  the  premises  were  destroyed  by  fire;  that  he,  the  deponent,  erected  another  for  George  McDougall,  about  a  year 
ago;  that  the  houses  built  were  part  on  George  McDougall's  lands,  and  part  on  Israel  Ruland's;  that  the  tract  lately 
claimed  by  Giles  Barnes.  (No.  429,)  is  part  of  the  claim  now  under  consideration;  that  part  of  this  tract  has  been 
cultivated  every  year  since  1796. — Postponed. 

No.  686.  The  legal  heirs  of  James  Abbott,  Esq.,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
the  legal  heirs  of  James  Abbott,  Esq.,  deceased,  which  was  postponed  on  the  28th  day  of  November. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  in  addition  to  liis  former  testimony  of  the  28tl\  November,  1805,  that,  as  he  passed  occasionally 
on  the  premises,  on  his  way  to  Detroit,  he  has  seen  people  working  on  said  tract;  that  there  is  a  house  erected  on 
the  premises;  that,  in  1796,  the  late  James  Abbott,  Esquire,  was  in  possession  of  the  premises;  and  that,  since  that 
time  to  this  day,  he,  the  deponent,  has  occasionally  seen  people  work  on  the  premises;  and  that  he  knows  of  no  other 
claim  thereto. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  2,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  5,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Thursday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  March  8,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 


18or.]  LAND    CLAIMS    IN    THE   MICHIGAN    TERRITORY.  535 

Monday,  March  12,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  foienoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  March  14,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  16,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  tliere  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  19,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  March  21,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Tiie  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esquire,  (No.  629,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  27th 
March  last. 

Whereupon,  Abraham  Eversool  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  in  addition  to  his  deposition  of  the  27th  March  last,  that  there  has  always  been  a  house 
standing  on  the  premises  until  about  two  years  agoi— Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  March  23,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  687.  jACftUEs  Marsac— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  Marsac  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  Grand  Marais;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  30th  day  of  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  containing 
two  arpents  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  above  by 
Robert  Marsac,  and  below  by  Antoine  Billnu,  dit  L'jEsperance.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and 
improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

JACQUES  MARSAC,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice.. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Marsac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who.  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  day.  About  twenty -five  arpents  are  under  cultivation;  a  house  and  barn  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  687;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Laud  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  688.  The  legal  heirs  of  Louis  Desaunier,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
the  legal  heirs  of  Louis  Desaunier,  deceased;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  on  the  30th  December,  1808,  was  read  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  containing  in  front  two  arpents 
by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above  by  lands  of  Joseph  St.  Jean, 
and  below  by  Joseph  Laderoute.  We  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or 
those  under  whom  we  derive  title. 

For  the  legal  heirs  of  Louis  Desaunier,  deceased, 

LOUIS  DESAUNIER,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Robert  Marsac  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Louis  Desaunier  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  deceased  have  cultivated  the 
premises.     There  are  a  house  and  out-houses  erected  thereon,  and  about  forty  arpents  are  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  688;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Oflice  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  March  26,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  March  28,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ' 

Friday.  March  30,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATT  WATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN. 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 
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No.  21. 

Transcript  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  M  day 

ofdpril  to  the  -291  h  of  June,  1810. 

Monday,  June  0,  1810. 
'I'lie  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  689.  Louis  Morin.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Louis  Morin,  and  the  notice  by  him 
filed  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

■  Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  titie  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  river  Detroit,  near  Grand  Marais,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three 
arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  deptli,  bounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands;  ou  the  north  by 
lands  of  Pierre  Laderoute,  and  on  the  southwest  by  wi<low  Pomainville.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  me  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

LOUIS  MORIN,  his  X  mark. 
Witness,  Lambekt  Lafoy. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Seguien  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  Charles  Poupard  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  and 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  lias  continued  the  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  same  until  this 
date.     There  is  a  house  on  the  premises,  and  about  twenty-one  acres  in  cultivation. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  Ilis  claim,  produced  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devant  les  temoins  soussignes  fut  present  Charles  Poupard,  habitant,  demeurant  dans  le  susdit  district 
(!u  Detroit,  lequel  a  reconnu  avoir  vend u,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  ii,  toujours,  promet 
garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  dnuaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout  empechement  ge- 
nerallement  quelconque,  a  Louis  Morin,  a.  ce  present  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a 
Favenir,  une  terre  sise  et  situee  dans  le  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  contenant  trois  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de 
profondeur,  bornee  par  devant  par  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  par  derriere  par  des  terres  non  concedees,  au  nord  par  la 
terre  de  Pierre  Laderoute,  et  au  sud-ouest  par  la  terre  de  veuve  Pomainville,  ensemble  la  maison  et  autres  bati- 
ments  susconstruits,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  que  le  dit  Louis  Morin  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitre,  et  dont  il 
est  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  quatre  vingt-dix  pounds, 
cdurs  de  la  Nduvelle  York,  que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  re9U  du  dit  Louis  Morin  avant  la  passation  des  pre- 
sentes,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte  et  decharge,  ainsy  que  tous  autres. 

Au  moyen  de  ce  que  dessus,  le  dit  Charles|Poupard  a  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transporte  au  dit  Louis 
Morin,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  depropriele,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits 


le  dit  Charles  Poupard  a  signe  et  scelle,  en  presence  de  temuins,  apres  lecture  faitte  des  presentes. 

CHARLES  POUPARD.  [l.  s.] 
Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 

Reuben  Attwater, 

James  Abbott.  .  ' 

Michigan  Territory,  ss.  .  '  • 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  this  second  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  onethousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten,  personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  territory  aforesaid, 
Charles  Poupard,  who  acknowledged  the  above  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  to  be  his  free  and  volurrtary  act  for  the 
purposes  therein  contained,  and  desires  that  it  may  be  recorded  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  heieunto  set  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  the  day  and  year  as  above  written. 

JAMES  ABBOTT,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  689;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  690.  Gabriel  Godfroy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfrey  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  river  Huron,  of  lake  Erie,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  ZJecewSer  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  southwest  side  of  river 
Huron,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  arpents,  it  being  sixteen  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
tjounded  in  front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands;  on  the  northwest  by  lands  of  R.  Lachambre,  and  on 
tlie  southeast  by  lands  of  Francois  Pepin.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made 
by  me  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

G.  GODFROY. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises;  and 
that,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  he  has  always  kept  a  tenant  on  the  same,  and  has  caused  part  of  this  tract  to  be 
cultivated  every  year.  A  house  is  erected  on  the  premises,  an  orchard  planted,  and  about  fifteen  arpents  under 
cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  co  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  690;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  retur'ned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  691.  RoMAiN  Lachambre. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Remain  Lachambre  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  river  Huron,  of  lake  Erie,  and  the  notice  filed  the  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
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•  To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  soutliwest  side  of  river 
Huron,  containing,  by  estimation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  it  being  sixteen  acres  in  front  by  forty  in  depth, 
bounded  in  front  by  said  riv^r,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  north  by  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  south  by  lands  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  senior.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements 
made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  1  derive  title. 

For  RoMAiN  Lachambre, 

T^L     .      .  ,     ,  .     ,      ,  .  G.  GODFROY. 

Ihis  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Chovin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bein"  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  day.  Several  buildings  are  erected  on  the  premises,  and  part  of  the  premises  have  "been 
cultivated  every  year.     About  six  or  seven  arpents  are  under  cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  premises 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  691;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed^ 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  (No.  633,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  10th  April,  1809. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Letourneau  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who'  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  caused  timber  to  be  cut  for  the  en- 
closure of  several  of  his  farms  on  the  said  river;  and  that,  since  that  time,  the  claimant  has  caused  part  of  the  said 
tract  to  be  cultivated  every  year.  There  is  a  house  erected  thereon,  and  about  three  arpents  under  cultivation  and 
enclosed. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  April  4,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and ,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  Jlpril  6,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  April  9,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  April  U,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  April  13,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

.  Monday,  April  16,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Joseph  Campeau,  (No.  633,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  10th  April,  1809. 
.  And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  633;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  692.  Abraham  Fournier. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Abraham  Fournier  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  29th  October,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  October  29,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake 
St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  northeast  by  widow  Ambroise  Tremble,  and  southwest  by  Rene  Marsac. 
I  claim  and  set  up  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I 
derive  title. 

ABRAHAM  FOURNIER,  his  x  mark. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Julien  Campeau  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Ambroise  Tremble  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises; 
that  the  said  tract  has  passed  through  several  owners  down  to  the  claimant;  but  that  it  has  been  cultivated  every 
year  to  this  day.  There  is  a  dwelling  house  erected  thereon,  and  about  twenty-four  arpents  under  cultivation,  and 
enclosed. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  two  deeds  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  savoir: 

Par  devant  George  McDougall,  notaire  public  pour  le  territoire  etdistrict  cy-dessus,  fut  present  Francois  Mar- 
sac,  liabitant,  residant  au  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  qui  par  ces  presenfesTeconnoit  et  confesse  avoir  vendu,  cede, 
quit'e,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujour^,  promet  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dettes, 
douilires,  evictions,  alienations,  hypotheques,  et  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  au  Sieur  Joseph  Cam- 
peau, negociant,  aussi  residant  au  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause,  une  terre  de  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  sise  et  situee  a  I'entree  du  lac  St  Clair, 
tenant  par  devant  au  dit  lac,  et  par  derriere  aux  tenes  non  concedees;  du  cote  du  nord-est  a  la  terre  tie 
la  veuve  d'Ambroise  Tremble,  et  du  cote  du  sud-ouest  a  une  terre  appartenant  a  Rene  Alarsac,  consistant  en  bati- 
ments,  verger,  terre  labourable,  prairies,  bois  de  bout,  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de 
toutes  parts,  et  sans  par  le  dit  vendeur  en  rien  excepter,  reserve;-,  ni  retenir.  Cette  vente,  cession,  transporte,  et 
delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  cent  tren'te  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  egalle  a  la 
somme  de  trois  cent  vingt-cinq  piastres,  argent  couraut  des  Etats  Unis,  que  le  susdit  vendeur  confesse  et  declare  avoir 
recu  du  dit  acquereur  le  quinzieme  jour  de  Novembre,  Pan  mil  iiuit  cent  deux,  etant  le  jour  de  I'achat  actuel  et  la 
livraison  de  la  ditte  terre  par  les  dittes  parties,  dont  il  le  tient  quitte,  et  tous  autres.  Au  moyen  de  tout  ce  que  est  dit  cy- 
dessus,  le  dit  Francois  Marsac  a  transporte  alors,  et  il  transporte  par  ces  presentes  au  dit  Joseph  Campeau,  pour  lui. 


lecture  faitte. 

^.     ,        ,     ,        .     ,  ,  J  FRANCOIS  MARSAC.     [i.  s.] 

Signe,  cachete,  et  livre  en  presence  de 

Robert  H.  McNiff, 

Jacob  Visgir. 
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Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  to  mil: 

Personally  came  before  me,  George  McDougall,  notary  public  for  the  territory  and  district  aforesaid,  Frangois 
Marsac,  who  acknowledged  that  he  had  freely  sealed  and  delivered  the  within  deed  of  alienation.  In  testimony 
whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  the  25th  day  of  August,  1808. 

GEORGE  MoDOUGALL,  Mtary  Public. 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

Par  devantlestemoinssoussignesfut  present  Joseph  Campeau,  negociant  domeurant  a  la  cote  du  nord-est  dansle 
district  du  Detroit,  lequel  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  a  toujours,  avec 
garantie  de  tous  dons,  douaires,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tous  troubles  et  empechement,  generalle- 
ment  quelconques,  au  Sieur  Abraham  Fournier,  demeurant  dans  le  dit  district  du  Detroit,  a  ce  present  acceptant 
acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir.  une  terre  ou  plantation,  sise  et  situeedans  lesusdit  district 
du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  consistant  en  deux  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  bornee  par 
devaiit  par  le  lac  St.  Clair,  et  par  derriere  par  des  terres  non  concedees,  au  nord-est  par  la  terre-de  la  veuve  d'Am- 
broise  Tremble,  et  au  sud-ouest  par  la  terre  de  Rene  Marsac;  tel  et  ainsy  que  la  ditte  terre  se  poursuit  et  comporte 
de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  ensemble  les  batiments  susconstruits,  verger,  clotures,  &c.  sans  par 
le  dit  vendeur  en  rien  excepter,  reserver,  ni  reteuir,  que  le  dit  acquereur  dit  bien  savoir  et  connoitie,  et  dont  il  dit 
etre  content  et  satisfait. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  etmoyennantle  prix  et  somme  de  deux  cent  vingt 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et  s'oblige  de  payer  au  dit  Joseph  Campeau,  ses 
hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  de  la  maniere  suivante,  savoir:  quarante-quatre  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York, 
avec  interet  a  six  pour  cent,  a  compter  de  ce  jour,  payable  en  grains,  bled  froment,  avoine,  bled  d'Inde,  ou  farine, 
au  prix  courant  du  jour  du  payement,  qui  sera  le  dix  de  Septembre  de  I'annee  prochaine  1809,  suivant  I'obligation 
datee  de  ce  jour,  etj'signee  par  lui,  le  dit  Abraham  Fournier  et  Francois  Fournier,  son  frere,  solitairement,  I'un  pour 
I'autre;  quarante-quatre  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  payable  de  la  nieme  maniere,  aussi  avec  interet,  ii 
compter  de  ce  jour,  le  6eme  Septembre,  1810,  suivant  pareille  obligation  d'Abraham  et  Francois  Fournier,  datee  de 
ce  jour;  quarante-quatre  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  payable  de  la  meme  maniere,  aussi  avec  interet,  a 
compter  de  ce  jour,  le  6eme  Septembre,  1811,  suivant  pareille  obligation  d'Abraham  et  Francois  Fournier,  datee  de 
ce  jour;  quarante-quatre  pounds,  cours  dela  Nouvelle  York,  payable  de  la  meme  maniere,  aussi  avec  interet,  comp- 
ter de  ce  jour,  le  6eme  Septembre,  1812,  suivant  I'obligation  d'Abraham  et  Francois  Fournier,  datee  de  ce  jour;  et 
quarante-quatre  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  payable  de  la  meme  maniere,  aussi  avec  interet,  a  compter  de 
cejour,  le  6eme  Septembre,  1813,  suivant  I'obligation  d'Abraham  et  Francois  Fournier,  datee  de  ce  jour. 

Et  pnursurete  du  payement  des  diflfereutes  cinq  obligations  specitiees  cy-dessus,  et  aux  epoques  susdittes,  avec 
I'interet  de  six  pour  cent  pour  an  sur  chaque  obligation,  le  dit  Sieur  Abraham  Fournier  a  de  ce  moment  affecte  et 
hypotheque,  et  par  ces  presentes  aftecte  et  hypotheque  au  dit  Sieur  Joseph  Campeau,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  ■ 
I'avenir,  tous  ses  biens  reels  et  personnels,etspeciallement  la  ditte  terre  susvendiie,  qui  resteraaflecteeethypothequee 
jusqu'au  parfait  et  entier  payement  des  dittes  cinq  obligations,  une  obligation  ne  derogeant  I'autre. 

Au  moyen  de  quuy  et  de  ce  que  dessus,  le  dit  Joseph  Campeau  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes 
transporte  au  dit  Abraham  Fournier,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons, 
actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  a  pu  avoir  sur  la  ditte  terre  ou  plantation,  voulant  et  enteudant  qu'il  en  soit 
mis  en  bonne  possession  et  seizine,  par  qiii  et  ainsy  qu'il  appartiendra,  en  vertu  des  presentes. 

Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  le  6eme  Septembre,  1808,  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle  en  presence  de  temoins,  apres 
lecture  faitte  des  presentes. 

.      ^  ^       ^  ^  JOSEPH  CAMPEAU,  his  x  mark.  [l.  s.] 

Signe,  scelle,  et  delivre,  en  presence  de 
Jos.  Watson, 
Peter  Audrain.  •  , 

ABRAHAM  FOURNIER,  sa  X  marque. 
Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  the 
above  named  Joseph  Campeau,  and  Abraham  Fournier,  and  both  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing 
to  be  their  free  and  voluntaiy  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  that  as  such  it  may  be  recorded. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  6th  day  of  September,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  692;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  Mpril  18,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  Jlpril  20,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Whereas,  the  claim  of  Thomas  Smith,  (No.  48,)  confirmed  on  the  7th  day  of  August,  1807,  and  the  claim  of  the 
legal  heirs  of  Victor  Moriceau,  deceased,  (No.  606,)  confirmed  on  the  27th  day  of  January,  1809,  are  entered  for  the 
same  tract,  the  Board  summoned  the  claimants  to  appear  on  this  day,  with  such  further  testimony  and  evidence  as 
they  could  adduce:  the  parlies  attended. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Batiste  Rousson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  Thomas  Smith,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  he  first  purchased  the  land  now  claimed  from  Thomas  Smith  for  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  which,  however,  he  never  paid,  because  Thomas  Smith  refused  to  give  him  a  warrantee  deed:  that  he 
improved  part  of  the  land  and  sold  his  improvements  to  Batiste  Lebeau,  who  sold  the  same  to  Victor  Moriceau. 

Pierre  Leblanc,  another  witness,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  Victor  Moriceau  sold  hi?  improve- 
ments to  Thomas  Smith,  who  paid  him  lor  the  same.  The  deponent  further  says,  that,  previous  to  the  American 
Government  taking  possession  of  this  country,  it  was  always  considered  that  whoever  paid  for  improvements  of  land 
was  considered  as  owner  of  the  soil. 

And  thereupon  it  dbth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claim  of  Thomas  Smith  be  affirmed;  and  that  the 
claim  of  the  legal  heirs  of  Victor  Moriceau  be  rejected;  and  that,  therefore,  the  certificate  granted  to  them  be 
recalled,  as  null  and  void. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  Jlpril  23,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  Jlpril  25,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  April  27,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Monday,  Mpril  30,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

.      .  Wednesday,  May  2,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  legal  heirs  of  James  Abbott,  Esq.  deceased,  (No.  686,)  which  was 
postponed  on  the  17th  of  February  last. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Coquillard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  James  Abbott,  Esq.  deceased,  was  generally  considered 
as  the  owner  of  the  premises;  that  he,  the  deponent,  has  two  or  three  times  paid  the  claimants  for  the  privilege  of  dig- 
ging stones  on  that  tract  of  land,  and  that  the  last  time  was  about  four  years  ago:  that  a  small  house  was  erected  op 
the  premises,  and  that  about  eight  or  ten  arpents  of  this  tract  are  cultivated  and  enclosed  near  the  small  river. 

Isidore  Peltier,  another  witness,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  in  the  year  1806,  he  digged  stones, 
and  paid  the  claimants  for  this  privilege:  that  he  saw  a  small  house  standing,  and  also  enclosures,  near  the  small  river, 
of  about  eight  or  ten  arpents. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  May  4,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  7, 1810. 
The  Board*  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  May  9,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  May  U,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  14,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  May  16,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  May  18,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment,-  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  21, 1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  May  23,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  May  35,  IglO. 
The  Board  met' at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  iu  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  May  28, 1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  3fay  30,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  June  1,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  June  4,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Robert  Gouie,  (No-  670,)  situate  on  the  river  Rouge,  which  was  postponed 
on  the  3d  day  of  January  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  acres,  and  one-sixteenth  of  an  acre,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  river 
Rouge;  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  670;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  J««e  6,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Whitmore  Knaggs,  (No.  579,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  29th  Decem- 
ber, 1808. 

Whereupon,  John  Anderson,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  inbehalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  when  Alexander  Ewings  came  to  view  the  tract  of  land  now  claimed  by  Samuel  Ewings, 
the  deponent  went  with  him  and  showed  him  the  boundaries,  which  did  not  exceed  four  or  five  acres  in  widtji;  that 
part  of  the  improvements,  in  cultivation  and  fencing,  which  the  said  Samuel  Ewings  has  made,  is  made  on  this  tract 
of  land,  now  claimed  by  Whitmore  Knaggs.  On  this  tract  of  land  Major  Winston  nia;fe  some  improvements  in 
1797,  by  erecting  fences,  but  the  deponentdoth  not  know  whether  the  houses  which  he  built  were  on  this  tract  or 
on  the  tract  claimed  by  Samuel  Ewings.  The  deponent  has  no  knowledge  of  any  arrangement  made  between  Ma  • 
jor  Winston  and  Mr.  Knaggs,  respecting  the  improvements.    This  claim  is  postponed  to  this  day  two  weeks. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  /wne  8,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  June  11,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Wednesday,  June  13,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  June  15,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  June  18,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  nest,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  June  20,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Whitmore  Knaggs,  (No.  579,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  29th  day  of 
December,  1808,  and  on  the  6th  June  instant. 

Whereupon,  Albert  Ringeard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Mr.  Knaggs,  father  to  the  claimant,  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  whole  tract,  lived  on  the  premises,  built  a  dwelling-house,  and  several  out-houses,  and  planted  an 
orchard;  that,  in  1794,  the  buildings  were  destroyed  by  the  soldiers  of  General  Wayne's  army;  that,  in  1796,  the 
claimant  lived  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  near  the  fort,  and  was  in  possession  of  the  whole  tract;  that,  at  that  time, 
no  person  pretended  any  claim  to  any  part  of  this  tract  of  four  thousand  acres,  and  that  it  was  generally  known  to 
be  the  sole  property  ot  Whitmore  Knaggs,  the  present  claimant;  that,  in  1797  or  1"798,  the  claimant  permitted  the 
late  Major  Winston  to  improve  part  of  that  tract  by  cultivating  and  enclosing,  and  erecting  buildings;  that  the 
claimant  afterwards  leased  this  tract  to  Alexander  Ewings,  who  continued  the  improvements  already  made,  and  in- 
creased them;  that  Samuel  Ewings  took  the  lease  from  Alexander,  his  brother,  and  continued  and  increased  the 
improvements;  that,  when  Samuel  Ewings  was  on  his  way  to  live  on  that  place,  he  stopped  at  the  house  of  the  de- 
ponent, and  informed  the  deponent  that  he  was  going  to  join  his  brother  Alexander,  and  work  with  him  on  the  lands 
of  Mr.  Knaggs.  The  deponent  believes  that  there  are  about  one  hundred  arpents  under  cultivation  and  enclosed 
in  front  of  the  whole  tract,  and  that  the  greatest  part  has  been  cultivated  every  year,  and  that  part  of  the  premises 
were  under  cultivation  in  1796.— Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Wu.iam  Brown,  (No.  580,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  29th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1808. 

Whereupon,  Albert  Ringeard  was  broug.it  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  part  of  this  tract  was  under  cultivation  in  179(5,  and  enclosed,  and  has  been  cultivated  every 
year  to  this  day.— Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Archibald  Lyons,  (No.  581,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  29th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1808. 

Whereupon,  Albert  Ringeard  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  in  1796,  part  of  thistract  was  under  cultivation  and  enclosed,  and  has  been  cultivated  every 
year  since. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  IJoard  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  June  22,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Samuel  Ewings,  (No.  578,)  which  was  postponed  the  28th  December,  1808, 
and  on  the  7th  April,  1809. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  part  of  the  before  described 
tract  of  land,  to  wit:  five  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  above  by  lands  of  John  Askin,  and  be- 
low by  lands  of  Whitmore  Knaggs,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  578;  and  that 
he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Whitmore  Knaggs,  (No.  579,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  29th  December, 
1808.  _  .  •        .         . 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  before  described  tract  of 
land,  to  wit:  six  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  above  by  lands  of  Samuel  Ewings,  and  below  by 
lands  of  William  Brown,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  579;  and  that  he 
cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  William  Brown,  Esq.  (No.  580,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  29th  Decem- 
ber, 1808. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed,  which  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit:. 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  1,  Whitmore  Knaggs,  of  Detroit,  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  in  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, to  me  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid  by  William  Brown,  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  district  and  territory  afore- 
said, the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  alien,  convey,  and  con- 
firm unto  the  said  William  Brown,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  lying  andbeing  on  the 
river  Miami,  and  bounded  as  follows:  six  arpents,  one  Gunter's  chain  and  ninety-two  links  in  front  and  rear,  and  one 
hundred  arpents  in  depth,  commencing  six  arpents,  one  Gunter's  chain  and  ninety-two  links  from  a  bush  where  for- 
merly stood  two  trees,  which  are  now  fallen  down,  on  the  plain  near  the  fort  Miami,  in  ft-ont  on  the  river  Mia- 
mi, and  in  rear  Sby  unconceded  lands,  above  by  lands  belonging  to  me,  the  said  Whitmore,  and  below  by  lands 
owned  by  Archibald  Lyons;  it  being  a  part  and  parcel  of  a  tract  of  four  thousand  arpents  of  land  granted  to  me,  the 
said  Whitmore  Knaggs,  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Ottawa  nation  of  Indians,  by  deed, dated  in  July,  1784,  and  renewed 
to  me  at  Detroit,  the  I2th  day  of  May,  1797,  and  registered  in  the  Recorder's  ofiice  of  the  late  county  of  Wayne,  in 
volume  1,  pages  73  and  74,  with  all  and  singular  the  improvements  made  thereon,  and  appurtenances  thereto  belong 
ing,  or  in  anyvvise  appertaining:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  thesaid  William 
Brown,  his  lieirsand  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said  Whitmore  Knaggs,  for  myself  and  heirs,  executors,  and  ad 
ministrators,  do  covenant,  grant,  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  William  Brown,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  I 
will  secure,  warrant,  and  defend  the  above  granted  premises  against  all  claims  whatsoever,  to  the  said  William 
Brown,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever. 
,  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  andafiixedmy  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  tenth  day  of  February,  1808. 

W.  KNAGGS.    [l.  s.] 
In  presence  of  • 

Archibald  Lyons, 
Ignace  Moras,  his  x  mark. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  of  Detroit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  district  aforesaid,  the 
above  grantor,  Whitmore  Knaggs,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed 
for  the  purposes  therein  contained. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  this  19th  day  of  November,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  ./.  F.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  to  consist  of  sii  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  above  by  lands  of  Whitmore  Knaggs,  and 
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below  by  lands  of  Archibald  Lyons,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  580;  and 
that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be 
returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Archibald  Lyons,  (No.  581,)  which  was  postponed  on  tlie  29th  December, 
1808,  and  on  the  20th  June  instant. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed,  which  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Whitmore  Knaggs,  of  the  dislrict  of  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan, for  and  in  consideration  of  one  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  me  in 
hand  well  and  tiuly  paid  by  Archibald  Lyons,  of  Detniit,  in  the  district  and  territory  aforesaid,  the  receipt  whereof 
I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  alien,  convey,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Archi- 
bald Lyons,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  lying  and  being  on  the  river  Miami,  bounded  in 
front  by  the  river  Miami,  six  arpents  one  Gunter's  chain  and  ninety-two  links,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on 
the  upper  side  by  lands  owned  by  William  Brown,  extending  back  one  hundred  arpents,  below  by  lands  owned  by 
Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  it  being  part  and  parcel  of  a  tract  of  four  thousand  arpents  granted  to  me  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
Ottawa  nation  of  Indians,  by  deed  dated  in  July,  1784,  and  renewed  to  me,  at  Detroit,  the  12th'(lay  of  May,  1797, 
and  registered  in  the  recorder's  office  of  the  late  county  of  Wayne,  in  volume  1,  pages  73  and  74;  with  all  and  sin- 
gular the  improvements  thereon  made,  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining:  to  have 
and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  said  Archibald  Lyons,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for- 
ever. And  I,  the  said  Whitmore  Knaggs,  for  myself  and  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  do  covenant,  grant, 
and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  Archibald  Lyons,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  I  will  secure,  warrant,  and  defend  the 
above  granted  premises  against  all  claims  whatsoever  to  the  said  Archibald  Lyons,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  nave  hereunto  set  ray  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Detroit,  the  tenth  day  of  February,  1808. 

WHITMORE  KNAGGS.    [l.  s.] 
In  presence  of  ., 

William  Brown, 
Ignace  Moras,  his  x  mark. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  Dislrict  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  district  aforesaid,  the  above  grantor, 
Whitmore  Knaggs,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes 
therein  contained. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  ray  hand,  this  19th  day  of  November,  1808. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
laud,  to  consist  of  six  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  above  by  lands  of  William  Brown,  and  below 
by  unconceded  lands,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  581;  and  that  he  cause 
the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  June  25,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  693.  William  Conner. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  William  Conner  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Huron;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  the  31st  December,  1803,  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  Peter  Audrain,  Esq.  Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  district  of  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  29,  1808. 

Please  fake  notice  that  William  Conner  hereby  enters  his  claim  to  a  tract  of  land ,  of  twelve  acres  in  front  by 
fifty  in  depth,  containing  six  hundred  acres  of  land  altogether,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  north  side  of^  river 
Huron,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  the  lands  of  John  Askin,  junior,  and  on  the  other  side  by  those  of  James  Con- 
ner, in  front  by  the  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands;  the  said  William  Conner  claims  title  to  the  above 
by  virtue  of  actual  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  of  the  same  by  me,  and  others  under  whom  I  hold  and 
claim  the  right  of  occupancy  and  possession  thereof  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1796. 

For  William  Conner, 

GEORGE  McDOUGALL. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  James  Conner  was  brought  forwaid  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  one  or  two  years  before  the  Americans  took  possession  of  the  country,  he,  the  deponent, 
built  for  the  claimant  a  small  cabin  on  the  premises;  that,  three  or  four  years  after,  the  deponent  saw  a  temporary 
fence,  made  with  brushes  and  poles,  alongside  of  the  river;  no  land  was  then  cultivated. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  June  29,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Thomas  Forsyth,  (No.  619,)  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair, 
which  was  postponed  on  the  20th  day  of  February  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  619;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

reuben  attwater, 
peter  audrain, 
James  abbott. 

No.  22. 

Transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  2rf  day  of  July  to 

the  nst  day  of  October,  1810. 

Monday,  July  2,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  4,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
69  p 
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Friday,  July  6,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday, /(<??/ 9,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Tlie  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esq.  (No.  629,)  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  river 
Rouge,  which  was  postponed  on  the  17th  March  last,  and  on  the  27th  of  same  month. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  629;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  11,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  July  13,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  16,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  18,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  694.  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commiisioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  3,  page  98,  under  the  date  of  the  14th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains  three  hundred  acres,  it  being  three  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  bounded  in  front 
by  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Gabriel  Godfrey,  and  on  the  other  side  by 
lands  of  John  Askin,  junior. 

Whereupon,  Israel  Ruland  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  anci  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  premises,  which  he  then 
caused  to  be  cultivated,  and  has  continued  to  do  so  ever  since.  The  deponent  further  says  that  he  was  the  agent  of 
the  claimant  for  several  years,  and  kept  people  working  on  the  premises;  there  are  about  four  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  fences  are  thereon  erected  and  standing. — Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  George  McDougall  and  Israel  Ruland,  (No.  428,)  which  was  postponed 
2d  December,  1808,  and  27th  February,  X8I0. 

Whereupon,  the  claimants,  in  support  of  their  claim,  exhibited  a  deed,  which  was  read  in  the  words  arid  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Giles  Barnes,  of  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  of  Michigan,  Esquire, 
in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  lawful  money,  to  me  paid  by  Israel  Ruland  and  George  McDou- 
gall, of  the  said  territory  of  Michigan,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowlecfge,  have  remised,  released,  and  for- 
ever quit  claimed,  and  by  these  presents  remise,  release  and  forever  quitclaim  unto  the  said  Israel  Ruland  and 
George  McDougall,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  all  my  claim,  right,  title,  and  interest  to  and  into  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  or  farm,  situate  and  lying  on  the  north  border  of  river  Raisins,  which  I  entered  in  the  United  States'  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1808,  of  three  acres  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
depth,  making  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  or  French  arpents,  altogether,  be  the  same  more  or  less;  bounded  in 
front  by  said  river  Raisins,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  on  the  east  by  Rachel  Knaggs,  and  on  the  west  by  uncon- 
ceded lands:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same,  together  with  all  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging, 
to  them,  the  said  Israel  Ruland  and  George  McDougall,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  river  Raisins,  in  said  district  of  Erie,  the  15th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1810. 

GILES  BARNES,  [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  presence  of  us, 

RiCHAnn  Smtth, 
Francis  M.  Audrain*. 

Territory  of  Michigan  District  of  Detroit,  ss. 

Beit  remembered  that  personally  appeared  before  me,  Richard  Smyth,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
in  the  territory  and  district  aforesaid,  Giles  Barnes,  of  the  district  of  Erie,  and  territory  aforesaid.  Esquire,  who  ac- 
knowledged to  me  that  he  had  executed  the  above  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  contained.  In  testimony  whereof,  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  the  25th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1810. 

RICHARD  SMYTH»  J.  P. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  428;  and  that  they  cause  the  same 
to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  b»  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.    The  said  tract  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  whole. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Giles  Barnes,  (No.  429,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  2d  February,  1810. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  he 
havin"  conveyed  his  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  same,  as  per  deed  of  conveyance  made  by  him  to  George  McDou- 
•^all  and  Israel  Ruland,  and  recorded  in  the  preceding  claim  of  McDougall  and  Ruland,  (No.  428;)  therefore,  this 
claim  is  rejected. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Fribay,  July  20, 1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  695.  The  widow  and  HEIRS  OF  Ambroise  Tremble,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the 
claim  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Ambroise  Tremble,  deceased;  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  on  the  24th  December, 
1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
gj^.  Detroit,  December  24,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim,  for  myself  and  my  children,  a  farm,  situate  on  lake  St.  Clair,  on  which  I  live,  con- 
taining two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in.depth,  bounded  in  front  by  lake  St.  Clair,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands,  above 
bv  lands  of  John  Litle,  and  below  by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Campeau.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy, 
and  improvements  made  by  my  late  husband,  Ambroise  Tremble,  who  lived  on  this  farm  since  the  year  1774,  until  he 
died,  about  three  years  ago.  ,  ,    .       r-  a  t 

For  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Ambroise  Iremble. 

ETIENNE  SOCIER,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 
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This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon  Batiste  Ambioise  Tremble  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  ihe  late  Ambroise  Tremble,  deceased, 
was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  promises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and 
heirs  have  possessed,  occupied,  and  cultivated  the  said  premises  to  this  day.  A  dwelling-house  and  stables  are 
ejected  thereon,  and  about  eighteen  arpents  are  under  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  695;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to 
be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  23,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  July  25,  1810. 

Ihe  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  696.  Beaufait  and  Loson. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Beaufait  and  Loson  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  river  Detioit,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  3, 
page  407,  under  the  date  of  12th  December,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres,  is  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in 
rear  by  lands  of  the  widow  Thibault,  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Jean  Batiste  Lapierre,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of 
John  Litle. 

Whereupon,  Benoit  Chapoton  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  tlie  claimants,  who,  being  duly- 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Nathan  Williams,  deceased,  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  the  20th  September,  1797,  when  he  sold  to  the  claimants,  who 
have  possessed  and  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  since  that  time  to  this  day.  There  are  on  the 
premises  a  dwelling-house,  barn,  and  stables,  and  a  windmill.  About  twenty  arpents  are  under  cuhivaiion  and 
enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  696;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  July  27,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  July  30,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  foreimon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  1,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August,  3,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  (No.  676,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  5th  Februai-y 
last. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq.  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  for  these  thirty  years,  he  has  always  known  the  premises  to  belong  to  the  family 
of  Baby:  that,  to  this  day,  the  premises  are  known  and  called  Baby^s  milh  by  the  white  people  and  by  the  Indians. 
The  deponent  has  never  heard  that  any  body  else  claimed  any  part  of  the  premises.— Postponed. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  James  Baby,  Esq.  (No.  677,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  5th  February 
last. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Marie  Beaubien,  Esq,  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  for  these  thirty  years,  he  has  always  known  the  premises  to  belong  to  the  family, 
of  Baby;  that,  to  this  day,  the  piemises  are  known  and  called  Baby^s  mills  by  the  white  people  and  by  the  Indians. 
The  deponent  has  never  heard  that  any  body  else  claimed  any  part  of  the  premises- — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  6,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  8,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August  )0,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  13,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nitie  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment:  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  15,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August  17,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  tiine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  20,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  August  22,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August  24,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  August  27,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  aiijournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Wednesday,  August  29,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  August  31,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  September  3,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  September  5,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  September  7,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  September  10,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  September  12,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  September  14,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  i'orenoon. 

Monday,  September  17,  1810.. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Wed- 
nesday i)ext,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  September  19,  18]0. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Fri- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  September  21,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  September  24,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Wed- 
nesilay  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  September  26,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Fri- 
day  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  September  28,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon." 

Monday,  October  1,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Ambrose  Davenport,  (No.  327,)  which  was  postponed  on  tlie  18th  October, 
1808. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brou^lit  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  ol  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  o"n  the  1st  July,  1796,  David  McCrae  was  in  possession  and  occupaney  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  John  Ugilvy,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  and  that  the  premises 
have  been  constantly  occupied  from  that  time  to  this  day.  A  dwelling-house  and  out-houses  are  erected  on  the  pre- 
mises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  327;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  697.  The  heirs  6f  Adhemar  St.  Martin.— The  Board  considered  the  claim  of  the  legal  hairs  of  Adhemar 
St.  Martin,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  28, 
under  the  date  of  26th  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  late  Adhemar  St.  Martin  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  died;  since  which  time,  the  heirs  have  occupied,  or  caused  the  premises 
to  be  occupied,  to  this  day.    A  dwelling-house  and  stables  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  697;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit.  .  • 

No.  698.  Frederick  Graeter.— The  Board  considered  the  claim  of  Frederick  Graeter,  which  was  entered  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  5,  under  the  date  of  24th  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  that  he  has  caused  the  same  to  be  occupied  by  tenants  from  that  time  to  this  day.  A  dwelling-house  is  erected 
on  the  premises.  ..  .,,,,         ■■..n.        j 

Ami  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  ol  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  698;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  699-  Jean  Baptiste  Carron. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  Carron,  which 
was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  12,  under  the  date  of  24th 
December,  1605.  ,^r,       .-        .      .       l-        i. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  David  Rankin  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  himself,  or  caused  the  premises  to  be  occu- 
pied, to  this  day.     A  house  and  warehouse  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  699;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 
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No.  700.  Trottier  and  Lapointe. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Trottier  and  Lapointe, 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  27.  under  the  date 
of  the  26th  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July.  1796.  Noel  Rocheblave,  attorney  of  Pierre  G.  Cote's  estate,  was  in 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  or  tenanted  the  premises 
to  this  day.    A  house  and  stables  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  7OO5  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  701.  BuissoN  AND  Laroche. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Buisson  and  Laroche,  which 
was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  10,  under  the  date  of  24tli 
December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  have  continued  so  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  701;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Oflace  at  Detroit. 

No.  703.  Andre  Sarrere. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Andre  Sarrere,  which  was  entered 
with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Otiice  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  9,  under  the  date  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber. 1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July.  1796,  Laurent  Berthrand  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Charles  Marly,  who  sold  to  Pierre  Lacroix,  from  whom  the  claimant 
has  purchased.  The  premises  have  always  been  occupied,  winter  and  summer,  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  is 
erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  coinmissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and  that 
he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  702;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a 
plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  703.  Simon  Champagne. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Simon  Champagne,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  403,  llth  December,  and  in 
vol.*2,  page  36,  under  the  date  of  26th  of  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Numainville  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796.  Jean  Baptiste  Gatien  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  constantly  occupied  the  same  to  this  day:  a  dwelling- 
house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  703;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Pierre  Lacroix  (No.  106)  to  two  lots  of  ground  at  Michillimackinack, 
which  was  postponed  on  the  13th  day  of  April  and  28th  day  of  August,  1808. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  belialf  of  the  claimant,  who.  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  David  Rankin  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied,  or  caused  the  premises  to  be  occupied,  to  this 
day:  a  dwelling-house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  two  lots  of  ground, 
and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  106;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  704.  George  Shindler.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  George  Shindler,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  38,  under  the  date  of  28th 
December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  ot  July,  1796,  Nicholas  Frerot  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  always  occupied  tlie  same  to  this  day:  a  house  and 
store-house  are  erected  on  the  premises. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  704;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  705.  Daniel  Bourassa.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Daniel  Bourassa,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  26,  under  the  date  of  26th 
December,  1 805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Cham[).agne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who.  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  for  these  thirty  years,  the  claimant  has  been  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  prem- 
ises without  any  interruption:  a  dwelling-house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  705;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  'plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  706.  Jacob  Franks.— The  Board  took  into  consider.ation  the  claim  of  Jacob  Franks,  which  was  entered  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  3,  under  the  date  of  24th  December,  1805. 
Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly- 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Robert  McKensie  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  ever  since  possessed  and  occupied  the  same. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  706;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  707.  David  Mitchell.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  David  Mitchell,  (No.  8,)  which 
was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  22,  under  the  date  of 
26th  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  George  Cohen  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
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premises,  and  continueil  so  until  he  sold  to  Bartholomew  Noble,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased,  who  has 
possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  lot  of 
ground,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  707;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit. 

No.  708.  David  Mitchell,  in  trust  for  widow  Ann  Coat'es. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
Dr.  David  Mitchell,  in  trust  for  widow  Ann  Coates,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  33,  under  the  date  of  26th  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  tha  1st  July,  179C,  the  widow  Ann  Coates  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises;  and  thai,  when  she  left  Michillimackinack,  she  left  the  house  and  lot  in  the  care  of  David  Mitchell,  the 
present  claimant;  and  that  the  premises  have  been  constantly  tenanted  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  is  erected 
thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  in  trust 
for  the  said  widow  Ann  Coates.  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  708;  and  that 
he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  709.  Joseph  Guv. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Guy,  which  was  entered  with 
the  foimer  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  27,  under  the  date  of  35th  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Robert  McKensie  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Samuel  Lashley,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased.  The  premises 
have  been  constantly  occupied  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  and  store-house  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  709;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  Oe/oier  2,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  710.  Joseph  Lafraaiboise. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  first  claim  of  Joseph  Laframboise  which 
was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at-  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  29,  under  the  date  of 
26th  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champa  gne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  died,  about  four  years  ago;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  heirs  have  constantly  occupied 
the  same  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appeai-  to  the  commissioners  that  the  legal  heirs  of  the  claimant  are  entitled  to  the  said 
lot  of  ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  710;  and  that  they  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit.  , 

No.  711.  Joseph  Laframboise. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  second  claim  of  Joseph  Laframboise, 
which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  29,  under  the 
date  of  26th  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  died,  about  lour  years  ago;  since  which  time,  the  widow  and  heirs  have  constantly  occu- 
pied the  same  to  this  day:  there  is  a  dwelling-house  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  legal  heirs  of  the  claimant  are  entitled  to  the  said 
lot  of  ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  711;  and  that  they  cause  the 
same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  712.  Alexis  Laframboise. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Alexis  Laframboise,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  3,  page  51,  under  the  date  of  the 
4th  day  of  January,  1806. 

Whereupon,  Sim(m  Champagne  was  biought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposeil  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Benjamin  Lyons  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  tlie  pre- 
mises, and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day:  a 
dwelling-house  is  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  712,  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

No.  713.  The  legal  heirs  of  Jacques  GiassoV,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of 
the  legal  heirs  of  Jacques  Giasson,  deceased,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  8,  under  the  date  of  2tth  December,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Gabriel  Cote  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Kustache  Sansquartier,  who  died  possessed  of  the  same;  the  premises  were  sold 
at  public  vendue  by  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Sansquartier.  and  were  purchased  by  the  late  Jacques 
Giasson,  who  occupied  or  tenanted  the  premises  until  he  died;  sitice  which  time,  his  legal  heirs  have  caused  the 
premises  to  be  occupied  to  this  day:  a  house  and  store-house  are  erected  thereon. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissicmers  that  the  legal  heiis  of  said  Jacques  Giasson  are  entitled  to 
the  said  lot  of  ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  713;  and  that  they 
cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be 
returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  October  3,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  714.  Ignace  Petit.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Ignace  Petit,  which  was  entered  with 
the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Ofiice  at  Detroit,  in  volume  2,  page  4,  under  the  date  of  24th  December, 
^805.  . 

Whereupon.  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  bemg  duly- 
sworn,  deposed  and  saiil,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Ignace  Petit  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  1806,  when  he  died;  and  that,  since,  the  premises  have  always  been  occupied  to  this  day:  a 
dwelling-house  i*  erected  thereon.  . 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  th.it  the  legal  heirs  of  Ignace  Petit  are  entitled  to  the  said 
lot  of  ground,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  714;  and  that  they  cause  the 
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same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  ground  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Josiah  Dunham,  (No.  333,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  20th  of  October, 
1808. 

Whereupon,  Samuel  Abbott  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  the  premises  were  sold  by  him  at  public  auction,  as  the  property  of  Rocheblavc  and  Porlier; 
that  Captain  Josiah  Dunham,  through  Samuel  Lashley,  his  agent,  became  the  purchaser,  and  paid  the  purchase  mo- 
ney; no  deed  was  passed,  but  delivery  of  the  premises  was  made  to  the  claimant,  who  has  tenanted  the  same  to  this 
day:  a  dwelling-house  and  stables  are  erected  thereon.  . 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  lot  of  ground,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  333;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Michael  Doussman,  (No  323,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  I8th  day  of  Oc- 
ber,  1808. 

Whereupon,  Simon  Champagne  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  one  Lagarce,  or  Lagaree,  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of 
the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimar^tin  1804;  there  were  then  about  fifteen  acres  under  culti- 
vation. The  deponent  further  said  that  the  said  Lagarce  told  him  that  he  had  sold  to  Michael  Doussman  all  his 
right  and  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  had  put  him  in  actual  possession;  and  that,  from  that  time  to  this  dav, 
the  claimant  had  always  kept  tenants  on  the  premises,  and  cultivated  the  same;  that,  to  the  best  of  this  deponent's 
knowledge,  there  are  sixty  arpents  of  land,  either  under  cultivation  or  in  meadows;  that  a  house  and  stables  are 
erected  on  the  premises. 

Joseph  Vaillancourt,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  Lagarce  declared,  in  his  presence, 
that  he  had  sold  to  the  claimant  all  his  right,  title,  and  pretensions  to  the  premises,  and  had  received  full  considera- 
tion for  the  same.  The  deponent  further  said  that  Lagarce  was  in  possession,  and  cultivated  the  premises,  previous 
to  the  American  Government  taking  possession  of  the  country,  and  that  he  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claim- 
ant, who  has  always,  since  that  time  to  this  day,  kept  tenants  on  the  premises,  and  cultivated  the  same;  that  there 
are  on  the  premises  a  house  and  stables,  which  were  erected  thereon  before  Lagarce  sold;  and  that  about  sixty 
arpents  are  either  under  cultivation  or  in  meadows. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  323;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  .the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  715.  Jean  Batiste  Nolin. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Batiste  Nolin;  and  the 
notice  by  him  filed  on  the  30th  day  of  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir;  Detroit,  December  30,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  now  enter  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  my  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  the  Sault  of  St.  Mary,  which  place  is  in  the  territory  of  Mi- 
chigan, and  district  of  Detroit,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred  and  ten  acres,  it  being  two  and  a  half  acres 
in  front  by  eighty-four  acres  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  southeast  by  the  improvements  of  Mr.  Jean  Batiste  Cadet, 
and  on  every  other  side  by  lands  unlocated.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  valuable  improve- 
ments made  thereon  by  me  previous  to  the  year  1796,  and  continued  to  this  date. 

For  Jean  Batiste  Noun, 

LAMBERT  LAFOY. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  still  occupied  the  same  in  1798,  when  the  deponent  was  last  at  that  place. 

Samuel  Abbott,  Esq.  another  witness,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  knowledge  of  the  claim- 
ant residing  on  the  premises  from  1803  to  1810:  a  dwelling-house,  a  store-house,  and  stables  are  erected  on  the 
premises,  and  more  than  ten  acres  ar«  under  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

Captain  Jonathan  Nelson,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  has  knowledge  of  the  claimant 
being  m  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  from  the  year  1798  to  1803,  and  since  that  time  to  this  day. — 
Postponed. 

No.  716.  John  Johnson. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Johnson,  which  was  entered 
with  the  former  Commissioners  ot  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  459,  under  the  date  of  24th  De- 
cember, 1805. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises; 
that  there  was  a  dwelling  and'store-house erected  thereon,  and  alargegardenin  cultivation;  that  the  claimant  was  also 
in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  same  in  1798,  when  the  deponent  was  last  at  that  place. 

Samuel  Abbott,  Esq.  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  of  the  claimant  residing  on 
the  premises  from  1803  to  1810. 

Captain  Jonathan  Nelson,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  he  knows  of  the  claimant  being 
in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  that  he  has  always  occupied  the  same  to  this 
day. — Postponed. 

No.  717".  David  Mitchell. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Dr.  David  Mitchell,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  2,  page  25,  under  the  date  of  26th  De- 
cember, 1805. 

Whereupon,  George  Meldrum  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  anJ  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  by  rais- 
ing turnips  and  potatoes  thereon;  that  there  was  thereon  a  small  house,  and  three  or  four  acres  under  cultivation. 

Michael  Doussman,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  about  four  years  ago,  he  saw  James 
Gruette  cultivate  part  of  the  premises,  (about  two  acres,  more  or  less,)  and  that  the  said  Gruette  has  continued  to 
cultivate  the  same. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thursday,  October  4,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Jonathan  Nelson,  (No.  671, )  which  was  postponed  on  the  5th  January,  1810. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Dumay  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Bernard  Campeau  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
■  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Jacques  Lasselle,  who  sold  to  Godfrey  Corbus,  deceased,  from  whom  the  claimant 
•has  purchased;  that  the  premises  have  been  cultivated  every  year  from  the  1st  July,  1796,  to  this  day.    A  dwelling- 
house,  barn,  and  stables  are  erected  thereon;  and  thirteen  or  fourteen  acres  are  under  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  671;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and 
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:i  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Saturday,  October  6,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  8,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  October  10,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  October  12,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  15,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  William  Conner,  (No.  693,)  which  \yas  postponed  on  the  25th  June  1810, 

Whereupon,  Henry  Conner  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  a  small  house  was  erected  on  the  premises  by  the  father  of  the 
claimant,  for  the  claimant,  and  about  two  acres  of  land  were  cleared  round  ihe  house;  that,  in  1800,  the  claim- 
ant went  into  the  Indian  country,  and  left  the  premises  in  charge  of  the  deponent;  that  one  Baptiste  Letourneau 
went  to  improve  part  of  this  tract,  and  that  the  deponent  went  and  forbade  said  Letourneau  from  doing  it,  as  it  was 
the  property  of  his  brother  Williams,  then  absent,  and  left  in  charge  of  the  deponent;  and  that  Letourneau  did  then 
leave  the  premises:  in  the  year  following,  the  claimant  returned  from  the  Indian  country,  and  employed  a  man  to 
make  a  fence  in  front  of  the  tract,  and  turned  each  corner  about  four  or  five  rods;  this  hired  man  cleared  about  one 
and  a  half  or  two  acres  on  the  upper  part  of  the  tract;  that,  from  1801  to  this  day,  the  premises  have  remained  in 
charge  of  the  deponent,  who  has  always  resided  on  river  Huron:  the  house  and  part  of  the  fence  are  still -standing. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  693;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  October  17,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  October  19,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October 'ii,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  October  24,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  October  26,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Isaac  Todd.— The  claimant,  by  John  Askin,  his  attorney  in  fact,  presented  a  petition  that  the  said  claim, 
(No.  267,)  which  was  rejected  on  the  28th  of  October,  1808,  may  be  revised,  and  new  testimony  be  taken  thereon: 
the  petition  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  honorable  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  October  25,  1810. 

Isaac  Todd,  by  his  attorney  in  fact,  (John  Askin,)  comes  before  the  commissioners,  at  said  Detroit,  and  prays 
said  commissioners  to  reconsider  their  decision,  made  and  entered  at  Detroit,  on  the  28th  day  of  October,  1808, 
upon  a  notice  of  claim  filed  by  him  for  a  certain  tract  of  land,  lying  upon  the  Detroit  river,  containing  seven 
arpents  front  and  fifty  arpents  depth,  which  said  claim  stands  numbered  in  the  plot  of  survey  267,  and  by  the 
said  commissioners  entered  ?'«;«c/erf;  because  the  said  Isaac  Todd  says,  that,  since  the  said  decision  of  said  com- 
missioners upon  said  claim,  he,  the  said  Isaac,  has  discovered  witnesses,  which  he  is  ready  to  produce  before  said 
commissioners,  who  can  and  will  prove  that  said  tract  of  land,  or  some  part  thereof,  was  improved  and  cultivated 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1796;  and  that  the  same  premises  have  been  uniformly  cultivated  ever  since,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time:, and  further,  says,  that,  at  the  time  the  said  claim  was  under  investigation  before  said  commissioners, 
jrour  petitioner  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  procure  said  witnesses,  or  otherwise  identify  and  prove  said  facts,  as  the 
lines  nad  not  then  been  accurately  ascertained,  since  the  witnesses  introduced  not  being  able  to  identify  said  land 
claimed. 

For  Isaac  Todd, 

JOHN  ASKIN,  Jlgent. 

And  thereupon  it  is  considered  by  the  commissioners  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  Oe/ofier  29,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  718.  John  Askin,  Sen. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  ninth  claim  of  John  Askin,  which  was 
entered  with  the  former  commissioners  at  Detroit,  on  the  19th  of  November,  1805,  in  vol.  3,  page  139,  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  on  the  north  side'of  river  Rouge,  containing  nineteen  perches,  French  measure,  in  front,  by  fifty  acres, 
French  measure,  in  depth. 

Whereupon,  John  Shaw  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession;  that  there  were  on  the  premises  a 
house  and  barn,  and  about  three-fourths  of  an  acre  under  fence;  and  that,  from  that  time  to  1806,  the  possession 
has  been  kept  by  tenants. 

Joseph  Weaver,  another  witness,  being  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that  this  tract  of  land  has  been  occupied  by 
tenants  for  these  nine  years. 

And  thereupon  it  iloth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certdicate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  718;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  . 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of, 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  719.  James  McGiLL.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  McGill  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  Prairie  Ronde,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol. 
3,  page  134,  under  the  date  of  19th  November,  1805. 
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This  tract  contains  six  acres  in  front  by  seventy  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  second  concession  in  rear  bv 
"oTs^DurochS      '  °"  ""'  '"•'  "^  ''"^'  '''•"^''  ^'  ^'''^  '^'"^'^'  '""^  ""  '^'  oth^er  s'de  by  kndrclaime'd  by  Fran'- 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Chamberlain  ^vas  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  belialf  of  the  claimant  who  being  duiv 
Tskin' anfueLTnlPtiVeon  uZl  n.«'^  '^  ^t'  T'"'  ^"""  Ba''l- ,!'ved  on  the  pSes/'ara^enrtf  JoVn 
therZ  threeTear"  as  a  tr^nf.  t^^^^^  ""n'r  ^^  '''''°"'"*  7',"    I?''    "''^  °"  ^^'^  ^'^'""^  Premises,  a'nd  remained 

tnereon  mree  years  as  a  tenant;  that  Conrad  Coleman  succeeded  to  the  deponent,  and  remained  thereon  one  vear- 
that  afterwards,  Joseph  L.verno.s  enclosed  and  cultivated  part  of  the  premises  every  year  to  thirday  for Te  c  airaant" 

And  thereupon  It  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  Lscr  bed  t  act  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  cert.hcate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  719;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
Lam70ffic'e1t  D'Srok.*'''  '"'''^'  "'^'^  '^'  •^"""'"'^  "^'^"'^  '^'''^  '=°"^^'"«''  *"  ^-  '''^^'^^^  ""he  Registe'of  the 
a'fhe  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  AVilliam  Ancram,  (No.  668,)  to  a  tract  of  land  situatP  on  rivpr 
Huron  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol  2  pa"  e  76  unde 
the  date  ol  31st  January,  1806,  and  postponed  29th  December,  1809.  '  ^  ""^  ""'  ""°^' 

V,  hereupon.  Christian  Clemens  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who  bein-  dulv 
sworn,  deposed  and  said  that,  in  the  year  1799,  the  Indians,  to  wit,  Wittaness  and  his  band  1  ved  ^the  1  ou^'ses  o^' 
I  ,wrrf "  '""'f'  =">;'c''nt'""ed  therein  five  or  six  years  afterwards;  and  that  they  used  to  have  he  r  com  fields 
tiH^nf  f  "•"  fo^e/hetown;  that  one  of  the  same  band,  by  the  name  of  Kossin,  planted  corn  on  the  op^^^^^^^^ 
side  ot  the  nver  Irom  the  town,  last  summer;  that,  ,n  the  year  1799,  the  late  Richard  c'onner,  deceased  wasC 
on  the  lower  part  ot  the  town,  and  had  there  a  dwelling  house  and  a  barn,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  acres  iTndercu^ 
Ih^  srie'-PoTtpS.''^'*    '  '""*'"""'  '''"■'°"  ""''^  ^''  '^'''^^  '^°^^  ^^■^"^''  t""*^  '"^  "*^°^^  and  heirs  have  occupied 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

,„  Wednesday,  October  31,  1310. 

Frid?;n«Tat"niL1n'refort'oir°"°'P""""'""  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN, 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 


No.  23. 


Transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  from  the  2d  of  November.  1810 
to  the  28th  day  of  February,  18U,  inclusive. 

Friday,  November  2,  ISIO. 

MoSay  next  Tnine  mThefo™"""""'  """"'"'  *°  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 

Monday,  November  5,  1810. 

We?ni;"n'eS:at''nirinVe'fb™r'  "'"■"'"''''  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 

Wednesday,  November  7,  1810. 

Frid?y\^eS;"lt"fnetX^lrreton.""""' ''""""'*  ^"  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 

Friday,  November  9,  1810. 

MoL\fnextaTnineSnTfo™n!"°°"'  ''"""'""°  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  '"°''°^"'  ^''"'""^"'  '''  '""• 

\VW,fni*"T"'  f*  ^''^  "^'^T  "'"  Y.''i'*"'  Ancram,  (No.  668,)  which  was  postponed  the  29th  October  last. 
.lpn)!i  f?nT  •'/^^''".'''*^?u''V^'  ^'r°^A^  '^"'T''*;''  ^^  ^  "•'"•^^^  •"  ^ehalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  hat,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  about  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  years  ago, Ihe  Moravian 
f„?V  ,!f '  Y'  h  In-i-ans  of  the  Delaware  nation,  were  living  oh  the  premises;  that  \Vittaness  resided  in  the  vflage 
and  cultivated  lands  m  the  same,  or  near  it,  tor  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  and  several  years  aftfr 
The  deponent  recollects  Wittaness  telling  him  that  Mr.  Askin  owned  a  large  quantity  of  land,  from  the  Moravian 
vdlage  upwards;  that  about  fifteen  years  ago,  the  late  Mr.  McNiff,  surveyor,  went  up  to  ri^er  Huron,  wTth  he 
interpreter,  Sanscrainte,  and  informed  the  deponent  that  they  had  come  to  survey  the  land,  by  order  of  Mr  Ask  n^ 
that  the  Indians  were  in  company  with  Mr.  SicNifl;  and  were  very  well  pleased,  and  that  they  went  out  with  he 
surveyor  to  help  him,  and  to  accelerate  the  survey;  that  about  twenty  or  tinrty  arpents  were  unJer  cu  tivat  on  and 
enclosed  in  several  places;  and  about  twenty  to  twenty-five  cabins  and  houses  were  thereon  erected  .-^Postpon^d 

•,?.l"  "^'f-  ^^'^'^  '^°PD-.-The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  seventh  claim  of  Isaac  Todd,  which  was  entered 
Member!  1805."        '"'"''''"""'■"  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  123,  under  the  date  ^f  19th  No 

Whereupon,  Jacques  Loson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in.behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  dulv  sworn 

gave  the  same  evidence  as  in  the  preceding  claim,  verbatim.— Postponed.  ^  ' 

r^°'A  ^^IV  It^f  McGiLL.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  sixtli  claim  of  James  McGill.  which  was 

November,  ISol.™"'"  ^"'"""''"'"^'■^  °f  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  134,  under  the  dlte  of  mh 

<,»vI^!!^''^"P''°'  h"'^'"'^  Loson  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  dulv  sworn 
gave  the  same  evidence,  verbatim,  as  in  the  case  of  William  Ancram,  No.  668.-Postponed 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  November  14,  1810. 

day^iext^Ttl^ek^fte  Koln.*'"*"^""''"'  ^"""'"'  *"  adjournment;  and,  there  beingno  business,  adjourned  to  Fri- 

,_  Friday,  November  16,  1810. 

Mon^t^taTnVnlrnThrfoV'enSn."""'  ''""''"'  ''  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 

Monday,  November  19,  1810. 

w3„    5"'"'''  T*  ?*  n'oe.i"  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  °  =  •  c==,  aujuuineu  to 

Wednesday,  November  21,  1810. 
Frid?y%Xt  nin^'inX7o"rentI""^         P""""' '"  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 

Friday,  November  23,  1810. 
Monday  net  "t'ninert^etfenoon"'"""  '""'"*  '"  '^"J^"'""'"^"*;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
70  p 
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Monday,  November  26,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesdat,  November  28,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  iVbiJem&er  30,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the.  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  722.  John  Askin,  Sen.— The  Board  took  ijito  consideration  the  third  claim  of  John  Askin,  Sen.  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  138,  under  the  date  of  19th  November,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Reaume  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that  Charles  Baron  was  in  possession  and  occupancy,  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he 
sold,  jointly  with  the  deponent,  to  the  claimant;  that  when  the  claimant  purchased,  no  person  lived  on  the  premises, 
which  were  then  under  the  care  of  Charles  Baron,  with  other  property  of  the  deponent;  about  three  or  four  arpents 
are  under  cultivation.— Postponed. 

No.  723.  John  Askin,  Sen.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  fourth  claim  of  John  Askin,  Sen.  to  a  tract 
(if  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  in  volume  1,  page  138,  under  the  date  of  19th  November,  1805. 

Whereupon,  Charles  Reaume  vvas  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  I79t;,  Pierre  Baron  had  the  premises  in  his  charge,  as  agent  for  the  deponent; 
that  he  did  reside  near  this  tract,  and  take  care  of  it;  that  a  person  resided  on  the  same;  that  the  deponent,  jointly 
with  Pierre  Baron,  sold  the  premises  tp  the  clainiant  in  the  same  month.  About  three  or  four  arpents  are  under 
cultivation. — Postponed. 

John  Askin,  in  person,  filed  an  affidavit  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  <vit: 

John  Askin.  Senior,  Esq.  being  sworn,  deposeth,  that,  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1786,  he  made  a  purchase  for 
himself  and  William  Ancram,  Esq.  then  major  in  the  thirty-fourth  regiment,  and  commandant  at  Detroit,  sundry 
improvements  of  the  Moravian  ministers,  and  others,  by  them  made  on  the  river  Huron,  which  empties  into  lake 
St.  Clair,  at  a  place  called  the  Moravian  village,  for  which  he  paid  two  hundred  dollars;  he  likewise  purchased  for 
himself  and  said  Ancram,  the  improvements  made  at  the  same  place  by  the  Moravian  or  Christian  Indians,  sixteen 
in  number,  for  which  he  paid  them  the  further  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  which  factand  payment  is  evidenced  by 
the  deed  of  sales  recorded  by  the  late  Geoige  Hoftman,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  liber  E,  folio  3. 
Your  deponent  also  paid  one  John  Bull  the  further  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  his  improvements  at  said  place;  and  the 
deponent  further  saith,  that,  as  a  further  consideiatiiin  for  said  improvements,  the  deponent  and  said  Ancram,  at 
their  own  expense,  furnished  said  Moravians  two  vessels  to  enable  them  and  their  Indians  to  return  to  Muskingum, 
their  former  place  of  residence;  and  also  purchased  most  of  their  canoes  to  assist  their  departure;  and  that  they 
received  the  pointed  thanks  of  said  Moravians,  through  Mr.  John  Huckenwelder,  their  chief  missionary,  for  their 
liberality  and  assistaijce.    At  the  time  they  made  the  purchase  of  said  Moravians,  and  others,  the  improvements 
consisted  of  more  than  twenty  houses,  with  many  out-buildings;  the  whole  they  purchased,  to  the  exception  of  one 
dwelling-house,  with  a  cellar,  &c.  occupied  and  claimed  by  the  late  Richard  Conner,  together  with  an  Indian  corn- 
field, also  improved  by  him,  with  a  yard  or  garden  in  rear  of  the  said  house;  that  the  deponent,  for  himself  and  said 
Ancram,  aftervyards  purchased  of  the  Chippawa  Indians,  eleven  of  their  principal  chiefs  signing  said  conveyance, 
the  soil  on  which  said  improvements  were  made,  as  will  appear  by  their  deeds,  recorded  by  the  late  George  Hoff- 
man, in  liber  E,  folio  6;  and  in  making  said  purchase,  they  paid  said  Indians  a  valuable  consideration.    The  depo- 
nent and  said  Ancram,  with  a  view  to  the  accommodations  of  said  village,  and  to  enhance  the  value  thereof,  were 
at  the  expense  of  laying  out  and  cutting  a  road  from  Detroit  settlement,  through  the  woods,  to  said  purchase,  being  a 
distance  of  about  twenty  miles,  and  vveie  at  the  m hole  expense  thereof,  a  little  assistance  from  the  Moravian  Indians 
excepted.    As  soon  as  (he  said  Moravians  gave  up  the  possession,  your  deponent,  for  himself  and  said  Ancram, 
made  an  agreement  with  one  John  Cornwall  to  go  and  take  charge  of  said  purchase;  also,  one  Robert  Dolar,  Ames 
Weston,  and  some  others,  went  on  as  tenants  under  your  deponent  and  said  Ancram,  arid  who  raised  crops  and 
resided  on  the  premises  for  some  time;  that,  alter  said  persons  leaving  said  premises,  your  deponent,  for  himself, 
and  as  agent  for  said  Ancram,  put  into  possession  of  said  buildings  and  improvements  one  Wittaness,  a  chief  of  said 
Chippawa  Indians,  with  his  band,  who  promised  to  hold  and  cultivate  said  property  for  your  deponent  and  said 
Ancram,  and  to  endeavor  to  prevent  encroachments  made  thereon  by  others,  and  particularly  by  the  said  late  Richard 
Conner,  of  whom  the  said  Wittaness  often  complained;  that  the  said  Wittaness  and  his  band,  under  such  pronjise 
or  agreement,  continued  in  the  possession  under  the  said  deponent  and  said  Ancram,  and  those  claiming  under  the 
deponent,  until  he  died,  about  five  or  six  years  ago,  as  the  deponent  has  been  informed,  he  not  having  seen  him  since 
the  fall  of  1803,  to  his  recollection;  that  the  deponent  paid  said  chief  ten  pounds  per  annum,  for  which  he  holds  seve- 
ral receipts  for  said  payments,  the  last  of  which  was  for  a  payment  due  in  January,  1804;  that  the  deponent  em- 
ployed Philip  Fry,  the  acting  surveyor  for  the  King,  to  survey  said  land;  that  he  paid  the  said  Fry  for  the  same 
twenty-four  pounds,  and  furnished  him  with  men  and  provisions;  that  the  deponent  has  been  at  the  expense  of 
repeatedly  recording  said  deeds,  papers,  and  voucheis,  &c.  making  entries,  &c.  and  has  paid  several  times  internal 
taxes  for  the  same;  that  the  deponent,  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  1796,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
pounds,  New  York  currency,  sold  and  conveyed  his  moiety,  or  half  of  said  land,  improvements,  &c.  to  Messrs. 
Isaac  Todd  and  James  McGill,  then  merchants,  residing  at  Montreal,  in  Lower  Canada,  who  still  own  and  claim 
the  same.      The  deponent  having  sold  and  parted  with  his  interest  in  said  land,  &c.  is  not  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  in  the  fate  that  may  attend  the  same.    He  has  and  still  acts  as  a  friend  and  agent  for  the  claimants.    And 
further  saith  not. 

.       .  JOHN  ASKIN. 

Isaac  Todd.— The  claimant,  by  John  Askin,  his  attorney  in  fact,  presented  a  petition  that  the  said  claim  (No. 
268,)  which,  was  rejected  on  the  28th  October  1808,  may  be  revised,  and  new  testimony  be  taken  thereon;  the 
petition  vvas  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  Words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  honorable  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Slates'  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  Novetnber  30,  1810. 
Isaac  Todd,  by  his-attorney  in  fact,  John  Askin,  comes  here  before  the  commissioners  at  Detroit,  and  prays  them 
to  take  up,  and  reconsider  their  decision  made  and  entered  by  them  at  Detroit,  on  the  28th  October,  1808,  upon  a 
notice  of  claim  filed  by  him,  claiming  a  certain  tract  of  land,  with  the  improvements  thereon  made,  lying  upon  the 
Detroit  river,  in  said  district,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  arpents,  being  six  arpents  in  front  by  fifty  ar- 
pents in  depth,  which  said  tract  claimed  is  numbered  in  the  books  and  proceedings  of  said  commissioners  268;  and 
for  reasons  of  his  prayer,  the  said  Isaac  saith  that,  since  said  decision  ol  said  commissioners,  he  has  discovered  wit- 
nesses and  evidence  which  he  is  ready  to  produce  before  said  commissioners,  by  whom  he  is  able  to  prove  the  actual 
possession  and  continual  occupancy  and  improvements  of  said  tract  of  land  claimed,  as  above,  from  and  before  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1796,  down  to  the  present  day,  either  under  himself  or  those  under  whom  he  derives  title;  and  the 
said  Isaac  saith,  that,  at  the  time  said  claim  was  under  investigation  before  said  commissioners,  your  petitioner  had 
it  not  in  his  power  to  procure  said  evidence,  or  otherwise  identify  said  possession  and  improvements,  or  prove  the 
facts,  the  lines  not  having  been  then  accurately  ascertained,  and  such  witnesses  as  were  examined  not  having  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  said  land  claimed. 

JOHN  ASKIN,  ^gentfor  Claimant. 
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And  thereupon  it  is  considered  by  the  commissioners  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

James  McGill.— The  claimant,  by  John  Askin,  his  attorney  in  fact,  presented  a  petition  that  the  said  claim,  (No. 
270,)  which  was  rejected  on  the  28th  October,  1808,  may  be  revised  and  new  testimony  be  taken  tiiereon:  the  pe- 
tition was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  honorable  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Stales''  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  November  30,  1810. 
James  McGill,  by  his  attorney  in  fact.  John  Askin,  comes  before  the  commissioners  at  said  Detroit,  and  prays 
sajJ  commissioners  to  take  up  and  reconsider  their  decision  made  and  entered  at  Detroit  on  the  28th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1808,  upon  a  notice  of  claim  filed  by  said  James  McGill  for  a  certain  tract  of  land,  with  the  improvements  there- 
01  made,  lying  upon  the  Detroit  river,  in  said  district,  containing  six  arpents  in  front  and  fifty  in  depth;  which  said 
tract  of  land  is  numbered,  and  by  the  commissioners  in  their  proceedings  entered  rejected. 

Because  the  said  James  saith  that,  since  said  decision  of  said  commissioners,  he  has  found  witnesses  and  evidence 
which  he  is  ready  to  produce  before  said  commissioners,  by  whom  he  is  able  to  prove  the  actual  possession  and  con- 
tinued occupancy  and  improvements  of  said  tract  of  land  claimed  from  and  before  the  1st  July,  1796  down  to  the 
present  time,  either  under  himself,  or  those  under  wh()m  he  derives  title  in  and  to  the  said  land;  and  the  said  James 
saith  that,  at  the  time  said  claim  was  under  investigation  before  said  commissioners,  your  petitioner  had  it  not  in  his 
power  to  procure  said  witnesses  and  evidence,  or  otherwise  to  identify  and  prove  said  facts;  the  lines  not  havin"  at 
that  time  been  accurately  ascertained,  and  the  wynesses  introduced  not  being  able  to  identify  said  land  claim.     ° 

JOHN  ASKIN,  Agent  for  Claimant. 
And  thereupon  it  is  considered  by  the  epmmissioners  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  3,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  5,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  7,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

^       ,  ....  ,  Monday,  December  10,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  m  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  723.  Batiste  L.4Deroute.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Batiste  Laderoute  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  and  the  notice  by  him  filedjtlie  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sib:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  containing  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  Louis  Cochois,  on  one  side  by  Pierre  Rivard,  and  on  the  other 
side  by  Gabriel  St.  Obin.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from 
whom  I  derive  title. 

BATISTE  LADEROUTE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Barnabe  Campeau  was  brought  forward^asa  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Pierre  Cardinal  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and' 
continued  so  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this  day.  A  house  and' out- 
houses are  erected  on  the  premises,  and  about  fifty  arpents  are  under  cultivation. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Detroit,  Comte  de  fVayne: 

Par  devant  le  notaire  public  pour  le  comte  de  Wayne,  residant  au  Detroit,  fut  present  le  Sieur  Pierre  Cardi- 
nal, demeurant  dans  le  cote  du  nord-est  de  la  paroisse  Ste.  Anne,  dans  le  dit  comte,  lequel  attendu  ses  indisposi- 
tions et  les  maladies  dont  il  est  afflige,  reconnoissant  la  bienveillance  et  I'amitie  que  lui  temoignent  Jean  Batiste 
Seyien,  dit  Laderoute,  et  Archange  Cardinal,  son  epouse,  qu'il  autorise  a  I'effet  des  presentes,  et  pour  I'estime 
qu'il  leur  porte,  leur  a  par  ces  presentes  fait  donation,  entre  vifs  pure  et  simple,  et  irrevocable,  et  de  la  meilleur 
forme  que  faire  se  peut,  et  promet  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions,  alienations,  et  de  tout 


devant  au  bord  de  la  riviere  du  Detroit,  bornee  d'un  cote,  au  nord-est,  a  Pierre  Ricard,  et  de  I'autre  cote  au  sud- 
ouest,  a  Gabriel  St.  Obin,  avec  une  maison,  grange,  etables,  verger,  jardin,  clotures,  &c.  tel  que  le  tout  se  po'ursuit  et 
comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circonstances,  et  dependances,  ainsy  que  tous  les  animaux  qui  appartiennent  iv  present  au 
dit  donateur,  meubles  de  menage,  ustenciles  d"agriculture,et  generallement  tout  cequi  lui  appartient,  ou  pourrait  lui 
appartenir  a  I'avenir,  sans  en  rien  reserver,  excepter,  ny  retenir,  a  la  charge  que  le  dit  Jean  Batiste  Seyien,  dit  La- 
deroute, et  la  ditte  Archange  Cardinal,  son  epouse,  promettent  et  s'obligent  solidairement,  I'un  pour  I'autre  au 
dit  Sieur  Pierre  Cardinal,  leurpere  et  beau-pere,  de  le  nourrir  avec  eux,  et  comme  eux,  de  lui  fournir  de  lin^'e  et 


suitte,  que  le  dit  Sieur  Cardinal  pourra  sortir  de  chez  les  dits  donataires  et  aller  demeurer  ailleurs,  ou  ils  seront 
obliges  de  le  nourrir  et  entretenir,  comme  dit  est,  suivant  son  etat,  le  traitant  toujours  avec  douceur  et  respect, 
comme  de  bons  enfants  doivent  faire. 

Et  au  moyen  de  ce,  le  dit  Pierre  Cardinal  leur  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  transporte  tous  droits  de  propriete 
noms,  raisons,  actions,  et  tous  autres  droits  qu'il  a  et  pouvait  avoir  en  et  sur  la  ditte  terre,  et  autres  articles  men- 
tionneesencette  donaison,  voulant  et  entendant  qu'ils  en  soient  mis  en  bonne  possession  etseizine,  ainsy  qu'il  appar- 
tiendra;  se  demettant  de  tous  ses  dits  biens  en  faveur  des  dits  donataires,  qui  neanmoins  ne  pourront  ni  vendre  ni 
engager  la  ditte  terre  durant  la  vie  du  dit  donateur,  pour  lasurete  de  sa  subsistance.  Car  ainsy  sont  conveniies  les 
parties  de  bonne  toy,  promettant,  &c.  obli^eant,  &c.  Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  en  I'etude  du  dit  notaire,  le  4 
Fevrier,  I'an  1801;  et  les  parties  ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  ont  fait  leurs  marques  ordinaires,  et  pose  leurs 
cachets,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

PIERRE  CARDINAL,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 

JEAN  BATISTE  SEYIEN  dit  LADEROUTE,  sa  x  marque    fi    s  1 
ARCHANGE  CARDINAL  SEYIEN,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.]  ' 

Presence  de  Simon  Drouillard, 

Jean  Batiste  Allair,  sa  x  marque. 

Et  de  nous,  dit  notaire  soussigne, 

Fs.  Dx.  Bellcour,  N.  p.  [l.  s.] 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  lie  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  723;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contairied,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  724.  Joseph  Laderoute. — Tlie  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Laderoute  to  a  tract  of 
land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  98th  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  Z)£cemier  28,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by 
eighty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unlocated  lands;  on  one  side  by  lands  of  the  late  Louis 
Desaunier,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Michael  Yax.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  im- 
provements made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

JOSEPH  LADEROUTE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

Whereupon,  Barnabe  Campeau  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  Said,  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  179i5,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  a  house  and  barn  are  erected  thereon,  and  twenty-five  arpents  are  under 
cultivation. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  724;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  725.  Pierre  Chene. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Pierre  Chene  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  at  Grand  Marais;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  on  which  I  now  live,  situate  at  Grand  Marais,  containing 
five  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by 
lands  of  Macomb,  and  above  by  Michael  Yax.  1  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements 
made  bv  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

PIERRE  CHENE,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

Whereupon,  Barnabe  Campeau  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  vvho,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  Jean  Baptiste,  dit  Benjamin  Marsac,  was  in  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  who  possessed  the  same 
until  he  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  premises  to  this  day:  a  house  and  barn  are  erected 
thereon;  and  about  eighty  arpents  are  under  cultivation. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit: 

L'an  mil  huit  cent  six,  etle  27eme  jour  du  mois  de  Juin,  furent  presents  les  Sieurs  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean, 
habitant,  demeurant  au  Grand  Marais,  dans  le  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire  de  Michigan,  d'une  part,  et  Pierre 
Chene,  dit  Cahousa,  demeurant  pres  de  la  ville  du  Detroit,  d 'autre  part;  lesquels  ont  declare  et  reconnu,  et  par 
ces  presentes  reconnoissent,  en  presence  des  tenioins  soussignes,  avoir  fait  le  niarche  et  les  conventions  suivantes, 
savoir:  le  dit  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  vend,  cede,  transporte.  et  delaisse  au  dit  Pierre  Chene,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant 
cause  a  I'avenir,  une  terre  de  cinq  arpents  de  front  sur  quarante  de  profondeur,  sise  et  situee  au  Grand  Marais, 
avec  tous  les  bfltiments  susconstruits,  verger,  clotures,  &c.  (laquelle  terre  le  dit  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  a  der- 
nierement  acquise  du  Sieur  Benjamin  Marsac,)  aux  clauses  et  conditions  suivantes,  savoir:  que  le  dit  Pierre  Chene 
payera  au  dit  Joseph  Serre  la  somme  de  mille  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  comme  suit,  c'est  a  dire:  une 
cent  pounds  au  premier  jour  de  Septembre  prochain,  et  les  auties  neuf  cent  pounds  en  neuf  annees  consecutives: 
c'est  a  dire,  cent  pounds,  avec  I'interet  legal,  au  premier  jour  Septembre  de  chaque  annee  suivante,  jusqu'au  par- 
faitet  entierpayement  de  la  susditte  somme  de  mille  pounds;  auquel  temps  le  dit  Joseph  Serre,  dit  St.  Jean,  promet, 
s'en<'a<'e,  et  s'oblige,  de  passer  et  delivier  au  dit  Pierre  Chene,  ses  hoirs,  ou  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  un  contrat 
de  venle  en  bonne  forme,  et  de  lui  remettre  tous  les  anciens  contrats  de  la  ditte  terre  depuis  et  y  compris  le  con- 
trat de  concession  par  le  Gouvernement  de  France.  .    ,     . 

Et  le  dit  Pierre  Chene,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  en  consideration  de  ce  que  dessus,  promet 
et  s*obli"e  de  payer,  ou  faire  payer,  au  dit  Joseph  Serre,  ses  hoirs,  ou  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  la  susditte  somme  de 
mille  pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  de  la  maniere  et  aux  epoques  mentionnees  cy -dessus,  pour  valeur  et  con- 
sideration de  la  ditte  terre.  . 

Le  dit  Joseph  Serre  garantit  au  dit  Pierre  Chene,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  la  ditte  terre  de  toutes  dettes,  hypo- 
theques,  etde  toute  troutile  generallement  quelconque,  mais  il  est  entendu  et  agree  entre  les  parties,  que  la  ditte 
terre  restera  affectee  et  hypothequee  au  dit  Joseph  Serre,  jusqu'a  I'entier  et  parfait  payeinent  des  dittes  mille 
pounds;  et  que  le  dit  Pierre  Chene  ne  pourra  la  vendre  ni  I'engager  a,  qui  que  ce  soit  a  moins  qu'il  ne  paye  an  dit 
Joseph  Serre,  ses  hoirs,  ou  ayant  cause,  la  balance  qui  pourra  alors  etre  diie  sur  les  dittes  mille  pounds;  et  dans  ce 
cas  le  dit  Joseph  Serre,  ses  hoirs,  ou  ayant  cause,  en  recevant  la  ditte  balance,  sera  oblige  de  passer  et  de  delivrer 
au  dit  Pierre  Chene,  ses  hoirs,  ou  ayant  cause,  un  contrat  en  bonne  forme;  et  de  lui  delivrer  tous  les  papiers  con- 
cernant  la  ditte  terre,  comme  il  est  mentionne  cy-dessus.  Le  dit  Joseph  Serre  se  reserve  quatre  quartes  de  Jpommes 
chaque  annee  jusqu'au  parfait  et  dernier  payement.  ,  .  .     , 

Fait  et  passe,  en  double,  au  Detroit,  le  jour  et  an  que  dessus;  et  les  parties  ont  signe  et  scelle,  en  presence  de 
temoins,  apres  lecture  faitte  des  presentes. 
iemomh,dpe  k  JOSEPH  SERRE.  [l.  s.  ] 

Scelle  et  deliyre,  en  presence  de  PIERRE  CHENE.  [l.  s.] 

Peter  Audrain, 
Arch.  Lyons. 
II  est  entendu  et  agree  entre  les  parties  cy-dessus,  que  le  dit  Pierre  Chene  payera  au  dit  Joseph  Serre,  I'interet 
de  six  pour  cent  sur  la  somme  de  neuf  cent  pounds,  pour  la  premiere  annee,  c'est  a  dire,  cent  cinquante-quatre 
pounds  pour  principal  et  iiiteiet,  et  continuera  chaque  annee  en  suite  a  payer  cent  pounds,  et  I'interet  de  tuute  la 
somme  qui  restera  due  pour  balance  des  dittes  mille  pounds.  Trioi^Dir  oii-om^ 

Temoins  presents,  PIERRE  CHENE. 

Peter  Audrain, 
James  May. 

Detroit,  Octobre  16,  1806. 


Je  soussigne,  reconnois  avoir  reju  de  Pierre  Chene  la  somme  de  deux  cent  cinquante  piastres,  ou  dollars,  mon- 
re  I'egale  (fesEtats  Unis,  etant  pour  parfait  payement  de  la  somme  diie  au  ler  de  Septembre  dernier,  en  accompte 
:erre  que  je  lui  ai  vendiie 

Temoin,  Ph.  Lecuyer. 


d'une  terre  que  je  lui  ai  vendiie  suivant  marche  passe  comme  cy-dessus. 

auneterieq  K  JOSEPH  SERRE. 
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And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  subject  to  the  mortgage  therein  specified,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be 
No.  725;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein 
contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Boaixi  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  12,  1810. 
The  Board  niet  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  i)ecem&er  14,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pui-suant  to  adjoifrnment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

■  ,  MoNDAY>  December  17, 1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  19,  1810.     ' 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Fridary  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  December  21,  1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  24, 1810. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  726.  Angelique  Cicot  and  her  children. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Angelique 
Cicot,  wife  of  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot,  and  her  children,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  river  Detroit,  which  was  entered  by  Ga- 
briel Godfroy,  her  agent,  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  99,  under  the 
date  of  the  14th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  it  being  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  bounded  in  front  by  the  river  Detroit,  in  rear  by  unconceded  lands,  below  by  lands  of  Riopel,  and  above  by 
lands  of  Laferte. 

Whereupon,  Alexis  Labadi  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  many  years  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  premises,  and  have  continued  so  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  are  erected  oiji  the  premises,  and 
above  forty  acres  are  under  cultivation  and  enclosed. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  726;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  (No.  684,)  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  river 
Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  181,  under 
the  date  of  25th  January,  1805. 

This  tract  contains,  by  estimation,  ninety  arpents,  more  or  less,  it  being  three  arpents  by  thirty,  bounded  in  front 
by  a  small  river  where  a  mill  is  erected,  above  by  lands  of  Jean  Baptiste  Couture,  and  below  by  lands  of  Bouideaux, 
dit  Lisle  Ronde. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  has  caused  the  same  to  be  cultivated  every  year  since  that  time  to  this  day. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land,  and  that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  684:  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

No.  727.  Gabriel  Godfroy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Colonel  Gabriel  Godfroy  to  a 
tract  of  land,  situate  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  jDeeem&er  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  Detroit  river,  beginning 
at  a  stake  on  the  bank  of  said  river,  between  this  tract  and  a  tract  confirmed  to  Robert  Navarre;  thence  north  thirty 
degrees,  west  one  hundred  and  nineteen  chains  sixteen  links,  to  a  post;  thence  north  fifty-nine  degrees,  east  two 
chains  and  ninety  links,  to  a  post;  thence  south  thirty  degrees,  east  one  hundred  and  twenty  chains  thirty-six  links, 
to  a  post;  thence,  along  the  border  of  said  river,  south  eighty-two  degrees,  west  three  chains  and  thirteen  links,  to 
the  place  of  beginning.  I  claim  title  to  this  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements 
made  by  me  or  by  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

G.  GODFROY. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimant  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  a  store-house  is  erected  on  the  premises. — Postponed. 

No.  728.  The  heirs  of  Jacques  Godfroy,  deceased. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  the  heirs 
of  Jacques  Godfroy,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  Detroit  river;  and  the  notice  filed  by  Gabriel  God- 
froy in  their  behalf,  on  the  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  we  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  Detroit  river,  begin- 
ning at  a  stake  on  the  bank  of  said  river,  between  the  claimants  and  Gabriel  Godfroy,  Sen.;  thence  north  thirty 
degrees,  west  one  hundred  and  twenty  chains  thirty-six  links;  thence  north  fifty-nine  degrees,  east  ten  chains  and 
seventy  links;  thence  south  twenty-six  degrees,  east  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  chains  nfty-two  links,  to  Detroit 
river;  thence,  following  along  the  said  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  We  claim  title  to  this  tract  by  virtue  of 
possession,  occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  us  or  those  from  whom  we  derive  title. 

For  the  heirs  of  the  late  Jacques  Godfroy, 

G.  GODFROY. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  Gabriel  Godfroy,  father  to  the  claimants,  was  in  pos- 
session and  occupancy  of  the  premises,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  day:  a  dwelling-house  and  out-houses  are 
erected  on  the  premises. — Postponed. 
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No.  729.  Colonel  Gabriel  Godfroy. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Colonel  Gabriel  Godfroy 
to  a'  lot  of  "round  on  river  Detroit;  and  the  notice  by  him  filed  on  the  31st  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

^  To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

gjjj.  Detroit,  December  31,  1808. 

Please  take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  Detroit  river,  contain- 
in"  by  estimation,  three  acres,  it  being  one  acre  and  a  half  in  front,  by  one  acre  and  a  half  in  depth,  bounded  in 
front  by  said  river,  and  in  rear  by  Jacques  and  Frangois  Lasselle's  lands,  on  the  northeast  by  lands  of  J.  and  F. 
Lasselle,  and  on  the  southwest  by  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Jacques  Godfroy,  deceased.  I  claim  title  by  virtue  of  pos- 
session, occupancy,  and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

'         ^  G.  GODFROY. 

This  lot  of  ground  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Baptiste  Cicot  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  ot  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  widow  of  Alexis  Delille  was  in  possession  and  occupancy 
of  liie'piemises,  and  continued  so  until  she  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  has  possessed  and  occupied  the  same  to  this 
day:  a  distillery  is  erected  on  the  premises.— Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  nest,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  December  26,  ISW. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Saturday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  r.        ,       „     „ 

Saturday,  December  29,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  730.  J.  AND  F.  Lasselle. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Franijois  Lasselle  to 
a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit,  in  vol.  1,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1805. 

This  tract  contains  six  arpeuts  in  front  by  eighty  in  depth,  bounded  above  by  Robert,  dit  Touton  Navarre,  and 
below  by  Antoiiie  Campeau.  •     ■    ,   ,r    r  .i      i  •        ^       i      i    •       i  i 

Whereupon,  Joseph  Jobin  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalt  ot  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796.  Jean  Baptiste  Couture  was  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises, 
and  continued  so  until  he  sold  to  Eutreau  Navarre,  from  whom  the  claimants  have  purchased,  who  have  occupied 
the  same  since  that  time  to  this  day.  A  dwelling  house,  a  barn,  and  other  out-houses  are  erected  on  the  premises; 
and  sixty  arpents  are  under  cultivation  and  under  fence.— Postponed.  .      ,    , 

The  Board  leconsidered  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Frangois  Lasselle,  (No.  507,)  which  was  postponed  the  14th 
December,  1808.— Postponed.  ...,,.       ^t  .r.         -t        „    ^       ^      ^    ct     a 

No.  731.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jacques  and  Francois  Lasselle  to  a  tract  ot  land  on 
the'iiorth  side  of  river  Raisins,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  volume  I,  page  234,  under  the  date  of  27th  November,  1808.— Postponed. 

4nd  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  December  31,  1810. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  Janwary  2,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ■,,,■, 

iRiDAY,  January 'i,  ISll. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ,,  r  „   ,„,, 

Monday, /aw««r!/ 7,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  „  ,„,, 

Wednesday,  January  9,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Col.^Francis  Chabert,  (No.  339,)  which  was  rejected  on  the  11th  Decem- 
ber 1809.  Solomon  Sibley,  agent  for  the  claimant,  filed  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  and 
prayed  that  it  may  be  recorded  on  the  minutes  of  the  Board,  and  it  is  entered  in  tlie  words  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States^  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  January  9,  1811. 
Francis  Chabert  Joncaire,  by  Solomon  Sibley,  his  agent,  comes  before  the  honorable  the  said  commissioners,  &c; 
and  because  the  decision  and  judgment,  as  given  and  entered  of  record  on  the  11th  day  of  December,  1809,  upon 
claim  (No.  339,)  said  claim  is  rejected  as  void  and  unfounded ;  therefore,  the  said  Francis  Chabert  Joncaire,  claim- 
ant to' the  said  tract  of  land,  as  in  his  notice  filed  with  the  Register  will  appear,  excepts  to  said  judgment  and  deci- 
sion as  erroneous  and  contrary  to  law,  and  therefore  enters  this  his  appeal;  and  tor  reasons  ot  exceptions  to  said 
decision  and  appeal  therefrom,  in  his  behalf,  alleges  and  saith  that  the  evidence  by  him  adduced  before  said  com- 
missioners in  support  of  said  claim  was  and  is  fully  sufficient  to  establish  the  right  of  the  claimant  in  and  to  the 
said  tract  ot  land  and  premises  by  him  claimed,  according  to  the  spirit,  meaning,  and  intent  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  in  such  case  made  and  provided;  and  that  the  said  claimant  was  and  is  entitled  to  a  confirmation  thereof,  in 
him  and  in  his  heirs  and  assigns;  and  that  a  patent  may  be  granted  to  him  for  the  same. 

For  Francis  Chabert  Joncaire, 

SOLOMON  SIBLEY,  ^gent. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  January  11, 1811. 

The  Board  ijiet  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ,,    ,oii 

•'  Monday,  JawMary  14,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ,,r  j-  ,^   ,o., 

Wednesday, /anwary  16,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  „  r  ,„   ,^.. 

'  Friday,  January  18,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon.  ,,  ,  „,    ,„  , 

•^  Monday,  ./awwajT/ 21,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 
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Wednesday,  January  23,  1811. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

FRiDAy,  January,  25,  1811. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  January  28,  1811. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No.  732.  Meldritm  and  Park. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Meldrum  and  Pari<  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  on  river  St.  Clair,  and  the  notice  by  them  filed  the  29th  December,  1808,  was  read  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

77^e  honorable  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office,  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Detroit,  December  24,  1808. 
Please  take  notice  and  enter  on  your  records  a  certain  ti-act  of  land,  lying  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  river 
St.  Clair,  containing  three  acres,  more  or  less,  in  the  front,  on  said  river,  and  forty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  by  un- 
located  lands,  and  on  both  sides  by  lands  of  Jacob  Hill. 

For  Meldrum  and  Park, 

GEORGE  MELDRUM. 
This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Jean  Simare  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behaif  of  the  claimants,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said,  that,  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1796,  the  claimants  were  in  possession  and  occupancy  of  the 
premises,  and  have  caused  part  of  the  said  tract  to  be  cultivated  every  year  since  by  their  tenants. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  above  described  tract 
of  land,  and  that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  732;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  JanjMr)/ 30,  1811. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Friday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  1,  1811. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Henry  Berthelet,  (No.  655,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  4th  December, 
1809. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land;  and 
that,  therefore,  his  claim  be  rejected. 

No.  737.  Joseph  Deschatelet. — The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Joseph  Deschatelet  to  a  tract 
of  land,  situate  at  Plaisance,  and  the  notice  filed  by  Antoine  Guy  in  his  behalf,  on  the  23d  December,  1808,  was 
read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit. 
Sir:  Detroit,  December  23,  1808. 

Take  notice  that  I  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situate  at  Plaisance,  near  river  Raisins,  containing  five  acres 
in  front,  more  or  less,  by  about  twenty-five  in  depth,  bounded  in  front  by  La  Grande  Coulee,  and  in  rear  by  I'Isleaux 
Feviers,  on  one  side  by  Pierre  Fournier,  and  on  the  other  side  by  lake  Erie.  I  claim  by  virtue  of  possession,  occu- 
pancy, and  improvements  made  by  me  or  those  from  whom  I  derive  title. 

For  Joseph  Deschatelet, 

ANTOINE  GUY,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Peter  Audrain. 

This  tract  contains,  and  is  bounded,  as  in  the  above  notice. 

Whereupon,  Pierre  Bourdeaux  was  brought  forward  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  who,  being  duly- 
sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on  the  1st  July,  1796,  this  tract  was  in  possession  of  a  person  whose  name  he  doth  not 
recollect,  and  who  sold,  as  the  deponent  was  informed,  to  Baptiste  Leduc,  from  whom  the  claimant  has  purchased, 
and  who  has  lived  on  the  premises  these  seven  years,  and  has  cultivated  the  same;  about  two  or  three  arpents  are 
under  cultivation,  and  a  dwelling-house  is  erected  thereon. — Postponed. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  4, 1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  6,  1811. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

YmxiAY,  February  9,  IBll. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  11,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  13,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nineo'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and, there  beingno  business, adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  15,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  18,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Wednesday,  February  '20,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment;  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Friday,  February  22,  1811. 
The  Board  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
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No.  738.  James  May,  Esq.— The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  James  May,  Esq.  to  a  tract  of  land, 
situate  on  the  river  aux  Ecorces,  which  was  entered  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit, 
in  vol. '-,  page  97,  under  the  date  of  19th  February,  1805. 

This  tract  contains  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  it  being  six  acres  in  front  by  sixty  acres  in  depth,  bounded  ia 
front  by  the  rear  of  the  farms  of  Baptiste  Rousson,  Louis  Bourrasa,  and  Joseph  Bondi,  and  in  rear  by  unconceded 
lands.  This  tract  was  formerly  part  of  the  said  three  farms  sold  by  said  James  May  to  said  Rousson,  Bourrasa,  and 
Bond!.— See  Nos.  62,  46,  and  65. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  three  deeds,  which  were  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

Detroit: 

Par  devantFran5oisDesruisseauxBellecour,notaire  au Detroit, yresidant,ettemoinssoussi£nes,furent  presents 
les  Sieurs  Amable  St.  Cosme,  Jean  Batiste  Pitre,  comme  ayant  epouse  feiie  Demoiselle  Marie  St.  Cosme,  faisant  et 
agissant  pour  ses  enfants  mineurs;  AntoineBeaubien,  tuteur,  et  pour  Pierre  Dejean,  fils  de  feiie  Demoiselle  Theatiste 
St.  Cosme,  et  le  notaire  soussigne,  representant  et  faisant  aussi  pour  Charles  Cqurtois,  absent  de  cette  province, 
lesquels  et  aux  dits  noms  reconnoissent  par  ces  presentes  avoir  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transports,  et  delaisse,  des 
maintenant  et  atoujours,  au  Sieur  James  May,  demeurant  en  cette  ville,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour 
lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  les  droits  successifs,  mobiliers  et  immobdiers,  fruits,  et  revenus 
d'iceux,  droits,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  rescindants  et  rescisoires,  a  eux  appartenants,qui  leur  sont  echus  par  les  deces 
de  feu  Pierre  St.  Cosme  et  de  Dame  Catherine  Barois  St.  Cosme,  leur  pere  et  mere,  en  quelques  lieux  et  endroits 
que  les  dits  biens  et  droits  successifs  se  trouvent  diis  et  situes,  en  quoyqu'ils  puissent  consister,  sans  aucune  re- 
serve, encore  qu'ils  ne  soient  ici  particulierement  exprimes  ny  declares;  voulant  les  dits  vendeursque  le  dit  acque- 
reur, ses  dits  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  jouisse  et  dispose  de  tout  ce  qu'il  pourra  retirer  et  recevoir  de  leurs 
dits  droits  successifs,  comme  de  choses  a  lui  appartenantes,  au  moyen  des  dittes  presentes,  promettant  pour  eux  et 
aux  dits  noms  ne  jamais  inquieter  le  dit  acquereur  dans  la  paisible  possession  et  jouissance  des  dits  biens  et  revenus 
d'iceux.  ...  •  . 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  (juatre-vingt  pounds, 
cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  pour  les  quatre  presents  vendeurs,  dont  chacun  d'eux  reconnoit  en  son  particulier 
avoir  reeu  vingt  pounds  pour  sapart,  disant  etre  content  et  satisfait,  en  tenant  quitte  et  decharge  le  dit  acquereur, 
qui  s'oblige  d'acquitter  toutes  les  dettes  qui  pourraient  etre  deniandees  par  qui  que  ce  soit  aux  dits  vendeurs  a  cause 
des  dittes  successions.  Et  au  moyen  de  ce,  et  aux  conditions  susdittes,  les  dits  vendeurs  et  aux  dits  noms  ont  en 
outre  transporte  et  transportent  au  dit  acquereur,  ses  dits  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de 
propriete,  fonds,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  seizine,  possession,  et  autres  choses  generallement  qilelconques,  qu'ils 
avaient  et  pouvoient  pretendre  sur  les  dits  droits  successifs,  dont  ils  se  sont  par  ces  presentes  dessaisis,  pour  et  au 
profit  du  dit  Sieur  James  May,  qui  fera  a  ses  fraix  les  poursuittes  necessaires  pour  le  recouvrement  des  dits  biens. 
Car  ainsy  sont  conveniies  les  parties  de  bonne  foy,  piomettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  renon^ant,  &c.  Fait  et  pass6  au 
dit  Detroit,  en  I'etude  du  dit  notaire,  le  ISeme  jour  de  Fevrier,  1796,  avant  midi;  et  out  les  parties  signe,  ou  fait 
leurs  marques  ordinaires,  et  scelle  a  la  minute,  apres  lecture  faitte,  suivant  I'ordonnance. 

AMABLE  St.  COSME,  sa  x  marque. 
ANTOINE  BEAUBIEN. 
JEAN  B'TE  PITRE,  sa  x  marque. 
JAMES  MAY. 
Presence  de  Matthew  Donovan, 
Joseph  Rowe, 

Fr.  Dx.  Bellecour,  Not.  Pub.  el  faisant  pour  Charles  Cqurtois. 
Detroit: 

Par  devant  Francois  Desruisseaux  Bellecour,  notaire  au  Detroit,  y  residant,  et  teinoin  soussigne,  fut  present  ie 
Sieur  Dominique  St.  Cosme,  lequel  reconnoit  par  ces  presentes  avoir  de  son  bon  gre,  et  sans  aucune  contrainte, 
vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des  maintenant  et  k  toujours,au  Sieur  Jaines  May,  demeurant  en  cette 
ville,  a  ce  present  et  acceptant  acquereur,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  les  droits  successifs, 
mobiliers  et  immobiliers,  fruits  et  revenus  d'iceux,  droits,  noms,  raisons,  et  actions,  rescindants  et  rescissoires  a  lui 
appartenants,  et  qui  lui  sont  echiis  par  les  deces  de  feux  Sieur  et  Dame  St.  Cosme,  ses  pere  et  mere,  en  quelques 
lieux  et  endroits  que  les  dits  biens  et  droits  successifs  se  trouvent  diis  et  situes,  en  quoyqu'ils  puissent  consister, 
sans  aucune  reserve,  encore  qu'ils  ne  soient  ici  particulierement  exprimes  ni  declares  (excepte  les  droits  du  dit 
Dominique  St.  Cosme  sur  I'isle  aux  Daindes,  et  sur  une  tene  qui  avait  ete  vendu  a  Antoine  Robert,  a  la  riviere  aux 
Ecorces,  qu'il  se  reserve  pour  en  avoir  sa  part  suivant  ses  droits;)  voulant  le  dit  vendeur  que  le  dit  sieur  acquereur, 
ses  dits  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  jouisse  et  dispose  detout  ce  qu'il  pourra  retirer  et  recevoir  des  diis  droits  suc- 
cessifs, comme  de  choses  a  lui  appartenantes,  au  moyen  des  dittes  presentes.  En  outre,  le  dit  Dominique  St.  Cosme 
cede  et  abandonne  pour  toujours  au  dit  James  May  tout  ce  qui  lui  est  du  par  Pierre  Michel  Campeau,  de  la  ditte 
riviere  aux  Ecorces,  par  une  obligation  en  datedu  17  Oct.  1787,  laquelleil  a  remis  au  dit  acquereur,  pour  en  faire  son 
profit;  promettant  le  dit  Dominique  St.  Cosme  ne  jamais  inquieter  le  dit  James  May  dans  la  paisible  possession  et 
jouissance  des  dits  biens  et  revenus  d'iceux. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  le  prix  et  somme  de  deux  cent 
pounds,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  que  le  dit  acquereur  promet  et  s'oblige  de  payer  au  dit  vendeur,  comme  suit, 
savoir:  soixante-six  pounds,  tteize  shillings,  et  quatre  pence,  a  mesure  qu'il  en  aura  besoin,  d'ici  au  ler  d'Aoiit  de 
I'annee  1797;  la  ineme  soinme  I'annee  suivante,  et  la  derniere  somme  de  soixante-six  pounds,  treize  shillings,  et 
quatre  pence,  pour  dernier  et  parfait  payement,  aussi  a  mesure  qu'il  aura  besoin  du  second  terme,  au  ler  d'Aout  de 
Pan  1799,  et  d'acquitter  toutes  les  dettes  qui  pourraient  etre  demandees  au  dit  vendeur,  ii  cause  et  concernant  les 
dittes  successions.  Et  au  moyen  de  ce,  et  aux  conditions  susdittes,  le  dit  Dominique  St.  Cosme  a  tranfeporte  et 
transporte  au  dit  Jaines  May,  ses  dits  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  fonds,  noms, 
raisons,  actions,  seizine,  possession,  et  autres  choses  generallement  quelconques,  qu'il  avait  etpouvait  pretendre  sur 
les  dits  droits  successifs  par  heritage,  donaisons,  legs,  ou  autrement,  dont  il  s'est  par  ces  presentes  dessaisi,  pour  et 
au  profit  du  dit  James  May,  qui  fera  a  ses  fraix  les  poursuittes  necessaires  pour  le  recouvrement  des  dits  biens,  ex- 
cepte pour  I'isle  aux  Daindes  et  la  tens  du  dit  Robert,  comme  il  est  dit  cy-devant.  Car  ainsy  sont  conveniies  les 
parties  de  bonne  foy,  promettant,  &c.  obligeant,  &c.  Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Detroit,  paroisse  de  St.  Antoine,  en 
I'etude  du  dit  notaire,  le  30  jour  de  Juillet  I'an  1796;  et  ont  signe  etscelle,  apres  lecture  faitte  suivant  I'ordonnance. 

D.  St.  COSME.  [l.  s.] 
JAMES  MAY.    [l.  s.] 
Presence  de  John  Shipbois, 

F.  D.  Bellecour,  Not.  Pub. 

L'an  1797,  le  4  May,  fut  present  Amable  St.  Cosine,  lequel  a  reconnu  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse, 
des  ii  present  et  a  toujours,  a  Jacques  May,  ecuyer,  a  cet  acceptant,  pour  lui,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir, 
une  terre  de  quatre  arpents  de  front  a  la  riviere  aux  Ecorces,  et  cent  arpents  de  profondeur,  bornee  a  I'est  par  Jo- 
seph Bondi,  ills,  eta  I'ouest  par  Joseph  Bondi,  pere;  tel  que  la  ditte  terre  de  quatre  arpents  se  poursuit  et  com 
porte,  sans  par  le  dit  vendeur  en  rien  excepter,  reserver,  ni  retenir,  et  dont  le  dit  acquereur  se  tient  content  et 
satisfait.  Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ainsy  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  deux  mille 
livres,  argent  du  pays,  egallea  la  somme  de  trois  cent  trente-trois  dollars  et  un  tiers,  monnoye  legale  des  Etats  Unis, 
que  le  dit  vendeur  reconnoit  avoir  re^iie,  etdontil  estcontentet  satisfait.  Au  moyen  dequoy,  le  dit  vendeur  a  trans- 
porte au  dit  acquereur  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  actions,  qu'il  pouvait  avoir  et  pretendre  sur  la 
ditte  terre,  dont  il  se  dessaisit  et  devet  en  faveur  du  dit  acquereur,  ses  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause,  pour  lui  faire  jouir 
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possession  et  seizine,  ainsi  et  par  qu'il  appartientira  en  veitu  des  presentes.  Et  pour  I'execution  des  piesentes,  les 
parties  ont  elu  leurs  domiciles  au  Deti'oit,  et  entendentque  le  present  acte  soit  enregistie  au  greffe  du  cointe  de 
Wayne,  ou  prtout  oil  besoin  sera.    Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit  le  jour  et  an  que-dessiis,  et  les  parties  ont  signe  el. 


corame  de  chose  a,  lui  appartenante,  voulant  et  en'tendawt  que  le  dit^  acquereur  en  deineure  saisi,  et  mis  en  bonne 
possession  et  seizine     "     '    '  ""  '      '  '      '  '  " 

parties  ont  elu  leurs 
\A'ayne,  ou  partout  ( 
scelle  les  presentes. 

AMABLE  St.  COSME,  sa  X  marque,  [l.  s.] 
En  presence  de  Peter  Audrain. 

Personally  came  before  me,  Nathan  Williams,  Esq.  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Amable 
St.  Cosme,  who  acknowledged  the  foregoing  to  be  his  deed  and  act,  and  that,  as  such,  it  may  be  recorded.  In  tes- 
timony whereof,  I  have- hereto  subscribed  my  name,  at  Detroit,  the  4th  May,  1797. 

NATHAN  WILLIAMS,  J.  C.  C.  P.  W.  C. 

The  claimant  relies  on  the  testimony  given  respecting  the  claims  of  Jean  Baptiste  Rousson.  (No.  62;)  of  Louis 
Bourassa,  (No.  46;)  and  Joseph  Bondi,  (No.  65) — this  claim  being  the  back  of  the  three  tracts  claimed  by  them. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land;  and 
that,  therefore,  this  claim  be  rejected. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  February  25,  1811. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment:  and,  there  being  no  business,  adjourned  to 
Thursday  next,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

Thvrsday,  Februai-y  28,  ISW. 

The  Board  met  at  nine  in  the  forenoon,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  , 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  (No.  727,)  which  was  postponed  on  the  24th  Decem- 
ber last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  that 
he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  727;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed,  and  a 
plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  the  legal  heirs  of  Jacques  Godfroy,  (No.  728,)  which  was  postponed  on 
the  24th  December  last. 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  they  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  728;  and  that  they  cause  the  sanie  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land" 
Office  at  Detroit. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  claim  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  (No.  729, )  which  was  postponed  ou  the  24th  December  last . 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibited  a  deed,  which  was  read  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Territoire  de  Michigan,  District  du  Detroit,  ss.  ' 

Par  devant  moy,  George  McDougall,  notaire  public  pour  le  district  cy-dessus,  diiment  commissionne  et  ser- 
mente  selon  la  loi,  et  tenioins  soussignes,  fut  present  Madame  Marianne  Campeau,  veuve  de  feu  Alexis  Bienvenu, 
dit  Delille;  laquelle  dame  a  reconnu,  et  par  ces  presentes  reconnoit  avoir  vendu,  cede,  transporte,  et  delaisse,  des 
inaintenant  et  a  toujours,  promet  faire  jouir  et  garantir  de  tous  troubles,  dons,  douaires,  dettes,  hypotheques,  evictions, 
alienations,  substitutions,  et  de  tout  empechement  generallement  quelconque,  aux  Sieurs  Gabriel  Godfroy,  pere.  et 
Jean  Batiste  Beaugrand,  negociants,  daps  le  dit  terntoire  de  Michigan,  a  ce  presents  acceptants  acquereurs,  pour  eux, 
leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  un  emplacement  situe  sur  la  terre  a  present  occup^e  par  la  ditte  dame,  veuve 
Delille,  vendeuse,  dans  le  cote  au  sud-ouest  de  la  ville  du  Detroit,  et  surnomme  le  cote  des  Poutouatamis,  contenant 
cent  quatre-vingt-douze  pieds  de  largeur,  sur  trois  cent  dix  pieds  de  profondeur,  plus  ou  moins,  s'ils  se  trouve,  tenant 
le  dit  emplacement  d'un  cote,  sud-ouest,  a  la  terre  du  dit  acquereur,  et  de  I'autre  cote,  au  nord-est,au  reste  de  la 
terre  appartenante  a  la  susditte  dame  vendeuse,  a  prendre  aussi  le  dit  emplacement  sur  le  bord  de  la  riviere  De- 
troit, et  borne  sur  le  derriere  par  une  cloture  de  pieux  de  bout  actuellement  existante;  laquelle  partake  son  Verger 
(I'avec  le  dit  emplacement,  tel  et  ainsy  que  le  dit  emplacement  se  poursuit  et  comporte  de  toutes  parts,  circon- 
staiices,  et  dependances,  avec  les  batiments  susconstruits,  clotures,  &c.  que  les  dits  acquereurs  disent  bien  savoir 
et  connoitre,  et  dont  ils  sont  contents  et  satisfaits. 

Cette  vente,  cession,  transport,  et  delaissement,  ains^  fait  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  trente-sjx  pound> 
treize  shillings  et  six  pence,  cours  de  la  Nouvelle  York,  egale  a  quatre-vingt-onze  piastres  ou  dollars,  et  huit  cen- 
tiemes  et  trois  quarts,  monnoye  legale  desEtatsUiiis,quela  ditte  dame  vendeuse  reconnoit  avoir  recu  comptant  desdit» 
acquereurs,  lors  et  avant  la  passation  des  piesentes,  et  dont  elle  les  tient  quitte,  et  les  dechai-ge,  ainsy  que  tous 
autres.  Au  moyen  de  quoy,  la  ditte  vendeuse  a  de  ce  moment  transporte,  et  par  ces  presentes  transportent  aux  dits 
acquereurs,  leurs  hoirs,  et  ayant  cause  a  I'avenir,  tous  et  tels  droits  de  propriete,  noms,  raisons,  et  actions,  et  tous 
autres  droits  qu'elle  a  et  pouvait  avoir  sur  le  dit  emplacement,  s'en  demettant  et  dessaisisant  a  leur"  profit;  vou- 
lant et  erjtendant  qu'ils  en  soient  mis  et  demeurent  en  bonne  et  suffisante  possession  et  seizine,  par  qui  et  ainsy 
qu'il  appartiendra  en  vertu  des  presentes.  Fait  et  passe  au  Detroit,  dans  le  susdit  district  du  Detroit,  et  territoire 
de  Michigan,  le  31  jour  de  Juillet,  de  I'an  de  notre  Seigneur  mil  huit  cent  six;  et  la  ditte  dame  veuve  vendeuse 
ayant  declare  ne  savoir  signer,  a  liiitte  sa  marque  ordinaire,  et  a  scelle  en  presence  de  tenioins,  apres  lecture  faitte. 

MARIANNE  CAMPEAU,  sa  x  marque,  [l.  s.] 

VeKve  d\fihxis  Bienvenu  Delille. 

Scelle  et  delivre  en  presence  de 

Frs.  Pepin, 

Joseph  Voyer, 

Geo.  McDougall,  N.  P. 

Territory  of  Michigan,  District  qf  Detroit,  ss. 

I,  George  McDougall,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  for  the  district  and  ter- 
ritory aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  and  attest,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me  personally  appeared 
the  within  named  Marianne  Campeau,  widow  of  Alexis  Bienvenu,  dit  Delille,  who,  in  my  presence,  did  sign  and 
seal,  and,  as  her  act  and  deed,  deliver  the  within  instrument  of  writing,  or  deed  of  alienation;  and  Francois  Pepii. 
and  Joseph  Voyer  did  also,  in  my  presence,  subscribe  their  respective  names  thereunto,  together  with  me,  the  said 
notary  public,  as  witnesses  of  such  sealing  and  delivery:  And  I  do  further  certify  and  attest,  that  I  also  read  and 
explained  to  the  said  widow  the  within  deed;  and  she  wishes  not  to  retract  it,  and  consenteth  that  it  may  be  recorded. 
In  faith  and  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary  public,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial  seal,  at  De- 
troit, in  the  said  territory  of  Michigan,  the  31st  day  of  July,  1806. 

GEO.  McDOUGALL,  N.  P.  [l.  s.] 

And  thereupon  it  doth  appear  to  the  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and 
that  he  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  No.  729;  and  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed, 
and  a  plot  of  the  survey,  with  the  quantity  of  land  therein  contained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit. 

And  then  the  Board  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  forenoon. 

REUBEN  ATTWATER, 
PETER  AUDRAIN. 
JAMES  ABBOTT. 
71  P 
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9th  Congress. [  No.    136.  [2d  Sessiok. 

LAND    CLAIMS    IN    THE    DISTRICT    OF    VINCENNES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO    THE  JIOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,   JANUARY   3,    1807. 

Treasury  Department,  January  3,  1807. 
Sir:  .  '        .    . 

I  have  the  liomir  to  enclose  a  supplementary  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  the  claim  to 
lantl  in  the  district  of  Vincennes. 

In  tliis  they  have  inserted  nearly  the  whole  of  their  former  report,  with  (he  jiddition  of  the  situation  of  the  several 
tracts  of  land,  so  far  as  the  same  has  been  ascertained,  and  have  introduced  some  new  matter,  which  seems  to  con- 
sist of  the  following  points: 

1st.  They  have  coqfirmed  two  claims  for  four  hundred  acres  each,  which  had  not,  at  the  date  of  their  first  re- 
port, been  supported  by  sufficient  evidence. 

•2d.  They  have  positively  rejected  a  number  of  claims  which  were,  in  their  former  report,  stated  as  entered,  but 
unsupported  by  any  evidence  whatever.*  In  these  cases,  the  evidence  adduced  is  now  transmitted. 

3d.  The  act  of  1791  had  authorized  the  Governors  to  decide  on  certain  claims.  The  third  section  of  the  act  of 
March  26,  1804,  and  the  (ifth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1805,  virtually  declare  that  persons  having  claims  of 
that  description  should  forfeit  the  same,  unless  they  were  entered  with  the  register  and  submitted  to  tlie  commis- 
sioners. The  commissioners  have  thought  themselves  bound,  uidess  there  was  a  suspicion  of  fraud  by  the  decision 
of  the  Governors,  and  have  confirmed  all  the  claims  approved  by  said  Governors,  which  have  been  entered  with  the 
Register.  A  nuriiber  of  perfectly  similar  claims  have,  from  various  causes,  riot  been  thus  entered  and  submitted  to 
the  Board.  The  commissioners  have  in  this  supplementary  report  given  a  list  of  all  the  claims  not  entered  with 
them,  which  can  be  ascertained  from  the  territorial  records  to  have  been  ratified  by  the  Governors;  for  it  appears 
very  doubtful,  from  an  examination  of  the  act  of  1791,  whether  Congress  had  a  right  to  pronounce  a  forfeiture  in  re- 
lation to  that  description  of  claims,  in  case  the  claimants  did  not  penorm  a  certain  subsequent  act. 

4th.  Some  additional(papers  respecting  Judge  Vanderburgh's  claim  are  added  to  this  report;  and  a  representation, 
together  with  some  documents  transmitted  by  that  gentleman  to  the  treasury,  are  also  enclosed. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Mr.  Boyle,  Chairman  of  the  Land  Commiltee. 


Commissioners'  Office,  Vincennes,  November  27,  1806. 
Sir:  •  . 

We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  a  supplement  to  our  report  of  the  25th  of  March,  1806.* 

The  paper  entitled  supplement  to  document  A  and  C,  is  a  duplicate  of  the  same  to  which  we  have  annexed  the 
situation  of  each  tract,  already  surveyed  under  the  authority  of  the  Governors. 

As  to  the  claims  designated  therein  as  unsurveyed,  some  are  specific,  and  the  description  of  the  spot  granted  is 
annexed  to  each  of  them:  the  others,  which  are  without  specification  of  place,  remain  yettobe  located, and  have  ob- 
tained here  the  denomination  of  floating  rights.     To  the  same  are  also  added  certain  corrections  therein  specified. 

As  the  donation  tracts  are  all  laid  out  in  a  body,  of  which  a  map  has  been  transmitted  to  you,  we  have  thought  it 
superfluous  to  make  out  a  new  list. '  We  must,  however,  notice  an  error  which  seems  to  have  taken  place  in  tran- 
scribing the  donation  list.  There  is  but  one  donation  tract  granted  to  one  Gabriel  Custo,  now  claimed  by  William 
Bullett.    Those  names  we  find  erroneously  inserted  in  the  abovementioned  document  a  second  time. 

The  paper  entitled  supplement  to' document  D,  is  a  duplicate  of  confirmations  made  by  the  commissioners, 
wherein  we  state  the  situation  of  each  tract  granted  upon  a  claim  of  improvement,  and  whether  the  land  confij'med 
has  been  already  appropriated  or  not.    Additions  have  also  been  made  thereto,  as  therein  specified. 

The  paper  entitled  supplement  to  document  E,  contains  certain  rejections  made  since  our  report  of  March 
•25,  1806. 

The  paper  entitled  supplement  to  No.  1  of  document  H,  contains  a  further  illustration  of  the  case  of  Henry 
Vanderburgh,  Esq. 

A  number  of  claims  appear  in  our  returns,  as  confirmed  by  the  Governors,  but  not  entered  in  the  Register's 
office  by  the  persons  to  whom  they  belong.  Upon  which  we  will  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  a  c(msiderable  time 
elapsed  befm-e  the  act  of  Congress  of  March,  1804,  as  far  as  it  related  to  land  claims  in  this  territory,  was  fairly  un- 
derstood; that  an  opinion  generally  prevailed,  that  grants  or  confirmations  made  by  the  Governors,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  law,  did  not  require  any  further  step  on  the  part  of  the  grantees  to  be  valid. 

That  the  absence  of  some,  the  under  age  or  absolute  ignorance  of  others,  did  not  permit  them  to  conform  to  the 
requisitions  of  the  said  act.  Under  the  impression  that  these  circumstances  plead  strongly  in  behalf  of  persons  so 
situated,  and  that  Congress  may  have  a  full  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  the  grants  made  by  the  difterent  Goveinors 
in  this  district,  we  have,  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  ascertain  from  the  territorial  records,  returned  every  grant  thus 
made,  with  the  addition  of  the  words  not  entered,  where  a  notice  of  the  claim  has  not  been  filed  in  the  Register's 
office. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir.  your  most  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  BADOLLET, 
NATHANIEL  EWING. 
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SUPPLEMENT  D.— Continued. 

List  of  Lands  confirmed  by  the  Commissioners  in  virtue  of  Militia  rights. 


Original  Claimants. 


Quantity 
confirmed. 

Present  Grantee 

100 

John  Culbert,  or  heirs  of. 

100 

Hugh  Denipsey. 

100 

Mattlvew  Dobbins,  or  heirs  of. 

100 

vSamuel  Baird. 

100 

Rene  Goder. 

100 

Epiiraim  Jordon. 

100 

Abraham  F.  Snapp. 

100 

Robert  Mays,  or  heirs  of. 

100 

Francis  Pacquin. 

100 

Abraham  Pea. 

100 

John  Savage,  heirs  of. 

100 

John  Small. 

100 

Alexander  Sampson. 

100 

James  Watts,  heirs  of. 

Culbert,  John, 
Dempsey,  Hugh, 
Dobbins,  Mattliew, 
Foizy,  Franeois, 
Goder,  Rene, 
Jordon,  Ephraim, 
Moore,  Samuel, 
Mays.  Robert,  -, 

Pacquin,  Francis,    - 
Pea,  .Abraham, 
Savage,  John, 
Small,  John, 
Sampson,  Alexander, 
Watts,  James, 


List  of  Donation  rights  cotifirrned  by  the  Commissioners. 


Boucher,  Charles,    - 

400 

Charles  Boucher,  heirs  of. 

Bolon,  Hyppolite.    - 

-    ■       - 

400 

Hyppolite  Bolon. 

Becquet,  widovif  of. 

.           - 

400 

Samuel  Baird. 

Brossard,  Joseph,     - 

-           -           . 

400 

Joseph  Brossard,  heirs  or  assigns  of. 

Couteaux,  Jacques, 

... 

400 

Jacques  Couteaux,  heirs  or  assigns  of 

Crepeau,  Louis, 

-           -           . 

400 

Louis  Crepeau,  heirs  of.           * 

Cantelmy,  Francis, 

-           -           . 

300 

Laurent  Bazadone. 

Clermont,  Lizette, 

... 

400 

Lizette  Clermont,  heirs  of. 

Cardinal,  Marianne  W. 

-  • 

400 

Cardinal,  widow,  her  heirs  or  assigns. 

Clermont,  Michael, 

. 

400 

John  Duly. 

Dagenat,  Ambroise, 

. 

400 

Ambroise  Dagenat,  heirs  of. 

Grimarre,  Pierre,  Sen. 

. 

400 

Pierre  Grimarre,  Sen.  heirs  of. 

Goder,  Pierre, 

.    •       . 

400 

Pierre  Goder,  heirs  of. 

Morin,  alias  De  Valcour, 

Francis, 

400 

Francis  Morin  De  Valcour. 

Perron,  Pierre,  Jun. 

- 

400 

Pierre  Perron,  heirs  of. 

Pettier.  Andrew, 

- 

400 

Andrew  Pettier,  heirs  of. 

Thiriot,  Jean  C,  widow 

of, 

400 

Julie  Thiriot. 

Confirmations  made  since  our  report  of  March  25,  1806. 


Nancy  Levins, 
Josepli  Hamelin,  Jun. 


Nancy  Levins,  heirs  of. 
Joseph  Hamelin,  Jun.,  heirs  of. 


To  the  class  of  improvement  rights  [we  have  added,  as  above,  the  confirmation  of  tlie^  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
Nancy  Levins,  rejected  bflore  (document  E.^  for  want  of  sufficient  pfoof. 

We  have  also  added,  to  the  class  of  donations  to  the  heads  of  families,  the  claim  of  John  Harbin  and  Henry 
Vanderburgh,  Esq.  in  right  of  Joseph  Hamelin,  Jun.  which  we  have  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  Josepn 
Hamelin;  John  Harbin  and  Henry  Vanderburgh  having  produced  no  evidence  of  transfer. 

This  case  had  been  before  rejected,  (see  document  H,  No.  2.) 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  DOCUMENT  E. 

Stace  McDonough,  assignee  of  Anthony  Furney.— The  Board  this  day  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
claim  of  Stace  McDonough,  assignee,  &c.,  rejected  before  for  want  of  evidence,  (see  document  E,  accompanying 
their  former  report. )  This  claim  was  for  four  hundred  acres,  in  right  of  improvement  alleged  to  have  been  made 
by  a  certain  Anthony  Forney,  on  Patdka  creek,  in  the  winter  of  1789  and  1790.  In  support  of  the  aforesaid  claim, 
the  deposition  of  Solomon  Thorn,  taken  before  Pierre  Menard  and  George  Fisher,  of  Kaskaskias,  Randolph  county, 
has  been  exhibited,  (recorded  book  A,  page  327)  stating  that  deponent,  in  the  winter  1789  and  1790,  saw  at  the 
slaty  ford  of  Patoka  creek,  on  the  trace  fromVincennes  to  Red  Banks,  an  improvement,  consisting  of  a  cabin, wherein 
said  Anthony  Forney  then  lived,  and  a  small  field  cleared  of  about  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  acre;  and  that  de- 
ponent, in  the  summer  following,  saw  the  said  field  planted  in  corn,  which  was  then  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
That  Forney  lived  in  Vincennes  and  neighborhood  about  eight  or  nine  years,  and  then  vvent  away.  It  being  known 
to  one  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  then  in  this  country,  that  Anthony  Forney  was,  in  the  year  1791,  a  boatman 
in  the  contractor's  employ,  and  that  the  danger  from  the  Indians  was  at  that  period  such  that  it  is  hardly  probable 
that  any  man  would  venture  to  make  a  settlement  twenty  miles  from  Vincennes,  (the  real  distance  of  the  slaty 
ford)  and  could  remain  there  unmolested.  This  circumstance  gave  rise  to  a  strong  suspicion  of  the  truth  of  the 
statement  made  by  said  Solomon  Thorn. 

With  a  view  to  throw  some  light  on  the  subject,  the  commissioners  summoned  Colonel  Jdhn  Small,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  made  the  following  deposition: 

As  to  the  improvement  alluded  to  in  the  forementioned  deposition,  I  have  no  knowledge  of,  neither  do  I  think  there 
was  any  such  as  stated  by  Thorn  at  that  early  date.  My  reasons  for  making  this  statement  is,  from  the  hostile  dispo- 
sition of  the  Indians  at  that  period.  At  that  time  said  Thorn  was  an  apprentice  of  mine;  about  which  time  I  took  occa- 
sion to  send  him,  in  company  with  others,  to  Patoka,  on  a  hunting  party;  at  which  time  they  took  an  alarm  of  being 
about  to  be  attacked  by  the  Indians  at  their  camp.  The  apprehension  of  danger  was  so  great,  that  they  decamped  so 
precipitately  as  to  leave  a  horse  of  mine  near  the  camp,  (this,  I  believe,  was  in  the  month  of  August,)  which  horse  I 
never  got  till  December  following,  at  which  time  I  went  in  company  with  Thorn  in  quest  of  him,  into  the  neighborhood, 
of  Potoka.  At  which  time  I  found  the  whole  country,  as  far  as  I  went,  in  a  wild  uncultivated  state,  not  a  vestige  of 
improvement,  neither  dol  recollect  of  ever  having  heard  of  anyin  that  quarter  at  thatdate.  Thorn  at  that  time  was 
about  from  the  age  of  fifteen  to  eighteen  years,  and  those  two  forementioned  trips  all  the  opportunity  he  had  of  visit- 
ing that  quarter  about  that  time.    As  to  Forney's  residence  at  Vincennes  I  have  no  knowledge  of,  further  than  I 
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believe  he  had  the  superintendence  of  a  boat  for  the  contractor  about  that  time,  and  frequented  Vincennes  occasion- 
ally- Thorn  served  me  about  the  Ibrementioned  period  five  years;  I,  myself,  have  resided  in  this  country  ever  since 
the  year  1785. 

JOHN  SMALL. 

From  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  above  deposition,  and  the  result  of  the  commissioners'  inquiries  of  the  an- 
cient inhabitants  of  this  place,  who  never  knew  of  any  such  man  residing  here,  further  than  is  stated  by  John  Small, 
and  from  the  improbability  of  any  man  venturing  so  lar  from  Vincennes,  and  remaining  for  such  a  space  of  tinie  un- 
molested, the  commissioners  feel  themselves  under  a  strong  impression  that  Solomon  Tliorn's  deposition  is  untrue, 
and  cannot  deem  themselves  justifiable  in  confirming  the  present  claim;  they  do,  the.efore,  reject  it. 

Stace  McDongugh,  assignee  of  Thomas  Hill. — A  claim  for  four  hundred  acres  in  right  of  improvement. 
Stated  to  have  been  made  by  Thomas  Hill  at  the  Beech  Bottom,  (see  document  E.)  The  deposition  of  the  same 
Solomon  Thorn,  taken  before  the  abovenamed  Pierre  Menard  and  George  Fisher,  states  that  said  Thomas  Hill,  in 
the  winter  of  1789  and  1790,  made  an  improvement  and  cultivation  at  Beech  Bottom,  one  mile  above  Anthony  For- 
ney's, similar  in  every  respect  to  said  Forney's,  and  that  Hill  remained  in  the  counti-y  till  deponent's  departure 
from  Vincennes,  which  was  about  four  years  afterwards.  Solomon  Thorn's  deposition  in  this  case  does  not  appear 
to  be  entitled  to  more  credit  than  in  the  former.  Except  in  Thomas  Hill's  not  appearing  to  have  been  a  boatman, 
every  circumstance  inducing  suspicions  in  the  former  case  obtrudes  itself  to  the  mind  here,  and  the  commissioners, 
under  such  an  impression,  cannot  confirm  this  claim;  they,  therefore,  reject  it. 

Richard  Sinnet  and  Patrick  Carmichael. — Each  claim  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  in  right  of  improve- 
ment, opposite  the  old  fort  of  Vincennes,  rejected  before  for  want  of  evidence,  (see  document  F  accompanying  their 
former  report.) 

The  following  depositions,  taken  before  Joseph  Morgan  and  Jesse  Hale,  Esquires,  of  Mercer  county,  Kentucky, 
appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  commissioners,  were  exhibited,  viz: 

The  deposition  of  William  Hall,  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Patrick  Carmichael  and  Richard  Sinnet. 

The  deposition  of  Thomas  Wilson,  in  support  of  the  same. 

The  deposition  of  Richard  Sinnet,  in  support  of  tlie  claim  of  Patrick  Carmichael. 

The  first  two  depositions  agree  in  stating  that  Patrick  Carmichael  and  Richard  Sennet  were  soldiers  under  Ge- 
neral Clark;  went  to  Vincennes  with  him  in  the  year  1779;  that  they  appliedto  the  Court  for  a  grant  of  land;  that 
the  same  was  granted  to  each  of  them  to  the  amount,  as  William  Hall  says,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents,  oppo- 
site the  fort;  that  they  cut  timber  thereon,  and  sawed  planks  for  the  use  of  the  garrison,  and  made  some  brush  heaps; 
that  they  could  not  raise  corn  there  for  the  Indians.  William  Hall  states  that  they  were  obliged  to  move  over  the 
river,  within  the  French  limits,  to  raise  corn;  and  Thomas  Wilson,  that  he  understood  they  had  raised  corn  else- 
where. 

Richard  Sennet,  in  support  of  Patrick  Carmichael's  claim,  states  nearly  the  same  circumstances. 

Thomas  Wilson  t\.nd  William  Hall  left  Vincennes  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1780. 

Here  appears  neither  improvement  nor  cultivation,  nor  does  it  appear,  that  the  claimants  were  ever  residents  in 
the  country.    The  above  claims  are,  therefore,  rejected. 

Robert  Reynolds,  assignee  of  John  and  Matthew  Garland,  Moses  and  Adam  Orth. — Claims  of  four  hun- 
dred acres,  by  virtue  of  improvements,  in  right  of  each  of  the  severaL  persons  above  mentioned.  In  support  of  these 
four  claims  were  exhibited  the  depositions  of  Solomon  and  Daniel  Thorn,  stating  the  improvements  and  cultivation  of 
John  and  Matthew  Garland,  Adam  and  Moses  Orth,  taken  before  George  Fisher,  of  Kaskaskias,  appointed  by  the 
commissioners  to  take  depositions  in  the  county  of  Randolph. 

The  said  claims  were  rejected  as  founded  on  spurious  testimony;  by  reference  to  the  rejected  Cases,  (document 
E,)  may  be  seen  the  reasons  which  induced  the  commissioners'  decision. 

They  remain  in  the  same  opinion,  still  more  convinced  than  ever  that  the  deponent's  statements  are  untrue.  la 
justification  of  their  perseverance  in  that  opinion,  they  will  observe,  that  the  same  Daniel  Thorn  who  swore  before 
the  commissioners  that  the  former  depositions  signed  by  his  brother  Solomon  and  himself  were  false,  that  he  never 
knew  either  of  the  above  original  claimants,  comes  again  as  an  evidence  in  the  same  cases,  and  has  made  oath  before 
Geoi-ge.  Fisher  to  establish  the  same  facts  he  denied  to  have  any  knowledge  of  before. 

They  will  observe,  also,  that  none  of  the  depositions  taken  before  the  said  George  Fisher,  and  exhibited  to  the 
commissioners,  are  signed  by  either  Solomon  or  Daniel  Thorn;  they,  therefore,  reject  them. 

On  the  17th  day  of  November,  1806,  the  Board  went  into  the  reconsideration  of  the  claim  of  James  Gilbreath 
for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  by  virtue  of  improvement,  as  assignee  of  James  Strong.  This  claim  had  been  re- 
jected for  want  of  sufficient  evidence,  (see  document  E  of  rejected  claims  accompanying  their  former  report.) 

In  support  of  the  said  claim  were  exhibited  the  depositions  of  Solomon  and  Daniel  Thorn,  taken  before  George 
Fisher,  Esquire,  of  Kaskaskias,  authorized  by  the  commissioners  for  that  purpose,  stating  the  building  of  a  cabin  in 
the  year  1787,  fencing  about  one  acre  of  ground,  the  planting  and  cultivating  corn  thereon  for  two  years.  The  land 
is  situate  on  Mehl's  run,  on  waters  of  river  Des  Chis,  and  the  residence  of  said|Strong  in  the  country  till  the  year 
1792. 

By  reference  to  the  document  mentioned  above,  it  will  be  seen,  that,  though  the  former  and  present  depositions 
agree  in  stating  improvements  and  cultivation,  yet  they  difttir  materially  respecting  the  continuance  of  Strong  in  this 
country.  That  variation  in  the  depositions  of  Daniel  Thorn  would  be  sufficient  to  invalidate  his  testimony;  but  So- 
lomon and  Daniel  Thorn's  veracity  appears  very  doubtful  jn  the  case  of  James  Reynolds  and  Stace  McDonough, 
rejected  above:  the  commissioners  viewing  them  both,  but  especially  Daniel,  as  not  entitled  to  credit,  reject  the 
present  claims. 

On  the  18th  day  of  November  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste  L'Esperance  for  a  militia  dona- 
tion, which  was  rejected  for  want  of  evidence. 

As  the  commissioners  had  established  as  a  rule  to  admit  as  conducive  testimony  no  deposition  filed  and  recorded 
in  the  Register's  Ofiice  before  their  sittings  began,  except  the  deponent  was  dead,  or  such  deposition  operated 
against  the  claimant,  and  to  have  every  witness  examined  before  them,  or,  if  at  a  distance,  before  persons  by  them 
appointed,  they  see  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  taking  notice  of  this  claim  which  had  in  their  former  report 
been  improperly  classed  amongst  those  rejected  for  want  of  evidence. 

Jean  Baptiste  L'Esperance  had  filed  the  deposition  of  Pierre  Bonneau  and  Louis  Boyer,  stating  that  claimant 
had  lived  in  Vincennes  from  the  year  1783  to  the  year  1786,  and  performed  militia  duty  during  the  said  period. 

This  case  does  not  come  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  1791;  the  claim  is  therefore  rejected. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  No.   1  OF  DOCUMENT  H. 

With  a  view  to  invalidate  the  statement  of  the  commissioners,  respecting  the  identity  of  the  Cote  a  Beauchene 
and  the  Big  Hill,  (Grande  Cote)  Henry  Vanderburgh,  Esq.  brought  forward  Pierre  Querre,  alias  Latulippe,who,  being 
sworn,  made  the  following  statement: 

That  he  knew  Mrs.  Cornoyer's  father,  his  name  was  Racine,  called  Beauchene;  he  is  not  sure  what  his  Christian 
name  was,  but  that  he  believed  it  to  be  Francois;  that  he  knows  that  when  the  bans  of  matrimony  were  published 
between  Mrs.  Cornoyer,  his  only  daughter,  and  her  husband,  Pierre  Cornoyer,  now  deceased,  she  was  therein  called 
Angelique,  the  daughter  of  Francois  Racine;  that  the  hill  now  in  or  near  the  donation  on  the  Fort  Apparent  old  road, 
and  about  three  miles  eastward  of  Vincennes,  has  always  been  called  the  Big  Hill;  and  that  he,  said  Racine,  dit 
Beauchene,  made  a  house  there  and  cultivated  some  land  thereon;  that  deponent  himself  gathered  melons  therefrom 
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in  Racine's  lifetime,  who  died  in  1764;  that  he  can  now  show  the  spot,  or  very  near  to  it;  that  the  hill  called  Beau- 
chene's  Cote  is  situate  to  the  northeast  of  Vincennes,  near  the  Wabash,  about  a  league  back  of  Snapp's  mill;  that 
Beauchene's  Cote  is  a  bigger  hill  than  the  one  called  the  Big  Hill;  that  the  Big  Hill  and  Cote  a  Beauchene  bear 
nearly  north  and  south,  about  a  league  apart  from  each  other,  and  are  entirely  different  spots;  that  the  said  Racine, 
(lit  Beauchene,  when  he  took  up  the  Cote  a  Beauchene,  rented  the  Grande  Cote  tract;  that  both  were'merely  sugar 
camps,  excepting  the  cultivation  above  mentioned;  that  he  knew  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  called  St.  Marie,  who  was 
late  commandant  at  this  place;  that  he  never  was  called  Beauchene,  but  was  cousin-german  of  Racine,  called 
Beauchene. 

Here  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  above  deponent  had  said  before,  in  the  commissioners'  office,  that  Grande 
Cote  and  Cole  a  Beauchene  were  the  same  hill,  but  requested  not  to  be  brought  as  an  evidence  for  some  prudential 
reasons  which  he  then  mentioned,  but  which  are  not  now  perfectly  recollected. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  above  deposition,  the  Cole  a  Beauchene  and  Big  Hill,  (Grande  Cole)  are  the  same 
place,  as  the  following  extract  from  the  orders  of  survey  of  Winthrop  Sargent,  then  acting  as  Governor,  book  C,  page 
35,  and  the  subjoined  depositions,  will  fully  demonstrate. 

"  Robert  Buntin  claims  four  hundred  acres  on  the  Big  Hill,  about  three  miles  to  the  northeast  of  Vincennes,  on 
the  road  leading  to  the  Lick,  by  purchase  from  Jacques  Cardinal.  By  the  oath  of  Esquire  Edeline,  it  is  proved  that 
Jacques  Cardinal  had  permission  to  take  up  this  land;  and  that,  in  1782  and  1791,  there  were.upon  it  twenty  acres  un- 
der good  cultivation,  to  be  satisfied  by  four  hiindred  arpents." 

Instead  of  a  reference  to  our  former  report,  (document  H,  No.  ],)  we  insert  here  the  order  of  survey  granted  to 
Angeliqae  Racine,  quoted  therein  and  marked  G. 

"  Angelique  Racine  four  arpents  by  forty  at  the  Big  Hill,  granted  and  allotted  to  her  father,  Frangois  Racine, 
upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  about  three  miles  eastward  of  Vincennes." 

It  must  be  observed  here,  that  the  interference  of  the  grant  made  to  Robert  Buntin  at  the  Big  Hill,  in  right  of 
Jacques  Cardinal,  with  the  one  made  at  the  same  place  to  Angelique  Racine,  in  right  of  her  father,  Francois  Racine, 
and  the  last  being  partly  included  within  the  lines  of  the  donation,  prevented,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  the  survey- 
ing of  her  claim,  which  to  this  day  has  remained  unsurveyed. 

Deposition  of  John  Small. 

"  I  recollect  having  been  called  upon  by  Mrs.  Cornoyer,  I  think  four  years  since,  as  surveyor,  to  lay  oft'a  tract  of 
land  granted  to  the  heirs  of  Francois  Racine  by  the  Governor.  I  accordingly  went  to  the  place  appointed,  which,  as 
I  have  understood,  has  formerly  been  known  by  the  name  of  Cote  a  Beauchene;  Mr.  Pieije  Querre,  dit  Latu- 
lippe,  being  called  upon,  and  then  present,  to  point  out  and  make  known  theimprovement,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
grant  was  made.  I  did  not  proceed  to  make  the  survey;  the  reasons  why  not  are  these:  In  the  first  place,  the  place 
pointed  out  by  Latulippe  was  within  the  lines  of  the  old  donation  tract.  No.  24,  then  held  and  occupied  by  Jeremiah 
Claypole:  and,  secondly,  Robert  Buntin,  Esq.  and  Joseph  Baird  both  protested  against  the  surveys  being  made, 
insinuating  that  such  a  survey  as  was  then  and  there  required  .would  eventually  run  through  lands  of  theirs  that  were 
legally  granted  and  regularly  surveyed,  an(;l  returned  some  time  previous  to  that  period.  Upon  which  reasons  I  de- 
clined making  the  survey.  The  forementioned  spot  of  land  alluded  to  within  lies  near  the  Chemin  Laglaize,  or 
Lick  road,  so  called,  about  three  and  four  miles  from  Vincennes,  on  the  west  side  of  Mill  creek. 

"JOHN  SMALL." 
Robert  Buntin's  deposilion. 

"  Some  time  in  the  year  1802, 1  was  called  upon  by  Mrs.  Cornoyer  to  survey  a  tract  of  land  of  four  arpents  by 
forty,  situate  on  the  Big  Hill,  granted  to  Angelique  Racine,  in  right  of  her  father,  Francois  Racine.  As  this  tract 
was  said  to  interfere  with  a  piece  of  land  which  I  purchased  from  Jacques  Cardinal,  I  declined  acting  as  surveyor, 
and  gave  a  copy  of  the  order  of  survey  to  John  Small,  who  had  then  been  appointed  surveyor  by  Governor  Harrison, 
and  accompanied  him,  together  with  the  claimant,  Toussaint  Dubois,  Joseph  Baird,  and  Pierre  Querre,  dit  Latulippe. 
Mr.  Baird  went  with  ail  intention  of  preventing  the  survey  to  be  made,  as  he  expected  it  would  interfere  with  a  tract 
of  land  claimed  by  him;  and  Querre  went  to  show  the  precise  spot  where  theimprovement  of  the  said  Francois  Ra- 
cine was  made.  On  our  arrival  at  the  place  showed  by  Querre,  (which  is  about  three  miles  northeast  of  Vin- 
cennes,) it  was  found  to  be  within  the  tract  laid  off  and  surveyed  for  donations  to  the  heads  of  families  at  Vintennes; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  survey  was  not  made. 

"ROBERT  BUNTIN." 
Deposilion  of  Toussaint  Dubois. 

"  I  was  with  Robert  Buntin.  John  Small,  Joseph  Baird,  Mrs.  Cornoyer,  and  Pierre  Querre,  dit  Latulippe,  at  the 
time  stated  by  Mr.  Buntin,  ana  saw  the  place  pointed  out  by  said  Querre  as  the  spot  called  for  in  the  grant  made  to 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Cornoyer;  it  was  on  the  Grande  Cote,  (Big  Hill)  called  the  Cote  a  Beauchene. 

"DUBOIS." 

Thus  it  appears  that  Mrs.  Cornoyer,  formerly  Angelique  Racine,  herself,  and  her  witness,  Pierre^Querre,  dit 
Latulippe,  when  they  went  to  show  the  place  called  for  in  the  grant  made  to  her,  and  the  improvement  made 
thereon,  at  the  Big  Hill,  (Grande  Cote)  showed  indeed  a  Big  Hill,  but  which  was  also  called  the  Cote  a  Beau- 
chene. 

As  to  the  deposition  of  Pierre  Querre,  (inserted  above)  the  circumstance  of  his  showing  for  the  Big  Hill  the  Cote 
a  Beauchene,  and  now  swearing  that  they  are  two  distinc*  places,  evinces  the  perversion  of  his  morals,  or  derangement 
of  his  understanding,  and  eflectually  destroys  the  credibility  of  his  testimony. 

The  commissioners  deem  it  superfluous  to  make  any  further  comment  on  this  business,  and  adhere  to  the  opinion 
expressed  in  their  former  report. 


ViNCE.MNES,  November  31,  1806. 

Sir:  t,  • 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you,  by  the  Honorable  Benjamin  Parke,  a  statement  of  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute between  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  district  of  Vincennes  and  myself,  respecting  the  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  land,  which  they  say  ought  to  be  vacated,  together  with  sundry  depositions  and  cer- 
tificates, which  I  hope  will  remove  from  your  mind  any  unfavorable  impressions  which  the  report  was  calculated  to 
produce,  and  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  this  statement,  with  all  the  other  documents  herewith  enclosed,  may 
accompany  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  when  it  is  laid  before  the  Committee  of  Congress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  respect  and  regard,  sir,  &c. 

HENRY  VANDERBURGH. 
The  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  qf  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates. 

Gentlemen: 

I  beg  leave  to  trespass  a  few  moments  on  your  patience,  and  to  address  you  on  a  subject,  which  to  nie  is  of  the 
most  interesting  nature.  With  all  the  confidence  which  arises  from  conscious  innocence,  and  with  a  firm  reliance 
on  youi- justice  and  impartiality,  I  will  proceed  to  make  my  statement.  ■      .  t 

'In  the  year  1797,  Winthrop  Sargent,  then  acting  as  Governorlof  the  territory,  authorized  James  Johnson,  Francois 
Vigo,  Robert  Buntin,  and  myself,  as  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  take  in  the  inhabitants'  claims  to  land,  to  examine  the 
evidence  produced  in  support  of  them,  and  make  a  report  thereof  to  him,  which  was  accordingly  done.  In  taking  down 
these  claims,  which  were  very  numerous,  a  considerable  time  was  consumed;  most  of  them  were  given  in  under 
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French  names,  many  of  whom  had  nick  or  war  names,  by  which  they  were  better  known  than  by  their  real  names; 
and  the  Board  understanding  very  little  French,  except  Col .  Vigo,  who  could  not  write,  it  seems,  from  the  testimony 
herewith  transmitted,  as  well  as  from  Judge  Johnson's  certificate,  one  of  the  Board,  that  the  commissioners  committed 
the  trivial  error  of  putting  down,  by  mistake,  the  name  of  a  certain  person  called  Racine,  more  commonly  known 
by  the  nick-name  of  Beauchene,  under  a  wrong  Christian  name;  they  entered  him  by  the  name  of  Jean  Baptiste 
tieauchene,  whereas  it  ought  to  have  been  Francois  Racine,  called  Beauciiene.  In  consequence  of  this  trivial  error, 
and  of  a  similar  one  which  took  place  in  the  secretary's  office  in  obtaining  a  certificate,  which  will  hereafter  appear, 
Nathaniel  Ewing  and  John  Badollet,  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  district  of  Vincennes,  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary and  unjustifiable  report  by  them  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  this  subject, 
have,  in  a  most  shameful  manner,  and  in  open  violation  of  every  principle  of  justice  and  right,  impeached  my  charac- 
ter, slandered  my  reputation,  and  decided  my  cause,  not  only  without  a  hearing,  but  without  my  having  any  sort  of 
knowledge  whatever  of  their  proceeding.  During  the  whole  time  they  were  engaged  in  this  scheme,  they  found  means 
to  conduct  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  conceal  it  eftiictually  from  my  knowledge  until  the  2d  day  of  September  last, 
upwards  of  six  months  after  it  had  been  made  out  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  it  was  dis- 
closed to  me  by  Henry  Hurst,  clerk  to  the  General  Court,  in  a  very  confidential  manner,  at  whose  house  the  com- 
missioners lived  during  the  whole  time  they  vvere  engaged  in  this  oppressive  act.  To  ensure  success  to  a  scheme  on 
which'.fhey  had  set  their  hearts,  Nathaniel  Ewing,  one  of  the  commissioners,  set  out  from  this  place  in  March  last,  for 
the  city  of  Washington,  charged  with  this  report.  Whether  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  it  before  Congress  pre- 
vious to  its  coming  to  my  knowledge  or  not,  is  not  for  me  to  say;  but  so  is  the  fact,  that  it  was  made  out  and  carried 
from  the  country  without  my  knowmg  any  thing'  of  it. 

I  was  never  called  upon  by  the  commissioners,  or  by  any  person  on  their  behalf,  to  produce  testimony,  which 
might  have  done  away  the  doubts  and  difliculties  which  they  allege  existed.  Nor  was  I  ever  present  or  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  evidence  they  examined  on  the  subject,  though  they  appear  to  have  had  it  a  long  time  under  con- 
sideration, during  the  whole  of  which  I  lived  within  fifty  steps  of  their  quarters.  The  claim  being  one  which  had 
been  confirmed  by  the  Governor  of  the  territory,  the  regular  authorized  agent  of  the  United  States,  nine  years  ago, 
and  had  been  surveyed  and  actually  settled  upon  eight  years  since,  and  is  now  under  cultivation,  as  appears  Dy 
Pierre  Queri'e's  testimony,  No.  I. ,  I  therefore  had  no  idea  that  claims  of  this  description  were  to  be  again  agitated,  and 
undergo  a  second  confirmation  by  the  commissioners  after  such  a  lapse  of  time;  and  when  it  was  known,  too,  that  all 
three  of  the  witnesses,  by  whose  testimony  the  claim  was  established  in  1797,  were  dead. 

So  soon  as  this  very  extraordinary  transaction  came  to  my  knowledge,  I  waited  forthwith  on  the  commissioners, 
and  asked  them  wiiether  they  would  receive  testim(my,  which  would  explain  away  the  difliculties  they  had  stated  in 
their  report  unknown  to  me.  They  told  me  they  would  hear  testimony,  but  that  the  report  which  they  had  sent  on  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  they  were  determined,  whatever  testimony  I  might  offer,  should  not  be  altered.  I  then  asked 
them  whether  they  would  transmit  the  testimony  to  the  seat  of  Government;  they  said  they  would:  upon  which  I  brought 
Pierre  Querre  before  them,  whom  they  examined  in  part  only,  as  will  appear  by  No.  1,  and  gave  me  a  copy  of  his 
testimony,  which  I  herewith  transmit  (No.  2.)  By  looking  into  the  deposition  of  the  said  Querre,  taken  before  Justice 
Wallace,  it  will  appear  that  the  commissioners  refused,  in  the  most  peremptory  manner,  to  ask,  or  permit  me  to  ask, 
such  questions  of  the  said  Querre,  when  upon  his  oath  before  them,  as  I  conceived  essential  to  justice  and  truth;  and 
this  undeniable  right,  unaccountable  as  it  may  appear,  was,  in  a  very  positive  and  peremptory  manner,  refused  by  the 
said  commissioners,  when  acting  in  their  official  capacity,  under  the  authority  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out assigning  any  reason  whatever  for  this  unprecedented  decision,  except  by  Mr.  Ewing,  who  appeared  to  be  pecu- 
liarly tenacious,  and,  if  my  recollection  serves  me  right,  mentioned  that  he  thought  it  would  be  admitting  parole  testi- 
mony to  contradict  a  record ,  which  they  had  already  made  put  and  sent  forward  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Here 
I  forbear  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  the  commissioners  for  refusing  this  constitutional  right,  by  which  they  de- 
prived me  effectually  of  aflbrding  them  such  information  as  must  have  removed  from  any  reasonable  mind  those  doubts 
and  difficulties  which  they  say  exist. 

Seeing  the  temper  and  the  manifest  intention  of  the  commissioners,  and  that  they  were  determined  that  I 
should  not  be  permitted  to  ask  such  questions  as  I  thought  essential  to  the  matter  in  dispute,  I  resolved,  under  these 
circumstances,  not  to  go  to  the  office  with  any  further  testimony,  but  to  take  it  in  the  manner  herewith  certified. 
The  law,  under  which  they  were  solemnly  sworn  to  act,  requires  of  them  to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  land 
claims  of  the  people  of  this  country  according  to  the  rules  of  justice  and  equity.  How  far  their  conduct  in  my  case 
comports  with  these  principles  is  for  the  honorable  committee  to  decide,  and  not  me.  In  looking  over  the  report, 
I  observe  they  called  before  them,  unknown  to  me,  Francois  Racine,  son  of  the  late  commandant,  who  is  forty- 
eight  years  old,  to  give  evidence  in  a  transaction  that  happened  in  the  lifetime  of  Mr.  Beauchene,  who  has 
been  dead,  as  proved  before  the  commissioners  themselves,  forty-two  years,  so  that  the  witness,  from  his  tender  age, 
cannot  possibly  know  any  thing  about  Francois  Racine,  called  Beauchene,  or  the  land  which  he  may  have  claimed 
in  the  country. 

The  witness  is  stated,  in  the' report,  to  have  said  that  the  hill  above  A.  Snapp's  mill  was  called  a  Grande  Cole, 
and  Cote  a  Beauchene,  and  was  one  and  the  same  place;  whereas,  he  has  been  heard  to  say  since  that  he  told  the 
commissioners  the  hill  above  A.  Snapp's  mill  was  a  Grande  Cote,  and  was  called  the  Cote  a  Beauchene:  in  putting 
down  his  testimony,  this  mistake  might  very  easily  have  been  made.    (No.  3.) 

With  respect  to  the  malicious  and  unfounded  accusation  of  my  having  obtained  a  certificate  surreptitiously  fiom 
the  secretary's  office,  I  can  only  lament  that  men  advanced  to  high  office  should  be  capable  of  such  injustice  and 
oppression;  they  have  not  a  shadow  of  proof  before  them  to  authorize  censure,  much  less  a  criminal  charge  of  so  high 
a  nature.  Genei'al  Gibson's  certificate  is  perfectly  true:  he  certifies  that  the  error  which  was  committed  was  done 
through  a  mistake,  but  he  does  not  explain  in  what  that  mistake  consisted,  which  was  nothing  more  than  the  mere 
writing  Jean  Baptiste,  instead  o{  Francois.  This  was  done,  too,  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  when  the  time  forgiving 
in  the  claims  under  the  law  had  nearly'expired.  I  gave  in  nearly  forty  of  my  own,  and  a  much  greater  number  for 
others,  mostly  French  names,  many  of  whom  had  nick-names;  and  that  such  a  simple  and  trivial  error  should  bring 
down  such  a  heavy  censure  against  a  citizen,  and  a  high  officer  of  this  Government,  appears  to  me,  though  I  may  he 
a  bad  judge  in  my  own  case,  to  carry  with  it  more  acrimony  than  a  fair  and  impartial  view  of  the  circumstance  will 
authorize.  Another  accusation,  equally  malicious  and  unfounded,  waged  against  me  is,  thatof  my  having  united  the 
Christian  name  of  old  Mr.  St.  Marie,  whose  surname  was  Racine,  with  Beauchene,  in  order  to  procure  one  hundred 
and  sixty  arpents,  equal  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-sis  acres  of  land,  from  the  United  States,  fraudulently.  Here  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  express  what  I  feel  towards  the  authors  of  this  unjust  and  oppressive  attack.  This  is  merely  a  sur- 
mise of  their  own  ill-designing  hearts,  unsupported  by  any  sort  of  testimony  whatever.  I  shall,  therefore,  say  nothing 
more  in  reply  to  it. 

I  think  I  shall  stand  justified  when  I  say  that  the  commissioners,  in  their  report,  have  endeavoured  as  much  as  lay 
in  their  power,  to  darken  and  perplex  the  question  in  dispute,  and  to  render  it  as  complicated  as  possible;  they  very 
artfully  mention  that  I  wrote  for  the  commissioners  in  the  year  1797;  and  because  I  wrote  for  the  commissioners  in 
1797,  by  the  request  of  all  of  them,  as  appears  fronxJudge  Johnson's  certificate,  (No.  4,)  and  because  there  appears  to 
have  been  a  misnomer  committed  by  that  Board  in  w*iting  Jean  Baptiste  instead  of  Francois,  (the  error  which  occa- 
sions the  whole  dispute,)  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  is  conclusive  evidence  of  fraud  and  corruption 
on  my  part,  but  not  on  the  part  of  any  of  my  colleagues.  Here  let  me  ask,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  what  is 
there  in  all  this  which  fixes  any  criminality  on  me,  or  which  indicates,  on  my  part,  any  disposition  to  defraud  the 
United  States  of  this  one  hundred  and  thirty -six  acres  of  land,  to  which  I  never  had  any  claim  until  the  day  on 
which  I  entered  my  claims  in  the  commissioners'  office,  when  I  bargained  with  Angelique  Racine,  at  her  earnest 
request  for  it,  and  gave  her  in  exchange  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land,  equally  valuable,  although  the 
commissioners  labor  hard  in  their  report  to  impress  an  idea  that  it  cost  me  nothing,  but  that  I  had  obtained  it  frau- 
dulently: at  the  same  time,  they  knew  of  the  exchange.  Mr.  Jones,  who  served  as  clerk  to  the  commissioners,  was 
the  attorney  whom  I  employed  to  draw  the  deed  of  exchange  between  Angelique  Racine  and  Desnoyer,  her  present 
husband,  and  myself,  for  this  land;  and,  in  furnishing  him  with  the  nSmes  of  the  parties,  I  made  the  same  error. 
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which  I  never  discovered  until  to-day,  and  called  Beauchene  Jean  Baptiste,  instead  of  Francois:  a  stronger  evi- 
dence cannot  possibly  exist  of  my  innocence,  and  that  the  whole  transaction  proceeded  from  a  mere  mistake. 

It  will  clearly  appear,  from  an  accurate  examination  of  the  Governor's  record,  by  which  this  land  was  granted, 
that  the  commissioners  were  so  little  acquainted  with  it,  and  understood  the  case  so  imperfectly,  that  the  tract 
which  they  say  in  their  report  ought  to  be  vacated  is  the  very  tract  granted  to  Angelique  Racine,  in  right  of  her 
father,  Francois  Racine,  at  the  Big  Hill,  where  the  said  Francois  Racine  made  the  improvement,  which  was  proved 
on  the  oaths  of  Pierre  Cartier,  Jean  Baptiste  Potvan,  and  Ducouttee,  before  the  commissioners,  in  the  year  1797, 
(No.  5;)  and,  in  support  of  their  testimony,  Pierre  Querre  proves,  before  the  present  commissioners,  on  the  19th 
of  September  last,  at  the  time  they  refused  me  the  right  of  asking  such  questions  of  the  witness  as  I  thought  essen- 
tial, that  he,  the  said  Francois  Racine,  called  Beauchene,  occupied  the  land  at  the  Big  Hill  upwards  of  forty  years 
ago.  That  he  had  a  house  and  an  actual  cultivation  there.  That  he  afterwards  took  up  the  land  at  the  hill  called 
Cote  a  5eaMc/je>je,  and  rented  out  the  tract  at  the  Big  Hill.  That  they  are  three  miles  apart,  and  are  separate 
and  distinct  tracts,  The  one  at  the  Big  liill  lies  east  of  the  village,  and  the  other  northeast:  and  that  he,  the  said 
Racine,  called  Beauchene,  was  the  father  of  Angelique,  his  only  child  and  heir,  under  whom  I  claim  (No.  2.)  This 
witness,  who  is  one  of  the  most  respectable  Frenchmen  in  the  country,  and  upon  whose  testimony  alone  the  com- 
missioners have  granted  a  great  deal  of  land,  as  will  appear  by  looking  into  their  proceedings,  is,  nevertheless,  sup- 
ported by  two  other  respectable  and  disinterested  witnesses,  Joseph  Chartier,  and  Josette  Entire,  who  prove  nearly 
the  same  thing  (Nos.  G  and  7,).  It  will  appear,' by  examining  the  record  No.  5,  that  the  surveyor,  who  had  the 
Governor's  order  to  survey  both  tracts,  must  have  made  a  mistake,  and  marked  Beauchene  on  the  plot  made  out, 
and  returned  of  the  tiact  at  the  Big  Hill,  which,  most  decidedly,  is  the  one  granted  to  Angelique  Racine,  in  right 
of  her  father,  Francois  Racine,  as  expressed  on  the  record  itself,  and  where  she,  the  said  Angelique,  settled  with 
her  family  in  the  year  1798,  one  year  after  the  land  was  confiimed  and  granted  by  the  Governor,  as  appears  by 
No.  1.  This  mistake  of  the  surveyor  occasioned  the  commissioners,  in  their  report,  to  say  that  the  first  order  of 
survey,  marked  G,  has  not  been  executed:  but  the  fact  is  otherwise;  it  has  been  executed,  and  the  land  settled  on 
for  eight  years.  The  commissioners  have  thought  proper,  in  a  very  insidious  manner,  to  introduce  into  their  report 
my  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Angelique  Racine,  for  the  invidious  purpose,  no  doubt,  of  heightening  suspicion 
and  establishing  inferences  unfavorable  to  my  chaiacter.  How  far  this  ungentlemanly  conduct  ought  to  be  com- 
mended, I  leave  to  the  honorable  committee  to  decide;  my  confidence  in  the  justice  and  discernment  of  this  honor- 
able body  forbids  me  to  apprehend  that  it  can  be  successful.  They  also  say,  with  a  view  of  making  the  same  un- 
favorable impressions,  that  I  could  not  be  supposed  ignorant  of  the  name  of  my  wife's  grandfather,  (on  the  female 
side  they  must  mean,)  who  had  been  dead  nearly  thirty  years  before  I  became  acquainted  with  the  family.  In  reply 
to  this  insidious  surmise,  (for  it  is  no  more,)  I  can  most  solemnly  declare  that  I  never  knew  his  real  name  until  the 
present  dispute,  although  it  must  have  been  presented  to  the  Board  in  '97,  of  which  I  was  a  member,  but  1  had 
totally  forgotten  it,  as  must  clearly  and  unequivocally  appear  by  the  mistake  which  I  made,  as  stated  byJMr.  Jones's 
certificate,  (No  8.)  The  claimant  having  stated  to  the  commissioners,  in  the  year  1797,  that  Beauchene  died  in  the 
country,  and  never  owned  any  other  latid,  must,  I  suppose,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor,  have  alluded  to 
the  two  tracts,  both  of  which  amounting  to  no  more  than  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  English  acres,  and  which 
was  the  usual  quantity  given  to  a  man  of  a  family  under  the  French  Government.  The  Governor,  however,  under 
the  law  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1791,  is  authorized  to  give  as  far  as  four  hundred  acres  for  a  cultivation. 

But  these  claims,  I  presume,  were  considered  by  him  as  belonging  to  a  different  class.  They  were  such  as  had 
been  confirmed  by  treaty,  as  well  as  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  her  act  of  cession  to  the  United  States,  wherein 
she  reserves  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  all  their  "  possessions  and  titles; "  and  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
29th  August,  1788,  makes  the  same  provision.  I  should,  therefore,  suppose,  after  seeing  the  testimony,  that  the  Go- 
vernor considered  them  as  old  claims,  arising  under  the  French  Government,  prior  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1763 
the  quantity  tallying  with  what  was  usually  allotted  by  the  French  commandant  to  a  married  man,  and  as  such  con- 
firmed and  granted  them. 

1  will  now  bringmy  observations  to  a  close;  and  I  think  I  may  fairly  say,  that  it  is  demonstrated  by  indisputable 
testimony  that  the  J3ig  Hill  and  Cote  a  Beauchene  are  two  separate  and  distinct  places,  lying  three  miles  apart 
one  otj  the  Fori  Jipparent  road,  three  miles  east  of  Vincennes,  and  the  other  five  miles  northeast  of  the  same  place- 
and  that  they  are  not  one  and  the  same  place  as  stated  by  the  commissioners.  It  is  also  clearly  and  undeniably 
proved,  on  the  solemn  oaths  of  three  respectable  and  disinterested  witnesses,  Querre,  Chartier,  and  Entire,  wlio 
were  all  intimately  acquainted  with  Francois  Racine,  called  Beauchene,  that  he  occupied  both  places  upwards  of 
forty  years  ago.  That  there  never  was  at'iy  other  person  in  this  country  called  Beauchene  but  himself,  and  that 
Angelique  Racine  is  his  only  child  and  heir.  I  therefore  flatter  myself  that  there  is  neither  uncertainty  nor  doubt  as 
to  the  facts,  and  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded,  that  Francois  Racine,  called  Beauchene,  having  been  entered  by 
the  name  of  Jean  Baptiste  instead  of  Franpois,  proceeded  from  a  mistake,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  such  a  mis- 
take might  have  been  made  very  innocently.  If  any  doubt  can  yet  remain  on  the  minds  of  the  honorable  committee 
with  regard  to  this  dispute,  it  must  be  entirely  removed  by  reading  the  certificate  of  Judge  Johnson,  one  of  the  most 
respectable  and  independent  men  in  the  territory,  who  has  been  nearly  sixteen  years  on  the  bench  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  most  of  the  time  as  presiding  Judge,  and  who  says  that  the  two  claims  were  considered  by  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners in  1797,  of  which  he  was  a  member  himself,  as  two  separate  and  distinct  claims,  calling  for  two  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  spots  of  ground,  and  as  belonging  to  the  same  person,  viz.  the  father  of  Angelique  Racine. 

Before  I  close,  permit  me  to  ask  whether  any  virtuous  mind  can,  for  a  moment,  conceive  that  a  man  in  my  situa- 
tion, whose  prospects,  to  be  sure,  are  not  very  great,  but  whose  circumstances  are  far  from  being  clouded,  who  has 
been  thirty  years  out  of  forty-seven  in  public  employ,  served  during  the  whole  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  and 
who  is  married  and  has  a  numerous  family  of  children,  could  be  so  lost,  abandoned,  and  depraved,  as  to  practice  the 
vile,  the  base,  and  criminal  plan  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  to  procure  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  acres  of  land  from  the  United  States,  not  for  himself,  but  for  his  mother-in-law,  who  had  then,  and  has  now,  eight 
children,  all  of  whom,  under  the  laws  of  this  territory,  would  come  in  for  an  equal  share  of  this  accession  of  wealth 
with  his  own  wife,  and  which  land  he  does  most  solemnly  declare,  by  all  his  hopes  of  happiness  hereafter,  might  have 
been  purchased  for  less  than  fifty  dollars  after  it  had  been  confirmed  by  the  Governor. 

I  must  now  beg  the  honorable  committee's  pardon  for  occupying  so  much  of  their  time  on  this  question,  and  of 
soliciting  their  forgiveness  of  all  the  errors  and  indiscretions  which  this  statement  may  be  found  to  contain;  at  the 
same  time,  to  express  to  them  the  unbounded  confidence  I  feel  in  their  justice  and  impartiality. 

Permit  me  here  to  add,  the  commissioners  take  this  ground,  that,  as  there  never  was  a  person  in  the  country 
called  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchene,  fraud  was  intended;  and  have  reported  against  the  claim. 

It  is  admitted  that  there  never  was  such  a  person,  and  the  contrary  never  was  contended  for  by  me;  but  I  always 
contended,  and  do  now,  that  the  two  tracts  were  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  father  of  Angelique  Racine;  and  I  have 
adduced  sufficient  proof  to  establish  it  beyond  a  doubt,  and  that  the  insertion  of  Jean  Baptiste  instead  of  Francois 
was  an  inadvertence  of  the  Board  in  1797. 

Suppose  he  had  been  entered  by  the  name  Frangois  Beauchene;  in  that  case  there  could  have  been  no  sort  of 
difficulty,  for  it  is  demonstrated,  and  the  commissioners  admitnt  as  a  fact,  that  he  was  more  generally  known  by  the 
name  of  Beauchene  than  Racine.  The  error  of  writing  his  name  Jean  Baptiste  instead  of  Francois  is,  surely, 
neither  in  law  or  equity,  sufficient  to  destroy  a  claim  so  well  supported  in  every  other  respect. 

Had  the  commissioners,  at  the  time  they  received  from  General  Gibson  the  letter  spread  on  their  report,  ac- 
quainted me  with  the  perplexity  in  which  they  say  the  case  is  involved,  a  measure  observed  by  them  to  others  in 
doubtful  points,  such  explanations  would  have  taken  place  as  must  have  removed  all  their  suspicions.  This  omis- 
sion, together  with  other  circumstances  of  a  personal  nature,  aftiirded  strong  grounds  to  believe  that  it  was  a  preme- 
ditated scheme  to  injure  me. 

What  evinces  sufficiently  that  I  had  no  intention  to  defraud  the  Government  of  the  land,  and  my  innocence  in 
the  transaction,  is,  that  to  draw  the  deed  of  exchange  between  my  mother-in-law  and  me,  about  seven  years  after  the 
two  tracts  had  been  confirmed  to  her,  I  furnished  the  conveyancer  with  the  name  of  a  person,  viz.  Jean  Baptiste 
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Bactne,  to  whom  no  land  had  been  granted,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  record  No.  5,  as  well  as  Mr.  Jones's 
certificate,  No.  8;  and,  consequently,  that  I  was  a  very  innocent  purchaser^  contrary  to  the  assertions  of  tlie  commis- 
sioners stated  in  their  report ;  and,  therefore,  hope  that  the  ultimate  decision  will  be  in  favor  of  the  claim  and  fair- 
ness of  my  conduct,  which,  in  this  case,  was  not  otherwise  influenced  than  that  of  the  other  mem6ers  of  the  Board;  for 
the  claimant  appeared  in  person,  and  supported  her  claims  like  other  applicants,  as  appears  by  No.  4. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration  and  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HENRY  VANDERBURGH. 

Indiana  Terbitort,  Knox  County: 

The  deposition  of  Pierre  Querre,  called  Latulippe,  taken  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  tlie  county  aforesaid,  this  25th  day  ot  October,  1806.  The  said  deponent,  being  duly  sworn,  depo- 
seth  and  saith,  that,  on  the  19th  of  September  last,  he  was  called  upon  by  Judge  Vanderbuigh  to  go  before  the  Com- 
missioner^ of  the  Land  Office  to  give  evidence  respecting  two  tracts  of  land,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  each, 
claimed  under  a  grant  made  by  Winthrop  Sargent,  acting  as  Governor,  in  the  year  1797,  to  Angelique  Racine,  as  heir 
to  her  father,  Francois  Racine,  more  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Beauchene;  the  other  to  the  heirs  of  Jean 
Baptiste  Beauchene':  that  the  said  Judge  Vanderburgh  desired  the  commissioners  to  ask  me,  on  my  oath,  whether  I 
had  ever  known  or  heard  of  any  other  person  in  this  country  being  called  Beauchene  than  the  said  Francois  Racine, 
and  whether  he  was  not  the  ancestor  of  Angelique,  his  only  daughter  and  heir;  when  the  commissioners  peremp- 
torily refused  to  ask  the  question,  or  suffer  it  to  be  asked  by  the  Judge.  And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that 
the  said  Francois  Racine  was  more  known  by  the  nick-name  of  Beauchene  than  by  Racine,  and  that  he  never  knew 
or  heard  of  aiiy  other  person  in  this  country  being  called  Beauchene;  that  he  was  the  ancestor  of  Angelique,  his 
only  child  and  heir,  and  that  he  was  the  same  person  who  occupied  the  land  at  the  place  called  the  Cote  of  Beau- 
chene, as  well  as  at  the  Big  Hill  on  the  Fort  Apparent  road.  And  this.deponent  further  saith,  that  the  Cote  of  Beau  • 
chene  is  at  least  five  miles  to  thenortheast  of  the  village  of  Vincennes,ibeing  three  miles  back  of  Abraham  Snapp's  mill, 
which  is  two  miles  from  town.  This  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  believes  the  tract  three  miles  to  the  east  of  the 
village  was  surveyed  in  the  year  1798,  by  Robert  Bunter,  Esq;  one  year  after  the  grant  was  made  by  the  Governor; 
and  in  the  same  year  Angelique  Racine,  with  all  her  family,  moved  on  the  said  tract,  where  she  built  a  house  and 
barn,  and  continued  to  live  on  it  with  her  family  until  the  year  1803,  when  she  rented  it  out;  and  the  tract  has  been 
under  cultivation  ever  since.    The  deponent,  being  asked  his  age,  says  he  is  sixty-nine  years  old. 

PIERRE  QUERRE,  dit  LATULIPPE,  his  -f  mark. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  26th  of  October,  1806. 

GEO.  WALLACE,  Jun.  /.  P.  K.  C. 

I  do  certify  that  the  substance  of  the  within  deposition  was  interpreted  by  me  to  the  deponent  before  he  waS 
sworn. 

GEO.  WALLACE,  Jun. 

Knox  County,  ss. 

I,  James  Johnson,  presiding  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  aforesaid,  do  certify  that  I  iiave 
been  well  acquainted  with  Pierre  Querre,  the  witness,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  during  part  of  which  time  he  has 
filled  the  office  of  major  of' the  militia,  and  that  he  has  always  supported  a  good  character  as  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Vincennes.  this  27th  of  October,  1806. 

JAMES    JOHNSON. 

September  19,  1806. 
Pierre  Querre,  on  his  oath,  saith,  that  he  knew  Mrs.  Cornoyer's  father;  his  name  was  Racine,  called  Beauchene; 
is  not  sure  what  was  his  Christain  name,  but  believes  it  was  Francois,  and  he  knows  that  Mrs.  Cornoyer,  his  only 
daughter,  when  the  bans  of  matrimony  were  published  between  her  and  her  after  husband,  Peter  Cornoyer,  was 
therein  called  Angelique,  the  daughter  of  Francois  Racine;  that  the  hill  now  in  or  near  the  donation  tract,  on  the 
Fort  Apparent  road,  and  about  three  miles  eastward  of  Vincennes_j  has  always  been  called  the  Big  Hill;  and  that 
the  said  Racine,  called  Beauchene,  made  a  house  and  cultivated  some  land  thereon;  that  deponent  himself  gathered 
melons  therefrom  in  Racine's  lifetime,  who  died  in  1764;  that  he  can  now  show  the  spot,  or  very  near  to  it:  that 
the  Hill  called  Beauchene's  Cote  is  situated  to  the  northeast  of  Vincences,  near  the  Wabash,  about  a  league 
back  of  Snapp's  mill;  that  Beauchene's  Cote  is  a  bigger  hill  than  the  one  called  the  Big  Hill;  that  the  Big  Hill 
and  Cote  a  Beauchene,  bear  nearly  north  and  south,  and  are  about  a  league  apart  from  each  other,  and  are  en- 
tirely dififerent  spots;  that  the  said  Racine,  called  Beauchene,  when  he  took  up  the  Cote  a  Beauchene,  rented  the 
Grande  Cote  tract;  that  both  of  them  were  merely  sugar  camps,  excepting  the  cultivation  above  mentioned;  that  he 
knew  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  called  St.  Marie,  who  was  late  commandantatthis  place;  that  he  was  never  called  Beau- 
chene, but  was  cousin  german  of  the  said  Racine,  called  Beauchene. 
A  copy  from  the  records. 

JOHN  jR.  JONES, 
.  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Vincennes  District. 

I  do  certify  that  Francois  Racine,  called  St.  Marie,  (son  of  the  late  commandant,)  who  was  examined  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  district  of  Vincennes,  on  the  subject  of  the  real  and  nick -name  of  Frangois  Racine,  called 
Beauchene,  as  well  as  on  the  subject  of  the  Cole  a  Beauchene,  (as  appears  by  and  in  their  report)  told  me,  a 
few  days  since,  in  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  him  on  those  subjects,  "  that  he  had  informed  the  commissioners 
that  the  hill  above  A.  Snapp's  mill  (about  five  miles  northeast  of  Vincennes)  was  a  Grande  Cote,  and  was  called 
Cote  a  Beauchene-  That  he  never  said,  or  intended  to  say,  any  thing  which  might  prejudice  Beauchene's  claim 
to  land  at  the -Big' i^iW,  (on  the  Fort  Apparent  road)  because  he  was  too  young  at  the  death  of  Beauchene  to 
know  any  thing  about  it. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Vincennes,  the  3d  of  November,  A.  D.  1806. 

GEN.  W.  JOHNSTON. 

Vincennes,  November  19,  1806. 
I,  James  Johnson,  presiding  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of  Knox,  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Indiana  territory,  do  hereby  certify,  that,  some  time  in  the  year  1797,  Winthrop  Sargent,  Esq.,  acting  as  Governor 
of  the  territory,  appointed  Henry  Vanderburgh,  Francois  Vigo,  Robert  Buntin,  Esqmres,  and  myself,  commission- 
ers to  take  down  the  claims  to  land  of  the  inhabitant's  of  this  place,  to  examine  the  evidence  produced  in  support 
of  the  same,  and  make  a  report  thereof  to  him;  which  was  accordingly  done.  That  I  well  recollect  the  two  claims 
exhibited  to  the  Board,  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  each,  by  Angelique  Racine,  who  prosecuted  the  same  in 

S roper  person;  and  that  Henry  Vanderburgh  appeared  to  me  to  take  no  more  interest  in  them  than  the  other  mem- 
ers  of  the  Board,  one  of  which  claims  called  for  a  situation  named  the  Big  Hill,  and  the  other  a  place  called  the 
Cote  a,  Beauchene.  That  the  Board  considered  them  as  two  distinct  and  separate  claims,  supported  by  very  dif- 
ferent testimony,  as  will  appear  by  inspecting  the  record.  That  during  the  time  we  were  engaged  in  this  business, 
there  was  not  a  single  claim  to  land  passed  the  Board  without  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  commissioners, 
which  likewise  appears  by  their  own  certificate  annexed  to  their  report  made  to  the  Governor.    That  Henry  Van- 
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derburgh,  at  the  request  of  tlie  commissioners,  wrote  down  the  proceedings  of  the  Board.  That  there  was  nothing 
transacted  on  his  part  which  was  not  consistent  with  the  rules  of  justice  and  propriety.  I  do  further  certify  that  most  of 
the  old  French  inhabitants  of  this  country  have  nick-names,  by  which  they  are  more  commonly  known  than  by  their 
real  names.  That  Francois  Racine  is  said  by  all  the  old  settlers  of  this  country  to  have  been  called  Beauchene.  which 
I  believe  to  be  true;  and  that  the  writing  Jean  Baptiste,  instead  of  Francois,  in  taking  down  a  multitude  of  French 
names,  might  very  reasonably  have  proceeded  from  a  mistake.  And  I  do  further  certity,  that,  shortly  after  the  com- 
missioners delivered  their  report  to  Colonel  Sargent,  I  was  present  at  a  conversation  which  passed  between  him  and 
Judge  Vanderburgh,  respecting  his  powers  to  grant  two  tracts  of  land  to  one  person;  and  that,  after  deliberation, 
he  afterwards  confarmed  both,  on  the  principle  that  the  quantity  did  not  exceed  four  hundred  acres,  which,  by  law, 
he  was  authorized  to  make.  Motives  of  justice  and  impartiality  induce  me  to  give  to  Judge  Vanderburgh  the  fore- 
going certiticate. 

JAMES  JOHNSON. 
N.  B.  Since  giving  the  foregoing  certificate,  I  have  been  asked  whether  I  understood  the  two  claims  mentioned 
in  the  said  report  and 'certificate  belonged  to  the  same  person.    In  answer  thereto.  1  can  say  that  the  impression 
now  on  my  mind  is.  that  they  did. 

JAMES  JOHNSON. 

Secretary's  Office,  Vincennes,  November  14,  1806. 

Angelique  Racine,  four  arpents  by  forty,  at  the  Big  Hill,  which  was  granted  and  allotted  to  her  father,  Francois 
Racine,  upwai-ds  of  thirty  years  ago.  Pierre  Cartier  and  Jean  Baptiste  Potvan  prove  the  grant,  allotment,  and 
cultivation,  in  which  they  aided,  in  company  with  the  said  Racine.  The  land  is  three  miles  east  of  the  village  of 
Vincennes.    Decotteaux  also  proves  the  above. 

Governor  Sargent  says: 

"  Angeliquk'  Racine,  four  arpents  by  forty,  at  the  Big  Hill,  granted  and  allotted  to  her  father,  Francois  Racine, 
upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  about  three  miles  east  of  Vincennes." 

The  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchene,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  country,  claims  one  hundred  and  sixty 
arpents  of  land,  joining  the  donation.  The  land  has  been  called,  for  more  than  forty  years,  Beauchene's  Cote, 
after  the  owner's  name.  This  land,  from  the  best  information,  though  not  positively  proven,  seems  to  have  been 
assigned  him  by  the  Government  of  this  place,  upwards  of  forty  years  ago;  the  claim,  therefore,  appears  to  have 
gained  strength  from  its  great  antiquity,  and,  from  this  consideration,  we  are  induced  to  recommend  it  to  your  par- 
ticular attention.    Beaucliene  died  in  the  country,  and  never  owned  any  other  land. 

Governor  Sargent  says: 

"  The  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchene,  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land,  joining  the  donation.  Survey 
the  same  agreeably  to  old  boundaries;  it  appearing  to  have  been  very  early  with  the  family." 

Secretary's  Office,  Vincennes,  November  19,  1806. 

I  certify  that  the  above  and  within  are  true  copies  of  the  record  on  the  books  of  Winthrop  Sargent,  secretary, 
and  acting  as  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  territory,  deposited  in  this  oflBce. 

JN.  GIBSON,-  Sec'y  Indiana  Territory. 

Secretary's  Office,  Vincennes,  November  19,  1806. 
I  do  further  certify,  that,  at  the  end  of  a  statement  of  claims  for  lands,  which  is  deposited  in  this  office,  and 
which  was  taken  by  Henry  Vanderburgh,  James  Johnson,  Francois  Vigo,  and  Robert  Buntin,  Esquires,  agreeably 
to  request  of  Winthrop  Sargent,  Esq.  acting  as  Governor,  the  following  certificate  is  annexed: 

We  certify  that  the  foregoing  claims  to  land  have  been  taken  before  us,  when  we  were  personally  present,  in 
conformity  to  your  instructions  of  September  and  October  last. 

in  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  Vincennes,  26th  of  November,  1797. 

HENRY  VANDERBURGH, 
JAS.  JOHNSON, 
F.  VIGO, 

ROBERT  BUNTIN. 
A  tiue  copy  of  the  original  record  deposited  in  this  office. 

JN.  GIBSON,  Secretary  Indiana  Territory. 

Indiana  Territory,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  said  territory,  Joseph 
Chartier,  an  ancient  inhabitant  of  Vincennes,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  there  is  a  big  hill,  or  cote,  situate  about  three  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Vincennes, 
on  the  road  leading  to  fort  Apparent,  and  which  hasahvays  been  called  the  "  Grande  Cote,"  or  Big  Hill,  and  which 
lies  about  three  miles  from  the  hill  called  the  Cote  a  Beauchene,  which  is  likewise  abig  hill;  at  the  former  of  these 
places  Francois  Racine,  called  Beauchene,  occupied  a  sugar  camp,  about  forty  years  ago,  and  which  joined  old 
Mr.  Delaurier  on  one  side,  and  Dequeinton  the  other.  Further,  that  there  never  was,  to  this  depcment's  knowledge, 
any  other  Beauchene  in  this  country  than  the  one  named  Francois  Racine,  who  was  the  ancestor  of  Angelique 
Racine,  his  daughter  and  only  heir.  Tiiis  deponent  further  saith,' that  he  could  at  this  day  show  the  place  where 
the  said  Beauciiene's  sugar  camp  was;  being  asked  his  age,  this  deponent  says  he  is  sixty  years  old.  The  wit- 
ness not  understanding  the  English  language.  General  W.  Johnston,  attorney  and  counsellor  at  law,  was  duly 
sworn  to  interpret  the  foregoing  deposition. 

JOSEPH  CHARTIER,  his  X  mark. 
Taken  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Vincennes,  this  22d  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1806. 

WALLER  TAYLOR,  [l.  s.] 

After  the  foregoing  deposition  was  signed,  tiie  witness  was  asked  by  his  honor  Judge  Taylor,  whether  Francois 
Racine,  called  Beauchene,  did  not  likewise  occupy  the  land  at  tthe  place  called  the  Cote  of  Beauchene,  who 
answered,  that,  to  his  knowledge,  he  did,  after  the  Big  Hill:  for  the  deponent  saw  Beauchene's  wife  aiding  in 
making  sugar.    The  foregoing  question  was  put,  anil  the  answer  rendered  through  the  same  sworn  interpreter. 

JOSEPH  CHARTIER,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  oh  the  same  day  the  foregoing  deposition  was  taken. 

WALLER  TAYLOR,  [l.  s.] 

Knox  County,  ss.  .        . ,    , 

I,  James  Johnson,  presiding  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  aforesaid,  do  certify  that  I 
iiave  been  acquainted  witli  Joseph  Chartier,  the  above  witness,  an  ancient  inhabitant  ol  this  place,  for  more  than 
twenty  years;  that  he  has  always  conducted  himself  as  a  good  citizen,  and  supported  an  honest  character. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  Vmcennes,  this  27th  October,  1806. 

JAMES  JOHNSON. 
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Indiana  Territory,  Knox  county,  ss. 

The  deposition  of  Jog'ette  Entire,  an  ancient  inhabitant  of  Post  Vincennes,  taken  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  tlie  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  this  27th  day  of  October,  1806. 

The  said  deponent,  being  duly  sworn,  depnseth  and  saith,  tiiat  she  was  well  acquainted  with  Francois  Racine, 
more  commonly  known  by  the  'nickname  of  Beauchene,  upwards  of  forty  years  ago,  and  she  never  knew  or  heard 
of  any  other  person  called  Beauchene  in  this  country  than  the  said  Racine;  and  that  he  was  the  ancestor  of 
Angelique  Racine,  his  only  child  and  heir.  '  And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  said  Francois  Racine,  called 
Beauchene,  occupied  a  piece  of  land  upwards  of  forty  years  ago,  at  a  place  called  the  Big  'Hill,  on  the  Fort 
Apparent  road,  about  three  miles  to  the  east  of  this  village,  where  the  deponent  has  frequently  seen  him  at  work; 
that  this  hill  is  about  three  miles  from  the  hill  called  Beauchene's  Cote,  where  he  also  claimed  a  tract  of  land, 
and  which  is  at  least  five  miles  to  the  northeast  of  this  village.  The  deponent,  being  asked  her  age,  says  she  is 
about  fifty-seven  years  old.  The  deponent  not  understanding  the  English  language,  the  contents  ot  the  foregoing 
deposition  was  interpreted  to  her  in  the  French  language,  previous  to  her  being  sworn. 

JOSETTE  ENTIRE,  her  x  mark. 
Sworn,  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Vincennes,  the  27th  October,  1806. 

GEORGE  WALLACE,  Jun.  J.  P.  K.  C. 
Knox  County,  ss. 

I,  James  Johnson,  presiding  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  aforesaid,  do  certify  that  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  Josette  Entire,  the  within  witness,  and  an  ancient  inhabitant  of  this  country,  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  during  which  time  she  has  always  supported  a  good  character. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Vincennes,  27th  October,  1806.  JAMES  JOHNSON. 

I  certify  that,  some  time  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1804,  I  was  requested  by  Judge  Vanderburgh  to 
draw  a  deed  of  exchange  between  him  and  Louis  Denoyoii  and  wife,  formerly  Angelique  Racine;  that  I  did  so, 
and  delivered  the  deed  to  the  Judge.  By  it  Mr.  Denoyon  and  vifife,  therein  described  as  the  only  daughter  and 
heir-at-law  of  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  called  Beauchene,  convey  to  the  Judge  one  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of 
land,  being  the  same  now  in  dispute  between  him  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  district  of  Vin- 
cennes; in  exchange  for  which  the  Judge  conveys  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denoyon  the  like  quantity  of  land,  part  of  the 
donation  tract  No.  22.  That  the  description  of  Mrs.  Denoyon,  as  heir  to  her  father,  Jean  Baptiste,  was  made 
according  to  the  instructions  given  me  at  the  time,  which,  it  now  appears,  must  have  been  done  through  mistake, 
and  the  same  which  was  made  in  the  original  entry  in  the  Governor's  book,  in  1797. 

I  further  certify,  that  Mrs.  Denoyon  frequently  informed  me,  as  well  before  the  drawing  of  the  deed  as  after- 
warrds,  prior  to  any  dispute  on  the  subject,  that  this  exchange  was  agreed  to  by  the  Judge,  at  her  repeated  solicita- 
tions, in  order  to  accommodate  her  family  with  a  plantation  of  sugar-trees  growing  on  the  tract  exchanged  for,  her 
land  having  none  on  it. 

And  I  further  certify  that  the  land  given  by  Judge  Vanderburgh  is,  in  my  opinion,  fully  adequate  in  value  to 
the  tract  he  got  in  exchange  for  it. 

JOHN  RICE  JONES. 

Vincennes,  November  12,  1806. 

Vincennes,  November  27,  1806. 

We  understand  that  Judge  Vanderburgh  has  gone  into  an  elaborate  vindication  of  his  conduct,  with  respect  to  his 
claim  as  assignee  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchene,  in  which  he  no  doubt  endeavors  to  invalidate  the  correctness  of  our 
conclusions.  With  this  view  he  has,  as  we  have  been  informed,  obtained  from  James  Johnson,  Esq.  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  Winthrop  Sargent,  to  receive  land  claims  in  his  absence,  and  report  thereon,  purporting 
that  he,  James  Johnson,  considered  Francois  Racine  and  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchene  as  the  same  man .  That  this  was 
perfectly  well  known  to  Mr.  Vanderburgh  we  have  no  hesitation  in  believing,  and  the  changing  the  name  of  Fran- 
cois Racine  into  that  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchene,  to  create  an  impression  in  the  mind  of  the  Governor  that  those  two 
names  designated  two  difterent  persons,  forms  one  of  the  most  exceptionable  parts  of  Mr.  Vanderburgh's  conduct 
in  this  business. 

That  James  Johnson  should  have  understood  so  at  that  time  may  have  been  the  (jase,  though  the  last  line  of  the 
entry  of  the  heirs  of  Beauchene,  (No.  129,)  to  which  we  refer  you,  renders  it  totally  unaccountable,  and  the  character 
he  has  to  this  day  maintained  will  hardly  permit  us  to  harbor  the  idea  of  his  being  in  the  secret.  We  will  not  at- 
tempt to  account  for  such  a  palpable  inconsistency,  but  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  reports  of  those  commissioners  to 
the  Governor,  from  No.  51,  inclusive,  to  the  end,  on  which  those  two  claims,  with  sundry  others  therein  contained, 
were  afterwards  granted.  We  also  send  you  the  certificate  of' the  other  two  commissioners,  showing  how  they  un- 
derstood them  when  they  recommended  them  to  the  Governor. 

Mr.  Vanderburgh  has  insinuated  that  he  had  no  notice  of  the  discovery  of  his  mistakes,  as  he  terms  them;  we  do 
not  know  what  formal  way  we  migjit  have  used,  as  we  had  no  serjeant-at-arms,  but  the  enclosed  certificate  of  General 
Gibson  will  prove  that  he  was  sufficiently  informed  of  the  circumstance. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  BADOLLET. 
NATHANIEL  EWING. 

Albert  Gallatin,  Esq. 

November  19,  1806. 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  appointed  commissioners,  in  conjunction  with  James  Johnson  and  Henry  Vander- 
burgh, Esqrs.  by  Winthrop  Sargent,  Esq.  then  acting  as  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  territory,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  and  reporting  to  him  such  claims  to  land  as  we  should  find  just,  amongst  the  claims  thus  reported 
by  us  were  the  two  following: 

No.  51.  "  Angelique  Racine  four  arpents  by  forty,  at  the  Big  Hill,  which  was  granted  and  allotted  to  her  father, 
Francois  Racine,  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago.  Pierre  Cartier  and  Jean  Baptiste  Potwin  prove  the  grant,  allotment, 
and  cultivation,  in  which  they  aided,' in  company  with  the  said  Racine.  The  land  is  three  miles  east  of  the  village, 
or  thereabouts.    Decotteaux  also  proves  the  above." 

No.  129.  The  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beauchene,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  country,  claim  one  hundred  and 
sixty  arpents  of  land  joining  the  donation.  The  land  has  been  called  for  more  than  forty  years  Beauchene's  Cote, 
after  the  owner's  name.  This  land,  from  the  best  information,  though  not  positively  proven,  seems  to  have  been  as- 
signed him  by  the  Government  of  this  place  upwards  of  forty  years  ago.  The  claim,  therefore,  appears  to  have  gained 
strength  from  its  great  antiquity;  and,  from  this  consideration,  we  are  induced  to  recommend  it  to  your  particular 
attention.    Beauchene  died  in  the  country,  and  never  owned  any  other  land. 

The  above  two  claims  we  considered  as  the  claims  of  two  distinct  persons,  and  reported  them  as  such  to  the 
Governor. 

R.  BUNTIN. 
VIGO. 

Secretary's  Office,  Vincennes,  November  19,  180G. 

I  do  certify,  that,  shortly  after  the  mistake  was  discovered  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office,  respecting 

two  claims  laid  before  them  for  land  by  Henry  Vanderburgh,  Esq.  I  informed  him  that  a  mistake  had  been  made 

in  his  entries;  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  told  him  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  go  to  the  commission-' 

ers'  office  to  have  it  rectified:  the  answer  he  gave  was,  that  if  he  was  called  on  he  would  go,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

JOHN  GIBSON,  Secretary  Indiana  Territory. 
74  p 
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9th  CoKRGESs]  No.  137.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  FOR  AN  EXCHANGE    OF  CERTAIN  SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  OHIO. 

communicated  to  the  senate,  january  15,  1807. 

December  25,  1806. 
Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to,  and  in  modification  of,  the  propositions  con- 
tained in  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  it  is  provided,  that  so  much  of  that  tract,  commonly  called 
the  Vn-ginia  military  reservation,  as  will  amount  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  tract,  is  granted  for  the  use  of 
schools  within  the  same,  and  to  be  selected  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  out  of  the  unlocated  lands  in 
that  tract,  after  the  warrants  issued  from  the  State  of  Virginia  shall  have  been  satisfied."  And  whereas  it  is  repre- 
sented that  there  will  be,  after  the  22d  of  March  next,  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  legal  Virginia 
military  warrants  unsatisfied,  besides  nearly  half  the  quantity  of  resolution  warrants,  and  that  the  persons  holding 
those  warrants  do  not  consider  themselves  bound  by  the  act  of  Congiess  passed  the  23d  of  March,  1804,  prohibit- 
ing the  location  of  Virginia  military  warrants  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  rivers,  after  three  years  from  the 
passage  of  said  act,  there  being  no  limitation  mentioned  in  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  granting  lands  to 
her  officers  and  soldiers,  nor  in  her  reservation,  for  satisfying  those  claims  when  she  ceded  her  territory  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio  to  the  United  States,  which  may  cause  much  difficulty,  litigation,  and  expense,  should  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State  adopt  measures  for  ascertaining  and  disposing  of  said  surplus  lands,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  above  recited  act;  and,  as  the  quantity  of  land,  after  satisfying  said  warrants,  will  probably  be  deficient,  and 
the  quality  much  inferior  to  any  land  in  the  State,  the  expense  of  ascertaining  and  laying  off  such  detached  frac- 
tions will  nearly  amount  to  the  value  of  the  surplus  land:  therefore.  Resolved,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  that  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  use  their  ex- 
ertions to  obtain  a  grant  from  Congress  for  a  tract  of  land  equal  to  the  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  land  between 
the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  rivers,  in  any  part  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United  States  within  this  State, 
for  the  use  of  schools  within  (he  Virginia  military  district,  in  lieu  of  the  donation  heretofore  granted  by  Congiess 
for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  Governor  be,  and  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

ABRAHAM  SHEPHERD,      . 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
THOMAS  KIRKER, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
LSecretart  OF  State's  OFFICE,  7 
Chillicothe,  Ohio.  S 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  resolution  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  roll  in  my  office. 

WILLIAM  (DREIGHTON,  Jun.  Secretary  of  State. 
January  3d,  1806. 


9th  Congress.]  No.    138.  [2d  Session. 

RECOGNITION    OF   CERTAIN    GRANTS   OF    LAND    MADE    BY   VIRGINIA. 

communicated   to    the    house    of    representatives,  JANUARY   27,  1807. 

Mr.  Boyle,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Rogers,  made  the 

following  report: 

That  two  tracts  of  land,  of  five  thousand  acres  each,  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  river,  near  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Ohio,  were  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  by  patents  bearing  date  the  12th  of  October,  1788,  to 
John  Rogers,  deceased,  under  whom  the  petitioner  claims  for  himself  and  others.  When  granted,  these  lands  were 
within  the  limits  of  Virginia,  and  are  now  within  the  limits  of  Kentucky.  Prior  to  the  emanation  of  the  patents, 
but  subsequent  to  the  location  and  survey  of  the  lands  thus  granted,  the  United  States,  by  a  treaty  concluded  at 
Hopewell,  with  the  Chickasaw  nation  of  Indians,  acknowledged  their  title  to  extend  to  the  ridge  between  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Cumberland  rivers,  including  within  the  Indian  boundaiy  the  two  tracts  above  mentioned.  The  Chicka- 
saws  having  by  a  late  treaty  with  the  United  States  relinquished  their  title  to  these  lands,  the  petitioner  prays  that 
the  claimants,  under  the  grantee  from  tlie  State  of  Virginia,  may  be  confirmed  in  their  right,  or  that  other  lands  equal 
in  value  may  be  given  to  them. 

The  necessity  of  this  application  must  have  been  suggested  by  an  idea  that  the  grants  from  Virginia  were  vitiated 
by  the  treaty  of  Hopewell.  But  this  idea  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  correct;  they  do  not  conceive  that 
the  species  of  title  which  is  acknowledged  by  the  treaties  of  the  United  States  to  be  vested  m  the  Indians,  annihi- 
lates the  sovereignty  of  the  State  on  their  right  of  soil,  in  those  portions  of  territory  which,  within  their  respective 
limits,  are  covered  by  Indian  titles.  The  right  which  the  Indian  derives  from  nature  must,  from  his  vagrant  hunt- 
ing state  of  society,  be  confined  to  the  temporary  use  of  the  land,  except  to  those  of  which  he  is  in  the  actual  posses- 
sion. This,  it  is  believed,  is  the  extent  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  acknowledged  by  the  treaties  of  the  United 
States,  while  the  permanent  fee  simple  is  vested  in,  and  remains  with,  the  States,  respectively;  or,  in  the  United 
States,  where  the  States  have  ceded  to  them. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  grants  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  John  Rogers,  deceased,  vested 
in  him  and  his  heirs  the  fee  simple  estate  in  the  land,  subject  to  the  incumbrance  of  the  Indian  title,  and  that  no 
act  of  Congress  is  necessary  to  guaranty  the  right. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
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9th  Congress.]  Nq.  139.  [2d  Session. 

LAND  CLAIMANTS  UNDER  A  PROCLAMATION  OF  THE  KING  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  OF  1763. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY  3,  1807. 

Mr.  Boyle,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whonvvvas  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  officers  who 
served  in  America  during  the  war  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  made  the  following  report: 
That  the  petitioners,  for  themselves  and  otheis,  claim  of  the  United  States  certain  lands,  by  virtue  of  a  procla- 
mation of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  issued  on  the  7th  of  October,  1763.  An  authenticated  copy  of  the  proclamation 
has  been  referred  to  the  committee,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  King,  to  testify  his  approbation  of  the  conduct  and 
bravery  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  armies,  and  to  reward  the  same,  commanded  and  empowered  the  Governors 
of  his  three  new  colonies,  and  all  other  Governors  of  the  several  provinces  of  the  continent  of  North  America,  to 
grant,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  such  reduced  officers  as  had  served  in  North  America  during  the  then  late  war, 
and  to  such  private  soldiers  as  had  been,  or  thereafter  should  be,  disbanded  in  America,  and  were  then  actually  re- 
siding there,  and  should  personally  apply  for  the  same,  the  several  quantities  of  land  specified  in  the  said  proclama- 
tion, subject,  at  the  expiration  often  yeais,  to  the  same  quit-rents  as  other  lands  are  subject  to  in  the  province  within 
whieh  they  are  gr.inted  ;  as  also  subject  to  the  same  conditions  of  cultivation  and  improvement. 

It  further  appears,  as  stated  by  the  petitioners,  that  a  number  of  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  battalion  met  at 
Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1773;  and,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  proclamation, 
deputed  the  late  General  Thompson  to  locate,  in  one  of  the  royal  governments,  the  quantities  of  land  to  which  they 
conceived'themselves  entitled  by  the  proclamation.  — . 

It  appears  by  an  original  document,  in  possession  of  the  committee,  that,  on  the  IGth  of  December,  1773,  an  order     /  \  \   \ 
was  made  by  the  Governor  and  council  of  Virginia,  permitting  officers  and  soldiers  to  locate  their  lands  wheresoever     '    ]   |    | 

they  should  think  proper,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  legal  surveys  or  actual  settlements.  -         |  /    ' 

The  committee  cannot  determine  whether  this  order  was  considered  as  extending  to  all  officers  and  soldiers  en- 
titled under  the  said  proclamation,  or  only  to  such  as  had  served  in  the  Virginia  line.      TThe  general  terms  in  which 
the  order  is  expressed  would  seem  to  warrant  the  former  construction;  but,  from  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of 
the  Virginia  Legislature,  in  the  year  1783,  it  appears  that  application  was  made  to  the  Governor  and  council  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  1774,  by  the  agent  of  these  associated  officers,  for  leave  and  permission  to  survey  and  lay  off  the  portions  of 
land  which  they  were  respectively  entitled  to  under  the  proclamation  of  1763.    That  the  Governor  and  council  were 
of  opinion  that  the  claim  of  the  said  officers  was  well  founded,  and  a  commission  was  thereupon  granted  by  the       / 
masters  of  William  and  Mary  college,  to  Captain  William  Thompson,  appointing  him  either  a  principal  or  deputy-       / 
surveyor  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  said  surveys  within  Virginia.      The  said  Thompson,  being  duly  authorized,      1 
proceeded  to  make  the  surveys,  and,  as  stated  by  the  petitioners,  did  actually  make  and  complete  them  on  Salt  Lick      I 
river,  then  in  Virginia,  now  in  Kentucky.     '  The  committee,  without  suggesting  a  doubt  as  to  the  surveys  being  ac- 
tually made,  will  only  remark,  that  the  only  evidence  of  the  fact  produced  to  them  is  a  plot  said  to  be  a  copy  from 
the  original,  (which  has  been  lost)  on  which  is  designated  the  several  sections  allotted  to  the  respective  officers;  and 
such  survey  seems  to  be  recognized  by  the  report  to  the  Virginia  Legislature  above  referred  to. 

It  is  further  stated  by  the  petitioners,  and  also  appears  by  the  report  already  referred  to,  that  the  said  William 
Thompson,  when  he  had  completed  a  draft  of  the  surveys,  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  associated 
officers  for  the  completion  of  the  titles,  proceeded,  in  the  year  1775,  to  the  office  in  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
turning the  said  surveys,  and  having  them  duly  accepted;  but,  as  a  previous  condition  to  their  acceptance,  it  was  re- 
quired of  him  that  he  should  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Grfeat  Britain,  which,  as  a  patriot,  from  prin- 
ciples of  attachment  to  his  country,  he  refused  to  take,  and,  consequently,  the  surveys  were  not  accepted,  and  the 
patents  were  not  issued. 

Captain  Thompson  and  a  number  of  the  said  officers  joined  the  American  armies,  and  the  claims  of  the  said 
officers  were  not  further  prosecuted  till  after  the  return  of  peace  in  the  year  1783. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  passed  in  the  year  1779,  it  is  provided,  that  "  no'claim  within  this  com- 
monwealth for  military  services,  founded  on  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  proclamation,  shall  hereafter  be  allowed, 
except  a  warrant  for  the  same  shall  have  been  obtained  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  during  the  former  Government, 
or  where  such  services  were  performed  by  an  inhabitant  of  Virginia,  or  in  some  regiment  or  corps  actually  raised 
within  the  same;  in  either  of  which  cases,  the  claimant  making  due  proof  in  any  court  of  record,  and  producing  a 
certificate  thereof  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  within  the  term  of  twelve  months." 

It  appears  that  the  said  officers  made  application  to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  in  the  year  1783,  by  their  agent. 
Dr.  John  Morgan,  for  redress. 

Their  memorial  and  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  a  resolution  adverse  to  their  claims; 
which  report  is  said  to  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  committee  have  detailed  the  principal  facts  that  have  come  to  their  knowledge,  relative  to  the  claims  of  these 
officers;  which  statement  of  facts  they  believe  is  materially  correct. 

They  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  merits  of  the  claims  as  made  against  the  United  States. 
The  committee  would  think  themselves  warranted  in  recommending  to  the  House,  "  That  leave  be  given  the 
petitioners  to  withdraw  their  petition,"  on  the  ground  that  they  have  failed  to  produce  sufficient  evidence  that  any 
of  the  persons  for  whom  they  claim  come  fairly  within  the  provisions  of  the  proclamation;  but,  under  the  impression 
that  possibly  such  evidence  may  be  obtained,  they  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  examine  the  subject  on  the  general 
principle. 

The  committee  do  not  consider  the  King's  proclamation  as  a  grant,  but  only  as  a  conditional  promise  to  grant 
lands  to  these  officers  and  soldiers  on  more  favorable  terms  than  those  on  which  the  crown  lands  were  generally 
offered;  such  of  these  officers  and  soldiers  as  did  not  avail  themselves  of  that  promise  and  of  those  favorable  terms, 
while  the  property  proposed  to  be  granted  rested  in  the  crown,  cannot,  after  the  property  has  passed  to  another  ' 
sovereignty,  legally  plead  the  promise  of  the  former  for  a  grant  from  the  latter.  If  a  contrary  principle  should  be 
establisTied,  the  several  States,  and  the  United  States,  now  vested  with  the  property  of  lands  formerly  belonging  to 
the^King  of  Great  Britain,  would  be  under  obligations  to  dispose  of  it  on  the  same  terms  as  formerly  offered  under 
the  colonial  Government,  at  least  to  those  who  were  inhabitants  of  the  colonies. 

Had  those  claimants  applied  for  their  lands  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  proclamation  issued,  it  is  evident 
no  obstacle  would  have  lain  in  the  way  of  the  completion  of  their  titles.  It  appears  that  many  who  were  entitled, 
under  the  proclamation,  never  did  apply  for  their  lands;  that  others  did  after  a  lapse  of  ten  years:  this  extraordinary 
neglect  and  delay,  whilst  it  appears  to  have  been  the  sole  cause  of  their  eventually  failing  to  obtain  their  grants, 
must  be  wholly  ascribable  to  themselves,  and  that  circumstance  must  have  a  direct  bearing  on  any  equitable  consi- 
derations that  may  be  urged  in  their  favor. 

In  regard  to  that  class  of  claimants  who  deputed  General  Thompson,  and  for  whom  regular  location  and  surveys 
were  made,  under  an  order  of  the  Governor  and  council  of  Virginia,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  location 
and  survey  fixed  the  claim,  and  identified  the  lands  claimed  by  the  persons  for  whom  they  were  made;  and  as  no 
part  of  the  lands  so  located  and  surveyed  is  now,  or  ever  was,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  as  the  inability 
of  the  claimants  to  perfect  their  titles  to  such  lands  did  not  result  from  any  act  of  the  General  Government,  the 
committee  are  unable  to  discover  any  principle,  either  legal  or  equitable,  on  which  redress  can  be  claimed  of  the 
United  States.  If  an  inceptive  title  to  the  lands  so  located  and  surveyed  had  at  all  vested,  it  must,  if  at  all,  be 
perfected  to  those  identical  lands;  if  such  title  never  did  vest,  the  claimants  are  thrown  back  to  the  situation  of  those 
who  never  did  apply;  and,  with  them,  are  precluded  from  a  compensation  in  lands  from  the  United  States,  by  the 
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terms  of  the  several  acts  of  cession  of  the  individual  States,  and  by  the  general  principles  and  practice  of  the  Federal 
Government.  •        .    i- 

The  General  Government  has  been  considered,  and  the  committee  believe  correctly,  as  a  new  sovereignty,  erected 
by  a  confederacy  of  States;  its  powers  and  property  were  not  derived  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain;  and,  not  being 
successor  to  liim  in  the  property  he  lost  in  America,  cannot  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  to  perfect  his  gra- 
tuitous offers,  or  be  under  obligations  to  fulfil  his  promises.  The  faith  of  the  General  Government  is  not  pledged 
for  satisfying  demands  which  have  originated  previous  to  its  own  existence;  it  is  only  bound  for  the  payment  of  debts 
created  by  its  authority,  and  debts  incurred  in  the  common  defence  by  individual  States,  which  may  have  been  as- 
sumed by  the  United  States. 

The  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  are  solemnly  pledged  as  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debts,  not  only 
by  act  of  Congress,  but  by  compacts  entered  into  with  the  individual  States  who  have  made  cessions  of  territory. 
The  several  deeds  of  cession,  though  differing  in  I'orm,  do  all  specially  provide  for  the  claims  and  classes  of  claims 
which  shall  be  satisfied  in  lands,  and  then  explicitly  stipulate  that  the  residue  of  the  lands  "shall  be  considered  as 
a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  and  "  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide 
disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever."  Congress,  by  accepting  the  cessions  on 
these  terms,  become  specially  bound  as  to  the  application  of  the  proceeds,  and  are  not  at  liberty  to  divert  the  fund 
from  the  uses  to  which  it  has  been  solemnly  pledged. 

From  the  view  the  committee  have  taken  of  the  subject,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  claimants,  under  the  procla- 
mation of  1763,  have  no  claim  on  the  United  States.     They,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


9th  Congress.]  No.  140.  [ad  Session'. 

APPLICATION   TO    CONFIRM    AN    INDIAN   GRANT. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY  17,  1807. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Morkow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George 

Ash,  made  the  following  report: 

It  appearsthat  the  petitioner  was  made  a  prisoner  by  the  Indians  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  and  remained  with 
them  until  the  treaty  of  Greenville;  that  the  Indians  had  promised  to  give  him  a  tract  of  land  of  four  square  miles,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Ohio,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river,  and  lor  which  tract  they  have  since  given  him  a  con- 
veyance in  regular  form;  that  he  has  settled  and  made  improvements  on  the  said  land,  and  prays  that  Congress 
will  confirm  to  him  the  Indian  grant. 

It  appears  the  Delawares  and  Sliawanees  claimed  to  be  the  proprietors  of  the  land  in  which  the  petitioner's  grant 
is  included.  The  conveyance  is  signed  by  seven  Indians,  styling  themselves  chiefs  of  the  Delaware  and  Shawanee 
nations,  and  was  made  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  to  which  those  nations  were  parties.  By  that  treaty, 
the  Indians  have  strictly  bound  themselves  not  to  dispose  of  or  sell  their  lands,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  any  but  the 
United  States.  .  .  '        . 

The  grant  having' been  made  contrary  to  law  and  the  express  provision  of  the  treaty,  is,  of  course,  void.  The 
committee  cannot  recommend  a  confirmation  of  the  grant;  they  believe  it  might  encourage  intriguing  and  unprin- 
cipled men  in  serious  abuses,  and  in  future  be  a  source  of  much  evil:  but,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  petitioner  having  been  deprived  of  his  liberty  in  early  life,  and,  consequently,  of  an  opportunity  of  acqu,iring 
property  by  his  industry;  and  that  the  principal  part  of  his  labour,  since  he  has  been  restored  to  liberty,  has  been 
employed  in  making  improvements  on  the  land,  probably  under  an  idea  that  the  Indian  grant  vested  him  with  a 
title,  they  think  that  he  is  in  justice  entitled  to  a  preference  in  purchasing  the  land  on  which  he  has  settled.  They, 
therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  George  Ash  be  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  includ- 
ing his  improvehient,  and  the  same  shall  be  granted  to  hiin  on  his  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  agreeably  to 
the  provisions  made  by  law  for  lands  sold  at  private  sale. 


9th  Congress.]  No.    141.  [2d  Session. 

CLAIM  OF   THE   UNITED   STATES  TO   LANDS   IN  TENNESSEE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE    SENATE,    FEBRUARV    17,   1807. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  further  proceeding  is  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropri- 
ated lands  within  the  same,"  reported : 

That,  in  the  absence  of  the  Honorable  Joseph  Anderson,  one  of  the  Senators  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  who  has 
not  attended  Congress  during  the  present  session,  the  committee  proceeded  to  examine  the  act  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, entitled  "  An  act  to  appoint  agents  to  settle  the  dispute  existing  between  this  State  and  the  United  States, 
relative  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State,  and  to  procure  the  relinquishment  of  the  claim  of 
the  United  States  to  the  same,"  passed  November  Uth,  1801;  and  find  that,  in  and  by  said  act,  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee did  authorize  their  Senators  and  Representatives,  or  their  successors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  procure  from 
the  United  States  a  relinquishment  of  their  claim  to  the  lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  such  manner,  and  upon 
such  terms,  as  to  the  said  agents  might  seem  proper;  and,  being  fully  satisfied  that  the  powers  vested  in  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  signers  of  the  hereinafter  recited  instrument,  are  ample  and 
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sufficient  to  cany  into  effect,  on  tiie  part  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress, 
the  committee  have  received  from  them  the  following  insti-ument,  signed  and  sealed  by  them  respectively,  to  wit: 

"  Be  it  remembered,  that  we,  the  undersigned.  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  do  hereby,  make  known,  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  power  in  us  vested,  by  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  entitled  "  An  act  to  appoint  agents  to  settle  the  dispute  between 
this  State.and  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  vacant  and  unappiopriated  lands  within  this  State,  and  to  procure 
the  relinquishment  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  same;"'  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  as  instructions 
therein;  we  do,  in  consideration  of  the  provisions  made  in  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain,  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,"  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  agree  and  de- 
clare, that  all  right,  title,  and  claim,  which  the  State  of  Tennessee  hath  to  the  lands  lying  west  and  south  of  the  fol- 
lowing line,  to  wit:  beginning  at  the  place  where  the  eastern  or  main  branch  of  Elk  river  shall  intersect  the  southern 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Tennessee:  from  thence,  run'ningdue  north,  until  said  line  shall  intersect  the  northern 
or  main  branch  of  Duck  river;  thence  down  the  waters  of  Duck  river,  to  the  military  boundary  line,  as  established 
by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  North  Carolina,  entitled  "■  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  continental  line,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three; 
thence  with  the  military  boundary  line,  west,  to  the  place  where  it  intersects  the  Tennessee  river;  thence  down  the 
waters  of  the  Tennessee  river,  to  the  place  where  the  same  intersects  the  northern  boundary  Ime  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  shall  hereafter  forever  cease;  and  the  lands  aforesaid,  lying  south  and  west  of  the  line  aforesaid,  within 
the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  shall  be  and  remain  at  the  sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  exempted  from  every  disposition  or  tax  made  by  order,,  or  under  the  authority  of,  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
while  the  same  shall  remain  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  term  of  five  years  after  the  same  shall  be 
sold. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  iiave  hereunto  signed  our  names,  and  affixed  our  seals. 

Done  at  the  cit^  of  Washington,  this  twenty-third  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven. 

DANIEL  SMITH,  [l.  s.] 
WILLIAM  DICKSON,  [l.  s.] 
G.  W.  CAMPBELL,  [l.  s.] 
JOHN  RHEA.  [l.  s.] 
In  presence  of 

Samuel  A.  Otis,  Secretary  of  the  Senate  qfthe  United  States. 
.  John  BECKLfiY,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  approve  of  the  aforesaid  instrument,  and  order  the  same  to  be  entered  at  large  on 
the  Journal;  and  the  Secretary  is  hereby  desired  to  cause  the  original  instrument  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 


10th  Congress.]  Nq".  142.  [1st  Session. 

REFUGEES    FROM    CANADA  AND    NOVA  SCOTIA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  DEC.  22,  1807. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  two  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  commissioners  under  the  act  of.  Congress,  passed  the  7th  April,  179S,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

That,  when  the  American  people  formed  the  intention  of  throwing  off  their  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  establish  an  independent  Government,  they  contemplated  including  those  of  the  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  those  of  the  other  States;  and,  with  this  view,  endeavored  to  unite  the  people  of  those 
provinces  in  the  common  cause.  No  doubt  from  a  persuasion  that  the  whole  would  stand  or  fall  together, a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  these  provinces,  which  were,  ibr  the  most  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  the  possession  of 
the  enemy,  abandoned  their  homes,  fled  to  the  other  States,  and  joined  their  efforts  with  the  friends  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

That,  when  peace  was  concluded  in  1783,  and  the  independence  of  these  States  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain, 
these  provinces  were  not  included,  but  left  under  the  power  of  the  British  King,  and,  consequently,  the  property  of 
all  such  as  had  taken  a  part  against  him  in  the  war  was  of  course  confiscated. 

That  Congress,  from  a  just  sense  of  the  distressed  situation  of  those  who  had  emigrated  from  these  provinces  to 
join  the  standard  of  American  freedom,  and  thereby  had  provoked  the  vengeance  of  their  King,  did,  by  a  resolution, 
the  same  year  peace  was  concluded,  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  to  remunerate,  by  a  grant  of  land,  these  people' 
for  their  losses  and  sufferings. 

That  nothing  further,  however,  was  done  respecting  it,  under  the  old  Confederated  Government,  lior  until  1798 
when  an  act  was  passed  setting  apart  a  tract  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  those  sufferers,  prescrilDing  the 
mode  in  which  proof  of  their  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings  should  be  exhibited,  and  appointing  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  Secretary  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  commissioners  to  examine  those  claims,  and  report  on  the 
same  to  Congress;  allowing  to  those  of  the  first  class  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  thousand  acres;  and,  to  the  last 
class,  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred;  making  such  intermediate  classes  as  the  resolutions  aforesaid,  and  dis- 
tributive justice,  might,  in  their  judgment,  require;  and  that,  in  case  any  such  claimant  should  have  sustained 
such  losses  and  sufferings,  or  performed  such  services  for  the  United  States,  that  he  could  not  justly  be  classed  in 
any  one  general  class,  a  separate  report  should  be  made  of  his  circumstances,  together  with  the  quantity  of  land  that 
ought  to  be  allowed  him,  having  reference  to  the  foregoing  rates.  The  period  for  exhibiting  such  claims  was,  by  this 
act,  limited  to  two  years;  but,  by  another  act  of  March  6,  1804,  the  first  mentioned  act  was  revived,  and  continued 
in  force  for  two  years. 

Under  these  acts,  the  said  commissioners  have  made  the  two  reports  in  question;  one  in  favor  of  the  following 
persons,  to  wit:  the  widow  of  the  late  General  Moses  Hazen,  one  thousand  six  hundred  acres;  Elijah  Ayre,  senior, 
one  thousand  acres;  Elijah  Ayre,  junior,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres;  and  Anthony  Burk,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres;  all  of  which  are  included  in  one  general  report.  The  other  report  in  favor  of  two  others,  to  wit:  Chloe 
Shannon,  the  wife  of  James  Noble  Shannon,  and  relict  of  Obadiah  Ayre,  deceased,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres;  and  to  James  Ruland,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  also  in  one  general  report,  without,  in  either  of  fhe 
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two  reports,  any  specification  of  the  particular  circumstances  attending  the  two  cases,  in  which  the  claimants  are 
allowed  more  than  one  thousand  acres  each.  • 

Upon  a  view  of  these  fiicts,  the  committee  doubt  whether  it  will  be  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act,  or  a  due  exercise  of  that  discretion  which  seems  thereby  to  have  been  reserved  to  Congress,  under  a  view  of 
the  special  circumstances  of  the  case,  when  spread  before  them  by  a  special  report  of  the  commissioners,  to  allow 
to  any  one  claimant  a  larger  quantity  than  one  thousand  acres,  when  no  such  special  report  has  been  made  in  his 
favor. 

Being,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  aforesaid  report  furnished  sufficient  evidence  that  the  two  persons  to  whom 
more  than  one  thousand  acres  are  allowed  are  fairly  entitled  to  at  least  one  thousand  acres  each,  being  the  greatest 
quantity  which  the  commissioners  could  allow  to  any  one  claimant  in  such  general  report,  the  committee,  therefore, 
submit  a  bill,  conformably  to  that  opinion,  and  confirming,  the  grants  to  the  other  claimants,  agreeably  to  the  said 
reports. 


10th  Congress.] 


No.  143. 


[1st  Session. 


QUANTITY  AND  QUALITY  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  THE  ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  23,  1808.      " 

Treasury  Department,  January  23,  1808. 
Sir: 

I  had  the  hpnor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  requesting  such  information  as  may  be  in  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  relative  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  Orleans  terri- 
tory. 

It  is  understood  that  the  eastern  district  of  that  territory,  included  between  the  Iberville  and  the  lakes,  the  sea 
and  the  Chafalaya,  or  western  arm  of  the  Mississippi,  is  every  year  overflowed,  with  the  exception  of  a  narrow 
strip  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  of  the  several  creeks  or  bayous  which  intersect  the  country.  Although 
the  greater  and  most  valuable  portion  of  the  land,  bordering  on  the  water-courses,  and  fit  for  cultivation,  belongs 
to  individuals,  it  has  been  stated  that  there  still  remained  on  the  Chafalaya,  and  several  of  the  bayous,  many  unap- 
propriated, and,  although  narrow,  yet  very  valuable  tracts/  The  remainder  is  at  present  an  immense  swamp,  the 
greater  part  of  which  cannot  be  recovered  without  much  labor  and  capital. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  western  bbundaries  of  the  western  district  are  not  ascertained;  and  the  President  has, 
for  the  present,  directed  that  the  surveys  should  not  be  extended  west  of  a  meridian  passing  by  Natchitoches. 

The  Surveyor  General  has  reported  that  the  tract  included  between  that  meridian  and  the  Chafalaya,  and  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  Red  river,  and  on  the  south  by  the  sea,  would  probably  contain  from  one  hundred  and  eighty 
to  two  hundred  townships,  or  about  four  millions  and  five  hundred  thousand  acres;  from  which  quantity  must  be 
deducted  the  settlements  of  Attacapas  and  Opelousas,  and  those  bordering  on  Red  river.  It  is  probable  that  this 
will  leave  near  four  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands.  The  returns  of  ten  townships  only  have  been  received  at 
the  treasury;  and  the  enclosed  memorandum,  extracted  from  the  field  notes,  will  show  the  general  quality  of  the 
land  contained  in  them. 

I  have  no  information  relative  either  to  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  lands  north  of  Red  river;  but  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  the  papers  which  I  put  in  your  hands  on  the  subject  of  Bapstrop's  and  Grand  Maison's  grants. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Honorable  John  Boyle,  Chairman  Land  Commillee  in  Congress. 

The  returns  of  townships  surveyed  in  the  Orleans  territory,  together  with  the  field  notes,  received  at  the  treasury,  are : 


Rang-es  west 
of  basis  meri- 
dian. 

Townships 
north  or  south 
of  latitude  31° 

Predominant  quality  from  the  field  notes. 

1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
4 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1  north, 

1  north, 

2  north, 

3  north, 
3  north, 
3  north, 
5  south, 
5  south, 
5  south, 
5  south. 

Excepting  a  small  quantity  of  rich  lan^l,  mostly  poor  sandy  pine  land. 

In  hickory  and  oak  woods,  rich;  in  pine,  lands  poor;  pine  predominant. 

With  some  exception,  sandy  and  broken  land. 

Nearly  equal  proportions  of  poor,  broken,  hilly,  middling,  and  rich  lands. 

All  pine  land,  some  poor,  some  middling,  some  broken  and  hilly. 

Some  rich  bottom;  middling  and  poor  land  nearly  equal;  pine. 

With  small  exception,  nearly  equal  part  of  poor  level  land  and  prairie. 

Generally  poor  level  lands,  and  prairies,  interspersed  with  pine  woods. 

Generally  rich  lands,  the  rest  level  sandy  land  in  lofty  pines. 

Level  land  of  middle  quality;  good  pine  timber. 

The.  whole  containing,  ---..--  231,894  acres. 

Mr.  Pease,  in  his  letter  of  ,5th' November,  1807,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Fitz,  states  that  the  territory  contains 
one  hundred  and  eighty  or  tjwo  hundred  townships,  from  which  deduct  the  above  ten  townships,  and  between  one 
hundred  and  seventy  or  one  hundred  and  ninety  remain  to  be  surveyed, 

10  townships,  ---....-  231,894  acres. 

190      do.  ----....  4,370,000 


Estimate  of  the  Comptrolier  of  the  territory  west  of  Mississippi, 


4,601,894 


1808.1 


ALTERATIONS   PROPOSED   IN   SURVEYING  PUBLIC   LANDS,  &c.     587 


lOtbCoxRREss.]  ]>Jq,  144,  [1st  Session. 

CLAIMANTS   UNDER   THE   GEORGIA   GRANTS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    SENATE,    FEBRUARY  5,    1808. 

To  the  honorable  Ike  Senate  and  the  honorable  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled:  the  rcspeclfid  memorial  and  petition  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  Fork,  showeth: 

That  they  became  purchasers  under  various  circumstances,  and  at  different  times  and  prices,  of  large  tracts  of 
land,  within  (he  limits' of  tlie  lands  granted  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  sundry  companies,  lying  in  the  waters  of  the 
Tennessee,  Tombigbee,  and  Mississippi  rivers;  that  your  memorialists,  confiding  in  the  validity  of  the  grants  of  said 
State,  and  having  no  knowledge  or  suspicion  of  any  matter  or  cause  that  could  affect  the  title  founded  thereon,  paid 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  lands  thus  purchased 'by  them;  that,  after  the  said  grants  had  been  declared  void  by  a 
subsequent  Legislature  of  the  said  State  of  Georgia,  and  after  that  State  had  made  a  cession  to  the  United  States, 
with  a  resfervation  of  five  millions  of  acres  of  the  said  land  to  be  applied,  as  your  memorialists  understood  at  the 
time,  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  claims  on  the  said  land,  on  the  ground  of  a  reasonable  and  equitable  compromise, 
they  have  waited  for  several  years  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  some  such  compromise  would  have  been  made, 
but  have  been  hitherto  disappointed:  on  the  contrary,  the  United  States  are  proceeding  to  sell  certain  parts  of  the 
said  lands,  and  Congress  have  passed  an  act  or  acts  making  it  unlawful  for  your  memorialists  and  others  claiming 
under  the  original  grants  of  the  said  State  of  Georgia,  to  exert  those  acts  of  ownership  which  would  have  led  to 
a  regular  judicial  examination  and  decision  of  their  right,  and  which  the  laws  permit  in  ordinary  cases. 

\  our  memorialists  were,  and  still  are,  desirous  of  submitting  their  rights  to  a  regular  examination,  in  any  tribunal 
competent  to  give  a  final  judgment:  this  they  respectfully  solicit,  and  claim  as  a  right  founded  on  natural  justice,  and 
the  sacred  principles  of  our  free  constitution  declaring  to  your  honorable  body  that  they  are  still  willing,  as  they 
have  always  been,  to  submit  to  any  reasonable  terms  of  compromise,  on  an  agreement  for  that  purpose,  or  to  submit 
their  claims  to  the  arbitration  of  honorable  and  intelligent  men. 

Your  memorialists  appeal  wrth  confidence  to  your  honorable-body,  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  liberty,  and  the 
just  rights  of  the  citizens,  that  you  will  in  your  wisdom  provide  a  method  by  which  they  rhay  bring  their  claims 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  who  alone  have  cognizance  of  controversies  where  the  United  States 
are  a  party,  in  order  to  a  definitive  judgment  thereon;  or  that  you  will  authorize  an  equitable  compensation  to  be  made 
to  them  by  agreement,  arbitration,  or  otherwise,  in  lieu  thereof;  and  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

G.  Ludlow,  John  F.  Champlin, 

Benjamin  G.  Minturn,  B.  W,  Livingston, 

John  R.  Wheaton,  Leonard  Bleecker, 

Daniel  Boardman,  for  self  and?  Peter  Griffin, 

Thomas  Hunt,  3  Nathl.  Prime, 

Jonathan  Ogden,  Alexander  Macomb, 

Alexander  Macomb,  assignee  to  7        Henry  W.  Pierpoint,  executor 
the  estate  of  Comfort  Sands,  i     of  the  estate  of  Wm.  Constable. 


lOthCoxGRBSS.]  No.  145.  [Ist  Session. 

ALTERATION   PROPOSED   IN   SURVEYING  THE  PL'BLIC  LANDS  IN  ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,    FEBRUARY  22,  1808. 

Treasury  Department,  December  19,  1807. 
Sir: 

I  understand  that  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  valuable  vacant  land  in  the  territory  of  Orleans,  lying  in 
narrow  strips  along  the  margins  of  rivers  and  bayous,  and  surrounded  by  extensive  tracts  of  inundated  land,  which 
cannot  at  present  be  sold.  The  laws  have  directed  that  the  public  lands  of  that  territory  should  be  surveyed  and 
divided,  as  nearly  as  the  nature  of  the  country  will  admit,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  in  relation  to 
the  other  public  lands.  And  neither  Mr.  Briggs  nor  Mr.  Pease  have  thought  themselves  under  that  clause  at  liberty 
to  adopt  a  ditterent  mode  of  surveying;  that  of  regular  townships  and  sections,  divided  by  north  and  south,  and  east 
and  west  lines,  being  practicable,  although  inconvenieiit,  and  attended  with  the  useless  expense  of  dividing  an  un- 
saleable swamp  into  sections. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  surveying  of  such  lands  within  the  alluvial 
country  as  may  be  now  inhabited,  into  tracts  not  exceeding  a  certain  number  of  acres,  but  without  restrictions  of 
shape,  or  obligation  of  surveying  the  adjacent  lands. 
I  enclose  copies  of  the  correspondence  on  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Honorable  John  Boyle,  Chairman  Land  Committee. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Isaac  Briggs,  Esquire,  surveyor,  fyc.  Washington,  M.  T 

dated 

Treasury  Department,  May  27,  1805. 

The  obstacles  which  an  alluvial  and  inundated  country  offers  to  cultivation  and  surveying  will  undoubtedly  ren- 
der many  deviations  from  the  usual  method  necessary;  and,  before  any  plan  whatever  shall  be  adopted,  your  opinion, 
founded  on  such  local  information  as  you  may  have  obtained,  is  requested.  It  appears  to  me  that,  in  the  alluvial 
country,  those  parts  only  which  now  are,  or  by  a  low  levee  may  immediately  be  rendered  fit  for  cultivation,  ought 
to  be  surveyed.  This  will  confine  us  to  the  banks  of  rivers,  bayous,  and  lakes;  but  a  fixed  average  depth,  perhaps, 
of  one  mile,  though  extending  within  the  inundated  country,  may  be  given  to  each  tract;  and  however  partial  or  irregu- 
lar the  surveys,  they  should  be  connected  one  with  another,  and  all  of  them  with  some  correctly  ascertained  basis.    I 
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throw,  for  the  present,  those  hints  merely  for  your  consideration;  and  I  will  also  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  a  basis,  which 
would  connect  the  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi  with  those  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  would  be  the  most  eligible. 
As  the  Chafalaya  begins  about  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  which  are  as- 
stronoinically  ascertained,  a  due  west  line  from  some  point  on  the  Mississippi,  between  those  two  points,  say  at  31°, 
seems  to  be  recommended  as  a  proper  basis,  from  the  consideration  of  its  keeping  more  clear  of  the  alluvial  country 
than  any  other  direction.  A  meridian,  extending  from  the  Red  river  to  the  seashore,  sufficiently  west  to  be  clear  of 
■the  Mississippi  inurtdations,  might  afterwards  be  run.  The  most  eligible  spot,  exclusively  of  local  considerations, 
from  which  to  begin  that  meridian  on  Red  river,  would  be  Natchitoches,  and,  next  to  it,  the  Rapids. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Inaac  Briggs,  Esq.  Surveyor  General,  Washington,  M.  T. 

Treasury  Department,  JwZy  2,  1805. 
3dly.  So  much  of  the  alluvial  or  inundated  country,  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fourche  on  the  east» 
and  the  Chafalaya  on  the  west,  and  also  west  of  Chafalaya,  as  may  be  considered  at  present  to  be  fit  for  cultivation- 
It  is  believed  that  no  part  of  that  large  extent  can  now  be  inhabited,  except  some  margins  along  the  several  streams 
or  bayous,  as  is  the  case  along  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fourche.  The  best  mode,  therefore,  which  presents  itself, 
is  to  meander  the  principal  streams,  and  particularly  the  Chafalaya,  from  its  commencement  to  its  discharge  into 
the  sea,  and  its  water  communications  with  the  rivers  Opelousa,  Attacapa,  and  Feche,  surveying,  at  the  same  time, 
on  each  margin,  and  in  the  best  manner  which  the  nature  of  the  country  will  admit,  tracts  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  having  as  much  front,  in  proportion  to  their  depth,  as  has  been  usual  in  Lower  Louisiana.  But  the  best 
method  of  executing  this  part  of  the  work  is,  nevertheless,  left  discretionary  with  you,  only  observing  that,  althougli 
townships  cannot  be  laid  out,  yet  the  surveys  executed  there  should  be  connected  in  some  manner  with  some 
known  point  on  the  Mississippi,  and  with  some  part  of  the  ranges  of  townships  hereafter  mentioned.  I  will  also 
add,  that,  as  the  mouth  of  the  river  Feche  is  understood  to  afford  the  best  harbor  between  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  that  of  the  Trinity  river,  a  survey  of  the  Chafalaya,  from  its  commencement  (in  or  about  thirty-one  degrees 
north  latitude,)  to  the  place  where  it  is  said  to  communicate  with  the  Feche,  and  thence  by  such  communication, 
anil  down  the  Feche,  to  the  seashore,  is  considered  as  important,  and  the  first  part  of  the  work  to  be  executed.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  Mississippi  itself,  nor  of  the  lands  lying  either  in  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  or  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  east  of  the  Fmirche,  on  a  presumption  that  no  body  of  land  reinains  there  vacant  \vhich  would  defray  the 
expense  of  a  general  survey.  If  you  shall  think,  however,  that  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi,  at  least  from  Concord 
to  the  settlements  of  Pointe  Coupee,  is  susceptible  of  immediate  cultivation,  you  may  survey  the  same  as  the  other 
rivers  of  that  alluvial  tract. 

4thly.  As  many  ranges  of  township  to  be  laid  out  west  of  Chafalaya,  and  of  its  inundation,  and  from  Red  river 
to  the  seashore,  as  the  funds  appropriated  by  Congress  will  permit  us  to  survey,  not  going,  however,  further  west 
than  the  meridian  of  Natchitoches.  In  relation  to  this  last  part  of  the  work,  you  will  be  pleased  to  attend  to  the 
following  circumstances:  1st.  Although  those  townships  must  commence  at  some  distance  from  the  Mississippi,  it 
is  necessary,  nevertheless,  that  they  should  be  connected  bv  a  line  running  due  east  and  west,  and  accurately  sur- 
veyed, with  some  known  point  on  that  river;  and  the  31st  degree  of  latitudie,  as  a  continuation  of  Mr.  Elliott's  boun- 
dary line,  seems  the  most  eligible.  2dly.  In  that  part  of  the  country  which  has  already  been  granted  to  individuals, 
and  is  actually  inhabited,  including  the  several  districts  of  Attacapas,  Opelousa,  Avoyette,  and  Rapids,  the  exterior 
lines  only  of  the  townships  should  be  run,  until  the  claims  shall  have  been  ascertained  according  to  law,  when  the 
subdivisions  will,  of  course,  be  made:  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  inform  both  the  white  inhabitants  and  several  small 
tribes  of  Indians,  who  are  scattered  through  that  territory,  that  the  running  of  such  lines  will  not  in  the  least  affect 
their  rightful  claims,  and  that  the  object  is  only  to  ascertain  •the  vacant  land,  and  to  connect  the  whole  together. 

TThe  country  is  yet  so  little  known  here,  that,  notwithstanding  the  discretion  vested  in  you,  it  will,  perhaps,  be 
found  that  some  of  the  above  instructions,  which  you  might  consider  as  imperative,  cannot  be  carried  into  effect- 
In  points  which  will  not  to  yourself  appear  very  important,  and  may  not  admit  of  delay,  you  may  make  such  altera- 
tions as  you  will  think  necessary.  But  it  will  be  more  acceptable,  in  essential  points,  that  you  should  state  the 
objections  and  propose  a  substitute.  In  whatever  manner  the  surveys  may  be  executed,  your  assistants  must  be 
directed  to  make  a  very  correct  return  of  the  nature  and  growth  of  the  soil,  of  the  depth  of  the  rivers  or  bayous,  of 
the  elevation  of  the  waters  during  the  inundation,  and  of  their  greatest  depression,  and  particularly  of  the  depth  of 
the  lands  not  liable  to  be  inundated,  or  which  may  be  protected  by  a  low  levee. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Isaac  Briggs,  Esquire,  late  Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States'  lands  south  of  the 
Tennessee,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 

Washington,  M.T.  31s/  of  the  8th  month,  1805. 

In  obedience  to  thy  request,  in  thy  letter  of  May  27,  I  now  offer  an  opinion,  founded  on  such  local  information 
as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  of  the  method  of  survey  best  adapted  to  the  alluvial  country  on  the  Mississippi  river. 
My  idea  coincides  with  thine,  "  that  those  parts  only  which  now  are,  or  by  a  low  levee  may  immediately  be  ren- 
dered fit  for  cultivation,  ought  to  be  surveyed."  And,  although  "  this  will  confine  us  to  the  banks  of  rivers,  bayous, 
and  lakes,"  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  lines  of  division  ought  still  to  be  in  the  direction  of  meridians  and  parallels  of 
latitude,  and  situated  where  they  would  be  if  the  township  and  section  lines  were  traced  throughout.  In  this 
way,  the  forms  of  the  several  parcels  of  land  would  be  less  irregular,  and  a  general  connexion  with  any  well  ascer- 
t.<iined  point  or  basis  more  easily  obtained  than  by  the  method  adopted  by  the  former  Government.  In  the  way 
proposed,  no  front  could  have  to  the  side  lines  a  greater  obliquity  than  forty-five  d-jgrees;  arid  if,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  the  swamps  should  be  reclaimed,  simply  producing  the  lines  will  connect  the  surveys  in  a  regular  man- 
ner with  those  in  such  parts  as  are  at  present  capable  of  cultivation.  The  principle  on  which  surveys  were  made 
under  the  preceding  Government,  seems  to  be  a  front  on  some  water-course,  and  side  lines  at  right  angles  from  the 
extremities  of  that  tront.  Those  side  lines  often  converge  to  a  point,  and  frequently  diverge  to  a  great  extent,  as 
the  front  happerts  to  convex  or  concave.  The  average  depth  allowed  by  grants  from  the  Spanish  Government  is, 
1  am  informed,  forty  arpents,  equal  to  one  English  mile  and  five-elevenths.  This  is  supposed  to  be  generally  the 
direct  distance  from  the  water-course  back  to  the  swamp. 

As  there  must  be,  for  many  years  to  come,  extensive  intervals  of  inundated  and  uninhabitable  swamp  between 
the  habitable  margins  of  the  livers,  bayous,  and  lakes  south  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  east  of  a  meridian  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  west  of  Chafalaya,  the  best  chains  of  connexion  with  any  well  ascertained  basis  will,  in  my  estimation,  be  a 
careful  and  accurate  survey  of  each  river,  bayou,  and  lake,  in  the  alluvial  country.  On  this  survey,  as  many  obser- 
vations for  determining  latitudes  and  longitudes  as  circumstances  will  admit  should  be  taken,  and  the  calculations 
referred  to  the  Surveyor  General's  office. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Selh  Pease,  Esquire,  Surveyor  General,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 

Washington,  M.  T.  June  30,  1807. 
I  find,  in  your  letters  of  the  97th  of  May  and  2d  July,  1805,  and  in  Mr.  Briggs's  letter  of  the  31st  of  the  8th 
month,  of  the  same  year,  some  remarks  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  surveying  that  part  of  the  alluvial  country  be- 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fourche  on  the  east,  and  the  Chafalaya  on  the  west,  and  also  west  of  the  Chafalaya, 
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as  may  be  considered  at  present  fit  for  cultivation.  As  this  will  become  a  matter  of  considerable  importance,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  making  the  following  remarks: 

1st.  That  the  mode  you  have  pointed  out  appears  to  be  the  [most]  eligible  of  the  two,  as  it  divides  the  front  of 
the  tract  more  equally  than  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Briggs,  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  greatly  enhance  the  average 
value  of  the  tracts. 

2dly.  The  remaining  part  will  probably  remain  unsurveyed  and  unsold  for  many  years,  and,  when  sold,  it  will 
probably  be  purchased  by  companies  (possessed  of  large  capitals)  in  large  tracts,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  reclaim 
the  land  from  the  sea,  or  inundation  of  the  Mississippi;  the  timber,  however,  may  soon  become  a  sufficient  object  to 
individuals  to  induce  them  to  purchase,  where  it  can  be  managed  to  advantage. 

I  do  not  see  that  the  law  authorizes  any  other  mode  than  the  one  advised  by  Mr.  Briggs,  unless  you  have  a  dis- 
cretionary power  to  order  it  otherwise. 


Number  0 

f  acres 

Total  number 

applied  for 

by 

each. 

of  acres. 

320 

73,600 

160 

12,160 

200 

400 

197i 

197J 

100 

100 

lOthCoKGRESS.]  No.    146.  [1st  Session. 

PRE-EMPTION   RIGHTS    WEST   OF   PEARL    RIVER. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES,    ON  THE  27tH    OF    FEBRUARY,    1808. 

Treasury  Department,  February  27,  18d8. 
Sir: 

I  have  received  by  last  mail  the  list  of  permissions  granted  by  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  west  of  Pearl 
river,  to  settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  to  prevent  settlements,  passed  3d  March,  1807.  The 
result  is  as  followeth: 

Number  of 
settlers. 

230 

76 

2 

1 

1 

Total,      _310  86,457^ 

These  settlers  are,  therefore,  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  by  virtue  of  the  act  passed  this  session.  But  a 
difficulty  will  attend  the  execution  of  the  law,  which  seems  to  require  a  legislative  explanation.  By  the  act  of  last 
session,  the  permissions  were  limited  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  for  each  settler;  and  it  appears  that  ei''hty  of 
these  have  applied  for  less  quantities.  By  the  act  of  this  session,  the  right  of  pre-emption  is  given  for  the  tract  on^whicb 
such  settlers  had  received  permission  to  remain;  and  yet  it  is  provided,  that  such  right  of  pre-emption  shall  not  be  for  a 
quantity  greater  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  I  do  not  understand  whether  it  be  intended  still  to  confine  the 
pre-emption  to  the  quantity  for  which  the  permission  was  given,  or  whether  the  party  shall  have  a  right  of  preference 
to  purchase  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  and  if  no  explanatory  act  be  passed,  I  will,  of  course,  take  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  General.  Should  that  opinion  limit  the  pre-emption  to  the  quantity  for  which  the  permission  was 
granted,  it  may  create  discontents,  inasmuch  as  the  parties  may  give  a  difierent  construction  to  the  law.  Should  it 
however,  be  decided,  or  positively  enacted,  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  extend  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres^ 
it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  a  mode  of  deciding  between  conflicting  pretensions:  for,  in  many  instances,  there 
will  be  vacant  land  between  the  permitted  settlements,  though  not  sufficient  to  give  to  each  the  full  quantity.  Thus, 
if  half  a  section  of  vacant  land  lies  between  two  half  sections,  both  settled  by  persons  having  a  light  of  pre-emption' 
to  which  of  the  two  shall  the  right  of  purchasing  be  given,  if  both  shall  claim  it.'  There  is  no  officer  designated  by 
the  act  for  deciding  in  such  and  other  doubtful  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

IT       T        «  r.1.  ■  r.u    r     ^r,        ■  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  John  Boyle,  Chairman  of  the  Land  Committee. 


10th  Congress.]  ]Vo.    147.  [1st  Session. 


PUBLIC   GROUND   IN  AND  ADJACENT  TO  THE   CITY   OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

COMMONICATED   TO    CONGRESS,   MARCH   7,    1808. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  qfthe  United  Slates: 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  adjacent  to  it,  are  sundry  parcels  of  ground,  some  of  them  with  buildings  and 
other  improvements  on  them,  which  it  is  my  duty  to  present  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  The  title  to  these 
grounds  appears  to  have  been  retained  in  the  former  Sovereigns  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  as  public  fiduciaries, 
and  for  the  purposes  of  the  province.  Some  of  them  were  used  for  the  residence  of  the  Governor,  for  public  offices! 
hospitals,  barracks,  magazines,  fortifications.  levees,  &c.;  others  for  the  town-house,  schools,  markets,  landings! 
and  other  purposes  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Some  were  held  by  religious  corporations,  or  persons;  others  seem 
to  have  been  reserved  for  future  disposition.  To  these  must  be  added  a  parcel  called  the  Batture,  which  requires 
more  particular  description.  It  is  understood  to  have  been  a  shoal  or  elevation  of  the  bottom  of  the  river,  adjacent 
to  the  bank  of  the  suburbs  of  St.  Mary,  produced  by  the  successive  depositions  of  mud  during  the  annual  inunda- 
tions of  tlie  river,  and  covered  with  water  only  during  those  inundations.  At  all  other  seasons  it  has  been  used  by 
the  city  immemorially  to  furnish  earth  for  raising  their  streets  and  court-yards,  for  mortar,  and  other  necessary  pur  ■ 
75  p 
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poses,  and  as  a  landing  or  quay  for  unloading  fire-wood,  lumber,  and  other  articles  brought  by  water.  This  having 
been  lately  claimed  by  a  private  individual,  the  city  opposed  the  claim  on  a  supposed  legal  title  in  itself;  but  it  has 
been  adjudged  that  the  legal  title  was  not  in  the  city.  It  is,  however,  alleged,  that  that  title,  originally  in  the  former 
soveTeigiis,  was  never  parted  with  by  them,  but  was  retained  in  them  for  the  uses  of  the  city  and  province,  and, 
consequently,  has  now  passed  over  to  the  United  States.  Until  this  question  can  be  decided  under  legislative 
authority,  measures  have  been  taken  according  to  law,  to  prevent  any  change  in  the  state  of  things,  and  to  Keep  the 
ground  clear  of  intruders.  The  settlement  of  this  title,  the  appropriation  of  the  grounds  and  improvements,  formerly 
occupied  for  provincial  purposes,  to  the  same  or  such  other  objects  as  may  be  better  suited  to  present  circumstances, 
the  confirmation  of  the  uses  in  other  parcels  to  such  bodies  corporate  or  private,  as  may  of  right,  or  on  other  rea- 
sonable considerations,  expect  them,  are  matters  now  submitted  to  the  determination  of  the  Legislature. 

The  papers  and  plans  now  transmitted  will  give  them  such  information  on  the  subject  as  I  possess,  and,  being 
mostly  originals,  I  must  request  that  they  may  be  communicated  from  the  one  to  the  other  House,  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  both. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

March  7,  1808. 


lOth  Congress.]  No.  148.  [2d  Session. 

LAND  CLAIMS   IN  THE   DISTRICT  OF   KASKASKIAS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO  THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH.  7,  1808. 

Treasury  Department,  March  7,  1808. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  from. the  Land  Commissioners  of  Kaskaskias,  with  sundry  en- 
closures. >  •      1   1  ■      •     1       1  ,  .     , 

The  power  of  laying  out  two  tracts  for  locatuig  recognized  claims  is  already  vested  in  the  Register,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Secretary  of  Treasury,  but  will  not  be  exercised  until  the  amount  of  claims  to  be  located  shall  have 
been  better  ascertained. 

I  doubt  the  propriety  of  dispensing  with  the  copy  of  the  evidence  on  which  claims  may  be  rejected.  The  expense 
of  transcribing  cannot  be  put  in  competition  with  the  advantages  resulting  from  having,  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
documents  necessary  to  repel  unfounded  claims. 

Considering  the  great  and  unexpected  mass  of  business  which  has  come  before  the  commissioners,  and  how  mode- 
rate their  compensation,  I  think  a  further  allowance  reasonable.    It  is  not  their  interest  to  delay  the  settlement  of 
claims,  as  their  commission  on  sales  will  probably  exceed  the  five  hundred  dollars  they  receive  as  commissioners. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  John  Boyle,  Chairman  of  the  Land  Committee  in  Congress. 


Commissioners'  Office,  Kaskaskias,  December  1,  1807. 

This  is  the  third  annual  communication  we  have  made  to  our  Government,  giving  the  same  information,  viz: 
that  we  have  not  finished  our  business.  We  have  not  finished  it  yet.  Since  the  return  of  Mr.  Backus  from  Wash- 
ington, we  have  taken  up  the  immense  mass  of  suspicious  evidence  given  in  before  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the 
district  of  St.  Charles,  in  Upper  Louisiana,  who  was  authorized,  with  another  person,  to  receive  it. 

To  our  astonishment  we  hnd  more  than  seven  hundred  depositions  there  given  to  be  perjuries;  most  of  these  depo- 
sitions have  been  given  in  by  persons  assuming  the  names  of  certain  ancient  and  respectable  settlers  in  this  country; 
by  calling  them  forward  (for  most  of  them  still  reside  in  Upper  Louisiana)  we  have  discovered  the  truth,  but  a  truth 
most  embarrassing  to  us:  we  have 'been  obliged  to  reject  nearly  forty  claims  to  four  hundred  acres  each,  which  we 
had  confirmed  to  one  man  on  this  evidence,  and  caused  to  be  recorded  by  our  clerk  as  ultimately  decided;  our  re- 
cords are  every  where  to  be  altered. 

Besides,  more  than  two  hundred  depositions  have  been  given  iii  before  this  Board  by  persons  who  have  since 
acknowledged  their  falsity:  they  found  themselves  entrapped. 

in  reading  this  detail,  sir,  you  are  doubtless  surprised  at  two  circumstances:  that  this  Board  has  been  so  much 
imposed  upon,  and  that  it  has  permitted  the  taking  of  depositions  abroad:  for  the  first,  it  has  been  impossible  to  avoid 
it;  it  has  been  by  a  slow  and  cautious  comparison  of  fiicts  which,  from  time  to  time,  have  dropped  out  in  evidence 
that  we  have  been  able  to  come  at  that  truth  which  will  save  to  the  United  States  so  extensive  a  property:  for  the 
second,  from  our  instructions,  from  the  precedent  set  and  followed  by  the  two  Governors  who  have  preceded  us  in 
this  business,  we  have  been  impelled,  though  very  unwillingly,  to  adopt  this  practice.  Yet  it  has  been  fortunate 
that  we  have  done  so;  the  rogues  in  roaming  around  the  circle  of  our  agents  have  found  a  hole  in  which  we  have 
caught  them.  ....  ,  .  ,  ,        . ,  , .  , 

But  the  most  difficult  part  of  this  business  has  been  the  decision  on  claims,  supported  by  evidence  which  we 
could  not  legally  find.fault  with,  but  which  we  could  not  readily  believe;  we  have  here  thought  proper,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  to"  call  on  a  number  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  country;  the  expense 
will  be  something  to  the  Government,  but  it  will  be  infinitely  overbalanced  by  the  saving  which  it  will  make.  We 
have  called  on  these  persons  for  two  reasons;  first,  to  get  information;  and,  secondly,  to  enlist  the  sound  part  of  this 
community  with  the  Government:  we  have  succeeded.  These  men,  as  we  expected,  have  been  abused,  and  we  are 
disposed  to  think  it  a  matter  of  some  merit  that  we  have  preserved,  and  shall  preserve,  the  peace  of  this  country. 

The  tract  which  we  last  year  designated  to  you,  on  which  to  locate  the  claims  of  this  district,  we  are  now  satis- 
fied is  too  large;  we  were  ignorant  where  the  north  and  south  'line  we  mentioned  would  run.  We  enclose  a  peti- 
tion from  the  principal  claimants,  which  we  think  reasonable,  as  the  setting  apart  two  tracts  would  better  accom- 
modate the  two  counties  than  one;  yet,  we  are  ignorant  what  amount  of  claims  to  laud  will  be  confirmed;  much  less, 
however,  than  we  imagined.  ,   ,      ,   ,  •..   .  x    r-  ^        i     r 

We  enclose  a  sample  of  our  decisions,  as  they  will  appear  in  our  abstracts  transmitted  to  Government,  and,  ot 
consequence,  of  the  difficulties  with  which  we  have  to  struggle;  but  is  it  indeed  necessary  we  should  send  on  in 
our  report  the  statement  of  evidence  in  all  the  rejected  claims.'  You  will  see,  by  the  specimen,  that  the  writing  in  a 
thousand  rejected  claims  must  be  very  voluminous;  whenever  an  appeal  from  our  decisions  is  made  to  Congress, 
(which  may  not  happen  in  many  cases,)  cannot  the  statement  of  evidence  be  called  from  our  records  at  any  time? 

From  the  loose  manner  in  which  this  business  has  been  managed  by  the  Governors  and  the  surveyors,  and  the 
loose  mode  of  entry  by  the  claimants  with  the  Register,  it  will  necessarily  happen  that  there  will  be  much  clashing 
between  the  claimants,  as  it  respects  their  boundaries;  by  whom  is  this  difficulty  to  be  settled.?  By  the  decision  of 
the  surveyor,  or  by  an  appeal  to  the  Board.'  We  mention  this,  as  we  are  ambitious  to  leave  this  country,  by  way  of 
exception,  in  a  state  of  quietude. 
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We  shall  certainly  be  able  to  make  our  returns  to  Congress  at  this  session,  provided  it  does  not  rise  early;  but  a 
law  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  extend  our  powers;  more  especially,  as  we  shall  be  obliged,  in  some  important 
cases,  to  call  out  evidence,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  who  will  not  obey  our  call  unless  we  are  legally  autho- 
rized . 

We  presume  it  will  not  be  thought  that  we  are  mean  enough  to  procrastinate,  in  order  to  get  such  further  trivial  sum 
as  we  shall  be  likely  to  get  from  Government,  which,  for  a  business  almost  as  extensive,  equally  delicate,  and  far 
more  perplexed,  has  paid  us  our  five  hundred  dollars,  and,  to  the  commissioners  of  Upper  Louisiana,  two  thousand. 

"We  shall,  indeed,  sir,  think  ourselves  abused  if  a  further  allowance  is  not  made  to  men,  who  iiave  been  so  Ion °- 
and  so  patiently  struggling  for  so  paltry  a  consideration  in  the  very  mire  and  filth  of  corruption,  when,  by  catching 
the  Louisiana  gate  of  last  year,  we  might  have  rushed  through  our  business,  much  to  the  injury  of  our  country  in  one 
season.  ' 

To  you,  sir,  in  this  point,  as  our  protector  and  our  friend,  we  appeal  with  confidence. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

MICHAEL  JONES, 
^  E.  BACKUS. 

Honorable  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  • 


Kaskaskias,  November  5,  1807. 
Gentlemen: 

The  subscribers,  claimants  to  a  large  portion  of  the  unlocated  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskias,  beg  you 
to  propose  the  following  tracts  for  the  locating  of  the  said  claims,  viz:  beginning  on  the  Mississippi,  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  range  thirteen  west,  thence  east  to  the  meridan  line,  thence  north  thirty  miles,  thence  west  to  the 
Mississippi,  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  range  No.  9,  and  thence  by  the  Mississippi  to  the  beginning. 

Another  tract,  beginningat  the  mouth  of  Prairie  de  Long  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  river  Kaskaskias,  thence  east  ten 
miles,  thence  north  to  the  Indian  boundary  line,  thence  west  with  that  line  to  the  Mississippi,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Illinois  river,  thence  down  the  Mississippi  river,  until  it  strikes  a  line  drawn  west  from  the  mouth  of  Prairie  de  Long 
Creek,  the  place  of  beginning.  The  first  above  mentioned  tract  contains  about  fifteen  townships;  the  contents  of  latter ' 
tract  is  not  known,  but  it  is  believed  it  will  contain  about  thirty  miles  square;  but  in  this  tract,  it  will  be  observed, 
almost  all  of  the  settlements  in  St.  Clair  county  have  been  made,  which  will  considerably  reduce  the  quantity  opened 
for  location. 

On  the  presumption  that  there  are  about  five  hundred  thousand  acres  to  be  located  in  your  district,  and  that  a 
very  great  part  of  the  above  tracts  are  Prairies,  and  without  water  or  timber,  they  flatter  themselves  that  your  influ- 
ence and  recommendation  will  be  made  use  of  in  their  favor,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and,  more  espe- 
cially, as  they  have  been  so  long  deprived  of  their  donation  lands,  which  ought  to  have  been  delivered  to  them  twenty 
years  ago. 

J.  EDGAR, 
J.  R.  JONES, 
W.  MORRISON. 
W.  BIGGS, 
R.  MORRISON, 
GEO.  FISHER, 
PIERRE  MENARD. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  District  of  Kaskaskias, 


To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  at  Kaskaskias. 


Sirs: 


St.  Clair  County,  July  99,  1807. 


The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  as  agent  for  the  settlement  on  Richland  creek,  (so  called,)  states,  that  the 
said  settlement  is  situated  in  the  hilly  country,  at  the  distance  of  about  fourteen  miles  from  the  Mississippi  river, 
eastwardly,  and  about  sixty  miles  south  of  the  Illinois  river.  That  it  is  composed  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
within  plot,*  who  are  settled  in  the  order  there  noted;  that  those  persons  whose  names  are  enclosed  in  said  plot, 
within  surveyed  lines,  have  confirmed  and  located  rights,  amounting  to  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres;  that  the  residue  of  the  said  settlers,  occupying  about  six  thousand  acres  of  land,  whose  names  are  marked 
on  said  plot,  have,  without  any  right,  settled  upon  the  public  land;  but,  under  the  engagement  of  the  Governor  of 
the  territory  that  they  might  procure  confirmed  rights  which  were  not  located,  and  locate  the  same  upon  their  said 
settlements:  that,  with  this  assurance,  many  of  them  have  made  large  improvements;  that  the  said  settlers  have 
lived  in  harmony,  and  are  desirous  of  living  in  the  same  neighborhood.  Under  these  circumstances,  they  request 
from  your  Board  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  recommend  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 

that  a  survey,  bounded  by  regular  lines,  may  be  made,  to  include  the  said  settlements,  and  contain  about 

acres  of  land;  and  that  the  said  settlers,  without  any  present  right,  may  be  permitted  to  fill  up  and  locate  the  inter- 
stices in  the  said  general  tract,  with  confirmed  claims  not  located,  which  they  have,  or  may  hereafter  require,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  cover  their  said  improvements.  It  is  presumed  that  the  Government  can  have  no  objection  to 
this  measure,  as  the  land  in  the  intervals  between  the  said  surveys  already  made  is  generally  of  an  inferior  quality. 

J.  MESSENGER,  Agent  for  said  Settlement. 


Sir: 

If  this  request  could  be  granted,  it  would  certainly  conduce  to  the  tranquillity  of  a  respectable  settlement. 
This  land  lies  within  the  tract  last  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  Edgar  and  others.  The  vacant  tracts  between  the 
several  locations  are  generally,  we  are  told,  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  desirable  only  to  condense  the  settlement. 

MICHAEL  JONES. 
E.  BACKUS. 

Statement  of  Claims,  in  virtue  of  improvements,  within  the  district  of  Kaskaskias,  confirmed  by  the  Governor. 


No.  of  Claim.  Orig^al  Claimants. 


Present  Claimants. 


Quantity  and  Remarks. 


Peter  Deshee, 
Blaize  Barutel, 
Michael  Beleau, 


Robert  Reynolds, 
Wm.  Mcintosh, 
Angelic  Beleau, 


400  acres.    Patented  to  John  Reynolds 
400  acres. 
50  acres.    Confirmed  to  the  heirs. 


See  plot  annexed. 
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We  find  the  surveys  here,  in  a  gre^t  many  instances,  to  be  vilely  made,  and  the  descriptions  in  the  patents  to 
be  very  vague;  no  topographical  description  being  ever  given  by  which  it  may  be  known  in  what  part  of  the  country 
the  lands  lie.  The  patents  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  retained,  and  new  ones  ought  to  be  issued  after  the  re-surveys 
have  been  made. 

Statement  of  Claims,  in  virtue  of  improvements,  ivithin  the  district  of  Kaskaskias,  affirmed  by  the  Board. 


No.  of  Claim.  Original  Claimants. 


Present  Claimants. 


Quantity  and  Remarks. 


Joseph  Hanson, 
Leonard  Harnish, 
Alexis  Buyatte. 


Nich.  Jarrot, 
L-  Harnish, 
Nich.  Jarrot. 


400  acres. 
400  acres. 

4fl0  acres.    Affirmed  to  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Alexis  Buyatte. 


As  these  lands  have  not  been  surveyed;  as  the  entries  of  them  by  the  claimants  are,  in  almost  all  cases,  vague; 
and  as  the  patents  must  be  grounded  on  the  surveys,  when  they  shall  be  made,  we  have  thought  it  would  be  of  no 
use  to  the  Government  to  give  any  description  till  the  plots  themselves  should  be  sent  on.  Are  we  correct?  The 
surveyor  will  be  furnished  with  a  description  from  our  general  record. 

Statement  of  Claims,  in  virtue  of  improvements,  within  the  district  of  Kaskaskias,  rejected  by  the  Board. 


No.  of  Claim.  Original  Claimants. 


John  Ash, 

Jean  Baptiste  AUary, 

Clement  Allary, 

Samuel  Allen, 
Johnston  Amberson, 
Lusa  Brazan. 


Present  Claimants. 


John  Ash,  by         7 
Robert  Reynolds,  5 
Nich.  Jarrot, 
Do.        do. 
William  Whitesides, 
Johnston  Amberson, 
Robert  Reynolds, 


Quantity  and  Remarks. 


400  acres.    Perjury. 

400  acres.    Confirmed  by  the  Governor  to 

Abraham  Stallion. 
400  acres.    Subornation  and  perjury. 
400  acres.     Proof  insufficient. 
400  acres.  Deed  a  forgery,  and  witness  perj'd. 


We  hope  that  a  description  is  unnecessary,  as  the  lands  are  not  surveyed.  The  entries  are  vague  and  the  claims 
rejected.    They  are  described  at  length  on  our  record. 

Robert  Reynolds  claims  four  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  of  Drusilla  Turcourt,  administratrix  of  the  estate  of 
Joseph  Turcourt.  deceased,  by  deed,  10th  of  June,  1803,  in  virtue  of  an  improvement  by  the  said  Turcourt  made, 
situate  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  below  the  mouth  of  the  river  Marie,  in  Randolph  county.  Witnesses, 
James  Kinkead,  Daniel  Smith.  .,      l  ,       „  ..     r  r, 

Proof.  That  the  said  Turcourt  occupied  this  place,  being  about  two  miles  below  the  mouth  ot  Cape  Ciuque- 
home's  creek,  from  1784  to  1794,  principally  for  making  sugar;  that  he  built  a  cabin,  cleared  about  two  acres  of 
land,  and  planted  about  half  an  acre  of  corn,  &c.  ■,•..■ 

Remarks.  The  apparent  grantor  in  this  case,  Drusilla  Turcourt,  came  forward  and  denied  having  executed  the 
above  recited  conveyance  now  on  file,  and  said  that  the  deceased  (her  husband)  never  intended  to  set  up  any  such 

The  Board  having,  in  consequence,  summoned  James  Cooper,  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  said  convey- 
ance, he,  on  oath,  utterly  denied  having  ever  subscribed  his  name  as  a  witness  to  said  conveyance,  or  having  any 
knowledge  of  such  an  instrument.  Pierre  Menard,  one  of  the  Justices  of  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  said 
county,  before  whom  the  execution  of  said  deed  appeared  to  be  proved  by  the  evidence  of  a  certain  Comixyxon. 
apparently  a  subscribing  witness  to  the  same,  appeared,  and  on  oath  stated,  that  he  had  never  taken  the  evidence  of 
the  said  Comixyxon  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  said  instrument;  and  that  his  name,  subscribed  to  a  certificate 
on  the  back  of  said  instrument,  stating  that  such  evidence  had  been  taken  before  him,  was  not  written  by  him;  and 
that  he  never  knew  any  such  transaction. 

The  Board  reject  this  claim. 
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communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives,  march  7,  1808. 

Treasury  Department,  January  5,  1808. 


Sir 


I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  representation  from  the  commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  the  claims  to  land 
in  the  territory  of  Michigan.    It  embraces  four  points,  viz: 

1st.  An  extension  of  time  for  entering  claims.  „        ,  ,  ..  *      t   r  i     j 

2d    A  repeal  of  the  provision  by  which  no  grant  can  be  confirmed  to  one  person  for  more  than  one  tract  ot  land. 
3d'.  A  grant  in  all  cases  of  what  is  called  double  concession,  or  continuation,  viz:  by  allowing  eighty  arpents  in 

"^^'tth.'Tprovhiion'iirravor  of  actual  settlers  subsequent  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  when  possession  was  obtained  by 
the  United  States.  ^  „      -  .    j-    ..  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  „„„„  ^  .  r  t  a  mr-i^T 

ALBbKl  GALliAll^M. 

Hon.  John  Boyle  ,  Chairman  of  the  Land  Committee  in  Congress. 
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Ijand  Office,  Detroit,  September  1,  180T. 
We,  the  undersigned  Commissioners  of  (he  Land  Board,  established  for  the  district  of  Detroit,  in  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  take  the  liberty  to  submit  the  following  representations,  to  wit: 

1st.  That  an  extent  of  time  be  granted  for  entries  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit;  because  the  inhab- 
itants who  have  neglected  to  enter  their  claims  with  the  former  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  at  Detroit  are 
poor,  illiterate,  and  uninformed  men,  many  of  whom  can  neither  read  nor  write,  and,  consequently,  have  never  been 
acquainted  with  their  danger  in  not  entering  their  claims  in  due  time:  with  a  view  to  prevent  such  neglect  in  future, 
we  have  not  only  advertised  in  English,  and  French,  in  every  part  of  this  district,  but  we  have  obtained  from  the 
priest  of  the  parish,  to  read  and  explain  to  his  Canadian  parishioners  the  absolute  necessity  for  them  to  apply 
to  our  Board  to  have  their  claims  examined  and  adjusted;  in  consequence  of  which  a  great  number  of  them 
have  come  before  us,  whose  claims  we  cannot  take  cognizance  of,  because  they  had  not  been  entered  with  the  for- 
mer commissioners.  They  now  see  their  unhappy  situation,  and  are  wishing  and  willing  to  make  all  necessary 
entries,  and  fully  to  comply  with  the  law,  if  Congress,  in  their  benevolence,  were  willing  to  grant  a  further  time.  We 
have  taken  every  pains  in  our  power  to  find  out  the  reasons  of  their  non-compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
we  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  assuretyou  that  their  neglect  proceeds  entirely  from  ignorance  and  want  of  in- 
formation. If  one  year,  or  even  six  months,  after  the  rising  of  Congress,  were  granted  for  new  entries,  we  truly  be- 
lieve that  not  a  single  individual  would  neglect  to  secure  his  cl.iim  by  an  entry  with  the  Register.  Unfortunately,  one- 
third  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  that  predicament.  We  beg  leave  to  observe,  sir,  that,  in  case  Congress  should  refuse 
to  grant  that  extent  of  time,  those  people  will  be  completely  ruined,  and  would  be  compelled  to  leave  the  country 
and  cross  over  to  the  British  side,  where  each  of  them  may  receive,  gratis,  from  that  Government,  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  fee  simple.  Indeed,  we  know  that  already  oilers  of  this  nature  have  been  made  to  them,  which  hitherto 
ihey  have  refused,  and  which  they  never  will  accept,  if  by  a  new  act  of  Congress  they  are  allowed  to  enter  their 
claims,  and  keep  their  farms,  on  proving  their  title  to  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1807.  We  have  conversed  with  a  great  number  of  them,  have  advised  them  to  remain  quiet,  and  have  taken  upon 
ourselves  to  assure  them  that,  in  all  probability,  you  would  patronize]  their  prayer,  and  that  they  would  be  made 
happy. 

2d.  That  any  claimant  possessing  more  than  one  farm  be  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  for  each  separate  tract  he 
claims,  on  proving  possession  and  occupancy  previous  to  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  3d  of  March.  1807.  We  are  fully  and  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  prayer  ought  to  be  granted,  on  the 
ground  of  strict  justice  and  equity,  especially  in  cases  where  the  claimant  can  justify  a  full  consideration  paid  for 
each  and  every  farm,  and  that  no  one  single  farm  doth  contain  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  from  every 
information  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  the  record  of  the  former  commissioners,  and  from  the  best  informed 
and  most  respectable  people  in  this  district,  we  find  that  few  farms  claimed  exceed  four  hundred  and  eighty 
arpents;  that  very  few  contain  that  quantity,  and  that  the  greatest  number  of  them  are  considerably  under.  Our 
representation  at  this  time  does  not  embrace  large  tracts  granted  by  the  Indian  chiefs,  on  which  there  are  hardly 
any  improvements,  and  some  of  which  are  still  in  a  state  of  wilderness;  this. species  of  grants  will  be!  the  subject  of 
a  future  communication:  our  object,  at  present,  is  to  recommend  the  granting  of  farms,  which  bona  fide  are  improv- 
ed, built  upon,  and  occupied,  and  were  so  previous  to  the  1  st  of  July,  1796,  and  for  which  valuable  considerations 
have  been  paid. 

3d.  That  the  old  farms  on  the  river  Detroit,  the  greatest  number  of  which  contain  two  or  three  arpents  in  front 
by  forty  in  depth,  be  extended  to  an  equal  depth,  to  wit,  eighty  arpents. 

In  examining  with  the  minutest  attention  the  records  of  the  former  commissioners,  we  find  that  all  the  old  farms 
on  that  river  were  mostly  granted  by  the  French  Government,  and  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  generally 
extend  to  forty  arpents  in  depth,  having  two  or  three  arpents  in  front;  in  examining  and  adjusting  such  of  the  claims 
as  have  come  before  us,  we  are  confirmed  in  that  opinion.  We  think  it  our  duty  to  observe,  that  those  farms  have 
been  in  cultivation  from  forty  to  one  hundred  years;  that  the  arable  land  is  entirely  exhausted,  and  that  most  of  them 
are  without  timber  for  making  fences,  and  even  for  fire-wood;  that,  hitherto,  the  inhabitants  have  supplied  themselves 
with  that  essential  part  of  their  yearly  wants  on  the  lands  back  of  their  farms:  and  that,  if  Congress  should  refuse 
to  extend  their  farms  to  eighty  acres  in  depth,  they  cannot  continue  to  live  on  the  old  ground,  and  support  them- 
selves and  .their  families.  We  will  further  observe,  that,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the  British  Governmetit 
have  not  only  confirmed  to  the  inhabitants  the  possession  of  their  lands,  held  under  an  Indian  title,  but  has  uni- 
formly granted  to  each  of  them  what  is  commonly  called  the  continuation,  that  is,  forty  arpents  in  depth,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  first  forty  arpents  they  had  in  possession.  It  appears  to  us,  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  justice  and 
equity  in  our  Government  to  grant  that  additional  quantity  of  land  to  the  descendants  of  first  French  settlers,  who 
otherwise  would  not  reap  an  equal  advantage  under  our  Government  with  the  new  settlers  on  river  aux  Raisins,  river 
aux  Sables,  river  aux  Roches,  river  aux  Ecorces,  and  river  Rouge,  below  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  on  river  aux 
Hurons,  and  river  St.  Clair,  above.  In  grantin"  this.  Congress  will  establish  a  uniform  line  back  of  the  farms  now 
settled,  and  parallel  with  the  river  Detroit,  and  thereby  distinguish  in  a  clear  manner  the  boundaries  of  the  lands, 
remaining  the  property  of  the  United  States,  which  may  be  offered  for  sale  on  a  future  day.  We  confidently 
hope  that  our  Government  will  not  do  less  for  its  citizens  than  the  British  Government  has  done  for  its  subjects. 

Another  article  of  minor  consideration,  indeed,  but  still  of  importance  to  several  individuals,'is,  that  persons  pos- 
sessing no  other  improvements  than  such  as  have  been  made  since  the  1st  July,  1796,  shall  be  confirmed  in  one 

tract  not  exceeding acres,  which  has  been  occupied  and  improved  previous  to  the  year  1800,  or  a  later  period, 

if  thought  proper  by  Congress.  It  is  found  that  some  valuable  farmers  commenced  their  improvements  soon  after 
the  Americans  took  possession  of  this  country,  in  1796,  and  have  bestowed  on  them  much  labor,  who  must  be  ruined 
if  they  cannot  be  permitted  to  hold  them.  These  appear  not  to  have  purchased  directly  of  the  Indians,  nor  with  a 
knowledge  of  contravening  the  laws  of  .the  United  States,  but  they  purchased  of  men  who  showed  them  Indian 
deeds,  and  they  gave  to  these  men  valuable  considerations.  Some  are  the  sons  of  the  old  Canadian  settlers,  who 
were  obliged  to  provide  for  themselves  elsewhere  than  on  their  paternal  farms,  which  were  too  small  to  admit  of  di- 
vision. As  no  land  office  existed  here  that  was  authorized  to  sell,  they  had  no  opportunity  to  provide  for  them- 
selves, but  to  purchase  or  take  up  lands  in  this  manner. 

STANLEY  GRISWOLD,^ 

PE  TER  AUDRAIN,  \-  Commissionert. 

JAMES  ABBOTT,  3 

To  the  Seoretart  of  the  Treasury. 
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CLAIMS  OF  CERTAIN  SUBJECTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  TO  LANDS  IN  THE  TERRITORY  OF 

MISSISSIPPI. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  CONGRESS,  APRIL  22,  1808. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

I  transmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congiess  a  letter  from  the  Envoy  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  at  this  place,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  on  the  subject  of  certain  British  claims  to  lands  in  the  territory  of  Mississippi,  relative  to  which 
several  acts  have  been  heretofore  passed  by  the  Legislature. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

April  22,  1808. 

Washington,  ^pril  10,  1808. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  by  His  Majesty's  commands,  a  copy  of 
a  memorial  which  has  been  presented  to  Mr.  Canning,  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, by  several  British  subjects,  proprietors  of  lands  in  His  Majesty's  late  province  of  West  Florida. 

As  I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  explaining  to  you  the  well  founded  claims  which  the  memorialists  have  upon 


and  "as  the  enclosed  memorial,  and  the  documents  accompanying  it,  most  fully  and  clearly  exhibit  the  injury  which 
the  provisions  of  that  act  occasion  to  their  rights  and  equitable  [claims  upon  some  of  the  lands  in  His  Majesty's  late 
province  of  West  Florida  therein  comprehended. 

I  will,  therefore,  only  beg  leave  to  repeat  my  request  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  be  pleased 
to  pay  a  serious  and  early  attention  to  these  facts,  now  stated  and  laid  before  them,  fully  relying  upon  the  known 
principles  of  equity  and  liberality  which  govern  the  conduct  of  nations  in  amity  with  each  other,  that  some  effectual 
relief  will  be  afforded  to  the  complainants  by  the  timely  intervention,  in  their  favor,  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  .    j-     ^  ,       li 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

D.  M.  ERSKINE. 

The  Hon.  James  Madison,  &c. 

A. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Hawkesbury,  one  of  His  Majesty^s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  ^c.  ^c. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  proprietors  of  land  in  His  Majesty's  late  province  of  West  Florida,  respect- 
fully showeth: 

That  your  memorialists  have,  with  extreme  surprise  and  mortification,  recently  received  the  printed  paper  an- 
nexed, purporting  to  be  an  act  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  which  the  interests  of  your  memorialists,  and 
of  many  other  British  subjects  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  are  deeply  involved. 

That  the  said  act  effectually  precludes  your  memorialists  from  the  possibility  of  substantiating  their  claims  after 
a  very  limited  period,  inasmuch  as  the  5th  section  thereof  compels  them  to  register  their  vouchers  at  Natchez,  before 
the  last  day  of  March,  1804.  ,     ,      ,    , 

That  your  memorialists  will  then  be  dispossessed  of  property  which  they  had  acquired  by  public  services,  by 
inheritance,  or  by  purchase,  in  consequence  of  a  proviso,  which,  if  it  were  practicable  on  their  part,  would  expose 
them  to  the  loss  of  their  documents. 

That  the  Legislature  of  America  do  not  appear  to  have  been  fully  aware  of  the  injurious  effect  of  the  said  section 
with  respect  to  your  memorialists:  for  it  cannot  be  conceived  they  had  it  in  contemplation  without  some  imputed 
misconduct  to  deprive  individuals  of  their  property,  in  consequence  of  having  obtained  the  soyereignty  of  the 
country.  .       .        _  .         . 

Wherefore,  your  memorialists  most  earnestly  entreat  your  lordship's  interference  in  their  behalf,  humbly  pray- 
ing that  you  will  take  their  case  into  consideration,  and  represent  the  fatal  tendency  of  the  said  act,  suggesting,  as 
the  means  of  affording  the  most  complete  redress,  that  the  British  records  of  West  Florida,  which  have  been  de- 
livered to  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  should  be  adopted  and  acted  upon  as  valid  and  decisive  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  and  the  rights  of  the  various  claimants  established  accordingly,  or  affording  such  other  relief  as  your 
lordship,  in  your  wisdom,  shall  deem  adequate,  and  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Charles  Shaw,  for  Major  General  Stuart,  Arthur  Clarke, 

Lieutenant  General  Shaw,  and    Major  John  Miller, 

John  Shaw,  William  Ogilvy,  for  self  and  John  Fal- 

Peter  Swanson,  for  himself  and  the  repre-  coner, 

sentatives  of  John  McGillivray,  Arthur  Strother,  for  himself, 

William  Struthey,  Thomas  Strother, 

James  McGillivray,  and  Charles  Swede  James  Amoss,  and  Adam  Amoss, 

Stuart,  John  Miller,  for  Major  Alexander  Mac- 

J.  Stephenson,  for  himself,  donald,  and  Charles  Roberts. 

K.  Lorimer,  Peter  Swanson,  for  the  representatives  of 

Captain  Gasling,  General  Johnston,  R.  A.  and   Wil- 

Jonathan  Ogden,  and  John  Bradley,  liam  Godley, 

Wm.  Sulteney,  Edward  Brocksopp,  for  himself  and  John 

Archibald  Dalzel,  Frederick  Bowrne. 

B. 

Washington,  March  31,  1804. 
My  Lord: 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  in  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant,  your  lordship's  separate  despatches  of  the  9th 
of  February,  transmitting  to  me  the  copy  of  a  memorial  which  you  had  received  from  several  proprietors  of  lands  in 
His  Majesty's  late  province  of  West  Florida,  complaining  of  the  injury  which  they  are  likely  to  sustain  from  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  the  American  Congress  which  passed  in  the  course  of  their  last  session,  and  instructing  me 
to  lose  no  time  in  representing  the  circumstances  of  the  case  to  the  American  Government,  and  to  use  every  exer- 
tion in  my  power  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  redress  for  those  persons. 
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I  accordingly  delivered  to  Mr.  Madison  a  representation  on  this  subject,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
a  copy  enclosed;  accompanying  it  with  a  suggestion,  that  the  President  should  give  every  possible  weight  to  the 
object,  by  sending  a  message  respecting  it  to  the  Congress.  This  measure  Droved,  however,  to  be  impracticable, 
from  the  circumstance  of  that  body  having  agreed  to  rise  on  the  20th,  whilst  tne  Sunday  which  intervened  rendered 
the  time  for  business  still  shorter.  All,  then,  that  this  Government  could  possibly  do,  as  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
assured  me,  was  to  cause  an  amendment  to  take  place,  to  the  efl'ect  conceived  to  be  desired  by  the  British  claimants, 
to  a  bill  which  was  already  pending  before  the  Legislature,  supplementary  to  the  act  in  question  passed  in  the  las 
session. 

Your  lordship  will  find  enclosed,  together  wjith  a  copy  of  Mr.  Madison's  answer  to  me,  an  extract  of  the  above 
mentioned  supplementary  act,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  term  for  the  admission  of  claims  has  been  pro- 
longed to  the  last  day  of  November  next,  (this  measure  had  beeri  already  proposed  in  the  bill  before  my  representa- 


tion had  been  delivered,)  and  that  the  twelfth  section,  by  providing  for  the  admission  as  evidence  of  transcripts  of 
)rds  of  His  Majesty's  late  province  of  West  Florida,  contains  precisely  what  the  British  claimants  stated  in 


the  recorc 


their  memorial  to  your  lordship  would  be  the  means  of  aftbrding  the  most  complete  redress.  At  all  events,  the  pro- 
longation of  the  term  now  aftords  them  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  further  provisions  may  be  necessary  for 
securing  to  them  their  property  and  interests;  which  additional  provisions  may  be  made  before  the  expiration  of  the 
new  term  given,  because  the  Congress  is  to  meet  again  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  whilst,  Irom  the  proof 
■which  the  American  Government  have  given  on  the  present  occasion,  of  their  readiness  to  aftbrd  every  assistance  to 
the  British  claimants,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  manifesting  a  similar  friendly  disposition  on  any  further  appli- 
cation which  may  be  made  to  them. 

It  may  be  proper  I  should  add,  for  the  information  of  the  persons  concerned,  that  Mr.  Madison  acquainted  me, 
yesterday,  with  his  having  just  received  notice  of  the  arrival  at  Baltimore,  from  London,  of  the  records  above 
alluded  to,  and  that  he  had  given  orders  for  the  safe  conveyance  of  them  to  his  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ANT.  MERRY. 
The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Hawkesbury,  fyc.  4*c. 


To  the  Bishl  Honorable  George  Canning,  one  of  His  Majesly^s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  memorial  qf 
the  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  other  proprietors  of  lands  in  His  Majesty's  late  province  of  West 
Florida,  respectfully  showelh: 

_  That,  in  consequence  of  a  former  memorial,  of  which  a  copy  (A.)  is  annexed,  instructions  were  transmitted  to 
His  Majesty's  envoy  in  America,  for  the  purpose  of  redressing  the  grievance  therein  represented. 

That  His  Majesty's  envoy,  by  a  prompt  application  to  the  American  Government,  as  appears  by  the  corre- 
spondence, (B.)  prevailed  on  them  to  repeal  the  obnoxious  act,  by  passing  an  act  supplementary,  by  which  it  is 
enacted,  that  "Iranscripts  of  the  records  of  the  British  province  of  West  Florida,  to  claims  for  lands  therein,  and 
■which  have  been  delivered  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  may  be  produced  as  evidence,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  same  weight  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  as  if  the  same  had  been  delivered,  or  shall  be  delivered, 
either  to  the  Registers  of  the  Land  Offices  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  before  the  last  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  any  thing  in  this  act,  or  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding." 

That  your  memorialists,  firmly  believing  their  claims  to  have  been  thus  incontrovertibly  and  definitely  esta- 
blished, reposed  in  perfect  security,  under  the  persuasion  that  their  lands  would  forever  remain  protected  by  the 
above  recited  act,  till  a  fit  opportunity  should  occur  of  settling  or  disposing  of  them. 

That  your  memorialists,  while  they  conceived  their  property  to  be  thus  completely  protected,  have  recently 
been  alarmed  by  a  new  act  of  Congress,  (which  they  have  just  received  from  America,  and  of  which  a  copy  (C.)  is 
annexed,)  dated  2d  March,  1805,  by  which  the  holders  of  lands  under  British  grants  are  entirely  divested  of  such 
property,  without  resource,  the  time  therein  allowed  for  fulfilling  the  required  conditions  being  already  elapsed. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  memorialists  earnestly  entreat  that  some  speedy  and  effectual  remedy  may  be 
applied  for  their  relief,  either  by  an  application  for  the  repeal  of  the  said  act,  or  by  obtaining  a  just  compensation. 
And  your  memorialists,  &c. 

London,  December  15,  1807. 

Archibald  Dalzel.  Montgomeril. 

Thomas  Comyn.  Charles  Shaw,  for  Lieut.  Gov.  Shaw. 

James  Jefferson,  agent  for  the  representa-  William  Wingdam  Falling. 

tives  of  Major  General  Small.  Alexander  McDonald. 

J.  Shearl,  Major  General.  Will.  Charles  Wells,  for  the  heirs  of  Ro- 
George  Varlo.  bert  Wells, 

Konovan,  for  the  Earl  of  Moira.  Richard  Taitt,  agent  for  David  Taitt. 

Charles  Stuart.  Peter  Swanson,  for  self  and  John  Miller. 

C.  Brocksopp,  for  the  honorable  General  Peter  Swanson,  for  John  McGillivrayers. 

.Harcourt.  Peter  Swanson,  for  Charles  Roberts. 

George  Frere.  Thomas  Comyn,  for  Wm.  McKennon. 

Arthur  Clarke.  Charles  Shaw,   for  Major  W.  Chesta, 
James  Amoss.  Captain  Paul,  R.  N.  and  Sir  Broderick 

Henry  Goldfinch.  Chennery.   By  desire  signed,  by  letter 

John  Page,  for  Admiral  John  Ferguson.  to  him,  as  chairman. 

William  Garnier.  Adam  Gordon,   for  Major  General  Sir 
Ar.  Strother,  for  self  and  Joseph  Nunn,         G.  Prevost,  Bt. 


J.  T.  Neil,  Eleanor  Neil,  Catharine 
Lorimer. 


Sir: 


Washington,  March  23,  1804. 


I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you"  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  memorial,  which  has  been  presented  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  by  several  of  the  King's  subjects,  pro- 
prietors of  land  in  that  part  of  the  territory  ot  the  United  States  which  formerly  belonged  to  His  Majesty,  under 
the  title  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  respecting  an  act,  which  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  Tennessee;"  the  provisions  of  which  act  the  memorialists  represent  as  precluding  them 
effectually  from  the  possibility  of  substantiating  their  claims  within  the  time  limited,  and,  consequently,  as  tending 
to  deprive  them  of  their  property. 

I  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  it  will  be  perceived,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  law  in  question,  that  the  fifth  section 
of  it  will,  in  fact,  produce  the  effect  which  is  apprehended  by  the  proprietors  inevitably,  in  as  far  as  regards  the  period 
assigned  for  the  admission  of  their  claims,  ana,  eventually,  in  case  their  documents  should  be  lost,  in  the  transmis- 
sion of  them  to  this  country,  particularly  in  time  of  war. 

It  is,  sir,  by  the  express  orders  of  my  Government  that  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  these  circumstances  to  you, 
and  to  solicit  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  their  timely  interference  to  prevent  the  injury  which  will 
otherwise  ensue  to  several  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  in  the  cases  above  explained,  either  by  referring  to  the  sugges- 
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tion  this  subject  stated  by  the  memorialists,  or  by  "adopting  such  other  measures  as  in  their  wisdom  shall  appear 
more  convenient. 

It  is  probable  that  the  injurious  consequences  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  with  respect  to  claimants  in  the  situ- 
ation of  the  memorialists,  had  escaped  the  notice  of  the  American  Legislature,  and  it  is,  therefore,  to  be  hoped  that 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  point  them  out,  to  obtain  a  remedy  for  the  evil.  At  all  events.  His  Majesty's  Government 
confide  in  the  friendship  and  justice  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  take  such  measures  in  this  case 
as  shall  appear  to  them  the  most  effectual  for  affording  redress  to  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

„,     „         ,,    ^         ,,  ANTHONY  MERRY. 

Ihe  Honorable  James  Madison. 


.  Department  of  State,  March  29,  1804. 

Sir: 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  memorial,  stating  certain 
inconveniences  to  which  its  subscnbers,whD  are  British  subjects,  have  represented  themselves  as  being  exposed 
by  the  operation  of  an  act  of  Congress  in  the  act  passed  on  the  27th  instant,  of  which  a  copy  is  nowenclosed.  I  flat- 
ter myself  you  will  see  those  inconveniences  removed.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Anthony  Merry,  Esq. 

Extract  from  "An  act  supplementaiy  to  an  act,  entitled  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,'  passed  27th  March,  1804. 

Section  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  .America,  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  by  virtue  of  any  British  or  Spanish 
grant,  or  by  virtue  of  the  three  first  sections  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  or  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  may,  after  the  last  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1804,  and  until  the  last 
day  of  November  then  next  following,  give  notice  in  writing  of  their  claims  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  for 
the  lands  lying  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  have  the  same  recorded  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  fifth  section  of  the 
act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement:  Provided,  however.  That,  where  lands  are  claimed'by  virtue  ofa  complete  Spanish 
or  British  grant,  in  conformity  with  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United  States,  and  the  State 
of  Georgia,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  for  the  claimant  to  have  any  other  evidence  of  his  claim  recorded,  except  the 
original  grant  or  patent,  together  with  the  warrant  or  order  of  survey  and  the  plot;  but  all  the  subsequent  convey- 
ances or  deeds  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Register,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  commissioners,  when  they  shall  take 
the  claim  into  consideration,  &c.     Section,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11. 

Section  12.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  transcripts  of  the  records  of  the  British  province  of  West  Florida, 
to  claims  for  land  therein,  and  which  have  been  delivered  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  may  be  produced 
as  evidence,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  weight  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  as  if  the  same  had  been 
delivered,  or  shall  be  delivered  either  to  the  Registers  of  the  Land  Offices  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  before  the 
last  of  March,  1804;  any  thing  in  this  act,  or  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

0. 

"  .Vn  act  further  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 

Section  1.  £e  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That  persons  who  may  have  obtained,  or  shall  obtain  certificates  from  the  Board  of  commissioners 
appointed  to  ascertain  the  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  shall  be  allowed  three  months  after  the  respec- 
tive date  of  such  certificates,  for  entering  the  same  witn  the  Register  of  the  proper  Land  Office;  and  certificates 
thus  entered  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect,  as  if  they  had  been  duly  entered  with  the  said  Register,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  January  1805. 

Sec.  2.  Mnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  claims  to  lands  in  the  above 
mentioned  territory,  east  of  Pearl  river,  shall  be  authorized  to  grant  certificates  for  lands  lying  in  the  island  known 
by  the  name  of  Nannce  Hubba,  formed  by  the  cut  off  of  the  rivers  Tombigbee  and  Alabama;  and  persons  having 
claim  for  lands  lying  either  in  the  said  island,  or  east  of  the  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  rivers,  shall  be  permitted  to  fill 
the  same  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  until  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five: 
and  commissioners  shall  decide  on  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  presented  before  the  thirty -first 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of  the  last  mentioned  commissioners  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate 
of  six  dollars  a  day,  for  every  day  he  shall  attend,  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  five:  Provided,  That  such  additional  allowance  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  for  each  commissioner. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  clerks  of  each  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  claims  to  lands,  in  the  above  mentioned  territory,  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  a  year,  from  the  time  when  he  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  the  time  when  the  Board  shall  adjourn 
sine  die. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  by  virtue  of  any 
British  grants  legally  and  fully  completed,  who  may  not  have  tiled  their  claims  with  the  proper  Register  of  the  Land 
Office,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,  may,  until  the  first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  file  such  claims  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  west  of  Pearl  river,  and 
have  the  same  recorded.  And  the  said  Register  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  full  report  of  all  British  grants  thus  recorded;  which  report 
shall  immediately  be  laid  before  Congress.  The  lands  contained  in  such  giants  shall  not  be  otherwise  disjposed  o( 
until  the  end  of  one  year  after  that  time;  and  if  any  such  person  shall  neglect  to  file  such  British  grants,  ancf  to  have 
the  same  recorded,  in  the  manner  and  time  hereby  provided,  neither  such  grants  or  any  other  evidence  of  such  claim, 
which  shall  not  have  been  recorded  as  above  directed,  shall  ever  after  be  considered  or  admitted  as  evidence  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  or  against  any  title  legally  and  fully  executed,  derived  from  the  Spanish  Government, 
any  act  or  acts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

NATHANIEL  MACON,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
A.  BURR,  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales  and  President  of  the  Senate. 
March  3,  1805,  Approved,  Th:  Jefferson. 
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lOth  Congress.]  No.    151.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM  TO  BOUNTY   LAND  FOR  MILITARY  SERVICE  RENDERED  TO  THE  STATE  OF 

VIRGINIA. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   APRIL   23,    1S08. 

Mr.  Jeremuh  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 

Biggs,  made  the  following  report: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  General  George  Rogers  Clark,  in 
the  service  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and,  as  such,  was  entitled,  under  an  act  of  Assembly  of  the  said  State,  to  a 
share  in  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  by  that  State  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
said  regiment,  and  reserved  by  Virginia  for  that  purpose,  in  her  cession  of  the  Western  territory  to  the  United  States. 
That,  at  the  time  the  distribution  of  the  lands  was  made,  the  petitioner  was  a  prisoner  to  the  Wabash  Indians;  his 
name  was  not  inserted  on  the  list  among  those  entitled  to  a  share;  that,  on  his  release  from  captivity,  which  he  pro- 
cured by  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  he  made  application  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  make  distribution 
of  the  lands,  for  his  proportional  share;  but  was  informed  that  the  whole  of  the  land  had  been  distributed  among 
the  other  officers  and  soldiers. 

He  prays  that  two  thousand  acres  of  land  (being  the  quantity  he  was  entitled  to,)  be  granted  to  him  in  the 
Illinois  country,  or  adjoining  the  tract  reserved  (or  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regiment. 

The  committee,  on  examining  the  subject,  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  has  no  just  claim  on  the  United 
States,  arising  out  of  any  error  or  injustice  in  the  distribution  of  land  reserved  by  the  State  of  Virginia  for  a  regi- 
ment of  her  State  troops.  The  distribution  was  not  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  The  reserve 
was  special,  and  it  is  not  alleged  that  the  quantity  reserved  has  not  been  appropriated.  The  United  States  are 
bountl  by  the  act  of  cession  faithfully  to  dispose  of  the  residue  of  the  lands  to  the  general  benefit  of  the  Union; 
therefore,  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  make  gratuitous  grants.  The  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
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PRE-EMPTION   TITLES   IN   THE  MISSISSIPPI    TERRITORY.* 

COMMUNICATED  TO   THE   SENATE,    NOVEMBER  7,    1808. 

To  the  President,  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorial  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  territory. 

Your  memorialists,  impressed  with  a  deep  concern  for  a  certain  description  of  the  people  of  the  territory,  beg 
leave  to  represent,  that,  by  the  law  of  the  last  Congress,  the  first  instalment  for  pre-emption  title  is  due  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1809;  to  meet  this  payment  every  exertion  has  been  made,  and  the  result  of  the  planters'  labor, 
although  more  than  usually  abundant,  will  not  be  able  to  meet  the  requisition  of  the  law.  Cotton  is  the  staple 
commodity  of  our  country;  on  it  alone  we  depend  for  cash.  For  this  reason,  every  planter  directs  his  efforts  to 
that  particular  article.  With  this  medium  in  our  barns,  we  were  prepared  to  meet  the  demands  of  Government, 
and  take  one  more  step  towards  a  fee  simple  title.  But  these  pleasing  anticipations  have  been  foiled,  and  our  fellow 
citizens  have  been  cut  off"  from  every  hope  of  payment,  by  an  act  of  that  Government  to  which  they  are  indebted. 
It  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  suspend,  by  embargo,  our  mercantile  operations,  and  thereby  our  produce  lies, 
unsold  and  unsaleable,  in  our  barns.  The  policy  of  this  measure  is  no  where  admired  more  than  by  the  people  of 
this  territory.  The  promptitude  with  which  it  was  adopted, and  the  energy  with  which  it  is  maintained,  merit  their 
fullest  approbation  and  support;  but,  at  the  same  time  we  admire  the  wisdom,  policy,  and  energy  of  the  measure, 
we  deplore  the  severe  and  destructive  eftijcts  which  will  inevitably  accompany  the  operation  of  the  law,  if  the 
payments  due  to  the  United  States  are  rigidly  exacted.  We,  therefore,  humbly  solicit  the  parental  interposition  of 
the  General  Government,  and  in  the  warmth  of  our  highest  confidence,  ask  of  the  Government  an  extension  of 
the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment.  And  your  memorialists  further  represent  unto  your  honorable 
bodies,  that  a  great  number  of  persons,  many  of  whom  are  the  heads  of  families,  have  emigrated  to  the  Mississippi 
territory  within  the  last  twelve  months,  under  a  full  expectation  that,  on  their  arrival,  lands  of  the  United  States 
would  be  exposed  to  public  sale,  and  that  they  would  have  the  opportunity  of  procuring  so  much  land  as  their  funds 
would  allow.  But  they,  sorry  to  find  that  the  public  lands  were  not  exposed  to  sale,  or  likely  to  be  within  a  short 
time,  were  constrained  either  to  settle  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  or  to  seek  a  residence  within  the  Spanish 
lines.  Their  attachments  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  their  native  country  precluded  such  a  step.  AVherefore, 
your  memorialists  pray  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  extending  to  those  settlers  the  preference  in  becoming  the  pur- 
chasers of  such  lands,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  proper,  as  they  may  have  settled  and  improved.  And  your 
memorialists  further  solicit  that,  for  reasons  before  stated,  the  time  of  paying  the  first  instalment  on  the  sales  of 
public  land  to  be  made  in  the  month  of  January  next,  be  extended  to  such  period  as  will  enable  the  citizens  of  this 
territory  to  realize  their  object  of  emigration.  Your  memorialists  also  most  seriously  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  the  great  inconvenience  and  utter  ruin  which  might  be  drawn  on  the  citizens  of 
this  territory,  if  a  bill,  which  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  at 
their  last  session,  for  the  establishment  of  a  federal  court  in  this  territory,  should  pass  into  a  law.  If  the  non- 
resident British  claimants,  who  hold  large  grants  for  lands  within  this  territory,  should,  by  the  establishment  of 
such  a  court,  be  enabled  to  bring  suit  therein,  and  to  take  an  appeal  therefrom  to  the  Supreme  Federal  Court,  the 
great  injury  and  inconvenience  which  would  result  therefrom  to  the  citizens  of  our  country  must  be  self-evident  to 
your  honorable  bodies. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

FERDINAND  S.  CLAIBORNE, 
Representatives'  Chamber,  September  I9th,  1808-  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Attest,  B.  R.  Grayson,  Clerk. 

•See  Report,  No.  153. 
76  p 
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10th  Congress.].  No.    153.  [2d Session. 

PRE-EMPTION   TITLES    IN    THE    MISSISSIPPI   TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  NOVEMBER  21,  1808. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial*  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  made  the  following  report: 

The  memorial  presents  three  subjects  for  consideration: 

1st.  The  expediency  of  giving  a  right  to  pre-emption  to  persons  for  lands  settled  on,  and  improved  subsequent 
to,  the  3d  of  March,  1807. 

2d.  The  expediency  of  extending  the  time  for  making  the  first  payment  on  pre-emption  rights,  granted  under  an 
act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress;  and 

3d.  A  remonstrance  against  a  bill  introduced  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  establishing  a  federal  court  in  that 
territory. 

It  is  stated  in  the  memorial,  in  favor  of  the  first  proposition,  that  a  great  number  of  persons,  many  of  whom  are 
heads  of  families,  have  emigrated  to  that  territory  within  the  last  twelve  months,  under  an  expectation  that,  on  their 
arrival,  lands  of  the  United  States  might  be  procured  by  purchase;  but  the  sales  being  protracted,  and  the  lands  not 
likely  to  be  exposed  to  sale  within  a  short  time,  they  were  constrained  either  to  settle  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  or  seek  a  residence  within  the  Spanish  lines. 

The  committee  do  not  impute  to  these  settlers  the  improper  intention  of  violating  the  laws  of  their  country,  but 

are  of  opinion  that,  to  give  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  persons  who  have  settled  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States 

contrary  to  law,  would  be  indirectly  rewarding  a  direct  violation  of  those  laws,  would  be  offering  an  inducement  to 

,  future  intrusion,  and  be  giving  support  to  a  practice  liable  to  many  abuses,  and  which,  if  encouraged,  must  destroy 

all  competition  in  the  public  sales,  and  eventually  defeat  the  object  of  drawing  a  revenue  from  the  sale  of  lands. 

The  considerations  adduced  by  the  memorial,  in  support  of  the  second  proposition,  are,  the  difficulty  or  impossi- 
bility of  commanding  money  for  their  produce,  owing  to  the  stagnation  of  commerce,  and  the  consequent  inability 
of  the  claimants  to  make  their  first  payment  at  the  time  directed  by  law. 

The  committee  are  not  insensible  to  their  situation;  but,  when  they  consider  that  most  of  these  claimants  emigrated 
to  that  territory  with  the  declared  intention  of  becoming  purchasers  of  public  lands,  that  many  of  them  may  have 
had  possession  since  early  in  the  year  1803,  and  none  of^  them  but  must  have  cultivated  and  actually  inhabited  the 
tracts  which  they  respectively  claim  before  the  3d  of  March,  1807;  if  public  lands  had  been  open  for  sale,  and 
they  had  made  purchase  at  the  time  of  their  respective  settlements,  the  first  payment  under  the  law  must  have  be- 
come due  long  before  the  time  fixed  by  the  law  giving  them  a  right  of  pre-emption;  that  they  have  already  had  a 
longer  term  for  making  their  first  payment,  from  the  time  of  filing  the  notice  of  their  claim,  than  other  purchasers 
have  from  the  time  of  their  contracts;  and  that  these  claimants  have  had  the  selection  of  tne  best  lands  and  most 
eligible  situations,  without  any  competition  in  the  market;  they  cannot  recommend  an  extension  of  the  time  of  pay- 
ment. Another  consideration,  which  had  influence  with  the  committee  in  estimating  the  merits  of  the  claim  for  in- 
dulgence, wasUhe  public  convenience.  Perhaps  public  convenience  ought  not  to  be  opposed  to  a  claim  of  strict  right: 
but,  in  a  case  like  the  present,  they  think  it  should,  in  some  measure,  be  consulted.  The  1st  of  January  next  is 
the  time  fixed  by  law  for  making  the  first  payment  on  the  pre-emption  claims.  By  proclamation,  the  public  sales  of 
the  lands  in  that  territory|(with  some  exceptions)  are  to  commence  in  the  same  month.  If  the  time  for  making 
the  first  payment  on  pre-emptions  should  be  extended  beyond  the  period  fixed  for  the  public  sales,  then  any  lands 
which  should  become  forfeited  by  the  claimant's  failure  to  make  payment  could  not  be  sold  until  a  public  sale,  for 
these  particular  tracts  were  directed  by  proclamation. 

The  third  subject  of  the  memorial,  viz:  the  establishment  of  a  federal  court  in  that  territoiy,  the  committee 
have  not  taken  into  consideration,  as  there  is  not  now  any  proposition  or  bill  having  that  in  view  before  Congress. 
The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 
1st.  Resolved,  That  a  right  of  pre-emption  ought  not  to  be  given  to  persons  who  have  settled  on  the  public  lands, 
for  land  which  they  cultivate  and  inhabit. 

26.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  extend  the  time  for  making  the  first  payment  on  pre-emption  claims 
granted  under  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

'  See  Memorial,  No.  152. 
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COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES,   JANUARY   5,    1809. 

Treasury  Department,  January,  2,  1309. 

Sir:  .         .  ,       r 

I  have  the  honor,  in  conformity  with  the  several  provisions  of  the  laws  providin,^  for  the  sale  of  public 
lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  transmit  the  transcripts  of  decisions  received  from  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  settle  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  in  the  following  cases,  viz: 

A-  British  patents  disallowed  by  the  commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river;  the  claimants  not  being  residents. 

a.  British  patents  disallowed  by  the  commissioners  east  of  Pearl  river,  for  the  same  reason. 

A.  2.  British  patents  filed  with  the  commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river,  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the 
3d  March,  1805. 

B.  Claims  disallowed,  as  antedated,  by  the  commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river. 

D.  British  and  Spanish  warrants,  or  orders  of  survey,  disallowed  by  the  commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river. 
d.  Spanish  warrants,  or  orders  of  survey,  disallowed  by  the  commissioners  east  of  Pearl  river. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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Mississippi  Territory,  Town  of  Washington,  July  3,  1807. 

Sir: 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river,  established  by  a  law  of  Congress  regulating  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  respectfully 
report: 

That,  having  finished  the  business  assigned  them,  so  far  as  related  to  decisions,  on  the  15th  ultimo  proceeded  to 
the  execution  of  that  part  of  their  duty  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  said  act,  and  find  that  it  is  not  prac- 
ticable to  comply  with  the  requisitions  thereof,  to  the  extent  originally  contemplated:  because  a  survey  of  the  lands 
has  not,  as  yet,  been  made  and  returned,  agreeably  to  the  act  aforesaid,  by  which  the  Board  can  know  and  ascer- 
tain the  British  claims  required  to  be  reported,  and  their  conflictions  with  other  claims,  and  also  their  present  situ- 
ation. They,  therefore,  are  under  the  necessity  of  submitting  the  following,  as  the  only  report  which,  at  this  time, 
can  be  made,  to  wit: 

The  annexed  abstract,  marked  (A.)  contains  all  the  claims  to  lands  held  under  "British  grants,  legally  and 
fully  executed,  which  have  been  duly  recorded,  the  title  of  which  is  not  confirmed  to  the  holders  thereof.'' 

The  conditions  annexed  to  those  grants  are  numerous, and  maybe  classed  under  four  heads:  those  denominated 
mandamus  grants,  those  to  officers  ot  the  army  and  navy,  and  those  to  any  other  description  of  persons;  the  condi- 
tions of  which  vary,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  a  copy  of  each,  which  is  contained  in  the  annexed  sheets, 
numbered  1,  3,  3,  and  4. 

As  to  the  performance  of  any  of  the  conditions  of  those  grants,  no  evidence  has  been  given  or  offered  to  the 
Board  relative  thereto:  in  fact,  they  seem  to  have  been  considered  more  as  matter  of  form  tlian  substance,  and  to 
have  become  obsolete. 

Abstract  (B.)  contains  such  claims  as  have  been  disallowed  by  the  Board,  on  suspicion  of  their  being  antedated; 
but  to  be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity  to  the  third  section  of  an  act  supplementary  to 
the  before  recited  law. 

Abstract  (C.)  contains  claims  of  minors,  founded  on  warrants  of  survey,  &c.  and  disallowed  by  the  Board,  and 
also  required  to  be  reported  by  the  ninth  section  of  said  supplemental  act.  As  to  the  circumstances  which  occa- 
sioned the  issuing  these  warrants,  and  the  validity  attached  to  them,  the  commissioners  observe,  that  it  seems  to 
have  been  the  policy  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  guard  against  monopolies  of  landed  property:  hence,  it  frequently 
happened  that,  in  allotting  lands  to  men  v/ith  numerous  families  of  children,  certain  portions  were  granted  to  their 
children,  or  some  of  them,  in  their  own  right,  which,  by  the  Spanish  laws,  had  the  same  validity  as  if  granted  to  per- 
sons of  full  age;  that,  under  this  character  of  title,  the  parties  were  in  the  habit  of  considering  themselves  as  secure 
as  if  they  had  gone  on  to  perfect  their  rights  to  complete  patent,  and  especially  as  the  powers  of  the  Spanish  Go- 
vernment to  revoke  the  complete  as  well  as  the  incomplete  titles  were  the  same;  added  to  which,  it  was  very 
expensive,  by  reason  of  the  extortion  and  high  fees  of  the  Spanish  officers,  for  the  poor,  or  common  class  of  people, 
to  carry  their  claims  through  all  the  grades  of  title. 

THOMAS  RODNEY, 
ROBERT  WILLIAMS, 
THOMAS  H.  WILLIAMS. 

True  copy  from  the  journal  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

THOMAS  H.  WILLIAMS. 


CONDITIONS. 

1.  Let  a  patent  be  prepared  and  engrossed,  to  pass  the  great  seal  of  this  province,  importing  His  Majesty's  most 
gracious  grant  unto  Captain  Amos  Ogden,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  of  a  plantation  or  tract  of  land,  containing  twenty- 
five  thousand  acres,  situate  southwesterly  about  twenty-one  miles  from  the  old  Natchez  fort,  bounded  southerly  by 
a  creek  called  Homochitto  creek,  and  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  a  tract  of  one  thousand  acres,  granted 
to  Colin  Graham,  Esq.  on  said  creek,  about  half  a  mile  south  from  land  granted  to  Junis  Hooper,  on  a  creek  called 
Second  creek,  and  on  the  other  side  by  vacant  land;  together  with  all  rights,  members,  privileges,  and  appurte- 
nances to  the  same,  being  or  in  anywise  belonging,  upon  the  following  terms,  conditions,  and  reservations,  viz: 
That  the  said  Amos  Ogden  d6  settle  the  said  lands  with  foreign  Protestants,  or  persons  that  shall  be  brought  from  His 
Majesty's  other  colonies  in  North  America,  within  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  in  the  proportion  of  one  person 
for  every  hundred  acres.  That  if  one-third  of  tije  land  is  not  settled  with  foreign  Protestants,  or  persons  (hat  shall 
be  brought  from  His  Majesty's  other  colonies  in  North  America,  in  the  above  mentioned  proportion,  within  three 
years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  the  whole  to  be  forfeited  to  His  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors.  That  such 
part  of  the  whole  tract  as  is  not  settled  with  foreign  Protestants,  or  persons  that  shall  be  brought  from  His  Majesty's 
other  colonies  in  North  America,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  do  revert  to  His  Ma- 
jesty, his  heirs,  and  successors.  That  an  annual  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre  be  reserved  to  His 
Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  payable  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  in  every^  year,  to  commence  and  become 
payable  upon  one-half  of  the  said  land,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  hrst  happen  after  the  expiration  of 
five  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  and  to  be  payable  on  every  ensuing  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen 
days  after;  and  the  whole  quantity  to  be  subject  in  like  manner  to  the  like  quit-rents,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years. 
That  there  be  a  reservation  in  the  said  grant  to  His  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  of  all  those  parts  of  the  land 
which  the  surveyor  shall,  upon  the  return  of  the  survey,  report  to  be  proper  for  erecting  fortifications,  public  wharfs, 
and  naval  yards,  or  for  other  military  purposes.  That  there  be  a  reservation  to  His  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  succes- 
sors, of  all  mines  of  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  and  coals.  That,  if  any  part  of  the  land  shall  appear,  by  the  sur- 
veyor's report,  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  hemp  or  flax,  it  shall  be  a  condition  of  the  grant  that  the  grantee 
shall  sow,  and  continue  annually  to  cultivate,  a  due  proportion  of  the  land,  not  less  than  one  acre  in  every  thousand, 
with  that  beneficial  article  of  produce;  the  same  terms,  conditions,  and  reservations  above  mentioned  being  conform- 
able to  His  Majesty's  order  in  council  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  with  the  other  usual  clauses,  reservations,  provisoes, 
restrictions,  and  limitations,  as  contained  in  His  Majesty's  instructions;  and,  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your  sufficient 
warrant. 

2.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, unto  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and  paying 
unto  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  other 
officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St. 
Michael,  every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after 
the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast,  annually:  Provided, 
always,  and  this  present  grant  is  upon  condition,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs,  and  assigns, 
shall  and  do,  within  three  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  ten  years  aforesaid,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plant- 
able  land  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three  acres,  at  least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall 
judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous,  or  else  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do 
drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained  therein;  and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put 
and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof,  accounted  barren,  three  neat  cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon,  until 
three  acres,  for  every  fifty  acres,  be  fully  cleared  and  improved:  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of 
the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  cultivation  within  the  time  aforesaid,  without  manuring  and  improving  the  same,  if  the 
said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years,  as  aforesaid, 
erect  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  ot  land  one  good  dwelling-house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length,  and 
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sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  for  every  fifty 
acres  therein  contained;  or  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  siiall  be  stony  or  rocicy  ground,  not  fit  for 
culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  Imuse,  begin  to  employ 
thereon,  and  continue  to  work,  for  three  years,  then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  one  good  and 
able  hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improvement:  Provided, 
also,  that  every  three  acres  which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid,  shall  further  be 
accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of 
land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted;  and  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  cultivation  and 
improvements  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swampy,  sunken  grounds,  or  marshes  therein 
contained:  Provided,  also,  that  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this  province,  within 
six  months  from  the  date  hereof;  and,  also,  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the 
same  time,  if  any  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided,  always,  that  the  said  Daniel  Clark, 
his  heirs,  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  tract,  or  any 
part  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating,  planting, 
cultivation,  and  improvement,  in  the  general  courtj  or  in  the  court  of  the  county  district  or  precinct  where  the  said 
land  lieth,  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a 
copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  any  trial  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  of  said  land:  Pro- 
vided, always,  nevertheless,  that,  if  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply 
with,  and  fulfil,  the  respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  set  forth,  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land, 
within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or  if  the  said  Daniel  Clark,  his  heirs,  or  assigns, 
shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer 
appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  ot  St.  Michael, 
or  within  fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant,  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases, 
respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our 
heirs,  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  had  never  been  granted. 

3.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, unto  the  said  Christopher  Guice,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and 
paying  unto  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such 
other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Mi- 
chael, every  yeai',  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the 
expiration  of  two  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  feast,  annually:  Provided,  always, 
and  this  present  grant  is  upon  condition,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  Christopher  Guice,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  shall 
and  do,  within  three  years  after  the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  clear  and 
cultivate  three  acres,  at  least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous, 
or  else  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  threeacresof  marsh,  if  any  such  shall 
be  contained  therein,  and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof 
accounted  barren,  three  neat  cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon,  until  three  acres,  for  every  fifty  acres,  be  fully 
cleared  and  improved;  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  present  culti- 
vation, without  manuring  and  improving  the  same,  if  the  said  Christopher  Guice,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  shall,  within 
three  years  from  the  date  hereof,  erect  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling-house,  to  contain 
at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  and  sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat 
cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty  acres  therein  contained;  or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  shall 
be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit  for  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erect- 
ing the  said  house,  begin  to  employ  thereon,  and  continue  to  work  fourteen  years  then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any 
stone  quarry  or  mine,  one  g'ood  and  able  hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cul- 
tivation and  improvement:  Provided,  also,  that  every  three  acres  which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and 
drained,  as  aforesaid,  shall  further  be  accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save 
forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of  land,  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted:  And  the  said  Christopher  Guice, 
his  heirs,  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in|any  quarry  or  mine,  in 
proportion  to  such  cultivation  and  improvements  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps, 
sunken  grounds,  or  marshes  therein:  Provided,  also,  that  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Otnce 
of  this  province,  within  six  months  from  the  date  thereof;  and,  also,  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the 
Auditor's  Office,  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shalj  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided,  always, 
that  the  said  Christopher  Guice,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  ana 
improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make 
proof  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement  in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the  county, 
district,  or  province  where  the  said  land  lieth,  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered 
with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,'  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seating  and 
planting  of  the  said  land:  Provided,  always,  nevertheless,  that  if  the  said  Christopher  Guice,  his  heiis,  and  assigns, 
do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with  and  fulfil  the  respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth,  for 
the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or  if  the  said 
Christopher  Guice,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General 
of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling 
per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this 
grant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  contained  herein  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding:  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises  hereby  specified,  and  every 
part  or  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  had  never 
been  granted. 

4.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, unto  the  said  William  Bay,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and 
paying  unto  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such 
other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast 
of  St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Alicliael  which  shall  first  happen 
after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast,  annually:  Pro- 
vided, always,  and  this  present  grant  is  upon  condition,  nevertheless,  that  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the 
Register's  Office  of  this  province,  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof;  and,  also,  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be 
entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office,  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  And 
provided,  also,  that  if  the  said  William  Bay,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  vyith  and  fulfil 
the  conditions  herein  above  set  forth  for  the  registering  of  this  grant,  within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for  the 
completion  thereof;  or  if  the  said  William, Bay,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  or 
to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent 
of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for 
every  acre  contained  in  this  grant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises 
hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely, 
as  if  the  same  had  never  been  granted. 
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[The  following  additional  papers  ai-e  furnished  by  the  General  Land  Office.] 

Registers  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river— containing 

A.  Register  of  certificates  granted  on  British  and  Spanish  patents. 

B.  Register  of  certificates  on  which  patents  may  issue,  without  any  payment  of  purchase  money. 

C.  Register  of  certificates  on  which  patents  may  issue  without  any  payment  of  purchase  money,  but  not  until  a 
judicial  decision  shall  have  been  obtained  against  the  conflicting  British  claims. 

D.  Register  of  pre-emption  certificates. 

E.  Register  of  pre-emption  certificates  on  which  patents  may  not  issue  until  a  judicial  decision  shall  have  been 
obtained  against  the  conflicting  British  claims. 

F.  Register  of  British  patents  on  which  no  certificates  have  issued. 
N.  Register  of  claims,  presented  December,  1805. 
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1 

1 

1 

£ 
'3 
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1 
a. 

—  -H<M(Mcoco-<ji-*  vft  o  ^^t^t'QOODOicioo-H..HCTCT?ocO'^TjivnmeD^r^t^cOQDcri 

West  side  of  Tombigbee, 
West  niargin  of  Tombigbee,     - 

Do.                   do. 

Do.                   do. 

Do.                  do.           ■    - 
South  margin  of  Hollow  creek, 
West  side  of  Tombigbee, 
East  side  of  Bilbo's  creek. 
East  side  of  Mobile  river, 
West  margin  of  Alabama,     .    - 
West  side  of  Tombigbee  river. 
West  margin  of  Tombigbee,  .  - 
West  bank  of  Mobile, 
West  niargin  of  Three  River  lake, 
West  side  of  Tombigbee, 
West  niargin  of  Tombigbee,     - 
Laura's  creek. 
West  bank  of  the  Mobile, 
AVest  side  of  Tombigbee, 

Do.                   do. 
West  margin  of  Barrow's  lake. 
West  margin  of  Tombigbee,     - 
West  side  of  Tombigbee, 

Do.                   do. 
West  niargin  of  Tombigbee,    - 
West  side  of  Tombigbee, 

Do.                   do. 

Do.                   do. 
Waters  of  Tolla  creek. 
Margin  of  Barrow's  lake. 
West  side  of  Tombigbee, 
West  niargin  of  Tombigbee,     - 
Tolla  and  Fulsom's  creek. 
South  margin  of  Tolla, 
On  Little  Bassett's  creek. 
West  side  of  Tombigbee, 

Do.                   do. 

0^3 

< 

o 

c 

3 
(*- 
o 

i 

Solomon  Wheat,  -            -           -            - 

Benjamin  King,    -            - 

Natt  Christmas,    -            -            -            - 

Adam  Hollinger,  -            -           -            - 

Jordan  Morgan,    -            -            -            - 

Cornelius  Dunn,    -            -      .      - 

John  Burney,        -            .            -            - 

John  Dease,           -            -            .            - 

William  Wcekley,           -            - 

Benjamin  Stedham, 

Levin  Hainsworth,           -         .  .. 

William  Rogers,  -            -            -            - 

Simon  Andry,       .            -            -            - 

Figures  Lewis,      -            -    .       - 

Ransom  Harwell, 

Thomas  Malone,   -            -            -            - 

John  and  Tandy  Walker, 

Wilson  Carman,  -            -            -            - 

Patrick  Brewer,    -            -        •  "  - 

William  Murrel,  -            -            -            - 

Simpson  AVhaley, 

Elisha  Simmons,   - 

George  Farrar,      -            -       .     - 

Thomas  Sullivan, 

Thomas  Sullivan,  Jun.     - 

Wyche  Watley,    -            -            -            - 

William  Hunt,      -            -            -            - 

John  Gordon,        .            .            .            - 

William  McGrew, 

Adam  Scott.          .            -           -           . 

Stephen  Williams, 

Edwin  Lewis,       .            -            -            - 

William  Green,     -            -            -            - 

Cole  and  McClendon, 

Robert  Sorrel,  Sen. 

John  Wamack,     -            -           -            - 

Isaac  Stanley,       ••           -           •            - 

I 
1 

o 

Solomon  Wheat,  -            -            -            - 

Edward  Creighton, 

Natt  Christmas,     - 

Adam  Hollinger,  -            -            -            - 

Jordan  Morgan,     -            -            -  '         - 

Cornelius  Dunn,  -            -            -            - 

James  Morgan,      - 

John  Dease, 

William  Weekley, 

Benjamin  Stedham, 

Heirs  of  Emanuel  Chaney,  deceased, 

William  Rogers,  .            -            -            - 

Simon  Andry,       -            -            -            - 

Figures  Lewis,      .            -            -            - 

Ransom  Harwell,               _            .            - 

Thomas  Malone,  -            -            -           - 

John  and  Tandy  Walker, 

Wilson  Carman,                -            -    .       - 

Richard  Brashear, 

William  Murrel, 

Simpson  Whaley, 

Elisha  Simmons,   -            -           -            - 

George  Farrar,      .            -            -            - 

Thomas  Sullivan, 

Thomas  Sullivan,  Jun.     -            -           - 

Wyche  Watley,   -            -           -            - 

William  Hunt,      -            -            -           .- 

John  Gordon,         -            -            -            - 

William  McGrew,            -            -            . 

Adam  Scott,          .            -           .           . 

William  H.  Hargrave,     - 

Edwin  Lewis,       -            .            -           - 

Edwin  Lewis,        -            -            -            - 

Edwin  Lewis,        .            -            -            . 

Robert  Sorrel,  Sen. 

John  Wamack,     -           -            -           - 

Isaac  Stanley,        -           -           -           - 
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Da 
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a) 
> 
-3 

1 

1 

d  «  t^  CT  CT  —  ^  n  Qon  01   —  CO  Tf  i^  :o 

Il 

■ 

Quantity 
claimed 

by  indivi- 
duals. 

c 
■S  1 

o  o 

1 

Daniel  Johnson, 
Charles  Casseter, 
Lewis  Crane, 
Clarke  M'Grew, 
Anthony  Hoggatt, 
Henry  Nail, 
Moses  Moore, 
John  Johnson, 
Moses  Moore, 
Cornelius  Rain, 

John  Woods, 
John  Baker, 
Same, 

John  M'Grew,  Sen. 

Wilford  Hoggatt, 

O 

Daniel  Johnson, 
Charles  Casseter, 

CJos.  Westmorlatid, 

(.Clarke  M'Grew, 

CJames  Callier, 

i  N.  Kenner  Hutson, 
Ann  Lawrence, 

r John  Johnson, 

<  Ann  Lawrence, 
C  Cornelius  Rain, 

r  Peter  Malone, 

<  Ed.  Lloyd  Wailes, 
C  John  Baker, 

I  John  M'Grew,  Sen. 

John  Callier, 

g 

c 
c 

Cm 

o 

a 

April  6,  1778, 
Aug.  6,  1778, 

Feb.  16,  1778, 
Sejjt.  12,  1775, 

March  13, 1776, 

March  13,  1776. 

Oct.  22,  1779, 

Jan.  27,  1777, 
Feb.  16,  1778, 
March  20, 1778. 

April  3,  1770. 

Aug  6,  1778. 
Aug.  6,  1778. 
April  16,  1779. 
Oct.  13,  1779. 
Oct.  4,  1779. 
Jan.  29, 1780. 

_.  .  .     -. 

March  2,  1779 
Aug.  17,  1779 
Aug.  17,  1779 
Jan.  16,1777. 

March-2,  177£ 
March,  1779. 

c 

3 

Tombigbee, 
■  Same, 

Same, 

Same, 
Same, 

Same, 

Same, 

Same, 

Same, 

Same, 

Same, 

Same. 

Same, 

Same. 
Alabama, 

Same, 
Waters  of  Tensaw  river, 
Tensaw  river. 
Brier  creek, 

Escambia,  below  the  south- 
ern boundary. 

Same, 
Brier  creek, 

Same,, 
Escambia,  below  the  south- 
ern boundary, 
•     Same, 

Same, 

5 

Aci-es. 

200 

1,000 

800 

300 
500 

173 

27 

500 

-      500 
100 
250 
324 
2,000 
150 
174 
350 
108 
250 
100 
260 

o  o  o  o   o  o 
o  o  o  o   o  « 

ei  00  !M  n    iO 

c 

!& , 

o 
o 

1 
1 

Alexander  McCullagh, 
Robert  Farmer^ 

Same, 

John  Lott,Jun. 
John  Mcintosh, 

William  Fradgely, 

Same, 

John  Southerland,   - 

Charles  Walker, 
Abraham  Little,       - 
William  Wall, 
Arthur  Moore, 
Charles  Walker,      - 
John  Dawson, 
William  Clarke,      - 

Same, 
Peter  De  Forge,  •    - 

Same, 
Allen  Grant, 
George  Burdon, 

Joseph  Lariib, 
George  Burdon, 

Same,               -    ■• 
Francis  Lewis, 

Charles  Ward, 
Same, 

■6 

e 

Alexander  McCullagh, 
Otto  V.  T.  Barbarie, 

Same, 

William  Vardeman, 
Heirs  of  John  Mcintosh, 
Eliu  Hall  Bay, 

Same, 

Same, 

Francis  Coleman, 

Same, 
James  Hoggatt, 
Joshua  Howard, 
Seth  Dean,     - 

Same, 
Samuel  Mims, 

Same, 
Heirs  of  Peter  De  Forge, 

Same,             -- 
Theodore  Gilliard,    - 
George  Burdon, 

Theodore  Gilliard,    - 
George  Burdon, 

Same,              -           - 
Theodore  Gilliard,    - 

Same, 
Same, 
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Mississippi  Territory,  WasJiington  County: 

^OKT  Stovdf.rt,  T/mrsdaij,  February  2,  ISOi. 
Be  it  remembered  that,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  tlie  seventli  Congress  of  (he  United  State*;  passed  on  the 
third  of  March,  one  thousand  ei^ght  hundred  and  three,  entitled,  "An  act  regulatins  the  grants  of  land,  and  provid- 
ing tor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Lnited  Slates  south  of  the  State  iif  Tennessee."  and  in  viitue  of  com- 
missions, by  Thomas  Jefferson,  President  of  the  United  States,  to  Kphraim  Ki-b.v,  and  Robert  Carter  Nicholas  to 
wit:  "  "' 

Thomas  Jefferson,  President  qf'  the  United  Slates  of  America:  To  allivho  shall  scr.  these  presents,  '•■reetiii": 

Know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence,  in  the  integiity,  diligence,  and  discretion  of  Ephraim 
Kirby,ot  Connecticut,  and  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  of  Kentucky,  I  do  appoint  them  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  in  Washington  county,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  ri'ditsof  persons 
claiming  lands  in  the  said  territory  east  of  Pearl  river,(in  pursuance  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between 
the  United  States  and  Georgia,  of  (he  three  first  sectitms  of  the  net  of  Congress,  entitled,  "  An  act  re<'ulatin"'  the 
grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee-" 
and  do  authorize  and  empower  them  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  according  to  law: 
and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same,  with  all  the  rights  and  emoluments  thereunto  legally  appertainins  unto  them' 
the  said  Ephraim  Kirby,  and  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United  l<fates  for 
(he  time  being,  as  to  both  or  either  of  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  here- 
unto affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
[l.  s.]        thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the 
twenty-eighth. 

„    ,,    ^     .J      '  THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

liy  the  President: 

James  Madison,  Secretary  of  Slate. 

Who,  in  conformity  thereto,  severally  took  and  subscribed  the  foliowngoath,  to  wit: 

I,  Ephraim  Kirby.  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  impartially  exercise  and  discharge  the  duties  imposed 
upon  me,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled,  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment. 

EPHRAIM  KIRBY. 

Sworn,  and  subscribed  before  me,  Andrew  Richardson,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  Alleghany  in 
the  commonweath  of  Pennsylvania,  in  due  form,  at  Pittsburg,  this  seventeenth  day  of  October,  in  tlie  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

ANDREW  RICHARDSON. 
Pennsylvania,  Alleghany  County,  to  wii: 

I,  Tarlton  Bates,  prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  said  county,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  above  is  the  proper  signature  of  Andrew  Richardson,:  (hat  the  said  Andrew  Richardson  is  one  of  "the  common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  duly  appointed,  commissioned,  and  acting;  and  that  full 
and  entire  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  given  to  all  his  acts  as  such. 

In  testimony  of  which  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  at  Pittsburg,  this 
[l.  s.]        seventeenth  day  of  October,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  Independence,  in  the  year  of   our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

T.  BATES. 

L  Robert  Carter  Nidiolas,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  impartially  exercise  and  discharge  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  me  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled,  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  thedisposal 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment 

ROBERT  C.NICHOLAS. 

Subscribed,  and  sworn  before  me,  James  Caller,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Wasliingfon,  in  the 
Mississippi  territory,  indue  form,  at  Fort  Stoddert,  in  said  county,  this  first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four. 

JAMES  CALLER,/./'." 

And  also,  in  pursuance  of  a  commission  to  Joseph  Chambers,  by  (he  President  of  the  United  States,  as  follows 
to  wit: 

Thomas  Jefferson,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America:  To  all  who  shall  s<'e  these  presents,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity,  diligence,  and  discretion  of  Joseph 
Chambers,  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  I  do  appoint  him  Register  of  the  Land  Office  of  the  United  States  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  for  the  lands  lying  east  of  Pearl  river;  and  do  authorize  him  to 
execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that  office  according  to  law:  and  to  liave  and  to  hold  the  said  office,  with  all  (he 
rights  and  emoluments  thereunto  legally  appertaining  unto  him,  the  said  Joseph  Chambers,  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  time  being,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate  of  tlie 
United  States,  and  no  longer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  tiie  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be 
hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  AVashington.  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
[l.  s.]        one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three;  and  of  the  Independence  of  tiie'United  States  of  America 
the  twenty-eighth. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
By  the  President: 

James  Madison,  Secretary  of  State. 

Who  also  took  and  subscribed  the  following  oath,  to  wit:  I,  Joseph  Chambers,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will 
impartially  exercise  and  discharge  the  duties  imposed  upon  me,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled.  "  An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  (he  lands  of  tlie  United  States  soutli  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see," to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  James  Caller,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Washington,  Missis- 
sippi territory,  in  due  form,  at  Fort  Stoddert,  this  second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  four. 

JAMES  CALLER,  /.  P. 

The  said  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  and  Joseph  Chambers,  met  and  formed  the  Board,  and  the 
Board  then  proceeded  to  (he  choice  of  a  clerk;  whereupon,  David  Parmelee  2d  was  unanimously  appointed,  who 
being  notifiecl  of  his  appointment,  accepted  the  same,  and  appeared,  took  and  subscribed  the  oath  reriuired  by  law, 
to  wit: 
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I,  David  Parmelee  2d ,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  will  truly  and  faithfully  enter  and  record  all  minutes,  proceed- 
ings, and  decisions  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Washington,  appointed  under,  and  by  virtue  of 
an°act  of  the  United  States,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  and  will  and  faithfully  do  and  perform  all  other  acts  and 
thinas  in  said  act  pointed  out  as  the  duty  of  a  clerk  of  the  said  Board. 

^  DAVID  PARMELEE  2d. 

Sworn,  and  subscribed  in  presence  ot  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  February  2,  1804. 

Test:  EPHRAIM  KIRBY. 

One  of  the  commissioners. 
The  Board  then  adjourned  until  Friday,  the  4th  instant, 

Friday,  Feftrwar!/ 3, 1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Epliraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Proceeded  to  the  adoption  of  certain  rules  and  regulations,  for  conducting  the  business  which  might  come 
before  them;  which  rules  were  ordered  to  be  published  and  posted  up  in  some  conspicuous  places  by  the  clerk,  for  the 
information  of  all  concerned. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  4th  instant. 

•  Saturday,  February  4,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  6th  instant. 

Monday,  February  6,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  7th  instant.  _  ^ , 

Tuesday,  February  7,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  8th  instant.  ^  „ 

Wednesday,  February  8,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  9th  instant. 

Thursday,  February  9,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  10th  instant.  „  , 

Friday,  February  10,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  Uth  instant. 

Saturday,  February  11,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  13th  instant.  _ 

Monday,  February  13,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  RorbertC.  Nicholas. 

Isaac  Ryan's  case.  No.  1  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  4  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— h.  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  nf  Congress  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claim  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Bassett's  creek,  bounded  as  follows: 
beginning  at  a  black  gum,  south,  eighty-sis  degrees  west,  thirty-three  cliains;  south,  twenty-two  degrees  west,  thirty- 
two  chains;  south,  fitty-eight  degrees  east,  eighty  chains;  north,  filty-three  degrees  east,  fifty  chams.to  agum;  north, 
seven  degrees  west,  seventy  chains;  to  a  beach  on  the  side  of  Bassett's  creek;  thence  to  the  beginning;  containing  six 
hundred  thirty-five  acres,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed;  which  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  under  and  in  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress 
as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded 
as  directed  bv  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot*  hereunto  annexed. 

ISAAC  RYAN. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
February  13,  1804. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  20,  by  Edward  Llovd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Francis  Boykin,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  of  lawful  age,  was  produced  as  a  wit- 
ness in  support  of  this  claim,  and,  being  duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  did  depose,  that  he  had  lived  within  the  county 
of  Washington  aforesaid  thirteen  years,  and  had  been  acquainted  with  Isaac  Ryan,  the  present  claimant,  since  the 
year  1795,  and  knew  that,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1797,  and  ever  since,  the  said  Ryan  had  lived  on  the  lands  by  him 
claimed,  lying  on  Bassett's  creek,  and  that  he  had,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  continued  to  occupy  and  cultivate 
the  same;  and  that  the  said  Ryan  was  in  the  year  1797,  the  head  of  a  family;  and  this  witness  further  deposed,  that, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  lands  described  in  the  claimant's  plot  or  survey  now  exhibited,  are  not 
claimed  by  virtue  of  any  British  or  Spanish  grant,  or  order,  or  warrant  of  survey. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration,  and  then  adjourned  until  Tuesday  the  14th  m- 

TuESDAY,  February  14,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present;  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  1 5th  instant. 

Wednesday,  February  15,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  uiitU  Thursday,  the  16th  instant.  ,„     „„. 

Thursday,  feftrwicy  16,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  17th  instant.  „ ,  ,     ,„„, 

Friday,  February  17, 1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  18th  instant. 

•  This  plot,  and  all  those  following  on  this  subject,  have  been  omitted  in  printing,  the  tracts  being  already  sufficiently  de- 
scribed in  the  notices  filed  by  the  claimants. 
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Saturday,  February  18,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  SOtli  instant. 

Monday,  February  20,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  21st  instant. 

Tuesday,  February  21,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  22d  instant. 

Wednesday,  February  22,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephi-aim  Kirby.  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  23d  instant. 

Thursday,  February  -23,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  24th  instant. 

Friday,  February  24,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  25th  instant. 

Saturday,  February  25,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  27th  instant. 

Monday,  February  27,  1804- 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C, Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  28th  instant. 

Tuesday,  Februai^y  28,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
James  Morgan's  case,  No.  2  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  5  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  live-eighths  of  an  acre,  under  the  third 
section  of  the  act. 

Tlie  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  of  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  House's  mill  creek,  beginning  at  a 
lightwood  stake,  and  running  north,  sixteen  and  a  half  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  ninety  poles,  to  a  stake  and 
pine;  thence,  north,  seventy-three  and  a  half  degrees  west,  two  hundred  and  seventy  poles,  to  a  small  post  oak; 
thence,  south,  sixteen  and  a  half  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  ninety  poles,  to  a  pine;  thence,  in  a  direct  line  to 
the  beginning;  containing  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  five-eighths  of  an  acre,  having  such  marks,  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  which  is  claimed  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section 
of  the  said  act  of  Congress  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
unto annexed. 

JAMES  MORGAN, 
Legal  representative  of  John  Burney. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  for  James  Morgan  a  tract  of  land  containing  three  hundred  and  twenty  and  five-eighths  acres,  lying  in 
Washington  county,  on  one  of  the  head  branches  of  House's  mill  creek,  beginning  at  a  lightwood  stake  near  the 
branch,  and  runs  north,  sixteen  and  a  half  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  ninety  poles,  to  a  stake  and  pine  corner; 
thence,  north,  seventy-three  and  a  half  degrees  west,  two  hundred  and  seventy  poles,  to  a  small  post  oak  corner; 
thence,  south,  sixteen  and  a  half  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  ninety  polls,  across  the  branch,  to  a  pine  corner; 
from  thence,  a  direct  line  to  the  place  of  beginning.    Surveyed  1st  February,  1804,  by  J.  Malone. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  21,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

In  support  of  the  right  of  representation,  the  said  James  Morgan  produced  a  ileed  of  C9nveyance  from  John  Bur- 
ney, bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  December,  1803,  duly  executed,  assigning,  relinquishing,  and  conveying  to  the 
said  James  Morgan  all  the  said  Burney's  right  and  claim  to  the  land  described. 

Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  produced  as  a  witness, 
and,  being  duly  sworn  befoi'e  the  Board,  did  depose,  that  John  Burney,  the  person  on  whose  right  the  present  claim- 
ant appears,  did,  on  the  3d  day  of  March  last,  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  now  claimed  by  the  said  Morgan,  as  his 
legal  representative;  and  that  the  said  Burney  was  at  that  tune  the  head  of  a  family,  and  that  he  had  heard  and  be- 
lieved that  the  said  James  Morgan,  since  he  purchased  the  said  right  or  improvement  of  the  said  Burney,  had  re- 
sided, and  still  did  reside,  on  the  premises;  and  that  he  had  no  knowledge  that  the  same  land  was  claimed  by  virtue 
of  any  British  or  Spanish  grant,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Morgan's  case.  No.  3  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  8  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  nineteen  acres,  and  nine-fortieths  of  an  acre,  under  the 
third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  of  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Washington  County,  February  26,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Bassett's  creek,  in  Washington 
county,  beginning  at  a  small  pine,  and  running  south,  sixty  and  a  half  degrees  west,  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 
poles,  to  a  small  black  jack  corner;  thence,  south,  twenty-seven  and  a  half  degrees  east,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  poles,  to  a  light-wood  stake  corner;  thence,  north,  sixty  and  a  half  degrees  east,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  poles,  to  a  post  oak  corner;  thence,  in  a  direct  line  to  the  place  of  beginning;  containing  three  hundred  and  nine- 
teen acres  and  nine-fortieths  of  an  acre:  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed,  which  is  claimed  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  as  a  pre-emption,  and 
now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  alt 
which  he  bees  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  annexed.  „  .  ^^ 

^  f/  »-  WILLIAM  MORGAN. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
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Surveyed  for  William  Morgan  a  tract  of  land,  containing  three  hundred  and  nineteen  and  nine-fortieths  acres, 
lying  in  the  county  of  Washington,  on  a  branch  of  Bassett's  creek.  Beginning  at  a  small  pine,  running  south  sixty 
and  a  h:ilt' decrees,  west  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  polls,  to  a  small  blackjack  corner;  thence,  south  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  degrees,  east  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  polls,  to  a  light  wood  stake  corner;  thence,  north  sixty 
and  a  half  degrees,  east  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  polls,  to  a  post-oak  and  two  pines,  marked  as  corner  trees; 
thence,  a  direct  line  to  the  beginning.    Surveyed  30th  January,  1804,  by  J.  Malune. 

Entered  in  the  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  38,  byEnwARD  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Eegisler. 

James  Morgan,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and  being 
duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  did  depose,  that  William  Morgan,  the  present  claimant,  did,  on  the  3d  day  of 
March  last,  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  lands  now  by  him  claimed,  and  sfill  continues  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same;  and  that  the  said  William  was  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family,  and  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief,  the  said  land  was  nut  claimed  by  virtue  of  any  British  or  Spanish  giant,  orders,  or  warrants  of  survey,  or 
elder  possession  than  that  of  the  said  William. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  pos'tponed  for  consideration,  and  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  20th 
instant. 

Wednesday,  February  29,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Pj-esent:  Ephraini  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  1st  day  of  March  next. 

Thursday,  March  1,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Fnday,  the  2d  instant. 

Friday,  Jiarc/i  2,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  3d  instant. 

Saturday,  March  3,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Nathan  Blackwell's  case,  No,  4  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No,  14  on  the  books  of  the  Register, 
Claim — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commusioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving- and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, beginning  at  a  yellow  leaf  sapling,  running  north,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  ninety  chains,  to  a  red  oak  cor- 
ner; thence,  north,  twenty-three  degrees  east,  seventy-one  chains,  to  a  stake;  thei.ce,  south,  sixty-seven  degrees 
east  twenty-live  chains,  to  the  first  lake;  thence,  thirty-five  chains,  to  the  corner  and  sweet  gum;  thence,  south, 
twenty  degrees  east,  sixty'chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  forty-two  degrees  west,  twenty-seven  chains,  to  the  begin- 
ning; containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  re- 
presented in  the  plot  annexed;  which  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  Nathan  Blackwell,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second 
section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to 
be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act,    'J'o  all  which  he  begs  le.ave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

NATHAN  BLACKWELL. 

March  3.  1804, 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  for  Nathan  Blackwell, .of  Washington  county,  Mississippi  territory, 
under  a  donation  claim,  beginning  at  a  yellow  leaf  sapling,  running  north,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  ninety  chains,  to 
red  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  twenty-three  degrees  east,  seventy-one  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  sixty-seven 
degrees  east,  twenty-five  chains,  to  the  first  lake;  thence,  thirty-five  chains  to  the  corner  and  sweet  gum;  thence,  south, 
twenty  degrees  east,  sixty  chains,  to  a  stakt;  south,  thence,  forty-two  degrees  west,  twenty-seven  chains,  to  the 
beginning. 

WILLL\M  GILLL\M. 

February  18,  1804. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims  vol,  1,  page  44,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wahes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Adam  Hollinger,  of  the  county  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being 
duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  did  depose,  that  Nathan  Blackwell,  the  present  claimant,  was  in  possession  of  the 
land  now  claimed  in  the  year  1795,  and  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  and  that  he  was 
also  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family,  and  of  full  age. 

Young  Gains,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  also  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being 
duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  deposed,  that  Nathan  Blackwell  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  tract  of  land,  repre- 
sented by  the  plot  annexed  to  his  notice  now  presented  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  previous  to  the  27th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1797,  and  had  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  and  that  he  was  at  that  time  the  head  of 
a  family,  and  of  full  age.  He  also  said  that  he  did  not  know  that  the  land  claimed  by  said  Blackwell  is  claimed 
by  any  British  or  Spanish  grant,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  except  a  small  part  by  Francis  Boykin,  under  a  Spanish 
warrant  of  survey,  as  he  believed. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration;  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  5th  instant. 

Monday,  March  5,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C,  Nicholas, 
Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  6th  instant. 

Tuesday,  March  6, 1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  7th  instant, 

Wednesday,  March  7,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Sterling  Dupree's  case.  No.  5  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No,  13  on  the  books  of  the  Register, 

C7ai»i.— The  right  of  representation  to  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act, 

as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Emanuel  Cheney.    The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's 

plot  ot  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting-  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

^  Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  white  oak,  running  south,  sixty-four  degrees  west,  twenty  chains;  thence,  south,  forty- 
five  degrees  west,  fifteen  chains,  to  a  post  oak  corner;  thence,  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  forty -six  chains,  to  a 
post  oak  corner;  thence,  south,  four  degrees  east,  seventy-three  chains,  to  a  maple  corner:  thence,  north,  fifty-six  de- 
grees east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  bank  of  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  river  to  the  beginning';  containing 
four  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  aie  fully  represented  in 
the  plot  annexed:  which  said  land  is  claimed  by  Sterling  Dupree,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  donation  ri^ht  derived  from 
Emanuel  Cheney,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Laud  Office, "east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  di- 
rected by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith'filed 

^  „„     „  STERLING  DUPREE. 

February  29,  1804. 

[Plot  Omitted.] 

The  above  plot  represents  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  for  Sterling  Dupree,  on  Nanna  Hubba. 

^L       .  ^    -.x.  ,T,,         ,o    ■,  NATT.  CHRISTMAS. 

Cham  beaiers,  David  Dupree  and  Edmund  Smith,  sworn. 

This  day,  David  Dupree  and  Edmund  Smitli  came  before  me,  and  made  oath,  that  they  have  given  a  just  account 
of  the  admeasurement  of  the  above  plot  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  29th  February,  1804.  JAMES  CALLER,  J. /*. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  42,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

In  support  of  the  right  of  representation,  the  said  Sterling  Dupree  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Emanuel 
Cheney,  bearing  date  the  19th  day  of  July,  1801,  duly  executed,  assigning,  relinquishing,  and  conveying  to  the  said 
Sterling  Dupree  all  the  said  Emanuel  Cheney's  right  and  claim  to  the  said  land,  and  to  the  improvements  made 
thereon. 

Thomas  Bates,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being 
duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  deposed,  that  Emanuel  Cheney,  in  the  month  of  September,  1798,  built  a  house 
upon  the  lands  now  claimed;  and  in  the  month  of  December  following,  he  removed  into  the  house;  and  in  the  year 
following,  he  commenced  the  cultivation  of  the  land;  that  the  said  Cheney  was  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family,  and 
had  three  children;  that,  about  two  years  after,  the  said  Cheney  gave  up  the  possession  to  Sterling  Dupree,  who 
entered  into  the  occupancy  of  the  said  house  and  lands,  and  has  continued  in  the  occupancy  of  the  same  until  this 
time;  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  the  said  lands  are  not  claimed  by  any  English  or  Spanish  grant,  order,  or 
warrant  of  survey. 

The  Board  then  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration;  and  adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  8th 
instant. 

Thursday,  March  8,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

The  Board  adjourned  until  Friday,  the  9th  instant. 

Friday,  March  9, 1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  10th  instant. 

Saturday-,  March  10,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  12th  instant. 

Monday,  March  12,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephi^aim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  13th  instant. 

Tuesday,  March  13,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  14th  instant. 

Wednesday,  March  14,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

James  Griffin's  case.  No.  6  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  9  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  eighteen  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,/or  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Smith's  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  pine  stake,  and  running  thence  south,  fifty  degrees  east,  sixty-eight  chains  fifty  links,  to 
a  black  oak;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  west,  ninety  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  fifty  degrees  west,  sixty- 
eight  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  forty  degrees  east,  ninety  chains,  to  the  beginning;  containing  sir 
hundred  and  eighteen  acres,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed:  which  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  James  Griffin,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said 
act  of  Congress  as  a  donation;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  re- 
corded as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JAMES  GRIFFIN,  his  +  mark. 

February  28.  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  above  plot  is  truly  surveyed  and  made  out  by  me, Robert  Ligon,  this  14th  day  of  Februaiy,  Anno  Domini 
1804.  Beginning  at  or  near  the  house  that  Thomas  Baker  evacuated  some  days  since;  beginning  on  a  stake  and 
running  south,  fifty  degrees  east;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  west;  thence,  north,  fifty  degrees  west;  thence, 
north,  forty  degrees  east,  to  the  beginning;  including  in  the  above  lines  six  hundred  and  eighteen  acres. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  39,  by  Edward  Llovd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

John  McGrew,  senior,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  produced  as  a  witness, 
and,  being  duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  deposed,  that  James  Griffin  moved,  settled  upon,  and  cultivated  the  land 
now  claimed,  and  represented  by  the  plot  presented  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  before  the  year  1797,  and  has 
continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  that  he  then  was,  has  continued  to  be,  and  now  is,  the  head 
of  a  family,  and  of  full  age. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  is  claimed  by  any  British  or  Spanish  claim? 

Answer.  1  have  understood  that  there  is  both  a  British  and  Spanish  claim  for  this  land,  but  I  have  ne\'er  seen 
either. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  James  Griffin,  the  claimant,  claims  any  other  lands  in  this  territory  in  virtue 
of  any  British  or  Spanish  title? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  does,  but  believe  that  he  does  not. 

Robert  Ligon  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  said  territory,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being 
duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  did  depose,  that  the  plot  of  James  Griffin's  donation  claim  is  a  true  and  correct  re- 
presentation, natural  and  artificial,  of  the  land  claimed;  and  that  the  claimant  resides  within  the  limits  of  this  claim. 

Question.  Do  you  know  and  believe  the  chain  carriers  to  be  men  of  credibility? 

Answer.  1  believe  they  are,  but  am  not  well  acquainted  with  them,  and  cannot  therefore  answer  positively  that 
they  are. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  adjourned  for  consideration. 

EusHA  SiMMONs's  case.  No.  7  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  19  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  four  hundred  and  fifty -four  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Con^ress^  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  consisting  of 
four  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres,  is  claimed  by  Elisha  Simmons,  of  Washington  county,  and  Mississippi  territory, 
under  and  in  virtue  of  an  improvement  and  actual  cultivation  made  previous  to,  and  had  and  continued  on,  the  third 
day  of  March,  1803,  to  the  date  hereof;  which  claim  to  the  aforesaid  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres  is  now  de- 
livered unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said 
act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  thereof,  herewith  filed. 

ELISHA  SIMMONS. 
February  2«/»,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Made  out  the  9th  day  of  February,  1304,  by  me,  Robert  Ligon.  Chain  carriers.  Roily  Green,  Reuben  West- 
molan. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  52,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  iZe^-wto-. 

William  Rogers,  of  the  county  of  Wasiiington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and, 
being  duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  deposed,  that  Elisha  Simmons  moved,  lived,  built  a  house  on  the  place  re- 
presented by  the  plot  now  presented  to  tlie  commissioners,  in  the  month  of  February,  1801,  and  has  lived  on  the 
same  ever  since;  and  that  he  had  then,  and  now  has,  a  wife  and  two  children. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  is  claimed  by  any  British  or  Spanish  grants? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  claims  for  this  land  than  pre-emptions? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  " 

Robert  Ligon  of  said  county,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and, being  duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  de- 
posed: 

Question.  Is  the  plot  now  presented  by  Elisha  Simmons,  for  a  claim  of  pre-emption  of  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  acres  of  land,  a  true  and  correct  one  of  the  land  thereby  represented? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  Are  the  chain  carriers  men  of  credibility? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  are. 

John  McGrew,  senior,  of  the  county  aforesaid,  was  also  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  before  tlie 
Boardj  deposed,  that  he  believes  that  the  claimant  settled  and  lived  on  the  land  claimed  about  the  time  mentioned 
by  William  Rogers,  and  has  continued  on  the  same  ever  since;  that  he  is  the  head  of  a  family,  and  was  so  at  that 
time. 

Question.  Is  there  any  British  or  Spanish  grants  for  this  land? 

Answer.  There  is  a  Spanish  grant  in  the  name  of  James  Frazier,  which  I  believe  will  be  presented. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Rogers's  case,  No.  8  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  25  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  Washing- 
ton county,  butted  on  said  river,  and  bounded  on  the  southwest  by  Kirkland's  old  line,  beginning  at  a  sassafras, 
his  old  corner,  and  runs  with  the  old  line  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  fifty-five  chains,  to  a  small  pine  corner;  on 
the  northwest,  by  lands  within  Kirkland's  survey,  running  north,  twenty  degrees  west,  fifty-five  chains,  to  a  small 
yellow  leaf  and  whortleberry  corner;  on  the  northeast  by  said  survey,  and  runs  north,  seventy  degrees  east,  ninety- 
two  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stooping  maple  on  the  river  bank;  and  from  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  liver  to  the  place 
of  the  beginning:  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  three 
hundred  and  eiglity-eight  acres;  is  claimed  by  William  Rogers,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  settlement,  bearing  date 
the  7th  day  of  February,  1800,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river, 
to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  17th  February,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.  Chain  carriers,  John  Cozby,  Peter  Cartwright.    Test:  R.  Green. 

WILLIAM  ROGERS,  his  x  mark. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  72,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County:  March  12(/t,  1804. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  Peter  Cartwright  and  William  Shaw  were  sworn  before  me;  that  they  impartially  car- 
ried the  chain  for  measuring  a  tract  of  land  for  William  Rogers,  claimed  by  virtue  of  settlement  and  cultivation, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1803.  R.  HARWELL,  y.  i^. 
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Elijah  Simmons,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,bein<' 
duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  deposed,  that  William  Rogers  moved,  settled,  built, and  cultivated  the  land  claimed 
by  the  plot  now  presented  to  the  Board,  in  Febiuary,  1800,  and  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever 
since;  that  he  was  the  head  of  a  family  and  of  full  age,  in  the  said  month  of  February,  1800  and  is  at  this  time  the 
head  of  a  family.  ' 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  British,  Spanish,  or  donation  claim  for  this  land.' 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

John  McGrew,  senior,  of  said  county,  was  also  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  before  the  Board, 
deposed,  that  William  Rogers  moved,  settled,  built,  and  cultivated  the  land  claimed  and  represented  by  the  plot 
now  presented  to  the  Board,  in  February,  1800,  and  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since*  and 
that  he  was  the  head  of  a  family  and  of  full  age  in  the  said  month  of  February,  1800,  and  is  at  this  time  the  head  of 
a  family. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  British  or  Spanish  grant,  or  warrant,  order  of  survey,  or  claim  of  donation  for 
this  land? 

Answer.  I  have  understood,  and  believe,  that  there  are  both  a  British  and  Spanish  claim  for  this  land,  but  I 
have  never  seen  either. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

M.vTTHEw  Shaw's  case,  No.  9  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  3-3  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claiin — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  two  roods,  and  twenty-two  poles,  under 
the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  following 
and  figures,  to  wit:  '^ 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving' 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  butted  on  said 
river,  bounded  on  the  southwest  by  George  Robbins  and  vacant  land,  on  the  southeast  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the 
northeast  by  vacant  land  and  William  Rogers;  beginning  on  a  hackberry  on  the  river  bank,  and  runs  with  Robbing's 
line  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  lifty-nine  chains  fitty  links,  to  a  sweet  gum  corner;  thence,  south,  eighty-one  degrees 
west,  fifty  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  hickory  corner;  thence,  south,  forty-two  degrees  west,  eight  chains,  to  a  pine  corner; 
thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  east,  thirty-two  chains,  to  a  small  pine  corner;  thence,  north,  seventy  degrees  east,  thir- 
teen chains  fifty  links,  to  William  Rogers's  corner,  the  same  course  continued;  in  all,  one  hundred  and  six  chains,  to 
Rogers's  corner  maple  on  the  river  bank;  and  from  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river  to  the  place  of  beginning; 
having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  acres,  two  roods;  twenty-two  poles  is  claimed  by  Matthew  Shaw,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  settlement, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  OfJBce  established 
east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy 
of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

[Plot  omitted.  1 

Surveyed  2d  March,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.     Chain  carriers,  William  Rogers,  Peter  Cartwright. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  86,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  Count]/:  March  I'ith,  1804. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  William  Rogers  and  Peter  Cartwright  were  sworn  before  me,  that  they  impartially 
carried  the  chain  for  the  measuring  of  a  tract  of  land  for  Matthew  Shaw,  claimed  by  settlement  and  cultivation,  on 
the  3d  of  March,  1803. 

R.  HARWELL,  /.  P. 

William  Rogers,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being 
duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  deposed:  that  Matthew  Shaw  moved,  settled,  built  upon,  and  cultivated  the  lan^ 
claimed  and  represented  by  the  plot  now  presented  to  the  Board  of  Commissionfers,  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  the 
year  1802,  and  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  that  he  then  was,  has  continued  to  be, 
and  now  is,  the  head  of  a  family,  and  of  full  age. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  is  claimed  by  any  British,  Spanish,  or  donation  claim? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  of  any. 

Elijah_Sinimons,  of^said  county,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  Matthew  Shaw  moved,  settled,  built  upon,  and  cultivated  the  land  claimed  and  represented  by  the  plot  now 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  in  the  year  1802,  and  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same 
ever  since;  that  he  was  then,  has  continued  to  be,  and  now  is,  the  head  of  a  family,  and  of  full  age. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  is  claimed  by  any  British,  Spanish,  or  donation  claim? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration;  then  adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  15th  inst. 

Thursday,  March  15, 1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

James  Caller's  case.  No.  10  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  31  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  representation  to  five  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres,  two  roods,  and  fifteen  poles,  under 
the  second  section  of  the  act,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Jesse  Briant  and  Henry  Snelgrove. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  waters 
■  of  Smith's  creek,  butted  on  said  river,  and  bounded  by  Chestang's  claim  above,  and  the  heirs  of  James  McGrew 
below,  beginning  on  a  small  maple  on  the  river  bank,  and  running  vvith  Stewart's  old  line,  south,  twenty-five  de- 
grees west,  crossing  the  river  road  at  forty-nine  chains  thirty-five  links,  to  a  small  pine  station;  at  seventy-one 
chains,  to  a  small  branch;  at  one  hundred  and  one  chains,  another;  at  one  hundred  and  two  chains,  another;  in  all, 
one  hundred  and  three  chains,  to  a  white  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  sixty -five  degrees  west,  crossing  the  main  road 
at  forty-seven  chains  to  a  small  pine  station,  in  all  fifty-five  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  small  pine  corner  on  Stewart's 
old  line,  on  the  upper  side;  thence,  with  the  old  line  north,  twenty-five  degrees  east,  crossing  the  main  or  public 
road  at  nine  chains  sixty  links,  the  river  road  at  sixty-five  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  small  bay  station,  crossing  the 
branch  at  sixty-nine  chains  below  the  confluence  of  the  above;  in  all,  ninety-nine  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  old  corner 
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and  elm  on  the  river  bank?  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural, 
as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  five  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres,  two  roods  and  fifteen 
poles,  is  claimed  by  James  Caller,  legal  representative  of  Henry  Snelgrove,  under  and  by  virtue  of  u  settlement 
bearing  date  in  the  year  1797,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river, 
to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed.  ^    , 

JAMES  CALLER, 
Representative  of  Jesse  Bryant  and  Henry  Snelgrove. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  9th  March,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  Richard  S.  Bryan  and  Hartwell  Hardaway. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  83,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes.  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Mississippi  Territort,  Washington  County:  March  10,  1804. 

Hartwell  Hardaway  and  Richard  S.  Bryan  came  personally  before  me,  John  Murrell,  and  made  oath  that  they 
carried  the  chain  in  surveying  a  tract  of  land,  by  Thomas  Malone,  for  James  Caller,  on  Smith  creek,  on  one  side, 
and  Tombigbee  river  on  the  other,  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  JOHN  MURRELL,  J.  P. 

Hartwell  Hardawat, 
Rich.  Smith  Bryan. 

In  support  of  the  right  of  representation,  the  said  James  Caller  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Jesse  Bry- 
ant, dated  the  19th  day  of  September,  1800,  duly  executed,  assigning,  relinquishing,  and  conveying,  to  Henry 
Snelgrove,  all  the  said  Bryant's  right  and  claim  to  said  land  and  the  improvements  made  thereon;  also,  a  deed  of 
conveyance  from  said  Henry  Snelgrove,  bearing  date  the  14th  day  of  June.  1803,  duly  executed,  assigning,  relin- 
quishing, and  conveying,  to  the  said  James  Caller,  all  the  said  Henry  Snelgrove's  right  and  claim  to  the  said  land, 
and  the  improvements  made  thereon. 

Francis  Boykin,  of  the  county  aforesaid,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  before  the  Board, 
deposed,  that  the  land  now  claimed  by  James  Caller  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  me,  in  the  year  1795,-  that  I 
removed  from  and  abandoned  the  same,  in  the  month  of  December  o  the  same  year;  that  Jesse  Bryant  occupied  the 
same  in  the  said  month  of  December,  1795.  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  in  the  year  1798;  and 
further,  that  the  said  land  has  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  said  Bryant,  or  Henry  Snelgrove,  ever  since  the 
month  of  December,  1795;  and  that  Jesse  Bryant  was,  at  that  time,  head  of  a  family;  that  the  plot,  now  exhibited 
by  the  said  Caller  to  the  Board,  represents  a  correct  view  of  the  land  claimed. 

George  Brewer  was  also  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  before  the  Board,  deposed,  that  Jesse 
Bryant  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land,  now  claimed  by  James  Caller,  in  the  year  1797;  and  that  the  same  land 
has  continued  to  be  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  said  Bryant  or  Henry  Snelgrove  ever  since;  and  that  Bryant  and 
Snelgrove  are  the  heads  of  families,  and  were  at  that  time. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Isaac  Ryan's  case. — The  following  certificate  was  exhibited,  to  wit: 

March  1,0,  1804. 

This  day  came  before  me  Thomas  Basset  and  James  Finn,  and.  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  carried  the 
chain  for  Isaac  Ryan's  land,  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  ability,  so  help  them  God. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARGROVE,  ./.  P. 
Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor. 

James  Morgan's  case.— Sampson  Mounger,  George  Brewer,  and  Micajah  Wall,  were  produced  as  witnesses, 
and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  John  Burney,  as  the  legal  representative  of  whom  James  Morgan  claims 
the  right  of  a  preference  to  purchase  the  tract  of  land  represented  by  a  plot  exhibited  by  the  said  Morgan  to  the 
Board,  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  .=iame,  before  and  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  by  his  representative:  and 
that  the  said  Burney  was  the  head  of  a  family. 

Question.    Do  you  know  of  any  British,  Spanish,  or  donation  claim  lor  this  land.' 

Sampson  Mounger.— I  do  not  know  of  any,  but  have  heard  that  John  McGrew  claims  the  same  in  virtue  of  a 
donation. 

George  Brewer.— John  McGrew  has  told  me  that  he  claims  this  land  in  virtue  of  a  donation. 

Micajah  Wall.— John  McGrew  has  told  me  that  he  claims  this  land  in  virtue  of  a  donation,  and  have  heard,  and 
believe,  that  he  has  surveyed  the  same. 

Ephraim  Barker's  case.  No.  II  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  34  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act.  The  claimant  presented 
his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  cast  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Tombigbee  liver,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
beginning  at  a  willow  corner,  and  running  thence,  north,  seventy-nine  degrees  west,  fifty-five  chains  thirty-four 
links,  to  a  small  gum;  thence,  north,  forty  five  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  chains,  to  a  tupelogum: 
thence,  south,  seventy-seven  degrees  east,  fifty-five  chains,  to  a  gum;  thence,  south,  forty-five  degrees  west,  seventy- 
nine  chains,  to  the  river;  thence,  with  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  is  claimed 
by  Ephraim  Barker  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation;  having  such  shape,  form, 
and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he 
begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

EPHRAIM  BARKER,  his  x  mark. 

March  15,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1.  page  90,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for  _ 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  following  certificate  was  exhibited,  to  wit: 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  county,  ss: 

This  day  personally  came  before  me  John  Clark  and  William  Barker,  and  made  oath  that  they  performed 
their  duty  faithfully  and  impartially  in  carrying  the  chain  around  a  tract  of  land,  surveyed  by  William  Gilliam, 
surveyor,  for  Ephraim  Barker,  on  the  18th  of  February,  1804,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  and  bound- 
ed partly  on  the  bank  of  said  river. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this,  12th  of  March,  1804. 

FIGURES  LEWIS,  /.  P. 
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■John  Brewer,  Esquire,  and  Wiley  Barber  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  tliat 
Ephraim  Barker  commenced  to  cultivate  tlie  land  now  claimed  by  him  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1797,  and  has  continued 
to  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  and  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Hiram  McJunger's  case.  No.  12  on  the  docket  of  the.Bow'd,  atid  No,  33  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Clttifn—-A.  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  under  the,  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  purveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  foilowin"'  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  ,     ,  ° 

7b  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March   1803  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pean  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  triict  of  land,  beginning  on  a  pine,  and  running  south,  forty-four  degrees 
east,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  chains,  down  the  Sunflower  creek,  to  a  tupelo  gum;  and  thence,  south,  forty-seven 
degrees  west,  twenty-three  chains,  to  stake  in  fifteen  feet  from  black  gum;  and  thence,  north,  thirty-five  decrees 
v.est,  fifty-four  chains,  to  tupelo  gum;  and  thence,  north,  sixty-five  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains  fifty  linfs,  to 
water  oak;  and  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  thirty-five  chains,  to  swamp  bush;  and  thence,  north,  forty  de- 
grees west,  thirty-five  chains,  to  willow  oak:  and  thence,  north,  forty-six  degrees  'east,  seventy-two  cha'ins,  to  the 
beginning  pine;  including  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  being  vacant  land,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave 
to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  hereunto  tiled. 

HIRAM  MOUNGER. 

March  14,  1804.  ,    ■    ■  . 

[Plot  omitted.  ]  .  _     ,; 

The  above  survey  was -surveyed  on  the  last  day  of  February,  beginning  as  follows,  viz:  on  Spine';  and  tiience, 
south,  forty-four  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  forty-four' chains,  diiectly  down  the  said  creek,  to  tupelo  gum; 
thence,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  twenty-three  chains ;  thence,  north,  thirty-five  degrees  west,  fifty-four 
chains;  thence,  north,  sixty-five  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  west, 
thirty-five  chains  to  branch;  and  up  the  said  branch,  amounting  to  fifty-seven  chains;  and  thence,  north,  forty-six 
dsgrees  east,  to  the  beginning;  bounded  on  the  opposite  of  the  said  creek  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the  opposite  side  by 
Charles  Brewer,  deceased. 

Surveyed  by  me,  Robert  Ligon. — Chain  carriers,  James  Danly,  George  Dieke. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,, was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  now  exhi- 
bited by  Hiram  Mounger,  for  the  land  claimed  bjrJnm».presents  a  correct  description,  natural  and  artificial,  of  the 
same.  ~       '     .'  ■  ■    .  ''  ,    ,i  •  '•' 

•    .  •     '  '  '  March  10, 1804. 

This  day  came  before  me,  James  Danley  and  George  Dieke,  and  swore  that  they  carried  the  chain,  in  surveying 
a  tract  of  land  for  Hiram  Mounger,  without  faVor  or  affection,  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  ability,  so  help  them  God. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARGR.(iVE,  J.  P. 

Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor.  ,[■'■■',: 

John  Brewer  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  Hezekiah  Wheat  inhabited  and 
cultivated  the  land  novv  claimed  by  Hiram  Mounger,  in  the  year  1796;  and  that  the  Same  has  been  cultivated  ever 
since;  and  that  he  has  heard  Hezekiah  Wheat  say  that  he  had  exchanged  this  land  with  Hiram  Mounger  for  other 
lands  claimed  and  improved  by  said  Mounger;  and  that  said  Hezekiah  Wheat  was,  in  the  year  1796,  above  twenty- 
one  years  of  age;  and  that  the  plot  now  exhibited  by  said  Mounger  presents  a  correct  view  of  the  land  claimed  by 
him;  and  that  he  lives  within  the  limits  of  his  claim  and  survey.  ,  .-       .  ■  •   ' ;      . 

Question-  Do  you  know  of  any  British  or  Spanish  claim?  '   ■     '.■•.'  ;    '  '' 

Answer.  Do  not  know  of  any.  ,  '    ■.'   i  •••      ^         ■''■ 

Solomon  Wheat  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  swbtn,'  deposed,  that  hi^  brother,  Hezekiah  Wheat, 
arid  himself,  inhabitetl  and  cultivated  the  land  now  claimed  by  Hiram  Mounger,  in  the  year  1795  or  1796,  and  that 
the  same  has  been  cultivated  and  inhabited  ever  since;  that,  in  the  year  1798,  his  brother,  Hezekiah  Wheat, 
exchanged  this  land  with  said  Mounger  for  other  lands  claimed  and  improved  by  him,  and  that  the  plot,  now  pre- 
sented by  Hiram  Mounger  to  the  Board,  exhibits  correct  view  of  the  land  claimed  by  him,  and  that  he  lives  within 
the  limits  of  his  claim  and  survey. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  ;       , 

Sampson  Mounger's  case,  No.  13  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  35  on  the  books  of  t(ie  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
,  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Cbmmissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing arid  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Mill  creek,  bounded  as  follows,  viz:  begin- 
ning at  a  red  oak  corner;  thence,  south,  fifty-four  degrees  east,  seventy  chains;  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  we^t, 
eighty  chains,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  north,  fifty-four  degrees  west,  eighty-three  chains,  to  an  oak  corner;  thence, 
north,  thirty -six  degrees  east,  fifty-three  chains,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  south,  sixty -four  degrees  east,  thirteen 
chains;  thence,  north,  thirty-two  degrees  east,  twenty-five  chains,  to  the  beginning:  having  such  marks,  natural  and. 
artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  thirty-lour  acres;  is  claimed  by 
Sampson  Mounger,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  bearing  date  3d  March,  1803:  the  said 
Mounger  claims  no  other  lands  in  the  territory,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Oflice  established 
east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy 
of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

SAMPSON  MOUNGER. 
•  ■,  '  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  by  Thqmas  Bilbo  for  S&mpson  Mouijger,  9th  February.  1804.  Chain  cari-iers,  George  Brewer  and 
Osburri  Brewer.    .,,.■■•' 

.  .    I      /  .  THOMAS  BILBO. 

■  Entered- in  record  of  claims,  vol.  U  page  91  j  by  EdwabdLlotj)  WaIles,- for   '      • 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

John  Brewer,  George  Brewer,  Jan.  and  Hirarti  Mourtger,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  swornt 
the  said  John  and  Hiram  deposed,  that  Sampson  Mounger  built  upon  the  tract  of  land  claimed  and  represented  by 
ihe  plot  exhibited  to  the  Board,  in  the  year  1797;  and  that  he  was  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  this  land  is  claimed  by  a  British  or  Spanish  claim? 

Answer.  We  do  not. 
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The  said  George  deposed,  that  Sampson  Mounger  built  upon  the  tract  of  land  claimed  in  the  tali  of  the  fear 
1797,  and  that  he  planted  and  cultivated  within  the  limits  of  the  same  in  the  year,  1798. 

George  Brewer,  Jun.  attorftey  for  the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  "William  Brewer,  deceased;  case  No. 
14  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  37  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant,  as  attorney  aforesaid,  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in 
the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  ad  of .  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  fllarch.  1802,  for 
,  receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Tombigbee,  beginning  at  a  cypress  corner, 
made  conditional  between  Sullivant  and  the  party,  on  a  lake,  known  by  Sulfivant's  landing,  on  the  island  by  the 
name  of  the  Three  Rivers,  and  running  south,  eighty  degrees  east,  seventy-nine  chains  fifty  links;  thence, 
north,  ten  degrees  east,  to  Tombigbee,  and  up  the  said  river  to  a  cut-off;  thence,  with  the  cut-off  to  said  lake,  across 
on  the  west  side  of  said  lake;  and  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  to  an  old  line;  and  thence,  south,  fifty-one 
degrees  west,  with  the  said  line  to  a  black  oak;  thence,  north,  fifty-five  degrees  east,  to  the  beginning  cypress:  having 
such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  phit  annexed,  containing  five  hundred  and  ninety-four 
acres,  and  is  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  William  Brewer,  Sen.  deceased,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section,  to 
wit,  a  donation  title;  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be 
recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

GEORGE  BREWER,  Jun. 

Mtomey  in  fact  for  the  heirs. 
March  15,  1804.  '  ,  .      ■     ,  , 

,.     '  .  .    /       ,         [Plot.omitted.]  ■  ••'  :\   .  ,  , 

'■'■.'■  :■      '•■•,'''.  ■  .  •       '  ':    ' 

The  above  survey  was  surveyed  the  23d  of  February,  in  the  year  18b4,  per  me,  Robert  Ligon,  for  the  heirs  ot 
William  Brewer,  deceased,  beginning  on  a  cypress,  at  a  landing  on  the  east  side  of  said  lake,  known  by  the  nan^e 
of  Sullivant's  landing,  in  the  island  known  by  the  name  of  the  Three  River  island,  and  running  south,  eighty  degrees 
east,  seventy-nine  chains  and  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  ten  degrees  east,  to  Tombigbee,  and  up  the  said  river  to  a  cut- 
off; thence  with  the  cut-off  to  said  lake,  across  on  the  west  side  of  said  lake;  and  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees 
west,  to  an  old  line;  and  thence,  south,  fifty-one  degrees  west,  with  the  said  line,  to  black  oak;  thence,  south,  thirty- 
five  degrees  east,  to  white  oak,  on  one  of  the  small  creeks?  and  thence,  north,  fifty-five  degrees  east,  to  the  begin- 
ning cypress. 

You,  Wiley  Barker  and  William  Barker,  do  solemnly  swear  that  you  have  faithfiflly  executed  the  employment 
of  chain-carriers,  without  favor  or  affection,  to  the  best  of  your  skill  land  ability:  so  help  you  God. 

WILLL\M  H.  HARGRAVE,  /.  P. 

'  For  the  Three  River  tract,  for  the  heirs  of  William  Brewer,  deceased.    Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor. 

■      '       '     ■  K      '.  ;■.'  February  1«/,  1793. 

.Articles  of  agreement  made  and  agreed  upon,  by  and  between  George  Brewer  and  Owen  Sulliven,  respecting  hi* 

lands  and  possessions  in  the  island. 

The  said  Brewer  agrees,  if  the  said  Sulliven  will  go  and' take  possession  of  his  houses  and  cleared  land,  and 
keep  possession  until  tne  said  Brewer  call  for  the  same  again  for  himself,  to  give  the  said  Sulliven  half  the  land  in 
the  island;  Sulliven  to  begin  at  the  lower  end  of  Mr.  Brewer's  old  clearing;  the  island  to  be  divided  in  the  middle; 
Brewer  to  keep  the  upper  end,  and  Sullivan  the  lower  end  of  the  said  island  of  lands,  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Three  Rivers,  over  the  lake.    The  above  conditions  are  agreed  upon  by  us. 

GEO.  BREWER, 
OWEN  SULLIVEN,  his  x  mark. 
N.  B.  And  further  agrees  that,  let  Sulliven  build  a  house  on  any  part  of  the  land,  he  would  not  dispossess  him. 

•  Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  94,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Begister. 

Wiley  Barker,  Richard  Brashears,  and  Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  were  produced  as  witnesses;  and,  being  duly 
sworn,  the  said  Barker  deposed,  that  William  Brewer  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  now  claimed  in  the  year 
1793  or  1794.  and  that  he  died  previous  to  the  year  1797,  and  that  this  land  was  not  cultivated  by  any  of  his  family 
in  the  year  1797,  or  since;  and  that  he  heard  Owen  Sulliven  and  George  Brewer,  Jun.  for  the  representatives  of 
William  Brewer,  deceased,  agree  upon  a  conditional  line,  mentioned  in  the  notice,  and  upon  a  cypress  for  the 
corner  tree  to  this  line;  and  that  said  Sullivan  and  Brewer  agreed  that  Brewer's  heirs  should  have  the  land  lying 
above,  or  on  the  north  side  of  the  conditional  line;  and  that  Owen  Sulliven  should  have  the  land  lying  below,  or  on 
the  south  side  of  this  line. 

The  said  Brashears  deposed,  that  William  Brewer,  deceased,  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  now  claimed 
in  the  year  1792;  that  he  died  in  the  year  1793,  or  1794;  that  Owen  Sulliven  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  same  land 
for  the  representatives  of  William  Brewer,  deceased,  as  by  an  agreement  between  George  Brewer  and  said  Sulli- 
ven may  more  fully  appear;  and  that  Owen  Sullivan  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  this  land  until  within  one  or 
two  years  last  past,  when  he  died;  that  he  saw  the  articles  of  agreement,  now  presented  to  the  Board,  between 
George  Brewer  and  Owen  Sullivan,  signed  and  delivered  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned;  and  that  he  also  saw 
James  Bilbo  subscribe  the  same  as  a  Witness.  "• 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  deposed,  that  tlie  plot  ivow  exhibited  by  George  Brewer  for  donatiop  to  the  heirs  of 
William  Brewer,  deceased,  represents  a  correct  view,  natural  and  artificial,  of  tlie  land  so  claimed. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

SoLOiviON  Wheat's  case.  No.  15  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  36  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  seven  acres  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  poles,  under  the 
second  section  of  the  act.  '  >  . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Bassett's  creek,  in  Washington 
county,  beginning  on  a  pine,  and  running  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  twenty-five  chains;  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees 
east,  sixty  chains,  to  a  lake;  thence,  five  chains,  to  ahackberry  station,  twenty-six  chains  and  fifty  links  to  a  large 
sycamore,fifteen  chains  to  the  corner  white  oak;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  twenty-three  chains,  to  the  begin- 
ning; containing  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  poles,  having  suqh  shape. 
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form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  herewith  filed;  is  claimed  by  Solomon 
Wheat,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  said  act,  as  a  donation.  To  all  .which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as 
also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

SOLOMON  WHEAT,  his  x  mark. 
March  15,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

•  Februauy  22rf,  1804. 

Then  .surveyed  for  Solomon  Wheat,  of  Washington  county,  Mississippi  territory,  under  a  donation  claim  of 
land,  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  poles:  beginning  at  a  pine  running  north, 
sixtydegrees  east,  twenty -five  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  east,  sixty-five  chains,  to  a  lake;  thence, 
to  a  fore-and-aft  hackberry,  five  chains;  thence  to  a  cypress,  twenty-six  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  cypress  ponil: 
thence,  to  a  wiiite  oak  corner,  fifteen  cliains  and  fifty  links;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  ninety-seven  chains 
to  Scot's  beginning  corner;  thence  north,  forty-one  degrees  west,  fifteen  chains,  to  the  beginning. 

WILLIAM  GILLIAM. 
Chain  carriers,  Benjamin  Harrison  and  Thomas  Goodwir). 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  93,  by  Edward  Llovd  Wailes,  for, 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register, 

This  may  certify  that  Benjamin  Harrison  and  Tiiomas  Goodwin  came  before  me,  and  made  oatli  that  they  were 
chain  bearers  to  William  Gilliam,  on  a  survey  of  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  for  Solomon  Wheat,  and  that  they  gave  a 
true  account  of  thcadmeasurement  as  such.    Given  under  my  hand,  this  15th  day  of  March,  1804. 

JAMES  CALLER,  J.  P.      • 

Sampson  Mounger,  Hiram  Mounger,  Ephraim  Barker,  and  Richard  Brashear,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and, 
being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Hiram  deposed,  that,  in  the  year  1796,  or  1797,  he  commenced  to  clear,  and  did  clear, 
about  two  acres  of  land;  and,  on  the  lOthday  of  September,  he  went  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  assist- 
ing his  father  to  remove  to  the  settlement  on  the  Tombigbee  river;  and,  in  October,  1797,  he  returned  to  this  coun- 
try; in  the  year  1798,  he  exchanged  the  land  by  him  claimed,  with  Solomon  and  Hezekiah  Wheat,  lor  another  tract 
of  land  claimed  by  them;  and  that  the  plot  now  exhibited  by  Solomon  Wheat  is  a  true  representation  of  the  land 
by  him  now  claimed,  also  of  a  part  of  the  land  transferred  by  him  to  Solomon  and  Hezekiah  Wheat;  and  that  Solo- 
mon and  Hezekiah  Wheat  have  divided  the  improvement,  by  a  conditional  line  made  between  them,  as  they  have 
both  told  him;  further,  that  they  both  intend  claiming  a  donation  under  and  in  virtue  ot  the  labor  and  improvemerit 
made  by  him  in  1796,  or  1797;  that  he  was  at  that  time  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  British  or  Spanish  claim  for  this  land.' 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

The  said  Barker  deposed,  that  Hiram  Mounger  did  clear  some  land  on  the  tract  now  claimed  by  Solomon 
Wheat,  in  the  year  1797,  and  that  he  was  at  that  time,  and  has  continued  to  be.  an  inhabitant  of  this  country,  and 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age;  and  furtlier,  that  he  has  heard  said  Mounger  say  that  he  exchanged  said  improvement 
and  claim  with  Solomon  and  Hezekiah  Wheat,  for  other  lands  claimed  and  improved  by  them. 

The  said  Brashear  deposed,  that  he  saw  Hiram  Mounger  clearing  land,  in  the  year  1797,  on  the  tract  now 
claimed  by  Solomon  Wheat,  and  that  Said  Mounger  told  him  that  he  had  exchanged  this  improvement  and  ciaim  to 
this  land  with  Solomon  and  Hezekiah  Wheat,  for  other  lands  claimed  and  improved  by  them;  and  that  teolomon 
Wheatnow  inhabits  and  cultivates  within  the  limits  of  this  claim  and  survey;  further,  that  he  believes  that  Hiram 
Mounger  was,  at  the  time  of  his  settlement,  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  said  Sampson  Mounger  deposed,  that  his  son  Hiram  Mounger  was  born  in  the  year  1772.  • 

The  Board  ordered  that  die  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. ,  ■  ..■■••,; 

Richard  Brashear's  case,  No.  16  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  55  on  "the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  act.  1.        •  u      - 

The  claimant,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Patrick  Brewer,  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  sur 
veyor's  plot,  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed,  pursumit  to  theact  of  Congress,  the  3rf  March,  1803,  for  receiving  and  adjusting 

'  .    '    .  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

'  Please  to  take' notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  Richard  Brashear,  of  Washington  county, 
Mississippi  territory,  under  and  in  virtue  of  a  settlement  made  by  Patrick  Brewer,  in  June,  1797,  transferred  by 
said  Brewer  to  Sampson  Mounger,  1798,  and  by  said  Mounger  to  James  Denley  in  the  same  year,  and  by  said 
Denley  to  George  Dickey,  in  1799,  and  by  said  Dickey  to  this  claimant  in  May,  1800,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit: 


the  Register  of°the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all 

which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. „,,„.„ 

^  Fj  H  RICHARD  BRASHEAR. 

March  15/A,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  above  is  just)y  and  truly  laid  oflF  by  me,  Robert  Ligox. 

Laid  off  the  14th  July,  1803,  for  Richard  Brashea^  beginning  on  a  white  oak.  and  running  north,  thirty  degrees 
west,  eighty  ^chains,  to  a  tupelo  gum;  and  from  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine;  and  thence, 
south,  thirty  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  beginning;  in- 
cluding in  said  lines  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  it  was  bounded  by  adjacent  and  unde- 
fined claims,  including  part  of  a  claim  held  by  Watley,  and  also  the  public  ground,  as  the  place  appointed  tor  the 
seat  of  justice  in  Washington  county. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  165,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for         ^„...,„t,t^o    r,     ■  . 

■  ' »-  &        '    J  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County:  , 

This  day  came  before  me  John  Denley,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  lie  carried  the  chain  for  Richard 
BrasheaFs  land,  without  favor  or"  affection,  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  ability,  so  help  him  God.    March  12th,  1804 

WILLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE,  J.  P. 
Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County,  ss. 

I,  David  Gains,  do  swear  that  I  have  faithfully  executed  the  office  of  chain  carrier,  to  a  survey  of  land 
made  by  Robert  Ligon,  and  claimed  by  Richard  Brashear.    Sworn  before  rne,  this  10th  ot  March,  1804. 

JOHN  MURRELL,  J.  P. 
Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor. 
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Sampson  Mounger  and  Hiram  Mounger  we're  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn 4  the  said  Hiram  de- 
posed, tnat,  in  the  year  1797,  Patrick  Brewer  built  upon  the  tract  of  land  claimed  and  represented  by  the  plot  ex- 
hibited to  the  Board,  and  cultivated  upon  the  ■sume.  Knows  that  he  was  the  head  of  a  famdy  previous  to  this  time: 
and  believes  that  he  continued  to  be  so  in  the  year  1797,  ami  that  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age;  that  he  has  heard 
Patrick  Brewer  acknowledge  that  he  transferred  his  right  of  claim  to  this  land  to  Sampson  Mounger,  and  Samp- 
son Mounger  that  lie  transferred  his  right  of  claim  to  James  Denley,  and  James  Denley  that  he  transferred  his  right 
to  George  Dickey,  and  George  Dickey  that  he  transferred  his  right  of  claim  to  Richard  Brashear,  at  the  several 
dates  as  specified  in  the  notice  of  claim,  now  exhibited  by  the  said  Brashear  for  the  said  tract;  and  that  the  said 
Brashear  has  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  same  ever  since.  •.  * 

The  said  Sampson  dejiosed^  that  he  purchased  from  Patrick  Brewer,  in  the  year  1798,  and,  in  the  same  year, 
transferred  the  same  to  James  Denley:  further,  that  I  know  the  said  Brewer  to  have  been  the  head  of  a  family,  and 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  ■  1  ■,■.,;'     ^  ■     ■ 

iQtiestion.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  British  or  Spanish  claim  for  this  land? 

Answer.  We  do  not  know  of  any. 

The  TBoard  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

MiCAJAH  Wall's  case.  No.  17  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  39  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim, — A  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  five-eighths  of  an  acre,  under  the  third 
section  of  the  act.  •  ■    ■ 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  .      , 

To  the  Com^nissioners  appoint edin  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  qf  March,  iS03,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  soicfh  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Smith's  creek,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
beginning  at  James  Moigan's  northeast  corner  stake  and  pine,  and  runs  north,  seventy-three  and  a  half  degrees 
west,  two  hundred  and  seventy  poles,  to  a  small  post  oak,  James  Morgan's  northwest  corner;  thence,  north,  sixteen 
and  a  half  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  ninety  poles,  crossing  the  spring  branch  to  a  small  black-jack  corner: 
thence,  south,  seventy-three  and  a  half  degrees  east,  crossing  spring  branch,  two  hundred  and  seventy  poles, 
to  a  light  woocl  stake  corner;  from  thence,  a  direct  line  to  the  beginning;  containing  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
and  five-eighths  of  an  acre;  is  claimed  by  Micajah  Wall,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a 
pre-emption;  having  such  shape,  form,  at;d  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  be  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

MICAJAH  WALL. 
March  15,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

■  Surveyed  for  Micajah  Wall  a  tract  of  land,  containing  three  hundred  and  twenty  and  five-eighths  acres,  lying 
in  Washington  county,  on  the  waters  of  Sirtith's  creek;  beginning  at  James  Morgan's  northeast  corner  stake  and 
pine  corner:  and  runs  north,  seventy-threK  and  a  half  degrees  west,  two  hundred  and  seventy  poles,  to  a  small  post 
oak,  James  Morgan's  northwest  coi'ner;  thence,  n^rth,  sixteeri  and  a  half  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  ninety  poles, 
crossing  his  spring  branch,  to  a  small  black-jack  corner;  thence,  south,  seventy-three  and  a  half  degrees  east,  cross- 
ing another  spring  branch,  two  hundiwl  'and  seventy  poles,  to  a  light  wood  stake  corner;  and  from  thence  a  direct 
jine  to  the  beginning.    Surveyed  1st  February,  1804,  by 

J.  MALONE. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  100,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Sampson  Mounger  and,  George  Brewer  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  Mica- 
jah Wall,  the  present  claimant,  lias  inhabited  ancl  cultivated  the  land  represented  by  the  plot  now  exhibited  to  the 
Board,  more  than  two  years  last  past:  and,  during  this  whole  time,  hath  been  at  the  head  of  a  family. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  British,  Spianish,  or  dotiation  claim  for  this  land? 

.Sampson  Mounger. — I  do  not  know  of  any,  but  have  heard  that  John  McGrew  claims  the  sam§,  in  virtue  of  a 
donation. 

George  Brewer.Wohn  McGrew  has  told  mp,  that  he  claims  this  land  by  virtue  of  a  donaticm. 

The  Board  ordered  that  tlie  case  be  postponed  for  consideration;  then  adjourned  until  Friday,  the  16th  instant. 

Friday,  March  16,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Richard  Lee's  case,  No.  18  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  44  on  the  books  of  the  Register.   •     '  ■     , 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Jordan  Morgan, 
under  the  second  section  of  the  act 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit:  .  ,      ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving ahd  adjusting  claims  south  of  t/ie  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  beginning  at  a  small  hickory,  upon  a  line  run  by  Thomas 
Bilbo  for  James  Denley,  on  his  tract,  lying  above  or  north  of  Thomas  Wheat's  land;  and  running  thence,  south, 
eighty-five  degrees  west,  seven  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence^  north,  fifty-five  degrees  west,  seventy-hve  chains,  to  a 
hickory;  thence,  north,  twelve  degrees  west,  sixty-four  chains,  to  a  water  oak;  thence,  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  white 
oak;  and  thence,  south,  to  the  L)igiiining,  one  hundred  and  four  chains:  including  in  said  lines  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land;  bounded  on  theea-  by  lands  of  James  Denley  and  John  Brewer,  on  the  south  by  landsof  John  Brewer, 
on  all  other  sidesby  adjacent  unui-fiiied  claims.  This  land  is  claimed  by  Richard  Lee,  of  Washington  county,  Mis- 
sissippi territory,  luuler  and  in  virtue  of  a  settlement  made  by  Jordan  Morgan,  in  the  month  of  August,  or  early  in 
September,  1797,  and  sold  by  saiil  Morgan  to  William  Vardeman  in  the  -year  1799,  and  by  John  Caller,  Esq.,  in 
behalf  of  said  Vardeman,  to  this  reporter,  in  the  year  1801,  April  16th;  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  to  be  established  east  of  1  ari  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to 
refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  t/Ut  herewith  filed. 

R.  LEE- 
March  14,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.]  ', ' 

The  annexed  survey  was  made  the  10th  of  March, 1804,  by  the  undersigned,  for  Richard  Lee,  having  such  marks, 
natural  and  artificial,  as  the  above  plot  represents,  beginning  at  a  small  hickory,  upon  a  line  run  by  Thomas  Bilbo 
for  James  Denley,  on  his  tract  lyin;,  abuve  or  north  of  Thoriias  Wheat's  land;  and  running  thence,  south,  eighty-five 
decrees  west,  seven  chains,  to  a  pine;  llience,  north,  fifty-five  degrees  west,  seventy-five  chains,  to  a  hickory;  thence, 
north,  twelve  degrees  west,  sixty-lour  chains,  to  a  water  oak;  thence,  east,  eighty  chains  to  a  white  oak;  and  thence, 
south,  to  the  beginning;  onehundi'ed  and  four  chains,  bounded  on  the  east  by  lands  of  Jamei  Denley  and  John 
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Brewer,  oa  the  south  by  lands  of  John  Brewer,  on  all  other  sides  hy  adjacent  undefined  claims.      This  land  sur- 
veyed for  a  donation  claim. 

Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  11.5,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  ine,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  county,  George  Dickney  and  James 
Donnelly,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  have  this  day  truly  and  honestly  performed  the  duty  of  chain 
carriers,  in  a  survey  of  land  claimed  by  Richard  Lee,  in  the  Sunflower  neck. 
.  Sworn  before  me,  this  10th  day  of  March,  1804. 

>  WILLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE,  /.  P. 

Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor.      "  '■ 

Richard  Brashear,  Ephraim  Barker,  and  Solomon  Wheat,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn, 
the  said  Brashear  deposed,  that,  in  1797,  Jordan  Morgan  inhabited  and  cleared  upon  the  land  now  claimed  by 
Richard  Lee,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  habitation  and  improvement  made  by  the  said  Morgan;  also,  that  said  Morgan 
lias  told  me  that  he  had,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  transferred  the  land  to  William  Vardeman;  and  that,  imme- 
diately upon  Morgan's  quitting  the  habitation  and  improvement  of  this  land,  William  Vardeman  entered  upon  the 
same;  and  that  Morgan  was  at  that  time  of  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  said  Barker  deposed,  that,  he  believed  that,  in  the  year  1797,  Jordan  Morgan  inhabited  and  improved  the 
land  now  claimed  by  Richard  Lee,  in  virtue  of  a  purchase  under  Morgan;  and  that  said  Morgan  has  told  me  he 
transferred  his  right  to  the  land  now  claimed  to  William  Vardeman  f(^r  a  valuable  consideration;  and  that,  imme- 
diately upon  Morgan's  quitting  the  said  habitation  and  improvement,  William  Vardeman  entered  thereon;  and  that 
Jordan  Morgan  was  at  that  time  twenty-one  years  of  age'. 

The  said  Wheat  deposed,  that,  in  the  year  1797,  Jordan  Morgan  inhabited  and  improved  the  land  now  claimed 
by  Richard  Lee,  in  virtue  of  a  purchase  under  said  Morgan. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  casefae  postponed  for  consideration. , 

'  Wiley  Barker's  case.  No.  ,19  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  56  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  atid  forty  acres,  as  legal  representative  to  Daniel  Barker,  deceased,  under 
the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  ;  ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  f)ursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,/or  receiving  and 
adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  Wiley  Barker,  of  Washington  county,  Mis- 
sissippi territory,  by  virtue  of  a  legacy  of  Daniel  Barker,  deceased,  to  which  the  settlement  was  made  by  the  said 
Daniel  Barker,  and  held  until  1803,  and  held  in  occupation  until  this  period,  to  wit:  beginning  on  a  tupelo  gum  and 
conditional  line  made  between  James  Coplen,  deceased,  and  Daniel  Barker,  deceased,  and  running  south,  sixty  de- 
grees west,  eighty  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  sweet  gum;  and  from  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  seventy-nine 
chains  fifty  links,  to  a  post  oak;  and  from  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  eighty  chains  fifty  links,  to  an  ash;  and 
thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  east,  seventy-nine  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  begmning  tupelo  gum;  including  in  said 
lines  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to 
be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  al  1  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  hereunto  filed. 

;  WILEY  BARKER, 

Legatee  of  Daniel  Barker. 
March  15,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  above.survey  was  surveyed  the  24th  February,  1804,  per  me,  Robert  Ligon,- for  the  legatees  of  Daniel  Bar- 
ker, deceased,  beginning  im  a  tupelo  gum,  and  running  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  eighty  chains  fifty  links,  to  black 
gum;  and  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  seventy-nine  chains  fifty  links,  to  post  oak;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees 
east,  eighty  chains  fifty  links,  ash;  thence,  to  the' beginning  tupelo  gum;  lying  on  the  northeast  by  lands  called  Cal- 
ler's, and  on  the  northwest,  and  northeast,  and  southeast,  on  vacant  land.     Surveyed  by  me, 

ROBERT  LIGON.. 
N.  B.    The  said  land  lies  opposite  the  upper  end  of  what  is  called  the  Three  River  island. 
Chain  carriers,  John  Brewer,  William  Barker.  '. .' 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  167,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for     •    '     •' '  > 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?€g-is<er. 
You,  John  Brewer  and  Williani  Barker,  do  soleijinly  swear  that  you  have  executed  the  employment  of  chain 
carrieis,  without  favor  or  affection,  to,  the  bqst  of  your  skill  and  ability:  so  help  you  Qod. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE,  7.  P. 
"Rob^-At  hioon.  Surveyor.  .    ,         •      ■ 

John  Brewer,  Esq.  Ephraim  Barker,  and  Richard  Brasher,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and.  being  duly  sworn, 
the  said  Brewer  and  Brashear  deposed,  that  Daniel  Baiker,  in  the  year  1797.  commenced  to  cultivate  and  improve 
the  land  now  claimed  by  Wiley  Barker,  in  virtue  of  a  legacy,  and  that  he  continued  to  inhabit  the  same  until  the  year 
1803,  when  he  died;  also,  that  he  cultivated  the  same  from  the  year  1798,  until  his  death;  and  that  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  at  the  date  of  his  settlement. 

The  said  Ephraim  Barker  deposed,  thSt  he  was  present  at  the  death  of  his  son,  Daniel  Barker,  and  that  he 
heard  him  give  to  V/iley  Barker  the  land  now  claimed  a  short  time,  previous  to  his  decease;  and  that  Daniel  Bar- 
ker then  requested  him  particularly  to  take  notice  that  it  was  his  will  and  desire  that  all  his  right  and  interest  in  this 
land  should  be  vested  in  Wiley  Barker,  and  that  he  was  twenty -one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  settlement,  which 
was  in  the  year  1797;  and  that  Daniel  Barker  departed  this  life  in  the  year  1803;  and  that  the  present  claimant  im- 
mediately entered  into  the  possession  and  cultivation  of  this  land,  and  has  continued  in  the  possession  and  cultiva- 
tion thereof  ever  since. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Wyche  Watley's  case.  No.  20  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  54  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  ot 
Rebecca  Kimbre,  inder  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
aiid  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commiisioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  south  of  the  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sunflower  creek,  near  the 
seat  of  justice  for  Washington  county,  beginning  on  a  black  oak,  and  running  south,  twenty  three  degrees  west,  fifty- 
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four  chains,  to  a  pine  on  the  above  creek;  and  thence,  down  the  said  creek,  south,  sixty-three  degrees  east,  eight, 
chains,  to  a  pine,  one-eighth  of  a  mile  from  said  seat  of  justice;  and  thence,  north,  fifty-two  degrees  east,  thirty-six 
chains,  to  a  pine;  and  thence,  south,  fifty-live  degrees  east,  seven  chains,  to  pine;  thence,  north,  fifty-two  degrees  east, 
one  chain,  to  a  post  oak,  to  a  line  of  Richard  Lee's,  and  with  the  said  line  four  chains  to  the  said  Lee's  corner:  thence, 
north,  twelve  degrees  west,  thirty  chains,  to  swamp  on  stake;  thence,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  twenty-five 
chains,  to  the  beginning  black  oak;  including  in  said  lines  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres,  and  also  the  two  im- 
provements made  by  Mrs.  Kimbre.  This  land  is  claimed  by  Wyche  Watley,  of  Washington  county,  Mississippi 
territory,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to*e  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  fif  the  plot  hereunto  filed. 

WYCHE  WATLEY. 

March  15,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  above  survey  was  completed  the  9th  day  of  March  by  me,  Robert  Ligon,  for  Wyche  Watley,  claimed  by 
preemption,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  the  abqve  plot  represents;  beginning  on  the 
lake  on  a  black  oak,  and  running  south,  twenty-tiiree  degrees  west,  fifty-four  chains,  near  the  Sunflower  creek;  and 
from  thence,  south,  sixty-three  degrees  east,  eight  chains;  and  thence,  north,  fifty-two  degrees  east,  thirty-six  chains; 
south,  fifty-five  degrees  east,  seven  chains;  thence,  north,  fifty-two  degrees  east,  nine  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty 
degrees  west,  four  chains,  with  Lee's  line;  thence  running  north,  twelve  degrees  west,  thirty  chains,  with  said  Lee's 
line,  to  Cypress  swamp;  tlieiice,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains,  to  the  beginning,  running  into 
Brashear's  line. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  163,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for  > 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS, /?f^rs(er.' 

March  10,  1803. 
This  day  came  before  me  James  Donley  and  James  Danley,  and  swore  that  they  faithfully  and  truly  carried- the 
chain  for  to  survey  a  tract  of  land  for  Wyche  Watley,  without  favor  or  affection,  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  ability, 
so  help  them  God. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE,  j:p. 
Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor. 

The  said  Watley  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Rebecca  Kimbre,  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of  October, 
1802,  duly  executed,  assigning,  relinquishing,  and  conveying  to  the  said  Watley  all  the  said  Kimbre's  right,  title, 
and  claim  to  said  tract  of  land  and  the  improvements  made  tliereon. 

Hiram  Mounger,  Ephraim  Barker,  Wiley  Barker,  and  Richard  Brashears,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and, 
being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Mounger  deposed,  that  Rebecca  Kimbre,  in  the  year  1803,  inhabited  and  cultivated  on 
the  land  now  claimed  by  Wyche  Watley,  as  her  representative;  that,  in  the  fall  or  winter  of  the  same  year,  Mrs. 
Kimbre  removed  from  and  ceased  to  cultivate  this  land;  and  that  the  said  land  and  improvement  remained  unculti- 
vated and  unoccupied  fiom  the  time  that  Mrs.  Kimbre  left  the  same,  until  the  month  of  December  or  January,  1803, 
when  the  said  Wyche  Watley  occupied  and  commenced  the  further  cultivation  thereof;  and  that  Mrs.  Kimbre  was 
the  head  of  a  family. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  Mr.  Watley  set  out  for  the  purpose  of  removing  his  family  to  the  settlements  on  the 
Tombigbee,  and  at  what  time  did  he  return  with  them.' 

Answer.  He  set  out  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1803,  and  returned  to  this  settlement  with  them  in  the  fall  or  winter 
of  the  same  year. 

The  said  Ephraim  Barker  deposed,  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  settlement  made  by  Mrs.  Kimbre. 

The  said  Wiley  Barker  deposed,  that  he  knew  nothing,  of  his  own  knowledge,  of  the  settlement  made  by  Mrs. 
Kimbre.  ,       ■        •> 

The  said  Brashear  deposed,  that  Rebecca  Kimbre  inhabited  knd  cilltivated  the  land  now  claimed  in  this  year 
1802,  and  that  she  was  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Rebecca  Kimbre  sign  and  deliver,  for  the  purpose  therein  men'tioned,  the  instrument  now 
presented  to  the  Board,  purporting  to  be  a  transfer  from  Rebecca  Kimbre  to  Wyche  Watley  of  the  land  now 
claimed,  and  did  you  see  John  Denley  subscribe  to  the  same  as  a  witness? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question  put  to  Hiram  Mounger.  Was  the  land  delivered  to  Mr.  Watley  or  his  agent  by  Mrs.  Kimbre,  and 
at.what  time? 

Answer.  Rebecjca  Kimbre,  in  the  month  of  October,  1802,  delivered  the  land  now  claimed  to  me,  as  the  agent  of 
Wyche  Watley,  and  for  his  use  and  benefit. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Brewer's  case,  No.  21  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No. on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  pursuant  to  the  apt  of  Congress  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving  and 
adjusting  of  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  to  wit:  beginning  on  an  ironwood,  upon  a  line  of  the  heirs 
of  Charles  Brewer,  and  running  south,  seventy  degrees  east,  forty  chains;  thence  squaring  the  course  each  way, 
lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  land  claimed  by  said  heirs,  and  the  same  distance  on  the  north  side  of  Johnson's  creek: 
this  land  is  claimed  by  John  Brewer,  of  Washington  county,  Mississipm  territory,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  settle- 
ment made  by  tliis  claimant  in  June,  1797,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east 
of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  herewith 
filed. 

JNO.  BREWER. 
March  15,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  above  admeasurement  is  truly  taken  and  laid  down  per  me,  Robert  Ligon,  this  15th  day  of  February, 
1804;  beginning  on  the  corner  of  the  orphans  of  Charles  Brewer,  and  running  eighty  chains  each  way,  lying  on  the 
south  side  of  said  tract,  and  on  the  north  side  of  Johnson's  creek. 

Chain  carriers,  Wiley  Roberts,  James  Danley.  .     ' 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page ,by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?eg-Jsto-. 

You,  James  Danley  and  Wiley  Roberts,  do  solemnly  swear  that  you  have  faithfully  executed  the  employment 
of  chain  carriers,  without  favor  or  affection:  so  help  you  God.  ,  >        * 

William  H.  Hargrave,  y.  P.  •    ,     •  '       W'lLEY  ROBERTS. 

Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor.  JAMES  DANLEY. 
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Richaril  Brasliear  and  Hiram  Mounger  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  did  depose,  that, 
ill  the  yeai-  1797,  John  Brewer  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  now  claimed,  and  has  continued  to  inhabit  and 
cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  also,  that  he  was  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Figures  Lewis's  case.  No.  22  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No. on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres,  and  thirty-six  poles,  under  the  third 
section  of  the  act.  '  ■  < 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  withasutveyrir's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appoin/ed  inmirsvance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  nf  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  1  iver,  and  on  the 
west  side  of  the  most  westerly  prong  of  the  Three  Rivers,  butted  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz:  beginning  at  a  tu- 
pelo  gum,  and  over  cup  oak,  standing  on  the  west  bank  of  the  western  prong  of  tlie  Three  Rivers,  a  little  above  Bar- 
ker's landing,  in  an  old  line,  running  on  the  old  line  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  forty-three  chains  and  seventy -five 
links,  to  a  turkey  oak  corner;  thence,  south,  thirty-three  degrees  east,  forty-six  chains  and  thirty  links,  to  a  water 
oak  station;  thence,  course  continued,  fifteen  chains  and  forty-five  links,  to  a  svveet  gum  corner;  thence,  south,  ten 
degrees  east,  eleven  chains,  to  a  sweet  gum  station;  thence,  course  continued,  five  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  water 
oak  corner,  standing  on  the  north  bank  of  Sullivan's  creek;  thence,  down  the  meanders  of  said  creek,  south,  seventy- 
five  degrees  east,  nine  chains,  to  the  mouth  where  it  makes  into  the  before  mentioned  Three  Rivers;  thence,  up  the 
meanders  of  the  said  west  prong  of  Three  Rivers,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are 
represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres  and  thirty-six  poles,  is  claimed  by 
Figures  Lewis,  of  Washington  county,  as  a  pre-emption,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  make  by  him,  the  said 
F.  Lewis,  on  or  about  the  1st  of  December,  1803,  and  how  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established 
east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of 
the  plot  herewith  filed. 

FIGURES  LEWIS. 
[Plot  mnitted.] 

Surveyed  for  Figures  Lewis,  of  Washington  county,  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres  and  thirty-six  poles  of 
land,  which  represents  the  above  plot,  lying  and  being,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  and  on  the  west  side  of  Tom- 
bigbee river,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  most  westerly  prong  of  the  Three  rivers,  butted  and  bounded  as  followeth, 
viz:  beginning  at  tupelo  gum,  and  over  cup  oak,  standing  on  the  west  bank  of  the  western  prong  of  the  Three  rivers, 
a  little  above  Barker's  landing,  in  an  old  line,  running  on  the  old  line,  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  forty-three  chains  and 
seventy-five  links,  to  a  turkey  oak  corner;  thence,  south,  thirty-three  degrees  east,  forty-six  chains  and  thirty  links 
to  a  water  oak  station;  thence,  course  continued,  fifteen  chains  and  forty -five  links,  to  sweet  gum  corner;  thence, 
south,  ten  degrees  east,  eleven  chains,  to  a  sweet  gum  station;  thence,  course  continued,  five  chains  and  fifty  links, 
to  a  water  oak  corner,  standing  on  the  north  banlc  of  Sullivan's  creek;  thence,  down  the  meanders  of  said  creek, 
south,  seventy-four  degrees  east,  nine  chains,  to  the  mouth,  where  it  makes  in  to  the  before  mentioned  Three  Rivers; 
thence,  up  the  meanders  of  said  west  prong  of  Three  Rivers,  to  the  beginning. 

Surveyed  the  1st  day  of  March,  1804,  by  me,  WILLIAM  GILLIAM. 

Chain  carriers,  Wiley  Barker  and  W^illiam  Barker. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vpl.  1,  page ,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County,  ss:  , 

This  day  came  before  me.  Figures  Lewis,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  county,  Wiley  Barker,  and 
William  Barker,  chain  carriers,  and  made  oath,  that  they  would  do  justice,  and  render  a  true  account  of  the  outs  in 
measuring  round  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  by  Mr.  Gilliam  forme.  Given  under  my  hand,  this  2d  of  March,  1804. 

FIGURES  LEWIS,  J.  F. 

Wiley  Barker  and  Ephraim  Barker  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed,  that,  in 
the  month  of  December,  1803,  Figures  Lewis  commenced  to  build  and  improve  the  land  now  claimed,  and  has  in- 
habited and  cultivated  the  same  ever  since;  and  that  he  was  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  is  claimed  by  any  British,  Spanish,  or  donation  claim.' 
Answer.  We  do  not  know  of  any  British  or  Spanish  claim,  but  do  know  that  all,  or  the  greater  part  thereof,  is 
claimed  by  the  representatives  of  William  Brewer,  deceased,  in  virtue  of  a  donation  claim. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Brewer,  Jun.,  case.  No.  23  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  62  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  James  Watkins 
under  the  second  section  of  the  act: 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  to  reoeive  and 
adjust  the  claims  to  lajuls  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Mississippi  Territory,  TVashington  County,  March  6,  1604. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Bassett's  creek,  butting  and  bounded  as  fol- 
lows: beginning  on  a  red  oak  corner,  on  the  lower  line  of  George  Brewer's  Spanish  claim,  south,  fifty-four  degrees 
east,  seventy  chains,  to  a  corner  pine,  along  Mr.  Sampson  Mounger's  line;  thence,  south,  thirty-six  degrees  west, 
forty -five  chains,  to  a  corner  white  oak,  on  said  Mounger's  line;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  east,  forty  chains,  to  a 
corner  pine;  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  east,  ninety  chains,  to  corner  stake;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  ope 
hundred  and  ten  chains,  to  a  corner  red  oak;  thence,  to  the  beginning  first  mentioned,  having  such  marks,  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  is  claimed  by  George 
Brewer,  Jun.  as  the  legal  representative  of  James  Watkins  and  George  Johnston,  under  and  by  virtue  of  occupancy; 
the  said  tract  herein  specified  being  inhabited  and  cultivated,  the  said  claimants  legally  represented  by  Geoige  Brewer, 
Jun.  on  the  day  of  the  evacuation  of  the  Spanish  troops  from  this  territory,  agreeable  to  the  second  section  of  an  act 
of  Congress  entitled  an  act,  &c.  and  for  along  time  previous  to  that  time;  and  the  same  does  not  appear  to  be 
claimed  by  virtue  of  any  of  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  act,  and  the  said  claimant,  legally  represented  by  George 
Brewer,  claims  no  other  lands  in  the  territory,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east 
of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  All  of  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  hereto 
fixed. 

GEORGE  BREWER,  Jun. 
Surveyed  by  Thomas  Bilbo,  February,  1804.    Chain  carriers,  Sampson  Mounger,  John  Hall. 
Entered  on  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  181,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
[Plot  omitted.  ] 
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Mississippi  TERnrroRY,  Washin^lon  County:' 

Appeared  before  me.  Wm.  Pierce,  one  of  the  Justices  for  said  county,  .lohn  Hall  and  Sampson  Mounger,  and 
made  oath  that  they  rendered  a  true  adjustment  of  the  outs  in  a  survey  made  by  Thomas  Bilbo,  for  Mr.  Watkins,  as 
donation  right,  to  George  Brewer,  Jun.,  his  representative:  as  witness  niy  iiaxid  and  seal. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  26th  day  of  March,  1804.  ,    • 

WLLIAM  PIERCE,  J. />. 

Sampson  Mounger,  and  John  Caller,  Esq.  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Caller 
deposed,  that  James  Watkins  inhabited  and  improved  upon  the  land  now  claimed,  in  the  year  1797,  and  also  in 
the  months  of  March  and  April,  1798;  and  that  James  Watkins  was,  in  the  year  1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  said  Mounger  deposed,  that  James  Watkins  inhabited  and  improved  upon  the  land  now  claimed,  iu  the 
year  1797,  and  also  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1798;  and  that  .Tames  ^yatkins  was,  in  the  year  1797,  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  That  James  Watkins  told  me  that  he  had  transferred  his  right  to  the  land  now  claimed  unto 
George  Johnston  for  a  valuable  consider.ation,  and  that  immediately  after  James  Watkins  quit  the  possession  of  the 
land,  and  George  Johnston  entered  the  possession  thereof,  that  George  Johnston  has  told  me,  that  he  had,  for  a  val- 
uable consideration,  transferred  his  right  to  the  land  now  in  question  to  Alexander  McGrew,  and  I  know  that  said 
McGrew  possessed  himself  of  the  same;  I  have  heard  Alexander  McGrew  say  that  he  had,  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, transferred  his  claim  tn  tliis'land  to  Julian  Castro,  and  do  know  that  Julian  Castro  possessed  himself  thereof. 
Julian  Castro  has  told  me  that  he  had  transferred,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  his  right  to  the  same  land  to  George 
Brewer,  Jun.;  and  I  do  know  that  said  Brewer  took  possession  thereof,  in  the  year  1800  or  1801,  and  has  continued 
in  the  possession  and  improvement  thereof  ever  since. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  lor  consideration. 

JosiAH  Skinner's  case.  No.  24  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  67  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit : 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  Zd' day  of  March,  1803,  for 

receiving  and  adjusting  the  clai7ns  to  lands  sotith  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  on  a  red  oak,  being  Thomas's  corner,  and  runs,  thence,  south,  eighty-six  degrees 
west,  forty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  forty-live  degrees  west,  fifty  chains,  to  a  light  wood  stump;  thence,  south, 
forty  degrees  west,  one  chain  and  fifty  links,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  south,  thirty-eight  degrees  east,  one  hundred 
and  five  chains,  to  a  gum  corner;  thence,  south,  eighty  degrees  east,  forty  chains,  to  the  river;  thence,  with  the  river 
to  the  beginning:  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  esta- 
blished east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a 
copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed,  March  16,  1804:  the  above  land  Tis  claimed  under  and  by  yirtueof  the  third  section 
of  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption. 

JOSIAH  SKINNER. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

This  plot  represents  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  forJosiah  Skinner,  beginning  on  a  red  oak  corner,  of  Thomas 
Carson's,  standing  on  the  bank  of  Tombigbee  river;  running  thence,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  forty  chains, 
to  a  stake  on  Carson's  line;  thence,  north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  fifty  chains,  to  a  light  wood  stump;  thence, 
south,  forty  degrees  west,  one  chain  and  fifty  links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  thirty-eight  degrees  east,  one  hundred 
and  five  chains,  to  a  sweet  gum;  thence,  south,  eighty  degrees  east,  forty  chains,  to  an  ash  on  the  bank  of  the  river; 
thence,  up  the  various  courses  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty -five  acres. 
Surveyed  10th  day  of  March,  1804.  , 

"    •..;•'•.  NATT.  CHRISTJMAS. 

Entered  in  the  record  of  claims,  vol.  1.  page —,  by  EpwARD  LloItd  W^iLies,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Adam  HoUinger  ajid  Natt.  Christinas  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed:  that 
Josiah  Skinner  commenced  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  now  claimed  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1802;  and  do  be- 
lieve that  he  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  after  the  third  day  of  March,  1803;  and  that  he  was  on 
said  third  day  of  March  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Anna  Mounger's  case.  No.  25  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  61  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  donation  of  five  hundred  and  four  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  her  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit:  .''.'. 

To  tlie  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  thi  act  of  Congi-ess,  passed  the  3d,  day  of  -March^  1^03^  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  qf  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  butting  and  bounding  as 
follows,  viz:  beginning  on  a  large  sycamore,  running  south,  forty-eight  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and 'twenty-six 
chains,  forty-nine  links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  forty-two  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  forty- 
eight  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains,  forty-nine  links,  to  a  hackberry  corner  on  the  river;  thence, 
down  the  river  Tombigbee,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed,  containing  five  hundred  and  four  acres  of  land;  is  claimed  by  Anna  Mounger,  under  and  by  virtue  of  occu  - 
pancy,  the  said  tract  therein  specified  being  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant  since  the  year  1797,  and  she 
claims  no  other  lands  in  the  territory;  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pear! 
river,  to  be  recorded,  as  (directed  by  said  act.  To  all-ivhich  she  begs  leave  to  refisr,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  here- 

"''^'''^'^•  '         ,';•;,..::  ,         .-,    \  ANNAMOUNGER. 

[Plot  omitted.],  -  ,,     ■    ' 

'  Surveyed  by  Thomas  Bilbo,  for  Anna  Mounger.    Chain  carriers,  George  Brewer,  Jun.  and  John  Hall. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  179,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County: 
,  Appeared  before  me,  William  Pierce,  one  of  the  Justices  forthe  said  county,  John  Hall,  and  made  oath  that 
.  he  rendered  a  true  adjustment  of  the  outs,  as  chain  carrier,  in  a  survey  made  by  Thomas  Bilbo,  for  Anna  Mounger, 
as  donation  right;  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal.    Sworn  before  me,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  1804. 

WILLIAM  PIERCE,  /.  P. 
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Mississippi  Territory,  VTashington  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  George  Brewer,  and  made  oath,  that  he  carried  the  chain  for  a  tract  of  land, 
surveyed  for  Anna  Moiinger,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge.  Given  under  my  hand,  March  30th,  1804.  Sworn  to 
bet  ore 

JON.  CALLIER,    /.  P. 

George  Brewer,  Jun.,  Francis  Boykin,  and  James  Caller,  Esq.  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn, 
the  said  Brewer  and  Boykin  testified,  that  Elijah  Thompson,  the  late  husband  of  Anna  Mounger,  inhabited  and 
cultivated  the  land  now  claimed  by  Anna  Mounger,  in  the  year  1796,  and  part  of  the  year  1797:  some  time  in  the 
first  part  of  this  year,  Elijah  Thompson  died,  without  lawful  issue,  that  Anna  Mounger,  his  wife,  continued  to  inhabit 
and  cultivate  the  same  land,  until  sometime  in  the  month  of  December,  1798,  when  she  intermarried  with  Samp- 
son Mounger;  and  that  Sampson  Mounger  continued,  after  his  intermarriage,  to  cultivate  the  year  following. 

The  said  Caller  testified,  that  in  the  year  1802,  he  came  into  the  possession  of  the  land  now  claimed  by 
Anna  Mounger,  by  authority  of  Joshua  Howard,  who  claimed  the  same,  under  an  English  title,  but  finding  that  the 
present  claimant  asserted  her  right  to  the  land,  and  not  finding  any  satisfactory  title  in  Howard,  he  gave  up  the  pos- 
session. 

Question  to  each  of  the  witnesses.  •  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  is  claimed  by  any  Spanish  or  English  title? 

Answer.  We  do  not. 

Question  to  each  of  the  witnesses.  Do  you  know  whether  the  present  claimant  makes  claim  to  any  other  lands 
in  this  territory,  by  force  of  any  British  or  Spanish  grant,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey? 

Answer.     We  do  not. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Carson's  case.  No.  26  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  38  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  John  Jacob  Abner, 
under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Ttnnessee,andeast  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  stake  at  the  mouth  of  the  lake,  called  the  Polbyu,  and  running  south,  eighty- 
six  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  south,  eleven  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine  corner; 
thence,  north,  eighty-six  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  red  oak  standing  on  the  river;  thence,  up  the  river  to  the 
beginning;  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  \yhich  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  Thomas  Carson,  legal  representative 
of  John  Jacob  Abner,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which 
he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

THOMAS  CARSON. 
Legal  representative  of  John  Jacob  Mner. 
March  16, 1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

This  plot  represents  a  tract  of  land,  surveyed  for  Thomas  Carson,  beginning  at  red  oak  corner,  on  the  bank  of 
Tombigbee,  running  up  the  bank  of  the  river,  as  the  plot  directs,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake  at  the  mouth  of  Polbyu; 
thence  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  eleven  degrees  east,  eighty  chains  to  a 
pine;  thence,  to  the  beginning;  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.    Surveyed  the  12th  of  March,  1804. 

NATT.  CHRISTMAS. 
Chain  bearers,  John  Barnett,  Godwin  Mirack. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  pages  97  and  98,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

This  day  came  John  Barnett  and  Goodwin  Mirack  before  me,  and  made  oath  that,  in  all  cases  where  they 
have  borne  the  chain,  they  have  done  it  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  and  rendered  a  true  account  of  the  measure- 
ment; and  that  they  would,  in  all  cases  hereafter,  do  the  same  in  like  manner. 

Sworn  before  me  this  5th  of  March,  1804, 

JOSEPH  THOMPSON,/.  P. 

The  said  Thomas  Carson,  in  support  of  the  right  of  representation,  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John 
Jacob  Abner,  JDearing  date  the  31st  day  of  July,  1802,  duly  executed,  assigning,  relinquishing,  and  conveying  to  the 
said  Carson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  the  said  Abner's  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  to  the  said  land,  and  the  im- 
provements made  thereon.  , 

Adam  Hollinger,  Francis  Boykin,  and  Richard  Barrow,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the 
said  Hollinger  deposed,  that  John  Jacob  Abner  did,  in  the  year  1797,  and  for  many  years  before,  inhabit  and  cul- 
tivate the  land  now  claimed,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  until  after  he  sold  his  right  to  Thomas 
Carson;  that  the  said  Abney  was,  in  the  year  1797,  the  head  of  a  family:  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1803,  Thomas 
Carson  entered  into  possession  of  the  premises,  and  has  so  continued  ever  since. 

The  said  Boykin  testified,  That  Abner  was  in  possession  of  the  land  in  the  year  1792  or  1793,  but  does  not  know 
that  he  lived  there  in  1797. 

The  said  Barrow  testified,  that  John  Jacob  Abner  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  in  questiorf in  the  year  1797, 
and  has  continued  to  cultivate  the  same  until  the  last  year;  and  that  he  was  of  full  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family  in 
year  1797. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

The  Heirs  of  Charles  Brewer,  case  No.  27  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  57  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A  donation  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  river  Tennessee,  and  east  qf  Pearl  river. 

Maroh  14,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  beginning  on  a  tupelo  gum  near  the  bank  of  Sunflower 

creek,  or  on  a  stake  in  and  about  fifteen  feet  from  said  gum,  and  bounding  on  five  lines  of  Hiram  Mounger's  survey, 

and  cornering  on  a  stake  in  the  branch,  and  running  south,  twenty  degrees  west,  forty-four  chains;  thence,  south, 

seventy  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty -seven  chains,  to  the  beginning.     This  land  is  claimed  by  the  heirs  of 

84  s 
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•  plot 
EPHRAIM  BARKER,  his  x  mark, 

For  the  heirs  of  Charles  Brewer. 
[Plot  omitted.  ] 
Test,  Richard  liEE. 

The  within  plot  is  surveyed  for  the  remains  of  Charles  Brewer,  deceased,  beginning  on  a  tupelo  gum,  near  the 
bank  of  the  Sunflower  creek,  or  on  a  stake  in  and  about  fifteen  feet  from  said  gum,  and  binding  on  five  Tines  of  Hiram 
Mounger's  survey,  and  corners  on  a  stake  in  the  branch,  and  running  south,  twenty  degrees  west,  forty-four  chains; 
thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  chains,  to  the  beginning. 
Surveyed  by  me,  Robert  Ligoii.    Chain  carriers,  Stephen  Williams,  George  Dickey. 
Entered  in  lecord  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  168,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

.JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

March  10,  1804. 
This  day  came  before  me  George  Dickey  and  Stephen  Williams,  and  swore  that  they  had  faithfully  and  truly 
carried  the  chain  in  surveying  a  tract  of  land  for  the  heirs  of  Charles  Brewer,  deceased,  without  favor  or  affection,  to 
the  best  of  their  skill  and  ability,  so  help  them  God. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE,  J.  P. 
Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor. 

John  Brewer,  Esq.  and  Hiram  Mounger,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed,  that 
the  deceased  Charles  Brewer  commenced  the  improvement  of  the  land  in  question,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1797,  by 
clearing  a  little  land,  &c.;  his  family  being  sickly,  he  did  not  make  a  crop  on  the  land  in  the  year  1798,  but  came 
on  to  the  land  with  his  family  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1798,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  his 
decease,  which  was  in  the  year  1802;  his  family  have  since  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  land  until 
the  present  time.    The  said  Charles  Brewer  was  the  head  of  a  family  in  the  year  1797. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Caller,  Esq.  case  No.  28  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  40  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres  and  six-tenths  of  an  acre,  as  assignee  and  legal  repre- 
sentative of  Joseph  Anderson,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  15,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land  lying  west  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  butting  and  bounding 
northwardly,  beginning  ata  sycamore  on  the  bank  of  said  river,  being  the  conditional  corner  between  Joseph  Ander- 
son and  Jacob  Abner,  running  south,  seventy-six  degrees  west,  to  another  black  jack  corner,  agreed  upon  by  the  said 
Anderson  and  Abner;  thence,  to  a  stake  on  the  same  course,  distance  seventy  chains;  thence,  south,  three  degrees 
east,  seventy-five  chains,  to  a  black  gum  on  the  side  of  a  small  branch;  thence,  north,  eighty-seven  degrees  east,  se- 
venty chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  river  bank  at  Rochon's  corner;  then  up  the  meanders  of  said  river  to  the  beginning 
corner;  bounded  northwardly  by  Jacob  Abner's  land,  and  southeastward ly  by  Rochon's  land,  west  by  vacant  land, 
and  on  the  east  by  the  Tombigbee  river,  lying  in  the  county  of  Washington,  Mississippi  territory,  about  two  miles 
above  Nanna  Hubba  bluff;  is  claimed  by  James  Caller,  the  legal  representative  of  Joseph  Anderson,  the  said  Joseph 

Anderson  having  settled  thereon  on  the  day  of 1798;  and  conveyed  by  said  Anderson  to  Seth  Dean,  on 

the  3d  of  December,  1803,  and  from  said  Dean  conveyed  to  James  Caller,  on  the  16th  day  of  January,  1804,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  donation,  agreeably  to  the  second  section  of  an  act  of  Congiess,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803, 
as  may  appear  by  that  act,  to  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  now  handed  or  deliver- 
ed to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  to  be  recorded  agreeably  to  that  act. 

.TAMES  CALLER, 
JOSEPH  ANDERSON. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

March  14,  1804. 
Surveyed  for  James  Caller,  the  legal  representative  of  Joseph  Anderson,  a  tract  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  Tombigbee,  containing  five  hundred  and  sixty-seveii  and  six-tenths  acres;  beginning  at  a  sycamore  on  the  bank 
of  said  river,  being  the  conditional  corner  between  the  said  Anderson  and  Jacob  Abner,  running  south,  seventy-six 
degrees  west,  to  another  black  jack  corner  agreed  on  by  the  said  Anderson  and  Abner;  then  to  a  stake  on  the  same 
course,  distance  seventy  chains;  thence,  south,  three  degrees  east,  seventy-five  chains,  to  a  black  gum  on  the  side  of 
a  small  branch;  thence,  north,  eighty-seven  degrees  east,  seventy  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  river  bank,  at  Rochon's 
corner;  then  up  the  meanders  of  said  river  to  the  beginning  corner;  bounded  northwardly  by  Jacob  Abner's  land,  and 
south-eastwardly  by  Rochon's  land,  west  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the  cast  by  the  Tombigbee  river,  lying  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  Mississippi  territory. 

Surveyed  by  James  Gordon.    Chain  bearers,  Joseph  Bates,  Sen.  William  Weathers. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  101,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  JRegister. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Joseph  Bates,  sen.  and  William  Weathers,  made  oath,  as  chain  bearers  to  .femes  Gordon,  surveyor,  they  have 
given  a  true  account  of  the  lauds  they  admeasured  for  him  as  such,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge. 

JAMES  CALLER,  J.  P. 

In  support  of  the  right  of  representation,  the  claimant  exhibi-Ied  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Joseph  Anderson, 
bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  December,  1803,  assigning  and  conveying  to  Seth  Dean  ail  the  said  Anderson's  right, 
claim,  and  interest  in  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  the  improvements  made  thereon;  also  produced  a  deed  of  convey- 
ance from  said  Dean,  bearing  date  the  18th  day  of  January,  1804,  conveying  and  assigning  to  the  said  James  Caller 
all  the  said  Dean's  right  and  claim  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  to  the  improvements  made  thereon. 

Adam  Hollinger  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposed.  That  the  said  Joseph  Anderson  en- 
tered into  the  land  in  question  early  in  the  year  1798,  (believes  in  the  month  of  February,)  and  cultivated  a  small 
crop  that  season,  and  lived  on  the  land  in  a  school  house;  that  the  year  following  he  built  a  house  on  the  land,  and 
continued  there  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  until  about  this  time  last  year;  he  then  sold  his  improvement,  and  moved  off. 
At  the  time  when  he  first  went  on  to  said  land,  he  had  a  wife  and  family  of  children. 

Question  by  James  Caller.  Did  you  ever  hear  John  Jacob  Abner  say  that  he  and  Anderson  had  agreed  upon  a 
conditional  line  between  their  respective  possessions.'' 

Answer.  I  did  hear  Abner  say  so,  but  do  not  know  where  the  line  was." 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 


ms 
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HowEL  Dupree's  case,  No.  29  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  42  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A.  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirteen  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  William  Hillis 
under  the  second  section  of  the  act.  ' 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  of  the  claims  of  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  Howel  Dupree,  of  Washington  county 
Mississippi  territory,  under,  and  in  virtue  of,  a  settlement  made  by  William  Hillis  in  the  year  1795,  now  delivered' 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act  To 
which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

,,  ,.   ,on.  HOWEL  DUPREE. 

March  15,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  above  survey  is  just  and  true  as  it  stands  stated,  surveyed  the  14th  day  of  March,  1804,  by  me,  Robert 
Ligon,  and  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  the  plot  represents;  beginning  on  a  line  run  for  Crei^hton's 
survey,  and  running  north,  thirty-four  degrees  west,  seventeen  chains,  to  a  sassafras;  and  from  thence  north  "thirty- 
seven  degrees  east,  thirty-five  chains  to  pine;  and  from  thence  south,  eighty  five  degrees  east,  to  water  oak;  and  from 
thence  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  thirty-four  chains,  to  swamp  bush;  and  from  thence,  meandering  the  river,  and 
on  its  west  side,  to  where  the  rivers  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  intersect  each  other,  and  corner  on  a  sweet  "u'm  on 
the  bank  of  said  river,  and  running  south,  eighty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  chains,  to  the  beginnin" 
stake,  including,  in  said  lines,  the  improvement  made  by  Hillis  and  transferred  to  Dupree,  to  which  the  same 
implies  the  surveying. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  108,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Mrssissippi  Territory,  Washington  County:  March  30,  1804. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  Hines  and  Edmund  Smith,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  deposed,  and  said,  that  they  carried  the  chain  for  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  for  Howel  Dupree,  and 
that  they  effected  the  duty  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment,  as  directed  by  the  surveyor. 
Given  under  my  hand.    Sworn  to  before  me, 

JON.  CALLIER,  J.  P. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  William  Hillis,  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of  November,  1801, 
assigning  and  conveying  to  the  said  Howel  Dupree  all  the  said  Hillis's  right,  interest,  and  claim  to  the  said  tract 
of  land,  and  to  the  improvements  made  thereon. 

Richard  Barrow  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that,  in  the  year  1795,  AVilliam 
Hillis  commenced  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  land  now  claimed,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  improve 
the  same  until  he  sold  his  right  to  Howel  Dupree  in  the  year  1801:  the  last  part  of  the  time  the  said  Hillis  rented 
the  jand.  When  Dupree  purchased  the  right  of  Hillis,  he  took  the  possession,  and  has  continued  to  inhabit  and 
cultivate  the  same  until  this  time;  that  the  said  Hillis,  at  the  time  of  his  inhabiting,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  land,  in 
the  year  1797,  was  the  head  of  a  family. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  said  Hillis  assigned  his  right  to  the  land  in  question  to  the  said  Dupree? 

Answer.  I  was;  it  was  done  at  my  house. 

Question.  Did  you  see  it  executed  and  delivered  by  Hillis? 

Answer.  I  did,  and  signed  it  myself  as  a  witness. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Scott's  case,  No.  30  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  41  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  and  twenty  poles,  as  assignee  and  legal  represen- 
tative of  Gabriel  Burrows,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  ana  adjusting  the  claims  of  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
_  Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Bassett's  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  pine  and  running  south,  thirty  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty -two  chains,  to  a 
gum  corner;  thence  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains,  to  a  gum  corner;  thence  north,  thirty  degrees 
west,  seventy-nine  chains,  to  a  cypress  corner;  thence  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains,  to  a  red  oak: 
thence  north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  thirty  chains  fifty  links,  to  red  oak;  thence  north,  sixty-seven  degrees  east, 
fifty  chains  thirty  links,  to  the  beginning;  containing  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  and  twenty  poles,  having 
such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  herewith  annexed:  is  claimed 
by  James  Scott,  legal  representative  of  Gabriel  Burrows,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JAMES  SCOTT, 
March  15,  1804,  Legal  representative  of  Gabriel  Burrows. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

February  18,  1804. 
I  have  surveyed,  for  James  Scott,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  and  twenty  poles  of  land,  on  the  west 
side  of  Tombigbee  river;  its  buttings  and  boundaries  are  as  hereafter  set  down:  beginning  at  a  pine,  running  south, 
thirty  degrees  east,  to  a  sweet  gum,  seventy-five  chains,  to  an  open  pond;  thence,  to  a  tupelo  gum  corner,  forty- 
seven  chains;  thence  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains;  thence  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  to  a  black 
gum  station  on  Lee's  line,  forty-seven  chains;  thence,  to  a  cypress  corner,  thirty-three  chains;  thence  north,  sixty- 
five  degrees  west,  to  a  forked  red  oak  corner,  twenty-five  chains;  thence  north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  to  a  mul- 
berry station,  twelve  chains;  thence,  to  a  red  oak  sapling  corner,  eighteen  chains  twenty-five  links,  to  the  beginning, 
north,  sixty-seven  degrees  east,  fifty  chains  thirty  links. 

WILLIAM  GILLIAM. 
Chain  carriers,  Solomon  AVheat  and  Benjamin  Harrison. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  106,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County:  March  13,  1804. 

This  day  came  before  me,  one  of  the  justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  said  county,  Solomon  Wheat  and 
Benjamin  Harrison,  and  did  swear  that  they  carried  the  chain  round  the  land  that  was  run  for  James  Scott,  to  the 
best  of  their  knowledge:  so  help  them  God. 

WfLLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE,  J.  P. 
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The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Gabriel  Burrows,  bearing  date  the  19th  day  of  September, 
1799,  relinquishing  and  conveying  to  the  said  Scott  all  the  said  Burrows's  right,  title,  and  claim,  to  the  said  tract 
of  land,  and  the  improvements  made  thereon. 

Hiram  Mounger  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  about  Christmas,  in  the  year 
1797,  Gabriel  Burrows  removed  on  to  the  land  in  question,  with  his  family,  erected  a  house,  and  commenced  the 
clearing  of  the  land,  and  raised  a  crop  upon  the  same  the  following  season;  that  he  continued  to  inhabit  and  cul- 
tivate the  same  until  he  sold  his  possessions  to  James  Scott;  the  said  James  Scott  then  came  into  the  possession  of 
the  premises,  and  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  this  time;  that  the  said  Burrows  was,  at  the 
time  of  commencing  his  settlement,  as  aforesaid,  the  head  of  a  family. 

Tlie  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration,  and  adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  17th  instant. 

Saturday,  March  17,  1804. 
The  Board  met,  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  19th  instant. 

Monday,  March  19,  1804. 
The  Board  met,  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  20th  irftetant. 

Tuesday,  March  20,  1804. 
The  Board  met,  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Thomas  Bassett's  case.  No.  31  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  49  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — Of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  as  administrator  of  Nathaniel  Bassett,  deceased,  who  was  son  and 
heir  of  Thomas  Bassett,  deceased,  under  a  British  grant,  confirmed  by  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first 
section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  exhibited  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Fiease  to  take  notice  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, beginning  at  a  sassafras,  running  thence,  north,  eighty-two  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  chains 
and  seventy-five  links,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  south,  eight  degrees  west,  fifty-nine  chains  and  twenty-eight  links, 
to  a  black  jack;  thence,  south,  eighty-two  degrees  east,  ninety-two  chains,  to  a  white  ash  on  the  river;  thence,  with 
the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  is  claimed  by  Thomas  Bassett,  administrator 
of  Nathaniel  Bassett,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  British  and  Spanish  grant,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  anne.xed,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed. 

THOMAS  BASSETT, 
March  19,  1804.  Mministrator  of  Nathaniel  Bassett. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  above  survey  was  surveyed  the  27th  day  of  February,  1804,  for  Thomas  Bassett,  the  representative  of 
Thomas  Bassett  his  brother,  lying  and  situated  on  the  upper  end  of  Mackintosh  bluif,  partly  surround  the  basin, 
beginning  on  a  sassafras,  on  the  west  side  of  the  above  river,  and  running  north,  eighty^-two  degrees  west,  one  hun- 
dred [and  twenty-five  chains,  seventy-five  links;  thence,  south,  eight  degrees  west,  fafty-nine  chains,  twenty-eight 
links;  thence,  south,  eighty-two  degrees  east,  ninety -two  chains,  to  the  above  river  or  basin,  including  Hinston  and 
Powel  within  the  survey,  amounting,  by  estimation,  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

N.  B.  The  within  survey  was  surveyed  by  me,  Robert  Ligon. 

Chain  carriers,  Francis  Stringer,  William  Barker. 

You  Francis  Stringer,  and  William  Barker,  do  s%vear,  and  affirm,  that  you  have  justly  and  truly  carried  the 
chain,  as  directed  by  the  surveyor,  to  the  best  of  your  skill  and  ability,  for  Thomas  Bassett;  land  situated  on  M'ln- 
tosh  bluff. 

JOHN  BREWER,  J.  P. 
Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  the  following  written  documents  were  introduced,  to  wit: 

I,  Nathaniel  Bassett,  inhabitant  of  this  city,  in  the  best  form  of  law,  before  your  excellency,  appear  and  say, 
that  from  my  late  father,  both  my  brother  Thomas  and  myself  inherited  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  situated  on  the 
river  Tombigbee,  formerly  in  the  district  of  Mobile,  but  now  included  in  the  American  territory,  according  to  the 
limits  lately  fixed,  which  land  consists  of  a  plantation  of  one  thousand  and  fifty  acres,  possessed  by  my  brother,  and 
another  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  whereupon  lives,  with  our  consent,  Mr.  Powel;  which  possessions  were  the 
property  of  our  father,  who  had  the  titles  thereof,  from  the  time  they  were  under  the  English  government,  having 
since,  and  while  they  belonged  to  the  Spanish  dominions,  presented  the  said  original  documents  to  his  excellency 
Stephen  Miro,  formerly  Governor  General  of  these  provinces,  who  was  pleased  to  confirm  us,  by  the  title  we  obtain- 
ed from  him,  in  the  legal  possession  which  we  enjoyed.  But  several  accidents  happened  to  my  mother,  Lucy  Bassett, 
having  caused  the  seizure  of  her  property,  and  among  other  things  of  the  said  titles,  which  were  put  in  the  public  de- 
posit; they  were  destroyed  there  in  the  fire  of  the  year  1794.  It  being  now  necessary  to  ascertain  the  loss,  in  order 
prove,  in  the  American  territory,  that  I  am  the  legal  owner  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  I  beg  your  excellency  to  be  pleased 
to  order  an  information  to  be  taken,  without  delay,  and  deposition  to  be  received,  as  well  of  the  persons  who  savr 
us  in  peaceable  possession  of  them,  when  the  said  river  and  its  lands  were  delivered  to  this  Government,  as  of  those 
who  have  seen,  not  only  the  English  titles  which  we  had  got,  but  also  the  confirmation  granted  to  us  in  virtue  of 
them,  by  the  aforesaid  Governor  Miro.  And  to  that  end  I  beg  your  excellency  to  admit  the  justification  I  offer, 
issuing  order  for  the  witnesses  whom  I  will  present  to  be  examined  according  to  the  tenor  of  what  I  have  heretofore 
exposed,  and  to  deliver  me  the  whole  after  its  execution,  to  the  use,  and  with  reserve  of  my  rights;  which  favor  I  so- 
licit with  justice;  and  swear,  &c. 

NATHANIEL  BASSETT. 

It  being  presented,  the  information  solicited  by  the  petitioner  will  be  received.  Mr.  Peter  Derbigny,  interpreter 
public,  being  called,  if  necessary,  with  the  usual  formalities,  the  execution  of  the  present  order  is  committed  to  the 
Notary,  who,  after  it  is  duly  complied  with,  will  deliver  it  as  is  solicited. 
[Here  follows  the  Civil  Governor's  half  signature.] 

It  is  so  ordered  by  his  honor  Don  Nicholas  Vidal,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Auditor  of  War  for  the  provinces  of 
Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  and  Civil  Governor  temporary  of  the  same,  since  the  death  of  the  Governor  General, 
vice  Patron  Royal,  and  sub  delegate  of  the  posts  revenues,  for  His  Majesty,  who  signed  it  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, the  seventh  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

NARC.  BROUTIN,  Notary  Public. 
The  same  day  I  informed  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett  of  the  above. 

Broutin,  Notary  Public. 
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The  same  day  I  communicated  the  above  to  Mr.  Peter  Derbigny,  who  said  he  accepted  of  tiie  commission  of  in- 
terpreting therem  given  to  him,  and  swore  in  the  name  of  Almighty  God  to  fulfil  it  faithfully.  In  witness  whereof 
he  has  set  his  signature  to  the  present. 

PETER  DERBIGNY. 
iietore  me:        Narc.  Broutin,  Notary  Public. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  seventh  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett  pre- 
sented as  a  witness,  in  the  information  by  him  solicited,  according  to  the  order  given  for  its  execution.  Mr.  Augustin 
Rochon,  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Mobile,  actually  in  this  city,  aiul  in  virtue  of  the  commission  to  me  conferred  by 
the  foregoing  decree,  and  through  the  interpretation  of  Mr.  Peter  Derbigny,  I  received  the  oath  which  he  made  by  the 
Almighty  God,  and  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  to  declare  the  truth  in  what  will  be  under  his  knowledge,  and 
being  interrogated  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  foregoing  petition,  he  said,  that  it  is  certain,  to  him  known  and  noto- 
rious, that  Nathaniel  Bassett  and  his  parents  possessed  some  lands  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the  district  of  Mobile; 
and  tha.t  he,  the  deponent,  saw  the  said  Nathaniel  and  his  parents  in  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  said  lands,' 
at  the  time  that  the  said  river,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  were  given  up  to  this  crown;  and  further,  he  aftirms  that 
his  present  deposition  contains  the  truth,  agreeably  to  his  oath;  and  after  it  was  read  to  him,  he  ratified  and  confirm- 
ed it;  he  is  said  to  be  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  signed  with  the  above  named  interpreter;  which  I  do  attest. 

AUGUSTIN  ROCHON, 
PETER  DERBIGNY. 

Before  me:        Narc.  Broutin,  ]\otary  Public. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  eighth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett,  in  the 
information  by  him  solicited,  according  to  the  order  given  for  its  execution,  presented  as  a  witness  Mr.  Anthony 
Mendez,  of  whom,  in  virtue  of  a  commission  to  me  conferred  by  the  foregoing  decree,  I  received  the  oath  which  he 
made  by  the  Almighty  God.,  and  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  to  declare  the  truth  in  what  will  be  underhis 
knowledge;  and  being  interrogated  after  the  tenor  of  the  foregoing  petition,  he  said,  that  the  contents  of  the  said 
petition  are  the  exact  truth,  for  the  deponent  held  in  his  own  hands,  the  titles  of  property  of  the  said  lands,  written 
in  the  Engligh  language;  and  he  further  affirms,  that  his  present  deposition  is  faithful  and  true,  agreeably  to  his 
oath;  and  after  it  vvas  read  to  him,  he  ratified  and  confirmed  it;  he  is  said  to  be  above  the  age  of  majority,  and  signed 
it;  which  I  do  certify. 

ANTHONY  MENDEZ. 
Before  me:        Narc.  Broutin,  Notary  Public. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  ninth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett,  in  the 
information  by  him  solicited,  and  ordered  to  be  taken,  presented  as  a  witness  Mr.  Simon  Favre,  of  whom,  in  virtue 
of  the  commission  to  me  conferred  by  the  foregoing  decree,  and  through  the  interpretation  of  Mr.  Peter  Derbigny,  I 
received  the  oath  which  he  made,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  to  answer  the  truth 
in  what  will  be  underhis  knowledge;  and  being  interrogated  after  the  tenor  of  the  foregoing  petition,  he  said,  that 
it  is  certain,  and  to  him  well  known,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Bassett,  father  of  the  petitioner,  since  the  tune  that  the  En- 
glish Government  was  owning  and  had  the  effectual  possession  of  the  plantations  situated  on  the  river  Tombigbee, 
one  of  them  at  a  place  called  Thomas's  Bluft',  and  the  other  at  the  place  called  Thichapataw,  which  now  bears  the  name 
of  Bayou  Bassett,  or  Bassett's  creek;  that  when  the  district  of  Mobile,  wherein  were  included  thesaid  plantations, 
was  given  up  to  the  crown,  the  sons  of  the  said  Thomas  Bassett  became  Spanish  subjects,  and,  as  such,  continued  to 
possess  the  said  lands;  that  the  deponent  also  knows  that  one  Stgoe  Powel  lives  on  one  of  the  said  plantations,  although 
he  is  not  informed  for  what  motive.  And  he  further  says,  that  this  is  all  that  is  known  to  him  concerning  this  mat- 
ter, and  that  it  is  the  truth  agreeably  to  the  oath  he  has  taken;  and  after  it  was  read  to  him,  he  ratified  and  confirm- 
ed it.    He  is  said  to  be  forty  years  of  age,  and  signed  with  the  above  named  interpreter;  which  I  do  certify. 

SIMON  FAVRE. 

Before  me:        Narc.  Broutin,  Notary  Public. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett,  in  the  information  by  him 
solicited,  and  ordered  accordingly  to  be  taken,  presented  as  a  witness,  Mr.  Charles  Parent,  of  whom,  in  virtue  of 
the  commission  to  me  conferred  by  the  foregoing  decree,  and  through  the  interpretation  of  Mr.  Peter  Derbigny,  I 
received  the  oath  that  he  made  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  to  declare  the  truth; 
and  being  interrogated  after  the  tenor  of  the  foregoing  petition,  he  said,  that  he  knows  and  heard  that  the  father  of 
the  petitioner  possessed  two  plantations  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the  district  of  Mobile,  in  the  time  of  the  English 
dominion;  and  that,  when  the  district  of  Mobile  was  given  up  to  this  crown,  the  said  Bassett,  father  and  son,  be- 
came Spanish  subjects,  and  remained  in  possession  of  the  said  lands;  he  further  says,  that  his  present  deposition 
contains  the  truth,  agreeably  to  the  oath  he  has  taken;  and  alter  it  was  read  to  him,  he  ratified  and  confirmed  it. 
He  is  said  to  be  sixty-three  years  of  age,  and  signed  with  the  above  named  interpreter;  which  I  do  certify. 

CHARLES  PARENT. 

PETER  DERBIGNY. 
Before  me:        Narc.  Broutin,  Notary  Public. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett,  in  the 
information  by  him  solicited,  and  ordered  accordingly,  presented  as  a  witness  Mrs.  Mary  Fitzgerald,  of  whom,  in 
virtue  of  the  commission  conferred  to  me,  and  through  the  public  interpreter,  I  received  the  oath  which  she  made,  by 
the  Almighty  God,  and  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  to  declare  the  truth;  and  being  interrogated  after  the 
tenor  of  the  foregoing  petition,  she  said  that  the  only  thing  she  can  declare  is,  that,  before  the  last  fire,  she  saw  the 
titles  of  grant  ot  the  lands  mentioned  in  said  petition,  written  in  the  English  language,  in  possession  of  the  petitioner, 
and  confirmed  by  his  excellency  Stephen  Miro,  formerly  Governor  of  this  province;  and  she  further  says  that  her 
present  deposition  contains  the  truth,  agreeably  to  the  oath  she  has  made.  Is  said  to  be  more  than  thirty  years  of 
age,  and  signed  with  the  above  named  interpreter;  which  I  do  certify. 

MARY  FITZGERALD. 
PETER  DERBIGNY. 
Before  me:        Narc.  Broutin,  Notaiy  Public. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  before  ine,  the  Notary,  appeared 
James  Lemaire,  witness  presented  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett,  in  the  information  by  him  solicited,  of  whom,  in 
virtue  of  the  commission  to  me  conferred  by  the  preceding  decree,  I  received  the  oath  which  he  made  by  Almighty 
God, and  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  to  declare  the  truth;  and  being  interrogated  after  the  tenor  of  the  fore- 
going petition,  he  said,  that  about  two  years  before  the  fire  of  1794,  the  petitioner  showed  him  two  titles 
of  grant  of  some  lands,  which  his  father  possessed  on  the  river  Mobile,  at  the  place  called  Tombigbee;  the 
first  in  the  English  language,  which  his  aforesaid  father  had  since  the  time  of  the  English  dominion,  and  the 
odiers  in  Spanish,  being  given  by  his  excellency  Governor  Stephen  Miro,  whereby  he  left  the  petitioner  in  peace- 
able possession  of  the  said  lands,  because,  when  said  territory  was  given  up  taSpain,  he,  the  said  petitioner,  became 
a  Spanish  subject;  that  he  cannot  ascertain,  with  any  degree  of  precision,  what  was  the  exact  quantity  of  said 
lanus,  but  believes  that  one  tract  contained  above  a  thousand  acres,  and  the  other  more  than  seven  hundred  of  su- 
perficies; and  he  furthersays,  that  his  present  deposition  contains  the  truth,  agreeably  to  the  oath  he  has  taken,  and 
after  it  was  read  to  him,  he  ratified  and  confirmed  it.  Is  said  to  be  thirty  years  of  age,  and  signed  it;  which  I  do 
certify. 

JAMES  LEMAIRE. 
Before  me:        Narc.  B&ovris,  Notary  Public. 
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I,  Nathaniel  Bassett,  inhabitant  of  this  city,  in  pursuance  of  the  instance  by  me  moved,  with  a  view  of  justifying 
that  my  brother  Thomas  and  myself  are  truly  the  owners  of  two  plantations,  situated  on  the  river  Tombisbee,  the 
one  at  the  place  called  Thomas's  bluff,  and  tlie  other  at  Thichapataw,  now  known  by  the  name  of  Bayou  Bassett,  or 
Bassett's  creek;  the  first  containing  one  thousand  and  fifty  acres,  and  the  other  seven  hundred  and  fifty;  on  one  of 
which  is  now  living,  Mr.  Powel,  before  your  excellency  appear  and  say,  that  1  have  sufficiently  proved,  by  the  de- 
positions of  Augusfin  Rochon,  Anthony  Mendez,  Simon  Favre,  Charles  Parent,  James  Lemaire,  and  Mary  Fitzger- 
ald, that  we  legally  possess  and  own  the  said  tracts  of  land,  according  to  the  titles  of  them,  which  the  said  witnesses 
have  seen;  as  well  as  those  granted  by  the  English  Government,  as  those  granted  by  the  Spanish,  which  titles  per- 
ished in  tl  e  fire  of  the  year  '94;  in  consequence  of  which,  and  to  the  end  of  justifying  my  right,  and  legal  posses- 
sion of  the  aforesaid  lands,  and  that  the  said  justification  may  be  equivalent  to  the  original  titles  destroyed  by  the  fire, 
so  that  I  may  be  acknowledged  as  legal  owner  of  the  said  tracts,  in  the  United  States,  in  which  territory  they  are 
now  included,  according  to  the  late  limits,  I  beg  of  your  excellency  to  give  your  approbation  to  the  said  justifica- 
tion, as  far  as  is  by  law  required,  giving  it  the  necessary  sanction  by  your  decree,  and  the  intervention  of  your  royal 
authority;ordering,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  original  wiitings  be  delivered  to  me  with  such  authenticated  copies  as  I 
may  want,  to  present  myself  where,  and  in  the  manner  that  will  be  convenient  to  my  interest.  And  to  that  end,  I 
entreatofyour  excellency  to  issue  the  orders  I  am  soliciting  with  justice;  swearing,  &c. 

NATHANIEL  BASSETT. 

Let  the  writings  be  brought  before  the  tribunal:  follows  the  Civil  Governor's  half  signature. 

It  has  been  so  ordered  by  his  excellency  Doii  Nicholas  Maria  Vidal,  &c.  the  24th  of  July,  1800. 

NARC.  BROUTIN,  Nol.  Pub. 
The  same  day,  I,  the  notary,  went  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett's  lodgings,  and  notified  him  the  foregoing  decree. 

BROUTIN,  Not. 
Having  seen  the  information,  made  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett,  we  approve  it,  in  as  much  as  is  by 
law  required,  ordering  to  deliver  the  original  of  it  to  said  Bassett,  agreeably  to  his  petition,  with  such  copies  as  he 
may  want  for  the  purposes  to  him  convenient,  he  paying  their  amount,  together  with  that  of  the  costs  of  the  present 
writings,  according  to  their  just  tax. 

NICHOLAS  M.  VIDAL. 

It  was  so  ordered  by  his  excellency  Don  Nicholas  Maria  Vidal,  &c.  in  New  Orleans,  the  4th  day  of  August,  1800. 

NARC.  BROUTIN,  Not.  Pub. 

The  same  day,  I  communicated  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  decree  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett. 

BROUTIN,  Not. 

[Here  follows  the  taxation  of  tlie  costs.] 

I,  Peter  Derbigny,  interpreter  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  and  for  the  province  of  Louisiana,  do  certify  thiit  the 
above  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  from  the  original,  written  in  Spanish.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand,  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one.  (The  24th  of  July,  1800,  interlined 
before  signed.) 

PETER  DERBIGNY. 

I,  Nathaniel  Bassett,  inhabitant  of  this  city,  in  tlie  information  which  I  have  been  permitted  to  give,  to  the  end 
of  justifying  that  my  brother  Thomas  and  myself  are  the  only  legal  owners  of  the  two  plantations,  one  of  which  con- 
tains one  thousand  and  fifty  acres,  and  the  other  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  both  granted  to  our  father,  with  the  usual 
titles,  since  the  time  of  the  English  dominion  in  the  river  Tombigbee,  formerly  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  and 
now  included  within  the  American  territory  by  the  late  limits;  the  said  property  having  been  confirmed  tons  by  new 
titles  under  the  Spanish  Government,  before  your  excellency  appear  and  say:  that,  to  the  end  of  proving  more  fully 
the  date  of  the  Spanish  titles  which  were  destroyed  in  the  fire  that  happened  in  this  city  in  the  year  1794,  he  wishes 
your  excellency  may  be  pleased  to  order  that  Mr.  Bernard  Molina,  Mr.  Anthony  Mendez,  and  Mr.  Augustin 
Camano,  shall  declare,  upon  oath,  if  they  know  and  are  assured  that,  before  the  said  fire,  they  savy  in  myjiands  and 
possession  the  two  above  said  titles,  dated  in  June,  1787,  by  which  his  excellency  Don  Stephen  Miro,  then  Governor 
of  this  province,  confirmed  to  me  the  property  and  privilege  which  I  had  upon  the  said  plantations  or  tracts  of  land; 
and,  it  being  so  done,  in  order  to  give  more  force  and  validity  to  these  proofs,  and  hold  them  as  a  part  and  as  the  end 
of  the  present  information,  I  beg  of  your  excellency  to  approve  them,  so  far  as  is  by  law  required,  and  confirm  them 
by  your  judicial  decree,  and  the  interposition  of  the  authority  which  you  represent,  ordering  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceedings to  be  delivered  to  me  original,  with  the  copies  which  I  will  ask  for  the  purposes  that  will  tend  to  establish 
my  rights;  the  costs  of  which  I  am  ready  to  pay.  I,  therefore,  beg  of  your  excellency  to  be  good  enough  to  issue 
the  order  which  I  solicit  vvith  justice;  to  which  end  I  do  swear,  &c. 

NATHANIEL  BASSETT. 

The  persons  named  in  the  above  shall  swear  and  declare  as  is  solicited  before  the  notary  to  whom  it  is  committed; 
and,  after  it  shall  be  done,  the  papers  will  be  brought  before  the  tribunal. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures  or  flourishes  of  the  Governor  and  Auditor.] 

It  is  so  ordered  by  his  excellency  Don  Manuel  de  Salcedo,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  Governor 
of  the  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  inspector  of  the  troops  and  militia  of  the  same,  vice  patron  royal, 
and  judge  sub-delegate  of  the  superintendency  of  the  posts  for  His  Majesty,  who  signed  it  with  Don  Nicholas  Maria 
Vidal,  lieutenant  governor,  high  judge  of  the  war  in  and  for  these  provinces,  and  counsellor  general  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  same,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  21st  day  of  October,  1801. 

NARCISSE  BROUTIN,  Not.  Pub. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  22d  day  of  October,  1801,  before  me,  the  notary,  appearedDon  Augustin  Camano. 
of  whom,  in  virtue  of  the  commission  which  is  given  to  me  by  the  foregoing  decree,  I  received  the  oath  which  he 
made  by  the  Almighty,  and  a  sign  of  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  to  answer  the  truth  that  will  be  laid  before 
him,  and  being  interrogated  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  petition,  he  said,  it  is  true  and  certain  that,  before 
the  fire  which  broke  out  in  this  city  in  the  year  1794,  he  saw  in  the  hands  and  possession  of  the  petitioner  the  titles 
of  two  tracts  of  land  situated  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  formerly  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile;  one  of  one  thousand 
and  fifty  acres,  the  other  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty;  which  titles  were  signed  by  his  excellency  090  Esteban  Miro, 
Governor  General  of  this  province,  under  date  of  the  month  of  June,  1787,  and  by  them  the  aforesaid  Governor  con- 
firmed the  property  and  rights  which  the  petitioner  had  upon  the  said  tracts  ever  since  the  English  dominion;  and 
he  further  affirms  tliat  his  present  deposition  contains  the  truth,  agreeably  to  his  oath,  and,  after  it  was  read  to  him, 
he  ratified  and  confirmed  it:  said  to  be  of  fifty-three  years  of  age,  and  signed  it,  which  I  do  attest. 

AUGUSTIN  CAMANO. 
Before  me: 

Narcisse  Broutin,  Not.  Pub. 

In  the  same  day.  month,  and  year,  I,  the  notary,  in  virtue  of  the  commission  which  is  conferred  unto  me  by  the 
foregoing  decree,  received  the  oath  of  Don  Bernard  Molina,  sub-lieutenant  of  the  armies,  who  took  it  by  the  Almighty 
God,  the  right  hand  laid  on  the  hilt  of  his  sword,  swearing  to  answer  the  truth  to  the  questions  that  vvdl  be  asked  ol 
him;  and,  being  interrogated  after  the  tenor  of  the  foregoing  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bassett,  he  said, 
that,  before  the  fire  which  happened  in  this  city  in  the  year  1794,  he  saw  in  the  hands  .and  possession  of  said  Bassett, 
two  titles  of  two  tracts  of  land  or  plantations,  situated  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  formerly  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Mo- 
bile, one  of  one  thousand  and  fifty  acres,  and  the  other  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty;  said  titles  bearing  date  of  the 
month  of  June,  1787,  signed  by  the  tlien  Governor  General  of  this  province,  confirming  thereby  the  property  and 
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rights  which  the  said  Bassett  had  to  said  lands,  in  time  of  (he  English  dominion;  and  he  further  affirms  that  his  pre- 
sent deposition  contains  the  truth,  agreeably  to  his  oath;  and,  after  it  was  read  to  him,  he  ratified  and  confirmed  it: 
said  to  be  above  the  age  of  majority,  and  signed,  which  I  do  attest. 

BERNARD  MOLINA. 

Before  me: 

Narcisse  Broutin,  Not.  Pub. 

In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  30th  day  of  October,  1801,  before  me,  the  notary,  appeared  Don  Anthony  Mendez, 
of  whom,  in  virtue  of  the  commission  which  is  conferred  unto  me  by  the  foregoing  decree,  I  received  the  oath, 
which  he  made  by  the  Almighty  God  and  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  sweaiing  to  answer  the  truth  to  the 
questions  that  shall  be  asked  of  him,  and,  being  interrogated  after  the  tenor  of  the  foregoing  decree,  he  said,  that 
he  is  certain  and  knows  positively  that,  before  the  fire  of  the  year  1791,  Mr.  Athanasius  Bassett  had  in  his  posses- 
sion the  titles  of  property  of  the  lands  expressed  in  his  foregoing  petition,  and  that  the  deponent  himself  kept  in  his 
hands  the  primitive  titles  in  English  in  the  year  1780,  being  at  Mobile,  which  titles  were  destroyed,  by  the  same  fire, 
with  those  granted  by  his  excellency  Don  Stephen  Miro,  former  Governor  of  this  province;  and  he  said  that  what 
he  has  declared  is  the  truth,  agreeably  to  the  oath  which  he  has  taken:  that  he  is  forty-nine  years  of  age;  and  he 
signed  it;  which  I  do  attest. 

ANTHONY  MENDEZ. 
Before  me: 

Narcisse  Broutin,  Not.  Pub. 

The  whole  being  seen,  we  approve,  as  far  as  the  law  admits  it,  the  information  received  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Bassett,  and  order  it  to  be  delivered  to  him  original,  with  such  copies  as  he  will  ask  for  the  purposes  which 
may  be  convenient  to  him,  he  paying  the  amount  and  the  costs,  according  to  a  just  tax. 

MANUEL  DE  SALCEDO, 
NICHOLAS  MARIA  VIDAL. 

It  has  been  so  ordered  by  his  excellency  Don  Manuel  de  Salcedo.  &.c.  who  signed  it,  with  Don  Nicholas  Maria 
Vidal,  &c.  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  1st  day  of  December,  1801. 

NARCISSE  BROUTIN,  Not.  Pub. 
[Here  follow  the  ratification  of  the  decree  and  taxation  of  the  costs.] 

I,  Peter  Derbigny.  interpreter  to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  and  for  the  province  of  Louisiana,  do  certify  that  the 
above  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  from  the  original  written  in  Spanish.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  the  19th  day  of  May,  1802.  [The  words  then  and  with  scratched  out  before  signing.] 

PETER  DERBIGNY. 

Don  Manuel  de  Salcedo,  coronel  de  lo  reales  exercito,  gobernador  solitico  y  militar  de  las  provincias  de  la  Luisi- 
ana  y  Florida  Occidental,  inspector  de  la  tropa  veterana  y  milicia  de  ellas,  vice-patron  real,  y  suez  sub-delegado  de 
la  superintendencia  general  de  correo,  &c. 

Certifico  que  Don  Pedro  Derbigny,  dequien  parece  firmad  el  documentoantecedente,  esinterprete  publico  por  Su 
Magestad  de  etto  provincia,  y  que  es  surerdadera  firma  a  la  que  se  debe  dar  entera  fe  y  credita;  y  para  que  conste 
doy  la  presente  firmada  de  mi  raano,  sellada  con  el  sello  de  mi  arma  refrendada,  por  el  infrascrito  comisario  hono- 
rario  de  guerra,  secretario  por  Su  Magestad  de  este  Gobernador,  en  la  Nueva  Orleans,  a  dos  de  Junis,  1802. 

[l.  s.]  MANUEL  DE  SALCEDO, 

ANDREZ  LOPEZ  ARMETTO. 
Certified  that  the  signature  within  this  document  is  the  same  that  his  excellency  the  Governor  General  puts  in 
all  public  and  private  papers  signed  by  him. 

[l.  s.  ]  JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 
Mobile,  March  6,  1804. 

Entered  in  the  Register's  Office,  vol.  1,  page  127  to  145,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  splemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  wri- 
tings hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  the  Board,  March  20, 1804.    Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

The  following  depositions  were  exhibited,  to  wit: 

The  deposition  of  Wilford  Hocket,  who  deposeth  and  says,  that,  at  the  time  the  British  exercised  jurisdiction  on 
and  about  the  river  Tombigbee,  he  lived  there,  and  that  he  knew  Thomas  Bassett  to  live  and  be  in  possession  of  a 
tract  of  land,  said  to  contain  five  hundred  acres,  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper.end  of  what  was  called  Mac- 
intosh's bluff;  and  that,  when  the  Spanish  came  to  exercise  jurisdiction  there,  the  family  of  Bassetts  went  to  New 
Orleans;  some  time  after,  say  in  the  year  1788,  the  deponent  being  in  company  with  Nathaniel  Bassett,  a  Mr.  Powel 
applied  to  said  Bassett  to  purchase  said  land,  but  said  Bassett  refused  selling  it,  saying  he  intended  to  return  to 
and  live  on  it  as  soon  as  he  could  arrange  his  business  at  New  Orleans.  After  this,  Mr.  Powel  requested  liberty  to 
live  on  said  land:  Bassett  observed  he  might,  on  condition  that  he  would  leave  it  when  thereunto  requested. 

WILFORD  HOGGATT. 

Natchez,  November  12,  1801. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 

SAMUEL  BROOKS,  Justice  Peace. 

The  deposition  of  Anthony  Hocket,  Esquire,  who  deposeth  and  says,  that,  some  time  in  the  year  1788,  the  de- 
ponent being  in  company  with  Nathaniel  Bassett,  a  Mr.  Powel  applied"  to  said  Bassett,  and  requested  liberty  to  go 
on  to  a  tract  of  land,  belonging  to  said  Bassett,  at  M'Intosh's  bluff,  until  he  could  supply  himself  elsewhere:  said 
Bassett  replied  that  he  might,  if  he  would  leave  or  deliver  it  to  him  whenever  he,  the  said  Bassett,  should  request  it. 

ANTHONY  HOGGATT. 
Natchez,  November  12,  1801. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 

SAMUEL  BROOKS,  Justice  Peace. 

Young  Gains  and  James  Dean  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Gains  deposed: 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  land  now  claimed  by  Thomas  Bassett,  as  the  legal  representative  of  Nathan- 
iel Bassett,  lying  on  Thomas's  bluflf,  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  Xl^b} 

Answer.  I  do  believe  that  this  land,  or  some  part  thereof,  was  cultivated  by  William  Powel,  his  sons,  or 
widow,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795. 

The  said  Dean  deposed : 
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In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1788,  T  heard  William  Powel  ask  of  Nathaniel  Bassett,  the  brother  of  the  present 
claimant,  leave  to  settle  upon  and  cultivate  the  land  now  in  question;  and  that  Nathaniel  Bassett  told  William  Powel 
that  he  might  settle  upon  and  cultivate  the  same,  provided  he,  Powel,  would  deliver  to  him,  Nathaniel  Bassett,  pos- 
session when  he  should  require  him,  Powel,  so  to  do;  to  which  Powel  assented,  but  said  that  he  expected  that  Bas- 
sett would  not  want  the  possession  within  a  short  time.  Bassett  then  told  Powel  he  could  not  certainly  say:  for  he 
might  want  it  shortly,  or  perhaps  not  within  two  or  three  years;  and  this  was  previous  to  Powel's  taking  possession 
of  the  land. 

Questicin.  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  William  Powel,  his  widow,  or  sons, 
on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795? 

Answer.  It  was  cultivated  by  them,  or  some  of  them,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Bassett's  case.  No  32  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  48  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— Of  one  thousand  and  fifty  acres,  as  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Bassett,  deceased,  under  a  British  grant, 
confirmed   by  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  second  section  of  the   act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

7'o  Ihc  Coriimissioners  appointed,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Bassett's  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  cotton  tree,  running  thence,  north,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  ninety -seven  chains  and 
fifty  links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  twenty-three  degrees  west,  eigthy-three  chains  and  sixteen  links  to  a  pine;  thence, 
south,  sixty-seven  degrees  east,  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  chains,  to  Tombigbee  river,  a  maple  corner;  thence, 
with  the  river,  as  the  same  meanders,  to  the  beginning;  containing  one  thousand  and  fifty  acres,  having  such  shape, 
form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  lully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Thomas 
Bassett,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant  and  a  Spanish  grant;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot 
herewith  filed. 

THOMAS  BASSETT. 

March  19,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  above  survey  was  surveyed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1804,  by  me,  Robert  Ligon,  for  Thomas  Bassett,  an  inha- 
bitant of  this  county,  having  such  marks,  forins,  and  boundaries,  natural  and  artificial,  as  will  hereafter  be  described, 
as  follows,  viz:  beginning  on  the  west  side  of  the  above  river,  and  crossing  the  same,  for  compliment,  on  the  front 
line,  and  extends  north,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  chains,  to  a  large  lake  or  swamp,  im- 
passable; thence,  striking  a  square,  north,  twenty-three  degrees  east,  eighty-three  chains  sixteen  links  to  old  British 
survey,  said  to  be  done  for  the  father  of  Thomas  Bassett,  and  following  the  said  line,  ninety-seven  chains  fifty  links, 
to  a  pine;  south,  twenty -three  degrees  west,  eighty-three  chains  sixteen  links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  aiming  to  butt  said 
line,  to  the  aforesaid  swamp;  including,  in  saia  lines,  by  estimation,  one  thousand  and  fifty  acres. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  122,  by  Eeward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
March  10,  1804. 
This  day  came  before  me  [saac  Rains  and  Joel  Walker,  and  swore  that  they  faithfully  and  truly  carried  the 
chain,  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  ability,  without  favor  or  affection:  so  help  them  God. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE,  J.  P. 
Robert  Ligon,  Surveyor. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  the  same  written  documents  recorded  in  the  preceding  case,  excepting  the  two  deposi- 
tions, were  applied;  also.  Young  Gains,  Francis  Stringer,  and  James  Dean,  were  introduced  as  witnesses,  and,  being 
duly  sworn,  the  said  Gains  deposed,  that  I  saw  Thomas  Bassett,  the  father  of  the  present  claimant,  in  the  occupancy 
and  cultivation  of  the  tract  of  land  now  claimed,  before  the  year  1781,  and  during  the  dominion  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment over  this  country,  having  large  improvements  thereon,  it  being  the  same  tract  whereon  the  present  claimant  has 
lived,  lying  above  the  mouth  of  Bassett's  creek;  and  I  always  understood  and  believed  that  Thomas  Bassett's 
father  had  obtained  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  for  the  same  tract  of  land;  and  that  the 
said  Thomas  Bassett,  the  father  of  the  present  claimant,  as  I  was  informed  and  do  believe,  was  murdered  by  the 
Indians,  in  or  before  the  year  1781. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Thomas  Bassett,  the  present  claimant,  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  now  in 
question  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795? 

Answer.  He  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795. 
Question.  Of  what  age  was  Thomas  Bassett  at  the  time  he  was  murdered? 
Answer.  He  was  about  thirty-seven  years  of  age,  or  upwards. 

Question.  Which  is  the  true  Bassett's  creek,  the  one  that  runs  into  the  Tombigbee  river  on  its  eastern  or  left 
bank,  or  that  which  empties  itself  into  the  same  river  on  the  western  or  right  bank? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  are  both  properly  called  by  the  name  of  Bassett's  creek;  the  one  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Tombigbee,  from  his  having  lived  on  or  near  the  same,  and  the  one  on  the  left  from  Thomas  Bassett's  having  been 
murdered  thereon;  and  that  the  tract  of  land  now  in  question  lies  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tombigbee. 

Question,  put  to  the  said  Dean.  Do  you  know  that  Thomas  Bassett,  the  present  claimant,  inhabited  and  culti- 
vated the  land  now  in  question  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  and  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same 
ever  since? 

Answer.  I  do  know  that  he  did  cultivate  and  inhabit  the  same  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  do  so  until  this  time. 

Question  2d.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Thomas  Bassett,  the  present  claimant,  was  twenty-one  years  of  age 
in  the  month  of  June,  1787? 

Answer.  I  do  not  certainly  know,  but  believe  that  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  at  that  time. 
The  said  Stringer  deposed: 

1  do  believe  that  Thomas  Bassett,  the  present  claimant,  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  now  clauned  on  the 
,  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  and  do  know  that  he  has  continued  to  have  the  same  land  inhabited  and  cultivated  ever 
since. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Cornelius  M'Curtin's  case,  No.  33  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  53  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— Qi  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant  or  order  of  survey,  under  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act.  ,■      j   •..•.■•  , 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  la  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  the  following  tr;ict  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  beginning  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  at  a  sycamore  corner,  standing  at  the  mouth  of  a  gut  on  George  Brewer's  line,  running  up  the  river  north 
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eighty-six  degrees  west,  tiiirty-eiglit  chains,  to  a  swamp  oak  bush  on  the  hank  of  the  river;  thence,  south,  thirty  dc- 
srees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  and  forty-nine  links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  east, 
tiiirty-eight  chains,  to  a  pine;  tlience,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  and  forty-nine 
Jinks,  to  the  beginning;  bounded  on  the  north  by  hind  of  John  Arnot,  and  on  the  south  by  John  Steliy's  land,  near  to 
Fort  St.  Stephen's:  is  claimed  by  Cornelius  M'Curtin,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant  or  order  of  survey, 
granted  to  Cornelius  M-Curtin,  as  may  appear  by  the  original  grant  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  (to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,)  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  that  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to 
refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

CORNELIUS  M'CURTIN. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  33d  February,  1801.    Chain  Bearers,  John  Dease  and  John  Dean. 

The  above  plot  represents  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  for  Cornelius  McCuitin,  beginning  on  the  west  bank  of  Tom- 
bigbee  river,  on  a  sycamore  corner,  standing  at  the  mouth  of  a  gut,  on  George  Brewer's  line,  running  up  the  river 
north,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  thirty-eight  chains,  to  a  smaiiip  oak  bush  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  thence,  south, 
thirty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  and  forty-nine  links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  eighty-six 
degrees  east,thirty-eight  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains 
and  forty-nine  links,  to  the  beginning;  containing  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 

NATT.  CHRISTMAS. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  158,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes.  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  FegisUr. 
Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County: 

I  do  certify  that  John  Dease  made  oath  before  me  that  he  carried  the  chain  for  the  measuring  a  tract  of  land  for 
Cornelius  McCurtin,  as  particularly  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit  of. 

R.  HARWELL,  J.  P. 

March  24,  1804. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  the  following  deed  of  conveyance  and  order  of  survey  were  exhibited,  to  wit: 

ToMBiGBEE  River,  July  19,  1790. 
Know  all  men,  by  these  presents:   That  I,  Edward  Lucas,  have  bargained  and  sold,  unto  Cornelius  McCurtiii, 
all  my  right  and  title  of  a  tract  of  land,  my  property,  bounding  on  the  north  side  by  John  Arnot,  and  on  the  south 
by  John  Stilley,  for  the  sum  of  fifty  silver  dollars,  to  me  paid  in  hand,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge. 
Given  under  my  hand,  before  witnesses,  this  day  and  date  abovementioued. 

EDWARD  LUCAS. 
Bbn'jamin  Rawlins,  ■)  ^^^i/„,,,,,_ 
John  Aknot.  3 

Ante  mi  en  et  fueste,  St.  Estevan,  19  de  Julio,  de  1790, 

JOSEF  DEVILLE  DEGOUTIN. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  of  West  Florida: 

Mr.  Cornelius  McCurtin,  lieiitenant  of  militia  atPensacola,  and  at  present  resident  in  Mobile,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  presents,  and  says,  that,  in  the  year  of  '90,  he  bought  of  Edward  Lucas,  in  district  of  St.  Stephen,  twelve 
acres  front  of  land,  and  forty  back,  bounded  on  the  north  by  land  of  John  Arnot's,  and  on  the  south  by  land  of 
John  Steely,  (this  is  in  that  time,)  which  I  bought  for  fifty  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  part  at  bill  of  sale,  in  con- 
sequence, that  was  authorized  by  Captain  Josef  Deville  Degoutin,  commandant  at  that  time;  and,  not  finding  any 
document  of  grant  in  this  office,  in  favor  of  Lucas,  as  at  that  time  the  Government  was  favorable  to  inhabitants,  and 
did  not  exact  the  usual  custom  established;  and,  desiring  the  deponent  to  claim  the  same  land  aa  his  property,  he 
prays  your  excellency,  in  consideration  of  what  he  has  said,  that,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  they  may  deliver  him 
the  titles  of  grant  that  correspond  in  good  terms  what  he  expects  to  receive  from  your  excellency's  goodness. 

CORNELIUS  McCURTIN. 

Mobile,  18/A  December,  1793. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  of  this  province: 

It  is  very  true  what  the  deponent  declares  in  his  petition;  and,  being  informed  by  the  inhabitants  that,  before 
the  said  McCurtin  went  to  Pensacola,  he  always  made  his  crops  on  said  land,  without  molestation:  in  consequence 
of  which,  I  think  he  can  obtain  the  grant  that  he  petitions  for,  detaining  the  originals  in  this  office,  and  deliver  in 
a  copy  of  the  same,  in  order  that  I  should  make  known  that  said  land  is  his  property.  Your  excellency  may  use 
your  pleasure. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
Mobile,  December  20,  1793. 

New  Orleans,  January  26,  1794. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  his  deputy,  shall  establish  this  individual  upon  the  twelve  acres  front, 
and  forty  back,  that  he  bought,  situated  on  the  place  that  he  mentions  in  his  petition,  and  not  causing  prejudices  to 
his  neighbors,  remitting  the  original  diligence,  in  order  that  I  may  furnish  him  with  the  titles  of  grant. 

BARON  CARONDELET. 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  grant  by  which  it  was  drawn,  and  that  remains  in  this  office  of  my  command, 
which  I  do  certify. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.  ] 
Mobile,  March  6,  1804. 
The  above  is  ii  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  20,  1804 — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  1C8,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

James  Dean  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  Cornelius  M'Curtin  cultivated 
the  land  now  claimed  in  the  year  1790,  and  that  he,  M'Curtin,  was,  in  the  year  1793,  above  thirty  years  old,  and 
the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
85  p 
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John  Chastano's  case,  No.  34  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  50  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of 
the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  butting  and  bounding 
on  the  north  by  the  church  at  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  and  on  the  south  by  land  granted  to  John  Tatley,  is  claimed  by 
John  Chaslang,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant  or  order  of  survey,  granted  to  John  Chastang,  as  may  ap 
pear  by  the  original  grant,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  (to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,) 
to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  that  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith 
filed. 

CHASTANG  Jeune. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  for  John  Chastang,  by  Thomas  Bilbo,  February  21,  1804.  Chain  carriers,  John  Stearman  and  David 
Gains. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  14G.  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

David  Gains  and  William  Stearman  came  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Wash- 
ington county,  and  made  oath,  that  they  carried  the  chain  faithfully  and  impartially,  on  a  survey  made  by  Thomas 
Bilbo  for  Doctor  John  Chastang.    Sworn  before  me,  this  2d  day  of  April,  1804. 

R.  HARWELL, /.  P. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  grant  or  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited,  in  the  words  and  figures  following^ 

to  wit:  ,,  ,,        , 

Mobile,  December  28,  1794. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General: 

Don  John  Chastang,  inhabitant  established  on  Tombigbee  river,  with  the  greatests  respects  due  to  his  ex- 
cellency, represents,  these  five  years  past  he  has  been  established  on  a  tract  of  land,  which  contains  twelve 
acres  front,  with  its  corresponding  profounder,  limited  on  the  north  by  land  appertaining  to  the  parish  of  this 
post,  and  on  the  south  by  land  of  John  Talley;  the  same  never  had  any  proprietor,  unless  the  petitioner,  who  is  es- 
tablished thereon;  and,  being  established  thereon  without  the  corresponding  titles  of  concession,  he  humbly  begs 
your  excellency  to  order  the  Secretary  of  General  Government  to  despatch  the  corresponding  title  of  concession, 
in  form,  to  the  end  that  he  may  prove,  at  all  times,  that  he  is  the  real  proprietor  of  said  iandf;  which  favor  he  ex- 
pects from  the  great  justification  of  your  excellency.  /.„  .  oi^ »  xt/- 

JUrlJN  CHASlAJNlj, 

Mobile,  December  28,  1794. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  of  these  provinces: 

With  the  greatest  confidence,  I  can  assure  it  to  be  the  truth  what  the  petitioner  solicits  above,  having  myself 
seen  the  place  whereon  he  was  established,  which  was  granted  to  him  when  he  was  a  resident  on  the  same  place, 
whereon  Fort  St.  Stephen's  now  stands;  and,  by  informations  taken  by  me  from  the  eldest  inhabitants  of  this  river, 
the  land  he  solicits  doth  not  appertain  to  any  person;  in  consequence  of  which,  it  appears  that  it  may  be  granted. 
The  concession  the  above  petitioner  solicits,  he  having  a  sufficient  number  of  negroes  to  cultivate  the  same,  your 
excellency  may  dispose  as  it  may  seem  best. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 

New  Orleans,  January  30,  1795. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  some  individual  named  by  him,  shall  establish  the  petitioner  on  the 
twelve  acres  front  of  land,  with  its  profounder  of  forty,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  prejudice  to 
any  neighbors,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road, 
and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is 
not  settled,  after  which  period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null:  under  which  supposition,  the 
business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with 
titles  in  form.  ^^^  BARON  OF  CARONDELET,  Register. 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  original  within  these  archives  of  this  place,  which  I  certify. 

Mobile,  February  16,  1795.  MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 

The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 
The  above  is  a  ti-ue  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.  THOMAS  PRICE 

The  words  "  that  part  of  "  have  been  erased,  not  corresponding  with  the  Spanish  copy,  and  "  the'^  added. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

1  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swea'r  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed.  ^^^^^^  p^^^^ 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  20,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page ,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for  ,„„„„    „     .  , 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

John  Baker  and  Robert  Welch  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Baker  deposed, 
that  Doctor  John  Chastang  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  now  in  question  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795, 
and  that  the  said  Chastang  was,  at  that  time,  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age.  .■      ■      ,     ^  ,, 

The  said  Welch  deposed,  that  Doctor  Chastang  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  now  in  question  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  1795,  but  did  not  know  whether  or  not  he  did  so  inhabit  and  cultivate  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795; . 
and  that  he  was,  in  the  year  1795,  above  forty  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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John  Chastang's  case,  No.  35  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  51  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— Of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  John  Talley,  by  virtue  of  a 
Spanish  warrant,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  liis  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March.  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  butting  and  bounding 
on  the  north  by  Don  John  Chastang's  land,  on  the  south  by  lands  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Charles  Stewart,  is 
claimed  by  John  Chastang,  as  the  legal  representative  of  John  Talley,  having  now  in  his  possession  said  Talley's 
bill  of  sale  for  said  land,  bearing  date  39th  December,  1794,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant  or  order  of  sur- 
vey, granted  to  the  said  John  Talley,  as  may  appear  by  the  original  grant,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office,  (to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,)  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  that  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to 
refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

[Plot  omitted.]  CHASTANG,  Jeune. 

February  21,  1804. 
Surveyed  by  Thomas  Bilbo,  for  John  Chastang.    Chain  carriers,  John  Stearman  and  David  Gains,  Jun. 

THOMAS  BILBO. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  149,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
In  support  of  this  claim,  a  warrant  of  survey  and  a  bill  of  sale  were  exhibited,  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, viz: 

His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  colonel  of  the  royal  army,  governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  province 

of  the  Louisiana,  &c.  &c. 

Mobile,  November  12,  1787. 
John  Talley,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with'great  respects  to  your  excellency,  petitions  and  says,  that  there 
are  found  on  Tombigbee  river,  twelve  acres  of  land,  formerly  of  James  Smith,  limited,  north  and  south  by  lands  the 
property  of  Charles  Stewart,  deceased;  said  land  was  abandoned  in  the  year  '80,  and  until  this  present  has  not  been 
claimed  by  him  nor  any  other  empowered;  he  begs  your  excellency's  generosity  in  granting  him  to  be  the  proprietor 
of  said  land,  with  its  profounder,  as  customary;  with  papers  of  titles  from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  which  may 
correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

JOHN  TALLEY. 
At  Mobile,  November  17,  1787. 
Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  the  fixed  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  said  place  and 
its  jurisdiction,  certifies,  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  by  informations  taken  from  different  inhabit- 
ants who  know  said  place,  for  which  I  sign  these  presents. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 
New  Orleans,  November  2",  1787 . 
The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  the  individual  on  that  part  of  laud 
of  twelve  acres  front,  with  its  profounder  of  forty,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  neigh- 
bors, at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clear- 
ing regularly,  in  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled, 
after  which  period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling 
the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Certifies  that  the  above  is  a  copy  of  the  original  in  the  office  of  this  place.  Mobile,  December  28,  1787. 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSS  AYE,  Public  Notary. 

The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQN.  DE  OSORNO. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.  THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  thepostof  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  thcKingof  Spain,  do  solemnly  swear 
by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translationof  the  Spanish  grant,  or  writ- 
ing hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  20,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

A  bill  of  sale. — To  all  to  whom  these  may  come:  I,  John  Talley,  inhabitant  on  Tombigbee  river,  in  St.  Stephen's 
jurisdiction,  have  really  and  effectually  sold  to  Don  John  Chastang,  doctor,  and  inhabitant  on  the  same  river,  a  plan- 
tation situate  one  quarter  of  a  league  distance  from  the  fort  St.  Stephen's,  and  half-quarter  of  a  league  from  the 
same  river,  limited,  on  the  north  side  by  the  said  Don  John  Chastang,  and  on  the  south  by  the  heirs  of  Charles 
Stewart,  containing  twelve  acres  front,  with  its  profounder  as  customary,  of  forty;  the  same  that  was  granted  to  me 
by  his  excellency  the  Governor  General  of  this  province,  which  the  copy  of  concession  will  prove,  dated  the  27th  of 
November,  in  the  year  1787,  signed  by  his  excellency  Estevan  Miro,  the  copy  of  which  is  signed  by  Santiago  de 
la  Saussaye,  Public  Notary  of  Mobile:  said  copy  I  deliver  to  the  purchaser,  together  with  the  above  plantation, 
including  a  house  thereon,  and  every  thing  else  thereunto  belonging,  and  eleven  head  of  cattle,  for  and  in  consider- 
ation of  eighty-five  silver  dollars  to  me  in  hand  paid,  in  the  presence  of  the  commandant  and  the  witnesses  under- 
signed; renouncing  all  rights  and  claims  to  said  land  and  cattle  above  mentioned,  by  giving  up  full  possession  to  the 
purchaser,  or  any  other  person  for  him:  which  sale  I  warrant  and  defend  from  any  claimers,  by  all  the  laws  of  justice, 
established  by  His  Catholic  Majesty:  and,  being  present,  Don  John  Chastang  accepted  this  bill  of  sale  in  his  favor,  for 
the  above  sum  mentioned,  for  him  to  use  as  real  proprietor  of  the  same  land,  which  I  proved  to  be  my  own  by 
the  above  titles  mentioned;  which  titles  may  serve  for  him  and  his  heirs.  I,  Don  Pedro  Rola,  lieutenant  in  Louisiana 
regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  said  fort  and  its  jurisdictions,  accompanied  with  the  evidences  of  assist- 
ance, knowing  both  parties  contracting,  and  sign  these  presents  with  the  two  evidences,  at  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  the 
23d  of  December,  1794. 

JOHN  TALLEY,  his  x  mark. 
JOHN  CHASTANG. 

GiNEs  Ferkandez,  7  tPiinesses 

BaRTHOLOME  VlLLACIOENTlO,  3 

Before  me,  PEDRO  ROLA. 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  original,  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  Mobile,  February  7,  1804. 

JO AQ.  DE  OSORNO. 
Tlie  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO. 
The  above  is  a  bill  of  the  Spanish  original. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
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I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  can- 
seyance  or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  20,  1804.— Attest:  David  PARMELEESd,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  149,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

.JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Regider. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  writing,  by  him  subscribed,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  20,  1804. 
Whereas  I,  John  Chastang,  have  laid  in  claims  before  the  commissioners,  for  lands  at  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  the  survey 
of  which  includes  that  garrison:  Be  it  known  to  the  said  commissioners  now  in  session  at  Fort  Stoddert,  that  I, 
the  said  John  Chastang,  am  not  disposed  to  claim  any  land  that  my  titles  do  not  fully  represent;  should  I  have  claimed 
or  had  surveyed  any  land  at  the  above  mentioned  place,  that  the  said  commissioners  may  think  proper  to  hold  for 
public  use  or  benefit,  they  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  deduct  it,  and  it  is  my  sincere  wish  that  they  should  do  so;  was 
the  said  land  at  this  time  entirely  at  my  disposal,  as  a  good  citizen  of  the  United  States,  it  would  give  me  great  plea- 
sure to  accommodate  that  Government  with  so  much  as  might  be  thought  necessary  for  public  use. 

CHASTANG. 
John  Baker  and  Robert  Welch  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed: 
Questi(m  put  to  said  Baker.  Do  the  lands  now  in  question  join  the  land  belonging  to  Doctor  Chastang.' 
Answer.  It  does. 

Question  to  both  of  said  witnesses.  Did  Doctor  John  Chastang  inhabit  aud  cultivale  the  land  now  claimed  on 
the  27th  day  of  October,  1795? 

Ansvyjer.  He  had  improvements  on  the  tract  now  claimed,  as  we  believe,  in  October,  1795. 
Question  to  the  same  witness.  Was  John  Talley  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  the  year  1787.'' 
Answer.  He  was  above  forty  years  of  age. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Chastang's  case.  No.  36  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  52  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight  and  four-tenths  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanisli  grant,  or  order  of  sur- 
vey, under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Comtnissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Fort  Stoddert. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Mobile  river,  butting  and  bounding  on 
the  south  by  Grog  Hall  creek,  on  the  north  by  Cedar  creek,  on  the  east  by  said  river,  and  on  the  other  side  by  va- 
cant land,  is  claimed  by  John  Chastang,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant  or  order  of  survey,  granted  to  the 
said  John  Chastang,  as  may  appear  by  the  original  grant  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  (to  be  es- 
tablished east  of  Pearl  river, )  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  that  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  tiled. 

CHASTANG  Jeune. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  for  John  Chastang  a  tract  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mobile  river,  containing  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  and  four-tenths  acres,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Grog  Hall  creek,  on  the  north  side  thereof,  at 
a  water  oak.  running  due  west  seventy-nine  chains  to  a  black  jack;  thence,  due  north,  one  hundred  and  ninety-five 
chains,  to  a  laurel  on  the  bank  of  Cedar  creek,  the  course  to  the  river  being  impassable;  but  beginning  a  second  time 
at  the  mouth  of  Grog  Hall  creek,  and  taking  the  meanders  of  said  river  Mobile  by  course  and  distance,  as  nearly 
as  the  nature  of  the  way  would  admit,  to  a  sycamore  tree,  I  find  the  laurel  on  Cedar  creek  bank  to  be  one  hundred 
and  forty-seven  chains,  bearing  north,  sixty-one  degrees  east,  to  the  said  sycamore;  bounded  eastwardly  by  the  said 
Mobile  river,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land;  lying  in  the  county  of  Washington,  Mississippi  territory. 

Surveyed  by  James  Gordon,  February  28,  1804.    Chain  bearers,  Gabriel  Tissrah,  James  Callier. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  — ,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County:  March  17,  1804. 

This  day  came  James  Callier,  and  made  oath,  before  the'Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith. 
that  he  carried  the  chain  for  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  for  Doctor  John  Chastang,  the  premises  that  he  now  resides 
on,  and  that  he  eftiicted  the  duty  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment,  as  directed  by  the  surveyor. 

Given  under  my  hand.    Sworn  to  before 

JOHN  CALLIER,  /.  P. 

In  support  of  this  claim  a  Spanish  grant,  or  order  of  survey,  was  exhibited,  in  the  following  words  and  figures, 
to  wit: 

His  Excellency  Don  Henrique  Grimarest,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  royal  army,  Governor  civil  and  military 
of  Mobile,  and  its  jurisdiction,  &c.,  with  the  humblest  supplication,  Mr.  Chastang,  (youngest.) 

Should  your  excellency  please  to  grant  him  a  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Mobile  river,  about  twelve  leagues 
distance  from  this  place,  bounded,  on  the  one  side,  by  a  creek  that  separates  said  land  from  Grog  Hall,  and,  on  the 
other  side,  by  another  called  Cedar  creek,  which  separates  it  from  that  of  Cambey,  with  the  profounder,  as  customary; 
with  the  old  fields  belonging  to  said  tract,  which  is  situate  on  the  other  side  the  river;  for  which  favor  I  shall  be  for- 
ever thankful. 

With  the  profoundest  respects,  I  am  your  most  pbedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

CHASTANG,  (youngest.)  ' 

Mobile,  December  23,  1784. 
Shall  be  examined  the  above  land  the  petitioner  demands;  and  should  there  be  found  in  the  last  treaty 
between  the  Spanish  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain  no  opposition,  or  nothing  found  contrary  to  said  treaty,  and 
not  causing  prejudice  to  any  person,  he  may  be  provided  with  titles,  in  form,  to  take  possession  o(  said  land. 

GRIMAREST. 

Mobile,  January  18,  1785. 
Don  Pedro  Favrot,  Commandant  of  Mobile,  and  its  district. 
We  give  to  Mr.  Chastang,  (youngest,)  the  contents  of  his  request  to  enjoy  and  cultivate  said  land,  as  though  it 
had  been  granted  him,  until  the   ratification.    The  same  will  be  forwarded  to  hira  by  his  excellency  Don  Estevan 

Miro,  Governor  of  this  province.  „. 

'  PEDRO  FAVROT. 
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Mobile,  June  20,  1T98. 
Don  Manuel  De  Lanzns,  captain  in  the  royal  army,  leliieti  cnunnandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile  and'  its 
jiiiistliction,  certifies  that  Don  John  Chastang,  neighbor  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  as  inhabitant  of  said  jurisdiction, 
solicits  me  for  the  concession  original,  from  his  excellency  the  Governor  General  of  these  provinces,  giviiii  in  favor, 
the  above  land  mentioned  in  the  petition,  and  the  decisions  of  the  commandants  of  tliis  place.  Said  concession  was 
certainly  granted,  but  they  do  not  exist  in  these  archives;  no  doubt  they  have  been  mislaid  and  cannot  be  found: 
notvviihstanding,  by  the  informations  I  have  taken,  1  am  convinced  that  it  is  legally  his,  in  consequence  of  the 
original  document  which  he  presents;  which  is  returned  to  Jiim  for  his  security. 

IVIANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 

,„,  .    .  ■  ,       ,  ,  .  .     ,  ,  r      ,     ■  Mobile,  March  8,  1804. 

Ihw  iS  a  copy  ot  the  above  document  original,  presented  for  the  inlerested  party. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSOIiNO. 
This  is  translated  from  the  above  document.  THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant, 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  30,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  155,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Robbins's  case,  No.  37  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  26  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  a*  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Zadock  Brashear, 
under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1803.  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  bounded  on 
the  southwest  by  lands  claimed  by  Young  Gains,  on  the  southeast  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the  northeast  by  the  claim 
of  John  Cozby:  beginning  on  a  large  sycamore,  on  the  river  bank,  and  runs  south,  sixty  decrees  west,  fifty  chains, 
to  a  red  oak;  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  cliains,  to  a  black  gum;;thence,  north,  sixty 
degrees  east,  sixty  chains,  to  an  elm  on  the  river  bank;  and  from  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  place  of 
beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres;  is  claimed  by  George  Robbins,  legal  representative  of  Zadock  Brashear,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a 
settlement,  bearing  date  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  'J"o  all  which  he 
begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

GEORGE  ROBBINS. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  73,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Begister. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County: 

Joseph  Lawrence  and  William  Shaw  came  forward  and  made  oath,  that  they  carried  the  chain  for  Thomas 
Bilbo,  while  he  was  surveying  a  tract  of  laud  fbr  George  Robbins,  to  their  best  skill  and  judgment,  this  tenth  day 
of  March,  1804. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE, 

Sworn  to  before  me,  JoH\  Murrell, /./".  WILLIAM  SHAW. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Zadock  Brashear,  bearing  date  the  14th  day  of  April,  1799, 
assigning  and  conveying  to  the  said  Robbins,  all  the  said  Brashear's  right  and  title  to  the  iJnpiovements  which 
he  had  made  on  said  tract  of  land. 

Young  Gains,  Sen.  and  Robert  Welch  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Gains 
deposed,  that  Zadock  Brashear  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  now  in  question  about  the  years  1791,  1792,  and 
1793,  and  then  moved  out  of  this  territory  into  the  Spanish  country,  and  had  lived  there  ever  since;  that  Brashear's 
cultivation  and  improvement  was  considerably  large,  and  after  he  went  oft"  the  place  was  possessed  by  the  Indians; 
but  how  long  he  could  not  say. 

The  said  Welch  deposed,  that  he  agrees  with  the  testimony  given  by  Young  Gains,  Senior;  and  further,  that 
Indians,  who  were  the  relations  of  Zadock  Brashear's  wife,  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  land  now  claimed,  in 
the  years  1797  and  1798;  and  that  Zadock  Brashear  was,  in  the  year  1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Baptist  Trenier's  case.  No.  38  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  79  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— Of  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres,  one  rood,  and'fifteen  poles,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant 
of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  exhibited  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  tlie  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Mobile  river,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Grog  Hall  creek,  on  a  water  oak;  running  thence,  due  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
chains,  fifty-three  links,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  south,  forty-five  degrees  east,  forty-seven  chains  fifty  links,  to  a 
stake;  thence,  due  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  fifty-three  links,  to  a  stake  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  the 
meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek  to  the  beginning;  containing  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres, 
one  rood,  and  fifteen  poles,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in 
the  plot  hereunto  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Nicholas  Weeks,  attorney  for  John  Baptist  Trenier,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a 
Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river, 
to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  annexed. 

NICHOLAS  WEEKS, 
Attorney  for  Baptist  Trenier. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  for  Baptist  Trenier  a  tract  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mobile  river,  containing  three  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  acres,  one  rood,  and  fifteen  poles;  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Grog  Hall  creek,  on  a  water  oak,  run- 


674  PUBLIC    LAND.S.  [1809. 

ning  due  west  one  liunilred  and  twenty-six  chains  fifty-three  links,  on  John  Chastang's  line,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence 
south,  forty-five  degrees  east,  forty -seven  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  due  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
chains  fifty-three  links,  to  a  stake  on  the  river  bank;  ihence.  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  mouth  of  Grog  Hall 
creek,  the  beginning  corner;  bounded  northwardly  by  John  Chastang's  land,  and  eastwardly  by  said  river,  lying  in 
Washineton  county,  Mississippi  territory.     Surveyed  March  26,  1804,  by 

JAMES  GORDON. 
Chain  carriers,  Hartwell  Hardaway  and  Daniel  Murphey. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  228,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

This  day  came  Hartwell  Hardaway  and  Daniel  Murphey,  and  made  oath,  as  chain  bearers  to  James  GoVdon,  sur- 
veyor, they  have  given  a  true  account  of  the  admeasurement  of  a  tract  Of  land  surveyed  for  Baptist  Trenier. 

JAMES  CALLIER. 
March  29,  1804. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz: 
His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  royal  army.  Governor  General  of  the  city  and  province  of 

Louisiana,  &c. 

John  Baptist  Trenier,  inhabitant  of  Mobile -jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respect  lays  before  your  excel- 
lency, and  says,  that,  having  a  small  stock,  and  no  range  for  them  of  his  own,  he  prays  your  excellency's  goodness 
in  granting  him  a  concession  of  land  of  twenty  acres  front,  situate  on  Tombigbee  river,  called  Grog  Hall,  bounded 
on'the  north  by  land  the  property  of  Don  John  Chastang,  and  on  the  south  by  land  the  propeety  of  Simon  Andry; 
the  above  land,  evacuated  by  Mr.  Magilivrey  these  seven  years  past,  and  until  now  never  has  been  claimed  by  the 
proprietor,  nor  any  other  person  empowered  for  him:  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  with 
papers  of  titles  necessary  from  the  Secretary  of  Government  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which 
iavor  from  your  excellency  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

JOHN  BAPTIST  TRENIER. 

Mobile,  July  27,  1787. 

Don  Vicente  Folch,  captain  in  the  Louisiana  regiment  of  fixed  infantry,  and  commandant  civil  and  military 
of  Mobile  and  its  district,  certifieth,  that,  having  taken  information  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district,  the  land  the 
above  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant. 

VICENTE  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  September  1,  1787. 
The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Charles  Trudeau,  shall  establish  that  part  of  twenty  acres  front  which  the 
above  petitioner  solicits,  with  its  profounder  of  forty  acres  back,  as  customary,  at  the  same  place  as  above  meritioned 
in  the  petition,  it  being  vacant,  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  the  neighbors,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the 
road,  ami  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  of. one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the 
land  is  not  settleci,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null:  under  which  supposition, 
the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party 
with  titles  in  form. 


This  is  a  copy  of  the  original  that  exists  in  the  office  under  my  charge. 

The  above  compared  exact  with  the  original,  by  me. 

The  above  was  translated  from  the  Spanish  grant.      '         •  ■ 


ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  July  20,  1802. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 


I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  gram, 

or  writing  hereto  annexed.  ^,, 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  20,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  recortl  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  228,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callier's  case.  No.  39  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  69  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— W  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Anthony  Hoggatt,  by 
■virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  exhibited  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  butting  and  bounding 
as  follows,  viz:  beginning  on  the  river  bank  at  a  small  hackberry,  marked  with  an  X  and  three  chops,  as  a  corner, 
and  runs  south,  forty-eight  degrees  west,  crossing  the  back  swamp  at  thirty-seven  chains,  to  a  large  cypress  fore  and 
aft  tree,  and  seventy-seven  chains,  crossing  a  small  branch  to  a  large  chestnut  fore  and  aft  tree;  continuing  the  same 
course,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links,  to  a  lightwood  stake  corner  marked  with  an  X  and  three 
■  chops;  thence  north,  forty-two  degrees  west,  sixty-three'  chains  twenty-four  links  and  a  half,  to  a  lightwood  stake 
corner  marked  with  an  X  and  three  chops;  thence  north,  forty-eight  degrees  east,  crossing  a  small  bi-anch  at  twelve 
chains  fifty  links,  another  at  twenty-six  chains,  another  at  fifty  chains,  another  at  sixty-seven  chains,  the  back  swainp 
at  eighty-two  chains  twenty-five  links,  ninety-seven  chains,  to  a  small  sycamore  on  the  bank  of  tire  r-iver  marked 
with  an  X  and  three  chops,  a  corner;  and  from  thence  to  the  beginning:  rs  claimed  by  James  Callier,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant,  or  order  of  survey,  to  Anthony  Hoggatt,  and  is  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to 
refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JAMES  CALLIER, 
March  19,  1804.  Legal  representative  of  .Anthony  Hoggatt. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Washington  County,  Mississippi  Territory. 

Surveyed  for  James  Callier  a  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  beginning  on  the  river 

bank  at  a  small  hackberry,  marked  with  an  X  and  thi-ee  chops,  as  a  coi-ner,and  runs  south,  torty-erght  degrees  west, 

crossing  the  back  swamp  at  thirty-seven  chains,  to  a  large  cypress  fore  and  aft  tree,  and  seventy-seven  chains, 

crossing  a  small  branch,  to  a  large  chestnut  fore  and  aft  tree,  continuing  the  same  course  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
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six  chains  forty-nine  links,  to  a  ligiitwood  stake  coiner,  tjiarked  witli  an  X and  tiiree  ciiops:  thence,  north,  forty-two 
degrees  west,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-four  links  and  a  half,  to  a  lightwood  stake  corner,  marked  with  an  X  and 
three  chops;  thence,  north,  forty-eight  degrees  east,  crossing  a  small  branch  at  twelve  chains  fifty  links,  another  at 
twenty-six  chains,  another  at  fifty  chains,  another  at  sixty-seven  chains,  the  back  swamp  at  eighty-two  chains 
twenty-five  links;  ninety-seven  chains,  to  a  small  sycamore  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  marked  with  an  X  and  three 
chops,  a  corner;  and  from  thence  to  the  beginning.    Surveyed  13th  February,  1804,  by 

Chain  carriers,  George  Brewer  and  Robert  Callier. 

His  Excellency  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  Governor  of  the  city  and  province 

of  Louisiana,  &c. 
Anthony  Hoggatt,  inhabitant  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  with  the  most  profound  respect  declares  to  your 
excellency,  that  there  is  found  on  this  river  of  Tombigbee  twenty  acres  of  vacant  land,  the  which,  until  the 
present,  has  not  had  a  proprietor;  in  attention  to  this,  and  with  the  view  of  cultivating  tobacco,  he  hopes  from 
the  generosity  of  your  excellency,  to  grant  him  the  proprietary  in  them,  with  those  of  the  ordinary  depth,  and 
that  your  excellency  may  order  the  corresponding  titles  of  concession  to  be  delivered  by  the  Secretary's  office  of 
Government  for  so  much:  he  solicits  your  excellency  that  it  may  be  ordered  as  asked  for;  in  the  which  he  will 
receive  favor. 

ANTONIO  HOGGATT. 

Mobile,  January  21,  1788. 

Don  Vicente  Folch,  captain  of  the  fixed  regiment  of  Louisiana,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  the  afore- 
mentioned place  and  district,  certifies,  that  the  land  that  the  petitioner  solicits  for  is  found  vacant,  according  to 
information  taken  (to  this  eftect)  from  several  inliabitants  who  have  knowledge  of  it;  and  that  it  may  be  plain  and 
evident,  these  presents  are  given  in  the  said  place.    Fecit  ut  supra. 

VICENTE  FOLCH. 
New  Orleans, /'eiroan/ 9, 1788. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  will  establish  this  petitioner  upon  the 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  front  that  he  solicits  for,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty,  in  the  place  indicated  in  the  pre- 
ceding memorial,  being  vacant,  and  not  causing  prejudice  to  any,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road 
and  clearing  in  the  term  of  one  year;  and  to  remain  null  this  concession  if,  at  the  expiration  of  three,  the  land  will 
not  be  found  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  tinder  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will 
be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 
Mobile,  March  10,  1788. 
Certifies  that  the  foregoing  copy  is  like  the  original  that  remains  in  the  archives  of  this  place. 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSAYE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 
The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.  THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  ^nd  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant, 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  20,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

On  the  back  of  the  original  Spanish  grant,  or  warrant  of  survey,  are  two  endorsements,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

I  do  hereby  relinquish  my  right  and  title  of  the  within  grant,  to  Robert  Welch. 

ANTHONY  HOGGATT. 

Witness  present,  Jacob  Phjllis. 

I  do  hereby  assign  over  to  James  Callier  all  my  right  and  title  to  the  within  tract  of  eight  hundred  acres  of 
land,  for  and  in  consideration  of  six  hundred  dollars,  this  11th  of  August,  1802. 

ROBERT  WELCH,  [l.  s.] 
Joseph  Campbell. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  194,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  lor  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  21st  instant. 

Wednesday,  March  21,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
James  C  allier's  case,  representative  of  Anthony  Hoggatt.  Thomas  Price,  Robert  Welch,  and  Young  Gains,  were 
produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Price  deposed,  that  Robert  Welch  settled  upon  and  culti- 
vated the  land  now  in  question  in  the  year  1791  or  1792,  and  that  the  same  land  was  previously  inhabited  and  culti- 
vated by  Anthony  Hoggatt;  that  Robert  Welch  inhabited  and  cultivated  this  land  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795, 
and  continued  in  the  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  same,  from  the  said  year  1791  or  1792,  until  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  1798,  or  the  commencement  of  the  year  1799;  and  that,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1788,  Anthony  Hoggatt  was 
upwards  of  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  time  that  Anthony  Hoggatt  first  settled  upon  the  land  now  in  question,  and  whether 
he  inhabited,  cultivated,  or  claimed  any  land  other  than  ti)is  on  the  Tombigbee  river? 

Answer.  He  settled  upon  this  land  in  the  year  178G  or  1787,  and  continued  to  inhabit  the  same  until  the  year 
1791  or  1792,  when,  as  I  understood,  he  transferred  the  same  to  Robert  Welch;  and  Inever  understood  that  he  claimed 
any  other  land  on  the  river  Tombigbee  than  that  now  claimed  by  James  Callier. 

The  said  Gains  deposed,  I  saw  Anthony  Hoggatt  in  the  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  land  now  claimed  in  the 
year  1788  or  1789,  and  do  know  that  he  continued  there  until  the  year  1792  or  1793,  when,  as  I  was  informed,  and  did 
believe,  he  transferred  the  same  to  Robert  Welch;  and  that  Robert  Welch  settled  upon  the  land  immediately  after 
Anthony  Hoggatt  quitted  the  same,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  thereon,  until  after  the  year  1795;  and  that 
he,  Welch,  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795;  and  that  Anthony  Hoggatt 
was,  as  I  believe,  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1788,  upwards  of  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Anthony  Hoggatt  claimed  or  inhabited  any  other  land  on  the  Tombigbee  river, 
than  this  now  claimed  by  James  Callier? 

Answer.  I  do  believe  he  did  not. 

The  said  Welch  deposed:  I  settled  upon  the  land  now  in  question,  in  virtue  of  a  purchase  from  Anthony  Hog- 
gatt, in  the  year  1792  or  1793,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  the  year  1799;  and  that  I  did 
actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795;  that,  in  the  year  1799, 1  was  engaged  as  an  in- 
terpreter of  the  Choctavv  language  for  American  garrison  of  Fort  Stoddert,  to  which  post  I  removed  in  this  year,  and 
left  my  wife  and  family  on  the  land.now  in  question;  that,  in  the  winter  of  the  year  1799,  my  wife  and  family  quitted 
the  possession  of  this  land;  but,  previous  to  her  doing  so,  she  did  rent  the  same  to  William  Vardeman,  upon  his 
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agreeing  to  pay  her  annually,  for  (he  use  of  the  same,  thirty  barrels  of  corn,  Spanish  measure,  and  to  keep  the  house 
and  fences  in  good  repair;  that,  in  pursuance  of  said  agreement  between  my  wife  and  said  Varderaan,  I  received 
from  him  thirty  barrels  of  corn,  for  the.  first  year's  rent;  and  that  he  afterwards  refused  to  pay  uie  rent,  or  to  go  off', 
alleging,  as  the  reason,  that  he  had  a  British  grant  for  the  same,  and  I  do  acknowledge  I  did  transfer  my  right  to 
'thisland.  agreeably  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  endorsement  on  the  original 'warrant  of  survey. 
Ti)e  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

CouNELius  McCurtin"s  case.  Doctor  John  Cliastangand  Wilson  Carman,  Esq.  were  producedas  witnesses,  and, 
being  duly  sworn,  Chastang  deposed,  that,  by  recurring  to  a  correspondence  between  Cornelius  McCurtin  and  him- 
self, he  finds  that,  iji  September,  1791,  Mr.  McCurtin  requested  him  to  take  care  of  the  plantation,  being  the  land 
now  in  question,  and  that  he  did  do  the  same  until  the  year'  1796;  that,  in  November,  1791,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Stewart  was  in  possession  of  the  house  and  improvements  which  were  on  the  land,  of  which  he  advised  Mr.  McCurtin 
by  letter,  and  he,'Stewart,  continued  there  sonfe  time,  but  does  not  know  when  he  left  it,  nor  liow  far  he  considered 
himself  ihc  tenant  of  McCurtin;  that,  in  the  year  1792,  Barton  Hanna  applied  to  me,  as  the  agent  of  McCurtin,  to 
rent  the  plantation,  but  we  did  not  agree  upon  the  rent,  and  1  referred  him  lo  Mr.  McCurtin,  but  do  not  know  what 
agreement  was  eventually  made  between  them,  but  believe  he  lived  on  the  land  a  short  time. 

Question.  Did  Cornelius  McCurtin,  or  any  person  in  his  behalf,  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  lands  now  claimed  in 
the  year  1795.  or  on  the  i37th  of  October,  in  that  year.' 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

The  said  Carman  deposed,  that,  in  the  month  of  November.  1800,  Cornelius  McCurtin  constituted  tiie  his 
agent  or  attorney,  and  committed  to  me  the  charge  of  this  land,  vvith  power  to  rent  or  sell  it:  and,  subsequent  to  this 
time,  an  application  was  made  to  me  to  purchase  the  same,  but  we  did  not  agree  on  the  price. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

JosEi'ii  House's  case.  No.  40  on  the  docket  of  tbe  Board,  and  No.  C5  on  the  books,  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  exhibited  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,/or  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  16,  1804, 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  beginning  at  a 
branch  of  Bassett's  creek,  on  a  pine,  running  south,  fifty  degrees  east,  eighiy  chains,  to  a  corner  pine;  thence,  south, 
thirty-two  degrees  west,  to  a  corner  stake,  eighty  chains;  thence,  north,  fifty-eight  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a 
corner  pine;  thence,  north,  thirty-two  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  the  beginning:  containing  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres:  is  claimed  by  Joseph  House,  of  Washington  county,  hiiving  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  the  said  land  is  claimed  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said 
act  of  Congress,  by  a  donation,  bearing  date  in  the  year  1797,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office, 
to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  hereunto 

^"'l^"^''-  YOUNG  GAINS, 

Legal  representative  of  Joseph  House. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  for  Joseph  House,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  pine  woods. 

^  THOMAS  BILBO. 

Chain  carriers,  David  Gains,  Jun.  and  Joseph  Lawrence.    March  16,  1804. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  187,  by  Edwahd  Lloyd  VVailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  ^eg-u/cr. 

Francis  Stringer  and  Thomas  Bassett  wei'e  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed: 

Question.  Have  you  or  do  you  expect  any  interest,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  the  establishment  of  Joseph 
House  in  this  donation. 

Both  answered.  We  hav«  no  interest,  nor  do  we  expect  any. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Joseph  House,  the  claimant,  has  any  British  or  Spanish  grant,  warrant,  or  order 
of  survey,  in  his  own  name  for  land  in  this  territory. 

Answer.  We  believe  he  has  not. 

Said  witnesses  also  deposed,  that,  in  the  winter  of  the  jfear  1799,  Robert  House,  the  father  of  Joseph  House,  the 
claimant,  entered  upon  the  land  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  an  agreement  between  him  and  Thomas  Bassett,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  care  of  and  attending  a  mill;  and  that  Joseph  House  entered  upon  the  sanie  in  the  year  1800,  and 
continued  thereon  until  the  year  1801,  when  he  purchased  Thomas  Bassett's  right  to  this  milL 

The  said  Stringer  further  testified,  that  he  believed  that  Solomon  Boykin  had  or  intended  to  present  a  claim  for 
a  right  of  preference  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land,  in  virtue  of  a  settlement  made  by  Joseph  House,  tlie  present  claim- 
ant. • ,       • 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francis  Stringer's  case,  No.  41  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  45  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuajice  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  19,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Stringer's  mill  branch,  on  Tombigbee,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  stake,  running  north,  forty-seven  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  water  oak;  thence,  south,  forty-three  degrees  east,  thirty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence, 
north,  sixty-two  degrees  east,  forty-one  chains  fifty  links,  to  an  ash;  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  the  river,  thirty- 
five  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  maple;  thence,  south,  sixty-two  degrees  west,  thirty  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  bay;  thence, 
north,  forty-three  degrees  west,  twenty-four  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  with  a  straight  line  to  the  beginning:  containing  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the 
plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Francis  Stringer,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  as  a  donation, 
and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  be  recorded  as  directed.  ■  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to 
refer,  as  also  to  the  copyof  the  plot  herewith  filed.  ^^^l^iClS  STRINGER. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  13th  March,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.— Chain  carriers,  John  HoUeway  and  John  Dunn. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  117,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for  ^  ^^ 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
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Thomas  Bassett  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  beinsj  duly  sworn,  did  depose: 

Question.  Have  you  or  do  you  expect  any  interest,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  the  establishment  of  this 
claim.' 

Answer.  I  have  not  any  interest,  nor  do  I  expect  any. 

He  further  deposed,  that  Francis  Stringer  settled  and  built  upon  the  land  now  claimed  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, of  the  year  1798;  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  made  a  crop  on  the  premises  in  that  year;  but  that  he  cleared 
some  land;  that,  from  the  year  1798,  until  the  present  time,  he  continued  to  cultivate  and  inhabit  the  land  now  in 
question. 
.  Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Francis  Stringer  was,  in  the  year  1798,  the  head  of  a  family? 

Answer.  I  believe  at  that  time,  he  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  he  was  the  head  of  a  family. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Francis  Stringer  has  either  a  British  or  Spanish  claim  for  land  in  this  ter- 
ritory? 

Answer.  I  do  not  certainly  know,  but  believe  he  has  not. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Hinson,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Owen  SuUivani,  deceased,  case  No.  43  on  the  docket  of  the  Board 
and  No.  43  on  the  books  of  the  Register.  '     ' 

Claim — Of  fbur  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  " 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1903,  for  re- 
ceiving' and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  an  island,  opposite  the  Three  Rivers,  beginnln" 
at  a  hickory  on  the  banks  of  Tombigbee,  and  running  thence,  up  the  river,  the  various  courses  as  plotted,  to  agumt 
at  Baker's  cut  oflF;  thence,  with  Baker's  cut  off,  the  courses  as  plotted,  to  a  willow,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Three  River 
lake:  thence,  with  the  east  bank  of  the  Three  River  lake;  thence,  down  the  Three  River  lake,  the  courses  plotted, 
sixty-six  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  hickory;  thence,  north,  thirty-eight  degrees  east,  thirty-seven  chains,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  south,  sixty-four  degrees  east,  seventy-six  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  as  plotted,  to  the  beginning;  containing 
four  hundred  acres,  and  has  such  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is 
claimed  by  John  Hinson,  administrator  of  Owen  SuUivant;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer;  as  also 
to  a  copy  of  the  plot  within. 

JOHN  HINSON. 

March  15,  1804.  Administrator  of  the  estate  of  Owen  SuUivant. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  9th  of  March  1804,  by  Natt.  Christmas.     Chain  bearers,  John  Wheat,  James  Bilbo. 
Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County,  May  Term,  1803. 

r        1    To  John  Hinson:  You  are  the  administrator  of  the  will  of  Owen  SuUivant,  deceased,  with  the  will  an- 
■■  ■  ^'^'         nex€d;  proceed  as  the  law  in  such  cases  directs,  and  of  your  proceedings  thereon  make  due  return. 

Test:  R.  LEE,  Clerk  W.  C.  C. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  warrant  was  exhibited  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  April  12,  1795. 

Owen  SuUivant,  inhabitant  in  the  jurisdiction  of  St.  Stephen's,  with  the  greatest  respect  due  to  your  excellency, 
represents  and  lays  before  your  excellency,  and  says,  that,  about  sixteen  leagues  from  St  Stephen's,  there  is  a  tract 
of  land  vacant,  containing  about  ten  acres  front,  with  corresponding  profounder,  of  forty  back;  situate  at  the  Three 
Rivers,  beginning  at  the  mouth,  running  upwards  until  bounded  by  vacant  land;  he  is  desirous  of  peaceable  posses- 
sion, without  causing  prejudice  to  any  person  whatever:  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition, 
with  papers  necessary  from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  cession;  for  which  favor 
he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

OWEN  SULLIVANT. 

His  Kxcellency  the  Governor  General:  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  May  12,  1795. 

By  the  best  information  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  post,  that  the  land  the  above  demands  is  li.ing's  commons, 
therefore,  cannot  cause  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  your  excellency,  may  dispose  as  it  may  seem  best. 

ANTONIO  PALAb. 
New  Orleans,  June  10,  1795. 

The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  some  other  individual  named  by  him  for  that  business,  shall  establish 
that  part  of  land  of  ten  acres  front,  with  its  profounder  of  forty  acres  back,  as  customary,  at  the  same  place  men- 
tioned in  the  above  petition;  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly  in  the  peremp- 
tory space  of  one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it 
cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be 
carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 

St.  Stephen's,  January  7,  1796. 

Registered.    The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  orignal  in  this  office,  nnder  my  charge. 

FERNANDO  LESORE.  .    . 

The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 
[l.  s.  ]    The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translaUon  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  111, by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailf.s,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County: 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  John  Wheat  and  James  Bilbo  qualified  before  me  to  perform  their  duty  faithfully 
and  impartially,  as  chain  bearers  to  a  tract  of  land,  now  about  to  be  surveyed  by  Natt.  Christmas,  surveyor;  which 
86  p 
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is  claimed  by  John  Hinson,  administrator,  with  the  will  annexed  of  Owen  SuUivant,  deceased,  as  part  of  said  de- 
ceased's estate,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  survey,  obtained  from  the  Spanish  Government  in  favor  of  said  deceased; 
beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Three  Rivers.    Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  9th  day  of  March,  1804. 

FIGURES  LEWIS,  /.  P.    [l.  s.] 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Daniel  Johnson's  case.  No.  43  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  70  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim— Oi  eight  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuanceof  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  qf  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  7'ennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  the  water  oak  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  running  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
chains  seventy  links  to  a  post  oak;  thence,  south,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  links,  to  an  ironwood;  thence,  east, 
one  hundred  and  forty  chains  and  twenty  links,  to  a  sycamore  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  up  the  various  courses  of 
the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  eight  hundred  acres,  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artifi- 
cial, as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Daniel  Johnson,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  war- 
rant of  survey;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  re- 
corded as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

DANIEL  JOHNSON. 
March  20,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  20th  March,  1804,  by  John  Dease.    Chain  bearers,  James  Dean  and  Amos  Reed. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited  in  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  May  11,  1795. 

Daniel  Johnson,  with  the  profoundest  respect,  represents  and  lays  before  your  excellency,  and  says,  that  he 
being  desirous  of^  settling  himself  on  Tombigbee  river,  there  is  a  tract  of  land  about  sixteen  leagues  distance  below 
Fort  St.  Stephen's,  containing  twenty  acres  front,  with  its  customary  profounder  back,  bounded  on  the  north  by  a 
bayou  or  creek,  called  the  Three  Mouth  creek,  and  on  the  south  by  vacant  land;  he  desires  to  cultivate  the  same, 
not  causing  prejudice  to  any  person  whatever:  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  with  papers 
of  titles  necessary,  which  may  correspond  with  the  grant;  for.  which  favor  from  your  excellency  be  will  be  for- 

^^"- *'""'''"'■  DANIEL  JOHNSON. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  May  11,  1795. 

By  the  best  information  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  post,  that  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is 
vacant  lands,  and  King's  commons,  your  excellency  may  dispose  as  is  best,  as  it  cannot  cause  any  prejudice  to  any 

''^'^**"'  ANTONIO  PALAO. 

New  Orleans,  June  10,  1795. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province  shall  establish  that  part  of  twenty  acres  front,  with  the  profounder 
back,  as  customary,  of  forty  acres,  which  the  petitioner  solicits  in  the  above  petition,  as  the  land  is  vacant,  and  at 
the  same  place  as  abovementioned  in  the  petition,  without  causing  any  prejudice  to  any  nei»;hbors,  with  the  precise 
conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly,  in  peremptory  space  of  one  year;;and  if  at  the  precise  space 
of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  remains  null;  under 
which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the 
interested  party  with  titles  in  form.  ,^,^^  ^^^^^  ^^  CARONDELET. 

Fort  St.  Stephen's,  Sqilemher  15, 1795. 

Certifieth  that  the  above  is  copy  of  the  original  in  these  archives,  under  my  charge.  ^  ^  ^^ 

FERNANDO  LlSORE. 
The  above  \vas  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  by  me, 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.  THO««  PRICE 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed.  THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  199,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

'  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  Board  ordered  the  case  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Johnson's  case.  No.  44  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  76  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim — Of  four  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  (of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  second. section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  IS03,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  tolands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  20,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  "ver,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  said  river  at  a  pine;  thence,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links,  to  a  corner  pine;  thence,  north,  forty-three  degrees  west,  thirty-one  chains,  to  a 
corner  stake;  thence,  north,  forty-seven  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links,  to  a  cor- 
ner red  oak;  thence,  down  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  four  hundred  acres,  and  hath  such 
forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  John 
Johnson,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  ot  the  Land  Office 
established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

John  Hinson,  tor 

JOHN  JOHNSON. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
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Surveyed  for  John  Johnson  four  hundred  acres  of  land.     Chain  carriers,  James  Bilbo  and  Joseph  Lawrence 
March  21,  1803  •      THOMAS  BILBO. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  in  the  following  words  and  fi-'uies  to  wit- 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  St.  Stephen's,  May  11,  1795 

John  Johnson  inhabitant  in  the  jurisdiction  of  St  Stephen's,  with  the  greatest  respect  due  to  your  excellency 
represents  and  ays  betore  your  excellency,  and  says,  that  he  is  established  on  a  tract  of  land,  about  eighteen  S^ 
distance  from  this  fort,  containing  ten  acres  front,  with  its  customary  profounder,  or  back  bnnn.Ip  1  thp  «.,rtl,  K,^ 
Moses  Moor,  and  on  (he  north  by  William  Powell,  and,  until  this  prLnt,  has  no'thei- J^op  Zi  buSe  n  '\vfe 
has  possession;  but  not  being  legal,  begs  jw  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition  with  papers  necessary 
liTwill  b\  foreve7^^^^^^^  may  correspond  witS  the  gmnt;  for  which  favor  from  your  excellency 

JOHN  JOHNSON. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  St.  Stephen's,  May  11    1795. 

Bythebe^t  information  from  the  inhabitants  of , this  post,  that  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits'is  Ki"n»'s 
commons,  therefore  cannot  cause  any  prejudice  to  neighbors,  your  excellency  may  dispose  as  it  may  seem  best.  "  '^ 

ANTONIO  PALAO. 
New  Orleans,  Junt  10,  1795. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  some  other  individual  named  by  him  for  that  business,  shall  establish 
that  part  of  land  of  ten  acres  front,  with  its  forty  acres  back,  as  customary,  in  the  profounder,  without  causin<'  pre 
judice  to  neighbors,  as  the  land  proves  vacant,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  (he  precise 
conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise 
space  ol  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null- 
under  which  supposition,  the  business  ot  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to 
provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form.  ' 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 
St.  Stephen's,  September  15,  1795. 
Certifieth  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  that  remains  in  this  office  under  my  charge. 

„,      ,        .      .  f.u    c        u         .  FERNANDO  LISORE. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  or  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOS  PRTCF 

The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge. 

JOAQN.  DE  OSORNO.     [l.  s.] 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

*  THOS  PRICF 

tubscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Chrk. 
ntered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  221  by  Edw.  Lloyd  Wailes,  for, 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
James  Bilbo  and  Joseph  Lawrence  came  before  me,  and  made  oath  that,  ag  chain  bearers  for  Thomas  Bilbo,  sur- 
veyor, in  surveying  a  tract  of  land  for  John  Johnson,  they  gave  a  true  account  of  the  admeasurement,  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge. 

March  21,  1804.  JAMES  CALLER,  J.  P. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Young  Gains's  case.  No.  45  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  84  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim— G{  seven  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of 
the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuaiice  of  tlieact  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claiws  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Peart  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  beginning  at  a  sycamore 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  running  thence,  soutJi,  thirty-nine  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains 
and  forty-nine  links,  to  a  corner  red  oak;  thence,  south,  sixty-six  degrees  east,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-two 
links,to  a  corner  post  oak;  thence,  north,  thirty-nine  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine 
links,  to  the  river;  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  having  such  shape,  forms,  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed 
by  Young  Gains,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  October,  1787, 
and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  tiled. 

YOUNG  GAINS. 
•   March  20,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  25th  March,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo.    Chain  carriers,  George  Gullett  and  Joseph  Lawrence. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited,  in  the  following  words  and  figures:  viz. 

His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  royal  army.  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince of  the  Louisiana,  &c. 

Mobile,  October  10,  1787. 
Young  Gains,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respects  to  your  excellency,  represents  and  says, 
that  there  is  a  tract  of  land  on  Tombigbee  river,  containing  twenty  acres,  formerly  the  property  of  Mr.  Dallas, 
limited  on  the  north  by  John  Arnot,  and  on  the  south  by  vacant  land;>aid  tract,  since  the  year  1780,  never  has  been 
claimed  by  the  proprietor,  nor  any  other  person  empowered  by  him;  the  above  petitioner  begs  your  excellency  to 
grant  him  the  above  tract  of  land,  with  the  profounder;  as  customary,  with  papers  of  titles  from  the  Secretary  of  Go- 
vernment, which  may  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

YOUNG  GAINS. 
Mobile,  October  10,  1787. 
Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  the  Louisiana  regiment,  and  commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile  and  its 
jurisdiction,  certifieth  that  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  and  by  information  from  different  inhabi- 
tants of  tliis  district,  who  have  knowledge  of  said  land. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 
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New  Orleans,  Oc/o6e>- 32,  1787. 
The  suiveyoi-  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveaii  Truileau,  siiall  establish  that  part  of  land  of  twenty  acres 
front,  by  its  profounder  of  forty,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  person,  at  the  same  place 
mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly  in  the  peremp- 
tory space  of  one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  can- 
not be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  limi.ts  will  be  carried  on 
in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  December  4,  1798. 
This  is  a  copy  of  the  original  in  this  office,  under  my  charge,  whicii  I  certify. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  under  my  charge,  by  me. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  tlie  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Ploly  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk.  ' 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  242,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Joseph  Lawrence  and  George  Gullett,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  John  Callier, 
Esq. ,  Justice  of  Peace. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Young  Gains's  case,  No.  46  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  85  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  eight  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Dominique  de  Olive,  by  virtue  of  a 
Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Cotnmissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  beginning  at 
a  cotton,  running  north,  seventy  degrees  west,  thirty-seven  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  west,  eighty-four  chains,  to  a 
corner  oak;  thence  north,  twenty-eight  degrees  west,  forty -three  chains,  to  a  corner  gum;  thence,  north,  twenty-four 
chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  bank  of  Bassett's  creek;  thence,  east,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  chains,  to  a  branch;  thence, 
south,  forty -five  degrees  east,  twenty  chains,  to  a  corner  maple  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  thence,  with  the  river  to  the 
beginning,  containing  eight  hundred  acres;  is  claimed  by  Young  Gains,  legal  representative  of  Dominique  de  Olive, 
having  such  forms  aiid  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  the  said  land  is 
claimed  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  first  section  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  by  a  Spanish  grant  bearing  date  the  15th 
March,  1788,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all 
which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  hereunto  annexed. 

YOUNG  GAINS, 
Legal  representative  of  Dominique  de  Olive. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  24th  February,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo.    Chain  carriers,  George  Gullett  and  David' Gains,  Jun. 

A  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  and  a  bill  of  sale  were  exhibited  in  support  of  this  claim,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

Mobile,  January  29,  1788. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General: 

Dominique  de  Olive,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  represents 
and  says,  that  there  is  a  tract  of  vacant  land  on  Tombigbee  river,  containing  twenty  acres,  limited  on  the  north  by 
vacant  land,  and  on  the  north  by  Monsieur  Dubroca.  which  until  now  has  never  had  any  proprietor;  begs  your  ex- 
cellency to  grant  him  the  above  tract  of  land,  with  the  profounder  as  customary,  with  papers  of  titles  necessary 
from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever 
thankful.  DOMINIQUE  DE  OLIVE. 

Mobile,  May  4,  1788. 
Don  Vincent  Folcli,  captain  in  the  Louisiana  regiment  of  fixo,  and  commandant  of  civil  and  military  of  Mobile 
and  its  jurisdiction,  certify,  that  by  information  from  the  different  inhabitants,  that  part  of  land  the  above  petitioner 
solicits  remains  vacant. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  March  15, 1788. 
The  commandant  of  Mobile  shall  establish  that  part  of  twenty  acres  front,  with  the  profounder  of  fo'rty  as  cus- 
tomary, as  it  is  vacant,  and  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  peti- 
tion, with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  ot  one  year; 
and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this 
grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract, 
and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  March  5,  1804. 
This  is  a  copy  of  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge.  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^ 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

The  above  is  compaied  exact  with  the  oiiginal  in  this  office,  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 
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I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents:  I,  Dominique  de  Olive,  inhabitant  of  this  place,  really  and  effectually  sold  and 
delivered  unto  Young  Gains,  inhabitant  of  Tombigbee  river,  one  tract  of  land  of  twenty  acres  front,  by  forty  in  the 
profounder;  limited  on  the  south  by  land  of  Valentine  Dubroca,  and  on  the  north  by  vacant  land,  above  place 
called  the  Sunflower:  said  land  obtained  first  by  concession  from  his  excellency  the  Governor  General  of  these 
provinces,  the  original  of  which  exists  in  the  office  of  this  place,  dated  the  12th  day  of  March,  1788;  said  land  I  have 
sold  and  delivered  unto  said  Gains  for  the  sum  of  eighty  silver  dollars,  which  I  have  received,  which  said  sum  I  am 
fully  satisfied  with:  for  which  I  pass  this  bill  of  sale  with  form  and  regularity,  renouncing  all  rights  to  said  land,  and 
give  full  possession  to  Young  Gains,  with  all  rights  and  titles  for  the  same;  therefore  give  up  all  rights,  titles,  and 
claims  to  said  land  sold  and  delivered  to  Young  Gains,  as  above  mentioned;  in  test  of  which,  1  sign  these  presents, 
in  the  presence  of  the  commandant  of  Mobile,  the  3d  day  of  December,  1798.  I,  Don  Manuel  Laiizus,  commandant 
civil  and  military  of  said  place,  accompanied  with  two  evidences  of  assistance,  who  have  knowledge  of  both  contract- 
ing parties,  shall  sign  these  presents  with  the  two  evidences  of  assistance;  Dominique  de  Olive  shall  sign  with  a  cross, 
as  customary.  •=         .  ' 

YOUNG  GAINS, 
■      DOMINIQUE,  his  X  mark. 
Jose  Lopez,  Francisco  Cantero.  Before  me, 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
This  is  a  copy  of  the  original  in  the  office  under  my  charge,  which  I  certify  the  day  and  date  as  abovementioned 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  bill  of  sale.  THOS.  PRICE. 

This  was  compared  exact  with  original,  by  me, 

JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant, 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804.    Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  246,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
David  Gains,  Jun.  and  George  Gullett,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before 

JOHN  CALLIER,  /.  P. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Frazier's  case.  No.  47  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  80  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

C/aiwj— Of  sixteen  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  witii  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  M  day  of  March,  1803, /o?-  receiv- 
ing una  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and.  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  including 
part  of  Toller  creek,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  cotton  tree,  running  thence,  south,  forty-four  de-« 
grees  west,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  chains  and  ninety  links,  to  a  red  haw;  thence,  north,  forty-six  degrees 
west,  ninty-five  chains,  to  Toller  creek;  thence,  with  the  creek  north,  forty-four  degrees  east,  eighteen  chains  fifty 
links,  to  a  persimmon  tree;  thence,  north,  forty-six  degrees  west,  thirty-one" chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stake  on  the  north 
fork  of  Toller  creek;  thence,  north,  forty-four  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  three  chains,  to  tlie  river,  a  sweet  gum 
corner;  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  sixteen  hundred  acres:  is  claimed  by  James  Fra- 
■zier,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  bearing  date  the  31st  day  of  July,  1787,  and  is  now  exhibited 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all 
which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

J.  F.  McGriJw,  for 

March  30,  1804.  JAMES  FRAZIER. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  20,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon. 

A  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited  in  this  case,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 
Don  Estevan  Miro,  colonel  of  His  Majesty's  royal  troops,  Governor  of  the  city  and  province  of  Louisiana,  &c.  &c. 

Mobile,  June  6,  1787. 

James  Frazier,  inhabitant  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  with  profoundest  respect  to  your  excellency,  petitions  and 
says,  that  existeth  and  is  on  Tombigbee  river  forty  acres  of  land,  formerly  the  property  of  Mr.  Farmer,  limited 
on  the  east  side  by  a  tract  of  land  the  property  of  John  Turnbull,  and  on  the  west  side  by  another  of  the  same,  wliicli 
was  forsaken  by  the  widow;  Farmer  in  the  year  1780,  and  until  this  present  has  never  been  claimed  by  the  proprie- 
tor, nor  any  other  person  for  him  empowered;  and  as  the  attention  of  the  above  petitioner  is  to  cultivate  tobacco  and 
Indian  corn,  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  with  papers  necessary  from  the  Secretary  of 
Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  same. 

JAMES  FRAZIER. 

Don  Pedro  Favrot,  captain  in  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  at  this  place,  certifieth,  by  in- 
formation from  four  of  the  inhabitants  of  character  of  this  place,  the  land  above  mentioned  was  forsaken  by  the 
same  individuals  as  above  mentioned,  and  at  the  same  time  as  specified  above;  and  as  it  may  be  credited  at  any 
time,  I  give  tliese  presents  at  Mobile,  this  7th  June,  1787. 

PEDRO  FAA^ROT. 

New  Orleans,  July  31,  1787. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  tlie  petitioner  on  that  part 
of  land  of  forty  acres  front  by  its  profounder  of  forty  back,  as  customary,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the 
above  petition,  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  person  whatsoever,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and 
clearing  regularly  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  set- 
tled, during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  , 
settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  ine,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 
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MoBiLEj  February  29, 1804. 
The  above  was  compared  with  the  original  in  tills  exact  by  me, 

JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 
The  above  copy  is  exact  from  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

I,  Tliomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  th.e  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant, 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  232,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Hegister. 
The  Board  ordered  that  tiie  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Powell,  executor  of  William  Powell,  deceased,  case  No.  48  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  63  on  tiie 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  four  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  exhibited  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  \803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  butting  and 
bounding  on  the  east  by  said  river,  to  the  south  by  John  Johnson's  land,  beginning  on  a  red  oak,  west  by  vacant 
land,  and  north  by  James  Powell's  land,  containing  four  hundred  acres;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  James  Powell,  executor  for  the  estate  of 
William  Powell,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  liebegs  leave  to  refer,  as 
also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JAMES  POWELL, 
Executor  of  William  Powell. 
March  20,  1804,  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  2'Jd ,  1804,  by  John  Dease.    Chain  carriers,  James  Dean  and  Amos  Read. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  llth  May,  1795. 

William  Powell,  inhabitant  in  the  jurisdiction  of  St.  Stephen's,  with  the  greatest  respect,  represents  and  lays  be- 
fore your  excellency,  that  having  been  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  these  ten  years  past,  situate  in  distance  about 
eighteen  leagues  from  this  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  on  up-land,  the  same  leads  down  to  Mobile,  which  contains  about 
ten  acres  front,  bounded  on  the  south  by  John  Johnson,  and  on  the  north  by  Owen  SuUivant;  the  land  being  vacant, 
begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  titles  of  cession:  for  which  favor  from  your  excellency  he  will  be  forever 
tllankful. 

WILLIAM  POWELL. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  Wth  May,  1795. 

By  information  from  the  dift'erent  inhabitants  of  this  post,  it  appears  that  the  land  is  vacant,  and  within  the  King's 
.dominion:  therefore,  cannot  cause  any  prejudice  to  any. 

ANTONIO  PALAO. 

New  Orleans,  Wlh  June,  1795. 
The  Surveyor  of  the  province  shall  establish  that  part  of  ten  acres  of  land  front,  the  same  that  solicits  the  peti- 
tioner, with  forty  back,  as  customary,  as  it  appears  to  be  vacant  land,  and  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  the  neigh- 
bors, with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year; 
and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant 
to  lay  null,  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted 
me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 

Certifieth  that  the  above  is  a  copy  of  the  original  in  the  office  under  my  charge,  at  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  October 
6th,  1795.  FERNANDO  LESORE. 

Translated  from  the  Spanish  grant— copied.  THOMAS  PRICE. 

The  above  was  compared  to  the  original  in  this  office,  by  me,  JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO,  [l.  s.] 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  182,  by  Edw.  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Simon  Andry's  case.  No.  49  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  106  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

C/aim— Of  four  hundred  and  seventy -nine  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  21,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Mobile  river,  butting  and  bounding  on 
the  north  by  Grog  Hall  creek,  and  on  the  south  by  Joseph  Chastaiig,  on  the  east  by  the  said  river,  and  west  by  va- 
cant land,  is  claimed  by  Simon  Andrey,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant,  or  order  of  survey,  granted  to  the 
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said  Simon  Andrey,  as  may  appear  by  the  original  grant  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  (to  be  es- 
tablished east  of  Pearl  river)  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  that  act.  To  all  which, he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Chastang,  Jeune,  acting  for 
.      ,  SIMON  ANDREY.       , 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed,  aoth  March,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.     Chain  bearers,  Gabriel  Tissrah  and  William  Weathers. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz: 

Mobile,  Jlpril  13,  1787. 
Senor  Don  Estevan  Miro,  colonel  of  the  royal  troops,  and  Governor  of  civil  and  military  in  the  province  of  the 

Louisiana,  &c.: 
Simon  Andrey.  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  submission  and  respect,  says,  that  on  the 
river  Tombigbee,  there  is  forty  acres  of  land  that  has  been  evacuated  by  Mr.  Magillivrey  these  eight  years 
past,  lying  and  situate  between  the  property  of  Mr.  Chastang  on  the  southeast  side,  and  on  the  northeast  side  by 
a  place  called  Grog  Hall,  so  named  by  said  Mr.  Magillivrey,  above  mentioned,  comprehending  both  sides  of  the 
river;  and  that  the  petitioner  having  slaves  in  number  sufficient  to  cultivate  the  above  mentionedlands,  humbly  begs 
your  excellency  to  favor  him  with  a  grant  fur  the  same,  having  paid  due  attention  that  no  person  whatever  hath  laid 
any  claims  since  the  evacuation  of  the  above  mentioned  lands;  he  therefore  begs  your  excellency  to  favor  him  of  be- 
ing proprietor  of  the  above  mentioned  farty  acres  of  land  front,  with  its  profounder.  that  corresponds,  as  customary; 
and  begs  your  excellency  would  give  directions  to  the  secretary  of  despatches  for  the  same. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

Signed  for  SIMON  ANDREY. 

Don  Pedro  Favrot,  captain  in  the  Louisiana  regiment  of  fixo,  and  commandant  of  civil  and  military  of  Mobile, 
&c.  certitieth,  that  having  taken  a  second  information  from  four  credible  inhabitants,  who  declare,  that  the  above 
mentioned  forty  acres  of  land,  front  on  the  river,  at  the  place  above  named,  have  been  abandoned  or  evacuated 
by  the  same  person  above  named,  as  long  as  the  same  term  of  time  of  eight  years  past,  as  above  mentioned;  and  be- 
ing convinced  of  the  fact  of  the  above  information,  I  have  signed  these  presents,  the  13th  of  April,  1787. 

PEDRO  FAVROT. 

New  Orleans,  May  14,  1787. 
The  commandant  of  Mobile  post  shall  establish  the  petitioner  on  twelve  acres  of  land  only,  front  on  the  river, 
and  forty  acres  back  in  the  profounder,  as  customary,  witliout  causing  any  detriment;  the  petitioner  may  have  choice 
of  the  above  twelve  acres  front  on  the  river  within  the  boundary  of  the  above  mentioned  forty  acres  front  on  the 
river,  by  him  petitioned  for,  with  these  express  obligations:  that,  within  the  term  of  one  year,  he  shall  make  roads 
and  lawful  improvements;  and  if  neglected  for  the  term  of  three  years,  the  same  land  shall  become  vacant;  observ- 
ing these  express  conditions,  that,  during  the  above  mentioned  term  of  three  years,  he,  the  petitioner,  shall  not  con- 
vey, bargain  for,  or  sell,  or  cause  it  to  be  done,  any  part  of  the  above  mentioned  twelve  acres  of  lands  front  on  the 
river,  until  intelligence  shall  be  given  of  the  aboye  obligation  being  completed,  which  may  correspond  with  the  titles 
in  due  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  in  the  ofiice.  of  this  place. 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSAYE, 
Mobile,  July  8,  1787.  Public  Writer  in  Mobile. 

Translated  from  a  copy  of  tite  original  in  this  office. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  Interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Gross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed.  THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  31,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clcrfc. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  331,  by  Edw.  Llotd"  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?«^i.s/cr. 

Gabriel  Tissrah  and  William  Weathers,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before 

JAMES  CAI-LIER,  Esq.  Justice  of  Peace. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  cise  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Simon  Axdret's  case,  No.  50  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  163  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  forty-one  acres,  as  legal  representative  of  Charlotte  Haurale,  under  the  third 
section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  river  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  21,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tracts  of  la,nd,  one  lying  on  the  west,  and  the  other  on  the  east  side  of 
Mobile  river,  beginning  at  a  persimmon  tree,  and  adjoining  to  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Chastang,  for  the  lands  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river;  the  land  on  the  east  side  of  said  river  beginning  at  the  green  oak  landing,  and  running  until 
it  also  joins  to  lands  of  the  said  Joseph  Chastang,  is  claimed  by  Simon  Andrey,  as  the  legal  representative  of  Char- 
lotte Mauiale,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  March.  1803,  for  pre- 
emption, to  be  recorded  agreeably  to  that  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plots  here- 
with filed. 

Chastang,  Jeune,  aqting  for 

SIMON  ANDREY. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  February  20,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.    Chain  carriers,  Joseph  Campbell  and  Gabriel  Tissrah. 
In  support  of  claim,  a  writing  was  exhibited  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

I,  the  subscriber,  Simon  Favre,  do  give,  and,  by  these  presents,  have  given,  unto  Charlotte  Haurale,  in  consi- 
deration of  her  good  services  done  me,  a  tract  of  land  on  the  blutf,  beginning  at  my  persimmon  tree,  until  it  joins 
Mr.  Chastang's  boundary,  which  contains  about  one  and  a  half  acres  on  the  river;  and,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
said  river,  another  tract  of  land,  beginning  at  my  landing,  called  the  Green  Oak,  until  it  joins  also  Mr.  Chastang's 
boundary,  forming  about  two  acres  front  on  the  river,  with  the  same  profomuler  as  customary;  and  tiiat  it  may  be 
well  understood  that  the  said  Charlotte  Haraule  shall  enjoy  the  same  fully  and  peaceably,  she  being  the  only  heir 
to  the  said  lands,  in  promising  her  to  warrant  the  same  from  all  troubles  or  impeachments  whatever. 

Given,  in  the  presence  of  evidences,  at  my  plantation,  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-three. 

Duval,         7  .^   ,  SIMON  FAVRE. 

P.  SuzAN,     5  ^'''• 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original.  THOS.  PRICE. 
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I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  writing  hereto 
annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  495,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

•  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Brewer,  Junior's,  case,  No.  51  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  75  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— Oi'  eight  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Valentine  Dubroca,  by  virtue  of  a  Spa- 
nish warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim',  together  with  a  surveyor's'  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east,  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  sweet  gum,  and  running  west,  one  hundred  and  five  chains,  to  a  sweet  gum  corner;  thence 
south,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  links, to  a  laurel  corner;  thence,  east,  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  chains,  to  a 
stake  corner  on  the  river;  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  eight  hundred  acres, 
having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is 
claimed  by  George  Brewer,  Jr.,  as  legal  representative  of  Valentine  Dubroca,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  war- 
rant of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  record- 
ed as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

GEORGE  BREWER,  Jun. 
March  16,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  February  21,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon. 

A  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  and  bill  of  sale  were  exhibited  in  this  case,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 

HisExcellency  the  Governor  Genieral:  Mobile,  Oc/o6er  2,  1787. 

Valentine  Dubroca,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respects  to  your  excellency,  petitions 
and  says,  there  is  found  on  Tombigbee  river  twenty  acres  of  land,  limited  on  the  north  by  land  of  Dominique  de  Olive, 
and  on  the  south  by  vacant  land,  which  never  had  any  proprietor;  in  attention  of  which,  he  expects  from  your  excel- 
lency the  favor  of  granting  him  the  above  petition,  with  the  corresponding  papers  of  titles,  from  the  Secretary  of 
Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession:  for  which  favor  from  your  excellency  he  will  be  forever 
thankful. 

VALENTINE  DUBROCA. 

Mobile,  October  2,  1787. 
Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  the  fixed  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile  and  its 
jurisdiction,  certifies,  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  found  vacant,  by  information  taken  to  that  purpose  from 
several  inhabitants  knowing  the  same. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  October  22,  1787.  ' 
The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  this  individual  on  that  part  of  land 
of  twenty  acres  front,  which  he  solicits,  with  the  profounder  as  customary,  of  forty,  at  the  same  place  mentioned 
in  the  above  petition,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  wilh  the  precise  conditions  oi" 
making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three 
years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  after  which  period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which 
supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  inter- 
ested parly  with  titles  in  form. 

This  is  a  copy,  compared  to  the  original  existing  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  which  I  certify. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 
Mobile,  Febmary  24,  1804. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.  THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Pi  ice,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
To  all  to  whom  these  may  come:  ■        , 

I,  Valentine  Dubroca,  neighbor  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  hath  really  and  effectually  sold  to  George  Brewer,  inha- 
bitant of  Tombigbee  river,  one  tract  of  land,  containing  twenty  acres,  situate  at  a  place  called  Sunflower,  on  said 
river,  limited  on  the  north  side  by  one  of  Dominique  de  Olive,  and  on  the  south  by  another  of  Arban  Durny;  said 
land  is  my  own  property,  by  concession  from  his  excellency  the  Governor  General,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the  original  of  which  exists  in  the  archives  of  this  place,  the  copy  of  which  I  sold  to  tlie 
purchaser,  safe,  without  mortgage  or  clainis  on  the  same,  for  the  sum  of  sixty  silver  dollars,  which  I  have  received, 
and  am  satisfied;  renouncing  all  rights,  titles,  and  claims,  me  and  my  heirs,  to  said  land  and  possessions  thereunto 
belonging,  and  give  full  possession  to  the  purchaser,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  forever,  to  dispose  or  make  use  of  for 
him,  his  neirs,  and  assigns;  and,  being  present  said  George  Brewer,  he  accepts  this  bill  of  sale  and  titles  to  said 
land  above  mentioned,  for  the  same  sum  we  bargained  for,  in  which  he  is  well  satisfied.  In  testimony  of  which,  this 
is  dated  at  Mobile,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  sevan  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

I,  Don  Manuel  de  Lanzos,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  said  province,  accompanied  with  two  evidences 
of  assistance,  knowing  both  parties  contracting,  and  sign,  with  the  two  evidences.  And  i,  the  said  commandant,  &c. 

VALENTINE  DUBROCA. 

Francisco  Contero,  7  jyimesses. 
Garonemo  Yabanas,5 

Before  me, 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
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This  is  a  copy  of  the  oritjinai  that  passed  before  me,  for  which  I  certify. 

^,      ,       .      ,.„    ,     ,      .   ,  MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 

1  he  above  IS  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  Spanish  original.    , 

^,      ,  ,  .       ,       , .     ^  THOMAS  PRICE. 

Ihe  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  orjginal  in  this  gflice  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  214,  by  Edward  Li.ovd  "\\'ailes.   for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804.— Attest:  David  Pakmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Brewer's  case.  No.  52  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  104  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— Oi  eight  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Charles  Arbon  Demoy,  by  virtue  of  a 
Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act.         ,    . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  {he  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the.  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1903,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  fennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, beginning  at  a  cotton  tree,  being  James  Denley's  corner,  running  thence,  due  west,  eighty-one  chains 
and  fifty  links,  to  a  white  oak;  thence,  north,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  links,  to  an  ironwood;  thence,  east, 
one  hundred  and  seventy  chains,  to  a  stake  coiner  on  the  river;  thence,  with  the  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning; 
containing  eight  hundred  acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  repre- 
sented in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  John  Brewer,  as  legal  representative  of  CharUs  Abon  Demoy,  in  and  by 
virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of 
Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot 
herewith  filed. 

JOHN  BREWER, 
Legal  representative  of  Charles  Jirhon.  Demoy. 
March  l6,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  20th  February,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon.    Chain  carriers,  James  Danley,  George  Dickey. 
A  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  and  a  bill  of  sale  were  exhibited  in  this  case,  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
viz: 

His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  royal  army.  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and 

province  of  the  Louisiana,  &c.  &c. 

Mobile,  October  IQth,  1787. 
Charles  Abon  Demoy,  inhabitant  in  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  represents 
and  says  there  is  on  Tombigbee  river  forty  acres  of  vacant  land,  which  land  never  has  had  any  proprietor,  limited 
on  the  north  sid6  by  land,  the  property  of  Valentine  Dubroca,  and  on  the  south  by  a  tract  of  land  of  Daniel  Ward's; 
and  with  intention  to  cultivate  tobacco  and  corn  on  said  land,  begs  your  excellency's  goodness  in  granting  me  the 
above  forty  acres  as  real  proprietor  of  the  same,  with  the  profounder,  as  customary;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  for- 
ever thankful. 

CHARLES  ABON  DEMOY. 

Mobile,  October  lOlh,  1787. 
\       Don  Vincent  Folch,  captain  in  the  fixed  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile  and  its 
district,  certifies,  that  what  the  petitioner  solicits  is  found  vacant  by  the  information  taken  for  that  purpose  from 
several  inhabitants  knowing  the  same.  . 

VINCENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  October  22d,  1787. 

The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Charles  Laveau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  this  individual  on  that  part  of  land 
of  twenty  acres  front,  which  he  solicits,  with  its  profounder,  as  customary,  of  forty,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in 
the  above  petition,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the 
road,  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the 
land  is  not  settled,  after  whjch  period  it  cannat  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition, 
the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with 
titles  in  form.  ■    " 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

This  is  exact  with  the  original,  from  which  is  written  this  copy,  and  existing  in  the  archives  of  this  place,  under 
mv  charge;  the  same  I  certify  at  Mobile,  the  23d  of  October,  1800. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
This  was  compared  with  the  original  existing  in  the  office  under  my  charge. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 
The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  Ring  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writings  hereto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Bpard,  March  21st,  1804.— Attest:  David  ParSielee  2d,  Clerk. 
To  all  to  whom  these  may  come: 

Charles  Arbon  Demoy,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  hath  really  and  effectually  sold  unto  John  Brewer, 
inhabitant  established  on  Tombigbee  river,  United  States'  territory,  since  the  limitation,  a  tract  of  land  of  my  own 
property,  containing  twenty  acres  front,  with  the  profounder.  as  customary,  of  forty;  said  land  limited  on  one  side 
by  land"  of  Valentine  Dubroca,  deceased,  and  on  the  other  side  by  land,  the  purchaser's  property;  the  above  land 
proves  to  be  my  own  property  by  titles  of  concession  from  his  excellency  the  Governor  General  of  these  provinces, 
warranted  to  me  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the  original  of  which  exists  in  the 
87  p 
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archives  of  this  place,  of  which  I  took  a  copy  of  certification  from  the  commandant;  the  same  I  sold  to  said  pur- 
chaser, safe  from  all  mortgages  or  claims,  tvith  all  the  improvements,  for  the  *um  of  two  hundred  silver  dollars, 
which  I  received  and  am  satisfied,  and  by  these  renounce  all  rights,  titles,  and  claims  to  said  lands  and  possessions 
thereunto  belonging,  and  by  these  give  full  possession  to  said  purchaser,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  to  dispose  of 
for  him,  his  heirs  aild  assigns;  and,  as  thfi  purchaser  is  not  present  to  accept  in  his  favor  the  bill  of  sale  with  titles 
for  said  land,  accept  for  him,  and  in  his  favor,  John  Baptist  Dubroca  and  Thomas  Price,  who  hold  themselves  satis- 
fied, according  to  the  above  contract,  passing  receipts  on  both  sides,  both  being  satisfied.  In  testimony  of  which, 
these  are  dated  at  Mobile,  the  twenty-third  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

I,  Don  Manuel  De  Lanzos,  captain  retired  from  the  regiment  fixed  of  the  Louisiana,  commandant  civil  and 
military  of  Mobile  place  and  its  jurisdiction,  accompanied  with  two  evidences  of  assistance,  who  is  knowing  the 
vender  and  the  two  persons  who  accepted  in  favor  of  the  piirchaser,  having  no  Notary  Public,  they  all  sign  these 
with  me,  at  Mobile,  the  same  day  and  year  above  dated. 

CHARLES  ARBON  DRMOY. 
For  the  purchaser:  John  Baptist  Dubroca,  Thomas  Piice.    Evidences  of  assistance:  Salvador  Gormez,  Augus- 
tin  Blanco. 

Before  me,  MANUEIi  DE  LANZOS. 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  original  passed  before  me,  and  existing  in  the  archives  of  this  place  under  my  charge, 
which  I  certify,  the  day  above  dated. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
The  above  is  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  Spanish  grant.  THOS.  PRICE. 

The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.   [l.  s.]  . 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grftnt 
or  writings  hereto  annexed. 

,  THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  beforfethe  Board,  March  21st,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol., t,  page  320,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailks,  for 

•  .    JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

The  heirs  of  James  McGrew;  case  No.  53  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  73  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  four  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of 'the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, ^o  receive 
and  adjust  claims  to  lands  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombisbee,  butting 
and  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  on  a  corner  cotton  tree,  above  Reams's  line  and  lands  claimed  by  Young  Gains, 
&c.  abouttwo  miles  below  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  (supposed;)  thence,  runningsouth,  eighteen  degrees  west,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  corner  red  oak;  thence,  north,  seventy-two  degrees  West,  thirty-one  chains  and 
fifty  links,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north,  eighteen  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  fifty  links,  to  a 
corner  cotton  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  thence,  down  the  meanders  of  the  river  to  the  first  mentioned  station; 
having  such  inarks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  four  hundred  acres;  is 
claimed  by  James  McGrew,  or  by  his  heirs,  to  wit:  Peggy  McGrew,  Eliza  McGrew,  or  Eliza  De  Castro,  Alexander 
McGrew,"Giles  McGrew,  James  McGrew,  Jane  McGrew,  Nancy  McGrew,- Keziah  McGrew,  John  McGrew,  and 
Wm.  McGrew,  children  of  said  James  McGrew,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  granted 
unto  him,  the  said  James  McGrew,  on  the  day  of;  and  the  said  claimatit  did,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  in- 
habit aiid  cultivate  the  tract  herein  specified,  agreeably  to  the  requisitions. of  the  first  section  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  an  act,  and  the  same  does  not  appear  to  be  claimed  by  any  preceding  provision  of  the  act,  and  now  exhi- 
bited to  the  Register  of  th^  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  is  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  hereto  fixed, .&c.  &c.     Presented  February  29th,  1804,  by 

ELIZABETH  DE  CASTRO,  her  x  mark. 

"Witness,  Edwin  Lewis.  •      • 

[Plot  omitted.]  ,       .  , 

Surveyed  in  February,  1804,,  by  Robert  Ligon.    Chain  carriers.  Young  Gaiijs,'  Dawson  Grimes. 

In  support  of  this. claim,  a  Spapish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

Don  EsTEvAN  MiRo,  Colonel  of  the  royal  array.  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  province  of  Loui- 
siana, &c.  &c. 

Mobile,  I'ith  January,  1788. 

James  McGrew,  inhabitant  of  this  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  repre- 
sents and  says,  that  there  is  on  the  Tombigbee  river  ten  acres  of  vacant  land,  which,  until  now,  has  never  been 
claimed  by  any  proprietor;  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him,  with  the  profounder  customary,  with  papers  of  titles 
necessary  from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  that  may  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be 
forever  thankful.  - 

JAMES  McGREW. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  regiment  of  fixed  of  the  Louisiana,  comhrandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile 
and  its  district,  certifieth,  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  by  information  from  the  difterent  inhabi- 
tants who  are  knowing  to  the  same  place,  for  which  I  sign  tliese  presents  the  day  and  date  above  mentioned. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

^E\Y  ORLEAtis,  9th  February,  1788.  ■ 
The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  that  part  of  land  often  acres  front, 
with  its  profounder  of  forty  acres  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  and  not  cause  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  at  the 
place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regularly  in  the 
peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period 
it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will 
be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  partv  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  March  Gth,  1788. 
Certifieth  the  above  is  a  copy  of  the  original  existing  in  the  office  of  this  place. 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSAYE,  Public  Notary. 
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The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOS.  PRICE. 
The  above  is  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  under  my  charge,  by  me. 

JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly  swear, 
by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant  or 
writing  hereto  annexed.  i-  »       > 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804.— Attest:  David  PARMELKE2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1.  page  206,  by  EdwaSd  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

TU   TK     A     A     A,u,,w  K        ,    '    Af  (1      ."  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS, /?e^is/er. 

1  he  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francis  Boykin's  case.  No.  54  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  58  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

C/at«t— Of  eight  hundred  acres,  as  representative  of  Adam  Hollinger,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey 
under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  exhibited  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot,of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit:  ■ 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed,  in  pursuance  of  an  aot  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  follovving  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, beginning  at  an  elm,  and  running  north,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  chains  to  a 
stake;  thence,  south,  twenty-three  degrees  west,  sixty-thiee  chains  twenty-four  links,  to  a  black  »um-  thence 
south,  sixty-seven  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains,  to  a  cotton  tree  standing  on  the  river-^thence  with 
the  river,  to  the  beginning,  containing  eight  hundred  acres,  having  such  shape,  foiin,  and  marks,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Francis  Boykin  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish 
warrant  of  survey,  dated  the  10th  day  of  June,  1795,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of 
Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot 
herewith  filed. 

FRANCIS  BOYKIN. 

March  Uth,  1804., 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  5th  of  March,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon.    Chain  carriers,  Rice  Wells,  William  McGee. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  vjz: 

-  '  St.  Stephen's,  May  1st,  1795. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General: 

Adam  Hollinger,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  represents  and  says,  that,  these  five  years 
past  he  "has  been  settled  on  a  tract  of  land,  about  ten  miles  distance  from  the  fort,  on  Mobile  side,  the  said  land 
contains  twenty  acres,  limited  next  to  the  fort  by  Nathaniel  Blackwell,  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  Mr.  Bas- 
sett's;  the  same  was  vacant  when  the  petitioner  took  possession;  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above 
petition,  with  papers  of  titles  necessary  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be 
forever  thankful. 

ADAM  HOLLINGER. 

St.  Stephen's,  6th  May,  1795. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  ' 

By  information  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  post,  that  the  land  above  mentioned  is  King's  commons,  and  not  caus- 
ing any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  your  excellency  may  dispose  as  it  may  seem  best. 

ANTONIO  PALAO. 

New  Orleans,  10/A  June,  1795. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  some  individual  named  by  him  for  that  business,  shall  establish  that 
part  of  land  of  twenty  acres  front,  with  its  piofounder  of  forty  acres,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  any 
prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making 
the  road,  and  clearing  regularly  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and,  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land 
is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the 
business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with 
titles  in  form.  . 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 
Registered:  FERNANDO  LISORE. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOS.  PRICE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO.   [l.  8.] 

I,Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly  swear 
by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant  or 
writing' hereto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804.    Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

On  the  back  of  the  original  Spanish  warrant  there  is  an  endorsement  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 

For  value  received  of  Francis  Boykin,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  I  do  assign,  transfer,  release,  and  forever 
quit  claim  to  the  said  Francis  Boykin,  all  my  interest,  right,  and  title  to  all  the  lands  which  can  or  ought  to  be 
claimed  or  holden  by  virtue  of  the  foregoing  order  or  warrant  of  survey  from  the  Spanish  Government. 

Witness  my  hand  the  21st  of  March,  1804. 

ADAM  A.  HOLLINGER,  his  x  mark. 

Test:  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  169,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Rice  Wells  and  William  McGeehe,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  John  Callier, 
Esq.  Justice  of  Peace. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Ann  Lawrence's  case,  No.  55  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  101  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  eight  hundred  acres,  as  legal  representative  of  Moses  Moore,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  sur- 
vey, under  the  first  section  of  the  act.  '  ; 

The  claimant  presented  her  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  ol  the  laud  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  Mardi,  180S, /or  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  laiid,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  said  river  at  an  oak;  thence,  south,  twenty-five  degrees  east,  fourteen  chains; 
thence,  south,  thirty-six  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  ten  chains;  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  east,  seventeen 
chains;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  east,  seventy-seven  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north,  seventeen  de- 
grees east,  ninety-three  chains,  to  a  sassafras;  thence,  west,  twenty -five  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty-eight  degrees 
west,  twenty-five  chains;  thence  up  the  meanders  of  said  river  to  the  beginning;  containing  eight  hundred  acres,  and 
hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by 
the  widow  Ann  Lawrence,  legal  representative  of  Moses  Moore,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey, 
and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed 
by  said  act.     To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE, 
For  An.v  Lawrence,  Legal  representative  of  Moses  Moore. 
March  20,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  carriers,  James  Bilbo  and  Williani  Phelps.     Surveyed  19th  March,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo. 
In  this. case,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  •survey-  was  exhibited,  in  the  worys  and  figures  following,  viz: 

Mobile,  October  1,  1787. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  of  the  province  of  Louisia,na: 
Moses  Moore,  inhabitant  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  represents 
and  says,  that  there  is  ibund  on  Tombigbee  river  a  tract  of  land  of  twenty  acres,  formerly  the  property  of  Mr. 
Mcintosh,  interpreter  and  commissary  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  in  the  English  times;  limited  on  the  north  by 
the  same  land,  and  on  the  south  by  Sunflower;  which  was  evacuated  by  Said  Mcintosh  in  the  year  eighty,  and, 
until  this  present,  never  has  been  claimed  by  him,  nor  no  other  for  him  empowered.  The  petitioner  being  necessi- 
tated for  such  a  tract  to  cultivate  tobacco  and  Indian  corn,  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition, 
with  the  profounder  as  customary,  with  papers  of  titles  necessary,  from  the  secretary  of  Government,  which  may 
correspond  with  the  concession^  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forevei-  thankful. 

MOSES  MOORE. 

Don  Vicent  Folcb,  captain  in  Louisiana  regiment  of  infantry,  and  commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile 
and  its  jurisdiction,  certifies  that  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  by  information  from  the  diiferent 
inhabitants  of  this  district. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  October  22,. 1787. 
The  surveyor  of  this  province.  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  that- part  of  land  of  twenty  acres 
front,  with  its  profounder  of  forty  acres,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors, 
at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditionsof  making  the  road,  and  clearing  re- 
gularly, in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  dur- 
ing which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling 
the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

estevan  miro. 

This  is  a  copy  compared  with  the  original  in  this  office,  Mobile,  March  5,  1804. 

joaq.  de  osorno. 

The  abbVe  is  a  copy  of-  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
The  above  compared  with  the  original  exact  in  this  office  under  my  charge. 

JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO.    [l.  s.  ] 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God  and  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant  or 
writing  hereto  annexed.  . 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmplee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  308,  by  Edward-Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  jRegister. 

In  support  of  thfe  right  of  representation,  the  claimant  exhibited  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Moses 
Moore,  bearing  date  the  95th  of  July,  1791,  in  which  he  willed  and  devised  to  the  said  Ann  Lawrence  all  his  right 
and  title  to  the  land  now  claimed,  which  she  was  to  have  and  possess  after  the  decease  of  Margaret,  the  widow  of 
said  Moore;  which  said  will  was  duly  executed,  proved,  and  approved.  -  .  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Callier's  caSe,  No.  56  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  95  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  acres,  one  rood,  and  eleven  poles,  as  assignee  and  legal  Representative 
of  Adam  Hollinger,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  inpursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  Washington 
county,  butted  on  said  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  Carny's  old  improvement,  on  the  west  by  vacant  land, 
and  on  the  south  by  the  claims  of  Francis  Stringer  and  Thomas  Malone;  beginning  on  a  hackberry  on  the  river 
bank,  and  runs  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  at  thirty-two  chains,  the  back  swamp  at  one  hundred  and  thirty 
chains,  crossing  Stringer's  mill  branch;  in  all,  one  hundred  arid  thirty  chains,  to  a  small  pine  corner;  thence,  south, 
forty-three  degrees  east,  at  thirty  chains,  crossing  a  small  branch;  in  all,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-four  links,  to  a 
pine  corner;  thence,  north,  forty-seven  degrees  east,  at  seventeen  chains,  crossing  the  mill  branch  at  eighty  chains, 
crossing  the  back  swamp;  in  all,  one  hundred  and  twenty-fhree  chains,  to  an  elm  corner  on  the  river  bank;  thence. 
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the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  tiie  an- 
nexed plot,  containing  seven  hundred  and  eighty-une  acres,  one  ruud,  and  eleven  poles: is  claimed  by  John  Callier, 
legal  lepresentative  of  Adam  Hollingej-,  under  and  by  virtue  of  11.  Spunihh  grant  bearing  date  the  9th  ilay  of  Febru- 
ary, 1788,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Fearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.     To  ail  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  tlie  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

.      ,  iOHN  CALLIER. 

[Plotom;tted.] 

Chain  carriers,  Noah  Pelcherand  Francis  .Stringer.    Surveyed  March  20,  1804,  by  Thomas  Malone. 
lu  suppot't  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  witS 

Mobile,  V(m«ar7/ 21, 1'T'SS. 
His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  colonel   of  the   royal  army.  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana,  &c. 

Wilford  Hoggatt,  inhabitant  in  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  says,  there 
are  found  on  this  river  Tombigbee  twenty  acres  of  vacant  land:  said  land  until  now  never  had  any  proprietor;  in 
attention  of  this,  begs  your  excellency's  generosity  in  granting  him  the  proprietary  of  said  land,  with  the  profounder, 
as  customary,  with  papers  of  titles  from  the  secretary  of  Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession; 
I'oi-  which  favor  he  wilj  be  forever  thankful. 

WILFORD  HOGGATT. 

■  Don  Vicent  t'olch,  captain  in  the  fixe.d  Louisiana  regiment,  conimandant  civil  and  military  of  the  abnvemen- 
tioned  place  and  district,  certifies  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  found  vacant,  as  by  information  taken  to 
that  etiect  of  several  inhabitants  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  sanie;  for  which  I  sign  these  presents,  at  the 
place  abovementioned,  the  day  and  date  above. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

■  New  Okleans,  February  9,  1788. 

The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Layeau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  that  part  of  land  of  twenty 
acres  front,  with  the  profounder,  as  customary,  of  forty,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  as  it  is 
vacant,  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regu- 
laily,  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  yiear:  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  alter 
which  period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the 
limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

This  is  a;  copy  of  the  original  existing  in  the  archives  under  my  charge. 

JOAQ.  OSORNO. 

Mobile,  March  16,  1804. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.         •  '       .  , 

•  THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty, the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  I,  page  289,  i>y  Edward  IjLOYd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  T^c^-wier. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  bill  of  sale  from  the  said  Adam  Hollinger,  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of  February,  1800, 
duly  executed,  assigning  and  conveying  to  the  said  John  Caliierall  his,  the  said  HoUinger's,  right,  title,  and  claim  to 
the  said  tract  of  land,  and  the  improvements  and  buildings  made  tliereon. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Denley's  case,  No.  57  oh  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  88  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim — Of  four  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey, .under  the  (irst  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  to  the  act  of  Congress  imssed  the  3do/  March,  1803, /o;-  recording 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

;  \     .  ,  March  16,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  -that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  tlie  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  Perkins's  line,  and  extending  thirty-one  chains  and  sixty-two  links  for  a  front;  thence, 
north,  twenty  degrees,  east  to  the  river,  and  then  return  back  to  the  beginning,  and  reverse  the  course  ninety-eight 
chains  fifty  links  to  a  sweet  gum,  in  high  water,  where  it  was  impassable;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural 
S.nd  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  four  hundred  acres:  is  claimed  by  James  Denley 
in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of 
Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded, as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot 
herewith  filed.  , 

JAMES  DENLEY. 
[Plot  omitted.  ] 

Surveyed  by  Robert  Ligon.    Chain  carriers,  James  Denley  and  George  Dickey. 

The  claimant  produced  a  Spanish  warrant  of  suryey  in  the  Joilowing  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

Mobile,  October  9,  1787. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General: 

James  Denley,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  says,  there  is 
found  on  Tombigbee  river  ten  acres  of  land,  formerly  the  proper(y  of  Mr.  Magillivrey,  by  the  name  ot  Sunflower, 
situate  on  the  east  side  by  land  of  Daniel  Johnson,  add  on  the  west  side  by  vacant  land,:  the  above  land  was  aban- 
doned in  the  year  '80.  and  until  this  present  has  not  been  claimed  by  the  proprietor  nor  any  otherpersoii  empowered 
for  him;  in  attention  of  which,  begs  your  excellency's  genei-osity,  in  granting  him  as  proprietor  ol  said  land  with  the 
profounder,  as  customary,  with  the  papers  of  titles  necessary  from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  which  may  corre- 
spond with-the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

JAMES  DENLEY. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  the  fixed  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile  and  its 
jurisdiction,  certifies,  the  land  the. petitioner  solicits  is  existing  vacant,  by  information  from  the  inhabitants  who  are 
well  knowing  the  said  land.  ,  ^., 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

Mobile,  October  9,  1787. 
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New  Orleans,  October  22,  1787. 
The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Tiiuleau,  shall  establibh  this  individual  on  that  part  of  ten 
acres  front  of  land,  with  the  profounder,  as  customary,  of  forty,  at  the  same  place  the  above  petitioner  solicits,  as  it  is 
vacant,  and  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  neighbor,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regu- 
larly in  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise  spfice  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  after  which 
period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits 
will  be  carried  on  in  the  tiact,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVANMIRO. 
This  is  a  copy  compared  with  the  original  existing  in  the  archives  of  this  place  under  my  charge. 

Mobile,  February  24,  1804.  JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.    [l.  s.] 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,/and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed.  i 

.    .  THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21, 1804.— Attest:  David  PaRmelee  2d,- C/erfc 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  .  • 

James  Denlev's  case.  No.  58  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  105  on  the  books  of  the  Hegister. 
Claim— Of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Solomon  Johnson,  by  virtue  of 
a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  exhibited  his  claim,  togetlier  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

Tothe  Comminsioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  pasted  IheM  day  of  March,  ISO'i,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  sOuth  q/"  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

-  March  21,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,- situated  in  the  county  of  Washington,  butting  and  bound- 
ing on  the  east  side  by  the  Sunflower  Creek  and  lands  surveyed  for  Hiram  Mounger,  and  on  the  south  side  by  Har- 
grave's  claim,  and  on  the  west  by  Morgan's  claim,  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are 
fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres:  is  claimed  by  James  Denley,  legal 
representative  of  Solomon  Johnson,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  bearing  date  the  10th  day  of 
June,  1795;  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JAMES  DENLEY. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  the  24th  of  February,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon. 

In  support  of  this  claim  a  Spanish  warrant  was  produced,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  (General:  St.  Stephen's,  May  11,  1795. 

Solomon  Johnson,  inhabitant  of  the  of  district  St.  Stephen's,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  repre- 
sents and  says,  that  he  has  been  established  these  four  years  on  a  tract  of  land,  in  distance  about  six  leagues  below 
fort  St.  Stephen's  on  .Mobile  side,  containing  seven  acres  front,  with  the  profounder,  as  customary,  limited  on  one 
side  by  James  Donnelly  and  on  the  north  side  by  John  Brewer;  and,  as  it  has  no  proprietor,  prays  your  excellency  to 
grant  him  the  said  land,  with  papers  of  titles  fiom  the  Secretary  of  the  Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the 
concession  in  form;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  for  ever  thankful. 

SOLOMON  JOHNSON. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General: 

By  information  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  post,  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  and  King's  commons; 
and  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  your  excellency  may  dispose  of  it  as  may  seem  best 

ANTONIO  PALAO. 
New  Orleans,  June  10,  1795. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  any  individual  named  by  him,  shall  establish  this  individual  on  that 
part  of  seven  acres  of  land  front,  with  the  profounder  back  as  customary,  of  forty,  at  the  same  place  the  above  peti- 
tioner solicits,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  rieighbor,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road 
and  clearing  regularly  in  peremptoiy  space  of  one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  set- 
tled, after  which  period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of 
settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 
Certifies  the  above  to  be  a  copy  of  the  original  existing  in  the  archives  under  my  charge. 
St.  Stephen's,  A'ep/mSer  21,  1795.  '  FERNANDO  LESORE. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.  ' 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQN.  DE  OSORNO.    [l.  s.] 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 

hereto  annexed.  '  „„ 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

On  the  back  of  the  said  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  is  an  endorsement  in  the  following'words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  20,  1804. 
I  hereby  assign  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest,  of  the  vpithin  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  to  James  Denley,  for 
value  received.  '  * 

Test:    EnwARj)  Lloyd  Wailes.  JOHN  BREWER. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  327,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for  

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Nicholas  Perkins's  case,  No.  59  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  92  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— Of  three  hundred  and  six  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Thomas  Wheat,  by  virtue  of  a 
Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act.  ,  •       . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 


1809.]  LAND   CLAIMS   IN  THE    MISSISSIPPI    TERRITORY.  591 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  to  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1 803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  wt'^t  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  thp  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  sassafras,  being  Ward's  corner,  running  south,  twenty  degrees  west,  one  hundretl 
and  fifteen  chains,  to  a  sweet  gum  corner;  thence  south,  twenty  degrees  east,  twenty-six  chains,  to  a  stake  corner; 
thence  nortl),  twenty  degrees  cast,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  river;  thence,  with  the 
river,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  bom  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the 
plot  annexed,  containing  three  hundred  and  six  acres:  is  claimed  by  Nicholas  Perkins,  legal  representative  of 
Thomas  Wheat,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Lami 
O-ifice  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer, 
as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

NICHOLAS  PERKINS, 
March  21,  1804.  Rqmsentutive  of  Thomas  fVhcat. 

[Plot  omitted.]  ■ 

The  claimant  produced  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  in  the- words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

His  Excellehcy  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel_of  the  royal  army.  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince of  the  Louisiana,  &c. 
Thomas  Wheat,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  juridiction,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  says,  there  are 
found  on  Tombigbee  river  eight  acres  of  land,  formerly  the  property  of  .Mr.  Magilleviey,  in  the  year  eighty,  situated 
on  the  east  of  land  of  Mr.  Daniel  Wards,  and  on  the  west  of  .Tohii  Johnson;  since  which,  said  land  has  not  been 
claimed  by  the  owner,  nor  any  other  person  empowered  by  him;  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  peti- 
tion, with  the  profounder,  as  customary,  with  papers  of  titles  necessary  from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  which 
may  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

,  THOMAS  WHEAT. 

Mobile,  Octofier  9,  1787. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  Captain  in  the  Louisiana  fixed  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile  and  its 
district,  certifies,  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  by  the  best  information  from  the  different  inhabitants 
of  this  place,  for  which  I  sign  these  presents  at  said  place,  day  and  date  above  mentioned. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 
New  Orleans,  October  2-2,  1787. 
The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  that  part  of  land  of  eight  acres  front, 
with  its  profounder  of  forty  acres,  as  customary,  at  the  sanle  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  as  it  is  vacant^ ' 
not  causing  any  prejudice  to  any  person,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regularly  in 
the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which 
period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits 
will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 
Certify  the  above  copy  was  compared  with  the  original  in  the  office  of  this  place.     Mobile,  December  16,  1787. 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSAYE. 
The  above  is  a  copy  ot  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQN.  DE  OSORNO.    [l.  s.] 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered,  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  266,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  produted  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Thomas  Wheat,  bearing  date  the  19lh  day  of  August,  1803, 
duly  executed,  assigning  and  conveying  to  the  said  Nicholas  Perkins,  his  heirs,  &c.,  all  the  said  AVheat's  right,  title, 
and  interest  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  the  improvements  made  thereon;  also,  a  letter  of  attorney,  of  the  same 
date,  from  said  Wheat,  authtjrizing  the  said  Perkins  to  prosecute  said  claim  before  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  for 
his  own  use  and  benefit. 

The  Board  ordered  (hat  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Nicholas  Pekkins's  case.  No.  60  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  93  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  two  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  uf  Daniel  Johnson,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish 
warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March.  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  ol 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  river,  and  runs  south,  Irwenty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
chains,  on  Wheat's  line,  to  his  stake  corner;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  east,  fifteen  chains  and  seventy-five  links, 
to  a  sweet  gum  corner;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  ofie  hundred  and  forty-one  chains,  to  Tombigbee;  thence, 
with  the  river  to  the  beginning;  containing  two  hundred  acres,  having  such  shape,  forms,  and  marks,  natural  and 
artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Nicholas  Perkins,  legal  representative  of  Daniel 
Johnson,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of 
the  plot  herewith  tiled. 

NICHOLAS  PERKINS, 
Legal  representative  of  DanielJohnson. 
March  21,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  by  William  Gilliam. 
A  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  His  Excellency  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military,  Governor  of  the  city  and  province 

of  Louisiana,  &c. 
Daniel  Johnson,  inhabitant  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  says  to  your  excellency, 
that  there  is  five  acres  of  land  on  the  river  of  Tombigbee,  formerly  belonging  to  .Mr.  McGillivray,  named  Sunflower, 
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situated  on  the  east  side  of  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  Thomas  Wheat,  and  on  the  west  side  of  James  Denley's 
tract  of  land:  tlie  which  land  was  abandoned  in  the  year  eighty,  and  since  has  not  been  reclaimed  by  the  proprietor. 
nor  by  his  agent:  in  consideration  whereof,  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  said  acres,  running  back  as 
usual,  ordering  that  the  necessary  titles  niay  be  delivered  through  the  Government's  Secretary's  Otlicc.  He  humbly 
petitions  vmi  may  grant  his  request,  in  uhich  he  will  receive  a  favor. 
'^  -^  DANIEL  JOHNSON. 

Mobile,  Uclober  9,  nsy. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  of  the  fixed  regiment  of  Louisiana,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the  pince  of 
Mobile  and  its  district,  certifies  that  the  land  petitioned  for  as  above,  is  found  vacant/according  to  information  taken 
from  inhabitants  vviio  could  have  knowledge  of  this  circumstance.'  .      •         • 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

Mobile,  October  9,  1787. 

New  Orleans,  October  2'-2,  1787. 

The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  will  settle  the  petitioner  on  the  live  acres  of  land 
for  which  he  petitioned,  running  back  as  usual  forty  acres,  in  the  place  mentioned  in  the  preceding  inemorial,  it  being 
vacant,  and  not  cSusing  any  injury,  witji  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  proper  clearing,  in  the  pre 
cise  space  of  otie  year;  this  concession  to  be  null,  if,  at  the  precise  expiration  of  three,  the  land  may  not  be  found 
settled;  under  which  position  the  survey  shall  be  made,  remitting  it  to  me',  to  provide  to  the  interested  titlesin  foini. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  March  17,  1804. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  faithful  and  true  translation  rendered  from  the  original  copy  in  the  Spanish 
language  that  remains  in  these  archives. 

^    "^  '  JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.s.] 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  intei1)reter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  aiid  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  'it\  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  272,  by  Edward  Lloyd  AVailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Daniel  Johnson,  bearing  date  17th  August,  1801,  duly  exe- 
cuted, assigning  ancl  conveying  to  Solomon  Johnson,  his  heirs,  &c.  all  the  said  Daniel's  right  and  title  to  said  tract 
of  land,  and  the  improvements  made  thereon;  also,  a  deed  of  conveyance  iioin  the  said  Solomon,  bearing  date  21st 
May,  1803,  duly  executed,  releasing  and  conveying  to  William  H.  Hargrave  all  the  said  Solomon's  right  and  title 
to  said;  premises;  also,  a  deed  of  conve,yance  from  the  said  Hargrave,  dated  the  1st  day  of  September,  1803,  duly 
executed,  releasing  and  conveying  to  the  said  Perkins  all  the  said  Hargrave'g  right  and  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land 
and  the  improvements  thereon  made. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  i'or  consideration. 

Cornelius  Rain's  case,  No.  61  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  100  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim— 0(  four  hundred  acres,  by  virtiie  of  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,/or  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  tlie  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  gum  on  said  river,  and  running  north,  eighty-five  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  ten 
chains,  to  a  water  oak;  thence  north,  five  degrees  east,  to  cotton  wood,  forty-six  chains  sixty-two  and  a  half  links,  to 
said  river;  thence,  down  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  four  hundred  acres,  and  hath  such 
forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  representeti  jn  the  plot  annexed;  is  claimed  by  Cornelius 
Rain,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east 
of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  the  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the 
plot  herewith  filed.  ^ 

CORNELIUS  RAIN. 

March  19,  1804.     '  , 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed,  March  20,  1804,  by  John  Dease.  Chain  carriers,  James  Powel  and  James  Dean. 
The  claimant  produced  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  7l/«2/ 11,  1796. 

Cornelius  Rain,  inhabitant  of  Tombigbee  river,  with  the  greatest  respect,  represents  and  lays  before  your  ex- 
cellency, that  there  is  a  tract  of  land,  distance  about  eighteen  leagues  and  two  miles  below  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  and 
about  lialf  a  league  from  where  he  is  now  a  residenter.  containing  ten  acres  front  with  its  corresponding  profounder, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  land  the  property  of  Moses  Moore,  and  on  the  south  by  a  creek  called  Lawrence's  creek: 
he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  with  papers  necessary  from  Seci-etary  of  the  GoVernment, 
which  may  correspond  with  the  cession:  for  which  favor  from  your  excellency  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

CORNELIUS  RAIN. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  May  11, 1795. 

By  the  best  information  from  the  difterent  inhabitants  of  this  post,  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is  va- 
cant and  within  the  King's  dominion.  King's  commons. 

ANTONIO  PALAO. 

New  Orleans,  ./M«e  10, 1795. 

The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province  shall  establish  that  part  of  ten  acres  of  land  front  on  the  river,  the  sanie 
that  the  above  petitioner  solicits  in  the  above  petition,  with  forty  acres  back, as  customary,  without  causing  prejudice 
to  any  neighbors,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly  in  the  peremptory  space  of 
one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alien- 
ated, this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the 
tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 
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The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant,  copied . 

.ri.     u  >         .     -.i-.u       ••     ■       .•     ffi      K  THOMAS  PRICE. 

The  above  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  305,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

•    -.^u    .,      J      ,      ^  .1   .  u  u        .        J  ,•  ■ ,      .  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  lor  consideration. 

John  F.  M'Grew  and  Clark  M'Grew's  case,  No.  62  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  59  on  the  books  of 
the  Register. 

Claim— 01  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  and  thirty-one  poles,  as  assignees  and  legal  representatives  of 
Julian  de  Castro,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March.  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  Washington 
coutity,  butted  on  said  river,  and  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  claim  of  Thomas  Malone,  on  the  west  by  vacant  land 
and  the  north  by  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Conner  M'Grew,  or  the  heirs  of  James  M'Grew;  beginning  on  a  small  sweet  gum 
on  the  river  bank,  and  runs  a  conditional  line  between  the  claimants  and  Thomas  Malone,  south,  twenty-four  de- 
grees west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  and  forty-nine  links,  to  a  corner  stake,  with  a  post  oak,  red  oak,  and 
two  pines,  pointers,  (having  crossed  two  branches,  one  at  thirty  chains  fifty  links,  the  other  at  thirty-two  chains 
eighty  links;)  thence,  porth,  sixty-six  degrees  west,  twenty-six  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  red  oak  corner;  thence,  north, 
twenty-four  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links,  to  a  cherry  corner  on  the  river  bank; 
thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in 
the  plot  annexed,  containing  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  and  thirty-one  poles:  is  claimed  by  John  F.  M'Grew 
legal  representative  of  Julian  de  Castro,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant,  tjearing  date  the  10th  day  of  June^ 
1795,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  ,river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  tiled. 

J.  F.  M'GREW  AND  CLARK  M'GREW, 
Legal  representatives  of  Jidian  de  Castro. 
[Plot  omitted.]    ' 

Surveyed  21st  March,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.   Chain  carriers,  Richard  Burney  and  George  Brewer. 

The  claimants  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  'St.  Stephen's,  May  1, 1795. 

Julian  de  Castro,  with  the  profoundest  respect,  represents  to  your  excellency,  and  says,  that  he  has  been  a  re- 
sidenter  for  these  eight  years  on  Tombigbee  river,  without  obtaining  any  concession  for  land;  and,  being  desirous 
of  remaining  a  residenter,  and  there  being  a  tract  of  land  of  ten  acres  on  the  upland,  the  same  that  runs  down  to  Mo- 
bile, bounded  on  the  north  side  by  James  M'Grew,  and  on  the  south  side  by  Tobias  Reams,  and  not  causing  preju- 
dice to  any  person,  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  with  the  corresponding  titles,  in  form;  for 
whichifavor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

JULIAN  DE  CASTRO. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  St.  Stephen's,  May  5,  1795. 

By  the  best  information  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  post,  that  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is  King's 
commons,  and  cannot  cause  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  your  excellency.may  dispose  as  it  may  seem  best. 

ANTONIO  PALAO. 

New  Orleans,  June  10,  1795. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  a  person  appointed  by  him  for  that  business,  shall  establish  that  part 
of  land  of  ten  acres  front,  with  the  profounder,  as  customary,  of  forty  back,  at  the  same  place  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  of 
one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated, 
this  grant  to  remain  null:  uncler  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  the  tract, 
and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 

Registered.    The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  Spanish  original. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  by  me, 

JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly  swear 
by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant  or  writ- 
ing hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21i,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

The  claimants  also  exhibited  a  writing,  which  is  attached  to  said  Spanish  warrant  of  ^survey,  in  the  following 
words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

1  transfer  the  within  grants  of  land  to  J.  F.  McGrew  and  Clark  McGrew,  it  being  for  value  received.  Witness 
my  hand  and  seal,  this  22d  of  July,  1802. 

JULIAN  DE  CASTRO. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  173,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Denley's  case.  No.  63  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  99  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim— Of  one  thousand  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Daniel  Ward,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish 
warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  ot  the  act. 
88       p 
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The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 

figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  irl  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  (if  March,\%()^,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  butting  and  bounding  as 
follows:  beginning  at  a  red  bud,  running  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  and  forty-nine  links,  to  an  oak 
corner;  north, 'seventy -nine  chains  and  fifty-five  links,  from  an  oak  corner  to  a  magnolia;  east,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  chains  and  forty-nine  links,  from  a  magnolia  to  a  cotton  wood:  and  from  thence,  to  the  beginning;  'having  such 
marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  thousand  acres:  is  claimed  by 
James  Denley,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant,  bearing  date  the  32d  day  of  October,  1787,  and  now  exhibit- 
ed unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To 
all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JAMES  DENLEY. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  bearers,  Hiram  Mounger,  George  Dickey.  Surveyed  by  Tliomas  Bilbo,  for  James  Denley,  15th  October, 
1801.  .  ... 

In  this  case,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  produced  in  support  of  this  claim,  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, viz:  .  '^  ' 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Mobile,  October  12,  1787. 

Daniel  Ward,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respects  to  your  excellency,  petitions  and  says, 
there  are  found  on  Tombigbee  river  fifty  acres-of  land,  formerly  of  James  Mackintosh,  deceased,  which  was  abandoned 
in  the  year  1781,  and  until  this  present  has  not  been  claimed  by  the  proprietor,  nor  any  other  person  empowered 
for  him;  situate  on  the  north  side  by  land  called  the  Sunflower;  in  attention  of  which,  he  expects  from  the  generosity 
of  your  excellency,  in  granting  him  the  proprietary  of  said  land,  with  the  profounder,  as  customary,  with  papers  of 
titles  from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  for- 
ever thankful. 

DANIEL  WARD. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  the  fixed  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile  and  its 
jurisdiction,  certifies  that  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is  found  vacant  by  information,  taken  to  the  above 
purpose,  from  several  inhabitants,  who  are  knowing  to  the  same. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  October  22, 1787. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province  shall  establish  this  individual  on  that  part  of  land  of  twenty-five  acres 
front,  in  the  place  of  fifty  he  solicits  in  the  above  petition,  with  its  profounder,  as  customary,  of  forty,  at  the  same 
place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  with  the  precise 
conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and,  if  at  the  precise  space 
of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  after  which  period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under 
which  supposition^  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the 
interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVANMIRO. 

MoBVLE,  February  M,  \&0i. 
This  is  compared  with  the  original  existing  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 
The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.  • 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly  swear 
by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grantor  writ- 
ing hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804 — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  300,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  bill  of  sale  from  John  Joyce,  as  executor  of  Daniel  Ward,  deceased,  bearing  date  the 
12th  of  August,  1795,  duly  executed,  relinquishing  and  conveying  to  the  said  James  Denley  all  his,  the  said  Joyce's, 
right,  title,  and  claim,  as  executor  aforesaid,  to  the  said  tract  of  land  now  claimed. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed.for  consideration. 

Lemuel  Henry,  attorney  for  Antonio  Espaho,  case  No.  C4  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  94  on  the  books 
of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  five  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  John  Turnbull,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish 
warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  inpursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  20,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  lower 
end  of  Nanna  Hubba,  (abluft'so  called,)  in  the  county  of  Washington;  beginning  at  a  stake  on  saidbluft',  nearCreigh- 
ton's  old  houses;  thence,  south,  fifty-nine  degrees  west,  seventy -four  chains,  to  a  large  chestnut  corner;  thence, 
south,  sixty-two  degrees  east,  fifty-one  chains  fifty  links,  to  Howel  Dupree's  line;  thence,  north,  forty  degrees  east, 
twenty  one  chains,  to  Dupree's  corner  pine;  thence,  south,  sixty-two  degrees  east,  fifty-nine  chains,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  north,  thirty-nine  degrees  east,  fifty-seven  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  river;  thence,  up  the  river,  as  plotted, 
to  the  beginning;  and  has  such  form  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  an- 
nexed, containing  five  hundred  acres,  is  claimed  by  Lemuel  Henry,  attorney  in  fact:  for  Antonio  Espaho,  legal 
representative  of  John  Turnbull,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he 
begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed,  this  20th  of  March,  1804. 

LEMUEL  HENRY, 
Attorney  in  fact  for  Antonio  Espaho. 
Surveyed  21st  March,  1804,  by  John  Milliken. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
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The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz: 
His  Excellency  Estevan-  Miro,  Governor  General  of  this  province,  &c.  &c.  Mobile,  June  6,  1787. 

John  Turnbuil,  inhabitant  in  the  district  of  Mobile,  declares  to  your  excellency,  (hat  there  are  situated  on 
the  Tombigbee  river  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  at  the  distance  of  sixteen  leagues  from  Mobile,  in  the  place  called 
La  Naniaba,  on  the  side  of  the  firm  land;  and,  for  the  greater  security  of  the  petitioner,  he  prays  your  excellency 
to  grant  him  the  proprietary,  and  that  you  may  give  to  the  Secretary  of  Government  orders  to  render  him  the 
necessary  titles  and  rights,  to  the  end -that  he  may  be  put  in  actual  possession;  and  which  favor  he  will  ever  bear  in 
mind. 

JOHN  TURNBULL. 

Don  Pedro  Favrot,  captain  of  the  Louisi.ina  regiment,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  Mobile  and  its  jurisdic- 
tion, certifies  that,  according  to  information  taken  from  four  of  the  most  respect;ible  inhabitants,  this  land,  that  tlie 
above  named  demands,  belongs  to  him,  per  verbal  testimony;  and  that  he  may  make  appear,  whenever  it  is  requi- 
site, I  here  deliver  him  these  presents,  in  Mobile,  the  7th  day  of  June,  1787. 

New  Orleans,  July  31,  1787. 

The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  will  establish  this  petitioner  on  the  five  hundred 
acres  in  the  place  above  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  memorial,  not  being  prejudicial;  on  which  supposition,  the  mea- 
surement will  be  extended  in  continuation,  and  remitted  to  me,  that  the  requisite  titles  may  be  forwarded  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  March  6,  1804. 
Don  Joaquin  de  Osorno,  captain  of  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  Mobile 
and  its  jurisdiction,  &c.,  certifies  that  the  above  writing  is  copy  of  the  original  that  exists  in  the  archives  at  his  charge. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
This  was  compared  exact  with  the  origiriai  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  (he  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  281,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Hegister. 

The  said  Henry  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Manuel  Cheney,  bearing  date  20th  of  January,  1801,  duly 
executed,  relinquishing  and  conveying  to  Don  Benjamin  Dubroca  all  the  said  Cheney's  right,  title,  and  claim  to 
said  tract  of  land;  also,  produced  a  bill  of  sale  from  the  said  Dubroca,  dated  the  20th  of  February,  1801,  duly  exe- 
cuted, conveying  to  the  said  Antonio  Espaho,  all  his,  the  said  Dubroca's,  right  and  title  to  said  land;  also,  produced 
a  certificate,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Don  Joaquin  de  Osorno,  captain  of  the  royal  troops,  'and  commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile  and  its  juris- 
diction, and  sub-delegate  to  the  royal  intendency,  &c.  This  certifieth  that,  in  the  Office  of  Records,  under  my  charge, 
is  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  of  John  Turnbuil,  lying  and  situate  on  Nantia  Hubba's  bluff,  Tombigbee  river,  containing 
five  hundred  acres;  also,  a  tract  of  land  lying  and  situate  opposite  Nanna  Hubba's  bluff  aforesaid,  containing  twenty 
acres  front  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  forty  acres  back,  field  or  swamp  land. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Mobile,  this  fifth  day  of  December,  1801.  ' 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 

There  was  also  produced  a  povyer  of  attorney  from  said  Espaho,  bearing  date  14th  of  May,  1803,  duly  executed, 
authorizing  the  said  Lemuel  Henry  to  transact  all  (he  said  Espaho's  business  respecting  the  two  tracts  of  land  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  certificate,  and  to  bring  suit  or  suits,  if  necessary,  to  recover  said  land,  &c. 

Francisco  Fontanilla's  case,  No.  C5  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  102  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim — Of  eight  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  near  Fort 
St.  Stephen's,  beginning  on  a  sycamore,  running  south,  thirty-two  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains 
forty-nine  links,  to  a  black-jack;  thence,  north,  fifty-eight  degrees  west,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-four  links, 
to  a  hickory;  thence,  north,  thirty-two  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links,  to  a 
an  oak  on  the  river;  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  eight  hundred  acres, 
having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  is  claimed  by  Francisco  Fontanilla, 
and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To 
all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  carriers,  Young  Gains  and  David  Gains.    Surveyed,  17th  March,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo. 
The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  St.  Stephen's,  May  4,  1795. 

Francisco  Fontanilla,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  represents  and  says,  that,  having  pur- 
chased from  Julian  de  Castro  the  possessions  he  had  on  a  tract  of  vacant  land,  near  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  Ibrmerly  the 
property  of  an  inhabitant  by  the  name  of  Smith,  the  same  is  deceased,  and  left  no  heir;  which  land  contains  twenty 
acres  front,  with  its  corresponding  profounder  of  forty  acres,  limited  on  the  north  by  land  the  property  of  Stewart, 
and  on  the  south  by  land  the  property  of  John  Chastang,  and  causing  no  prejudice  to  any  of  the  neighbors,  begs  your 
excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  with  papers  of  titles  necessary  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Government, 
which  mav  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful, 
wmcn  may  I,  p  FRANCISCO  FONTANILLA. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  St.  Stephen's,  May  5,  1795. 

By  information  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  post,  that  the  land  above  mentioned  is  King's  commons,  and  not 
causing  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  your  excellency  may  dispose  as  it  may  seem  best 
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New  Orleans,  June  10, 1795. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  some  individual  named  by  him  for  that  business,  shall  establish  that 
part  of  land  of  twenty  acres  front,  with  its  profounder  of  forty  acres,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  pre 
judice  to  any  neighbors,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the 
road  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the 
land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  thisgrant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the 
business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  i-emitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  wjth 
titles  in  form. 

^,     ■         .  THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

,^,      ^  THOMAS  PRICE. 

Ihe  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  xMajesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  314,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes.  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS, /?eg-is<er. 
The  Board  ordered  the  case  to  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Samuel  Mims's  case,  No-  66  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  74  on  the  books  of  the  Register- 

C/aim— Of  sixteen  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  John  Turnbull,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish 
warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appoinledin  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  20,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  on  Toller  creek, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  gum  on  the  river,  and  runs  south,  fifty-six  degrees  west,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  chains  fitty  links,  to  a  stake  in  a  prairie;  thence,  north,  thirty-four  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  chains  fifty  links  to  a  post  and  red  oak;  thence,  north,  fifty-six  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
chains  fifty  links  to  t\yo  red  oaks  on  the  bank  of  said  river;  thence,  down  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  begin- 
ning; and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  con- 
taining sixteen  hundred  acres:  is  claimed  by  Samuel  Mims,  legal  representative  of  John  Turnbull,  in  and  by  virtue 
of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  OBBce  established  east  of  Pearl 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith 
filed. 

SAMUEL  MIMS. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  29th  October,  1801,  by  Natt.  Christmas.     Sworn  chain  carriers,  John  Baker,  Evin  Boles.  ,  - 

In  this  case,  the  claimant  produced  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 
His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  royal  army.  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana,  &c. 

Mobile,  June  6, 1787. 
John  Turnbull,  neighbor  in  Mobile  jurisdiction,  by  the  great  respect  due  to  your  excellency,  represents  and 
says,  that  there  is  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  Tombigbee  river  of  forty  acres,  formerly  of  Mr.  Farmer's;  said  land 
■was  abandoned  by  the  widow  Farmer  in  the  year  eighty;  said  land  never  has  been  claimed  by  the  owner,  nor  any 
other  person:  limited  on  the  east  side  by  a  large  creek,  and  on  the  west  side  by  land  abandoned  by  the  widow  Far- 
mer; in  consequence  of  which,  as  the  petitioner  is  necessitated  for  a  tract  of  land  to  employ  his  negroes  in  raising 
tobacco  and  Indian  corn,  he  begs  your  generosity  to  grant  him  the  proprietary  of  said  land  with  the  profounder  as 
usual,  and  begs  your  excellency  to  give  orders  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  deliver  him  the  titles  of  concession. 

JOHN  TURNBULL. 
Don  Pedro  Favrot,  captain  of  the  fixed  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  the  place  of  Mo- 
bile, certified,  by  informations  taken  from  four  inhabitants  of  note,  who  are  knowing  the  land  above  petitioned  for, 
that  it  has  been  abandoned  by  said  Farmer;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  give  this  information  at  the  request  of  the 
petitioner. 

PEDRO  FAVROT. 
Mobile,  JMue  7,  1787. 

New  Orleans,  July  31,  1787. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  that  part  of  land  of  forty 
acres  front,  which  the  above  solicits,  by  its  profounder  of  forty  acres,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  pre- 
judice to  any  neighbors,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making 
the  road  and  clearing  regularly  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the 
land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition, 
the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  with 
titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 
Certified  that  the  above  is  a  copy  of  the  original  in  the  office  of  this  place. 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSAYE,  P.  Writer. 
Mobile,  September  3,  1787. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant.  THOMAS  PRICE. 

The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  oflice  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQN.  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804 Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  210,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

jbsEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  claimant  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Anthony  Espaho,  bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  March,  1801, 
duly  executed,  conveying  to  the  said  Samuel  Miras  all  the  said  Espaho's  right  and  title  to  the  tract  of  land  now 
claimed. 
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The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  asd  instant. 


Thursday.  March  22,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

James  Callier  and  Joseph  Campbell,  executors  of  Maria  Josephia  Narbonc,  case  No.  67  on  the  docket  of  thV 
Board,  and  No.  —  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

C/aim— Of  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  and  three-tenths  of  an  acre,  bv  virtue  of  a  sale  at  nublic  aur 
tion,  under  authority  of  the  French  Government,  in  the  year  1756,  of  lands  previously  owned  and  cultivated  and 
which  have  since  continued  to  be  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  virtue  of  the  title  derived  from  said  sal-  undeV  tln> 
respective  Governments  ol  England,  Spain,  and  the  United  States,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act  ' 
,  ..'^he  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  si"";' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3rf  day  of  March  1803  for  re 
ceiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river  and  east  of  Pearl  river.  ' 
Please  to  take  notice,  thai  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Mobile  river,  bounded  eastwardly  bv 
the  said  nyer,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  is  claimed  by  the  executors  of  the  estate  of  Maria  Joseplii-t 
Narbone,  wife  of  Anthony  Narbone,  deceased,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  legatees  of  said  estate!  under  and  bv 
virtue  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  Maria  Josephia  Narbone,  deceased,  claimed  under  the  first  section 
of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress;  to  all  which  the  said  executors  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the 

Elot  now  delivered,  (to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river)  which  plot  is  herewith 
led. 
FoKT  Stoddert,  March  22,  1804. 

JAMES  CALLIER,        ^  „ 
JOSEPH  CAMPBELL,  5  Executors. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  12th  March,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.    Chain  bearers,  Gabriel  Tissrah,  William  Weathers. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  the  following  written  documents  were  produced,  viz: 

[Contract  of  adjudication  of  the  plantation  in  partnership  of  the  late  Montclain  with  Flandrin,  No.  1.] 

To  Monsieur  Bobe  Desclauseaiix,  King's  Counsellor,  Commissary  of  the  Marine,  and  Judge  of  the  royal  juris- 
diction of  Mobile. 

Humbly  prays  Guilleaume  Marcellin,  substitute  procurator  for  the  vacant  estates  of  this  town,  acting  for  and  in 
the  name  of  the  succession  of  late  Barthelemy  Montclain  whilst  living,  merchant  of  this  town,  setting  forth  his 
desire  to  arrive  before  you  at  the  sale  of  the  estate,  moveables,  and  immoveables  of  the  said  succession  contained  in 
the  inventory  taken  after  his  decease,  as  well  as  the  plantation  of  the  said  succession,  in  partnership  with  the  named 
Louis  Flandrin,  inhabitant  of  this  town,  that  the  whole  should  be  judicially  sold  to  the  highest  and  last  bidder;  the 
purchasers  paying  the  costs  of  the  said  adjudication. 

The  petitioner  further  begs,  as  it  is  time  to  transmit  to  the  hands  of  the  procurator,  for  vacant  estates  at  New 
Orleans,  the  amount  of  the  said  succession,  that  a  dividend  thereof  may  be  made  to  the  creditors  of  the  same  by 
the  superior  council,  and  that  there  may  be  in  this  town  some  that  would  be  adjudicators  at  the  sale,  and  who  \YOHld 
purpose  to  retain  for  their  debts  the  amount  of  the  articles  that  might  be  adjudged  to  them,  which  cannot  be  done 
but  for  ready  money: 

May  it  please  you  to  order  that,  notwithstanding  there  may  be  among  the  adjudicators  at  the  said  sale  creditors 
of  that  succession;  that,  notvvithstanding  their  debts,  they  may  be  obliged  to  pay  into  my  hands,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term,  you  will  please  to  limit  the  amount  of  their  adjudication;  and  of  which  ordinance  a  mention  shall  be  made 
in  the  publications  and  advertisements,  that  they  may  not  plead  ignorance  thereof;  and  you  will  do  justice. 

MARCELLIN. 

At  Mobile,  July  22,  1756. 

ADVERTISEMENT  BY  THE  KING. 

.  Judicial  sale  of  Plantation. 

It  is  made  known  to  all  it  may  concern:  That,  on  the  petition  of  the  substitute  procurator  for  vacant  estates,  in 
Tirtue  of  our  ordinance  at  the  foot  of  the  said  petition,  that  it  shall  be  proceeded  to  the  sale  and  adjudication  of  a 
plantation,  situate  on  the  river  of  Mobile,  eleven  leagues  from  Mobile,  the  half  of  which  belongs  to  the  succession 
of  late  Barthelemy  Montclain,  on  account  of  his  partnership  with  the  named  Louis  Flandrin,  in  the  said  plantation, 
which  consists  as  follows: 

First,  the  place  formerly  called  the  plantation  of  Madame  le  Sueur,  whereon  is  built  a  new  house,  thirty  feet 
long,  on  twenty  wide  posts  in  the  ground,  covered  with  bark,  clayed  between  said  posts,  with  six  windows  and  two 
doors,  with  a  clayed  chimney  in  the  said  house,  and  a  piazza  on  one  side,  to  the  gable  end  whereof  is  an  appentis, 
with  a  chimney,  serving  as  a  kitchen;  beside  said  house  is  another  small  building,  with  posts  in  the  ground,  enclosed 
with  stakes,  serving  as  a  fowl-house.  To  the  right,  in  the  entrance  of  tlie  said  plantation,  is  a  great  building  sixty 
feet  long,  on  thirteen  wide,  closed  in  with  stakes,  posts  in  the  ground,  and  bark  covered,  serving  for  a  negro  house; 
to  the  left  is  a  barn  of  twenty-five  feet  long,  on  eighteen  wide  posts  in  the  ground,  and  enclosed  with  pallisadoes,  to 
the  gable  end  whereof  is  an  appentis,  with  .i  chimney;  all  which  buildings  are  enclosed  with  stakes  set  upright, 
which  form  a  yard  of  twenty-five  toises  square.  Aside  of  said  plantation,  on  the  river,  to  the  left  going  up,  is  a 
desert  of  fifteen  arpents  in  front  on  the  river,  on  two  in  depth;  on  the  other  side,  to  the  right,  is  anotlier  desert  of 
ten  arpents,  on  two  of  depth.  The  which  sale  of  plantation,  with  its  circumstances  andj dependencies  above  men- 
tioned, shall  be  made  by  public  sale,  for  three  Sundays  running,  at  the  door  ofthis  parish  church,  at  the  going  out  of  the 
mass,  to  be  definitively  adjudged  at  the  said  fifteenth  day  to  the  highest  and  last  bidder,  in  paying  the  costs  of  his 
adjudication;  the  purchaser  whereof  may  enter  in  possession.  But,  in  the  course  of  the  month  of  January  of  the 
next  year,  on  account  of  the  crop  and  lOther  effects  of  which  it  cannot  be  cleared  before  that  time,  the  purchaser 
is  likewise  to  observe  that,  in  case  he  should  be  a  creditor  of  the  said  succession,  he  will  be  obliged,  notwithstand- 
ing his  credit,  to  pay  the  price  of  the  said  plantation  into  the  hands  of  the  said  substitute. 

BOBE  DESCLOSEAUX. 
Marcellin,  Notary,  or  Register. 

At  Mobile,  Jidy  23,  1756. 

Adjudication  of  the  plantation  of  the  partnership  of  late  Montclain  with  the  named  Flandrin. 

In  the  year  1756,  Sunday,  the  24th  of  July  of  the  said  year,. at  the  request  of  Mr.  Guilleaume  Marcellin,  sub- 
stitute to  the  procurator  for  vacant  estates  in  this  town,  acting  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  succession  of  the  late  Bar- 
thelemy Montclain,  whilst  living,  merchant  of  this  town,  tending  to  his  grant  that  sale  should  be  made  before  us  in 
a  judicial  manner,  of  the  effects  of  the  said  deceased,  and  that  proclamations  should  be  made,  and  advertisements 
set  up,  to  arrive  at  the  sale  of  the  immoveables  thereof  in  the  usual  and  accustomed  house;  in  consequence  whereof, 
and  according  to  our  ordinance,  the  plantation  that  the  said  deceased  had  on  the  river  of  Mobile,  in  partnership  with 
the  named  Louis  Flandrin,  inhabitant  of  this  place,  the  half  of  jvhich  is  belonging  to  his  succession,  had  been  pub- 
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lished  and  advertised  to  be  entirely  sold,  with  its  buildings  and  its  deserts,  such  as  they  are  specified  by  the  publi-. 
cations  and  advertisements  set  up  by  the  adjudication,  to  the  highest  and  last  bidder,  subject  to  the  charges,  clauses, 
and  conditions  mentioned  in  the  advertisements.  ,     r,  „ 

Whereon,  we,  Jean  Baptiste  Claude  Bobe  Desclauseaux,  King  s  Counsellor,  Commissary  of  the  Marine,  and 
Judge  111"  the  royal  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  accompanied  with  Mr.  Francis  Cassar  Bernoudy,  deputy  King's  Attorney 
Gericral,  and  of"  our  Register,  at  the  door  of  this  parish  cliurch,  at  the  going  out  of  the  great  mass,  after  having  caused 
the  said  advertisement  to  be  publicly  read  and  proclaimed  aloud  by  Cerinque,  the  crier,  the  judiciary  sale  of  said 
plantation  v/arranted  against  all  trouble,  debts,  hypothecations,  and  other  hindrances  that  might  be  thereon,  adver- 
tising that  he  may  not  enter  in  possession  but  in  the  course  of  the  month  of  January  of  the  ensuing  year  1757,  on 
account  of  the  crop  and  other  effects  of  which  the  plantation  cannot  be  cleared  but  at  the  time;  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  people  being  assembled,  and  none  opposing,  we  have  proceeded,  in  presence  of  the  said  Flandrin,  to  the 
first  adjudication  as  follows:  :  .      ,       u  ^       i.     »t     m-        ^    .>.  r    •  i  .  , 

First,  after  many  publications,  the  said  plantation  has  been  set  up  by  Mr.  Oliver  to  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
livres;  and,  after  many  outcries  on  the  said  price  of  eiglit  hundred  livres,  and  that  none  bid  higher,  we  have  adjourned 
to  Sunday  next,  the  second  adjudication,  and  have  for  that  purpose  ordered  new  proclamations  and  fixings  as  where 
it  may  be  needful.    Done  the  day,  month,  and  year  as  above.  ^^^^^^^ 

■'  FLANDRIN, 

BOBE  DESCLOSEAUX, 
MARCELLIN,  JS/otary  or  Register. 

Marcellin,  Notary  or  Register. 

And  Sunday,  the  1st  of  August,  of  the  said  year,  after  the  proclamations  and  setting  up  of  advertisements,  we 
have  order  to  the  proceeding  to  the  second  adjudication  of  the  sale  of  the  said  plantation;  and  after  having  caused 
tie  novveau  the  reading  of  the  said  advertisement  to  be  made  aloud  by  the  said  crier,  the  judicial  sale  thereof  at  the 
door  of  this  parish  church,  at  the  going  out  of  the  great  mass,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  present,  and  the 
callin"  out  of  the  price  of  eight  hundred  livres  of  the  first  and  present  adjudication;  and  Monsieur  Aubert  has  ap- 
peared, who  bid  up  to  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  livres;  and  after  many  callings  out  of  the  bidding  of  nine  hundred 
livres  by  Mr.  Aubert,  and  that  none  offered  that  bid  higher,  we  have  referred  to  next  Sunday  to  proceed  to  the 
third  and  last  adjudication  of  the  said  plantation,  and  have  ordered  for  that  purpose  new  publications  and  setting  up 
of  advertisements,  where  may  be  needful.     Done  the  day,  month,  and  year  as  above. 

BOBE  DESCLOSEAUX, 
MARCELLIN,  Register. 
Marcellin,  Register.. 

And  Sunday,  the  8th  of  August,  of  the  said  year  1756,  after  the  proclamations  and  setting  up  of  advertisements, 
ordered  to  proceed  to  the  adjudication,  simple  and  definitive,  of  the  sale  of  said  plantation,  at  the  church  door  of 
this  parish,  at  the  going  out  of  high  mass,  where  we  again  ordered  new  proclamations  by  Cerinque,  the  crier;  and, 
a  sufficient  number  of  people  having  assembled,  we  proceeded  as  follows,  subject  to  the  charges,  clauses,  and  con- 
ditions mentioned  in  the  advertisement;  and  after  many  publications  of  the  price  of  nine  hundred  livres  of  Sunday 
last,  appeared  Mr.  Bobe,  who  bid  up  to  the  sum  of  one  thousand  livres. 
By  Mr.  Chastang,  to  that  of  twelve  hundred  livres; 
By  Mr.  Bonnille,  to  that  of  twelve  hundred  and  twenty  livres; 
By  Flandrin,  to  that  of  fifteen  hundred  livres; 
By  Mr.  Aubert,  to  that  of  seventeen  hundred  livres; 
By  Mr.  Chastang,  to  that  of  eighteen  hundred  livres; 
By  Flandrin,  to  that  of  two  thousand  livres; 
By  Mr.  Bobe,  to  that  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  livres; 
By  Mr.  Bonnille,  to  that  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  livres; 
By  Flandrin,  to  that  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  livres; 
By  Monsieur  Bonnille,  to. that  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  livres; 
By  Flandrin.  to  that  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  livres; 
And  as  none  offered  to  bid  higher  on  the  price  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  livres,  after  having  got 
the  said  highest  otfer,  and  that  the  said  Flandrin  required  of  us  to  adjudge  him  the  said  plantation,  purely  and  simply: 
"Whereon,  we,  King's  Counsellor  and  Judge  as  above  said,  have,  to  Flandrin,  as  highest  and  last  bidder,  adjudged, 
and  do  adjudge,  purely  and  simply,  the  said  plantation  above  mentioned  in  the  advertisement,  with  its  circumstances 
and  dependencies,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him,  his  heirs,  &c.  in  all  property,  in  consideration  of  the  sura  of  twelve  hun- 
dred and  sixty  livres,  which  he  shall  pay  to  the  succession  of  said  deceased  Barthelemy  Montclain,  for  the  half  of 
the  price  of  his  bidding,  on  account  of  the  partnership  with  him  therein,  at  the  end  of  the  present  year;  for  which 
purpose,  the  said  Flandrin  has  affected  and  hypothecated  all  his  goods,  and  has  signed.    Done  the  day,  month,  and 
yearas  above  signed.  FLANDRIN, 

BOBE  DESCLOSEAUX, 
MARCELLIN,  Register.  , 
Marcellin,  Register. 

For  copy  conformable  to  the  original  remaining  in  the  registry  of  the  jurisdictioh  of  Mobile,  compared  by  us. 

Notary  and  Register  of  the  said  jurisdiction,  at  Mobile,  28th  December,  175G.  .^ 

MARCELLIN,  Register. 

I,  the  subscribing  Notary  and  Register  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  and  deputy  procurator  for  vacant  estates  in 
said  place,  acknowledge  to  have  received  of  Louis  Flandrin,  inhabitant,  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  and  sixty  livres 
for  the  one  half  of  the  sale,  by  adjudication  of  the  plantation  of  the  partnership  of  the  late  Montclain  with  him,  and 
of  which,  in  my  said  capacity  as  procurator  for  vacant  estates,  I  acquit  and  discharge  him  of  the  sum  of  twelve  hun- 
dred and  sixty  livres,  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  profit  of  the  succession  of  thesaid  deceased,  in  the  account  which 

I  shall  render  of  the  said  succession.     Done  at  Mobile,  28th  December,  1756.  

M.\RCELLIN. 
A  just  translation  of  the  annexed  No.  1.  ^      •     ' 

i  E.  LAGARDERE,  F.  T.  ^-  J. 

.•'^'/  [Reoistered  No.  2.] 

"We,  Pierre  Annibai  Deville,  Knight  of  the  royal  and  military  order  of  St.  Louis,  ancient  King's  Lieutenant 
of  Mobile  do  certify  that  Mr.  Francois  and  Bernard  Bernoudy,  brothers,  and  Flandrin,  hold  and  possess,  since 
about  seven  years  and  a  half,  a  plantation  of  twenty  arpents^iii  front  on  the  usual  depth,  seated  on  the  river  of  Mo- 
bile eleven  leagues  above,  and  of  the  same  side  as  the  town'  at  the  bluff  formerly  called  the  plantation  ol  Mr.  Le- 
sueur,  as  well  as  a  desert;  also  of  twenty  arpents  front  on  the  usual  depths,  where  they  make  provisions  for  their 
negroes  of  the  other  side  of  the  river  facing  the  said  plantation;  the  which  plantations  and  deserts,  partly  proceeding 
from  the  succession  of  late  Montclain,  have  been  adjudged  the  8th  of  August,  1756,  to  the  said  Flandrin,  who  has  , 
ceded  the  one  half  of  both  to  the  said  Messrs.  Fr.aiicois  and  Bernard  Bernoudy.  , -n,      ,  ■ 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  delivered  to  the  said  Messrs.  Francois  and  Bernard  Bernoudy,  and  Handnn, 
*he  present  certificate,  to  serve  and  avail  to  confirm  their  titles  of  property  to  the  said  plantations  and  deserts, 
as  well  as  their  dependencies. 
At  Mobile,  i>e.  24,  1763.  j^^^jj^j^^^ 


1809.]  LAND    CLAIMS    IN    THE    MISSISSIPPI    TERRITORY. 


699 


We,  the  Director  (reneral  commanding. for  the  King  at  New  Orleans,  do  certify  that  the  plantation  ami  desert, 
and  their  dependencies,  mentioned  ot  the  other  side,  are  to  belong  in  full  property  to  the  said  Francois  and  Bernard 
Bernoudy,  and  Flandrin,  conformable  to  the  intentions  of  His  M.  C.  M.,  and  to  the  power  by  him  given  to  his  go- 
vernors and  ordonators,  to  permit  his  subjects  to  settle  in  this  department  of  Mobile,  where  they  thought  fit. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  signed  the  present  certificate,  an<l  caused  our  seal  at  arms  to  be  «et  thereto,  and 
countersigned  by  our  Secretary,  at  Mobile,  24th  December,  1763. 

„  T     jr.  DABBADIE. 

By  my  Lord  Uuvkrge. 

A  just  translation  of  the  annexed  No.  2. 

E.  LAGARDERE,  P.  T.  fy  J. 

No.  3. 

I,  the  underwritten  Francis  Bernoudy,  acknowledge  to  have  this  day  sold,  yielded,  quitted^  transferred,  and 
made  over,  from  henceforth  and  forever,  with  promise  to  warrant  from  all  trouble  and  hindrance  °enerally  what- 
soever, Mr.  Anthony  Narbon,  inhabitant  of  this  city,  the  half  of  a  plantation  to  me  belonging,  ami  that  I'had  in 
partnership  with  the  deceased  Mr.  Flandrin,  spouse  of  the  wife  of  said  Narbon;  the  said  plantation  situated  upon 
the  river  of  Mobile,  about  eleven  leagues  above,  upon  the  same  side  of  this  city. 

[torn*]  bluff  called  formerly  the  plantation  of  Mrs.  [torn*]  as  well  as  the  half  of  a  desert,  also  of  twenty  ar- 
pents  of  front,  with  the  accustomed  depth  this  sale  made  paying  the  price  and  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  money 
of  Spain,  that  the  said  Mr.  Narbon  has  paid  ine  in  his  obligation  one-half  payable  on  the  tenth  of  January  next, 
and  the  other  half  in  the  course  of  the  month  of  August  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  antl  sixty-five; 
for  which  payment,  the  said  plantation  shall  continue  made  over  and  mortgaged  even  until  the  perfect  payment 
thereof;  after  which  I  consent  that  the  said  Mr.  Narbon  enjoys  the  said  plantation  as  of  a  property  belon<'ing  to 
him,  having  delivered  to  him,  for  that  effect,  the  titles  concerning  the  said  plantation-  * 

Done  and  passed  at  the  seventh  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four,  in  presence  of  the 
witnesses  under  written;  thus  signs:  ■         . 

BERNOUDY, 

„.,,,,.        ,  D  u    .  r.  NARBON,  his  X  mark. 

trtlnesses,  Vidal,  Vincent,  Robert  rarmer. 

A  just  translation  of  the  annexed  No.  3. 

E.  LAGARDERE,  P.  T.  4:  J. 

Board  of  Commissioners,  March  22,  1804. 
Doctor  John  Chastang,  being  under  oath,  did  solemnly  swear  that  thi»  is  a  true  translation  from  the  papers  in 
the  French  language  hereto  attaclied.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  — ,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Bjaud  or  Commissioners,  \^'ASHINGT0N  County, 

Thursday,  March  22,  1804. 
James  Callier,  Esquiie,  one  of  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Maria  Jqsephia  Narbon,  having  ap- 
peared before  the  Board,  and  on  solemn  oath  declared  that  there  is  a  claim  now  depending  before  said  Board  by  said 
executors,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  legatees  of  said  deceased,  for  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  and  three-tenths 
of  an  acre,  on  the  west  side  of  Mobile  or  Tombigbee  river,  founded  upon  a  title  derived  under  the  French  Govern- 
ment of  Louisiana,  in  the  year  1756;  and  that  Simon  Andrey,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  is  deemed  to  be  an  im- 
portant witness  in  support  of  said  claim,  and  that  he  is  now  confined  by  severe  sickness,  and  in  such  a  state  oi'  health 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  have  him  before  said  Board,  to  give  his  testimony  in  the  premises: 

Whereupon,  it  is  ordered  by  the  Board  that  the  said  Simon  Andrey  be  duly  qualified  before  some  lawful  magistrate 
of  said  county,  to  give  true  and  correct  answersto  the  interrogatories  hereto  subjoined,  and  to  such  other  interrogato- 
ries as  shall  be  proposed  to  him;  and  that  his  answers  shall  be  certified  to  this  Board  by  the  magistrate  taking  the 
same,  in  due  form  of  law. 

Attest:  DAVID  PARMELEE  2(1.  Clerk 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Josiah  Skinner's  case:    Edward  Gatlan  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed: 

Question.  Have  you,  or  do  you  expect  any  interest  from  this  claim? 

Answer.  I  have  no  interest,  nor  do  I  expect  any  in  virtue  thereof. 

Josiah  Skinner  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  now  in  question  on  the  third  day  of  March.  1803,  and  before 
and  since  that  time;  and  that,  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  Josiah  Skinner  was  the  head  of  a  family. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  any  British,  Spanish,  or  donation  claim? 

Answer.  I  do  not  certainly  know  by  what  species  of  claim;  but  both  James  Callier  and  Thomas  Carson  have 
surveyed  a  part  of  this  land. 
>    Question.  Has  Skinner  removed  from  the  land  now  claimed,  and,  if  so,  about  what  time? 

Answer.  He  did  remove  from  the  same,  and  his  removal  took  place  after  the  1 1th  day  of  March,  1803;  fori  well 
recollect,  from  writings  and  other  circumstances,  that  he  was  living  on  this  land  on  (he  said  11th  day  of  March:  his 
removal,  therefore,  took  place  soon  after  this  day,  but  do  not  recollect  the  particular  day. 

Question.  To  what  place  did  Skinner  remove,  and  for  what  purpose? 

Answer.  He  removed  from  the  land  now  in  question  to  the  pine  woods,  for  the  benefit  of  range  for  his  own 
stock,  and  to  take  care  of  the  cattle  of  Adam  Hollinger:  but,  by  an  advertisement  which  I  saw  posted  on  the  side  of 
the  house  at  the  place  now  claimed,  signed  by  Josiah  Skinner,  he  forbade  any  person  entering  into  the  houses  or  pre- 
mises he  had  quitted,  for  that  he  meant  to  continue  his  claim  to  this  land. 

Question.  Did  Josiah  Skinner  cultivate  any  land  on  that  part  of  the  tract  now  claimed,  which  lies  next  adjoin- 
ing the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803? 

Answer.  He  did  not  cultivate  on  that  part  of  the  tract  now  claimed  on  the  3d  day  of  March.  1803,  but  had 
cleared  land,  and  made  preparations  to  cultivate. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Edward  Creighton's  case.  No.  68  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  91  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  thirty-two  acres  and  six-tenths,  as  assignee  aifd  legal  representative  of  Ben- 
jamin King,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursziance  of  the  act  passed  the  3d  qf  March.  1603,  for  receiving  and  adjusting 
claims  south  of  Tennesset,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  beginning  ona  water  oak,  and  running  south,  twenty -sefven 
degrees  west,  five  chains  seventy-two  links,  to  a  stake;  and  from  thence,  south,  eighty  degrees  west,  fifteen  chains, 
to  an  unknown  bush;  thence,  north,  seventeen  degrees  west,  five  chains,  to  a  pine;  and  from  thence,  north,  two 
degrees  west,  twelve  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  creek;  and  from  thence,  meandering  the  creek,  to  the  beginning:  this 

*  The  original  MS.  is  here  defective. 
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small  tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  Edwaid  Creighton,  in  virtue  of  Benjamin  King's  improvement,  and  erecting  thereon 
a  cotton  ginn,  as  described  in  the  plot  annexed,  about  the  year  1800,  transferred  by  the  said  Benjamin  King  to  this 
reporter,  who  claims  by  right  of  pre-emption;  John  Callier,  Esq.  being  a  witness  to  the  declaration  of  Joseph  Bates 
Senior,  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  as  plotted,  being  unclaimed  or  vacant  land,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  ail  w^ich  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

EDWARD  CREIGHTON, 
March  14,  1804.  Hepresentative  of  Benjamin  King. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  by  Robert  liigon. 

The  claimant  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Benjamin  King  bearing  date  the  Uth  day  of  March,  1803. 
duly  executed  and  duly  proven  before  James  Farr,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  relinquishing  and  conveying  to  the  said 
Edward  Creighton,  in  consideration  of  five  hundred  dollars,  all  his,  the  said  King's,  right,  title,  and  interest  to  the  said 
tract  of  land,  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  made  thereon. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  261,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Registtr. 

John  Hinds,  chain  carrier  for  the  preceding  survey,  was  sworn  before  John  Brewer,  Esquire,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Wilson  Carman,  and  Andrew  Barnard,  were  produced  as  vvitnesses.and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Carman  de- 
posed, in  answer  to  a  question  put  to  him  by  the  Board,  that  he  had  no  mterest  in,  nor  did  he  expect  any,  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  this  claim. 

That  Benjamin  King  inhabited  and  improved  upon  the  land  now  claimed  in  the  month  of  June,  1801;  but  how 
long  after  he  continued  to  inhabit  the  same,  he  did  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  was  inhabited  or  cultivated  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  either  by 
Benjamin  King  or  Edward  Creighton? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  either  of  them  did  inhabit  the  land  in  question  on  that  day. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  land  is  claimed  by  any  British,  Spanish,  or  donation  claim? 

.\nswer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is. 

The  said  Barnard  deposed: 

Question.  Have  you  or  do  you  expect  any  interest  in  and  by  virtue  of  this  claim? 

Answer.  I  have  not,  nor  do  I  expect  any  interest. 

That  Benjamin  King  built  upon  the  land  now  in  question,  two  years  and  a  half  before  he  conveyed  the  same  to 
Edward  Creighton,  and  part  of  the  said  time  cultivated  a  garden;  and  that  said  King  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803;  that  he  put  Creighton  in  possession  of  the  premises  in  the  month  of  April,  1803;  and 
that  Creighton  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since:  and  that  Benjamin  King  was,  on  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1803,  above  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Friday  the  23d  instant. 

Friday,  March  23,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Edwin  Lewis's  case,  No.  69  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  109  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  wfth  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  to  receive 
and  adjust  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Washington  County,  Mississippi  Territory,  March  16,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  butting 
and  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  above  Dr.  Chastang's  upper  corner,  and  below  Edwin  Lewis's  cotton  house,  above 
the  first  bayou  above  the  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  on  the  river  bank,  on  an  old  line  run  by  John  Baker  and  Peter  Malone; 
thence,  runs  the  course  of  said  line  along  the  same,  supposed  to  be  forty -two  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  a  corner 
stake;  thence,  north,  forty-eight  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north, 
forty-two  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twelve  chains,  to  a  corner  stake,  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  down  the 
•  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  first  station;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres;  is  claimed  by  Edwin  Lewis,  under  and  in  virtue  of  a  set- 
tlement or  occupancy,  he,  the  said  claimant,  having  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  tract  herein  specified,  agreeable  to 
the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  lands,  and  providing  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  and  the  same  does  not  appear  to  be 
claimed  by  any  of  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  act;  and  the  same  was  not  inhabited  nor  cultivated,  agreeable 
to  the  requisitions  of  said  act,  by  any  other  person,  &c. 

This  claimant  further  setteth  forth,  that  he  settled  the  same  by  consent  of  John  Baker,  in  December,  1802,  and 
he  does  not  set  forth  this  claim  to  injure  or  to  impede  said  John  Baker's  right;  but  in  case  the  same  proves  insuffi- 
cient, then  this  claimant  claims  the  first  right  to  purchase  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  which  there  are  no  legal 
and  superior  claims,  all  of  which  are  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  is  directed  by  said  act.  All  of  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  herewith 
filed,  &c.  &c. 

EDWIN  LEWIS. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  342,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Begister. 

Thomas  Price  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  did  depose: 

Question.  Have  you  any  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  tlie  establishment  of  this  claim? 

Answer.  I  have  none. 

Question.  Did  Edwin  Lewis,  the  present  claimant,  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  in  question  on  the  3d  of  March 
last? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  he  twenty -one  years  of  age  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Is  the  land  now  in  question  claimed  by  virtue  of  any  British  or  Spanish  title? 

Answer.  [  understand  that  it  is  claimed  by  the  heirs  uf  one  Stewart,  under  an  English  title,  but  have  no  particu- 
lar knowledge  of  the  fact. 

Question.  Who  inhabited  this  land  at  the  evacuation  of  Fort  St.  Stephen's? 

Answer.  On  part  of  the  tract,  there  'lived  a  man  by  the  name  of  John  Woods,  and  on  another  part  a  man  by  the 
name  of  John  Berry;  these  were  the  only  men  living  on  the  land  at  that  time  to  my  knowledge. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Richard  Barrow's  case,  No.  70  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  28  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— -A.  donation  of  six  hundred  ancJ  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim, '  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  .  .     ^  ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

•  March  7,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Mobile  river,  in  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton, beginning  at  a  gum  corner,  on  the  edge  of  Barrow's  swamp,  on  the  lake,  running  thence,  south,  seventy-seven 
degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  chains,  to  a  willow  corner,  standing  near  two  hickories  on  the  bank  of  Mo- 


corner;  thence,  north,  ten'degrees east,  three  chains,  to  a  stake  corner  on  Hel version's  line,  to  the  bank  of  the  river- 
thenCe,  north,  seventy-seven  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  chains  with  Helverston's  line,  to  a  pine  cor- 
ner; thence,  south,  ten  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  the' beginning,  containingsix  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claim- 
ed by  Richard  Barrow,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Ofifice  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith.  " 

RICHARD  BARROW. 
[Plot  omitted.]   . 

Chain  bearers,  Zachariah  Worsly  and  Edmund  Smith.    Surveyed  2d  March,  1804,  by  Natt.  Christmas. 
Entered  in  record  of,  claims,  volume  1,  page  78,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  .ffe^isto-. 
..  The  said  chain  bearers  were  sworn  before  James  Callier,  J.  P. 

\  Joseph  Bates  and  Thomas  Bates  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  did  depose: 
'  Question  to  said  witnesses.  Are  you  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim.' 
Answer.  We  are  not. 

Both  testified,  that  Richard  Barrow,  the  present  claimant,  did,  antecedent  to  the  year  1797,  during  that  year, 
andsubsequent  thereto,  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  now  by  him  claimed,  and  that  he  Was  at  that  time  an  aged  man, 
and  the  head  of  a  family.  - 

•Question  to  both  witnesses.  Is  this  land  claimed  by  any  British  or  Spanish  grant,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey? 
■   Answer.  Not  to  our  knowledge. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Rachel  Helverston,  in  behalf  of  .the  heirs  of  Godfrey  Helverston,  deceased,  case  No.  71  on  the  docket  of  the 
.    Board,  and  No.  27  on  the  books  of  the  Register.  • 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
,  and  figures,  to  wit: 

.  To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  7,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  Ae  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Alabama  river,  on  the  west  side, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  cypress,  and  running  thence,  north,  seventy-seven  degrees  west,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  ten  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  a  pine,  it  being  Richard  Bar- 
row's corner;  thence,  south,  seventy-seven  degrees  east,  (me  hundred  and  sixty  chains,  along  Richard  Barrow's  line, 
toa  stake  on  the  bank  of  Mobileriyer;  thence,  up  the  said  river,  north,  ten  degrees  east,  forty  chains,  to  the  begin- 
ning, containingsix  hundred  and  forty  acres,  having  such  shape,  forms,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as 
are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  which  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  Rachel  Helverston,  for  the  heirs  of 
Godfrey  Helverston,  deceased,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a 
copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Richard  Barrow,  for 

RACHEL  HELVERSTON, 
Acting  for  the  heirs  of  Godfrey  Helverston. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  bearers,  Edmund  Smith,  Zachariah  Worsly.     Surveyed  2d  March,  1804,  by  Natt.  Christmas. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  76,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  chain  bearers  were  sworn  before  James  Callier,  Esq.  J.  P. 

Richard  Barrow  and  Joseph  Bates  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed: 

Question.  Are  you  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim.'' 

Answer  by  each  witness.  I  am  not. 

Both  testified,  that  Godfrey  Helverston,  now  deceased,  commenced  his  improvements,  on  the  land  in  que,stion. 
in  the  year  1795,  by  building  a  house,  and  the  following  year  by  raising  of  crops;  and  that  he  continued  to  inhabit 
and  cultivate  the  same  from  that  time  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  was  in  June  last;  and  that,  during  said 
whole  period,  he  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age;  and  that  his  widow  and  orphan  children 
have  lived  on  and  cultivated  the  same  land  since  the  death  of  the  said  Godfrey, 

Question  to  both  witnesses.  Is  this  land  claimed  by  virtue  of  any  British  or  Spanish  grant,  order,  or  warrant  of 
survey? 

Answer.  Not  to  our  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  deceased  claimed  or  held  any  lands  in  this  territory,  by  virtue  of  any  En- 
glish or  Spanish  grant,  order,  or  warrant  of  survey? 

Answer  by  both.  He  did  not. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Peter  Malone's  case,  No.  '/2  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  47  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres,  two  roods,  and  eight  poles,  as  assignee  and  legal 
representative  of  John  Woods,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  nf  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving-  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Washington  County,  Mississippi  Territory,  February  21,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  followmg  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  southwest  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  butt- 
ing and  bounded  as  follows:  by  a  line  commencing  on  a  cedar  bush  on  the  river  bank,  about  five  chains  above  the 
Fort  St.  Stephen's;  thence,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  thirty-onfe  chains  seventy  links,  to  a  corner  pine;  thence, 
south,  sixty-four  degrees  west,  fifteen  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  red  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  twenty-two  degrees 
west,  twenty-five  chains,  to  a  red  bush;  thence,  north,  fifty-four  degrees  west,  eleven  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  small 
sassafras  corner;  thence,  north,  twenty-one  degrees  west,  twenty-six  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  hickory  corner;  thence, 
north,  fifty  degrees  east,  thirty-eight  chains,  to  a  maple  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river, 
to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  two 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres,  two'roods,  and  eight  poles;  is  claimed  by  Peter  Malone,  the  legal  representative 
of  John  Woods,  under  and  bv  virtue  of  the  second  sectioa  of  the  act,  he,  the  said  claimant,  Peter  Malone,  having  (as 
representative  of  said  Wood,)  no  other  chaim  to  land  in  the  territory;  and  that  the  same  was  cultivated  and  iniiab- 
ited  agreeable  to  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act,  &c.j"  and  likewise,  the  said  land  does  not  appear  to  be 
claimed  by  virtue  of  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  act,  &.C. 

■  PETER  MALONE. 

,  ;       ,  •  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  13th  February,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.     Chain  carriers,  Peter  Malone  and  Colonel  Josiah  Bullock. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol,  1,  page  120,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  writing  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

■  St.  Estevan,  March  25,  1800. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  I  have  delivered  my  house  and  rails  to  Mr.  Andres,  according  to'Mr.  Callier's  iettei'  to 
me.    Given  from  under  my  hand,  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

JOHN  WOODS.  . 

On  the  back  of  which  writing  is  an  endorsement  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz: 

I  endorse  this  instrument  of  writing  over  to  Peter  Malone.  this  Ufh  day  of  March,  1804. 

ANDRAIS  BARNAUD. 

Josiah  Bullock,  one  of  the  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  was  sworn,  as  such,  before  William  Pierce, 
Justice  of  Peace. 

Thomas  Price  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed: 

Question.  Are  you  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim.'' 

Answer.  I  am  not. 

He  then  testified,  that  he  did  not  know  the  land  represented  by  the  plot  before  the  Board,  but  knew  that  John 
Woods  did,  in  the  year  1798,  live  on  a  tract  of  land  called  Stewart's  Reserve;  that,  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  built 
his  house,  and  commenced  his  cultivation  in  the  year  following;  that  John  Woods  was  at  this  time  a  married  man; 
that  the  place  where  Woods  lived  he  always  understood  to  be  the  property  of  one  Stewart,  who  claimed  the  same 
by  virtue  of  a  British  grant;  and  that  he  always  understood  that  the  Spanish  Government  refusefl  to  grant  this  land 
,    on  the  same  account. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Trouillet,  Executor  of  Peter  Trouillet,  case  No.  73  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  1 03  on  the  books 
of  the  Register.  ,    ,  •    ' 

Claim — Of  eight  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant,  under  the;  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  ih  the  words  and  .figures 
following,  to  wit:  '  ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river  and  east  qj  the  P,earl  river. 

«  ,        •    '  Fort  Stoddekt. 

.  Please  to  take  notice,  that  the-  follov^ing-  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Totnbigbee  river,  beginning  on  a  maple, 
Thomas  Bassett's  corner,  6n  the  river  aforesaid,  and  runs  with  his  line,  north,  sixty-seven  degiees  west,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  chains  forty-nine  links,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  south,  twenty-three  degrees  west,  sixty- 
three  chains  twenty -five  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  sixty-seven  degrees  east,  one  hundfed  and  twenty-three 
chains  forty-nine  links,  to  a  stake  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning:  is  claimed 
by  John  Trouillet,  executor  to  the  estate  of  Peter  Trouillet,  deceased,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  the  said 
Peter  Trouillet,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant,  or  order  of  survey,  granted  to  the  before  named  Peter 
Trouillet,  as  may  appear  by  the  original  grant  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established 
east  of  Pearl  river.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOSEPH  CAMPBELL. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  by  J.  Malone. 
The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit:- 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Mobile,  January  16,  1788. 

Peter  Trouillet,  native  and  inhabitant  of  Mobile,  with  great  respect  to  your  excellency,  represents  and  says, 
that,  with  intention  to  cultivate  tobacco,  and  being  informed  that  it  was  good  land  for  that  eflect,  begs  your  excel- 
lency to  grant  him  a  concession  of  twenty  acres  of  land  on  said  river,  limited  on  the  ftorth  by  land  the  property  of 
Madam  Bassett,  and  on  the  south  by  land  that'is  vacant;  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  land  above  men- 
tioned; for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

PETER  TROUILLET. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  the  Louisiana  regiment  ofjixo,  commandant  of  civil  and  military  of  the  said 
place  and  district,  certifieth,  that  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  by  information  from  the  inhabitants 
who  have  knowledge  of  the  same.  In  justification  of  which,  I  sign  these  presents  at  the  said  place  and  date  as  above 
mentioned. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

New  OftLKATis,  February  9,1798. 

The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  shall  establish  the  above  petitioner  on  that  part  of 
land  of  twenty  acres  fron^  with  its  profounder  back  as  customary,  of  forty  acres,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the 
above  petition;  as  it  is  vacant,  it  cannot  cause  prejudice  to  any  person;  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the 
road  and  clearing  regularly  in  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is 
not  settled,  during  which  period  it.  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  vvhich  supposition,  the  busi- 
ness of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles 
in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIROi 
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.,  , D™  Joaquin  Osorno,  captain  in  Ihe  Louisiana  regiment  of  infantry,  and  commandant  of  civil  and  military  of 
Mobile  and  its  jurisdiction,  &c.,  certifieth,  that  the  above  is  a  copy  taken  from  the  original,  in  this  office  undei'mv 
charge.    Given  from  under  my  hand,  in  Mobile,  the  18th  of  October,  1803. 

™      ,        .  f  „     c.        ,  •  JO.A.QN.  DE  OSORNO. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  tiie  Spanish  grant. 

„;     ,  ,       ,    L  •     ,  •     L      .r  THOS.  PRICE. 

Ihe  above  was  compared  with  the  original  exact  in  this. office. 

JOAQN.  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  tlie  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOS    PRIPF 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  23d,  1804.— Attest:    David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  317,  by  Edvfard  Lloyd  Wailes  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?e^ts/cr. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  24th  instant. 

Saturday,  .WarcA  24,  ISOd. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraira  Kiiby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

John  Baker's  case,  No.  74  on  the  docket  of  the  Boai-d,  and  No  107  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres,  three  roods,  and  twelve  poles,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant 
of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act.  . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  " 

To  the,  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or  receiv- 
ing  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  oj  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  stake  near  about  the  middle  of  a  field  on  the  river  below  my  house;  thence,  south 
twenty-nine  degrees  west,  ninety-one  chains;  thence,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty -six 
chains  forty-niae  links;  thence,  north,  twenty-nine  degrees  east,  seventy-three  chains  seventy-five  links,  to  the 
river;  thence,  with  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres,  three  roods,  and  twelve  poles; 
and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed 
by  John  Baker,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of  January,  1787,  and  is 
now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east.of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said 
act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  hei'ewith  filed. 

JOHN  BAKER. 
March  24,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  claimant  produced  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 

His  Excellency  Don  Pedro  Fa^rot,  Commandant  of  this  place: 

John  Baker,  with  the  greatest  respect  due  to  your  excellency,  has  the  honor  to  represent  his  intention  to  quit  the 
navigation,  and  endeavor  to  cultivate  the  land  by  two  negroes;  he  expects  tq  buy  at  the  return  of  the  schooner;  in 
consequence  of  which,  I  beg  your  honor  to  grant  me  permission  to  establish  one  tract  of  land,  containing  forty  acres 
front,  and  forty  deep,  as  customary,  formerly  the  property  of  Charles  Walker,  deceased,  in  the  city  of  this  place, 
situated  on  Tombigbee,  and  desire  the  petitioner  to  live  peaceably  and  subject  to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  by  the 
conditions,  to  be  a  good  settler  and  real  Spaniard:  the  land  above  mentioned  has  no  proprietor,  and  is  riglit  good  to 
cultivate  tobacco:  1  beg  your  excellency  to  grant  the  above  land:  for  which  fiivor  from  your  excellency  he  will  be 
forever  thankful. 

JOHN  BAKER. 

Mobile,  January  9,  1787. 
It  is  granted  to  the  above  petitioner,  and  laid  oft"  agreeably  to  the  Governor's  royal  orders;  and  the  petitioner 
to  give  his  oath  to  be  true  to  the  King  and  country,  according  to  the  orders  from  the  General  Government. 

FAVROT. 

•       '  Mobile,  November  12,  1803. 

Don  Joaquin  de  Osorno,  captain  of  the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana,  commandant  civil  and  military  o< 
Mobile  and  its  jurisdiction,  certifieth,  existing  in  one  bundle  of  concessions  of  land,  in  this  office,  is  found  the  origi- 
"hal  in  French  writing,  'which  I  translate  by  the  petitioner's  demand,  which  t  sign. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  by  the  original  existing  in  this  office'uiider  ray  charge. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  the  Holy  Cross,  that,  having  examined  the  foregoing  translation  of  the  Spanish 
grant  or  writing  thereto  annexed,  I  find  no  material  or  essential  errors  contained  in  the  same;  but  that  all  the  sub- 
stantial parts  ot  said  writing,  viz:  the  dates,  names  of  persons,  the  description  of  the  lands,  and  number  of  acres 
&c.,  are  truly  and  correctly  translated. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  24,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  335,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Doctor  John  Chastang  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  questioned  by  the  Board,  testified, 
that  he  was  not  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that,  in  the  year  1790,  he  removed 
on  to  his  lands  near  to  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  and  at  that  time  found  John  Baker,  the  present  claimant,  settled  on  his 
plantation  near  the  same  place,  where  he  continued  to  live  and  cultivate  until  the  year  1796,  when  he,  Chastang,  re- 
moved from  that  neighborhood;  that  he  understood  that  Baker  had  been  at  the  same  place  some  years  previous  to 
this  time, and  that  he  believed  he  continued  there  still,  and  was,  as  the  deponent  fully  believed,  more  than  twenty- 
6ne  years  of  age  in  the  year  1787. 

Rolley  Green  and  Joseph  Westmoreland,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  sworn  before  Ransom 
Harwell.  Esq.  Justice  of  Peace. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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John  Baker's  case,  No.  75  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  108  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim— 0(  {o\ir  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  ■  *  . 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  thit  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  sideof  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  AVashington,  beginning  at  a  stake  about  the  middle  of  my  bottom  field,  on  the  river  below  my  dwelling  house; 
running  thence,  south,  twenty-nine  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  chains  twenty -five  links,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  north,  sixty-one  degrees  west,  thirty -one  cliains  sixty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  t\yenty-nine  degrees 
east,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains,  to  the  river;  thence,  with  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  four  hundred 
acres,  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  'plot  annexed:  is 
claimed  by  John  Baker,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant,  bearing  date  2d  day  of  July,  1787,  and  is  now  exhibited 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  Tie  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which 
he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  .filed.  . 

JOHN  BAKER. 
March  34,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.]  * 

The  claimant  produced  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz: 
His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  royal  army.  Governor  General  of  this  city  and  province  of 

Louisiana  &c.  &c. 

•  .  Mobile,  June  21,  1787. 

John  Baker,  inhabitant  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  with  the  great  respect  due  to  your  excellency,  represents 
and  says,  as  having  a  small  stock  of  cattle,  and  no  pasture  for  them,  he  begs  your  excellency's  goodness  to  grant 
him  ten  acres  of  land,  situate  on  Tombigbee  river,  limited  to  the  north  side  land,  property  of  John  Joyce,  and  on  the 
south  by  land  the  King's  commons;  the  above  land  was  evacuated  by  Charles  Walker,  seven  years  past,  and 
never  been  claimed  by  the  proprietor  nor  any  other  person  empovfered  by  him:  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant 
hira  the  above  petition,  with  the  papers  necessary  from  the  Secretaiy  of  Government,  which  may  -correspond  with 
the  conce^ion:  for  which  favor  from  your  excellency  he  will  be  ever  thankful. 

■  JOHN  BAKER. 

Mobile,  June  22,  17^7. 
'  Don  Vicente  Folch,  captaili  ofthfe  Louisiana  regiment,  Commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile  and  its  district, 
certifieth,  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  by  information  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district.  . 

VICENTE  FOLCH. 

New  Orleahs,  Jtdy  2,  1787. 
The  Commandant  of  Mobile  shall  establish  this  individual  on  that  part  of  the  ten  acres  of  land  front,  by  the 
profounder  of  forty  back  as  customary,  at  the  same  place  he  solicits  in  the  above 'petition,  as  it  appearsvacant,  and 
not  causing  any  prejudice  to  the  neighbors,  by  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly  in  the 
peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  after  which  period  it 
cannot  be  established,  and  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will 
be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

*  ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

■  Mobile,  3d  September,  1787. 

Certifieth  that  the  above  is  a  copy  from  the  original  existing  in  archives  of  this  place. 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSAYE. 
Tiie  above  is  compared  exact  by  the  original  existing  in  this  office  under  my  charge. 

JOAQN.  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  the  Holy  Cross,  that,  having  examined  the  foregoing  translation  of  the  Spanish 
"rant  or  writing  hereto  annexed,  I  find  no  material  or  essential  enrors  contained  in  the  same;  but  that  all  the  sub- 
stantial parts  of  said  writing,  viz:  the  dates,  names  of  persons,  the  description  of  lands,  nuniber  of  acres,  &c..are 
truly  and  correctly  translated.  THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  24,  1804.     Attest,  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,'volunie  I.  page  338,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wajles,  for        .    ■       .  • 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  iJe^^wto-. 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  John  Chastang.  recorded  in  the  preceding  case,  was  given  and  applied  in  support  of  this 
claim  also.  '  .,.,,. 

The  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  thia  case  were  the  same  persons,  and  sworn,  as  mentionetl  m  the  preceding 
case.  ;  .  ..       . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  lor  consideration. 

John  Dease's  case.  No.  76  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  29  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  fifty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act'. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  togetliei-  witb  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit,: 

To  the  Com^nissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  fdr  receiv- 
ing  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  9,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situateil  on  the  waters  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  pine,  and  running  thence,  north,  twenty-two  chains  thirty-five  links,  to  a  corner  pine; 
thence,  west,  twenty-two  chains  thirty-five  links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  soutii,  twenty-tvvo  chains  thirty-five  links,  to 
a  pine:  thence,  east,  twenty-two  chains  thirty-five  links,  to  the  beginning;  containing  fifty  acres,  haying  such 
shape,  forms,  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  a?  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  which  said  land  is 
claimed  by  John  Dease,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption;  and  is  now  exhibited 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act;  To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed.  t,^tttvt  t^^  .  „^ 

JOHN  DEASE.    < 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Chain  bearers,  James  Powell,  John  HTinson.    Surveyed,  23d  day  of  February,  1804,  by  Natt.  Christmas. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1.  page  80,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for  ,  ,„„ne    n     • 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Etgister. 


1809.]  LAND  CLAIMS   IN   TH  E   M  ISSISS  I  PPI  TERRITORY. 


705 


Daniel  Johnson  and  James  Powel,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  sworn  before  Ransom  Harwo!!, 
Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace.  • 

James  Powel  and  Daniel  Jolinson  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and  were  duly  sworn,  and,  bein"  interrogated  bv 
the  Board,  both  testified,  that  they  were  not  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  establishmen't  of  thiif  claiin; 
that,  some  time  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1802,  John  Dease.  the  present  claimant,  entered  upon  tiie  land  now  claimed,' 
and  commenced  the  building  of  a  mill;  that  he  had,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  continued  the  prosecution  of  sai(i 
M'ork;  that  he  hud  built  a  house  upon  said  land,  for  the  accommodation  of  himself  and  woikmen,  and  the  last  verfr 
cultivated  a  sniall  garden;  that  he  waS' twenty-one  years  of  age  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803.  '  .' 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  lor  consideration. 

Ransom  Harwell's  case.  No.  77  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  87  on  the  books  of  the  Regislei'. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres,  one  rood,  and  twenty-seven  poles,  under 
the  third  section  of  the  act.  ... 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  qf  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
anil  figures,  to  wit:  '  ° 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed- in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  poulh  of  the  Tennessee  anil  east  ofl'eurl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Tawler  creek,  Washington  county,  bounded' 
on  the  southwest  by  the  claim  of  Elisha  Simmons,  on  the  southeast  by  the  claim  of  James  Huckeby,. and  on  the 
northeast  by  the  claim  of  William  Murrel,  .Senior,  beginning  a,t  a  willow  oak,  and  I'uns  north,  thirteen  decrees 
west,  thirty ^one  chains  sixty-two  links,  to  a  bay  corner,  near  the  creek  Tawler:  thence,  south,  seventy-five  decrees 
west,  at  ten  chains  fifteen  links,  crossing  bis  spring  branch,  in  all  twenty-six  chains  fifteen  links,  to  a  cherry  corner, 
on  Simmons's  line;  thence,  with  his  line,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  at  twelve  chains  fifty  linkr?,  crossin"  the 
creek;  at  thirteen  chains  fifty  links,  crossing  again;  at  seventeen  chains  thirty  linTvs,  again:  at  twenty -four-  chains 
eighty-three  links,  crossing'again;  in  all,  forty-three  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  willow  oak  corner-;  thence,  with  Sim- 
mons's or  Huckeby's  southeast  line,  south,  forty-five  degrees  east,  forty-two  chains  fifty  links,  to  achinquepine  cor- 
ner;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  twenty-three  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  large  chestnut  corner;  thence,  north, 
three  degrees  east,  thiee  chains  thirty -eight  links,  to  a  hickory  corner;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  ihirteet' 
chains,  to  a  hickory  corner;  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  fourteen  chains,  to  the  beginning;  having  such 
.rnaiks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  ai-e  i-epresented  in  die  plot  annexed;  containing  one  hundred  Jihd  ninety-sevenlict-es. 
one  rood,  and  twenty-seven  poles:  is  claimed  by  Ransom  Harwell,  of  Washington  countj',  under  and  by  vir-tue  of 
the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of 
Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the 
plpt  herewith  filed- 

[Plot  omitted;] 

Chain  carriers.  William  Murrel,  Senior,  and  William  Murrel,  Junior.  Surveyed,  7th  day  of  March,  1804,  by 
J,  Malone.  - 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  253,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  chain  carrieis  for  the  survey,  in  this  case,  were  sworn  belpre  John  M'Grew,  Esq.  Justice  of  thl*  Peaco. 

John  Baker  and  Edwin  Lewis  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and  duly  sworn;  and,  being  interrogated  by  the  Board, 
they  both  testified,  that  they  were  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim:  that 
Ransom  Har-well,  the  present  claimant,  antecedent  to,  and  on  the' 3d  of  March,  1803,  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
land  now  by  him  claimed;  that  he  had  a  number  of  buildings,  such  as  a  dwelling  house  and  necessary  out-iliouses 
erected  thereon,  at  the  time  above  mentioned;  that  he  has  since  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same;  and  that, 
on  said  3d  day  of  March,  he  was  inoi-e  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordei-ed  that  the  case  be  postponed  t()r  consideration. 

WiLLi/lM  Murrell's  case.  No.  78  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  90  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right, of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  one  rood,  and  twenty-one  poles,  itnde 
the. third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  latid  claimed,  in  the  following  wor-iU 
and  figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  inpursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  land,'<  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Tawler  creek,  bounded  on  the 
<outhwest  by  the  claim  of  Ransom  Harwell,  aiid  on  the  northeast  by  vacant  land,  beginning  on  a  chinquepine,  and 
runs  south,  forty-eight  degrees  west,  thii-teen  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  post  oak;  thence,  south,  ten  degrees  east,  sixteen 
chains  fifty,  links,  to  a  red  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  sixty-five  degrees  east,  thirty-five  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  hickory 
corner;  thence,  north,  twenty-one  degrees  east,  thirty-three  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  lightwood  stake  corner,  with  a 
<  hickory,  dogwood,  white  oak.  and  chestnut  pointers;  thence,  north,  thirteen  degrees  west,  fifteen  chains,  to  Ransom 
llarwell's  beginning  corner-,  water  oak;  thence,  their  dividing  lines,  south,  seventy  degi-ees  west,  fifteen  chains,  to 
a  hickory  corner;  thence,  south,  sixty  degi-ees  weSt,  thirteen  chains,  to  a  hickory  corner;  thence,  south,  thr-ee  de- 
gi-ees  west,  thi-eechaiiis  .thirty- eight  links,  to  a  lar-ge  chestnut  corner;  thence,  south,  twenty  degrees  west,  tweti 
ty-tllree  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natuialand  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  one  rood,  and  twenty-one  poles:  is  clainwd  by  William 
Murrell,  senior,  under;  and  by  virtue  of  the  thii'd  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Registcr- 
of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recor-ded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  lui  begn 
If-ave  to  refer-,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  hei-ewith  filed. 

•  WILLIAM  MURRKLL. 

Witness,  Edwin  Lewis. 

[Plot  omitted.]      -   ' 

Surveyed  7th  March,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.    Chain  carrier-s  William  Murrell,  Jun.  and  Ransom  Harwell. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  260,  by  Edward  Llovd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  chain  earners  above  named  were  sworn  before  James  Callier,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
-  John  Baker  and  Ransom  Harwell  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  iriter-r-ogated  by  the 
Board,  they  both  testified,  that  they  were  nut  directly  or  indii-ectly  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim; 
that  William  Murrell,  the  present  claimant,  settled  on  the  land  by  him  now  claimed,  previous  to  the  3d  of  March, 
1803;  that  on  that  day,  and  ever  since,  he  has  there  lived  and  cultivated  lar-gejy;  and  that, on  the  3d  of  Mai'ch,  1803, 
he  was  advanced  in  life  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  corrsideiation. 

John  Johnson's  case,  commenced  in  page  678. 

James  Powel  and  Daniel  Johnson  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  botli  testified  that  they  had  no  interest  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that,  in  the  year  1794.  John 
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Johnson,  the  piesent  claimant,  lived  on  and  cultivated  the  land  by  him  now  claimed;  that  he  had  continued  to  lite 
on  and  cultivate  the  same  until  the  piesent  time?  and  that  he  was  at  that  time  of  (nil  age  and  the  head  of  a  family. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  • 

John  Hinson,  administrator  of  Owen  Sullivan;  case  commenced  in  page  677. 

Daniel  Johnson  and  James  Powel  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  both  testified  that  they  had  no  interest  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that,  in  the  year  1793,  Owen 
Sulli\at!,  lately  deceased,  did  cultivate  the  lands  now  claimed  by  his  administrator;  that  he  continued  to  cultivate  the 
same  annually  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  about  one  year  ago;  that  the  same  lands  have  since  been 
cultivated  by  the  administrator  of  the  deceased;  that.said  Sullivan's  Jilace  of  dwelling  was  near  said  lands,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  lake,  the  said  lands  being  low  ground  and  not  suitable  for  the  erection  of  dwelling  houses;  that  the 
said  Sullivan  had  a  cabin  on  said  land  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  his  workmen  from  the  weather;  and  that  the  said 
Sullivan  was^  in  the  year  1795,  a  man  in  years  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Daniel  Johnson's  case,  commenced  in  page  678. 

James  Powel  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed,  that 
he  had  no  interest  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that,  in  tJie  spring  of  the  year  1795,  Daniel  Johnson,  the  present 
claimant,  began  to  cultivate  the  land  now  by  him  claimed,  and  raised  a  crop  the  ensuing  season;  that  he  hath  con- 
tinued to  cultivate  the  same  land  ever  since;  but,  being  an  unmarried  man,  he  lived  in  the  family  of  his  father, 
near  by.  ,  . 

Question.  Did  this  claimant-cultivate  this  land  for  his  own  use  solely,  or  fur  the  benefit  of  his, father? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  positively,  but  always  understood  that  he  cultivated  for  himself  solely. 

Question.  Was  this  claimant  twenty-one  years  of  age  on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1795,  or  the  head  of  a  family? 

Answer.  He  was  not  the  head  of  a  family,  and  I  do  not  know  positively  that  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Powel,  executor  of  William  Powel;  case  commenced  in  page  682. 

John  Baker  and  Daniel  Johnson  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  both  testified,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that,  in  the  year  1793,  the 
said  William  Powel,  since  deceased,  lived  upon  and  cultivated  the  land  now  claimed  by  James  Powel,  his  executor;, 
that  he  continued  to  cultivate  and  annually  to  raise  crops  on  the  said  land  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1796;  that  his  widow  and  family  continued  in  the  same  cultivation  and  possession  until  the  death  of 
said  widow,  v,'hich  took  place  about  three  months  since;  that,  since  that  time,  the  family  have  continued  in  posses- 
sion as  before;  and  that  the  said  William  Powel  was  an  aged  man  and  the  head  of  a  fanjily  in  the  year  1793." 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.. 

James  Powel's  case,  No.  79  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  64  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

C/aJm— Of  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act,  as  a  donation. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  ■ 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance,  of  the  act  qf  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving- 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  water  oak  on  William  Powel's  coriier,  and  runs  west  forty-five  chains,  to  a 
pine;  thence,  north,  sixty-three  chains,  to  a  red  oak;  thence,  east,  forty-five  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  sixteen 
chains  ninety-three  links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  east,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  chains,  to  a  sycamore  on  the  river  bank; 
thence,  ilown  the  various  courses  of  (he  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres,  and 
hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by 
James  Powel,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot. herewith  filed. 

JAMES  POWEL. 
March  24,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

'    Surveyed  22d  March,  1804,  by  John  Dease.     Chain  bearers,  James  Dean  and  Amos  Reed. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  186,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Daniel  Johnson  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that 
he  had  no  interest  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim:  that  James  Powel,  the  present  claimant,  commenced  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  land  now  by  him  claimed  in  the  year  1795  or  1796;  that  he  has  continued  annually  to  cultivate  and 
raise  crops  on  the  same  until  the  piesent  titye,  and  had  a  small  cabin  thereon,  but  resided  near  by  the  land  in  his 
mother's  family,  who  was  a  widow;  that  he  cultivated  and  improved  this  land  for  his  own  use  and  benefit;  and  that 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and,  as  the  witness  believed,  the  head  of  a  family  in  the  year  1797. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  ^ 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  26th  instant. 

•    Monday  March  26,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according. to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephiaiin  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas*.  .     . 

Robert  Sorrel,  Senior's,  case,  No.  80  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  140  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act.'       ; 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  to  receive 
and  adjust  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  riveh 

Washington  County,  Mississipri  TEBRiToB*j.-^a'*tA  23,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  and  situated  on  Little  creek,  south  branch  of  Bas- 
sett's  creek,  butting  and  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  on  a  station  pine  on  the  hill  a  little  below  Robert  Sorrell's 
house;  thence,  running  south,  forty  degrees  west,  fifty  chains,  to  a  corner  pine;  thence,  south,  sixty-six  degrees 
west,  one  hundred  and  six  chains,  to  a  corner  pine,  ne:u-  the  bank  of  said  creek;  thence,  north,  thirty-three  degrees 
west,  twenty  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north,  fifty-two  degrees  east,  eighty-eight  chains,  to  a  corner  stake; 
thence,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  contain- 
ing three  hundred  and  twenty  acres;  is  claimed  by  Robert  Sorrel,  Senior,  under  and  by  virtue  of  occupancy,  the 
said  claimant  having  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  tract  herein  specified  on  the  3d  day  ot  March,  1803,  agreeable  to 
the  third  section  ot  the  recited  act,  &c.,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of 
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Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    All  of  which  he  begs  leave  to  refers  as  also  to  the  plot  hereto 
fixed.  , 

For  Robert  Sorrel,  Senior, 

EDWIN  LEWIS. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  466,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Thomas  Goodwin  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  testified, 
that  he  had  no  interest  whatever  in  this  claim;-that,  before  the  .3d  of  March,  1803,  on  that  day,  and  since,  Robert 
Sorrej,  Sen.  the  present  claimant,  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  now  by  him  claimed;  and  that  he  was  at 
that  time  near  seventy  years  of  age  and  the  head  of  a  family.  ..  '  - 

Edwin  Lewis's  case,  commenced  in  page  700. 

John  Pickering  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly-sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed, 
that  he  had  no  interest  whatever  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  last  of  the  year  1802,  Edwin  Lewis,  the  present  claim- 
ant, employed  him  to  erect  certain  buildings  for  said  Lewis,  on  the  land  now  in  question;  that  he  built  a  store,  a 
kitchen,  a  dwelling  house,  and  a  warehouse,  for  the  storage  of  cotton;  that  the  said  Lewis  had,  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  continued  to  inhabit  the  same:  that  he  had  cultivated  a  small  piece  of  land  connected  with  said  build- 
ings; that  he  was  thus  inhabiting  and  cultivating  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803;  and  that  the  said  Lewis  was  at  that 
time  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Patrick  Donnelly's  case,  No.  81  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  141  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  and  sjxfeen  poles,  under  the  third  section 
of  the  act.  . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  • 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situatedon  the  waters  of  Bassett's' creek,  on  the  west  side 
of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  pine  corner,  and  runs  south,  thirty-two  degrees 
east,  forty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  thirtysev^n  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  chains  fifty 
links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  forty  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  west, 
one  hundred  and  eleven  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  niarks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are 
fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  and  sixteen  poles:  is  claimed 
by  Patrick  Donnelly,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  .river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all 
which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  iierewith  filed. 

Exhibited  by  Hardy  Wotton,  his  x  mark,  for 
•  PATRICK  DONNELLY 

March  26th,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

.Surveyed  28th  February,  1804,  by  William  Gilliam.    Chain  carriers,  Jordou  Morgan  and  Henry  Hill. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  467,  by  Edward  Llotd  W'ailes,  for  ■ 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  Jordon  Morgan  and  Henry  Hill,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  sworn  before  William 
H.  Hargrave,"  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Jordon  Morgan  and  John  Kennedy  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  both  testified  that  they  had  no  interest  whatever  in  this  claim;  that  Patrick  Donnelly,  the  present 
claimant,  had  lived  upon  the  land  now  claimed  ever  since  the  year  1802;  that  the  land  is  a  pine  barren,  not  fit  for 
profitable  cultivation;  that  the  claimant  has  thereon  a  dwelling  house,  negro  houses,  cow-pens,  &c.  for  the  conve- 
nience of  managing  his  stock  of  cattle,  which  subsist  in  the  rapge,  but  no  other  cultivation  than  garden  vegetables 
for  the  use  of  his  household;  and  that  the  said  Donnelly  was,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  more  than  twenty-one 
years  of  age. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  tiie  plot  now  ex- 
hibited to  the  Board  is  a  true  representation  of  the  land  now  claimed,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief;  that  it  includes  the  buildings  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  tliat  he,  the  deponent,  knew  of  no  interfer- 
ing claims,  except  the  claim  of  Robert  Sorrel,  Sen.  which  runs  nearly  halfia  mile  into  the  northeast  end  of  this  tract. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Wilson's  case,  No.  82  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,, and  No.  142  on  the  books  of  the  Registei'. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  acres  and. sixteen  poles,  as  assignee  and  legal  rep- 
resentative of  Joseph  Dunbar,  under  the  tWrd  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit:  ■         ,  .  ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  qf' the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  i803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  west  side,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  cedar  post  on  the  rivei-  bank,  and  runs  north,  eighty-five  degrees  east,  sixty-five 
chains,  to  Cannady's  hickory  corner;  thence,  witii  Cannady's  line  south,  five  degrees  east,  thirty  chains,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  south,  seventy-eight  degrees  east,  eighty-five  chains,  to  the  river,  a  maple  corner;  thence,  with  the  meanders 
of  the  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented 
in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  acres  and  sixteen  poles:  is  claimed  by  Joseph  Wilson,  legal 
representative  of  Joseph  Dunbar,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now 
exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Ofiice  established  east  of  Pearl  liver,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOSEPH  WILSON, 
Legal  representative  of  Joseph  Ihmbar. 
March  26,  1804,  [Plot  omitted.  ] 

Chain  carriers.  John  Cannady  and  Henry  Hill.    Surveyed  by  William  Gilliam. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  468,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  chain  carriers  were  sworn  before  William  H.  Hargrave,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Joseph  Dunbar,  bearing  date  the  13th  day  of  March,  1804. 
duly  acknowledged,  relinquishing  and  assigning  to  the  said  Wilson  all  the  said  Dunbar's  right,  title,  and  interest  to 
improvements  made  upon  said  tract  of  land. 

Jordoii  Morgan  and  John  Kennedy  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  bj'  the 
Board,  they  both  testified  that  they  had  no  interest  whatever  in  this  claim;  that,  in  December,  1802,  Joseph  Dunbar 
did  live  upon  and  cultivate  the  land  now  claimed  by  Joseph  Wilson,  as  his  legal  representative;  that  he,  Dunbar, 
continued  there  to  live  and  cultivate  until  Decerhber,  1803,  and  raised  a  considerable  crop  on  said  land  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1803;  that  he  sold  his  improvements  to  Joseph  Wilson,  the  present  claimant,  \yho  thereupon  took  possession 
of  the  premises,  and  has  since  continued  to  occupy  and  improve  the  same;  that  the  said  Joseph  Dunbar  was,  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1803,  apparently  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  he  deposed  that  the  plot  now  be- 
fore the  Board  is  a  true  and  torrect  representjition  of  the  land  claimed,  according  to  his  t)est  knowledge  and  belief: 
that  it  includes  the  buildings  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  interfermg  claim  of 
any  kind;  that  the  figure  of  the  plot  was  occasioned  by  other  lines  confining  it  to  its  present  shape. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  ,  • 

Edmund  S^iith's  case,  No.  83  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  139  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— \  right  of  pre-emption  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the'act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  word.- 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  qf  Congress  passed  the  3d.  day  of  March,  1803,/or  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to'  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  live  oak,  and  runs  north,  seventy  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  chains,  to  a 
pine;  thence,  north,  fifteen  chains,  to  a  pine  on  Howej  Dupree's  line;  thence,  with  the  said  line,  north,  eighty  degrees 
east,  twenty  chains,  to  a  gum;  tlience,  north,  eighty-eight  degrees  east,  ninety-four  chains,  to  an  elm  on  Gatliu's  line; 
thence,  with  the  said  line,  south,  four  degrees  east,  fifty-eight  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and 
marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  acres:  is  claimed  by  Edmund  Smith,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act  as  a  pre-emption,  and 
is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by 
said  act.    To  all  which  lie  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  tiled. 

EDMUND  SMITH. 
March  26,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  bearers,  Sterling  Dupree  and  HowelDupree.  Surveyed  the  17th  day  of  March,  1804,by  Natt.  Christmas. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1.  page  464,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Regi$ter. 

The  above  named  chain  bearers  were  swofn  before,  James  Callier,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Howel  Dupree  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed 
that  he  had  no  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that  Edmund  Smith,  the  present 
claimant,  entered  upon  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1801,  built  a  house,  and  raised  a  crop  on  the  land  the  next 
season;  that  he  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  the  present  time;  and  that,  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1803,  he  had  a  wife  and  family  of  children. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Scott,  representative  of  Gabriel  Burrows;  case  commenced  in  page  663. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  he  deposed  that  •the  plot  pre- 
sented is  truly  made,  according  tO'his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  the  irregularity  of  the  figure  of  this  land  was  occa- 
sioned by  an  accommodation  with  the  adjoining  claimants,  to  avoid  litigation;  that  he  did  not. know  of  any  interfer- 
ing claims  of  any  kind  with  the  land  now  claimed.  _        ,  _     .  .  ' 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  cas6  be  postponed  for  consideration.    . 

Edwin  Lewis's  case.  No.  84  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  20  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of 
Dennis  McClendon  and  John  McCole,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  . 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Fulsom's  and  Tawler  creeks,  butting  and 
bounded  as  follows:  beginning  on  a  water  oak  on  Tawler,  at  the  mouth  of  Fulsom's  creek;  thence,  running  down 
the  said  Tawler  creek,  twelve  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  an  eiist  course,  sixty-four  chains,  to  a  corner 
stake;  thence,  south,  seven  degrees  west,  forty-six  chains,  to  a  corner  maple  on  the  bank  of  Fulsom's  creek: 
thence,  west,  fourteen  chains,  to  a  line  run. by  Edwin  Lewis,  representative  of  William  Green;  thence,  north, 
seven  degrees  east,  to  a  white  pine  corner;  thence,  dovvn  the  meanders  of  the  said  Fulsom's  creek,  to  the  first 
mentionecl  station;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  hereunto  annexed, 
containing  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres:  is  claimed  by  Edwin  Lewis,  as  the  legal  representative,  of  John 
McCole  and  Dennis  McClendon,  under  and  by  virtue  of  occupancy;  the  aforesaid  persons  legally  represented  said 
Edwin  Lewis,  having  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  tract  herein  specified,  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  agreeable 
to  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act,"  &c.  and  for  a  considerable  time  before  that  time:  and 
the  same  does  not  appear  to  be  claimed  by  any  of  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  act,  and  now  exhibited  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he 
begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  hereunto  fixed,  &c.  ^...,xt  x  t,,..to 

"  .  EDWIN  LEWIS. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County,  February  22,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Enteredinrecordof  claims,  vol.  1,  page  53,  by  EpwARD  Llotd  Wailes.  for  ,,„„„„    „     . 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Dennis  McClendon,  bearing  date  the  14th  day  of  February. 

1803,  duly  executed,  relinquishin|  and  conveying  to  John  McCole  all  the  said  McClendon's  claim,  title,  and  interest 
to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  tlie  improvements  made  thereon.  . 

The  claimant  also  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  the  said  John  McCole,  bearing  date  the  25th  of  February. 

1804,  duly  executed,  assigning  and  conveying  to  the  said  Edwin  Lewis  all  the  said  John  McCole's  title,  claim,  and 
interest  to  the  said  land,  and  the  improvements  thereon  made. 
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John  Pickering  ami  Jolin  McC'ole  weie  presented  as  witnesses,  and.  beinf;  didy  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board ,  tliey  both  deposed,  (hat  they  had  no  interest  in  tiie  establishment  of  this  claim. 

The  said  Pickering  testified,  that,  in  the  year  1802,  Dennis  McClcndoii  entered  upon  the  land  now  claimed  by 
Edwin  Lewis,  as  the  legal  lepresentative  of  McC'ole  and  McCleiidon;  that  said  McClendon  erected  a  house,  and 
raised  some  corn  on  the  same  land  in  that  year,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  the  15th  of 
April,  1803;  and  that  the  said  McClendon  had,  on  the  3d  day  of  March.  1803,  a  wife  and  family  of  children. 

The  said  McCole  testified,  that,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  Deiinih  McClendon  lived  upon  the  land  now  claimed 
by  Edwin  Lewis,  and  continued  there  until  the  15th  of  April.  1803,  when  he  remove<l  off;  and  that  he,  the  depo- 
nfent,  took  possei^sion  thereof,  having,  previous  to  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  purchased  the  improvements  of  said  Dennis 
McClendon;  that,  in  the  course  of  the  sunimer  1803,  he,  the  said  McCole,  agreed  to  sell  said  improvements  to 
Edwin  Lewis,  the  present  claimant;  that,  in  pursuance  of  said  agreement,  did,  on  the  '25th  of  February,  1804, 
execute  a  written  conveyance  for  that  purpose. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Bates,  Junior's,  case.  No.  85  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  IGi!  on  the  books  of  the  Rcister. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  \vest  side  of  the  Tombigbee,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  on  a  gum  corner  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tombigbee;  running  thence,  north,  ibrty-five 
degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  nine  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  forty-five  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  three 
chains,  to  a  post  oak;  thence,  south,  forty -five  degrees  east,  thirty-two  chains,  to  a  post  oak  corner;  thence,  south, 
sixty-two  degrees  east,  fifteen  chains,  to  a  dogwood,  near  a  spring  on  the  bank  of  a  branch;  thence,  down  the  mean- 
ders of  the  branch,  as  laid  down  in  the  plot,  to  the  river;  thence,  up  the  river  the  various  courses,  as  Jaid  down  in 
the  plot,  to  the  beginning;  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Joseph  Bates,  Jun.  by  virtue  of  the 
second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully 
represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  whtch  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed. 

JOSEPH  BATES,  Jun.    . 

[Plot  omitted,] 

Surveyed  February  18,  1804,  by  Natt.  Christmas.    Chain  bearers,  Stei'ling  Dupree,  Thomas  Bates. 
.     Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  493,  by  Edward  Lloyd  AVailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBER.^,  Register. 

Richard  Turvin  and  Thomas  Bates,  Jun.  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn-  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  both  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  whatever  in  this  claim. 

The  said  Thomas  testified,  that  Joseph  Hates,  Jun.  the  present  claimant,  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  in  the 
year  1797;  that,  being  unmarried,  he  lived  in  the  family  of  his  father,  Joseph  Bates,  Sen.  upon  the  land  nowin  ques- 
tion; that  he  acted  for  himself,  independent  of  his  said  father,  and  did,  during  the  years  1797  and  1798,  cultivate 
the  land  now  by  him  claimed,  for  his  own  use  and  benefit;  that  his  father  lived  upon  the  land,  and  did  also  cultivate 
some  part  of  it  at  the  same  time,  but  claims  no  part  of  it. 

The  said  Turvin  testified,  that  Joseph  Bates,  Jun.  the  present  claimant,  lived  on  the  land  now  by  him  claimed 
in  the  year  1797,  in  the  family  with  his  father. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  b.e  postponed  for  consideration. 

'Hardy  Wootton's  case.  No.  86  oir  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  188  on  the  books  of  the  Register.  ■ 
Claim.— A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  and  fifty-six  poles,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of 

William  Hunt,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 

following,  io  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1S03,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Sunflower  creek,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, on  the  wfegt  side  of  Tombigbee,  beginning  at  Carter's  line,  south,  twenty-one  degrees  east,  sixty  chains,  to  a 
pine  station;  thence,  forty  chains,  to  a  corner  on  Sunflower  creek,  standing  in  the  prison  bounds;  thence,  south, 
eighty-seven  degrees  east,  through  Richard  Brjishears's  field,  to  a  pine  station,  forty-one  chains  twenty-five  links, 
to  a  hazel  corner,  twenty-three  chains  seventy-five  links;  thence,  north,  twenty-one  degrees  we$t,  seventeen  chains, 
to  a  red  oak  station;  thence,  continuing  the  same  course,  seven  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  new  line;  thence,  im  the 
same  course,  to  a  gum  station,  continuing  the  same  course  to  Carter's  line,  sixty-four  chains  on  Carter's  line,  south, 
seventy-five  degrees  east,  forty-one  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  tupelo  gum  corner;  thence,  north,  eighty  degrees  east, 
twenty-six  chains,  to  the  beginning  stake  cornerj  containing  six  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  and  fifty-six  poles.  As 
a  donation,  this  land  is  claimed  by  Hardy  Wootton,  legal  representiitive  of  William  Hunt,  having  such  shape,  forms, 
and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  by  said  act  directed.  To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

HARDY  L.  WOOTTON,  his  x  mark. 
Legal  representative,  of  I'filUam  Hunt. 

March  26,  1804.  •  [Plot  oiViitted-] 

Surveyed  March  14,  1804,  by  William  Gilliam.     Chain  carriers,  Solomon  Wheat  and  Joseph  Wheat. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  553,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from;  William  Hunt,  bearing  date  the  8th  day  of  November.  1800, 
duly  executed  and  acknowledged,  relinquishing  arid  conveying  to  the  said  Hardy  Wootton  all  the  said  Hunfs  right, 
title,  and  claim  to  the  improvements  made  upon  said  tract  of  land. 

On  the  back  of  said  deed  are  two  endorsements,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

I  do  hereby  assign  over  all  my  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  within,  for  the  use  mentioned,  from  myself  and  my 
heirs  forever,  to  Thomas  Ware  and  his  heirs;  likewise  the  said  Ware  is  to  have  possession  the  1st  day  of  February, 
1802:  as  witness  my  h.and,  this  26tli  day  of  Jahuarv,  1802. 

HARDY  WOOTTON. 


Joseph  Sharp,    \  yi  . 
Charles  Reed.  3 


I  do  hereby  sign  over  all  my  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  above  privileges,  as  witness  my  hand,  this  6th  Novem- 
ber, 1802. 

THOMAS  WARE. 
90  p 
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A  deed  of  conveyance  was  also  pioduced  from  Daniel  Johnson,  as  attorney  for  John  liinder,  bearing  date  the 
29th  day  of  February,  1804,  duly  executed,  relinquishing  and  assigning  to  the  said  Hardy  Wootton  all  the  said 
Linder's  right,  title,  and  clairti,  to  the  abovementioned  improvements. 

Jordan  Morgan  and  Solomon  Wheat  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated,  they 
both  testified,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that,  in  the  summer  season  of  the  year 
1797,  William  Hunt  entered  upon  the  lands  now  claimed,  erected  a  house,  sowed  some  turnips,  &c.  the  same 
year;  that  he  raised  a  crop  the  year  following,  and  continued  to  live  on  and  cultivate  the  said  land  until  he  sold  his 
improvements  to  Hardy  Wootton  in  the  year  1800,  when  he  removed  off,  and  Wootton  entered  into  possession:  that, 
in  the  year  1797,  William  Hunt  had  a  wife  and  two  children.  ,'  '    '    • 

The  said  Wheat  further  testified,  that  he  was  not  confident  that  Hunt  sowed  turnips  on  the  land  in  the  year 
1797,  but  knew  that  he  lived  there,  because  he,  the  deponent,  helped  him  to  raise  his  house. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot,  by  him 
returned,  of  the  land  now  claimed  is  a  true  representation  thereof,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  be- 
lief; that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  claim  to  that  part  of  this  tract  which  lies  northerly  of  Watley's  upper  line;  that 
there  were  several  claims,  houses,  and  possessions  on  the  other  part. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Hezekiah  Carter^s  case.  No.  87  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No,  138  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  tlonation  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres  and  thirty-six  poles,  as  assignee  and  legal  represen- 
tative of  Robert  Jones,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  rn  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  pass,ed  the  3d  'day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Peart  river. 

Please  to  take  iiotice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Sunflower  creek,  on  the  west  side  of  Tombig- 
bee  river,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  while  pine,  running,  south,  forty 'five  degrees  west,  fifty-two 
chains,  to  a  red  oak;  thencei  south,  twenty-five  degrees  east,  thirty-one  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  eighty  degrees 
east,  thirty-three  chains,  to  a  gum  corner;  thence,  south,  seventy -five  degrees  east,  forty-two  chains,  to  a  hornbeam 
corner;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  east,  twenty  chains,  to  a  mulberry  corner;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  east, 
three  chains,  to  a  yellow  leaf  sapling;  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  forty-six  chains,  to  a  cypress;  thence, 
north,  sixty-five  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains,  to  a  red  oak;  thence,  north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  thirty-five 
chains  twenty-five  links,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully 
represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  three  hundred  and  fifty -eight  acres  and  thirty-six  poles:  is  claimed  by 
Hezekiah  Carter,  legal  representative  of  Robert  Jones,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a 
donatitfn,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

HEZEKIAH  CARTER,  his  x  mark. 

March  26,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.  ] 

Chain  carriers,  Jeremiah  Morgan  and  Benjamin  Harrison. 

Entered  in  Vecoid  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  462,  by  Edward  Lloyj)  Wailes,  far 

'  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Robert  Jones,  bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  November,  1800. 
duly  executed,  relinquishing  and  assigning  to  Hardy  Wootton  all  the  said  Jones's  right  arid  interest  to  the  improve- 
ments made  on  said  tract  of  land.  On  the  back  of  which  deed  is  an  endorsement  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, viz: 

I  do  hereby  assign  over  all  my  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  within  mentioned,  to  Hezekiah  Carter,  his  heirs,  fi:pm 
me  and  nly  heirs  forever.    In  witness  whereof,  I  have  set  my  hand  this  25th  day  of  January,  1802. 

HARDY  WOOTTON. 

Witnessed:  John  Cloop, 

Joseph  Sharp.  '.  ,      , 

Solomon  Wheat  and  Jordan  Morgan  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  fay 
the  Board,  they  both  testified,  that  they  were  in  no  way  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  January, 
or  the  beginning  of  February,  in  the  year  1798,  Robert  Jones  entered  upon  the  land  now  claimed,  built  a  house, 
cleared  about  six  or  seven  acres,  and  raised  a  crop  that  season:  that  he  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same 
until  the  year  1800,  when  he  sold  his  improvements  to  Hardy  Wootton,  who  entered  into  the  possession  and  culti- 
vation, and  so  continued  until  he  sold  to  Hezekiah  Garter,  the  present  claimant,  who  then  entered  into  the  posses- 
sion and  cultivation  of  the  same,  and  had  so  continued  until  the  present  time;  and  that  the  said  Robert  Jones  was, 
in  the  year  1798,  an  aged  man,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

AVilliam  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness;  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  by  him 
returned  is  truly  and  correctly  made,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  this  land  is  bounded 
on  all  sides  by  other  claims,  except  the  line  on  the  northwest  end,  which  is,  the  reason  of  the  irregularity  of  its 
shape;  that  Mr.  Lee  has  since  varied  the  figure  of  his  survey;  and  that  he,  the  deponent,  knew  of  no  interfering 
claim  of  any  kind.  ... 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Canneda's  case.  No.  88  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  77  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  yf  pre-emption  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  - 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  picrsuance  of  theact  of  Congress  pUssed  the'Sd  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, beginning  at  a  cedar  post,  and  runs  north,  eighty-five  degrees  east,  sixty-five  chains,  to  a  hickory  corner;  thence, 
south,  five  degrees  east,  sixty-five  chains,  to  an  elm;  thence,  south,  eighty-five  degrees  west,  one  hundred  chains,  to  a 
stake  on  Denley's  line;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  fifty-one  cTiains,  fifty  links,  to  the  river;  thence,  with  the 
river,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the 
plot  annexed,  containing  five  hundred  and  thirty-tliree  acres:  is  claimed  by  John  Canneda,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the 
third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established 
east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  ot 
the  plot  herewith  filed . 

^  JOHN  CANNEDA. 

March  20,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  9th  March,  1804,  by  William  Gilliam.    Chain  carriers,  Joseph  Wilson  and  Henry  Hill. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  225,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?eg^is<er. 
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The  said  Henry  Hiil  arid  .Joseph  Wilson,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  sworn  before  William 
H.  Hargrave,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Jordan  Morgan  and  Thomas  Wheat  were  presented  as  witnesses;  and,  beins  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  both  testified,  that  tliey  wei-e  not  "interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that  John  Canneda.  the 
present  claimant,  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  now  in  question,  in  the  year  1803,  and  ever  since;  that  he  was. 
on  tlie  3d  of  March,  1803,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness;  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  now  pre- 
sented to  the  Board  contains  a  true  and  correct  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  according  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief:  that  it  includes  the  btjildings  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  and  that  he  knew  of  no  in- 
terfering claims  of  any  kind. 

The  Boatd  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

.Solomon  Wheat's  case,  commenced  in  page  58.        . 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness;  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  now  pre- 
sented is  truly  and  correctly  made,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief:  that  this  claim  is  bounded  by 
other  claims,  and,  therefore,  necessarily  surveyed  in  its  present  form;  tiiat  he  knew  of  no  interfering  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  by  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Pickering's  case.  No.  89  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  137  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  i 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  ill  pifrsUance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  Sd  day  qf  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  ctaims  to  lands  south  qf  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Washington  County,  M.  Territory,  March  5,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Pickering's  branch,  north  of  Tawler  creek. 
butting  and  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  on  a  wild  plum  trte,  in  a  prairie  called  the  Cow  Stump  prairie,  on  the 
■east  side  of  Pickering's  branch;  thence,  west,  sixty  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  fifty 
,  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  east,  sixty  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,south,  twenty  degrees  west,  fifty  chains, 
to  the  beginning;  having  siich  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres:  is  claimed  by  John  Pickering,  under  and  by  virtue  of  occupancy,  he,  the  said  claimant,  having 
inhabited  and  cultivated  the  tract  herein  specified,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  An  act,  &c-  and  the  same  does  not  appear  to  be  claimed  by  any  of  the  preceding  provisions  of  said  act,  and 
now  exhibited  to  the-Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said 
act.    All  of  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  hereto  fixed,  &c. 

For  John  Pickering, 

EDWIN  LEWIS. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  461,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes.  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

William  Coleman  was  presented  as  a  witness;  and, being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  was  in  no  wise  interested 
in  this  claim;  that  he  wasin  the  State  of  Georgia  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  and  could  not  say  that  the  present 
claimant  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  at  that  time;  that,  when  he  returned  from  Georgia,  in  the  month 
of  May,  1803,  he  found  John  Pickering,  the  present  claimant,  working  upon  this  land;  that  he  had  a  house  partly 
raisfed,  about  ten  acres  under  fence,  and  five  or  six  acres  cleared,  which  appeared  to  have  been  cleared  the  preced- 
ing winter;  that  he  raised  on  said  land  a  crop  of  corn  that  season;  that  the  s.iid  John  Pickering  had  at  that  time  a 
wife  and  a  number  of  children.  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration'. 

Richard  S.  Bryan  and'  Georgb  Brewer,  senior's,  case,  No.  90  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  6  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  nineteen  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz:  '  .  .  ■         '  . 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  rece^-- 
ing  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Tawler  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  corner  cherry  tree,  and  running  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  sixty-five  chains; 
thence,  south,  twenty  degrees  east,  forty-nine  chains;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  sixty-five  chains;  thence, 
north,  twenty  degrees,  west  forty-nine  chains,  to  the  beginning;  containing  three  hundred  and  nineteen  acres,  hav- 
ing such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  which  said  tract  ot 
land  is  claimed  by  Richard  Smith  Bryan  and  George  Brewer,  senior,  under  the  firm  of  Bryan  and  Brewer,  in  and  by 
virtue  of  right  of  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl 
liver,  to  be  recorded  as  by  said  act  directed.    To  all  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  ot  the  plot 

''^.^^"■""'^''-  RICHARD  SMITH  BRYAN, 

.      '  GEORGE  BREWER,  Senior. 

February  22,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  13th  February,  1804.  by  Thomas  Bilbo.  Chain  carriers,  James  Huckaby  and  John  McCole. 
.  ...Tohn  McCole  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  testified,  that  he  had  no  interest  in  the  esta- 
blishment of  this  claim;  that  John  Sluder  entered  upon  the  lands  now  claimed  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1802,  built  a 
sinall  house,  cut  over  about  four  acres  of  land,  and  commenced  the  cultivation  of  a  garden  on  the  same;  that  he 
continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  the  month  of  April,  1803,  when  he  moved  off',  having  previously 
sold  his  improvement;  that  the  said  John  Sluder  was,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  the  head  ot  a  family. 

That,  some  time  in  the  month  of  February,  1803,  Richard  S.  Bryan,  one  of  the  firm  of  Bryan  and  Brewer,  and 
one  of  the  present  claimants,  began  to  make  improvements  on  another  part  of  the  land  now  claimed,  to  wit:  on 
Tawler's  creek,  near  where  they  have  since  erected  a  mill;  that  the  improvement  then  commenced  was,  as  the 
deponent  understood,  the  building  of  a  dwelling  house;  that  the  present  claimants  had  purchased  the  improvements 
which  had  been  made  by  John  Sluder  on  the  other  part  of  said  land;  took  possession  ot  the  same  in  the  month  ot 
June,  1803. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Edwin  Lewis's  case.  No.  91  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  21  on  the  books  of  the  R«gister. 

Claim.— A  right  of  pre-emption  of  fOwr  hundred  acresi  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  William  Green, 
under  the  third  section  of  the  act.  .  •    '  ,  .       ,   ■      l    r  n      •  a^ 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  tollowmg  woias 
and  figures,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  Zd  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

'  Washixgtoj;  County,  M.  Territory,  Fthruury  22,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice  tliat  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Tawler's  bayou  or  creek,  above  Fulsonr  s  creek, 
butting  and  bounded  as  follows:  By  a  line  commencing  at  a  water  oak,  at  the  moutli  of  Fulsom's  creek,  on  the 
bank  of  Tawler;  tiience,  up  the  said  Fiilsom's  creek,  about  south,  sixty  degrees  east,  fifty-eight  chains,  to  a  corner 
white  pine,  on  the  south  side  of  said  creek;  thence,  south,  seven  degrees  west,  seventy  chains,  to,  a  corner  hickory; 
thence,  north,  eighty-throe  degrees  west,  fifty  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north,  seven  degrees  east,  to  the 
first  mentioned  water  oak  or  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed,  containing  four  hundred  acres;  is  chunked  by  Edwin  Lewis,  as  the  legal  representative  of  William  Green, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  occupancy,  he,  the  siiid  William  Green,  having  settled  the,  same  in  January,  1&02,  atid  did 
likewise  inhabit  and  cultivate  ih'i  tract  herein  specified  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  agreeable_to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  an  Act,  &c.;  and  the  said  William  Green  did,  on  the  ~th  day  of  June,  1803,  assign  a  deed  of  con- 
veyance of  his  right  unto  the  said  Edwin  Lewis,  and  likewise  two  depositions  on  the  sixth  day  of  August,  (of  the 
same  date,)  and  the  said  Edwin  had,  a  l()hg  time  previous  tg  those  assignments,  agreed  with  the  said  William 
Gi-een,  for  a  part  of  the  said  premises;  and  the- same  does  not  appear  to  be  claimed  by  any  of  the  preceding  provi- 
sions of  the  act,  and  no  part  thereof  was  inhabited  and  cultivated, at  that  time  required  by  the  said  act,  by  any  other 
person,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by 
^aid  act.     To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  ;ilso  to  the  plot  hereto  fixed,  &c. 

EDWIN  LEWIS. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed,  15th  of  February,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  55,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  /?«5-w/er. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  William  Gi;een,  dated  the  7th  day  of  June,  1803,  conveying  to  Edwin  Lewis' 
all  the  said  Green's  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  said  tract  of  land  and  the  improvements  thereon. 

John  Pickering  was  presented  as  a\vitn«ss,  and.  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that  he 
had  ho  interest  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that  William  Green  entered  upon  the  land,  now  claimed  by  Ed-' 
win  Lewis,  as  his  legal  representative,  in  the  month  of  January,  1802,  erected  a  house,  cleared  and  fenced  a  few 
acres,  and  raised  a  crop  that  year;  that  he  continued  to  live  on  and  cultivate  the  same  land  until  the  fall  of  the  year 
1803,  and  raised  a  crop  thereon  in  the  summer  of  the  same  year;  that  the  said  Gr^en  was,  on  the  3d  of  Match,  1603, 
more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family.  ■ 

The  Board  ordered  that  tjie  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  ■ 

James  Callier,  representative  of  Bryant  and  Snellgrove;  case  commenced  in  page  651. 

Richard  Smith  Bryant  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  de- 
posed, that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1803,  he  was  present  when  Henry  Snellgiove 
agreed  to  convey  to  James  Callier,  Esquire,  his  improvement  and  all  his  right  to  the  land  now  in  question, and  when 
he  did  actually  convey  the  same  by  an  instrument  under  his  hand,  to  which  he,  tht  deponent,  subscribed  as  a  wit- 
ness: that,  according  to  his  understanding,  the  transaction  was  fair  and  bona  fide:  ■ 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.    ' 

Nathan  Blackwell's  case,  commenced  in  page  643. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  wasl  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  this  plot  is  truly 
and  correctly  made,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  Francis  Boykin's  line,  as  it  is  now  surveyed,  takes 
nine  poles  and  twenty  links  upon  the  lower  or  southwardly  side  of  the  present  claim:  that  he,  the  witness,  had  sur- 
veyed and  measured  the  lands  claimed  by  said  Boykin,  and  found  that  the  survey  of  said  Boykin  includes  more 
than  his  quantity  of  acres,  to  the  amount  of  this  interference;  that  he  knew  of  no  other  claim  that  interfered  with 
this  plot. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday  the  27th  instant. 

Tuesday,  Mirc/j  27,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Benjamin  Harrison's  case.  No.  92  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  168  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres;  a.s  aissignee  imd  legal  representative  of  Jacob 
Miller,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's' plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  of  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

'  _  Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  Thomas  Goodwin's  stake  corner,  and  runs,  north,  sixty-five  degrees  east,  eighty  chains 
thirty  links,  to  Ryan's  upper  corner:  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  east,  eighty-thiee  chains,  to  a  sweet  bay  corner; 
thence,  north,  forty-two  degrees  east,  three  chains, -to  a  sweet  gum  corner  on  Ryan's  lake;  thence,  down  Ryan's  lake 
to  Thomas  Goodwin's  elm  corner,  nineteen  chains;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  west,  eleven  chains,  to  a  hornbeam; 
thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  eight  chains,  to  the  beginning;  containiDg''three  hundred  and  se- 
venty-eight acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natyral  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  an  - 
nexed:  is  claimed  by  Benjamin  Hairison,  legal  representative  of  John  Acworth,  attorney  in  fact  for  Jacob  Miller, 
in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation,  as  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to.a  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
witii  filed. 

BENJAMIN  HARRISON, 
Representative  of  John  Jicicorth,  Attorney  for  Jacob  Miller. 
xMakch  27,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed,  20th  February,  1804,  by  William  Gilliam.    Chain  carriers,  Thomas  (ioodwiu  and  Hezekiah  Carter. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  ),  page  502,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  sundry  le^al  deeds  of  conveyance,  duly  executed  and  on  file,  By  virtue  of  which  all  the 
right  and  title  which  the  said  Jacob  Miller  had  to  the  said  tract  of  land  and  the  improvements  made  thereon,  became 
vested  in  the  said  Benjamin  Harrison;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  obtained  and  now  holds  the  possession  of  the- 
premises. 

Jordan  !^lorgan  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that, 
in  the  month  of  October,  1797,  Jacob  Miller,  the  person  under  whom  Benjamin  Harrison  claims  the  land  now  in 
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question,  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same;  that  he  had  a  cabin  and  some  small  improvements;  that  he  continued 
utitd  some  time  in  the  year  following,  when  he  sold  his  improvements  and  possession  to  John  James,  who  entered 
into  the  possession  ol  the  same,  and  continued  some  time:  then  sold  his  improvement  to  the  dep(ment;  that  he  en- 
tered into  possession,  and  raised  one  crop  on  the  land,  then  sold  his  light  to  Shered  Hatley.  who  also  entered  into  the 
possession,  and  there  continued  until  he  sold  to  Joseph  Jackson,  who  took,  possession  and  continued  there  until  he 
sold  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  the  present  claimant;  that  he  entered  into  the  possession,  and  had  continued  therein  ever 
since;  that,  at  the  time  when  he,  the  deponent,  saw  Jacob  Miller  in  possession  of  the  premises,  in  the  year  1797 
he  was  a  married  man,  as  was  John  James  to  whom  he  sold.  '  '    ' 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  now  before 
the  Board  was  truly  and  correctly  made,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  the  house  and  im- 
provements of  the  claimant  were  within  the  plot,  and  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  claim  or  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  ' '        • 

William  Gilliam's  case.  No.  93  on  the  duclcet:  of  the  Board,  and  No.  127  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A.  right  of  pre  emption  of  orie  hundred  ajid  two  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  John  Clark 
under  the  third  section  of  the  act.  ,  ■  '      ' 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a-surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  ciaimett,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz:  ,  °  ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  ptfrsuance  of  the  act  qf  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receivin"- 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river.  '  ^ 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Sunflower  creek,  on  the  west  side  of  Tombi^bee 
river,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  pine  corner,  running  south,  seven  degrees  east,  forty  chains  "to  a 
lightwood  stake;  thence,  south,  sixty-five  degrees  west,  thirty- four  chains,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  north  seven 
degrees  west,  twenty  chains,  to  a  pine  corner  on  the  creek;  thence,  north,  forty  degrees  east,  forty-live  chains'  to  the 
beginning;  containing  one  hundred  and  two  acres,  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks^  both  natural  and  artificial 'as  are 
fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  William  Gilliam,  legal  representative  of  John  Clark,  in'and  by 
virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  l^ave  to  refer  as  also  to 
a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed.  ' 

WILLIAM  GILLIAM. 

March  26,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed,  March  13,  1804,  by  William  Gilliam.,    Chain  carriers,  James  Leonard  apd  Hardy  Wootton. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims^  vol.  1,  page  447,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John  Clark,  dated  18th  February,  1803,  assigning  to  the  said 
Gilliam  all  the  said  Clark's  right  and  claim  to  said  tract  of  land  and  the  improvements  made  thereon. 

The  said  Leonard  and  Wootton,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  William  H.  Har- 
grave,  Esq.  Justice  of  Peace. 

Solomon  Wheat  and  Hardy  Wootton  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  both  testified,,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  now  claimed  by  William 
Gilliam  was  settled  and  cultivated  by  John  Clark,  in  the  year  1802;  that  Clark  sold  his  possession  to  the  present 
claimant;  that  he  moved  his  family  on  to  the  land,  and  raised  a  crop  there  in  the  summer  of  1803;  that  they  could 
not  positively  say  whether  he  resided  there  on  the  3d  March,  1803;  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  the  head  of  a  family. 
~  The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  (or  consideration. 

Jordan  Moiigan's  case.  No.  94  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  128  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of 'the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Sunflower  lake,  on  the  west  side  of  Toin- 
bigbee,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  sassafras  corner,  on  Perkins's  line,  thence,  south,  twenty  de- 
grees west,  sixty-two  chains,  to  a  white  oak  corner;  then,  due  west,  ninety-four  chains,  to  a  stake  on  James  Denley's 
line;  thence,  south,  ten  degrees  east,  fifty-eight  chains,  to  a'  black  oak  corner  on  James  Denley's  line;  thence,  west, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot 'annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres:  is  claimed  by  Jor- 
dan Morgan,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JORDAN  MORGAN,  his  x  mark. 
March  26,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  carriers,  Wiley  Roberts  and  Hardy  Wootton. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  449,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

-  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  above  named  chain  carriers  were  sworn  before  William  H.  Hargrave,  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Solomon  Wheat  and  Thomas  AVheat  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  both  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim. 

The  said  Thomas  testified,  that,  in  the  year  1798,  the  present  claimant,  Jordan  Morgan,  having  married  his 
daughter,  he  agreed  to  give  him  half  of  his  improvements  where  he  then  lived,  which  was  upon  the  land  now  claimed 
by  said  Morgan;  that  he  entered  upon  the  same  land  that  year,  and  cultivated  from  twelve  to  fifteen  acres  in  corn; 
that  he  afterwards  relinquished  to  Morgan  the  whole  improvements;  that  he  lived  there  about  three  years  from  the 
time  when  he  first  came;  and  that  he  was,  when  he  first  entered  upon  said  land,  above  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  a  married  man.  ,  _ 

Question  by  the  claimant.  Do  you  remember  that  you  assisted  me  to  haul  my  house  and  to  haul  rails,  when  I 
first  came  on  to  the  land,  and  at  what  time  of  the  year  was  it.' 

Answer.    I  do  remember  it,  and  it  was  in  the  spring  season;  but  I  cannot  name  the  exact  time. 

The  said  Solomon  testified,  that,  in  the  spring,  or  the  first  part  of  the  summer,  of  1798,  Jordan  Morgan,  the  pre- 
sent claimant,  entered,  with  his  family,  upon  the  land  by  him  now  claimed,  and  raised  a  crop  that  year;  that  he  has 
been  off  and  on  several  times  since,  and  had  raised  crops;  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  not  able  to  ascertain,  with  pre- 
cision, the  years  when  he  was  off  or  on;  that,  at  the  time  when  he  first  went  into  the  possession  of  said  land,  he  was 
above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  a  married  man. 
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Wiiliam  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  presentetl  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  he  deposed,  that  the  plot  of 
the  land  claimed,  which  is  now  before  the  Board,  was  truly  and  correctly  made,  according  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief;  that  it  included  the  buildings  and  cultivation  of  the  claimant;  that  he  .knew  of  no  interfering  lines 
or  claims  of  any  kind;  that  this  tract  was  bounded  oil  three  sides  by  the  lines  of  other  claimants. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for,  consideration. 

James  Calli'br's  case.  No.  95  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  160  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  as.signee  aud  legal  lepresentative  of  Isabella  Trouillet. 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Campbell,  under  (he  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Mobile  river,  bounded  eastwardly  by 
the  said  river,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  l^nds.  is  claimed  by  James  Callier.  legal  representative  of  Isabella 
Trouillet,  at  present  the  wife  of  Joseph  Campbell;  the  said  land  ha,ving  been  settled  in  the  ye^r  1795,  by  the  said 
Isabella  Trouillet,  who  has  occupied  the  same  down  to  the  present  day,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section 
of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  for  granting  donation  lands.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
a  copy  of  the  plot  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  which 
said  plotis  herewith  filed. 

JAMES  CALLIER. 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  3".  1804.    ,  ' 

•       ■        ,  ■         ■  [Plot  omitted.]       . 

Surveyed  22d  March,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.     Chain  bearers,  William  Weathers,  Joseph  Edmonson. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  — .  page  — ,  by  Edward, Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

■ ,    ,         JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  produced  a  deed  of  convfeyanc?  from  Joseph  Catnpbfell,  bearing  date  20th  of  October,  1803,  duly 
executed,  conveying  to  tlie  said  Callier  all  the  said  Campbell's  right  and  title  to  said  tract  of  land. 

Doctor  John  Chastang  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  de- 
posed, that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  years  1796,  1797,  and  1798,  and,  as  he  believed,  in  the  year 
1799,  Isabella  Trouillet,  than  the  widow  of  Peter  Trouillet,  had  a  number  ot  negroes  living  uppnaud  cultivating  the 
land  now  in  question;  that  Madam  Trouillet  resided,  at  that  time,  in  Mobile.  ' 

The.  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  tor  consideration. 

JosEpa  Chastang's  case.  No.  96  6n  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  135  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres  and  eight-tenths  of  an  acre,  under  the  second  section 
of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

Y'o  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  larid  south  of  the  Tennessee  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mobile  river,  butting  and 
bounding  as  follows,  viz:  beginning  at  a  stake  at  Simon  Andry's  fence,  on  the  bank  of  the  said  river,  runningnorth, 
sixty-two  degrees  west,  ninety-nine  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  four  degrees  west,  ninety-seven  chains,  to  a 
stake;  thence,  due  east,  ninety-one  chains  and  sixty  links,  to  a  red  oak  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  thence,  up  the 
meanders,  to  the  beginning,  on  a  strai.ght  line,  fifty-one  chains;  bounded  westwardly  on  vacant  land,  northwardly 
by  Chailotte  Herau's  land,  and  eastwardly  by  the  Mobile  river:  is  claimed  by  Joseph  Chastang,  under  and  by  vir- 
tue of  the  second  section  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  for  granting  donation  land.  To  all  Vvhich  he  begs 
leave  to  refer;  also,  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  effst 
of  Pearl  river,  which  plot  is  herewith  filed. 

.  JOSEPH  CHASTANG. 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  26,  1804.' 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  March  24,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.   Chain  bearers,  Gabriel  Tissrah,  William  Weathers. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol,' 1,  page  459,  by  Euward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CrtAMBERS,  Register. 

Joseph  Chastang  appeared  before  the  Board,  and,  on  solemn  oath,  declared,  that  Simon  Andry,  of  the  county  of 
Washington,  is, (as  he  believes)  a  material  witness  in  his  case,  now  pending  before  the  Board,  wherein  he  claifns'a 
donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres  and  eight-tenths  of  an  acre:  and  that  the  said  Simon  Andry  is  now- 
confined  to  his  bed  by  severe  sickness,  and  in  such  state  of  health  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  have  hirn  personally 
before  said  Board  to  give  his  testimony  in  the  premises. 

Whereupon,  it  is  ordered  by  the  Board,  that  the  testimony  of  the  above  named  witness  may  be  taken  in  said  case, 
before  any  lawful  magistrate  of  said  county  (who  is  disinterested  iii  said  case,)  being  certified  to  the  Board  in  due 
form  of  law. 

Attest:  DAVID  PARMELEE  2d,  Clerk. 

John  Chastang,  Esquire,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  de- 
posed, that  in  the  year  1766  or  1767,  Joseph  Chastang,  the  present  claimant,  purchased  the  lands  now  in  question,  and 
went  immediately  into  the  possession  and  cultivation  of  the  same,  and  continued  there  until  the  country  was  taken 
from  the  English  by  the  Spaniards,  when  the  Indians  became  so  troublesome  and  dangerous  that  he  was  obliged  to 
move  down  to  Mobile;  that  when  he,  the  deponent,  came  on  to  his  plantation  (which  was  near  by  the  claimant's)  in 
October,  1796,  he  found  one  of  the  sons  of  the  present  claimant,  on  his  plantation,  with  his  negroes,  conducting  his 
business  as  overseer;  that  he  believed  that  one  of  the  claimant's  sons  was  there,  with  the  negroes,  as  overseer,  until 
the  year  1798,  when  the  said  Joseph  Chastang  returned  to  his  plantation  now  claimed,  and  had  lived  there  ever  since; 
that  the  present  claimant  was  near  sixty  years  of  age  in  the  year  1797. 

Question.  You  say  that  this  claimant  purchased  the  lands  now  claimed  in  the  year  1766  or  1767,  and  has  ever 
since  possessed  the  same;  why  does  he  not  claim  the  lauds  by  virtue  of  that  title? 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  the  Indians  burnt  several  of  his  houses,  in  one  of  which  were  his  title  papers,  and 
thereby  it  has  become  impossible  for  him  to  produce  this  written  evidence  of  his  title. 

The  Board  Ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Goodwin's  case,  No.  97  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  130  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
C/aJOT.— A  donation  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Hiram 
Mounger,  under  the  .second  section  of  the  act. 

T'he  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 

following,  to  wit:      '  '  '   "  ■         .         ' 
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To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  0/ March,  1803,/oi-  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting-  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  qf  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Ryan's  lake,  on  the  west  side  of  Toinbi''bee 
river,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  Wheat's  pine  corner,  and  running  thence,  north,  sixty  decrees  east, 
eighteen  chains,  to  a  lightwood  stake;  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  eight  chains,''to  a  horn- 
beam; thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  forty  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  hornbeam  on  Ryan's  lake;  thence,  south 


tative  of  Hiram  Mounger,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  donation  claim,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office,  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer  as  also  to 
the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed.  ' 

THOS.  GOODWIN. 

March  24,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Chain  carriers,  Hezekiah  Carter  and  Ambrose  Miles. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  451,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

.  The  said  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey  were  sworn  before  W'illiam  H.  Hargrave,  Esquire,  Justice  of 
the  Peace. 

The  claimant  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John  Wheat,  dated  the  13th  day  of  July,  1603;  conveyin"  to 
the  said  Thomas  Goodwin,  all  the  said  Wheat's  right  and  claim  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  the  improvements 
made  thereon. 

Jordan  Morgan  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  year  1797,  he  passed  across  this  land,  and  found  an,  improve- 
ment there,  which  he  understood  was  made  by  Hiram  Mounger;  that,  in  the  year  1798,  Hiram  Mounger  exchanged 
his  possession  and  improvement  on  this  land,  for  the  possession  and  improvement  of  Hezekiah°and  Solomon 
Wheat,  on  another  tract;  that  two  or  three  improvements  were  made  in  difterent  parts  of  the  tract,  given  up  by 
Mounger  to  the  Wheats;  that  the  Wheats  being  brothers,  made  a  partition  of  the  land  among  themselves;  that  the 
land  now  in  question  is  a  part  of  the  original  tract,  which  was  claimed  by  virtue  of  the  settlement  and  improve- 
ment of  Hiram  Mounger;  that  Thomas  Goodwin,  the  present  claimant,  then  lived  on  one  of  those  improvements; 
that  Frederick  Smith  performed  labor  at  the  same  place  in  the  year  1798,  and  raised  a  crop  there  in  the  year  1790; 
and  the  same  year  sold  his  labor  and  improvement  to  John  Wheat,  a  brother  of  Solomon  and  Hezekiah;  that, 
whether  Smith  improved  there  by  the  consent  of  the  Wheats  or  not,  he,  the  deponent,  could  not  be  positive;  though 
he  presumed,  it  was  by  consent,  as  Smith  was  a  connexion  of  the  family  by  marriage,  and  lived  iii  the  house  with 
them  during  that  time;  that  Hiram  Mounger  was  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  the  year  1797. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  and  Solomon  Wheat,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said 
Wheat  deposed,  that  Hiram  Mounger  had  made  some  improvements  on  the  land,  now  claimed  by  Thomas  Good- 
win, before  the  exchange  took  place,  as  mentioned  by  the  last  witness;  that  Smith  had  also  begun  to  labor  there  in 
the  year  1798,  before  Solomon  and  Hezekiah  Wheat  entered  into  possession;  tliat,  after  they  came  into  possession, 
they  agreed  with  Smith  upon  a  partition  line,  between  the  improvements  where  Smith  was  at  work  and  the  improve- 
ments where  Mounger  lived,  which  line  was  truly  represented  by  the  plot  then  before  the  Board;  that  Smith 
afterwards  sold  his  improvements  and  possession  to  John  Wheat,  as  he,  the  deponent,  had  heard  them  say;  that 
John  Wheat  sold  to  Thomas  Goodwin,  as  he  had  heard  them  both  say;  that  he  knew  that  Goodwin  took  possession, 
and  had  since  continued  to  live  at  the  same  place. 

The  said  Gilliam  testified,  that  the  plot  of  the  land  claimed  by  Thomas  Goodwin,  then  before  the  Board,  was 
truly  and  correctly  made,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  claims 
of  any  kind;  that  the  irregular  shape  of  this  survey  was  occasioned  by  the  lines  of  adjoining  claimants. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Williams's  case,  No.i  98  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  46  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  one  acres,  three  roods,  and  twenty-seven  poles,  under  the 
third  section  of  the  act.  • 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  butted  on  the 
same,  bounded  on  the  southwest  and  southeast  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the  northeast  by  George  Robbins;  beginning 
on  a  cotton  tree,  and  runs  south,  fifty-sis  degrees  west,  thirty-one  chains,  to  a  white  oak;  thence,  south,  twenty-five 
degrees  east,  at  twenty-five  chains  crossing  a  small  branch;  in  all,  sixty  chains  twenty-seven  links,  to  a  stake  with 
two  wahoos,  a  hickory,  and  dogwood  pointers;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  twenty  chains  and  fifty  links,  witii 
Robbins's  line  to  his  corner,  a  large  sycamore  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  begin- 
ning; having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plotannexed;  containing  one  hundred  and 
one  acres,  three  roods,  and  twenty-seven  poles:  is  claimed  by  William  WillLims,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  settle- 
ment bearing  date  the  20th  day  of  February,  1803,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of 
Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the 
plot  herewith  filed. 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  carriers,  Henry  Nail,  Edward  Williams.    Surveyed  28th  February,  1804,  by  J.  Malone. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  119,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes.  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Richard  Hawkins  and  Edward  Williams  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  both  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that  William  Williams, 
the  present  claimant,  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  by  him  claimed  before  and  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803, 
and  raised  a  crop  thereon  in  the  summer  following;  and  that  he  was,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  an  aged  man,  and 
the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Huckaby's  case,  No.  99  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  110  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of 
Matthew  Robinson,  under  the  third  Section  of  the  act. 
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The  claimant  presented  his  cliiim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  '  '  '       ■ 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting 'claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Tawlercreek,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  stake  on  said  creek,  running  east  eighty  chains,  to  a  poplar  coi'ner;  thence,  nOith, 
fifty-three  chains,  to  a  chestnut;  thence,  north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  thirty-five  chains,  to  a  hackbeny  on  said 
creek;  thence,  up  said  creek,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  botii  natural  and  artificial,  as  are 
fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  four  iiundred  and  sixty-seven  acres:  is  claimed  by  James  Huckaby, 
legal  representative  of  Matthew  Robinson,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act, .as  a  pre- 
emption; and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

William  Coleman,  for 
'March  27,  1804.  JAMES  HUCKABY,  represeyitalive  of  Matthew  Robinson. 

'    '  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  4th  March,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo.    Chain  carriers,  Reuben  Westmoreland,  Richard  Smith  Bryan. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  344,  by  Edward  Lloyd  W"ailes,  for 

.  .  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?eg-iVer. 

The  said  chaiji  carriers  were  sworo  before  William  fierce  and  Joseph  Thompson,  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  Matthew  Robinson,  dated  22d  January,  1803,  conveying  to  the  said  James 
Huckaby  all  the  said  Robinson's  right  to  said  tract  of  land  and  the  improvements  made  thereon. 

Richard  Smith  Bryan  and  William  Coleman  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interro- 
gated by  the  I5oard,  they  both  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1801,  Matthew  Robinson  commenced  to  improve  upon  the  land  claimed  by  James  Huckaby,  and  live  there 
with  his  family  through  the  year  1802,  and  raised  a  crop  that  year;  that  he  afterwards  sold  his  improvements  to 
James  Huckaby;  that  he  continued  to  live  on  the  land,  by  the  consent  of  Huckaby,  some  time  after,  but  whether 
the  said  Robinson  or  the  said  Huckaby  lived  there  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  they,  the  y.itnesses,  could  not  be  posi- 
tively certain;  but  were  certain  that,  when  Robinson  moved  off,  Huckaby  moved  on  to  the  land,  and  did  cultivate 
and  raise  a  crop  thereon,  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1803;  and  that  both  Robinson  and  Huckaby  were  hea(js  of 
families  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Nicholas  Perkins,  representative  of  Thomas  Wheat;  case  commenced  in  page  690. 

John  Baker  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that  he 
had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Thomas  Wheat,  the  person  under  whom  the  present  claim  is  made,  was  an  old 
inhabitant  of  this  county;  that,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  and  before  and  since,  until  lately,  the  said  Thomas 
Wheat  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  then  in  question;  that,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1787,  the  said  Thomas 
Wheat  was  more  tlian  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

Thomas  Wheat  and  William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said 
Gilliam  deposed,  that  the  plot  before  the  Board  was  made  by  him;  that  it  was  true  and  correct,  according  to  his 
best  knowledge  and  belief;  that  he  knew  of  no  interleiing  claims. 

The  said  Wheat  testified,  that  he  did  sell  and  coijvey  his  title  to  the  land  now  claimed  to  Nicholas  Perkins,  the 
present  claimant;  that  the  instrument  of  conveyance,  now  produced  to  the  Board,  wis  his  free  act  and  deed  for  that 
purpose. 

Jordan  Morgan  and  Hezekiali  Carter,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  caSe^  and  also  for  the  survey  in  the 
said  Perkins's  case,  commenced  in  page  691,  were  sworn  before  AVilliam  H.  Hargrave,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration, 

John  Wamack's  case,  No.  100  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  147  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  v;ith  a  surveyor's  plot  o(  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee.  beginning 
at  a  large  pine,  and  runs  south,  sixty-tvyo  degrees  west,  crossing  a  small  branch  at  six  chains  and  fifty  links,  forty 
chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  twenty-eight  degrees  west,  sixty  chains,  to  a  blackjack  corner;  thence,  north, 
sixty-two  degrees  east,  forty  chains,  to  a  stake,  and  from  thence  to  the  beginning;  containing  txyo  hundred  and 
forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  John  Wamack,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act  of  Con- 
gress; is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
recorded  as  directed  by  the  above  recited  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  tlie  plot  herewith 
filed.     , 

JOHN  WAMACK. 

March  26,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  18th  February,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  Peter  Cartwright  and  John  Walker. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims;  vol.  1,  page  475,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey  were  sworn  before  Willjam  Pierce,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Richard  S.  Bryan  and  William  Coleman  were  produced  as' witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  in  no  way  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim. 

The  said  Coleman  further  testified,  that,  in  July.  1803,  he  was  at  the  house  of  John  Wamack,  the  present  claim- 
ant, on  the  lands  which  are  now  by  him  claimed;  that  he  tlien  had  considerable  land  in  cultivation;  that  he,  said 
Coleman,  then  went  into  Georgia,  and  returned  in  the  month  of  May,  1803,  and  found  the  said  Wamack  still  there 
inhabiting  and  cultivating;  that  he  continues  there  still;  and  that  he  verily  believed  that  Wamack  was  there  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1803;  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

Quesliim  by  the  claimant's  attorney.  What  is  the  state  of  John  Wamack's  improvements  on  the  land  by  him 
now  claimed? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  he  has  between  thirty  and  forty  acres  under  cultivation. 

The  said  Bryan  testified,  that  he  was  at  the  house  of  John  Wamack,  the  present  claimant,  on  the  land  now  by 
him  claimed,  the  last  of  February,  or  the  Ist  of  March,  1803;  that  he  then  lived  there  with  his  family;  had  consi- 
derable land  in  cultivation;  that  he  has  ever  since  continued  to  live  there;  and  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  more  than 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 
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Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  then  before 
the  Board  was  truly  and  correctly  made,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  it  includes  the 
house  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims  of  any  kind. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  28th  instant. 

Wednesday,  March  28,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Epiiraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Nicholas  Perkins,  representative  of  Daniel  Johnson;  case  commenced  in  page  G91. 

James  Denley,  John  Denley,  and  William  H.  Hargrave,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  swoin 
and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  all  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim. 

The  said  James  testified,  that  Daniel  Johnson,  in  whose  right  the  present  claimant  appears,  deceased  about  two 
years  before;  that  he  would  then  have  been  (if  living)  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age;  that  he  resided  in  this 
county  in  the  year  1795,  and  until  the  time  of  his  dealh;  that  the  land  in  question  was,  some  part  of  it,  under 
cultivation  in  the  year  1795;  but  could  not  say  that  it  was  by  Daniel  Johnson. 

The  said  John  testified,7that  he  could  not  say,  with  positive  certainty,  as  to  the  precise  time,  but  knew  that,  about 
the  year  1795,  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  by  the  son  of  Daniel  Johnson,  deceased;  that,  before  the  year 
1795,  and  in  that  year,  and  until  his  death,  the  said  Daniel  Johnson  did  reside  in  this  county,  not  far  from  this  land, 
and  that  he  was  an  aged  man  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  said  Hargrave  testified,  that  the  deed  of  conveyance,  dated  the  21st  day  of  September,  1803,  under  his  sig- 
nature, then  before  the  Board,  by  which  he  conveyed  all  his  right  and  interest  in  the  land  now  claimed  to  Nicholas 
Perkins,  Esq.  the  present  claimant,  was  his  free  act  and  deed,  and  was  by  him  e.xecuted  and  delivered  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  Hiram  Mounger,  and  John  Brewer,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly 
sworn,  the  said  Gilliam  deposed,  that,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1800,  he  saw  Solomon  Johnson  execute  and  deliver  a 
deed  to  William  H.  Hargrave,  conveying  the  lands  now  in  question;  that  he  was  called  and  subscribed  as  a  wit- 
ness; and  that  he  saw  Samuel  Long  also  subscribe  as  a  witness  to  the  same  instrument;  that,  upon  inspection  of 
the  deed  of  Solomon  Johnson,  then  exhibited  in  evidence  before  the  Board,  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  the  same 
original  instrument  to  which  he  subscribed  as  a  witness;  that  he  surveyed,  and  made  the  plot  then  before  the  Board; 
that  it  was  correctly  made,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  a  small  portion  of  one  line  could 
not  be  measured,  by  reason  of  high  water,  and  was  laid  down  by  conjecture. 

The  said  Brewer  and  Mounger  both  testified,  that,  from  the  year  1791,  until  within  about  three  years  past,  the 
land  in  question  has  been  cultivated  by  Daniel  Johnson,  deceased,  or  for  his  use. 

The  Board  oidered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Nicholas  Perkins,  representative  of  Thomas  Wheat;  case  commenced  in  page  690. 

John  Brewer,  Esq.  and  Hiram  Mounger  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  before  the  year  1795,  in  that  year,  and 
until  within  a  short  time  past,  Thomas  Wheat,  the  person  in  whose  right  the  present  claimant  appears,  did  inhabit 
and  cultivate  the  land  in  question,  and  that  they  believed  that  said  Thomas  Wheat  was  more  than  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  1787. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Baker's  two  cases;  one  commenced  in  page  703,  the  other  in  page  704. 

George  Brewer  was  produced  as  a  witness  in  said  cases;  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  Interrogated  by  the  Board,, 
he  testified,  that,  in  the  year  1794,  he  became  acquainted  with  John  Baker,  the  present  claimant,  at  his  place  of 
residence,  on  the  lands  now  in  question;  that  the  said  Baker  had  continued  to  reside  and  cultivate  there  ever 
.  since. 
.    The  Board  ordered  that  these  cases  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Gilliam's  case,  commenced  in  page  713. 

William  Hargrave  and  John  Denley  were  presented  as  witnesses;  and,  being  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  in  any  way  interested  in  this  claim;  and  the  said  Hargrave  testified,  that  he 
was  present  when  John  Clark  sold  his  possession  and  improvement  on  the  land  in  question,  on  the  18th  of  February, 
1803;  that,  by  their  request,  he  drew  and  witnessed  a  writing  which  said  Clark  executed;  that,  within  a  hv/  days 
after,  he  was  present  when  Clark  gave  to  Gilliam  the  possession  of  the  place;  that  Gilliam  went  there  himself,  and 
raised  a  crop  that  season,  but  did  not  move  his  family  into  the  house  immediately;  that  Gilliam  was,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1803,  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  said  Denley  testified,  that  he  was  present  when  John  Clark  sold  his  possessions  to  William  Gilliam,  and 
■witnessed  the  writing;  that  he  knew  that  the  possession  was  peaceably  surrendered  up  by  Clark  to  Gilliam;  that 
Gilliam  went  to  work  on  the  land  that  spring,  and  raised  a  crop  thereon  the  ensuing  season;  that,  in  the  course  of 
the  same  spring,  he  moved  into  the  house,  and  had  there  lived  ever  since. 

The  Board  oidered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration; 

Ephraim  Barker's  case,  commenced  in  page  652. ,       ' 
■    William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  of  the  land 
claimed,  then  presented  to  the  Board,  was  correctly  made  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that 
said  plot  did  not  include  any  dwelling-house,  as'  it  usually  overflowed  annually,  and  was  unfit  for  a  dvrelling  place; 
that  it  included  the  cultivated  field  of  the  claimant;  that  he,  Gilliam,  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims. 

Question-  Is  this  position  such  that  a  family  could  not  reside  upon  it.' 

Answer.  It  is  very  much  surrounded  by  ponds  and  lakes.  I  cannot  say  how  far  the  health  of  inhabitants  might 
be  affected  by  that:  the  annual  overflowings,  I  think,  would  probably  sweep  a  house  off  if  one  should  be  placed  there. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  lie  postponed  for  consideration. 

Benjamin  Harrison's  case,  commenced  in  page  713. 

Hiram  Mounger  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  was  not  interested  in  the 

establishment  of  this  claim;  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1797,  Jacob  Miller  settled  upon  the  land  in  question, 

and  as  he,  Mounger,  understood,  sold  it  afterwards  to  one  James,  who  cultivated  it  in  the  year  1798;  that  from 

James  the  possession  and  improvement  passed  through  several  persons  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  the  present  claimant, 

.  who  then  lived  upon  the  same;  that  both  Jacob  Miller  and  James  were  each  the  head  of  a  famUy  in  the  year  1797. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francis  Stringer's  case,  commenced  in  page  676. 

John  Dunn  and  Reuben  Holleway,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  John  Callier, 
Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace.  .         .     t>      j 

John  Callier,  Esq.  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and.  being  duly, sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 

that  he  had  no  interest  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that,  in  the  month  of  January,  or  February,  1796,  he 

assisted  Francis  Stringer  to  erect  a  house  on  the  land  which  he  now  claims;  that  Ire  believed  that  Stringer  got  into  it 

with  his  family  in  the  month  of  February,  and  had  continued  to  live  and  cultivate  there  ever  since,  and  believed  that 
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he  made  a  crop  on  the  same  land  in  the  year  1798:  that  said  Stringer  was,  at  that  time,  more  than  twenty-one  years 
of  age;  and  that,  according  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  said  Stringer  did  cut  his  timber  or  logs  for  his  house  in 
the  year  1797.  •  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Noah  Kinner  Hutson's  case,  No.  10)  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  136  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres  three  roods  and  five  polls,  as  assignee  and  legal 
representative  of  Henry  Nail,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Ccmmissioners  appointedin  pursuance  of  Ihe  act  of  Congress  passedthe  Zdday  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  in  Washington  county,  on  the  west  side  Tom- 
bigbee,  butted  on  said  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north,  by  land  claimed  by  Mrs.  Anii  Lawrence,  on  the  west,  by 
vacant  land,  and  on  the  south,  by  the  claim  of  James  Callier:  beginning  at  a  small  sweet  gum  on  the  river  bank, 
said  Callier's  corner,  and  runs  with  the  river,  south,  eighty-seven  degrees  west,  fifteen  chains;  thence,  south, 
eighty-two  degrees  west,  twenty-two  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  eighty-two  degrees  west,  twelve  chains 
fifty  links;  thence,  south,  eighty-seven  degrees  west,  nineteen  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty-five  degrees  west,  five 
chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  eighty-seven  degrees  west,  four  chains  forty  links  to  a  sassafras  corner,  on  the 
liver  bank;  thence,  south,  thirteen  degrees  west,  Ibrty-four  chains  fifty  linksvto  a  small  pine  corner;  thence,  south, 
fifty -ninedegrees  east,  twenty-six  chains,  to  a  stake  on  James  Callier's  line;  thence,  with  his  line  north,  forty-eight 
degreesjeast,  eighty-seven  chains,  to  the  beginning:  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in 
the  plot  annexed,  containing  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres,  three  roods  and  five  poles;  is  claimed  by  Noah 
Kinner  Hutson,  legal  representative  of  Henry  Nail,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  section  of  tl|e  above  recited  act, 
and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed 
by  said  act,  to  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

NOAH  KINNER  HUTSON,  his  x  mark, 

March    8,1804.  Legal  representative  of  Benry  Nail. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  23d  March,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  George  Hutson  and  James  Whitingttfn. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  460,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey  were  sworn  before  John  Callier,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

John  Callier,  Esq.  and  George  Brewer  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
th6  Board,  they  deposed,j  that  they  were  in  no  way  interested  in  this  elaim;  and  the  said  Brewer  testified,  that,  in 
the  year  1794,  Henry  Nail,  the  person  in  whose  right  the  present  claimant  appears,  built  upon  and  cultivated  the 
land  in  question,  and  continued  to  live  there  until  the  year  1797  or  1-798,  when  he  removed  off,  but  kept  up  the 
cultivation  by  means  of  other  people  until  the  year  1801  or  1802;  when  he  sold  his  possessions  and  improvements  to 
Noah  Kinner  Hutson,  the  present  claimant;  that  he,  Brewer,  drew  the  writing  for  the  parties,  which,  he  understood, 
had  since  been  lost  by  accident;  that,  in  the  year  1797,  Henry  Nail  was  the  head  of  a  family;  that  the  present  claim  • 
ant  had  been  in  possession  ever  since  the  purchase  which  he  made  of  Nail,  as  aforesaid. 

The  said  Callier  testified,  that  when  he  came  into  this  country,  in  the  year  1797,  he  found  Henry  Nail  living  on 
•the  land  in  question;  tiiat  it  appeared  to  be  an  old  possession;  that  he  knew  that  Nail  continued  there  until  the  year 
1799;  that,  in  the  year  1797,  Henry  Nail  had  a  wife  and  family  of  children. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  plot 
then  before  the  Board;  that,  according  to  his  knowledge  and  belief,  it  was  correct;  that  it  included  the  dwelling 
house  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  there  was  an  interfering  claim;  that  the  line  of  Mrs.  Lawrence  run 
across  this  plot,  near  to  the  house,  on  the  westerly  side  thereof;  that  he  knew  of  no  other  interference. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  ,    , 

Simon  Andrt's  twox;ases;  one  commenced  in  page  682,  the  other  case  commences  in  page  683. 

Joseph  Chastahg  was  produced  as  a  witness  in  these  two  cases,' and  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  deposed,  that  Simon  Andry,  the  present  claimant,  was  more  than  fifty  years  of  age;  that,  before  and  in  the 
year  1795,  the  plantation  of  the  said  Simon  Andry,  on  the  land  now  claimed,  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  his 
slaves;  that  the  said  Andry  being  an  interpreter  of  the  Choctaw  language,  resided  principally  in  Mobile,  but  occa- 
sionally visited  this  plantation  to  inspect  the  business,  &c.;  that  the  cultivation  was  continued  in  that  manner  until 
the  year  1797,  when  he  moved  on  to  the  land  himself,  and  had  ever  since  resided  there  the  principal  part  of  the  time; 
that  the  said  two  tracts  of  land,  claitned'  by  said  Andry,  are  adjoined  and  form  the  said  plantation. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  cases  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Coleman's  case.  No.  102  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  132  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  four  hundred  and  ninety-severt  acres,  two  roods,  and  six  poles,  as  assignee  and  legal  re- 
presentative of  Simon  Favre,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit:  •  ,         ,      r         '        . 

To  the  Commissionersappointedinpursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv' 
ing  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river'. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  Tombigbee,  butted  on  said  river, 
and  bounded  on  the  southw'est  by  Stewart's  old  survey,  beginning  on  the  river  bank,  just  above  a  bayou  or  branch, 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  bluff,  on  which  standr,  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  at  a  small  ironwood,  and  runs  with  the  old  line 
south,  twenty-five  degrees  west,  crossing  the  bayou  at  one  chain,  in  all  forty-two  chains  ninety  links,  to  a  stake  cor- 
ner, with  two  red  oak  pointers  on  James  Griffin's  line;  thence,  on  agreed  line  between  the  claimant  and  said  Griffin, 
north,  fifty  degrees  west,  eighteen  chains  eighty-seven  links,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  an  agreed  line  south,  forty 
degreesjwest.  fifty-five  chains,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  north,  sixty-five  degrees  west,  thirty-four  chains,  fifty  links, 
to  a  stake  with  a  hickory  aiid  red  oak  pointers;  thence,  north,  twenty-five  degrees  east,  at  fifty-eight  chains,  a  small 
branch,  in  all,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  chains,  to  a  small  locust  tree" on  the  river  bank;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the 
river  to  the  beginning,  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial, as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing 
four  hundrediand  ninety-seven  acres,  two  roods,  and  six  poles:  is  claimed  by  William  Coleman,  of  Washington 
county,  legal  representative  of  Simon  Favre,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and 
now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by 
said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

WILLIAM  COLEMAN, 

Legal  representative  of  Simon  Favre.  ■ 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  17th  March,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  Nace  Russel,  James  Griffin,  and  Dawson  Grimes. 
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The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Sepanquantos  esta  carta  vieren  que  yo  Simon  Favre,  interprete  de  Indios  en  este  Puesto,  vendo  le^almente 
a  Juan  Berry,  una  cara,  y  una  cerca  de  penchas,  con  todas  las  caranas  que  existeii  dentno  de  la  mencionada  cerca' 
sovre  la  lierra,  de  Mon.  bsturd,  en  el  Preiri  de  Doscientos  Banni  les  de  maliir  en  Espi-'a  que  deiena  Yivnanme 
en  el  Emban  ladetio  de  este  Juente  I'l  la  findel  mes  de  Octubre  de  este  piesente  ano:  vasa  cuyas  condiciones  me 
sepano  detodo  el  derecho  de  propiedad  que  tengo  en  dichos  edificios,  y  cedo  todo  mi  derecho  en  el  mencionado 
Juan  Bei-ry,  hynandele  los  citados  en  el  fiempo  de  la  eyaquanos  de  este  piesto;  y  para  que  conste  lo  sinmo  ea  el  su- 
erte  de  En.  Estevan  de  1  ombeibe,  en  presencia  de  los  dos  testigos,  por  Francisco  Fontanillas  y  Thomas  Price  a  los 
quatro  dias  del  mes  de  Enero  de  rail  setecientos  noventa  y  nueve  anos.  ' 

^         J,  -1^  T,  SIMON  FAVRE. 

tRAN.  roNTANiLLAS,  Ihomas  Price. 

Ante  mi,  FERNANDO  LESORO. 

On  the  back  of  which  said  deed  is  an  assignment  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz: 

I  do  hereby  assign  all  the  within  contents  to  William  Coleman,  for  value  received  oi'  him,  the  said  Coleman  this 
21st  September,  1800.        i  ,  ' 

*,.    *    T  4  I,-  1    T  w  JOHN  BERRY. 

Attest:   Levin  AmswoRTH,  his  x  mark,  Ihomas  Williams. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  454,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

™         .,„        ,    ^  .^  ,„.  ,.  .  ■ JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  7?eg-iVer. 

Ihe  said  Kussel,  Grimn,  and  Urimes,  chain  earners  for  the  preceuing  survey,  were  sworn  before  William 
Pierce,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Francis  Stringer,  John  Callicr,  and  John  F.  McGrew,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  in- 
terrogated by  the  Board,  they  all  deposed,  that  they  were  not  in  anyway  interested  in  this  claim;  and  the  said 
Stringer  and  McGrew  testified,  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1796,  or  the  first  part  of  the  year  1797,  Simon  Favre 
enteied  into  the  possession  and  improvement  of  the  land  now  clajmed  by  William  Coleman,  as  his  legal  repre- 
sentative; that  said  Favre  continued  to  reside  on  and  cultivate  the  sanSe  land,  raised  crops  annually  until  after  the 
Spaniards  had  evacuated  that  part  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1799;  and  that,  in  the  year 
1797,''the  said  Favre  was  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  said  Callier  testified,  that  he  saw  Simon  Favre  living  on  the  land  in  question,  in  the  year  1797"  that  he  then 
had  a  good  crop  of  corn  which  iiad  grown  thereon  that  year;  that  he,  Callier,  went  into  Georgia  and  returned  in  June 
1799,  and  that  said  Simon  Favre  had  removed  with  his  family  out  of  the  country;  and  he  understood,  that  Favre 
sold  his  possession  and  improvement  to  John  Berry,  who  raised  a  crop  on  that  land  in  the  year  1800;  that  Berry  af- 
terwards sold  to  William  Coleman,  the  present  claimant,  as  he  had  heard  both  the  parties  declare- 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Figures  Lewis's  case,  commenced  in  page  659. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  then  pre- 
sented was  correctly  and  truly  made,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  it  included  the  dvTelling 
house  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that,  from  information,  he  understood  that  George  Brewer  had  surveyed 
Sullivan's  island,  and  crossed  and  included  the  whole  of  that  survey,  except  a  small  corner. 

Thomas  Sullivan  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  testified, 
•that  he  was  in  no  way  interested  in  this  claim;  that  near  about  the  15th  of  February,  1803,  Figures  Lewis  entered 
upon  the  land  then  claimed,  and  set  two  negroes  to  work  on  the  same;  that  said  Lewis  lived  at  another  place,  but 
was  there  every  two  or  three  days  superintending  his  business;  that  his  work  was  continued  until  he  moved  there 
with  his  family  in  the  spring  season  following:  that,  on  the  3d  of  March.  1803,  his  work  was  pnigressing,  one  s<nall 
llouse  was  then  finished,  and  two  others  partly  done;  that  said  Lewis  had  continued  to  live  there  ever  since  he 
moved  on  in  th^  spring,  1803.   .  ' 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Daniel,  Johnson's  case,  commenced  in  page  678. 

Bridget  Bnrk  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that 
she  was  treque«itly  in  the  family  of  the  present  claimant's  father  in  the  year  1795;  that  she  then  understood  from  the 
family,  that  Daniel  Johnson,  the  present  claimant,  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age;  that  she  lived  in  the 
family  in  the  year  1796,  and  always  understood  the  same  thing;  that,  in  the  year  1796,  Daniel  Johnson  lived  with 
his  father,  but  carried  on  business  by  himself;  that  he  used  to  go  out  to  work  with  his  men,  which  Slie  understood 
to  be  upon  the  land  now  claimed,  but  could  not  say  positively  that  it  was  upon  the  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Daniel  Johnson's  case,  No.  103  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  83  on  the  books  of  tlie  Register. 

C/aim.— A  donation  of  six  hunilred  and  forty  acres,  as  legal  representative  of  William  Burk,  under  the  second 
section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  Ihe  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  ihe  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  rit^r. 

March  26,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  laud,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  water  oak,  running  thence,  north,  one  hundred  and  forty-three  chains  forty-six  links, 
to  a  red  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  eighty-one  chains  twenty-five  links,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  east,  forty-two 
chains  and  forty-six  links,  to  a  water  oak  on  the  Three  River  lake;  thence,  down  the  meanders  of  said  lake,  to  the 
beginning;  containing  six  huhdred  and  forty  acres,  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as 
are  fully  represented  in  the  plotannexed:  is  claimed  by  Daniel  Johnson,  legal  representative  of  William  Burk,  in 
and  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  William  Burk  to  the  widow  Elizabeth  McKim,  and  from  the  widow 
E.  McRim  to  said  D.  Johnson,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed,  rr^,  ■       ,  , 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  22d  March,  1804,  by  John  Dease.    Chain  bearers,  James  Dean,  Amos  Reed. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  239,  by  Edward  Llqtd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  Elizabeth  McKim,  bearing  date  the  3d  of  September,  1803,  duly  executed, 
conveying  to  the  said  Daniel  Johnson  all  the  said  Elizabeth's  right  and  claim  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  the 
improvements  made  thereon. 

Ephraim  Barker  and  Bridget  Burk  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim. 
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The  said  Buik  testified,  that,  in  the  year  1797,  William  Buric,  now  deceased,  then  the  husband  of  the  witness, 
commenced  the  improvement  of  the  land  in  question,  by  clearing  a  little  land,  preparing  for  a  garden,  planting  some 
fruit  trees,  &c.  and  moved  on  with  the  family  in  the  month  of  January  or  February,  1798,  and  raised  a  crop  on  the 
land  thatyearj  that  in  the  last  part  of  the  same  year,  he  sold  his  possession  and  improvement  to  the  widow  Elizabeth 
McKim,  who  took  possession,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  last  year,  except  one  year  that 
she  rented  it.  ^     ,  ,  ■    ■ 

The  said  Barker  testified,  that,  in  the  year  1797,  William  Burk  began  his  improvements  on  the  land  now  in  ques- 
tion, by  building  a  smoke  house,  and  beginning  his  dwelling  house,  &c.;  that  he  moved  his  family  on  in  the  year  1798; 
that  he,  Barker,  saw  that  year  a  crop  of  corn  growing  there:  that  Burk  was  a  married  man  in  the  year  1797. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Solomon  Boykin's  case.  No.  104  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  153  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— \  right  of  pre-emption  of  five  hundred  and  two  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Elizabeth 
Reed,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  28,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Bassett's  creek,  on  the  west  side 
of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  sweet  gum,  on  a  lake;  thence,  with  the  lake,  to  a  sweet 
gum;  thence,  north,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  eighty-three  chains,  to  a  post  oak  corner;  thence,  south,  twenty-three 
degrees  west,  eighty-two  chains,  to  a  black  gum,  on  Bassett's  creek;  thence,  with  the  said  creek,  to  the  beginning, 
and  hath  such  marks  and  forms,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing 
five  hundred  and  two  acres:  is  claimed  by  Solomon  Boykin,  legal  representative  of  Elizabeth  Reed,  in  and  by  virtue 
of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  estab- 
lished east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy 
of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

SOLOMON  BOYKIN, 

Legal  representative  of  Elizabeth  Reed. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  7th  of  March,  3804,  by  Robert  Ligon.  •  • 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  482,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
Kinchen  Boykin  and  John  Smith,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  sworn  before  John  Callier,  Esq. 
Justice  of  Peace. 

Robert  Ligon  and  Francis  Boykin  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  year  1802,  Robert  House  inhabited  and 
improved  the  land  in  question,  and  that  he  sold  his'possession  and  improvement  to  the  widow  Elizabeth  Reed,  who 
went  into  possession,  and  continued  there,  from  the  spring  of  the  year  1803,  until  about  the  month  of  December, 
1803,  when  she  relinquished  her  claim  to  House,  not  being  able  to  pay  him  the  purchase  money;  that,  during  the  time 
that  she  lived  there,  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1803;  she  cultivated  a  small  garden  for  family  purposes,  which  was 
the  only  cultivation  she  had  on  the  land:  that,  when  she  relinquished  and  left  the  place.  House  sold  it  to  the  present 
claimant,  who  immediately  went  into  possession,  and  has  continued  in  possession  ever  since;  that  Elizabeth  Reed 
was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803. 

The  said  Ligon  further  testified,  that  he  knew  that  Elizabeth  Reed  was  in  possession  of  the  premises  before  and 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1803;  that  the  plot  of  the  land  claimed  was  made  by  him;  that  it  was  accurately  laid  down 
according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief:  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  29th  instant. 

Thursday,  March  29, 1804.  . 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  'Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers.  ■ 

Edna  Bilbo,  administratrix  of  Matthew  Bilbo,  deceased,  case  No.  105  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  131 
on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  four  hundred  and  one  acres,  under  the section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  her  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  Zd  day  of  March,  1803, /or  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  29, 1804. 
tlease  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  on  an  island  called  Bilbo's  island,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  the  most  northernmost  part  of  the  island,  and  running  down  the  eastward  river  to  the  con- 
fluence of  the  same;  thence,  up  the  southwest  river,  to  the  confluence  of  the  creek  known  by  the  name  of  Bilbo's 
creek;  thence,  northwardly,  to  the  beginning,  containing  four  hundred  and  one  acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and 
marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  is  claimed  by  Edna  Bilbo,  for  the  heirs  of  Mat- 
thew Bilbo,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by 
said  act.    To  all  which  she  begs  leave  to  refer.  ,    , 

EDNA  BILBO, 
For  the  heirs  of  Matlhetv  Bilbo. 
I  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  16th  March,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon.    Chain  carriers,  George  Farrarand  Cornelius  Rain. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1.  page  452,  by  Edw.  Lloyd  Wailbs,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  chain  carriers  above  named  were  sworn  before  Figures  Lewis,  Esq.  Justice  of  Peace. 

The  claimant  produced  letters  of  administration  granted  to  her,  and  duly  authenticated,  bearing  date  8th  of 
April,  1804. 

John  Callier  and  Cornelius  Rain  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated,  they  de- 
posed, that  they  had  no  interest,  nor  did  they  expect  any,  in  this  claim. 

The  said  Callier  testified,  that  Matthew  Bilbo  came  to  this  county  with  him,  in  the  winter  of  the  year  1797,  und, 
as  he,  Callier,  believed,  cultivated  the  land  in  question,  in  the  year  1798,  and  continued  to  cultivate  the  same  until 
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his  death;  that  his  wife  had  cultivated  the  same  ever  since;  that  the  land,  b^ing  low  ground,  was  subject  to  be  inun- 
dated, and  therefore  not  suitable  to  build  and  live  upon;  that  Matthew  Bilbo  built'his  dwelling  house  on  the  hi"1i 
land  near  the  same,  and  that  he  was.  in  the  year  1797,  the  head  of  a  family.  '^ 

The  said  jRain  testified  the  same,  as  did  said  Callier,  excepting tlie  words  "  with  him,"  which  wo'dsRain  omitted. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
then  in  question,  and  made  the  plot  exhibited  to  the  Board,  which  gave  a  true  representation  of  said  land;  ihat  it  had 
such  marks  natural  as  are  therein  represented,  and  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  fur  consideration. 

BuiDGET  Burke,  administratrix  of  William  Burke,  deceased,  case  No.  lOG  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and 
No.  83  on  the  books  of  the  Register.  '     ' 

Claim.— A.  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Thomas  Jones,  under 
the section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  her  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  viz:  '' 

To  the  Cominissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  Zd  day  of  March,  1803. for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Teroiessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  sassafras  on  the  river  bank,  and  running  north,  seventy-three  degrees  west,  one  hundred 
and  one  chains  and  twenty  links,  to  a  water  oak;  thence,  north,  seventeen  degrees  east,  forty  chains,  toa  cypress; 
thence,  south,  eighty  degrees  west,  fifty-seven  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  ten  degrees  east,  fifty  chains,  to  a  pine 
on  Bilbo's  creek;  thence,  down  said  creek  to  the  river,  and  up  the  various  courses  ot  the  river  to  the  beginning;  and 
hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  ar'ificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  the  widow  Bridget  Burke,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from 
Thomas  Jones  to  the  deceased  William  Burke;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established 
east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  she  begs  leave  to  refer,  as'also  to  a  copy  of 
the  plot  herewith  filed.  ■ 

BRIDGET  BURKE,  her  x  mark, 
March  26,  1804.  Mministratrix  of  her  deceased  husband,  fflllium  Burke. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  March  22,  1804,  by  John  Dease.     Chain  bearers,  James  Dean  and  James  Powel. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  241,  by  Edw.  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  claimant  produced  letters  of  administration  to  her,  duly  granted  and  authenticated,  bearing  date  the  16th 
day  of  September,  1803. 

Ephraim  Barker  and  Francis  Stringer  were  presented  as  vyifnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Thomas  Jones,  the  person  in  whose  right 
the  present  claimant  appears,  moved  his  family  on  to  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1796;  made  a  crop  thereon  in 
1797;  that  his  family  continued  to  reside  there  until  the  last  part  of  the  year  1798,  when  William  Burke,  now  de- 
ceased, purchased  the  possession  and  improvements  which  Jones  had  made,  and  removed  there  with  his  family,  and 
there  continued  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  course  of  last  year;  that  the  said  Thomas  Jones 
was  the  head  of  a  family  in  the  year  1797. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Ann  Lawrence's  case.  No.  107  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  133  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim- — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act.  * 

The  claimant  presented  her  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1 803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  river  bank,  and  runs  south,  seventeen  degrees  west,  crossing  a  small 
branch  at  forty  chains  ninety  links,  another  at  sixty-six  chains,  in  all,  eighty-eight  chains,  to  a  large  pine  corner; 
thence,  north,  seventy -three  degrees  west,  crossing  Brewer's  mill  creek  at  sixty  chains,  about  two  chains  below  the 
mill,  in  all,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  north,  seventeen  degrees  east,  seventy-two  chains,  to  a  water 
oak,  George  Brewer's  corner,  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning,  containing  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the 
plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Ann  Lawrence,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is 
now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said 
act.    To  all  which  she  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Joseph  Lawrence,  for 

March  28tl),  1804.  ANN  LAWRENCE. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  13th  February,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  Kenith  Hutson  and  David  Gains,  Junior. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  456,  by  Edw.  Lloyd  AVailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  .««^j«/fr. 

Young  Gains  and  George  Brewer,  Junior,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  testified,  that  they  had  no  interest  whatever  in  this  claim;  that  Ann  Lawrence  had  inhabited  and 
cultivated  upon  the  land  then  in  question  ever  since  the  year  1795;  that  she  was,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1797,  above 
twenty-five  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Dunn's  case.  No.  108  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  152  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres,  one  rood,  and  thirty-nine  poles,  under 
the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  ef  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  woi-ds  and 
figures,  viz:  • 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Tombigbee  river,  butted  on  said  river,  and 
bounded  north  by  the  claim  of  Francis  Stnnger,  and  on  the  west  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the  south  by  the  claim  of 
Nathan  Blackwell,  beginning  on  Stringer's  maple  corner,  on  the  river  bank,  and  runs  with  his  line  south,  sixty-two 
degrees  west,  thirty  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  bay  corner;  thence,  north,  forty-three  degrees  west,  twenty-four  chains. 
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to  a  stake,  with  two  sassafras  and  a  mulbeiiy  pointers;  thence,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  seventy-three  chains, 
to  a  small  pine  corner:  thence,  south,  forty-three  degrees  east,  seventeen  chains,  to  a  small  red  oak  corner;  thence 
north,  thirty-eight  degrees  east,  twelve  chains  fifteen  links  to  a  stake,  Nathan  Blackwell's  corner;  thence  with  his 
line  south,  sixty-eight  degrees  east,  sixty -three  chains,  (passing  Blackwell's  sweet  giun  corner  one  chain  fifty  links) 
to  a  stake  corner  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning,  having  such  marks,  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres,  one  rood, and 
thirty-nine  polls:  is  claimed  by  John  Dunn,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  in  the  year  1802,  and  now  exhibited 
unto'the  Register  of  the  Land  Ofiice,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all 
which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOHN  DUNN. 
March  24,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  24th  March,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  Kinchen  Boykin  and  Rice  Wells. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  481,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  chain  carriers,  Boykin  and  Wells,  were  sworn  before  John  Callier,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Francis  Boykin  and  Francis  Stringer  ^Yere  produced  as  witnesses, and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by'.the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim;  that  John  Dunn,  the  present 
claimant,  built  a  house  and  moved  his  family  on  to  the  land,  then  in  question,  in  the  year  1802;  that  he  had  continu- 
ed to  live  there  ever  since,  and  made  a  crop  on  the  land  in  1803;  that,  on  the  3d  of  March  of  that  year  he  was  the 
head  of  a  family.  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Malone's  case,  No.  109  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  146  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  the  Zd  day  of  March,  l^OZ,  for  receiving  and  ad- 
justing tlie  claims  to  lands  aonlh  of  the  Tennessee,  and  cast  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  Washington 
county,  butted  on  said  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  claim  of  Colonel  John  Callier,  on  the  west  by  vacant 
land,  and  on  the  south  by  the  claim  of  Francis  Stringer,  beginning  on  an  elm,  on  the  river  bank.  Colonel  Callier's 
lower  corner;  and  runs  with  his  line  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  twenty-four  chains  eighty-six  links,  to  an 
ironwood  corner;  thence,  south,  thirty-seven  degrees  east,  forty-four  chains  seventy-five  links,  to  a  white  oak  cor- 
ner; thence,  north,  forty -seven  degrees  east,  thirty-two  chains,  to  a  white  oak  corner,  an  agreed  line  between  the 
claimant' and  F.  Stringer;  thence,  south,  forty-three  degrees  east,  thirty  chains,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  north, 
sixty-three  degrees  east,  forty-one  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  lar^e  ash,  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the 
river,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  contain- 
ing three  hundred  and  thirty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Thomas  Malone,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the 
above  recited  act,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  re- 
corded as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

March  23,  1804.  T.  MALONE. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  23d  March,  1804,  by  J.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  Noah  Pelcherand  Francis  Stringer. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  473, by  Edward  Llovd  Wailes,  for 

'     •  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  above  named  chain  carriers  were  sworn  before  Figures  Lewis,  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

John  Callier  and  James  Callier,  Esquires,  vveie  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case;  that  Thomas  Malone.  the  present  claimant, 
went  to  reside  on  the  Jand  in  question  in  the  year  1802,  and  had  cultivated  it  ever  since,  and  resided  there  on  the  3d 
of  March- 1803;  thathe  was,  at  that  time,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  • 

James  Callier,  representative  of  Bryant  and  Snelgrove;  case  commenced  in  page  651. 

James  Griffin  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  testified,  that  the  parties  Jesse  Briant  and 
Henry  Snelgrove  executed  and  delivered  the  writing  presented  to  the  Board,  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1800, 
for  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  agVeeably  to  the  tenor  thereof,  as  it  had  been  read  to  him;  that  he  made  his 
mark  as  a  witness  to  the  same,  as  did  also  Samuel  Griffin  witness  the  same  in  his  presence. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Edward  Creighton,  representative  of  Benjamin  King;  case  commenced  in  page  699. 

John  Callier,  Esquire,  was  presented  ?is  a  witness,  and  being  duly  sworn,  testified,  that  in  the  year  1801,  he  went 
in  company  with  Benjamin  King  to  look  out  a  piece  of  vacant  land  on  which  to  erect  a  cotton  gin;  that  he  pitched 
upon  the  land  now  in  question,  and  according  to  his,  the  witness's,  best  recollection,  erected  his  cotton  gin  there 
in  the  same  year,  or  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1802,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  after  the  3d  of  March, "1803; 
that,  on  that  day,  King  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Heirs  of  James  Copelen,  case  No.  110  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  66  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the_act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Three  River  lake,  on  the  west  side  of  Tom- 
bigbee river,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  the  bank  of  the  Three  River  lake, on  a  water  oak;  rpnning, 
thence,  up  the  branch  of  the  lake  north,  nine  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees 
west,  twelve  chains,  to  Barker's  corner,  on  a  sweet  gum;  thence,  the  same  course,  continued  with  his  line  eighty 
chains,  to  the  other  corner,  on  a  sweet  gum;  course  still  continued  twenty-four  chains,  to  a  sweet  gum,  on  the  Boggy 
swamp;  course  continued  fifty'Seven  chains  further,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  west,  thirty-eight 
chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully 
represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  James  Copelen, 
deceased,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  as  a  donation,  aiHl  is  now  exhibited  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all 
which  they  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

•  rj  F  ^.^^  jj^.^.^  ^j.  j^jjES  COPELEN. 

March  24,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  the  20th  of  March,  1804,  by  Natt.  Christmas.    Chain  bearers,  Edward  Smith  and  William  Rain. 

Etnered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  189,  by  Edwahp  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
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Ephraim  Barker  and  Elizabeth  Bates  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
ithe  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case:  and  the  said  Bai-ker  testified  that  James  Copelen, 
deceased,  built,  settled,  and  improved  on  the  tract  of  land  then  in  question,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1797;  that 
he  made  a  crop  on  the  same  in  the  year  1798,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate,  the  same  from  the  year  1797 
until  his  death,  which  happened  about  one  year  since;  that  said  Copelen  was  the  head  of  a  family  in  the  year  1797. 

The  said  Elizabeth  testified,  that  James  Copelen,  deceased,  inhabited  the  land  then  in  question,  between  seven 
and  eight  years  last  past,  and  did  continue  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  his  decease,  which  happened  about 
one  year  since;  and  that  said  Copelen  was  the  head  of  a  family  when  he  settled  upon  this  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Sullivant's  case.  No.  Ill  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  150  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
C/aim.— A  right  of  pre-emption  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz:  ■  . 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  tret  qf  Congress  passed  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or  receiving 
and  adjiisling  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  TombigbcS  river,  in  the  county 
of  Wasliington,  beginning  at  a  black  gum,  thence,  running  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  sixty  chains,  to  a  pine; 
thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  sixty  chains,  to 
a  stake;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  east,  forty  chains,  to  the  beginning:  containing  two  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by 
Thomas  Sullivant,  in  And  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  annexed. 

THOMAS  SULLIVANT.  his  X  mark. 

March  28,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  by  William  Gilliam.    Chain  carriers,  Owen  Sullivant  and  Thomas  Sullivant. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  479,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Begister. 

Ephraim  Barker  and  John  Denley  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  the  claimant  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land 
then  in  question  on  the  -3d  of  March,  1803;  and  that  he  was  on  that  day  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Sullivant,  Junior's,  case.  No.  112  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  149  on  the  books  of  the 
Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  foUowiiig  words 
andfigures,  to  wit: 

To  tlie  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1 803,  for  receiv 
ing  and  adjttsling  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Three  River  lake,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
beginning  on  a  hickory;  thence,  north,  thirty-eight  degrees  east,  thirty-seven  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south, 
sixty-four  degrees  east,  seventy-six  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  four  degrees  east,  twenty-six  chains,  to  a 
hickory  corner;  thence,  up  the  Three  River  lake,  as  is  plotted,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  fonns  and  marks, 
both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres: 
is  claimed  by  Thomas  Sullivant,  Junior,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  pre-emption;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Ofliice,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy. of  the  plot  herewith  tiled. 

Thomas  Sullivant,  his  x  mark,  for 
March,  1804.  THOMAS  SULLIVANT,  Jin. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed,  9th  of  March,  1804,  by  Natt.  Christmas".    Chain  beaters,  John  Wheat,  James  Bilbo. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  478,  by  Edwd.  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Begister. 

Thomas  Sullivant,  Senior,  and  Ephraim  Barker  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  inter- 
rogated by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  i\\e.y  were  not  in  any  way  interested  in  this  claim;  thst  the  land  in 
question  being  low  land,  and  subject  to  annual  inundation,  could  not  be  built  upon,  but  Thomas  Sullivant,  Junior, 
the  claimant,  cultivated  on  the  same  from  the  year  1802,  by  himself  or  representative,  until  the  then  present  time; 
and  that  said  Thomas  Sullivant  was,  on  the  3d  of  March  1803,  the  head  ot  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Sanders  Rea's  case,  No.  113  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  78  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

'  Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  waters 
of  Johnson's  creek,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  water  oak,  and  running  thence,  north,  twenty- 
two  degrees  east,  thirty-one  chains  seventy-five  links,  to  a  water  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  sixty-eight  degrees 
west,  fifty  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-two  degrees  west,  thirty-one  chains  seventy-five  links,  to  a  pine  corner; 
thence,  south,  sixty-eight  degrees  east,  fifty  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres:  is  claimed  by 
Sanders  Rea,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  act,  as  a  pre-emption;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer, 
as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

SANDERS  REA,  his  x  mark. 

March  28,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  by  Robert  Ligon. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  226,  by  Edwd.  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Begister. 

Solomon  Boykin  and  Jonas  Rea,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  sworn  before  John  Callier  and 
Figures  Lewis,  Esquires,  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
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Robert  Ligon  and  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
■  by  the  Hoard,  they  testified,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  they  believed  that  Sanders  Rea 
had  inhabited  upon  the  land  then  claimed  from  the  year  1802  until  the  then  present  time;  that  he  was,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1803,  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  said  Ligon  further  testified,  that  this  land  was  surveyed  by  him;  that  the  plot  then  presented  to  the  Board 
gave  a  true  representation  of  the  land  then  claimed;  that  John  Brewer,  Esquire,  claims  about  fifty  acres  thereof, 
from  the  north  side,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  donation. 

The  Boaid  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Richard  S.  Bryan  and  Gkorge  Brewer,  Senior;   case  commenced  In  page  711. 

James  Huckaby,  one  of  the  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  was  sworn  before  William  Pierce,  Justice 
ol'  Peace. 

John  Gordon  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  inferrogated  by  the  Board,  testified,  that  he 
was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  he  saw  laboreis  in  the  employment  and  for  the  use  of  Richard  S.  Bryan,  im- 
proving upon  the  land  then  in  question,  in  the  uionth  of  February,  1803;  that  lie  believed  that  said  land  had  been  in 
a  continual  state  of  improvement  from  the  eaid  month  of  February,  1303,  until  the  then  present  time;  and  that  he 
believed  the  said  B^-yan  was,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Sluder  inhabited  and  dultivated  within  the  limits  of  the  tract  now  claimed,  and 
about  what  time,  and  for  whose  use.? 

Answer.  I  saw  John  Sludei-  living  within  the  liniits  of  the  tract  of  land  now  in  question  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1803;  but  whether  for  his  own  account,  or  for  the  benefit  of  said  Bryant,  1  do  not  know. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Callter,  representative  of  Adam  HoUinger;  case  commenced  in  page  688. 

Noah  Pelcher  and  Francis  Stringer,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  swoin  before  Figures  Lewis, 
Esquire,  Justice  of  Peace. 

John  Baker,  George  Brewer,  and  Francis  Boykin,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and 
interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  whatever  in  this  case. 

The  said  Baker  testified,  that  Wilford  Hoggatt,  the  person  in  whose  favor  tlie  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  for 
the  land  in  question  issued,  was  a  resident  on  said  land  at  and  before  the  date  of  said  warrant,  in  the  year  1798, 
and  did  perform  the  conditions  on  which  said  warrant  was  to  become  valid;  that  he  was,  at  the  date  of  said  warrant, 
more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family;  that  said  land  had  been  annually  cultivated  ever 
.since,  by  some  person  holding  under  said  Hoggatt;  and  that,  in  the  year  1795,  it  was  cultivated  by  AdamHollinger, 
a  resident  in  this  county,  then  claiming  said  land  by  a  title  derived  from  said  Hoggatt. 

The  said  Brewer  testified,  that  he  came  to  this  country  in  the  year  1791,  and  that  Wilford  Hoggatt  then  lived 
upon  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question;  and,  from  that  period,  agreed  with  the  testimony  of  John  Baker,  as  above; 
and  further,  that  he.  Brewer,  heard  W'illbrd  Hoggatt  say,  that  he  had  sold  said  land  to  Leonard  Marbury;  and  also 
understood,  from  the  information  of  others,  that  Marbury,  by  iiis  attorney,  John  Joyce,  sold  the  same  to  Adam 
Hollinger.  , 

The  said  Boykin  testified,  that,  when  he  came  to  this  country,  in  the  year  1791,  Hoggatt  was  in  the  possession 
of  the  said  land;  that,  about  the  year  1783,  Hoggatt  sold  to  Marbury,  who  afterwards  sold,  by  his  attorney,  Joyce, 
to  Adam  Hollinger,  who  cultivated  the  same  in  1795;  that  said  land  had  been  peaceably  possessed  and  cultivated 
by  the  several  persons,  holding  title  under  said  Hoggatt,  to  the  then  present  time. 

Francis  Boykin,  representative  of  Adam  Hollinger;  case  commenced  in  page  687. 

Francis  Stringer,  George  Brewer,  Junior,  John  Baker,  and  Nathan  Blackwell.  were  presented  as  witnesses, 
and.  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim. 

The  said  Brewer  and  Stringer  testified,  that,  in  the  year  1795,  Adam  Hollinger  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land 
in  question;  that  they  believed  that  said  Boykin  entered  into  the  possession  thereof  in  the  year  1796;  that  he  had 
ever  since  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same;  that  Adam  Holjinger,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1795,  was  the 
head  of  a  family. 

The  said  Stringer  further  testified,  that  he  heard  the  said  Hollinger  say  that  he  had  sold  and  transferred  said 
land  to  Francis  Boykin  for  a  valuable  consideration. 

The  said  Baker  testified,  that  Adam  Hollinger  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  on  the  land  then  in  question  in  May, 
1795;  that  he.  Baker,  knew  that  the  same  had  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  ever  since,  either  by  said  Hollinger, 
or  Francis  Boykin,  the  present  claimant;  that  Adam  Hollinger,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1795,  was  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  said  Blackwell  testified,  that,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  Adam  Hollinger  inhabited  and  cultivated  the" 
land  in  question;  that  he  had  heard  said  Hollinger  say  that  he  had  sold  the  same  to  Francis  Boykin;  and  that  Boy- 
kin entered  into  the  possession  thereof  on  the  day  that  Hollinger  quitted  the  same,  which  he,  Blackwell,  believed 
>vas  in  the  month  of  December,  1795;  that  said  Boykin  had  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  on  said  land  ever 
since. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Brewer,  representative  of  Charles  Arbon  Demoy;  case  commenced  in  page  685. 

Hiram  Mounger  and  Ephraim  Barker  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that,  from  the  year  1791,  until  the  27th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1795,  and  afterwards,  Charles  Arbon  Demoy,  by  his  slaves,  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question: 
that  they  believed  that  said  Charles  Arbon  Demoy  was,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1787,  n)ore  than  twenty-one  years 
of  age. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  then  presented 
to  the  Board  exhibited  a  true  representation  of  the  land  then  claimed;  that  he  surveyed  the  same;  that  he  knew  of 
no  other  claim  which  interfered  with  said  land,  and  believed  there  was  none. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Denley,  representative  of  Daniel  Ward;  case  commenced  in  page  693. 

Hiram  Mounger  and  George  Dickey,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  William  H. 
Haigrave,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Hiram  Mounger  and  Ephraim  Barker  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  in  any  way  interested  in  this  case;  that,  in  the  year  1791,  the  land  ir. 
question  had  the  appearance,  and  they  believed  was  cultivated  many  years  previous  thereto;  that  it  had  been  culti- 
vated every,  year  since  that  time;  and  that  James  Denley  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  same,  by  his  slaves,  on  the  27th 
day  of  October,  1795. 

John  Baker  and  Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Baker 
testified,  that,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1787,  Daniel  Ward  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age;  that  Ward  culti- 
vated the  same  land  in  question,  agreeable  tu  the  tenor  of  his  Spanish  grant  for  the  same;  and  that  James  Denley 
cultivated  the  same,  by  his  slaves,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795;  that  said  land  being  subject  to  inundations  prevents 
it  from  being  a  proper  site  for  u  dwelling-house  or  houses  to  be  built  upon. 

The  said  Bilbo  testified,  that  he  surveyed  the  land  then  in  question;  that  the  ijlot  exhibits  a  true  representation 
of  the  land  claimed,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  weretherein  laid  down;  th^t  there  were  no  lines  of 
other  claims  that  interfered  with  that;  that  its  lines  did  not  interfere  with  those  of  any  othei-  claim  that  he  knew  of. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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James  Denley,  representative  of  Solomon  Johnson;  case  commenced  in  page  690- 

Hiram  Mounger  and  Ephraim  Barker  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  whatever  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  year  1795,  the  land  in  ques- 
tion was  cultivated  by  Solomon  Juhnson,  or  for  his  use;  that  he  was  then  a  resident  in  this  county;  and  that  they 
fully  believe,  from  his  appearance,  that  he  was  at  that  time  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
then  in  question,  and  made  the  plot  then  exhibited  to  the  Board,  which  gave  a  correct  view  of  the  land  in  question. 
and  had  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  in  that  plot  represented,  and  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  interfering 
lines. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for-consideration. 

James  Denlev's  case,  commenced  in  page  689. 

George  Dickey  and  James  Donally,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  and  also  for  the  survey  in  the  said 
Denley's  preceding  case,  were  sworn  before  William  H.  Hargrave,  Justice  of.  the  Peace. 

John  Brewer,  Esquire,  and  Hiram  Mounger,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interro- 
gated by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  thijt  from,  and  previous  to.  the  year  1791, 
James  Denley  cultivated  the  land  then  in  question  by  his  slaves  or  tenants,  and  that  he  did  actually  so  cultivate  the 
same  on  the  S7th  day  of  October,  1795;  and  that,  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  1787,  James  Denley,  as  they  believed, 
was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
then  in  question,  and  made  the  plot  then  exhibited  to  the  Board,  which  gave  a  correct  representation  of  said  land, 
as  circumstances  would  enable  him  to  make,  a  part  thereof  being  so  deeply  covered  with  water  as  to  prevent  an 
actual  measurement  thereof  to  be  taken;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  lor  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  30th  instant. 

Friday,  March  30,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Edwin  Lewis,  representative  of  William  Green;  case  commenced  in  page  711. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
tlien  in  question;  that  the  plot  exhibits  a  true  representation  of  the  land  claimed;  that  there  is  an  improvemertt 
clafmed  by  Richard  S.  Biyan,  which  improvement  was  made  by  said  Bryan  within  the  limits  of  said  survey. 

Ann  Lawrence,  representative  of  Moses  Moore;  case  commenced  in  page  688. 

John  Baker,  James  Denley,  Ephraim  Barker,  Daniel  Johnson,  and  Young  Gains,  were  produced  as  witnesses, 
and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case. 

The  said  Baker  and  Denley  testified,  that  they  knew  that  Moses  Moore  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  then 
in  questioii,  from  the  year  1786  until  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  year  1791,  and  that  he  was  the  head  of  a 
family  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  1787. 

The  said  Barker  testified,  that  he  believed  that  Margaret  Moore,  the  widow  of  the  deceased,  left  her  son,  Cor- 
nelius Rain,  on  the  land  then  in  question,  who  did  cultivate  and  inhabit  the  same  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795, 
and  as  he.  Barker,  believed,  for  account  of  the  said  Margaret  Moore. 

The  said  Johnson  testified,  that  he  believed  that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  in  the  year  1795  by  Corne- 
lius Rain;  that  said  Rain  told  him  that  said  cultivation  was  for  his  own  use  and  account;  that  he,  Johnson,  and  his 
father  commenced  cultivation  on  said  land  in  the  year  1800,  as  well  as  he  recollected,  by  the  consent  of  Mrs.  Law- 
rence; that  one  of  them  had  continued  to  cultivate  thereon  ever  since;  that  he  had  heard  his  father,  John  Johnson, 
say  that  he  was  to  pay  Mrs.  Lawrence  rent  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land  the  last  year. 

Question.  Is  Mrs.  Moore,  the  widow  of  Moses  Moore,  dead,  and  at  or  about  what  time  did  she  die.' 

Answer.  She  is  dead,  and  her  death  happened  in  the  year  1800,  according  to  my  best  understanding  and  belief. 

The  said  Gains  testified,  that  in  or  about  the  year  1800  or  1801,  Daniel  Johnson  applied  to  him  to  rent  the  land 
in  question;  that  he  told  him  that  Cornelius  Rain  was  the  proper  person  to  apply  to  for  that  purpose,  as  Mrs.  Moore, 
then  Mrs.  Linder,  had  the  use  of  it,  by  will,  during  her  life-time,  atid  that  he  believed  that  Cornelius  Rain,  her  son. 
acted  as  her  agent;  he,  Johnson,  replied  and  said,  that  Mrs.  Linder,  late  Mrs.  Moore,  was  deceased;  he.  Gains, 
then  told  him  he  would  speak  to  Mrs.  Lawrence,  and  accordingly  did  so;  that  she  agreed  that  it  should  be  rented 
to  Mr.  Daniel  Johnson,  or  his  father,  John  Johnson,  for  the  consideration  that  he  would  put  and  keep  up  a  good  and 
sufficient  fence  round  the  field,  which  he  or  they  agreed  to  do,  and,  as  he  believed,  did  do. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

The  heihs  of  James  McGrew,  case  commenced  in  page  686. 

Young  Gains<  Juit.  and  Dawson  Grimes,  chain  carriei-s  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  ^^'illiam 
Pierce,  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

George  Brewer,  Jun.  and  Francis  Boykin  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  in  any  way  interested  in  this  claim;  that  they  knew  that  .Tames. 
McGrew,  deceased,  did,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  inhabit  and  cultivate,  before  and  since,  upon  a  tract  of  land 
lying  below  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  but  they  could  not  say  whether  the  land  so  inhabited  anil 
cultivated  lay  within  the  lines  represented  by  the  plot  then  exhibited  to  the  Board;  that  they  believed  that  the  said 
James  McGrew  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1788. 

John  Baker  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  knew  that  James  McGrew  did 
cultivate  and  inhabit  on  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1788,  and  that  James  McGrew,  or  his  family,  cultivated  on 
the  same  land  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795;  that  said  James  McGrew  was,  on  the  9th  day  of  February.  1788, 
the  head  of  a  family,  and  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Brewer,  Jun..  representative  of  Valentine  Dubroca;  case  commenced  in  page  684. 

John  Baker,  James  Denley,  and  Hiram  Mounger,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  inter- 
rogated by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  intei-est  in  this  case. 

The  said  Baker  and  Denley  testified,  that,  from  the  year  1787  until  1796,  Valentine  Dubroca,  by  his  son  and 
slaves,  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question,  and  that  he  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1795;  and  that  tlie  said  Dubroca  was,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1787,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of 
age. 

The  said  Mounger  testified,  that,  from  the  year  1791  until  1796,  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  by  the  over- 
seer and  slaves  of  Valentine  Dubroca  and  Dominique  de  Olive. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
in  question;  that  the  plot  exhibits  a  true  and  correct  representation  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  Spanish 
warrant  of  survey  under  which  it  was  claimed,  and  had  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  repre- 
sented. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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The  HEIRS  OF  Emanuel  Cheney,  case  No.  114  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  144  on  the  books  of  the  Re- 
gister. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  two  hundred  and  fifty -three  acr^s,  two  roods,  and  twenty-six  poles,  is,  repre- 
sentatives of  Levin  Hainsworth,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  suuveyor's  plot  of  the  land  clain)ed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:      . 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  .3rf  day  of  March,  1803, /or  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  in  Washington  county,  on  the  waters  of  McGrew's 
creek,  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land?  beginning  at  a  post  oak,  and  runs  north,  seventy-three  degrees  east, 
fifty-five  chains,  to  a  red  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  fourteen  degrees  east,  sixteen  chains  ten  links,  to  a  large  red  oak; 
thence,  north,  sixty-one  degrees  west,  sixty  chains  sixteen  links,  to  a  post  oak  corner;  thence,  south,  thirty -five 
degrees  west,  twenty-seven  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  post  oak;  tlience,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres,  two  roods,  and 
twenty-six  poles:  is  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Emanuel  Cheney,  legal  representatives  of  Levin  Hainsworth,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  esta- 
blished east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

SALLY  CHENEY,  Mminislratrix, 

3.  3.  M^GREW,  Admin,  of  the  estate  of  Emanuel  Chenm,  deceased, 
Legal  representatives  of  Levin  Hainsiuorth. 
March  29,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.]  ^ 

Surveyed  March  29th,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  William  McGrew  and  William  Kerr. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  471,  by  Edward  Lloyd.  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

William  Hunt  and  John  Gordon  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  this  claim;  that  Levin  Hainsworth  inhabited 
and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  before  that  time;  that  he,  Hainsworth,  was, 
on  the  said  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  the  head  of  a  family;  that  Levin  Hainsworth  had  told  them  that  he  sold  and 
delivered  his  possession  and  improvements  to  the  said  Emanuel  Cheney,  deceased,  for  a  valuable  consideration; 
that  they  believed  that  said  bargain  took  place  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1803;  th^t,  in  the  latter  part  otthat  year, 
said  Hainsworth  removed  therefrom,  and  said  Emanuel  Cheney  entered  into  the  possession  of  the  same,  and  did 
inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1803. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  swotn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the 
land  then  in  question,  and  made  the  plot  exhibited  to  the  Board,  which  gave  a  true  representation  of  the  land  claim- 
ed ;  that  there  were  no  lines  that  interfered  With  that  claim,  and  that  its  lines  did  not  interfere  with  any  other  claim; 
that  he  believed  all  the  adjoining  land  to  be  vacant. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Brewer,  Junior's,  case.  No.  115  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  134on  the  books.of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres,  two  roods,  and  thirty-sis  poles,' under  the  second 
section  of  the  act.  ■  .  .•.";. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Confess  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  water  oak,  on  Mrs.  Lawrence's  line,  running  south,  thirty  degrees  west,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  fifty-three  chains  twenty-two  links,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  with  Thomas  Malone's  line,  north,  thirty  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty  chains,  to  a  sycamore  on 
the  river;  thence,  with  the  river  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  dre 
fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  twenty- nine  acres,  two  roods,  and  thirty-six  poles: 
is  claimed  by  George  Brewer,  Jun.  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation;  and  is  now 
exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  lecorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

.  ,  GEO. -BREWER.JuN. 

March  28,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  for  George  Brewer  by  T.  Malone. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  458,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for  '  ..  ' 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Hiram  Mounger,  James  Denley,  and  John  Baker  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they 
deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  George  Brewer,  Jun.  had  been  in  the  unintewupted  cultivation 
and  habitation  of  the  land  in  question,  from  the  year  1794,  until  the  30th  of  March,  1804;  and  that  said  Brewer  was 
the  head  of  a  family  in  the  year  1797. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  H.  Hargrave's  case.  No.  116  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  148  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A.  right  of  pre-emption  of  two  hundred  and  sixty -two  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of 
Stephen  Williams,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act.  •  ,  . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  Match,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  nver. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  on  the  Sun- 
flower creek,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  the  commencement  Of  Lee's  and  Denley's  line;  running 
thence,  north,  fifty-five  degrees  west,  seventy  chains,  to  a  post  oak  corner,  on  Watley's  survey;  and  thence,  with 
said  survey,  to  Brashear's  line,  and  with  the  said  line  to  a  white  oak,  and  thence,  a  square,  with  the  said  line,  to  a 
creek  called  the  Sunflower,  and  down  the  said  creek  to  Denley's  line,  and  with  the  said  line  to  the  beginning;  and 
hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fi^lly  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  two 
hundred  and  sixty-two  acres:  is  claimed  by  William  H.  Hargrave,  representative  of  Stephen  Williams,  in  and 
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by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  reft-r, 
as  also  to  a  copy  ot  the  plot  herewith  liled. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE, 
,,  ,  Representative  of  Stephen  M'illiajns. 

.     March  28th,  1804.  .  ./        /' 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  by  Robert  Ligon. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  .vol.  1,  page  476,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Reghtei-. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Stephen  Williams,  duly  executed,  conveying  to  the  said 
William  H.  Hargrave  all  the  said  Williams's  light  and  interest  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  the  improvements 
thereon  made. 

Hiram  Mounger  and  James  Denley  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case;  that  Stephen  Williams  built  a  house  upon  the 
land  then  in  question  in  the  year  I8OI;  that  said  Williams  was  a  blacksmith,  and  continued  to  inhabit  the  land  on 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1803;  and  that  Williams  was,  on  said  3d  day  of  March,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age; 
that  William  H.  Htirgrave.  by  the  consent,  and  under  Williams,  made  a  crop  on  said  land,  in  the  summer  of  said 
year  1803,  and  that  said  Hargrave  continued  in  the  possession  when  Williams  removed  therefrom,  and  was  still 
in  possession  of  the  same;  that  he  had  heard  Stephen  Williams,  the  person  under  whom  said  Hargrave  claims, 
say  that  he  sold  said  land  to  said  Hargrave. 

John  Denley  and  Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Denley 
testified,  that  he  saw  Stephen  vVilliams  sign  and  deliver  the  instrument  of  writing  then  presented  to  the  Board, 
purporting  to  be  a  conveyance  of  the  land  in  question  from  said  Williams  to  said  Hargrave;  and  that  since  James 
Denley  subscribed  his  name  as  a  witness  thereto,  that  said  instrument  of  writing  was  made,  executed,  and  delivered 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  in  and  about  six  months  ago. 

The  said  Ligon  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land  in  question;  that  the  plot  represents  a  true  and  correct  view 
of  the  land  claimed,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  represented. 

Question.  Why  was  said  land  located  in  such  unshapely  form? 

Answer.  I  had  no  chain  carriers,  and  it  is  bounded  on  all  sides  by  other  lands  actually  surveyed  by  me,  and  was 
put  in  the  present  form  to  prevent  an  interference  with  other  claims.  • 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

•     William  H.  Harorave's  case,  No.  117  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  156  on  the  books  of  the  Register- 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  eighteen  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 

figures,  viz: 

To  the  Coitimissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Sunflower  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  Jordan  Morgan's  white  oak  corner,  on  Nicholas  Perkins's  line,  running  thence,  west,  sixty 
chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  twenty!  degrees  west,  fifty-three  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  parallel  with  the  first 
line,  to  Perkins's  sweet  gum  corner,  sixty  chains;  thence,  along  Perkins's  line,  fifty-three  chains,  to  the  beginning; 
having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed 
by  William  H.  Hargrave,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhi- 
bited to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which 
he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  annexed. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE. 
March  29,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed,  March  29,  1804,  by  William  Gilliam. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.'l,  page  486,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Hiram  Mounger  and  John  Denley  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  diily  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board;  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case;  that  William  H.  Hargrave  commenced  to  improve 
upon  the  land  then  in  question  in  the  year  1802,  and  had  ever  since  continued  occasionally  to  labor  thereon;  that  he  had 
rails  split,  and  a  small  piece  of  ground  fenced,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  but  that  the  land  being  subject  to  inunda- 
tion, and  it  being  difficultUo  procure  water  in  the  summer  seasnii,  was,  therefore,  not  a  suitable  place  for  a  habita- 
tion either  for  whites  or  blacks;  that  the  said  Hargrave  had  continued  to  claim  the  said  land  from  the  year  1802, 
until  the  then  present  time;  and  that  Hargrave  was  the  head  of  a  family  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Richard  S.  Bryan  and  Geouge  Brewer,  Sen.;  case  commenced  in  page  711. 

James  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  presented  asa  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land  then 
in  question,  and  that  the  plot  exhibits  a  true  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  arti- 
ficial, as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  he  did  not  know  that  the  lines  of  said  claim  interfered  with  thoseof  any  other 
claim,  except,  on  the  northwest  corner,  it  interfered  with  land  surveyed  under  a  settlement  made  by  Ebenezer  FuT- 
som,  which  interference,  he.  Bilbo,  thought  did  not  contain  more  than  ten  or  twelve  acres. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  what  time  Richard  S.  Bryan  commenced  to  improve  upon  the  land  now  claimed.? 

Answer.  He  commenced  building  a  house  thereon  in  the  month  of  February,  1803,  anil  has  continued  to  improve 
thereon  ever  since. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Young  Gains,  representative  of  Dominique  de  Olive;  case  commenced  in  page  680. 

John  Baker  and  James  Denley  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board, 
they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that,  previous  to  and  from  the  year  1791,  until  the  year  1796,  Do 
minique  de  Olive,  by  his  overseer  and  slaves,  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  in  question  on  the  27th  day 
of  October,  1795;  and  that  Dominique  de  Olive  was.  on  the  15th  of  March,  1788,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  and  Hiram  Mounger,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said 
Mounger  testified,  that,  from  the  year  1791,  until  the  year  1796,  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  by  the  overseer 
and  slaves  of  Dominique  de  Olive  and  Valentine  Dubroca. 

The  said  Bilbo  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land  in  question;  that  the  plot  exhibits  a  true  and  correct  repre- 
sentation of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  under  which  it  was  claimed,  and  had 
guch  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  said  survey  includes  a  small  part  of  the  old  im- 
provement; and  that  the  lines  of  (George- Brewer's  survey  includes  all  the  old  improvement  and  nearly  one-third  ot 
the  land  then  in  question. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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HowEL  DuPREE,  representative  of  William  Hillis;  case  commenced  in  page  663. 

Adam  Hollinger,  and  Robert  Ligon,  surVeyor,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Hoi- 
linger  testified,  that  he  knew  that  William  Hillis  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1797,  and 
did  believe  tliat  he  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  thereon  until  near  the  end  of  that  yearj.and  that  said  William 
Hillis  was,  in  the  year  1797,  above  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  said  Ligon  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land  then  in  question;  that  the  plot  exhibited  a  true  and  correct 
representation  of  the  land  claimed,  and  had  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down. 

Question.  Why  did  you  make  said  survey  of  such. an  unusual  and  uncomely  form.' 

Answer.  I'dld  it  to  avoid  the  lines  of  other  claimants.  _•  ■ 

The  BoaVd  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Calliee,  representative  of  Isabella  Trouillet;  case  commenced  in  page  714. 

Isabella  Campbell  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  instrument  or  writing  of  conveyance 
from  Joseph  Campljell  to  James  Callier,  dated  20th  October,  1802,  being  read  to  her,  she  was  interrogated  and  an- 
sweredas  follows,  viz: 

Question.  Did  you  before  know  of  such  instpJment  or  writing  of  conveyance.'  •    ■        , 

.  Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  sign  it?  •      . 

Answer.  I  was  not  asked  to  sign  it.  . . 

Question.  Do  you  know  that,  by  agreeing  to  this  instrument,  you  convey  the  birth-right  of  your  children.' 

Answer.  I  do  know  it.  ,  '  .  , 

Question.  Has  this  transaction  taken  place  with  your  full  approbation  and  consent? 

Answer.  It  has.  •  , 

Question.  Has  your  husband  made  use  of  no  undue  influence,  persuasion,  or  coercive  means,  to  induce  you  to 
agree  to  this  instrument?  .  '  .  ■ 

Answer.  He  has  not. 

Question.  Who  made  the  first  proposal  to  you  to  sell  such  right  as  you  may  have  in. or  on  the  land  now  in  ques- 
:ion?  •      ■  ■  .  ■  ■      .    ■ 

Answer.  ^ly  husband,  Joseph. Campbell. 

Question.  What  reason  did  your  husband  give  you  to  induce  you  to  part  with  this  property? 

Answer.  He^^ave  none. 

Question.   Wiat  reason  had  you  to  part  with  your  right  to  this  land?  ■     '  , 

Answer.  I  parted  with  it  from  necessity. 

Question.  What  was  the  consideration,  or  do  you  know  of  any  consideration  being  paid  to  your  husband,  foryouc 
right  in  and  to  this  land?  . 

Answer.  It  was  a  bargain  and  sale  made  by  my  husbaijd,  and  I  do  not  know  what  consideration  was  given. 

Question.  How  came  you  to' part  with  the  property  of  your  children,  without  knowing  there  was  some  considera- 
tion paid  therefoi?  ■  ,'  '. 
^Answe;'.  I  gave  my  consent.                                                         •     ' 

Doctor  John  Chastang  and  Wilson  Carman,  being  under  oath,  deposed,  that  they  had  well  and  truly,  ac6ording 
to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  ability,  interpreted  the  oath  administered  to  the  witness,  and  the  iiiterrogatories  putby 
the  Board  to  the  witness,  and  her  answers  to  those  interrogatories.  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  ^  .  . 

Edm.und  Smith's  case,  commenced  in  page  708. 

Sterling  Dupree  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed, 
that  he  was  not  interested  in  this  ease;  and  further  testified,  in  the  same  words  as  Howel  Dupree  had  done,  whose 
testimony  is  recorded  in  page  370.  .  '       ,' 

William  Hunt,  representative  of  Dennis  McClendon,  case  No.  118  on  the  decket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  136 
on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  eighty -nine  acres  and  two  poles,  under  the  third  sectign  of 
the  act.  .  .  ■ 

The  claimant  presented  his  clainx,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz:  •   ■ 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
.  ceiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  soiith  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  tli§  following  tract  of  land,  [situated  in  Washington  county,  on  the  waters  of  Laura's 
creek,  butted  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  beginning  on  a  pine,  and  runs  north,  fifty  degrees  west,  thirty- 
eight  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  small  pine  corner;  thence,  north,  forty-five  degrees  east,  crossing  a  branch  at  twenty 
chains,  in  all  fifty  six  chains,  to  a  large  red  oak  corner;  thence,  south,  thirty-five  degrees  east,  nineteen  chains  sixty- 
five  links,  to  a  black-jack  corner,  on  John  F.  M'Grew's  line;  thence  south,  eighteen  degrees  east,  crossing  a  branch 
at  nine  chains  forty  links,  again  at  fifty,  and  again  at  seventy  links,  in  all  twenty-two  chains  seventy  links,  to  a  white 
oak  corner;  thence,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  an- 
nexed, containing  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  acres  and  two  poles:  is  claimed  by  William  Hunt,  legal  representative 
of  Dennis  McClendon,  who  was  the  legal  representative  of  John  Sluder,  who  was  the  legal  representative  of  Levin 
Hainsworlh,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and  now  exnibited  unto  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  .leave 
U)  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

WILLIAM  HUNT. 
_  March  1'9,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  19th  March,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.    Chain  carriers.  Shields  Marsh,  John  Hopkins. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  446,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  Marsh  and  Hopkins,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  sui"vey,  were  sworn  before  JohnMcGrevv,  Justice 
of  Peace.  . 

Samford  McClendon  and  John  Gordon  were  presented  as  witnesses, and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case. 

The  said  McClendon  testified,  that  he  moved  to  thid  country  about  three  years  since;  that  Henry  Sluder  came 
with  him;  that,  soon  after  their  arrival,  he  was  present  when  said  Henry  Sluder  purchased  the  land  and  improve- 
ment now  in  question,  from  Levin  Hainsworth;  that  he  heard  Henry  Sluder  tell  John  Sluder  to  settle  upon  the 
land  and  improve  it,  and  that  he  might  have  it  if  he  did  not  return;  that  he,  McClendon,  was  also  present  when 
John  Sluder  sold  the  same  to  Dennis  McClendon,  and  when  said  McClendon  sold  to  William  Hunt,  the  present 
claimant;  that  he  knew  that  William  Hunt  inhabited  and  cultivated  thereon  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  and  had 
continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since. 

The  said  Gordon  testified,  that  William  Hunt  did  inhabit  and  cultivate,  on  the  land  in  question  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1803,  and  before  and  since  that  time. 

Question.  Was  William  Hunt  the  head  of  a  family  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803? 

Answer  by  both  of  said  \vitnesses.  He  was. 
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Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
then  in  question;  that  the  plot  represents  a. true  exhibition  of  the  same;  that  there  were  no  lines  of  other  claims  that 
interfered  with  that  claim,  and  that  its  lines  did  not  interfere  with  any  othet,  except  on  the  northwest  corner  of  said 

■  tract,  Hunt's  line  cnissed  the  old  Indian  boundary;  that,  by  this  interference,  he  did  not  include  more  than  one  or 
two  acres  of  land  on  the  Indian  or  north  side  of  said  boundary. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  McGrew,  Sen.  Esq.,  case  No-  119  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  164  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

■  ■  March  29,  1804. 

Please  to  fake  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  county  of  Washington,  on 
the  West  side  of  the  Tombigbee,  beginning  on  a  stake  near  the  house  of  John  McGrew,  Esq.  and  running  north, 
eight  degrees  west,  forty-three  chains,  to  a  holly;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  [east,  eighty-six  chains  seventy-five 
links,  to  a  white  oak;  thence,  south,  thirty-four  degrees  east,  fffty-six  chains  twenty-eight  links,  to  a  poplar;  and 
thence,  south,  twenty-five  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  a  white  oak;  from  thence,  south,  eighty-live  degrees  west, 
fifty-three  chains  and  fifty,  links,  to  a  hickory;  and  from  thence  to  the  beginning;  bpunded  on  the  north  by  lands 
claimed  by  John  Baker,  and  on  the  east  by  Stewart's  old  line,  or  William  Coleman's  lands:  is  claimed  by  John 
McGrew,  Sen.  Esq.  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  for  the  purpose  of  being  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 

■  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  well  as  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOHN  McGREW,  Sen. 
[Plot  omitted.-]  . 

Surveyed  21st  March,  1804,  by  Robei-t  Ligon.  •   '    . 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  497,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

■  John  Rail  and  John  McGrew,  Jun.,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  sworn  before  R.  Harwell,  Jus- 
tice of  Peace. 

Lemuel  Henry,  George  Brewer,  Jun.  and  James  Denley,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and 
interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case. 

The  said  Brewer  and  Denley  testified,  that  John  McGrew,  from  the  year  1791,  and  previous  thereto,  until  the 
then  present  time,  had  inhabited  and  cultivated  upon  the  tract  of  land  jn  question;  and  that  said  McGrew  was  the 
head  of  a  family  in  the  year  1797. 

Question  to  Mr.  Denley.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  John  McGrew,  the  present  claimant,  was  among  the  first 
settlers  above  Bassett's  creek,  after  the  conquest  of  tlys  country  by  the  Spaniards? 

Answer.  He  was. 

The  said  Henry  testified,  that  he  believed  that  John  Linder  subscribed  with  his  own  hand  his  name  to  the 
writing,  certifying  that  a  permit  was  given  to  John  McGrew  to  settle  upon  certain  lands. 

Robert  Ligoii,  surveyol-,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  testified,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
then  in  question;  that  the  plot  exhibited  a  true  representation  of  the  skme,  with  the  marks,  natural  and  artificial^as 
were  therein  laid  down;  that  he  knew  of  no  other  lines  interfering  with  those  of  this  claim,  nor  of  its  lines  interfer- 
ing, with  those  of  any  other  claim,  except  on  the  northwest  corner,  where  it  crossed  a  line,  which  was  supposed  to  be 
the  line  of  a  British  survey;  that  the  interference  included- upwards  of  fifty  acres  of  land. 

Joshua  Howard's  case.  No.  120  on  the  docket.ofthe  Board,  and  No.  121  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — Of  t\vo  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary  Mjoor, 
his  wife,  bjr  virtue  of  a  deed  from  them,  under  the  hrst  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

.  Joshua  Haward,  a  citizen  of  the  Mississippi  territory,,  claims  two  hiindred  and'  fifty  acres  of  land,  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,' in  the  county  of  Washington;  which  tract  of  land  was  originally  granted  to  Arthur 
Moor,  by  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  by  order  of  survey,  bearing  date  in  the  year  1777,  which  order 
of  survey,  together  with  the  necessary  documents  accompanying  the  same,  was  deposited  in  the  proper  office  in 
Pensacola,  and  by  the  said  officer  carried  away  from  there  at  the  evacuation  thereof,  when  captured  by  the  Spaniards; 
and  the  aforesaid  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary,  his  wile,  by  their  deed,  legally  and  fully  executed,  bearing  date  the  5th 
day  of  Jiily,  in  the  year  1780,  did  convey  unto  the  aforesaid  Joshua  Howard  the  aforesaid  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land;  and  the  said  Joshua  Howard  was  an  actual  settler  in  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the  37th  October, 
1795 

JOSHUA  HOWARD. 
[Plot  omitted.  ] 

The  claimant  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

This  indenture,  made  the  fifth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  be- 
tween Arthur,  Moor,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  of  the  district  of  Mobile,  in  the  province  of  West  Florida,  of  the  one  part,  " 
and  Joshiia  Howard,  of  the  district  aforesaid,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  that  the  said  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary,  his 
wife,  fur  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Joshua  Howard, 
the  receipt  whereof  the  said  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  do  hereby  acknowledge,  and  themselves  there- 
with fully  satisfied,  contented,  and  paid,  have  bargained  and  sold,  aliened,  enfeoffed,  released,  and  confirmed, 
and  by  these  presents  do  bargain,  sell,  alien,  enfeoffTx  release,  convey,  and  confirm,  unto,  the  said  Joshua  Howard, 
all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  lying  and  being  in  the  district  and  province  aforesaid,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  Tombigbee,  by  distance  above  the  town  of  Mobile  about  one  hundred  and  five  miles;  bounded  on  the  north- 
east by  said  river,  northwest  by  land  surveyed  for  John  Lott,  and  on  the  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  having  such 
shape,  fochi,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed  to  His  Majesty's  letters 

patent  to  the  said  Arthur  Moor,  bearing  date  the of  ,  and  contains  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres:  to  have 

and  to  hold  the  above  described  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  premises  above  mentioned,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, unto  the  said  Joshua  Howard,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  same 
was  granted  to  the  said  Arthur  Moor  by  the  aforesaid  letters  patent:  and  the  said  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary,  his  wife, 
for  themselves  and  their  heirs,  do  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Joshua  Howard,  his  heirs,  and  assigns, 
that  he,  the  said  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary;,  his  wile,  are  seised  of  a  good,  lawful,  and  indefeasible  state  of  inheri- 
tance, in  fee  simple,  of  and  in  all  and  singular  the  premises  above  mentioned,  and  of  every  part  thereof,  with  the 
appurtenances,  without  any  manner  of  condition,  mortgage,  limitation  of  use  or  uses,  or  other  matter,  cause,  or 
thing,  to  alter,  change,  or  determine  the  same:  and  also,  that  he,  the  said  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  now. 
have  good  rightful  power  and  lawful  authority,  in  their  own  right,  to  bargain,  sell,  and  convey  the  above  described 
tract  of  la,nd  and  premises,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Joshua  Howard,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  to  the 
only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Joshua  Howard,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
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ing  of  these  presentsj  and  that  also  he,  the  said  Joshua  Howard,  his  iieirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  may,  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  peaceably  and  quietly  have,  hold,  occupy,  possess,  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the 
premises  above  mentioned,  to  be  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  without  the  let,  trouble,  hindrance, 
molestation,  interruption,  and  denial  of  him,  the  said  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  their  heirs,  and  assigns, 
and  of  all  and  every  other  person  and  persons  whatever  claiming,  or  to  claim,  by,  from,  or  under  them,  or  any  of 
them:  and  further,  that  he,  the  said  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  and  their  heirs,  and  all  and  every  other 
person  and  persons,  and  their  heirs,  any  thing  having  or  claiming  in  the  premises  above  mentioned,  or  any  part 
thereof,  by,  from,  or  under  him  or  thfem,  shall  and  wdl,  at  all  times  hereafter,  at  the  request  and  cost  of  the  said 
Joshua  Howard,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  make,  do,  and  execute  all  and  every  further  and  other  lawful  and  reasonable 
acts  and  assurances  in  the  law  whatsoever,  for  the  further,  better,  and  more  perfect  conveying  and  assuring  of  the 
premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents.  In 
■witness  whereof,  the  said  Arthur  Moor,  and  Mary,  bis  wife,  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and 
year  first  above  written. 

ARTHUR  A.  MOOR,  his  x  mark. 
•  MARY  MOOR,  her  x  anark. 

Sealed  and  delivered,  [the  words  "and  Mary,  his  wife,"  interlined  before  sealing,] 

in  the  presence  of 

Abkdne^o  Llewellynn, 
William  Joyner. 
On  the  back  of  said  deed  are  endorsements  and  certificates  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to' wit: 
Received  on  thedayof  the  date  of  the  within'  written  indenture,  of  and  from  the  within-named  Joshua  Howard, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  being  in  full  for  the  consideration  money  within  mentioned. 

ARTHUR  A.  "MOOR,  his  x  mark. 
MARY  MOOR,  her  x  mark. 
Witnesses,  Abednego  Llewellynn, 

William  Joyner.  ,  • 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  the  27th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  appeared  before  Willi;tm  Dunbar,  thereunto  authorised,  William  Joyner,  one  of  the  subscribing  wit- 
nesses to  the  within  instrument  of  writing,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say,  that  he  saw  the  within  named 
Arthur  and  Mary  Moor  sign,  seal,  and  deliver  the  within  instrument,  as  their  voluntary  act  and  deed,  and  also  sign 
the  reseipt  hereon  endorsed;  and  that  the  names  Abednego  Llewellynn  and  William  Joyner  are  of  the  proper 
hand-writing  of  the  said  Abednego  Llewellynn,  and  of  him,  this  deponent;  and  I,  having  inspected  the  same,  and 
finding  therein  no  material  erasures,  interlineations,  or  obliterations,  do  hereby  certify  the  same. 

WILLIAM  DUNBAR; 

Judge  of  Probate,  pro  iem. 

.Entered  on  record  in  the  county  of  Adams,  Mississippi  territory,  libei-  A,  pages  13, 13,  14  and  15. 

'         '  "  JOHN  HENDERSON,  Recorder. 

Natchez,  June  10,  1799.  •  .    ,  .  "      ' 

■     The  claimant  exhibited  the  following  papers  in  support  of  his  claim,  to  wit:  •'  "  < 

Mr.  Arthur  More,  To  John  JVIcGilli^ray,  Dr. 

1777,  July  15.    To  4  gallon  rum,  at  6rs.,  1  lb.  sugar,  2  rs.  -  -  -  -  -  8 

"  "  1  barrel  potato  seed,  2  dls.  of  Mr.  L.  in  March,  -  -  -  -         2   '. 

"    Ngv.  29.         2  horse  bells,  at  5  rs.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1 

Cr.  By  cash  paid  Mr.  Little,.  -  -  '  "■ 

.  '  •  -  Owes,      •  - 

To  paid  for  surveying  250  acres  land  for  your  acct.  - 

To  interest  on  dittff,  trom  the  17th  February,  1778,  to  the  4th  of  March,  1780,  js  24  months, 
.17  days,  at  8  per  cent,  per  annum,      -  -  -  -  -  •- 

Cr.  By  cash  had  of  you,  -,  -    '  -  -  _    -     .  -         '      - 


3  8 

28 

$  1.0 
20  1 

3  3i 

■  ■  24  4i 
8  5 

$15  9J 

Mobile,  ith  March,  1780.    Received  the  contents  in  full. 


For  John  McGillivray,  • 

LACHR.  McGILLlVRAY. 


Two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  distant  above  the  town  of  Mo- 
bile, about  one  hundred  and  five  miles,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  said  river,  northwest  by  land  surveyed  for 
John  Lott,  on  the  other  sides  by  vacant  land.  '  .  ■ 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  435,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for . 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS',  Register. 

Thomas  Malone,  John  Callier,  and  James  Denley  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  inter- 
rogated by  the  Board,  said  witnesses  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim.    ' 

The  said  Callier  testified,  that,  in  the' year  1799,  he  wrote  to  Joshua  Howard  offering  to  purchase  the  land  in 
question,  which  he  had  been  informed  belonged  to  Howard;  and  that  he  agreed  to  take  four  hundred  dollars  there- 
for; that  he,  Callier,  accordingly  agreed  with  Howard  for  the  land  in  the  year  1799;  that,  in  consequence  of  said 
agreement,  the  same  was  cultivated  in  the  year  1801;  that,  after  that  time,  the  agreement  for  said  land  entered  into 
between  said  Howard  and  himself  was  cancelled,  and  he  surrendered  to  Howard  all  the  right,  title,  or  claim 
■which  he  had  acquired  under  and  by  the  purchase  or  agreement  with  said  Howard.  . 

The  said  Denley  testified,  that  he  had  heard  that  Joshua  Howard  claimed,  and  continued  to  clann,  said  land, 
under  a  British  title  previous  to  and  since  the  year  1795;  and  did  believe  that,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795, 
Howard  did  reside  within  said  territory,  near  to  the  town  of  Natchez,  and  did  actually  know  that  said  land  was 
not  cultivated,  in  the  year  1795,  by  Howard  or  his  representative;  that  it  was  in  that  year  cultivated  by  Mr.  Elijah 
Thompson,  or  his  widow,  and  for  their  own  use  and  account.  j  c  u       • 

Question  by  Mr.  Gilmore,  attorney  for  the  claimant.  Do  you  know  from  any  circumstance,  and  from  what  cir- 
cumstances, that  Elijah  Thompson,  or  his  widow,  cultivated  this  land  for  his  own  use  and  account.' 

Answer.  They,  or  one  of  them,  have  told  me  that  they  did  cultivate  for  their  own  use  and  account,  and  intended 
claiming  the  land  in  virtue  of  their  settlement. 

The  said  Malone  testified,  that,  in  the  year  1802,  Joshua  Howard,  the  claimant,  came  to  this  country  to  receive 
the  payment  for  the  land  in  question,  in  pursuance  of  a  sale  or  agreement  entered  into,  concerning  the  premises, 
between  said  Howard  and  Colonel  John  Callier;  that,  upon  the  investigation  of  James  Callier,  who  wished  to 
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become  the  purchaser,  under  John  Callier,  questioned  the  ability  of  Howard  to  make  him  a  good  and  sufficient 
legal  title  to  said  land;  and,  therefore,  Howard  and  said  Colonel  John  Callier  agreed  to  cancef  the  agreement  to 
bargain  which  had  been  made  between  them  in  relation  thereto;  that  he,  Malone,  afterwards  rented  the  land  and 
plantation  then  in  question,  the  terms  of  which  lease -will  fully  appear  by  an  instrument  of  writing  signed  by  Joshua 
Howard  and  the  said  Malone,  and  dated  the  fifth  day  of  October,  1802,  which  was  theu  before  the  Board. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
then  in  question,  and  made  said  plot,  which  exhibits  a  true  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  with  such  marks 
natural  and  artificial,  as  were  theiein  laid  down;  that,  in  making  said  survey,  he  found  marked  trees  which 
appeared  to  be  evidences  of  an  ancient  line. 

The  Board  ordered'  that  the  ease  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Charles  Casseter's  case,  No.  121  on  the  docket  of  the  Boards  and  No.  155  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  acres,  under  the  third  Section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  lanjl  claimed,  in  the  followin"  wo>-ds 
and  figures,  to  wit:  •  °      " 

To  the  Commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. ' 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  Washin^^ton 
county,  on  the  waters  of  Santybogue  and  Laura's  creek,  bounded  on  allsides  by  vacant  land,  beginning  on  a  hickory, 
and  runs  north,  forty-three  degrees  east,  thirty -one  chains  sixty  links,  (crossing  a  fork  of  his  spring  branch  at  two 
chains  from  the  beginning,)  to  a  stake,  with  a  black-jack  pointer;  thence,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  east,  tliirty-one 
chains  sixty  Imks,  to  a  black-jack  with  two  black-jack  pointers;  thence,  south,  forty-three  degrees  west',  thirty-one 
chains  sixty  links,  to  a*pine  corner;  thence,  north,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  crossing  the  other  prong  of  the  sprin" 
branch  at  twenty-one  chains,  another  small  branch  at  twenty -five  chains,  in  all  thirty-one  chains  sixty  links  to  the 
beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial, as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hundred 
acres:  is  claimed  by  Charles  Casseter,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  bearing  date  December.  1808,  and  now 
exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said 
act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

■       ■  CHARLES  CASSETER. 

FebrIjary  29,  18Q4. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyfed  29th  February,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  John  Walker  and  Isaac  Stanley. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1.  page  4S5,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  Walker,  chain  Carrier  for  the  above  survey,  was  sworn  before  William  Pierce,  Esq.  Justice  of  Peace. 

Raleigh  Green  and  Samford  McClendon  tvere  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that  Charles  Casseter  inhabited  and  cultivated 
the  land  in  question  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  before  that  time,  and  ever  since;  that  he  was,  on  said  3d  day 
of  March,  1803,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Malone,  siirveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the 
land  in  question,  and  made  the  plot  then  exhibited  to  the  Board;  that  it  gave  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  land 
claimed,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down:  and  that  the  land  lay  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  below  the  old  Indian  boundary;  "that  there  were  no  interfering  lines  that  he  knew  of, 
but,  as  he  believed,  it  was  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  Slst.instant.  .    , 

Saturday.  March  Z\st,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjotirnmeht.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Josepli  Chambers. 

Peter  C  artwright's  case,  No.  122  qn  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  157  on  the  bodks  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A.  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres,  ofte  rood,  and  thirty  poles,  under  the  first 
section  of  the  act.  ... 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  Washington 
county,  bounded  on  the  southeast  by  Mimms's  claim  and  vacant  land,  on  the  northeast,  north\vest,  and  southwest 
by  vacant  land;  beginning  on  a  hickory  on  Mimms's  line,  and  runs  south,  eighty-four  degrees  east,  fifteen  chains,  to 
a  stake  corner,  with  a  large  red  oak  pointer;  thence,  north,  nine  degrees  east,  thirty-three  chains  fifty  links,  (cross- 
ing a  branch  of  Tawler  at  twenty  chains,)  to  a  white  oak  corner;  tnence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  thirty-three 
chains,  to  a  poplar  corner;  thence,  south,  fifty-seven  degrees  west,  thirty-three  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stooping  bay 
corner;  thence,  Mimms's  old  line  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in 
the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty -nine  acres,  one  rood,  thirty  poles:  is  claimed  by  Peter  Cartwright, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  in  the  year  1801,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of.  the  Land  Office  estab- 
lished east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the 
copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

PETER  CARTWRIGHT. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  carriers,  John  Wamack  and  John  Walker. 

Eptered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  487,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  chain  carriers  for  the  above  survey  were  sworn  before  William  Pierce,  Justice  of  Peace! 

Raleigh  Green  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that 
he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  tliat  Peter  Cartwright  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1803,  and  before  that  time,  and  ever  since;  that  said  Cartwright  was,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803.  the 
head  of  a  family. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
in  question,  and  made  said  plot,  which  exhibited  a  true  representation  of  the  land  then  claimed,  with  such  marks. 
natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  there  were  no  other  lines  that  interfere  with  the  lines  of  said 
claim  that  he  knew  of;  that  it  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  and  below  the  old  Indian  boundary  line. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Isaac  Stanley's  case,  No.  123  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,and  No.  124  on  tlie  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-eniption  of  one  hundred  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
Tlie  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  anti 
figures,  to  wit:,  '  '  ''  ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appoinled  in  pursuance  of  the'  (tot  of  Congress"' passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  in  Washington  county,  on  the  waters  of  Laura's 
creek,  butted  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  beginning  on  a  hickory,  and  runs  north,  ten  degrees  east, 
crossing  a  branch  of  Laura's  creek  at  fifteen  chains,  another  at  eighteen  chains,  in  all  twenty-iive  chains,  to  a  stake 
with  a  sweet  gum  and  two  red  oak  pointers;  thence,  north,  eighty  degrees  west,  crossing  a  branch  at  three  chains, 
again  at  three  chains  fifty  links,  again  at  four  chains,  again  at  twenty-two  chains,  in  all  forty  chains,  to  a  stake  with 
two  hickories  and  a  red  oak  pointers;  thence,  south,  ten  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains,  to  a  red  oak;  thence,  t« 
the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hun- 
dred acres:  is  claimed  by  Isaac  Stanley,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and  now 
exhibited  unto  the  Registerof  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

'    .  ISAAC  STANLEY,  his  x  mark. 

March  3,  1804.  '. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  3d  of  March,  1804,  by  T.  MalOue.    Chain  carriers,  .John  Walker  and  John  Gordon. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  444,  by  Edwarb  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  Walker  and  Gordon,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  swdrn  before  William  H.  Hargrave, 
Esq.  Justice  of  Peace. 

Raleigh  Green  and  Samford  McClendon  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case;  that  Isaac  Stanly  did  inbabit^and  cultivate  the 
land  in  question  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  before  that  time,  and  ever  since;  that  said  Isaac  Stanley  was, 
on  the  3(1  day  of  March,  1803,  the  head  of  a  family.  . 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  depoijed,  thait  he  surveyed  tfie 
land  in  question,  and  made  said  plot;  that  it  exhibited  a  true  and  correct  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  with 
such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down:  that  there  were  no  lines  that  he  knew  of,  in  other 
claims,  interfering  with  tlie  lines  of  this  claim,  excepting  one  of  the  lines  of  Tandy  and  John  Walker's  survey;  that 
said  land  lay  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  and  below  the  old. Choctaw  boundary  line. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Tandy  Walker  and  John  W"alker's  case,  No.  12^  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  125  on  the  books  of 
the  Register. 

Claim.— A  right  of  pre.-emption  of  four  hundred  and  nineteen  acres,  two  roods,  and  thirty-eight  poles,  under  the 
third  section  of  the  act.  ..■.,.  '  .  .■  ,       . 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyoi''s  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  - 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the3d.  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  hickory,  running  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  thirty  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  sweet 
gum;  thence,  south,  twelve  degrees  west,  thirty  chains,  to  a  black  oak;  thence,  south,  sixty-three  degrees  east, 
sixty-one  chains,  to  a  piiie;  thence,  east,  twenty-five  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  sweet  gum  corner;  thence,  north,  fifty 
degrees  east,  forty  chains,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  north,  fifty-seven  degrees  west,  ninety-five  chains,  to  the  begin- 
ning corner;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  con- 
taining four  hundred  and  nineteen  acres,  two  roods,  thirty-eight  poles:  is  claimed  by  Tandy  Walker  and  John  Walker, 
in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recoi'ded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  they  beg  leave  to 
refer,  as  also- to  the  copy  of  tlie  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOHN  WALKER,  his  x  mark. 

For  self  ^nd  brother  Tandy. 
March  31,  1804.  • 

•  I     [Plot  omitted.] 

;    ;  Surveyed  19th  February,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.     Chain  carriers,  Charles  Casserty  and  John  Walker.   " 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  445,  by  EdwarI)  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
-•The  said  Casserty,  chain  carrier  for  the  above  survey,  was  sworn  before  William  Pierce,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Saraford  McClendon  and  Raleigh  Green  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  ho  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Tandy  Walker  inhabited  and  cultivated  on 
the  land  in  question  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803;  that  both  Tandy  and  John  Walker  cultivated  on  the  same  land 
before  and  since  that  time;  that  Tandy  Walker  was,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  the  head  of  a  family;  and  that 
John  Walker  was  at  that  time,  as  they,  the  witnesses,  believed,  twenty-one  or  more  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
in  question,  and  made  said  plot,  which  exhibited  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  land  in  question,  with  such  marks, 
natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down:  that  said  land  lay  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tombigbee,  and  below 
the  old  Indian  boundary;  that  there  were  interfering  lines  with  said  claim,  viz:  William  McGrew  on  the  southwes: 
and  southeast  corners,  and  Isaac  Stanley's  on  the  west  corner;  that  McGrew's  interference,  he,  Malon^,  supposed 
might  include  twenty-five  or  thirty  acres  of  land;  that  Stanley's  interference  did  not  include  more  than  six  or  seven 
acres  of  land.' 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Huckaby,  representative  of  Matthew  Robinson;  case  commenced  in  page  715. 

John  Gordon  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Boardj  he  deposed,  that 
he  was  not  interested  in  this  case;  that  Matthew  Robinson  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  land  in  question  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  before  that  time,  and  continued  so  to  do  until  he  sold  the  same  unto  James  Huckaby; 
and  that  said  Robinson  was,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Rawley  Green's  case,  No.  125  on  the  docket  of  tlie  Boaril,  and  No.  96  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— -X  right  of  pre-emption  of  two  iiundred  and  one  acres  and  tiiirty-one  poles,  under  tiie  third  section  of  the 
act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  witJT  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceivAng  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombi^bee  river,  butted  on 
said  river,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  the  line  dividing  Robert  Farmer's  and  Kirkland's  surveys,  and'ly'ng  alto- 
gether within  the  lines  of  Farmer's  survey;  beginning  at  a  sassafras,  and  runs  the  dividing  line  between  the  claim- 
ant and  John  Westmoreland,  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  seventy  chains,  to  a  sweet  gum;  thence,  north,  forty  de- 
grees west,  twenty-nine  chains,  to  a  red  oak  on  Farmer's  old  line;  thence,  with  the  old  line,  north,  seventy  dcrees 
east,  seventy-four  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  sassafras  on  Farmer's  corner;  thence,  tlie  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  be^in 
ning,  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  Iwo  hundred  and 
one  acres  and  thirty-one  poles:  is  claimed  by  Rawley  Green,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  bearing  date  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Peai-T  river,  to 
be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  fifed. 

RAWLEY  GREEN. 

February  27,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  February  27,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  Joseph  Westmoreland,  Elisha  Simmons. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  295,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Johii  Baker  and  William  Shaw  weve  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Shaw  deposed,  that 
Rawley  Green  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  then  in  question  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  before  and 
since  that  time;  that  said  Green  was  the  head  of  a  family  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803. 

The  said  Baker  deposed,  that  he  had  seen  a  Spanish  grant  for  said  land,  in  the  names  of  John  Turnbull  and 
James  Frazier. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.' 

Samford  McClendon's  case,  No.  12G  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  145  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A.  right  of  pre-emption  of  ninety-nine  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
-following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  M  day  of  March,  180Z,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  qf  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  in  Washington  county,  oh  the  waters  of  Laura's 
creek,  butted  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land;  beginning  on  a  post  oak,  and  runs  south,  seventy-one  de- 
grees west,  thirty-seven  chains  eighty-six  links,  to  a  small  post  oak;  thence,  south,  twenty-two  degrees  west,  twenty 
chains,  to  a  stake  with  a  pine  and  Spanish  oak  pointers;  thence,  north,  seventy-one  degrees  east,  forty-seven  chains 
fifty  links,  to  a  white  oak;  thence,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in 
the  plot  annexed,  containing  ninety-nine  acres:  is  claimed  by  Samford  McClendon,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third 
section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pear! 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot 
herewith  filed. 

SAMFORD  McCLENDON. 
March  22^  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  22,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.     Chain  carriers,  Zachariah  Landrum  and  John  Gordon^ 

Entered  in  record  of  cLiims,  vol.  1,  page  472,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i^e^'js/en 

The  above  named  chain  carriers  were  sworn  before  Ransom  Harwell,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

William  Hunt,  and  John  Gordon  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Samford  McClendon  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
land  in  question  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  before  that  time,  and  ever  since;  that  said  McClendon  was 
on  said  3d  day  of  March  the  head  of  a  family. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the 
land  in  question,  and  made  said  plot,  which  exhibited  a  true  and  correct  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  with 
such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  the  lines  of  this  claim  did  not,  that  he  knew  of, 
interfere  with  the  lines  of  any  other  claim,  nor  were  there  lines  of  other  claims  interfering  with  this;  that  said  land 
lay  on  the  west  side  of  Tombighee  river,  and  below  the  old  Choctaw  boundary  line. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Zachariah  Landrum's  case,  No.  127  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  86  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissio^iers  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
•    receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  Washington 
county,  on  the  waters  of  Laura's  creek,  butted  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  beginning  on  a  red  oak, 
and  runs,  north,  seventeen  degrees  west,  crossing  a  small  branch  at  eight  chains  fifty  links,  another  at  nine  chains 
fifty  links,  in  all  twenty-eight  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stake  with  two  post  oaks  and  a  sweet  gum  pointers:  thence, 
north,  seventy-three  east,  Ibrty  chains,  to  a  stake  with  a  Spanish  oak  and  two  hickory  pointers;  thence,  south,  se- 
venteen degrees  east,  twenty-eight  chains  fifty  links,  with  a  post  oak  and  maple  pointers;  thence  to  the  beginning; 
having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen acres:  is  claimed  by  Zachariah  Landrum,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and 
now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said 
act.     To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

ZACHARIAH  LANDRUM. 

March  22,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  22d  March,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  John  Gordon  and  Isaac  Stanley. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  252,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS.  Register. 
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John  Walker  and  Samfortl  McClendon  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
bv  the  Board  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim. 

The  said  McClendon  testified,  that  he  knew  that  Zachaviah  Landrum  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  ques- 
tion on  the  3d  of  March,  1S03,  and  before  that  time,  and  ever  since;  and  that  he  was  at  that  time  the  head  ot  afamily. 
•  The  said  Walker  testified,  that  he  left  this  country  in  February,  1803,  at  which  tune  Zachanah  Landrum  was 
in  the  Inbitation  and  cultivation  of  the  land  in  question:  that  when  he.  Walker,  returned  in  the  winter  of  the  same 
year  he  found  Landrum  in  the  possession  of  the  same  land,  which  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  cultivated 
during  the  time  that  he.  Walker,  was  absent;  that  said  Landrum  was,  before  aiid  after  the  month  of  February,  1803, 
the  head  of  a  family.  .  ,   ,    ■        ,1  j  1    .t  ^  l  1  lu 

Thomas  Maloile,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the 
land  in  question,  and  made'said  plot,  which  exhibited  a  true  and  correct  view  ot  the  land  claimed,  with  such  marks, 
natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  jines;  and  that  said  land  lay  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  below  the  old  Choctaw  boundary  line.  ,      , 

The  Board  ordered. Jh'at  the  casfe  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Gordon's  case, No.  ;28on  tiie-docke.t  of  the  Board,  and  .No.  98  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— h.  rigiit.df  pre-eniption  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  .&nd  tw»rrly-five.  poles,  under  the  third  section 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  pjot  oif  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  c'.ct  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1S03,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  souUi  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river.. 

Please  to 'take  notice,  tluU  the  follovving  tract  of  land,  situj^ted  on  the  waters  of  Laura's  creek,  on  the  west  side 
of  Tombifbee  river,  Washington  county,  butted  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  beginning  at  a  post  oak, 
and  runs  'south,  five  degi'ees  east,  at  twenty-two  chains  fifty  links,  crossi,nga  branch  of  Laura's  cretjk  at  twenty- 
•'ix  chains  fifty  links,  in  all,  thirtv-tliree  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stake,  with,  two  hickory  and  two  red  oak  pointers; 
thence  south,  fifty-seven  degrees"  east,  eleven  chains  fifty-seven  links,  to  a  red  oat  coi'ner;  thence,  north,  eighty- 
five'den-ees  east,  twenty  chains  to  a  stake,  with  a  chestnut,  hickoiy,  and  red  oak  pointers;  thence,  north,  five  degrees 
west,  crossing  Laura's  creek,  at  twenty-iiine  chains;  in  all,  forty  chains,  to  a  red  bay,  and  from  thence  to  the  begin- 
ning' havin^'such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and 
thineen  acres  and  twenty-five  poles:  ij  claimed  by  John  Gordon,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the 
above  recited  act,  and  now  exhibited  unJ;o  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  bv  said  act.     To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

^  v      /  .-     •  ■     ••  JOHN  GORDON. 

March  22,  1804.  '  [Plot  omitted.]    '  ■         . 

Surveyed  3d  of  March,  1^04,  by  T.  Maloiie.    Chaiiv  carriers,  Isaac  Stanley  and  Zachariah  Landrum. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  298,  by  Edward  LLaYto  Wailes,  for  ,.„^„„     „    . 

■  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  /Jegts/er. 

'    The  above  named  chain  carriers  were  sworn  before  R,  Harwiell,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Rawley  Green  and  Samford  McClendon  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  jnd  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  John  Gordon,  the  present  claimant,  be- 
fore the  3d  of  March,  1803,  on  that  day,  and  ever  since,  had  resided  upon  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question;  and 
that,  on  said  3d  of  March,  he  was  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  he  deposed,  that  he  surveyed 
and  plotted  the  laud  in  question,  and  that  the  plot  exhibited  was  a  correct  representation  thereof,  accordin^g  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  F.  McGrew  and  Clark  McGrew,  representatives  of  Julian  de  Castro;  case  copimenced  in. page  693. 

Nathan  Blackwell  and  Francis  Boykin  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed,  that 
Julian  de  Castro  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  then  in  question  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  and  that  said 
de  Castro  was,  on  the  lOth  of  June,  1795,  the  head  of  a  family,  and  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age.  ' 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  McGrew,  Junior's,  case.  No.  129  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.   72  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A.  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  . 

To  the  honorable  Board  of  Commissioners  ajypoinied  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of 
3Iarch,1903,  for  receiving  and  adjusting  claims  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  a  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  Washington  county,  in  the 
hickory  flat,  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  small , black-jack,  and  running  south,  seventy-three  degrees  east, 
eighty  chains,  to  a  hickory;  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  large  pine;  thence,  north, 
seventy-three  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  large  pine;  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to 
the  beginning:  is  claimed  by  John  McGrew,  Jun.,  of  "VV'ashington  county,  Mississippi  territory,  by  virtue  of  a 
settlement  made  by  Alexander  McGrew,  who  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  aforesaid  land  in  1797,  when 
the  evacuation  tooic  place,  and  conveyed  by  him  to  the  said  claimant,  and  now  delivered  to  the  Register  6f  the  Lan.-l 
Office,  estaialished  east  of  Pearl  river,  for  the  purpose  of. being  recorded.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as 
also  to  the  plot  herewith  filed.  - 

•    '■"        ^  JOHN  McGREW,*JuN. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  22d  February,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.     Chain  carriers,  John  F.  McGrew  and  Benjamin  King. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol,  1,  page, 204,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  ^f^iVer. 

George  Brewer  and  Joseph  Lawrence  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case.. 

The  said  Brewer  testified,  that,  some  time  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1798,  he  was  on  said  land,  and  saw  some 
signs  of  a  little  labor  having  been  done,  such  as  a  few  trees  cut  down;  that  a  small  patch  appeared  as  if  something 
had  been  planted  there,  but  did  not  know  who  performed  said  labour;  nor  that  any  person  lived  on  the  land  that 
year,  nor  that  any  crop  was  raised  there,  nor  that  Alexander  M'Grew  was  twenty -one  years  of  age  at  that  time, 
or  a  married  man.        -  ■,,      ,      . 

The  said  Lawrence  testified,  that,  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1798,  he  saw  a  small  pen  on  said  land,  with  corn 
"rowing  in  it.  which  appeared  to  have  been  planted,  but  did  not  know  who  performed  said  work,  nor  that  any  per- 
son resided  on  the  lanil  that  year,  nor  that  any  other  improvement  or  cultivation  was  made  there  that  year;  that  he 
did  not  know  that  Alexander  McGrew  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  the  year  1798,  but  believed  he  was. 
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The  said  witnesses  further  deposed,  that  they  understood  that  Alexander  McGrevv  <iid  the  work  above  men- 
tioned, or  caused  It  to  be  done;  and  also  that  they  never  knew  or  heard  that  he  did  aflervvards  either  inhabit  or  cul- 
tivate the  sa)d  land,  but  that  it  had  since  been  cultivated  by  others  not  clainiin"  under  him 

ThomasMaone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and.  beins;  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  and 
plotted  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  the  plot  exhibitcd.to  be  corl-ect:  "that  the  plot  included  the  ax'ater  part  of 
James  Morgan  s  and.  Mic;ijah  Wall's  surveys.  .a  1     ^  ui 

The  Board  ordered  thiltthe  case  bepostpuncd  for  consideration. 

James  Calliek,  [representative]  of  Isabella  Trouillet,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Campbell;  case  commenced  in 
page  /14.  •  ■ 

Adam  HoHinger,  Richard  Barrow,  Geoi'ge  Brewer,  Junior,  Richard  Hawkins,  and  Augustine  Rochon  were  nro- 
duced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  depostjd,  tliat  they  had  "no  interest 
in  this  case.  •'     • 

The  said  Brewer  testified,  that,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1796,  or  1797  as  he  was  passing  by  the  place  in  question, 
some  negroes  came  out  o(  the  houses,  and  he  asked  those  negroes  to  whom  they  belonged;  that  ther  told  him  r,! 
Peter  Trouillet,  or  Mrs.  Trouillet?  that  he  did  not  certainty  recollect  which.  ^        ^ 

The  said  HollinMr  testified,  that  he  knew  that  negroes  belonging  to  Peter  Trouillet.  from  the  year  1794  until 
1799,  inhabited  on  the  land  in  question,  but  cultivated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee;  that  he  did  not  know 
that  they  cultivated  on  the  west  side  of  said  river.  '  ' 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Peter  Trouillet  or  Isabella  Trouillet  resided  within  the  territory  at  any  tim- 
and,  if  so,  about  what  time.''  •  :  j  i        ■-^ 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Peter  Trouillet  did  reside  within. the  territory,  but  am'certi\in  that  Isabella  Troa- 
illet  did  reside  on  the  land  in  question  at  the  time  the  American  troops  arriv^ed  at  the  garrison  of  Fort  Stoddcj-t 
and  commenced  to  build,  i  believe,  the  year  preceding.  ' 

Question.  Where  did  Isabella  Trouillet  reside  before  the  time  you  have  mentioned? 

Answer.  She  resided  within  the  town  of  Mobile. 

Question.  Was  not  Alexander  Trouillet  acting  as  the  overseer  of  Isabella  Trouillet  in  the  year  1797,  at  the 
place  in  question?.  .  '  j  !  «    > 

Answer.  I  have  always  understood  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  acting  as  the  overseer  of  Isabella  Trouillet 

The  said  Hawkins  testified,  that,  in  the  year  1797,  he  saw  negroes,  said  to  belong  to  Madam  Trouillet  in- 
habiting and  cultivating  upon  the  land  in  question;  and  that  Madam  '  Trouillet  at  that  time  resided  in  the  tow'n  of 
Mobile,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  the  fall  of  the  year  1798,  when  she  moved  and  made  her  residence  on 
the  place  in  question,  and  continued  to  reside  thereon  until  the  spring  of  the  j-^ar  180.3. 

Question.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  understand  that  Isabella  Trouillet  was  a  widow  in  the  year  1797? 

Answer.  I  did  understand  that  she  was  a  widow  at  that  time.  ' 

The  said  BaiTOw  testified,  that  he  knew  that  negroes,  said  to  belong  to  Peter  Trouillet,  or  the  widow  Tiouillet 
inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  from  the  year  1794  until  the  American  troops  arrived  here  and  com- 
menced to  build  the  garrison  Fort  Stoddert;  that  Isabella  Trouillet  removed  from  Mobile,  and  did  certainly  inhabit 
on  the  land  in  question  at  the  time  the  American  troops  came  to  this  place,  and  that  he  believed  she  did  remove  and 
so  inhabit  the  year  preceding. 

Tlie  said  Rochon  testified,  that  Isabella  Campbell,  late  Isabella  Trouillet,  was  a  widow  in  the  years  1796  and 
1797,  before  which  time,  her  late  husband,  Peter  Trouillet,  died. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Lemuel  Henry,  attorney  in  fact  for  Antoniri  Espaho,  representative  of  John  Turnbull;  case  commenced  in 
page  694. 

Adam  Hollinger,  Thomas  Bates,  and  Richard  Barrow,  .were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and 
interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case. 

Question  to  said  Hollinger.  Do  you  know  that  the  land  now  in  question  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1795,  or  not? 

.Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  John  Turnbull  lived  in  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the  27th  of  October, 
1795.?  .  '    .  '    •    ■     ■  .  ■  . 

Answer.  I  have  been  informed  that  John  Turnbull  .'did,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  live  at  or  near  Baton  Rouge, 
on  the  Mississippi  river. 

Question.  Has  John  Turnbull,  since  th^  27^h  of  October,  1795,  resided  within  this  territory? 

.\nswer.  I  believe  he  has  not. 

Question.  Was  John  Turnbull,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1787,  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  near  forty  years  of  age  at  that  time. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Michael  Hartley  at  the  time  he  purchased  the  land  in  question,  agreed  with 
JiiiHi  Turnbull,  or  John  Joyce,  his  agent,  that,  if  he  did  not  pay  him  three  luindred  dollars  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years  I'rom  the  date  of  said  purchase,,  the  land  so  "purchased  by  Hartley  should  again  become  the  property  of  John 
Turnbull?  . 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did,  but  that  he  did  agree  to  give  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  land;  and.  having 
failed  in  making  the  payment  of  the  three  hundred  dollars  at  the  Expiration  of  the  three  years,  he  again  gave  up  the 
possession  of  the  land  to  John  Turnbull  or  his  agent. 

The  said  Barrow  testified,  that  one  Alexander  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  in  the  years  1794 
and  1795;  that,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1795,  he  quitted  the  possession,  and  Michael  Hartley  moved  on  to  the  same 
soon  after  Alexander  quitted  it;  that  Michael  Hartley  cultivated  it  in  tlie  years  1796,  1797,  and  1798;  and  further, 
tliat  Hartley  purchased  said  land  from  John  Turnbull,  or  John  Joyce,  his  agent,  for  the  consideration  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  have  been  paid  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  purchase,  which  payment  he  (ailed  to  make, 
and  again  gave  up  the  land  to  John  Turnbull  or  his  agent,  and  Turnbull  released  him  from  his  obhgation  to  pay  the 
three  hundred  dollars;  that  Emanuel  Cheney  afterwards  purchased  said  land  from  John  Turnbull,  for  the  consider- 
ation of  three  hundred' dollars;  and  that  he,  Barrow,  saw  the  bill  of  sale  which  Turnbull  gave  Cheney  for  said 
land,  in  which  he  covenanted  to  warrant  and  defend  the  same  against  all  persons. 

Question.  Did  John  Turnbull  live  in  tliis  territory  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  he  did,  but  believe  he  did  not. 

The  said  Bates  testified,  that  said  land  had  been  cultivated  and  inhabited  for  the  last  fifteen  years;  but  for 
whom,  or  for  whose  use  or  account  it  was  cultivated  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  he  did  not  know. 

Question.  Was  John  Turnbull  a  resident  within  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  or 
-since?  .      , 

Answer.  I  believe  he  was  not,  nor  has  he  been  since. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
in  question;  that  said  plot  exhibited  a  true  and  correct  representation  of  the  same,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  ar- 
tificial, as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  the  lines  of  this  tract  interfered  with  the  lines  of  Howel  Dupree's  claim; 
that  Colonel  Benjamin  Few  set  up  a  claim  for  the  whole  of  said  land  that  lay  within  the  dotted  lines. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Edwin  Lewis's  case.  No.  130  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No  23  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Henry  Nail,  under  the 
second  section  of  the  act. 
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The  claimant  presentetl  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  ad  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  3Iarch,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  ahd  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Washington  Countv,  Mississippi  Territory, /'eirMar?/ 22,  1804, . 
Please  to  fake  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  southwest  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee;  but- 
ting and  bounded  as  follows:  by  a  line  beginning  on  the  mouth  of  the  first  bayou,  or  small  creek  or  branch  below 
the  Hatchatigiby  bluft"  or  lake,:  thence,  running  due  west,  forty-four  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  running 
north,  thirty  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  running  north,  forty-five  degrees  east,  sixty  chains,  to  a  corner  stake; 
thence,  running  due  north,  to  a  corner  stake  on  the  h)wer  side  or  bank  of  Sintabogue;  thence,  down  the  meanders 
of  said  Sintabogue  creek  to  the  river  Tombigbee;  thence,  down  the  meanders  of  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the  begin- 
ning or  first  mentioned  station;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed, 
containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Henry  Nail,  for  his  legal  representative  Edwin  Lewis,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  occupancy;  he,  the  said  Henry  Nail,  having  occupied  the  same  for  some  time  previous  to  the  final 
evacuation  of  the  Spanish  troops  from  this  territory,  and  did,  on  the  day  of  the  evacuation  of  the  Spanish  troops, 
inhabit  and  cultivate  the  tract  herein  specified,  and  ever  since  unto  this  day,  agreeable  to  the  second  and  third  sec- 
tions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  lands,  and  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee:"  and  tliat  he,  the  said  claimant,  claims  no  other  land  in  the 
territory,  and  the  same  does  not  appear  to  be  claimed  by  any  of  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  act;  and  now  ex- 
hibited to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  (o  the  plot  hereunto  fixed,  &c. 

For  Henry  Nail, 
[Plot  omitted.]  EDWIN  LEWIS. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  62,  by  Edward  Lloyb  Wailes.  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Henry  Nail,  bearing  date  the  29th  day  of  October,  1803,  re- 
linquishing and  conveying  to  the  said  Edwin  Lewis  all  the  said  Nail's  right,  interest,  and  claim  to  the  said  tract  of 
land,  and  to  the  improvements  made  thereon. 

Young  Gains  and  Henry  Nail  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim. 

The  said  Gains  testified,  that  he  believed  Henry  Nail  settled  and  built  on  the  land  then  in  question  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1797,  or  the  beginning  of  the  year  1798;  that  he  was  certain  that  Nail  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  on 
the  same  previous  to  the  final  evacuation  of  said  territory  by  the  Spanish  troops;  that  the  old  Choctaw  line  and  that 
iDarked  by  General  Wilkinson  as  such,  in  the  month  of  August,  1803,  ran  across  said  tract,  and  struck  the  river 
just  below  the  Hatchatigiby  lake,  as  appeared  by  the  dotted  line  on  the  plot;  and  that  Henry  Nail  was,  in  the  year 
1797,  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  said  Nail  testified,  that  he  did  improve  and  make  some  small  cultivation  on  the  land  some  short  time  be- 
fore the  Spanish  troops  evacuated  said  territory,  which  was  in  the  fall  of  the  year  preceding  that  event. 

Question.  Have  you  or  do  you  expect  that  there  will  be  any  other  claim  for  land  in  this  territory,  in  your  name? 

Answer.  1  sold  my  right  to  Mr.  Hudson  of  an  improvement  or  labor  which  I  had  made  on  a  tract  of  land,  but 
soldi  no  land  previous  to  my  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  land  novv  in  question. 

Question  to  said  Gains.  Do  you  think  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  prove  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  this 
land,  on  account  of  its  remote  situation  from  other  white  inhabitants? 

Answer.  It  would,  for,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  there  are  no  white  families  nearer  than  John  Baker  and  John 
McGrew.  Esquires;  a  distance  of  seven  or  eight  miles  from  this  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  2d  day  of  April  next. 

Monday,  .Bpril  2,  1804.  , 

The  Boartl  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  3d  instant. 

Tuesday,  Jipril  3,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  4th  instant.  • 

Wednesday,  Jipril  4,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  5th  instant. 

Thursday,  Jipril  5,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  6th  instant. 

Friday,  .Bpril  6,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Wilson  Carman's  case,  No.  IM  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  173  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  six  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres  and  five  poles,  under  the  third  section  of 
the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  butting  and  bounding 
as  follows,  viz:  beginning  in  and  about  fifteen  chains  below  Fort  Stoddert,  on  the  said  river,  and  running  due  west, 
forty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  nine  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  seven  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  east, 
eighteen  chains,  to  a  tupelo  gum,  a  station  in  water;  thence,  calling  for  the  mouth  of  the  baygu  Chouheala,  from 
calculation,  nineteen  chains;  thence,  according  to  Lieutenant  Gains's  measurement,  to  the  beginning:  is  claimed 
by  Wilson  Carman,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress  for  granting 
pje-emption  lands.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  the  copy  of  the  plot  now  delivered  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  which  plot  is  herewith  filed. 

W.  CARMAN. 
FoBT  Stoddert,  JJ/are/t  31,  1804.  > 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  carriers,  Augustin  Rochon  and  Nathan  Blackwell.    Surveyed.  March  31,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1.  page  511,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Eegister. 
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The  said  Rochon  and  Blackwell,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  sworn  before  James  Callier 
Justice  ot  the  Peace.  ' 

Captain  James  Sterret  and  Godfrey  Bartles  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interro- 
gated by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case. 

The  said  Sterret  testified,  that  in  November,  1802,  he  came  to  fort  Stoddert  to  pay  the  troops,  when  the  present 
claimant  lived  upon  the  land  now  claimedj  that  he  was  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family,  and  more  than  twenty-one 
years  of  age;  and  that  having  lately  come  to  fort  Stoddert,  he  found  the  claimant  living  at  the  same  place:  and  that 
he  had,  as  Sterret  believed,  lived  there  ever  since  he  first  saw  him. 

The  said  Bartles  testified,  that  Wilson  Carman,  the  present  claimant,  had,  for  several  years  last  past,  cultivated 
and  resided  upon  the  land  in  question,  and  in  particular  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  was  at  that  time  the 
head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Simpson  Whaley's  case.  No.  132  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  169  on  the  books  of  the  Register.  ' 

Claim.— A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit. 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Co7igress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  cfcdms  to  lands  south  qf'  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river.- 

'  '  ■  .  '  March  30,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mobile  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  besinning  at  a  pine  on  the  side  of  a  lake  a  little  above  Fort  Stoddei't,  running  west,  eighty  chains  to 
a  pine;  thence,  south,  twelve  chains  fifty  links  to  a  lightwood  stake;  thence,  east,  eighty  chains  to  a  water  oak,  on  the 
side  of  said  lake;  thence,  up  the  said  lake  lo  the  beginning;  and  has  such  form  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  one  hundred  acres:  is  claimed  by  Simpson  Whaley,  in  and 
by  virtue  of  the  sjiid  act  of  Congress;  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as 
also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  tiled. 

SIMPSON  WHALEY. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  23d  of  March,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.    Chain  bearers,  Gabriel  Tissrah  and  William  Weathers. 

Entered  on  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  506,  by  Edward  Lloyd  WAiLEs,for      , 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  above  named  chain  carriers  were  sworn  before  James  Callier,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Wilson  Carman  and  Godfrey  Bartles  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  thatthey  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that  Simpson  Whaley,  the  present  claimant,  began  to  im- 
prove upon  the  land  by  him  claimed  before  the  3d  of  March,  1803;  that  he  removed  on  to  it  in  the  spring  of  1803,  but 
could  not  positively  say  when;  that  he  had  resided  and  cultivt^ted  there  to  the  present  time;  and  that  he  was  more 
than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

James  Gordon,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,beingduly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  and  made 
tise  plot  then  exhibited  to  the  Board,  and  believed  it  to  be  correctly  made;  that  it  included  the  house  and  improve- 
ment of  the  said  claimant,  and  that  he,  Gordon,  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday  the  7th  instant. 

.  '  Saturday,  April  7,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  surveys 
and  plots  returned  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  by  the  following  claimants,  to  wit: 

John  Denley's  pre-emption,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  Edward  Creighton,  representative  of  Benjamin  King, 
pre  emption,  thirty-two  and  sixth-tenths  acres;  George  Dickey's  pre-emption,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  Edward 
Creighton,  representative  of  Isram  Miller,  donation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  William  McGrew's  donation,  six 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres;  Levin  Haynsworth's  pre-emption,  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres;  Solomon  John- 
son's donation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  Clark  McGrew's  donation,  six  hundred  and  forty  aores;  Isaac  Ryan's 
donation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  Francis  Boykin's  Spanish  warrant,  eight  hundred  acres;  Thomas  Bassett's 
British  grant,  confirmed  by  Spanish  warrant,  one  thousand  and  fifty  acres.  And  that  said  plots  respectively  con- 
tained true  representations  of  the  land  therein  described,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  and  did 
include.the  plantations  and  improvements  of  the  several  claimants;  and  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or 
chiims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  said  cases  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Wiley  Barker,  representative  of  Daniel  Barker;  case  commenced  in  page  657. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and 
plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  buildings  and  cultivated  fields  of  the 
claimant;  that  he,  Ligon,  had  understood  that  this  claim  was  interfered  with  on  the  lower  or  south  line  by  a  British 
grant,  but  did  nut  know  to  what  extent. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

WiLSOx  Cabman's  case,  commenced  in  page   736. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and 
plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  that  it  was  a  correct  representation  thereof,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief;  that  he  believed  that  the  whole  of  said  survey  was  claimed  by  James  Callier,  Esq.,  as  the  representative 
of  Joseph  Campbell's  wife. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

The  Heirs  OF  Charles  Brewer,  case  commenced  in  page  661.       ■  . 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  and  plot- 
ted the  land  in  question,  and  that  he  believed  the  plot  then  exhibited  to  be  corrfect,  and  that  it  included  the  improve- 
ments of  the  claimant;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  claims  or  lines. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Bassett,  administrator  of  Nathaniel  Bassett;  case  commenced  in  page  664. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  tliat  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  that  it  was  correct,  according  to  his  best  knowledge  and  belief,  and  included 
the  buildings  noted  on  said  plot;  that  he  understood  that  the  claim  of  Daniel  Johnson  interfered  with  this  upon  the 
upper  or  north  line,  and  that  the  claim  of  Povvel  covered  the  southern  part  of  said  tract. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  , 
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Richard  Lee,  representatire  of  Jordan  Morgan;  case  commenced  in  page  656. 

Robert  Li°-on,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sw<u-n.  deposed,  tliat  he  surveyed  and  plot- 
ted the  land  in  question,  and  that  he  believed  it  was  correct,  and  included  the  improvements  ot  the  claimant;  that  he 
underst(^od  that  Hardy  VVootton's  claim  interi'ered  with  this  m  part,  but  he,  Ligon,  did  not  know  to  what  extent, 
and  knew  of  no  other  interference. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  chse  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

WvcHE  Watley,  representative  of  Rebecca  Kimbre;  case  commenced  in  page  657.  -   '    ^ 

Robert  Li^on,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  beingduly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  madethe  survey  and 
plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  that  it  was  correct,  according  to  his  knowledge  and  belief,  and  included  the  im- 
provements of  the  claimant;  that  the  said  plot  was  at  first  interfered  with  by  the  claim  of  Richard  Brashear;  that  the 
parties  had  since  accommodated  the  business  by  mutual  consent,  dnd  called  him  to  witness  the  amicable  adjustment 
which  was  made,  by  whicii  Brashear  withdrew  his  claim  to  that  part  which  was  first  included  msaid  survey; 
that  Hardy  Wootton  had,  as  the  deponent  understood,  exhibited  a  claim  which  covered  the  whole  of  said  plot,  and 
a  part  of  three  adjoining  ones,  viz:  Brashear's,  Lee's,  and  Hargrave-s. 
.  The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Richard  Brashear's  case,  commenced  in  page  655. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  swoin,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question;  that  it  was  true  and  correct,  as  he  believed,  and,  that  it  included  tli^  improvements 
of  the  claimant;  that  it  also  included  a  part  of  the  claim  of  Wyche  Watley;  but  that  said  Brashear,  in  the  presence 
of  said  Ligon,  a°Teed  to  waive  his  claim  to  all  the  land  which  said  interference  covered;  that  he  knew  of  no  other 
interference  witTi  his  claim,  except  that  he  had  heard  that  Hardy  Wootton  had  run  into  a  part  of  it. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Frazier's  case,  commended  in  page  681. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor, Was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  tlie  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  pimcipSl  partof  the  old  improve- 
ment of  the  claimant,  and  five  others,  and  part  of  the  sixth;  that  the  claims  of  Elisha  Simmons,  William'  Murrel, 
Ransom  Harwell,  and  Joseph  Westmoreland,  and  part  of  the  claim  .of  Raleigh  Green,  were  included  within  said 
plot:  and  that,  on  the  lower  or  south. side,  it  also  interferred  with  the  claim  of  John  Baker. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Brewer's  case,  commenced  in  page  658. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included,  the  house  and  improvements  of 
the  claimant:  that  on  the  southeast  side  it,  interfered  with  the  claim  of  Sanders  Rea,  about  fifty  acres;  tliat  he 
knew  of  no  other  interference.  .  ',  ^  •  ,      ,• 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  , 

Constant  McGrew's  case.  No.  133  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  71  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— K  donation  of  six  hundred  and  four  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  her  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Cong-ress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  south  oj  Tennessee. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County:  March  2,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  oh  the  west  side  of  river  Tombigbee,  butting  and 
bounded  as  follows:  beginning  on  a  corner  of  Doctor  Chastang's  lower  line,  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  thence,  run- 
iiin"  south,  twenty-five  degrees  west,  along  the  said  line,  eighty  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  running  south, 
sixty-five  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  corner  pine  on  James  McGrew's  upper  line;  thence,  north,  eighteen 
decrees  east,  along  the  said  James  McGrew's  line,  eighty-one  chains,  to  a  corner  cotton  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
bein"  James  McGrew's  upper  corner;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning  or  station  first  mentioned; 
having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  four 
acres:  is  claimed  by  Constant  McGrew,  under  and  by  virtue  of  occupancy;  the  said  claimant  having  inhabited  and 
cultivated  the  tract  herein  specified  agreeable  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress^  entitled  "  An  act  regula- 
tin" "rants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  the  United  States,"  &c.  and  a  long  time  previous  to  and 
after'^that  time;  and  the  same  does  not  appear  to  be  claimed  by  any  of  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  act,  and  the  said 
claimant  was  qualified  agreeable  to  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  and  claims  no  other  land  in  the  territory,  and  now 
exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Oftice,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  the  said  act. 
All  of  which  this  claimant  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  bei-eto  fixed,  &c.  &c. 

CONSTANT  McGREW,  her  x  mark. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Enteredinrecordof  claims,  vol.  1,  page  201,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for    . 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  7?€§-w/er. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
in  question,  but  did  not  make  the  plot,  and  could  not  say  as  to  its  correctness;  but  knew,  from  the  natural  marks, 
that  it  included  the  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  the  greatest  part  of  this  claim  was  also  claimed  by  James 
Callier  as  the  assignee  of  Bryant  and  Snelgrove;  that  he  knew  of  no  other  interference. 

The'  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  , 

John  Flood  McGrew's  case.  No.  134  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  165  on  the  books'of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  df  the  act.  ' 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  togetber  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land/claimed,  in  tlie  following  words 

and  figures,  to  wit:  -,         .  ■        . 

To  the   Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Piease  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  north  fork  of  Tawler  creek,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee;  beginning  at  a  hickory,  running  thence,  south,  sixty-four  degrees 
west  ninety  chains,  to  a  corner  post  oak;  thence,  north,  twenty-six  degrees  west,  seventy  chains  toacornerblack- 
iack'  thence,  north,  sixty-four  degrees  east,  ninety  chains,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  south,  twenty-six  degrees 
east  'seventy  chains,  to  the  beginning;  containing  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks, 
natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  John  Flood  McGrew,  in  and  by  virtue 
of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl 
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river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all.  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot 
annexed. 

,     •  J.  F.  McGREW. 

March  29,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

•  Surveyed  by  me,  Robert  Ligon. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  498,  by  Edw.ihd  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH- CHAMBERS,  ^e^^sto-. 

Robert  Lii^on,  surveyor,  was  produced  as.  a  witness,  and,  bein.£  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  a  small  improvement;  that  ho 
understood  that  the  claim  of  John  Gordon  interferetl  with  this  in  a  small  degree,  oh  the  northeast  side;  that  he  knew 
of  no  other  interlerence.  •  "  ,, 

Tlie  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Hines's  case,  No., 135  ou  the  ilocket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  167  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A.  donatiori  of -six  hundred  and  forty  acre'si,as  representative  of  Frederick  Smith,  under  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act.  ^         •  .     •  ■  >        ,      .     . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  suweyor's'  plotof  the  land  claimed,  in  the.  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  .  ■ 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  ad. of  Corisress  passed  the  3cl  of  March,  1803,  for  receioin"- 
and  adjusting  claims  io  lands  soti^/i  of  the  river  Temiessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to-take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  James  Denley's,  and  running  south,  twenty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains; 
thence,  north,  seventy  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains  fi.'"ty  links;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  one  hundred 
and  thirty  chains,  to  a  sweet  gum;  thence,  with  a  straight  linf,.twsnty-five  chains  fifty  links, to  a  sweet  gum  on  the 
river;  thence,  vyith  the  river,  to  the  beginning,  containing  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres;  having  such  shape,  form,  and 
marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in. the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  John  Hines,  represeiilative 
of  Frederick  Smith,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the 
Register  of  .the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he 
begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed.      ,  •  ■ 

John'  Denley,  for  '       . 

.    March  28,  1804.  JOHN  HINES, 

Representative  of  Frederick  Smith. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Sijrveyed,  the  26th  March,  r804,  by  Robert  Ligon.    Chain  carriers,  James  Denley  and  James  Donley. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  voK,  I;  page  500,  by  Ed>V4rd  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

•  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  7?e-is<er. 

The  claimant  exhibited  two  writings,  in  the  following  wdrds  and  figures,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Thomas  Ware,  have  bargained  and  sold  to  Daniel  Kannady  an  improve- 
ment made  by  John  Wheat  on  the  river  joining  Captain  Hargrave's;  lixewise,  he  doth  warrant  and  defend  it  from 
James  Lave!  and  his  heirs,  this  13th  day  of  November,  1802. 

THOMAS  WARE. 

Test:  Hezekiah  Carter,  his  x  mark. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Daniel  Kannady,  do  bargain  and-sell  unto  George  Farrar  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  that  1,  Daniel  Kannady,  did  bily  of  Thomas  Ware,  formerly  called  Smith's  improvement,  below  the  Sun- 
flower. I,  Daniel  Kannady,  warrant  and  defend  it  from  James  Lovel,or  his  heirs  or  assigns,  this  17th  day  of 
December,  1804. 

.  DANIEL  KANNADY. 

Witness:  Bex.  Baldwin. 

Upon  the  back  of  the  last  recited  writing  is  an  endorsement  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
For  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  to  me  in  hand  paid,  I  do  sell  unto  John  Hines  the  within  bill 
of  sale,  and  all  and  every  thing  claimed  thereby,  as  given  under  my  hand  this  14th  of  March,  1804. 

GEORGE  FARRAR. 

Robert  Ligon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  Awitness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  die  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question;  that  it  was  true  and  correct,  as  he  believed;  that  it  included  the  improvements  of 
the  claimant;  that  he  undei-stood  that  that  part  of  said  land  which  adjoins  the  river  was  claimed  by  John  Kennedy; 
that  he  had  not  heard  of  any  other  interfering  claim. 

Benjamin  Baldwin  and  Richard  Brashears  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed, 
that  they  were  not  interested  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim.  The  said  Baldwin  testified,  that  the  first  knowledge 
he  had  of  said  land  was  about  the  month  of  July,  1802;  that  he  believed  that  there  was  no  person  then  living  upon 
it,  and,  not  having  a  general  knowledge  of  the  plot,  coiitd  not  say  that  he  knew  that  any  person  lived  upon  the  land 
in  question  at  any  time  since  he  first  saw  it,  until  lately  a  Mr.  Hills,  he  thought,  had  moved  on  to  it.  The  said  Bra- 
shears  testified,  that,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  Frederick  Smith  settled  upon  the  land  in  question,  in 
the  year  1797,  at  the  place  called  the  Old  b'ield;  that  the  next  year  his  wife  was  wounded  and  scalped  by  the  Indians 
at  that  place,  after  which  he  removed  oft;«and  that  he,  Brashears,  did  not  know  any  thing  of  the  succession  of  occu- 
pants since  that  time. 

James  Denley  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
Frederick  Smith  settled  upon  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1797;  that  he  never  saw  Smith's  house  or  improvement, 
but  he  believed  that  he  had  made  some  improvement:  that  said  Smith  sold  his  claim  to  this  improvement  to  John 
Wheat  for  one  gallon  of /fl^a. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

\djourned  until  Monday  the  9th  instant. 

Monday,  ^pril  9,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Alexander  McCullagh's  case.  No.  136  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  1  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim — Of  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land,  in  the  following  words  and  figures, 
to  wit; 
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To  the  Comiimsioners  appointed  for  receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory  by  virtj(c 
nf  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803. 

G-ENTLEMEX: 

Be  pleased  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  the  Mississippi 
territory,  is  claimed  by  Alexander  McCullagh,  nephew  and  heir-at-law  of  Alexander  McCuUagh,  formerly  of  Pen- 
sacola,  in  the  province  of  West  Florida,  deceased,  who  died  intestate,  and  that  the  grant  mentioned  in  the  following 
list  or  schedule,  and  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Oftice,  opened  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  ibr 
lands  lying  east  of  Pearl  river,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  plot  for  the  same,  now  also  delivered  in  said  office,  will 
evince  his  right  and  title  to  said  tract  of  land.     To  all  which,  for  greater  certainty,  reference  is  hereby  made. 

ALEXR.  McCULLAGH. 

List  or  schedule  of  the  tract  of  land  referred  to  in  the  following  notification,  viz:  Lot  No.  1,  two  hundred  acres. 
This  isa  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  above  Mcintosh's  bluff;  bounded  to  the  north  by  land  of  Adam  Tate,  on  the  south  by  land  surveyed  for  Thomas 
Bassett,  east  by  the  river  Tombisbee,  and  on  the  west  by  vacant  land.  The  title  to  this  land  will  appear  by  the 
original  grant  to  Alexander  McCullagh,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  April,  1778,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated 
as  above  stated.  A  copy  of  the  plot  taken  from  the  original  .grant  of  the  above  mentioned  land  is  hereto  annexed, 
and  also  herewith  delivered  into  the  Land  Office'. 

[Plotoriiitted.] 

Geokgk  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  Jang,  dtfender  of  the  failli, 
and  so  forth.     To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Whereas,  our  loving  subject,  Alexander  McCullagh,  in  his  humble  petition,  presented  to  our  trusty  and  well 
beloved  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  our  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over  our  province  of  West 
Florida  aforesaid,  bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  February,  novy  last  past,  did  set  forth  in  substance,  that,  by  virtue 
of  our  royal  proclamation  of  the  17th  day  of  October,  in  the  third  year  of  our  reign,  a  certain  Thomas  Wigglesworth 
did,  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  obtain  a  warrant  for  surveying  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  in  consideration  of  his  services  in  America,  last  war,  as  a  non-cominissioned  officer,  and  some 
time  after  departed  this  life:  that,  before  his  death,  the  said  Thomas  Wigglesworth  did,  for  a  valuable  consideration, 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  assign,  transfer,  and  set  over  unto  the  petitioner,  all  his  estate,  right,  title,  and  interest  of,  in,  and 
unto  the  same  tract  of  land  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land;  and,  on  account  of  the  death  of  the  said  Thomas  Wiggles- 
worth, as  aforesaid,  before  the  passing  of  a  patent  for  the  said  lands,  the  said  petitioner  could  not  obtain  proper  titles 
thereto,  unless  the  same  was  granted  to  himself,  therefore,  prayed  that  our  letters  patent  for  the  said  tract  might  be 
made  out  and  passed  for  the  same  unto,  and  in  the  name  of,  the  said  petitioner,  his  heirs,  and  assigns;  which  tract 
of  land,  so  purchased  by  the  said  Alexander  McCullagh  from  the  said  Thomas  Wigglesworth  before  his  decease,  as 
aforesaid,  we  being  willing  to  grant  unto  the  said  Alexander  McCullagh,  according  to  the  prayer  of  this  petition: 
now  know  ye.  That  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  Alexander  McCullagh,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  all  that  tract  of  land  herein  before  mentioned,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  above  Mcintosh's  bluff,  bounded  on  the  north  by  land  surveyed  for  Adam  Tate,  on  the  south  by 
land  surveyed  for  Thomas  Bassett,  east  by  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  on  the  west  by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of 
West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  the  Surveyor  General  of  lands;  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  two  hun 
dred  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Sur- 
veyor General  of  lands  in  our  said  province,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear;   together  with  all  woods,  under- 
woods, timber,  and  timber-trees,  lakes,  ponds,  tishingwaters,  water-courses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments, 
and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  the  privilege  of 
hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling,  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines  and  minerals;  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silvers    to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  prem- 
ises hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Alexander  McCullagh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  free  and 
common  soccage;  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  customs, 
for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  half-penny 
sterling,  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St. 
Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after 
annually:  Provided,  always,  (and  this  present  "rant is  upon  condition,)  nevertheless.  That  the  said  Alexander  Mc- 
Cullagh, his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  do,  witlnin  three  years  after  the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  planta- 
ble  hind  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three  acres,  at  least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall 
judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous,  or  else  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do 
drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained  therein;  and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put 
and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof,  accounted  barren,  three  neat  cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon  until 
three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully  cleared  and  improved;  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of 
the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  present  cultivation,  without  manuring  and  improving  the  same,  that  if  the  said  Alexan- 
der McCullagh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the  date  hereof,  erect  on  some  part  of  tlie  said 
tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling-house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  and  sixteen  in  breadth,  and  put  on 
his  said  land  the  like  number  oithree  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty  acres  therein  contained ;  or,  otherwise,  if 
any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit  for  pasture  culture,  shall  and  do,  within  three 
years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  employ  thereon,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years 
then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  in  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  one  good  and  able  hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it 
shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improvement:  provided,  also.  That  every  three  acres  which  shall  be 
cleared  and  worked, or  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid,  shall  furtherbe  accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  cultivation, 
and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of  land,  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted;   and 
the  said  Alexander  McCullagh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to«withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear 
vvorking  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  cultivation  and  improvements  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  made 
upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or  marshes  therein  contained:  Provided,  also.  That  this  grant 
shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  office  in  this  province,  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof;  and,  also, 
that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  office,  within  the  same  time^  if  such  establishment  shall  take 
place  in  this  province.    Provided,  always.  That  the  said  Alexander  McCullagh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  the  di- 
rections and  conditions  above  mentioned,  and  make  proof  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement, 
in  the  general  court,  or  the  court  of  the  county  district  or  precinct  where  the  land  lieth,  and  have  such  proof  cer- 
tified to  the  Register's  office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall 
be  admitted  on  trial  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  the  said  land:    Provided  always,  nevertheless.    That  if  the 
said  Alexander  McCullagh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with  and  fulfil  the  respective 
directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth,  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  within  the  time  herein 
above  limited  for  completion  thereof:  or  if  the  said  Alexander  McCullagh,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us, 
our  heirs,  or  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the 
same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  half-penny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days 
after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant,  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases  respectively,  this  grant 
be  void,  anything  contamed  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
and  premises  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  fully  and  abso- 
lutely as  if  the  same  had  not  been  granted. 
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Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  AVitness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter  Ches- 
ter, tsquire,  our  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  pv<!r  our  said  province,  at  Pensacola,  this 
sixth  day  ot  April,  in  the  year  of  ,our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  iuindred  and  seventv-eisht,  and  tlie  eigh- 
teenth year  of  our  leign.  j     »    »  ^ 

r,       ..u    o  ,   ^n.   ■  PETER  CHESTER. 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office. 

„.       ^  ■       .  PH.  LIVINGSTON,  JuN.  Z;ep«^w  i-Vecre/an/.    • 

«  EST  i<  LORIDA,  SS:        •  •  .  ' 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esquire.  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-chie  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  &c.  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  6th  day 
of  April,  1778,  riiave  perused  and  itispected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  there  is  no  error  therein 
apparent  to  hie. 

".  ■  .  .  R.  WEGG,  Altomey  Gmeral. 

.  J     ,    .    r    ,         •,■       .       /  ,•■,.„.,.  -A.uditor's  Office,  ,4pn7  6,  1778. 

A  docket  gl   the  with>H  grant  IS  entered  in  books,  tolio  34. 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  Auditor. 
West  Flo KiDA,  .s«.  ;,  Secretary's  Office,  ,/Jprj7  6, 1778. 

"i  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  ceitificate.  and  the  certificate  of  the  At- 
torney General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  pruvin'ce  of  West  Florida  in  liber  A,  js'o. 
2,  page  506,  ^nd  examined  and  coniparen  with  the  said  record,  by    '        ' 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.  Ikpuly  Secretary. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  I,  page  •!,  by  Edward  Llovd  Wailes,  for 

.^.     ^     •,.,,,       ,  .  '  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?eo-u/er. 

Tne  Board  ordered  that  the  cjise  be  postponed  for  further  consideration, 

Otto  V.T.  Barberie,  attorney  in  fact  for  the  heirs  of  Robert  Farniar,  case  No.  137  on  the  docket  of  the  Board, 
and  No.  2  on  the  books  of  the  Register.  •    '     . 

C/aim— Of  que  Ihoiisand  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first"  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  peesented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  '  ^  ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pvrsumce  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the:  3d  dap  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  arul  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of , the  river  Tombigbee.  distant 
from  the  town  of  Mobile  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  bounded  eastward ly  by  the  river  Tombigbee,  northwardly 
by  lands  surveyed  for  Moses  Kirkland  and  vacant  land,  and  on  all  other  §ides  by  vacant  land,  and  hath  such  forms 
and  marks,  Ijoth  natural  and  artificial,  .is  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  one  thousand  acres,  more 
or  less:  is  claimed  by  Otto  V.  T,  Barberie,  of  New  York,  attorney  in  fact  for  the  heirs  of  Major  Robert  Farmar. 
under  and  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  .dated  the  6th  Augu-st,  1778,  now  delivered  to  the' Register  of  tire  Land 
Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer, 
■as  also  Jo  a  copy  of  the  plot  •herewith  filed.         .'    •         ■  ' . 

;  OTTO  V.  T.  BARBERIE. 

[Plot  omitted.  1 
West  Florida,  ss:  . 

George  the  Third,  hy  the  grace  bfGod,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  &,-c. 
To  ctll  to  ivhorn  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant  unto  Robert  Farmer,  his  heirs  and  assigns,'all  that 
tract  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  distant  from  the  town  of  Mobile  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  miles,  bounded  eastwardly  by  the  river  Tombigbee, northwardly  by  land  surveyed  for  Moses  Kirkland, 
andvacant  land,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  ui  our  province  of  West  Florida,  apd  having  such  shape, 
form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  re'pr'esented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by 
our  Surveyor  General  of  lands,  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  one  thousami  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  fur- 
ther certificate  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said  province, 
may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear;  together' with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber  and  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds, 
fishings,  waters,  watetcourses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  be- 
longing, or  in  anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  ha\yking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon 
the  same,  and  all  mines  and  .minerals;  reserving  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver: 
to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances, 
unto  the  said  Robert  Farmar,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage;  yielding  and  paying  to 
us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  orto  such  other  officer  as 
shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael 
every  year;  th,e  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expi- 
ration of  two  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  yvithin  tburfeendays  after  the  said  feast,  annually:  Provided  ahvays. 
(and  this  present  grant  is  upon  condition,)  nevertheless.  That  the  said  Robert  Farniar,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and 
do,  within  three  years  after  the  date  tJiereof.  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  clear  and  culti- 
vate three  acres,  at  least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient,  and  advantageous;  or 
else  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such 
shall  be  contained  therein;  and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereoi 
accounted  barren  three  neat  cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon,  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully 
cleared  and  improved ;  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  paj.t  of  the  said  land  fit  for  present  cultivation  without 
manuring  and  improving  the  sam^,  ifthe  said  Robert  Farmar,  hislieirsand  assign^,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the 
date  hereof,  erect  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty -feet  in 
length  and  sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every 
fifty  acres  therein  contained;  or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  should  be  stony  or  rocky  ground; 
not  fit  for  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to 
employ  thereon,  and  continiie  to  work  for  three  years  then  next  ensuing.in  digging  in  any  stone  quarry  or  mine, 
one  good  and  able  hand  ibr  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment: Provided,  also,  That  every  three  acres  which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked  or  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted;  and  the  said  Robert  Farmar,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  cultivation 
and  improvements  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamp,  sunken  grounds,  or  marshes  therein  contained: 
Provided,  also.  That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this  province,  within  six  months 
fiom  the  date  hereof;  and  also,  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  time,  it 
such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided,  always,  That  the  said  Robert  Farniar,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof, 
according  to  the  directions  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation, 
94  p 
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and  improvement  in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  count  of  the  county,  {listrict,  or  precinct  where  the' land  lieth,  and 
have  such  proof  certified  in  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which, 
(iuiy  attested,  shall.be  admitted  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  of  the  said  land:  Provided  always, 
nevertheless.  That  if  the  said  Robert  Farmar,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with  and  fulfil 
the  respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth,  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  within  the 
time  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  if  the  said  Robert  Farmar,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not 
pay  to  us,  our  heirs 'and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to 
receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterlirfg  per  acre,  on  the  s^id  feast  of  •St.  Michael,  or  within 
fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  tnis^rant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respec- 
tively, this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  contained  herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  tbe  said  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  and  premises  iiereby  specified,  and  every  part  or  parcel  thereof,  sliallrevert  tous,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  fully  .and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  had  uever  been  gfanted.  ,  .    ■    /       ■ 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  Witness  our  tjusty  and  well  beloved  Peter  Ches- 
ter, Esquire,  our  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at  Pen- 
sacola,  this. sixth  day  of  August,  in  the  yearofotir  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  and 
in  the  eigliieenth  year  of  Our  reign.    .    ■  .•  -        •    '      ■    ■  "       '     •■  '         .         ■ 

•  ■  .       [g.  s,]    PETER  CiflESrER. 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office, 
•  _    .      ■  .  ,  ■  "  PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.  Deputy  Secretary. 

West  Florida,  ss:    ,      •  ■ 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  exceilencx 'Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain-General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in- 
chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty'^  province  of  West  Florida,  and  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  August, 
177S,  i  haw.  perused  and  inspected  the  Within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  error  therein 
appa:;eiit  to  me.  ■  '   _  '   E.  H.  Bay;  for       •  .       ■    '  •  ■  . 

•    '  .•  .  R.R.  WEGG,^«pm£2;  Genera/;. 

Auditor's  Office, '.4fM.g-j<s/ 6, 177S. 
A  docket  of  the  witlun  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  folio  44,  by      •  ' 

.    .     ■    ■    '    J.  LORIMER,  Deputy.  ^iidiJor. 

West  Florida,  Secretary's  Office,  ^t<^Ms^  G, -1778. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Sur\'eyor  General's  certificate^  and  (he  certifica:te  of  the  At- 
torney General,  are  4ecord6d  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A,- 
No.  3j  page  434.     Examiijed  and'compared  with  the  said  record  by 

.        .    ^  •  •  .        PH.  lAYINGSTON,}m.DepiilySetmdry. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  6,  by  Edw.  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
•  The.  Buai'd  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Otto  V.  T.  Barberie,  attorney  in- fact  for  the  heirs  of  Rotjert  Farmar,  case  No.  ■  138  on  the.  docket  of  the 

Board,  and  No.  3  on  the  books  of  the  Register^  • 

Claim — Of  eight  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grants  underthe- first  section  of  the  act: 

The  claimant  presented  his  -ctaira,  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  lajid  claimed, in  the  following  words  and-^gures,  • 

to  wit:    •  ••'•■:  .   '        ••  '  •         .. 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  sd  day  of  March,  1803,  for  're-, 
ceiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  south  of, Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl,  river.      ■    ■' 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of- land,  situated  on  the  jvest  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  at  the 
high  bluff,  known  by  the  name  of  Architicpy,  adjoining  the  Choctaw  boundary  grant  of  land,  bounded  southwardly 
by  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land:  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  eight  hundred  acres,  more  or  less:  is  claijned  by  Otto 
V.  T.  Barberie,  of  New  York,  attorney  in  fact  for  the  heirs  of  Major  Robeit  Farmar,  under  and  in  virtue  of  a  Brit- 
ish grant,  dated  the  6th  day  of  , August.  1778,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east 
of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said,  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  aUo  to  a  copy  of  tlic 
plot  herewith  filed.       '  '  ' 

:  •  .  OTTO  V.  T.  BAflBERIE. 

February  S,  1804.. 

•    [Plot  omitted.] 
We^t  Florida,  ss;  •  '  • 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Greaf.  Britain,  Frarice,  arid'heland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith, -^-c. 
-         ■       ,  To  all  to  whom  these  ^nesents  shall  come,  greeting:    .        • 

Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace^  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and, 
by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  Robert  Farmar,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
all  that  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  at  the  high  bluft!,  known  by  the  name  of 
Architicpy,  adjoining  the  Choctaw  boundary  grant  of  Idnds,  [bounded  J  southwardly  by  the  riv,er  Tombigbee,  and  on 
all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of.  lands; 
which  said  tract  of  land  c<mtains  eight  hundred  licres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto  likewise 
annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said' province,  may  more  fully  and' at  large 
appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber, and  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  watercourses, 
profits,  commodities,  hereditamehts,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever' thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  i^ppertain- 
ing;.  together,  also,  with  privileges  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  arid  all  mijies  and  min- 
erals, reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of 
land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  gra"hted,  with  the  appurtenatices-,  unto  the  said  Robert  Farmar.  his 
heirs-  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and  paying  untb-us,  our  heirs  arid  successors,  or 
to  the  Receiver  General  of  .our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive 
the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment 
to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first'  happen  after  the  expiration  of  tvvo  years  froni  the 
date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast,  annually:  Provided  always,  (and  this  pi;esent  grant  is  upon 
condition,)  nei-er/Ae/es*,  Tliat  the  said  Robert  Farmar,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years  alter 
the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of'plantable  lands  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three  acres,  at  least,  in 
that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  inay  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous;  or  else  do  clear  and  drain  three 
acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  o'f  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained  therein;  and 
shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof  accounted  barren  three  neat 
cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon,  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acies  be  fully  cleared  and  improved;  and  if 
it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  be  fit  for  present  cultivation,  without  manQring  anil 
improving  the  same,  if  the  said  Robert  Farmar.  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the  date  hereof, 
erect. on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  and 
sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  the  said  tract  of  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  oii  every 
fifty  acres  herein  contained;  or,  o(herwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  land  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit  for 
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culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three'  years, 'as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  employ 
therfion,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years  then  next  ensuing,  -in  digging  in  any  stone  quarry  or  niine.  one  good 
and  able  hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  cultivation,  and  improve- 
ment, to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of  said  land,  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted. 

And  the  said  Robert  Farmar,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  fc 
bear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  Cultivation  and  improvement  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  m:  je 
upan  the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or  marslies  therein' contained:  Provided,  also.  That  this  grant 
shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this  province  'within  sis  months  from  the  date  hereof,  and  also 
that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take 
place  in  this  province:  Provided  always.  That  the  sard  Robert  Farmar,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
having  sea:ted,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and 
conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  in  the  gen- 
■  eral  court  or  in  the  coui't  of  the  county,  district,  or  precinct  where  the  said  land  lieth,  and  have  such  proof  certified 
to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  be 
admitted,  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  the  said  land:  Provided  always,  nevertheless,^  That  if  the  said 
Robert  Farraar,  his  heirs  and  assigns',  do  not  in  all  things'.fuUy  comply  •^vith  and  fulfil  the  respective  directions 
and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth  foi-  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  within  the  time  herein  above  limit- 
ed for  the  completion  thereof:  or,  if  the  said  Robert  Farmar,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  die  proper  oflScer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the 
said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after, 
anntially,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant,- .that  then,\and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant 
shall  be  void,  any  thing  contained  therein  to  thfe  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  heredi- ' 
taments,  and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  never  had  been  granted.  .       • 

Given  under  the  great  seal. of  our  province  , of  West. Florida:  Witness  our'trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter 
Chester,  Esquire,  our  Captain  General,  Governor.  ?ncl  Commander-in-chief  iii  and  over  our  said  province,  at 
Pensacola,  this  sixtii  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 
and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  our  reign.  '  ' 

.  .  [o.  s.]        PETER  CHESTER. 

Passed  the  Secretal-y's  office. 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  JuN.,  i>e/3M/j/ 5fcre/ari^. 
West  Florida,  ss:  ■  '  . 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  froih  his  excellency  Peter  C|iester,  Esquire,  Captain  Generi^,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  overHis  Majesty'4  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.,  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1778,  I  have  perused  and  inspected  the  wffhin  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  error  there- 
in apparent  to  me.  ...  .        '  • 

■       ..  •    .  .  ■    •   •     •     E.  R.  WEGQ,  ^attorney  General. 

.  *       ,     Auditor's  Office, ..5?/^t<.s/ 6,  1788.  . 

.  A  docjvet  of  the  w  ithin  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  folio  .44.  '      '  '        . 

.    .  .     J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  .Auditor. 

West  Florida,  Secretary's  Office,  .^wg'i^s^  6,  1778. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Attorney 
General  are  recorded  ih  the. Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A,  page  433. 
Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record,  by 

PH.-LIVINGSTO.N,.JuN-., /)ep.  Sec. 

Entered  in  record  of  ckinis,  vol.  l,.page  13,  bv  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes.  for   ■ 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  .Re^i's/er. 
.  The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  .consideration. 

..AViLLiAM  Vardeman's  casc,.  No.  139  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  7  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim— Qi  three  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  John  Lott,  Junior,  by  virtue  of  a  British 
grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  Claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Consress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing ana  adjusting  tlie  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  sitiiatod  on  the  waters  of  Tombigbee  river,  in.  the  county 
of  Washington,  bounded  on  the  west  side  by  land  surveyed  for  Jesse  Wall,  on  the  north  by  the  river  Tombigbee. 
and  on  the  south  by  lands  surveyed  for  Arthur  Moor,  and  southvvestwardly  by  vacant  land,  containing  three  hun- 
dred acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  an- 
nexed: is  claimed  by  William  Vardeman.  legal  representative  of  John  Lott,. -by  virtue  of  a  British  patent,  and  is 
now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recoixled  as  directed  by  said  act.  To 
all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  here^vith  filed.  . 

°  WM.  VARDEMAN. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  'ami  /reland.  King,  defender  of  the  faith, 
fyc.  To  all  -to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  John  Lott,  Junior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Topibigbee,  distant  above  the  town  of  Mobile  about  one  hun- 
dred and  five  mUes,  bounded  on  the  west  by  land  surveyed  for  Jesse  Wall,  north  by  the  river  Tombigbee,  south- 
eastwardly  by  land  surveyed  for  Arthur  Moore, 'and  southwesfwardly  by  vacant  land,  in  our  said  province  of  West 
Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  andiirtificial,  as  are  represented  in  plot  thereof  here- 
unto annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands;  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  three  hundred  acres, 
and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral of  lands  in  our  said  province,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  uslderv.ouds,  timber. 
arid  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  watercourses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appur- 
tenances whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting, 
hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines  -^nd  minerals,  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby 
granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  John  Lott,  Junior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common 
soccage;  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the 
time  being,  or  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  stei-ling 
per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael 
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docket  thereof  sliall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within 'the  same  time,  if  sach  establishment  shall  take  place 
in  this  province:  Provided,  also.  That  if  the  said  John  Lott,  Junior,  his  heirsand  assigns,  do  not  in  allthings  fully 
comply  with  and  fulfil  the  conditions  herein  above  set  forth  for  the  registering  this  grant,  within  the  time  herein 
above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof:  or,  if  the  said  John  Lott,  Junior,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  as  shall  be.app6inted 
to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or 
>vithin  fourteen  days  thereafter,  annually,  for  everjr  acre  contained  in  this  grant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these 
cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  therein  conta:ined  to  .the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the 
said  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  .parcel  therfcof,'  shall  revert  to  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  sanie  had  never  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  .  Witness  our  trusty  and- well  beloved  Peter 
Chester,  Esquire,  our  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province.- 
at  Pensacola.  the  sixteenth  d.ay  of  February,  in  the  year  cri'  our  Lord  one  tl^ou'satid  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-eight, and  the  eighteenth  year  of  our.. reign. 

.      ■  .  [a.  s.]  PETER  CHESTER. 

.  Passed  the  Secretary's  office.    . 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  JuN.,  i)e/).  AV. 

West  Florida,  ss:  "   ■  .  -        '        •  • 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and 
,  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  to  me  directed,  Ijeaning  the  date  16th  day  of  February,  1778, 1  have 
perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and'  do  certify  thaffhere  is  no  error  tlierein  appajent  to  me.\^ 
•  •   '•  E.  R.  WEGG,  Morney  General. 

!•.•.,.    Auditor's  Office,  February  16;  1778. 
A  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  folio  29. 

.  .    i.lJM\M¥S^,DepulyMidUpr. 

Pensacola,  Secretary's  Office,  iTeiruar!/' 16, -1778. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  together  with  the  certificate  of-the 
Attorney  General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the'province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A, 
No.  2,  page  468,  &c.  ■       ,  ,         . 

Examined  and  compared  vfith  the  said  record,  by    • 

■        ,  .  PH.  LIVINGSTON,  JuN.  iJcpu/j/ &c)-e/a)'!/. 

■        .  [Plot  omitted.]  ,        ■ 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  23,  by  Edward  Li.oyd  Wajles,  for, 

.     .  -  .  .      JOSEPH  CHAMBERS, /?e5-jVer.      . 

The  claimant  exhibited  deeds  of  lease  and  release  from  John  Lott,  Ju.n.  bearing  date  the  24th  and  25tli  of  Septem- 
ber, 1780,  duly  executed,  conveying  to  Hubard  Rees  and-Jphn  Whitehead  all  the  said  John  Lott's  right,  title,  and  in- 
terest in  and  to  said  tract  of  land.  , 

Also,  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John  Whitehead,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  October,  1800,  duly, 
executed,  conveying  to  William  Vardeinaii  alt  the  said  Whitehead's  right,  title,  and  interest  in  and  to  the  said  tract 
of  land.  ■..■:.  '     .      ,  '    ■ 

The  Board  ordered  that  tlie  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  ••■  ,  " 

The  HEIRS  OF  John  McIntosh,  case  No.  .140  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  24  qn  the  brtoksof  the  Register. 
CZaJni— Of  five  hundred  acri^s,  by  virtue  of  ij  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act:     •  .  . 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  wor(;ls 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  qfthe  aet  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving' 
and  adjusting  Ihe  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tenriessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river.  \  .'. 

Please  to  take  notice, "that  the  following  tract  of  land  situated  as  follows:  beginning  on  or  below  the  eaSt  end'  of 
bluff' of  the  Tomies,  or  Turkey  bluff",  on  a  \ydlow  corner,  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  a  line  of  marked  frees,  south,  seven- 
teen degrees  east,  one  hundied  and  twenty-two  Gunter's  chains  forty-six  linksj  to  a  corner  gum;  thence,  south, 
seventy-three  degrees  west,  forty  chains  twenty-eight  links,  to  an  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  seventeen. degrees  west, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-two  chains  forty-six  links,  to  a  corner  oak  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the 
river  Tombigbee,  to  the  first  mentioned  station,  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  asare  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed,  containing  five  hundred  acres:  is  claimed  by  tlie  legal  representatives  of  John  Mcintosh,  deceased,  under' 
and  by  virtue  of  a  British  patent,  legally  and  fully  executed,  bearing  date  the  twelfth  day  of  September,  1775,  and 
now  exiubited  to  the  Re.gister  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Penrl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Exhibited  by  ■    ..        EDWIN  LEWIS. 

[Plot  omitted.  ]  For -the  heirs. 

West  Florida,  ss:  ~     '  , 

■    George  THE  Ti}Ird,.6i/  ihe  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  'Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  ■Src. 
',  '^0  all  to  whom  these  preseiits  shcdt  come,  greeting:  ■  ,    ' 

Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  John  Mcintosh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  tract  of  land. situated  on  the 
v/est  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  about  sixty-three  miles  northwardly  from  the  town  of  Mobile,  on  the  east  end  of  the 
bluff" of  the  Tomies,  or  Turkey  bluff",  butting  and  bounding  northwestwardly  by  the  said  river,  and  on  all  other  sides ., 
by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of  V^est  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said  pro- 
vince of  West  Florida;  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  five  hundred  acres,  and  is  buunded,  as  by  the  further  cer- 
tificate hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said  province  of 
West  Florida,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and  timber  trees, 
lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  watercourses,  profits,  commoditie.s.  hferedltaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever 
thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any\yise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  the  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowlilig 
in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines  and  mineials,  reserving  unto  us,  our  [ieirs  arid  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and 
silver:  to  haveand  to  hold  the  .said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  .granted,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, unto  the  said  John  Mcintosh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  infree  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and  paying 
unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  tothe  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  tifne  being,  or  to  such  other 
officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St. 

.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the 
expiration  of  two  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast,. annually:  Provided  alwccys. 
(and  this  present  grant  is  upon. condition,)  nevertheless,  That  the  said  John  Mcintosh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall 
and  do,  within  three  years  after  the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  cleai'and  cul- 
tivate three  acres,  at  least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous;  or 
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else  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sii'nk^n  grdund,  or  do  drain  tliree  acres  ulniarsli,  if  any  such  shall 
be  .contained  therein  sand  shall  fiirtlier,  within  the  tim*  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof  ac- 
counted barren  three  nea-t  cattle,  and  continue  the  saniethereoii,  u:>til  thiee  acres  for  every  iiity  acres  be  fully  cleared 
and  iinproved;and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  o'f  llw  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  present  cultivation,  with- 
■  out.  manuring  and  improving  the  same,  if  the  said  .loiin  Mcintosh,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shiill.  within  three  years 
from  the  date' hereof,  erect  on  simie  part'.of  the  said  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty 
feet  in  length  and  sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  tliree  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on 
every  fjfty  acres  therein  contained:  or  otherwise,  if  any  pai't  of  the  said  f  raC  of  land  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not 
lit  for  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  yeai>;,  as  aforesaitl.  besides  erecting.the  taid 'house,  begin  to  einploy 
thereoh,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years  theti  nest  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarrv  or  mine,  one  good  and  able 
hand  for  every  fitly  .icres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from 
forfeiture  fifty  acj-esof  land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  grunted;  and  the  said  ,Tohn  Mcintosh,  his  lieirs  and  assigns, 
shall  be  af  liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  (heir.stcck.  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such 
cultivation  and  improvements  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  made  upon. the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or 
marshes  therein  contained:  Provided,  also.  That  this  giant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  OfVice'of  this  pro- 
vince,.within  six  inohths  frimi  the  date  hereof,  and  also  that. a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  ilie  Auditor's 
within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided'ulwuy.i.  That  the  said  John 
Mcintosh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  :iny  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said 
land,  or  any  part  thereof,  agreeable  to  the  directions  nntl  conditions  above  mentioned,  and  inake  proof  of  such  seat- 
ing, planting,  cultivation,  and  improvenwnt,  in  the  general  c^iurt,  or  in  the  coiirt-of  thecounty,  district,  or  precinct 
where  the  said  iand.lieth.  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the- Register's  Offic^.  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of 
this  grant,  a  copy  of  wiiich.  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  the  said  land: 
Provided  always,  nevertheless.  That  if  the  said  John  Mcintosh,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  cttm- 
pjy  with  :\rid  fulfillhe  respective  directions  aiKl  conditions  herein  above  set  forth  for  tlie  proper  cultivation  of  the  said 
land,  within  the  time.liinited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  il'tf.e  said  Johfi  Mcintosh,  his'heirS  <ir  assigns,  shall  not 
pay  to.  us.  our  heirs  andsuccesstjrs,  or.  to'the- Receiver  General  of  our  quit- rents,  or  to  I  he  proper  officer  appointed  to 
receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  peracre  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  four- 
teen days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  gi-ani;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively. 
this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  thereiii  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  atid  the  said  lalids,  tenements,  aiid 
premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  or  p^ircel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  fully  and 
absoltitely,  as  if  the  same  never  had  been  granted.  '  •        ,      . 

Given  under  the  great  seal'  of  our  province  of  West  Fhirida:  Witness  ouc  trusty  and  jvell  beloved  Peter  CheS- 
•  ter,  Esq.  our  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  overo(ir.saidprovince,at'Pensacora, 
.  this  twelfth  day  of  Septetnher,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1.775,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

■.  ■    [g.  s.]     •■     •  PETER  CHESTER. 

■  Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  hla  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General.  Governor,  and  Co^imander-in- 
.   chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  12th  <lay  of  Septem- 
ber, 1775,  I  have  perused  and  inspected  the  within  letteis  pateTit,  and  do  certify  that  there  is  no  error  therein  ap- 
parent to  me.  .         •  ■       '  ■ 

E.  n.  WEGG,  Mlomey  Geyieral. 

West  Florii>a,  Secretary's  Office,  September  12,  1775. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent,  Su  rveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Attorney 
General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of-  West  Florida,  in  liber  'A,   No.  3, 

•  page  111.  .   . 

■  Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record  by  .  ... 

■    ALEXANDER  McCULLAGH,  Z;epi</j/ ^■ecretoT/. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  Vol.  1,  page  24,  by  Edward  Lloyi^  WAiLEs,4'or 

■     ■.       •     ■  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  7^eg-M/o-. 

The  Board  ordered' that  the  case  be  postpsned  for  cotisideration.  : 

Elihu  Hall  Bay's  case,  No.  141  on  the  dotfket  of  the  Board,  and  No;  113  on  tlie  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  one  hundred  and  seventy -three  acres,  as  assignee  and  legql  representative  of  William  Fradgley,  by 
virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act.  . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  suneyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit:  • 

To  the  Honorable  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  ptiriunnce  erf  the  act  'Of  Congrlss  passed  the  Zd  day  of  March, 

1803, /or  receiving  and  adjusting  -claims  lo  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. ' 
Gentlemen:  .  '      .  DEcfeMBER  20,  1803. 

Plea.se  to  take  notice,  that  the  followinjg  tract  of  land,  On  the  west  side  of  Tonibigbee  river,  for  orie  huiidred  and 
seventy-three  acres,  .about  sixty-two  miles  above  the  town  of  Mrtbile,  bytting  and bouViding  (at  the  time  of  survey,). 
westwardly  on  lands  granted  to  Johii  Mclritosh,  northwardly  on  saidioer,  ajid  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands: 
is  claimed  by  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  of  Charleston,, South  Carolina,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  grant  to  one  William  Fradg- 
ley under  ihe  great  seal  of  West  Florida,  signed  by  Governor  Chester,  dated  the  15th  March,  1776;  also,  a  lease  and 
release  i'v6m  the  grantee  to  Eliiui  Hall  Bay,  the  clainiant,  for  the  satne,  as  may  appear  by  the  originafgrant  and  con- 
veyance now  delivered  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  now  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  the  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  lea^e  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  annexed  to  the  original  grajit, 
herewith  filed.  '  •  ■ 

ELIHU  H.  BAY. 

•  WestJ" LORiDA,  5s.-  [Plot  Omitted.]  .     . 
George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  G-reat  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  (kfender  of  the  faith,  i5'C. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  cojhe',  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and.  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  fgr  us,  bur  heirs  and  successors,  do  g'r\e  and  grant,  unto  VVilliatn  Fradgley.  a  reduced  non-commis- 
sibned  officer,  hi*  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  west  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  about  sixty-two 
miles  above  Mobile,  butting  apd  bounding  westwardly  on  land  granted  unto  John  Mcltitosh,  northerly  on  said  river, 
and  on  all  othei-  sides  by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida,  and  having  such  i^hape,  form,  and  marks,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  th.ereof  hereunto  finnexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  Geiieral 
of  lands;  which  saitl  tract  of^  land  contains  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres,  and  is  bountled  as  by  the  lurther 
certificate  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  t)ur  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said  province, 
may  more  fully  and  at  largo  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and  timber  trees, lakes,  pond-;,  fish- 
ings, waters,  watercourses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging, 
or  in  anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same, 
and  all  mines  and  minerals;  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to.  have  and 
to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the 
said  William  Fradgley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  comm.cjn succage;  yielding  and  payingiinto  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  other  "™cer  iis  shall 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every 
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year;  the  first  payment  to  c(imnif lice  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration 
of  ten  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  daysafter,  annually:  Provided, always,  (and  this  present  grant 
is  upon  condition)  nevertheless,  That  the  said  William  Frftdgley,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  and  do,  within  fh4-ee  years 
after  the  date  hereof,  foi-  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three  acres,  atleastj 
in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and 'advantageous,  or  else  do  clear  and  drain' 
three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  iiiarsh,  if  any.  such  shjill  be  contained  therein: 
and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  an<l  keep  upon  ovei-j  fifty  acres  thereof  accounted  barren  three  neat 
cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon,  until  three  acres  foe  every  titty  acres  be  fully  cleared  and  improved:  and  if  it 
sh'all  so  happen  that  there  be  no  'part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  .present  cultivation,  witiiout  manuring  and  im- 
proving the  same,  if  the  said  WilUiam  Fradgley,  his  heirsand  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the  date 'hereof, 
erect  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  orje  good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length 
and  sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty 
acres  therein  contained;  or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  laj'.d  shall  be  stony  and  rocTsy  ground,  not  fit 
for  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid, .besides  erecting  the  said  hciuse,  begin  to  employ 
thereon,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years- then  next  ensuing,  iii  digging  any  stone  q,uarry  or  mine,'  ime  good.^jnjl 
able  hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  sufljcient  seating,  cultivati6n,  and  improvement: 
Provided  alsn,  That  every'  thr^e  acres  which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained, as  afore.said,  shall 
further  be  accounted  a  sufiicierit  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  gianted.  And  the  said  William  Frad.gley,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  -or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion 
to  such  cultivation tind  improvementsaforesaid.  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds, 
or  marshes  therein  Contained :  Provided,  also.  That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  within 
this  province,  in  six  months  from  the  date  hei-euf,  and  also  a  ducket  thereof  shall,  be  entevecl,  in  the  Auditor's  Office 
within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  'take  place  in  this  pi-oVince:  Provided  cdivays.  That  the  said  Wil- 
liam Fradgley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted-,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said 
land,  or  any  part  thereof,  accordilig  to  the  directions  and  conditions  above  mejatiotied',  may  make  proof  of  such  seat- 
ing, planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  in  the  general  court',  or  in  the  court  of  tlie  county,  district,  or  pr-ecinct 
where  the  land  lieth,and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this 
grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  trial,  to  prove  tiie  seating  and  planting  the  said  land': 
Provided  always,  nevertheless.  That  if  the  said  William  Fradgley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully 
comply  With  and  fulfil  the  -respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth  for  the  proper  cultivation  of 
the  said  land,  within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof:  or,  if  the  said  William  Fradgley,  liis 
heirs  or  assigns,  shall)  not  pay  to  us,  (.lur  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents; of  to 
the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  stSrliug  per  acre,  on  the  said 
feast  of.St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in'this.grant;  that  then,  and  in 
either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  therein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing; and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  pSrt  and  parcel  thereof, 
shall  revertto  us,  our. heirs.and. successors',  fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  never'hud  been  granted.  .This  grant 
being  in  pursuance  of  our  royal  proclamatioil  of  the  7th  day  of  October,  in  .the  third  year  of  our  reign. 

Given  under  the  [great  Seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  AYitness  our  trusty  and  beloved  Peter  Chester, 
■  Esquire,  our  Captain  General,  Governor,  and- Commander-in-chief  in  arid  over  our  said  province,  at  Pensa- 
cola,  this  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in, the  }"ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  ami 
•  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  our  reign.       '     .    '  ••  .■  -    .    • 

■  ,.  [g.'s.]    'PETER  CHESTER. 

Passed  thg  Secretary's  Office.  '    '  ■  ' 

•PH.  LIVINGSTOJST,  Jun.,  Bcpuly  Secretary. 
West  Florida,  5s:  •   '  ■         ■  '.         . 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  extellency  Petei"  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-thief  in  and  over  His  .Majesty's  province  "of  West-Florida,  S^c,  tome  directed,  bearing  date  the  13th  day  of 
March,  n76,  I  have  perused  and  inspeQted  the  within  letteis  patent,  and  hereby  certify  ttiat  there  is  no  error 
therein  apparent  to'  me.  ■  .  •  .     ■     '      •  •    • 

•  E.  R.  -W"egg,  Allotney  General,  by 

'    .  _'       •■  E..H.  BAV, /HS,,^«orn6!/. 

..  '      •  West  Florida,  ^ecretary'-S  Office, \/)/arc/j. 16,  1776. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  leEters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  'certificate,  and  the  certifit;ate  of  the  At- 
torney General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary's  an.d  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber. A.   . 
No.  3,  page  141. 

Examined  and  compared  vvidi  the  said  record  by  .  ^         ■   : 

'        "     .  ,PY{.lAN'l^G$>'¥m,ivii.  Dcput])- Secretary. 

The  claimant  exhibited  deeds  of  lease  aiid  velease  from  William  Fradgley,  bearing  date  the  14th  and  15th  of 
March,  1776,  duly  exectited,  conveying  to  the  said  Elihu  Hall  Bay  all  the  said  Fradgley's  right,  title,  and  interest 
,  in  aiid  to  the  said  tract  of  land.    .  ,     ■       '  .  ' 

Entered  in  recbrd.of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  350,  by  Edwa,rd  Llo~v6  Wailes,  for 

.       .    JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  ^e^rVec.'  . 
The  Board  .ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed'for  consideration.  *  ' 

Elihu  Hall  Bay's  case.  No.  142  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  114  on  the  books  of  the-Register. 
'  Claim— Qi  t\yenty-seven  acres  of  la'nd,  as  assignee  and  '.legal  representative  of  William  Fradgley,  by  virtile  of 
a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act.  ..  ■■ 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  lind  claimed, .in  the  following  word« 
ajid  figures,  to  wit:     '      .'  ,  ■   . 

To  the  Hftnorabk  Commissioners'  appointed  ih  pursy,anqe  of  the  act  ^  Congress'passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, 
•  for  receiving  and  adjusting  clairns  to. iamls  'south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of .  Pearl  river. 

GentIemen:.      •  -.-'.,'  '.  .  ,-,       . 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  latid  of  twenty -seven  acres,  on  the  west  side  (il  lombigbet? 
river, .about  sixty-two  miles  above  the  town  of  Mobile,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Tomies  bluff;  butting  and 
bounding  northerly  on  said  river,  northeastwardly  on  John  Mcintosh's  land,  and  on  aU.  other  sides  by  vacant  land: 
is  claimed  by  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  under  and  by  virtue.of  a  grant  to  William  Fradgley, 
dated  the  15th  March,  1776,  for  the  same,  and  indentures  of  lease  and  release  from  Fradgley  to  E.  H.  Bay  for  this 
tract;  which  grant  and  indentures  of  lease  and  release  are  all  now  delivered  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
established  east  of  Pearl  river,  as  directed  by  said  act,  with  a  copy  of  the  plot  ahnex.^d  to  tlie  original  grant.  To-all 
which  he  begs  leate  to  refer.  .    •  .  ' 

.  E.  H.  B.\Y. 

December  20,  1803.  '  [Plot  omitted.] 

A  plot  of  twenty -seven  acres  of  land  on  Tombigbee  river,  claimed  by  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina.  .  „    „    „    „ 

E.  H.  BAY. 

Deokmber  20,  1803. 
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West  Florida,  ss: 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  (f  God.  of  Great  Britain,  Frdnce,  mul  Jreland  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  S,-c. 
JO  u/t  to  whom, these  presenti  shall  conu,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  tjiere  motion,  have  given  and  granted;  and.  bv 
these  presents,  tortus,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  William  Fradgley,  a  reduced  non-commi«"- 
^l?^.  u"i  '^'*'''  .'f    ^""^       ■  ?'**'S"*>  all  that  tract  of  land,  situated  northerly,  about  sixty-three  miles  above  tlie  tow^n 
ot  Mobile,  on  the  west  side  oi  Tonibigbee  riVer,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Tomies  bluff",  butting  and 
bnunding  northerly  on  the  said  river  Tombigbee,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of  West 
tlorida;  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artifipial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof 
heveunto  ann^xe,d,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands;  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  twenty-seven  acres 
and  IS  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  General 
ot  landsin  our  said  province,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear:  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods  timber  and 
timbei--tiees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishiiigs.-waters,  watercourses;  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances 
whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining:  together,  also.with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking  and 
fowling  in  and  upoii  the  same,  and  all  mines  and  minerals,  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  ail  mines  of 
gold.and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  "ranted  with 
the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  William  Fradgley,  his  heirs,  aiid  assigns,  forever,  in  free.and  common  soc'ca-'e- 
yi'eWing  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time 
being,  of  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per 
acre,  at  the  feast  ot  St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment.to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which 
shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  ten-.years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  fe:ist, 
^mijually:  Provided  qlwai/s,  (and  this  present  gj-ant  is  upyn  eondiiion)  nevertheless.  That  the  said  William  Frad"'- 
ler,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shdl  and  do.  witliiii  three  years  after  the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantabTe 
laud  hereby  grunted,  clear  and-  cultivate  three  acres,  at  least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  may  judge  most 
convenient  and  advantageous,  or  else  do  cl(;ar  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  siinlin  giound,  or  do  drain 
three  acres  of  mai-sh,if  any  such  slull  be  contained  theroin;-  and  shall.fujther,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep 
upon  every  fifty  aores  thereof  accounted  barren  three  neat  cattle,  and  coiUinyethe  same  thereon,  until  three  acres 
tor  every 'fifty  acres  be  fully  cleared  and  improved;  and  i.f  itshalTso  happen  that  there  be  nn  part  of  the  said. tract 
•   of  land  fit  tor  present  cultivation,  without  manuring  and  improving  the  sam.e,  if  Oie  said"  William  Fradgley,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  within  tliree  yearj  from  the  date  heCeof,  erect  on  some  part  of  t,hc  said  tract  of  l:<nd\m(' 
good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  and  sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land 
.   the. like  number  of  three  neal  cattle,  rK  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty  acres  therein  contained;   or,  otherwise,  if  any 
part  of  the  said  land  shall  be  sfony  and  rocky  ground,. not  fit  for,  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three 
years  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  eiiiploy  thereon  and  contjiiue  to  work  for  three  years 
then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quariy  or  mine,  une'good  and  able  h;uid  for  ev^ery  hundretl  acres- tlierepf,  it 
^liall  be  accounted  .ysuflicient  cultivation  and  impriivenient;  Provided,  also.  That  every  three  acres  v.'hich  shall 
be  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid,  shall  further  be  accounted  a  sufiicient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  im- 
provement, to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acre-s  of  land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted:  and  the  said 
William  Fradgley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock. -or.  to  i'orbe'ar  working  in  any 
quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  cultivation/and  improvements  aforesaid  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantaljre 
■   lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or  marshes  therein  contiiinedc  Provided,  also,  Thai  this  grant  shall  be  duly  regis- 
tered in  the  Register's  pftice  within  si?c  months  from  the  date  liereof,'and  also  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered 
in  tjie  Auditor's  Ottice  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  slTall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided. 
«feia^s,  TJiat  the  said  William  Fradgley,  Iris  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any. time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  culti- 
vated, and  improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part'thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  conditions -above  mentioned, 
may  make  proiif  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  in  the  general  court,  or  the  court  of  the 
county,  district,  or  precinct  whOre  the  said  land  iieth,  aiid  have  such  proof  certified  to  .the  Register's  Office,  and  there 
entered  with  the  re£or<l  of  thisgrant,  a- copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  beacbnitted  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seat- 
ing;atui  planting  of  ihe  said  land:  Provided  always,  nevertheless,^  That  if  the  said  William  Fradgley,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  do  not  iii  all  things  fully  comply  with  and  fulfil  the  respective  directions  and  conditions  above  set  forth,  for 
the  proper  cultivation  of  the  srud  land,  within  the  time  hereunto  Above  liuiited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  if  the 
said  William  Fradgley.  his  heirs  or  assigns,  sball  not  "pay  to:  us,  our  heirs  .and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  Gene- 
ral of 'our  quit-rents,' or  to  the  proper  ofiicer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,'  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny 
sterling  per. acre,  oii  tlie  said  feasf  of  St.  Michael,  or  \vithin  fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained 
in  this  grant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  herein  contained 
to  the  contrary- notwithstanding,' 'and  the  said- lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises  hereby  specified,  and 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof;',  shall  revejtto  us',  cJuV  heirs  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  never  , 
had  been  granted.    This  grantbeing'in'pursuance'ofour,"  royal  proclamatign  .of  the  seventh  day-of  October,  in  the 
third  year  of  our  reign.  .'■.■'  ••   .        "  ' 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter  Chester,   - 
Esquire,  our  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commanderrin-chief  in  and  over  our  said-  province,  at  Peiisacola, 
this  thirteenth  tlay  of  March,  in  the  year  of  6u:.Lord'.olie  thousand  seven  hundred  anu.seventy^six,  and  the 
sixteenth  year  pf  our  reign.  • 

.    ■         ■  .  ."[g.  s.]        PETER  CHESTER. 

Passed  the .Secr^ary's  Office.  .  .    •  ■ 

.....  •         ■  VE..lAymG)itQi^,  Sv^:,  Depuly  Secretary. 

W'est  Flotiida,  ««■'  '  .  -, 

Pursuant  to  a  Rat  from  his  excellenty  Peter  Chester*  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Cominander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  .^c.  &c.,  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  thirteenth 
day  of  March,  1776,  I  hav6  perused  and  inspected' the  within  letters  patent',  antl  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is 
no  ei-ror' therein  apparent  to  me. 

..      .        ■  '      E.  R.  Wegg,  dtty.  General,  by 

'..  '.'  .•   .  ELIHU  HALL  BAY,  /Hs.4«c»«ey. 

■     ■       :  W^£sT  Flcvrida,  Secretary's  Offioe,  ."Iferf/j — ,1776. 

E  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  within  letters  patent,  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the 
Attortley  General,  are  recorded  in- the  Secretary's  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida  in  liber. 
A,  No.' 3J  pSge  H-3.. 

Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record  by  •  ■  '  ,' 

.  .  PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Ju:>'.,  Dep.  Sec. 

Th«  claimant  exhibited  deeds  of  ItJaseand  release  from  William  Fradgley,  bearing  date  the  14th  and  l.'ith  days 
of  March,  1776,  duly  executed,  conveying  to  the'  said  Elihu  Hall  Bay  all  the  said  Fradgley's  right,  title,  and  inter- 
est, to  the  said  tract  of  land.  • 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  357,  by  Edward  Lloyd  W.\iles,  for 

.         JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The'.Board  ordered  thai  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Elihu  Hall  Bay's  case.  No.  143  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  1 15  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  five  hundred  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  represenitative' of  John  Sutherland,  by  virtue  of  a  British 
grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act.  .      ■  .  .         . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  followinr;  «ordi 
and  figures,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  net  qf  Congress  passed  the  Sd  day  of  March, 

1803,  for  receiving'  and  adjusting  clai7ns  to  lands  south  of  the  river  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Gentlemen:  •      .  ' 

Pilose  to  fake  notice,  that  the  following. tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombis'ope  river,  about  one 
hundred  and  twelve  miles  above  the  town  of  Mobile,  joining  'the  Tombigbee  river  to  the  northeast,  boirnded  on  the 
nortl'.west  by  lands  surveyed  to  Charles  Walker,  and  on  the  other  two-side.'!  by  va;cant4and;  containing  five  hun- 
dred acres:  is  riainicd  by  Elihu  H'all  Bay,  of  Charleston,  South  Cai-olina,  ifnder  and  by  virtue  of  a  grantrunder  the 
great  seal  of  West  Florida-,  dated- the  32d  dctober,  1779,  to  John  Sutherland,  signed'  by 'Governor  Chester,  a 
bargain  and  sale  from  John  Sutherland,  by  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  his  jittorney^  to  Henry  Beaumont,  dated  thfc.l3di  day 
of  Noveinber,  1779.  Alsi),'a  Ijargain  and  sale  from  Henry  Beaumont  back  to  Eiihu  Hall  Bay,  for  said  tract  of  land, 
dated  15th  of  November.  1779;  which  grant  and,  interniediate'  conveyance?!  are  all  now  delivered  unto  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Oflice  established  east  of  Pearl  liver,  as  directed  by  .said  act,  with  a  copy,  of  the  plot  of  the  said  lanjl 
to  the  original  graiit  annexed.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer.  ''         -       • 

'•  .    -:  E.. H.BAY. 

I)£CEM3ER  30,-  1803.  ■  .         ',  .      ■  •      '    •  •  . 

■      .    '  ■ "  [Plot  omitted..]        ,        -'      '  ■     '       "     • 

A  plot  of  five  hundfed  acres  of  land  claimed  by  Elihu  Hall.  Bjy, '(if  Clmrlestan,  South  Carolina! 

•     ',  ■■        '  '         .      .        ]?.  H.BAY.' 

DEdEJiBER.20,  1803.  '     .        ..  ;  '  ,     •         .,■  .       •  '  ,  '    -  ,. 

West  Florida,  ss.  .        .  '        " .     •  .'  '     .  '  v 

Geoji'ce  the  Third,  by  lliv  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Brilhin,  France-,  aij.d  irekind.  King.,  defender  of  the  faith,' ^-c. 
■■  '  .  To  all  to  ichom  these  presents  shall  come,  greelirigr  '  .  -  '  ■ 
KiYovv  ye,  that  'we,  of  our  fpeeial  grace,  certain  kriowledgei  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  forus,  oui-  heirs  and  s'uccessorS,  do  give  and  grant,  unto-JohnSivtherliind,  a  r'edu'ced  master''s  mate 
in  our  navy,-his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  ti*act  of  land,  sifuqted  on  the  west  side  o.f  the  river  Tombigbee,  distant, 
from  the  town  of  Mobile  about  one  hutidred  and  twelve  miles,  joining  the  river  Tombigbee  at  the  northeast,  bounded 
on  th'e,  northwest  side.by  land  siirveyed.for  Charles  Wajktr,  and  on  the  other  twir  sides  by  vacant'lan.d,  in  our  pro- 
vince, of  West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in 
the  plot  thereof  hereunto  lannexed,  as  drawn  by  our  i^urveypr  General  of  lands;,  which  said  tract  •of  land  contains  live 
hundred  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certifiQate  hereunto  likewise ''annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said 
Surveyor  General  of  lands,  in  pur  said  province,  may  more  fully  atld  at'  large  appear:  together  wiitli  all  woods,  under- 
woods, timber,  and  timber  trees,  lakes,  porid.'j.  fi'shings.  wdters,  watercourses,  profits,  fammodities,  hereditaments, 
and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  an^Av'tse  appertaining,  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunt- 
ing, ha<\ki"ng,  :;nd  fowling  in  and  upon'  the  same,  and  all  miaesand  minerals;  reserving  tons,  pur  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  trad  jif  land,  and  iall  and  singular  the. premises  here- 
by granted',  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  John  Su,ther'hind,  his  heirs  and 'assigns,  forever,  in  free  amrcomnwp 
soceage,  yielding'and  paying  unto  us,  pur  lieirs"ai1d  sbccessors,'  or  ti)  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit' rents  for  the 
time  tjeing,  or  to  such  other  officer,  as  sTiall  be  ajjp'ointed  to  rectjiVelhe  same,  a  qiiit-renl  of  one  halfpenny  sterling 
per  acre,  at  the  fe<TSt  of  St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first-  payiti^nl  to  commence  o^^  the  said,  feast  of  St.  Michael, 
which  shall  lirst  happen  after  the,  expiration  "often  years  frym  the  date  hereof,  or  •vvi;hin,i'ourteen  days  after  the  s.ai<l 
feast,  annually:  Provi{led always,  {And  this  presentgrant  is  upon  coodNion.-)  nevertheless:  Th\i  the  said  Jojin  Suther- 
iaiid,  his  heir-s  or  assighs,  shall. and  do  .within  three  yei.ii's  after  the  date  hereof,  for  ever)'  fifty  acres  of  plantdble 
land  hereby 'granted,  clear  and  cultivate  \\\v^fi  acre^,  jit  least,  •"  tliat.part  thereof,  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most 
convenient  and'  advantageous:  or  else  do  clear  and  drain  tliree  acres  of  sUampy- or  sunken  ground,  or  do.  di-ain 
three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained  therein;  and  shall  fiu'ther,  ,within  the  .time  aforesaid,  put-  and 
keep  upon  every  .fifty  acres  theVeof  accounted  barrenthree  neat  -cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thevepn,  until  three' 
acres  for  every  fifty  .icres  b6  fully  cleared  and  improved';,  and  if  It'shall  so  happen  that  there -be  no  part' of  the  said 
land  fit  for  present  cultivdtion,  without  manurin,§'and  improving  the  siime,  if  the  said  John  Sutherland,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  frbm  the  date  hereof,  erect  on  some  part  of  the  said  ti-ac.t  of  land  one  good  dwelling 
house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  and  sLxtecn  feat.in  breadth, _  ami  pubou  his  said  liind  the  like  number 
ot  three  neat  cattle,  a.s  aforesaid,  on-ev*ry  fitty  acres  thereiii  contained;  or',  odierwise,  if  any  fiart  of  the  said  tract  of 
oiland  shall  be'stony  and  rocky  gruuntf,  pot  fit  foi;  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years,  asafore-- 
said,. besides  lerecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  eipplyy  tliereon.  and  continue  to  work  for  three- yeare  then.rvext 
ensuing,  in  diggng  any  stone  quariy  or  mine,  one  good  and  able  haii,d  for  eveiy  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be 
accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  aiul'improve'ment;  Provided  fi/.so,,'riiat  every  three  acres  which  s'hall  be' cleared 
and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid,  shall  fu'rthei- be  accounted  ft_sufficient  sieating,  planting,  cultivation', 
and  improvement,  to  save  foi'ev.er  from  forfeiture  fifty  aci'es  of  land,  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted;  and 
'the  said  John  Sutherland,  his  heirs  and  assign.^:,  shall-  be  at  liberty  to  wrtlulraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  work- 
ing in  any  stone  q'uariy  or  mine  in-proportitinto  su'c'h  cultivation  and  improvements  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  planta- 
blelan-ds,  swamps,  sunken,  grounds,  "or  mar.shes  therein  containeil-:  Provided  a/.so.  That  this'grant  shall  be  duly 
registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this  province  w'lth'in  six- months  from  the  date, hereof,  and  .also,  that  a  docket 
thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  tima,  if  such. establishment  shall  take  place  in  • 
tills  province:  Provided,  always.  That  tlie  said  John  Sutherland,  his  heirs  a'nd  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter^  having 
seated,  planted,  cultiv;ited,.and  improved' the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  condi- 
tions above  mentioned,  may  make-pruof  of  such  seating,  planting,  culti'vation,  and  irafM-ovement,  in  the  general  court, 
or  in  tho'court  of  the  county,  district,  or  precinct  wliere  the  saitl  land  Ueth,  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the 
Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  r<;coi'd  of  tills  grant,  a  copy  of  which;-  duly  attested,  shall  be  admit- 
ted (,'n  trial  to  prove  the  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement  of  the  said  land:  Provided  always,  never- 
theless. That  if  t-hc  said  John  Sufherllind,  his  hefrs'and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with  and  fulfil 
the  respective  directions  and  feonditions  herein  above  set  forth  ibr-the  proper  cultivation  of , the  said  land,  within  the  , 
time  herein  above'limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  if  the  said  John  Sutherland,  his  heirs  or  4ssigns,  shall  not 
-pay  to  us,  OUT  heir's  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to. the  proper  officer  appointed 
to  receive  the  same,  tlie  said  quit^ient  of  one,  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within 
fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre-contained  in  this  ,gran,t;  that  then, -and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respect- 
ively, this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  therein  contained- to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  an(l  premises,  hereby  specified,  andevery  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revtrt  to  fis,  our 
heirs  and  successors^  fully  and  absolutely,  as  ii' the  s,anie  had  never  been  granted.  This  grant  being  in  pursuance 
of  our  royal  proclamation  of  the  seventh  day  of -October,  in  the  thicd  year. oV  oui- reign. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  'Florida:  Witness  our  trustyind  well  beloved  Peter  Chester, 
-  Esquire,  pur  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-fchief,in  and-  over  our  said  province,  at  Pen- 
sacola.  this  twenty-second  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  oii,e  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-nine, and  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  our  reign.       '  ;' 

-  r-  [g.  s.]       PETER  CHESTER. 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office.  . 

•  ELIHU  HALL  BAY,  Z)ep«(/2/ ■S'ecre/«r2/. 

West  Florida,  ss. 

Pursnant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c..to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of 
October,  H'S,  I  have  perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certiiy  that  there  is  no 
error  therein  appiirejjtto  me. 

'  ■  E.  G.  WEGG,  Attorney  Generah 
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West  Florida,  Secretahy's  Office,  Fcnsacola,  22d  October,  1779. 
I  do  hei-eby  certify,  fhatthe  within   letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  tli:>  certiHcate  of  the 
Attorney  General,  are  recorded  mthe  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  Province  of  West  Florida    in  liber  \ 
JNo.  3,  pa§e532.  '  ' 

Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record,  by 

ELIHU  HALL  BAY,  Dcp.  Secrdary  and  Register. 
Auditor's  Office,  Pensacola,  22(/  October,  1779. 
A  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  this  office,  in  book  B,  page  —  by 

3.  LORIMER,  Bep.  .Auditor. 
Entered  iu  record  of  claims,  vol.  1.  page  374,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  fur 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John  Sutherland,  executed  by  Elihu  Hall  Bay  as  attorney 
for  said  Sutherland,  dated  13th  day  of  November,  1779,  conveying  to  Henry  Beaumont  all  the  said  Sutherland's  ri^ht 
title,  and  claim  to  the  said  tract  of  land.  °    ' 

The  claimant  also  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Henry  Beaumont,  bearing  date  the  15th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1779,  conveying  to  Elihu  Hall  Bay  all  the  said  Beaumont's  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  said  tract  of  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

AuGtJsTiN  RocHox's  hcirs,  case  No.  144  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No).  116  on  the  books  of  the 
Register, 

67n£w— Of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land,  as  the  legal  representatives  of  Augustin  Rochor;,  deceased 
by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act.  ' 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  foUowin''  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  >  ° 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  qf  Congress  passed  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1803  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  eastof  Pearl  river.  ' 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  12,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  ofTorabigbee  river,  butting  and  boundin" 
northwardly  by  Lewis  Forneret's  land,  southerly  by  Daniel  Mortimer's  land,  eastwardly  by  said  river,  and  on  the 
other  side  by  vacant  land;  about  two  miles  above  Nanna  Hubba  blutf,  and  about  sixty-two  miles  from  the  town  of 
Mobile;  is  claimed  by  Louise  Rochon,  widow,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Augustin  Rochon,  deceased,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  a  British  patent  granted  to  Augustin  Rochon,  deceased,  late  husband  of  the  said  Louise,  as  may 
appear  by  the  original  patent  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river, 
to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  le;ive  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed. 

•    AUGUSTIN  ROCHON, 

Attorney  for  Louise  Rochon. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
West  Florida,  ss. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  cf  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  d^ender  of  the  faith,  ^-c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  Augustin  Rochoii,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  about  two  miles  above  thejbluff'of  the  Nanna  Hubba. 
and  about  sixty-two  miles  above  the  town  of  Mobile,  bounded  northwardly  by  Lewis  Forneret's  land,  southwardly 
by  Daniel  Mortimer's  land,  eastwardly  by  said  river,  and  on  the  other  side  by  vacant  land,  in  our  said  province  of 
West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands,  in  our  said  province  of  AVest  Flondaj 
which  said  tract  of  land  contains  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate 
hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said  province,  may  more 
fully  and  at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  wa- 
ters, watercourses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in 
anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,   and  all 
mines  and  minerals,  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Au- 
gustin Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,    our  heirs 
and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be 
appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year; 
the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael   which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  two 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast,  annually:  Provided  always,  (and  this  present 
grant  is  upon  condition,)  nevertheless.  That  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  and  do,  within  three 
years  after  the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three  acres,  at 
least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous;  or  else  do  clear  and  drain 
three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained  therein; 
and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof  accounted  barren  three  neat 
cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon,  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  be  fully  cleared  aud  improved;  and  if  it  shall 
so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  land  fit  for  present  cultivation,  without  manuring  and  improving  the  same, 
if  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the  date  hereof,  erect  on  some  part 
of  the  said  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  and  sixteen  feet  in  breadth, 
and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  numberof  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty  acres  therein  contained;  or 
otherwise,  if  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit  for  culture  or  pasture,  shall  anil 
do,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  employ  thereon,  and  continue  to  work 
for  three  years  then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  one  good  and  able  hand  for  every  hundred 
acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improvement:  Provided  also,  'J'hat  every  three  acres 
which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid,  shall  further  be  accounted  a  sufficient  seat- 
ing, planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of  land  in  any  part  of  the 
said  tract  hereby  granted.    And  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his 
or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  cultivation  and  improvements  afore- 
said, as  shall  be  made  upon  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds  or  marshes  therein  contained :  Provided  always. 
That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this  province,  within  six  months  from  the  date 
hereof,  and  also  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment 
shall  take  place  in  this  province:    Provided  always,  That  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  at 
any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to 
the  directions  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improve- 
ment, in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the  county,  district,  or  precinct  where  the  said  land  lieth;  and  have  such 
proof  certified  to  the  Registers  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  altered, 
shall  be  admitted  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  of  the  said  land:    Provided  always,  nevertheless,  I  hat 
95  p 
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if  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with  and  fulfil  the  respective  di- 
rections and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth,  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  within  the  time  herein 
above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or  if  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive 
the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen 
days  after  the  said  feast,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  re- 
spectively, this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  contained  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  never  had  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  said  province  of  West  Florida:  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter 
Chester,  Esq.  our  Captain  Genera?,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at 
Pensacola,  this  fourth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  and  in  the  twentieth  year  of  our  reign. 

[g.  s.]        PETER  CHESTER. 
Passed  the  Secretary's  office. 

ELIHU  HALL  BAY,  Dep.  Sec'y. 

West  Florida,  ss. 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-chief,  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,' &c.  &c.  tome  directed,  bearing  date  the  fourth  day  of 
December,  1779,  I  have  perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no 
error  therein  apparent  to  me.    ■ 

E.  R.  WEGG,  Attorney  General. 

Wkst  Florida,  Secretary's  Office,  Pensacola,  ith  December,  1779. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  At- 
torney General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A, 
No-  3,  page  534. 

Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record,  by 

ELIHU  HALL  BAY,  Dep.  Secretary  and  Register. 

Pensacola,  Auditor's  Office,  ith  December,  1779. 

A  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  page  — ,  by 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  Auditor. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  393,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  fieg^sfer. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

The  HEIRS  OF  Augustin  Rochon,  case  No.  145  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  117  on  the  books  of  the 
Register. 

C/aim— Of  five  iiundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  by  virtue  of  a  British  patent,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  laud  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /oc  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Fort  Stoddert,  I2th  March,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  river  Tensaw,  butting  and  bounding  on  the 
north  by  land  surveyed  to  Charles  Parent;  northwestward  by  land  possessed  by  Lewis  Duret;  south  by  land  pos- 
sessed by  John  Trouillet,  and  southwestward  by  the  river  Tensaw,  about  thirty-six  miles  aljove  the  town  of  Mobile: 
is  claimed  by  Louise  Rochon,  widow,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Augustin  Rochon,  deceased,  under  and  by  vir- 
tue of  a  British  patent  granted  to  Augustin  Rochon,  deceased,  late  husband  of  the  said  Louise,  as  may  appear  by  the 
original  patent  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  she  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Augustin  Rochon,  Attorney  for 

LOUISE  ROCHON. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
West  Florida,  ss. 

George  the  Third,  bi}  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  ^c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tensaw,  about  thirty-six  miles  above  the  town  of  Mobile, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  land  surveyed  to  Charles  Parent,  northward  by  land  surveyed  to  Lewis  Duret,  south  by 
land  possessed  by  John  Trouillet,  and  southwestward  by  the  river  Tensaw,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida,  and 
having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  an- 
nexed, as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  of  lands;  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  is 
bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate,  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  General  of 
lands,  in  our  said  province,  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and 
timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  watercourses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances 
^yhatsoeyer,  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and 
fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines  and  minerals,  reserving  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of 
gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  said  premises  hereby  granted, 
with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage, 
yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being, 
or  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at 
the  feast  of  St.  Michael  ^every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall 
first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  two  years,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast,  annually:  Provided  always, 
(and  this  present  grant  is  upon  condition,)  nevertheless.  That  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall 
and  do,  within  three  years  after  the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  lands  hereby  granted,  clear  and 
cultivate  three  acres,  at  least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous; 
or  else,  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such 
shall  be  contained  therein;  and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof 
accounted  barren  three  neat  cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon,  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully 
cleared  and  improved;  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  present  cultiva- 
tion, without  manuring  and  improving  the  same,  if  the  said  Augustin  Rochou,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  within  three 


1809.]  LAND   CLAIMS   IN^THE    MISSISSIPPI    TERRITORY.  751 


years  from  the  date  hereof,  erect  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least 
twenty  leet  in  length  and  sixteen  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  afore- 
said, on  every  fifty  acres  therem  contained:  or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  shall  be  stony  and 
rocky  ground,  not  fit  tor  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said 
house,  begin  to  employ  thereon,  and  continue  to  work,  for  three  years  then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarry 
or  mine,  one  good  and  able  hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  suftfcient  cultivation  and 
improvement:  Proyirferf,  also,  That  every  three  acres  which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  turther  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  any  part  of  the  said  tract  hereby  granted.  And  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  iiis  heirs  or  assigns,  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  culti- 
Tation  and  improvement:  Provided  always.  That  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time  here- 
after, having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  the  direc- 
tions and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  in 
the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  (the  county,  district,  or  precinct  where  the  said  land  lieth,  and  have  such  proof 
certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall 
be  admitted  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  the  said  land :  Provided  always,  nevertheless.  That,  if  the  said 
Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with  anil  fulfil  the  respective  directions 
and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth,  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  within  the  time  herein  above  limited 
for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  if  the  said  Augustin  Rochon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the 
the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after, 
annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall 
be  void,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditauients, 
and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  fully 
and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  never  had  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter  Chester, 
Esquire.  ourCaptain,General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at  Pensacola, 
this  sixteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  the 
seventeenth  year  of  our  reign. 

[g.  s.]         peter  CHESTER. 
Passed  the  Secretary's  Office. 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.  Deputy  Sec. 
West  Florida,  ss- 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  16th  day  of  June, 
1777, 1  have  perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  error  therein  ap- 
parent to  me. 

Elihu  Hall  Bay,  for 

E.  R.  WEGG,  Attorney  General. 

West  Florida,  Secretary's  Office,  June  16,  1777. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent,  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary's  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A,  No. 
3,  page  284.    Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record  by 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.,  Deputy  Secretary. 
Auditor's  Office,  June  16, 1777. 
A  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  folio  4,  by 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  Auditor. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  400,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francis  Coleman's  case,  No.  146  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  118  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Charles  Walker,  by  virtue  of  a 
British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1803,  for  receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  beginning  on  a 
point  immediately  above  the  Black  Rock,  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  running  west,  twenty-one  degrees  thirty  mi- 
nutes south,  fifty-six  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  corner;  thence,  north,  twenty-one  degrees  thirty  minutes  west,  fifty- 
eight  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  the  river;  thence,  along  said  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  five  hundred  acres, 
more  or  less:  is  claimed  by  Francis  Coleman,  of  Jefferson  county.  State  of  Georgia,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Brit- 
ish patent,  granted  to  Charles  Walker,  conveyed  by  Charles  Walker  to  Joel  Walker,  and  by  Joel  Walker  to  the 
claimant,  and  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established,  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  act  of 
Congress,  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act  of  Congress.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  re- 
fer, as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

WILLIAM  COLEMAN, 
Attorney  in  fact  for  Francis  Coleman. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

George  thb  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  S,-c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  tract  of  land  situated  on  a  point  immediately  above  (he  Black  Rock,  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  about  one  hundred 
and  twelve  miles  above  the  town  of  Mobile,  which  tract  of  land  is  bounded  by  the  river  Tombigbee  on  the  north- 
east, south,  and  southwest,  and  part  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the  west  by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of  West  Flo- 
rida; and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  here- 
unto annexed,  as  drawn  bv  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands;  which  said  tract  contains  five  hundred  acres,  and  is 
bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate,  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  ol  our  said  Surveyor  General  oj 
lands  in  our  said  province  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and 
timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  watercourses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances, 
whatsoever,  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and 
fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines  and  minerals,  reserving  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  '"'"es  ot 
gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with 
the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage;  yield- 


752  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [1809. 

ing  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  tiie  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or 
to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the 
feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first 
happen  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  tiie  said  feast,  annually: 
Provided  always,  (and  this'present  grant  is  upon  condition,)  nevertheless,  That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the 
Register's  Office  of  this  province  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  and  also  that  a  docket  thereof  siiall  be  en- 
tered in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  £nd pro- 
vided, also,  That  if  the  said  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with  and  ful- 
fil the  respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set  fortn  for  registering  fthis  grant,  within  the  time  herein 
above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof:  or  if  the  said  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the 
same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days 
after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant 
shall  be  void,  any  thing  therein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  never  had  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter 
Chester,  Esquire,  our  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  oUr  said  province,  at 
Pensacola,  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  se- 
venty-seven, and  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  our  reign. 

[g.  s.]  PETER  CHESTER. 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office.  PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.,  Bqyuty  Secretary.       ' 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esq.  our  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commanuer-in- 
chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  &c.  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of 
January,  1777, 1  have  perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  error 
therein  apparent  to  me. 

E.  R.  WEGG,  Attorney  General. 

Pensacola,  January  27,  1777. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretaiy  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A,  No.  2, 
page  286,  &c.    Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record  by 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jtin.  Deputy  Secretary. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  406,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  iJeg-is/er. 

The  claimant  exliibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Joel  Walker,  bearing  date  the  21st  day  of  December,  1798; 
also,  a  deed  from  Mary  Walker,  the  wife  of  said  Joel,  bearing  date  the  28th  day  of  December,  1798,  duly  executed 
and  proven,  conveying  and  relinquishing  to  Francis  Coleman,  in  and  by  the  first  mentioned  deed,  all  the  said  Joel's 
right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  in  and  by  the  other  said  deed,  conveying  and 
relinquishing  to  the  said  Coleman  all  the  said  Mary's  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate,  in  or  to  said  tract  of  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francis  Coleman's  case,  No.  147  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  119  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  one  hundred  acres,  as  legal  representative  of  Abraham  Little,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the 
first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  bounded  to  the 
north  by  land  surveyed  for  Frederick  George  Mulcaster,  to  the  northwestward  by  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  on  all 
other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  hath  such  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  an- 
nexed: is  claimed  by  Francis  Coleman,  of  Jefferson  county,  and  State  of  Georgia,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  British 
patent,  granted  to  Abraham  Little,  and  by  Abraham  Little  to  Frances  Walker,  and  from  Frances  Walker  to  Joel 
Walker,  and  from  Joel  Walker  to  said  claimant;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established 
east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot 
herewith  filed.  ' 

WM.  COLEMAN, 
'  [Plot  omitted  T  Mtomey  in  fact  for  Francis  Coleman. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  ^c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  Abraham  Little,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  about  one  hundred  and  thirteen  miles  from  the 
town  of  Mobile,  bounded  to  the  northward  by  land  surveyed  for  Frederick  George  Mulcaster,  to  the  northeast  by 
the  river  Tombigbee,  and  on  the  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  in  our  said  province  of  West  Florida: and  having  such 
shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  jn  the  plot  thereof,  hereunto  annexed,  as 
drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said  province  of  West  Florida;  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  one 
hundred  acres,  and  is  bounded,  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said 
Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  province,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  under- 
woods, timber,  and  timber,  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  watercourses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments, 
and  appurtenances  whatsoever  hereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunt- 
ing, hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines  and  muierals;  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises 
hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Abraham  Little,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and 
common  soccage;  yielding  and  payingunto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents 
for  the  timebemg,  or  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny 
sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St. 
Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days 
after  the  said  feast,  annually :  Provided  always,  (and  this  present  grant  isupon  condition,)  nevertheless.  That  the  said 
Abraham  Little,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years  after  the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres 
of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three  acres,  at  least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall 
judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous;  or  else,  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or 
do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained  therein;  and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid, 
put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof  accounted  barren  three  neat  cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon, 
until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully  cleared  and  improved;  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part 
of  the  said  tract  of  land  tit  for  present  cultivation,  without  manuring  and  improving  the  same,  if  the  said  Abraham 
Little,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the  date  hereof,  erect  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of 
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land  one  good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  and  sixteenfeet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said 
land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty  acres  therein  contained;  or  otherwise,  if  any 
part  of  the  said  land  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit  for  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years, 
as  aforesaid.besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  employ  thereon,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years  then 
nest  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  one  good  and  able  iiand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall 
be  accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement;  Provided,  also,  That  every  three  acres 
which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained,  as  a.tbiesaid,  shall  further  be  accounted  a  sufficient  seat- 
ing, cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of  laml  in  any  part  of  tlie  tract 
hereby  granted;  and  the  said  Abraham  Little,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  sliall  be  at  lilierty  to  witlidraw  his  or  their 
stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  cultivation  and  improvement,  as 
aforesaid,  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or  marshes  therein  contained: 
Provided,  also,  Tliat  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Registers  Office  of  tfiis  province  witliin  six  months 
from  the  date  hereof,  and  also  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  tlie  same 
tirne,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided  always.  That  the  said  Abraham  Little,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  iu)proved  tlie  said  land,  or  any 
part  tliereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating,  plant- 
ing, cultivation,  and  improvement,  in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the  county,  district,  or  precinct  where 
the  said  land  lieth;  and  have  sucfi  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of 
this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  of  the  said 
land:  Provided  always,  nevertheless.  That  if  the  said  Abraham  Littfe,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things 
fully  comply  with  and  fulfil  the  respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth,  for  the  proper  cultiva- 
tion of  the  said  land  within  the  time  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  if  the  said  Abraham  Little,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  shafl  not  pay  to  us,' our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper 
officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  sai(l  feast  of  St. 
Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant;  then,  and  in 
either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,'any  thing  contained  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing; and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
sliall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  never  had  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter  Ches- 
ter, Esq.  Captain  General,  Governor,  ami  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at  Pensacola, 
this  16th  day  of  February,  1778,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

[g.  s.]       PETER  CHESTER. 
Passed  the  Secretary's  Office, 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.,  Deputy  Secretary. 
West  Florida,  ss: 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esq.  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief 
in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  16th  day  of  February, 
1778, 1  have  perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  error  therein  ap- 
parent to  me. 

E.  R.  WEGG,  Attorney  General. 

West  Florida,  Secretary's  Office,  February  16,  1778. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A,  No.  3, 
page  385,  &c.    Examined  and  compared  with  the  said,  record  by 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.  Deputy  Secretary. 

Auditor's  Office,  Feb.  16,  1778. 

A  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  folio  23,  per  J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  Auditor. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  416,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  produced  a  deed  from  Joel  Walker,  bearing  date  the  21st  day  of  December,  1798,  conveying  all 
the  said  Joel's  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of  land. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Hoggatt's  case,  No.  148  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  120  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— Of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  as  legal  representative  of  William  Wall,  and  Eleanor,  his  wife,  by  vir- 
tue of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act.  ■       I      r  11      • 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  pint  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  (ollowing  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  Cou;<T¥,  February  4,  1804. 

James  Hoggatt,  a  citizen  of  the  territory  aforesaid,  claims  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  lying  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  formerly  granted  by  His  British  Majesty  tO  William  Wall,  by  letters  patent,  bearing 
date  the  20th  day  of  March,  1778;  which  ^original  patent  is  in  the  possession  of  the  present  claimant,  and  a  plot 
hereof  is  thereunto  annexed;  and  by  the  said  William  Wall,  and  Eleanor,  his  wife,  by  their  deed, -legally  and  fully 
executed,  bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  November,  1778,  did  convey  unto  the  said  James  Hoggatt  the  said  two  hun- 
dred  and  fifty  acres  of  land.  ^^^^^  HOGGATT. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
West  Florida,  ss. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  Sfc. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  William  Wall,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  bounded  on  the  northwest  oy  lands  surveyed 
for  William  Tucker,  on  the  northeast  side  by  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  in  our 
province  of  West  Florida;  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented 
in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands;  which  said  tract  of  land  contains 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand 
of  our  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said  province,  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear;  together  wih  all 
woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  watercourses,  prohts,  c(mimodities, 
hereditaments  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with 
privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines  and  minerals,  reserving  unto  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  and,  and  all  and  sin- 
gular the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  William  \\  all,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  tor- 
ever,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General 
of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  pt 
one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said 
feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  tour- 
teen  days  after  the  said  feast,  annually;  Provided  always,  (and  this  present  grant  is  upon  condition,)  «e^■cr//i<■to•*, 
That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this  province,  within  six  months  from  the  date 
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hereof,  and  also  that  a  docket  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment 
shall  take  place  in  this  province:  ^nd  provided,  also,  That  if  the  said  William  Wall,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not 
in  all  things  fully  comply  with  and  fulfil  the  conditions  herein  above  set  forth,  for  the  registering  this  grant  within 
the  time  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  if  the  said  William  Wall,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive 
the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen 
days  after  the  said  feast,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases, 
respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  therein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  fully  and  absolutely  as  if  the  same  never  had  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  Witness  our  trusty  atid  well  beloved  Peter  Chester, 
Esq.  our  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at  Pensa- 
cola,  this  20th  of  March,  1778,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

Ig.  s.]  peter  CHESTER. 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office. 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.  Depuly  Secretary. 
West  Florida,  ss. 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esq.,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in- 
chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  &c.  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of 
March,  1778,  I  have  perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  error 
therein  apparent  to  me. 

E.  R.  WEGG,  Jlttorney  General, 

Pensacola,  Secretary's  Office,  March  20,  1778. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Attor  • 
ney  General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  this  province,  in  lib.  A,  No.  2,  page  500. 
Examined  and  compared  \yith  the  said  record,  by 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.,  Deputy  Secretary. 

Auditor's  Office,  March  20,  1778. 
A.  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  folio  33,  per 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  Auditor. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  424,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  William  Wall,  and  Eleanor  his  wife,  bearing  date  the  3d  day 
of  November,  1778,  conveying  to  the  said  claimant  all  the  said  William  and  Eleanor's  right,  title,  interest,  claim, 
and  demand  in  and  t»  the  said  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Robert  Abrahams'  case.  No.  149  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  123  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim — Of  five  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  British  patent,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  net  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  butting  and  bounding  northeast  by  said  river,  west  by  John  Matthews's  land,  and  on  all' 
sides  by  vacant  land,  containing  five  hundred  acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Richard  Burney,  attorney  in  fact  for  Robert  Abrahams,  in 
and  by  virtue  of  a  British  patent,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed. 

RICHARD  BURNEY, 
.Attorney  in  fact  for  Robert  Mrahams. 
March  26,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

By  His  Excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over 
His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  &c. 

To  Elias  Dfrnford,  Esquire,  Surveyor  General: 

You  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  measure,  or  cause  to  be  admeasured  and  laid  out,  to  Robert  Abra- 
hams, a  plantation  or  tract  of  land  containing  five  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  from  the  town  of  Mobile,  in  West  Florida,  observing  His  Majesty's  instructions 
in  laying  out  the  same,  taking  the  utmost  care  you  can  that  the  same  has  not  been  heretofore  run  out  on  any  warrant 
or  patent,  but  be  vacant  land,  and  return  a  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  certified  by  you  in  the  Secretary's  Office 
within  six  months  from  this  date. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  Pensacola,  this  15th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1778. 

PETER  CHESTER. 
Secretary's  office,  certified  by 

ELIHU  HALL  BAY,  Deputy  Secretary. 
West  Florida,  ss. 

Pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esq. ,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  28th  day  of  January, 
1779, 1  have  caused  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  unto  Robert  Abrahams,  a  plantation  or  tract  of  land  containing  five 
hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  said  river,  distance 
from  the  town  of  Mobile  about  one  hundreil  and  fifteen  miles,  joining,  west,  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  for  John  Mat- 
thews, and  on  the  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  hath  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  re- 
presented in  the  plot  annexed.    Certified  this  28th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1779,  by 

ELIAS  DURNFORD,  Surveyor  General. 

Pensacola,  January  28,  1779. 
Received  from  Robert  Abrahams  the  Surveyor  General's  fees  for  his  five  hundred  acres  on  the  river  Tombigbee. 

THOMAS  DURNFORD. 
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Received  of  Mr.  Robert  Abrahams  19  31,  for  his  fees  on  his  grant  of  five  hundred  acres,  including  Attorney  Ge- 
neral and  Auditor's  fees  for  the  Secretary's  OflBce. 

R.  W.  CARR. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  441,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for- 

^      ^  .  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Seth  Dean's  case,  No.  150  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  180  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— 01  two  thousand  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  Charles  Walker,  under  the  first  section 
of  the  act. 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  theSd  day  of  March,l803,  for  receiving 
cmd  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  about  fifty-eight 
miles  above  the  town  of  Mobile,  and  about  eight  miles  above  the  fork  of  the  Alabama,  in  the  county  of  Washmgton, 
beginning  at  a  pine,  thence,  south,  eighty  degrees  west,  eighty-one  chains  seventy-nine  links,  to  a  pine:  thence, 
south,  eighty  degrees  east,  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  chains,  to  a  willow;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  an 
oak;  thence,  north,  eighty  degrees  west,  two  hundred  and  forty-five  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  shape, 
forms,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  two  thousand  acres: 
is  claimed  by  Seth  Dean,  legal  representative  of  Charles  Walker,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  British  patent,  and  is  now 
exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

SETH  DEAN, 
Legcd  representative  of  Charles  Walker. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
West  Florida,  m. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  nf  the  faith,  4'C. 
To  all  to  ivhom  these  presents  shcdl  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  CharlesWalker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that 
tract  of  land  situated  about  fifty-eight  miles  above  the  town  of  Mobile,  and  about  eight  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Alabama,  butting  southwardly  by  lands  laid  out  unto  Alex:'.nder  Mcintosh,  eastwardly  by  Tombigbee  river,  and  on 
all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of 
lands;  which  said  tract  of  land  cotitains  two  thousand  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate,  hereunto 
likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands,  in  our  said  province,  may  more  fully  and  at 
large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  water- 
courses, profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances,  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  ap- 
pertaining; together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines  and 
minerals,  reserving  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Charles 
Walker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage;  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  other  ofiicer  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year; 
the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  ot  two 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast,  annually:  Provided  always,  (and  this  present 
grant  is  upon  condition,)  nevertheless,  That  the  said  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  do,  within 
three  years  after  the  date  hereof,  foi-  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  lands  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three 
acres,  at  least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  may  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous,  or  else  do  clear 
and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  ordo  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained 
therein;  and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof  accounted  barren 
three  neat  cattle, and  continue  the  same  thereon,  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully  cleared  and  improved; 
and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  present  cultivation,  without  manuring 
and  improving  the  same,  if  the  said  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from. the  date 
hereof,  erect  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in 
length  and  sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  upon  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on 
ever}'  fifty  acres  therein  contained;  or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  land  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit 
for  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  employ 
thereon,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years  then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  one  good  and  able 
hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  sh;i!l  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improvement:  Provided,  also. 
That  every  three  acres  which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained,  shall  further  be  accounted  a  suf- 
ficient seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of  land,  in  any 
part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted;  and  the  said  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw 
his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  sucli  cultivation  and  improvements, 
as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or  marshes  therein  contained:  Provided,  also. 
That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this  province,  within  six  months  from  the  date 
hereof,  and  also  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establish- 
ment shall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided,  always.  That  the  said  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to 
the  directions  and  conditions  abovementioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improve- 
ment, in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the  county,  district,  or  precinct,  where  the  said  land  lieth,  and  have  such 
proof  certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant;  a  copy  of  which,  duly  at- 
tested, shall  be  admitted  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  of  the  said  land:  Provided  always,  nevertheless. 
That  if  the  said  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with  and  fulfil  the  respective 
directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  within  the  tune  herein  above 
limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  if  the  said  Charles  Walker,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same, 
the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after, 
annually,  for  every  acre  contained;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding:  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises, 
hereby  granted,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely, 
as  if  the  same  never  had  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Elias  Durn- 
ford,  Esq.  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at  Pensacola.  this 
third  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1770,  and  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  reign. 

[g.  s.]  elias  DURNFORD. 

Signed  in  council,  this  3d  April,  1770. 

FRANCIS  POUSSETT,  Dep.  Cl'k  Council. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  521,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  7?eg-w<er. 
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The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Mary  Walker,  as  relict  and  sole  executrix  of  Joel  Walker, 
deceased,  bearing  date  the  25th  day  of  November,  1799,  conveying  and  relinquishing  all  her  right,  title,  interest, 
claim,  and  demand  of,  in  and  unto  the  said  tract  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  unto  David  Walker;  also,  one  other 
deed  from  David  Walker  and  Charlotte  Walker,  bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  September,  1801,  conveying  and  re- 
linquishing all  their  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  of  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  unto  the  said  Seth  Dean. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Seth  Dean's  case,  No.  151  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  182  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  as  legal  representative  of  John  Dawson,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant, 
under  the  first  section'  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim",  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of 

Pearl  river. 
Gentlemen: 

The  annexed  plot  represents  a  tract  of  land  originally  granted  to  John  Dawson,  and  by  the  said  Dawson 
willed  to  his  wife  Elizabeth,  who  intermarried  with  Thomas  Davis,  and  by  said  Davis  conveyed  to  me,  as  by  a  deed 
bearing  date  S7th  day  of  January,  1801,  will  more  fully  appear;  which  plot,  will,  and  deed,  is  how  delivered  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recordecl  as  directed  by  an  "  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1803."    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer. 

SETH  DEAN, 
March  31,  1804.  Legal  representative  of  John  Dawson. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  the  3d  day  of  October,  177G,  by  Elias  Durnford,  Surveyor  General  of  West  Florida. 
The  claimant  exhibited  part  of  a  seal,  and  a  small  piece  of  paper,  which  appear  to  be  remnants  of  a  British  grant, 
the  writing  being  illegible,  and  no  entire  sentence  remaining. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  531,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  produced  a  will  and  testament  of  Jjhn  Dawson,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  December,  1790, 
duly  executed  and  proven,  in  and  by  which  will  he  devised  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  Dawson  all  his  right  and  title  to 
the  said  tract  of  land;  also,  a  deed  from  Thomas  Davis,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  January,  1801,  conveying  all 
his  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  in  the  said  tract  of  land  unto  the  said  Seth  Dean. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Seth  Dean's  case,  No.  152  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  181  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim — Of  one  thousand  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Francis  Juzant, 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  qf 

Pearl  river. 
Gentlemen: 

The  annexed  deed  for  a  tract  or  two  tracts  of  land,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  situated 
on  both  sides  of  Cedar  creek,  below  Fort  Stoddert,  I  purchased  of  Francis  Juzant,  heir-at-law  of  Peter  Juzant, 
deceased,  which  land  the  said  Peter  Juzant  obtained  from  the  Spanish  Government;  which  deed  is  now  exhibited 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recoi'ded  as  directed  by  the  "  Act  of  Con- 
gress passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803."    To  which  deed  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

SETH  DEAN, 
March  31,  1804.  Representative  of  Francis  Juzant. 

Mississippi  Territory: 

This  indenture,  made  this  25th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1802,  and  in  the  twenty-sixth 
year  of  American  independence,  between  Francis  Juzant  of  the  one  part,  citizen  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  Seth 
Dean,  of  the  territory  aforesaid,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth:  That  the  said  Francis  Juzant,  for  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Seth  Dean,  at  and  before  the  sealing  and  de- 
livery of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  and  confirmed 
to  the  said  Seth  Dean,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  tract  or  tracts  of  land  that  was  formerly  the  property  of  Peter 
Juzant,  deceased,  adjoining  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  near  or  on  both  sides  of  the  mouth  of  Cedar 
creek,  supposed  to  contain  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  more  or  less:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  above  tract  of  land, 
■with  all  and  singular  the  improvements  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  unto  the  said  Seth  Dean,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  forever;  and  the  said  Francis  Juzant,  for  iiimself,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  warrant  and  de- 
fend the  right  and  titles  of  the  beforementioned  premises,  against  all  persons  lawfully  claiming  the  same,  unto  the 
said  Seth  Dean,  his  heirs  or  assigns. 

In  witness  whereof,  he  hath  set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

FRANCIS  JUZANT. 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  f 

Robert  Walton, 
William  Walton. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  530,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Bates's  case.  No.  153  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  187  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  >vords 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

r 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  qf  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton, beginning  at  a  sassafras;  thence,  south,  forty-four  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine;  south,  forty-seven 
chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  forty-four  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  gum;  thence,  north,  fifty  degrees  east, 
twelve  chains,  to  the  river;  thence,  with  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  niarks,  both  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  sis  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres:  is  claimed 
by  Thomas  Bates,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  as  a  donation;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Re- 
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gister  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  s,aid  act.     To  all  which  he 
begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

.,  „    ,„„,  THOMAS  T.  BATES,  his  x  mark. 

March  31,  1804.  ' 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  the  15tli  of  March,  1804,  by  Natt  Christmas.    Sworn  chain  bearers,  Wm.  Vaughn  and  Rob't  Sharp. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  551,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes.  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  said  Vaughn  and  Sharp,  chain  carriers  for  the  preceding  survey,  were  sworn  befoie  James  Farr.  Justice  of 
Peace.  ' 

Richard  Hawkins  and  James  Powell  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  br 

P     nnnrn.   tier   riPnnQPr        that    tKoir   horl    m\   \r,infcct-   \n    lU\^   /.t'liiri.      tK.if   TU., —  ..^    TJ..*..,      *L..    .._.        1     ■  .   °i-    1      1     *^ 


the  Board, 


u   .»a,vvi^.i,3  a  lu  ua.in-s  roweii  ivere  (Mesenieu  as  wunesses.  anu,  Deing  Guiy  sworn  anil  interrogated  by 
,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Thomas  Bates,  the  present  claimant,  did,  be- 
fore the  year  1797,  during  that  year,  and  ever  since,  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  in  question:  and  that  he  was  at 
Ihe  head  of  a  tamilv.  anrl  twentv-onp  vpars  nf  no-n. 


said  time  the  head  of  a  family,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Ann  Lawreince,  representative  of  Moses  Moore;  case  commenced  in  page  688. 

James  Bilbo  and  William  Phelps,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  John  Callier  and 
R.  Harwell,  Esquires.  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

James  Powel  and  Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyors,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said 
Powel  deposed,  that  Moses  Moore,  deceased,  did  live  upon  and  cultivate  the  land  in  questiim  at  the  time  of  his 
death;  that,  after  his  death,  Cornelius  Rain,  who  was  the  son  of  the  widow,  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  said  land 
and  was  in  possession  thereof  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  (as 'the  witness  understood)  under  the  authori:y  and  by 
the  permission  of  the  widow  of  said  Moses  Moore. 

The  said  Bilbo  testified,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  of  the  land  in  question;  that  it  was  correct,  accord- 
ing to  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  he  believed  that  the  upper  end  of  this  claim  was  covered  by  a  British  grant 
!n  the  riame  of  John  Mcintosh,  and  that  the  lower  end  was  embraced  by  a  Spanish  permission,  in  favor  of  Corne- 
lius Rain;  that  the  improvements,  which  were  originally  made  by  Moses  Moore,  deceased,  were  included  within 
this  survey. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Powel's  case,  commenced  in  page  706.    1 

James  Dean,  one  of  the  chain  carriers  for  the  slurvey  in  this  case,  was  sworn  before  Figures  Lewis,  Esq.  Justice 
of  Peace. 

Cornelius  Rain  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that, 
before  the  year  1797,  throughout  that  year,  and  ever  since,  James  Powel,  the  present  claimant,  had  lived  upon  the 
land  in  question,  and  cultivated  the  same;  and  that,  in  the  year  1797,  he  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  more  than 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Cornelius  Rain's  case;  commenced  in  page  692. 

.  James 'Dean  and  James  Powel,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  R.  Harwell,  Justice 
of  Peace. 

Thomas  Bates  and  James  Powel  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Cornelius  Rain,  the  present  claimant,  as  they 
believed,  vvas  a  married  man,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1795;  and  that  he  had  inhabited 
and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  fiom  that  time  to  the  then  present  time. 

John  Dease,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  and  plotted 
the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  iiicluded  the  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  he  un- 
derstood that  this  survey  interfered  with  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Lawrence,  but  that  it  could  not  be  run  in  any  other 
form- without  excluding  this  claimant's  improvements. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Fare's  case,  No.  154  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  161  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  three  hundred  and  forty-four  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figure* 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  nf  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  3Iarch,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  ofPearlriver. 

March  29,  1804. 
Pleafee  to  fake  notice,  that  the  following  trict  of  land,  situated  oh  the  west  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  said  river  at  a  white  oak,  running  thence,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west, 
twenty  chains,  to  a  pine:  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  west,  sixty-nine  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north, 
sixty-si.K  degrees  east,  fifty-nine  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north,  thirty-six  degrees  west,  fifty-four  chains; 
thence,  south,  twenty-five  degrees  west,  fourteen  chains,  to  the  river;  thence,  along  the  meanders  of  said  river,  to 
the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks^  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  an- 
nexed, containing  three  hundred  and  forty-four  acres:  is  claimed  by  Cornelius  Rain,  attorney  in  fact  for  James 
Farr,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to 
refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

CORNELIUS  RAIN, 
Morney  in  fad  for  James  Farr. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  23d  March,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo.     Chain  carriers,  John  Johnston  and  Jacob  Nealy. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  492,  by  Edward  LLotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  ife^s/er. 

The  said  chain  carriers  for  the  above  survey  were  sworn  before  Figures  Lewis  and  R.  Harwell,  Esquires, 
Justices  of  Peace. 

James  Powel  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that, 
in  the  spring  of  the  year  1797,  James  Farr  cultivated  the  land  in  question,  and  raised  a  crop  upon  it  that  year, 
and  left  it  in  the  winter  of  the  year  following;  that,  at  that  time,  he  appeared  to  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  or 
upwards. 

Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  daly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  niade  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  house  and  improvement  of 
96  p 
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the  claimant;  that  he,  the  witness,  believed  that  the  claim  of  John  Mcintosh,  under  a  Britisii  giant,  interfered  on 
tlielower  side  of  this  survey.  .,       - 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.- 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  10th  instant. 

Tuesday,  Spril  10//i.  1804. 

■  The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.  ,  Present:  Ephraini  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

James  Bilbo's  case,  No.  155  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  113  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  i:i  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointedrin  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lamls  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

•  ,  ■  "March  24,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  Side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  beech,  running  thence,  w.est,  one  hundred  and  four  chains,  to  a  corner 
swamp  oak;  thence,  south,  twenty-six  degrees  east,  fitty-sevea  chains, to  a  post  oak;  thence,  north,  forty-eight  de- 
grees east,  seven  chains;  thence,  east,  ninety-seven  chains,  to  a  corner  water  oak,  6n  Sullivan's  lake:  thence,  with 
the  lake,  to  the  beginning;  containing  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  James  Bilbo,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third 
section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of 
Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  by  said  act  directed.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the 
plot  herewith  filed. 

[Plot  omitted.]     •  JAMES  BILBO. 

Surveyed  22d  March,  1894,  by  Thomas  Bilbo.    Chain  carriers,  James  Dean  and  Amos  Reed- 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  348,  by'EDWARD  Lloyd  Wailes,  for  •' 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?egts<e»-. 

Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  surveys 
and  plots  returned  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  by  the  following  claimants,  to  wit: 

George  Robbins,  representative  of  Zadock  Brashear,  donation,  sLx  hundred  and  forty  acres;  George  Brewer, 
representative  of  James  Watkins  and  George  Johnson,  donation,  six  hundred  and  twenty  acres;  Young  Gains, 
attorney  for  Joseph  House,  donation,  six  hundred  andjbrty  acres;  Sampson  Mounger,  donation,  six  hundred  and 
thirty-four  acres;  AnnaMounger,  donation,  five  hundred  and  four  acres;  George  Farrar,  pre-emption,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres;  James  Bilbo,  pre-emption,  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres;  and  John  Johnson,  Spanish  war- 
rant, four  hundred  acres;  and  that  the  said  plots  respectively  contain  true  representations  of  the  land  therein  de- 
scribed, according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  that  they  included  the  plantations  and  improvements  of 
the  several  claimants;  and  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  . 

George  Farrar's  case,  No.  156  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  158  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Clairri. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  ,  , 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  tJie  act  (^  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  [March,  1863, /or 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

.  March  30, 1804. 

Please  to' take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  about  two 
miles  from  the  river,  on  a  large  creek  called  Bilbo's  creek,  in  the  county'nf  Washington,  beginning  at  a  corner  pine 
on  the  north  side  of  said  creek,  running  thence,  south,  six  degrees  west,  forty  chaips,  across  said  creek,  to  a  corner 
pine;  thence,  north,  eighty-four  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  a  corner  pine;  thence,  north,  six  degrees  east,  forty 
chains,  across  said  creek,  to  a  corner  stake;'ithence,  south,  eighty-four  degrees  east,  forty  chains,  to  the  beginning,  and 
hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres:  is  claimed  by  George  Farrar,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  this  act,  as  a 
pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river^  to  be  recorded 
as  directed  by  said  act.    To.all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

GEO.  FARRAR. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  the  28th  March,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo.    Chain  carriers,  Cornelius  Rain  and  Jacob  Neal. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  488,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailks,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  .  ' 

Edward  Young's  case.  No.  157  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  15  on  the' books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  donation  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz : 

To  the  Coinmitsioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Coiigress  passed  the.  3d  day  of  March,  1803,/oj- 
receiving  and  adjusting  tlie  clairrls  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  edst  of  Pearl  river. 

March  3,  1804- 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  corner  sycamore,  and  running  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  forty  chains;  thence, 
north,  thirty  degrees  west,  eighty-five  chains;  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  seventy-five  chains;  thence,  with  the  river, 
to  the  beginning;  containing  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  botli  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  which  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  Edward  Young,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  by  the  said  act  directed.  To  all  wiiich  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed.    Presented  by  me, 

For  Edward  Young, 

YOUNG  GAINS. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  16th  February,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo.    Chain  carriers,  John  Young  and  Joseph  Lawrence. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  46,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
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Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and 
plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  contained  the  improvements  of  the  claimant- 
and  that  he,  the  witness,  understood  that  the  claim  of  William  Williams  covered  the  house  and  the  lower  part  of  this 
claim,  but  had  no  particular  knowledge  of  the  fact. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Daniel  Young's  case,  No.  158  on  thedocket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  16  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under,  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claiins  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

March  3,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice^  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Fulsom's  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  on  a  red  oak,  and  running  north,  forty-six  degrees  east,  eighty  chains;  thence,  south,  forty- 
four  degrees  east,  eighty  chains;  south,  forty-six  degrees  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  to  the  beginning;  containing  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plofan- 
nexed;  which  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  by  Daniel  Ynung, 
and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  by  said  act  directed. 
Toall  which.he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  het-ewith  filed. 

Presented  by  me.  Young  Gains,  for 

DANIEL  YOUNG. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  15th  February,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo.     Chain  carriers,  John  Young  and  Joseph  Lawrence. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  48,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  plantation  and  improvements 
of  the  claimant:  that  the  claim  of  James  Huckaby  covered  near  one-half  of  this  survey,  on  the  northwesterly  side; 
that  the  claim  of  By  ant  and  Brewer,  perhaps,  interfered  in  a  small  degree  upon  the  southwesterly  line. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Huckaby,  representative  of  Matthew  Robinson;  case  commenced  in  page  715. 

Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and 
plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  plantation  and  improvements  of 
the  claimant;  that  about  one-half  of  this  claim,  on  the  east  corner,  was  covered  by  the  claim  of  Daniel  Young,  and 
knew  of  no  other  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  tlie  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francisco  FoNTANiLLA'scase,_  commenced  in  pa'ge  695. 

Young  Gains,  Jun.  and  David  Gains,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  John  McGrew, 
Esq,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  contained  the  plantation  and  improvements 
of  the  claimant;  that  about  one-thiid  part  of  this  survey,  on  the  lov/er  side,  was  covered  by  the  claim  of  Doctor  John 
Chastang;  that  he,  Bilbo,  understood  that  the  donation  claims  of  Julian  De  Castro,  Peter  Malone,  William  Coleman, 
and  James  Griffin,  were  also  laid  upon  the  upper  part  of  this  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Daniel  Johnston,  representative  of  Daniel  SpillaiKl;  case  No.  159  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  81  on 
the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A  donation  of  six  hundi-ed  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  qf  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  cast  of  Pearl  river. 

March  30,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  post  oak,  running  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  fifty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south, 
twenty  degrees  east,  one  hund  red  and  twenty-eight  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  seventy  degrees  east,  fifty  chains, 
to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such 
forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Daniel  Johnston,  legal  representative  of  Daniel  Spillard,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of 
Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  ail  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot 
herewith  filed.  ,  • 

DANIEL  JOHNSTON. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  29th  March,  1804,  by  Daniel  Johnston.    Chain  bearers,  Amos  Reed  and  William  D.  C.  Phelps. 

The  claimant  exhibited  two  writings,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents:  That  I,  Archibald  Reed,  have  bargained,  sold,  and  delivered  unto  James  Bilbo 
all  my  right,  title,  and  claim  of  my  improvement  near  Solomon  Johnson,  first  improved  by  Daniel  Shiier,  for  value 
received  of  him.    Given  under  my  hand,  this  Uth  day  of  February,  1804. 

ARCHIBALD  REED. 

Witness,  William  D.  Phelps. 

I  endorse  all  my  right  and  title  of  the  above  bill  of  sale  to  Daniel  Johnston,  for  value  received,  of  him:  Witness 
my  hand,  this  25th  March,  1804. 
^  JAMES  BILBO. 

Witness,  John  Dease. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  237,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Registtr. 

John  Dease,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land  in 
question,  but  did  not  make  the  plot;  that  it  was  made  by  another  person  from  his  field  notes,  and  that  he  believed  it 
to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  plantation  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfermg 
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lines  or  claims,  unless  the  northeast  corner  might  interfere  in  a  small  degree  wi 

it  misrht  also  interfere  in  a  small  degree  with  Copeland's  claim  on  the  southeast  corner 


with  the  claim  of  Wiley  Barkerj  that 

...g...  o.^v,  ....^..^ ^--^  ^-,.- Iiesoutheas 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Daniel  Johnston,  representative  of  William  Burke,  case  commenced  in  page  719. 

John  Dease.  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  s\yorn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and 
plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  improvements  of  the  claimant; 
that  he  believed  that  it  covered  nearly  the  whole  of  James  Bilbo's  pre-emption  claim;  that  he  believed  that  the  claim 
of  the  representatives  of  James  Copeland,  deceased,  also  interfered  on  the  north  corner,  and  probably  covered  the 
improvement.  '  ^ 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Bridget  Burke,  administratrix  of  William  Burke,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  72i. 

James  Povvel  and  James  Dean,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  R.  Harwell,  Esq.  Jus- 
tice of  Peace.  ,  .  '.  ' 

John  Dease,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being'duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and 
plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  contained  the  improvement  of  the  claimant; 
that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims;  and  that  its  present  shape  was  in,  consequence  of  other  claims  which 
bound  it  on  all  sides  but  one.  - 

The  Board  ordeied  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Young  Gains's  case,  commenced  in  page  679. 

Thotnas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  that  he  believed  ittobe  correct;  that  it  included  the  improvementsof  the  claita- 
ant;  that  he  understood  that  the  claim  of  George  Brewer,  Jun.  interfered  with  this  on  the  lower  side,  and  Thomas 
Malone  oii  the  upper  side,  but  in  what  manner  did  not  know.      ■ 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Chastang,  representative  of  John  Talley;  case  commenced  in  page  671. 

Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  lie  correct;  and  that  it  contained  the  improvements  of  the  claim- 
ant; that  it  adjoins  the  other  claim  of  Doctor  Chastang  for  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  under  a  Spanish  warrant, 
on  the  lower  side  thereof;  that  he  knew  of  no  interference.  •  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  •  > 

John  Chastang's  case,  commenced  in  page  670. 

Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  contained  the  plantation  and  improvements 
of  the  claimant;  that  about  two-thirds  of  this  survey,  on  the  upper  side,  was  covered  by  the  claim  of  Francisco 
Fontanilla;  and  that  the  claim  of  James  Griffin  interfered  upon  the  back  end. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.     • 

Daniel  Johnson's  case,  commenced  in  page  678. 

Amos  Reed  and  James  Dean,  chain  carriers  for  the  survey  in  this  case,  were  sworn  before  Figures  Lewis  and 
John  Callier,  Esquires,  Justices  of  the  Peace.  ■ 

John  Dease,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and 
plot  <if  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included  the  improvements  of  the  claimant; 
thiit  the  British  claim  of  Alexander  McCullagh  covered  about  one-quarter  part  of  this  claim,  on  the  south  side;  and 
had  heard  of  a  British  grant,  in  favor  of  Adam  Tate,  which  must  also  cover  a  part  of  this  claim,  on  the  north  side. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Powel,  executor  of  William  Pov/el,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  682. 

John  Dease,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and 
plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  contained  the  iniproivements  of  the  claimant; 
that  about  one-third  of  this  claim,  on  the  north  side,  was  included  in  the  claim  of  the  representative  of  Nathaniel 
Bassett,  deceased;  that  he  knew  of  no  other  interference. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Powel's  case,  commenced  in  page  706. 

John  Dease,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and 
plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included  the  improvements  of  the  present 
claimant;  that  nearly  the  whole  of  this  claim  was  covered  by  the  claim  of  the  representative  of  Nathaniel  Bassett. 
deceased,  excepta  small  point  on  the  river,  at  the  upper  corner,  and  also  on  the  north  end;  that  he  knew  of  no  other 
interference. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  11th  instant. 

■  \  Wednesday,  .^priY  11,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraira  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  12th  instant. 

Thursday,  ^pril  12,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Joseph  Chastang's  case,  commenced  in  page  714. 

James  Gordon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling-house  aud  improve- 
ments of  the  claimant;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  line  or  claim. 

The  claimant  produced  a  deposition,  taken  inpursuance  of  an  order  of  the  Board,  recorded  in  page  714;  which 
deposition  is  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

Tuesday,  ^pril,  3,  1804.  • 
Personally  appeared  before  me  Simon  Andry,  and,  being  qualified  agreeable  to  law,  testifies  as  follows:  that, 
iome  time  in  the  year  1795,  Ushan  Chastang  entered  on  the  land  in  question  with  negroes,  the  property  of  Josepli 
Chastang,  as  he  understood,  and  cultivated  the  said  land,  until  the  American  line  was  run,  on  both  sides  of  the 
river;  all  of  which  time  the  said  Joseph  Chastang  resided  in  Mobile;  and,  after  tlie  line  was  run,  the  said  Joseph 
moved  up,  and  has  continued  to  cultivate  and  inhabit  to  the  present  day. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  JAMES  CALLIER,  J.  P. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Simon  Andry's  case,  commenced  in  page  682. 

William  Mitchel  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  he  was  not  interested  m  this  claim;  that,  before  the  year  1795,  and  ever  since,  Simon  Andiy  had  been  settled 
upon  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question,  by  his  slaves;  but  having  an  overseer  there,  and  being  there  occasionally 
himseU,  he  resided  principally  in  Mobile,  until  about  six  or  seven  years  ago;  that  he  made  this  place  his  steady  re- 
sidence; and  that  he  then  was  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age. 

James  Gordon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  lie  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  this  survey,  together  with  another  small  one 
adjoining,  which  was  clainijed  under  a  different  title,  included  the  buildings  and  improvements  of  the  claimant, 
(part  of  the  buildings  coming  within  this  plot,  and  part  within  the  other;)  that',  on  the  north  or  upper  side  of  this  sur- 
vey, the  claim  of  John  Baptist  Trenier  interfered  to  a  vei-y  considerable  extent. 

The  Boai-d  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Simon  Andrt,  representative  of  Charlotte  Haurale;  case  commenced  in  page  G83. 

The  testimony  of  William  Mitchel,  recorded  in  the  preceding  case  in  this  page,  was  applied  in  this  case;  his 
knowledge  being  the  same  in  both  cases. 

James  Gordon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  swoin,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct:  that  the  piece  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  contain- 
ing forty -one  acres,  included  part  of  the  buildings  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  tha-t  he.  Gordon,  knew  of  no 
interfering  lines  or  claims. 

The  Board  ord-ered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Baptist  Trenier's  case,  commenced  in  page  673. 

James  Gordon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correctj  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling-house  and  improve- 
ment of  the  claimant;  but  that  the  claim  of  Simon  Atidry  included  the  said  buildings  and  improvements,  and  the 
whole  of  this  claim,  except  about  thirty-five  acres. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Chastang's  case,  commenced  in  page  672. 

James  Gordon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling  and  improvements 
of  the  claimant;  that  he,  Gordon,  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callieb,  representative  of  Isabella  Trouillet,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Campbell;  case  commenced  in  page  714. 

James  Gordon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believes  that  three  of  the  lines  which  he  run  out,  to  wit,  on  the  north  end,  west 
side,  and  south  end,  to  be  correctly  delineated;  but  the  line  which  pursues  the  meanders  of  the  waters,  and  bounds 
thereon,  he  did  not  run,  but  laid  the  same  down  by  conjecture. 

Question  by  the  claimant.  Whether  you  did  or  did  not  make  a  correct  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  according  to 
the  best  of  your  knowledge  at  the  time? 

Answer.  I  did,  as  I  was  not  able  to  take  the  meanders  of  the  river. 

Question  by  the  claimant.  Were  you  not  instructed  to  run  out  this  land  ao  as  not  to  include  more  than  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres.' 

Answer.  I  was  instructed  to  run  half  a  mile  out,  from  the  place  of  beginning,  two  miles  down,  and  half  a  mile 
east,  to  the  river. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callier's  case,  representative  of  Joseph  Anderson,  commenced  in  page  662. 

James  Gordon,  surveyor^  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included  the  improvements  of  the  claimant: 
that  it  interfered  with  the  claim  of  Thomas  Carson,  about  one-half,  on  the  north  side. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callier  and  Joseph  Campbeli,  executors  of  Maria  Josephia  Narbone;  case  commenced  in  page  697. 

James  Gordon,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling  and  improvements 
of  the  claimant:  and  that  there  were  no  interfering  lines  or  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  13th  instant. 

.  Friday,  April  13,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  14th  instant 

Saturday,  April  14,  1804.  • 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Young  Gains's  case,-  commenced  in  page  679. 

Adam  Hollinger  and  Nathan  Blackwell  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that,  according  to  their  knowledge  and  belief, 
the  land  in  question  was  inhabited  and  improved  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Lucas,  as  early  as  the  year  1790,  and 
that  it  continued  to  be  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Burrows  through  the  year  1795;  but 
whether  these  persons  were  tenants  to  the  present  claimant  or  not,  they  did  not  know;  that  the  present  claimant 
was  an  inhabitant  of  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795.  before  that  time,  and  ever  since;  and 
that  on  the  22d  of  October,  1787,  he  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Question  by  the  claimant.  Did  you  ever  know  or  hear  that  Burrows  ever  offered  to  sell  the  land  in  question,  or 
exercise  any  act  of  exclusive  ownership? 

Answer  by  both.    We  never  did. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  ' 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  16th  instant.  •,  ,^,o„. 

^  Monday,  Apnl  16,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Benjamin  Few's  case,  No.  160  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  170  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. A  right  of  pre-emption  of  five  hundred  acres,  as  representative  of  TurnbuU  and  Joyce,  under  the  third 

section  of  the  act. 
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The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Nanna  Hubba  bluff,  on  the  west  side  of  Tom- 
bigbee  river,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  stake  at  the  old  corner,  said  to  be  TurnbuU's;  running 
thence,  with  the  river,  south,  fifty-two  degrees  east,  thirty-two  chains;  thence,  south,  seventy-three  degrees  east, 
thirty-one  chains,  to  a  sassafras;  thence,  south,  twenty-eight  degrees  west,  eighty-one  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  north,  sixty-two  degrees  west,  sixty-three  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  twenty-eight  degrees  east, 
eighty- one  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are 
fiiTly  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  five  hundred  acres:  is  claimed  by  Benjamin  Fevy,  under  the  third 
section  of  the  act,  &c.;  the  said  TurnbuU  claimed  this  land  under  a  Spanish  warrant,  [which]  is  now  exhibited  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which 
lie  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  cod}'  Of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

BENJAMIN  FEW. 

March  30,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  28,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  M'Connell  and  Edmund  Smith. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  507,  by  Edward  Llqyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Natt  Christmas,  Jlichard  Barrow,  and  John  Milliken,  surveyor,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly 
sworn,  the  said  Christmas,  deposed,  that,  some  time  in  the  year  1802,  he,as  sheriff,  was  directed  by  Lemuel  Henry, 
Esquire,  attorney  at  law,  to  advertise  and  sell  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  lying,  as  he  believed,  within  the  lines  of 
the  plot  or  survey  then  exhibited  to  the  Board,  in  virtue  of  an  execution  issued  from  the  court  of  Washington 
county,  Mississippi  territory,  in  favor  of  Michael  Milton,  against  the  property  of  Turnbull  and  Joyce;  that  he  did 
accordingly  advertise  and  put  said  land  to  sale;  at  which  sale.  Colonel  Benjamin  Few  was  the  highest  bidder,  and 
became  the  purchaser:  that  he,  Christmas,  gave  him  a  sherift's  deed  for  the  said  one  hundred  acres  of  land;  that, 
in  two  or  three  days  after  the  sale,  he  put  said  Few  in  possession  of  said  land;  and  that  he  had  continued  to  inhabit 
and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since. 

The  said  Barrow  deposed,  that  Colonel  Benjamin  Few  had,  according  to  his  best  belief,  cultivated  and  inhabited 
on  the  land  in  question  from  the  year  1802,  and  that  Few  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  said  Milliken  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land  in  question,  and  made  the  plot,  but  only  measured  the 
river,  with  its  meanders,  ancj  plotted  the  other  lines  for  complement  of  land;  that  said  plot  interfered  with  the  claim 
of  Howel  Dupree,  in  or  about  the  red  dots;  that  Lemuel  Henry's  claim,  as  representative  of  John  Turnbull,  covered 
all  of  said  land,  except  that  part  interfering  with  Dupree;  that  said  Few  inhabited  and  cultivated  within  the  limits 
of  this  survey.  '     _         ^ 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  17th  instant. 

Tuesday,  Jipril  17,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers- 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  18th  instant. 

Wednesday,  .Mpril  18,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Richard  Hawkins's  case,  No.  161  on  the  docket  of  the  .Board,  and  No.  171  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  siivvey<?r's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  • 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  oj  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  soiith  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  on  Barrow's  lake, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  cypress  on  the  point  where  Barrow's  creek  empties  into  Barrow's  lake; 
running  thence,  down  the  lake,  south,  thirty-four  degrees  west,  fifty-two  chains,  to  a  cypress  on  the  bank;  thence, 
north,  sixty-two  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  forty-five  degrees 
east,  fifty-two  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  naturaliand  artificial, 
as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Richard  Haw- 
kins, in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to 
refei-,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

RICHARD  HAWKINS. 


.  March  31,  1804. 


[Plot  omitted.] 


Surveyed  March  — ,  1804,  by  Natt  Christmas.    Chain  bearers,  William  Gibson  and  David  Matthias. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  509,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  iZeg^wrer. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the 
land  in  question;  that  the  plot  then  exliibited  gave  a  true  and  correct  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  with  such 
marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  said  Hawkina  resided  within  the  limits  of  this  survey; 
that  there  was  an  interference  between  this  claim  and  the  claim  yf  Simpson  Whaley,  on  the  line  north,  forty- 
two  degrees  east,  some  where  near  to  the  lake,  as  he  had  beeninformed. 

The  said  Gibson  and  Matthias,  chain  carriers  for  the  above  survey,  were  sworn  before  William  H.  Hargrave, 
Justice  of  Peace.  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Bates,  Junior's,  case;  commenced  in  page  709. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the 
land  in  question,  and  that  the  plot  exhibited  gave  a  true  and  correct  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  with  such 
marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  the  claimant  lived  within  the  limits  of  said  survey; 
that  there  was  an  interference  of  a  few  acres  on  the  line  north,  sixty-two  degrees  east,  on  the  branch  which  makes 
a  part  of  said  line,  between  this  claim  and  the  claim  of  Edward  Creighton,  representative  of  Benjamin  King;  that 
he  only  knew  of  said  interference  upon  information. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Adam  Hollinger's  case.  No.  162  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  174  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  right  of  pre-emption  of  six  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
1  he  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit:  ° 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Co7tgress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  west  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  beginning  on  a  stake 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  said  river,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Poll  bayou,  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  creek  on  Eason'' 
corner;  thence,  running  with  bis  line,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  south  eleven 
degrees  east,  twenty-live  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  seventy-seven  degrees  west,  twenty-ei^ht  chains,  to  a 
gum;  thence,  north,  eleven  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  five  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  ei^lity  de'ree's  east 
seventy-one  chaius,  to  a  stake,  on  the  bank  of  the  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  down  the  river,'  to^the  be'nnnin"-  is 
claimed  by  Adam  HoUinger,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  thirdjsection  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress  "  To 
all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  ot  the  plot  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to 
be  established  east  ot  Pearl  river;  which  plot  is  herewith  filed. 

W.  CARMAN, 

„        ,,  „     ,  'Attorney  in  fact  for  Mam  HoUinger. 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  31,  1804  '  ./       ./  s 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  the  15th  day  of  March,  1804,  by  Natt  Christmas.    Chain  hearers,  John  Barnet  and  Goodwin  Mirick. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  512,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Hegisler. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  Joseph  Bates,  senior,  and  Lemuel  Henry,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly 
sworn,  the  said  Christmas  deposed,  that  there  were  two  interferences  with  the  lines  of  this  survey,  viz:  Thomas 
Bates,  senior,  and  Seth  Dean,  both  run  over  the  line  north,  eleven  degrees  east,  a  considerable  distance:  Dean  near 
three  hundred  acres,  and  Bates  above  two  hundred  acres. 

The  said  Bates  and  Henry  deposed,  that  Adam  Hollinger  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  on  the 
third  day  of  March,  1803,  and  before,  and  ever  since  that  time;  and  that  said  HoUinger  was,  on  the  third  dav  of 
March,  1803,  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Seth  Dean's  case.  No.  163  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  176  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— -A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  representative  of  John  Jacob  Abner,  under  the  second 
section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyors  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  corner  stake,  running  north,  seventy-two  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  lightwooil 
stake;  thence,  south,  eighty  degrees  we&t,  fifteen  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  east,  eighty  chains, 
to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  south,  seventy-two  degrees  east,  seventy-five  chains,  to  the  river;  thence  with  the  river  to 
the  beginning;  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed, 
containing  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Seth  Dean,  representative  of  John  Jacob  Abner,  in  and  by  vir- 
tue of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river, 
to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith 
filed. 

SETH  DEAN, 
Representative  of  John  Jacob  Abner. 
March  31,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.  ] 

Surveyed  31st  March,  1804,  by  Seth  Dean.     Chain  carriers,  Jesse  Thomas  and  David  Dupree. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  514,  by  Edward  Lloyd  WaileSj,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Seth  Dean's  case,  No.  164  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  178  on  the  books  of  the  Register- 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  qf  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  the  said  river;  running  thence,  north,  eighty  degrees  west,  ninety  chains,  to  a 
corner  stake;  thence,  north,  sixty-six  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  east,  ninety  chains,  to  a  stake  on  said  river;  thence, 
to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  is  claimed  by  Seth  Dean,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of 
this  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  bi' 
recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

SETH  DEAN. 

March  31,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  516,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  plot  of 
the  land  in  question,  from  his  field  notes  of  adjoining  lines,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  an  im- 
provement originally  made  by  the  claimant,  then  in  the  occupancy  of  Mrs.  Copeland;  that  this  tract  was  claimed  by 
Thomas  Bates  and  Adam  Hollinger,  representatives  of  William  Cheney,  except  a  few  acres  on  the  west  side;  that 
the  interference  of  Hollinger  was  on  the  south  side  about  one-half,  and  Bates'  interference  on  the  north  more  than 
one-half,  and  extended  on  to  the  claim  of  Hollinger. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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George  Dickey's  case.  No.  165  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  151  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  ofpre-emptioN  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  adjusting  claims  and  rights  of  lands  south  of  Tennessee^  and  east  of  the  Pearl 

river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  above  survey  is  claimed  by  George  Dickey,  as  a  pre-emption,  lying  and  situated 
about  three  miles  below  the  Sunflower,  beginning,  on  a  sassafras,  running  west  with  Danley's  line,  until  hindered  by 
water;  thence,  returning  back  to  the  beginning;  thence,  meandering  the  river  down,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  chains 
fifty  links,  to  a  sassafras;  thence,  west,  until  hindered  by  water:  claiming,  by  the  said  pre-emption,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres;  bounding  on  the  north  by  DSnley,  and  on  other  sides  by  vacant  land  or  undefined  claims. 

JoHM  Denley,  for 

GEORGE  DICKEY. 
March  3,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

.Chain  carriers,  James  Donley  and  Hiram  Mounger,  Partly  surveyed  on  the  23d  March,  1804,  by  Robert 
Ligon. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  480,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBEES,i?e£^isto-; 

John  Denley  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that  the 
claimant  began  to  work  on  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1801,  and  worked  upon  it  at  times  ever  since,  but  did  not 
know  tliat  he  had  ever  made  a  crop  upon  it,  but  believed  that  he  had  about  six  acres  well  cleaied;  that  the  land  was 
low,  and  subject  to  inundation,  and  was  unfit  for  a  place  of  residence;  that  the  claimant  had  not  resided  upon  it;  that 
George  Dickey,  the  claimant,  was  the  head  of  a  family  on  the  3d  of  March,  180S. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Sullivant,  Junior's,  case,  commenced  in  page.723. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  sur 
veys  and  plots  returned  to  the  Board  by  the  following  claimants,  to  wit:  Thomas  Sullivant,  junior,  pre-emption,  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres;  Edmund  Smith,  pre-emption,  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres;  John  Dease,  pre- 
emption, fifty  acies;  heirs  of  Godfrey  Helverston,  donation,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  and  Seth  Dean,  represen- 
tative of  John  Wallace,  pre-emption,  six  hundred  and  thirty-niiie  acres;  and  that  the  said  plots  respectively  con- 
tained true  representations  of  the  land  therein  described,  according  to  his  best  knowledge  and  belief;  that  they  in- 
cluded the  plantations  and  improvements  of  the  several  claimants;  and  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or 
claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Bates's  case,  commenced  in  page  756. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  w^itness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
of  the  land  in  question,  that  the  plot  then  exhibited  gave  a  true  arid  correct  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  with 
such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  there  were  two  interferences  with  the  lines  of  this 
claim,  viz:  the  lines  of  Seth  Dean's  claim,  and  the  lines  of  Adam  Hollinger's  claim,  as  representative  of  William 
Cheney;  that  Adam  Hollinger's  claim  interfered  with  this  claim,  running  from  the  line  south,  forty-four  degrees  east, 
nearly  with  the  crooked  line,  intended  to  represent  a  fence,  to  the  river  Tombigbee;  that  Dean's  claim  interfered 
with  this  claim,  running  with  a  line  to  the  northeast  of  the  fence,  from  the  south  line,  forty-four  degrees  east,  to  the 
same  river  Tombigbee,  aS  by  the  scratched  line  on  the  plot  may  better  appear. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. , 

JosiAH  Skinner's  case,  commenced  in  page  660. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the 
land  now  in  question;  that  the  plot  exhibited  gives  a  true  and  correct  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  with  such 
marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid  down;  that  the  improvements  of  the  claimant  were  within  the  lines 
of  this  survey;  that  he  had  been  informed  that  James  Callier,  Esquire's,  claim,  as  representative  of  Joseph  Anderson, 
interfered  with  the  whole  of  this  land,  except  the  narrow  niche  of  land,  which  he  knew  run  within  the  limits  of  Thomas 
Carson's  claim,  and  which  Skinner  run  by  the  consent  of  Carson,  given, in  his,  Christmas's,  presence. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  qase  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Edward  Gatland's  case,  No.  166  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  11  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— K  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  six  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Mobile  river,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  gum,  and  running  thence,  south,  fen  degrees  east,  sixty  chains,  to  a  gum;  thence,  south, 
two  degrees  east,  tenchains,  to  a  gum;  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  west,  thirty -four  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  cypress 
corner;  thence,  north,  seventy-eight  degrees  west,  eighteen  chains,  to  a  live  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  nine  degrees  west, 
ninety-three  chains,  to  a  gum  corner;  thence,  to  the  beginning;  containing  three  hundred  and  six  acres,  having  such 
forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  which  said  tract  of  land 
is'claimed  by  Edvvard  Gatland,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  ex- 
hibited to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Ofiice  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which 
he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

EDWARD  GATLAND. 
February  29,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  27th  February,  1804,  by  Natt  Christmas.  Chain  bearers.  Sterling  Dupree  and  David  Dupree,  who 
were  sworn  before  James  Callier,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  41,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  James  Callier,  and  Joseph  Bates,  Sen.  were  presented  as  witnesses,  arid,  being  duly 
sworn,  the  said  Christmas  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land  now  in  question;  that  the  plot  exhibited  gave  a 
true  and  correct  representation  of  the  land  claimed,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  laid 
down;  that  a  negro  house  and  field  of  the  claimant  were  within  the  limits  of  this  survey;  that  there  was  an  interference 
between  the  lines  of  this  claim  and  the  claim  of  Howel  Dupree,  to  the  extent  of  a  straight  line  drawn  fjom  the  two 
small  crosses  on  the  lines  north,  nine  degrees  west,  and  south,  ten  degrees  east,  and  on  the  north  end  of  this  sur- 
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vey;  that  he  only  knew  of  this  interference  from  information,  but  the  fact,  he  believed,  would  more  at  large  appear, 
reference  being  had  to  the  survey  of  Howel  Dupree's  claim. 

The  said  Callier  and  the  .said  Bates  deposed,  that  the  claimant  commenced  to  improve  upon  the  land  in  question  in 
the  winter  of  the  year  1802,  and  made  a  crop  of  corn  thereon  in  the  following  year,  and  had  continued  to  cultivate  the 
same  ever  since;  that  this  being  swamp  or  low  land,  it  was  not  a  suitable  place  for  a  dwelling  house;  that  they  be- 
lieved that  the  waters  covered  nearly  the  whole  of  this  land,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year;  that,  on  the  3d  of  March. 
1803.  and  before,  and  ever  since  that  time,  the  claimant  was  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Heirs  OF  James  CoPELEN,  case  commenced  in  page  722. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  plot  of 
the  land  then  exhibited  to  (he  Board,  and  did  actually  survey  and  measure  the  same  from  the  Three  River  lake, 
to  the  Boggy  branch,  but  was  prevented  from  the  further  survey  and  measurement  by  high  waters:  th.it  he  plotted 
the  residue  for  complement,  and  also  took  the  course  of  the  lake  from  actual  observation;  that  there  Were  two  inter- 
ferences with  the  lines  of  this  survey,  viz:  George  Brewer  and  Figures  Lewis;  that  both  those  interferences  were  on 
the  south  side  of  this  survey;  that  he  only  knew  of  those  interferences  from  information  thatthe  fact  will  mora  at  lar^e 
appear,  by  referring  to  the  plots  of  George  Brewer,  attorney  for  the  heirs  of  Charles  Brewer,  and  Figures  Lewis's 
survey. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  19th  instant. 

Thursday,  Mpril  19,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Lem'uei.  Henry,  attorney  in  fact  for  Anthony  Espaho;  case  commenced  in  page  694. 

Joseph  Bates,  sen.  and  Natt  Christmas  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interiosated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  and  the  said  witnesses  further  deposed,  that  "a  man  of 
the  name  of  Alexander  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1793;  that  his,  Alexander's  negroes, 
continued  to  cultivate  on  this  land  in  the  years  1794  and  1795;  that,  in  those  last  years,  the  negroes  were  under  his, 
Bates's,  direction;  that  said  cultivation  and  habitation  were  under  the  permission  of  John  Turnbull,  as  he,  Bates,  was 
informed  by  Alexander,  Joyce,  and  Turnbull;  that  after  Alexander  quitted  the  possession,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hartly 
contracted  with  John  Turnbull  for  the  purchase  of  said  land :  and,  in  full  consideration  therefor  was  to  pay  him  three 
hundred  dollars;  that,  in  pursuance  of  said  contract  to  purchase,  said  Hartly  entered  into  possession  of  the  premises 
in  the  winter  of  the  year  1795,  or  spring  of  the  year  1796,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  thereon,  until  the 
fall  or  winter  of  1799,  when,  having  failed  to  make  the  payment  of  three  hundred  dollars,  he  told  him.  Bates,  that  he 
had  given  up  the  land  to  Turnbull  again,  and  had  cancelled  his  obligation  to  pay  the  said  three  hundred  dollars;  that 
he  had  also  heard  Joyce  say  that  he  had  released  Hartly  from  the  payment  of  the  tliree  hundred  dollars,  in  consequence 
of  said  Hartly's  having  given  up  the  land,  or  rather  the  right  he  had  acquired  by  said  contract  to  purchase;  that  neither 
Turnbull  nor  Joyce  were  inhabitants  within  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,-  or  since  that 
time. 

Question.  Has  the  right  to  this  laiid  always  been  admitted  to  be  in  John  Turnbull.' 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  the  right  was  always  admitted  to  be  in  John  Turnbull,  or  persons  claiming  utider 
him. 

Question  to  said  Christmas  by  the  clairaant's'attorney.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  see  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Nor- 
wood an  English  grant  for  the  land  in  question,  in  favor  of  John  Turnbull.'^ 

Answer.  I  did  never  see  any  such  grant. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Natt  Christmas's  case.  No.  167  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  175  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim, — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  eighty -five  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  .wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March.  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  r!v;er  Tombigbee,  on  the 
bluff  known  by  the  name  of  Nanna  Hubba,  in  the  county  of  Washington;  beginning  on  said  river,  running  thence, 
north,  three  degrees  west,  twenty-one  chains;  thence,  north,  sixteen  degrees  east,  twency-three  chains  twenty-five 
links;  thence,  north,  fifty-three  degrees  west,  six  chains;  thence,  north,  five  degree*  west,  twelve  chains;  thence, 
south,  sixty  degrees  west,  seventeen  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-five  chains;  tTience,  north,  eighty  degrees  east, 
thirty-two  chains,  to  the  beginning;  containing  eighty-five  acres,  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Natt  Christmas,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third 
section  of  this  act,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Officetestablished  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  re  • 
corded  as  directed  by  said  act.     To  all  which  he  fcgs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

NATT  CHRISTMAS. 

March  31,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.  ] 

Surveyed  28th  March,  1804,  by  J.  Milliken.    Chain  carriers,  John  Ackworth  and  Josiah  Kirk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  513,  by  Edward  Llo¥d  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Joseph  Bates,  Sen.  and  Edward  Gatland  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  the  claimant  has  inhabited  and  cultivated 
on  the  land  in  question  from  the  year  1801  until  the  then  present  time;  that  he  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  on 
the  same  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803;  and  that  Natt  Christmas,  the  claimant,  was,  on  the  said  3d  day  of  March, 
1803,  the  head  of  a  famdy. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  20th  instant.     . 

Friday,  ^pril  20,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  to  Saturday,  the  21st  instant. 

Saturday,  Jlpril  21,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Seth  Dean's  case,  commenced  in  page  763. 

Jesse  Thomas  and  William  Wallacewere  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Seth  Dean  commenced  to  improve  upon  the 
land  then  in  question  in  the  year  1802,  and  that  he  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1803;  and  that  said  Dean  was.  on  said  3d  day  of  March,  the  head  of  a  family;  and  that.  Mrs.  Copeland 
then  lived  on  said  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Seth  Dean's  case,  No.  168  oa  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  180  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of 
John  Wallace,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures  to  wit: 

To  'he  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  sassafras  on  said  river,  running  thence  south,  forty-four  degrees  west,  ninety 
chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  forty-six  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake  on  Bilbo's  creek;  thence,  on  said 
creek,  north,  sixty-four  degrees  east,  seventy-one  chains,  to  a  stake:  thence,  north,  fourteen  degrees  east,  forty 
chains,  to  a  gum;  thence  along  the  said  river,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  natural  and 
artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Seth  Dean,  legal  representative  of  John  Wallace,  in 
and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  ot  this  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Oftice, 
to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith 

^^^'^'  SETH  DEAN, 

March,  31,  1804.  •       Representative  of  John  Wallace. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  bearers,  William  Vaughn  and  Robert  Sharp. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1.  p9ge  519,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?eg-w/er. 

The  claimant  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John  Wallace,  bearing  date  the  31st  of  October,  1803,  duly 
executed,  reKnquishing  and  conveying  to'the  said  Seth  Dean  all  the  said  Wallace's  right  and  interest  in  or  to  the 
said  tract  of  land,  together  with  the  improvements  made  thereon. 

William  Walton  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  he  saw  John  Wallace  sign,  seal,  and  deliver  to  Seth  Dean  the  deed 
then  presented  to  the  Board,  on  the  day  and  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  that  he  subscribed  thereto  as  a 
witness. 

Edna  Bilbo  and  Richard  Hawkins  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Bilbo  deposed, 
that  John  Wallace  built  and  settled  upon  the  land  then  in  question  before  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  and  cultivated  a 
garden  only  on  said  land  the  ensuing  season;  and  that  John  Wallace  was,  on  said  3d  day  of  March,  the  head  of  a 

The  said  Hawkins  deposed,  that  John  Wallace  built  and  settled  upon  the  land  then  in  question  before  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1803,  and  that  said  Wallace  was,  on  the  said  3d  day  of  March,  the  head  of  a  family. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Seth  Dean's  case,  No.  169  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  179  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  James 
Lowe,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  M  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  on  a  corner  stake,  running  thence,  north,  eighty  degrees  west,  sixty-four  chains,  to  Bates's 
creek;  thence,  along  said  creek,  to  Bilbo's  creek,  to  a  corner  stake  on  said  creek;  thence,  south,  fifty-eight  degrees 
west,  thirty-eight  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  eighty-four  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  a  corner  pine;  thence, 
south,  six  degrees  east,  one  hundred  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north,  eighty  degrees  east,  eighty-four  chains, 
to  the  beginning;  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed: 
is  claimed  by  Seth  Dean;  representative  of  James  Lowe,  in  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  and  is  now 
exhibited  to  the  Registev  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  ■ 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  tlie  plot  annexed. 

SETH  DEAN, 
Representative  of  James  Lowe. 
March  31,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  31st  March,  1804,  by  Seth  Dean.     Chain  carriers,  David  Dupree  and  George  Farrar. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  517,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  James  I^owe,  duly  executed,  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1804,  conveying  to  the  said  Dean  all  the  said  Lowe's  right,  claim,  and  interest  to  the  said  tract  of  land. 

Sherwood  B.  Bonner,  Edna  Bilbo,  and  Richard  Hawkins,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn 
and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  and  said  Bonner  further  testi- 
fied, that  he  saw  James  Lowe  with  his  own  hand  sign,  seal,  and  deliver  unto  Seth  Dean  the  instrument  of  writing 
then  presented  to  the  Board;  and  that  he,  Bonner,  subscribed  to  said  writing,  when  made,  as  a  witness,  as  did  also 
Aaron  Grinage- 

The  said  Bdbo  and  Hawkins  further  deposed,  that  James  Lowe  built  a  house,  and  lived  upon  the  land  in  question, 
before  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  and  did  inhabit  on  said  land  on  the  said  3d  day  of  Maich,  and  cultivated  cotton  and 
potatoes  thereon  the  ensuing  season;  that  James  Lowe  Was,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  the  head  of  a  family, 
and  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Seth  Dean's  case.  No.  170  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  177  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A  right  of  pre-emption  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  legal  representative  of  Jesse  Thomas,  under 
the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 

receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 

Washington,  beginning  at  a  corner  pine,  about  a  mile  from  the  river;  running  thence,  south,  twenty  degrees  east, 

one  hundred  and  sixteen  chains,  to  a  corner;  thence,  north,  forty  degrees  west,  seventy  chains,  to  a  corner  stake 
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and  pine;  thence,  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  sixty  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence  north  twenty  deTees  west 
eighty-four  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  tiience,  north,  eighty  degrees  east,  eighty -six  chains,  to  the  bpginning:  and 
hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  tully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed  containing  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Seth  Dean,  legal  representative  of  Jesse  Thomas  in  and  bV  virtue  of  the 
third  section  of  this  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east 
of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of 
the  plot  herewith  filed.  '^•' 

^,  „    ,o..  .  SETH  DEAN. 

March  31,  1804.  Represent  alive  of  Jesse  Thomas. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  31,  1804,  by  Thomas  Bilbo.    Chains  carriers,  Jesse  Thomas  and  David  Dupree. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  515,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  7?eg^w/er. 

Jesse  Thomas  and  William  Walton  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and, being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case;  and  said  Thomas  further  testified,  that  he  sold  his 
claim  to  the  land  then  in  question  to  Seth  Dean,  for  the  consideration  of  forty-eight  dollars;  that  he  commenced  his 
improvement  in  the  year  1802,  and  had  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  said  land  ever  since,  and  did  actually  inhabit 
and  cultivate  the  same  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803;  and  ivas,  on  the  said  3d  day  of  March,  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  said  Walton  deposed,  that  he  knew  that,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  Jesse  Thomas  did  actually  cultivate 
and  inhabit  the  said  land;  and  that  said  Thomas  was,  on  said  3d  day  of  March,  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  John  Dawson;  case  commenced  m  page  756. 

Jesse  Thomas  was  produced  as  a  vvitness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  tiiat  he 
saw  Thomas  Davis  sign,  seal,  and  deliver,  with  his  own  hand,  unto  Seth  Dean,  the  deed  or  instrument  of' wiitiii" 
then  presented  to  the  Board;  and  that  he  did,  at  the  same  time,  subscribe  his  name  thereto  as  a  vvitness,  as  did  also 
C.  Helber  in  his  presence. 

Thomas  Bassett  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  John  Dawson,  during  the  pos- 
session of  this  country  by  the  British  Government,  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  a  tract  of  land,  some  distance  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Three  Rivers,  and  which  land  he  supposed  was  represented  by  the  plot  then  exhibited;  that  he  did 
confidently  believe  that  neither  John  Dawson,  nor  his  legal  representative  or  representatives,  resided  within  the  Mis- 
sissippi territory  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consiileration. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  Francis  Juzant;  case  commenced  in  page  756. 

William  Walton  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  he  saw  Francis  Juzant  sign,  seal,  and  deliver  to  Seth  Dean  the  deed 
then  presented  to  the  Board,  on  the  day  and  date  therein  mentioned,  purporting  to  be  a  conveyance  of  one  thousand 
acres  of  land,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  mouth  of  Cedar  creek;  that  he  saw 
Robert  Walton  subscribe  the  same  as  a  witness. 

The  Board  (u-dered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Mondaj^  the  23d  instant. 

Monday,  /Jpril -23,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  24th  instant. 

Tuesday,  .^pril  24,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  25th  instant. 

Wednesday,  .^pril  25,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment. .  Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Richard  Barrow's  case,  commenced  in  page  701. 

Natt  Christinas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  run  three  lines 
of  the  survey  of  the  land  then  claimed,  and  plotted  the  fourth  line  for  complement;  that  the  plot  then  exhibited, 
presents  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  land  claimed,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  therein  noted; 
that  there  were  no  lines  that  interfered  with  this  claim,  nor  did  the  lines  of  this  claim  interfere  with  that  of  any 
other,  except  with  that  of  Hawkins's,  as  had  been  stated. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Natt  Christmas's  case,  commenced  in  page  765. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land 
then  in  question,  and  made  the  plot  exhibited  to  the  Board,  which  gave  a  true  and  correct  view  of  said  land,  with 
such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  noted;  that  the  houses  and  improvements  of  the  claimant  were 
within  the  limits  of  said  survey;  that  there  was  a  chiim  of  Edward  'Creighton's,  as  representative  of  Benjamin 
King,  that  interfered  with  this  claim,  beginning  at  a  corner  stake,  and  running  to  the  south  of  the  spring  branch,  or 
the  north  line  of  said  survey,  in  or  about  twenty  acres;  that  the  interference  is  represented  by  the  dotted  line;  that 
Sterling  Dupree's  claim  covered  the  whole  of  said  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Carson's  case,  as  representative  of  John  Jacob  Abner,  commenced  in  page  661. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the 
land  in  question,  and  made  the  plot  then  exhibited  to  the  Board,  which  gave  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  land 
claimed,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  therein  noted;  that  he  had  been  informed  by  Mr.  James 
Gordon  that  he  run  a  line  of  the  survey  or  claim  of  the  representative  of  Joseph  Anderson,  over  the  south  line  of 
Carson's  survey,  to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  acres;  that  Josiali  Skinner  had  also  run  over  the  south 
line  of  said  survey,  but,  by  the  consent  of  Mr.  Thomas  Carson,  given  in  his,  Christmas's,  presence;  that  the  original 
improvements  of  John  Jacob  Abner  were  within  the  limits  of  said  survey. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callier's  case,  as  representative  of  Joseph  Anderson;  commenced  in  page  662. 

Thomas  Bates,  Senior,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  de- 
posed, that  Joseph  Anderson  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  claimed  in  the  year  1798,  and  continued  to  inhabit 
and  cultivate  on  the  same  until  about  two  years  last  past:  that  said  land  had  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  since  Andei  - 
son  left  it,  by  William  Walton,  as  a  tenant  of  Seth  Dean,  who  purchased,  as  he.  Bates,  understood  and  believed, 
Anderson's  right  to  this  claim;  that  Joseph  Anderson  was  the  head  of  a  family  in  the  month  of  February,  179S. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Samuel  Mims,  representative  of  John  TurnbuU;  case  commenced  in  page  696. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  upwards  of  one 
year  ago  he  surveyed  the  land  in  question,  and  made  the  plot  exhibited  to  the  Board,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  to 
me  issued  from  tlie  court  of  AVashington  county;  that  the  plot  exhibited  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  land  then 
claimed,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  on  the  plot  noted;  that  there  were  two  men,  one  of  the 
name  of  Causby,  and  the  other  of  the  name  of  Rogers,  who  were  then  living  within  the  limits  of  this  survey. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Sterling  Dupree,  reprsentative  Emanuel  Cheney;  case  commenced  in  page  648. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the 
land  in  question,  and  made  plot  exhibited  to  -the  Board,  which  gave  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  land  claimed, 
with  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  noted;  that  there  was  a  claim  in  his  own  name  that  inter- 
fered with  the  line  of  the  said  survey,  cornering  on  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  represented  by  the  cross  on 
Dupree's  plot,  the  extent  of  which  interference  would  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  tiie  plot  of  his  survey;  that 
there  was  a  claim  of  Edward  Creighton's,  as  representative  of  Benjamin  King,  that  interfered  with  the  lines  of  this 
survey;  that  the  extent  of  said  interference  will  more  fully  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  plot  of  his  survey,  and  the 
plot  of  the  survey  of  said  Creighton,  representative  of  said  King. 

Edna  Bilbo  and  Richard  Hawkins  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Emanuel  Cheney  settled  upon  the  land 
in  question  late  in  the  year  1798,  but  did  not  make  any  cultivation;  that  he  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  said  land 
in  the  year  1799,  but  the  cultivation  of  this  was  a  garden  only. 

The  said  Hawkins  further  deposed,  that  Earles  built  the  house  on  said  land  in  which  Cheney  lived,  some  time 
in  the  summer  or  fall  of  the  year  1798;  that  said  Earles  told  him  he  had  sold  the  same  to  Emanuel  Cheney. 

The  said  Bilbo  further  testified,  that  Emanuel  Cheney,  in  the  year  1797,  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  more  than 
twenty-one  years  of  age;  the  said  Hawkins  also  deposed,  that  said  Cheney  was,  in  the  year  1798,  the  head  of  a  family, 
and  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adam  Scott's  case,  No.  171  on  the"docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  112  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  to  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  daxi  of  March,  1803,!/o?-  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  Barrow's  lake,  and  runs  down  the  river  thirteen  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  holly;  thence, 
west,  twelve  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  thirty-seven  chains  twenty-five- links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  west, 
twenty-eight  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  fifty-one  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  east,  forty-three  chains,  to  the 
beginning;  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  hath  such  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully 
represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Adam  Scott,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  act,  as  £^  pre- 
emption, and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leav.eto  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

ADAM  SCOTT. 

Makch  29,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  Cordeal  N.  Daniels  and  William  Patten. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  — ,  page  347,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  began  at  a  corner 
tree  on  Barrow's  lake,  and  meandered  the  lake  to  a  holly,  a  station  tree,  in  or  about  a  hundred  yards  to  the  north 
of  the  garrison  burying  ground,  and  continued  the  measurement  of  the  line,  west,  twelve  chains,  and  south,  thirty- 
seven  chains  twenty-five  links,  to  a  stake;  and  plotted  the  other  lines  for  complement;  that  there  were  no  other 
lines  that  interfered  with  the  lines  of  this  survey  that  he  knew  of,  except  the  lines  of  James  Callier's  survey,  made 
by  James  Gordon;  that  the  houses  and  improvements  of  the  claimant  were  within  the  limits  of  this  survey. 

Godfrey  Bartles  and  Richard  Hawkins  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  Adam  Scott,  the  claimant,  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  'question  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  before  and  since  that  time;  and  that  said  Adam  Scott  was,  on  said  3d  day  of  March, 
the  head  of  a  family,  and  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Hawkins's  case.  No.  172  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  172  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  third  day  of  'March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  on  a  gum,  on  a  point  of  land  between  Barrow's  lake  and  Mobile  river,  running  thence,  up  tlie 
courses  and  distances,  as  laid  down  in  the  plot,  to  a  willow  on  Richard  Barrow's  corner;  thence,  west,  forty  chains, 
to  a  stake  in  Barrow's  lake  swamp;  thence,  down  the  lake,  as  laid  down  in  the  plot,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such 
forms  and  marks,' both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  acres:  is  claimed  by  John  Hawkins,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and 
is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  tUe  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by 
said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 
'  ^  '  Fj  p  j^jjj^  HAWKINS. 

March  31, 1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March,  1804,  by  Natt  Christmas.    Chain  bearers,  Robert  Lucas  and  Matthew  Murry. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  volume  1,  page  510,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  Joseph  Bates,  and  Richard  Hawkins,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly- 
sworn,  the  said  Christmas  deposed,  that  he  surveyed  the  land  in  question,  and  made  the  plot  then  exhibited,  which 
cave  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  land  claimed,  with  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  were  therein  noted;  that 
Uiere  were  no  lines  that  interfered  with  said  survey  that  he  knew  of. 
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The  said  Bates  and  Hawkins  deposed,  that,  before  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  and  ever  since,  the  land  in  question 
liad  been  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  for  his  use,  but,  being  low  land,  subject  to  inundation,  could  not  be  made 
a  place  ot  residence;  that  John  Hawkins,  the  claimant,  was,  on  said  3d  day  of  March,  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  26th  instant. 

Thursday,  ^pril  26,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

George  Faruar's  case,  commenced  in  page  758. 

Richard  Hawkins  and  Seth  Dean  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed,  that  George 
Farrar  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  said  land  before  and  ever  since  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  and  was,  on  said  3d  of 
March,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Question  to  said  witnesses.  Do  you,  or  either  of  you,  know  that  the  present  claimant  was  tlie  owner,  or  did  ever 
claim  said  land,  or  the  improvements,  on  or  before  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803? 

Answer  by  both  witnesses.     He  did  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  under  what  pretensions  the  present  claimant  occupied  and  possessed  the  land  and  im- 
provements now  in  question  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803? 

Answer.  We  know  only  that  he  lived  there  and  made  a  crop  on  this  land  in  that  year,  as  a  ciopper. 

The  said  Dean  further  deposed,  that,  on  the  day  that  this  land  was  surveyed,  he  heard  Mrs.  Bilbo  say,  that,  as 
she  could  not  take  in  said  land  in  her  claim,  George  Farrar,  the  present  claimant,  might  purchase  it  himself  from 
the  United  States. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  27th  instant. 

Friday,  c^pn7  27,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas.  , 

Heirs  of  James  McGrew,  case  commenced  in  page  686. 

Adam  Hollinger  was  prpduced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that 
he  had  no  interest  in  tliis  case;  that  James  McGrew,  deceased,  did  inhabit  and  improve  the  land  in  question  many  years 
ago,  he  believed  as  much  as  fourteen  years,  and  continued  there  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  was  after  the  year 
1795;  that  his  widow  and  family  continued  at  the  same  place  until  after  the  Americans  took  possession  of  this  coun- 
try, in  the  year  1799;  and  that  said  James  McGrew  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  more  than  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  on  the  9th  of  February,  1788. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

CoNSTANi-  McGrew's  case,  commenced  in-page  738. 

John  Baker  and  Youn^  Gains  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed  that  tliey  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  and  the  said  Baker  further  testilied,  that  the  widow 
Constant  McGrew,  the  present  claimant,  had  been  in  the  occupancy  of  the  land  in  question  many  years;  that  she 
lived  upon  it  with  her  imsband  before  the  year  1794,  about  which  time  she  became  a  widow,  and  had  continued  to 
inhabit  and  improve  the  same  ever  since. 

The  said  Gains  deposed,  that  he  did  not  certainly  know  that  Mrs.  Constant  McGrew  inhabited  and  cultivated 
within  the  limits  of  the  survey  then  exhibited  in  the  year  1797,  but  his  belief  was  that  she  did  inhabit  and  cultivate 
on  the  said  land  in  that  year;  that  James  McGrew  died  in  or  about  the  year  1797,  as  well  as  the  witness  recollected; 
that  James  McGrew,  at  the  time  of  his  leaving  this  country,  and  for  some  short  time  before  his  death,  inhabited  and 
cultivated  on  the  place  represented  by  Mr.  Ligon  to  have  been  divided  by  the  lower  line  of  said  survey,  some  dis- 
tance from  the  river;  that,  in  or  about  the  year  1788,  James  McGrew  lived  at  the  improvement  where  Mr.  Gahey 
lived,  and  near  to  the  river;  that  Mrs.  M'Grew  was,  in  the  year  1797,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Adam  Hollinger  and  Robert  Ligon  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  tlie  said  Ligon  deposed, 
that  he  did  not  make  the  plot  exhibited,  but  had  retraced  the  lines  from  the  lower  line  on  the  river,  until  he  was 
prevented  from  pursuing  the  upper  line  to  its  junction  with  the  river  by  high  water;  that  Mrs.  McGrew  told  him,  at 
that  time,  that  a  stump,  a  line  tree,  was  a  corner  to  the  piazza  of  the  house  in  which  she  lived,  and  that  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  house,  or  all,  except  a  corner  of  the  piazza,  was  in  the  limits  of  the  Spanish  grant,  and  that  she  in- 
tended to  support  the  Spanish  grant,  in  virtue  of  her  habitation  in  that  house;  that  the  upper  line  of  this  tract  run 
five  chains  within  the  limits  of  Doctor  Chastang's  claim;  that  Mrs.  McGrew  told  him,  Ligon,  that  she  was  glad  that 
the  line  had  left  a  sufficiency  of  the  improvement  within  the  limits  of  the  donation,  to  support  it,  or  to  support  her 
rights;  that  he  did  not  exactly  remember  the  words,  but  that  they  were  to  that  eft'ect. 

The  said  Hollinger  deposed,  that  Mrs.  McGrew  was,  in  the  year  1797,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age.— 
Vide  his  deposition,  in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  James  McGrew,  recorded  in  preceding  case. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  28tli  instant. 

Saturday,  AprtV  28,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Ki'by,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Clark  McGrew's  case.  No,  173  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  166  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, -under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appoiiiled  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  lying 
and  being  in  Washington  county,  beginning  near  Tawler  creek,  on  ablack  gum,  and  running  north,  thirteen  degrees 
west,  seventy  chains,  to  a  hickory;  thence,  north,  nine  degrees  east,  thirty- two  chains,  to  a  hickory;  thence,  north, 
fifty -five  degrees  east,  ninety -four  chains,  to  a  water  oak;  thence,  south,  forty-six  degrees  east,  twenty-nine  chains, 
to  a  persimmon;  thence,  to  the  beginning:  is  claimed  by  Clark  McGrew,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  second 
section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl 
river,  for  the  purpose  of  being  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs' leave  to  refer,  as  well  as  to 
the  plot  herewith  filed.  CLARK  McGREW. 

March  29,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  20th  March,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  499,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for        ..,„„„„    „    . 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Regtster. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deposition,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Washington  Codnty,  Mississippi  Territory,  ^pril26,  1804. 

This  day  came  Thomas  Ettridge  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  for  said  county,  and 
made  oath  that,  previous  to  1797,  and  of  the  date  of  1797,  he  saw  Clark  McGrew's  tract  ol  land  in  a  state  ot  im- 


770  PUBLIC   LANDS.  [1809. 

provement,  about  six  acres  of  land  in  cultivation;  and  that  Clark  McGiew's  negro  resided  on  the  tract  of  land  in 
the  year  1797,  and  has  always  continued  the  possession  until  the  present  year.  And  further  this  deponent  saith 
not. 

THOMAS  ETTRIDGE. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal.    Sworn  to  before 

John  Callier,  Justice  of  Peace. 

John  McGrew,  Esq.  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that,  in  the  year  1796,  there 
was  a  small  piece  of  land  claimed  within  the  limits  of  this  survey,  and  that  Clark  McGrew  has  continued  to  make 
a  small  crop  every  year  since  that  time  on  the  same;  that  he  never  had  himself  resided  on  said  land  more  than  two 
or  three  nights  at  a  time,  having  made  his,  the  said  John's,  house  his  home;  that  Clark  McGrew  was,  in  the  year 
1797,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Westmoreland's  case.  No.  174  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  Ill  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— K  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundi'cd  and  ninety-three  acres  and  thirty-six  poles,  as  legal  representa- 
tive of  Lewis  Crane,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  butted  on  the  west  side 
said  river,  bounded  on  the  southwest  by  a  line  dividing  him,  the  claimant,  and  Raleigh  Green,  lying  altogether 
within  the  lines  of  Robert  Farmar's  survey,  beginning  on  a  sassafras,  Raleigh  Green's  southwest  corner,  and  runs 
with  their  dividing  line  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  sixty  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  poplar  corner;  thence,  south, 
twenty  degrees  east,  thirty  chains,  to  a  pine  with  two  wahoos,  pointers;  thence,  north,  seventy  degrees  east,  sixty- 
eight  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  river  bank;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks, 
natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres 
thirty-six  poles:  is  claimed  by  Joseph  Westmoreland,  legal  representative  of  Lewis  Crane,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
a  settlement  bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  March.  1803,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also 
to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOSEPH  WESTMORELAND. 

February  27, 1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  27th  February,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  Raleigh  Green  and  Elisha  Simmons. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  345,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Begister. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Lewis  Crane,  bearing  date  the  28th  of  March,  1803,  relin- 
quishing and  conveying  to  the  said  Westmoreland  all  the  said  Crane's  right  and  claim  to  said  tract  of  land. 

John  Baker  and  James  Davis  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board, 
they  deposed,  that,  in  the  year  1802,  Lews  Crane  lived  upon  the  land  in  question,  and  raised  a  crop,  and  had  a 
small  house;  that,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1803,  he  sold  his  possession  and  improvement  to  Joseph  Westmoreland, 
who  moved  on,  and  Crane  moved  oft',  but  could  not  say  the  precise  time  when  the  exchange  took  place;  that  West- 
moreland raised  a  crop  on  the  land  the  last  year;  that  Lewis  Crane  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  twenty -one  yeais 
of  age,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  majde  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  improve- 
ments of  the  claimantj  that  this  claim  was  wholly  included  within  the  claim  of  Robert  Farraar,  under  a  British 
grant;  that  he  knew  ot  no  other. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Simon  Andrey's  case,  commenced  in  page  683. 

James  Callier  and  Wilson  Carman  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that  part  of  the  dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings  of 
the  claimant  stand  on  the  land  in  question,  and  also  his  garden;  that  he  resided  there  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  and 
ever  since,  and  on  said  day  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Flood  McGrew's  case,  commenced  page  738. 

Levin  Hainsworth  and  William  McGrew  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  iu  this  case;  the  said  Hainsworth  further  deposed,  that, 
when  he  came  to  this  country,  in  the  last  part  of  the  year  1799,  and  was  looking  out  for  a  farm  or  plantation,  John 
Flood  McGrew  showed  him  the  land  in  question,  as  belonging  to  himself;  that  there  had  at  that  time  some  labor 
been  done  upon  it,  but  no  house  erected,  nor  the  appearance  of  any  crop  in  that  year;  that,  about  the  year  1801,  he 
put  a  family  on  said  land,  and  some  stock;  that  he,  the  witness,  believed  that,  at  the  time  first  mentioned,  the 
claimant  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  said  William  further  deposed,  that,  in  the  year  1798,  the  claimant  began  to  work  on  the  land  by  him  then 
claimed,  and  did  some  work  on  the  same  every  year,  until  the  year  1801,  when  he  put  a  family  on,  which  had 
remained  there  ever  since,  and  had  raised  crops. 

John  McGrew,  Esq.  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  John  Flood  McGrew  was, 
in  the  year  1797,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Levin  Hainsworth's  case.  No.  175  pn  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  18  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  M  day  qf  March,  1603,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claim,s  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  below  Sintabogue,  on  Pine  Barren  creek,  butting 
and  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  beginning  on  a  corner  hickory;  thence,  running  south,  eighty-two  degrees  west, 
eighty-two  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  corner  sassafras;  thence,  north,  twelve  degrees  west,  forty-eight  chains,  to  a 
corner  sweet  gum;  thence,  north,  eighty-two  degrees  east,  eighty-two  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  corner  stake; 
thence,  south,  twelve  degrees  east,  forty-eight  chains,  to  the  beginning;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as 
are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres:  is  claimed  by  Levin  Hains- 
worth, under  and  by  virtue  of  occupancy;  he,  the  said  Hainsworth,  having  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  tract  herein 
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;  specified  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act,"  &c.  and  likewise  the 

said  claimant  occupied  the  said  tract  from  the  year  1801,  until  this  day. 

^.,  T  n  LEVIN  HAINSWORTH,  his  x  mark. 

Witness:  Joseph  Chambers. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

February,  21st,  1804. 

Surveyed  by  me,  Robert  Ligon.    Chain  carriers,  William  McGrew  and  John  McGrew. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  50,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

William  McGrew  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed 
that  the  claimant  built  two  small  cabins  on  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1801,  and  made  other  improvements*  that 
the  Indians  jjeing  troublesome,  as  this  land  was  above  the  former  Indian  line,  he  did  not  reside  there  steadily'that 
on  the  3(1  of  March,  1803,  his  people  were  there  at  work,  and  he  was,  at  that  time,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of 
age. — Vide  surveyor's  testimony  in  this  case,  in  page  737. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  tor  consideration. 

Prisc(lla  Miles's  case,  No.  176  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  154  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  right  of  pre-emption  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3rf  day  of  March,  1803  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river.    '  ' 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  House's  Mill  creek,  Washington 
county,  butted  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  beginning  on  a  hickory,  and  runs  south,  seventy-two  de- 
grees east,  twenty-five  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  large  pine  corner^  thence,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  east,  ninety  chains, 
to  a  stake  with  three  pines,  pointers;  thence,  north,  four  degrees  east,  forty  chains,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  south! 
eighty-six  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains,  to  a  stake  corner,  with  two  pines,  pointers;  thence,  to  the  be- 
ginning; having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are. represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  four  hundred 
and  fifty-six  acres  and  twelve  poles:  is  claimed  by  Priscilla  Miles,  of  Washington  county,  Mississippi  territory,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  and  now  exhibited  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  she  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also 
to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

PRISCILLA  MILES. 

March  26,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  26th  March,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  George  McGee  and  William  Morgan. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  I,  page  483,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  above  named  chain  carriers  were  sworn  before  John  Callier,  Esquire,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  sur- 
vey and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  dwelling  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  claimant's  improvements,  and  that  he^  Malone,  knew  of  no  interfering  line  or  claim,  and  believed  there  was 
none;  that,  in  September,  1802,  he  was  at  said  place,  and  the  present  claimant  then  lived  there,  had  a  dwelling  house, 
some  cleared  land,  and  appearance  of  cultivation,  and  had  continued  there  ever  since;  that  she  was  at  that  time  a 
widowed  lady,  considerably  advanced  in  years. 

James  Callier  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that 
he  was  not  interested  in  this  case;  that.Priscilla  Miles,  the  present  claimant,  lived  upon  and  cultivated  the  land  in 
question  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  before  that  time,  and  ever  since;  and,  at  that  time,  was  more  than  twenty-one 
years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Pickering's  case,  commenced  in  page  711. 

William  McGrew  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that,  before  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  John  Pickering  had  two  houses  partly  built 
upon  the  land  in  question,  and  some  ground  cleared;  that  he  raised  a  crop  of  eight  or  ten  acres  the  ensuing  season, 
and  moved  his  family  on  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Edward  Creighton's  case.  No.  177  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  159  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  legal  representative  of  Isram  Beard,  under  the  second 
section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  about  one  mile  from  Nanna  Hubba  bluff,  begin- 
ning on  a  line  of  Howel  Dupree's,  running  north,  thirty-four  degrees  east,  to  a  tupelq  gum;  thence,  north,  fifty-six 
decrees  east,  five  chains,  to  a  tupelo  gum;  from  thence,  south,  fifty-six  degrees  west,  ninety-one  chains,  to  a  whortle- 
berry; from  thence,  south,  thirty-four  degrees  east,  seventy-two  chains  and  fifty  links;  and  from  thence,  north,  fifty- 
six  degrees  east,  ninety-one  chains,  to  the  beginning,  including  within  the  said  lines  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
Fand;  bounded  on  the  east  by  Howel  Dupree's  donation  claim,  and  on  alj  the  rest  by  vacant  land  or  undefined  claims: 
this  land  is  claimed  by  Edward  Creighton,  of  Washington  county,  Mississippi  territory,  under  and  in  virtue  of  a 
settlement  made  by  Isram  Beard,  on  or  before  the  month  of  August,  1797,  by  him  transferred  to  Jacob  Miller,  and 
by  said  Miller  to  this  reporter,  in  July  21st,  1802,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established 
east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of 
the  plot  herewith  filed.  EDWARD  CREIGHTON. 

March  14,1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  14th  March,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon.    Chain  carriers,  John  Hinesand  Howel  Dupree. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  489,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for  „T,^^r,    ^     ■ 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
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The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Jacob  Miller,  bearing  date  21st  of  July,  1802,  assigning  and 
conveying  to  the  said  Creighton  all  the  said  Miller's  right  and  claim  to  said  land,  and  the  improvements  thereon. 

Rachel  Helverson,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  swoi-n  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  she  had  not  any  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Isram  Beard  settled  upon  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1798,  by 
building  a  house,  and  raised  a  small  crop  the  year  following;  that  he  did  not  live  there  more  than  two  years  before 
he  parted  with  his  possession  to  Jacob  Miller,  who  took  peaceable  possession  of  the  same;  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
settlement  above  mentioned,  Isram  Beard  was  the  head  of  a  family. — Vide  surveyor's  testimony  in  page  737. 

Richard  Barrow  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1798,  Isram  Beard  settled  upon  the  land  in  question, 'and,  in  the  year  1799,  cultivated  thereon;  that  Isram  Beard  was 
the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  McGrew's  case.  No.  178  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  17  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  sijc  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  tiie  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  branch 
of  Toller  creek,  called  Coffee-house  creek,  or  William  McGrew's  creek,  butting  and  bounding  as  follows,  to  wit: 
beginning  at  a  corner  pine  on  the  south  side  of  said  creek,  thence  running  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  seventy  chains 
and  fifty  links,  to  a  corner  chestnut;  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  ninety  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  corner  chinque- 
pine;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  seventy  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence  south,  thirty  degrees  east, 
to  the  beginning;  having  such  forms  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  con- 
taining six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres:  is  claimed  by  William  McGrew,  under  and  by  virtue  of  occupancy,  the 
said  William  McGrew  having  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  tract  herein  specified  on  the  day  of  the  evacuation  of  the 
Spanish  troops,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee."  The  said  land  was  likewise  occupied 
previous,  and  ever  since,  unto  this  day,  by  the  said  claimant,  whoSvas  above  twenty-one  years  of  age  at  the  time  re- 
quired by  the  act,  and  claims  no  other  land  in  the  territory;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  be  claimed  by  any  other  per- 
son, &c.  &c. 

WILLIAM  McGREW. 

FebrbarySI,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  13th  February,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon.     Chain  carriers,  Levin  Hainsworth  and  John  McGrew. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  49,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

John  McGrew,  Senior,  and  Levin  Hainsworth  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  inter- 
rogated by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case. 

The  said  Hainsworth  also  testified,  that  when  he  came  to  this  country,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1799,  Wil- 
liam McGrew,  the  present  claimant,  showed  him  the  land  in  question  as  his  plantation;  that  it  had  the  appearance 
of  having  been  cultivated  several  years;  that  there  were  the  remains  of  an  old  house  and  a  temporary  shed,  and  four 
or  five  acres  under  cultivation,  part  of  which  appeared  to  have  had  a  crop  on  it  the  preceding  summer. 

The  said  JohnMcGrew,  Senior,  further  deposed,  that  he  did  see  not  the  improvements  of  his  son,  the  present 
claimant,  upon  the  land  in  question,  until  several  years  after  it  commenced;  that  his  own  house  was  the  frontier 
house,  the  said  claimant  a  single  man,  and  lived  in  the  family  with  him;  that,  in  the  year  1797,  the  claimant  commenced 
said  improvement,  as  he  believed;  that  he  used  to  go  regularly  off  to  work,  with  working  people  and  tools;  and  he, 
the  witness,  always  understood  from  the  claimant;  that  it  was  at  said  place,  and  fully  believed  that  it  was:  that  he 
continued  to  improve  in  this  manner  annually,  until  he  was  married,  about  two  years  ago,  when  he  moved  there  to 
live;  that  the  claimant  was  born  in  the  year  1776. — Yide  surveyor's  testimony,  in  page  737. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Richard  Hawkins's  case,  commenced  in  page  762. 

Joseph  Bates  and  John  Hawkins  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case;  and  the  said  Joseph  also  deposed,  that,  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  1797,  the  present  claimant  entered  upon  the  land  in  question,  erected  a  house,  and  began  to  clear  the 
lands;  that, by  himself  or  his  son,  he  had  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  until  the  then  present  time, 
and  raised  crops  regularly;  and  that  he  was,  in  the  year  1797,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  said  John  further  deposed,  that,  in  January,  1798,  he  came  into  this  country,  and  found  his  father  Richard  Haw- 
kins, living  upon  the  land  in  question,  and  that  he  had  there  lived  and  cultivated  ever  since,  except  about  two  years, 
when  the  claimant  resided  at  Tensaw;  and  his  improvements  on  the  land  in  question  were  occupied  by  another 
person  in  his  behalf. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  McGrew,  Junior,' representative  of  Alexander  McGrew;  case  commenced  in  page  734. 

James  McGrew  and  John  McGrew,  Es(^ires.  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interro- 
gated by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case;  and  the  said  James  also  deposed,  that 
he  helped  Alexander  McGrew  to  build  a  house,  and  to  plant  a  little  corn  on  the  land  in  question,  as  he,  wit- 
ness, believed,  in  the  year  1798;  that  Alexander  McGrew  had  done  some  labor  on  the  land  before  that  tiine,  but 
that  he  did  not  inhabit  the  land,  nor  did  any  person  live  there  in  his  behalf. 

The  said  John  deposed,  that  he  knew  that  Alexander  McGrew  was,  in  the  year  1797,  more  than  twenty-one  years 
of  ase. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Julian  de  Castro's  case.  No.  179  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  60  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act.  ■ 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  of 
lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  a  certain  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  containing  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  whortleberry  on  said  river,  and  running  south,  twenty-seven  degrees 
west,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  south,  sixty-four  degrees  east,  to  a  hickory  corner;  thence,  north,  twenty-seven 
degrees  east,  to  a  stake  on  said  river;  thence,  along  the  meanders  of  said  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning:  is  claimed 
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by  Julian  de  Castro,  by  virtue  of  a  certificate  setting  forth  the  same,  and  which  tract  will  more  particularly  appear 
from  a  plot  and  survey  thereof  herewith  filed;  he  therefore  prays  that  (his  claim  may  be  recorded. 

JULIAN  DE  CASTRO. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  16th  February,1804,   by  T.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  Thomas  Barker,  and Pie. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  178,  bv  Edward  Lloyd  Wailks,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

William  McGrew  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that,  according  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  Julian  de  Caslro,  the  present  claimant,  (ived  on  the'  land  in  question 
in  the  year  1789;  and  about  that  time  moved  off  to  another  place  about  three  miles  distant,  where  he  resided  about 
three  years;  and  he  then  moved  with  his  family  outof  the  territory,  and  did  not  return  until  the  year  1801. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  sur- 
vey and  pl«t  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and 
improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  this  claim  included  the  claim  of  Peter  Malone  altogedier;  also,  some  part  of  the 
claim  of  James  Griffin;  also,  a  part  of  John  Baker's  one  thousand  six  hundred  acres  claim;  that  it  also  covered 
about  half  a  mile  front  of  the  claim  of  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  and  of  William  Coleman;  that  it  probably  included 
about  half  the  front  of  the  claim  of  Doctor  Chastang.  ■ 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Edward  Lloyd  Wailes's  case,  No.  180  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  191  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  lepresentative  of  John 
Baker,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  ad  of  Coiigress  passed  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjrisling  the  claims  to  lands  sonih  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  tlie  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  near 
Fort  St.  Stephen's,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  Doctor  John  Chastang's  upper  line,  on  a  small  iron- 
wood,  standing  on  the  river  bank,  and  runs  with  his  line  south,  twenty -five  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  north,  sijty-five  degrees  west,  sixty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  north,  twenty-five  degrees  east,  eighty  chains, 
to  a  stake;  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  tbe  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and 
hath  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  repre.-ented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed 
by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  assignee  of  John  Baker,  legal  representative  of  John  Berry,  who  purchased  the  said  land 
at  sheriff's  sale,  and  has  had  the  same  in  possession  fiom  the  5th  of  October,  1801,  until  the  present  time;  and 
claims  the  right  of  purchasing  the  said  land,  under  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act-  To  all  which  he 
begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

EDWARD  LLOYD  WAILES, 

March  30,  1804.  Eepresenlative  of  John  Baker. 

Surveyed  by  T.  Malone.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  2,  page  6,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  Elijah  Powel,  as  deputy  sheriff  for  said  county,  duly  executed,  acknow- 
ledged, and  recorded,  bearing  date  the  5th  of  October,  1801,  conveying  to  the  said  John  Baker  the  said  tract  of 
land;  which  deed  was  given  in  consequence  of  a  writ  of  attachment  against  the  lands  and  tenements  of  John  Berry, 
in  virtue  of  which  writ,  directed  to  the  said  Powel,  by  the  county  court  in  said  county,  to  execute  and  return 
according  to  law,  he  sold  at  public  auction,  and  deeded  said  Jand  as  above  stated. 

On  the  back  of  said  deed  is  written  as  follows,  to  wit: 

I  hereby  assign  all  my  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  and  demand  of  the  within  deed,  and  all  the  right,  title,  inter- 
est, and  claim  of  the  land  therein  mentioned,  to  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  1  do  warrant 
and  defend  the  said  land  unto  the  said  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  against  myself  and  my  heirs  only. 

JOHN  BAKER. 

Witness,  Otto  T.  V.  Barberie. 

The  claimant  also  produced  three  other  instruments  of  writing,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

I,  Pleasant  Rose,  have  received  in  possession,  for  John  Baker,  or  his  heirs,  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  includ- 
ing a  certain  improvement  made  by  John  Berry,  and  adjoining  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  and  sold  by  virtue  of  a  writ  of 
attachment,  by  the  sheriff  of  Washington  county,  to  the  said  Baker;  the  said  eight  hundred  acres  to  be  returned 
upon  demand  to  the  said  Baker,  except  one  lot,  to  include  the  house  that  the  said  Rose  now  lives  in,  which  said 
house  and  lot  the  said  Rose  is  to  continue  in  for  and  during  the  term  of  two  years,  and  pay  unto  the  said  Baker 
one  dollar  per  annum;  and  for  the  true  performance,  the  said  Rose  doth  oblige  himself  to  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said 
Baker,  or  his  heirs,  in  case  of  refusal,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  16th  day  of  September,  1802. 

^  /  1^  PLEASANT  ROSE. 

Witness,  Williaji  Brewer. 

I,  John  Baker,  do  hereby  oblige  myself  and  heirs  to  pay  unto  Pleasant  Rose  for  all  the  improvements  he  shall 
make  upon  a  lot  rented  him,  where  he  now  lives,  for  two  years,  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  the  said  im- 
provements to  be  valued  and  paid  in  cotton,  or  country  produce. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  16th  day  of  September,  1802. 

JaO.  BAKEK. 

Witness,  William  Brewer. 

June  20,  1803.  Received  of  John  Baker  one  hundred  dollars  in  full  satisfaction  for  improving  and  cultivating 
the  aforesaid  land.  PLEASANT  ROSE. 

Emanuel  Cheney,  his  x  mark. 

Joseph  Westmoreland  and  James  Davis  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and.  being  duly  sworn,  and  interrogated 
bv  the  Board  they  deposed,  that  they  had  not  any  interest  in  this  case;  that  Pleasant  Ro^e  did  live  on  the  land  in 
question  some  short  time  before  the  3d  of  March,  1603.  and.  as  they  understood,  as  a  tenant  to  John  Baker:  but. 
whether  he,  or  any  other  person,  was  there  on  said  3d  of  March  they  could  not  certainly  say;  that  the  improve- 
ments were  two  small  cabins:  that  a  small  garden  was  made  since  the  3d  ot  March,  1803  ,,     ,  ,    r 

Question  by  the  claimant.  Do  you  not  know  that  John  Muriel  did  live  on  another  part  ol  this  land  on  the  3(1  ot 

Answer  by  both    John  Murrel  did  live  on  a  part  of  the  land  now  claimed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  and  raised 
a  crop  there  the  last  year;  that  the  place  where  Murrel  lived  was  two  or  three  hundred  yards  Irom  the  piace  first 
spoken  of,  where  Rose  lived. 
98        p 
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Question  to  J.  Westmoreland.  Did  you  ever  hear  Pleasant  Rose  say  that  John  Baker  had  settled  with  him,  and 
paid  him  for  the  labor  which  he  did  on  said  land? 

Answer.  I  heard  Rose  say  that  Baker  had  settled  with  him,  and  paid  him  for  work  which  he  had  done  for 
Baker,  part  of  which  I  understood  to  be  on  this  land. 

Question.  Was  John  Baker  twenty -one  years  of  age  on  the  .3d  of  March,  1803? 

Answer,  by  both.  He  was, 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  plot  of 
the  land  in  question  from  his  minutes  of  an  adjoining  line  which  he  had  surveyed,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that 
it  included  the  house  and  improvements  where  Pleasant  Rose  lived,  and  also  the  house  and  improvements  where 
John  Murrel  lived;  that,  on  the  southeast  corner,  there  was  a  small  interference  with  the  claim  of  James  GrifBn? 
that  he,  Malone,  believed  that  the  greater  part  of  this  survey  was  included  in  the  lines  of  John  Baker's  one  thousand 
six  hundred  acres  claim;  that  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  Peter  Malone's  claim,  was  included  in  the  lines 
i)f  this,  and  also  the  greater  part  t)f  the  claim  of  William  Coleman;  that  the  east  side  of  this  also  included  about 
half  a  mile  of  the  front  of  Julian  de  Castro's  donation  claim. 

George  Robbins  and  Thomas  Ettridge  were, presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  RobbinS 
deposed,  that  Pleasant  Rose  inhabited  and  built  a  house  on  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1802;  that  John  Baker 
told  him  that  he  had  settled  Pleasant  Rose  at  said  place,  to  sell  spirits  for  account  of  Baker;  that  he  believed  that 
Rose  continued  (m  said  land  until  the  month  of  March,  1803.  but  could  not  say  certainly  that  he  did  do  so. 

The  said  Ettridge  deposed,  that  he  knew  that  Pleasant  Rose  inhabited  upon  the  land  in  question  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1803;  that  he  had  a  small  garden  of  about  thirty  feet  square,  on  which  he,  Ettridge,  saw  six  or  seven  stalks 
of  corn  growing;  that  Rose  told  him  that  he  had  never  received  any  thing  for  building  the  house. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  the  30th  instant. 

Monday,  w^prtV  30,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

John  Callier,  representative  of  Adam  HoUingfer;  case  commenced  in  page  688. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  James  Dean,  and  Nathan  Blackwell,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly 
sworn,  the  said  Malone  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it;  to  be 
correct,  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  he  understood  that  a  Bri- 
tish claim,  in  the  name  of  Hoggatt,  was  within  this  survey  on  the  east  or  lower  side. 

The  said  Dean  deposed,  that  he  always  understood  and  heard  Wilford  Hoggatt  say,  that  the  place  he  lived  on,, 
and  which  John  Callier  now  claims  as  his  representative  was  his  own,  and  had  heard  said  Wilford  Hoggatt  also 
say,  that  he  had  obtained  a  Spanish  grant,  in  favor  of  his  brother  James  Hoggatt,  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  next 
adjoining  below  the  place  he  then  lived  on. 

The  said  Blackwell  deposed,  that  he  was  present  when  Leonard  Marbury  tendered  the  last  payment  for  the 
consideration  money  of  the  purchase  of  the  tract  of  land  in  question,  at  which  time  said  Marbury  presented  a  bond  to 
him,  Hoggatt,  purporting  as  he,  the  witness,  understood,  to  require  that  Wilford  Hoggatt  would  indemnify  him, 
Marbury.  against  all  other  claims;  that  Hoggatt  flew  into  a  passion,  and  refused  to  sign  if,  but  he,  witness,  under- 
stood that,  some  short  time  afterwards,  he  did  consent,  received  the  payment,  and  did  actually  sign  said  bond;  that 
Marbury.  on  quitting  this  country,  made  and  authorized  John  Joyce  to  be  his  agent,  and  that  he,  Joyce,  acted  as 
such,  without  any  person  questioning  his  authority  so  to  do,  as  well  in  conveying  the  land  in  question  to  Adam 
Hollinger,  as  in  transferring  other  property  belonging  to  the  said  Marbuiy;  that  Hollinger  gave  to  Callier  in  his, 
Blackwell's,  presence,  at  Mobile,  the  bill  of  sale  of  the  same  land,  as  he  understood,  from  John  Joyce,  as  agent  to 
Leonard  Marbury.  to  him,  Hollinger,  and  that  Callier  appeared  to  be  well  satisfied  tlierewith. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francis  Stringer's  case,  commenced  in  page  676. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  surveys 
and  plots  returned  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  by  the  following  claimants,  to  wit:  Francis  Stringer's  donation, 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  Thomas  Malone's  pre-emption,  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres;  John  Dunn's  pre- 
emption, three  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres;  William  Morgan's  pre-emption,  three  hundred  and  nineteen  acres: 
Peter  Cartwright's  pre-emption;  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres;  and  Priscilla  Miles's  pre-emption,  four  hundred 
and  fifty-six  acres;  and  that  the  said  plots  respectively  contain  true  representations  of  the  land  therein  described, 
according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  and  did  include  the  plantations  and  improvements  of  the  several 
claimants;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims.  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Murrell's  case,  commenced  in  page  705. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  sur- 
vey and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and 
improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  the  principal  part  of  said  survey  on  the  north  was  included  in  the  claim  of  Elisha 
Simmons;  that  a  small  corner  on  the  south  was  included  in  the  claim  of  James  Huckaby. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Malone's  case,  No.  181  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  aiid  No.  186  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  as  assignee  and  legal  representative  of  John  Arnot,  by  virtue  of  a 
Spanish  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Fennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  beginning  on  a 
sweet  gum  corner  of  Flood  McGrew's  claim,  and  runs  with  his  line  south,  twenty-four  degrees  west,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  chains  forty-nine  links,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  north,  sixty-six  degrees  east,  thirty-seven 
chains,  and  twenty  links,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  north,  twenty-four  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  tvyenty-eight 
chains,  forty-nine  links,  to  a  corner  sweet  gum  on  the  bank  of  the,  river;  thence,  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the 
beginning  first  mentioned;  having  such  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  con- 
taining four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land:  is  claimed  by  Thomas  Malone,  representative  of  John  Arnot,  under 

and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  bearing  date  the day  of and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register 

of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  is  directed  by  said  act.     All  of  which  he  begs 
begs  leave  to  refer  to,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  annexed,  &c. 

For  Thos.  Malone, 

March  31,  1804.  EDWIN  LEWIS. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March,  1804,  by  T.  Malone.    Chain  carriers,  John  Dean  and  George  Brewer. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  547    bv  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 
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His  Excellency  Don  EstevanMiro,  Colonel  of  the  [Royal  Army,  Governor  General  of  the  city  and  province  of 

Louisiana. 
John  Arnot,  inhabitant  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  with  the  greatest  respect  for  your  excellency,  represents 
and  says,  that  there  is  in  the  river  Tombigbee  a  tract  of  forty  acres  of  land,  of  which  ten  or  twelve  acres  was  for- 
merly owned  by  a  Doctor  Dallas,  situated  on  the  east  side  by  Benjamin  James's  land,  and  on  the  west  side  by  the 
said  land  ot  the  above  mentioned  Doctor  Dallas,  which  was  abandoned  by  him  in  the  year  1779,  and  until  this  pre- 
sent has  not  been  reclaimed  by  the  proprietor,  nor  by  any  person  by  him  empowered,  (with  an  intention  of  what  has 
been  expressed  as  also  to  the  petitioner,)  he,  with  a  few  head  of  cattle  and  hogs  for  his  support,  expects  from  your 
excellency  s  generosity  the  favor  ot  granting  him  the  above  petition,  with  titles  from  the  Secretary  of  Government, 
which  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  from  your  excellency,  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

„  „„,    ,        ,  „  JOHN  ARNOT. 

Mobile,  26th  June,  1787. 

Mobile,  June  27, 1787. 
Don  Vincent  Folch,  captain  in  the  fixed  regiment  of  Louisiana,  commandant,  civil  and  military  of  this  dis- 
trict, certifies  that  the  land  which  the  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  from  information  taken  for  that  purpose. 

VINCENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  July  2, 1787. 

The  Commandant  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  shall  establish  the  petitioner  upon  the  twelve  acres  of  land,  with  the 
prqfounder,  as  customary,  of  forty,  at  the  place  he  solicits,  being  vacant,  not  causing  prejudice,  upon  the  precise  con- 
dition of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  space  ol  one  year;  and  if  at  the  end  of  three  years,  the  land 
is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the 
business  ot  settling  the  same  is  to  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party 
with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  original,  which  exists  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  remitted  to  me. 

JOAQN.  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 

John  Baker  and  Doctor  John  Chastang  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Baker 
deposed,  that  he  had  compared  this  translation  with  the  Spanish  original  or  grant  hereto  attached;  and  that,  to  the 
best  of  his  understanding,  it  was  truly  and  correctly  translated,  as  to  names,  dates,  and  quantity  of  acres. 

The  said  Chastang  deposed,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  translation  of  the  Spanish  warrant  or  order  of  survey 
hereto  annexed,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

The  claimant  produced  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John  Arnot,  bearing  date  the  18th  day  of  December,  1794, 
duly  executed,  conveying  to  Tobias  Reams  all  the  said  Arnot's  right,  claim,  and  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land  and 
the  improvements  thereon. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  said  land,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  house  and  other  improvements  made 
under  the  original  claimant,  except  about  lengths  offence.  That  the  claim  of  Cornelius  McCurtin  interfered  with 
this,  on  the  east  side,  about  half  way  in  front;  thence,  towards  the  southwest  corner,  so  as  to  include  something  more 
than  half  of  this  tract;  that  he  also  understood  that  a  claim  of  Young  Gains  ran  diagonally  across  this,  a  little  south 
of  the  house,  so  as  to  include  the  greater  part  of  said  survey  on  the  south;  and  knew  of  no  other  interfering  lines  or 
claims  with  this. 

John  McGrew  and  John  Baker  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  s«oin  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case;  that  John  Arnot  settled  upon  the  land  in  question, 
in  the  year  1787,  and  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  thereon  for  some  time;  that  John  Arnot  was,  on  the  2d  July, 
in  the  year  1787,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age;  and  that  they  believed  that  said  land  had  been  inhabited  and 
cultivated  by  him,  or  some  person  under  him,  ever  since  that  time;  that  Arnot  had  told  them  that  he  had  sold  his 
right  to  one  Tobias  Reams,  and  that  they  knew  that  Reams  entered  into  and  enjoyed  the  peaceable  possession  thereof, 
under  his  purchase  from  Arnot. 

John  Callier  and  James  Callier  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  John  deposed,  that 
he  was  authorized,  by  a  letter  from  his  brother  Thomas  Callier,  to  cancel  the  bargain  or  purchase  of  land,  which  he 
had  made  with  Tobias  Reams,  for  his,  Thomas's  use,  and  account,  and  which  he,  witness,  accordingly  did;  and  in 
pursuance  of  that  power  re-conveyed  the  land  to  Reams,  in  the  manner  endorsed  on  the  Spanish  writing. 

The  said  James  deposed,  that  he  saw  a  letter,  and  had  understood  that  Thomas  Callier  authorized  John  Callier 
to  cancel  the  bargain  or  purchase  ef  land,  which  he  had  made  for  his  account  with  Tobias  Reams,  and  that  said  John 
Callier  did  accordingly  do  so,  by  reconveying  said  land  to  said  Tobias  Reams,  in  the  manner  endorsed  on  s.iid  Span- 
sh  writing. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  (or  consideration. 

Thomas  Goodwin's  case,  No.  182  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  97  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  twoliundred  and  eighty-six  acres,  as  legal  representative  of  Daniel  Kaniiada, 
under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  thafthe  following  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  waters  of  Bassett's  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  hornbeam,  and  running  north,  forty  degrees  east,  eleven  chains,  to  a  lake;  forty  chains,  to 
a  beech  corner;  thence,  north,  fifty  degrees  eastj  twenty  chains,  to  a  hickory;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  east,  fifty- 
five  chains  to  an  elm  corner;  thence,  south,  forty  chains,  on  Brewer's  line,  to  a  stake  corner;  south,  sixty-seven 
degrees  west,  twenty-nine  chains,  to  a  red  oak;  thence,  north,  tvyenty-seven  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  to  the  be- 
ginning; and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed, 
containing  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres:  is  claimed  by  Thomas  Goodwin,  legal  representative  of  Daniel  Kan- 
nada,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave 
to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

THOMAS  GOODWIN. 

March  26   1804  Legal  representative  of  Daniel  Kannadu. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  carriers,  Ambrose  Miles  and  Hezekiah  Carter. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  296,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  John  Kannada,  bearing  date  the  1 4th  day  of  August,  1803,  duly  executed' 
conveying  to  Nathaniel  Ross  all  the  said  Kannada's  right,  title,  and  claim  to  said  tract  of  land,  and  the  improve- 
ments thereon  made.    On  the  back  of  which  deed  is  an  assignment  as  follows,  to  wit: 
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March  6,  1804. 
I  endorse  all  my  right  and  title  to  Thomas  Goodwin,  ol'the  within  mentioned,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal. 

NATHANIEL  ROSS. 
Test,  Stephen  Clay. 

Benjamin  Baldwin  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  beins  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed 
that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that  Daniel  Kannada  purchased  the  improvements  upon  the  land  in  ques- 
tion about  the  last  of  December,  1802,  or  beginning  of  January,  1803;  and  was  in  possession  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1803'*  and  raised  a  crop  of  about  one  hundred  bushels  of  corn  the  following  season,  by  the  cultivation  of  a  tenant, 
having  about  twelve  acres  under  improvement;  that  there  was  no  dwelling  house  upon  the  land,  it  being  low  land 
and  generally  subject  to  inundation  every  year.  That  Daniel  Kannada  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age  on 
the  3d  of  March,  1803.  ,    ,    •        ,   ,  j         "  ,    .u  .  u 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  bemg  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  sur- 
vey in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included  the  cultivated  field  of  the  claimant;  that  he,  Gil- 
liam, knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims. 
The  Board  ordered  tiiat  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Baker's  case,  commenced  in  page  703. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included  part  of  the  improvements  of  the 
claimant;  that  his  dwelling  house  and  otherimproveinents  were  on  adjoining  land,  claimed  by  him  under  another 
warrant;  that  the  southwestwardly  side  of  this  tract  interfered  with  the  donatimi  claim  of  John  McGrew,  Sen.;  that 
it  also  interfered  with  the  claims  of  Peter  Malone,  Julian  de  Castro,  James  GiiiSn,  William  Coleman,  Doctor  Chas- 
tang,  and  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes.  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Baker's  case,  commenced  in  page  704. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  plot  of 
the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  and  that  it  included'the  dwelling  house,  and  part  of  the  improve- 
ments of  the  claimant;  that,  on  the  east  side,  it  interfered  with  the  claim  of  J.ohn  McGrew,  senior,  but  in  what  man- 
ner he  could  not  say.  . 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Morgan,  representative  of  John  Burney;  case  commenced  in  page  647. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  sur- 
vey and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  incliided  the  dwelling  house  and  im- 
provements of  the  claimant;  that  this  was  principally  included  in  the  donation  claim  of  John  McGrew,  junior,  re- 
presentative of  Alexander  McGiew,  on  the  northeast  side,  which  was  distinguished  by  a  dotted  line  on  the  plot;  that 
there  might  be  a  strip  of  something  more  than  two  hundred  yards  wide,  which  was  not  included. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Ransom  Harwell's  case,  commenced  in  page  705. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  sur- 
vey and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  im- 
provements of  the  claimant;  and  that  he  believed  that  this  survey  was  wholly  included  in  the  survey  and  claim  of 
Elisha  Simmons. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Rogers's  case,  commenced  in  page  650.    . 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling  hoiise  and  improve- 
ments of  the  claimant;  that,  from  the  best  of  his  information  arid  belief,  there  was  no  interference  with  this  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callieu,  representative  of  Bryant  and  Snelgrove;  case  commenced  in  page  651. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  and  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  improve- 
ments made  by  Henry  Snelgrove;  that  the  claim  in  the  name  of  the  heirs  of  James  McGrew,  under  a  Spanish  war- 
rant, intersects  a  small  corner  of  this  on  the  northeast;  that  the  claim  of  Constant  McGrew,  for  a  donation,  com- 
prehends the  whole  front  of  this  survey,  and  extends  back  within  nineteen  chains  of  the  rear. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Richard  Lee,  represent-ative  of  Jordan  Morgan;  case  commenced  in  page  656. 

George  Dickey,  John  Callier,  and  William  Vardeman,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and 
interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case.  And  the  said  Dickey  testified,  that 
he  came  to  this  country  from  South  Carolina  in  the  year  1799,  and  one  of  the  first  houses  which  he  went  to  was  Jor- 
dan Morgan's  on  the  land  in  question;  that  it  appeared  to  have  been  erected  in  the  winter  preceding;  that  he  had, 
at  the  same  time,  a  smith's  shop  erected,  and  the  tools  of  his  trade,  and  but  small  cultivation;  that,  some  time  after, 
Morgan  went  out  of  possession,  and  William  Vardeman  came  in;  that,  at  a  subsequent  period,  Vardeman  went  out, 
and  the  place  was  afterwards  improved  by  the  tenants  of  Esquire  Lee,  the  present  claimant,  and  had  been  so  conti- 
nXied  to  that  time. 

Question  by  the  claimant.  When  you  came  to  the  house  of  Jordan  Morgan,  as  you  have  mentioned,  was  he  not 
married  to  Mr.  Wheat's  daughter,  and  had  a  child? 

Answer.  He  was  married,  and  had  a  child  at  that  time. 

The  said  Callier  deposed,  that  he  sold  William  Vardeman's  claim  to  the  land  in  question  to  Richard  Lee,  and 
paid  to  him,  Vardeman,  the  consideration  money,  which  he  received,  and  confirmed  his,  Callier's,  bargain  and  sale 
to  Lee;  that  he,  Callier,  had  always  understood,  and  did  believe,  that  Lee  entered  into  the  peaceable  and  quiet  pos- 
session of  said  land,  in  virtue  of  said  sale,  and  continued  quietly  to  possess  the  same  without  opposition,  until  lately, 
as  he  understood,  some  person  or  persons  had  set  up  claim  or  claims  to  all  or  a  part  of  said  land. 

The  said  Vardeman  deposed,  that,  in  May,  1799,  he  purchased  and  settled  upon  the  hind  in  question,  and  conti- 
nued thereon  until  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year,  or  beginning  of  the  year  1800,  when  he  removed  there- 
from, and  rented  another  place;  that,  some  time  afterwards.  Colonel  Callier,  in  his,  Vardeman's,  behalf,  and  for  his 
account,  sohl  his  right  or  claim  to  the  improvements  and  land  to  Richard  Lee;  which  bargain  and  sale  he,  Vardeman, 
confirmed;  that  neither  Jordan  Morgan,  nor  any  other  person,  set  up  claim  to  said  land  at  that  time,  that  he  knew  of, 
nor  had  they  since,  until  very  lately;  that  Jordan  Morgan  inhabited  on  said  land  at  the  time  that  he,  Vardeman,  pur- 
chased his  claim  and  improvements. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Williams's  case,  commenced  in  page  715. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  improvements 
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of  the  claimant;  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  tlie  natural  maiks  referred  to  in  the  survey  of  Edward  Young  for  a  do- 
nation, and  from  an  inspection  of  his  plot  returned  to  the  Board,  the  whole  of  this  claim  was  included  wiihiii  that 
survey. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  caSe  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Peter  Malone,  representative  of  John  Woods;  case  commenced  in  page  701. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  improvements 
of  the  claimant. 

George  Harris  and  Siddie  Harris  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that  they  knew  that  Peter  Malone  inhabited  and  culti- 
vated on  the  land  in  question,  before  and  since  the  3il  day  of  March,  1803,  and  that  they  believed  that  he  actually 
did  inhabit  thereon  on  the  said  3d  day  of  March;  and  that  Peter  Malone  was  at  that  time  (he  head  of  a  liimily. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

MicAJAH  Wall's  case,  commenced  in  page  656. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  improvements 
of  the  claimant;  that  this  survey  was  wholly  included  in  the  claim  of  John  McGrew,  junior,  as  the  repiesentative 
of  Alexander  AicGrew,  and  that  he  knew  of  no  other  interference. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Matthew  Shaw's  case,  commenced  in  page  651. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  improvements 
of  the  claimant;  and  that  he  knew  of  no  interference. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Coleman,  representative  of  Simon  Favre;  case  commenced  in  page  718. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sv/orn,  deposed,  that  he  made  tiie  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question;  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  improvements  of  the  claimant, 
but  not  his  dwelling  house,  which  was  several  miles  oft'  fiom  the  land  claimed;  that  this  survey  included  the  whole 
of  Peter  Malone's  claim;  that  the  east  side  of  this  comprehends  the  greater  part  of  the  claim  of  Edward  Lloyd 
Wailes,  and  that  John  Baker's  one  thousand  six  hundred  acres'  survey  runs  from  south  to  north  diagonally  across 
this,  and  included  a  great  part  of  it;  that  the  claim  of  Julian  de  Castro  for  a  donation  interfered  nearly  in  the  same 
manner  as  did  said  Wailes's  claim. 

Augustin  Rochon  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  Simon  Favre  was  an  inter- 
preter of  the  Choctaw  language  for  the  Spanish  garrison  at  Fort  Confederation,  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  until  that 
garrison  was  evacuated  by  the  Spanish  troops  in  the  year  1796  or  1797;  that  said  Favre  was  then  attached  to  the  gar- 
rison of  Fort  St.  Stephen's,  on  the  same  river,  as  an  interpreter,  and  continued  in  this  service  at  said  post  until  it 
was  evacuated  by  the  Spanish  troops;  that  he  then  removed  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  acted  as  interpreter  for  the 
Spanish  Government,  in  which  service  and  capacity  he  still  continued. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Ann  Lawrence's  case,  commenced  in' page  721. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  improvements 
of  the  claimant;  that  this  claim  embraced  almost  the  whole  of  the  claim  of  Noah  Kenner  Hutsoii,  except  a  little  on 
the  river  at  the  northeast  corner;  that  the  south  corner  interfered  with  the  claim  of  James  Callier,  under  Anthony 
Hogsatt,  and  knew  of  no  other  interference. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callier,  representative  of  Anthony  Hoggatt;  case  commenced  in  page  674. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  carried  the  com- 
pass part  of  the  way  in  making  a  survey  of  the  land  in  question,  and  that  Mr.  Bilbo  carried  the  compass  the  remain- 
ing part;  and  (hat,  from  his  own  minutes,  and  those  of  Mr.  Bilbo,  he  made  this  plot,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct; 
that  it  included  the  dwelling  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that,  from  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion, the  claim  of  William  Vardeman,  under  a  British  grant  to  John  Lott,  covered  the  whole  width  of  this  claim  on 
the  front,  but  how  far  back  he  was  not  able  to  say. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Brewer,  Junior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  726. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  im  provements 
of  the  claimant;  that  the  claim  of  Young  Gains,  under  a  Spanish  warrant,  included  more  than  halt  the  (ront  of  this, 
and  running  diagonally,  intersected  the  west  line  of  this  survey,  about  half  way  back  from  the  river,  so  (hat  it  em- 
braced the  northwest  cwner;  that  he  had  understood  that  a  British  grant,  in  the  name  ol  Abrahams,  interiered  with 
some  part  of  this,  but  in  what  manner  he  did  not  know. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Benjamin  King's  case.  No.  183  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  194  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Cfaim— Of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  William  Jackson  to  Israel 
Foalsome,  pre-supposing  a  British  grant  to  said  Jackson,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  m  the  words  and  ligures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Feari  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  the  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  Stewart's  old  line;  south,  twenty-five  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  ten  chains,  to  a  red 
oak  corner;  thence,  south,  sixty-five  degrees  east,  ihirty-one  chains  sixty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  twenty- 
five  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  river;  and  thence,  with  the  river,  to  the  begin- 
ning; containing  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres:  is  claime^  by  Benjamin  King,  legal  representative  d  Israel  1-oaI- 
some,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  nver,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.     To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  reter,  as  also  to  a  copy  ot  the  plot  herewith  bled. 

BENJAMIN  KING, 
Representative  of  Israel  Foalsome. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
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Surveyed  24th  February,  1804.    Chain  carriers,  Peter  Nelms  and  Benjamin  King. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  2  page  15,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register- 

The  claimant  produced  deeds  of  lease  and  release  from  William  Jackson,  bearing  date  the  3d  and  4th  days  of 
March,  1780,  duly  executed,  conveying  to  Israel  Foalsome  all  the  said  Jackson's  right,' title,  and  interest  in  or  to 
said  tract  of  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Denley's  case,  No!  164  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  143  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  adjusting  claims  and  rights  of  land  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of 

Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  above  survey  is  claimed  by  John  Denley,  as  a  pre-emption,  lying  and  situated 
about  two  miles  below  the  Sunflower,  beginning  on  a  red  elm  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee,  running  west,  until 
hindered  by  water;  thence,  returning  to  the  beginning;  thence,  meandering  the  river  down,  until  it  intersects  with 
George  Dickey;  thence,  west,  till  hindered  by  water;  claiming  by  the  said  pre-emption  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  binding  on  the  south  by  George  Dickey,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land  or  undefined  claims. 

JOHN  DENLEY. 

March  28,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  23d  March,  1804,  by  Robert  Ligon.    Chain  carriers,  Hiram  Moungev  and  James  Donley. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  470,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

George  Dickey  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that 
he  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  the  present  claimant  began  to  work  on  said  land  in  the  year  1801;  that,  in  the 
year  1803,  he  raised  a  crop  of  about  five  acres  of  corn  and  pumpkins  on  it;  that  he  was,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803, 
twenty-one  years  of  age;  but  being  an  unmarried  man,  lived  in  the  family  with  his  father,  and  had  no  dwelling 
house  or  other  houses  on  said  land. — Vide  surveyor's  testimony,  in  page  737. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Nathaniel  Ross's  case,  No.  185  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  89  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  and  thirty-six  poles,  as  representative  of 
Henry  Slaughter,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  tp  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Bassett's  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  at  a  red  oak  on  Isaac  Ryan's  line;  running  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  fifteen 
chains,  to  a  water  oak;  thence,  north,  sixty-five  degrees  east,  thirty-three  chains,  to  a  gum;  thence,  north,  thirty 
degrees  west,  thirty-five  chains,  to  a  red  oak;  thence,  south,  fifty-two  degrees  west,  thirty-five  chains,  to  a  red  oak; 
thence,  south,  sixteen  degrees  west,  thirty  chains,  to  a  red  oak  sapling;  thence,  south,  sixty-three  degrees  east,  twenty- 
one  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  re- 
presented ii)  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  and  thirty-six  poles;  is  claimed  by  Na- 
thaniel Ross,  representative  of  Henry  Slaughter,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  act,  as  a  pre-emption,  and  is  now  ex- 
hibited[to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To 
all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Benjamin  Baldwin,  for 

NATHANIEL  ROSS. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  carriers,  Benjamin  Harrison  and  Hezekiah  Carter. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  258,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  above  named  chain  carriers  were  sworn  before  William  H.  Hargrave,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Benjamin  Baldwin  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Daniel  Kannada  purchased  the  improvements  on  said  land,  together  with 
the  improvement  in  the  swamp,  now  claimed  by  Thomas  Goodwin  of  Henry  Slaughter;  and  he  understood  that 
Daniel  Kannada  sold  the  whole  to  his  brother,  John  Kannada,  who  sold  the  same  to  Nathaniel  Ross;  that  said  Ross 
sold  the  swamp  part  to  Thomas  Goodwin,  as  he,  witness,  had  heard,  and  retained  the  upland,  which  is  now  in  ques- 
tion; that  on  this  part  there  was  a  cabin,  but  there  was  no  cultivation  in  the  year  1803,  nor  was  it  inhabited  by  any 
body  on  the  3d  of  March  in  that  year,  nor  until  the  close  of  tlie  year;  Thomas  Goodwin  resided  there  a  short  time: 
that  Nathaniel  Ross,  Daniel  Kannada,  and  John  Kannada,  were  each  of  them  twenty-one  years  of  age  on  the  3d  oi 
March,  1803. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  sur- 
rey and  plot  of  the  land  in  question, 'and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  the  dwelling  house  and  im- 
provements of  the  claimant;  that  he  had  not  heard  of  any  interfering  lines  or  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjurned  until  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  May  next. 

Tuesday.  May  1,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  2d  instant. 

Wednesday,  May  2,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

William  H.  Hargrave's  case,  commenced  in  page  727. 

William  Gilliam,  surveyor  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey 
and  plot  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included  a  small  improvement  of  the  claimant;  that  he 
knew  of  no  interfering  lines  or  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Thomas  Sullivant's  case,  comme  need  in  page  723. 

oftW  hlTi.?inl^^nn"fnnT'''  '"^^  P'^^fP\^'^^  ^s  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  plot 
ot  the  land  in  question  from  a  survey  which  he  had  previously  made,  and  be  eved  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  included 
the  dwelling  house  and  improvements  of  the  claimant;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  lines  mciuaed 

1  he  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Gilliam,  representative  of  John  Clark;  case  commenced  in  page  399. 

vev^ml  nW?f  IhTr  Z'-^^°''  r""  ^'^T]^^^  "'/  '"'^''T'  ^"'''  ''^'"?  '^"'y  '^'•™'  ^^^Pos^^'  <hat  he  made  the  sur- 
vey and  plot  ot  the  and  in  question,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct;  that  it  contained  the  dwelling  house  and  im- 
provements ot  the  claimant;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  claim.  "wtiau„  nouse  ana  im 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  •  i 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  3d  instant. 

Thursday,  May  3,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  4th  instant.  '         f  "^  =• 

Friday,  May  4,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  5th  instant.  '        i-  ■ 

Saturday,  May  5,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  Charles  Walker;  case  commenced  in  page  755. 

Thomas  Bassett  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  more  than  twenty  years  a<'o 
he  saw  negroes  belonging  to  Charles  Walker  clearing  ground  on  the  west  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  opposite  The 
cut-oft,  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  as  well  as  he  readlected:  thut  he  believed  that' neither  Charles  Walker 
nor  his  legal  representative  or  representatives,  resided  within  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the  27lh  day  of  October 
1795;  that  he  had  understood  that  Joel  Walker,  nephew  to  Charles  Walker,  inherited  the  whole  of  the  estate  of  his' 
uncle,  Charles  Walker,  deceased. 

William  Coleman  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed 
that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  claim.  ' 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  widow  of  Joel  Walker,  nephew  of  Charles  Walker? 

Answer.  I  did  know  her,  and  her  name  was  Mary,' to  the  best  of  my  recollection;  she  had  a  child,  and  I  have 
heard  that  it  was  dead.  I  have  heard  from  the  brothers  of  Joel  Walker,  William  and  David  Walker,  that  this  child 
was  dead;  and  I  believe  that  this  child  died  between  the  years  1798  and  1801. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francis  Coleman,  representative  of  Charles  Walker;  case  commenced  in  page  751. 

John  McGrew,  Sen.,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that  he  knew  that  Charles  Walker  settled  upon  the  land  in  question  in  or  about 
the  year  1778,  built  a  house,  and  made  two  or  three  crops  on  said  land;  that  he  believed  that  Walker  died  in  the 
year  1780;  that  neither  Charles  Walker,  nor  his  representative  or  representatives,  resided  within  the  Mississippi 
territory  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795;  that  he  thought  Walker  had  cleared,  and  under  cultivation,  within  the 
limits  of  said  land,  about  forty  acres. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  7th  instant.  i 

Monday,  May  7,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

James  Callier  and  Joseph  Campbell,  executors  of  Maria  Josephia  Narbone,  deceased;  case  commenced  in 
page  697. 

The  following  deposition,  taken  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Board,  recorded  in  page  699,  was  exhibited,  to  wit: 

Question.  Have  you  any  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim? 

Answer.   I  have  no  interest,  direct  or  indirect. 

Question.  How  long  have  the  lands  now  claimed  been  in  the  occupancy  and  possession  of  the  present  claimants, 
and  those  under  whom  they  hold? 

Answer.  About  forty-five  years. 

Question.  Have  these  persons  held  an  uninterrupted  possession,  holding  out  all  others  therefrom,  and  no  other 
person  claiming  any  right  thereto? 

Answer.  They  have  held  an  uninterrupted  possession  of  the  lands  now  claimed,  holding  out  all  others  therefrom, 
and  no  person  or  persons  ha\e  made  any  claim  thereto. 

Question.  When  did  Anthony  Narbone,  the  husband  of  Maria  Josephia  Narbone,  die? 

Answer.  About  ten  years  since. 

Question.  Did  he  die  in  possession  of  the  premises? 

Answer.  He  died  in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  on  the  lands  now  claimed. 

Question.  Did  Maria  Josephia  Narbone,  his  widow,  continue  to  inhabit  and  possess  the  same  until  her  death,  and 
at  what  time  did  she  die? 

Answer.  Maria  Josephia  Narbone,  the  widow  of  Anthony  Narbone,  deceased,  did  continue  to  inhabit  and  pos- 
sess the  said  land  until  her  death;  and  that  she  died  about  eighteen  months  ago,  on  the  said  premises. 

Question.  Have  the  premises  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  heirs  of  Maria  Josephia  Narbone  since  her 
death,  and,  if  so,  by  which  of  them? 

Answer.  The  premises  have  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  one  of  the  heirs  of  said  deceased,  viz:  Isabella 
Campbell. 

Question.  What  kind  of  cultivation  has  been  made  on  the  land  in  question,  from  your  first  knowledge  of  the 
place,  until  the  present  time? 

Answer.  Corn,  pease,  potatoes,  rice,  and  sometimes  tar. 

SIMON  ANDRY. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  James  Farr,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  Mississippi  territory,  Simon  Andry,  and,  being  duly  sworn  to  make  true  and  correct  answers  to  such 
questions  as  should  be  proposed  to  him,  did,  on  oath,  make  the  answers  to  the  above  mentioned  questions,  as  above 
stated. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  27th  day  of  April,  1804. 

JAMES  FARR,  /.  P. 

John  Chastang  and  August! n  Rochon  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case. 

The  said  Chastang  further  deposed,  that,  when  he  first  came  into  this  country,  which  was  in  the  year  1765,  Mr. 
Anthony  Narbone,  now  deceased,  was  settled  upon  the  land  in  question,  and,  from  appearance,  and  as  he  then  un- 
derstood, had  been  settled  there  many  years  before;  that  he  continued  to  live  thereuntil  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
happened  about  the  year  1794;  and  that  Maria  Josephia  Narbone,  his  widow,  lived  there  until  she  died,  about  eigh- 
teen months  since;  and  that  one  of  her  heirs,  to  wit,  Isabella  Campbell,  had  resided  there  ever  since. 
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The  said  Rochon  also  deposed,  that,  as  long  ago  as  he  could  remember,  to  wit,  about  the  year  1781,  Anthony 
Narbone  lived  on  the  land  in  question;  that,  for  a  time,  the  Indians  became  so  troublesome,  that  Mr.  Narbone  was 
compelled  to  quit  his  plantation,  and  remove  into  Mobile;  but,  as  soon  as  the  danger  was  over,  [he  returned  to  it,] 
and  lived  there  until  he  died;  that  his  widow  lived  there  until  she  died,  and,  since  her  death,  her  daughter  Isabella, 
the  present  wife  ot  Joseph  Campbell,  had  resided  at  the  same  place. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  fur  consideration. 

John  Chastang's  case,  commenced  in  page  672. 

The  following  notice,  plot,  and  testimony,  were  produced  by  the  claimant,  as  a  part  of  said  case,  to  wit: 
To  the  Commissio7iers  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims- to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  east  of  Mobile  river,  butting  and  bounding  on  the 
north  by  lands  claimed  by  Peter  Juzant,  on  the  south  by  lands  claimed  bj  Baptist  Trennier,  on  the  west  by  said 
river,  and  on  the  other  side  by  vacant  land:  is  claimed  by  John  Chastang,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish 
grant  or  order  of  survey,  granted  to  the  said  John  Chastang,  as  may  appear  by  the  original  grant  now  delivered  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To 
all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

CHASTANG,  Jeune. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
Fort  Stoddert. 

Surveyed  29th  February,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.    Chain  bearers,  Joseph  Campbell  and  Gabriel  Tissrah. 

The  depostition  of  Simon  Andry,  taken  pursuant  to  an  order  of' the  Board,  was  exhibited,  as  follows,  to  wit: 
Question.  Are  you,  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in  the  establishment  of  the  claim  in  question.-^ 

Answer.  I  am  not  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  claim. 

Question.  Did  Doctor  John  Chastang,  the  piesent  claimant,  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  now  by  him  claimed 
on  the  22d  of  October,  in  the  year  1795,  and,  if  so,  what  kind  of  cultivation.' 

Answer.  Doctor  John  Chastang  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  in  question  on  the  22d  of  October,  1795,  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  and  that  he  has  so  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  said  lands  to  the  present  time;  anil 
that  he  made  corn,  pease,  rice,  and  potatoes  thereon. 

Question.  Was  Doctor  Ciiastang  the  head  of  a  family,  or  twenty-one  years  of  age,  on  the  18th  of  January,  1785.'* 

Answer.  He  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  twenty-one  years  ot  age,  at  that  time. 

SIMON  ANDRY. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  James  Callier,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  Mississippi  territory,  Simon  Andry,  anil,  being  duly  sworn  to  make  true  and  correct  answers  to  such 
questions  as  should  be  proposed  to  him,  did,  on  oath,  make  the  answers  to  the  above  mentioned  questions,  as  above 
stated.    Sworn  before  me,  the  27th  day  of  April,  1804. 

JAMES  CALLIER,  y.  P. 

Augustin  Rochon  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  Doctor  Chastang  established 
himself  on  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1795,  by  building  upon  the  same,  and  putting  a  number  of  his  negroes, 
there;  that,  some  time  after,  probably  in  the  year  tollowing,  he  removed  from  his  upper  plantations,  near  Fort  St. 
Stephen's,  to  this  place,  where  he  had  resided  ever  since. 

■  Simon  Andry  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that,  at  the  time  Doctor  Chastang 
petitioned  for  the  land  whereon  he  now  lives,  the  old  fields  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  extended  the  whole 
length  of  his  concession  on  the  west  side,  commencing  on  the  east,  or  opposite  side  of  that  channel  of  the  river  from 
that  whereon  said  Chastang  resides,  and  running  up  the  bank  of  the  said  channel  ol  the  river,  until  nearly  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Cedar  or  Cambey  creek,  and,  in  extent  from  the  river,  in  and  about  three  acres. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Heirs  of  Augustin  Rochon,  deceased,  two  cases;  one  commenced  in  page  749,  and  the  other  in  page  750^ 

The  deposition  of  Simon  Andry,  taken  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Board,  was  exhibited,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Question.  Are  you,  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in  the  claim  in  question. 

Answer.  I  am  not  interested  directly  or  indirectly. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Augustin  Rochon,  deceased,  and  at  what  time  did  he  die.' 

Answer.  I  did  know  Augustin  Rochon,  deceased,  before  his  death,  and  he  died  about  the  year  1780. 

Question.  Did  he,  at  any  time  before  his  death,  reside  within  this  territory,  and  cultivate  any  of  the  lands  which 
are  now  claimed  by  his  heirs  or  executors.' 

Answer.  Augustin  Rochon,  deceased,  did  reside  in  this  territory  before  his  death,  and  cultivate  the  lands  now 
claimed  by  his  executors  or  heirs. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  his  widow  or  either  of  his  heirs  resided  within  tlie  Mississippi  territory  through- 
out the  year  1795,  and  whether  either  of  them  cultivated  any  of  the  lands  of  said  deceased  within  said  territory? 

Answer.  The  son  of  Augustin  Rochun,  deceased,  did  live  on  and  cultivate  the  lands  of  the  said  deceased 
throughout  the  year  1795. 

Question.  What  kind  of  cultivation  did  he  make? 

Answer.  Corn,  pease,  potatoes,  and  rice  in  the  summer;  in  the  winter  he  made  tar. 

SIMON  ANDRY. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  James  Callier,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  Mississippi  territory,  Simon  Andry,  and,i,beingduly  sworn  to  make  true  and  correct  answers  to  such 
questions  as  should  be  proposed  to  him,  did,  on  oath,  make  the  answers  to  the  above  mentioned  questions,  as  above 
stated.    Sworn  before  me,  this  27th  day  of  April,  1804. 

JAMES  CALLIER,  J.  P. 

Doctor  John  Chastang  was  presented  as'a.witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that,  before  the  death  of  Au- 
gustin Rochon,  deceased,  he  saw  his  laboring  people  working  upon  and  cultivating  the  lands  now  claimed  by  his 
heirs;  that  he  could  not  say  from  positive  knowledge  that  Augustin,  the  son  of  the  deceased,  continued  to  do  the 
same  after  the  death  of  his  father,  but  that  he  knew  that  his  people  were  here  in  the  year  1795;  and  believed  that  he 
resided  here  also  during  a  part  of  said  year. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  10th  insiant. 

Thursday,  May  10,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  12th  instant. 

Saturday,  May  12,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  14th  instant. 

Monday,  May  14,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
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Robert  Sorrel,  Senior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  706. 

Thomas  Bassett  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  he  had  no  interest  m  this  claim;  that  Robert  Sorrel,  Sen.,  was  living  on  the  land  in  question,  had  land  cleared 
and  corn  growing  last  spring  was  a  year  since;  and,  from  the  quantity  ot  labor  that  appeared  to  have  been  done,  he 
must  have  lived  there  previous  to  the  3(1  day  of  March,  1803;  and  was,  at  that  time,  more  than  forty  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Frazier's  case,  commenced  in  page  681. 

John  McGrew  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  James  Frazier  settled  and  com- 
menced to  improve  upon  the  land  in  question,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1788  or  1789,  and  made  four  or  five  crops  there- 
oft,  and  then  removed  to  Natchez,  and  from  thence  to  Chickasaw  nation,  where  he  had  resided  ever  since;  that 
when  Frazier  quitted  said  land  he  told  him  to  take  care  of  the  same  for  him;  that  he,  McGrew,  put  on  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Stilly,  who  made  a  crop  thereon  in  the  year  1795;  and  that  James  Frazier  was,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1787,' 
more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Farr's  case,  commenced  in  page  757. 

Daniel  Johnson  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that 
he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  year  1795,  the  land  in  question  was  settled  upon  and  cultivated  by 
Cornelius  Rain,  as  well  as  he,  Johnson,  recollected;  that  he  had  understood  that  James  Farr  cultivated  and  inha- 
bited said  land,  in  the  year  1797,  in  the  employment  of  Cornelius  Rain. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Edwin  Lewis's  case,  as  representative  of  William  Green,  commenced  in  page  711. 

John  McGrew,  Esquire,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  de- 
posed, that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that  William  Green  settled,  built  houses,  and  improved  upon  the  land 
in  question,  about  two  years  last  past,  and  continued  thereon  until  last  fall;  and  was,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803, 
more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Edwin  Lewis's  case,  commenced  in  page  711. 

John  McGrew,  Esquire,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  Edwin  Lewis  settled 
upon  the  land  in  question  before  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  built  houses,  and  cultivated  last  summer  one  or  two  acres 
ot  land;  that  he  had  resided  thereon  before  and  ever  since  the  3d  of  March  last;  and  was,  he,  McGrew,  thought, 
more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postp;)ned  for  consideration. 

Heirs  of  John  McIntosh;  case  commenced  in  page  744. 

John  McGrew,  Esquire,  and  Thomas  Bassett  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  inter- 
rogated by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim.  And  the  said  McGrew  deposed,  that 
John  Mcintosh  had  land  cleared,  and  negroes  working  on  said  land,  in  the  year  1780  or  1781;  and  that  it  was  said 
that  the  land  was  cultivated,  at  that  time,  for  the  account  of  John  Mcintosh. 

The  said  Bassett  deposed,  that  he  knew  that  said  land  was  inhabited  and  cultivated,  at  the  time  that  the  British 
held  this  country,  by  his,  Mcintosh's,  negroes  and  overseer. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joshua  Howard,  representative  of  Arthur  Moore  and  wife;  case  commenced  in  page  729. 

John  McGrew,  Esquire,  and  Thomas  Bassett  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that 
they  knew  that  Arthur  Moore  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  land  in  question,  when  the  British  held  possession  of 
this  country.     And  the  said  McGrew  also  deposed,  that  said  Moore  conveyed  said  land  to  Joshua  Howard;   that 
he  had  understood,  and  did  believe,  that  said  Howard  did  reside  within  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the  27th  day 
October,  1795. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Hoggatt's  case,  as  representative  of  William  Wall  and  wife,  commenced  in  page  753. 

John  McGrew,  Esquire,  and  Thomas  Bassett  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Mc 
Grew  deposed,  that  James  Hoggatt  lived  at  or  near  the  land,  near  to  where  Colonel  Callier  now  lives,  in  the  year 
1780;  that  Hoggatt  had  a  plantation  and  barn  on  the  said  place;  that  he,  McGrew,  understood  fro^n  William  Wall 
and  James  Hoggatt,  that  the  land  thus  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  James  Hoggatt,  in  the  year  1780,  was  the  same 
which  Hoggatt  purchased  from  said  Wall;  that  he  did  not  know  whether  or  not  James  Hoggatt,  or  his  legal  repre- 
sentative, resided  within  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795;  that  he  knew  that  AVilford 
Hoggatt  resided  one  year  at  or  near  the  same  place,  in  the  low  grounds  where  James  Hoggatt  lived,  and  afterwards 
removed  from  the  low  grounds,  or  swamp,  to  the  pure  lands,  some  distance  from  the  river;  that  Marbury  entered 
upon  this  land  after  Wilford  Hoggatt  quitted  it;  that,  after  Marbury  quitted  the  possession,  Adam  Hollinger  entered 
therenn;  that  Wilford  Hoggatt  tirst  came  to  this  country  after  the  conquest  of  it  by  the  Spaniards,  which  was 
before  the  year  1795,  at  which  time,  he  said  he  had  come  to  get  his  and  his  brother's  land;  th.it  Wilford  Hoggatt 
removed  from  this  country  to  the  Mississippi  river,  near  to  the  town  of  Natchez,  where  he  had  resided  ever  since, 
as  the  witness  believed.  r        .       •        ■ 

The  said  Bassett  deposed,  that  he  knew  that  James  Hoggatt  lived,  in  the  year  1789,  or  before  that  time,  in  or 
about  the  same  place,  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  where  Colonel  Callier  now  lives;  that  he  asked  Wilford  Hoggatt,  as 
well  as  he,  Bassett,  recollected,  some  time  in  the  year  1791,  why  he  settled  upon  the  land  claimed  by  his  brother^ 
James  Hoggatt,  and  whereon  he  had  formerly  lived;  he  said  that  his  own  place,  or  land,  was  entirely  wood  land, and 
as  the  place  of  his  brother  had  considerable  quantity  of  land  that  had  been  formerly  cleared,  it  was  much  easier  to 
clear  up  again;  and  that  when  his  brother  James  Hogsitt  came  to  this  country,  if  he  came  at  all.  he  might  clear 
him,  Wilford  Hoggatt,  as  much  land,  and  he  would  give  him  up  his  land  again;  that  he,  Bassett,  believed  that  WU- 
ford  Hoggatt  resided  within  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Heirs  of  Robert  Farmer,  deceased;  two  cases,  commenced  in  pages  741  and  742. 

John  McGrew,  Esq.  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that,  soon  after  the  Americans 
took  possession  of  this  country.  Colonel  John  McKee  came  to  his  house,  and  requested  him  to  get  some  Persons  to 
settle  upon  Major  Robert  Farmer's  land,  and  said  that  he  would  pay  for  whatever  labor  they  might  do;  that  he,  Mc- 
Grew, accordingly  agreed  with  Elijah  Simmons  and  William  Rogers  to  settle  upon  the  lower  tract,  lor  account  ot 
the  representatives  of  Farmer;  that  he  had  since  understood  that  their  settlements  were  made  wthout  the  limits  ot 
Farmer's  claim,!which  happened  from  his,  McGrew's,  not  being  well  acquainted  with  the  lines  of.  Farmer  s  land;  that 
McKee  gave  him,  McGrew,  the  plot  of  the  said  lower  tract  only. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  17th  instant. 
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Thursday,  May  17, 1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

James  Scott's  case,  representative  of  Gabriel  Burrows,  commenced  in  page  663. 

John  Smith  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that  he 
had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Gabriel  Burrows  moved,  built,  and  cleared  ground,  on  the  place  in  question,  in 
the  year  1797,  and  in  that  year  cultivated  about  one  acre  in  corn,  and  planted  peach  trees;  that  Burrows  resided 
and  cultivated  on  said  land;  one  or  two  years  after  that,  sold  it  to  James  Scott,  the  present  claimant,  who  had  resided 
on  the  same  ever  since  Burrows  quitted  it;  andthat  he.  Smith,  always  understood  that  Burrows  had  sold  his  claim 
to  Scott;  that,  in  the  year  1797,  Gabriel  Burrows  had  a  \yife  and  family  of  three  children. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  18th  instant. 

Friday,  May  18,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  21st  instant. 

Monday,  May  21,  1804. 

The  Board  met  accortling  to  adjournment."    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  23d  instant. 

Wednesday,  May2Z,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.  •  Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Elihu  Hall  Bay's  three  cases,  in  two  of  which  he  claims,  as  representative  of  William  Fradgley,  the  other,  as 
representative  of  John  Sutherland,  the  two  first  cases  commenced  in  pages  745  and  746,  the  other  case  in  page  747:  in 
each  of  these  cases  the  Board  adjudged  as  follows,  to  wit: 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  Unit^ed  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  said  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in  his 
title  to  said  land. 

Heirs  or  John  McIntosh,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  744. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  said  claimants  are  not  confirmed  in 
their  title  to  said  land. 

James  Hoggatt,  representative  of  William  Wall  and  wife;  case  commenced  in  page  753. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  said  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in  hi? 
title  to  said  land. 

Heirs  of  Robert  Farmer,  deceased;  two  cases,  commenced,  one  in  page  741,  the  other  in  page  742;  in  each  of 
which  cases  the  Board  adjudged  as  follows,  to  wit: 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  said  claimants  are  not  confirmed  in 
their  title  to  said  land. 

Benjamin  King,  representative  of  Israel  Foalsome;  case  commenced  in  page  777. 

Claim. — Three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  founded  on  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  William  Jackson  to  Israel  Foal- 
some, presupposing  a  British  grant  to  said  Jackson;  but  no  such  grant  being  produced,  or  proved  ever  to  have  ex- 
isted, the  Board,  on  due  consideration,  is  6f  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  and  the  claimant  is  not  con- 
firmed in  his  claim  to  said  land. 

Heirs  of  Augustin  Rochon,  deceased;  two  cases,  commenced,  one  in  page  749,  the  other  in  page  750;  in  each  of 
which  cases  the  Board  adjudged  as  follows,  to  wit: 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agreement 
and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  said  claimants  are  confirmed  in  their  title 
to  said  land. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  Francis  Juzant,  case  commenced  in  page  756. 

Claim. — One  thousand  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Francis  Juzanrt,  pretending  to  be  the  son 
and  heir  of  Peter  Juzant,  deceased:  this  claim  is  founded  on  a  supposed  British  grant  to  the  said  Peter  Juzant;  but 
no  such  grant  being  produced,  nor  any  evidence  that  it  eVer  existed,  the  Board,  on  due  consideration,  is  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  and  the  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in  his  claim  to  said  land. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  John  Dawson;  case  commenced  in  page  756. 

On  careful  inspection  of  the  paper  produced,  as  tlie  original  patent  or  grant,  in  support  of  this  claim,  the  same 
being  mutilated,  illegible,  and  altogether  unintelligible;  on  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  said 
paper,  claimed  to  be  the  original  patent,  or  grant,  is  destitute  of  the  parts  essential  to  its  validity,  and,  therefore,  the 
said  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in  his  claim  to  said  land. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  Charles  Walker;  case  commenced  in  page  755. 

On  due  consideration,  and  careful  inspection  of  the  original  patent  or  grant  produced  in  support  of  this  claim,  the 
Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  said  patent  or  giant  is  not  legally  and  fully  executed,  and,  therefore,  the  said  claimant 
is  not  confirmed  in  his  title  to  said  land. 

Francis  Coleman's  two  cases,  commenced,  one  in  page  751,  as  representative  of  Charles  Walker,  the  other  case 
in  page  752,  as  representative  of  Abraham  Little;  in  each  of  which  cases  the  Board  adjudged  as  follows,  to  wit: 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  said  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in  his 
title  to  said  land. 

Alexander  McCullagh,  representative  of  Alexander  McCuUagh,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  739. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  said  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in  his 
title  to  said  land . 
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William  Vardeman,  representative  of  John  Lott,  Jun.;  case  commenced  in  pa-'e  743. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  a^ree 
tWe  to"  aidland.  "  "''^  ^'''''  ""''  '^''  ^''''  "''  ^''"''S'"'  ^"''  '^'  ''^  ^''''■"«""  i^  not  confirmed  in  his 

Robert  Abraham's  case,  commenced  in  page  754. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  reauircments  of 
law,  and  the  said  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in  his  claim  to  said  land.  ^  requucmeins  oi 

Joshua  Howard,  representative  of  Arthur  Moore  and  wifej  case  commenced  in  pa-'e  7S 


Thomas  Bassett,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Bassett,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  668. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  existence  and  subsequent  loss  of  the  said  grant  from  the 
British  Government  ot  West  Florida  to  said  Thomas  Bassett.  deceased,  is  proved,  and  that  this  claim  is  sunnorted 
agreeably  to  the  requirements  ol  law;  and  the  Board  doth  confirm  to  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Bassett 
deceased,  their  title  to  the  said  land,  to  be  located,  as  follows,  to  wit:  ' 

Beginning  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  margin  thereof,  at  a  cotton  tree;  thence  north  sixty 
seven  degrees  west,  with  the  line  ol  the  old  British  survey,  seventy-nine  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  south  twenty-three 
degrees  west,  eighty -three  chaiire  sixteen  links;  thence,  south,  sixty-seven  degrees  east,  two  hundred  and  twenty-three 
chains,  to  the  margin  of  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  same,  with  the  meanders  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Thomas  Bassett,  administrator  of  Nathaniel  Bassett,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  664. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  existence  and  subsequent  loss  of  the  said  "rant  from  the 
British  Government  ot  West  Florida  to  said  Thomas  Bassett,  deceased,  is  proved,  and  that  this  claim  is  supported 
agreeably  to  the  requirements  ot  law;  and  the  Board  doth  confirm  to  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Bassett 
deceased,  their  title  to  said  land,  to  be  located,  as  follows,  viz:  ' 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tonibigbee  river,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above  Mcintosh's  bluft'  at 
a  sassafras,  being  the  corner  of  the  old  British  survey,  and  also  the  corner  of  lands  granted  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  Alexander  McCullagh;  thence,  north,  eighty-seven  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  chains  se- 
venty-five links,  in  the  said  old  line;  thence,  south,  three  degrees  west,  fifty-nine  chains  twenty-eight  links,  in  said 
old  line;  thence,  south,  eighty-seven  degrees  east,  ninety-two  chains,  in  said  old  line,  to  the  river;  and  thence  up 
the  margin  of  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

James  Callier  and  Joseph  Campbell,  executors  of  Maria  Josephia  Narbone,  deceased;  case  commenced  in 
page  697. 

On  full  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending  this  case,  and  on  due  consideration  thereof,  the  Board  is 
of  opinion  that  the  long  uninterrupted  possession  of  such  part  of  the  lands  now  claimed  as  is  hereafter  described 
underseveral  successive  Governments,  affords  as  high  evidence  of  a  complete  and  perfect  title  as  a  grant  from  either 
of  said  Governments  fully  executed.  Although  this  claim  is  not  brought  within  the  literal  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  well  supported  within  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
said  act;  and  duth,  thereupon,  confirm  to  the  lawful  heirs  or  legatees  of  the  said  Maria  Josephia  Narbone,  deceased, 
title  to  the  following  tracts  of  land,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  west  branch  of  the  Tombigbee,  or  Mobile  river,  ten  chains  above  the  present 
dwelling  house  of  Joseph  Campbell ;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  river  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  links;  thence, 
due  south,  seven  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  up  the  course  of  said  river,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  links,  keeping,  in 
all  places,  seven  chains  and  fifty  links  therefrom;  thence,  due  north,  to  the  place  of  beginning:  also,  beginning  on 
the  east  side  of  the  west  channel  of  said  river,  opposite  the  place  of  beginning  before  mentioned;  and  thence,  run- 
ning from  the  east  margin  of  said  west  channel  due  north,  seven  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  down  the  course  of  the 
said  margin,  sixty-three  chains  twenty -five  links,  keeping,  in  all  places,  seven  chains  fifty  links  therefrom;  thence, 
due  south,  to  the  margin  of  said  channel,  and  up  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning;  containing  forty  acres  of  land 
on  each  side  of  said  west  channel  of  said  river.  And  the  Board  doth  order,  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  them 
accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  Friday  the  25th  instant. 

Fkiday,  May  25,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

James  Callier,  representative  of  Anthony  Hoggatt;  case  commenced  in  page  674. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the'requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Anna  Mounger's  five  hundred  and 
four  acre  donation  tract;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  so  far  as  to  make  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  links, 
in  a  straight  line;  thence,  south,  thirty-three  degrees  west,  so  far,  that  a  due  west  line  therefrom,  to  said  Anna 
Mounger's  northwest  corner,  and  from  thence,  with  her  line  north,  fifty  degrees  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall 
include  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres:  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor  against  the  adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from 
the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  John  Lott,  Jun.,  of  three  hundred  acres,  bearing  date  February  16,1778. 
And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  issued  to  him  accordingly. 

Lemuel  Henry,  attorney  for  Antonio  Espaho;  case  commenced  in  page  694. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  said  land  by  him  claimed  in,  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

John  Flood  McGrew  and  Clark  McGrew,  representatives  of  Julian  de  Castro;  case  commenced  in  page  693. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Thomas  Malone's  four  Imndred  and 
eighty  acre  tract,  in  the  right  of  John  Arnot;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  tract,  due  south,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  chains  forty-nine  links,  to  his  southwest  corner;  thence,  due  west,  twenty-six  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  due 
north,  to  the  river;  and  down  the  margin  of  the  same,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a 
certificate  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 
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Cornelius  Rain's  case,  commenced  in  page  692. 

On  due  consideiation,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  lower  corner  of  Moses  Moore's  Spanish  warrant, 
confirmed  to  Ann  Lawrence,  his  legal  representativej  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  river  so  far,  as  in  a  straight 
line,  due  east  and  west,  shall  make  thirty-six  chains  and  twenty  links;  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  east,  so  far, 
that  a  due  west  line  therefrom  shall  strike  the  southeast  corner  of  the  lands  confirmed  to  said  Ann  Lawrence  upon 
the  Spanish  warrant  of  said  Moses  Moore;  and  thence  with  said  Ann  Lawrence's  line  north,  seventeen  degrees  west, 
to  the  place  of  beginning:  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor,  against  the  adverse  claim  under  a  grant  from  the  British  Government 
of  West  Florida  to  William  Fradgley,  bearing  date  March  13th,  1776.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

James  Frazier's  case,  commenced  in  page  681. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  ppinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

James  Powel,  executor  of  William  Powel,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  682. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  said  William  Powel,  deceased,  are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  acres  of 
land,  to  be  located  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  near  the  cotton  gin  of  Major  Hinson,  being  the  lower 
corner  of  lands  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Bassett,  deceased;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  river  to  the 
upper  corner  of  John  Johnson's  Spanish  warrant;  thence,  with  said  Johnson's  line,  south,  seventeen  degrees  east, 
forty-six  chains;  thence,  west,  so  far,  that  a  due  north  line  therefrom  to  the  line  of  said  Bassett's  land,  and  thence 
with  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  four  hundred  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certifi- 
cate be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  26th  instant. 

Saturday,  May  26th,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Nicholas  Perkins,  representative  of  Daniel  Johnson;  case  commenced  in  page  691. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  lower  corner  of  said  Perkins's  three  hundred  and  six 
acre  tract,  claimed  under  Thomas  Wheat's  Spanish  warrant;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  tract  to  the  southeast 
corner  thereof;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  ""east  so  far,  that  a  line  therefrom,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  to  the 
margin  of  said  river,  and  thence,  Up  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  two  hundred  acres. 

Nicholas  Perkins,  representative  of  Thomas  Wheat;  case  commenced  in  page  690. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  three  hundred  and  six  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  a  sassafras,  at  the  mouth  of  Steep  Gut,  being  the  place 
called  SVard's  old  corner,  and  is  also  a  northeast  corner  of  Jordan  Morgan's  pre-emption,  and  the  southeast  corner 
of  James  Denley's  one  thousand  acre  tract,  claimed  under  Daniel  Ward's  Spanish  warrant;  thence,  south, 
twenty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  east,  twenty-six  chains;  thence, 
north,  twenty  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  Tombigbee  river;  and  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  to  the  place 
of  beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Ann  Lawrence,  representative  of  Moses  Moore;  case  commenced  page  688. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  an  oak  corner,  being  the  upper  corner  of  lands  formerly 
granted  by  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  John  Mcintosh;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  river,  so 
far  as  to  make  sixty-three  chains  and  twenty-one  links,  in  a  straight  line;  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  east,  so 
far  that  a  due  west  line  therefrom,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-one  links,  and  from  thence,  north,  seventeen  degrees 
west,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  eight  hundred  acres:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  said  claimant 
first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  her  favor  against  the  adverse  claim  by 
virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  John  Mcintosh,  bearing  date  September  12th, 
1775;  also,  against  the  claim  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant  to  William  Fradgley,  bearing  date  Marcn  13th,  1776. 
And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  her  accordingly. 

John  Hinson,  administrator  of  Owen  Sullivant;  case  commenced  in  page  677. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  said  Owen  Sullivant,  deceased, are  entitled  toa  patentfor  four  hundred  acres  of  land, 
to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  side  of  the  mouth  of  Three  River  lake;  thence, 
up  the  margin  of  said  river,  to  a  sweet  gum.  at  the  mouth  of  Barker's  cut  off",  or  bayou,  which  unites  the  upper  part 
of  said  lake  to  the  river;  thence,  with  said  cut-ofF,  or  bayou,  to  a  willow  on  the  east  margin  of  said  lake;  thence, 
down  the  margin  of  said  lake,  sixty -six  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  hickory;  thence,  north,  thirty-eight  degrees  east,  thir- 
ty-seven chains,  to  a  stake;  thenCe,  south,  sixty -four  degrees  east,  seventy-six  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  with  the 
waters  of  a  branch  of  said  lake,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted 
to  them  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  28th  instant. 

Monday,  May  28lh,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

John  Chastang's  case,  commenced  in  page  670. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  John  Chastang's  four  hundred  and  eighty  acre  tract,  in  the  rightof  John  Tally; 
thence,  with  the  line  of  said  tract,  due  north,  to  the  west  margin  of  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  margin  of 
said  river  to  the  mouth  of  a  bayou  or  gut,  a  few  chains  below  the  former  priest's  house  of  the  parish  of  fort  St.  Ste- 
phen's; thence,  due  south,  twenty  chains;  thence,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  south,  and  thence,  due 
east,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certifi- 
cate be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 
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John  Chastang,  representative  of  John  Talley;  case  commenced  in  page  671. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows' 
to  wit:  ' 

Beginning  at  an  elm  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  being  Stewart's  old  corner,  a  few  chains  below 
the  mouth  of  Smith's  creek,  and  being  also  the  upper  corner  of  James  Catlier's  five  hundred  and  seventy-three  acre 
tract,  in  the  right  of  Bryant  and  Snelgrove;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river  so  far  as  to  make  thirty-seven  chains 
and  twenty-links,  in  a  due  west  line;  thence,  due  south,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  due  east,  thirty-seven  chains 
and  twenty  links,  to  the  line  of  said  Callier's  tract;  and  thence,  with  said  line  due  north,  to  the  place  of  be''inning, 
shall  include  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  toliim  ac- 
cordingly. 

Heirs  of  James  McGrew,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  686. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  said  James  McGrew,  deceased,  are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  acres  of 
land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  John  Flood  and  Clark  McGrew's 
three  hundred  and  thirty-five  acre  tract,  in  the  right  of  Julian  De  Castro;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  tract  due 
south,  to  the  southwest  corner  thereof;  thence,  due  west,  thirty-one  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  due  north,  to  the 
river,  and  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  them 
accordingly. 

John  Baker's  case,  commenced  in  page  703. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  and  that  the  claimant  is  not  en- 
titled to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

John  Trouillet,  executor  of  Peter  Trouillet,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  703, 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  that  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  them  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

JoHw  Baker's  case,  commenced  in  page  704. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  twenty-five  chains  below  his  present  dwelling-house; 
thence,  due  south,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  due  west,  thirty-one  chains  sixty-three  links;  and  thence,  due  north, 
to  the  river,  and  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  four  hundred  acres.  Provided,  nevertheless. 
That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor,  against  the 
adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  to  John  Southerland,  bearing  date 
the  22d  day  of  October,  1779;  also  against  the  adverse  claim  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  said  Government  of  West 
Florida  to  Charles  Walker,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  January,  1777.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Simon  Andry's  case,  commenced  in  page  682. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Beginning  at  a  stake  at  said  Andry's  Bluff;  thence,  north,  sixty-two  degrees  west,  forty-two  chains  ninety-eight 
links;  thence,  north,  fifty-one  degrees  east,  thirty-seven  chains  ninety-two  links;  thence,  south,  sixty-two  degrees 
east,  forty-two  chains  ninety-eight  links,  to  the  river  bank;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  river  to  the  place  of 
of  beginning,  provided  that  said  western  lines  shall  not  be  so  extended  as  to  include  more  than  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  Baptist  Trennier's  case,  commenced  in  page  673. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  lawt 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  three  hundred  and  twenty  seven  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  corner  of  land  allowed  to  John  Chastang,  at  the  mouth  of  Grog  Hall  creek;  and  thence,  pursuing 
down  the  margin  of  the  Mobile  river  to  the  upper  corner  of  land  allowed  to  Simon  Andry;  thence,  westwardly,  pur- 
suing the  course  of  the  lines  of  the  said  Simon  Andry  and  John  Chastang  so  far,  as  to  include  the  number  of  acres 
above  mentioned. 

Daniel  Johnson's  case,  commenced  in  page  678. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  lower  side  of  the  mouth  of  a  bayou  or  creek,  called 
the  Three  Mouthed  creek,  or  Three  River  lake;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  river  so  far  as  to  make  sixty-three 
chains  and  twenty-five  links,  in  a  straight  line;  thence,  north,  eighty-seven  degrees  west,  so  for,  that  a  line  there- 
from due  north,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  links;  and  thence,  south,  eighty-seven  degrees  east,  to  the  place  of 
beginning;  shall  include  eight  hundred  acres:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor,  against  the  adverse  claim  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from 
the  British  Government  of  West  Florida'to  Alexander  McCullagh,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  A.  D.  1778.  And 
the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday  the  twenty-ninth  instant. 

Tuesday,  May  29,  1804. 

■  The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Elirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Samuel  Mims,  representative  of  John  TurnbuU;  case  commenced  in  page  696. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  o' 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Francisco  Fontanilla's  case,  commenced  in  page  695. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

James  Denley,  representative  of  Daniel  Ward;  case  commenced  in  page  693. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 
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Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  a  sassafras,  at  the  mouth  of  Steep  Gut,  so  called,  being 
he  place  called  Ward's  old  corner,  and  is  also  a  northeast  corner  of  Jordan  Morgan's  pre-emption,  and  the  northwest 
corner  of  Nicholas  Perkins'^  three  hundred  and'six  acre  tract,  claimed  under  Thomas  Wheat's  Spanish  warrant; 
thence,  due  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links;  thence,  due  north,  so  far  that  a  due  east  line 
therefrom  to  the  margin  of  said  river,  and  thence,  down  the  margin  of  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  in- 
clude one  thousand  acres.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  Johnson's  case,  commenced  in  page  678. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  oflaw, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  an  oak,  being  the  upper  corner  of  Moses  Moore's  Span- 
ish warrant,  claimed  by  his  representative,  Ann  Lawrence;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river  thirty-one  chains 
seventy-five  links;  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  to  the  southwest  corner  of 
said  Ann  Lawrence's  land,  and  from  thence,  with  her  line  north,  seventeen  degrees  west,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  include  four  hundred  acres:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  courtof  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor  against  the  adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British 
Government  of  West  Florida,  to  William  Fradgley,  bearing  date  the  13th  day  of  March,  1776.  And  the  Board  doth 
order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Francis  Botkin,  representative  of  Adam  HoUinger;  case  commenced  in  page  687. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law,  and 
that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  West  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  near  Bassett's  old  field,  at  the  upper  corner  of  a  grant  from, 
the  British  Government  of  one  thousand  and  fifty  acres  to  Thomas  Bassett,  deceased;  thence,  in  the  course  of  said 
Bassett's  line  north,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  north,  seventy  chains,  and  thence, 
south,  sixty-seven  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  said  river;  and  thence  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  include  eight  hundred  acres.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

James  Denley's  case,  commenced  in  page  689. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  oflaw, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  lower  corner  of  Nicholas  Perkins's  two  hundred  acre 
tract,  claimed  under  Daniel  Johnson's  Spanish  warrant;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  Perkins,  south,  twenty  degrees 
West,  to  the  said  Perkins's  southeast  corner;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,,  north, 
twenty  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  said  river,  and  thence  up  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include 
four  hundred  acres.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

James  Denley,  representative  of  Solomon  Johnson;  case  commenced  in  page  690. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  oflaw, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  James  Denley's  one  thousand  acre  tract,  claimed  under  Daniel  Ward's 
Spanish  warrant,  and  the  northwest  corner  of  Jordan  Morgan's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  pre-emption;  thence, 
due  south,  with  the  line  of  said  Morgan,  fifty-five  chains;  thence,  due  west,  fifty-two  chains;  and  thence,  due 
north,  fifty-five  chains;  thence,  due  east,  fifty-two  chains,  to  the  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certifi- 
cate be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Cornelius  McCurtin's  case,  commenced  in  page  668. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supportedagreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

John  Callier,  representative  of  Wilford  Hoggatt;  case  commenced  in  page  688. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Thomas  Malorie's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  pre-emption  right;  thence, 
north,  fifty  degrees  east,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  the  same  so  far,  as  to 
make  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  linKs  in  a  straight  line;  thence,  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line 
therefrom,  south,  forty  degrees  east,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  links,  and  thence,  north,  fifty  degrees  east,, to  the 
place  of  beginning,  shall  include  eight  hundred  acres:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor  against  the  adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from 
the  British  Government  of  WestfFlorida  to  William  Wall,  beaiing  date  the  20th  day  of  March,  1778.  And  the 
Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  gianted  to  him  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday  the  3oth  instant. 

Wednesday,  May  30,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

John  McGrew,  Senior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  729. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements 
of  law,  and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  "of  land,  to  be  located  as 
follows,  to  wit:  .■,,■., 

Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  ot  Edward  Lloyd  Wades's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  pre-emption  tract, 
in  the  right  of  John  Baker;  thence,  with  the  line  oti  said  tract,  due  north,  eighty  chains,  to  the  line  of  Edwin  Lewis's 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  pre-emption  tract;  thence,  with  said  line,  to  the  southwest  corner  thereof;  thence,  due 
north,  with  said  Lewis's  line,  and  the  line  of  Peter  Malone,  twenty-eight  chains  in  all;  thence,  west,  thirty-four 
chains;  thence,  south,  one  hundred  and  eight  chains;  thence,  east,  direct  to  the  place  of  beginning:  Provided 
nevertheless.  That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his 
favor  against  the  adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  Wesi  Florida  to  John  Suther- 
land, bearij,<T  date  the  22d  day  of  October,  1779.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  ac- 
cordingly. 

John  Flood  MoGrew's  case,  commenced  in  page  738. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  not  supported,  but  that  the  claimant  may 
be  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  five  hundred  and  six  acres  of  land,  to  be 
located  as  follows,  to  wit:  .  .•    .     ■     ■ 

Beginning  at  a  hickory,  being  the  same  place  mentioned  in  his  plot  returned  to  the  Register  s  Otbce  as  his  beginnmg 
corner;  thence,  south,  sixty-four  degrees  west,  ninety  chains;  thence,  due  north,  seventy-eight  chains;  thence,  north, 
sixty-lour  degrees  east,  fifty-four  chains;  thence,  to  the  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order,  that  a  certificate  be 
granted  to  him  accordingly,  if  requested. 
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John  McGrew,  Junior's,  case,  as  representative  of  Alexander  McGrew;  commenced  in  page  731. 
On  due  consideration,  tiie  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  nut  supported  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments of  law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Constant  McGrew's  case,  commenced  in  page  738. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments of  law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  her  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Daniel  Young's  case,  commenced  in  page  759. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments of  law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  fortha  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Edward  Young's  case,  cotnmenced  in  page  758. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments ot  law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

John  Hines,  representative  of  Frederick  Smith;  case  commenced  in  page  739. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments of  law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid, 

Clark  McGrew's  case,  commenced  in  page  769. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  supported  according  to  the  requirements 
of  law,  and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows 
to  wit : 

Beginning  at  a  black  gum,  near  Tawler  creek,  being  the  same  place  mentioned  in  his  plot  returned  to  the  Register's 
Office  as  his  beginning  corner;  thence,  north,  thirteen  degrees  west,  seventy  chains;  thence,  north,  nine  degrees 
east,  thirty-two  chains;  thence,  north,  fifty-five  degrees  east,  ninety -four  chains;  thence,  south,  forty-six  degrees'east, 
to  Tawler  creek;  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  the  said  creek,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

William  McGrew's  case,  commenced  in  page  772. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  thjit  the  present  claim  is  not  supported,  but  that  the  claimant  may 
be  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres  of  land, 
to  be  located  as  follow,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  a  corner  pine,  on  the  south  side  of  a  branch  of  Tawler  creek;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  east, 
seventy  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  ninety  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees 
west,  seventy  chains  fifty  links;  and  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth 
order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Heirs  of  William  Brewer,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  654. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion-  that  the  present  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments of  law;  and  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  them  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Thomas  Bates's  case,  commenced  page  756. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirement* 
of  law,  and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land,  to  be  located 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Seth  Dean's  pre-emption;  and 
thence,  with  the  said  Dean's  line  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  seventy  chains;  thence,  due  north,  so  far  that  a  line 
due  east  therefrom  to  the  west  margin  ot  the  Tombigbee  river;  and  thence,  down  the  margin  of  the  said  rivei- 
to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  cer- 
tificate be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Hardy  Wootton,  representative  of  William  Hunt;  case  commenced  in  page  709. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  requirements  of  law; 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Richard  Lee's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  donation,  in  the  right  of  Jordan  Mor- 
gan; and  thence,  with  said  Lee's  line  due  south,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  William  H.  Hargrave's  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acre  tract;  and  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  Hargrave  and  Wyche  Watley's  line,  due  west,  to  the  northwest 
corner  of  said  Watley's  one  hundred  and  forty-two  acre  tract;  thence,  due  north,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  due  east, 
and  thence,  due  south  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  contain  six  hundred  and  fifteen  acres.  And  the  Board  doth 
order  th^t  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Heirs  of  James  Copelen;  case  commenced  in  page  722. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements 
of  law,  and  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Three  River  lake,  half  way  between  the  present  dwelling  house  of  MrS. 
Copelen,  and  Wiley  Barker,  on  a  due  east  line;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  lake,  to  the  upper  or  northeast 
corner  of  Figures  Lewis's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  pre-emption;  and  thence,  with  said  Lewis's  line,  due 
■west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  due  north,  and  thence,  due  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

James  Griffin's  case,  commenced  in  page  649. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements 
of  law;  and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit :  .  ^  T        Ti  1  ■     L    1  ■ 

Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  James  Callier's  donation,  in  the  right  of  Jesse  Bryant;  thence,  in  the  line 
of  the  said  tract,  due  north,  to  the  southeast  corner  of  John  Chastang's  four  hundred  and  eighty  acre  tract,.in  the  right 
of  John  Talley;  thence,  due  west,  with  Chastang's  lines,  to  the  southwest  corner  of  his  four  hundred  and  eighty  acre 
tract  in  his  own  right;  thence,  with  the  line  ot'the  said  Chastang,  due  north,  thirty -four  chains;  thence,  due  west, 
thirty-three  chains;  thence,  south,  eighty  chains;  thence,  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order 
that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Noah  K.  HnTsoN,  representative  of  Henry  Nail;  case  commenced  in  page  718. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  oi  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  lollows, 
to  wit: 
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Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  James  Callier's  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-two  acre  tract,  in  the  right  of  Wilford  Hoggatt's  Spanish  warranty  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  so  far 
that  a  due  south  line  therefrom  to  said  Callier's  line,  and  thence,  with  said  Callier's  line,  nortli,  thirty-three  degree* 
east,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres.  And  the  Board  ordered  that  a 
certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Edwin  Lewis,  representative  of  Henry  Nail;  case  commenced  in  page  735. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

James  Powel's  case,  commenced  in  page  706. 

It  appears  to  the  Board  that  the  land  now  claimed  by  the  claimant  is  covered  by  a  grant  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment of  West  Florida  to  Thomas  Bassett,  late  of  this  territory,  deceased.  Therefore,  on  due  consideration, 
the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  and  ,the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by 
him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Joseph  Bates,  Jnuior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  709. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday  the  31st  instant. 

Thursday,  May  31,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Daniel  Johnson,  representative  of  William  Burk;  case  commenced  in  page  719. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  three  hundred  and  twenty  acresof  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tombigbee,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Three  River  lake,  being  the  upper  or  north- 
east corner  of  his  Spanish  warrant  for  eight  hundred  acres;  thence,  in  the  line  of  said  Spanish  warrant,  north,  eighty- 
seven  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  north,  twenty-five  chains,  and  thence,  due  east,  to  the  margin 
of  said  lake,  and  thence,  with  the  margin  of  the  said  lake,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Hiram  Mounger's  case,  commenced  in  page  653. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  north  line  of  John  Brewer's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  donation,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
heirs  of  Charles  Brewer's  pre-emption;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  heirs,  due  north,  thirty-three  chains  seventy-five 
links,  to  their  northeast  corner;  thence,  still  with  the  line  of  said  heirs,  due  west,  sixty  chains,  to  their  northwest 
corner;  thence,  due  north,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  east,  shall  strike  the  southwest  corner  of  James  Denley's 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acre  tract,  claimed  under  a  Spanish  warrant  to  Solomon  Johnson;  and  thence,  still  due  east 
with  said  Denley's  line,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  south,  to  John  Brewer's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  dona- 
tion, and  with  the  line  thereof,  due  west,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  And 
the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  gianted  to  him  accordingly. 

Thomas  Carson,  representative  of  John  J.  Abner;  case  commenced  in  page  661. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  a  stake  at  the  lower  side  of  the  mouth  of  Poll  bayou;  thence,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  ninety- 
one  chains:  thence,  south,  eleven  degrees  east,  seventy  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty-six  degrees  east,  to  the  margin 
of  the  river  Tombigbee;  and  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order 
that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

James  Callier,  representative  of  Bryant  and  Snelgrove;  case  commenced  in  page  651. 

On  due  consideraticm,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  according  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  five  hundred  and  seventy-three  acresof  land,  to  be  located  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Beginning  at  an  elm,  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  being  Stewart's  old  corner,  a  few  chainsbelow 
the  mouth  of  Smith's  cieek;  thence,  due  south,  one'  hundred  and  five  cTiains;  thence,  due  east,  so  far  that  a  due 
north  line  therefrom  to  the  river,  and  up  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  iticlude  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  acres.    And  the  Board  doth  order  thata  certificate  be  granted  to  hiui  accordingly. 

Daniel  Johnston,  representative  of  Daniel  Spillard;  case  commenced  in  page  759. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Howell  Dupree,  representative  of  William  Hillis;  case  commenced  in  page  663. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Edward  Gatland's  pre-emption,  and  thence,  with  said  Gatland's  line,  south, 
seventy  seven  degrees  east,  to  said  Gatland's  northeast  corner,  on  the  margin  of  Mobile  river;  thence,  up  the  margin 
of  said  river,  twenty  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty-five  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning will  include  six  hundred  and  thirteen  acres;  bounded  eastvvardly  by  the  Mobile  river,  and  southwardly  by 
Edward  Gatland's  pre-emption.    And  the  Board  doth  order,  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Joseph  House's  case,  commenced  in  page  676. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  as  aforesaid. 

Sterling  Dupree,  representative  of  Emanuel  Cheney;  case  commenced  in  page  648. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  not  supported,  but  that'the  claimant  may 
be  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Col.  Benjamin  Few's  pre-emption,  thence,  with  the  said  Few's  line;  north, 
fifty-six  degrees  east,  to  said  Few's  beginning  corner,  on  the  margin  of  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  margin  of 
said  river,  thirty  chains;  thence,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  to  the  place  of  beginning  shall  contain  ihree 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  bounded  southwardly  by  Col.  Benjamin  Few's  pre-emption,  eastwardly  on  the  Tombig- 
bee river,  and  northwardly  on  Major  NattChristmas's  pre-emption.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  himaccordingly,  if  required. 
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Ann  Lawrence's  case,  commenced  in  page  721. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements 
of  law,  and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows 
to  wit:  ' 

Beginning  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Jsmes  Callier's  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  acre  tract,  in  the  right  of 
Wilford  Hoggatt's  Spanish  warrant;  thence,  in  the  course  of  said  Callier's  line  north,  thirty-three  degrees  east,  to 
the  southwest  corner  of  Noah  Kenner  Hutson's  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acre  donation:  thence,  with  said 
Hutson's  line,  due  north,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  same  so  far  as  to  make  sixty 
chains,  upon  a  due  west  line;  thence,  due  south,  seventy  chains;  thence,  dne  east,  so  far,  that  a  line  therefrom,  due 
south,  will  strike  the  place  of  beginning.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  her  accordingly. 

George  Brewer  Jun.,  representative  of  James  Watkins;  case  commenced  in  page  659. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supporte<l  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  George  Brewer  Jun.'s  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acre  donation,  on  his  own  right,  at  the  south- 
west corner  thereof;  thence,  with  the  line  of  the  said  tract,  due  east,  fifty  chains  to  the  corner  thereof;  thence  due 
north,  to  the  corner  of  Mrs.  Lawrence's  five  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  tract,' due 
east,  to  a  corner  thereof;  thence,  still  with  the  line  of  said  tract,  due  south,  to  the  corner  thereof;  which  is  also  the 
southwest  corner  of  James  Callier's  tract,  in  the  right  of  Hoggatt:  thence,  due  west,  so  far,  that  a  line  therefrom,  due 
north,  will  strike  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  Brewer's  case,  commenced  in  page  658. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Sanders  Rhea's  pre-emption  right  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  thence, 
with  said  Rhea's  line,  due  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  due  north,  eiglity  chains;  thence,  due  east,  eighty  chains; 
thence,  due  south,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accord- 
ingly. 

WiLEV  Barker,  representative  of  Daniel  Barker;  case  commenced  in  page  657. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law', 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning,  half  way  between  the  present  dwelling  house  of  said  Barker  and  the  present  dwelling  house  of  Mrs. 
Copelen,  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Three  River  lake,  on  a  due  east  line,  and  therrce,  with  the  line  of  the  heirs 
of  James  Copelen,  due  west,  to  the  northwest  corner  of  said  Copelen's  land;  thence,  due  north,  fifty-two  chains; 
thence,  due  east,  to  the  margin  of  the  Three  River  lake,  or  in  case  the  lake  doth  not  so  far  extend,  then  to  a  point 
parallel  therewith;  thence,  to  and  with  the  margin  of  said  lake  to  the  place  of  beginning,  and  to  include  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  within  these  lines,  or  less,  as  the  case  may  be.  And  t(ie  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be 
granted  to  him  accordingly. 

James  Farr's  case,  commenced  in  page- 757. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
Jaw,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  as  aforesaid. 

Peter  Malone,  representative  of  John  Woods;  case  commenced  in  page  701. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  but  that  the  claimant  may  be  en- 
titled, under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be 
located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Edwin  Lewis's  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  pre-emption  tract;  thence,  with 
the  line  of  the  said  tract,  due  east,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains,  to  John  Chastang's  line:  thence,  due  norfli,  four- 
teen chains;  thence,  due  west,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains;  thence,  due  south,  fourteen  chains,  to  the  place  of 
beginning:  Provided,  neverlhefess.  That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  ju- 
dicial decision  in  his  favor,  against  the  adverse  claim  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West 
Florida,  to  Jjhn  Sutherland,  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  October,  1779.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  him  accordingly,  if  requested. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  1st  of  June  next. 

Friday,  June  1,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Richard  Lee,  representative  of  Jordan  Morgan;  case  commenced  in  page  656. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  southwestcorner  of  James  Denley's  one  thousand  acre  tract,  claimed  under  Daniel  Ward's  Span- 
ish warrant,  which  is  also  the  northwest  corner  of  Jordan  Morgan's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  pre-emption,  and 
the  northeast  corner  of  James  Denley's  two  hundred  and  eighty  acre  tract;  and  thence,  with  the  line  of  the  said  last 
mentioned  tract,  due  west,  to  the  northwest  corner  thereof,  and  in  the  same  course  sixty  chains;  thence,  due  north, 
one  hundred  and  six  chains  seventy-five  links;  thence,  due  east,  sixty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  northwest 
corner  of  James  Denley's  one  thousand  acre  tract,  and  in  the  same  course  with  the  line  of  said  tract,  to  the  place  of 
beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Anna  Mounger's  case,  commenced  in  page  660. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  five  hundred  and  four  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  John  Callier's  eight  hundred  acre 
tract,  in  the  right  of  Wilford  Hoggatt;  thence,  with  the  said  Callier's  line,  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  to  his  northwest 
corner;  thence,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  north,  fifty  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  the  river;  and 
thence,  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  five  hundred  and  four  acres.  And  the  Board  doth 
order  tnat  a  certificate  be  granted  to  her  accordingly. 

Heirs  of  Charles  Brewer,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  661. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  but  that  upon  the  evidence  exhibited,  the  claimants  are  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  to  a  right  of 
pre-emption  to  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  north  line  of  John  Brewer's  six  hundied  and  forty  acre  donation,  thirty  chains,  cast,  of  the 
northwest  corner  thereof;  thence,  along  said  line,  due  west,  to  said  corner,  and  in  same  course  sixty  chains;  thence, 
due  north,  thirty-three  chains  and  seventy-five  links;  thence,  due  east,  sixty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  thirty-three 
chains  seventy-five  links,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 
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Julian  de  Castro's  case,  commenced  in  page  772. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claini  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Isaac  Ryan's  case,  commenced  in  page  646. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  I'or  six  hundred  andforty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  tlie  northwest  corner  of  Benjamin  Harrison's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  tract,  claimed  in  the  right 
of  Jacob  Miller;  thence,  with  said  Harrison's  line,  due  east,  one  hundred  and  sixty  chains,  to  his  northeast  corner; 
thence,  due  north,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  west,  one  hundred  and  sixty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  place  of 
beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certiiicate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Edna  Bilbo,  administratrix  of  Matthew  Bilbo,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  720. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  and  one  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Bounded  on  all  sides  by  the  waters'  of  the  Tonibigbee  river,  being  an  island  in  said  river,  about  two  miles 
above  the  bayou,  called  the  Cut-oft".    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  her  accordingly. 

James  Scott,  representative  of  Gabriel  Burrows;  case  commenced  in  page  663. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Hezekiah  Carter's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract,  and  thence,  with  the 
line  of  said  Carter,  due  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  due  north,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  east,  eighty  chains;  thence, 
due  south,  to  the  place  of  beginning.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Benjamin  Harrison,  representative  of  Jacob  Miller;  case  commenced  in  page  712, 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Thomas  Goodwin's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract,  claimed  in  the 
right  of  Hiram  Mounger;  thence,  due  east,  in  the  line  of  said  Goodwin  to  his  northeast  corner,  and  continuing  in  the 
same  course  one  hundred  and  sixty  chains  in  all;  thence,  due  north,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  west,  one  Inindred 
and  sixty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be 
granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Nathan  Blackwell's  case,  commenced  in  page  648. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  Tombigbee  river  on  the  west  side  thereof,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Francis  Boykin's 
Spanish  warrant  in  the  right  of  Adam  Hollinger,  for  eight  hundred  acres;  thence,  in  the  course  of  said  Boykin's  line 
north,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  one  hun(ired  and  sixty-five  chains;  theace,  due  north,  sixteen  chains;  thence,  due 
east,  to  the  margin  of  said  river;  and  with  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  cer- 
tificate be  granted  to  him  accordingly- 

Richard  Barrow's  case,  commenced  in  page  701. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law. 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  a  willow,  standing  near  to  two  hickories,  on  the  west  bank  of  Mobile  river,  being  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  John  Hawkins's  pre-emption;  thence,  pursuing  up  the  margin  of  said  river  so  far  as  to  make  forty  chains,  in  a 
straight  line;  thence,  north,  seventy-seven  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  from  thence,  south,  ten  degrees  west,  to 
Barrow's  creek,  and  a  line  from  the  place  of  beginning  north,  seventy-seven  degrees  west,  till  it  strikes  Barrow's 
creek;  and  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  said  creek,  shall  includesix  hundred  and  forty  acres,  exclusive  of  a  small 
island  in  the  Mobile  river  called  Toney's  island.  And  the  Board  dothorder  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him 
accordingly. 

Ephraim  Barkeu's  case,  commenced  in  page  652. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  supported,  and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  i  pa- 
tent for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  maigin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  upper  side  of  Barker's  cut-oft",  or  the  bayou  which 
leads  from  the  upper  end  of  Three  River  lake  into  the  river;  thence,  with  the  upper  margin  of  said  bayou,  to  the  east- 
ern margin  of  said  lake;  thence,  along  margin  of  said  lake,  and  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Wiley  Barker's  donation; 
thence,  with  the  line  of  said  Wiley,  due  west,  to  the  southeast  corner  of  Sanders  Rhea's  pre-emption;  thence,  with 
said  Rhea's  line  due  noi-th.  to  his  northeast  corner;  thence,  due  east,  so  far  that  a  line  due  south,  therefrom,  to  the 
margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres.    And  the  Board  doth  ortjerthal  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Heirs  of  Godfrey  Helverston;  case  commenced  in  page  701. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mobile  river,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Richard  Barrow's  donation  claiin; 
thence,  north,  seventy-seven  degrees  west,  with  the  line  of  said  Barrow  to  his  north-west  corner;  thence,  north,  ten 
degrees  east,  so  far  that  aline  snuth,  seventy-seven  degrees  east,  to  the  west  shore  of  the  Mobile  river,  shall  include 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  bounded  east,  on  the  west  maigin  of  tlie  Mobile  river;  and  south,  upon  the  land  of  Ri- 
chard Barrovv.  And  the  Board  doth  ordei'  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  (hem  accordingly- 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  2d  day  of  June. 

Saturday,  June  Z,  1804. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Josepii  Chambers- 
Edwaru  Creighton,  representative  of  Isram  Beard;  case  commenced  in  page  771. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law;  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  John  Jacob  Abner;  case  commenced  in  page  763. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
hiw,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid.  . 

Francis  Stringer's  case,  commenced  iu  page  076. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  but  that  the  claimant  may  be  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 
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Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the.  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  John  Dunn's  six  hundred  and  forty 
acre  pre-emption;  thence,  with  said  Dunn's  hne,  due  west,  to  his  northwest  corner;  thence,  due  north  forty-three 
chains  eighty  hnks;  thence,  due  east,  to  the  said  river;  and  thence,  down  the  margin  of  the  same  to  the  place  of 
beginning.    And  the  Jioard  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly,  if  requested. 

George  Robbins,  representative  of  Zadock  Brashear;  case  commenced  in  page  673. 

Thomas  Eldridge  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and.  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that,  in  the  year  1797  an  Indian 
inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question;  for  the  use  and  account  of  Zadock  Brashear;  that  said  Biasliear  sent 
him  clothing  by  him,  the  deponent,  which  he  delivered  him  for  his  services  in  taking  care  of  the  houses  and  planta 
tion  of  Brashear;  that,  in  the  year  1799,  said  Brashear  sent  me  a  letter  requesting  I  would  inform  the  Indian  that  he 
might  quit  the  land,  as  he  had  sold  his  right  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Robbins;  that  this  Indian  lived  with  Brashear 
while  he  resided  on  said  place,  and  continued  to  live  thereon,  from  the  time  Brashear  removed  theretiom  for  ac- 
count of  said  Brashear,  until  die  year  1799;  that,  some  time  after,  he  informed  the  Indian  that  Brashear  had' sold  it- 
that  said  Brashear  was,  in  the  year  1799,  the  head  of  a  family,  and  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  a^e.  ' 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the%equirements  of 
law,  but  that  the  claimant  may  be  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Matthew  Shaw's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  with  the  line 
of  said  tract,  due  east,  to  the'west  margin  of  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  same  so  far  as  to  make  ninety-five 
chains  on  a  due  north  line;  thence,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  south,  shall  strike  the  place  of  begin- 
ning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly,  if  requested.  ° 

George  Brewer,  Junior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  726. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows' 
to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  end  of  Ann  Lawrence's  five  hundred  and 
twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  up  tlie  margin  of  said  river  so  far  as  to  make  fifty  chains  on  a  due  west  line;  thence,  due 
south,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  east,  fifty  chains,  and  thence,  due  north,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  in- 
clude six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Sampson  Mounger's  case,  commenced  in  page  653. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  George  Brewer  Jun.  's  four  hundred  and  ten  acre  tract,  in  the  right  of  James 
Watkins;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  tract  due  east,  eighty-five  chains,  to  his  southeast  corner;  which  is  also 
the  southwest  corner  of  James  Callier's  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  acre  tract;  thence,  due  south,  seventy-six 
chains;  thence,  west,  eighty-five  chains;  thence,  due  north,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order 
that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Bridget  Burke,  administratrix  of  William  Burke,  deceased;  case  commenced  in  page  721. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported,  and  that  the  heirs  of  the  said  William 
Burke,  deceased,  .are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  provided  the  same  shall  be  con- 
tained within  the  following  lines,  viz: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  James  Lowe's  pre-emption,  claimed  by  his  representative  Seth  Dean; 
thence,  with  said  Lowe's  line,  due  east,  to  the  northwest  corner  of  John  Wallace's  pre-emption,  claimed  by  his  re- 
presentative Seth  Dean;  and  thence,  with  the  said  Wallace's  line,  due  east,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee 
river,  near  the  mouth  of  Bilbo's  creek;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  to  the  mouth  or  outlet  of  Rain's  lake: 
thence,  along  the  lower  margin  of  said  lake,  to  the  lower  line  of  Cornelius  Rain's  land;  thence,  with  the  said  Rain's 
line,  south,  seventeen  degrees  east,  to  his  southeast  corner;  thence,  with  his  line,  due  west,  to  the  southeast  corner 
of  Ann  Lawrence's  land;  thence,  with  said  Lawrence's  line  to  her  south-west  corner;  and  thence,  to  the  place  of 
beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Richard  Hawkins's  case,  commenced  in  page  762. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported,  and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a 
patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  Barrow's  lake,  opposite  to  a  large  pine  tree  on  the  bluft",  being  the  northeast  corner  of 
Sirtipson  Whaley's  land;  thence,  pursuing  up  the  margin  of  said  lake,  northwardly,  to  the  mouth  of  Barrow's  creek, 
thence.upsaidcreek,  westward  ly,  so  far  that  a  line  due  south  therefrom,  to  intersect  a  line  from  the  place  of  beginning, 
due  west,  in  the  course  of  said  Whaley's  line,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order 
that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Thomas  Goodwin,  representative  of  Hiram  Mounger;  case  commenced  in  page  714. 

Jordan  Morgan  and  Solomon  Wheat  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  they  knew  that  John  Wheat  inhabited  and 
cultivated  on  the  land  in  question,  before  and  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803;  that  the  said  John  Wheat  or  Thomas 
Goodwin  had  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  same  land  ever  since;  and  that  John  Wheat  was,  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1803,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  but  that  the  claimant  may  be  en- 
titled, under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be 
located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Solomon  Wheat's  two  hundred  acre  tract;  thence,  with  said  Wheat's  line, 
due  west,  fifty  chains^tohis  northwest  corner;  thence,  with  said  Wheat's  line,  due  south,  forty  chains,  to  his  south- 
west corner,  on  the  line  of  James  Scott's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  with  said  Scott's  line,  due 
west,  to  his  northwest  corner,  and  continuing  the  same  course,  in  all  forty-five  chains;  thence,  due  north,  fifty-five 
chains;  thence,  due  east,  ninety-five  chains;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order 
that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly,  if  requested. 

James  Callier,  legal  representative  of  Joseph  Anderson;  case  commenced  in  page  662. 

Adam  Hollinger  and  Jesse  Thomas  were  produced  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Hollinger  de- 
posed, that  he  understood  and  did  believe,  that  William  Walton  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  whereon  Joseph 
Anderson  formerly  lived  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803;  and  also  understood  and  believed,  that  this  cultivation  was 
made  by  said  Walton  under  a  purchase  from  said  Anderson. 

The  said  Thomas  deposed,  that  William  Walton  inhabited  on  the  land  in  question,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803;  and 
made  a  crop  thereon  the  ensuing  season;  that,  in  the  month  of  January,  1803,  as  well'as  he,  Thomas,  recollected,  the  said 
Anderson  removed  with  his  family  to  Mobile,  and  resided,  as  the  witness  understood,  at  or  near  Mobile,  until  the 
month  of  December,  1803;  when  he  returned  with  his  family  to  this  country,  and  after  a  few  weeks  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  the  Mississippi  country;  that  he  sold  his  improvement,  with  all  its  advantages,  to  Seth  Dean,  and  that 
James  Callier  became  bound  to  him,  Thomas,  for  the  payment  of  the  consideration  which  Dean  was  to  make  to  him 
for  his  said  improvements:  and.  from  this  circumstance,  I  considered  my  improvemnets  vested  in  Callier. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  4th  instant. 
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Monday,  June  4,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Epiiraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Edward  Creighton,  representative  of  Benjamin  King;  case  commenced  in  page  699. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  'is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to 
one  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Natt  Christinas's  pre-emption; 
thence,  up  the  margin  of  the  river  ten  chains;  thence,  north,  fifty  degrees  east,  so  far,  that  a  straight  line  to  the 
northwest  corner  ot  said  Christmas's  pre-emption,  and  thence,  with  said  Christmas's  line,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  include  one  hundred  acres,  bounded  southwardly  on  said  Christmas,  and  eastwardly  on  the  river  Tombigbee. 
And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

James  Bilbo's  case,  commenced  in  page  758. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  ,and  the  same  is  accordingly  dis- 
allowed. 

Sanders  Rea's  case,  commenced  in  page  723. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claimant  is  entitlAl  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Wiley  Barker's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  donation;  thence,  due  north, 
thirty-one  chains  and  seventy-five  links;  thence,  due  east,  fifty-five  chains;  thence,  due  south,  to  said  Barker's  line; 
thence,  with  the  said  line,  due  west,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  including  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  And  tlie 
Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Adam  Scott's  case,  commenced  in  page  768. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to 
one  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  Barrow's  lake,  a  little  north  of  the  burying  ground  of  Fort  Stoddert,  at  a  holly,  being 
one  of  the  corners  referred  to  in  the  plot  which  the  claimant  returned  to  the|Register;  thence,  along  the  margin  of  the 
said  lake,  northwardly,  thirteen  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  water  oak  near  Welch's  landing,  being  the  first  corner 
referred  to  in  the  claimant's  plot;  thence,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  due  south  line  from  the  extreme  point  of  this  line  to 
the  extreme  point  of  a  line  due  west  from  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  acres.  And  the  Board 
doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Richard  S.  Bryan  and  George  Brewer,  Senior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  711. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claimants  are  entitled  to  right  of  pre-emption  to 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  corner  cherry  tree  on  Fulsom's  creek,  being  the  place  of  beginning  described  in  the  plot  of  the 
claimants  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  sixty-five  chains;  thence,  south, 
twenty  degrees  east,  forty-nine  chains;  thence,  north,  seventy  degrees  east,  sixty-five  chains;  thence,  north,  twenty 
degrees  west,  forty -nine  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted 
to  them  accordingly. 

Edward  Gatland's  case,  commenced  in  page  764. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz. 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Edmund  Smith's  pre-emption;  thence,  along  said  Smith's  line,  south, 
seventy-seven  degrees  east,  to  his  northeast  corner;  thence,  along  the  line  of  said  Smith,  south,  nine  degrees  east, 
to  a  live  oak,  being  said  SmiUi's  southeast  corner;  thence,  along  the  line  of  Godfrey  Helverston's  heirs,  south, 
seventy-seven  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  Mobile  river;  thence,  up  the  west  margin  of  said  river,  forty -nine 
chains;  thence,  north,  seventy-seven  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  south,  ten  degrees  west,  will  strike 
the  place  of  beginning:  bounded  eastwardly,  by  the  Mobile  river,  southwardly,  by  Godfrey  Helverston's  heirs  and 
Edmund  Smith's  pre-emption,  and,  northwardly,  by  Howell  Dupree's  donation.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a 
certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Figures  Lewis's  case,  commenced  in  page  659. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  Three  River  lake,  three  chains  above  the  present  dwelling-house  of  said  Lewis; 
thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  lake,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Daniel  Johnson's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre 
donation,  in  the  right  of  William  Burke;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  Johnson,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  there- 
from, due  north,  and  thence,  due  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Adam  Hollinger's  case,  commenced  in  page  763. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Poll  bayou,  on  the  lower  side  thereof,  which  is  also  the  beginning  corner  of  Thomas 
Carson's  donation;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  Tombigbee  river,  sixty  chains;  thence,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west, 
one  hundred  and  six  chains;  thence,  due  south,  so  far  that  a  straight  line  therefrom  to  the  northwest  corner  of 
Thomas  Carson's  donation,  and  thence,  with  said  Carson's  line,  north,  eighty-six  degrees  east,  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him 
accordingly. 

Joseph  Westmoreland,  representative  of  Lewis  Crane;  case  commenced  in  page  770. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner, of  Ransom  Harwell's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  pre-emption  tract;  thence, 
with  the  line  of  said  tract,  due  east,  thirty-four  chains,  to  the  line  of  William  Murrell's  tract;  thence,  with  the  said 
Murrell's  line,  due  north,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  the  same,  twenty- 
three  chains;  thence,  due  west,  twenty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  place  of  beginning:  Provided,  nevertheless. 
That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  betore  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor  against  the 
adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grajit  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  Robert  Farmar,  of  one  thou- 
sand acres,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  August,  1778.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to 
him  accordingly. 

JosiAH  Skinner's  case,  commenced  in  page  660. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  and  the  same  is  accordingly 
rejected. 
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Edwin  Lewis's  case,  commenced  in  page  700. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  pre-emption  tract,  in 
the  right  of  John  Baker;  thence,  due  east,  eighty  chains,  in  the  line  of  said  tract,  to  John  Chastang's  line;  thence, 
with  said  line,  fourteen  chains;  thence,  due  west,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains;  thence,  due  south,  fourteen  chains; 
thence,  due  east,  to  the  beginning:  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor  against  the  adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British 
Government  of  West  Florida  to  John  Sutherland,  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  October,  1779.  And  the  Board  doth 
order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

James  Huckaby's  case,  commenced  in  page  715. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  right  for  four  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Elisha  Simmon's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  pre-emptiim  tract;  thence,  in 
the  line  of  said  tract,  due  north,  to  a  corner  of  Ransom  Harwell's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  due 
west,  to  the  southwest  corner  of  said  tract;  thence,  due  south,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  due  east  shall  strike  the 
place  of  beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

William  Williams's  case,  commenced  in  page  715. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  George  Robbins's  six  hundred  and 
forty  acre  tract;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  the  said  river,  so  far  as  to  make  thirty-three  chains  on  a  due  north  line; 
thence,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  due  south  line  therefrom,  thirty -three  chains,  and  thence,  due  east,  to  the  place  of 
beginning,  shall  include  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to 
him  accordingly. 

Wyche  Watley's  case,  commenced  in  page  657. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Richard  Brashear's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  pre-emption  in  the  right  of 
Patrick  Brewer,  on  the  line  of  William  H.  Hargrave's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  with  said  Bra- 
shear's  line,  due  west,  seventy -one  chains,  to  his  northwest  corner;  thence,  due  north,  twenty  chains;  thence,  due 
east,  seventy-one  chains;  and  thence,  due  south,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certi- 
ficate be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Ransom  Harwell's  case,  commenced  in  page  705. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hun 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  southeast  corner  of  William  Murrell's  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  pre-emption  tract;  thence, 
with  the  line  of  said  tract,  due  north,  fifty  chains;  thence,  due  west,  thirty-four  chains;  tiience,  due  south,  seventy- 
nine  chains;  thence,  due  east,  fifty-four  chains,  to  the  line  of  Elisha  Simmons;  thence,  with  said  line,  due  north,  to 
William  Murrell's  southeast  corner;  thence,  with  the  said  Murrell's  line,  to  the  place  of  beginning:  Provided,  ne- 
vertheless. That  the  said  claimaiit  jirst  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  in  his  favor,  against  the  ad- 
rerse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  Robert  Farraar,  bearing  date  the 
€th  day  of  August,  1778.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

James  Morgan,  representative  of  John  Burney;  case  commenced  in  page  647. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  lightwood  stake,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot  returned  in  the  office 
of  the  Register;  thence,  north,  sixteen  and  a  half  degrees  east,  forty-seven  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  seventy- 
three  and  a  half  degrees  west,  sixty-seven  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  south,  sixteen  and  a  half  degrees  west,  forty- 
seven  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  direct  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be 
granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Edwin  Lewis,  representative  of  McCoIe  and  McClendon;  case  commenced  in  page  708. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Edwin  Lewis's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract,  in  the  right  of  Wil- 
liam Green;  thence,  due  north,  thirty-two  chains;  thence,  due  east,  fifty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  thirty-two 
chains;  thence,  direct  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  ac- 
cordingly. 

Edwin  Lewis,  representative  of  William  Green;  case  commenced  in  page  711. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Bryan  and  Brewer's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  in  the 
line  of  said  tract,  north,  twenty  degrees  west,  forty-nine  chains,  to  the  northeast  corner  thereof;  thence,  due  north, 
twenty-five  chains;  thence,  due  east,  fifty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  seventy-one  chains;  thence,  direct  to  the  place 
of  beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

MiCAJAH  Wall's  case,  commenced  in  page  656. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  James  Morgan's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  pre-emptioti  tract,  in  the 
right  of  John  Burney;  thence,  north,  seventy- three  and  a  half  degrees  west,  sixty-seven  chains  fifty  links;  thence, 
north,  sixteen  and  a  half  degrees  east,  forty-seven  chains  fifty  Imks;  thence,  south,  seventy-three  and  a  half  de- 
"rees  east,  sixty-seven  chains  fifty-links;  thence,  direct  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a 
certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Rawlet  Green's  case,  commenced  in  page  733. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Joseph  Westmoreland's  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acre  tract;  thence, 
with  tlie  line  of  said  tract,  due  east,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  said  river  Tombigbee;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  the 
river,  twenty-two  chains;  thence,  due  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  fifty-three  chains;  thence,  due  east. 
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to  Westmoreland's  line;  antl  thence,  with  said  line,  to  the  place  of  beginning:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  said 
claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor  against  the  adverse 
claim  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  Robert  Farmar  of  one  thousand  acres,  bear- 
ing date  the  6th  day  of  August,  1778.      And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Benjamin  Few's  case,  commenced  in  page  761. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  a  place  a  few  paces  north  of  a  deep  gully  or  ravine  near 
to  a  house  now  occupied  by  Lemuel  Henry,  and  being  a  stake  corner,  formerly  agreed  upon  by  Sterling  Dupree  and 
Colonel  Benjamin  Few;  thence,  south,  fifty-six  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  south,  sixty-five  degrees 
east,  will  strike  the  northwest  cornei' of  Howell  Uupree's  donation;  thence,  in  the  course  of  said  Dupree's  line, 
south,  sixty-five  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  line  thereirom  due  north,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee,  and  up 
the  margin  of  said  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth 
order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Young  Gains,  representative  of  Dominique  de  Olive;  case  commenced  in  page  680. 

Augustin  Rochon  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  had  frequently  seen 
Dominique  de  Olive  laboring  and  attending  to  his  crop  and  negroes,  on  the  land  now  claimed  by  Young  Gains,  as 
his  representative. 

Question.  About  what  time  did  you  see  him  on  this  plantation  last? 

Answer.  About  nine  or  ten  years  past. 

That  on  this  plantation  there  was  a  good  store  house  and  negro  houses;  that  said  Olive  lived  in  the  store  house 
at  such  times  as  he  resided  on  the  plantation;  that  there  was  a  large  field,  containing  in  or  about  thirty  or  forty  acres 
cleared  and  cultivated. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Georgk  Brewer,  Jun.  representative  of  Valentine  Dubroca;  case  commenced  in  page  684. 

Augustin  Rochon  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  saw  the  son  of  Dubroca 
resided  on  the  land  in  question,  and  overlooked  the  negroes  of  his  father  then  working  on  this  land;  that  this  culti- 
vation took  place  in  the  year  1795;  that  young  Dubroca  resided  in  the  territory  at  that  time,  being  an  interpreter  of 
the  Indian  language  at  Fort  St.  Stephen's. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callier,  representative  of  Isabella  Trouillet;  case  commenced  in  page  714. 

Alphaes  Sayre  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed,  that 
he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  from  the  year  1800  to  the  year  1804,  Joseph  Campbell  and  Isabella  Trou- 
illet, his  wife,  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  land  now  in  question;  that  the  extent  of  the  cultivation  was  a  garden, 
turnip  field,  and  such  like  domestic  cultivation;  that  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  said  Campbell  was  from  home, 
and  on  business  at  or  near  New  Orleans,  but  his  family  was  then  resident  on  said  land;  that  Mr.  Campbell  and 
himself  found  them  there  on  their  return  from  New  Orleans;  that  he  had  always  understood,  that  Campbell  left 
some  property  in  his  house  on  this  land,  and  in  the  care  of  Alexis  Trouillet,  in  order  that  he  might  have  a  home 
whenever  he  came  there  on  business. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  B.  Trennier's  case,  No.  186  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  19?  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  and  nine-tenths  of  an  acre,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of 
survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  third  day  qf  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  west  channel  of  the  iMobile 
river,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  John  Chastang's  corner,  running  thence,  east,  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  chains  fifty-six  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  nine  degrees  west,  seventy-nine  chains;  thence,  west,  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  chains  fifty-six  links  to  a  red  oak,  on  the  bank  of  the  said  river;  thence  up  the  meanders  of  the 
river  to  the  beginning;  containing  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  and  nine-tenths  of  an  acre  having  such  shape, 
form,  and  marks  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Nicholas  Weeks,  attorney,  for  said  John 
Baptist  Trennier,  in  and  by  virtue  of  Spanish  vvarrant  of  survey;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer, 
as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

NICHOLAS  WEEKS, 

March,  1804.  Jittorney  for  John  B.  Trennier. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  3d  March,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.    Chain  bearers,  James  Callier,  Hartwell  Hardaway. 

Mobile,  September  20,  1793. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Intendant  General: 

John  Baptist  Trennier,  for  him,  and  in  his  name,  as  lawful  attorney  for  him,  Simon  Andrey,  both  inhabitants 
of  this  place,  with  the  greatest  respect  represents,  and  lays  before  your  excellency,  and  says,  that  there  is  a  tract 
of  land  vacant,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  containing  twenty-hve  acres  front,  bounded  on  the 
north  side  by  a  creek  called  Hardrick,  and  on  the  south  side  by  land  the  property  of  the  petitioner;  and  as  there 
never  appeared  any  proprietor  until  now,  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  Jiim  the  above  tract  of  jand,  it  being 
vacant;  and  he  being  necessitated  for  such  a  tract  of  land,  alter  his  retire  from  the  service  as  interpreter  at 
Natchez,  and  that  he  may  have  some  place  of  his  own  to  retire  to,  and  having  slaves  in  number  sufficient  to  culti- 
vate the  same,  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  with  papers  of  titles  necessary  which  may 
correspond  with  the  grant,  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

SIMON  ANDRY. 

Mobile,  October  11,  1793. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Intendant  General: 

The  person  who  petitions,  in  the  name  of  John  Baptist  Trennier,  is  duly  authorized  and  empowered  as  his  lawful 
attorney,  who  has  charge  of  all  his  properly  ever  since  he  was  named  interpreter  for  the  Walnut  Hills.  I  next  was 
informed,  by  some  of  the  oldest  inhabitants,  that  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  and  that  he  has 
slaves  sufficient  to  cultivate  the  same.    Your  excellency  may  dispose  as  it  may  seem  best. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
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New  Orleans,  October  14,  1793. 
The  surveyor  general,  or  anj'  individual  named  by  him  for  Ihat  business,  shall  establish  that  part  of  twenty -live 
acres  front  which  the  petitioner  solicits,  with  forty  in  the  profouiider  back  as  customary,  not  causing  prejudice  to 
neighbors,  will)  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regularly  in  tiie  peremptory  space  of  one 
year;  and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated, 
this  grant  to  remani  null,  under  which  supposition  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  trr.ct. 
and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  parly  with  titles  in  form. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

Don  Pedro  Olivier,  Captain  in  the  Louisiana  regiment  of  infantry,  and  Commandant,  civil  and  military,  of  Mo- 
bile and  its  jurisdiction,  cei'tifieih,  that  the  above  concession  of  land  is  copied  here  exact  from  the  original 'in  these 
archives  under  my  charge,  for  which  I  sign  these  presents,  at  Mobile,  this  thirty-first  day  of  October,^ne  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

PEDRO  OLIVIER. 

The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  orgina],  by  me, 

T       1  ,   1  r       *.     «      •  1  .  JOAQN.  DE  OSORNO.      , 

Iranslated  from  the  Spanish  grant, 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish 
grant,  or  writing  hereunto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  the  20th,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  2,  page  15,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?cg-;s/fr. 

Simon  Andrey  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  was  agent  for  John  Baptist 
Trennier,  and  did,  with  his  negroes,  cultivate  the  land  in  question,  on  the  27th  day  of  October.  1795;  that  said 
Trennier  did  at  that  time  reside  at,  or  near,  the  town  of  Natchez,  and  within  the  Mississippi  territory,  and  that  he 
was,  in  the  month  of  October,  1793,  more  than  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Simon  Andrey's  case^No.  187  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  193  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  forty-nine  acres  and  nine-tenths  of  an  acre,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first 
section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  Alarch,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  east  of  the  Mobile  river,  butting  and  bounding  as 
follows,  viz:  beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  running  south,  fifty-five  degrees,  east,  four  chains 
seventy-four  links,  to  a  stake  on  Charlotte  Heraul's  line;  thence,  south,  fifty  degrees  east,  seven  chains  fifty  links; 
thence,  south,  fifty-two  degrees  east,  six  chains;  thence,  south,  fifty-four  degrees  east,  seven  chains  fifty  links; 
thence,  south,  forty-four  degrees  east,  nine  chains;  thence,  south,  eighty  degrees  east,  thiiteen  chains  fifty  links; 
thence,  south,  eighty-nine  degrees  east,  twenty  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  sixty-eight  degrees  east,  thi-ee 
chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  sixty-three  degrees  east,  seven  chains  twenty  links;  thence,  north,  forty-two  de- 
grees east,  ten  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  five  chains;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees 
east,  five  chains;  thence,  north,  one  degree  west,  five  chains;  thence,  north,  eight  degrees  west,  one  chain;  thence, 
south,  eight  degrees  east,  lour  chains  seventy-four  links,  to  a  stake  on  the  river;  thence,  down  the  meanders,  to 
the  beginning  corner,  bounded  southwardly  by  Charlotte  Heraul's  land:  is  claimed  by  Simon  Andrey,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  granted  to  the  said  Simon  Andrey,  as  may  appear  by  the  original 
grant  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  be  established"  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.     To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  tiled. 

.     ,  CHASTANG,  Jux. 

Meting  for  Simon  Andrev. 
Fort  Stoddert,  March  21,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  by  James  Gordon.     Chain  bearers,  Joseph  Campbell  and  Gabriel  Tissrah. 

Mobile,  January  18,  179b, 
Seignior  Governor  and  Intexdant  General: 

Simon  Andrey,  inhabitant  of  this  district,  with  the  greatest  respect,  represents  to  your  excellency  and  says,  that 
the  land  whereon  he  now  lives,  and  for  which  he  has  a  grant,  is  of  no  further  use  to  him  than  for  building  his  houses 
and  keeping  his  stuck  or  cow-pen;  the  land  being  very  poor,  and  not  fit  for  cultivation,  he  begs  your  excellency  to 
grant  him  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  opposite  the  place  whereon  his  house  now  stands,  which. land  is 
suitable  for  cultivation;  but  there  not  being  more  than  one  and  a  half  acres  back  from  the  river  that  is  tillable  land, 
after  which  it  is  a  low,  boggy,  over-flowing  land  not  to  be  inhabited,  and  in  consequence  of  the  narrow  limits  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  not  lit  for  cultivation;  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  hiln  thirty-two  acres  front  on  the  river, 
as  above  mentioned  in  this  petition,  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

SIMON  ANDREY. 
Seignior  Governor  General  of  this  Province,  &c. 

I  have  been  informed  by  several  inhabitants  of  this  river,  who  confirm  the  above  lands  petitioned  for  to  be 
vacant  lands,  and  that  the  back  part  being  inhabitable,  is,  as  it  is  represented;  but  the  front  on  the  river  being  good 
tillable  land,  he  having  slaves  in  number  sufficient  to  maintain  and  cultivate  the  same,  he  begs  your  excellency  in 
favoring  his  petition,  for  which  he  will  for  ever  pray. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 

Mobile,  Jamiary  19,  1793. 

New  Orleans,  February  2, 1793. 
The  commandant  of  Mobile  shall  establish  that  part  of  thirty-two  acres  of  land  front,  on  the  river,  as  mentioned 
in  the  petition,  with  its  back  or  profbunder  of  one  and  a  half  acres,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  above  memorial,  as  it 
proves  to  be  vacant  land,  without  causing  any  detriment  whatever,  with  these  conditions  precisely,  of  clearing  roads 
and  making  lawful  improvements  within  the  term  of  one  year;  but  should  it  be  neglected  lor  the  term  of  three 
years,  the  same  land  shall  again  become  vacant;  and,  during  the  above  term  of  three  years,  the  petitioner  shall  not 
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convey,  bargain,  or  sell  any  part  of  the  above  lands,  or  cause  it  to  be  done,  but  shall  give  information  of  his  fulfilling 
the  above  obligation  within  said  term  of  time,  that  it  may  correspond  with  the  titles  given  in  regular  form. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  which  I  certify  in  Mobile. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
Translated  from  a  copy  of  the  original  in  Mobile. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  2,  page  15,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Eegister. 

Augustin  Rochon  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  Simon  Andrey  did  cultivate 
the  land  in  question  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  and  that  said  Andrey,  was,  in  the  month  of  February,  1793,  more 
than  twenty- five  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant. 

Tuesdat,  June  5, 1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Natt  Christmas's  case,  commenced  in  page  765. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  two 
hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Sterling  Dupree's 
pre-emption  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river  twenty-five  chains; 
thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  straight  line  therefrom  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Sterling  Dupree's 
pre-emption;  and  thence,  with  said  Dupree's  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  two  hundred  and  seventy 
acres,  bounded  southwardly  by  said  Dupree,  and  eastwardly  on  the  river  Tombigbee.  And  the  Board  doth  order 
that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Simpson  Whaley's  case,  commenced  in  page  737. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  Barrow's  lake,  at  a  water  oak,  near 
Welch's  landing,  being  the  northeast  corner  of  Adam  Scott's  claim;  thence,  northwardly,  along  the  margin  of  said 
lake,  opposite  to  a  large  pine  tree  on  the  bluff,  which  was  the  corner  designated  in  the  plot  of  the  claimant,  as 
returned  to  the  Register;  and  thence,  due  west,  to  and  from  said  tree,  so  far  that  a  line  due  south  to  the  extreme 
point  of  this  line,  to  the  extreme  point  of  a  line  due  west  from  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred 
acres,  bounded  south  on  Adam  Scott's  line.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  ac- 
cordingly. 

Elisha  Simmons's  case,  commenced  in  page  650. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  i^of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the 
upper  side  of  the  mouth  of  Salt  creek;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  so  far  as  to  make  thirty-eight  chains  on 
a  due  west  line;  thence,  due  south,  so  far  that  due  east  therefrom  thirty-eight  chains;  and  thence  due  north  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  the  said  claimant  first 
obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor  against  the  adverse  claim,  by  virtue 
of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  Robert  Farmar,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  August, 
1778.  Also  against  the  adverse  claim  by  virtue  of  a  like  grant  to  Abraham  Little,  bearing  date  the  16th  day  ftf 
February,  1778.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  Jesse  Thomas;  case  commenced  in  page  766. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Augustin  Rochon's 
British  grant;  thence,  with  the  said  Rochon's  line,  north,  twenty-one  degrees  east,  to  the  south  line  of  James  Cal- 
lier's  pre-emptio»;  thence,  with  said  Callier's  line,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  vyest,  to  said  Callier's  southwest  cor- 
ner; thence,  south,  eleven  degrees  east,  twenty-seven  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty-six  degrees  east,  to  the  place  of 
beginning.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Seth  Dean's  case,  commenced  in  page  763. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  Adam  Hollinger's  pre-emption,  and  thence  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  t\venty-five  chains; 
thence,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  chains;  thence,  due  south,  so  far,  that  a  straight 
line  therefrom  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Adam  Hollinger's  pre-emption,  and  thence,  with  said  Hollinger's  line, 
north,  eighty-six  degrees  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  And  the 
Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  James  Lowe;  case  commenced  in  page  766. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  riglit  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  pre-emption  right 
allowed  to  the  representative  of  John  Wallis;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  Wallis's  pre-emption,  due  south,  to  the 
southwest  corner  thereof;  and  thence,  with  the  same  line,  due  east,  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Thomas  Bates's  do- 
nation; and  thence,  with  said  Bates's  line,  due  south,  fifty  chains;  and  thence,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom 
due  north,  and  thence  due  east  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  And  the 
Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Seth  Dean,  representative  of  John  Wallace;  case  commenced  in  page  766. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  beginning  on  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  three 
chains  above  the  mouth  of  Bilbo's  creek;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  river  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Thomas 
Bates's  donation;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  Bates  due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  due  north,  and  thence 
due  east  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a 
certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 
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John  Pickering's  case,  commenced  in  page  71 1. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  wild  plum  tree  in  a  prairie,  being  the  place  described  in  his  plot  returned  to  the  Register's  Office, 
as  his  beginning  corner;  thence,  west,  sixty  chains;  thenge,  south,  twenty  degrees,  west,  fifty  chains;  thence  .east' 
sixty  chains;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  fifty  ohaifls,'to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order 
that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly.  '  ,  . 

Tandy  Walker  and  John  Walker's  case,  commenced  in  page  732. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three 
hundred' and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  pine  corner,  described  in  the  plot  returned  by  the  claimants  to  the  Register's  Office;  thence,  east 
twenty-five  chains,  fifty  links,  crossing  Laura's  creek  at  thirteen  chains;  thence,  north,  fifty  degrees  east,' forty 
chains;  thence,  north,  fifty-seven  degrees  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees  west,  sixty-nine  chains; 
thence,  south,  sixty-three  degrees  east,  forty-si.\  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  the 
said  clainunts  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  their  favor  against  the 
adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  Robert  Farmar,  bearing  date  Ihe 
6th  of  August,  177S.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  ceitificate  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Patrick  Donnelly's  case,  commenced  in  page  707. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this' claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:        ' 

Beginning  on.tlie  north  side  of  Little  Bassett's  creek,  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  tract,  so  far  from  the  present   ' 
dwelling  house  of  the  claimant,  as  to  leave  the  same  in  the  centre  of  said  tract;  thence,  due  east,  fifty-six  chains 
seventy  links;  thence,  due  south,  fifty-six  chains,  seventy  links;  thence,  due  west,  fifty-six  chains,  seventy  links; 
thence,  due  north,  to  the  place  of  beginning.    And  the  Board  dotii  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accord- 
ingly. ■        •  .  ■         ■ 

William  !Murrell's  case,  commenced  in  page  705. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred atid  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  ais  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Elisha  Simmons's  six  hundred  and 
forty  acre  pre-emption  tract;  thence,  i^)  the  margin  of  said  river  so  far  as  to  make  twenty  chains  on  a  due  west  line; 
thence,  due  south,  so  far,  that  a  due  east  line  therefrom  to  the  line  of  said  Simmons's  tract,  and  thence,  with  said 
line  due  north,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  arid  sixty  acres:  Provided,  nevertheless,  That 
the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial  decision  in  his  favor,  against  the 
adverse  claim,  by  virtueof  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  Robert  Farmar,  bearing  date 
the  6th  day  of  August,  177S.  Also  against  the  adverse  claim  by  virtue  of  a  like  grant  to  Abraham  Little,  bearing  date 
the  16th  day  of  February,  1778.    And  the  Board  doth  order,  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Isaac  STXNLtY's  case,  commenced  in  page  733.      .;,•..■. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  .  , 

Beginning  at  a  hickory  corner,  being  the  place  described  as  the  beginning  in  the  plot  of  the  claimant  returned  to 
the  Register's  Office;  thence,  north,  ten  degrees  east,  twenty-five  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty  degrees  west,  forty 
chains;  thence,  south,  ten  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains;  thence,  direct  tothe  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board 
doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly.  ;  - 

Zachariah  Landrum's  case,  commenced  in  page  733. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  a  red  oak,  being  the  same  described  in  tlie  plot  returned  to  the  Register's  Office,  as  his  beginning 
coiner;  thence,  north,  seventeen  degrees  west,  twenty-eight  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  seventy-three  degrees 
east,  forty  chains;  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  east,  twenty-eight  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  direct  to  the  place 
of  beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Joseph  Wilson,  representative  of  Joseph  Dunbar;  case  commenced  in  page  707. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  J     I  . 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  west  side  thereof,  half  way  between  the  claimant's  house 
and  the  house  of  John  Kennedy,  which  is  also  iaid  Kennedy's  beginning  corner;  thence,  east,  fifteen  chains,  with 
said  Kennedy's  line;  thence,  with  said  Kennedy's  due  south,  to  the  southeast  corner  of  said  Kennedy's  pre-emp- 
tion; thence,  due  east,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  due  north,  to  the  margin  of  said  river,  and  thence,  with  the  same, 
•pursuing;  the  meanders  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  And  the  Board 
doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Matthew  Shaw's  case,  commenced  in  page  651. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  thrae^ 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  William  Rogers's  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  so  far  as  to  make  thirty-three  chains  on  a  due  north  line; 
theflce,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therelrom,  due  south,  shall  strike  the  northwest  corner  of  said  Rogers's  tract; 
and  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  tract,  due  east,  to  the  pla^e  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  cer- 
tificate be  granted  to  him  accordingly.     •      ,  ..        •      . 

Solomon  Boykin,  representative  of  Elizabeth  Reed;  case.cOmraenced  in  page  720. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pne-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:         •  •  ' 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Isaac  Ryan's  sixhundred  and  forty  acre  donation  tract;  and  thence,  with 
said  Ryan's  line,  due  west,  to  his  northwest  corner;  and  thence,  due  north,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  east,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  chains;  and  thence,  due  south,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certifi- 
cate be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Robert  Sorrel,  Senior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  706. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  locateil  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  north  side  of  Little  Bassett's  creek,  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  tract,  so  far  from  the  present 
dwelling  house  of  the  claimant,  as  to  leave  the  same  in  the  centre  of  said  tract;  thence,  due  east,  fifty-six  chains  seventy 
links;  thence,  due  south,  fifty-six  chains  seventy  links;  thence,  due  west,  fifty  six  chains  seventy  links;  thence,  due 
north,  to  the  place  of  beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 
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Priscilla  Miles's  case,  commenced  in  page  771. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  ofland,  to  be  located  as  Collows: 

Beginnina  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  tract,  so  far  from  the  present  dwelling  house  of  the  claimant,  as  to  leave 
ihc  same  in  The  centre  of  said  tract;  thence,  due  east,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  soulh,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  west, 
forty  chains;  thence,  due  north,  forty  chains,  to  thepfacc  of  beginning.  '  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  her  accordingly.  • 

Thomas  !Malone's  case,  commenced  in  page  722. 
■     On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acrefe  ofland,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  upper  corner  of  Franns  Stringer'ssi.x.  hundred  and 
forty  acre  pre-emption, right;  thence,  with  said  Stringer's  line,  due  west,  to  his  northwest  corner;  thence,  due  north, 
forty  chains;  thence,  due  east,  to  the  river:  and  thence,  down  the  margin  of  the  same,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly..  . 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  June  the  6th, 

,       .    ,  Wednesday,  Jiore  6,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.'    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

William  Rogers's  case,  commenced  in  page  650. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimanf  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  , 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Raleigh  Green's  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  9ai<l  river,  so  far,  as  to  make  thirty-six  chains  on  a  due  north  line;  thence, 
due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  south,  shall  strike  the  northwest  corner  of  said  Green's  tract;  and  thence, 
with  said  Green's  line  due  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  dotli  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted 
to  him  accordingly,  ^  ' 

John  Canneda's  case,  commenced  in  page  710. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  ofnpinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  ofland,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  west  side  thereof,  at  a  place  half  way  between  the  said 
claimant's  dwelling  house,  and  thehouse  of  Joseph  Wilson;  thence,  due  east,*fifteen  chains;  thence,  duesouth,  so  far 
that  a  line  due  west  therefrom,  to  the  lower  line  of  James  Denley's  four  hundred  acre  tract,  and  thence,  with  said 
line  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  the  river,  and  thence,  down  the  margin  of  the  same,  with  the  mean- 
ders thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that 
.1  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Wilson  Carman's  case,  cpmnienced  in  page  7.S6. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mobile  river,  near  the  house  where  Alexis  Trouillet  now  lives,  at  the  place  es- 
tablished for  the  upper  corner  of  land  allowed  to  James  Callier;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  to  a  place  below 
Fort  Stoddert,  near  said  Carman's  landing,  and  also  near  where  the  present  fence  of  said  Carman  strikes  the  river, 
and, due  east  from  a  large  oak  tree  near  the  river  bank;  thence,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  due  south  line  from  the  ex- 
treme point  of  this  line  to  the  extreme  point  of  a  due  west  line,  from  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres;  which  shall  be  bounded  south  on  the  north  line  of  James  Callier's  land.  And  the  Board  doth 
order  that  q,  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  Denle\'s  case,  commen<;ed  in  page  778.  . 

On  due  consideration,  the  Bo'ard  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred.and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  the  l\mbigbee  river,  on  the  west  side  thereof,  at  the  uppe^r  corner  of  George  Dick- 
ey's one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  pre-et»iption;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  Dickey,  due  north,  to  his  northeast  cor- 
ner; thence,  due  east,  thirteen  chains  seventy-five  links;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  margin  of  said  river,  and  thence, 
down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning;  to  include  the  number  of  acres  above  mentioned.  And  the  Board  dotli 
order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him' accordingly.   , 

Thomas  Sullivant,  Junior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  723. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  •        , 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  upper  side  of  the  mouth  of  Three  River  lake,  at  a 
hickory,  being  the  lower  corner  of  a  Spanish  warrant,  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  Owen  Sullivant,  deceased;  thence, 
with  the  waters  of  the  upper  branch  of  said  lake,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  saidSullivant's  land;  thence,  north,  sixty- 
fotjr  degrees  west,  seventy-six  chains,  in  the  line  of  said  SuUivant's  land,  to  a  cornerstake;  thence,  in  said  line,  soiith, 
thirty-eight  degrees  west,  thirty-seven  chains,  to  the  bank  of  the  Three  River  lake;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said 
lake  to  the  place  of  beginning.     And  the  Board  dotli  oi'der  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

•      Levin  Hainsworth's  case,  commenced  in  page  770. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  and  the  same  is  accordingly  dis- 
a,llowed.  ■ 

Nathaniel  Ross,  representative  of  Henry  Slaughter;  case  commenced  in  page,  ,778. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  and  the  same  is  accordingly  dis- 
allowed. "     -       .  '      .      ■      , 

William  H.  Hargrave's  case,  cominenced  in  page  727. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  and  the  same  is  accordingly  re- 
jected. 

Thomas  Sullivant's  case,  commenced  in  page  723. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  tvvo  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  black  gum,  on  the  southeast  corner,  being  the  beginning  coi'ner  in  the  plot  returned  by  this  claim- 
ant to  the  Register's  Office;  and  thence,  due  west,  sixty  chains;  thence,  due  north,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  east, 
sixty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  forty  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  Dunn's  case,  commenced  in  page  721. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 
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Beginnins  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  ht  the  upper  corner  of  Nathan  Blackwell's  six  Inindred  and 
forty  acre  donation,  and  thence  with  said  Blackwell's  line,  due  west,  to  his  northwest  corner;  thence,  due  north, 
fifty-five  cliains  eighty  links,:  Ihence,  due  cast,  to  said  river;  and  down, the  saiue,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And 
the  Board  duth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

William  Hunt's  case,  commenced  in  page  728. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  cluimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  tract,  thence,  north,  fifty  degrees  west,  thirty-eight  chains  fifty  links; 
thence,  north,  fifty-six  degrees  east,  fifty-seven  clia'ins;  tlience,  s;iytlj,  tir.rly-five  degrees  east,  nine  chains  sixty-five 
links;  thence,  south,  eighteen  degrees  east,  twenty-two  chains  seventy  links;  thence,  direct  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning.   And  the  Board  duth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  aocqrdi'ngly. 

•  William  H.  Hargrave,  representative  of  Stephen  ^YiI^lan\s:  case  commenced  in  page  72G, 
.  On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-empfion  to  three  hun- 
dred ami  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:     , '. 

Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Richard  Lee's  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  donation,  in  the  right  of  Jordan 
Morgan;  thence,  with  said  Lee's  line,  due  east,  to  the  northwest  corner  of  James  Denley's  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acre  tract;  thence,  with  said  Denley's  line,  d\ie  south,  to  his  southwest  corner,  on  the  line  of  Hiram  Mounger's  she 
hundred  and  Ihrty  acre  donation;  thence,  with  said  Mounger's  line,  due  west,  thiity-two  chains  fifty  links;  and 
thence,  due  north,  so  far^  that  a  due  east  line  therefrom  to  Richard  Lee's  line,  and  thence  with  said  line,  due  south, 
to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  three  hundie<l  and  twenty  acres.  And  tlie  Bo.-.rd  doth  order  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  him  accordingly.  ',    '  ■  .        -      '      '  ' 

Peter  Cartwright's  case,  commenced  in  page  731. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  ,     .       ' 

Beginning  at  a  hickory,  being  the  same  described  in  his  plot  veturned  to  the  Register's  Office  as  his  beginning 
corner;  thence,  south,  eighty-four  degrees  east,  fifteen  chains;  thence,  north,  nine  degrees  east,  thirty-lhree  chains 
tifty  links;  thence,  noith,  thirty  degrees  west,  thirty-three  chains;  thence,  south,  fifty-seven  degrees  west,  thirty- 
three  chains  fifty  links;  thence  to  the  beginning-  And  the  Board  doth  aider  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him 
accordingly. 

William  Morgan's  case,  cotnmehced  in  page  647. 

On  due  consideratiofi,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  huii- 
tlred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

■Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  said  tract,  so'far  from  the  present  dwelling  of  the  claimant  as  to  leave  the 
same  in  the  centre  thereof;  thence,  due  east,  fifty-six  chains  fifty  linljs;. thence,  due  south,  fifty-six  chains  fifty 
links;  thence,  due  west,  fifty-six  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  due  north,  to  the  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  ordei- 
that  a  certificate  be  granteil  to  him  accordingly.  •  .        '    '  '  '   .  ' 

Edjiuxd  Smith's  case,  commenced  in  page  708. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  ijpinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  live  oak,  on  the  north  line  of  the  lands  of  Godfrey  Helverston's  heirs,  eighteen  chains  (rom  the 
west  bank  of  Mobile  river;  thence,  north,  nine  degrees  west,  along  the  line  of  Edvyard  Gatland,  thirty  chains,  to  a 
cornen  thence,  north,  seventy-seven  degrees  west,  so  fur  that  a  line  from  the  extreme  point  of  this  line  south,  ten 
degrees  west,  to  intersect  a  line  from  the  place  of  beginning,  north,  seventy-seven  degrees  west,  shall  include  four 
hundred  and  twenty-two  acres;  bounded  soiJth  on  the  lands  of  Godfrey  Helverston's heirs,  east.and  north  by  Edward 
Gatland's  pre-'emption.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  ^le  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  Wamack's  caSe,  commenced  in  page  716.  ,'  '         ' 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  pine,  being  the  same  described  in  liis  plot  returned  to  the  Register's  Office  as  his  beginhilig  corner; 
thence,  south,  sixty -two  degrees  west,  forty  chaiiisj  thence,  north,  twenty-eight  degrees  west,  sixty  chains;  thence, 
north,  sixty-two  degrees  east,  forty  chains;  thence,  direct  to  the  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  cer- 
tificate be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

George  Farrar's  case,  commenced  in  page  758. 

On  due  consider.ation,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  place  where  John  Johnson's  Spanish  warrant,  Moses  Moore's  Spanish  warrant,  claimed  by  Ann 
Lawrence,  liis  representative,  and  Bridget  Burk's  donation  corner  together;  thence,  with  said  Bridget  Burk's  line, 
to  the  nortliwest  corner  of  James  Lowe's  pre-emption;  'thence,  with  the  line  of  said  Lowe's  land,  due  south,  twenty- 
five  chains;  thence,  due  west,  seventy  chains;  thence,  due  north,  so  i'ar  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  east,  to  Jolm  John- 
son's line,  and  ihence  with  said  Johnson's  line,  due  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

George  Dickey's  case,  ccmmenced  in  page  764. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  isentitled  to  a  right  of  pre  emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  T^  I     •     n 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  rivei-,  on  the  west  side  thereof,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Ephraim  Bar- 
ker's donation:  thence,  with  said  Barker's  line,  due  north,  to  his  corner;  and  continuing  the  same  course  so  far  that 
a  line  therefrom,  due  east,  thirteen  chains  and  twenty-five  links,  and  thence,  due  south,  to  the  margin  ot  said  river, 
and  thence  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  begitming,  shall  include  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  And  the  Board 
doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  De'ase's  case,  commenced  in  page  704. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  isentitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  1  ,        -ii 

Beginning  011  the  southeast  cornel-,  on  the  east  siide  of  Bdbo's  creek,  and  so  lar  therehom  as  to  leave  the  mill 
dam  ami  saw  mill  of  the  said  Dease,  which  are  now  erected,  jn  the  centre  of  said  tract;  and  thence,due  west,  fatty- 
six  chains  seventy  links;  thence,  due  north,  fifty-six  chains  seventy  links;  ihence, due  east,  fitiy-six  chains  seventy 
links;  thence,  due  south,  fifty-six  chains  seventy  links,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that 
a  certiticate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Heirs  of  Emanuel  Cheney's  case,  commenced  in  page  726. 

On  due  consideratiim,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  said  Emanuel  Cheney,  deceased,  are 
entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  lullows: 
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Beginning  at  a  post  oak,  being  the  same  desciibed  in  their  plot  retumed  to  the  Register's  Office  as  their  beginning 
corner;  thence,  north,  seventy-three  degrees  east,  fifty-five  chains;  thence,  north,  fourteen  degrees  east,  sixteen 
chains  ten  links;  thence,  north,  sixty-one  degrees  west,  sixty  chains  sixteen  links;  thence,  south,  thirty-five  degrees 
west,  twenty-seven  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  direct  to  the  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Charles  Casseter's  case,  commenced  in  page  731. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opjnion  that  this  claimaint  is  entitled  to  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be 
located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  hickory,  being  the  same  described  in  his  plot  returned  to  the  Register's  Office  as  his  beginning 
corner;  thence,  north,  forty-three  degrees  east,  thirty-one  chains  sixty  links;  thence  south,  forty-seven  degrees  east, 
thirty-one  chains  sixty  links;  thence,  south,  forty-three  degrees  west,  thirty-one  chains  sixty  links;  thence,  north, 
forty-seven  degrees  west,  thirty-one  chains  sixty  links,  to  the  beginning:  Provided,  nevertheless,  Thit  the  said 
claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  .iudicial  decision  in  his  favor  against  the  adverse 
claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  Robert  Farmar,  bearing  date  the  6th  of 
August,  A.  D.  1778.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  Hawkins's  caSjE,*  commenced  in  page.  768. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one.hun- 
dred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  willow,  standing  near  two  hickories,  on  the  bank  of  Mobile  river,  being  the  southeast  corner  of 
Richard  Barrow's  donation  claim;  thence,  westwardly,  with  said  Barrow's  line,  till  it  strikes  Barrow's  creek; 
thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  creek  and  lake,  so  far  that  a  due  east  line  from  thence  to  the  Mobile  river  shall  in  • 
elude  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres;  to  be  bounded  eastwardly  by  the  west  shore  of  the  Mobile  river,  northwardly  by 
Richard  Barrow's  south  line,  westwardly  by  the  eastern  shore  of  Barrow's  creek  and  lake,  and  southwardly  by  a 
due  east  line  drawn  from  said  lake  to  the  river  Mobile.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to 
him  accordingly. 

Samford  McClendon's  case,  commenced  in  page  733. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  post  oak,  being  the  same  described  in  his  plot  returned  to  the  Register's  Office  as  his  beginning 
corner;  thence,  south,  seventy-one  degrees  west,  thirty-seven  chains  eighty-six  links;  thence,  south,  twenty-two 
degrees  west,  twenty  chains;  thence,  north,  seventeen  degrees  east,  forty-seven  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  direct  to 
the  beginning.     And  the  Board  doth  ordei;,that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Simon  Andrey's  case,  commenced  in  page  683. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  twenty- 
four  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  stake,  (he  corner  of  lands  confirmed  to  Joseph  Chastang,  on  the  west  bank  of  Mobile  river;  thence, 
running  up  the  margin  thereof,  to  the  corner  of  lands  confirmed  to  said  Andrey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act; 
and  thence,  back  with  the  courses  of  said  Andrey  and  Chastang,  so  far  as  to  include  twenty-four  acres.  And  the 
Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  Gordon's  case,  commenced  in  page  734. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  post  oak,  being  the  same  described  in  his  plot  returned  to  the  Register's  Office  as  his  beginning 
corner;  thence,  south,  five  degrees  east,  thirty-three  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  south,  fifty-seven  degrees  east,  eleven 
chains  fifty-seven  links;  thence,  north,  eighty-five  degrees  east,  twenty  chains;  thence,  north,  five  degrees  west, 
forty  chains;  and  from  thence  to  the  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him 
accordingly. 

Thomas  Goodwin,  representative  of  Daniel  Kennedy;  case  commenced  in  page  775. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  aright  of  pre-eniptipn  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Thomas  Goodwin's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract,  claimed  in  the  right 
of  Hiram  Mounger;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  tract,  due  south,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Solomon  Wheat's  two 
hundred  acie  tract,  and  continuing  the  same  course,  forty-nine  chains  and  fifty  links  in  all;  thence,  due  east,  sixty- 
five  chains;  thence,  due  north,  to  Benjamin  Harrison's  southeast  corner;  thence,  with  said  Harrison's  line,  due 
west,  to  the  place  of  beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  thata  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

William  Gilliam,  representative  of  John  Clark;  case  commenced  in  page  713. 

On  due  con.sideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  15  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows:  .  ' 

Beginning  on  the  north  side  of  a  branch,  which  runs  near  to  the  present  dwelling  house  of  the  claimant,  at  a 
pine,  being  his  beginning  corner  mentioned  in  his  plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Oflice;  thence,  clue  south,  forty 
chains;  thence,  due  west,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  north,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  9th  instant.      , 

Saturday,  June  9,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  l-2th  instant. 

Tuesday,  June  13,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Cliambers. 

Richard  Brashear,  representative  of  Patrick  Brewer;  case  commenced  in  page  655. 

John  Brewer,  Esquire,  and  Solomon  Wheat,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interro- 
gated, they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  tiie  said  Brashear  inhabited-  and  cultivated  on  the 
land  m  question  before  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  on  that  day,  .and  that  he  had  continued  to  reside  alid  tultivate 
thereon  ever  since.  -  •         '  ,  .  '  • 

Solomon  Wheat's  case,  commenced  in  page  654. 

Jordan  Morgan  and  Richard  Brashear  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated,  they 
deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case;  that  Solomon  Wheat  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  land  in 
question  on  the  3d  day  ot  March,  1803,  and  had  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Solomon  Johnson's  case,  commenced  in  page  803. 

John  Brewer,  Esquire,  and  Jordan  Morgan,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and.  being  duly  sworn  and  interro- 
gated, they  deposed,  that  they  knew  that  Solomon  Johnson  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  before  and 
on  the  3d  day  of  March.  1803,  and  had  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  theroon  ever  since;  and  that  said  Johnson 
was,  on  said  3d  day  of  March,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  a  married  man. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Jordan  Morgan's  case,  commenced  in  page  713. 

Richard  Brasliear  and  Solomon  Wheat  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated, 
they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  case. 

The  said  Brashear  further  testified,  that  Jordan  Morgan  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  said  land  before  and  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  that  the  same  land  had  been  cultivated  ever  since  by  William  H.  Hargrave,  Esquire, 
for  account  of  said  Morgan. 

The  said  Wheat  also  testified,  that  he  believed  that  Jordan  Morgan  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  said  land  before 
and  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803;  that  he  saw  William  H.  Hargrave,  Esquire,  cultivating  thereon  in  the  summer 
of  1803. 

The  Board  ordered  tliat  the  case  be  postpoped  for  consideration. 

Hezekiah  Carter,  representative  of  Robert  Jones;    case  commenced  in  page  710. 

Jordan  Morgan  and  Thomas  Wheat  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated,  they 
deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  case;  that  said  Carter  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  the  land  in  question  be- 
fore and  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  and  had  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  that  said 
Carter  was,  on  said  3d  day  of  March,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  15th  instant.  '^ 

■'''■'.'  Friday,  ■7?«ie  15,  1804. 

The  Board  met  accordirtg  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephfaim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  18th  instant. 

Monday,  June  18,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  20th  instant. 

Thursday,  June  21,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  23d  instant. 

Saturday,  June  23,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment. '  Present:  Ephraim'. Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

John  Brewer,  representative  of  Charles  Arbon  Demoy;  case  commenced  in  page  685. 

Richard  Brashear  and  John  Denley  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated,  they 
deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that.Charles  Arbon  Demoy  resided  on  the  land  in  question,  super- 
intending his  business  and  laborers,  in  the  year  1795,  and  fully  believed  that  he  continued  there  until  after  the  25th 
of  October,  1795;  that  his  principal  residence  was  at  Mobile,  and  on  a  plantation  which  he  had  below;  but  that  he 
spent  a  part  of  his  time  every  year  at  this  place,  where  he  had  a  black  family;  and,  from  particular  circumstances, 
knew  that  he  was  here  as  above  mentioned. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the'26th  instant. 

.    .  '  Tuesday,  June  26,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to-adj'qurnment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  29th  instant. 

Friday,  June  29,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Young  Gains,  representative  of  JDominiqwe  de  Olive;  case  covnmenped  in  page  680,,  . 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this' claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  west  side  thereof,  at  the  upper  corner  of  George  Brewer, 
Junior's,  eight  hundred  acre  tract,  claimed  under  Valentine  Uubroca's  Spanish  warrant;  thence,  with  said  Brewer's 
line,  due  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  due  north,  sixty-three  chains  and  twenty-five  links,  and  tiience,  due 
west,  to  the  margin  of  said  river,  and  thence,  down  the  same,  with  the  meanders  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  include  eight  hundred  acres.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Thomas  Malone,  representative  of  John  Arnot;  case  commenced  in  page  774. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  George  Brewer,  Junior's,  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  acre  donation  tract,  in  his  own  right;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  so  far  as  to  make 
thirty-seven  chains  and  twenty  links,  on  a  due  west  line;  thence,  due  south,  so  far  that  a  due  east  line  therefrom, 
thirty-seven  chains  and  twenty  links,  to  George  Brewer,  Junior's,  line,  and  thence,  with  the  same,  due  north,  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  sliall  include  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

John  Chastang's  case,  commenced  in  page  672. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and-thirty-eight  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  on 
the  west  side  of  the  west  channel  of  the  Mobile  river,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Groghall  creek,  on  the  north  side  thereof,  and  theiice,  running  up  the  west  margin  of 
the  Mobile  river,  to  the  mouth  of  Cedar  creek;  and  thence,  extending  westwardly,  upon  the  south  margin  of  said 
creek,  and  due  west  from  the  mouth  of  Groghall  creek,  so  far  that  a  due  north  and  south  line,  drawn  between  the 
extreme  western  points  of  said  lines,  shall  include  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres.  And,  also, 
on  the  east  side  of  said  west  channel  of  Mobile  river,  beginning  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Groghall  creek;  thence, 
due  east,  eleven  chains;  thence,  northwardly,  up  said  river,  pursuing  the  meanders  thereof,  at  the  distance  of  eleven 
chains  from  the  east  margin  thereof,  to  a  point,  directly  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Cedar  creek,  and  due  east  there^ 
from;  and  thence,  due  west,  eleven  chains,  to  the  river.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted 
to  him  accordingly.  , '■ 

George  Brewer,  representative  of  Valentine  Dubroca;  case  commenced  in  page  684. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  ol  law. 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 
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Beginning  on  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  west  side  thereof,  at  the  upper  corner  of  John  Brewer's 
eight  hundred  acre  tract,  claimed  under  Charles  Arbon  Demoy;  thence,  with  said  Brewer's  line,  due  west,  so  far 
that  a  line  therefrom,  due  north,  sixty-three  chains  twenty-five  links,  and  thence,  due  east,  to  the  margin  of  said 
river,  and  thence,  down  the  same,  with  the  meanders  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  sh^ll  include  eight  hundred 
acres.    And  the  Board  doth  oi-der  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. ,        ,- 

John  Breweb,  representative  of  Charles  Arbon  Demoy;  case  commenced  in  page  685. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law,  and 
that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eiglit  hundred  acres  of  la'nd,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  James  Denley's  one  thousand  acre 
tract,  claimed  under  Daniel  AVard's  Spanish  warrant;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  James  Denley,  tJue  west,  one 
hundred  and  four  chains;  thence,  due  north,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom  due  east,  to  the  margin  of  said  riv'er,  and 
down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  incla  'e  eight  hundred  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  cer- 
tificate be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Joseph  Chastang's  case,  commenced  in  page  714. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law  , 
aad  that  the  claimant  is,entitled  to  a  patent  fur  six  hundred  and  f(U'ty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  J'ollows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  k  stake  at  Simon  Andry's  fence,  on  the  bank  of  th,e  river  Mobile;  thence,  down  the  west  inai>gin  of 
said  river,  so  far  as  to  make  fifty -one  chains  in  a  due  south  line;  tholice,  south,  sixty-fiiur  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a 
line  therefrom,  due  north,  shall  strike  the  southwest  coiner  of  John  Baptist  'rrennier's  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  acre  tract;  thence,  with  the  line  of  tract,  north,  fifty-one  degrees  east;  to  the  southwest  cot'ner  of  Simon  An- 
dry's twenty-four  acre  preeitiptiim  tract;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  tract,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the 
Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Richard  Brasheau,  representative  of  Patrick  Brewer;  case  commenced  in  page  655. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported;  but  that,  upon  the  evidence  ex- 
hibited, th^  said  Richatd  Biashear  is  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  said  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acies  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  Hiram  Mounger's  line,  at  the  southwest  corner  of  William  H.  Hargrave's  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acre  pre-emption,  in  the  right  of  Stephen  Williams;  thence,  with  said  Moujiger's  line,  due  west,  to  his 
northwes't  corner,  and  in  the  same  course,  seventy  one  chains;  thence,  due  north,  ninety  chains;  thence,  due  east, 
seventy-one  chains,  to  said  Hai^grave'sdine;  and  th.enc-«,  with  the  line  of  said  Margrave,  due  south,  to  the  place  of 
beginning.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  accordingly. 

James  Callieu,  representative  of  Jnseph  Anderson;  case  commenced  in  page  662. 

On  due  consideration-,  the  Board  isof  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported;  but  that,  upon  the  evidence  ex- 
hibited, the  said  James  Callier  is  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  said  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Thomas  Carson's  donation;  and 
thence,  with  said  Carson's  lower  line,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  sixty  chains;  thence,  south, 
eleven  degrees  east,  forty  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty-six  degrees  east,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  river  Tombigbee; 
thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be 
granted  to  him  accordingly.  ■  . 

James  Calher,  representative  of  Isabella  Trouillet;  case  commenced  in  page  714.    ,.      '..''    ■•     • 
Oil  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported;  but  that,  upon  the  evidence  ex- 
hibited, the  said  James  Caljier  is  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  said  act,  tp  a  fight  of  pre-emption  to  six  huodi'ed 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit:  .      •  ■  ■ 

Beginning  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mobile,  on  the  bluff  near  where  Alexis  Trouillet  now  lives,  so  that  a 
«lue  west  line  therefrom  will  leave  said  house  twenty-five  links  on  the  south  side  of  said  line;  thence,  running  due 
"west  eighty  chains,  or  one  mile,  and  thence,  due  south,  so  far  that  a  due  east  lioe  therefrom  to  the  west  bank  of  the 
sluice,  or  bayou,  W'hich  puts  out  from  the  Mobile  below  Fort  Stoddert,  and  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  bayou 
and  river,  to  tlie  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  exclusive  of  one-half  of  nn  acre 
fronting  on  the  river  bank,  where  the  cotton-house  now  stands,  and  extending  back  so  as  to  lea^e  said  house  as 
neai-ly  central  as  may  be,,  which  said  half  aci'e  is  reserved  lor  the  future  use  anil  disposition  of  the  United  States. 
And  the  Board  doili  oi  der  that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Jordan  Morgan's  case,  commenced  in  page  713. 

.On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported;  but  that,  upon  the  evidence  ex- 
hibited, the  claimant  is  entitled,  under  the  thii^d  section  of  said  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption 'to  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit:  , 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  a  sassafras  at  the  mouth  of  Steep  Gut,  being  the  place 
called  Ward's  old  corner,  and  is  also  the.  northeast  corner  of  Nicholas  Perkins's  three  hundred  and  six  acre  tract, 
claimed  under  Thomas  Wheat's  Spanish  warrant,  and  the  southeast  corner  of  James  Denley's  one  thousand  acre 
tract,  claimed  under  Daniel  Ward's  Spanish  warrant;  thence,  with  said  Denley's  line,  due  west,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links;  thence,  due  south,  so  far  that  a  due  east  line  therefrom  to  the  line  of  said  Per- 
kins above  mentioned,  and  thence,  with  said  Perkins's  line,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  aiid 
forty  acres.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  granted  accordingly. 

SoLOMOx  Wheat's  case,  commenced  in  page  654. 

On  due  consiileration,  the  Board  is  of  opii'iion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported;  but  that,  upon  the  evidence  ex- 
hibited, the  claimant  is  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  said  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  two  hundred  acres  of 
land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit:  > 

Beginning  at  the  northeasf  corner  of  James  Scott's  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract;  thence,  with  the  line 
thereof,  due -west,  .fifty  chains;  thence,  due  north,  forty  chains;  thence,  due  east,  fifty  chains;  thence,  due  south, 
to  the  place  of'beginniog.    And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a- certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

SoLOMpx  Johnson's  case,  commenced  in  page  801.  , 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported,  but  that,  upon  the  evidence  ex- 
hibited, the  claimant  is  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hundred  acres  of 
land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit:  • 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  on  the  north  side  of  a  branch  of  Johnson's  creek,  so  far  from  the  present  dwel- 
ling house  of  the  said  Johnson,  as  to  leave  his  said  dwelling  house  in  the  centre  of  saidtract;  thence,  due  south, 
thirty-one  cha.ns  sevfcnty-five  links;  thence,  due  west,  thirty-one  chains  seventy-five  links;  thence,  due  north, 
thirty-one  chains  seventy-five  links;  thence,  due  east,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  one  hundred  acres.' 
And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  grinted  to  him  accordingly. 
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Heeekiah  Carter,  representative  of  Robert  Jones;  case  commenced  in  page  710. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  tliat  tliis  claim  is  not  siippoited;  but  that,  upon  the  evidence  ex- 
hibited, the  claimant  is  entitled,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  (o  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Hardy  Woottori's  sis  hundred  and  fifteen  acre  donation,  in  the  right  of 
William  Hunt;  thence,  with  said  Wootton'siine,  due  west,  eiglity  chains;  thence,  due  north,  forty  chains;  thqnce, 
due  east,  eighty  chains;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  Board  doth  oriler  that  a  certificate 
be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  3d  instant.  .    : 

Tuesday,  Jnhj  3,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  "adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

John  Baptist  Trennier's  case,  commenced  in  page  794. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  (hat  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  one  thousand  aCres,  to  be  located  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit: 

Beginning  on  the  east  bank  of  the  west  channel  of  the  Mobile  river,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Gioghall  creek,  at 
the  lower  corner  of  land  confirmed  to  Doctor  John  Chastang,  then  running  down  the  margin  ot  said  river,  so  tar  as 
to  make  seventy-nine  chains  in  a  straight  line;  thence,  due  east,  so  far  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  extreme  point  of 
this  line  to  the  east  point  of  a  line  due  east,  from  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  one  thousand  acres.  Provided, 
never/heless.  That  this  tract  shall  not  extend  down  the  river  so  far  as  to  interfere  with  the  lines  of  the  land  confirnied 
to  Simon,  Andry.     And  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  issued  to  him,  the  said  claimant,  accordingly. 

Simon  Andrey's  case,  commenced  in  page  795. 

On  due  ccmsideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled,  to  a  patent  for  forty-eight  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  in  the  lollowing  manner, 
to  wit: 

Beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  east  bank  of  the  west  channel  of  the  Mobile  river,  at  the  place  where  the  plot  re- 
turned by  this  claimant  to  the  Register,  commences;  and  thence,  following  down  the  east  margin  of  said  river,  one 
hundred  and  one  chains  and  twenty  links;  thence,  east,  so  far  that  a  corresponding  line  with  the  margin  of  said 
river,  to  a  point  due  east  from  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  forty-eight  acres.  And  the  Board  doth  order 
that  a  certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

William  Co^eihan,  representative  of  Simon  Favre;  case  commenced  in  page  718. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a.  patent  for  the  land  by  liiin  claimed,  in  the  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

YovNG  Ga-ins'.s  case,  commenced  in  page  679. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  paterit  for  tlie  land  by  him  claimed,  in  the  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  6th  instant. 

Friday,  July  6,  1804.    ' 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  9th  instant.  . 

■  ■•  Monday,  Jw/y  9,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  12th  instant. 

Thursday,  July  12, 1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  14th  instant.  ■        _ 

Satui^ay^  JmZ</ 14,  1804. 

']"he  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  16th  instant. 

Monday,  July  16,  1804. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Ephraim  Kirby,  Robert  C.  Nicholas. 

Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  representative  of  John  Baker;  case  commenced  in  page  773. 

Joseph  Westmoreland  and  Elijah: Simmons  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed, 
that  they  were  acquainted  with  the  hand  writing  of  Pleasant  Rose,  and  having  inspected  .two  papersHhen  before  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  the  one  purporting  to  be  an  agreement  made  by  said  Rose  with  John  Baker,  respecting' the 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  land  in  question,  dated  the  16th  day  of  September,  1802^  and  the  other  a  receipt  to 
said  Baker  lor  one  hundred  doIlarSfin  satisfaction  for  improvements  made  on  said  land,  dated  June  20,  1803,  that 
they  verily  believed  that  the  name  of  Pleasant  Rose,  subscribed  to  said  papers,  was  written  by  said  Rose,  and  that 
the  same  was  his  genuine  signature;  that  Emanuel  Cheney,  one  of  the  subscribing  witnevsses  to  said  writings,  was 
dead,  and  that  William  Brewer,  the  other  subscribing  witness,  did  not  reside  within  this  territory.  The  said  West- 
moreland further  testified,  that  since  he  gave  his  former  testimony  in  this  case,  he  had  recollected  severaj  circum- 
stances, from  which  he  was  fully  convinced  that  the  said  Pleasant  Rose  was  in  the  occupancy  and  possession  of  the 
land  in  questiim  after  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  as  well  as  before  that  time;  that  he  verily  believed  that  said  Rose  re- 
sided there  on  said  3(1  of  March. 

On  due  consideration^  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  tif  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  James  Griffin's  six  hundred  and  eighteen  acre  donation  tract,  on  the  line 
of  John  Chastang;  thence,  with  said  line,  due  north,  eighty  chains;  thence,  due  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  due 
south,  eighty  chains;  thence,  due  east,  eighty  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  and  the  Board  doth  order  that  a 
certificate  be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Solomon  Johnson's  case,  No.  188  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  30  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim— A.  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  (he  act. 

■rhe  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  qf  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  fennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Johnson's  creek,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  tieginning  at  a  white  oak,  and  running  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  fifty-five  chains,  to  a  red  oak; 
thence,  south,  thirty-three  degrees  west,  forty-five  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  eighty-three  degrees  west,  sixty- 
five  chains,  to  a  dogwood;  thence»  north,  seventy  degrees  west,  eighty-two  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  with  Johnson's 
creek,  to  the  beginning;  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  having.such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Solomon  .Johnson,  in  and  by  virtue  ol  the 
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second  section  of  said  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river, 
to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to,  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith 

^*  ■  '  SOLOMON  JOHNSON,  his  x  mark. 

March  13,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  page  81,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  iPe^isrer. 
The  foregoing  notice  and  plot  ought  to  have  been  entered  in  vol.  2,  page  518. 

HoBucKiNTooPA,  \Vednesdav,  Maij  1,  1805. 
The  Board  of  Commissioners  convened  at  this  place.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Nicholas  Weeks,  executor  of  Dortiiniquede  Olive;  case  No.  189  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  2  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — Of  eleven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  and  six-tenths  of  an  acre,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of 
survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimfint  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  vni:  ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving' and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  river  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mobile  river,  in  Washing- 
ton county,  beginning  at  a  gum,  and  running  thence,  soUth,  sixty-tvvo  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  chains 
and  thirty-nine  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  eight  degrees  east,  ninety-four  chains  eighty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence, 
south,  sixty-two  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  chains  thirty -nine  links,  to  a  beech;  thence,  with  the  river, 
to  the  beginning;  containing  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  and  six-tenths  of  an  acre,  having  such 
shape,  forms,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  which  said  tract  of 
land  is  claimed  by  Nicholas  Weeks,  executor  of  Dominique  de  Olive,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  sur- 
rey, and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said 
act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  a  plot  herewith  filed. 

NICHOLAS  WEEKS, 

March  10,  1804.  One  of  the  £xecutors  of  Dominique  de  Olive. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  8,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.    Chain  bearers,  William  Weathers,  John  Burgess. 

In  support  of  this  claim  a  Spanish  warrant  was  exhibited,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Mobile,  December  6,  1793. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  General  of  these  provinces: 

Dominique  de  Olive,  an  old  inhabitant  of  this  place,  with  the  most  profound  re.5pect  due  to  your  excellency, 
lays  before  you,  that,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  or  at  the  commencement  of  1792,  he  solicited,  thi-ough  the  means 
of  the  commandant  of  Mobile,  at  that  epoch,  a  cession  of  land  of  thirty  acres  front,  with  (he  ordinary  depth  of  forty, 
bouaded  on  the  north  with  a  tract  belonging  to  M.  Narcis  Brputan.  and  oil  the  south  by  another  belonging  to  M. 
Augustin  Rochon,  the  same  that  was  then  found  vacant,  having  no  proprietor;  the  aforesaid  commandant  knowing 
this,  permitted  him  to  clear,  labor,  and  cultivate  the  land,  it  being  so  that  it  is  more  than  five  years  ago  since  he 
possessed  it,  gathering  therefrom  his  victuals,  without  any  one  appearing  to  reclaim  it;  and  having  solicited  the  copy 
of  the  original  cession,  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  archives  of  this  place,  therefore  he  humbly  begs  of  your  excel- 
lency to  grant  him  another  cession  of  the  same  tract  for  security  at  all  times,  for  wliich  he  will  be  forever  thankful, 

DOMINIQUE  DE  OLIVE. 

■'  ■      '  Mobile,  December  6,  1794. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  General  of  these  provinces: 

There  is  no  doubt  remains  with  me  in  what  the  petitioner  relates  to  your  excellency;  but,  in  order  to  be  mote 
certain,  I  listened  to  other  old  inhabitants  of  probity,  who  have  assured  me  nf  the  same,  and  the  original  document 
could  have  been  very  easily  mislaid  in  these  archives,  and-it  seems  tome  that  no  prejudice  will  occur  by  granting 
another  cession:  but  your  excellency's  benevolence  will  dispose  of  it  for  the  best. 

'  MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 

New  Orleans,  December  26,  1794. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  .this  provintje,  or  the  person  pained  for  this  purpose,  will  settle  the  above  named  peti- 
tioner upon  the  thirty  acres  of  laud  in  front  that  he  solicits,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of  tbrty  acres,  in  the  place  that 
the  preceding  memorial  describes,  being  vacant,  and  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  the  neighbors,  with  the  precise 
conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise 
space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  (during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,)  this  grant  to  remain  null; 
under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  Settling  t|ie  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  pro- 
Tide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form.  ■ 

BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

Mobile,  January  10,  1804. 
Copy  of  tlie  original  grant  that  remains  in  tiie  archives  of  this  place  commanded  by  me,  the  which  I  certify. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.    [l.  s.] 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English-interpreter  for  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed.  THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  .and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  20,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelke  2d,  Clerk- 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  east  side  Tombigbee,  vol.  I,  page  6,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

■  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

■  The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  4th  instant.  ' 

Saturdat,  May  4,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  6th  instant. 
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MoNPAv,  May  6,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Josepli  Ch;;iiibe;s. 

Benjamim  Few's  case,  No.  190  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  84  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim— \  right  of  pre-emption  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 
Gentlemen: 

The  annexed  plot  represents  a  tract  ol'land  situated  oa  the  east  of  the  Mobi'e  river,  about  one  mile  below  the 
forks  of  the  Alabama  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  coiitainiiig  six  hundred  and  four  acres;  is  claimed  by  the  subscriber  in 
virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  Marph,  1803,  which  plot  is  now  delivered  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  be  recorded  agreeably  to  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress.  To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer. 

BENJAMIN  FEW. 
Surveyed  March  23,1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  John  Airs  and, David  Williams. 
Entered  in  record  of  chums,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  — ,.by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Ee^ister. 
The  above  named  chain  bearers  were  sworn  before  James  Cal'icr,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Natt  Christmas  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  some  time  in  January,  1802, 
Benjamin  Few  came  to  his  house  with  his  negroes  from  Georgia;  (hat  he,  (Christmas')  was  confident  that  Few  built, 
inhabited,  and  cultivated  on  the  land  claimed,  in  the  said  month  of  January,  and  that  he  had  inhabited  and  cultivated 
on  said  land  ever  since,  by  his  negroes  and  overseers,  until  January  or  February  last,  when  his  negroes  and  over- 
seers removed  therefrom  for  a  short  time;  that  they  soon  afterwards  returned  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation 
thereof:  that  he  believed  Few  was  in  the  actual  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803; 
and  that  said  Benjamin  Few  was,  on  the  said  3d  day  of  March,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age;  that  he  had 
heard  that  said  land  was  claimed  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  granted  to  Dominique  de  Olive,  but  that 
he  had  never  seen  said  warrant. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  9th  inst::nt. 

Thursday,  May  9,  1805. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  llth  instant. 

Saturday,  May  11,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Nicholas  Weeks,  executor  of  Dominique  de  Olive;  case  commenced  in  page  804. 

John  Baker  and  Gabriel  Tisrah  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  beiti^  duly  sworn,  the  said  Baker  deposed, 
that  in  the  year  1795,  and  for  several  years  before  and  after,  Dominique  de  Olive  cultivated  on  the  land  in  question; 
that  he  resided  on  said  land  in  the  summer  season,  and  at  Mobile,  with  his  family,  in  the  winter;  that  he  left  a 
negro  or  two  on  the  plantation  in  the  seasons  of  winter,  and  took  therefrom  his  other  negroes,  as  was  customary 
among  French  planters,  during  the  winter  months;  that  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  1794,  Dominique.de  Olive 
was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  said  Tisrah  deposed,  that  Dominique  de  Olive  cultivated  and  lived,  in  the  summer  season,  on  the  land  in 
question,  in  the  year  1795,  and  continued  thereon,  with  about  ten  negroes,  until  after  Fort  Stoddert  was  built:  that 
he  was  an  old  man  on  the  26th  of  December,  1794,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  13th  instant. 

Monday,  May  13,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Joseph  Thompson,  representative  of  Adam  Hollinger;  case  No.  191  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  6  on 
the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  seven'  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  ijy  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first 
section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the*  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  of  the  Tombigbee,  fronting  on  the 
Alabama  river,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  the  Alabama  river,  on  John  Randon's  line,  running, 
south,  twenty-three  degrees  east,  seventeen  chains,  to  a  cypress;  thence,  south,  fifty-six  degrees  west,  eleven 
chains,  George  Weekley's  corner,  which  is  a  cotton  tree;  thence,  south,  thirty-seven  degrees  west,  five  chains,  to  a 
stake,  on  Weekley's  line;  south,  fifty-six  degrees  west,  thirty-six  chains,  to  a  gum  corner;  thence,  due  west,  with 
Phillips's  line,  ninety  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  five  degrees  west,  seventy-seven  chains,  to  Mimms's  line, 
to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  east,  seventy  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  sassafras  corner;  thence,  with  the 
river  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the 
plot  annexed,  containing  seven  hundred  and  thirty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Joseph  Thompson,  legal  representative  of 
Adam  Hollinger,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  and  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  us  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to 
refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

'  ^'  JOSEPH  THOMPSON, 

Legal  representative  of  Mam  Hollinger. 
March  26,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  24,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Sworn  chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  William  Thomas. 
In  support  of  this  claim,  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  Royal  army.  Governor  civil  and  military,  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana,  &c. 
Adam  Hollinger,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  represents  and 
says,  there  is  found  on  Tensaw  river,  twenty  acres  of  land,  on  an  island  by  the  name  ot  Nanna  Hubba;  the  said 
102  p 
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land  until  now  never  had  any  proprietor:  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  with  papers  of 
titles  necessary,  from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession,  for  which  favor  he 
will  be  forever  thankful. 

ADAM  HOLLINGER. 
Mobile,  October  10,  1787. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  of  the  I^ouisiana  regiment  of  infantry,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  the  place  of 
Mobile,  and  its  district,  certifies,  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  by  infornjation  from  the  differ- 
ent inhabitants,  who  are  knowing  to  the  said  place  of  land,  above  mentioned.  Mobile,  the  day  and  date  above  men- 
tioned. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  October  22, 1787. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Tredeau,  shall  establish  that  part  of  land  of  twenty 
acres  front,  with  its  profounder  of  forty  acres,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors, 
at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regu- 
larly, in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  du- 
ring which  peiiod  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition  the  business  of  settling 
the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  to  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  November,  29,  1787. 
Certified  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  in  the  olfice  of  this  place. 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSAYE,»jo/aryp«6Kc. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQN.  DE  ORSONO.    [l.  s.] 
I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  to  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant  or  writing 
hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn,  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  30,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

William  Pierce  and  John  Mills  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  they  deposed,  that  the  land 
now  claimed  was  cultivated  by  Joseph  Thompson,  the  present  claimant,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  who  had 
continued  to  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  that,  in  cimsequence  of  the  said  land  being  situated  in  an  island,  and 
being  occasionally  covered  by  the  water,  it  was  an  improper  and  unhealthy  situation  for  a  dwelling-house;  that  the 
principal  cultivation  made  by  said  Thompson,  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family,  had  been  on  the  land  in  ques- 
tion. 

Question.  Was  Adam  HoUinger  on  the  22d  of  October,  1787,  twenty-one  years  of  age.'' 

Answer.  Adam  HoHinger?was,  on  the22d  of  October,  1787,  as  they  believed,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Question.  Are  you,  or  either  of  you,  interested,  or  to  be  interested,  in  the  establishment  of  this  claim.'' 

Answer.  We  are  not. 

On  the  back  of  the  said  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  is  an  endorsement  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  26,  1804. 

For  a  valuable  consideration,  I  hereby  assign  and  make  over  to  Joseph  Thompson,  Esquire,  all  my  right,  title, 
interest,  and  claim,  of  and  unto  the  within  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever. 

In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

ADAM  HOLLINGER,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Thompson's  case,  No.  192  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  78  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  inpursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Alabama  river,  on  Hollow 
creek,  adjoining  Samuel  Mimms  on  the  south,  and  James  Randon  on  the  north,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres:  is  claimed  by  Joseph  Thompson,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  said  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now 
exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

April  30,  1805,  William  Pierce,  for 

JOSEPH  THOMPSON. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
,     Surveyed  29th  April,  1804,  by  J.  Milliken . 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1.  page  — . 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?f^w/er. 

John  Mills  and  William  Pierce  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Joseph  Thompson,  the  claimant,  did  inhabit 
and  cultivate  the  land  in  question,  in  the  year  1797,  long  before,  and  ever  since  that  time,  viz:  that  he  had  been  in 
the  continual  occupation  and  cultivation  thereof,  in  and  about  fourteen  years  last  past,  and  that  the  said  Joseph 
Thompson  was,  in  the  year  1797,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Pierce  and  John  Pierce;  case  No.  193  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No-  82  on  the  books  of  the 
Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  representatives  of  Jeremiah  Phillips,  under  the  second 
section  of  the  act. 
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following,  to  wit 

To  the  Commissioners 
ceiving 


Snello  wft'  P'^'^"*'''^  *'"'''  *='^™'  ^°^^^^^'  ^'^^ ""  surveyor's  plot  oi  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 

■rs  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
fng  and  adjusting  claitns  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river.  '  J      "= 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  the  Alabama  nver,  running  north,  thirty  degrees  west  sixtv  chains  to  a  ^,,m^ 
west,  twenty-eight  chains;  south  twelve  degrees  east  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  chansanVharsuch  forms 
and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
IS  claimed  by  W.  ham  and  John  Pierce,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  ReS  of  the 
Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  nver,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  tLyg'e-  leave  to 
refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed.  ^      °   ^^  ^" 

April  99.  1805.  W.  &  JOHN  PIERCE. 

Surveyed  by  J.  Milliken.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  — . 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimants  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Jeremiah  Phillips,  bearing  date  the  27th  of  Anril  1805  Hnl  v 
executed  and  duly  proven,  conveying  to  William  and  John  Pierce,  all  his  the  said  Phillips's  right,  title  and 'claim 
to  said  tractofland,  and  the  improvements  thereon  made.  °    '  '•'"*^' =i""  claim 

John  Mills  and  Geoi;ge  Weekley  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interro'^ated  bv  the 
Board  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim,  that  the  land  in  question  was  situated  in  N-iiina 
Hubba  island;  that  it  could  not  be  inhabited,  by  reason  of  its  being  frequently  covered  with  water  and  that  the  sai^H 
land  was  actually  cultivated,  by  the  said  Jeremiah  Phillips,  in  the  year  1797;  that  he  was  at  that  time  twentv-one 
years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  famdy.  '  "'"^ 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Mills's  case.  No.  194  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  30  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  donation  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  fi?iirp« 
following,  to  wit:  >^  "suics 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March  1803   for 
ceiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  Pearl  river.     ' 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  in  Nanna  Huhba 
island,  in  the  county  of  Washington, beginning  at  two  willows,  thence,  up  the  Alabama  river,  north  twenty  one  de 
grees  west,  to  three  cotton  trees;  thence,  across  said  island,  south,  thirty  degrees,  to  a  corner  maple  on  said  river- 
thence,  down  said  river,  to  the  beginning,  south,  fifty-five  degrees  east;  containing  three  hundred  and  fifty  fivp 
acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed-  is 
claimed  by  John  Mills,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer  as  also  to 
a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  tiled.  ' 

March  26,  1804.  JOHN  MILLS. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  February  13,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  Mills  and  Francis  Killingworth. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  106,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Joseph  Thompson  and  Moses  Stedham  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  John  Mills,  the  present  claimant  culti- 
vated the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1797,  and  had  continued  in  the  occupancy  and  cultivation  thereof  ever  since- 
that  they  believed  that  the  said  Mills  was,  in  the  year  1797,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  that  he  was' 
the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francis  Killingworth,  representative  of  William  Mills;  case  No.  195  on  the  docket  of  the  Board  and  No 
38  on  the  books  of  the  Register.  ' 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  and  Alabama 
rivers,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  a  pine  corner;  running  thence,  south,  seventy-five  degrees  east 
nine  chains;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  twenty-four  chains,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  north,  seventy-five 
degrees  east,  eighty-two  chains,  to  a  pine  corner;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  east,  sixty-four  chains,  to  a  stake 
corner;  thence,  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  five  chains,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  to  the  be- 
ginning; and  hath  such  shape,  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed; 
containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Francis  Killingworth,  legal  representative  of  William  Mills' 
in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  as  a  donation,  purchased  of  said  William  Mills,  and  is  now  ex- 
hibited to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To 
all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

March  26,  1804.  FRANCIS  KILLINGWORTH. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  Februaiy  15,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.     Chain  bearers,  James  Mills  and  William  McDaniel. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  111,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Thomas  Hudson,  deceased,  was  exhibited,  bearing  dat 
the  25th  day  of  February,  1800,  duly  executed  and  proven;  in  and  by  which  the  said  Hudson  devised  and  bequeathed 
to  Sarah  Hall,  (the  daughter  of  Charles  Hall,)  all  his  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  "  by  her  freely  to  be  possessed 
and  enjoyed." 

A  certificate  was  also  exhibited,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  I  joined  in  matrimony  William  Mills  and  Sarah  Hall,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this 
territory.    Given  under  my  hand,  17th  March,  1800. 

JAMES  THOMPSON,  /.  P. 
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A  writing  in  the  words  following  was  also  exhibited,  viz: 

This  obligation  witnesseth,  that  I  have  this  day  bargained  and  sold  a  certain  tract  of  land,  formerly  the  property 
of  Thomas  Hudson,  deceased,  and  now  the  property  of  William  and  Sarah  Mills,  to  Francis  Killingworth,  for  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars;  and  I  do  further  obligate  myself  to  quit  claim  of  the  said  land  for  the  two  hundred 
dollars     As  witness  my  hand,  this  4th  day  of  February,  1804. 

WILLIAM  MILLS. 

Witness,  John  Mills.  ■  ' 

Joseph  Thompson  and  John  Mills  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  now  claimed  by  Francis  Killing- 
worth  was  inhabited  an(l  cultivated  in  the  year  1797,  by  Thomas  Hudson;  and  that  said  Hudson  was,  in  the  year 
1797,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age;  that  the  same  Francis  Killingworth,  in  whose  name  this  claim  is  filed, 
was  dead.  •  ,       ■ 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Weekley,  representative  of  Michael  Skipper;  case  No.  196  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  28  on 
the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— \  right  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first 
section  of  the  act.  ,■    i     ,      ,    ,  ■       >   ■      ,  , 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  ot  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  '  ' 

To  the  Honorable  Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Gentlemen:  ■  ,  March  23,  1804. 

Please  to  take  notice,-  that  I  claim  one  hundred  and  sixt)r-one  acres  of  land,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Tom- 
bigbee,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Alabama,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant,  in  the  name  of  Michael  Skipper, 
dated  the  9th  February,  1788,  which  is  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  recorded,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  within  plot. 

==  GEORGE  WEEKLEY. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  16th  February,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  Robert  Dunn,  James  McConnell. 
The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrapt  of  survey,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miko,  Colonel  of  the  Royal  army.  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  province 

of  the  Louisiana,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Mobile,  January  18,  1788. 

Michael  Skipper,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respects,  represents  to  your  excellency, 

and  says,  that  there  is,  on  Tenshaw  river,  twelve  acres  of  land  that  never  had  any  proprietor  until  this  present  timej 

he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  said  land,  with  the  profounder  as  customary;  with  papers  of  titles  from  the 

Secretary  of  Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

MICHAEL  SKIPPER. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  of  the  fixed  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant,  civil  and  military,  of  Mobile  and  its 
district,  certify,  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  by  information  from  the  different  inhabitants  of  note, 
who  are  knowins  said  land;  to  which  I  sign  these  presents,  the  above  day  and  date. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  February  9,  1788. 
The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Tredeau,  shall  establish  that  part  of  land  of  twelve  acres  front, 
with  the  profounder  of  forty  acres,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  at  the 
same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regularly, 
in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and.  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  during  which 
period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null,  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits 
will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  March  11,  1788. 
Certified  that  the  above  is  compared  with  the  original  in  the  office  of  this  place.  . 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSAYE,  Public  Notary. 
The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  under  my  charge,  by  me. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 

■I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,- do  solemnly 
swear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  23d,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  99,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance,  in  Spanish,  from  Michael  Skipper,  purporting  to  convey  to  John 
Joyce  all  the  said  Skipper's  right,  title,  and  claim  to  said  tract  of  land;  on  the  back  of  which  deed  of  conveyance 
there  are  two  endorsements  or  assignments,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

Mobile,  Match  2,  1792. 
I  do  hereby  assign  unto  Cornelius  Dunn,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  my  right  and  title  to  the  tract  of  land,  houses, 
&c.  mentioned  on  tne  other  side,  having  received  the  full  consideration  money  agreed  upon  between  Mr.  Cornelius 
Dunn  and  me.  ,„„^^ 

JOHN  JOYCE. 

Tensaw,  November  1,  1796. 
I  do  hereby  assign  unto  George  Weekley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  my  right  and  title  to  the  tract  of  land,  houses, 
&c.  mentioned,  on  west  side  of  Alabama  river,  having  received  the  full  consideration  agreed  upon  between  Mr. 
Georae  Weekley  and  me.  _ 

^^^^  '  CORNELIUS  DUNN. 


\ 
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John  Randon  and  Cornelius  Dunn  were  brought  forward  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  intencated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  m  this  claim;  that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  ind 
inhabited  by  Cornelius  Dunn,  on  the  27th  day  of  February.  1795;  and  that  Michael  Skipper  was  at  that  time  twen 
ty-one  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Narciso  Broutin's  case,  No.  197  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  17  on  the  books  of  tlie  Register. 
Claim.— A.  right  to  eight  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  '  "' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1 803  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Washington  County,  Mississippi  Territory,  March  20,  1804. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Alabama  river  be'innine 
at  a  stake  corner,  running  north,  thirty  fourdegrees  east,  seventy-two  chains,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  soutli'  fifty- 
six  degrees  east,  sixty-three  chains  and  twenty-four  links,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  south,  twenty-s'even  decrees 
west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  chains,  to  a  corner  stake  on  Olive  Domie's  line:  thence,  north,  sixty-three  de- 
grees west,  forty-seven  chains,  on  the  aforesaid  line,  to  the  river;  thence,  with  the  river,  to  the  beginning-  contain- 
ing 800  acres:  is  claimed  by  Narciso  Broutin,  having  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artrficia^^as  are  re- 
presented in  the  plot  annexe;!.  Th.e  said  land  is  claimed  in  and  by  virfne  of  the  fir-Rt  section  of  the  said 'act  of  C:>p.- 
gress,  by  a  Spanish  grant  bearing  date  the  10th  January,  1794,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
to  be  recorded,  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  hereunto 
annexed. 

YOUNG  GAINS, 
Attorney  in  fact  for  Narciso  Broutin. 

Surveyed,  19th  March,  1801,  by  Timmas  Bilbo.    Chain  carriers,  Jo!iii  Johnson,  Fs^uire,  and  Joseph  Lawrence. 
The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  (bliowing  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

,     ^  ,  ^  Mobile,  December  22,  1793. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Intendant  General: 

Don  Narciso  Broutin,  lieutenant  of  militia,  of  this  place,  with  the  greatest  respects  to  your  excellency  re- 
presents and  says,  that,  between  the  tivn  rivers  Tombigbee  and  Alabama,  there  is  a  tract  of  twenty  acres  of 
land  front,  limited  on  the  north  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the  south  the  same,  which  land  is  vacant  and  Kin''*s  com- 
mons, and,  being  desirous  of  cultivating  the  same,  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  witTi  papers 
of  titles  necessary,  which  may  correspond  with  the  cession,  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 


His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  IntendA.nt  General: 


NARCISO  BROUTIN. 

Mobile,  December  33,  1793. 


By  information  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  jurisdiction,  the  land  abovementioned  is  vacant,  having  no  claim- 
ant, and  his  intention  is  to  cultivate  the  same.    Your  excellency  may  dispose  as  it  may  seem  best. 

MANUEL  DE  LA,NZOS. 

New  Orleans,  January  10,  1794.' 
The  Surveyor  General,  or  some  individual  n.-'.med  by  him  for  that  business,  shall  establish  that  part  of  twenty 
acres  front,  with  the  profoundei  (if  forty  acies,  ;.i  custn^nary,  ;;s  it  :-  v.ican  ,  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  pers;)n, 
at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regu- 
larly, in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  dur- 
ing which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settlin" 
the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me.  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 

Mobile,  February  2,  1794. 
Certifieth  this  is  a  copy  of  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
The  above  is  a  copy  ot  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  ORSONO. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side)  vol.  1,  page  66,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Cornelius  Dunn  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed, 
that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  by 
Narciso  Broutin,  or  to  his  use,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795;  that  the  said  Broutin  uas,<)n  the  10th  day  of 
January,  1794,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family;  that  the  said  Broutin  was,  on  the  27th 
day  of  October,  1795,  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Mobile,  and  that  his  principal  place  of  cultivation  was  on  the 
land  in  question;  that  he,  Dunn,  knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Heirs  or  John  Linder,  Jun.;  case  No.  198  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  12  on  the  books  of  the 
Register. 

Claim. — Arighttoeighthundredacres,by  virtueof  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  cast  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  of  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  rivers, 
and  west  side  of  Tensaw  lake,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  the  Alabama  river,  and  west  side  of 
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Tensaw  lake,  at  an  asli  and  maple;  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  chains, 
to  a  hickory  corner;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  west,  sixty-three  chains,  to  a  cypress  corner;  thence,  south, 
seventy-five  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  chains,  partly  on  Pine-log  creek,  to  a  boggy  gut  and 
stake-  thence,  down  the  Alabama  river  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  marks  and  forms,  both  natural  and  artifi- 
cial as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  eight  hundred  acres:  is  claimed  by  John  Mills,  attor- 
ney'i'n  fact  for  the  heirs  of  John  Linder,  Jun.  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all 
which  he  begsleave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOHN  MILLS, 

■•^  ^^   ,on.  For  the  hdrs  of  John  Linder,  Junior. 

March  26,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  10th  February,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  Mills  and  Francis  Killingworth. 
The  claimants  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

His  Excellency  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  Royal  army,  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  province  of 

the  Louisiana,  &c.  &c. 
John  Linder,  Jun.  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  petitions  and 
says,  there  is  found  on  the  Tensaw  river,  twenty  acres  of  vacant  land,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  said  river,  which 
land,  until  this  present,  never  had  any  proprietor:  he  prays  your  excellency  to  grant  him,  as  proprietor  of  said  land, 
with  the  profounder  as  customary,  and  deliver  him,  through  the  Secretary  of  Government,  the  corresponding  titles 
of  concession,  for  which  favor  from  your  excellency  the  petitioner  will  be  forever  thankful. 

JOHN  LINDER,  JuN. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  fixed  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mpbile  place  and  its 
jurisdiction,  certifies,  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  found  vacant  by  information  taken  to  that  effect,  from 
several  inhabitants  who  are  well  knowing  to  the  said  land,  for  which  I  sign  these  presents  the  day  and  date  above. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  May  2,  1788. 
The  commandant  will  inform  me  the  reasons  of  the  above  petitioner's  solicitingthat  tract  of  land,  and  whether 
he  is  in  great  necessity  for  it  or  not. 

MIRO. 

New  Orleans, /mie  3,  1788. 
The  commandant  of  Mobile  shall  establish  this  individual  on  the  twenty  acres  of  land  front  he  solicits,  with  the 
profounder,  as  customary,  of  forty,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing 
prejudice  to  neighbors,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory 
space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  after  which  period  it  cannot  be 
established,  this  grant  to  remain  null,  under  which  supposition  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on 
in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  May  14,  1798. 
Compared  with  the  original  existing  in  the  archives  of  this  place,  from  which  this  copy  was  drawn,  the  same  I 
certify. 

MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Th6  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy'Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish 
grant  or  writing  hereunto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804.— Attest:  Datid  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  50,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Joseph  Thompson  and  Moses  Sedham  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  John 
Linder,  Junior,  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  them  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  and  that  it  had  been  in- 
habited and  cultivated  ever  since;  that  they,  the  deponents,  believed  that  John  Linder,  Junior,  in  whose  name  the 
land  in  question  is  claimed,  was,  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1788,  the  head  of  a  family,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Question.  Does  or  does  not  the  improvement,  made  by  John  Linder,  Jun.  in  his  life-time,  and  by  his  heirs  since 
his  death,  extend  from  the  dwelling  houses  to  a  point  on  the  Alabama  river,  next  adjoining  the  head  of  the  Ten- 
saw  lake,  where  it  makes  out  of  the  Alabama. 

Answer  by  both.  It  does. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Benjamin  Hooven's  case.  No.  199  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  33  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  qf  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  Jhe  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  on  the 
Alabama  river,  beginning  on  a  peach  tree,  runs  south,  seventy-eight  degrees  west,  forty-two  chains,  to  a  cypress 
corner;  thence,  with  Pine-log  creek,  to  the  river;  thence,  south,  eighty-six  degrees  west,  twenty-four  chains, 
thence,  north,  thirty-nine  degrees  west,  fifty -four  chains;  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  eight  chains; 
thence,  south,  fifty-eight  degrees  west,  eight  chains  fifty  links;  south,  twenty-six  degrees  west,  eight  chains;  thence, 
south,  fourteen  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-six  degrees  east,  twenty-six  chains;  thence,  south,  fifty-four  degrees 
east,  to  boggy-gut;  thence,  with  the  gut  to  Mills's  corner;  thence,  north,  eighty-six  degrees  east,  and  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  chains,  to  a  wild  plum;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  west,  twenty  chains,  to  the  beginning,  containing 
five  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres;  having  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in 
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the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  Benjamin  Hooven,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  donation  right;  and  is  now  exhibited  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which 
he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

BENJAMIN  HOOVEN. 
March  26,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  22d  March,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.     Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Levi  Quails. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  vol.  1,  (on  the  east  side)  page  107,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  7?eg-is<er. 

John  Mills  and  John  Dunn  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board, 
deposed,  that  they'were  not  interested  in  this  claim,-  that  Benjamin  Hooven,  the  claimant,  settled  upon  the  land  in 
question,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1797;  and  had  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  that  the 
said  Hooven  was,  in  the  year  1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

JosiAH  Fletcher's  case.  No.  200  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  41  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  one  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursiiance  of  the  act  qf  Congress  passed  the  M  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  |side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  cut-ofF 
island,  commonly  called  Nanna  Hubba  isfaud,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  cotton  tree;  thence, 
south,  five  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty  chains,  to  a  gum;  thence,  south,  eighty-eight  degrees  west,  forty- 
eight  chains,  toa  stake;  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  east,  twenty-six  chains,  to  a  sassafras;  thence,  with  the  Ala- 
bama and  the  cut-oft"  to  the  beginning  cotton  tree;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as 
are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  one  acres:  is  claimed  by  Josiah  Fletcher,  in 
and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  as  a  donation;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOSIAH  FLETCHER,  his  xmark. 
March  27,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  20th  February,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Robert  Dunn. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  115,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Cornelius  Dunn  and  George  Weekley,  Junior,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  inter- 
rogated by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Josiah  Fletcher,  the  claim- 
ant, did,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1797,  cultivate  and  inhabit  the  land  in  question;  that  he  was  at  that  time  more 
than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Moses  Stedham's  case,  No.  201  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  34  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee,  on  Curry's  Lake, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  white  oak  on  the  lake,  and  runs  down  the  lake,  south,  forty  degrees 
west;  thence,  south,  six  degrees  west;  thence,  to  Pine  Log  creek,  to  a  cypress;  thence,  at  the  first  beginning 
corner,  and  running  with  George  Weekley's  line:  thence,  north,  sixty-eight  degrees  east,  to  a  black  oak  on  Mimms's 
line;  thence,  south,  twenty-two  degrees  east,  to  a  pine;  thence,  to  and  with  the  creek,  to  a  cypress;  and  hath  such 
shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  six  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  acres:  is  claimed  by  Moses  Stedham,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a 
donation;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.     To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

MOSES  STEDHAM,  his  x  mark. 

March  26,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  17th  February,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.     Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Benjamin  Hooven. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1.  page  108,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Cornelius  Dunn  and  Josiah  Fletcher  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Moses  Stedham,  the  claimant,  did,  in  the 
year  1797,  cultivate  and  inhabit  the  land  in  question;  and  that  he  was  at  that  time  more  than  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Cornelius  Du.nn's  case.  No.  202  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  40  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  inpicrsuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee,  on  the  waters  of 
Holly  creek,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  an  elm  corner,  and  runs  south,  twenty-four  chains,  to  a 
persimmon;  thence,  east,  one  hundred  and  three  chains  and  a  half,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  tweuty-five  degrees 
west,  twenty-nine  chains  fifty  links,  to  Holly  creek;  thence,  with  the  ^meanders  of  said  creek,  to  the  beginning; 
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and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres:  is  claimed  by  Cornelius  Dunn,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  said  act. 
as  a  pre-emption;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  re- 
corded as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

CORNELIUS  DUNN. 
March  27,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  18th  February,  1804,  by  John  Milliken. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  114,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Josiah  Fletcher  and  John  Randou  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Cornelius  Dunn,  the  claimant,  did,  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1803,  cultivate  and  inhabit  the  land  in  question,  and  that  he  was  at  that  time  more  than  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family.     ■  ' 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Randon's  case.  No.  203  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  37  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim A  donation  of  three  hundred  and  one  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  qf  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  Nan- 
na  Hubba  Island,  butting  on  the  river  Alabama,  beginning  at  two  willows,  and  running  south,  twenty-three  degrees 
east,  seventeen  chains,  twenty-five  links,  to  a  cypress;  thence,  south,  five  degrees  east,  fifteen  chains,  to  a  cotton 
tree;  thence,  south,  thirty-five  degrees  east,  forty-four  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  Alabama  river;  thence,  with  the 
Alabama  river,  to  the  beginning;  containing  three  hundred  and  one  acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks, 
both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer.  The  above 
tract  of  land  is  claimed  by  John  Randon,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  as  a 
donation. 

JOHN  RANDON. 

March  27,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  22d  February,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  carriers,  James  McConnell  and  William  Thomas. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  111,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Cornelus  Dunn  and  George  Weekley  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  John  Randon,  the  claimant,  did,  in  the  year 
1797,  cultivate  and  inhabit  the  land  in  question;  that  he  was  at  that  time  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  .and 
the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Wbekley*s  case.  No.  204  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  52  on  the  booksof  the. Register. 
C/aim.— A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act.  ■ 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  Words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appoiiiled  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  and  Alabama 
rivers,  beginning  on  Stedham's  lake^  and  runs  north,  eighty-eight  degrees  east,  forty-four  chains,  to  a  pine  corner: 
thence,  north,  sixty-eight  degrees  east,  thirty-two  chains,  to  a  black  oak;  thence,  south,  twenty-two  degrees  east, 
sixty-three  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  pine.on  Killingworth's  line;  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  seventy-four 
chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  west,  fifty-eight  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  due-west,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  chains,  to  Mimms's  corner,  on  Stedham's  lake;  thence,  with  the  lake,  to  the  beginning;  containing 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented 
in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by  George  Weekley,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  do- 
nation; and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  s;u(l  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

GEORGE  WEEKLEY. 

March  31,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  Jilarch  8,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  John  Ackworth  and  James  McConnell. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  122^  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Cornelius  Dunn  and  John  Randon  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  George  Weekley,  the  claimant,  did,  in  the 
year  1797,  cultivate  and  inhabit  the  land  in  question;  and  thit  he  was  at  that  time  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the 
head  of  a  tiamily.  ' 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Randon's  case.  No.  205  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  42  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  soutli  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  waters 
of  Holly  creek,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  Mimms's  pine  corner,  and  runs  west,  one  hundred  and 
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fifty-six  chains,  to  a  white,  nak  corner  on  Holly  creek;  tiience,  with  the  creek,  as  it  meanders,  thence,  east,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  chains,  to  a  gum;  thence,  south,  forty-five  chains,  to  the  beginning;  containing  six  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres,  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed:  is  claimed  by  James  Randon,  in  and  by  vii-tue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation;  and  is 
now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To 
all  which  lie  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Exhibited  to  the  Register  by  John  Randon,  for  his  brother  JAMES  RANDON 

March  27,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  27th  February,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  carriers,  James  McConnel  and  William  Thomas. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  115,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Cornelius  Dunn  and  George  Weekley  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  in  the  year 
1797;  that  the  claimant,  James  Randon,  lived  with  his  brother  John  Randon,  and  was  owner  of  part  of  the  slaves 
by  whom  the  cultivation  was  made  on  said  land;  and  that  said  James  was  at  that  time  more  than  twenty-one  years 
of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Weeklet's  case.  No.  206  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  62  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-eniption  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioner  a  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  pine;  running  thence,  north,  sixty-six  degrees  west,  fifly-two  chains,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  south,  twenty-four  degrees  west,  twenty-two  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  fifty  degrees  east,  twenty- 
seven  chains;  Ihence,  east,  forty  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  seventeen  degrees  west,  seventeen 
chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres:  claimed  by  William  Weekley,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  pre- 
emption, and  is  now  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 
March  31.  1804.  WILLIAM  WEEKLEY. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  24th  March,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  McConnel  and  Levi  Quails. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side)  vol.  1,  page  127,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

John  Mills  and  William  Pierce  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  William  Weekley,  the  claimant,  did,  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1803,  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  in  question,  and  that  he  was  at  that  time  the  head  of 
a  family,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age;  that  they  knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Benjamin  Stedham's  case.  No.  207  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  31  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee,  and  on  the  Alabama, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  cotton  tree,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  seventy  chains  fifty  links,  to  a 
stake;  thence,  north,  fifty-four  degrees  east,  thirty-seven  chains;  thence,  south,  thirty -five  degrees  east,  sixty-two 
chains,  to  the  river;  thence,  with  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artifi- 
cial, as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres:  is  claimed  by  Ben- 
jamin Stedham.  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Land  Ofiice  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

.,  n^   ,on.  BENJAMIN  STEDHAM,  his  X  mark. 

March  26,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  16th  February,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Sworn  chain  carriers,  Moses  Stedham  and  James  McConnel 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  106,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Josiah  Fletcher  and  John  Randon  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  about  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  ago,  Benja- 
min Stedham  commenced  the  improvement  of  the  land  in  question;  that,  in  the  year  1797,  cultivation  was  made  on 
said  land  by  Moses  Stedham,  his  son. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Jesse  Ross's  case,  representative  of  Abraham  Walker;  No.  208  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  36  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1603,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  qf  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  Hollow  creek,  east  side  of  Tombigbee  and  Ala- 
bama rivers,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  Hollow  creek,  at  an  ash  corner;  thence,  east,  fifty-six 
103  p 
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chains  fifty-seven  links,  to  a  gum;  thence,  south,  ninety-six  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  west,  seventy-six 
chains,  to  a  corner  stake  on  Hollow  creek;  thence,  up  the  meanders  of  said  creek,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such 
forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred 
and  thirty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Jesse  Ross,  legal  r«preseiitiitive  of  Abraham  Walker,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second 
section  of  this  act,  as  a  donation,  ajiid  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  ail  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed. 

JESSE  ROSS, 
March  27,  1804.  Legal  representative  of  Mruham  Walker- 

'  [Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  February  18th,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  Wiseman  Walker  and  Ezekiel  Reaves. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  '1,  page  110,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

George  Weektey  and  Cornelius  Dunn  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  and 
inhabited  by  Abraham  Walker  in  the  year  1797;  the  said  Walker  was  at  that  time  twenty -one  years  of  age;  and 
that  they  knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  tliat  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Lemuel  Henry's  case,  representative  of  John  Linder,  Senior;  No.  209  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  34 
on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Cte'm.^A  right  of  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first 
section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz; 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  rivers, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tensawlake,  on  the  Alabama  river,  on  an  ash  and  maple; 
thence,  down  said  lake,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  seventy-eight  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  south,  fif- 
teen degrees  east,  sixty-three  chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  seventy-eight 
chains,  across  Linder's  lake,  to  a  water  oak  corner;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  west,  sixty-three  chains,  to  the 
beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks, both  naturaliand  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed, 
containing  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres:  is  claimed  by  Lemuel  Henry,  legal  representative  of  John  Linder, 
Senior,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant,  and  is  now  exiiibited  to  the  Register  of  (he  I^and  Office  established  east 
of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the 
plot  herewith  filed. 

LEMUEL  HENRY, 

March  26,  1804.  .  Legal  representative  of  John  Linder,  Senior,  deceased. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  February  11th,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.     Chain  bearers,  Francis  Killingworth  and  James  Mills. 
The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  in  support  of  this  claim,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

His  Excellency  Estevan  Miro,  CoJonel  of  the  Royal  army.  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  province  of 

the  Louisiana,  &c.  &c. 
John  Linder,  father,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  tiie  greatest  respects  to  your  excellency,  petitions 
and  says,  there  are  found  on  Tensaw  river  twenty  acres  of  vdcant  land,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  said  river;  said 
land,  until  this  piesent,  never  had  any  proprietor.  He  prays  your  excellency  to  grant  him  as  proprietor  of  said 
land,  with  the  profounder,  as  customary,  and  order  the  despatches  from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  the  corre- 
sponding titles  of  concession;  for  which  favor  from  your  excellency  the  petitioner  will  be  forever  thankful. 

JOHN  LINDER. 
Mobile,  Jpril  33rf,  1788. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  the  fixed  Louisiana  regiment,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  this  place  and  its 
jurisdiction,  certifies,  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  found  vacant,  by  information  taken  to  that  effect  from 
several  inhabitants  ,who  are  well  knowing  the  said  land;  for  which  I  sign  these  presents,  the  day  and  date  above. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  May  2d,  1788.  • , 
The  commandant  will  infoi  .;i  the  reasons  the  above  petitioner  solicits  the  above  tract  of  land,  and  whether  he 
was  in  great  necessity  for  it  or  not.  i 

MIRO. 

New  Orleans,  June  3d,  1788. 
The  commandant  of  Mobile  shall  establish  this  individual  on  the  twenty  acres  of  land  front  he  solicits,  with  the 
profounder,  as  customary,  of  forty,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing 
prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  and  clearing  regularly,  in  the  peremptory 
space  of  one  year;  and  if  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years  the  land  is  not  settled,  after  which  period  it  cannot  be 
established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on 
in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me,  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

The  above  compared  with  the  original,  from  which  this  copy  was  drawn,  existing  in  these  archivfcs  under  my 
charge,  which  1  certify. 
Mo....,  May  nth,  1798.  MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant: 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

The  above  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  under  my  charge,  by  me. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant  or  writing 
hereto  annexed. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  31st,  18Q4.— Attest:  David  Paumelee  2d,  Clerk. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  85,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  foi' 

JOSEPH   CHAMBERS,  iJf^iVer. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John  Linder,  Senior,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  November, 
1800,  conveying  to  John  Mills  and  Mary,  his  wife,  all  the  said  Lintler's  right  and  title  to  the  land  described  in  said 
Spanish'warrant.  A  deed  was  also  exhibited,  from  John  Mills,  bearing  date  the  31st  day  of  May,  1803,  conveying 
to  Lemuel  Henry  all  the  said  John  Mills's  right  and  title  to  five  hundred  acres  of  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  front- 
ing on  the  Alabama  river,  with  the  improvements  matle  thereon. 

William  Pierce  and  Moses  Stedham  were  presented  as  \yitnesses.  and.  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  John  Linden,  Senior,  in  whose  name.the  land 
in  question  is  claimed,  cultivated  the  same  on  .the  27th  day  of  October,  1795;  that  they  believed  that  he  inhabited 
the  same  on  the  same  day  and  year;  that  they  well  recollected  that  he  resided  in  the  Mississippi  territory  on  the 
27th  day  of  October,  1795;  and  that  they  (lid  believe  that  John  Linder,  Senior,  was,  on  the  3(1  day  of  June,  1788, 
more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Mills,  representative  of  John  Linder,  Senior;  case  No.  210  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  23 
on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  two  hundred  and  ninety -nine  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the 
first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  iti  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or 
receiving  and  adjusting'  t/ie  claims  to  land  south  of  'Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  rivers, 
and  on  the  west  side  of  Tensaw  lake,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  black  oak,  north,  seventy-five 
degrees  east,  forty-seven  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  hickory  corner;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  east,  sixty-three 
chains,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  forty-seven  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence, 
north,  fifteen  degrees  west,  sixty-three  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres:  is  claimed 
by  James  Mills,  legal  representative  of  John  Linder,  Senior,  deceased,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  or 
order  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as 
directed  by  said  act.     To  all  which  he  begs  Jeave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Lemuel  Henry,  for 

March  26,  1804.  JAMES  MlLh^,  legal  representative  of  John  Linder,  Sen. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  February  11,  1804,  by  John  Mllliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  Mills  and  Francis  Killingworth. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  85,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  ^eg-isifer.  - 

The  Spanish  warrant,  together  with  the  deed  of  conveyance,  from  John  Linder,  Senior,  to  John  Mills,  and  the 
testimony  of  William  Pierce  and  Moses  Stedham,  recorded  in  the  preceding  case  of  Lemuel  Henry,  commenced 
in  page  814,  were  exhibited  and  applied  in  support  of  this  claim. 

The  claimant  also  exhibited  a  deed  from  John  Mills,  bearing  date  the  21st  day  of  May,  1803,  conveying  to  James 
Mills  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  said  John  Mills,  in  and  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Alabama  river,  and  the  east  end  of  a  tract  of  twenty  acres  front  on  said  river,  and  forty  back. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration, 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant. 

Tuesday,  M/j/ 14,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

William  Pierce  and  John  Pierce,  representatives  of  Francis  Ballard;  case  No.  211  on  the  docket  of  the 
Board,  and  No.  79  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  of  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  .acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

PleaBe  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  the  Alabama  river,  running  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  sixty  chains,  to  a  gum; 
west,  twenty-eight  chains;  south,  twelve  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  chains;  and  hath  such  forms 
and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  William  and  John  Pierce,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he 
begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

April  29,  1805.  WILLIAM  &  JOHN  PIERCE. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

The  claimants  presented  a  writing,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Mississippi  Territory,  May  30,  1801. 
This  is  to  certify,  that  I  have  sold  and  conveyed  to  Seth  Dean  all  my  right,  claim,  or  title  to  two  improvements, 
that  is  to  say,  the  place  where  I  now  live,  and  my  swamp-field  in  the  cut-otf,  and  all  claims  near  or  adjoining;  and 
for  the  above  land  and  privileges  I  have  received  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars:  As  witness  my  hand, 

FRANCIS  BALLARD,  [l.  s.] 
In  presence  of 

Joseph  Ogdon,  his  x  mark, 
Abraham  Walker,  his  X  mark, 
Andrew  McNeely. 
On  the  back  of  which  writing  is  an  endorsement,  as  follows,  viz: 

I  endorse  the  within  claims,  and  mine,  also,  to  Mr.  David  Allen,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 
Witness  my  hand,  this  7th  day  of  October,  1801. 

SETH  DEAN.  [l.  s.] 
Signed  in  presence  of 

MosBS  Stedham,  his  x  mark. 
Donald  McCoy. 
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Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page . 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimants  also  exhibited  a  deed  from  David  Allen,  bearing  date  the  25th  day  of  April,  1805,  conveying  to 
William  and  John  Pierce  all  the  said  Allen's  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  land  claimed  in  this  case. 

George  Weekley  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed, 
that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that,  some  time  in  the  year  1796,  he  moved  to  this  country,  and,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  same  year,  or  the  beginning  of  the  year  1797,  as  well  as  he  recollected,  Francis  Ballard  moved  to  this 
country,  and  commenced  the  cultivation  of  the  land  in  question  by  his  son-in-law  and  a  negro;  that  the  cultivation 
was  continued  about  three  or  fouryears,  when  the  said  Francis  Ballard  removed  to  the  Mississippi;  and  that  he  was, 
in  the  year  1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Shields's  case.  No.  212  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  58  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,/or  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  cotton  tree,  running  thence,  north,  forty  degrees  west,  fifty-six  chains,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  east, 
fifty-six  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  river;  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  the  river,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such 
forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred 
and  tliirty-two  acres:  is  claimed  by  Shields,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is 
now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said 
act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Mahch  31,  1804.  WILLIAM-  SHIELDS,  his  x  mark. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  February  14,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  earners,  John  Phillips  and  Charles  Woolf. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  125;  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes.  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

George  Weekley  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed, 
that  he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  as  well  as  he  recollected,  William  Shields,  early  in  the  year  1797, 
moved  from  Pensacola  to  Tensaw,  and  commenced  the  cultivation  of  the  land  in  question;  that  he  continued  to 
cultivate  the  same  for  about  four  or  five  years,  and  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  claim;  and  that  he  was,  at  that 
time,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  15th  instant. 

Wednesday^  May  15,  1805. 
*   The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Natt  Christmas,  representative  of  Michael  Hartlyj.case  No.  213  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  80  on 
the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river- 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  in  the  island  known  by  the  name  of  Nanna  Hubba, 
formed  by  the  cut-off  of  the  rivers  Tombigbee  and  Alabama,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  a  stake, 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  (thirty  chains  northwardly,  or  above  a  corner  already  fixed,  between  Ben- 
jamin Few  and  Sterling  Dupree,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,)  running  thence,  east,  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
chains,  to  the  Alabama  river;  thence,  down  the  bank  of  the  Alabama,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Fork  lake;  thence,  with 
the  margin  of  the  lake,  to  the  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river,  to  the  beginning:  containing 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Natt  Christmas,  as  representative  of  Michael  Hartly,  as  a  donatir>n,  by 
virtue  of  the  second  section  of  said  act,  and  is  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Ofiice  east  of  Pearl  river, 
to  be  recorded  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the 
plot  herewith  filed. 

April  30,  1805.  NATT  CHRISTMAS. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page . 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,   Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  Michael  Hartly,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  April,   1805,  conveying  to 
Natt  Christmas  all  the  said  Hartly's  right  and  title  to  said  tract  of  land. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callier,  representative  of  Joseph  Campbell;  case  No.  214  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  81  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyors  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  od  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  qjfthe  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  nearly  op- 
posite Fort  Stoddert,  beginning  ten  chains  below  the  bend,  running  eighty  chains  down  the  river,  thence,  so  as  to 
contain  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  in  a  square  tract,  is  claimed  by  James  Callier,  legal  representative  of  Joseph 
Campbell,  under  a  conveyance  from  said  Campbell,  and  acknowledged  by  Isabella  Campbell,  before  the  former 
Board  of  Commissioners,  sitting  at  Fort  Stoddert,  by  a  settlement  made  by  said  Isabella  Campbell,  in  1797. 

JAMES  CALLIER. 
April  30,  1805. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  east  side,  vol.  1,  page . 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
[Plot  omitted.] 
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Michael  Hartly  was  presented  as  a  witness,  antl,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed, 
that  he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  in  the  year  1797,  by  Mrs.  Trouiliet, 
widow  of  Pierre  or  Peter  Trouiliet,  and  that  she  was  at  that  time  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  "head  of  a  family. 

The  deed  of  conveyance  from  Joseph  Campbell  to  James  Callier,  which  was  exhibited  in  said  Callier's  case.  No. 
95,  and  noted  in  vol.  1,  page  407,  was  applied  in  support  of  this  case. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  16th  instant. 

Thursday,  Afay  16</j,  160.0. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Simeon  Wilks,  representative  of  James  Proctor;  case  No.  215  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  48  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim— A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  qf  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  Tensaw  lake,  on  the  east  side  of  Tombig- 
bee,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  hickory,  running  north,  eighty  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake; 
thence,  south,  ten  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  to  a  water  oak  on  the  lake;  thence,  north,  ten  de- 
grees west,  eighty  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully 
represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres:  is  claimed  by  Simeon  Wilks,  legal 
representative  of  James  Proctor,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  .second  section  of  the  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act,  to  all 
•which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

Simeon  Wilks,  legal  representative  of 

JAMES  PROCTOR. 
March  28,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  12th,  1804,  J,  Milliken.     Sworn  chain  carriers,  James  M'Connell  and  Levi  Quails. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  writing  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit:  Know  all  men  by  these  presents, 
that  I,  James  Proctor,  have  given  up  possession  and  all  my  claim  of  the  improvement  that  Simeon  Wilks  now  lives 
«n,  to  him  the  said  Wilks,  for  his  proper  use.    Given  under  my  hand,  this  15th  day  of  January,  1803. 

JAMES  PROCTOR. 
Witness,  Richard  Coleman,  his  X  mark. 

Entered  on  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  119,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Richard  Coleman  and  Joseph  Stiggins  were  presented  as  witnesses,,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  James  Proctor  did,  in  the  year  1797,  actually 
inhabit  and  cultivate  the  laud  in  question;  and  that  he  was  at  that  tnne  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a 
family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Collins,  representative  of  Charles  Conway;  case  No.  216  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  51 
on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Peart  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  bounded  to 
the  west  by  Tensaw  lake;  to  the  south  by  John  Weekley's  land;  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands;  and  hath 
such  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containin^g  six  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  acres,  is  claimed  by  William  Collins,  under  and  in  virtue  of  a  donation  right,  now  delivered  to  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  the  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  diiected  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he 
begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

W.  BuFORD,  for 

WILLIAM  COLLINS. 
March  31,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  21,  18C4.    Sworn  chain  bearers,  James  M'Connell  and  Levi  Quails. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  121,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Richard  Coleman  and  Joseph  Stiggins  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Charles  Conway  did  not  inhabit  or  cultivate 
the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1797.  The  said  Coleman  liirther  testified,  that,  as  well  as  he  recollected,  the  land 
was  cultivated  in  the  year  1797,  but  by  whom,  or  for  whose  use,  he  did  not  know.  The  said  Stiggins  also  testified, 
that,  as  well  as  he  recollected,  Richard  Hawkins  settled  upon  the  land  in  question,  in  the  year  179S. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Weekley,  representative  of  James  Farr;  case  No.  217  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  50  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  bounded 
to  the  west  by  Tensaw  lake,  and  to  the  south  by  Richard  Coleman  and  Simeon  Wilks,  and  hath  such  marks,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres:  is 
claimed  by  John  Weekley,   under  and  in  virtue  of  a  right  of  a  donation,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
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Office,  established  east  of  the  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  the  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to 
refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herevvith  filed. 

W.  BuFORD,  for 
March  31,  1804.  JOHN  WEEKLEY   . 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  21,  1804,  by  J.  Milliken.     Swdrii  chain  carriers,  James  McCoimell  and  L6vi  Quails. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol    1,'page  190,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  iJegw^er. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  James  Farr,  bearing  date  the  14th  day  of  March,  1804,  conveying  to  John 
Weekley  all  the  said  Farr's  right  and  claim  to  the  said  tract  of  land. 

Joseph  Stiggins  and  Richard  Coleman  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  James  Farr  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate 
the  land  in  question,  in  the  year  1797;  that  he  was  at  that  time  twenty -orte  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  familyi 
and  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Webber's  case.  No.  218  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  55  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act.  ' 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  ike  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1803, /or  r«- 
ceiving  ami  adjusting  the  claims  lo  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, beginning  at  a  stake,  running  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence-,  north,  eighty  chains,  to  a  hickory;  thence, 
west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,eighty  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natu- 
ral and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Wil- 
1am  Webber,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot 
herewith  filed. 

W.  BuFORD,  for 
March  31,  1804.  ,  WILLIAM  WEBBER. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  124,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Joseph  Stiggins  and  Richard  Coleman  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  William  Webber  cultivated  and  inhabited 
the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1797,'and  that  he  was  at  that  time  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family: 
that  they  knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Fanny  Steel's  case.  No.  219  oti  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  54  en  the  books  of  the  Registeh 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  her  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  .  •  '  . 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  liver  Tombigbee,  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Tensaw  lake,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant'.land,  and  hath  such  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plotannexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  fortyacres:  is  claimed  by  Frances  Steel,  un- 
der and  in  virtue  of  a  donation  right,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  the  Pearl 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  fehehcgs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  toa  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed. 

W.  BuFORD,  fpr 

FRANCES  STEEL. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  17th,  1804,  by  J.  Milliken.    Chain  carriers.  James  M'Connell  and  Levi  Quails. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  123,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Joseph  Stiggins  and  Reuben  Dyer  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Fanny  Steel  did,  in  the  year  1797,  actually  in- 
habit and  cultivate  the  land  in  question;  and  that  she  was,  at  that  time,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a 
family;  and  that  they  knew  of  no  interfering  claims. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Jordan  Proctor's  case.  No.  220  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  44  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  180Z,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee,  on  lake  Tensaw, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  a  hickory  on  the  lake,  south,  sixty-one  degrees  west,  eighteen  chains 
fifty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  twenty-eight  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  chains;  thence,  north, 
sixty-one  degrees  east,  eighteen  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  lake:  thence,  with  the  meanders  of  the  lake,  to  the  begin- 
ning, and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  con- 
taining six  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres:  is  claimed  by  Jordan  Proctor,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  oi 
the  said  act  of  Congress,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of 
Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot 
herewith  filed. 
March  28,  1804.  ,^,  ^       .^^  ,  ^  JOI^DAN  PROCTOR. 

'  [Plot  omitted.] 


1809.]  LAND    CLAIMS    IN    THE    MISSISSIPPI   TERRITORY. 


819 


Surveyed  March  13,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Levi  Quails. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  116,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Begisler. 

_OSeDh  StiaffinS  and   Kinhard  (Inliimnn  wprp   TirpaanfpH  na  witnocopc    r,nA 

the 
thel 
that  I 

some  time  in  the  latter  end  of  the  yeaV  1797,  oAhe  beginning  of  n98.  he  pass'edVy  thrpiMtl-i'tion  of  Jordan  Proc- 
tor, and  saw  the  said  Proctor  at  work  m  his  held;  that,  from  appearances,  he,  Stiggins,  did  suppose  that  there  had 
been  some  lanil  cleared  and  cultivated  previous  to  that  timej  and  that  the  said  Proctor  was.  at  ihat  time  twentv- 
one  years  ot  age.  '  •' 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Heirs  of  Michael  Milton;  case  No.  221  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  21  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  eleven  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  asurveyor's  plot  of  tlie  land  claimed,  \n  the  followln<-  woj-ds 
and  figures,  to  wit:         •  '.  ,  ,  ^ 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  iti  pursuance  Of  the  act  of  Congress  pnssed  the  Sddai/  of  March,  190.^  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river.       ' 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  lake  Tensaw,  on  the  east  side  of  Tom-  ■ 
bigbee,  beginning  on  the  lake,  and  running  with  it,  north,  eighty-five  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight 
chains  fifty  links,  to  a  mulberry;  thence,  south,  eighteen  degrees  east,  thirty-eight  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  sweet  goin- 
thence,  south,  seventy-eight  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  sixty  chains,  to  a  dogwood;  thence,  north   thirteen  de- 


plot  herewith  filed. 

BENJAMIN  HOOVEN, 

Tor  /he  heirs  of  Michael  Milton. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  8,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Levi  Quails. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  76,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Reuben  Dyer  and  Joseph  Stiggins  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  MichaelMilton  did,  in  the  year  1797,  actually 
inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land-in  question;  and  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of 
a  family;  and  that  they  knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Reuben  Dyer's  case,  No.  222  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  46  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim, — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  being  part  of 
an  island,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  the  forks  of  Tensaw  lake  and  river,  at  a  water  oak;  running 
thence,  north>  ten  degrees  west,  forty  chains;  thence,  north,  forty-four  degrees  west,  thirty-three  chains;  thence, 
north,  seventy-six  degrees  west,  thirty-seven  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-two  degrees  west,  thirty-nine  chains; 
thence,  norths  fifty-five  degrees  west,  nineteen  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  twenty-four  degrees  west,  twenty- 
five  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  forty-one  degi'ees  west,  twenty-four  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty-six  degrees 
west,  ten  chains;  thence,  south,  thirty-four  degrees  east,  twenty-three  chains;  thence,  south,  fourteen  degrees  east, 
thirty-three  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-six  degrees  east,  twenty-one  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty  degrees  west, 
sixteen  chains;  thence,  south,  fifty  degrees  west,_  seventeen  chains,  to  a  water  oak;  thence,  south,  eighty-nine  de- 
crees east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  chains  fifty  links,  to  the  beginning,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
having  such  shape,  forms,  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by 
Reuben  Dyer,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office,  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer, 
as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

REUBEN  DYER. 

March  28, 1804. 

[Plot  omitted.]  '     • 

Surveyed,  March  20,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Levi  Quails. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  117,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Joseph  Stiggins  and  Reuben  Dyer  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  tleposed.  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Reuben  Dyer,  the  claimant,  did,  in  the  year 
1797,  cultivate  the  land  in  question,  and  had  continued  to  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  that,  from  its  being  fre- 
quently covered  with  water,  it  was  rendered  unfit  to  reside  on:  that  the  said  Dyer  was,  at  that  time,  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family;  and  that  they  knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Richard  Coleman's  case.  No.  223  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  45  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  qf  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  on  the  Ten- 
saw  lake,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  black  oak,  and  running  thence,  north,  sixty-four  degrees  east. 
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fifty-six  chains  fifty-seven  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  twenty  six  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  chains 
fourteen  links  to  a  maple  and  bay;  thence,  south,  sixty-four  degrees  west,  thirty-six  chains,  to  the  lake;  thence, 
with  the  lake, 'south,  thirty-one  degrees  east,  eighty-nine  chains,  to  the  beginning,  and  hath  such  forms  and  tnarks, 
both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  atinexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  thirty  four'acres: 
is  claimed  by  Richard  Coleman,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  nov¥ 
exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

For  Richard  Coleman, 

JOSEPH  STIGGINS. 
March  28,  1804.  ,  , 

[Plotomitted.] 

Surveyed,  March  12,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  LeviQualls. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  117,  by  Edward  Lijoyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Eegister. 

Joseph  Stiggins  and  Benjamin  Pyburn  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  uo  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Richard  Coleman,  the  claimant,  did,  in  the 
year  1797,  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  in  question;  and  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Stiggins's  case;  No.  224  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  43  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words  and 
figures,  to  wit;  '     _ 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  tile  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  lennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  on  a  water  oak  on  Coleman's  or  Tensaw  lake,  running  thence,  north,  thirty-two  degrees 
west,  ten  cTiains;  thence,  north,  ten  degrees  west,  eighteen  chains,  to  a  red  bay  tree;  thence,  up  the  meanders  of  said 
Tensaw  or  Stiggins's  lake,  to  a  bay,  and  on  to  a  water  oak  corner;  thence,  south,  fifty-five  degrees  east,  twenty-four 
chains,  to  a  corner  stake;  thence,  south,  sixty-one  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  chains,  to  the  begin- 
ning, being  part  of  an  island,  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in 
the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres:  is  claimed  by  Joseph  Stiggins,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of 
Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot 
herewith  filed. 

JOSEPH  STIGGINS. 

March  28,  1804.  • 

[Plot  omitted.]  .       ■ 

Surveyed  March  10,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  Jarhes  McC6nnell  and  Lfevi  Quails. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  116,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Richard  Coleman  and  Reuben  Dyer  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  Joseph  Stiggins,  the  claimant,  did,  in  the  year 
1797,  cultivate  the  land  in  question;  and  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a 
family;  that  they  knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Cockram,  representative  of  Samuel  Lyons;  case  No.  225  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  47  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  fortjr  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  survej'or's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  woids  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  hi  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee,  on  lake  Tensaw, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  a  cypress,  and  running,  north,  seventy-three  degrees  east,  eighty  chains; 
thence,  north,  seventeen  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  south,  seventy -three  degrees  west,  eighty 
chains,  to  a  tupelo  gum;  thence,  south,  seventeen  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  the  beginning;  containing  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  having  such  shape,  forms,  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot 
annexed:  is  claimed  by  James  Cockram,  legal  representative  of  Samuel  Lyons,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  donation,  and 
is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  ■  To 
all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JAMES  COCK.RAM,  his  x  mart, 
March  28,  1804.  Legal  representative  of  Santuel  Lyons. 

[Plot  omitted.]  '  ' 

Surveyed  March  26,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  Levi  Quails  and  John  Milliken. 
The  claimant  exhibited  a  writing  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Washington  County,  May  29, 1802. 
Received  of  James  Cockram  forty  dollars,  in  full,  for  all  my  claim  to  the  house  and  improvements  on  which  I 
now  live,  together  with  all  the  crop  now  growing  on  said  improvement,  w|iich  1  have  this  day  sold,  and  am  ready 
to  deliver  to  him  when  called  for.  .  • 

SAMUEL  LYONS,  his  x  mark. 
Witness,  Elijah  Smith. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  118,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes^  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Reuben  iJyer,  Joseph  Stiggins,  and  Benjamin  Pyburn,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and 
interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim.  The  said  Stiggins  further 
testifier,  that  Samuel  Lyons  did,  in  the  year  1797,  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  in  question,  and  continued 
to  rjltivate  the  same  until  his  death,  which  happened,  as  well  as  he  recollected,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1803;  and 
that  he  was,  in  1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 
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The  said  Pyburn  also  deposed,  that  Samuel  Lyons  did  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  in  question;  but  in  what 
year,  he,  Pyburn,  did  not  recollect.;  that  Lyons  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family 

The  said  Dyer  lurther  testified,  that  Samuel  Lyons  did,  in  the  year  1797.  actually  inhabit  and  culti'vate  th.e  land 
in  question;  and  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Samuel  Trend's  case.  No.  226  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  57  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A.  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  Zd  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  udjmling  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  and  Alabama 
rivers,  in  the  county  of  ^Vashington,  beginning  at  a  stake,  running  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  east,  eighty  chains, 
to  a  cypress,  on  Pine-log  creek;  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south, 
filteen  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  across  said 
creek,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artnicial,  as  arc  fully  represented  in  the 
plot  annexed;  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Samuel  Trend,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second 
section  of  this  act,  as  a  donation;  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  office,  established  east  of  Pearl 
river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  here- 
with filed. 

Wm.  Shields,  his  x  mark,  for 
March  31,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.]  SAMUEL  TREND. 

Surveyed  February  15,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  William  McDamel  and  James  Mills. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  125,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

William  Pierce  and  Joseph  Stiggius  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  in  question  was  actually  inhabitecl  and 
cultivated  by  Samuel  Trend,  in  the  year  1797;  and  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head 
of  a  family;  that  the  lands  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Francis  Killingworth  interfere  with  this  claim.. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Buford,  representative  of  Conrad  Selhoof;  case  No.  227  on  llie  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  25  oh 
the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  eight  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the 
act.  .  . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Register  appointed  In  pursicance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  recording 
claims  to  the  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please!  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  bounded 
■  to  the  south  and  southwest  by  Tensaw  river,  and  hath  such  natural  marks  as  are  represented  by;  a  Spanish  warrant  of 
survey  hereunto  annexed;  containing  eight  hundred  acres,  or  twenty  acres  front  on  said  river,  and.  forty  back; 
granted  to  Conrad  Selhoof,  and  transferred,  by  legal  conveyances,  to  the  present  claimant  William  Buford.  The 
Register  will  further.please'to  take  notice,  that  the  said  tract  of  land,  including  Piney  island,  is  at  this  time  so  covered 
by  water,  that  an  accurate  survey  cannot  be  made  on  the  same;  and  that,  when  a  proper  board  shall  be  appointed 
for  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  lying  in  that  part  of  Washington  county,  the  claimant  will  exhibit  the  necessary 
plot  and  other  documents  to  establish  the  said  claim. 

W.  BUFORD,  Claimant. 
March  31,  1804.  [Plot  omitted.] 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz: 

His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  Royal  army.  Governor  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana,  &c. 

Conrad  Selhoof,  inhabitant  of  Mobile  jurisdiction,  with  great  respect  to  your  excellency,  says,  that  there  is  found 
a  tract  of  land  on  Tensaw  river,  containing  twenty  acres,  by  the  name  of  Pine  island;  which  land,  until  now,  never 
had  any  proprietor;  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  and  deliver  him  the  titles  necessary 
from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  forever  be 
thankful.  ' 

CONRAD  SELHOOF. 

Mobile,  January  15,  1788. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  in  the  Louisiana  regiment  of  fixed,  commandant  civil  and  military  of  said  place  and 
its  jurisdiction,  certified,  that  the  land  the  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  by  information  taken  from  different  inhabi- 
tants, who  are  well  informed  of  said  place,  for  which  I  sign  at  said  place  the  day  and  date  above  mentioned. 

VICENT  FOLCH, 

New  Orleans,  February  9,  1788. 
Thesurveyor  of  this  province,  Don  LaveauTrudeau,  shall  establish  that  part  of  land  of  twenty  acres  front,  which 
the  petitioner  solicits,  with  its  profounder  of  forty,  as  customary;  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing  prejudice  to  any  neigh- 
bors, at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition;  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing 
regularly,  in  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  is  not  settled,  after 
which  period  it  cannot  be  established,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition,  the  business  of  settling 
the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  to  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  .4pn7  4, 1788. 
Certifies  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  in  the  office  at  this  place. 

.  SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSAYE,  Public  Notary. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish'grant. 

THOS.  PRICE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office  under. my  charge,  by  me, 

JdAQ.  DE  ORSONO.  [l.  s.] 
104  p 
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I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  inteipreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly 
swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant, 
or  writing  hereto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804. — Attest:  David  Pakmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Upon  the  back  of  said  order  of  survey,  there  are  two  writings  or  conveyances  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Cornelius  McCurtin,  by  virtue  of  a  power  of  attorney  to  me  given  by 
the  widow  Colate,  of  New  Orleans,  have  made  over  unto  John  Linder,  Esquire,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  forever^ 
the  within  grant,  with  all  the  rights  and  titles  of  said  Madam  Colate.  Given  under  my  hand  this  10th  day  of  March, 
1794.    As  by  power  of  attorney  from  the  widow  Colate. 

CORNELIUS  MoCURTIN. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  John  Linder,  Esquire,  Senior,  have  hereby  bargained  and  sold  unto  John 
Linder,  Junior,  the  within  premises,  or  his  heirs,  executors,  adininistrators,  and  assigns,  forever,  for  which  I  here- 
by warrant  and  defend  against  all  persons  whatsoever,  or  my  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  for  value 
received;  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  llth  day  of  June,  1798. 

JNO.  LINDER. 
Witnesses,  James  McAlpine,  .      . 

John  Mills. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  91,  by-EnwARD  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The. claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  John  Linder,  duly  executed,  and  bearing  date  the  24th  day  of  October,  1803, 
conveying  to  William  H.  Buford  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest,  of  tiie  said  Linder  in  said  tract  of  land,  and  the 
improvements  thereon  made.  . 

Reuben  Dyer,  Joseph  Stiggins,  and  Richard  Coleman,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and 
interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposeil,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  -this  claim.  The  s^id  Stiggins  also  deposed, 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  this  claim  but  from  hearsay. 

The  said  Dyer  also  deposed,  that  Mr.  Collett,  many  years  past,  lived  upon  the  land  in  question;  that  he.  Dyer, 
knew  of  no  person,  either  by  the  name  of  Collett  or  Selhoof,  being  on  said  land,  in  the  year  1795;  that  the  person 
called  Collett  was,  when  he  knew  him,  an  elderly  man;  and  that  the  said  Collett  died  on  the  land  in  question;  and. 
that  an  inventory  of  his  estate  was  taken  by  Robert  Lard. 

The  said  Coleman  also  deposed,  that,  as  .well  as  he  recollected,  John  Linder,  Senior,  in  the  year  1795,  informed 
him  that  lie  had  the  land  in  question  in  cultivation,  but  that  he,  Coleman,  did  not  know  it  of  his  own  knowledge. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  18th  instant. 

Saturday,  May  18,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adam  Hollinger's  case.  No.  228  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  16  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  and  five-tenths  of  an  acre,  under  the  first  section  of  the 
act.  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  or  order  of  survey. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  east  of  the  river  Tombigbeej  butting  an(,l  bounding 
as  follows,  viz:  beginning  at  a  tupelo  gum,  on  the  bank  of  the  Cut-oiF;  thence,  down  the  meanders,  to  the  mouth  of 
said  Cut-off,  to  a  willow;  thence,  down  the  liver  Tombigbee,  to  a  maple  corner;  thence,  north,  eighty-six  degrees 
east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains,  fifty-three  links;  thence,  a  straight  line,  to  the  beginning;  bounded  by 
Tombigbee  river  on  the  west,  and  northwardly  by  the  Cut-oft',  on  the  other  sides  by  vacant  land:  is  claimed  by  Adam 
Hollinger,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant  or  order  of  survey  granted  to  Adam  Hollinger,  as  may  appear  by 
the  original  grant  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be 
recorded  agreeably  to  that  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

W.  CARMAN,  Attorney  for  Adam  Hollinger. 
Fort  Stoddeiit,  March  21,  180^. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Said  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

'Slomi.v.,  Decemlier  24,  1794. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General: 

Adam  Hollinger,  inhabitant  of  this  jurisdiction,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  represents  before  your  excel- 
lency and  says,  that,  within  the  district  of  Tombigbee  exists  and  is  tw^enty-five  acres  of  vacant  land,  on  a  creek 
called  Boukanonga.  and  on  the  right  hand  of  said  creek,  up  the  river.  Said  land  has  no  proprietor;  and  having  slaves 
in  number  sufficient  to  cultivate  the  same,  he  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  above  petition,  with  papers 
necessary  from  the  Secretary  of  Government,  which  may  correspond  with  the  concession,  for  which  favor  he  will 
be  forever  thankful. 

ADAM  HOLLINGER. 

Mobile,  December  27,  1794. 
His  excellency  the  Governor  General  of  these  provinces,  by  inforination  from  the  old  settlers  of  said  river,  it 
appears  that  the  land  the  above  petitioner  solicits  is  vacant,  and  has  no  proprietor,  and  the  number  of  slaves  in 
possession  of  the  above  petitioner,  it  suffers  no  difficulty  in  granting  the  above  petition,  as  it  may  seem  best. 

.   MANUEL  DELANZOS. 

New  Orleans,  Januaiy  30th,  1795. 
The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudeau,  or  some  other  named  by  him,  shall  establish  the 
petitioner  on.the  twenty-five  acres  of  land  front,  with  the  profounder,  as  customary,  of  forty  acres  back,  as  it  appears 
vacant,  and  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road  and  clearing 
regularly,  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  laud  is  not  settled, 
during  which  period  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition  the  business  of  settling, 
the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  me  to  provide  the  interested  party  with  titles  in  form. 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 
Mobile,  February  16,  1795. 
Registered.  Certifieth  the  above  is  a  copy  of  the  original  concession,  that  remains  in  these  archives,  under  my 

*'''^'^^'  MANUEL  DE  LANZOS. 
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The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOS.  PRICE. 

liie  above  was  compared  exact  witli  the  original  in  this  office,  by  me, 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.j 

I,  ThomasPnce,ofthepostof  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly  swear 
by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  iaithful  translation  of  tlie  Spanishgrant  or  wri- 
ting hereto  annexed. 

THOS.  PRICE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  31st,  1804.— Attest:  David  Paioielee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  G-2,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  RegUter. 

John  Jacob  Abner  and  Josepli  Bates,  senior,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interro- 
gated by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  year  1795,  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Watkins  cultivated  the  land  in  question,  as  a  tenant  at  will  of  Adam  Hollinger;  that,  in  the  same  year,  in 
the  month  of  August,  Adam  Hollinger  commenced  a  clearing  on  the  land,  by  his  overseer  and  hands,  and  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  same  year  removed  himself  and  family  to  the  place  where  he  now  lives;  that  the  said  land  had  been 
cultivated  by  the  said  Hollinger  ever  since,  and  that  Adam  Hollinger  was,  at  that  time,  twenty-one  years  of  a^e 
and  the  head  of  a  family.  ■  °' 

The  Board  ordered  the  case  to  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Bates,  Senior's,  case.  No.  229  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  26  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  one  thousand  acres,'  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the 
act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803.  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  Tombigbee  river,  beginning  on 
a  cedar  post  on  said  east  bank;  running  thence  with  Thomas  Bates,  Junior's,  line,  south,  forty-five  degrees  east, 
eighty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  forty-five  degrees  east,  sixty-four  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  forty- 
live  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  forty-five  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence, 
north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  east,  sixteen  chuiPiS,  to  a 
stake;  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  eighty  chains,  to  a  cedar  post  on  the  bank  of  the  i-iver;  thence  up 
the  river  the  courses  4nd  distances,  as  laid  dovvn  in  the  plot,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  forins  and  marks,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one  thousand  acres:  is  claimed  by 
Joseph  Bates,  Senior,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office, 
established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOSEPH  BATES,  Senior. 
March  23,  1804: 

tPlot  omitted.] 

r 
Surveyed  March  19th,  1804,  by  Natt  Christmas.    Chain  bearers,  Sterling  Dupree  and  Thomas  Bates. 
The  claimant  exhibited  an  order  of  stirvey  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Mobile,  July  20th,  1795. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General: 

Joseph  Bates,  inhabitant  of  this  district,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  your  excellency,  represents  and  says,  there 
is  a  tract  of  vacant  land,  situate  on  Tombigbee  river,  in  distance  about  eighteen  leagues  from  this  place,  limited  on 
the  north  by  land  of  John  Turnbulls,  and  on  the  south  by  vacant  land  facing  my  ovvn  plantation;  and,  being  necessi- 
tated for  land  to  cultivate,  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  twenty-five  acres  front,  with  its  profounder  of  forty, 
as  customary;  the  said  land  never  had  any  proprietor.  He  begs  your  excellency  to  grant  the  above  petition,  with 
orders  to  the  Secretary  to  deliver  him  the  corresponding  concession;  for  which  favor  he  will  be  forever  thankful. 

JOSEPH  BATES. 

Mobile,  July  2~th,  1795. 
His  excellency  the  Governor  General  of  this  province,  by  information  from  the  inhabitants  of  that  settlement, 
the  land  is  vacant,  and  of  consequence  King's  commons:  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  you  may  dis- 
pose as  it  may  seem  best. 

New  Orleaxs,  August  18,  1795. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  some  individual  named  by  him  for  that  business,  shall  establish  that 
part  of  land,  of  twenty-five  acres  front,  vvith  its  profounder  of  forty  acres,  as  customary,  as  it  is  vacant,  not  causing 
prejudice  to  any  neighbors,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  above  petition,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making 
the  road  and  clearing  regularly  in  the  peremptory  space  of  one  year;  and  if,  at  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the 
land  is  not  settled,  during  which  pericid  it  cannot  be  alienated,  this  grant  to  remain  null;  under  which  supposition, 
the  business  of  settling  the  limits  will  be  carried  on  in  the  tract,  and  remitted  rae  to  provide  the  interested  party 
with  titles  in  form. 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 

Mobile,  March  G,  1804. 
This  is  a  copy  compared  with  the  original  in  this  office  under  my  charge. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO.  [l.  s.] 
The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  ths  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly  sweai- 
by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant  or  writ- 
ing hereto  annexed.  . 

FHOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21st,  1804. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  on  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  2,  page  95,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  beingduly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  plot  ex- 
hibited to  the  Board  by  Joseph  Bates  with  his  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  which  included  the  improvement  and  cleared 
lands  of  the  claimant;  that  an  actual  survey  of  the  river  or  front  of  this  land  was  made,  and  a  few  chains  on  the 
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upper  and  lowei-  lines  running  out  from  the  river;  tiiat,  in  consequence  oflvigli  water,  it  was  impossible  to  complete 
the  survey,  except  by  plotting  the  same.  _  ,   ,    .       ,  , 

Adam  Bollinger  and  John  Jacob  Abner  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  beuig  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim.  The  said  Abner  testified  further,  that,  in  the 
year  1791,  he  was  at  Joseph  Bates,  Senior's,  and  saw  considerable  improvements  and  cultivation  on  the  land  in  ques- 
tion; that  he,  the  said  Bates,  had  continued  to  cultivate  thereon  ever  since;  that  he  was,  on  the  18th  day  of  August, 
1795,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  afamily. 

The  said  HoUioger  also  deposed,  that  Joseph  Bates,  Senior,  cultivated  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1795;  and 
had  continued  to  cultivate  the  same  ever  since;  that,  on  the  18th  day  of  August,  1795,  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  the  head  of  a  iiimily.  _  ,  ,    ■ 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Richard  Titrvin's  case,  No.  330  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  20  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— K  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act.- 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance' of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1S03,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  beginning  on  a  maple  standing  on  the  bank  of  Tombigbee  river,  at  Adam  Bollinger's  corner,  run- 
ning downthe  bank  of  said  river  south,  forty  degrees  cast,  thirty-eight  chains,  to  a  lake;  continued  two  chains  fur- 
ther to  an  oak  corner;  thence,  .along  the  banks  of  the  river  south,  nine  degrees  east,  twenty  chains;  thence,  south, 
nine  degrees  west,  fifteen  chains;  thence,  south,  forty-nine  degrees  west,  five  chains;  south,  forty-two  degrees  west, 
seven  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  swamp  oak  corner;  thence,  to  Thomas  Bates,  Junior's,  line;  thence,  south,  forty- 
five  degrees  east,  thirteen  chains,  to  an  ash  station  at  the  edge  of  the  Swamp,  continued  in  all  eighty-four  chains,  to  a 
stake;  thence,  north,  forfy-'five  degrees  east,  seventy-seven  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  forty- 
five  degrees  west,  eighty-nine  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  such  fornis  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
as  are  fiilly  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  is  claimed  by  Richard  Turvin, 
in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  said  act^as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river.  To  all  wJiich  he  begs  leave  to  reler,  and  ito  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said 
act;  also  to  :i  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

RICBARD  TURVIN,  his  X  mark. 
March  2G,  1804.  ■        . 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  February  22d,  1804,  by  Natt  Christmas.    Chain  bearers,  Thomas  Bates,  Jolin  Barnet. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  74,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

^  JOSEPB  CBAMBERS,  Register. 

John  Jacob  Abner  and  Adam  Bollinger  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  in  question  was  not  cultivated 
until  the  year.  1798.  ... 

The  Board  ordered  the  case  to  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Samuel  Mims's  claim,  No.  231  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  85  on.  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim.— A  donation  of  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  seption  of  the  act.     • 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1603,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  the  Alabama  river,  or  Cut-off",  at  a  sweet  gum;  south,  five  degrees  east,  one 
hundred  and  nine  chains;  south,  eighty-five  degrees  west,  seventy-one  chains,  at  a  stake;  north,  five  degrees  west, 
eighty  chains,  at  a  stake:  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the 
plot  annexed,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres:,  is  claimed  by  Samuel  Mims-.  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  donation, 
and  is  now  exh.ibited  to'the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed 
by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also' to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

W.  Pierce,  for 


April  29,  1805. 

[Plot  omitted..] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side.)  vol.  1,  page  237. 


SAMUEL  MIMS. 


JOSEPB  CBAMBERS,  Register. 


William  Pierce  and  Adam  Bollinger  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sv.orn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  d^eposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Samuel  Mims  did,  m  the  year  1797,  actually, 
cultivate  the  land  in  question,  lying  in  Nanna  Bubba  Island;  that  he  was  at  that  time  twenty-one  years  ot  age,  and 
the  head  of  a  fiimily;  and  that  they  knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callier,  representative  of  Joseph  Campbell;  case  commenced  in  page  816. 

Joseph  Bates,  Sen.  and  John  Jacob  Abner,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  arid,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  and  the  said  Bates  testified,  that  the  land 
in  question  was  cultivated  in  the  year  1797,  by  hands  belonging  to  Isabella  Trouillet,  widow  of  Peter  Trouillet: 
that  he  did  not  know  whether  Mrs.  Trouillet  resided  on  the  bluff',  opposite  the  landin  question  at  that  time,  or 
■whether  she  was  then  living  in  the  town  of  Mobile;  that  Alexis  Trouillet  informed  him  that  he  \yas  the  overseer  ol 
Mrs.  Trouillet,  and  was  cultivating  the  land  to  her  use,  and  that  she  was  at- that  time,  as  he,  Bates,  believed,  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family.  The  said  Abner  also  testified,  that  he  did  not  see  the'  land  in  question 
in  the  year  17137,  but  from  seeing  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Trouillet  pass  to  and  from  the  place  in  question,  and  trom  being 
told  by  Alexis  Trouillet,  that  he  was  the  overseer  of  Mrs.  Trouillet,  he  had  reason  to  believe  tiiat  the  land  was 
cultivated  to  her  use,  and  that  she  was,  at  that  time,  as  he  believed,  twen-ty-ofee  years-of  age,  and  the  head  of  a 
family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.       "  '   '  , 

Natt  Christmas,  representative  of  Michael  Hartly;  case  commenced  in  page  816. 

Joseph  Bates,  Sen.,  Adam  HoUinger,and  Richard  Turvin,  wer?  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn 
and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  the  said  Bates  and  Bollinger 
testified,  that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  by  Michael  Bartly  in  the  year  1796,  1797,  and  1798,  that  the 


1809.]  LAND    CLAIMS   IN  THE    MISSISSIPPI   TERRITORY.  3;25 

situation  of  the  land  was  such  as  would  not  admit  of  being  inhabited,  and  that  said  Haitly  was,  in  the  year  1797 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family.    The  said  Turvin  also  testified,  that  Michael  Hartly  cultivated 
the  land  in  question  in  the  years  1797  and  179S;  that,  from  the  low  situation  of  the  land,  it  would  not  admit  of  being 
inhabited;  that  said  Hartly  was,  in  1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 
The  board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  fur  consideration. 

•Benjamin  Few's  case,  commenced  in  page  805. 

Adam  Hollinger  was  presented  as  a,  witness,  and  being  duly  swoin,  he  deposed,  that  Benjamin  Few  had  raised 
■three  successive  crops,  independent  of  the  one  now  growing  on  the  land  in  question;  and  that  he  was,  on  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1803,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Lemuel  Henry,  representative  of  Michael  Hartly;  case  No.  23-3  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No  86  on 
the  books  of  the  Register. 

C/oiw.— A  donation  of  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  ° 

To  the  honorable  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Cong-ress  passed  the  3d  of 
March,  1803, /or  the  adjusting  of  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  Lemuel  Henry,  legal  representative  of  Michael  Hartly,  claims  a  tract  of  land  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  a  donation,  situate  on  the  lower  end  of  the  Nanna  Hubba  Island,  beginning  at  a  cedar 
post,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  running  north,  fifty-seven  degrees  east,  five  hundred  poles,  to  the 
Alabama  river,  and  down  both  rivers  ibr  complement,  as  by  the  plot  herewith  filed  will  more  fully  appear. 

LEMUEL  HENRY. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  by  Lemuel  Henry. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  239. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed,  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  April,  1805,  from  Michael  Hartly,  conveying  to 
Lemuel  Henry  all  the  said  Hartly's  right  to  said  tract  of  land. 

Adam  Hollinger,  Joseph  Bates,  Sen.,  and  Richard  Turvin,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn 
and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim.  The  said  Bates  and  Hol- 
linger testified,  that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  by  Michael  Hartly  in  the  years  17.96,  1797,  and  1798;  that 
the  situation  of  the  land  was  *uch  as  would  not  admit  of  being  inhabited;'and  that  the  said  Hartly  was,  in  the  year 
1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family.  Th^  said  Turvin  testified,  that  Michael  Hartly  cultivated 
the  land  in  question  in  the  years  1797  antl  1798;  that,  from  the  low  situation  of  the  land,  it  would  not  admit  of  being 
inhabited,  and  that  said  Hartly  was,  in  1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  lot-  consideration. 

Samuel  Mims,  representative  of  William  Clark;  case  No.  233  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  66  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres,' by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of 
the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  witii  a  surveybu'splot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Coriimissioners  appointed  in  pursiiartce  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  about  eighty  miles  from  the  town  of  Mobile,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  river  Alabama,  and  on  the  other  sides  by  a  laggoon,  and  hath 
such  forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  acres,  is  claimed  by  Samuel  Mims,  legal  representative  to  William  Clark,  in  and  by 
virtue  of  a  British  grant,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to 
be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act,  to  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

SAMUEL  MIMS. 

March  :31.  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed,  1778,  by  Elias  Durnford,  S.  G. 

Agrant  was  exhibited  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
West  Florida,  ss: 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  ^-c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

~Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  u^,  our  heirs  anil  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  William  Clark,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  tract  of  land  situated  about  eighty-five  miles  from  the  town  of  Pensacola,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  river 
Alabama,  and  on  the  other  sides  by  a  laggoon,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and 
marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Sur- 
veyor General  of  lands;  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by 
the  further  certificate  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  said  Surveyor  General. of  lands,  in  our  said 
province,  may  more  fully  and  and  at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and  timber  trees, 
lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  watercourses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever 
hereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling  in 
and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines  and  minerals,  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and 
silver:  io  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and.singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, unto  the  said  William  Clark,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and 
paying  unto  us,  our  heirs.aud  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  fur  the  time  being,  or  to  such 
other  (lilicer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of 
St.  Michael  every  year;  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  which  shall  first  happen 
after  the  expiration  often  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast  annually:  Provid- 
ed, always,  (and  this  present  grant  is  upon  condition, )'?ieyer/Ae/ess,  That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the 
Register's  Office  of  this  province,  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  and  also  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be 
entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  ^ind 
provided,  also.  That  if  the  said  William  Clark,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with,  and 
fulfil  the  con(lition  lierein  above  set  forth,  for  the  tegistering  of  this  grant,  within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for 
the  completion  thereof;  or  if  the  said  William  Clark,  his  heirs  and  assij^ns,  shall'not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  ofticer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said 
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((uit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after,  annually, 
for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant;  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  thisgrant  shall  be  void,  any 
thin"  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises, 
hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  fully  and  absolu- 
tely, as  if  the  same  had  never  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida:  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter 
Chester,  Esquire,  our  Captain  General,  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  atPensacola,  tliis 
sixth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

PETER  CHESTER. 
Passed  the  Secretary's  Office.  PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.,  Deputy  Secretary. 

West  Florida: 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and 
over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  August,  1778,  I  have 
perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  error  therein  apparent  to  me. 

ELIHU  HALL  BAY,  for 
E-  R.  VVeog,  Mtorney  General. 
Auditor's  Office,  August  6,  1778. 
A  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B.  folio  42,  by  > 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  .Auditor. 
Pensacola,  Secretary's  Office. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  together  with  the  certificate 
of  the  Attorney  General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber 
A,  No.  4,  page  43,  &c.    Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record. 

PHILIP  LIVINGSTON,  Jux., /)e/)M<t/ -Secwtoj/. 

Upon  the  back  of  which  grant  there  is  an  endorsement,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit:  I  deliver  the 
within  grant  to  Jesse  McCall,  Esq.,  as  conveyed  to  him  twenty-seventh  May,  1801,  by  me, 

A.  GINDRAT. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  by  Edward  Llovd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  A.  Gindrat,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  May,  1801,  conveying  to  Jesse 
McCall,  Esq.,  all  the  said  Gindrat's  right  and  title  to  said  land;  also  a  deed  from  Jesse  McCall,  bearing  date  the  23d 
day  of  September,  1801;  conveying  to  Samuel  Mims  all  the  said  McCall's  right,  title,  and  interest  in  said  tract  of 
land.  , 

Adam  Hollinger  and  William  Pierce  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim.  The  said  Hollinger  also  testified,  that  the  land 
in  question  was  cultivated  by  Samuel  Mims  in  the  year  1795;  that  said  land  adjoined  the  land  on  which  he  resided, 
and  that  his  principal  support  was  had  from  his  cultivation  on  this  land.  The  said  Pierce  also  deposed,  that  the 
land  in  question  was  cultivated  in  the  year  1795,  by  Samuel  Mims,  and  that,  from  a  conversation  which  he  heard 
between  the  said  Mims  and  William  Clark,  he  wqs.  induced  to  believe  that  said  land  was  then  the  property  of  said 
William  Clark,  and  that  Mims  was  tenant  at  will  of  him,  said  Clark;  and  that  he,  Clark,  was  an  inhabitant  and  re- 
sident in  the  State  of  Georgia  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1796;  that  the  land  in  question  was  adjoined  to  that  on 
which  the  said  Mims  resided,  and  that  his  principal  support  was  had  from  this  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  fof  consideration. 

Samuel  Mims,  representative  of  William  Clark;  case  No.  234  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  67  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — A  right  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  river, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  butting  and  bounded  west,  by  the  Alabama  river  and  a  laggoon,  and  all  other  sides  by 
vacant  land,  and  hath  such  forms  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  contain- 
ing three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  is  claimed  by  Samuel  Mims.  legal  representative  of  William  Clark,  in  and  by  vir- 
tue of  a  British  patent,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be 
r,ecor<led  as  directed  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

SAMUEL  MIMS. 
March  31,1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
Surveyed  by  Elias  Durnford,  Surveyor  General. 
The  claimant  exhibited  a  British  grant  as  follows,  to  wit: 
West  Florida,  ss: 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  fyc. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shcdl  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
.  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  William  Clark,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  tract  of  laud  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Alabama  river,  bounded  West  by  said  river  and  by  a  laggoon,  and  on  all 
other  sides  by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands, 
which  said  tract  of  land  contains  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto 
likevv-ise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  "General  of  lands,  in  our  said  province,  may  more  fully  and  at 
large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  water- 
courses, profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise 
appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines 
and  minerals,  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract 
of  land,  and  all  and.  singular  the  premises,  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  William  Clark,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to 
the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive 
the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,"at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year,  the  first  payment  to 
commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  date 
hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  said  feast  annually.    Provided  always,  and  this  present  grant  is  upon  condition. 
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ntverthdess.  That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  legistered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  tliis  Province,  within  six  months  from 
the  date  hereof,  and  a  so  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  ORice  within  the  same  time,  if  sucii 
establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province.  Jiml  promaed,  also.  That  if  the  said  William  Clark,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with,  and  fulfil  the  condition  herein  above  set  forth  for  the  le^isterin"  of 
this  grant,  within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  if  the  said  William  Claris  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  i  lie  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  or  to  the  pro- 
per officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of 
St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  giant,  that  then  and  either  of 
these  cases  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  therein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding:  and 
the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  shall 
revert  to  us,  Qur  heirs  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the  same  had  never  been  "ranted.  ' 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida;  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter  Ches- 
ter, Esquire,  our  Captain  General,  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at  Pensacola  this 
sixth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventv-ei-'ht  and  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  our  reign.  ^    ' 

[g.  s.]  PETER  CHESTER. 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office.  PH.'  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.,  Deputy  Secrelmy. 

West  Florida: 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester.  Esq.  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-chief  in  and  over 
His  Majesty's  province- of  West  Florida,  &c.  tome  directed,  bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  August,l778  I  have 
perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  ,is  no  error  therein  apparent  to  me. 

.   E.  R.  WEGG,  .Attorney  General. 

A  J    1    .   f*i        •.!•  .•       *      J  •    k    1   Tj  f  r    ..  AvmroR's  Office,. 3ugu.1t  6,  ms. 

A  docket  oi  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  folio  42. 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  .Auditor. 
PuNSAcoLA,  Secretary's  Office. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent,  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  together  with  the  certificate 
of  the  Attorney  General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida  in 
liber  A,  No.  4,  page  44.     Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record  by  ' 

PH.  LIVINGSTON,  Jun.,  Deputy  Secretary. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  136,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS, /?e^js/er. 

The  claimant  exhibited  two  deeds,  one  from  A.  Gindrat,  bearihg  date  the  16th  day  of  June,  1801;  conveying  to 
Jesse  McCall  all  the  said  Gindrat's  right,  title,  and  interest,  in  and  to  said  tract  of  land;  the  other  deed  from  Jesse 
McCall,  bearing  date  the  23d  of  September,  1801,  conveying  to  Samuel  Minis  all  the  said  McCall's  right,  title  and 
claim,  to  said  land,  and  the  improvement  thereon.  '         ' 

Adam  HoUinger  and  William-  Pierce  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  Adam  Hollinger  further  testified,  that  the  land  in  ques- 
tion was  cultivated  and  inhabited  by  Samuel  Mims.  The  said  Pierce  also  deposed,  that  in  the  year  1795,  the  tand 
in  question  was  cultivated  by  Samuel  Mims;  that,  from  a  conversation  which  he  heard  between  the  said  Mims  and 
\Villiam  Clark,  he  was  induced  to  believe,  that  the  land  was  then  the  property  of  the  said  Clark,  and  that  he  the 
said  Mims,  was  the  tenant  at  will  of  him,  the  said  Clark,  and  that  said  Clark  was  an  inhabitant  and  resident  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Stiggixs,  representative  of  John  Johnson;  case  No.  235  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  83  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A  right  to  eight  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the 
act.      .  .         .  . 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  F earl  river. 


Johnson,  Esq.  by  virtue  of  the  first  section  of  said  act,  under  a  Spanish  warrant,  bearing  date  the  9th  February, 
1788.     To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JOSEPH  STIGGINS, 
Representative  of  John  Johnson,  Esq. 
May  11,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

It  appearing  from  the  files  in  this  case,  that  there  was  no  plot  with  the  notice,  which  was  filed  \vith  the  Register 
on  the  11th  June,  1804,  John  Milliken,the  surveyor,  was  duly  sworn,  and  did  depose,  that,  to  the  best  of  his  recol- 
lection and  belief,  he  filed  a  plot  with  said  notice,  on  the  1 1th  day  of  June,  1804;  that  the  plot  which  he  filed  with  the 
Register  was  afterwards  brought  to  him  by  Stiggins,  and  that  he,  Milliken,  made  out  a  plot  dift'erent  from  the  one 
originally  filed,  and  gave  it  to  Stiggins;  but,  whether  he  filed  the  altered  plot  or  the  original  with  the  Register  he 
could  not  say,  but  believed  he  did  file  the  same,  as  amended,  previous  to  the  first  of  May,  1805,  and  that  the  plot 
now  filed  was  conformable  to  the  one  amended  by  him  for  Stiggins. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
Don  Estevan  Miro,  Colonel  of  the  army,  Governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana: 

Mobile,  January  14,  1788. 

John  Johnson,  inhabitant  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  with  all  due  respect,  represents  to  your  excellency, 
that  there  is  on  the  bank  of  the  Tensaw  river  a  vacant  piece  of  land  of  twenty  acres,  which  to  this  period  never  has 
had  any  proprietor,  he  therefore  humbly  expects  that  the  generosity  of  your  excellency  will  ^ranthim  the  property  ot 
said  land,  with  tlie  ordinary  depth,  giving  orders  to  the  Secretary  of  Government,  of  your  city,  for  the  concession  of 
the  said  titles;  therefore  he  entreats  your  excellency  to  grant  hiin  this  favor. 

JOHN  JOHNSON. 

Don  Vicent  Folch,  captain  of  the  regiment  of  Louisiana  and  commandant  of  Mobile.  I  certify  that  the  land 
which  is  solicited  is  vacant,  according  to  the  information  that  has  been  taken  from  several  inhabitants,  and  in  wit- 
n«ss  whereof  I  sign  this,  the  date  as  above. 

VICENT  FOLCH. 
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New  Orleans,  February  9,  1788. 
The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Triiileaii,  will  establish  this  petitioner  on  the  twenty  acres  of. 
land  of  front,  which  is  solicited,  with  the  common  depth  of  forty  acres,  in  the  place  indicated  in  the  antecedent  memo- 
rial, the  same  being  vacant,  and  causing  no  prejudice  to  any  one  whatever,  under  the  precise  condition  of  making  the 
road  and  the  regular  clearing  in  the  term  of  a  year;  and  this  concession  to  be  null  if,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years, 
the  ground  be  not  established,  and  until  that  time  not  to  be  alienated;  after  the  fulfilment  of  which  conditions 
the  regular  titles  of  propriety  will  be  ijiade  out  and  granted. 

ESTEVANMIRO. 

Mobile,  March  10,  i788. 
I  certify  that  the  antecedent  copy  is  equal  to  its  original,  which  is  in  the  archives  of  this  place. 

SANTIAGO  DE  LA  SAUSSA YE. 

Pensacola,  Jfeiruan/  22,  1804. 
I  do  certify  that  the  above  is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  judgment,  a  faithful  translation  of  a  Spanish 
document,  transmitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Joseph  Stiggins,  inhabitant  of  Tensaw.  • 

JAMES  INNERARITY. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  232,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?e^is/er. 
The  claimant  exhibited  three  deeds  or  writings,  that  is  to  say,  a  deed  from  John  Johnson,  bearing  date  the  8th 
day  of  January,  1796,  conveying  to  Arthur  Rials,  all  right,  title,  and  interest,  which  the  said  Johnson  had  to  said  tract 
of  land,  and  the  improvements  thereon:. a  deed  from  Samuel  Lyons,  bearing  date  the  8th  day  of  November,  1796, 
conveying  to  Joseph  Stiggins,  all  the  said  Lyons's  right  and  title  to  said  land  and  the  improvements;  also  a  deed  from 
Arthur  Rials,  bearing  date  the  llth  day  of  November,  1796,  conveying  to  Joseph  Stiggins  all  the  said  Rials's  right, 
title,  and  claim  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  and  the  improvements  thereon  made. 

Reuben  Dyer  and  Benjamin  Pyburn  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that,  as  well  as  they  recollected,  the  land  in  ques- 
tion was  cultivated  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  by  James  Upton  or  William  Hillis,  and  that  the  said  land 
was  cultivated  for  a  considerable  time  before  the  year  1795,  to  the  use  of  John  Johnson,  and  continued  in  cultiva- 
tion until  it  went  into  the  possession  of  the  said  Upton  or  Hillis;  that  the  said  Johnson  was,  on  the  9th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1788,  twenly-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family;  that  the  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  by  the  said  Upton 
or  Hillis,  was  to  the  use  of  Samuel  Lyons. 

The  Boaid  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  21st  instant.  .    • 

Tuesday,  May  21,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:    Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  24th  instant. 

Friday,  May  34,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

William  Webber's  case,  commenced  in  page  818. 

William  H.  Buford  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  plot  and  sur- 
vey of  the  land  in  question;  that  the  land  lay  in  the  coiinty  ot  Washington,  and  that  the  Ijidiari  claims  to  the  whole 
of  the  said  land  had  been  extinguished;  that  it  included  the  improvements  of  the  claimant;  and  that  he,  Buford, 
knew  of  no  interfering  claim. 

The  Boaid  ordered  that  tlie  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  25th  instant.  . 

Saturday,  May  25,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.  •  Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chainberg. 

Heirs  of  Valentine  Dubroca's  case.  No.  236  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  49  on  the  books  of'the  Re- 
gister. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  thirty-nine  acres  and  nine  tenthsof  an  acre,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  clainfed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  ■  ■ 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  land  sottth  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  east  of  the  Mobile  River,  bounded  northeastwardly 
by  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Campbell,  as  the  legal  representative  of  Augustin  Rochon,  westwaidly  by  the  Mobile 
river,  and  on  the  south,  by  vacant  land,  is  claimed  by  Marton  Dubroca,  widow,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  heirs 
to  the  estate  of  Valentine  Dubroca,  deceased,  the  said  Marton  Dubroca  being  his  widow,  and  acting  for  said  estate, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  for  granting  donation  lands.  To 
all  which  she  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  die  plot  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to 
be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  which  plot  is  herewith  filed. 

•     Fort  Stoddert,  7l/a)T/j  31,  1804.  ■        • 

MILAINE  DUBROCA, 
Acting  for  Marton  Dubroca. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  26,  1804,  by  James  Gordon. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  120,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Adam  HoUingerand  Richard  Barrow  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sw'orn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim.  The  said  Barrow  testified,  that  the  land  in  question 
was  cultivated  by  negroes,  said  to  be  the  property  of  Dubroca,  and  superintended  by  a  young  man,  son  of  said  Du- 
broca, in  the  year  1797;  but  whether  he  cultivated  to  the  use  of  the  claimants,  or  to  his  own  use,  he  did  not  know. 
The  said  Hollinger  also  testified,  that  Valentine  Dubroca,  by  his  negroes  and  one  of  his  sons,  cultivated  a  tract  of 
land  near  the  Sunflower. 

Question.  Do  yo  know  of  more  than  one  person  by  the  name  of  Dubroca,  who  was  the  head  of  a  family  in  the 
year  1795,  1796,  or  1797? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Campbell,  representative  of  Augustin  Rochon  and  Louisa  Rochon;  case  No.  237  on  the  docket  of  the 
Board,  and  No.  65  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  two  thousand  three  hundred  thirty-seven  acres  and  five  tenths  of  an  acre,  by,  virtue  of  two 
Spanish  warrants  ofsurvey,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
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The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  oi"  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  ad  of  Congress  passed  the  3rd  of  March,  1803,  for  receivins' 
and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  east  of  the  Mobile  River,  bounding  northwardly  by  a 
bayou,  which  divides  it  from  lands  surveyed  for  the  estate  of  Dominique,  on  the  east  by  vacant  land,  southwardly, 
by  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Ward's  lands,  and  on  the  west,  by  the  said  river,  is  claimed  by  Joseph 
Campbell,  legal  representative  of  Augustin  Rochon,  said  Ruchon  having  sold  said  lands,  or  the  titles  thereof,  to  the 
said  Joseph  Campbell,  under  and  by  virtue  of  two  Spanish  grants  or  orders  of  survey,  granted  to  Louisia  Rochon 
and  the  said  Augustin  Rochon.  Toall  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plots,  now  delivered  to 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  which  plots  are  herewith  filetl,  and  the  grants 
entered. 

Fort  Stoddert,  March  31,  1804. 

JOSEPH  CAMPBELL. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  8th  March,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.     Chain  bearers,  John  Burgess,  William  Weathers. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  129,  by  Edward  Llotd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Adam  Hollinger  and  Richard  Barrow  vyere  presented  as  witnesses,  and  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that  Augustin  Rochon  cultivated  the  landin  ques- 
tion, from  about  the  year  1793  until  the  evacuation  of  the  Spanish  troops  in  the  year  I7.''9;  that  they  believed  he  was, 
at  that  time,  twenty-one  years  of  age.  That  Augustin  Rochon  continued  to  cultivate  the  land  in  question,  with  the 
hands  of  Louisa  Rochon,  (his  mother,)  and  his  own,  from  the  year  1793,  until  the  evacuation  of  the  Spanish  troops, 
which  took  place  in  the  year  1799. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Thomas  Bates,  Junior's,  case,  No.  238  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  19  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  following  words 
and  figures,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  beginning  on  a  cedar  post  in  a  field  on  the  bank  of  Tombigbee  river,  running  up  the  river  bank,  north, 
eighty-sis  degrees  east,  thirty  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty-eight  degrees  east,  ten  chains;  thence,  north,  fifty-five 
degrees  east,  fifteen  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty-five  degrees  east,  ten  chains;  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees 
east,  fifteen  chains,  to  a  swamp  oak  corner,  to  Richard  Turvin  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  thence,  south,  forty-five  de- 
grees east,  seventy-five  chains,  crossing  a  cypress  swamp  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  sixty-two  degrees  west,  eighty- 
six  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  to  the  beginning,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  hath  such 
forms  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  cjaimed  by  Thomas 
Bates,  Junior,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  said  act,  as  a  donation,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Oflice  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  ail  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

March  23,  1804.  ,  .      '  . 

THOMAS  BATES,  Jun. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  February  28,  1804,  by  Natt  Christmas.    Chain  bearers,  John  Barnet,  John  Hawkins. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side)  vol.  1,  page  73,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Joseph  Bates  and  Richard  Barrow  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  bein^  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the 
Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim.  The  said  Bates  testified,  that  before  the  year 
1797,  throughout  that  year  and  ever  since,  Thomas  Bates,  Jun.,  the  present  claimant,  had  inhabited  and  cultivated 
the  land  in  question,  and  that  in  the  month  of  April,  1797,  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Question.  What  kind  of  cultivation  and  improvement  hath  the  claimant  made  on  the  land  by  him  claimed? 

Answer.  Being  an  unmarried  man,  he  lived  near  by  the  land,  in  my  family,  but  carried  on  business  by  himself. 
The  first  year  he  cleared  about  seven  acres,  and  in  the  year  1797  had  a  crop  on  the  same;  he  has  since  regularly 
increased  his  improvements,  to  about  forty  acres  now  under  cultivation;  his  buildings  are  a  horse  stable  and  corn 
house. 

Question  to  the  said  Barrow.  Who  cultivated  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1797? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  Thomas  Bates,  Jun.  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  1797? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  reasons  to  believe  he  was. 

Question.    How  many  acres  has  the  said  Bates  in  cultivation? 

Answer.  I  suppose  about  twenty  acres  at  this  time. 

Natt  Christmas,  surveyor,  was  duly  sworn,  and  did  depose,  that  Thomas  Bates,  Junior  s,  donation  claim  exhibit- 
ed to  the  Board  includedithe  larger  part  of  his  improvements  and  cleared  land;  that  an  actual  survey  was  made 
on  the  river  or  front  of  the  land,  and  a  few  chains  on  the  line  above  and  below  running  out  from  the  river;  that  in 
consequence  of  high  water  it  was  impracticable  to  complete  the  sui-vey,  except  by  plotting  the  same. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

James  Callier,  representative  of  Joseph  Campbell;  case  commenced  in  page  816. 

Henry  Weathers  and  Richard  Barrow  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  to  the 
use  of  the  widow  Trouillet  in  the  year  1797,  and  that  she  was  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family.  The  said  Weath- 
ers also  deposed  that,  in  the  year  1797,  he  was  hired  by  the  widow  Trouillet  to  work  on  the  land  in  question;  that 
at  that  time  she  lived  in  the  town  of  Mobile,  as  well  as  he  recollected.  The  said  Barrow  further  deposed,  that  he 
did  believe  that  the  widow  Trouillet  was  living  on  the  bluff",  nearly  opposite  the  land  in  question,  in  the  year  1797. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Natt  Christmas  and  Lemuel  Henry's  case;  the  former  commenced  in  page  816,  the  latter  in  page  825;  each 
of  whom  claim  as  representative  of  Michael  Hartly. 

Rebecca  Hartly  and  William  Hartly  were  presented  as  witnesses,  May  15th,  1805,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and 
interrogated  by  the  Board,  the  said  Rebecca  deposed,  that  she  should  be  richer  if  Natt  Christmas  got  the  land  than 
105  p 
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if  Mr.  Henry  got  it,  but  also  said,  that  it  made  no  difFerence  with  her,  whether  Natt  Christmas  obtained  a  right  to 
the  land  or  not,  as  he  was  to  pay  the  same  amount  in  either  case;  that,  as  well  as  she  recollected,  about  three  weeks 
ago,  on  Sunday,  young  Mr.  Henry  came  to  the  dwelling  house  of  Michael  Hartly,  and  asked  her  if  Mr.  Hartly  was  at 
home;  thatsheanswered  that  he  was  not,  and  then  asked  him,Henry,  if  he  wasacquainted  with  Hartly;  hesaidhe  was 
not,  to  which  she  replied,  that  Hartly  had  just  taken  his  gun  and  walked  out,  and  that  he  would  return  home  in  a 
short  time;  that  Mr.  Henry  said  he  had  come  to  qualify  Mr.  Hartly  about  a  piece  of  land,  opposite  to  Nanna  Hubba 
Bluff,  in  the  Nanna  Hubba  Island;  that  she  told  Henry  that  Mr.  Hartly  could  swear  nothing  in  his  behalf:  he  said 
that  made  no  difference,  that  he  had  come  to  qualify  him,  Hartly,  to  what  he  knew  about  the  land,  and  nothing  else: 
tliat  Mr.  Henry  then  accompanied  her  to  the  cow-pen,  where  she  went  to  milk  the  cows;  that  they  had  no  more 
conversation  about  the  land,  until  some  time  after  dark,  but,  that  before  this  time  Mr-  Henry  and  Mr.  Hartly, 
her  husband,  had  both  returned  to  the  house;  that  Mr.  Henry  then  stated  to  her  husband  that  he,  Henry,  did  not 
know  what  to  do  about  the  land,  and  wished  that  his  brother  had  come  himself,  as  he  knew  more  about  these  things; 
but,  that  he  would  write  down  what  he,  Hartly,  would  swear  to  about  the  land,  and  take  it  and  show  it  to  his  brother, 
and  that  he  might  then  do  as  he  pleased;  that  Mr.  Henry  then  wrote  down,  as  he  read  to  them,  that  Michael  Hartly 
had  cultivated  the  land  in  Nanna  Hubba  Island,  in  the  year  1797,  for  his  own  use,  or  words  to  that  effect;  that  to 
that  writing  her  husband  made  his  mark.  The  conveyance  made  by  Hartly  to  Henry  being  read  to  Mistress  Hartly, 
she  said,  that  she  well  recollected  that  Henry  read  from  the  beginning  of  the  writing  as  far  as  the  words  in  the  year 
1797,  before  and  afterwards;  but,  that  the  yvords  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  instrument,  she  did  not  recollect  to 
have  heard  before,  nor  did  she  believe  that  it  ever  was  read  to  her  or  to  her  husband;  that  she  had  heard  read  a  copy 
of  the  instrument  written  by  Henry.  The  said  William  deposed,  that  he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  he 
heard  read  a  writing  that  John  Henry  wrote,  and  which  his  father  Mr.  Hartly  made  his  mark  to,  but  that  it  only 
stated,  as  well  as  he  recollected,  that  his  father  cultivated  the  land.in  Nanna  Hubba  Island,  in  the  year  1797, 
before  and  afterwards,  that  he  had  since  heard  read  a  copy  of  the  writing  made  by  John  Henry,  to  which  his  father 
made  his  mark;  that  Henry  said  that  he  had  come  to  qualify  his  father;  that  he  would  take  the  writing  to  his 
brother;  that  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  of  any  account,  but  his  brother  might  do  with  it  as  he  pleased. 

Joseph  Bates,  Senior,  Thomas  Bates,  Junior,  Henry  Weathers,  John  Henry  and  Adam  Hollinger  were  this  day, 
25th  of  May,  presented  as  witiiesscs,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they 
were  not  interested  in  this  claim. 

Question  to  John  Henry.  Did  you  subscribe  your  name  to  the  instrument  of  writing  from  Michael  Hartly  to 
Lemuel  Henry? 
Answer.  1  did. 

Question.  Did  you  make  this  instrument  of  writing? 
Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  read  the  whole  of  this  writing  to  the  said  Michael  Hartly  within  his  hearing? 
Answer.  I  did,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  him,  his  wife,  and  son. 

Question.  What  consideration  did  you,  or  were  you  to  give  the  said  Hartly  for  the  land  conveyed  by  this  in- 
strument of  writing? 

Answer.  I  believe  the  principal  consideration,  or  object  of  Mr.  Hartly,  was,  to  prevent  Antonio  Espaho  from 
obtaining  the  land  in  question,  and  twenty  dollars,  which  I  promised  should  be  given  to  him  by  Lemuel  Henry, 
in  case  he  should  obtain  said  land. 

Question.  Was  you  instructed  by  Lemuel  Henry  to  get  Michael  Hartly,  in  case  you  should  obtain  any  instru- 
ment of  writing  relative  to  the  land  in  question,  to  certify  in  the  body  of  the  same,  the  time  of  cultivating  the 
said  land? 

Answer.  I  was.       ' 

Question-  When  you  found  that  Hartly  refused  to  say  or  do  any.  thing  in  support  of  Espaho's  claim,  did  not 
Hartly  anxiously  embrace  the  opportunity  of  doing  any  thing  in  his  power  for  the  support  of  his  own  claim,  whereby 
said  Espaho  might  be  defeated,  and  he,  Hartly,  obtain  the  suru  of  twenty  dollars? 
Answer.  He  said  he  would  do  any  thing  in  his  power. 

Question.  From  the  conversation  which  passed  in  Hartly's  family,  was  it  or  not  generally  and  well  understood 
what  was  the  contents  and  substance  of  the  instrument  of  writing  liom  said  Hartly  to  said  Henry? 
Answer.  It  appeared  to  be  well  understood. 

Question.  From  the  instructions  you  received,  were  there  any  rational  motives  for  you  to  commit  a  fraud? 
Answer.  None. 

Question.  Did  you  or  not  tell  Mr.  Hartly,  that  it  was  two  years  too  late  for  him  to  get  the  land  in  question? 
Answer.  I  told  Mr.  Hartly  that  it  was  two  years  too  late  for  him  to  get  a  pre-emption; 

Question.  Did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Hartly,  after  obtaining  the  instrument  in  writing,  that  it  was  of  no  account,  but 
that  you  would  take  it  to  your  brother,  and  he  might  do  as  he  pleased  with  it? 

Answer.  I  told  him  my  brother  would  support  TurnbuU's  claim  if  he  could,  and  if  he  did,  that  this  instrument 
in  writing  would  die  of  course. 

Question.  Did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Hartly  that  your  brother  had  possession  of  the  land  in  question,  and  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him,  Hartly,  to  get  the  same? 

Answer.  I  told  him  my  brother  had  the  land  in  possession,  and  would  continue  to  hold  it  under  Espaho's  claim  if 
he  could;  that  my  brother  wished  to  avoid  disputes,  and  had  sent  me  to  get  his,  Hartly's,  right  if  he  had  any. 
Question.  Why  did  you  not  get  Mrs.  Hartly,  or  her  son  William  Hartly,  to  witness  this  instrument  of  writing? 
Answer.  Because  they  lived  below  the  line,  and  I  knew  of  no  way  of  getting  them  above. 
Question.  Did  you  not  get  the  paper  on  which  this  writing  was  made,  from  Mrs.  Hartly? 

Answer.  I  did  not;  the  paper  on  whicii  this  writing  was  made  I  took  with  me  in  my  pocket  book.  Mrs.  Hartly 
did  give  a  piece  of  paper,  on.  which  I  began  the  instrument  of  writing,  but  found  the  ink  spread  on  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  it  would  not  do,  and  I  then  took  the  paper  from  my  pocket  book  on  which  the  same  is  made. 

Question.  Did  you  not  endeavor  as  much  as  in  your  power  to  keep  Mr.  Hartly  ignorant  of  the  value  of  his  title? 
Answer.  I  did  not  explain  the  law  to  him,  and  told  him  I  did  not  think  his  claim  very  good,  in  consequence  of 
TurnbuU's  claim  to  the  same. 

Question.  Did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Hartly  that  you  would  make  Espaho  pay  you  fifty  dollars  for  riding  down  there 
to  do  his  business? 

Answer.  I  told  him  that  Espaho  ought  to  pay  for  my  doing  his  business  below  the  line,  as  I  had  understood  by 
the  contract  between  him  and  my  brother,  he  was  to  do  all  that  might  be  necessary  below  the  line. 

The  said  Weathers  deposed,  that  he  saw  Michael  Hartly  sign  the  deed  of  conveyance  from  him  to  Natt  Christ- 
mas, dated  the  27th  of  April,  by  making  his  mark  and  acknoweJging  the  same,  and  that  he,  Weathers,  witnessed  the 
same  by  making  his  mark  thereon;  that  said  deed  was  executed,  as  well  as  he  recollected,  on  Sunday. 

Question.  Did  any  other  person  than  yourself  sign  the  instrument  of  writing  from  Hartly  to  Christmas,  as  a 
witness? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect,  I  cannot  read  writing,  and  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  other  witness  or  not, 
but  the  paper  appears  the  same  as  when  I  made  my  mark  thereto.  Mr.  Milliken  wrote  my  name,  and  was  present 
when  I  made  my  mark. 

Question.  Was  Major  Christmas  present  at  the  making  of  this  contract? 

Answer.  He  was  not. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  contract  made? 

Answer.  I  did,  and  Mr.  Milliken  gave  his  note  for  one  hundred  dollars,  as  a  consideration  therefor. 

Question.  Who  went  down  for  you  as  a  witness? 

Answer.  Mr.  Milliken. 

Question.  What  was  he  to  give  you  for  coming  up? 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all;  I  had  business  of  my  own  at  the  Bluff. 
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Question-  Did  Mr.  Milliken  tell  you  it  was  absolutely  necessary  you  should  come  up  as  a  witness? 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  he  wanted  me  to  come  and  prove  the  deed  which  I  had  witnessed. 

The  said  Thomas  Bates,  Jun.  deposed,  that  he  heard  Mr.  Milliken  say  that  he  was  to  give  Mr.  Hartly  one 
hundred  dollars,  if  he,  Milliken,  should  hold  the  land  in  question. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Hartly  say  whether  he  was  to  have  any  thing  for  coming  to  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers to  testify  to  the  instrument  of  writing  from  him  to  Natt  Christmas.'' 

Answer.  I  heard  him  say  he  was  to  have  twenty-five  dollars,  and  was  to  be  paid  on  ids  return  from  the  Board  of 
Commissioners. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  Mr.  Milliken  say,  that  he  told  Mr.  Hartly,  if  he  had  signed  any  other  instrument  of 
writing,  conveying  the  land  in  question,  not  to  sign  the  one  to  Natt  Christmas? 

Answer.  He  said  he  told  him  over  and  often,  and  that  Hartly  said  that  he  had  not  signed  any  other  writing. 

The  said  Joseph  Bates,  Sen.,  deposed,  that  he  heard  Mr.  Hartly  say  that  he  was  to  have  one  hundred  dollars 
for  the  land  in  question,  and  twenty  dollars  for  his  coming  up  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  as  a  witness  in  sup- 
port of  the  claim  of  Natt  Christmas. 

The  said  Hollinger  deposed,  that  he  heard  Mr.  Milliken  say  that  he  had  bought  the  land  in  question,  of  Mr. 
Hartly,  for  Natt  Christmas,  and  that  said  Christmas  was  to  pay  said  Hartly  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  same,  in 
case  he,  Christmas,  should  obtain  it. 

Question.  Do  you  or  not  believe  that,  if  a  stranger  was  to  apply  to  Mr.  Hartly  to  purchase  the  land  in  question, 
that  he  would  again  sell  it? 

Answer.  I  do  expect  he  would,  although  I  know  no  harm  of  the  man. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Antonio  Espaho,  representative  of  John  Turnbull;  case  No.  239  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  15  on 
the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  eight  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of  the 
act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land^south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  in  the  county 
of  Washingtion,  beginning  at  a  post  on  said  river,  being  Bates's  lower  corner,  and  running  north,  twenty-seven 
degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  chains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  south,  sixty-three 
degrees  east,  sixty-three  chains,  to  a  stake  corner;  thence,  south,  twenty-seven  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three chains  fifty  links,  to  the  river;  thence,  up  the  said  river,  as  plotted,  to  the  beginning;  and  has  such  form 
and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  containing  eight  hundred  acres: 
is  claimed  by  Lemuel  Henry,  attorney  in  fact  for  Antonio  Espaho,  legal  representative  of  John  Turnbull,  in  and 
by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  estab- 
lished east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to 
a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

LEMUEL  HENRY, 
March  30,  1804.  dttoryiey  infactfor  Mntonio  Espaho. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Edmund  Smith. 
Surveyed  March  28th,  1804,  by  J.  Milliken. 

A  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  was  exhibited  as  follows,  to  wit: 

His  Excellency  Estevan  Miro,  Brigadier  of  the  Royal  army.  Governor  and  Intendant  General  of  the  province 
of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  &c.  &c. 
John  Turnbull,  inhabitant  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Mobile,  most  respectfully  solicits  a  d  declares,  that  there  is  on 
the  Tombigbee  river  twenty  acres  of  vacant  land,  situate  opposite  to  land  belonging  to  him,  called  la  Nannahaba, 
the  which,  until  now,  has  not  had  a  possessor;  therefore,  he  hopes  you  may  grant  him  the  proprietary,  and  that  your 
excellency  may  give  orders  unto  the  Secretary  of  Government  to  render  him  the  necessary  titles,  to  the  end  that 
he  might  be  put  in  actual  possession,  and  which  favor  he  will  ever  bear  in  mind. 

JOHN  TURNBULL. 
Mobile,  Vawwarj/  2,  1790. 

Mobile,  January  4,  1790. 
Don  Vincente  Folch,  Captain  of  the  Louisiana  regiment,  civil  and  military  Commandant  of  Mobile  and  its  dis- 
trict, certifies  that  the  result  of  an  inquiry  made  of  several  inhabitants,  is  that  the  land  remains  vacant,  that  the 
above  named  solicits,  and  as  he  has  sufficient  force  to  improve  it,  your  excellency  may  make  the  cession  if  found  suit- 
able. 

VINCENTE  FOLCH. 

New  Orleans,  January  14,  1790. 
The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  will  establish  the  above  named  petitioner  on  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  front,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty,  in  the  place  above  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  niemorial,  it 
not  being  prejudicial  to  any  person,  under  which  supposition  the  measurement  will  be  extended  in  continuation  and 
remitted  to  me,  that  I  may  forward  to  the  party  interested  the  corresponding  titles  in  favor. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Mobile,  March  6,  1804. 
Don  Joaquin  de  Osorno,  Captain  of  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana,  Commandant  civil  and  military  of  Mobile, 
certifies,  that  the  above  writing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  in  the  archives  at  my  charge. 

^  F/  &  J         b  JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  grant. 

THOMAS  PRICE. 
The  above  was  compared  exact  with  the  original  in  this  office,  under  my  charge,  by  me, 

JOAQ.  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Thomas  Price,  of  the  post  of  Mobile,  English  interpreter  for  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  do  solemnly  swear 
by  the  Almighty  God,  and  by  the  Holy  Cross,  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  Spanish  grant  or  wri- 
ting hereto  annexed.  „    „  , „ 

"  THOMAS  PRICE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  March  21,  1804.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  58,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 
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\dam  Hollinger,  Richaril  Barrow,  and  Joseph  Bates,  Sen.  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and  being  duly  sworn 
and  interrcatcdljy  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim.  The  said  Bates  also  deposed, 
that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  in  the  years  1793,  1794,  and  1795,  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Alexander;  that 
John  Turnbull  informed  him,  Bates,  on  Nanna  Hubba  bluff,  that  he,  Turnbull,  had  permited  the  said  Alexander  to 
cultivate  the  same,  and  that  said  Alexander  informed  him,  Bates,  that  he  was  on  the  place  by  permission  of  said 
Turnbull,  and  that  the  said  Turnbull  was,  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1790,  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Ouestion.  Where  did  said  Turnbull  live  in  the  year  1795.!* 

Answer.  1  believe  that  he  lived  in  the  town  of  Mobile,  but  I  am  not  confident. 

Question  to  the  said  Barrow.  Did  John  Turnbull  cultivate  the  land  in  question,  in  the  year  1795? 

Answer.  He  did  not;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Alexander  cultivated  said  land  in  the  years  1794  and  1795. 

Question.  To  whose  use  did  Alexander  cultivate  this  land.'' 

Answer.  To  his  own  use,  I  believe.  '   -  ,    ,   ,.    ,      ,r     ti     rr.      .    „, 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Alexander  say,  that  he  cultivated  this  land  for  John  Turnbull? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  to  my  recollection. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  Alexander's  paying  any  rent  to  rurnbull? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  but  that  John  Turnbull  was,  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1790,  more  than  twenty-one  years 

fhe  said  Hollinger  deposed,  that  John  Turnbull  did  not  cultivate  the  land  in  question  in  the  year  1795;  that 
said  land  was,  at  that  time,  cultivated  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Alexander,  but  whether  to  his  own  use  or  Turnbull's, 
he  knew  not;  that  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1790,  John  Turnbull  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  returned  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners,  by  Lemuel  Henry,  attorney  in  fact  for  Antonio  Espaho,  under  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey;  that 
this  claim  interfered  with  the  claim  of  Joseph  Bates,  Senior's,  Spanish  warrant,  Natt  Christmas's  donation  claim,  as 
representative  of  Michael  Harfly,  Thomas  Bates,  Junior's,  donation  claim,  and  licmuel  Henry's  donation  claim,  as 
representative  of  Michael  Hartly,  as  represented  in  the  general  map  of  the  Nanna  Hubba  Island,  presented  to  the 
Board  by  said  Milliken. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  29th  instant. 

,  Wednesday,  Ma?/ 29,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  1st  day  of  June  next. 

Saturday,  June  1,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,deposed,  that  he  made  the  surveys  and  plots,  returned  to  the  Board 
of  Commissioners,  by  the  following  claimants,  to  wit: 

James  Mills,  representative  of  John  Linder,  Senior,  Spanish  warrant  of  survey;  Lemuel  Henry,  representative 
of  John  Linder,  Senior,  Spanish  warrant  of  survey;  heirs  of  Michael  Milton,  donation  claim;  John  Mills,  donation 
claim;  Moses  Stedham,  donation  claim;  Jesse  Ross,  representative  of  Abraham  Walker,  donation  claim;  John  Ran- 
don,  donation  claim;  William  McDaniel,  representative  of  George  Phillips,  donation  claim;  Joseph  Stiggins,  dona- 
tion claim;  Jordan  Proctor,  donation  claim;  Richard  Coleman,  donation  claim;  Reuben  Dyer,  donation  claim;  James 
Cockaram,  representative  of  Samuel  Lyons,  donation  claim;  John  Weekley,  representative  of  James  Farr,  donation 
claim;  William  Collins,  representative  of  Charles  Conway,  donation  claim;  George  Weekley,  donation  claim;  Francis 
Steel,  donation  claim;  William  Buford,  representative  of  George  Weekly,  Senior,  donation  claim;  Cornelius  Dunn, 
pre-emption  claim;  William  Weekley,  pre-emption  claim;  and  Simeon  Wilks,  donation  claim;  that  said  plots  re- 
spectively contained  true  representations  of  the  land  therein  described,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief,  and  did  include  the  plantations  and  improvements  of  the  several  claimants;  that  he  knew  of  no  interfering 
lines  or  claims;  that  the  plot  exhibited  to  the  Board,  in  the  case  of  Joseph  Stiggins,  representative  of  John  Johnson, 
was  made  and  surveyed  in  part  by  him,  Milliken;  that  he  believed  that  it  gave  a  correct  view  of  the  land  claimed  by 
said  Stiggins,  and  included  his  houses  and  cleared  land;  and  that  it  did  not  interfere  with  any  other  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  these  cases  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Shields's  case,  commenced  in  page  816. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  he  did 
not  make  an  actual  survey  of  this  plot,  further  than  twenty-five  chains  on  the  river  bank,  beginning  on  cotton  tree,  and 
plotted  the  balance  of  the  survey;  that  this  survey,  as  laid  down  in  the  general  map  of  the  Nanna  Hubba  Island,  he 
believed  to  be  a  more  correct  representation  of  the  land  claimed;  that  it  included  the  improvements  of  the  claimant. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

JosiAH  Fletcher's  case,  commenced  in  page  811. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  this 
claim  interferes  with  the  claim  ot  Joseph  Thompson,  under  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  as  described  in  the  general 
map  of  the  Nanna  Hubba  Island,  which  he  made  and  presented  to  the  Board. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Benjamin  Few's  case,  commenced  in  page  805. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  from 
information,  he  believed  that  this  claim  was  entirely  covered  by  the  claim  of  Dominique  de  Olive,  presented  to  the 
Board  by  Nicholas  Weeks,  executor  of  Dominique,  under  a  Spanish  warrant. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Samuel  Trend's  case,  commenced  in  page  821. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  the  lar- 
ger part  of  this  claim  is  included  within  the  lines  of  the  donation  claim  of  Francis  Killingworth,  as  described  in  the 
plot  of  this  claimant. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.  • 

Joseph  Thompson,  representative  of  Adam  Hollinger;  case  commenced  in  page  805. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  this  claim 
inlerefered  with  the  donation  claim  of  Samuel  Mims,  and  the  donation  claim  of  Josiah  Fletcher,  as  described  in  the 
general  map  of  the  Nanna  Hubba  Island  which  he  presented  to  the  Board. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Weekley,  representative  of  Michael  Skipper;  case  commenced  in  page  808. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  this  claim 
interfered  with  the  donation  claim  of  Moses  Stedham,  as  described  in  the  general  map  of  Nanna  Hubba  Island, 
which  he  presented  to  the  Board. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Heirs  of  John  Linder,  Jun.;  case  commenced  in  page  809. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  swoin,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this 'case;  that  this 
claim  interfered  with  the  donation  claim  of  Benjamin  Hooven,  and  included  his  buildings  and  nearly  all  of  his  cleared 
land,  as  described  in  the  plot  of  this  claim. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Francis  Kilungvvortii,  representative  of  William  Mills.;  case  commenced  in  page  807. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  this 
claim  interfered  with  the  donation  claim  of  Samuel  Trend,  as  described  in  the  plot  of  the  two  surveys. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Benjamin  Hooven's  case,  commenced  in  page  810. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case:  that  this  claim 
interfered  with  the  claim  of  Linder's  heirs,  under  a  Spanish  warrant,  as  described  in  the  plot  of  this  claimant. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  forconsideration. 

James  Randon's  case,  commenced  in  page  812. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  this 
claim  interfered  with  the  donation  claim  of  Joseph  Thompson,  as  described  in  the  plot  ot  this  claimant. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Samuel  Mim's  case,  commenced  in  page  824. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  this 
cliam  interfered  with  the  donation  claim  of  Joseph  Thompson,  as  described  in  the  general  map  of  the  Nanna  Hubba 
island,  which  said  Milliken  presented  to  tlie  Board. 

Benjanin  Stedham's  case,  commenced  in  page  824. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  this 
claim  interfered  with  the  donation  claim  of  Francis  Ballard,  as  described  in  the  general  map  of  the  Nanna  Hubba 
island,  which  said  Milliken  presented  to  the  Board. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Joseph  Thompson's  case,  commenced  in  page  806. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey  and  plot  in  this  case;  that  this 
claim  interfered  with  the  donation  claim  of  James  Randon,  as  described  in  his  plot. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Pierce  and  John  Pierce,  representatives  of  Jeremiah  Phillips;  case  commenced  in  page  806. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  made  the  survey,  and  Clinch  Gray  made  the  plot 
in  this  case;  that  the  plot,  had  in  by  the  claimants,  did  not  represent  the  land  in  question,  as  would  more  fully  ap- 
pear, by  referring  to  said  plot,  and  the  general  map  of  the  Nanna  Hubba  island,  presented  to  the  Board  by  said  Mil- 
liken; that  the  interferences  would  appear  on  the  said  general  map,  where  the  plot  was  altered,  so  as  to  give  a  true 
representation  of  the  land  claimed. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Pierce  and  John  Pierce,  representatives  of  Francis  Ballard;  case  commenced  in  page  815. 

John  Milliken,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  plot  exhibited  to  the  Board  in  this  case,  was,  as 
he  believed,  an  exact  copy  of  the  one  filed  in  the  claim  of  William  and  John  Pierce,  as  representatives  of  Jeremiah 
Phillips. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  Sth  instant. 

'  Wednesday,  June  5,  1805. 

The  Boafd  met  accorcfing  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  8th  instant, 

Saturday,  June  8,  1805. 

Tlie  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Thomas  Bates,  Junior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  829. 

Michael  Hartly  was  presented  as  a  vVitness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  deposed, 
that  he  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  that,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1797,  he  helped  Thomas  Bates,  Jun.,  the  present 
claimant,  to  roll  his  logs  on  the  land  in  question,  and  that  said  Bates  cultivated  the  same,  in  that  year,  to  his  own 
use;  that  he  was  at  that  time  twenty-one  years  of  age,  as  he,  Hartly  was  informed  by  the  family  of  the  claimant, 

The  IJoard  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Bu'ford,  representative  of  Conrad  Selhoof;  case  commenced  in  page  821. 

Richard  Coleman  and  Thomas  Marshall  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  the  said  Coleman  further  deposed,  that,  as 
well  as  he  recollected,  in  the  year  1795,  he  saw  Mr.  John  Linder,  and  a  Mr.  Lott,  who  was  in  the  employment  of 
said  Linder,  hauling  corn  to  the  house  of  said  Linder,  which  corn,  they  both  told  him,  they  had  brought  out  of  Piney 
island,  a  plantation  on  the  land  in  question;  the  said  Marshall  also  deposed,  that  some  time  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1794,  he  came  to  Tensaw  to  live;  that  in  the  year  1795,  he  was  on  the  land  in  question,  at  that  time  known  as 
Collett's  island;  that  he  was  on  the  island,  and  saw  the  hands  of  John  Linder  and  his  overseer,  Mr.  Lott,  cultivating 
the  land  in  question;  that  he  got  roasting  ears  out  of  the  fields,  and  that  he  well  recollected  that  these  circumstan- 
ces took  place  after  the  death  of  Tovvnsen. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Natt  Christmas,  representative  of  Michael  Hartly;  case  commenced  in  page  816. 

Michael  Hartly  appeared  in  person  before  the  Board,  and  acknowledged  the  instrument  of  writing,  or  deed  of 
conveyance,  which  is  noted  in  page  816,  to  be  his  free  and  voluntaiy  act,  and  for  the  uses  and  to  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  said  deed. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Natt  Christmas's  case.  No.  240  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  87  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  of  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  under  the  third  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 
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To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting-  claims  to  land  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  in  the  island  known  by  the  name  of  Nanna  Hubba, 
formed  by  the  Cut-oft"  of  the  rivers  Torabigbee  and  Alabama,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  on  a  cedar 
stake,  being  Joseph  Bates's  lower  corner,  near  the  bank  of  the  riverj  running  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees 
east,  eighty  chains;  thence,  south,  to  the  river  Tombigbee:  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  river  to  the  beginning;  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  sixty  acres:  is  claimed  by  Natt  Christmas,  as  a  pre-emption,  by  virtue  of  the  third  section 
of  said  act,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  agreeably 
to  the  directions  of  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  tiled'. 

NATT  CHRISTMAS. 

April 30,  1805.  [Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  242. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

James  Callier  and  William  Buford  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by 
the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  they  believed  that  Natt  Christmas,  the 
claimant,  cultivated  the  land  in  question,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  before  and  afterwards,  and  that  he  was  at  that 
time  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  McDaniel,  representative  of  George  Phillips;  case  No.  241  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  39 
on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — xY  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  I803,for  receiv- 
ing unci  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee,  on  Major's  creek, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  beginning  at  an  iron  wood,  and  running  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  seventy- 
seven  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  west,  forty-five  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  sixty- 
one  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence,  south,  twenty  chains,  to  a  black  gum; 
thence,  north,  eighty-four  degrees  east,  seventy-two  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  thirty-five 
chains,  to  Major's  creek;  and  thence,  with  the  creek,  to  the  beginning;  containing  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres, 
having  such  shape,  form  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  annexed:  is  claimed  by 
William  McDaniel,  legal  representative  of  George  Phillips,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  said  act,  as  a 
donation,  and  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by 
said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

WILLIAM  McDANIEL, 

Legal  representative  of  George  Phillips. 
March  27,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  23,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Levi  Quails. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  113,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Richard  Coleman  and  William  Buford  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated 
by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  had  no  interest  in  this  claim;  the  said  Coleman  testified,  that,  as  well  as  he 
recollected,  George  Phillips  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question,  in  the  year  1797,  and  continued  thereon 
until  his  death;  that  he  was,  in  the  year  1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family;  that  he,  Cole- 
man, believed  that  the  land  had  been  in  cultivation  ever  since,  to  the  use  of  the  claimant;  that  he  knew  that  the  pre- 
sent' claimant  had  derived  his  title  to  the  land  in  question,  from  Wyseman  Walker,  the  second  husband  of  the 
wife  of  George  Phillips:  that  said  Phillips  left,  when  he  died,  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter;  the  said  Buford 
testified,  that  he  had  heard  Wyseman  Walker,  the  present  husband  of  the  late  wife  of  George  Phillips,  deceased, 
say,  that  he.  Walker,  had  sold  said  land  to  William  McDaniel;  that  Mrs.  Walker,  late  Mrs.  Phillips,  had  two 
children  by  George  Phillips,  her  first  husband. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

William  Buford,  representative  of  George  Weekley,  Sen.;  case  No.  242  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No. 
-  53  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— K  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803, /or  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Tombigbee,  bounded 
to  the  north, by  the  Major's  creek  and  John  Mills's  lands,  to  the  south  by  Conrad  Selhoof,  and  to  the  west  by  Glade 
Rasley's  claim,  and  hath  such  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed,  con- 
taining six  hundred  and  forty  acres:  is  claimed  by  William  Buford,  under  and  in  virtue  of  a  donation  right,  now  de- 
livered to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act. 
To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

[Plot  omitted.  ]  W.  BUFORD. 

Surveyed  22d  March,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.     Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Levi  Quails. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east side,)  vol.  1,  page  123,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

Richard  Coleman,  Thomas  Marshall,  and  John  Milliken,  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn 
and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  they  deposed,  that  they  were  not  interested  in  this  claim;  the  said  Coleman  testified 
that  as  well  as  he  recollected,  in  the  year  1797,  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  by  Peter  Roily,  a  Spanish 
commandant,  by  permission  of  John  Linder,  Sen.  who  continued  thereon  until  the  evacuation  of  the  Spaniards  in 
1799-  that,  as  he,  Coleman,  believed,  said  Linder  was,  in  the  year  1797,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of 

Question.  Has  said  land  been  cultivated  ever  since  the  evacuation  of  the  Spaniards  or  not.' 
Answer.  [  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  the  place  evacuated. 
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Question.  Has  this  land  been  constantly  cultivated  to  the  use  of  John  Linder,  Sen.? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  other  claimant 
'      Question.  By  whom  was  this  land  cultivated  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

The  said  Marshall  deposed,  that  as  well  as  he  recollected,  he  came  to  live  on  the  land  in  question,  with  Peter 
Roily,  a  Spanish  commandant,  who  was  the  tenant  of  John  Linder,  Senior;  that  said  Roily  cultivatccl  a  considera- 
ble garden  on  said  land,  in  that  year:  that,  in  the  same  year  said  Linder  removed  from  the  place  in  question 
below  the  present  boundary  line,  to  a  place  called  Honeycut's  blutt'. 

The  said  Milliken  deposed,  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  Arthur  Patton  resided  on,  and  cultivated  the  land 
in  question  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803;  that  he  saw  Mr.  Patton  on  the  place  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year-  and  saw 
a  crop  on  the  land.  j      ' 

Lemuel  Henry  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  always  understood  and  did  believe,  that  Arthur  Patton  in 
habited  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question,  on  the  third  day  of  Ma...h,  1803,  by  and  under  the  permission  of  John 
Mills,  executor  of  John  Linder. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration.    . 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  11th  instant. 

Tuesday,  June  11,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  14th  instant. 

Friday,  June  14,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Joseph  Campbell,  representative  of  Augustin  Rochon  and  Louisa  Rochon;  case  commenced  in  page  828. 
The  claimant  e.xhibited  two  Spanish  warrants  of  survey,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Mobile,  December  31,  1793. 

Mr.  Augustin  Rochon  of  this  place,  and  Lieutenant  of  its  militia,  with  respect,  lays  before  you  that  there  is 
on  the  river  of  Tombigbee  twenty  acres  of  vacant  land,  bounded  on  the  south  by  a  tract  that  the  widow  Rochon 
petitioned  for,  and  on  the  north  by  a  bayou  without  name,  that  divides  it;  and  not  having  had  until  now  any 
owner,  and  the  petitioner  having  sufficient  force  for  the  cultivation,  he  respectfully  prays  that  the  proper  titles  may 
be  passed  through  the  Secretary's  Office  of  Government,;  a  favor  he  hopes  to  receive  from  your  excellency. 

AUGUSTIN  ROCHON.    . 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Mobile,  February  20,  1794. 

By  the  information  I  have  taken  from  several  planters  in  this  jurisdiction,  the  twenty  acres  of  land  petitioned 
for  as  above  is  proved  to  be  vacant,  and  belonging  to  the  King;  therefore,  if  your  excellency  thinks  proper,  the 
titles  of  concession  may  be  passed  the  Secretary's  Office  of  Government. 

PEDRO  OLIVIER. 

'  New  Orleans,  March  9,  1794. 

The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province,  or  whoever  may  be  so  appointed,  will  settle  the  petitioner  on  ten  acres  of 
land  in  front,  out  of  the  tvventy  petitioned  for,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  acres;  situated  in  the  place  ex- 
pressed in  the  preceding  memorial,  and  not  to  injure  the  neighbors;  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  a  road 
and  regular  clearing,  in  the  precise  space  of  one  year;  and  to  remain  null  this  concession,  if,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  shall  not  be  found  settled,  and  not  in  a  situation  to  be  alienated:  under 
which  proposition  the  suiTey  will  be  made  and  remitted  to  me,  in  order  to  furnish  the  interested  the  proper  title  in 
*o™-  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

Mobile,  February  25,  1804. 
Compared  with  the  original  that  is  in  these  archives. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Joseph  Gordon,  do  solemnly  swear  by  the  name  of  the  ever-living  God,  that  this  is  a  true  translation  of  the 
Spanish  order  of  survey  hereunto  annexed,  according  to  my  best  knovirledge  and  belief. 

J.  GORDON. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  June  14,  1805. — Attest:  David  Parmelee  3d,  Clerk. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Mobile,  December  31,  1793. 

The  widow  Rochon  of  this  place,  with  due  respect,  appears  before  you  and  says,  that,  on  the  Tombigbee  river, 
there  are  thirty  acres  in  front  with  the  corresponding  depth,  of  vacant  land,  having  no  proprietor:  bounded  on  the 
north  by  a  tract  belonging  to  Mr.  Augustin  Rochon,  and  on  the  south  by  another  that  belonged  formerly  to  Mr.  Dan- 
iel Ward;  and  as  it  is  desired  that  the  petitioner  has  sufficient  force  for  its  cultivation,  respectfully  prays  your  ex- 
cellency, that  the  corresponding  titles  of  right  may  be  passed  through  the  Secretary's  Office  of  Government;  a 
favor  she  hopes  to  receive  from  your  excellency. 

Widow  ROCHON. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Mobile,  January  20,  1794. 

By  the  information  I  have  taken  from  several  planters  in  this  jurisdiction,  the  land  petitioned  for  as  above 
is  proved  to  be  vacant;  and  if  your  excellency  thinks  proper,  the  titles  of  concession  may  be  passed. 

PEDRO  OLIVIER. 

New  Orleans,  March  9,  1794. 

The  Surveyor  General  of  this  province  or  whoever  may  be  so  appointed,  will  settle  the  petitioner  on  ten  acres 
of  land  in  front  out  of  the  thirty  acres  petitioned  for,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  acres;  situated  in  the  place 
pointed  out  in  the  preceding  memorial,  being  vacant,  and  not  to  injure  the  neighbors;  with  the  precise  condition  of 
making  a  road  and  regular  clearing  in  the  precise  space  of  one  year;  and  to  remain  null  this  concession,  if,  at  the 
end  of  the  precise  space  of  three  years,  the  land  shall  not  be  found  settled,  and  not  in  a  situation  to  be  alienated; 
under  which  proposition  the  survey  will  be  made  and  remitted  to  me,  in  order  to  furnish  the  interested  with  titles 
in  form. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

Confronted  witli  the  original  that  is  in  these  archives. 

JOAQUIN  DE  OSORNO. 

I,  Joseph  Gordon,  do  solemnly  swear  in  the  name  of  the  ever-living  God,  that  this  is  a  true  translation  of  the 
Spanish  order  of  survey  hereto  annexed,  according  to  my  best  knowledge  and  belief. 
^  >  =        /  s  J    GORDON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  June  14,  1805.— Attest:  David  Parmelee  2d,  Clerk. 
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On  the  back  of  tlie  said  Spanish  orders  of  survey  are  two  endorsements,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

I  do  assign  the  within  title  papers  or  warrants  to  Joseph  Campbell,  tor  value  received;  as  witness  my  hand  and 
seal,  this  27th  day  of  February,  1804. 

AUGUSTIN  ROCHON.     [l.  s.] 

Attest:  R.  H.  Gilmer,  Nicholas  Weeks. 

T  do  assign  the  within  title  papers  or  warrants  to  Joseph  Campbell,  for  value  received;  as  witness  my  hand  and 
seal,  this  27th  day  of  February,  1804. 

AUGUSTIN  ROCHON. 

Attest:  R.  H.  Gilmer,  Nichomas  Weeks. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  power  or  letter  of  attorney  from  the  widow  Rochon,  bearing  date  the  36th  February, 
1804,  authorizing  Augustin  Rochon  to  do,  in  her  behalf,  as  he  might  think  fit  in  all  things  respecting  her  lands  in 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  territory. 

Simon  Andrey  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  lands  now  claimed  under  the  Spanish  warrants  of  survey, 
one  in  the  name  of  Augustin  Rochon,  and  the  other  in  the  name  of  the  widow  Rochon,  were  inhabited  and  culti- 
vated on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  by  said  Augustin  Rochon;  that  the  cultivation  was  made  by  his  slaves,  and 
the  slaves  of  the  w"idow  Rochon,  his  mother;  and  that  she  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a 
family,  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1794. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Benjamin  .Stedkam's  case,  commenced  in  page  813. 

Benjamin  Hooven  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn  and  interrogated  by  the  Board,  he  deposed, 
that  he  was  not  interested  in  this  claim;  that  the  land  in  question  Was  cultivated  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  by 
Moses  Stedham;  but  whether  he  cultivated  to  his  own  use  or  to  the  use  of  the  claimant,  he,  Hooven,  did  not  know; 
that  Moses  Stedham  was,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  15th  instant.  y 

Saturday,  Jitne  15,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment-    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Narciso  Broutin's  case,  commenced  in  page  809. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deposition  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz: 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General:  Pensacola,  Februai-y  12,  1805. 

Mr.  James  Innerarity  of  this  place,  agent  for  Mr.  Young  Gains,  planter^  in  the  district  of  Tombigbee,  with 
the  greatest  respect  appears  before  you  and  sets  forth,  that  the  said  Gains,  in  order  to  assure  to  himself  tiie  posses- 
sion of  some  lands  which  he  has  bought  of  Narcissus  Broutin,  in  said  district,  when  he  was  under  the  dominion  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  stands  in  need  of  the  legal  testimony  of  Geraud,  of  this  place,  in  order  to  prove  that  the 
said  lands  were  sowed  and  cultivated  before  the  American  Government  took  possession  of  the  district;  therefore, 
he  prays  your  excellency  to  call  before  your  tribunal  the  said  Geraud,  and  make  liini  declare  on  oath  what  he  knows 
of  the  following  points:  If  he  remembers  having  ascended  the  river  Tombigbee  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the 
year  1795?  If  afterwards,  he  observed  a  plantation  situated  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Tombigbee  and  Alabama, 
on  the  east  bank.'  If  he  knew  to  whom  belonged  that  plantation  before  mentioned,  and  if  tlie  owner  of  it  was  a 
Spanish  subject.''  If  said  plantation  was  cultivated  and  sowed  at  that  time,  and  if  there  was  houses  built  upon  it.' 
And  after  these  declarations  are  made  that  the  original  may  be  returned  for  the  purposes  intended,  which  is  a  favor 
I  hope  to  merit  from  the  known  justice  of  your  excellency. 

JAMES  INNERARITY. 

Pensacola,  February  13,  1805. 
In  order  to  legalize  the  declaration  of  Felix  Geraud,  for  want  of  a  notary,  I  named  for  the  purpose  Mr.  Mathias 
Cervera  and  Francisco  A.  Navarro,  the  which  they  accepted,  and  oftered  to  fulfil  the  charge  preferred,  in  order  to 
legalize  the  oath;  and  in  due  form  presented  themselves  and  signed  with  me. 

VICENTE  FOLCH, 
FRANCISCO  A.  NAVARRO, 
MATHIAS  CERVERA. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  Felix  Geraud  presented  himself  before  me  and  the  assisting  witnesses:  and 
it  was  demanded  it  he  swore  by  God  and  the  Cross  to  say  the  truth  to  the  interrogatory  set  forth  in  this  notice;  he 
said,  yes,  he  swore. 

It  was  demanded  by  the  tenor  of  it,  the  which  was  stated  to  him,  and  that  be  should  make  a  true  declaration  of 
all.  He  said,  that  he  remembered  to  have  ascended  the  river  Tombigbee  in  the  year  past  of  1795;  and  that  he  saw 
there  was  a  plantation  between  the  rivers  Tombigbee  and  Alabama,  on  the  east  bank,  and  that  it  belonged  to  Mr. 
Narcissus  Broutin,  a  Spanish  planter;  that  he  had  houses.,  &c.;  that,  in  the  time  of  which  he  spoke,  his  negroes 
were  clearing  the  land  of  the  plantation,  and  that  he  knew  the  said  Broutin  then  sowed  the  said  plantation;  that  is 
all  he  has  to  say  on  the  business,  the  which  he  affirms  and  ratifies  under  the  oath  given;  that  he  is  in  years,  and 
signs  this  with  me  and  the  assisting  witnesses. 

FELIX  GERAUD, 

FOLCH, 

FRANCISCO  A.  NAVARRO, 

MATHIAS  CERVERA. 

I,  Joseph  Gordon,  do  solemnly  swear  by  the  ever-living  God.  that  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the 
Spanish  affidavit  or  writing  hereto  annexed,  according  to  my  best  knowledge  and  belief. 
*^  o        .7  B  J    GORDON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  the  Board,  June  15,  1805. — Attest:  David  Paumelee  2d,  Clerk. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  17th  instant. 

Monday,  June  17,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant. 

Wednesday,  June  19,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Heirs  of  Valentine  Dubuoca;  case  commenced  in  page  828. 

Simon  Andrey  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  knew  that  Valentine  Du- 
broca,  under  whom  this  claim  is  made,  was  the  same  person  under  whom  George  Brewer,  as  his  representative, 
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claims  land  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  wairant  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  said  Valentine  Dubroca;  and  that  said  Du- 
broca  died  in  the  year  1799. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  bo  poatpon,ed  for  consideration. 
.Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  23d  instant. 

Saturday,  June  23,  1605. 
The  Bo^rd  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
.\djourned  until  Tuesday,  the  25th .instant. 

Tuesday,  June  25,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

James  Carpenter,  heir  at  law  to  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Carperiter;  case  No.  213  on  the  ducket  of  the 
Board,  and  No.  1  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— \  right  to  one  thousand  :)cres,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant, .under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed,  in  piursilance  fif  an  act^  pf  Congress  passed  the  3d  dcty  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving-  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  soulli  of  Tennessee,  and., east  of  Pearl  river- 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  luud^  lying  east  of  the  Alabama  liver,  butted  and  bounded  to 
the  south  and  southwest  on  the  lands  of  Jacob  Blackwell,  on  the  north  by  the  i:iver,  and  on  all  other  sides  vacant, 
about  forty-five  miles  from  Mobile  town,  is  claimed  by  James  Carpi^nter,  of  Adams  county,  Mississippi  territory, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  a  British  pateiit  granted  to  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Carpentei-,  a.s  may, appear  by  the 
(iriginal  patent,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Peai'l  river,  to  be  re- 
corded us  directed  by  that  act.     To  all  which  l,ie  btgs-leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

JAMES  CARPENTER, 
Heir  at  law  to  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Carpenter. 
FEBRUAnv  4,  1804.  i 

.    ,       ,  [Plot  omitted.]    • 

West  Florida,  ss.  ^ 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  ^c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
these  presents,  foriis,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  Richard,  Caleb,  anil  Joseph  Carpenter,  their 
heiis  and  assigns^  all  that  tract  of  land,  situated 'on  the  east  side  of  the  Alabama  river,  butting  and  bounding  to  the 
south  and  southwest  on  the  land  of  Jacob- Blackwell,  and  on  the  northwest  side  on  the  river,  and  on  all  other  parts 
by.  vacant  land,  about  forty-five  miles  from  Mobile  town,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape, 
form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by 
our  Surveyor  General  of  hinds;  which  sjid  tract  of,  land  contains  one  thousand  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the 
further  certificate  hereunio  likewise  anne.Ked,  under  the  hand  of  oursaid  Surveyor  General  of  lands,  in  our  said 
province,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear:  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and  timber  trees,  lakes, 
ponds,  fishings,  waters,  watercourses,  profits,'comniodities,  hereditaments,  and  appuitenancesj  whatsoever  thereunto 
belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling,  in  and  upon 
the  same,  and  all  mines  and  niinerals,  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  laud,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances, 
unto  the  said  Richard,  Ciileb,  and  Joseph  Carpenter,  theii-  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage, 
yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  be- 
mg,  or  to  .such  other  officer  as  shall.be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-r6nt  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per 
acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year,  the  first  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  which 
shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  alter  tlie  said  feast 
annually:  Provided,  always,  (and  this  present  grant  is  upon  condition,)  nevertheless.  That  the  said  Richard,  Caleb, 
and  Joseph  Carpenter,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years  after  the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty 
acres  of  plantable  laud  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three  acres  at  least  in  that  pai  t  thereof  which  he  or  they 
shall  judge  most  convenient  and  ailvantageous,  or  else  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken 
sround,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsii,  if  any  sucn  shall  be  contained  therein;  and  shall  further,  witliin  the 
time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof,  accounted  barren,  three  neat  cattle,  and  continue 
the  same  thereon  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully  cleared  and  improved:  and  if  it  shall  so  happen 
that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  ti'act?  of  land  fit  fur  present  cultivation,  without  maimring  and  improving  the 
.same,  if  the  said  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Carpenter,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years 
from  the  date  hereof,  erect,  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  one  good  dwelling-house,  to  c(mtain  at  least 
■  tweijty  feet  in  length,  and  sixteen  feet  in  breadth;  and  put  on  the  said  tract  of  land  the  like  number  of  three 
neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty  acres  therein  contained;  or  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of 
land  .shall  be  rocky  or  Stony  ground,  not  fit  lor  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years  as  afore- 
said, besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  employ  thereon,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years  then  next  ensu- 
ing, in  digging  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  one  good  and  able  hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be 
accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improvement:  Provided,  also.  That  every  three  acres  which  shall  be  cleared 
and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained  as  aforesaid,  shall  further  be  accounted  a  suflicient  seating,  planting,  cultiva- 
tion, and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  iifty  acres  of  land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted: 
and  the  said  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Carpenter,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  their 
stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportiim  to  such  cultivation  and  improvement^  aforesaid,  as 
shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or  marshes  therein  contained:  Provided,  also, 
T4iat  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this  province  within  six  nwnths  from  the  date 
hereof;  and,  also,  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  esta- 
blishment shall  take  place  in  this  province:  ^Provided,  always.  That  the  said  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Car- 
penter, tlieir  heirs  and  assigns, at  any  time  liereaiter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land, 
or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating, 
planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the  county,  district,  or  precinct, 
where  the  said  land  lieth,  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record 
of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  trial  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  of  said 
land:  Provided,  always,  nevertheless.  That  if  the  said  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Carpenter,  their  heirs  and  as- 
signs, do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with,  and  fulfil  the  respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set 
forth,  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or, 
if  the  said  Richard.  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Carpenter,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit- 
rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after,  annually, 
['or  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant,  that  then,  and  in  eithei  of  these  cases  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void, 
aiiy  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and 
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premises  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  fiiliy  and 
absolutely,  as  if  the  same  had  never  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida.  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Montfort 
Browne.  Esquire,  our  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in  chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at  Pen- 
sacola,  this  32(1  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1769,  and  in  the  ninth  year  of  pur  reign. 

MONTFORT  BROWNE. 
Signed  in  council,  22d  July,  1769.  , 

Francis  Poussett,  Dep.  Clk.  Council,. 
Recorded  24th  July,  1769,  book  E,  folio  19. 

FRANCIS  POUSSETT,  Dep.  Hegtsle,; 
A  deposition  was  also  exhibited  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 

Be  it  kjiown  to  all  men  by  these  presents,  that,  on  the  23d  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  1804,  before  me,  Israel 
E.  Trask,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified  notary  public  in  and  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  personally  came  and 
appeared  Mr.  Stephen  Watts,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say,  that  he  was 
personally  knowirig  to  the  residence  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Carpenter,  at  Baton  Rouge,  in  the  province  of 
West  Florida,  at  the  time  that  j-aid  province  was  surrendered  to  the  arms  of  Spain;  and  also  that  the  said  Richard 
Carpenter  after\('ards  moved  to  the  district  of  Natchez,  then  under  the  sovereignty  of  Spain,  where  the  said  Richard 
continued,  and  died  a  Spanish  subject. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  affixed  my  seal,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

I.E.  TRASK,  Nolary  Public,  [l.  s.] 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  of  Tombigbee, )  vol.  1,  page  1,  by  Edwakd  Lloyd  AVailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,   Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed,  for  consideration. 

Alexander  Macullagh,  representativeof  Thomas  Underwood;  case  No.  244  on  the  docket  of  the  Board, 
and  No.  90  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  five  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant  to  Thomas  Underwood,  under  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  without  any  plot,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

To  (he  Commissionem  appointed  for  receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  within  the  Mississippi   territory 

,soulh  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803. 
Gentlemen: 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  hind,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory, is  claimed  by  Alexander  Macullagh,  nephew  and  heir  at  law  of  Alexander  Macullagh,  formerly  of  Pensacola, 
in  the  province  of  West  Florida,  deceased,  who  died  intestate;  and  that  the  indenture,  or  deed  of  conveyance, 
mentioned  in  the  following  statement,  and  now  delivered  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  opened  under  and 
by  virtue  of  said  act,  for  lands  lying  east  of  Pearl  river,  will  evince  his  right  and  title  to  the  same.  To  all  which, 
for  greater  certainty,  reference  is  hereby  made. 

ALEXANDER  MACULLAGH. 

•  This  is  a  tract  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  situate  about  sixty -five  miles  above  the  town  of  Mobile,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Alabama  river,  butting  and  bounding  west  on  saifl  river,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land!  The 
title  to  this  tract  will  appear,  first,  by  an  indenture,  or  deed  of  conveyance,  bearing  date  1st  January,  1779,  fjom 
Thomas  Underwood  to  Alexander  Macullagh,  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  the  quantity  now  claimed.  The 
original  grant,  or  patent,  to  Thomas  Underwood  is  lost' or  mislaid,  but  your  claimant  hopes  that,  reference  being 
had  to  the  British  records  of  West  Florida,  it  will  appear  to  have  existed;  he  therefore  trusts,  by  such  documents, 
the  said  claim  will  be  satisfactorily  established,  should  your  honorable  Board  think  the  same  sufficient. 
Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (on  the  east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  246. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  eihibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  frohi  Thanias  Underwood,  bearing  "date  the  1st  of  January,  1779, 
legally  and  fully  executed,  and  duly  recorded,- conveying  to  Alexander  Macullagh  all  the  said  Underwood's  right, 
title,  and  claim  in  and  to  the,  said  tract  of  land. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case' be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Abijah  Hunt,  representative  of  Augustin  Rochon;  case  No.  245  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and>  No,  89  on  the 
books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  one  thousand  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  under  the  fii-st  section  of  the 
act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  'passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting filaims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  beginning 
at  a  live  oak  tree,  nearly  opposite  to  Fort  Stoddert,  running  south,  sixty-two  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  chains  fifty-thri;e  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  twenty-eight  degrees  east,  seventy-eight  chains  seventy- 
five  links,  to  a  stake;  thence,  north,  sixty-two  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  fifty-three  links. 
to  a  stake  im  the  bank  of  the  river;  thence,  down  the  said  river,  with  its  meanders,  to  the  beginning:  is  claimed 
by  Abijah  Hunt,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  'Joseph  Campbell,  who  claims  by  virtue  of  a  Span- 
ish warrant,  or  orde'r  of  survey,  given  by  the  Spanish  Government  to  Augustin  RochOn,  and  by  him  transferred 
to  the  said  Joseph  Campbell.     To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  plot  annexed. 

NICHOLAS  PERKINS, 

Jigent  for  Mijah  Hunt. 
[Plot  omitted.] 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  243,  by  Kdwaru  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?e^w to-. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  deed  from  Joseph  Campbell  and  Isabella  Campbell,  bearing  date  the  16th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1801,  conveying  to  Abijah  Hunt  all  the  said  Joseph's  and  Isabella's  right  and  title  in  and  to  the  said  tract 
of  land. 

The  Board  ordered  tha,t  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Heirs  of  Robert  Farmer;  case  No.  246  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  5  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  to  five  hundred  and  for-fy-two  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  from  Francis  Daran,  under  the  first 
section  of  the  act. 
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The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  t^ogether  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  clairni'd,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  " 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1803,  for 
receiving  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  ami  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land  or  island,  situated  on  the  cast  side  of  Tombigbee  river 
eleven  leagues  from  Mobde,  on  the  Tensaw  river  and  lake,  first  beginning  on  Tensaw  lake,  at  three  water  oaks; 
thence,  south,  twenty  degrees  west,  nine  chains;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  west,  thirty-six  chains,  to  a  white 
hickory,  on  the  Tensaw  river;  thence,  down  said  river,  south,  thirly-tive  (fegrees  east,  eighty  chains;  thence,  south 
fifteen  degrees  east,  fitty-seven  chains:  thence,  north,  forty-five  ilogrecs  east,  nineteen  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty 
degrees  east,  forty-two  chains,  to  a  small  water  oak:  thence,  up  Brier's  creek,  or  Tensaw  lake,  north,  thirty -five°de- 
grees  west,  thirty-eight  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  thirty-one  chains;  thence,  north,  twenty-five 
degrees  west,  thirty-two  chains;  thence,  north,  forty-two  degrees  west,  twenty-four  chains;  thence,  north,  thirty- 
nine  degrees  east,  twenty  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  four  degrees  west,  twenty  chains,  to  a  large  cypress* 
thence,  through  Dyer's  Cut-oft',  north,  thirty-one  degrees  west,  seven  chains;  thence,  north,  seventy  degrees  west! 
eight  chains;  thence,  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  ten  chains,  to  the  beginning:  and  hath  such  forms  and' 
marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing,  in  the  whole  island,  five 
hundred  and  forty-two  acres,  more  or  less:  is  claimed  by  Otto  V.  G.  Barheiie,  of  New-York,  attorney  in  f^act  for 
the  heirs  of  Major  Robert  Farmer,  under  and  in  virtue  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Francis  Daran  to  Robert  Far- 
mer, dated  Mobile,  West  Florida,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  1764,  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer 
as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed.  '  ' 

^       ^  ,,     ,  .  OTTO  V.  T.  BARBERIE. 

Fort  Stoddbrt,  March  19,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted,] 

Surveyed  March  15,  1804,  by  John  Milliken.    Chain  bearers,  James  McConnell  and  Levi  Quails. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  24,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimants  presented  a  writing  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit: 

We,  Peter  Hannibal  Develle,  chevalier  of  the  order  royal  and  military  of  St.  Louis,  late  lieutenant  of  the  King  at 
Mobile,  certifies  that  the  deceased,  Mr.  Boissy,  when  living,  an  officer  of  the  infantry,  has  laid  out  And  established,  fif- 
teeri  years  past,  with  the  approbation  of  the  governors  and  ordinators  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  a  plantation,  situated 
at  Tensaw,  about  eleven  leagues  from  Mobile,  containing  seventy  arpents  of  front;  besides,  there  is  comprised  a  low 
point  of  wood,  bounded  to  the  southeast  by  the  river,  and  to  the  north  by  a  bay,  which  land  Madam  Populus  has 
held  and  possessed  for  some  years  past  by  inheritance  of  the  said  deceased  Boissy,  her  husband.  In  faith  of  which, 
we  have  delivered  the  present  certificate,  for  to  serve  him,  and  to  validate  the  titles  of  property  of  the  said  land  and 
its  dependencies. 

DEVELLE. 

Mobile,  December  9,  1763.  - 

Subjoined  to  the  foregoing  certificate  is  another  writing  in  ihe  French  language,  unaccompanied  with  any  transla- 
tion, purporting  to  be  a  certificate,  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of  December,  1763,  from  the  then  Governor  of  New  Or- 
leans, under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  Government,  certifying  that  the  aforesaid 
land  and  its  dependencies  belonged  to  Madam  Populus.  Another  writing  in  the  French  language,  without  any 
translation  of  the  same,  was  exhibited,  bearing  date  tlie  28th  day  of  December,  1763,  purporting  to  be  a  bill  of  sale 
from  Madam  Populus  to  Daran,  conveying  toliim  the  land  abovementioned. 

The  claimants  also  exhibited  a  deed  fiom  Fr.incis  Daran,  bearing  date  the  11th  day  of  June,  1764,  conveying  to 
Robert  Farmer,  Esquire,  all  the  said  Madam  Popiilus's  right  and  title  to  said  land,  and  the  buildings  and  improve- 
ments thereon. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Heirs  of  Robert  Farmer;  case  No.  247  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  4  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  deed  from  Peter  Deforge,  under  the  first, sec- 
tion of  the  act. 

The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  . 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  Sd  of  March,  1803,  for  receiving 
and  adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  on  the  north  end  of  an  island,  situate  on  the  east  side  of 
Tombigbee  river,  on  the  Tensaw  river,  about  eleven  leagues  from  Mobile;  first  beginning  on  the  Tensaw  river  at  a 
small  water  oak;  thence,  up  said  river,  north,  thirty-five  degrees  west,  sixty-five  chains,  to  an  elm  and  the  forks  of 
the  lake  and  river;  thence,  up  a  creek,  south,  thirty-eight  degrees  west,  twenty-eight  chains;  thence,  south,  seven- 
ty-seven degrees  west,  thirteen  chains;  thence,  north,  tifty-two  degrees  west,  nineteen  chains:  thence,  north,  nine- 
teen degrees  west,  seven  chains;  thence,  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  thirteen  chains  fifty  links,  to  a  mulberry 
on  the  creek  Sabordin;  thence,  down  said  creek,  south,  five  degrees  west,  fourteen  chains,  to  a  gut;  thence,  south, 
thirty  degrees  west,  forty  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-four  degrees  east,  eighty  chains,  to  an  ash;  thence,  across 
the  island,  north,  seventy-nine  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  ten  chains,  to  the  beginning;  and  hath  sucli  forms  and 
marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  fully  represented  in  the  plot  annexed;  containing  five  hundred  and  t«'enty 
acres,  more  or  less:  is  claimed  by  Otto  V.  T.  Barberie,  of  New  York,  attorney  in  fact  for  the  heirs  of  Major 
Robert  Farmer,  under.and  in  virtue  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Peter  Deforge  to  Robert  Farmer,  dated  1st  of 
November,  1768,  now  delivered  unto  the  Register  of  the  Land  Ofiicel  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded 
as  directed-  by  said  act.    To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as  also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  filed. 

OTTO  V.  T.  BARBERIE. 

Fort  STODDERT,A/arf/t  19,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  14,  1804,  by  J.  Milliken.     Sworn  chain  carriers,  James  M'Connell  and  Levi  Quails. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side  Tombigbee,)  vol.  1,  page  13,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimants  exhibited  a  deed  from  James  Lucian,  bearing  date  the  25th  day  of  March,  1767,  conveying  to 
Peter  Deforge  all  the  right  and  title  of  the  said  Lucian  to  hi?  plantation,  situated  at  Tensaw,  bounding  with  the 
plantation  of  Lafrance. 

Deeds  of  lease  and  release  were  also  exhibited  from  Peter  Deforge,  bearing  date  the  1st  day  of  November,  1768, 
conveying  to  Robert  Farmer,  Esquire,  all  the  said  Deforge's  right,  title,  and  interest  in  and  to  the  said  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  to  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  made. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  tor  consideration. 
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William  Buford,  representative  of  ConradiSellioof;  case  commenced  in  page  821. 

Tlie  claimant  returned  the  ibllowing  order  and  affidavit,  viz: 

Board  of  Commissioners,  Washington  County,  Friday,  May  24,  1805, 

William  Butord  having  appeared  before  the  Board,  and.  on  solemn  oath,  declared  that  he  has  a  claim  pending 
before  the  said  Board,  in  his  own  behalf,  as  representative  of  Conrad  Selhoof,  for  ei^ht  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Alabama  river,  founded  uptin  a  title  derived  under  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  dated  at  New  Or- 
leans the  9th  day  of  February,,  1788;  an,d  that  Mary  Mills,  wife  of  Major  John  Mills,  and  Mary  Coleman,  wife  of  . 
Richard  Colemap,  are  material  and  important  witnesses  \a  support  of  his  said  claim,  apd  that  they,  he  verily  be- 
lieves, and  each  of  themj  are  now  in  such  a  state  of  health,  occasioned  by  severe  sickness  or  personal  inability,  that 
it  is  impracticable  for  them,  or  either  of  them,  personally  to  appear,  before  the  Board,  to  give  their  or  either  of  their 


testimony  in  the  premises. 


W.  H.  BUFORD. 


Whereupon,  it  is  ordered  by  the  Board  that  the  said  Mary  Mills,  wife  of  Major  John  Mills,  and  Mary  Coleman, 
wife  of  Richard  Coleman,  be  duly  qualified  before  some  lawful  magistrate  of  the  county,  wh.o  is  not  interested  in 
the  case,  to  give  true  and  correct  answers  to  the  interrogatories  hereto  subjoined,  and  to  such  other  interrogatories 
as  may  be  proposed  to  them,  or  either  of  them;  and  their  and  each  of  their  answers  shall  be  certified  to  this  Board, 
by  the  magistrate  taking  the  same,  in  due  form  of  huv. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

Attest:        DAVID  PARMELEE  2d,  Clerk. 

Question.  Have  you  or  either  of  you  any  interest  in  or  by  the  establishment  of  the  present  claim? 

Answer.  I  have  no  interest  in  the  establishment  of  the  present  claim. 

Question.  How  long  has  the  laiid  now  claimed  been  in  the  occupancy  and  possession  of  the  present  claimant,  and 
those  under  whom  he  holds?  '  -  , 

Answer.  It  has  been  in  the  occupancy  of  Selhoof,  or  the  mail  commonly  called  Collet,  sixteen  years,  and  in  the 
possession  of  Buford,  the  representative, of  Selhoof,  about  eighteen  months.. 

Question.  Have  these  persons  held  an  uninterrupted  possession,  holding  out  all  others  therefrom,  and  no  other 
person  claiming  any  right  thereto?     ,  ,'  ^      _  ■  ■  .  ' 

Answer.  They  haveheld  an  uoiuteriyipted  posse'ssibn,  and  no  person  whatever,  within  my  knowledge,  has  claimed 
any  right  thereto. 

Question.  Was  the  land  now  claithe<l  by  William  Buford,  as  repi'essntative  of  Conrad  Selhoof,  inhabited  and 
cultivated  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  and  for  whose  use  and  benelit?  .'  ," 

Answer.  In  January,  1798,  Selhoof,  pr  comniotdy  called  Collet,  depa^^ted  this  life:  then,  the  heirs'of  Selhoof  or 
Collet  sold  it  to  John  Linder,  senior,  vvho  cultivated  it  for  one  year,  or  perhaps  more. 

Question.  Was  Conrad  Selhoof  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1788,  the  head  of  a  family,  or  twenty-one  years  of  age? 

Answer.  He  was,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1788,  the  head  of  a  family,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Question.  What  kind  of  cultivation  and  improvement  was  made  on  the  land  in  question? 

Answer.  Corn  and  rice  were  cultivated  on  the  land  in  question. 

Question  (by  Mr.  Buford.)  Do  you  know  Selhoof  to  be  the  man  commonly  called  Collet? 

Answer.  He  was  commonly  called  Collet,  but  he,  at  all  times,  signed  his  name  Selhoof. 

Question  (by  Mr.  Buford.)    Do  you  know  of  Cornelius  McCurtin  having  power  of  attorney  from  the  widow  of  , 
Selhoof  or  the  man  called  Collet? 

Answer.  Cornelius  McCurtin  at  all  times  acted  as  the  attorney  in  fact  for  the  widowof  Selhoof  or  the  man  com- 
monly called  Collet.    ,  i 

Mississippi, Territory, /Fas/M'n^/o?ico!m<t/;  ,  ■      ..  ' 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Mary  Mills,  wife  of  Major  John  Mills,  and,  being  sworn,  saith,  that  the 
answers  to  the  within  several  (juestions  are  truci  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge.  S*orn  aiid  subscribed  to,  before 
me,  this  26th  June,  1805.  '  ' 

-  MARY  MILLS. 

■     Figures  Lewis,  J.  P. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  counfy:  '  ~" 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  Mary  Mills,  wife  of  Major  John  Mills,  personally  appeared  before  me.  and  sub- 
gcribed  the  oath,  above  written,  relative  to  tlie  truth  of  the  several  within  answers,  and  these  interrogatories  were 
sealed  up  by  me  this  26th  June,  1805. 

FIGURES  LEWIS,  /.  P. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  28th  instant. 

Friday,  c/wne  28,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Josepli  Chambers. 

Benjamin  Stedham's  case,  commenced  in  page  813. 

Theodore  Brightwell  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  land  in  question  was 
cultivated  by  Moses  Stedham,  the  son  of  the  claimant,  in  the  years  1801,  1802,  and  1803;  that  the  land  being 
situated  in  an  island,  it  was  not  usual  for  people  to  inhabit  thereon;  that  he  had  seen  corn  growing  on  the  cleared 
land,  within  the  lines  of  this  claim,  in  each  of  the  years  aforesaid;  but  could  not  say  whether  Moses" Stedham  culti- 
vated by  the  permission,  or  for  the  use  and  account,  of  Benjamin  Stedham,  his  father,  or  for  his  own  use  and  account, 
and  without  his  father's  authority;  that  Benjamin  Stedham,  the  claimant,  was,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  more 
than  thirty  years  of  age. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

Heirs  of  Peter  Deforge;  case  No.  248  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  68  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 
Claim. — A  right  to  one  hundred  and  eight  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 
The  claimants  presented  their  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words' and  figures 
following',  viz: 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March^  1803,  for  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  cast  of  Pearl  river. 

Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tensaw,  bounded 
on  the  southeast  by  land  belonging  to  Robert  Farmer,  northeast  by  the  river  Tensaw,  and  on  the  other  sides  by 
vacant  land,  bearing  date  the  23d  day  of  September,  1778,  containing  one  hundred  and  eight  acres,  is  claiitied  by 
the  heirs  of  Peter  Deforge,  in  and  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  and  is  now  exhibited  to  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  established  east  of  Pearl  river,  to  be  recorded  as  directed  by  said  act.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as 
also  to  a  copy  of  the  plot  herewith  tiled. 

FRANCISCO  FONTANILLA, 

M  SI    1804  Legal  Representative  of  the  heirs  of  Peter  Deforge. 

[Plot  omitted.  ] 
Surveyed  22d  day  of  September,  1778,  by  Elias  Durnford,  Surveyor  General. 
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■A  British  grant  was  exhibited  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  viz:  ». 

West  Florida,  ss. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great.  Briain,  Fran'ce.  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  fyc. 
To  alt  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greelinz.~ 

Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motfon.  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
these  presents,  i'or  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  Peter  Deforge.  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tensaw,  bounded  on  the  southeast  by  land  belonging  to 
Robert  Farmer,  Esq. ,  northeast  by  the  river  Tensaw,  and  on  the  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  distant  from  Pensacola 
about  seventy  miles,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida,  and'  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both  natural  and 
artiticial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof,  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands: 
which  said  tract  of  land  contains  one  hundred  and  eight  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto 
likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands,  in  our  said  province,  may  more  fully  and 
at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwood,  timber  and  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  water- 
courses, profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  aud  appurtenances  whatsoever  tliercuritu  belonging,  or  in  any  wise 
appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  ol"  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines 
and  minerals,  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  arid  successors,  all  hiines  o!  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  gi'anted,  vvitli  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Peter  Deforge, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage:  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or 
to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointeiJ  to  receive 
the  same  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  Sterling  per  acre,  at  ttie  fiJast  of  St.  Michdel  every  year;  the  first  payment  to 
commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  date 
hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast  annually:  Provided  always,  (and  this  preseiit  grant  is  upoiji  con- 
dition,) nevertheless.  That  the  said  Peter  Deforge,  his  heirs  orassigns,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years  after  the  date 
hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  cleaK  and  cultivate  thtee  acre^,  at  least,  in  that  part 
thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous,  or  else  do  drain  ant^  clear  three  acres  of 
swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  cohlained  ttierein;  aiid  shall  fur- 
ther, within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  tipon  every  fifty  acres  tliereof,  accounted  barren,  three  neat  cattle,  and 
continue  the  same  thereon  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully  cleared  and  improved:  and  if  it  shall  so 
happen  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  present  cultivation,  without  manuring  and  improving  the 
same,  if  the  said  Peter  Deforge,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the  c^ate  iiereof,  erect  on  some 
part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling-house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  and  sixteen  in 
breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty  acres  therein  con- 
tained; or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit  for  culture  or  pas- 
ture, shall  and  do,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  employ  thereon,  and 
continue  to  work  for  three  years  then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  oive  good  and  able  hand 
for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improvement:  Provided,  also, 
That  every  three  acres  which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid,  shall  further  be  ac- 
counted a  sufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvemerit,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  ol' 
land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted;  and  the  said  Peter  Deforge,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  cultivation  and 
improveinents  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lauds,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or  marshes  therein 
contained:  Provided,  also.  That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this  province,  within 
six  months  from  the  date  hereof;  and,  also,  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  Office,  within  the 
same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province.  Provided,  ahvays.  That  the  said  Peter  Deforge, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land,  or  any 
part  thereof,  according  to  the  conditions  and  directions  above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating,  plantiiig, 
cultivation,  and  improvement,  in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the  county,  district,  or  precinct  where  the 
said  land  lieth,  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant, 
a  copy  of  which,  duly  attestea,  shall  be  admitted  on  trial,  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  of  the  said  land:  Pro- 
vided always,  nevertheless.  That,  if  the  said  Peter  Deforge,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply 
with  and  fulfil  the  respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth,  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said 
land,  within  the  time  herein  above  limited,  for  the  completion  ihereof;  or,  if  the  said  Peter  Deforge,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  ot  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper 
officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St. 
Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant,  that  then,  and  in  either  of 
these  cases,  respectively,  tliis  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  contained  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and 
the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  or  parcel  thereof,  shall 
revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely  as  if  the  sapie  had  never  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida.  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter 
Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at 
Pensacola,  this  16th  day  (Jf  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1779,  and  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

PETER  CHESTER. 
Passed  the  Secretary's  Office: 

Elihu  Hall  Bay,  Deputy  Secretary,     [l.  s.] 

West  Florida,  .?s.- 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  P^ter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  GoVernor,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  &c.  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  16th  day  of 
April,  1779,  I  have  perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify,  that  there  is  no  error 
therein  apparent  to  me. 

.  E.  R.  WEGG,  Attorney  General. 

Pensacola,  Auditor's  Office,  April  16,  1779. 

A.  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  page  59,  per 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  Auditor. 

Pensacola,  West  Florida,  Secretary's  Office,  April  16,  1779. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  'and  the  certificate  of  the 
Attorney  General,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A, 
No.  S,  page  490. 

Examined,  and  compared  with  the  said  record,  by 

ELIHU  HALL  BAY,  Deputy  Secretary  and  Register. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  141,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?e^w/er. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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George  Burdon's  case.  No.  249  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No  74  on  the  books  of  the  Register.' 

Claim. — A  right  to  two  hundred  acres  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

This  survey  was  made  the  19th  day  of  July,  1779,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  Peter  Chester,  Governor  of  West 
Florida,  dated  the  8th  day  of  May,  1779,  certified  by  Elias  Durnford,  Surveyor  General. 

Isaac  Gilliard  and  Benjamin  Farrar  claim  this  land,  as  attorneys  in  fact,  for  Mr.  George  Burdon. 

West  Florida,  ss. 

Georou  the  Third,  by  the  g-race  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  dtfender  of  the  faith,  4'C. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting:    ■  ■ 

Know  ye,  that  we, of  our  special  grace,  certain"  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  George  Burdon,  who  served  as  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  America  last  war,  his  heirs  and  assigns,, all  that  tract  of  land,  situated  on  an  island,  enclosed  by  Tombig- 
bee,  Tensaw,  and  Brier  creek;  east  by  land  surveyed  for  Joseph  Jackson,  and  a  small  bayou,  north,  by  a  bayou, 
west  by  vacant  land,  in  our  province  of  West  Florida;  and  having  such  shape,  fomi,  and  marks,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands; 
which  said  tract  of  land  contains  two  hundred  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto  likewise 
annexed,  under  the  hand  of  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands,  in  our  said  province,  may  more  fully  imd  at  large 
appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwood,  timber,  and  timber-trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  wafer 
courses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise 
appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege. of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling,  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines 
and  minerals;  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  George  Bur- 
don, his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  .and  common  soccage;  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  for  the  time  being,  or  to  Such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed 
to  receive  the  same  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael,  every  year,  the  first 
payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years 
from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast  annually.  Provided,  always,  ?LnA  this  present 
grant  is  upon  condition,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  and  do,  within  three 
years  after  the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three  acres  at 
least  in  that  part  thereof  v.'hich  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous;  or  else  do  clear  and  drain 
three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground;  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained  therein; 
and  shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  acre  thereof,  accounted  barren,  three  neat 
cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon  until  three  acres,  tor  every  fifty  acres,  be  fully  cleared  and  improved;  and 
if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  present  cultivation,  without  manuring  and 
improving  the  same,  if  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the  date  hereof, 
eiect,  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  one  good  dwelling  house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  ;and 
sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  aforesaid,  on  every  fifty 
acres  therein  contained;  or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit 
for  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  em- 
ploy thereon,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years,  then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  one 
good  and  able  hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  cultivation  and  improvement. 
Provided,  also,  That  every  three  acres,  which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  further  be  accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  for- 
feiture fifty  acres  of  land,  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted.  And  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working,  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  propor- 
tion to  such  cultivation  and  improvements  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken 
grounds,  01- marshes,  therein  contained:  Provided,  also.  That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's 
Office  of  this  province,  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  and  also  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in 
the  Auditor's  Office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided,  always. 
That  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and 
improved  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make 
proof  of  such  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement  in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the  county, 
district,  or  precinct,  where  the  said  land  lieth;  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there 
entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  trial  to  prove  the  seating 
and  planting  of  the  said  land:  Provided,  always,  nevertheless.  That  if  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with,  and  fulfil  the  respective  directions  and  conditions  (herein  above  set 
forth,  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land  within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or 
if  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver 
General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  qui(;-rent  of  one  halfpenny 
sterling,  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St-  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained 
in  this  grant,  that  then,  and  in  cither  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void;  any  thing  contained 
herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises  hereby  speci- 
fied, and  every  part  or  parcel  thereof,"  shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely,  as  if  the 
same  had  never  been  granted.  This  grant  being  in  pursuance  of  our  royal  proclamation,  of  the  seventh  day  of 
October  in  the  third  year  of  our  reign. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida.  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter 
Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  said  province,  atPen- 
sacola,  this  seventeenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  and  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

PETER  CHESTER. 
Passed  the  Secretary's  office. 
West  Florida,  ss.  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  Deputy  Secretary. 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  &c..  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  17th  day 
of  August,  1779,  I  have  perused  and  inspected  the  within  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  ei:ror 
therein  apparent  to  me. 

Pensacola,  Auditor's  Office,  August  17,  1779. 

A  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  page  65.  ^  .  . 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  Auditor. 

Pensacola,  West  Florida,  Secretary's  Office,  August  17,  1779. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Attorney 
General  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's ■  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in   liber  N,  No.  3. 
page  520. 

Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record,  by . 

Entered  in  record  of  claims  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  189. 

JOSEPH  CUAMBERS,  Register. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
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Theodore  Gaillard,  representative  of  Allen  Grant:  case  No.  250  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  70 
on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim.— A.  right  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant  of  survey,  under  the  first  section  of 
the  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  viz: 

This  survey  was  made  the  22ii  day  of  September,  1779,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  Peter  Chester,  Governor  of 
West  Florida,  dated  the  9th  day  of  July,  1779,  certified  by  Elias  Durnford,  Surveyor  General;  this  land  is  claimed 
by  Isaac  Gaillard  and  Benjamin  Farrar,  as  attorneys  in  fart  to  Theodore  Gaillaid,  who  is  the  holder  of  Allen 
Grant's  bond,  to  make  titles  to  the  said  land,  which  bond  and  the  patent  is  recorded  with  the  Register  of  the  district 
of  Washington. 

[Plot  omitted.] 
West  Florida,  ss- 

George  THE  Third,  hy  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,'and  Ireland,  Xing,  defender  of  the  faith, 
fyc.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 
Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  ceiiain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  Allen  Grant,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that 
tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Brier  creek,  bounded  west  by  lands  surveyed  for  Samuel  Fontanella,  south 
by  vacant  land,  and  east  by  Joseph  Jackson's  land,  in  our  province  of  West  T'lorida,  and  having  such  shape,  form, 
and  marks,  both  natural  and  artificial,  as  are  representedin  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our 
Surveyor  General  of  L-ind;  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  one  luindred  acres,  and  is  bounded  as  by  the  further 
certificate  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said  province,  may 
more  fully  and  at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  uilderwood,  timber  and  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings, 
waters,  water-courses,  profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or 
in  anywise  appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling  in  and  upiin  the  same, 
and  all  mines  and  minerals,  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs'  and  successors,  all  mines  of  gold  and  silver:  to  have  and  to 
hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the 
said  Allen  Grant,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  in  free  and  common  soccage.  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  for  the  time  being,  or  to  sqch  other  officer  as  shall 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  same  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year; 
thefijst  payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  two 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said  feast,  annually:  Provided,  always,  (and  this  pre- 
sent grant  is  upon  condition,)  neverllieless.  That  the  said  Allen  Grants  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  and  do,  within 
three  years,  after  the  date  thereof,  tor  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three 
acres  at  least  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous,  or  else  do  clear 
and  drain  three  acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained 
therein; and  shall  further,  within  the  time  afoie>aid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof,  accounted  barren, 
three  neat  cattle,  and  continue  the  same  thereon  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acresiie  fully  cleared  and  im- 
proved: and  if  it  shall  so  happen,  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said  tiact  of  land  fit  for  present  cultivation  without 
manuring  and  improving  the  same,  if  the  said  Allen  Graat,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the 
date  hereof,  erect  on  some  part  of  the  s^id  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling-house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in 
'  length,  and  sixteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle  as  aforesaid,  on 
every  fifty  acres  therein  contained;  or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground, 
not  tit  for  culture  or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  within  threie  years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to 
employ  thereon,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years  then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  one 
good  and  able  hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  sliall  be  accounted  a  sufocient  cultivation  and  improvement: 
Provided,  also.  That  every  thre_e  acres  which  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  further  be  accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  for- 
feiture fifty  acres  of  land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted;  and  said  Allen  Grant,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such 
cultivation  and  improvements  aforesaid^  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or 
marshes  therein  contained:  Provided,  also,  Thatthis  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  this 
province  within  six  months  from  the  date  thereof,  and,  also,  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's 
Office  within  the  same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided,  always.  That  the 
said  Allen  Grant,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the 
said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  cimditions, above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such 
seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement  in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the  county,  district,  or  pre- 
cinct where  the  said  land  liefh,  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  office,  and  there  entered  with  tlie 
record  of  this  grant,  a  copy  of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  trial  to  prove  the  seating  and  planting  of  the 
said  land:  Provided,  always,  nevertheless.  That  if  the  said  Allen  Grant,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things 
fully  comply  with  and  fulfil  the  respective  directions  and  condititms  herein  above  set  forth  for  the  proper  cultivation 
of  the  said  land,  within  the  tin^e  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or,  if  the  said  Allen  Grant,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  shall  not  pay  to  us,  our  heirsand  successnrs,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  quit-rents,  or  the  pro- 
per officer  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of 
St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  itfter,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant,  that  then,  and  in  either 
of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  contained  herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding; 
and  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
shall  revert  to  us,  our  heirsand  successors,  fully  and  absolutely  as  if  the  same  had  never  been  granted. 

Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida.  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter 
Chester,  Esquire,  our  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province, 
at  Pensacola,  this  fourth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  uf  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  and  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

PETER  CHESTER. 
■  Passed  the  Secretary's  office. 

Elihu  Hall  BXy,  Deputy  Secretary. 

Pensacola,  Auditor's  Office,  October  4,  1797. 
A  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  page  67. 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  Auditor. 
West  Florida,  ss. 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  cxc.  &c.,  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  4th  day  of 
October,  1779,  I  have  perused  and  inspected  the  w  ithin  letters'patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  error 
therein  apparent  to  me. 

E.  R.  WEGG,  Attorney  General. 

West  Florida,  Secretary's  Office,  Pensacola,  October  4.  1779. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent.  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  are  recorded  in  the.Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A,  No.  3, 
page  530.     .                                    ' 
"Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record,  by .. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  160. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Pegister. 
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The  claimant  exhibited  a  bond  for  three  hundred  dollars  from  Allen  Grant  to  John  DonaHo,  bearing  date  the 
3d  day  of  April,  1777,  and  conditioned  that  the  said  Grant  should,  when  thereunto  required,  convey  unto  the  said 
Donaho,  by  proper  deeds  of  lease  and  release,  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

George  Burdon's  case,  No.  251  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  73  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  right  to  eight  hundred  acres,  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

The  claimant  presented^h^s  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  ihe-  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit:  ■  ■     ■ 

This  survey  was  made  the  19th  day  of  July,  1779,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  Peter  Chester,  Esq.,  Governor  of 
West  Florida,  dated  the  Sth  day  of  May,  1779,  certified  by  EliasDurnford,  Surveyor  General. 

Isaac  Gaillard  and  Benjamin  Farrar  claim  these  lands,  ais  attorneys  in  fact  for  Mr.  George  Burdon. 

.        [Plot  omitted-l  ,  , 

West  Florida,  «s. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  Fiance,  and  Ireluri(^,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  4-c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

'  Know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  certain, knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  present*,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant,  unto  George  Burdon,  who  served  as  a  Lieutenant 
in  America  last  war,liis  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  tract  of  land,  situated  on  an  island  between  Brier  creek  and  Tom- 
bigbee  river,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Brier  creek,  east  by  land  surveyed  for  Geoige  Burdon,  north  by  a  bayou  and 
lands  surveyed  for  Thomas  Scott,  in  our  pr.oyince  of  West  Florida,  and  having  such  shape,  form,  and  marks,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  plot  thereof  hereunto  annexed,  as  drawn  by  our  Surveyor  General  of 
lands^  which  said  tract  of  land  contains  eight  hundred  acres,  and  is  .bounded  as  by  the  further  certificate  hereunto 
,  likewise  annexed,  under  the  hand  of  our  said  Surveyor  General  of  lands  in  our  said  province,  may  more  fully  and 
at  large  appear;  together  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  timber,  and,  timber  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  fishings,  waters,  water- 
courses, profits,' commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoeyer  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise 
appertaining;  together,  also,  with  privilege  of  hunting,  hawking,  ^nd  fowling  in  and  upon  the  same,  and  all  mines 
and  minerals,  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  nunes  of  gold  ai)d  silver:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
tract  of  laud,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  hereby  granted,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  George  Bur- 
don, his  heirs  and  assigns,  fi^l'ever,  in  free  and  common  soccage;  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents  fiir  the  time  being,  or  to  Such  other  oflicer  as  shall  be  appointed 
to  receive  the  same,  a  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  every  year,  the  first 
payment  to  commence  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  which  shall  first  happen  after  theexpiration  of  ten  years  from 
the  date  hereof,  or  within  fourteen,  days  after  the  jsaid  feast,  annually:  Provided,  always,  (and  this  present  grant  is 
upon  condition,)  nevertheless.  That  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  do,  within  three  years  after 
the  date  hereof,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  plantable  land  hereby  granted,  clear  and  cultivate  three  acres,  at  least,  in 
that  part  thereof  which  he  or  they  shall  judge  most  convenient  and  advantageous,  or  else  do  clear  and  drain  three 
acres  of  swampy  or  sunken  ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh,  if  any  such  shall  be  contained  therein;  and 
shall  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep  upon  every  fifty  acres  thereof,  accounted  barren,  three  neat 
cattle,  and-  continue  tlie  same  thereon  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully  cleared  and  improved:  and  if 
it  shall  so  happen  that  tiierebe  ho  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  fit  for  present  cultivation,  without  manuring  and  im- 
proving the  same,  if  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall,  within  three  years  from  the  date  hereof, 
erect  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  one  good  dwelling-house,  to  contain  at  least  twenty  feet  in  length  and 
sixteen  feetin  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land  the  like  number  of  three  neat  cattle,  as  ^foresaid,  on  every  fifty  acres 
therein  contained;  or,  otherwise,  if  any  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  shall  be  storty  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit  tor  cul- 
ture or  pasture,  shall  and  do,  \vithin  three  years,  as  aforesaid,  besides  erecting  the  said  house,  begin  to  employ  thereon, 
and  continue  to  work  for  three  years  then  next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone  quarry  or  mine,  one  good  and  able 
hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  suflicient  cultivation  and  improvement:  Provided,  also. 
That  every  three  acres  whieh  shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained  as  aforesaid,  shall  further  be  ac- 
counted a  sufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement,  to  save  forever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of 
land  in  any  part  of  the  tract  hereby  granted;  and  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  Such  cultivation  and 
improvements  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plantable  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds,  or  mairshes  therein 
contained:  Provided,  also.  That  this  grant  shall  be  duly  registered  in  the  Register's  offiqe  of  this  province  within 
six  months  from  the  date  hereof;  and,  also,  that  a  docket  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Auditor's  office  within  the 
same  time,  if  such  establishment  shall  take  place  in  this  province:  Provided,  always.  That  the  said  George  Burdon, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  any  time  hereafter,  having  seated,  planted,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land,  or  any 
part  thereof,  according  to  the  directions  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  may  make  proof  of  such  seating,  planting, 
cultivation, and  improvement,  in  the  general  court,  or  in  the  court  of  the  county,  district,  or  precinct  where  the  said  land 
lieth,  and  have  such  proof  certified  to  the  Register's  Office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of  this  grant,  a  copy 
of  which,  duly  attested,  shall  be  admitted  on  trial  to  prove  the  seating  and  the  planting  of  the  said  land:  Provided 
always,  nevertheless.  That  if  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  do  not  in  all  things  fully  comply  with 
and  fulfil  the  respective  directions  and  conditions  herein  above  set  forth  for  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  said  land, 
within  the  time  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;  or  if  the  said  George  Burdon,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall 
not  pay  to  us,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  or  to  the  Receiver  General  of  our  quit-rents,  or  to  the  proper  officer  appointed 
to  receive  the  same,  the  said  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael,  or  within 
fourteen  days  after,  annually,  for  every  acre  contained  in  this  grant,  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases  respect- 
ively, this  grant  shall  be  void,  any  thing  contained  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  said  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises  hereby  specified,  and  every  part  or  parcel  thereof,  shall  revert  to  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  fully  and  absolutely  as  if  the  same  had  never  been  granted.  This  grant  being  in  pursuance  of 
our  royal  proclamation  ot  the  7th  day  of  October,  in  the  third  year  of  our  reign. 

,  Given  under  the  great  seal  of  our  province  of  West  Florida.  Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Peter  Ches- 
ter, Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  our  said  province,  at  Pensa- 
cola,  this  seventeenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -nine, 
and  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

PETER  CHESTER. 
Passed  the  Secretary's  office.  ■ 

West  Florida,  ss.  ■  ,  . 

Pursuant  to  a  fiat  from  his  excellency,  Peter  Chester,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  &c.  &c.,  to  me  directed,  bearing  date  the  17th  day  of 
August,  1779,  I  have  perused  and  inspected  the  wiihin  letters  patent,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  there  is  no  error 
therein  apparent  to  me. 

Pensacola,  Auditor's  Office,  August  17,  1779. 
A  docket  of  the  within  grant  is  entered  in  book  B,  page  65,  per 

J.  LORIMER,  Deputy  Auditor. 
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West  Florida,  Pensacola,  Secretary's  Office,  August  17,  1779. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  letters  patent,  Surveyor  General's  certificate,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Attor- 
ney Oreneral,  are  recorded  in  the  Secretary  and  Register's  Office  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  in  liber  A,  oaee 

— ,  No.  3.  '  7  I-  t> 

Examined  and  compared  with  the  said  record,  by . 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  183. 

Tu    n      ^      I       wi   X.,  u  .r  •,  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  i?eg-ts;er. 

1  he  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 

John  Trouillet's  case,  No.  252  on  the  docket  of  tlie  Board,  and  No.  61  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres  and  nine-tenths  of  an  acre,  under  the  second  section  of 
the  act.  ' 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  ficures 
tollowing,  to  wit:  ° 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  "id  of  March,  1803, /or  receiv- 
ing and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  east  of  the  Mobile  river,  bounded  southwardly  by 
Jusant's  land,  eastwardly  by  vacant  land,  and  westwardly  by  the  said  river,  is  claimed  by  John  Trouillet  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  above  mentioned.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer  as 
also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river 
which  plot  is  herewith  filed.  ' 

^        ^  ■        ,      ,  JOSEPH  CAMPBELL,  Acting  for  John  Trouillet. 

Fort  Stoddert,  Marqh  23,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  19,  1804,  by  James  Gordon.    Chain  bearers,  Gabriel  Tissrah,  William  Weathers. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (east  side,)  vol.  1,  page  127,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

-ru    n      A     J      j.u...  u  jr      '     •/      •  JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  fle^»/er. 

1  he  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  tor  consideration. 

JoHiN  Trouillet's  case.  No.  253  on  the  docket  of  the  Board,  and  No.  29  on  the  books  of  the  Register. 

Claim. — A  donation  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres  and  nine-tenths  of  an  acre,  as  representative  of  Joseph 
Milon,  under  the  second  section  of  jthe  act. 

The  claimant  presented  his  claim,  together  with  a  surveyor's  plot  of  the  land  claimed,  in  the  words  and  fi^^ure? 
following,  to  wit:  "      ' 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  for  re- 
ceiving and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  east  of  Pearl  river. 
Please  to  take  notice,  that  the  following  tract  of  land,  lying  east  of  the  Mobile  river,  bounded  eastwardly  by  a 
lake  called  the  Cut-off  to  Tensaw,'.and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands,  is  claimed  by  John  Trouillet,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  a  bill  of  sale  from  Joseph  Milon  to  John  and  Peter.  Trouillet.  To  all  which  he  begs  leave  to  refer,  as 
also  to  the  copy  of  the  plot  now  delivered  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  be  established  east  of  Pearl  river, 
which  plot  is  herewith  filed. 

JOSEPH  CAMPBELL. 
Fort  Stoddert,  March  31,  1804. 

[Plot  omitted.] 

Surveyed  March  24,.  1804,  by  James  Gordon.     Chain  bearers,  William  Weathers,  Gabriel  Tissrah. 

Entered  in  record  of  claims,  (e^st  side,)  vol.  I,  page  102,  by  Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  for 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,  Register. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  bill  of  sale  from  Joseph  Milon,  duly  executed,  and  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of  October, 
1774,  conveying  all  the  said  Milon's  right  and  interest  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of  land  to  John  and  Peter  Trouillet. 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  case  be  postponed  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  July  next. 

Monday,  July  1,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  4th  instant. 

Thursday,  July  4,  1805. 
The  Board  mei  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  6th  instant. 

Saturday,  July  6,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  8th  instant. 

Monday,  July  8,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Samuel  Mims,  representative  of  William  Clark;  case  commenced  in  page  825. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession,  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  said  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in 
his  title  to  said  land. 

Samuel  Mims,  representative  of  William  Clark;  case  commence<l  in  page  826. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  said  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in 
his  title  to  said  land- 

Heirs  or  Peter  Deforge;  case  commenced  in  page  840. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  cession 
and  agreement,  between  the  tJnited  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  claimants  are  not  confirmed  in  their 
title  to  said  land. 

George  Weekley,  representative  of  Michael  Skipper;  case  commenced  in  page  808. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  so  many  acres  of  land  as  may  be  included  in  the  following  limits,  to  wit: 
107  p 
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ng,  at  the  mouth  of  a  bayou  or  gut,  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Alabama  river,  in  the  Nanna  Hubba  island,  on 
iwii  willows,  it  being  the  beginning  corner  as  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Office  of  the  Register,- 
it  being  also  the  lower  corner  of  John  Randon's  donation  claim,  in  his  own  right,  running  from  thence,  nortli,  thirty- 
five  degrees  west,  until  it  intersects  with  the  line  of  Joseph  Thompson's  cfaim,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of 
survey,  in  the  name  of  Adam  HoUinger;  thence,  with  Thompson's  said  line,  south,  fifty-six  degrees  west,  twenty- 
eight  chains  and  fifty  linkSj  thence,  south,  thirty -five  degrees  east,,.to  the  margin  of  the  Alabama  river;  and  thence, 
up  the  west  margin  of  said  river,  to  the  beginning.  ,  .  ■ 

Joseph  Thompson,  representative  of  Adam  Hollinger;  case  commenced  in  page  805. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is.  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  seven  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 
Beginning,  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Alabama  river,  in  the  Nanna  Hubba  island,  at  a  willow,  in  a  gut,  being  the 
beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Office  of  the  Register,  and  being  also  the  upper 
corner  qf  John  Randon's  donation  claim,  in  his  own  right;  running  tlienc'e,  south,  twenty-three  degrees  east,  seven- 
teen chains;  thence,  south,  fifty-six  degrees  west,  eleven  chains;  thence,  soutbj  thirty-seven  degrees  west,  five 
chains;  thence,  south,  fifty-six  degrees  west,  thirty-six  chains;  thence,  due  west,  ninety  chains;  thence,  north,  five 
degrees  west,  so  i'ar  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  extreme  point  of  the  same,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include 
seven  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land. 

Heirs  of  JohK  Linder,  Juiiior;  case  commenced  in  page  809.  ^  ■     ' 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  tl>e  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  provided  so  many  acres  be  included  within 
the  following  limits,  to  wit:  Beginning,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tensaw  lake,  where  jt  puts  out  of  the  Alabama  river,  at 
an  ash  and  maple,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  thd  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Office  of  the  Register, 
and  also  the  beginning  corner  of  Lemuel  Heni;y's  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  acre  tract,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish 
warrant  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  John  Linder,  Senior;  runing  from  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  one 
hundred  and  tvyenty-seven  chains;  thence,  return  to  the  ash  and  maple,  tl^e  place  of  beginning,  before  mentioned; 
and  runs  therefrom,  up  the  margin  of  the  Alabama  river,  to  the  mouth  of  Boggy  gut,  described  in  the  aforesaid  plot; 
and  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  gut,  so  far  as  to.  make  sixty-three  chains,  in  a  straight  line,  from  the  ash  and 
maple;  thence,  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  termination  of  this  line,  to  run. northeastwardly,  so  as  to  leave  the  house 
ami  principal  improvements  of  Benjamin  Hooven  on  the  north  side  thereof;  this  line  to  be  continued  so  far  that  a 
line  drawn  from  the  extreme  point  thereof,  running  south,  fifteen  degrees  east,  shall  join  the  said  line  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  chains,  at  its  termination.  ' 

James  Carpenter,  heir  at  law  to  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Carpenter;  case  ccmimenced  in  page  837. 
.  An  affidavit  was  exhibited  in  the  woids  and  figures  following,  viz: 

Board  of  Commissioners,  Washington,  Mississippi  Territory, 

Monday,  March  11,  1805. 

Witness,  Daniel  Wliitaker,  sworn,  says,  that  Richard  Carpenter,  the  patentee,  died  previous  to  the  27th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1795;  and  that  hia  son,  James  Carpenter,  the  devisee  and  cla^imant,  was  a  resident  in  the  Mississippi  territory 
on  the  27th  of  October,  1795. 

I  do  certify,  that  the  above  is  a  true  extract  from  the  journal  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  for  lands  west  of 
Peari  river,  in  the  claim  of  James  Carpenter,  under  a  Spanish  patent  to  his  fathel-,  legally  and  fully  executed. 

R.  CLAIBORNE,  Cierk  of  the  Board. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agreefnent 
and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  that  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph  Carpenter,  or 
their  heirs  or  devisees,  are  confirmed  in  their  title  to  said  land.  .  '.  , 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  Uth  instant. 

Thursday,  Jm?j/ 11,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Heirs  of  DomiNiciDE  de  Olive;  case  commenced  in  page  804.  ' 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requiremeiits  of  lavy, 
and  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  one  thousand  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  gum,  in  the  mouth  of  a  creek  or  bayou,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot, 
entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  running  thence,  south,  sixty-two  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
chains;  thence,  nortli,  eight  degrees  east,  ninety-four  chains  eighty  links;  thence,  north,  sixty-two  degrees  west, 
to  the  Mobile  river;  and  down  the  river,  with  its  meanders,  to  the  beginning.  _ 

Adam  Hollinger's  case,  commenced  in  page  822. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz:  Beginning  on 
the  margin  of  the  bayou,  called  the  Cut-off,  at  its  mouth,  where  it  puts  out  of  the  To(nbigbee  river,  in  the  Nanna 
Hubba  island;  and  thence,  down  the  Toinbigbee  river,  with  its  meanders,  so  far  as  to  make,  in  a  straight  line, 
seventy-nine  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty-six  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links; 
thence,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the  lower  margin  of  the  Cut-oft"  and,  with  the  said  Cut-ott",  as  it  meanders,  to  the  place 
of  beginiling,  so  as  to  include  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Joseph  Bates,  Senior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  823. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  provided  so  many  acres  be  included  within 
the  following  limits,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz:  Beginning  at  a  cedar  post,  near  to  the  lower  end  of  the  claimant's 
cleared  land,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tombigbee  river;  being  the  same  cedar  post,  acknowledged  by  the  claimant, 
as  the  point  at  which  the  line  should  commence,  which  might  separate  or  divide  his  claim  from  that  of  John  Turn- 
bull,  or  from  the  claim  of  the  representatives  ofMichael  Hartley;  running,  from  said  cedar  post,  north,  seventy  de- 
grees east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links;  thence,  at  right  angles,  from  the  termination  of  the 
line  last  mentioned,  seventy-nine  chains.;  and  from  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  to  the  river;  and,  with  its 
meanders,  to  the  place  of  beginning:  Provided,  That  if  the  line,  running  at  right  angles  from  the  termination  of 
the  line  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links,  should  strike  the  river  Tombigbee, in  running  a  less 
number  than  seventy-nine  chains;  thence,  to  run  down  the  said  river,  from  the  point  where  it  may  intersect  the 
same,  with  its  meanders,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Joseph  Stiggins,  representative  of  John  Johnson;  case  commenced  in  page  827. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz:  Beginning  on 
the  east  margin  of  Tensaw  lake,  five  chains  and  fifty  links  below  the  mouth  of  Pyburn's  creek;  running  from 
thence,  up  the  east  margin  of  said  lake,  as  it  meanders,  so  far  as  to  make,  on  a  straight  line,  sixty-three  chains 
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the  mouth  olTensaw  lake,  where  it  puts  out  of  the  Alabama  liver,  at  an  ash  and  maple,  hems  the  besimiin"  c 
ner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  running  (hence,  north,  seventy-five  de'T 
east,  seventy-eight  chains;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  fast,  sixty-three  ch,iins;  thence,  south,  seventy-tive  ("  " 
west,  so  far  that  aline  from  the  extreme  ■point  of  the  same,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  iticUule  fourhundi 


twenty-five  links;  thence,  from  the  extreme  point  of  the  line  last  mentioned,  north,  seventy-six  degrees  east  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  chains;  thence,  south,  fourteen  degrees  east,  sixty  three-chains  and  twenty-five  links- 
thence,  a  direct  line,  to  the  beginning.  ' 

Lemuel  Henry,  representative  of  John  Liiider,  Senior;  case  commenced  in  page  814. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeable  to  law,  and  the  claimant  is 
entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wil:    Be'lnnin"  at 

coi- 

;rees 

?  degrees 

.     y-  .  .     r , r "-0 o5  ■"""■' ""-""'c  luiii  uundred  and 

ninety  one  acres. 

James  Mills,  representative  of  John  Linder,  Senior;  case  commenced  iil  page  815. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law 
."ind  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  two  hundred  and  ninety -nine  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows'  to 
wit:  Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Lemuel  Henry's  Ibur  hundred  and  ninety-one  acre  tract,  in  virtue  of  a 
Spanish  warrant  ot  survey,  in  the  name  of  John  Linder,  Senior;  running  thence,  north,  seventy-five  dcrees  east 
forty-seven  chains  and  fifty  links;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  east,  so  fiir  that  a  line  from  the  extreme  point  oi" 
the  same,  south,  seventy -five  degrees  west,  to  the  line  of  Lemuel  Henry's  said  tract,  and,  with  said  Henry's  line 
to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include, two  hundred'and  ninety -nine  acres  of  land.  ' 

Joseph  Campbell,  representative  of  Augustin  Rochon  and  Louisa  Rochon;  case  commenced  in  pa^e  828. 

On  due  Consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the 
act;  but  that  tiie  warrants  or  orders  of  survey,  from  the  Spanish  Government,  in  the  name  of  Augustin  Rochon,  and 
the  widow,  alias  Louisa,  Rochon,  on  which  this  claim  is  bottomed,  granted,  or  ordered  to  be  surveyed,  for  the  said 
Augustin  Rochon  only  four  hundred  acres,  and  for  the  widow  Louisa  Rochon  only  four  hundred  acres';  and  there- 
fore, that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  Spanish  warrant 
or  order  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  Augustin  Rochon,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz:  Beginning  on  the  east  margin  of 
the  Mobile  river,  at  a  gum  tree,  in  the  mouth.of  agut  or  bay.ou,  being  also  the  beginning  corner  of  a  tract  of  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  acres,  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  Dominique  de  Olive,  under  a  Spanish  warrant  or  order  of  survey, 
bearing  date  New  Orleans,  36th  of  December,  1794;  and  running  with  the  line  of  said  tract,  south,  sixty-two  degrees 
east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-eight  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the 
termination  thereof,  to  run  north,  sixty-two  degrees  west,  to  the  margin  of  the  Mobile  river;  thence,  up  the  same, 
as  it  meanders,  to.  the  .beginning,  shall  include  four  hundred  acres  of  land.  Als()  to  a  patent  for  four  hundred 
acres  of  land,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  the  widow,  alias  Louisa,  Rochon, 
to  be  located  as  follows,  viz:  Beginning  on  the  east  margin  of  the  Mobile  river,  at  the  lower  corner  of  the  tract, 
confirmed  to  the  claimant  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  Augustin  Rochon,  dated 
Npw  Orleans,  9th  of  March,  1794;  thence,  with  the  line  of  said  ti-act,  south,  sixty-two  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seVen  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-eight  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  thereof,  to 
run  north,  sixty-two  degrees  \vest,  to  the  margin  of  the  Mobile,  river;  and, -up  the  same,  to  the  beginning,  shall 
include  four  hundred  acres  of  land.' . 

Antonio  Espaho,  representative  of  John  Turnbull;  case  commenced  in  page  831. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  cJaim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Frances  Steel's  case,  commenced  in  page  818. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  a  water  oak,  on  the  Tensaw  lakei'being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  en- 
tered in  the  Register's  Office;  running  from  thence,  south,  thirteen  degrees  east,  forty-tw'o  chains;  thence,  south, 
eighty-five  degrees  east,  fifty-four  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty-two  chains;  thence,  northwestwardly,  across  Ten- 
saw  lake;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  lake,  so  far. that  a  line  therefrom,  south,  twenty-two  degrees  west,  to  the 
margin  of  said  lake;  thence,  up  the  margin  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land.  ■  ■    . 

William  Webber's  case,  commenced  in  page  812. 

On  due  consideration, 'the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  a  hickory,  on  the  Indian  line,  as  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office; 
thence,  with  said  Indian  line,  south,  eighty  chains;  thence,  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty  chains;  thence, 
east,  eighty  chains,  to  the  beginning,  to  incluqie  six  hundred  and  forty  acresof  land,  and  the  improvements  of  the 
claimant. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday  the  I3th  instant.  -  . 

•  Saturday,  July  13,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

George  Weekley's  case,  commencedin  page  812.  .     - 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is'  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  lollows,  viz: 

Beginning  on  Stedham's  lake,  at  the  same  place  described  in  the  claimant's  plot  entere<l  in  the  Register's  Office; 
it  being  also  the  upper  corner  of  Moses  Stedham's  donation  tract  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres;  thence, 
north,  eighty-eight  degrees  east,  forty-four  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty-eight  degrees  east,  thirty-two  chains;  thence, 
south,  twenty-two  degrees  east,  sixty-three  ch-ains  and  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  so  far 
that  a  line  drawn  from  the  extreme  point  of  the  same,  north,  fifteen  degrees  west,  fifty-eight  chains;  thence,  due 
west  to  the  margin  of  the  lake;  thence,  with  its  meanders,  to  the  beginning. 

William  Collins,  representative  of  Charles  Conway;  case  commenced  in  page  817. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  fbrm  aforesaid. 

John  Weekley,  representative  of  James  Fair;  case  commenced  in  page  817. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  a  water  oak,  on  the  east  margin  of  the  Tensaw  lake,  a  small  distance  below  the  mouth  of  Fan's 
mill  creek,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plotentered  in  the  Register's  Office;  running  from 
thence,  north,  sixty-four  degrees  east,  thirty-six  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-six  degrees  east,  thirty-eight  chains; 
thence,  north,  eighty  degrees  east,  sixtjr-three  chains;  thence,  north,  ten  decrees  west,  so  far,  that  a  line  drawn 
from  the  extreme  point  thereof,  north,  sixty-five  degrees  west,  to  the  east  margin  of  the  Tensaw  lake,  and  down  the 
margin  of  said  lake,  as'it  meanders,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  land. 
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James  Cockram,  lepiesentative  of  Samuel  Lyons;  case  commenced  in  page  820. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the 
law,  and  tlie  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  laiid,  to  beiocated  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  a  cypress,  On  one  of  the  branches  of  Rice  creek,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claim- 
ant's plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  running  from  thence,  north,  seventy-three  degrees  east,  eighty  chains; 
thence,  north,  seventeen  degrees  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  south,  seventy-three  degrees  west,  eighty  chains; 
thence,  in  a  direct  line  to  the  beginning,  to  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  and  the  improvements  of 
the  claimant. 

Jordan  Proctor's  case,  commenced  in   page  818.  , 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim_is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Heirs  of  Michael  Milton;  case  commenced  in  page  819. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  a  water  oak,  on  the  south  sideof  Tensaw  lake,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claim- 
ant's plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  running  from  thence,  south,  thirteen  degrees  east,  thirty-eight  chains 
fifty  links;  thence,  north,  seventy-eight  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  north, 
thirteen  degrees  west,  until  it  strikes  tlie  margin  of  said  lake,  afid  on  the  margin  thereof,  as  it  meanders,  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  shall  include  si.x  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  land. 

BicHARD  Coleman's  case,  commenced  in  page  819. 

On  due  considerati(m,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is^entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  on  the  east  margin  of  the  Tensaw  lake,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Joseph  Stiggins's  eight  hundred  acre 
tract,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  John  Johnson;  running  from  thence,  with  Stiggins's 
line,  north,  seventy-six  degrees  east,  fifty-seven  chains;  thence,  north,  twenty-six  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line 
from  the  termination  of  the  same,  south,  sixty-four  degrees  west,  to  Weekley's  mill  creek,  and  down  the  margin  of 
the  main  branch  of  said  creek,  as  it  meanders,  to  Tensaw  lake:  thence,  dowii  the  said  margin  of  said  lake,  to  the 
beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  of  land.         '  . 

John  Randon's  case,  commenced  in  page  812. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the,  retjuirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimdnt  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  three  hund/ed  and  one  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  a  gut  or  bayou,  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Alabama  river,  in  (he  Nanna  Hubba 
island,  on  two  willows,  it  being  also  the  beginning  corner  of  George  Weekley's  one  hundred  and  sixty -one  acre 
tract,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  Michael  Skipper;  thence,  withtheline  of  said  Week- 
ley's  said  tract,  north,  thirty-five  degrees  west,  until  it  intersects  the  line  of  Joseph  Thompson's  claim,  m  virtue  of  a 
Spanish  warrant  of  survey  in  the  name  of  Adam  Hollinger;  thence,  in  the  couises  and  with  Thompson's  lines,  to  the 
beginning  corner  of  his  said  tract  of  land;  thence,  down  the  west  margin  of  the  Alabama  river  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning. 

Jesse  Ross,  representative  of  Abraham  Walker;  case  commenced  in  page  813.  •  ' 

No  evidence  being  adduced  to  show  that  Jesse  Ross,  the  claimant,  is  the  legal' representative  of  Abraham  Walker, 
therefore —  ■         .       .  " 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of  Abraham  Walker  is  supported  agreeably  to  the 
requirements  of  law,  and  that  the  said  Abraham  Walker  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of 
land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz:  ■ 

Beginning  at  an  ash,  on  the  east  margin  of  Hollow  creek,  it  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's 
plot  entered'in  the  Register's  Office;  thence,  east,  fifty-six  chains  and  fifty-seven  links;  thence,  south,  so  far  that  a 
fme  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  to  run  west  to  the  margin  of  said  Hollow  creek;  and  thence,  up  the  margin 
of  said  creek,  with  its  meanders,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  with  the  im- 
provements of  the  claimant. 

Moses  Stedham's  case,  commenced  in  page  811.  '  •  , 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supporte.d  agbeeably  to  tlie  reqilirements.of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land,  ti)  bfe,  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  beginning  corner  of  George  Weekley's  donation  tract  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  on  Sted- 
ham's lake;  running  thence,  with  said  Weekley';s  line,  north,  eighty-eight  degrees  east,  forty-four  chains;  thence, 
north,  sixty-eight  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  extreme  point  of  the  same,  south,  twenty-two  de- 
grees east,  sixty-nine  chains;  thence,  south,  seventy-nine  degrees  eas"t,  until  it  strikes  Pine  Log  creek;  thence,  on 
the  margin  of  said  creek,  as  it  meanders,  to  Stedham's  lake;  thence,  on  the  margin  of  said  lake,  with  its  meanders, 
to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land.   ,  :         . 

John  Mills's  case,  commenced  in  page  807.  > 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  c^aim  issupported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  so  many  acres  of  land,  as  are  included  within  the  following  limits,  pro- 
vided the  same  does  not  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  viz: 

Beginning  at  three  cotton  trees,  said  to  be  in  a  gut,  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Alabama  river,  in  the  Nanna 
Hubba  island,  being  the  same  cotton  trees  described  in  the  claimant's  plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  running 
from  thence,  down  the  said  margin  of  said  river, , a?  it  meand'ere,  to  a  maple;  being  the  same  maple  described  in  the 
aforesaid  plot;  thence,  direct  to  the  beginning.  . 

Heirs  OF  Valentine  Dubrooa;  case  commenced  in  page  828. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements' of 
law,  and  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

James  Cal-lier,  representative  of  Joseph  Campbell;  case  commenced  in  page  816. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  th'' 
*   '  act,  and  the  claimant  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land^  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  on  the  east  margin  of  the  Mobile  river,  ten  chains  below  the  first  bend  below  Fort  Stoddert;  thence, 
down  the  river  so  far,  as,  when  reduced  to  a  straight  line,  to  make  eighty  chains;  thence,  at  right  angles,  (eastwardly) 
from  the  general  course  of  the  river,  so  as  to  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

Richard  Turvin's  case,  commenced  in  page  824. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 
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John  Trouillet's  case,  commenced  in  page  845. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
the  act,  and  the  claimant  IS  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by  him  claimed. 

John  Trouillet,  representative  of  Joseph  Milon;  case  commenced  in.  page  845. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  that  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land  by-  him  claimed. 
Adjourned  until  Tuesday  the  sixteenth  instant.  .  * 

Tuesday, /u/i/ 16,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

William  and  John  Pierce,  representatives  of  Francis  Ballardj  case  commenced  in  page  815. 
On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

JosiAH  Fletcher's  case,  commenced  in-page  811. 

On  due  consideration  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claiin  is  supported  agreeably  to  therequirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  so  many  acres  of  land  as  may  be  included  within  the  following  limits, 
provided  the  quantity  of  land  included  therein  dees  not  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  viz: 

Begimnng  at  a  s\yeet  gum,  on  the  margin  of  the  Cut-off,  in  the  Nanna  Hubba  island,  being  also  the  beginning 
corner  of  Samuel  Mims's  donation  claim,  in  his  own  right;  running  from  thence,  south,  tive  degrees  east,  until  a 
line  in  this  course  intersects  a  line  of  Joseph  Thompson's  tract,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  name 
of  Adam  Hollinger,  and  with  the  line  of  Thompson's  said  tract,  to  the  margin  of  the  Alabama  river,  and  up  the 
west  margin  thereof,  as  it  meanders,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cut-off;  thence,  on  the  soutli  margin  of  the  Cut-off  as  it 
meanders,  to  the  beginning. 

Samuel  Trend's  case,  commenced  in  page  831.,  .',  ■      '.    .  •  ^ 

On  due  consideration,'  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claihi  ife  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  a  pojn;  on  Pine  Lhg  creek,  being  also  the  beginning  corner  of  Francis  Killingworth's  donation 
tract,  as  representative  of  William  Mills;  thence,  with  said  Killingworth's  line,  south,  forty-five  degrees  west,  so 
far  that  a  line  drawn  therefrom,  north,  ten  degrees  west,  forty  chains,  shall  leave  the  present  dwelling  house  of 
Samuel  Trend,  on  the  east  side  thereof;  thence,  from  the  termination  of  this  line,  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
chains;  thence,  south,  ten  degrees  east,  eighty  chains;  thence,  west,  so  far,  as  to  intersect  said  Killingworth's  line; 
thence,  with  said  Killingworth's  lines  to  their  intersection  with  Pine  Log  creek;  thence,  down  the  east  margin  of 
said  creek,  as  it  meanders,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Francis  Kili;ingwor.t;i,-  representative  oF  William  Mills;  case  commenced  in  page  807. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant'is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  such  a  point  on  Pine  Log  creek,  that  a  line  drawn  therefrom,  south,  forty-five  degrees  west,  shall 
leave  Francis  Killingworth's  plantation  on  the  south  side  of  the  same,  and  the  house  of  Samuel  Trend  on  the  north 
side  thereof;  the  line  in  this  course  of  south,  forty-five  degrees  west,  to  be  continued  so  far,  that  a  line  drawn  from 
the  termination  thereof,  south,  ten  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  seven  x;hains,  shall  leave  the  plantation  of  the  said 
Killingworth,  on  the  east  side  thereof;  thence,  from  the  termitiation  of  the  last  mentioned  line,  east,  sixty-six 
chains;  thence,  north,  ten  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  six  chains;  thence,  west,  to  the  east  margin  of  Pine  Log 
creek;  thence,  down  the  margin  thereof,  to  the  point  of  beginning;  to  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Benjamin  Hooven's  case,  commenced  in  page  810. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  tive  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres  of  land,  provided  so  many  acres  are  in- 
cluded within  the  following  limits,  viz:  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Pine  Log  creek,  on  the  lower  side  of  the  same; 
thence,  down  the  east  margin  of  the  Alabama  riven,  to  the  mouth  of  a  boggy  gut,  being  the  same  gut  described  in  the 
claimant's  plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Office,  and  also  described  in  the  location  of  the  tract,  in  the  name  of  the 
heirs  of  John  Linder,  Juii.  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  gut,  to  the  corner 
of  the  tract  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  Linder,  Jun.;  thence,  in  the  course  and  with  the  line  of  said  tract,  north- 
eastwardly, one  hundred  and  fourteen,  chains;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degrees  west,  to  the  line  of  Moses  Stedham's 
donation  tract,  and,  vyith  said  Stedhani's  line  and  Pine  Log  creek,  to  the  beginning. 

James  Randon's  case;  commenced  in   page  812. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  rtquirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent-in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Samujsl  Mims's  case,  commenced  in  page  812. 
.  On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  fur  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit:  Be- 
ginning at  a  sweet  gum  on  the  south  margin  of  the  Cut-off,  in  the  Nanna  Hubba  island,  being  the  beginning  corner 
described  in  the  claimant's  plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Office,  running  from  thence,  south,  five  degrees  east,  until 
it  intersects  with  a  line  of  Joseph  Thompson's  claim,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  Adam 
Hollinger;  and  thence,  vVith  said  Thompson's  lines,  so  fiir  as  to  make  eighty  chains  in  a. straight  line  from  the  place 
of  beginning;  thence,  south,  eighty-five  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  to 
run  north,  hve  degrees  west,  to  the  south  margin  of  the  Cut-off;  thence,  on  the  margin  thereof,  with  its  meanders, 
to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. ' 

Benjamin  Stedham's  case,  commenced  in  page  813. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  piesent  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments of  the.  second  section  of  said  act,  but  the  same  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the  third  section 
of.  said  act,  and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  of  land,  to 
be  located  as  follows,  viz:  Beginning  at  the  lower  corner  of  George  Weekley's  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  acre 
tract,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  in  the  name  of  Michael  Skipper,  on  the  west  margiti  of  the  Alabama 
river,  in  the  Nanna  Hubba  islands;  running  from  thence,  with  said  Weekley's  line,  north,  thirty-five  degrees  west, 
sixty-four  chains;  thence,  in  a  direct  line,  to  the  Alabama  river;  and  thence,  up  the  said  river,  as  it  meanders,  to 
the  beginning;  to  include  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  of  land.  ' 

Joseph  Thompson's  case,  commenced  in  page  806. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  Supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  to  wit: 
Beginning  at  a  white  oak,  on  the  east  margin  of  Hollow  creek,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claim- 
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ant's  plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  running  from  thence,  south,  eighty-eight  degrees  east,  eighty  chains; 
thence,  north,  so  far  that  a  lihe  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  to'run  north,  eighty  weight  degrees  west,  to  the 
east  margin  of'  said  creek;  tlience,  down  the  (?as{  margin  thereof,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land.  '      ..      • 

William  and  John  Pierce,  representatives  of  Jeremiah  Phillips;  case  commenced  in.  page  806. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  reijuirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six.hundred  and'  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  upper  corner  of  John  Mills's  donation  tract,  in  his  own  name,  at  three  cotton  trees;  thence,  up  the 
west  margin  of  the  Alabama  river,  to  the  lower  corner  of  Benjamin  Stedham's  pre-emption  tract;  thence,  with  the 
said  Stedham's  line,  unti[  it  strikes  the  line  of  Joseph  Thompson's  tract,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey, 
in  the  name  of  Adam  HoUinger;  thence,  westwardly,  with  said  Thompson's  line  or  lines,  until  it  strikes  the  line  of 
Samuel  Mims's  donation  tract,  in  his  own  right;  thence,  withsaid  Minis's  line,  so  far  that  a  direct  line  from  the  ter- 
mination thereof  to  the  margin  of  the  Alabama  river,  and,  up  the  margin  of  the  same,  to  the  lower,  corner  of  John 
Mills's  donation  tract;  and  thence,  with  said  line,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

Natt  Christmas,  representative  of  Michael  Hartley;  case  commenced  in  page  816. 
.  On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz:  Be- 
ginning at  a  cedar  post  on  the  east  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  being  the.beginning  corner  of  Joseph  Bates's 
tract  of  one  thousand  acres,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  his  own  name;  thence,  with  said  Bates's 
line,  north,  seventy  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links;  thence,  return  to  the  beginning 
cedar  post;  thence,  down  the  east  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  to  its  junction  with  the  Alabama  river;  and,  up 
the  west  margin  thereof,  so  far  that  a  direct  line  therefrom  to  the  termination  of  the  first  mentioned  line  shall  include 
six  bundled  and  forty  acres.  ...  '     . 

Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  19th  instatit.  -  .  "  ' 

Friday,  /wft/ 19,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Thomas  Bates,  Junior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  829.  ■  ,  " 

On  due  consideration,  the  Boai-d  is  of  opinion  fl^^t  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  tt>  the  requirements  of 
law,  inasmuch  as  the  land  covered  by  this  claim  is  within  the  limits  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  in  the  name  of 
Joseph  Bates,  the  father  of  the  claimant,  allowed  by  the  Board;  aiid,  ther£fore,  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a 
patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

William  Bufohd,  representative  of  George  Weekley,  seniorj  case  commenced  in  page  834. 
On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of- opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supportedagreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid.  .  '  .  • 

Natt  Christmas's  case,  commenced  in  page  836.  •  '       . 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and'  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  land  by  him  claimed,  itiasmuch  as  a  donation  claim  in 
the  name  of  this  claimant,  as  representative  of  Michael  Hartley,  was  allowed  .by  the  Board,  and  includes  within  its 
limits  all  the  improvements  and  land  included  within  the  lines  of  this  claim. 

Benjamin  Few's  case,  commenced  in  pi)ge  805,  '     '. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey  in  the  name  of  Dominique  de  Olive,  supported  agreeably  to 
law,  for  the  whole.of  the  land  included  within  the  lines  of  this  claim,  and  the  same  is  therefore  rejected. 

William  WiEKLEY's  case,  commenced  in  page  813.  ,    .. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  ag'reeably  tothe  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hundred  and  thirty -nine  acres  of  land,  to  be  located 
as  follows,  to  wit:   _  ,  ■       ■  '        '    ■ 

Beginning  at  a  pine,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Office, 
running  from  thence,  north,  sixty-six  degrees  west,  fifty-two  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-four  degrees  west, 
twenty-two  chains;  thence,  south,  fifty  degrees  east,  twenty^seven  chains;  thence,  east,  so  far  that  a  direct  line 
from  the  termination  of  the  same  to  the  beginning  shall  include  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres  of  land,  and 
the  improvements  of  the  claimant. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  22d  itistant.      •  - 

■  '  •  ,        Monday,  July  22,  1805. 

The  Board  met- according  to  adjournment.    Presant:  Robert  C.  Nicholas;  Joseph  Chambers. 

Cornelius  Dunn's  case,  commenced  in  page  811.  '  -  .  ' 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  tliis. claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  th^  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as 
follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  an  elm  on  the  south  margin  of  Hollow  creek,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's 
plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  running  frorii  thence,  south,  twenty -four  chains;  thence,  east,  so  far,  that  a  line 
drawn  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  due  north,  to  the  margin  of  Hollow  creek;  and  thence,  down  the  margin 
thereof  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  two  hundred  and  fitly-two  acres  of  land,  and  the  improvements  of 
the  claimant. 

Simeon  Wilks,  representative  of  James  Proctor;  case  commenced  in  page  81T. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred' and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  locited  as  f61lo\ys,  viz:  Be- 
ginning at  a  hickory,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot  etitered  in  the  Register's  Office; 
thence,  north,  eighty  degrees  east,  eighty  chains;  thence,  south,  ten  degrees  east,  eighty  chains;  thence,  south, 
eighty  degrees  west,  eiglity  chains;  thence,  in  a  direct  line,  to  the  beginning;  to  include  .six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  and  the  improvements  of  the  claimant. 

Reuben  Dyer's  case,  commenced  in  page  819. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz:  Be- 
ginning.at  a  water  oak,  nearly  opposite  to  the  confluence  of  Tensaw  river  and  lake,  being  the  beginning  corner 
described  in  the  claimant's  plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  runnipg  from  thence  up  the  margin  of  the  Tensaw 
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liver,  as  it  meanders,  so  far  that  a  direct  line  therefrom  to  the  place  of  beginning  shall  include  six  hundred  and  fortj- 
acres  of  land,  aiidthe  improvements  of  the  claimant.  > 

Joseph  Stiggins's  case,  commenced  in  page  820. 

On  ilue  consideration,  the  Boai'd  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  suppoj-ted  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law 
and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginningata  white  oak,  on  Coleman's  or  Tensiiw  lake,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the^claimant's 
plot  entered  in  the  Register's  Ofiice;  running  from  thence,  nortli,  thirty-two  degrees  west,  ten  chaiqs;  thence,  north, 
ten  degrees  west,  eighteen  chains,  to  the  margin  of  Tensaw.  lake;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  lake,  with  its  mean- 
ders, so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  thereof,  south,  fifty-five  degrees  east,  twenty-four  chains;  thence,  a 
direct  line  therefrom,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hunxlred  and  tliirty-five  acres  of  land,  and  die  improve- 
ments of  the  claiinant. 

Lemuel  Henry,  representative  of  Michael  Hartley;  case  commenced  in  page  825. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday  the  25th  instant. 

-  Thursday,  July  25,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  atljournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Theodore  Gajllard,  representative  of  Alien  Grant;  case  commenced  in  page  843. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  th^  State  of  Georgia,  and  that  the  title  to  this  land  is  not  con- 
firmed; '  '  .  , 

George  Burdon's  tvi^o  cases;  one  commenced  in  page  842^  the  other  in  page  844,  in  each  of  which  cases  the 
"Board  adjudged  as  follows,  viz: 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in  his  title 
to  said  land. 

.  Heirs  of  Robert  Farmer's  two  cases;  one  commenced  in  page  838,  the  case  in  page  839,  in  each  of  which  cases 
the  Board 'adjudged  as  follows,  viz: 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  claimants  are  not  confirmed  in  their' 
claim  to  the  said  Jand. 

Adjourned  until,Sat'urdayv'the-27th  instant.  ' 

■,  .       .    Saturday,  July  27,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Alexander  Macullagh,  representative  of  Thomas  Underwood;  case  commenced  in  page  838.  '    • 

.  On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is.  of  opinion  that  this  claimss  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  claimant  is  not  confirmed  in  his  claim 
.to  the  said  land.  ■         ' 

Adjourned  until. Tiresday,  the  SOth  instant. 

••■'.■  Tuesday,  July  30,  1805. 

The  Board  -met  according  to, adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  2d  day  of  August  next. 

Friday,  August  2,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  5th  instant. 

Monday,  j3Mg-M«?  5,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  8th  instant. 

Thursda\'',  August  8,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  10th  instant. 

Saturday,  August  10,  1805.' 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

William  McDaniel,  representative  of  George  Phillips;  case  commenced  in  page  834.  ,    ' 

Jeremiah  Phillips  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  George  Phillips,  his  bro- 
ther, moved  upon,  built  a  house,  and  cleared  some  ground  upon  the  land  in  question,  in  the  month  of  December, 
1797;  that  said  George  Phillips  died  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1798;  that  his  widow,  or  William  McDaniel,  had  in- 
habited and  cultivated  this  land,  as  he,  the  deponent^  believed,  until  this  time,  and  that  said  McDaniel  inhabited 
and  cultivated  said  land  on  the  third  of  March,  1803; 

Question.    Did  George  Phillips,  deceased,  leave  a  will.' 

Answer.     He  did.  ■■ 

Question.    Did  he  make  any  disposition  of  this  land  in  his  wi,tl.' 

Answer.     He  did  not,  for  in  that  day  it  was  not  considered  he  had  any  right  to  the  land. 

Question.    Did  your  brother  leave  any  children.' 

Answer.  He  did  leave  two,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  the  girl  is  married,  and  the  boy  is  an  infant,  under  twenty-one  years 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  transferred  their  right  in  this  land  to  William  McDaniel.' 

Answer.  John  Phillips,  the  son  of  George  Phillips,  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  James  Farr,  the  hus- 
band of  George  Phillips's  daughter,  have  transferred  their  right  in  said  land  to  William  McD.tniel,  as  I  have  heard 
them  both  say. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the 
act,  and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres  ot  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  an  Iron  wood,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Register's 
Ofiice,  thence,  north,  seventy-five  degrees  east,  seventy-seven  chains;  thence,  north,  fifteen  degi;ees  west,  forty-five 
chains;  thence,  south,  sixty-one  degrees  east,  fourteen  chains;  thence,  ^outh,  twenty  chains;  thence,  north,  eighty- 
four  degrees  west,  seventy-two  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  to  MaJ9r's  creek;  thence,  along  the  margin 
of  said  creek  apd  its  branches  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  tliirty-two  acres. 

William  Bueord,  representative  of  Conrad  Selhoof;  case  commenced  in  page  821. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the 
act,  and  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acrfs  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
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Beginning  on  the  east  margin  of  the  Tensaw  rjver  at  a  water  oak;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  said  river,  so  far 
as  to  make  sixty-three  chains,  when  reduced  tu  a  straight  line;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  east,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  chains;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  east,  sixty-three  chains;  thence,  direct  to  the  beginning, 
shall  include  eight  hundred  acres;  this  land  lying  within  the  limits  of  Piney  or  Collet's  island. 

William  Shields's  case,  commenced  in  page  816. 

Jeremiah  Phillips  and  William  Buford  were  presented  as  witnesses,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  the  said  Phillips 
deposed,  that  he  did  not  know  of  his  own  knowledge  that  William  Shields  inhabited  and  cultivated  this  land  in  the 
.year  1797;  but,  that  it  was  in  cultivation  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1803,  or  the  year  1803,  for  the  use  of  William 
Shields;  the  said  Buford  deposed,  that  he  well  remembered  that  the  land  in  question  was  cultivated  on  the  3d  of 
March,  or  in  the  summer  of  1803,  for  the  use  of  William  Shields,  " 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opiiiion  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  13th  instant 

Tuesday,  ,5m^ms/ 13,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Piesent:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Abuah  Hunt,  represeiitative  of  Augustin  Rochon;  case  commenced  in  page  838. 

Elijah  Smith  was  produced  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  saw  Joseph  Campbell,  and  Isa- . 
bell  Campbell,  sign,  seal,  execute  and  deliver  their  deed,  for  the  puVposes  therein  mentioned,  bearing  date  16th  De- 
cember, 1801;  purporting  to  convey  one  thousand  acres  of  land  to  Abijah  Hunt,  his  heirs  and  assigns;  also,  that  he 
subscribed  his  name  thereto  as  a  witness,  and  that  Wilson  Carman  likewise  subscribed  his  name  thereto,  as  a  witness, 
in  the  presence  of  him,  the  said  Smith. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  .of  opinion,  that  this  claim  is  not  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of 
law,  and  the  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid.  . 

John  Pickering's  case,  Peter  Cartwriisht's  case^  the  former  commenced  in  page  711,  and  the  latter  in  page 
731. 

Thomas  Malone,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  tl^iat  he  made  the  survey  of  the  claim  of  Peter  Cartwright, 

and  liavi      -  ■■        •    ■  •■        " ^  ,     ,  ^ 

grant, 

he  believed  that  the  greater  part _  _ 

claim,  and  that  the  said  Pickering  told  him  that  the  greater  part  of  his  claim  was  actually  within  the  limits  of  the 
said  Farmer's  said  tract.  ,  .  •  ,        i  •  ■ 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,;the  Board  is  of  opmion  that  apart  of  said  Cartwnght's  claim,  and  a 
greater  part  of  said  Pickering's  claim,  is  interfered  with  by  the  claim  of  Robert  Farmer's  heirs,  |n  virtue  of  a  grant,  . 
from  the  British  Government  of  W^sf  Florida  to  Robert  Farmer,  for  one  thousand  acres,  bearing  date  the  6th  day 
August,  1778.  .  , 

Noah  R.  Hutson,  representative  of  Henry  Nail;  case  commenced  in  page  718. 

Thomas  Bilbo,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  the  claim  of  John  Lott,  Jun.,  under  a  British  grant, 
interfered  with  the  southeast  corner  of  Noah  Kenner  Hutsoh's  donation  claim. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  aS  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  James  Callier's  claim,  as  representa- 
tive of  Anthony  Hoggatt;  thence,  south,  thirty-three  degrees  west,  ninety-one  chains;  thence,  north,  seventy-two 
degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  north,  fifteen  degrees  east,  to  the  mar- 
in  of  said  river,  and  with  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres  of 
land:  Provided,  rieverlheless,  that  the  said  claimant  first  obtain  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial 
decision  in  his  favor,  against  the  adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida, 
to  John  Lott,  Jun.,  of  three  hundred  acres,  bearing  date  the  16th  February,  1778;  and  the  Board  doth  order,  that  a 
certificate  be  issued  to  him  accordingly.. 

Adjourned  until  Friday  the  16th  instant. 

Friday,  August  16,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

John  McGrew,  Senior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  729. 

Stephen  Hogg,  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  to  his  best  belief  and  information,  John  McGrew,  Se- 
nior's, donation  tract,  if  located  adjoining  to  the  upper  line  of  John  Baker's  tractof  four  hundred  acres,  in  virtue  of 
a  Spanish  warrant,  will  interfere  with  a  grant  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  froni  the  British  Government  of  West 
Florida,  to  Abraham  Little,  also  a  grant  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  from  said  Government,  to  Charles  Walker. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion,  tliat  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  John  Baker's  tract  of  four  hundred 
acres,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  in  his  own  right;  thence,  with  Baker's  said  line,  south, 
to  the  corner  thereof;  thence,  west,  so  far  that  a  line  i'r.om  the  terminfition  thereof,  to  run  north  to  the  west 
margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  down  the  same  margin  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres:  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction, a 
judicial  decision  in  his  favor,  against  the  adverse  claim  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West 
Florida,  of  one  hundred  acres,  to  Abraham  Little,  bearing  date  the  16th  day  of  February,  1778;  also,  against  the 
adverse  claim  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  said  Government,  to  Charles  Walker,  of  five  hundred  acres,  bearing  date 
the  27th  day  of  January,  1777.  .  •     ■        _ 

John  Calliek,  representative  of  Wilford  Hoggatt;  casecommenced  in  page  688.  ; 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  a  hackberry,  on  the  bank  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the 
claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  thence,  to  run  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  so  fai-  thata  line  drawn 
from  the  termination  thereof,  south,  forty-three  degrees  east,  sixty-three  chains  and  twenty-four  links;  thence,  north, 
fifty  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  up  the  river,  as  it  meanders,  to  the  beginning,  shall 
include  eight  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Ann  Lawrence's  case,  commenced  in  page  721. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Noah  Kenner  Hutson's  donation 

tract,  in  right  of  Henry  Nail;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  west,  to  the  northwest  corner  ot  said  Hutson's  tract; 

thence,  north,  seventy-two  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  termination  thereof,  north,  fifteen  degrees 

east,  to  the  margin  of'^said  river;  and  thence,  down  the  river,  with  its  meanders,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  four 

hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  land. 
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George  Brewer,  Junior's,  case,  commenced  in  page  726.    , 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Ann  Lawrence's  donation  tract,  in 
her  own  right;  thence,  south,  til  teen  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  chains;  thence,  north,  sixty-six 
degrees  west,  so  lar  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  noith,  fifteen  degrees  east,  to  the  west  mar- 
gin of  said  river;  thence,  down  the  same,  with  its  meanders,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  acres  of  land. 

Thomas  Malone,  representative  of  John  .\rnot;  case  commenced  in  page  774. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  George  Brewer,  Junior's,'donation 

tract,  in  his  own  right;  thence,  south,  filteen  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links: 

thence,  north,  seventy-eight  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  therefrom,  north,  fifteen  degrees  cast,  to  the  margin  of 

said  river;  thence,  down  the  margin  of  the  same,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land. 

John  F.  McGuew  and  Clark  McGrew,  representatives  of  Julian  de  Castro;  case  commenced  in  page  693. 
On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Thomas  Malone's  claim,' in  virtue 
of  a  Spanish  warrant,  in  the  name  oi' John  Arnot;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
chains  forty-nine  links;  thence,  north,  seventy-eight  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  termination 
thereof,  north,  fifteen  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  thence,  down  the  margin  of  the  same, 
to  the  beginning,  shall  include  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Heirs  of  James  McGrew;  case  commenced  in  page  686. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  John  Flood  and  Clark  McGrew's 
claim,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant,  in  the  name  of  Julian  de  Castro;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  west,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  chains  forty-nine  links;  thence,  north,  seventy-six  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  drawn  from 
the  termination  thereof,  north,  fifteen  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  said  river,  and  down  the  margin  of  the  same,  to 
the  beginning,  shall  include  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

George  Brewer,  Jun.,  representative  of  James  Watkins;  case  commenced  in  page  659. 
On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Noah  Kenner  Hutson's  donation  tract,  in  the  right  of  Henry  Nail,  and 
on  the  line  of  James  Callier's  claim,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  Anthony  Hoggatt;  thence, 
north,  seventy- two  degrees  west,  until  it  intersects  the  lower  line  of  George  Brewer's  donation  tract,  in  his  own 
right;  thence,  south,  fifteen  degrees  west,  with  said  Brewer's  said  line,  so  far  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  termination 
thereof,  south,  sixty-six  degrees  east,  shall  intersect  the  upper  line  of  James  Callier's  claim,  before  mentioned,  and 
with  the  same,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land. 

Sampson  Mounger's  case,  commenced  in  page  653. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  George  Brewer,  Junior's,  donation  tract,  in  his  own  right;  thence,  south, 
fifteen  degrees  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  south,  sixty-six  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination 
thereof,  north,  fifteen  degrees  east,  shall  intersect  the  western  boundary  line  of  George  Brewer,  Junior's,  donation 
tract  in  the  right  of  James  Watkins;  thence,  with  said  line,  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  until  it  intersects  the  line  of 
said  Brewer's  claim,  in  his  own  right;  thence,  with  said  Brewer's  line  or  lines,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  in- 
clude six  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  of  land. 

Thomas  Goodwin,  representative  of  Hiram  Mounger;  case  commenced  in  page  714. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  cedar  post,  set  up  by  the  claimant,  ami  branded  with  the  initials  J.  M.  and  B.  H.;  thence,  north,  thirty 
degrees  west,  thirty-five  chains  and  thirty  links;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  eighteen  chains;  thence,  south, 
thirty  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  thereof,  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  eighteen  chains,  and  a  line 
to  be  drawn  from  the  termination  of  this  line,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land. 

Solomon  Wheat's  case,  commenced  in  page  654. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  south  line  of  the  tract  of  Thomas  Goodwin,  in  the  right  of  Hiram  Mounger,  twenty- 
chains  eighteen  links  from  the  southwest  corner  of  said  tract;  thence,  in  the  course  of  and  with  said  line,  south, 
thirty  degrees  east,  forty-one  chains  and  eighty  links;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  twenty-four  chains;  thence, 
north,  thirty  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  direct  to  the  beginning,  shall  include 
one  hundred  acres  of  land-  ' 

Benjamin  Harrison,  representative  of  Jacob  Miller;  case  commenced  in  page  712. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  cedar  post,  set  up  by  the  claimant,  branded  J.  M.  and  B.  H.,  being  also  the  beginning  corner  of 
Thomas  Goodwin's  claim,  in  right  of  Hiram  Mounger;  from  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  so  far,  that  a  line 
from  the  termination  thereof,  north,  sixty-five  degrees  east,  eight  chains  and  thirty-one  links;  thence,  south,  fifty- 
eight  degrees  east,  eighty-three  chains;  thence,  north,  fifty  degiees  east,  to  a  sweet  gum  corner  on  the  margin  of 
Ryan's  lake,  return  to  the  beginning  cedar  post,  and  run  therefrom  south,  thirty  degrees  east,  so  far  that  the  whole 
length  of  the  line,  beginning  at  the  cedar  post,  and  running  north,  thirty  degrees  west,  and  south,  thirty  degrees 
east,  shall  be  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  chains;  thence,  from  the  termination  of  this  line,  north,  sixty  degrees 
east,  forty  chains  and  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  twenty-seven  degrees  east,  sixty-five  chains;  thence,  north,  forty 
degrees  east,  to  the  south  margin  of  Ryan's  lake;  and  thence,  up  the  margin  of  the  lake,  to  the  sweet  gum  corner, 
shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

Peter  Malone,  representative  of  John  Woods;  case  commenced  in  page  701. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  upper  or  northwest  corner  of  John  Chastang's  tract  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  in  virtue  of 
a  Spanish  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  in  his  own  name;  thence,  with  Chastang's  line,  fourteen  chains;  thence, 
west,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  chains;  thence,  north,  twenty-eight  chains;  thence,  east,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
chains;  thence,  direct  to  the  beginning,  to  include  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  exclusive  of  one  square  acre 
adjoining  his  upper  line,  to  include  the  store  and  dwelling-house  of  Edwin  Lewis,  in  which  Judge  Toulmin  novv  re- 
sides: Provided,  neverlheless.  That  the  said  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial 
decision  in  his  favor  against  the  adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida 
to  John  Sutherland,  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  October,  1779;  and  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be  grant- 
ed to  him  accordingly. 

James  Griffin's  case,  commenced  in  page  649. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  tIz: 
Beginning  on  the  line  of  John  Chastang's  tract  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant,  or 
order  of  survey,  in  his  own  right,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Peter  Malone's  pre-emption  tract  ot  three  hundred  and 
108  p 
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twenty  acres;  thence,  in  the  line  of  said  Chastang,  soutli,  eighty  chains;  thence,  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  north, 
eighty  chains;  thence,  direct  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

Edwin  Lewis's  case,  commenced  in  page  700. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  Claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  mouth  of  a  bayou,  or  gut,  near  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
bluff  on  which  Fort  St.  Stephen's  stands;  thence,  up  the  west  margin  of  said  bayou,  so  far  as  to  make  eight  chains  in 
a  straigh:;  line;  thence,  in  a  direct  line,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Peter  Malone's  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres;  thence,  with  said  Malone's  upper  line,  east,  so  far,  that  one  square  acre  on  the  south  side  thereof 
shall  include  the  dwelling-house  and  store  of  the  claimant,  they  being  the  same  in  which  Judge  Toulmin  now  re- 
sides; this  east  line  to  be  continued  so  far  on  the  line  of  said  Malone,  as  to  make  twenty-eight  chains;  thence,  north, 
forty  degrees  west,  so  fart  that  a  direct  line  therefrom  to  the  west  margin  of  the  said  river,  and  dowii  the  same,  as  it 
meanders,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  exclusive  of  five  acres,  to  include, 
in  the  centre  thereof,  the  cantonment  at  present  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States;  the  right  of  said 
five  acres  being  reserved  to  the  United  States  for  their  future  use  and  disposition;  and  the  Board  doth  order,  that 
a  certificate  be  issued  accordingly. 

Edward  Lloyd  Wailes,  representative  of  John  Baker;  case  commenced  in  page  773. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz,: 
Beginning  at  the  point  where  the  line  that  runs  north,  forty  degrees  west,  of  Edwin  Lewis's  pre-emption  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  leaves  the  upper  line  of  Peter  Malone's  pre-emption  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres;  thence,  with  said  Lewis's  line,  north,  forty  degrees  \vest,  to  the  corner  thereof;  thence,  north,  twenty  chains; 
thence,  west,  so  far,  that  a  line  from  the  termination  of  this  line,  to  run  south,  until  it  intersects  the  upper  line  of 
said  Malone's  said  tract;  and  thence,  with  said  line,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  land:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  claimant  first  obtain,  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  a  judicial 
decision  in  his  favor  against  the  adverse  claim,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida, 
to  John  Sutherland,  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  October,  1779;  and  the  Board  doth  order  that  a  certificate  be 
issued  accordingly. 

William  Rogers's  case,  commenced  in  page  650. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  sassafras,  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the 
claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office,  being  also  the  upper  corner  of  a  tract  granted  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment of  West  Florida  to  Robert  Farmer,  for  one  thousand  acres;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  fifty-five 
chains;  thence,  north,  twenty  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  north,  iseventy  de- 
grees east,  to  the  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  down  the  said  margin  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include 
3iree  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres  of  land. 

Matthew  Shaw's  case,  commenced  in  page  651. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river^  at  the  upper  corner  of  William  Rogers's  pre-emption  tract 
of  three  iiundred  and  eighty-eight  acres;  thence,  soutii,  seventy  degrees  west,  one  hundred  and  six  chains;  thence, 
north,  thirty  degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  north,  seventy  degrees  east,  to  the 
west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  down  said  margin  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  three  hundred 
and  thirty-three  acres  of  land. 

William  Williams's  case,  commenced  in  page  715. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Jieginning  at  a  sycamore  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  twenty 
chains  and  fifty  links;  thence,  north,  twenty-five  degrees  west,  so  farjthat  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  same, 
north,  fifty-six  degrees  east,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  down  the  said  margin  to  the  place  of 
beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  and  one  acres  of  land. 

George  Robbins,  representative  of  Zado'ck  Brashear;  case  commenced  in  page  67.3. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  sycamore  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  being  also  the  beginning  corner  of  William 
Williams's  pre-emption  tract  of  one  hundred  and  one  acres,  and  the  same  sycamore  described  in  the  claimant's 
plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  fifty  chains;  thence,  south,  thirty  degrees 
east,  so  far,  that  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  north,  sixty  degrees  east,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tom- 
bigbee river,  and  up  the  said  margin  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land. 

Rawley  Green's  case,  commenced  in  page  733. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  sassafras,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office; 
also,  the  beginning  corner  of  William  Rogers's  pre-emption  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres;  thence,  south, 
seventy  degrees  west,  seventy-four  chains;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination 
of  the  same,  north,  seventy  degrees  east,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  liver,  and  up  the  said  margin  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  shall  include  two  hundred  and  one  acres. 

Joseph  Westmoreland's  case,  commenced  in  page  770. 

On  further  consideration  and  investigation,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  lower  corner  of  Rawleigh  Green's  pre-emption  of  two 
hundred  and  one  acres;  thence,  south,  seventy  degrees  west,  sixty  chains  fifty  links;  thence,  south,  twenty  degrees 
east,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  north,  seventy  degrees  east,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tom- 
bigbee river,  and  up  the  said  margin  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres. 

Ransom  Harwell's  case,  commenced  in  page  705. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  willow  oak,  being  the  same  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office,  stand- 
ing near  to  the  branch  that  runs  between  the  claimant's  house  and  the  house  of  William  Murrell;  thence,  north, 
thirteen  degrees  west,  thirty-one  chains  and  sixty  links;  thence,  south,  seventy-five  degrees  west,  twenty-six  chains 
and  fifteen  links;  thence,  south,  forty-seven  degrees  west,  forty-three  chains  and  fifty  links;  thence,  south,  forty- 
five  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres. 

William  Murrell's  case,  commenced  in  page  705. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  willow  oak,  being  also  the  beginning  corner  of  Ransom  Harwell's  pre-emption  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  acres;  thence,  with  the  south  line  of  said  Harwell's  tract,  to  his  southwest  corner;  thence,  south, 
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ffnl^;^!)^  "^P^f  ^'''/l'  ^?  ''"■•*''^-  ^  '',"''  ^'T  *'l^  termination  of  the  same,  to  run  parallel  with  the  first  mentioned 
line,  and  a  line  from  the  termination  thereot  to  the  place  ot  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 

James  Huckaby's  case,  commenced  in  page  715. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz- 
Beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  south  margin  ot  folia  creek,  a  short  distance  below  the  confluence  of  Fulsom's  and 
lolla  creeks  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office:  thence, 
east,  so  ar  that  a  line  from  the  termination  ot  the  same,  to  run  north,  until  'it  intersects  the  upper  line  of  Ransom 
Harwell's  pre-emption  tract;  thence,  in  the  course  of  said  Harwell's  line,  north,  forty-five  de-rees  west  to  the 
skt    s™v^e'"n  an°es  "^'^^'  ^^'^  whence,  up  said  margin  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  fourhumlred  and 

Edwin  Lewis,  representative  of  McCole  and  McCiendon;  case  commenced  in  page  708. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows  viz.- 
Beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  south  margin  of  Tolla  creek,  a  short  distance  below  the  confluence  of  Fulsom's  and 
lolla  creeks,  it  being  also  the  beginning  corner  ot  James  Huckaby;  thence,  east,  so  far,  that  a  direct  linp  fiom  the 
termination  of  the  same,  to  the  lower  margin  of  Fulsom's  creek;  thence,  with  said  maigin  of  said  creek  a"s  it  mean- 
ders, to  Its  junction  with  Tolla  creek;  thence,  down  the  south  margin  of  Tolla  creek  to  the  beginning,  shall  include 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Edwin  Lewis,  representative  of  William  Green;  case  commenced  in  page  711. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows  viz- 
Beginning  in  the  fork  of  Tolla  and  Fulsom's  creeks,  at  their  junction;  thence,  up  the  southern  margin  of  Tolla 
creek,  to  the  point  where  the  line  of  Bryan  and  Brewer's  pre-emption  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
crosses  said  Tolla  creek;  thence,  in  the  course  of  said  Bryan  and  Brewer's  line,  north,  seventy  decrees  east  so  far 
that  a  direct  line  therefrom  to  Fulsom's  creek,  and  with  said  creek,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres. 

Elisha  Simmons's  case,  commenced  in  page  650. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows  viz- 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  lower  corner  of  Joseph  Westmoreland's  pre-emption 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres;  thence,  in  a  direct  line  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Ransom  Harwell's 
one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acre  pre-emption  tract;  thence,  in  the  course  of  said  line,  soutli,  thirteen  degrees  east 
so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  of  the  same,  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  up  the  said  mar- 
gin to  the  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

John  Flood  McGrew's  case;  commenced  in  page  733. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows  viz 
Beginning  at  a  hickory,  being  the  same  described  in  the  claimant's. plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office,  as  h'is  be- 
ginning corner;  thence,  north,  thirteen  degrees  west,  forty  chains;  thence,  south,  seventy-seven  degrees  west  eighty 
chains;  thence,  south,  thirteen  degrees  east,  forty  chains;  thence,  direct  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  ot  land. 

Isaac  Ryan's  case,  commenced  in  page  646. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows  viz- 
Beginning  at  the  inouth  of  Ryan's  lake,  at  its  junction  with  Bassett's  creek,  at  a  black  gum;  thence,  south,' 
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degrees  east,  to  be  continued  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  thereof^  nortii,  seven  degrees  west, "to  the 
southern  margin  of  Bassett's  creek,  and  up  the  same,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land.  , 

Solomon  Boykin,  representative  of  Elizabeth  Reed;  case  commenced  in  page  720. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  big  lake,  at  a  sweet  gum,  bein^  the  place  of  beginning  described  by  the  claimant's 
plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  thence,  up  the  margin  of  said  lake, to  Bassett's  line;  th(!nce,  noith.  sixty-seven 
degrees  west,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  thereof,  south,  twenty-three  degrees  west,  to  the  northern 
margin  of  Bassett's  creek,  and  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  include  five  hundred  and  two  acres  of 
laud. 

James  Scott,  representative  of  Gabriel  Burrows;  case  commenced  in  page  66.3. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  a  pine,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's  plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office- 
thence,  in  a  direct  line  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Solomon  Wheat's  pre-emption  tract  of  one  liundred  acres;  thence' 
in  the  course  of  said  Wheat's  line,  south,  thirty  degrees  east,  so  far  as  to  make  one  hundred  and  twenty-tvvo  cliains' 
from  the  beginning  pine;  thence,  south,  sixty  degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains;  thence,  north,  thirty  degrees  west' 
seventy-nine  chains;  thence,  north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  thirty  chains  and  fifty  links;  thence,  direct  to  the  be- 
ginning, shall  include  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land. 

Hezekiah  Carter,  representative  of  Robert  Jones;  case  commenced  in  page  710. 

On  further  investigation  and  cohsideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  point,  where  the  line  of  James  Scott's  donation  tract,  running  north,  thirty  degrees  west, 
seventy-nine  chains,  terminates;  thence,  in  the  course  of  said  Scott's  line,  north,  sixty  degrees  west,  twenty-five 
chains;  thence,  north,  forty-five  degrees  west,  twenty  chains;  thence,  south,  sixty-five  degrees  east,  thirty  cliains; 
thence,  direct  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  sixty  acres  of  land- 

Thomas  Goodwin,  representative  of  Daniel  Kennedy;  case  commenced  in  page  775. 
On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  margin  of  Ryan's  lake,  at  the  point;  where  the  line  of  Benjamin  Harrison'sdonation  tract,  run- 
ning north,  forty  degrees  east,  strikes  said  lake;  thence,  up  the  south  margin  of  said  lake,  forty  chains;  thence,  north, 
fifty  degrees  east,  twenty  chains;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  east,  fifty-five  chains;  thence,  south,  forty  chains; 
thence,  south,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  to  said  Harrison's  line;  and  from  thence,  with  his  line  or  lines,  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  shall  include  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  of  land. 

Nathan  Blackwell's  case,  commenced  in  page  648. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Francis  Boykin's  tract  of  eight 
hundred  acres,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  Adam  Hollinger;  thence,  north,  sixty- 
seven  degrees  west,  to  the  said  Boykin's  line,  one  hundred  and  twenty  chains;  thence,  north,  twenty-three  degrees 
east,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the  termination  thereof,  south,  sixty-seven  degrees  east,  to  the  margin  of  the  Tom- 
bigbee river,  and  down  the  margin  of  said  river,  as  it  meanders,  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty- 
acres  of  land. 


856  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [1809. 

John  Dunn's  case,  commenced  in  page  721. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  Nathan  Blackwell's  donation  tract, 
of  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres;- thence,  north,  sixty-seven  degrees  west,  in  the  course  of  said  Blackwell's  line,  eighty 
chains;  thence,  north,  twenty-three  degrees  east,  so  far,  that  a  line  therefrom,  south,  sixty-seven  degrees  east,  to 
the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  and  down  the  said  margin  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land. 

Francis  Stringer's  case,  commenced  in  page  676. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
That  a  square  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  running  duenorth,  due  east,  due  south,  and  due  west,  shall 
include  the  present  gin-house  of  the  claimant  in  the  centre  thereof. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  tlie  19th  instant. 

Monday,  August  19,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Thomas  Malone's  case,  commenced  in  page  722. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  at  the  lower  corner  of  John  Callier's  tract  of  eight  hun- 
dred acres,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  Wilford  Hoggatt;  thence,  in  the  course  of  said 
Callier's  line,  south,  fifty  degrees  west,  eighty  chains;  thence,  south,  forty  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  line  from  the 
termination  thereof,  direct  to  the  west  margin  of  the  Tombigbee  river,  anci  up  the  margin  of  the  same,  to  the  begin- 
ning, shall  include  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land. 

Wyche  Watley's  case,  commenced  in  page  657. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  William  H.  Hargrave's  pre-emption  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres;  thence,  west,  seventy-one  chains;  thence,  south,  twenty-two  chains;  thence,  east,  to  said  Hargrave's  line,  and 
with  said  line,  north,  to  the  beginning,  to  include  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  of  land. 

Richard  Brashear's  case,  commenced  in  page  655. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Wyche  Watley's  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acre  pre-emption  tract  on  the 
line  of  Hargrave,  thence,  west,  with  Watley's  line,  forty  chains;  thence,  south,  forty  chains;  thence,  east,  to  Har- 
grave's line,  and  with  said  line  to  the  beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

Hiram  Mounger's  case,  commenced  in  page  653. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  James  Denley's  tract  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  in  virtue  of  a  Span- 
ish warrant  or  order  of  survey,  in  the  name  of  Solomon  Johnston;  thence,  west,  nii)ety  chains;  thence,  south,  fifty 
chains;  thence,  east,  sixty  chains;  thence,  south,  thirty-three  chains  seventy-five  links;  thence,  east,  so^far  that  a 
line  from  the  termination  thereof,  north,  to  said  Denley's  line,  and  with  said  liae  west,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  include  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  22d  instant- 

Thursday,  August  22,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Pi'esent:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

William  Gilliam,  representative  of  John  Clark;  case  commenced  in  page  713. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  a  pine  on  the  north  side  of  Sunflower  creek,  being  the  beginning  corner  described  in  the  claimant's 
plot,  entered  in  the  Register's  Office;  thence,  south,  seven  degrees  east,  lorty  chains;  thence,  south,  sixty-five  de- 
grees west,  thirty-four  chains;  thence,  north,  seven  degrees  west,  so  far,  that  a  direct  line  therefrom  to  the  place  of 
beginning,  shall  include  one  hundred  and  two  acres,  and  the  improvements  of  the  claimant. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  24th  instant. 

Saturday,  August  24,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

John  and  Tandy  Walker's  case,  commenced  in  page  732. 

On  further  investigation  and  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  claim  in  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the 
British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  Robert  Farmer,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  August,  1778,  does  not  inter- 
fere with  this  claim. 

Clark  MoGrew's  case,  commenced  in  page  769. 

On  further  consideration  and  investigation,  the  Boai-d  is  of  opinion  that  a  p^rt  of  this  claim  is  interfered  with  by 
the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Farmer,  in  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida  to  Robert 
Farmer,  of  one  thousand  acres,  bearing  date  6th  of  August,  1778. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  27th  instant 

Tuesday,  August  27,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Friday,  the  30th  instant. 

Friday,  August  30,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Monday,  the  2d  day  of  September  next. 

Monday,  September  2,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  the  4th  instant. 

Wednesday,  September  4, 1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Narciso  Broutin's  case,  commenced  in  page  809. 
'  Augustin  Rochon  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  in  the  year  1795,  said  Nar- 
ciso Broutin,  with  some  negroes,  inhabited  and  cultivatecf  a  crop  of  corn  on  the  land  in  question;  that  the  family 
of  Mr.  Broutin  resided  in  Mobile,  but  that  he  made  the  corn  to  provision  his  family. 

Solomon  Johnston  (August  12)  was  presented  as  a  witness,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed,  that  he  knew  the 
land  claimed;  that  it  lay  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Alabama  river,  nearly  opposite  to  the  upper  end  of  a  small 


1809.]  LAND  CLAIMS  IN  THE  MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY.  857 

island;  that  said  land  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  Broutin's  negroes,  but  at  what  time  he  could  not  say,  but 
he  knew  that  the  negroes  were  Broutin's. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Narciso  Broutin,  about  the  time  you  mention  to  have  been  on  his  place,  cul- 
tivated any  other  land.'' 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  supported  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law, 
and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  on  the  east  margin  of  the  Mobile  river,  at  the  upper  corner  of  a  tract  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
acres,  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  Dominique  de  Olive,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  in  the  name 
of  said  Dominique  de  Olive,  dated  New  Orleans,  26th  of  December,  1794;  thence,  up  the  east  margin  of  the  Mo- 
bile and  the  Alabama  rivers,  so  far  as  to  make  sixty-three  chains  twenty-four  links,  in  a  straiglit  line;  thence,  south, 
sixty-two  degrees  east,  so  far  that  a  direct  line  from  the  termination  thereof  shall  strike  the  northeast  corner  of 
said  Olive's  tract;  and  thence,  with  his  upper  line,  to  the  beginning,  on  the  margin  of  the  Mobile  river,  so  as  to 
include  eight  hundred  acres. 

Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  7th  instant. 

Saturday,  September  7,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  10th  instant. 

Tuesday,  September  10,  1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment-    Present:  Robert  C.Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  12th  instant. 

Thursday,  September  12, 1805. 
The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  14th  instant. 

Saturday,  September  14,  1805. 
The  Boai-d  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington  County,  August  3, 1804. 
Sir: 

In  a  private  communication  from  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Connnissioners,  the  Tensaw  settlement  was  men- 
tioned as  being  left  in  an  unpleasant  predicament.  Upon  further  reflection,  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  advise 
youofiBcially  and  more  particularly  on  this  subject. 

As  the  ascertainment  of  the  rights  of  persons  to  land  on  the  east  side  of  Tombigbee  river,  was  not  included  in 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1803,  the  inhabitants  there  conceived  it  optional  with  them,  whether  or 
not  to  enter  their  claims  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Ofiice,  by  the  31st  March,  1804.  On  the  recommendation 
of  the  commissioners,  the  claims  were  perhaps  generally,  though  not  entirely,  entered;  but  it  is  pidbable,  and  indeed 
certain,  that  many  important  documents  necessary  to  correct  adjudication  on  these  claims,  have  not,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  abovementioned  construction  of  the  law,  been  entered.  It  is  conceived  that  no  Board  which  may  be 
authorized  to  decide  upon  these  claims,  can  do  justice  if  the  claimants  are  barred  from  completing  their  entries  at 
the  Register's  Office.  The  act  of  the  27th  March,  1804,  supplementary  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  con- 
tains no  provisions  applicable  to  this  object. 

We  looked  a  long  time  for  official  information  that  Congress  had  passed  an  act  to  enlarge  the  commissions 
which  issued  under  tne  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  declaring  that  the  commissioners  should,  by  virtue  of  those 
commissions,  take  cognizance  of  the  claims  east  of  Tombigbee  river,  but  no  communication  of  any  kind,  touching 
this  subject,  was  received.  Since  the  termination  of  the  judicial  business  of  the  Board,  namely,  on  the  26th  July, 
the  Register  received  a  newspaper  copy  of  the  supplementary  act  referred  to  above.  Had  this  act  been  aniiounceci 
in  time,  still  it  does  not  appear  to  contain  any  declaration  investing  the  commissioners,  heretofore  appointed,  with 
additional  powers. 

Both  the  acts  above  mentioned  exclude  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners  all  claims  to  land  where  the 
Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished.  On  inspection  of  the  confirmation  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Choctaw  nation,  executed  the  31st  August,  1803,  by  General  Wilkinson  on  the  one  part,  and  Mingo 
Poos-Coos  and  Alatala  Hoomah  on  the  other  part,  we  find  the  limits  thus  described:  beginning  in  the  Hatcha  Co- 
misa  or  War  river,  where  the  limits  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  cross  the  same;  thence,  up  the  channel 
of  said  river,  to  the  confluence  of  Chickasaw  Hay  and  Buckatannee  ri\ers;  thence,  up  the  channel  of  the  Bucka- 
tannee,  to  Bogue  Hoomah  or  Red  creek;  and  thence,  with  the  various  courses  in  said  instrument  written,  to  the 
main  branch  of  the  Sintee  Bogue  or  Snake  creek;  and  thence,  with  said  creek,  to  the  Tombigbee  river;  thence, 
down  the  main  channel  of  the  Tombigbee  and  Mobile  rivers,  to  the  abovementioned  line  of  limits  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  and  with  the  same  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

By  report  only  we  are  informed  that  General  Wilkinson,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  run,  marked,  and 
confirmed  a  line  of  demarcation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  Indians:  beginning  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Tombigbee  river,  and  on  the  north  or  upper  side  of  the  bayou,  by  the  name  of  the  Cut-oft",  (which  flovvs  between 
the  Alabama  and  Tombigbee  alternately,  as  either  of  those  rivers  are  the  highest;)  and  thence,  as  specified  in  the 
said  treaty.  The  island  formed  by  these  waters,  called  Nanna  Hubba,  containing  about  twenty  thousand  acres  of  the 
first  quality  of  land,  has  been  recently  claimed  by  the  Choctaw  nation.  These  Indians  refer  to  the  beforementioned 
lines,  settled  on  the  31st  of  August,  1803,  as  evidence  of  their  never  having  relinquished  their  right  to  Nanna 
Hubba  island.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that,  during  the  times  when  the  British  and  Spanish  Governments  held  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  country,  the  island  in  question  was  in  the  occupancy  and  exclusive  possession  of  their  respective 
subjects;  and  has,  in  like  manner,  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  American  citizens  since  the  jurisdiction  has 
been  surrendered  to  the  United  States.  It  is  believed  that  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished  by  the  British, 
and  that  the  same  will  appear  bythej^eW  notes  oi  Mr.  Purcell,  an  English  surveyor,  and  that  these  notes  are, 
or  were  in  the  possession  of  General  Wilkinson;  and  it  is  also  said  that  General  Wilkinson  was  fully  of  opinion 
that  this  island  belonged  to  the  United  States.  However  satisfactory  these  circumstances  may  be,  in  the  formation 
of  private  opinions,  a  judicial  tribunal  cannot  proceed  on  such  loose  grounds;  it  must  require  official  documents 
to  justify  its  judgment.  Any  Board  which  may  be  appointed  to  adjust  the  claims  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tombig- 
bee, will  find  insuperable  difficulties,  uidess  the  Government  is  pleased  to  furnish  such  official  documents  and  other 
evidence  as  may  lead  to  a  correct  decision. 

On  the  16th  of  July  all  the  judicial  business  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  which  could  come  under  its  cog- 
nizance, by  virtue  of  the  law  from  which  its  appointment  and  authority  were  derived,  was  closed.  Nothing  re- 
mained to  be  done,  but  that  the  signature  of  a  majority  of  the  members  be  affixed  to  the  certificates  which  have 
been  adjudged  to  be  issued;  and,  also,  to  report  on  the  subject  of  British  grants  fully  executed,  required  by  the 
seventh  seclion  of  the  act  Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Nicholas,  one  of  the  commissioners,  requested  the 
consent  of  his  colleagues  to  retire;  the  Board,  considering  that  the  object  of  its  appoititment  was  effected,  and  all 
the  services  to  which  it  was  particularly  commissioned,  draw  near  to  the  ultimate  point,  was  of  opinion  that  Mr. 
Nicholas  might,  with  propriety,  retire;  and  he  has  accordingly  taken  his  departure  for  Kentucky. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

EPHRAIM  KIRBY, 
JOSEPH  CHAMBERS, 
Commissioners  for  adjusting  claims  to  lands  east  qf  Pearl  nver. 
Hon.  Albert  Gaixatin,  Esq. 
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Board  of  Commissioners,  east  of  Pearl  River,  Hobuokintoopa, 

September  21,  1805. 

We  have  the  satisfaction  to  communicate  to  you  that  on  this  day  we  finished  the  business  of  the  Board,  and 
adjourned  sine  die. 

Uncontrollable  circumstances  have  protracted  the  completion  of  this  tedious  and  complex  business  much  longer 
than  had  been  anticipated  by  you. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Board  at  this  place  on  the  1st  day  of  May  last,  many  complaints  have  been  pesented 
against  the  locations  (previously  made)  of  lands  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river;  and  in  all  cases 
where  the  party  complaining  convinced  us  more  justice  might  be  done  by  a  revision  of  the  case,  we  either  made 
a  new  location,  or  so  modified  the  old  one  as  to  us  seemed  right. 

The  locations,  in  every  instance,  have  been  effected,  and  the  certificates  issued,  without  any  survey  having  been 
made  under  the  authority  of  tlie  United  States.  From  this  circumstance,  we  have  experienced  much  perplexity,  as 
we  were  compelled  to  act  either  from  such  doubtful  information  as  we  could  obtain,  from  the  witnesses  and  the 
private  surveyors,  presented  by  the  claimants,  or  to  postpone  issuing  the  certificates  until  the  respective  claims 
might  be  surveyed  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  To  the  latter  course,  intrinsic  objections  presented 
themselves;  and  in  adopting  the  former,  difficulties  in  identifying  the  point  or  place  at  which  certain  tracts  were 
to  begin,  unavoidably  intervened.  Hence  it  is  our  opinion,  that  it  might  more  certainly  establish  the  rights  of  indi- 
viduals, as  well  as  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  business  of  the  Surveyor  of  Public  Lands,  if  he,  or  those  acting 
under  his  authority,  should  be  empowered  hy  law  to  administer  oaths,  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  and 
take  their  testimony,  in  order  to  identify  such  points  or  places  of  beginning  as  could  not,  for  want  of  the  necessary 
information,  be  described  with  certainty  in  the  certificates  issued  by  the  Board. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

ROBERT  C.  NICHOLAS, 
JOSEPH  CHAMBERS. 

The  Honorable  Albert  Gallatin,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Board  of  Commissioners,  east  of  Pearl  river, 
Sir:  September  14,  1805. 

Enveloped  herewith  you  will  receive  the  report  (of  British  grants,  legally  and  fully  executed,  and  duly  re- 
corded) required  from  this  Board  by  the  7th  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  passed  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1803. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

ROBERT  C.  NICHOLAS, 
JOSEPH  CHAMBERS. 

The  Honorable  Albert  Gallatin,  Esq.  Secretary  of  Ike  Treasury. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  17th  instant. 

Tuesday,  September  17,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 
Adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  19th  instant. 

,  '  Thursday,  September  19,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers- 
Adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  ^Ist  instant. 

Saturday,  September  21,  1805. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment.    Present:  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Joseph  Chambers. 

Board  of  Commissioners,  east  of  Pearl  river,  Hobuokintoopa, 
Sir:  September  21,  1805. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  certificate,  stating  the  day  on  which  the  clerk  of  this  Board  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  also  the  day  on  which  the  Board  adjourned  sine  die. 

The  vouchers  for  all  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  to  which  this  Board  has  been  subjected,  are  certified 
by  us,  in  duplicate,  and  will  be  presented  for  settlement  by  the  clerk,  ^Ir.  Parmelee. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

ROBERT  C.  NICHOLAS, 
JOSEPH  CHAMBERS. 

The  Honorable  Albert  Gallatin,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Board  ordered  that  the  clerk  take  into  his  possession  and  safe  keeping  the  books  and  papers,  and  cause 
them  to  be  transmitted  to,  and  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  agreeably  to  a  requisition  in  the  sixth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  soutli  of  the  State  oi  Tennessee." 

Adjourned  siiie  die. 

Attest:  DAVID  PARMELEE  2d,  Clerk  of  the  Board. 
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Sept.   12,  1775. 
Feb'y  29,  1788. 

August  8,  1789. 

Feb'y  18,  1790. 

Feb'y  18,  1790. 
March  4,  1789. 
March  15,  1789. 
March  31,  1790. 

April  25,  1793. 
Sept.  3,  1784. 
May  9,  1786. 
June  1,  1792. 
March  15,  1789. 
March  29,  1793. 
Feb'y  10,  1789. 
March  6,  1788. 
May  25,  1793. 
August  30,  1795. 
June  33,  1791. 
June  23,  1791. 
April  9,  1794. 
Nov.  20,   1793. 
April  9,  1794. 
June  20,  1795. 
June  8,  1793. 

May  25,  1791. 
June  20,  1795. 
August  14,  1793. 
Sept.  1,  1795. 
Feb'y  5,  1793. 

April  3,  1790. 
March  22,  1795. 
Feb'y  12,  1788. 
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On  Second  creek,    - 
Near  Second  creek. 

On  the  river  Mississippi,    - 

On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 
On  St.  Catharine's  creek,    - 
On  the  waters  of  Fairchild's  creek. 
On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek, 

On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek, 

On  the  river  Homochitto,    - 

On  the  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 

On  the  river  Homochitto,    - 

On  (he  waters  of  Second  creek. 

On  the  waters  of  river  Homochitto, 

On  the  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 

On  the  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 

On  the  river  Big  Black, 

On  the  river  Big  Black, 

On  the  river  Homochitto,    - 

On  the  river  Big  Black, 

On  St.  Catharine's  creek,    - 

On  the  waters  of  (he  liver  Big  Black. 

On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 

On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 
On  the  waters  of  Fairchild's  creek, 
On  the  waters  of  the  bayou  Sara,    - 
On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 

On  Second  creek,    -           -            - 
On  St.  Catharine's  creek,    - 
On  the  waters  of  Second  creek. 
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William  Gorman, 
Samuel  Hutchins, 

Anthony  Hutchins, 

Anthony  Hutchins, 

Anthony  Hutchins, 
Reuben  Gibson, 
Parker  Canadine, 
Anthony  Hutchins, 

Parker  Canadine, 

John  Farquhar, 

Charles  Norwood, 

Eiias  Bonnell,  - 

John  Foster, 

John  Foster, 

Henry  Richardson, 

Alexander  Henderson, 

William  West, 

Hugh  Coyle, 

Maurice  Joyce, 

John  Joyce, 

Joshua  Howard, 

Robert  Kidd,     - 

Lewis  Valleret, 

Richard  Kin",  -            -           - 

William  Gillespie, 

Joseph  Bonner, 
James  Jones,    - 
Isaac  Tabor,      - 
Frederick  Kimble, 
Patrick  Sullivan, 

Danvid  Mitchell, 
Nathaniel  Ivy, 
William  Mcintosh, 
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Samuel  Hutchins,         -            -            .           - 

Samuel  Hutchins, 

The  legal  representatives  of  Anthony  Hutchins, 

deceased,     -            - 
The  legal  represen(atives  of  Anthony  Hutchins, 

deceased,     ----- 
The  legal  representatives  of  Anthony  Hutchins, 

deceased,     -            -            -           -           - 
Reuben  Gibson,            -            _           -            . 
Richard  Canadine,        -            -            -            - 
John  J.  Canadine,         -            -            -     .       - 
Parker  Canadine,  Jun.  and   George  Rapalje 

Canadine,    -            -            -            -           - 

George  Fitzgerald,        .            -            -            . 
George  Fitzgerald,       .            -            .            - 
John  Foster,      -            -.          - 
John  Foster,      -----            - 

John  Foster,       -..--- 
Joshua  Howard,             -            -            .            - 
John  Henderson,           -            .             ..            - 
John  Bisland,    -            -            -            -            - 

John  Bisland,    ----- 

John  Bisland,    ----- 

John  Bisland,    -            -            -            -            - 

John  Foster,       ----- 

Richard  King,  -            -           -           -            - 

Richard  King,  in  right  of  his  wife, 

Richard  King,  -            -            -            -            - 

John  Girault,     -            -           -           -            - 

The  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Manadue, 

deceased,     ..---. 
James  Jones,      -            -            -            -            - 
William  Lemon,  and  Sally  his  wife,  - 
Frederick  Kimble,        .            -            -            - 
Stephen  Miller,              -            .            -            - 
The  legal  representatives  of  David  Mitchell, 

tleceased,     -            -            -            -            - 
Nathaniel  Ivy,              -           .            -            . 
William  Mcintosh.       -            -            -            - 
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March  25,  1795. 
March  10,  1789. 
April  11,  1791. 
April  11,  1791. 
March  18,  1790. 
April  9,  1790. 
March  15,  1789. 
August  30,  1793. 
Sept.  1,  1793. 
June  30,  1788. 
Sept.  1,  1795. 
May  8,  1793. 
October  4,  1787. 
April  21.  1790. 
March  15,  1789. 
March  26,  1789. 
March  15,  1788. 
March  10,  1789. 
Feb'y  12,  1788. 
Feb'y  12,  1788. 
April  28,  1790. 

1 

d 
0 

0 

00' 

a. 
< 

0 

c 

July  17,  1790. 
March  15,  1788. 
January  31,  1788. 
August  30,  1793. 
Feb'y  28,  1795. 
January  31, 1788. 
April  10,  1795. 
April  9,  1790. 
April  9,  1790. 
August  30,  1793. 
August  30,  1793. 
August  30,  1793. 
August  14,  1794. 
June  20,  1795. 
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ers  of  Second  creek, 
ers  of  Cole's  creek, 
ers  of  Cole''s  creek, 
ters  of  Cole's  creek, 
:ers  of  Cole's  creek, 
ers  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
:ers  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 
ters  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
ters  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
of  the  river  Homochitto, 
er  Homochitto,    - 
of  the  river  Homochitto, 
of  the  river  Homochitto, 
of  the  river  Homochitto, 
er  Homochitto,    - 
ers  of  Fairchikl's  creek, 
ers  of  Fairchild's  creek, 
ers  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 
ers  of  Cole's  creek, 
creek, 
ers  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 
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ers  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 
ers  of  Fairchild's  creek, 
r  Homochitto,    - 
ers  of  Cole's  creek, 
ers  of  Cole's  creek, 
of  the  river  Homochitto, 
ers  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
ers  of  Cole's  creek, 
r  Homochitlo,    - 
ers  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
of  the  Petit  Gulf  creek, 
ounty,  -             -           - 
ers  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
ers  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 
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On  the  wa 
On  the  wat 
On  the  riv€ 
On  the  wai 
On  the  wat 
On  waters 
On  the  wat 
On  the  vvat 
On  the  rive 
On  the  wa 
On  waters 
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On  the  wat 

•S'S 
1  ^ 

0?13 

Acres, 
280/ 

300/ 
300/ 
800/ 
300/: 
300/ 
400/ 
217/ 
600/ 
800/ 
300/ 

1,152/ 
232/ 

1,000/ 
400/ 
788/ 
250/ 
205/ 
337/ 
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400/ 
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1,000/ 
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James  Stuart,  "- 
Jacob  Cable,      ■•            - 
Ephraim  Coleman, 
Israel  Coleman, 
John  Ford, 
Samuel  Cobun, 
Charles  Cason, 
Patrick  Cogan, 
Elizabeth  Durbin, 
John  Steel, 
Isaac  Gaillard, 
Jesse  Withers, 
John  Henderson, 
Thomas  Rule,  - 
Isaac  Gaillard, 
Moses  Bonner, 
Manuel  Madden, 
Thomas  Morgan, 
Everard  Green, 
Everard  Green, 
Joseph  Ford,     - 
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Maria  Girault, 

James  Wade,   -            -           - 

Richard  Ellis,  Jun. 

George  Cochran, 

Benjamin  Curtis, 

John  Ellis, 

Robert  Cochran, 

Robert  Cochran, 

Robert  Cochran, 

Waterman  Crane, 

George  Cochran, 

Lewelleii  Price, 

Waterman  Crane, 

Rebecca  Dove, 
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John  Calliham,              .           -            -            . 
Jacob  Cable,      -            -            -            -            - 
The  legal  representatives  of  Ephraim  Coleman, 
Israel  Coleman,             -           -            -            - 
John  Ford,         -            -            .            .            - 
Samuel  Cobun,              .            -            -            . 
Charles  Cason,              .            -            .           - 
Patrick  Cogan,              -                        -            - 
Sarah  Cleveland,           -            -            -           - 
James  Steel,      .            -            .           -            . 
Isaac  Gaillard,              -            .           -            . 
Isaac  Gaillard,              .... 
Isaac  Gaillard,              -            -           -            - 
Isaac  Gaillard,              -            -            -            - 
Isaac  Gaillard,              -            -           -            - 
John  Stowers  and  Windsor  Pipes, 
Manuel  Madden  and  James  Bonner,  - 
Abraham  Taylor,          - 
Everard  Green,             -            .            .            . 
Everard  Green,            -            .            -            - 
Benajah  Osmun,           -           -            -            - 
Benajah  Osmun,  assignee  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Andrew  Bealle,  deceased,    - 
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Benajah  Osmun,  assignee  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Andrew  Bealle,  deceased,    - 
James  Wade,    -           -            -            -           - 
John  Ellis,         .            .            -            .           - 
The  legal  representatives  of  G.  Cochran,  dec'd, 
John  Ellis,         ....-- 
John  Ellis,         .            -            -            .           . 
Robert  Cochran,             -            -            -            - 
Robert  Cochran,            .            ..            -            - 
Robert  Cochran,            .            -            .            . 
The  legal  representatives  of  G.  Cochran,  dec'd, 
The  legal  representatives  of  G.  Cochran,  dec'd, 
The  legal  representatives  of  G.  Cochran,  dec'd, 
The  legal  representatives  of  G.  Cochran,  ilec'd, 
Anthony  Hoggatt,        -           -       .     - 
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April  8,  1788. 
March  6,  1788. 
August  8,  1789. 
April  15,  1790. 
June  21,  1788. 
June  21,  1788. 
January  22, 1788. 
October  8,  1787. 
April  21,  1789. 
April  21,  1789. 
January  28,  1789. 
March  6,  1788. 
Feb'y  15,  1787. 
March  15,  1788. 
March  10,  1790. 
Nov.  20,  1793. 
March  10,  1789. 
August  15,  1787. 
March  4,  1795. 
May  21,  1791. 
August  30,   1795. 
March  22,  1795. 
Sept.  1,  1793. 
April  28,  1790. 
January  31,  1788. 
March  26,  1789. 
January  31,  1788. 
Dec.  20,  1794. 
Feb'y  16,  1789. 
April  10,  1795. 
August  14,  1794. 
Feb'y  10,  1789. 
Sept.  1,  1795. 
July  17,1790. 
March  15,  1789. 
Feb'y  20,  1793. 
August  30,  1793. 
Nov.  12,  1788. 
Feb'y  25,  1788. 
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On  the  waters  of  Buffalo  creek, 

On  Second  creek,    -            -            . 

Between  Cole's  cr.  &  bayou  Pierre 

On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 

On  the  waters  of  Second  creek, 

On  Second  creek,    .            . 

On  the  waters  of  river  Homochitto, 

On  the  waters  of  Fairchild's  creek. 

On  the  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 

On  St.  Catharine's  creek,   - 

On  St.  Catharine's  creek,    . 

On  St.  Catharine's  creek,    - 

On  St.  Catharine's  creek,    - 

On  the  waters  of  Sandy  creek. 

On  the  waters  of  the  bayou  Sara,    - 

In  the  settlement  of  bayou  Sara,     - 

On  St.  Catharine's  creek,   . 

On  Second  creek,    - 

On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 

On  the  waters  of  river  Homochitto, 

On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 

On  the  waters  of  the  bayou  Sara,    - 

On  (he  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 

(Jn  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 

Between  rivers  Miss.  &  Homochitto, 

On  Second  creek,    - 

On  the  river  Mississippi, 

On  Cole's  creek,      -            -            . 

On  Buffalo  creek,    - 

On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 

On  the  waters  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 

On  the  waters  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 

On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 

On  the  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 

On  (he  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  cr. 

On  the  waters  of  river  Big  Black, 

On  the  river  Buffalo, 

Near  Willing's  bayou. 

On  the  waters  of  Second  creek, 

3    ° 



Acres. 
550/ 
500/ 
500/ 
540/ 

1,000/ 

3,00(/ 

1,000/ 
150/ 
80/ 
310/ 
105/ 
101/ 
398/ 
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165/ 
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275/ 
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661/ 
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230/ 
250/ 
321/ 
800/ 
150/ 
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600/ 
410/ 
450/ 
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William  Vousdan, 

Philetus  Israel  &  Phil.  Smith, 

Roger  Doud,    - 

Roger  Doud,     - 

Peter  Surget,     . 

Peter  Surget,     - 

William  Gilbert, 

James  Mclntyre, 

Samuel  Flowers, 

Moses  Bonner, 

Susanna  Spell, 

Alexander  Henderson, 

Richard  Harrison, 

William  Calvit, 

Abraham  Horton, 

Henry  Hunter, 

Gibeon  Gibson, 

Stephen  Miner, 

William  Daniel, 

Gideon  Hopkins, 

Richard  Harrison, 

Moses  Lewis,   -            -            . 

Antonio  Grass, 

Joseph  Ford,     .            -            - 

Richard  Ellis,  - 

Isaac  Johnson, 

Richard  Ellis,   - 

William  Fairbank, 

Mary  Fillis,       ... 

John  Clark,       -            -            - 

Waterman  Crane, 

Gibson  Clark, 

Narsworthy  Hunter,     ■ 

Maria  Gii-ault, 

George  Killion, 

David  Greenleaf, 

Henry  Phelps, 

Francis  Poussett, 

John  Hartley,    - 
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William  Ogden,            .... 
Philetus  Israel  and  Philander  Smith,  - 
Catharine  Surget,          .... 
Catharine  Surget,          .... 
The  legal  representatives  of  P.  Surget,  dec'd, 
The  legal  representatives  of  P.  Surget,  dec'd. 
The  legal  representatives  of  W.  Gilbert,  dec'd, 
Willis  Bonner,              .... 
Thomas  Foster,              .... 
Thomas  Foster,             -            .            ..           . 
Thomas  Foster,              .... 
Thomas  Foster,              .... 
The  legal  representatives  of  W.  Gilbert,  dec. 
The  legal  representatives  of  Wm.  Calvit,  dec. 
Abraham  Horton,          -            .            .            . 
Henry  Hunter,              .... 
Joseph  Harrison,           -            .            -            . 
Alexander  Ross,            .            .            .            - 
VVilliam  Daniel,            -            -            .            . 
Gid.?on  Hopkins,           .            .            .            - 
The  legal  representatives  of  Richard  Harrison, 
MosesLevvis,    .           .            .            .            . 
William  Lewis,            .... 
Joseph  Ford,      ..... 
The  legal  rep's  of  Anthony  Hutchins,  dec'd, 
Benjamin  Farar,            .... 
Benjamin  Farar,  in  right  of  his  wife  Mary,    - 
William  Fairbank,        -           -            -            - 
Benjamin  Farar,  in  right  of  his  wife, 
John  Clark,        ..... 
Waterman  Crane,         -            -            .            . 
Gibson  Clark,    .            -            -           -            . 
The  legal  rep's  of  Narsworthy  Hunter, 
Seth  Lewis,       .            -            .            .            - 
George  Killion,              .... 
David  Gi-eenleaf,          .... 
John  Collins,    .            .           .            .           - 
Richard  Butler,             .            .            .            „ 
Richard  Butler,             .... 
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May            27 
May             4 
June             3 
June            4 
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June          11 
June           17 
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May  -        16 
June           20 
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June             4 
June             7 
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June           11, 
June           12, 
June           12, 
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Jan.  25,  1795. 
May  21,  1791. 
May  16,  1791. 
Sept.  3,  1784. 
Feb.  IS,  1788. 

Feb.  12,  1788. 
March  15,  1789. 
May  30,  1798. 
April  3,1794. 
March  15,1789. 
March  6.  1788. 
March  6,  1789. 
.Sep.  30,  1793. 
March  6,  1789. 
March  23,  1790. 
Jan.  25.  1794. 
March  15,  1788. 
.Jan.   1.  1793. 
Feb.  27,  1789. 
March  10,  1789. 
May  25,  1791. 
April  3,  1790. 
April  8,  1789. 
June  8,  1793. 
.May  29,  1795. 
Jan.  16,  1784. 

Feb.  11,  1773. 
M.iy  5,  1794. 
August  30.  1795. 
Nov.  11,1778. 
Feb.  12,  1788. 
March  23,  1793. 
Jan.  I,  1793. 
March  30,  1795. 
Feb.  16,  1789. 
Jan.  31,  1788. 
June  4,  1791. 
August  14,  1791. 
July  7,  1789. 
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On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 
On  Second  creek,  -            -            .. 
On  Second  creek,  - 

On  the  watets  of  river  Homochitto, 

On  the  waters  of  river  Homochitto, 
On  the  waters  of  river  Homochitto, 
On  the  waters  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
On  the  river  Mississippi,    - 
About  nine  miles  east  from  Natchez, 
On  St.  Catharine's  creek,  - 
On  the  river  Mississippi,     • 
On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 
On  the  river  Mississippi,    - 
(.)n  the  waters  of  Fairchild's  creek, 
On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 
On  the  waters  of  Fairchild's  creek. 
On  the  waters  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 
On  waters  of  St.  Cathar  ne's  creek. 
On  the  waters  of  bayou  Sara, 
(Jn  St.  Catharine's  creek. 
On  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  creek. 
On  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  creek. 
On  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  creek, 
On  St.  Catharine's  creek. 

On  the  river  Mississippi,    - 
On  water.s  of  St.  Catharine's  creek, 
On  the  waters  of  Chile's  creek. 
On  the  waters  of  Fairchild'.s  creek, 
(Jn  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 
On  the  waters  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
On  Sandy  creek,     - 
On  ilie  waters  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
On  the  waters  of  the  bayou  Pierre, 
(Jn  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 
On  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  creek. 
On  waters  of  St.  Catharine's  creek. 
On  the  waters  of  Cole's  creek. 
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Richard  Curtis, 
Sarah  Kenner, 
Rachel  Carter, 
John  Bisland, 
Landon  Davis, 

Martha  Davis, 

Archibald  Palmer, 

William  Brocus, 

Jonas  Scoggin, 

Stephen  .Stephenson,   - 

Alexander  Henderson, 

John  Smith,      -             -             - 

Frederick  Metzo, 

John  Smith,     - 

John  Smith,     - 

John  Stampley, 

■J'homas  Jordan, 

Waterman  Crane, 

Gasper  Sinclair, 

John  Ferguson, 

Eliz.,  Mari.i,  Celeste  Hutchins, 

William  Wicis, 

Samuel  Gibson, 

William  Vousdan, 

William  Vousdan, 

Samuel  Gibson, 

John  Campbell, 
William  B.  Smith,  Sen. 
Helena  Spain, 
Christopher  Guice, 
Everard  Green, 
Matthew  C.  Tierney, 
William  (looper, 
Benjamin  Brashears,  - 
Jesse  Hamilton, 
Jesse  Haiiiiltiiii, 
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Richard  Curtis,            -            -            -            - 

Sarah  Carter,  (late  Kenner,) 

JesseCarter,     ..---- 

William  Bailand,        .... 

Hugh  Davis^    •■            -            -            - 

Tile  legal   represenlatives  of  Martha  Davis, 

deceased,     -            - 
Landon  D  ivis,             .... 
William  Brocus,          -            -      ,      - 
Jonas  Scoggin,               .... 
Stephen  Stephenson,    -            -            -            - 
Ebeiiezer  Rees,            .            -            .            . 
John  Smith,      .            ... 
John  .Smith,      ..... 
John  Smith,      -            .            .            .            . 
John  Smith,      -  ■          -            .            . 
Hugh  Matthews,          -            -'           -            - 
Jesse  WilhSrs,               .... 
Waterman  Crane,        - 
Gasper  Sinclair,           -         ,   - 
David  Gibson,   '           -            - 
Wm.  Brooks,  in  right  of  his  vvife  Elizabeth, 
Wm.  Brooks,  in  right  of  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
Wm.  Brooks,  in  right  of  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
Wm.  Brooks,  in  right  of  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
Win.  Brooks,  in  right  of  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
Wm.  Brooks,  in  right  of  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
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Jonathan  Guice,            -            - 
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Heiij.imiii  Brashears,- 
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June  30,  1795. 
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June  30,  1795. 
Feb.  28,  1795. 
Feb.  27,  1789. 
April  20,  1784 
Jan.  28,  1789. 
Dec.  1,  1794. 
May  29,  1775. 
Feb.  16,  1789. 
May  16,  1791. 
July  23,   1779. 
Feb.  28,  1795. 
Jan.  1,  1793. 
May  10,  1789. 
April  8,  1791. 
August  14, 179 
Sept.  1,  1795. 
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August  6,  1778 
May  26,  1787. 
Jan.  13,  1795. 
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Nov.  20,  1793. 
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Jan.  28,  1789. 
Jan.  10,  1794. 
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Patrick  Foley, 
John  Stampley, 
David  Forman, 
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Margaretta  Forman, 
Frances  Forman, 
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William  Calvit, 
Richard  Harrison, 
Susanna  Spell, 
John  Lum, 
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10th  Congress.]  No.    155.  [2d  Se3sion. 

RELIEF  TO  PURCHASERS,  REDUCTION  OF  THE  PRICE,    AND  REPEAL  OF   THE  CREDIT 
SYSTEM,   IN  THE  SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,    JANUARY  19,  1809. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  a  number  of  petitions  from 
purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  also  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  ol 
reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  of  abolishing  the  credit  upon  the  sales  thereof,  made  the  following 
report: 

The  petitioners  state,  that  they  have  purchased  lands  of  the  United  States,  have  paid  part  of  the  purchase  money, 
and  many  of  them  have  made  valuable  improvements  thereon;  that,  at  the  time  of  making  their  purchases,  they  had  a 
confident  expectation  of  making  payment  on  the  terms  oifered  by  the  United  States,  but  that,  by  the  general  sus- 
pension of  commerce,  and,  in  many  of  the  individual  States,  the  intervention  of  leail  impediments  to  the  recovery 
of  debts,  they  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  fulfilling  their  engagements  with  the  United  States,  as  thereby  they 
Jiave  lost  a  market  for  the  produce  of  their  I'arms,  and  are  unable  to  collect  the  money  due  to  them  in  the  States 
(rem  whence  they  emigrated.    They  pray, 

1st.  That  the  forfeitures  of  interest  which  have  been  incurred,  or  which  may  be  incurred  during  the  existence  of 
the  laws  laying  an  embargo,  may  be  remitted. 

2d.  That  the  time  for  completing  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  on  lands  heretofore  purchased  may  be 
extended.  On  the  first  subject  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  the  committee  would  observe,  that,  by  the  act  passed 
the  10th  of  May,  1800,  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year,  was  charged  on  the  three  last  instalments  from 
the  date  of  the  purchase,  the  interest  thereby  virtually  making  a  part  of  the  purchase  money.  The  provision  of  the 
act  is  as  follows:  "  Interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year  from  the  day  of  sale,  shall  be  charged  on  the  three 
last  payments,  payable  as  they  respectively  become  due."  Under  the  operation  of  this  provision,  it  did  appear  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  inducement  afforded  by  the  law  to  individuals  to  make  punctual  payment  of  their  instal- 
ments when  they  became  due;  and  to  remedy  the  evil,  as  the  committee  believe,  it  was  enacted  by  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion of  an  act  passed  the  26th  of  March,  1804,  "That  no  interest  shall  be  charged  on  any  instalment  which  may 
hereafter  become  due:  Provided,  That  such  instalment  shall  be  paid  on  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall  become  due; 
but  the  interest  shall  be  charged  and  be  demanded,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  heretofore  in  force,  from  the 
date  of  the  purchase,  on  each  instalment,  which  shall  not  be  paid  on  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall  become  due." 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  improper  to  remit  the  forfeitures  of  interest  which  have  been  incurred 
under  the  above-recited  provisions,  as  thereby  delinquent  purchasers  would  be  placed  on  an  equal  or  in  a  better 
situation  than  those  purchasers  who  have  made  punctual  payment  of  their  instalments;  and  to  dispense  with  the  for- 
feitures of  interest  in  future,  would  be  to  withdraw  the  principal  inducement  from  the  purchasers  to  make  payment 
of  their  instalments  when  they  shall  become  due. 

3d.  In  considering  the  statement  made  by  the  petitioners  in  support  of  their  claim  to  an  extension  of  time 
for  completing  their  payments  on  lands  heretofore  purchased,  the  committee  are  impressed  with  the  opinion,  that, 
unless  relief  is  afforded,  numerous  instances  will  occur  of  failure  in  individuals  to  complete  their  payments  within 
the  term  prescribed  by  law.  This  opinion  is  supported  by  circumstances  of  general  notoriety.  In  several  of  the 
States  laws  have  been  passed  restricting  the  usual  means  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  by  which  the  collection  of  money 
is  rendered  difficult,  and  a  speedy  recovery  impracticable;  nor  can  money  be  obtained  with  much  greater  facility 
where  such  restrictions  have  not  been  adopted;  for,  with  the  suspension  of  foreign  commerce,  has  ceased  that  demand 
for  domestic  produce,  and  that  exchange  of  produce  for  specie,  so  necessary  to  produce  a  general  circulation  of  it, 
that  whilst  a  redundant  moneyed  capital  has  accumulated  in  the  commercial  towns  and  cities,  its  circulation  is  pro- 
portionally diminished  in  the  interior  and  remote  parts  of  the  country. 

From  the  statement  (C)  annexed  to  the  last  financial  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  that,  on 
the  1st  of  October  last,  the  total  balance  due  by  individuals  for  lands  purchased  of  the  United  States  was 
$2,041,673  OOJ,  of  which  sum  $586,817  05^  remained  due  from  the  last  year,  and  $651,778  02|  becoming  due  in 
the  present  year  on  preceding  sales,  the  sums  remaining  due  from  the  last,  and  becoming  due  in  the  present  year, 
form  an  aggregate  of  $1,238,595  67 J.  From  these  considerations  and  facts  results  the  opinion  that  numerous  cases 
of  delinquency  will  occur.  In  case  a  tract  of  land  be  not  completely  paid  for  within  five  years  from  the  date  of  the 
purchase,  it  is  to  be  sold  at  pubRc  vendue,  by  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  for  a  price  not  less  than  the  whole 
arrears  due  thereon,  with  the  expenses  of  sale;  the  surplus,  if  any,  is  to  be  returned  to  the  purchaser:  but  if  the  sum 
due,  with  interest,  be  not  bidden  and  paid,  the  land  is  to  revert  to  the  United  States,  and  all  moneys  paid  for  the 
land  are  forfeited.  The  delinquencies  that  take  place  under  the  existing  laws  are  evidently  produced  by  the 
inability  of  the  purchasers  to  make  punctual  payment;  the  forfeiture  of  interest  on  the  three  last  instalments  charged 
for  the  five  years,  would  average  fifteen  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  time  the  instalments  become  due,  until  the 
period  when  the  land  would  be  sold,  or  would  revert  to  the  United  States  on  account  of  non-payment.  The  pur- 
chaser could  not  employ  the  money  so  as  to  replace  such  forfeiture;  hence,  by  enforcing  the  law,  the  receipts  from 
individuals  would  not  be  much  increased,  but  the  lands  of  a  gieat  number  of  inhabitants,  encumbered  with  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  purchaser,  would  levert  to  the  United  States,  or  a  great  quantity  of  improved  lands  offered  at  public 
vendue  for  the  arrears  due  by  delinquent  purchasers  (in  most  instances  at  a  price  less  than  that  charged  on  the  pub- 
lic lands)  might  give  employment  to  a  capital  not  possessed  by  the  agricultural  class  of  our  citizens,  and  thereby 
encourage  speculaticm,  and  produce  a  state  of  things  unfavorable  to  the  improvement  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 
From  a  full  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  a  conditioned  extension  of  time  lor 
making  payment  on  lands  heretofore  purchased. 

As  to  the  abolition  of  the  credit  upon  the  sales,  and  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  there  are  con  ■ 
siderations  which  seem  strongly  to  recommend  such  a  modification  of  the  present  system. 

1st.  By  the  abolition  of  the  credit,  the  interest  of  every  subsequent  purchase  will  at  once  become  identified 
with  that  of  the  Government;  whereas,  under  the  present  system,  as  long  as  a  purchaser  continues  indebted  to  the 
United  States,  he  holds  an  interest  to  the  amount  of  what  he  may  owe  adverse  to  that  of  the  Government. 

It  is  not  conceived  to  be  sound  policy  to  pursue  a  system  which  may  thus  give  to  any  portion  of  tiie  community 
an  interest  inimical  to  the  Government,  and  which  may  tend  to  weaken  their  attachment  to  the  Union. 

2dly.  The  abolition  of  the  ciedit  would  facilitate  the  collection  of  the  money  proceeding  liom  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands.  The  demand  for  lands  has  been  heretofore,  in  some  measure,  supplied  by  the  vacant  lands  held  by 
States  or  individuals,  and  which  have  been  sold  at  a  lower  price  than  those  of  the  United  States;  but,  as  the  quan- 
tity of  vacant  lands  held  by  States  or  individuals  has  greatly  diminished,  and,  in  a  few  years  more,  will  become 
entirely  exhausted,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  demand  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States  will  increase 
to  such  a  degree  that  the  mnjority  of  the  people,  in  some  considerable  sections  of  the  country,  may  become  at  the 
same  time  indebted  to  the  Government.  This  would  render  the  collection  of  the  money  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
utterly  impracticable. 

3dly.  The  abolition  of  the  credit  will  destroy  every  occasion  of  future  applications  for  indulgences,  which,  under 
the  operation  of  the  present  system,  will,  in  all  probability,  be  repeatedly  made;  and  it  will  consequently  herealto'- 
preclude  that  necessity  of  legislative  interposition  upon  the  subject. 

4thly.  It  will  prevent  that  piivate  distress  which  men,  seduced  by  the  temptation  which  the  credit  holds  out  to 
them,  bring  upon  themselves,  by  extending  their  purchases  beyond  their  means  of  payment;  and  those  sources  of 
115  p 
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discontent  and  disquietude  which  will  unavoidably  result  from  the  measures  necessary  to  enforce  the  payment,  in 
cases  of  failure,  will  be,  by  the  contemplated  change,  removed. 

As  to  the  reduction  of  the  price,  it  seems  naturally  to  result  from  the  abolition  of  the  credit. 

It  is  believed  that  the  price  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  is  considerably  higher  than  that  at  which  the  States 
have  sold  their  vacant  lands;  and  it  is  not  thought  that  a  moderate  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would 
diminish  the  revenue  derived  from  that  source,  or  that  it  would  encourage  speculation;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it 
might  enable  every  honest,  industrious  man,  though  poor,  to  purchase. 

The  policy  of  extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  payments  on  preceding  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
that  of  abolishing  the  credit  on  sales  hereafter  to  be  made,  having  a  mutual  dependence,  the  committee  have  sup- 
posed it  advisable  to  include  these  two  subjects  in  the  same  report;  and,  under  this  impression,  have  determined  to 
ask  leave  of  the  House  to  report  a  bill  to  embrace  these  two  subjects,  which  they  herewith  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House. 


Treasury  Department,  December  29,  1808. 
Sir:  . 

The  statement  (C*)  annexed  to  the  annual  financial  report  of  this  year  contains  all  the  official  information  of 
this  Department  respecting  the  sums  due  by  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  arid  connected  with  their  petitions  for 
an  extension  of  credit  on  those  purchases. 

That  such  extension  will,  to  a  certain  degree,  affect  the  revenue,  cannot  be  doubted;  and  you  are  perfectly  aware 
of  the  necessity  under  which  the  United  States  now  are  of  availing  themselves  of  all  their  resources.  Yet  as,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  portion  of  the  money  which  would,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
former  purchases,  would,  if  the  time  shall  be  extended,  be  paid  for  new  purchases,  the  actual  receipts  may  not  be 
materially  diminished,  and  the  danger  of  an  increasing  balance  due  by  individuals  be  avoided;  provided  that  the 
two  following  provisions  be  made  part  of  the  system: 

1.  That  the  extension  of  credit,  instead  of  being  absolute,  be  conditioned  on  partial  annual  payments.  Thus,  sup- 
posing that  two  additional  years  of  credit  be  given  to  former  purchasers,  let  it  be  on  the  express  condition  of  their 
paying,  before  the  time  when  the  land  would  become  liable  to  be  sold  for  non-payment  of  the  balance  due,  one-third 
part  of  such  balance,  and  the  other  two-thirds  in  two  equal  annual  payments:  the  land  to  be  liable  to  be  sold  in  case 
of  failure  in  paying  either  instalment. 

2.  Let  credits  be  altogether  abolished  in  all  future  sales,  reducing,  in  consideration  thereof,  the  price  of  lands  to 
one  dollar  and  a  half  or  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre;  fixing  the  price  low  enough  to  enable  every  industrious 
actual  settler  to  become  a  purchaser,  and  leaving  it  sufficiently  high  to  prevent  land  monopolies.  1  have,  on  several 
former  occasions,  expressed  my  decided  approbation  of  that  plan.  It  is  important,  if  practicable,  that  the  body  of  the 
people  slrould  not,  in  any  quarter  of  the  Union,  be  debtors  of  the  General  Government.  It  will,  generally  speaking, 
be  more  advantageous  for  the  new  settlers  to  purchase  only  what  they  can  at  the  time  pay  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Land  Committee. 
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communicated  to  the  senate,  FEBRUARY  13,  1809. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States:^ 

The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  and  county  of  Pointe  Coupee,  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  most 
respectfully  and  humbly  showeth:  That,  from  time  immemorial,  until  about  thirty  years  from  this  period,  a  quantity 
of  land  situate  on  the  Great  Bayou,  and  Bayou  Maringouin,  in  the  said  parish,  has  been  annually  inundated,  and  un- 
suitable for  cultivation;  that  the  said  inhabitants  did,  at  great  trouble  and  expense,  levee  the  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  whereby  they  have  rendered  the  said  lands  suitable  and  fit  for  pastures  and  cultivation;  that,  attlie  time 
the  said  lands  were  subject  to  be  inundated,  and  before  the  making  or  erecting  the  said  levee,  several  of  the  in- 
habitants owned,  and  yet  do  own,  small  tracts  of  land  adjacent  to  the  said  lands,  reclaimed  by  their  labor  and  indus- 
try, &c.  each  of  which  is  not  of  a  quantity  or  extent  sufficient  for  cultivation  to  support  a  family;  that,  at  the  period 
when  the  said  inhabitants  put  themselves  to  the  trouble  and  expense  to  prevent  the  said  lands  from  future  inunda- 
tions, and  to  render  them  fit  for  cultivation,  they  then,  and  ever  since  that  time,  hoped  that  Government  would 
grant  unto  them  the  said  lands  as  a  compensation  or  an  indemnification  for  their  expenses  and  trouble,  and  as  an 
appendage  to  their  small  tracts  of  land  adjoining  the  lands. formerly  inundated;  that,  in  full  faith  and  confidence 
that  the  Government  would  rewani  their  care  and  industry,  thus  exerted  and  rendered  for  the  general  benefit  of 
the  public,  they  have,  for  the  said  thirty  years,  kept  the  said  levee  in  repair.  The  quantity  of  land  thus  rescued  from 
inundation,  and  made  valuable  by  the  industry,  care,  and  expense  of  the  said  inhabitants,  will,  if  divided  between 
the  claimants,  give  to  each  of  them  but  a  small  portion  or  dividend;  and  although  the  share  of  each  claimant  will 
be  small,  yet  that  addition  will  be  of  great  importance  to  the  proprietors  of  small  tracts,  and  will  render  their 
scanty  pittance  sufficiently  large  to  support  their  families  by  cultivation,  &c. 

Your  memorialists  being  warmly  attached  to  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  by  princi- 
ple, duty,  inclination,  and  interest,  and  in  full  confidence  that  their  just  claim  to  the  said  lands  will  be  ratified  by 
the  United  States  in  Congress  convened: 

Therefore,  your  memorialists  pray  that  the  said  lands  may  be  secured  unto  them  by  a  law  of  Congress,  to  be 
passed  or  enacted  for  that  purpose,  either  granting  to  your  memorialists  the  said  lands  as  a  donation  or  compens.ition 
for  the  industry,  care,  and  expense  they  have  been  at  in  rendering  the  said  lands  suitable  for  cultivation;  or,  that  the 
honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  will  grant  to  the  said  inhabitants  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
the  said  land;  setting  the  price  per  acre  to  a  low  and  reasonable  rate,  &c. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

J.  BOYDROS,  and  others. 
*  See  Finances,  vol.  2,  page  313. 
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MILITARY    BOUNTY    LAND    WARRANTS   FRAUDULENTLY   OBTAINED. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,    FEBRUARY   27,    1809. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  several  petitions  of 
Job  Sheldon,  William  Irwin,  and  Richard  Long,  made  the  following  report: 

The  petitioners  state  that  they  were  soldiers  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and,  in  consequence  of  their  services,  entitled 
to  military  bounty  lands,  out  of  which  they  have  been  defrauded;  land  warrants  having  issued  to  satisfy  them  for  their 
services  before  they  made  application,  without  their  knowledge,  and  to  persons  not  authorized  to  receive  them. 

The  petitioners  pray  that  an  inquiry  may  be  instituted  in  order  to  devise  a  mode  of  relief. 

The  committee  cannot  doubt  but  that,  in  some  instances,  the  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war  have  been  defrauded 
out  of  their  bounty  lands.  But  they  believe  that  it  is  now  as  difficult  to  provide  a  safe  remedy  for  such  wrongs,  as  it  was 
formerly  to  adopt  regulations  entwely  to  prevent  them;  had  a  degree  of  evidence  been  required  by  law  to  be  pro- 
duced by  persons  claiming  bounty  lands,  so  as  entirely  to  have  prevented  impositions,  the  effect  must  have  been  to 
render  it  difficult,  and,  in  some  instances,  impracticable,  for  persons  rightfully  entitled  to  have  substantiated  their 
claims.  It  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  regulations  on  the  subject  were  insufficient  or  defective,  or 
that  the  Government  are  accountable  for  the  frauds  that  may  have  been  committed. 

The  committee  are  informed  that  numerous  applications  are  made  at  the  War  Office  for  land  warrants  on  claims 
which  it  appears  by  the  records  have  been  already  satisfied.  To  authorize  a  second  warrant  to  be  issued  whenever  it  is 
alleged  by  the  original  claimant  that  the  first  had  not  issued  by  his  order,  or  to  his  assignee,  would  be  to  sanction  the 
principle  that  the  public  record  is  not  conclusive  evidence;  the  admission  of  which  principle  would  expose  the 
public  to  extensive  impositions.  Nor  do  the  committee  believe  a  legislative  provision  necessary  to  afford  a  remedy  in 
the  cases  stated  by  the  petitioners,  inasmuch  as  the  military  land  warrants  are  designated  by  numbers;  they  can 
ascertain  the  number  of  the  warrants  issued  on  their  respective  claims,  the  person  to  whom  issued,  and  the  lots  on 
which  they  have  been  located,  and,  by  resorting  to  a,  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  obtain  full  and  complete  relief 
against  the  fraud  practised  upon  them.  From  the  foregoing  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  respectfully  submit 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedy    That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  several  petitions. 
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609,  611,  626,  629,  636,  859 
Claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  west 

of  Pearl  river,  grounded  on  British  patents,      -       859 
Great  Run — Inhabitants  of,  petition  for  land,        -  -         20 

Green  river — Lands  to  Virginia  troops  on,  -  -  5 

Green  county — Grants  located  in,  -  -  -         24 

Green,  Major  General — Grant  to,  -  -  -        24 

Green,  Joseph — Report  on  petition  of,  refugee,    -  -  28,  31 

Greenleaf,  James — Trustees  of,  title  to  2,500,000  acres,       139 
Grenada — Boundary  of  the  Government  of,         -  -         36 

Griffin,  Peter — Petition  of,  as  claimant  under  Georgia  grants,  587 
Grisivold,  tStantey — Land  commissioner  in  the  district  of 

Detroit;  reports,  -  -  -  305,  592 

Gros  Isle — Description  of  settlements  on,  -  -       191 

Gros  Point — Description  of  settlements  from  Detroit  to,       192 

Gunn,  James- — Claim  under  a  law  of  Georgia,  by,  -  34,  71 

See  report  on  Georgia  claims,       -  -  132,  149 

H. 

Haggin,  John — Claim  under  John  Cleves  Symmes,  of    -       112 
Hampton,  Wade — Claim  under  a  law  of  Georgia,  by,      -  34,  71 
See  report  on  Georgia  claims,       -  -  132,  149 

Explanatory   narrative    respecting    the   Virginia 

Yazoo  Company,  by,     -  -  -  -       197 

Harding,  Seth — Special  report  on  claim  of,  -  92,  106 

Hawkins  county — Grants  located  in,         -  -  -        24 

Hazen,  Brigadier  General — Memorial  of,  and  resolutions 

thereon,  -  -  -  -  -  29,  31 

r 

24 


Henderson,  William — Grant  of  100,000  acres  of  land  to, 

Henderson,  Richard — Grant  of  200,000  acres  to,  - 

Hill,  William,  and  others — Claim  on  land  ceded  by  North 

Carolina,  .....       102 

Hog  inland — Description  of  settlements  on,  -  -       191 

//oL-ton— Treaty  of,  July  2,  1791,  -  -       23,  33,  124 

Hoover,  John,  and  others — Application  for  the  sale  of  the 

reserved  lands  in  Ohio,  by,        ...      304 
/fo/jewe/^-Treaties  of,  1785  and  1786,    .  -       23,  33,  123 

Huger,   Isaac — Representatives  of,   as  members  of  the 

South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  .  165,178 

Hull,  nilliam — Claim  to  land  ceded  by  Georgia,  of,        -       159 
Hull,  William — Governor  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  re- 
port on  land  titles  of      -  -  -  -       247 

Hunt,  Memucan,  and  others — Claims  on  lands  ceded  by 

North  CaroUna,  of,        -  .  -  123,  179 

Hunt,  Thomas — Petition  of,  as  claimant  under  Georgia 
grants,    ...... 

Huron — Description  of  settlements  on  river. 


587 
191 


Illinois — Proceedings  under  resolution  of  Congi-ess  of 
August  29,    1788,    relating   to   donations  and 
claims  in,  -  -  -  -    9,  17,  18,  84 

Introduction  of  slavery  asked  by  inhabitants  of,    -         68 

Grants  to  settlers  in  the  Illinois  country,  9,  84,  90 

Illinois  Company — Claims  of  the,  -  -  24,301 

Memorials  of  the,  and   reports   thereon,     27,  72,  74, 

160,  189 
Indiana  Territory — Frauds  by  land  jobbers  in  the,  -       122 

Suspension  of  6th  article  of  compact  with  the 

United  States,  proposed  by  the  people  of,         -       160 
Provision  for  schools,  land  claims,  and  pre-emp- 
tion rights,  in  the,  &.c.  Sec.         -  -  -       160 
Inhabitants  of  Wayne  county,  petition  for  lands,  -       214 
Inhabitants  of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair  counties, 

petition  for  lands,  ....       256 

Pre-emption  rights  prayed  for  by  settlers  in,        -       261 
Extension  of  credit  asked  by  purchasers  of  lands 

in,  -  -  -  -  -  -       284 

Land  claims  in  district  of  Vincennes,  9,  11,  17,  32,  84, 
90,  263,  285,  288,  289,  290, 
301,  558,  559,  568,  573,  574 
For  alphabetical  list  of  claimants  to  lands,  see  Vincennes. 
Indians — Grants  by,  to  inhabitants  of  Vincennes,  -         32 

Grant  by,  to  Isaac  Zane,  confirmed,  -  93,  121 

Permit  to  George  Ash  to  accept  of  a  grant  from 
the   Shawandie  and   Delawares;    and    reports 
thereon,  -  -  -  -  122,  257, 584 

Relinquishment  of  lands  on  the  Mississippi  and 

Mobile  rivers,  by  the,     -  - 

Grant  to  George  Rogers  Clark,  by  the  Pianke- 
shaws;  not  confirmed,  -  -  -  - 

Instructions — To  land  officers,     -  -  -  - 

Erroneous,    relating   to    allowance    of   discount 
for  prompt  payment,     -  -  -  - 


135 


247 
124 


258 
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911 


162 


Irwin,  William — Prays  relief  in  case  of  his  warrant  for 
bounty  lands  having'  been  fraudulently  obtained 
by  another  person  ^  report  adverse, 

J. 

Jardins,  Frangoia  des — Report  on  petition  of  the  widow 

of,  refugee,        -  .  .  .  . 

Jefferson  college — Lots  in  tlie  city  of  Natchez  for  the  use 

of,  -----  - 

Reports  on  memorial  of  trustees  of,  -  219,259 

Jenkins,  John — Claim  to  land  in  Luzerne  county,  of,       -         79 
Joncaire,  Frangois  C.  andot/ters — Claims  to  landsinWayne 

county,  Indiana,  -  -  .  .       214 

Jones,  Valentine — Attorneys  of,  title  to  land  vvitliin  the 

Georgia  Company's  purchase,  -  -  134,  139 

Jones,  Michael — Land  commissioner  at  Kaskaskia;  reports 

from,      -  -  -  -  .  .  285,  591 

Joueti,  C. — Report  on  lands  and  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of 

....       190 


Detroit,  by, 


K. 


18,  21 


18,  21,  285,  590 
24 


263 
285 


Kahokia — Land  claims  of  inhabitants  of,  - 

Donation  lands  to  inhabitants  of,   - 

Kdskaskias — Land  claims  of  inhabitants  of. 

Reservations  to  settlers  of,  -  .  . 

Donation  lands  to  inhabitants  of,  . 
Extension  of  time  for  notices  of  land  claims  at. 
Increase  of  compensation  to  commissioners  at,     - 
Reports  of  commissioners  on  land  claims  in  the 

district  of,  ;  -  -  -  285,  590 

Claimants  to  land  in  the  district  of — 
Ash.  John,        -  -  -  -  -      592 

Ambertson,  Johnson,     -  -         .    -  -      592 

Biggs,  W.  -  -  -  -  .       591 

Beleau,  Angelique,       ....      591 

Edgar,  J.  -  .  -  .  -       591 

Fisher,  George,  -  -  -'  -      591 

Harnish,  L.        -  -  ■  -  -       592 

•Jones,  J.  R.        -  -  -  -  -      591 

Jarrot,  Nicholae,  ....      592 

Morrison,  W.     .....       591 

Menard,   Pierre,  -  -  -  -      591 

Morrison,  R.      -  -  -  -  -      591 

Mcintosh,  William,        -  -  -  -      591 

Messenger,  J.    -  -  -  -  -       591 

Reynolds,  Robert,  -  -  .  591,  592 

Whitesides,  William,     -  -  -  -       592 

Kentucky  river — Sale  of  lands  authorized  above  the, '       -       182 
Kirhy,  Ephraim — Appointed  commissioner  for  settling 

land  claims  east  of  Pearl  river,  -  -  -       645 

Kitchell,  .Asffi — Report  on  petition  of,  relative  to  erroneous 
allowance  of  discount,    -  .  -  . 


Lake  Sinclair-, — Description  of  settlements  on,      -  -       192 

Lands — Virginia  military  bounty,  -  5,  17,  22,  25,  80 

Surveys  of,  southeast  and  northwest  of  the  Ohio,    5,  81 

Warrants  issued  for  same,  -  -  -  7 

Cession  of,  by  Virginia,     -  -  .  .  5 

Do.         by  New  York,  -  -  -  7 

Do.         by  Massachusetts,        -  -  -  7 

Do.         by  North  Carolina,      -  -    22,  102,  108 

Do.         by  Connecticut,  -  -  -         94 

Do.         by  Georgia,     -  -  -  100,  125 

Plan  for  disposing  of  the. 

Purchasers  to  pay  expense  of  surveys  of  the,        -  9 

Patents  for,  how  to  be  issued  and  sijined,  -  9 

Limitation  of  fees  for  surveys  of,  and  patents  for,  9 

Claims  for,  by  inhabitants  of  Vincennes,    -  -         10 

Surveys  of  donation  lands  at  Vincennes,  -  -         11 

See  Vincennes. 
Reports  on  claims  in  Northwest  Territory  for,  16,  18,  70 
Grants  to  individuals  by  North  Carolina,  -  .        23 

Disposable  by  the  Uniled  States,  .  -  -        25 

Claims  on  North  Carolina  cession  of,  22,  23,  30,  33,  78, 
102,  123,  180 
Appropriation  to  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova 

Scotia,  of,  -  -  -  -  -        31 

Claims  under  a  law  of  Georgia,  to,  -  -  34,  71 

Grants  bv  Governor  Boone,  of  South  Carolina,  to 

settlers  of  lands  south  of  the  Altamaha,  34,  35,  51,  57 
Inhabitants  of  Northwest  Territoiy  petition  for  an 

exchange  of  donation  lands,       -  -  -        68 

Claims  prior  to  the  revolution,  to,  -  70,  165 

Applications   for  purchases   at   reduced   prices. 


of. 


h- 


claims  on  military  bounty. 

Extension  of  credit  on  sale  of. 

Claims  under  John  Cleves  Symmes,  to. 

Claims  in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania, 

Progress  of  surveys  of,  northwest  of  the  Ohio, 

Sales  of,  progress  in 


71,  80,  82 

80,  597 

74 

77,  104 

79 

81 

82,  93,  108 


Grants  to  settlers  in  Vincennes  and  Illinois,  of,     -  84,  90 
Claims  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  -    99,  125,  132 

Enumeration  of  various  species  of  titles  in  tlie 

Mississippi  Territory,  to,  -  -  101,  111 

116  p 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 


Lands — Retrocession  asked  by  settlers  on  lands  ceded  by 

South  Carolina,  .  -  -  .       1Q3 

Provision  for  sales  of,  in  Tennessee,  -  -       108 

Claims  of  Georgia  for,       -  -       125,132,159,162 

Do.        South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company  to,   133,  165, 

178,  197 
Virginia  Yazoo  Company  to,  133, 172,  178,  197 
Tennessee  Company  to,  -  -  133,  252 

Georgia  Company  to,      -  -  133,  252 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company  to,  133,  252 

Upper  Mississippi  Company  to,  .  133,  252 

Purchase  by  New  England  Mississippi  Company, 

of,  -  -  -  .  .  134,  252 

Claims  under  the  British  Government  to,   132,  135,  161, 

264,  268,  280,  289,  596,  601 

under  the  Spanish  Government  to,  132,  135,  161, 

184,  185,  188,  250,  259,  596,  601 

under  the  Bourbon  act  to,  -  132,  136 

under  the  French  Government  to,  132,  136 

Do.     on  cession  bv  Georgia  of,    159,   161,   162,  184, 

187,  203,  209,  215,  252,  587 

Do.     by  inhabitants  of  Mississippi  to,      -  161,  162,  184 

Revision  of  laws  respecting  the  sale  of,     -  -       162 

Claims  of  Tennessee  to  unappropriated,   -  162,  179 

Amendments  suggested  to  the  laws  relating  to  the 

surveys  and  sales  of  the  public,  -  -       163 

Reports  of  committee  and  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  same,  -  -  .  182,  187,  193 
Sales  authorized  of,  north  of  the  Ohio  river;  reser. 
vations  in  Steubenville  district,  above  Kentucky 
river,  and  on  the  Wabash,         .             .  .       182 
Sales  of,  authorized  in  half  and  quarter  sections,       182 
Claims  to,  in  Mississippi,  99,  125,  132, 184,  203,  209,  215, 

252 
Claims  on  Tombigbee  river,  of,    -  -  -       184 

Claims  in  and  near  to  Natchez,  to,  162, 185, 194,  219,  259 
Fraudulent  grants  and  sales  in  Louisiana  and  West 

Florida,  of,         -  -  .  -  187,  188,  193 

Claims  of  Illinois  and  Wabash  Companies,  to,  24,  27,  72, 

74,  160,  189 
Sales  of,  south  of  Tennessee,         -  .  -       187 

Description  of,  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit,  .       190 

Claims  under  the  Georgia  Company,  to,  -  203,  215,  252 
Claims  under  the  Tennessee  Company,  to,  203,  252 

Claims  under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  to,  209, 

215,  252 
Further  time  allowed  for  registering  titles  to  lands 

south  of  Tennessee,  derived  from  Georgia,  -  211 
Claims  of  the  U.  States  to  lands  in  Tennessee,  211,  584 
Acts  of  North  Carolina  relating  to  same,  •  -       211 

Claims  under  French  Government,  at  Detroit,  to 

lands  in  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  -  -       214 

Claims   under   the  Upper   Mississippi  Company, 

to, 215,  252 

Evidences  of  titles  derived  from  Georgia,  under 

any  act  or  pretended  act  of  1789  and  1795,  to,  219 
Titles  and  claims  in  the  Michigan  Territory,  to,  247,  263, 

305,  592 
Titles  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to,       -  -       250 

Petitions  from  inhabitants  of  Indiana,  for,  214,  256 

Application  from  Indian  children  of  John  Ward, 
for  Ohio,  .  -  -  .  . 

Claim  under  company  of  Military  Adventurers,  to. 
Appropriations  recommended  for  public  schools 

in  the  Orleans  Territory,  of,      - 
Do.   in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  ... 
Extension  of  credit  asked  by  purchasers  of. 
Expediency  of  abolishing  credit  on. 
Balances  due  from  purchasers  of. 
Application  for,  on  terms  different  from  those  es- 
tablished by  law,  -  -  -  -       288 
Claims  in  the  districts  of  Vincennes  and  Kaskas- 

kia,  to,  -  -       1 1,  85,  285,  288,  558,  590 

Cl^ms  under  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great 

Britain,  of  1763,  to,        -  -  -  -       583 

Quantity  and  quality  in  Orleans  Territory,  of,      -       586 
Alterations  proposed  for  Orleans  Territory,  in  the 

surveys  of,  -  -  -  -  -       587 

Claims  of  certain  British  subjects  to  lands  in  the 

Mississippi  Territory,     ...  594,  598 

Pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  in  the  Mississippi 

Territory,  to,     -  -  -  -  597,  598 

Extension  of  time  for  making  first  payment  on 

pre-emption  rights  in  Mississippi,  to,    -  597,  598 

Claims  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to,      -  598,  859 

Belief  to  purchasers  of,     -  -  -  -       909 

Reduction  of  the  price  of,  -  -  -       909 

Inhabitants  of  Orleans  Territory  ask  donation  of 
reclaimed,  .  -  .  .  - 

Land  offices — Establishment  of,  proposed, 

Establishment  of  a  land  office  in  Tennessee, 
Instructions  to  officers  at,  -  -  - 

Do.  erroneous,      .... 

Land  system — Organization  of,  proposed, 
Lawrence,  William — Report  on  petition  of, 
Lead  mines — Description  of  the  number,  extent,  &c.  of 
the  Upper  Louisiana,     .  .  -  - 


256 

257 


259 
-  262 
284,  909 
286,  909 
286,  909 
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109 
124 
258 
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Le  Favre,  N. — Claim  to  lands  ceded  by  Georgia,  of, 


Livingston,  B.  W. — Pelition  of,  as  claimant  under  Geor 

g'ia  grants,  _  _  -  _  -       567 

Long,  iVi'cAo/as— Claim  undei-  a  law  of  Georgia,  bj-,        -^34,  71 

See  report  on  Georgia  claims,       -  -  132,  149  | 

Long,  Richard — Keport  on  petition  setting  forth  that  his  1 

warrant  for  bounty  lands  has  been  fraudulently 
obtained  by  another  person;  adverse,    -  -      911 

Louisiana — Fraudulent  grants  and  sales  in,  -  187,193 

Description  of  the  number,  extent,  situation,  po- 
pulation, &.C.  of  the  lead  mines  in  Upper,         -       206 
Land  titles,  culture  of  sugar,  and  public  schools, 

in, -       250 

Appi'opriation  of  lands  recommended  for  public 

schools  in,  -  -  -  -  -       258 

Quantity  and  quality  of  lands  in,  -  -  -       586 

Alteration  proposed  in  surveying  lands  in,  -       587 

Ludhw,  G. — Petition  of,  as  claimant  under  Georgia  grants,  587 

Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania — Claims  to  land  in,  -         79 

M. 

McAllister,  Matthew — Claim  under  a  law  of  Georgia,  by,  34,  71 
See  report  on  Georgia  claims,       -  -  132,149 

McCashen,  James — Claim  under  John  Cleves  Symmes, 

of,         -  -  -        .  -  -  r      "2 

Macomb,  JUexander — Petition  of,  as  claimant  under  Geor- 
gia grants,  -  -  -  -        .     -       587 

Maker,  Matthias — Claim  under  a  law  of  Georgia,  by,      -  34,  71 

See  report  on  Georgia  claims,       -  -  132,  149 

Marietta — Expediency  of  establishing  a  printing  press  at,         19 

Limit  of  compensation  of  register  and  receiver  at,       182 

Instalments  due  for  land  in  1801  at, 

Martin,  Alexander — Grant  to,       - 

Maryland — Within  the  limits  of  the  first  colony  of  Vir- 
ginia,     ------ 

Massachusetts — Cession  of  lands  to  Congress,  by, 

Boundary  of  do.     -  -  -  -  - 

Grant  of  lands  and  cliarter  to,        - 
Report  on  claims  of  citizens  of,  purchasers  under 
the  Georgia  Company,  -  -  -  - 

Mason's  and  Dixon's  line — Extension  of. 
Memorials  and  petitions — 

Ailes,  Amos,  etals.,  for  lands  in  Northwest  Terri- 
tory,      ------ 

Arnold,  Jonathan,  land  ceded  by  Georgia, 
Ash,  George,  an  Indian  grant,      -  -  122,  257,  584 

Aublnlere,  G.  et  als.,  for  land,      -  -  -        20 

Beach,  Nathan,  land  in  Luzerne  county,  - 
Biggs,  William,  military  bountj"  lands, 
Bindon,  Joseph,  refugee,  lands,    - 
Blake,  John,  do.         do.      -  -  - 

Bledsoe,  Anthony,  grant  of  lands, 
Bleecker,  Leonard,  Georgia  grants, 
Boardman,  Daniel,  Georgia  grants, 
Boydros,  J.  et  als.,  unclaimed  lands  in  Orleans 
Territory,  .  -  .  -  - 

Bradley,  Abraham,  jr.,  land  in  Luzerne  county,  - 
Bruce,  William,  erroneous  allowance  of  discount. 
Burling,  Thomas,  et  als.,  land  in  Mississippi, 
Catlin,  Putnam,  land  in  Luzerne  county,  - 
Champlin,  John  F.,  Georgia  grants, 
Chester,  Simeon,  refugee,  lands,  -  -  - 

'^       ~ —   Clarke,  George  Rogers,  an  Indian  grant. 

Cohos,  inhabitants  of,  for  land,     -  -  - 

CoUler,  John,  et  als.,  land  in  Mississippi,  - 

Constable,  William,  Georgia  grants. 

Cowan,  William,  for  Virginia  Yazoo  Company,    - 

Cox,  Zacharlah,  land  ceded  by  Georgia,  - 

Gumming,  Thomas,  do. 

Dexter,  Samuel,  do.  ■ 

Dick,  Samuel,  erroneous  allowance  of  discount,  - 

Dillon,  Thomas,  lands  ceded  by  North  Carolina, 
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79 
597 
28 
28 
23 
587 
587 

910 
79  I 

258 
99 
79 

-  587 

-  28,  31 
24,  247 

20 
99 

-  587 

-  172 

-  34,  71 

-  34,  71 

-  159 

-  258 
180 

Dobbynn,    Hannibal   William,    lands  at  reduced 

prices, 71,  82 

Donation  lands,  applications  for,  -    68,  69,  84,  181,  289 
Dunbar,   William,   land   adjoining  Natchez,    185,  194, 

219,  259 
Dunmore,  Lord,  et  als.,  members  of  the  Wabash 

Company,  -  -  24,  27,  72,  74,  160,  189 

Edgar,  John,  et  als.,  introduction  of  slavery,  ex- 
change of  lands,  -  -  -  -  68 
Ellyson,  John,  land  at  reduced  prices,  -  -  82 
Enos,  Roger,  land  in  West  Florida,  -  -  257 
Faulkner,  Thomas,  refugee,  lands,  -  -  28,  31 
Faulkner,  Edward,  refugee,  lands,  -  -  28,  31 
Florida,  West,  claims  to  lands  in,  •  257,  594 
Fowler,  Alexander,  claim  prior  to  the  revolution,  70 
Franklin,  John,  lands  in  Luzerne  county,  -  79 
Frazier,  Samuel,  bounty  land  warrant,  -  -  127 
French  Broad  river,  retrocession  of  lands  on,  -  103 
Galliopolis,  settlers  at,  French  concessions,  -  29 
Garnet,  J.imes,  executor  of  J.  Mercier,  pre-emp- 
tion rights,  -  -  -  -  -  68 
Georgia  Company,  claims  of,  133,  139,  203,  215,  252 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  claims,  133,  209,  215,  252 
Glbault,  P:  (priest,)  land,             -            -  -         21 


259 
79 

214 


258 

31 

159 

587 

•  34,  71 

■  911 

■  587 

79 


North  Carolina,  -  -  -  -        78 

Glasgow,  J.  et  als.,  for  lands,        -  -  -        78 

Glasscock,  Thomas,  claim  under  law  of  Georgia,  34,  71 
Glenn,  Bernard,  military  land  warrants,  -  -       131 

Gordon,  Ambrose,  claim  under  law  of  Georgia,  -  34,  71 
Gorham,  Nathaniel,  boundary  of  New  York  ces- 
sion,       ------  7 

Great  Run,  inhabitants  of,  land,    -  -  -        20 

Green,  Joseph,  refugee,  lands,     -  -  -  28,  31 

Greenleaf,  James,  title  to  lands,    -  -  -       139 

Griffin,  Peter,  Georgia  grants,      -  -  -       587 

Gunn,  James,  claim  under  law  of  Georgia,  -  34,  71 

Haggin,  John,  claim  under  J.  C.  Symmes,  -       112 

Hampton,  Wade,  claim  under  a  law  of  Georgia,  -  34,  71 
Harding,  Seth,  refugee,  lands,      -  -  92,  106 

Hazen,  Brigadier  General,  -  -  -  29,  31 

Hill,  William,  et  als.,  lands  ceded  by  North  Caro- 
lina,       -  -  -  -  -  -       102 

Hoover,  John,  et  als.,  reserved  lands  in  Ohio,      -      304 
Huger,    Isaac,    representatives   of,  members  of 

South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  -  165,  178 

Hull,  Wilham,  lands  ceded  by  Georgia,    -  -       1S§ 

Hunt,    Memucan,  et  als.,  lands  ceded  by  North 

Carolina,  -  .  .  .  123,  179 

Hunt,  Thomas,  Georgia  grants,     -  -  -       587 

Illinois  Company,  claims,     24,  27,  72,  74,  160,  189,  301 
Indiana  Territory,  inhabitants  of,  lands,     160,  214,  256, 

261,  284 
Irwin,  William,  feounty  lands,         -  -  -       911 

Jardins,  Francois  des,  widow  of,  refugee,  lands,  -        28 
Jefferson   college,  Nashville,    trustees   of,   town 

lots, 219; 

Jenkins,  John,  land  in  Luzerne  county,    - 
Joncalre,  Frangols,  et  als.,  land  in  Indiana, 
Jones,  Valentine,   attorneys  of,   land  within  the 

Georgia  Company's  purchase,    -  -  134,  139 

Kahokla,  inhabitants  of,  lands,       -  -  -  18,  21 

Kaskaskia,  Inhabitants  of,  lands,     18,  21,  285,  290,  590, 

592 
Kitchell,  Asa,  erroneous  allowance  of  discount, 
Lawrence,  William,  refugee,  lands, 
Le  Favre,  N.,  claim  to  lands  ceded  b)'  Georgia, 
Livingston,  B.  W.,  Georgia,  grants. 
Long,  Nicholas,  claim  under  law  of  Georgia, 
Long,  Richard,  bounty  land, 
Ludlow,  G.  Georgia  grants, 
Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  land  claims  in, 
McAllister,  Matthew,  claim  under  law  of  Georgia,  34,  71 
McCashen,  James,  claim  under  J.  C.  Symmes,     -       112 
Macomb,  Alexander,  Georgia  grants,        -  -       587 

Maher,  Matthias,  claim  under  law  of  Georgia,      -  34,  71 
Massachusetts,  citizens  of,  claiming  under  Georgia 

Company,  -  -  -  -  -      215 

Menissier,  Francis,  cultivation  of  the  vine,  -       256 

Mercier,  John  D.,  refugee,  lands,  -  -        28 

Minturn,  Benjamin  G.,  Georgia  grants,    -    '         -       587 
Military  adventurers,  claims,  -  -  133,  189,  257 

Mississippi  Legislature,  titles  to  lands,  161,  184,  261,  597 
Mississippi  Companies,  claims,      24,  133,  149,  215,  252 
Morrison,  Arthur,  forfeiture  of  tirst  payment,       -       124 
Morton,  Perez,  claim  to  land  ceded  by  Georgia,  159,  209 
Moultrie,  Alexander,  member  of  South  Carolina 

Yazoo  Company,  -  -  -  165,  178 

Moullrie,  Dr.  James,  member  of  South  Carolina 

Yazoo  Company,  -  -  -  165,  178 

Mountjoy,  John,  military  land  warrant,     -  -        93 

'^l^    Murray,  Wilham,  et  als.,  members  of  the  Illiijols 
/  Company,  -  -  24,  27,  72, 74,  160,  189 

Natchez,  city  of,  town  lots,  -       162,  194,  219,  259 

Nelson,  John,  military  bounty  lands,         -  -         80 

New  England  Mississippi  Company,  claims,        215,  252 
New  York,  inhabitants  of  Ovid,  application  for 

lands,     ------       288 

New  York,  inhabitants  of,  Georgia  lands,  -  -       587 

Nightingale,  John  C,  claim  under  a  law  of  Geor- 
gia,       -  -  -  -  -  -  34,  71 

Northwestern  Territory,  inhabitants  of,  pre-emp- 
tion rights,  -  -  -  -  -       111 

Nova  Scotia,  refugees  from,  lands,  28,  31,  92,  106,  110, 

585 
Officers  and  soldiers,  lands,  -      17,  23,  24,  26,  583 

Ogden,  Jonathan,  Georgia  grants,  -  -      587 

Ohio,  inhabitants  of,  extension  of  credit,  -  -      284 

Do.  do.         reserved  lands,  -  -      304 

Do.  do,         exchange  of  school  lands,     -       582 

Ohio  Company,  claims,     -  -      24,  25,  29,  67,  255 

Orleans  Territory,  inhabitants  of,  land  titles  and 

reclaimed  lands,  -  -         '   -  250,  258,  910 

Ovid,  New  York,  inhabitants  of,  application  for 

lands,     ------       288 

Patterson,  Matthew,  et  als.,  retrocession  of  lands,       103 
Payne,  William,  claim  to  lands  ceded  by  Georgia,       159 
Peck,  John,  do.  do.  -       159 

Pennsylvania,    inhabitants  of   Luzerne    county, 

claims,   -  -  -  -  -  -        79 

Peoria,  inhabitants  of,  claims,        -  -  -      285 
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Memoriah  and  petitions — Peppin,  Joseph,  claim  to  lands 

ceded  by  Georgia,         -  .  -  159,  252 

Person,  Thomas,  claim  to  lands  ceded  by  North 

Carolina,  .....        30 

Phelps,  Matthew,  et  als.,  British  warrant  of  survey,      189 
Phelps,  Oliver,  boundary  of  New  York  cession,  .  7 

Pierpoint,  Henry  W.,  Georgia  grants,       .  .       587 

Piggot,  James,  et  als.  land,  -  .  -         20 

Prairie  du  Rocher,  inhabitants  of,  claims,  .  18,  21 

Prairie  du  Pont,  inhabitants  of,  land,         .  -         20 

Prime,  Nathaniel,  Georgia  grants,  -  -       587 

Purchases  of  lands,  extension  of  credit,     284,  597,  598^ 

909 
Rebutaille,  Francois,  widow  of,  refugee,  lands,    .         28 
Reclaimed  lands  in  Orleans  Territory,  donation,  -      910  | 
Refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  lands,  28,  31, 
92,  106,  110,  584 
Retrocession  of  lands  ceded  by  South  CaroUna,    -       102 
Rogers,  John,  claim  of,      -  -  .  81,  582 

Rogers,  Thomas,  grant  by  Virginia,  .  -       582 

Rose,  Hugh,  title  to  land  under  Georgia  Com- 
pany,     .....  134,  139 

Russell,  Charles,  et  als.,  military  bounty  lands,    .  26,  80 
Sands,  Joseph,  claim  to  land  ceded  by  Georgia,  -       159 
Sands,  Comfort,  Georgia  grants,  -  .  .       587 

Scott,  John  B.,  claim  under  a  law  of  Georgia,      -  34,  71 
Shee,  John,  for  Wabash  and  lUinois  Companies,  160,  189 
Shelby,  Isaac,  grant  of  land,  .  -  .23 

Sheldon,  Job,  bounty  land  warrant,  .  .       911 

Short,  Peyton,  claim  under  J.  C.  Symmes,  .        77 

Slavery,  introduction  of,   .  -  -  .68 

Smith,  Benjamin,  land  in  Luzerne  county,  .         79 

Snipes,   William  C.   member  of  South  Carolina 

Yazoo  Company,  ...  165,  178 

Soldiers,  bounty  lands,       ....  17,  24 

South  Carolina,  purchasers  under  Upper  Missis- 
sippi Company,  -----       215 

South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  claims,    133,  165,  178, 

197 

Spafford,  John,  application  for  lands,       -  -         80 

Strawbridge,    James,    claim     under    Tennessee 

Company,  ...  -  -       204 

Surveys  of  lands,  expense  of,        -  -  -       262 

Symmes,  John  Cleves,  purchase  of  lands,  25,  67,  75,  77, 
82,91,  104,  112,  126,  127 
Tatum,  Absalom,  grant  of  lands,  -  -  -         23 

Taylor,  Griffin,  lost  warrant,         ...       HO 
Tennessee,  claims  of,        ...  162,  179 

Tennessee  Company,  claims,         .       132,  142,  203,  252 
Thompson,  Benjamin,  refugee,  lands,       .  .28 

Thompson,  John,  military  services,  .  -       165 

Trahan,  Gregnire,  refugee,  lands,  -  -         28 

Trepagnie,  Prisque,  refugee,  lands,  .       -  -         28 

Trepagnie,  Augustine,  refugee,  lands,      -  -         28 

Turner,  G.,  claim  under  J.  C.  Symmes,  -  -        77 

Upper  .Mississippi  Company,  claims,   133,  149,  215,  252 
Vincennes,  inhabitants  of,  possessions  and  titles,         32 
Vine,  cultivation  of,  lands,  -  -  -       256 

Virginia  Yazoo  Company,  claims,  133,  172,  178,  194 

Wabash  Company,  claims,  24,  27,  72,  74,  160,  189,  301 
Walker,  George,  claim  under  a  law  of  Georgia,  -  34,  71 
AVard,  John,  children  of,  lands  in  Ohio,    -  -       256 

Warrants  for  lands,  -  -  -  127,  131,  911 

Wayne  county,  Indiana,  inhabitants  of,  lands,      -       214 
West,  Cato,  et  als.,  lands  in  Mississippi,  -'  -         99 

Wheaton,  John  R.,  Georgia  grants,  -  -       587 

Yazoo  Companies,  claims,   125,  133,  165,  172,  178,  197 
Young,  Thomas,  claim  under  Georgia  Company,       203 
Do.  do.  Tennessee    do.     -       204 

Zane,  Isaac,  Indian  grant  to,  -  -  93,  121 

Menissier,  Francis — Prays  for  a  section  of  land,  as  an 
encouragement  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine, 
Mercier,  John  D. — Report  on  petition  of,  refugee. 
Meridian  lines — Alterations  suggested  in  running  the, 
Miami  river — Lands  to  the  Virginia  troops  on  Little, 
Boundary  established  by  treaty  of  Great, 
Settlements  below  the  Great,         ... 
Salt  made  on  the  Great,     .  - 

Michigan  Territory — Commencement  of  Government  of, 

Land  titles  and  claims  in  the,  247,  263,  305,  592 

Improved  farms  and  classification  of  titles  to  lands 
in  the,    ------ 

Chronological  history  of  the  settlements  in, 
Claims  founded  on  grants  of  -\ntoine  de  Lamothe 

Cadillac,  Lord  of  Bouaquet  Montdesert, 
Claims  founded  on  grants  issued  by  the  Governor 
and  Intendant  of  New  France  and  Louisiana,  in 
1735,  1737,  and  1734  to  1754, - 
Claims  founded  on  grants  of  Monsieur  de  Belestre 

and  other  French  commandants. 
Claims  pretended  to  be  derived  from  the  British 

6overnmcnt,      -  .  .  .  268,  280 

Claims  founded  on  Indian  grants,  -  -       269 

Claims   founded    on    settlements    and    improve 

ments,    -...--       269 
Judge  Woodward's  letter  on  British  and  French 

settlements,  &c.  in  Michigan,    -  -  -       281 


Pagn, 

Michigan  Territory/ — Reports  of  commissioners  for  the 

district  of  Detroit,  on  claims,     -  -  305,  592 

Alphabetical  list  of  claimants  in  the — 

Abbott,  James,  353,  382,  495,  507,  534,  539 

406,  409 

-  392 

-  392 

-  357 

-  369 

-  337 

-  348 
529,  549 

-  316 
353,  372,  388 


255 
28 
83 
5,  24 
24 
91 
93 
247 


264 
265 


267 


267 


268 


Abbot,  Samuel, 

Aird,  James,  .  .  - 

Aird,  George,  representatives  of, 

Allard,  Jacques,    ... 

Allard,  Jacques,  Jun. 

Aloine,  Jean  B.     - 

Ambroise,  Frangois, 

Ancram,  William, 

Anderson,  John, 

Askin,  John,  Jun. 

Askin,  John,         372,  412,  459,  488,  526,  529,  548,  550 

Baby,  James,  319,  367,  368,  385,  410,  412,  531,  532,  543 


Barrois,  Jeau  Baptiste, 
Baron,  Antoine, 
Baron,  Antoine  Lupien,    - 
Barnes,  Giles, 
Barsinett,  Joseph, 
Beaufait  &  Loson, 
Beaubien,  Jean  M. 
Beaubien,  Antoine, 
Beaubien,  Joseph, 
Beaugrand,  Jean  B. 
Bellair,  Amable, 
>  Bellair,  Jean  Louis, 
Bellair,  Joseph, 
Benfait,  Louis,  Sen. 
Bernard,  Louis, 
Bernartl,  Hyacinthe, 
Bernanl,  Antoine, 
Bernard,  Charles, 
Berthelet,  Henry, 
"Berthelot  Et  Giasson, 
BiUon,  Antoine, 
Bird,  Henry, 
Bissonet,  Joseph, 
Bleakley,  Josiah, 
Blue  Jacket,  George, 
Bondi,  Joseph,  heirs  of, 
Bondi,  Antoine, 
Bonome,  Francois, 
Bonome,  Pierre, 
Bouchard,  Ignace, 
Bourassa,  Louis, 
Bourassa,  Daniel, 
Bourdeaux,  Joseph, 
Bourdeaux,  Jean  B. 
Bourdeaux,  Louis, 
Bourdeaux,  Alexis, 
Bourdeaux,  Jean  M. 

Bostonais,   , 

Boyer,  Antoine,  heirs  of, 

Branchau,  Pierre,  Sen. 

Branchau,  Pierre,  Jun. 

Brisbois  St  GiUory, 

Brown,  Adam, 

Brown,  William, 

Brush,  Elijah, 

Buisson  8c  Laroche, 

Burbank,  Jesse, 

Cabacier,  Charles, 

Campaigne,  Ignace, 

Cameron,  Murdock, 

Campbell,  John,  heirs  of, - 

Campbell,  Robert,  representatives  of, 

Campeau,  Claude. 


273 
324,  374 

-  374 

-  441,  445,  531,  542 

-  395 

-  543 

-  305,  326,  378,  396 

-  306 

-  309 

-  450 
420,  467,  470,  493,  496 

-  421 

-  448 

-  309 

-  434 
4.38,  447 

-  440 

-  447 
-   328,  521,  526,  555 

-  393 
513,  514 
268,  275 

-  434 

-  393 

-  492 

-  327 
328 

-  379,  381,  410 

-  528 

-  531 

-  324 

-  545 

-  324 

-  363 


-  446 

-  448 

-  514 

-  532 

-  439 

-  439 

-  407 
418,  519 
490,  540 

268,  276, 306,  307,  385 

-  545 

-  315 

-  371 

-  361 
393,  4u9 

-  394 
408 

272,  463 


Campeau,  Michel,  Antoine,  and  Angelique,  279, 330,  516 
Campeau,  Alexis,  ...  -      323 

Campeau,  Charles  M.  -  -  -  -       324 

Campeau,  Jacques,  -  -  -  -      326 

Campeau,  Antoine,  -  -  -  330,  444,  516 

Campeau,  Joseph,  341,  342,  402,  477,  497,  503,  512, 

520,  537 
Campeau,  Jean  B.  representatives  of,        -  -      347 

Campeau,  Louis,  -  -  -  -       352 

Campeau,  Nicholas,  -  -  -  404,  504 

Campeau,  Jean  B.  -  -  -  -      484 

Campeau,  Cecille,  -  -  -  497,  503 

Campeau,  Francois  Paul,  heirs  of,  -  498,  528 

Campeau,  Julien,  ....       500 

Campeau,  Angelique,        ....       515 
Carron,  Jean  B.  .  .  -  -       544 

Cartwright,  James,  -  -  -  -       402 

Cattin,  Antoine,  Therese,  and  Pauline,    -  -       340 

Cattin,  Francois,  -  -  -  449,  467 

Cenait,  dit  Coquillard,  Alexis,      -  -  -       5!9 

Chabert,  Chevalier,  -  -  -  -       279 

Chabert,  Colonel  Francis,  323,  413,  453,  525,  526,  554 
Champajgne,  Simon,  ....       545 

Chaudonet,  Charles,  ...  -       394 

Chapoton,  Benoit,  -  -  -  307,  449 

Chapoton,  Nicholas,  -  .  -  -       366 

Chapoton,  Louis,  Jun.       .  .  -  -      375 

Chapotin,  Louis,  -  .  .  -      487 
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532 
398 
421 

,  2r7 
308 
552 
312 
311 

,  391 
379 

,  428 
514 
517 

,  553 

,  542 


,  523 
311 

,  528 
524 
327 


,  542 
435 
446 


Michigan  TemVory— Alphabetical  list  of  claimants  in  the 
Chapotin,  Antoine, 

Chai-tier,  Franf  ois,  Sen.   -  -  -  ■ 

Chatelreaux,  Joseph,         -  -  -  ^ 

Chene,  Isidore,  -  -  -  ^°^> 

Chene,  Gabriel, 
Chene,  Pierre, 

Cherboneausi,  Joseph,      -  -  - 

Chovin,  Francois,  -  -  " 

Chovin,  Charles,    -  -  -  -  •'I'' 

Chovin,  Toussaint,  -  -  - 

Chovin,  Jean  Baptiste,       -  -  -  41-^. 
Chovin,  Baptiste,  representatives  of, 

Church  of  St.  Antoine,      -  -  " 

Cicot,  Angelique,  -  -  "  ^^°' 

Cicot,  Jean  B.  -  -  "  *^^' 

Cicot,  Jacques  and  Franj ois, 

Cissne,  Rebecca,  -  -  "  " 

Cissne,  John,  -  -  ■  •^^^' 

Cissne,  WilUam,  -  -  " 

Cissne,  James,  -  -  "  •^^•^'  =^*' 

Cissne,  William,  heirs  of,  - 

^ZZ:  Chrttian,  344.  "476.  508,  509,-511.  528,^^0 

,     ,     ■  r  -         4 

Cloutier,  Rene,  heirs  of,    - 

Cloutier,  Pierre,  -  y  -.318,515,546 

Coates,  Ann,  -  '    _    '  ggg 

Coates.  John,  -  "  '  ^^g 

Cochois.  Louis,  -  "  '  '315 

Connelly,  John.  -  -  1 341,  s^g,  476 

Conner,  James,  -  •"     '  „ .,'  o-o 

Conner,  Richard,  representatives  of,  -  o4~,  o4o 

Conner,  Henry,  -  "       gg/ 410,  541^  548 

Conner,  Wilbam,  -001,  t'-^,    ^    ,  ^^^ 

Conner,  John,  ■  ■  '  ^^g 

Conner,  Margaret,  -  -  "  ^ 

Corbus,  Godfrey,  representatives  of,  -  o21,  5^J.  5^» 

Cotterall,  George,  -  "  "  : 

Cotterall.  George.  Jr.  Henry,  John.  James,  and      ^^^ 

David,  -  -    ,  ■  ■  ■       ^„„ 

Couture,  Jean  B.  -  "  •  ^^^ 

Couture,  Medard,  -  "  '446 

Couture,  Etienne.  -  "  j  .447 

Couture,  Claude,  -  ■  _       2^2 

Crawford,  Louis,  "     ■  'r  '  '       '?R6 

Crequi,  Jean  B.,  representatives  of.  -  -       J»^ 

Cribble,  Samuel,  -  -  "  ^gg'  276 

Cumming,  Peter.  -  "  "  ^^^'  ^^^ 

Curry,  Peter,  -      •      "  .    '  397 

Daunay,  Jean  B.  ,     -  "  " 

Davenport,  Ambroise,        -  -  -  .""'515 

Dazet,  Joseph,  /  '  '  .970 

Delorme,  Francois  Fafard,  -  -  „• 

DeliUe,  Alexis,  widow  of,  ■  -  "       ^^^ 

Delille,  Jean  B.  -  -  "  '       g^g 

Delorier,  Pierre,  -  -  "  '399 

Delorme,  Pierre,  -  "  '  452 

Delaille,  Franjois,  -  -  "  510 

Denoyer,  Franjois,  -  -  '  '       „ 

DePeyster,Arent  Schuyler.  -  -  'tor 

Dequindre,  Catharine,      -  -  -  '400 

De  Serrieres,  F.  M.  -  •  '  " 

Desforges,  Francis,        .   "  "  '  "ego 

Desplaines,  Jean  B.,  heirs  of,  -  -  ^-       =J^ 

Desaunier,  Louis,  heirs  of,  -  -  "       ^'i^ 

Deschatelet,  Joseph,  -  -  "  "      ^" 

Detroit,  inhabitants  of.      -  -  -  ^^^>  j'^° 

Dicks.  Joanna.  -  -  -  "         . 

Dicks,  John,  -  -  -  3.6,403 

Dixon,  Robert,  -  -  "  •^•^'*'  ^^^ 

Dodemead,  John,  -  -  -  '  ° 

Donaldson,  James,  heirs  of,  -  -  -       ^|5 

Donovan,  Matthew,  -  -       •      -  '      to^ 

Dormond,  Sarah,  -  -  -  '318 

S^—Srchael.  :  334.405:406,407,547 

Drouillard,  Jean  B.  -  -  "  ' 

Drouillard,  Nicholas,  heirs  of,  -  ■  -       *^^ 

Drouillard,  Charles,  -  -  -  "       tSp 

Drouillard,  Joseph,  -  -  -  ^y**'  ^^° 

Drouyard,  Dominique,      -  -  -      •       '      ^^^ 

Dube,  Joseph,  -  "  "  "        ..„ 

Dubreuil,  Jean  B.  -.  .  -  "  '  '       *"" 

Dubay,  Baptiste,  -  -     •       -  '      lH 

.  Dubay,  Alexis,  -  -  "  "      ^rn 

Duchene,  Michel,  -  -  -  ',08 

Duchene,  Pierre,  .  -  -  -       ^uo 

Duchene,  Francois,  Sen.  -  -  "^  406 

Dumay,  Pierre,  -  ■  '  '         „. 

Dumay,  Theophile,  -  -  "  -       ^/± 

Dunham,  Josiah,  -  -  "  *"»'  ^^^ 

Dup£e,  Franeois,  -  -  "  414,  505 

Dupr^,  Franfois,  -  -       414,  505,  507,  508 

Durocher,  Franfois,  -  -  -  -      ^}^ 

Duroch^,  Fransois,  -  -  "  ^  470 

Duseau,  John,  -  -  -  420,470 
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Duval,  Ignace,  -  -  "  "       415 

Egneu,  Samuel,  .  .  -  436,  440 

EUair,  Alexander,  widow  of,         -  -  -       491 

Elliott,  Matthew,  -        .    -  -  '       oin 

Ernest,  Matthew,  -  -  "     _^     '      310 

Ewings,  Samuel,_  -  -      489,511,529,540 

-  505 
515,  528 

-  339 

-  371 
505,  529,  541 

505,  511 

-  391 

-  438 

-  445 

-  537 
333,  545 

-  321 

-  309 

-  385 

-  424 

-  393 
394,  546 

-  531 
■-   40r 

-  441 

-  329 
366,  494,  533 


Fontaine,  Gabriel, 

Fontaine,  J.  B. 

Fontenoy,  Francis, 

Forsyth.  William, 

Forsyth,  Richardson,  &  Co. 

Forsyth,  Thomas, 

Forsyth,  Robert, 

Forton,  Julien, 

Foucreau,  Pierre, 

Fournier,  Pierre, 

Fournier,  Abraham, 

Franks,  Jacob, 

Gaillard,  Louis,  widow  of, 

GameUn,  Frang ois, 

Ganier,  Isaac,  representatives  of,  - 

Ganier,  Jacques,  representatives  of. 

Caisson  &  Berthelot, 

Gaisson,  Jacques,  heirs  of, 

Giles,  John,  -  -  ■ 

GiUory  &  Brisbois, 

Glass,  Robert, 

Godfrey,  Theresa, 

Godfrey  &  Beaugrand,      -  -  „.-,„^    ,,„ 

Godfrey,    Gabriel,  467,  501,   512.   513,  534,  5^c,6,  553. 

Godfrey,  Gabriel,  Sen.     -  471,  472,  474,  476!  528 


Godfrey,  Gabriel,  Jun.      - 

Godfrey,  Catharine,  heirs  of, 

Godfrey,  Gabriel,  heirs  of, 

Godfrey,  Jacques,  heirs  of, 

GoUin,  Claude, 

GoUin,  Charles, 

Goiiin,  Nicholas, 

GoUin,  Franfois, 

GoUin,  Charles,  Sen. 

Gouin,  Charles  Nicholas,  - 

Gouie,  Robert, 

Graeter,  Frederick, 

Grant,  Alexander, 

Gravelle,  Louis, 

Griffard,  Laurent, 

Griffard,  Pierre, 

Griffard,  Louis,  Jun. 

Griffith,  William,  heirs  of, 

Griffith,  William,  Jun.      - 

Guy,  Joseph, 

Hamtramck,  Julian  and  Harriet.   - 

Harrow,  Alexander, 

Harrow,  James, 

Harrow,  John, 

Harvey,  John, 

Hickman,  Harris  H.  -  - 

Hicks,  Jesse, 

Hill,  Jacob,  heirs  of, 

Hivon,  Joseph, 

Hoffman,  George, 

Hopkins,  James, 

Howard,  Joseph, 

Hunt,  Abijah  and  Jesse,    - 

HjTague,  Joseph 

Jacob,  Jean, 

Jacob,  Jacques, 

Jereaume,  Jean  B. 

Jobin,  Joseph, 

Johnson,  John,  -  "       .   .    -^^   c-o/:    «.< 

Joncaire,  Francis  Chabert,  323,  413,  453,  525,  526,  554 


501,  512,  513 
473,  474,  513 

-  533 
553,  557 

-  271 
305,  308 
305,  308 

-  308 

-  42r 

-  466 
530,  539 

-  S44 

-  372 

-  4or 

-  357 

-  368 

-  403 
444 

-  •  444 
■   546 

-  332 

-  359 

-  362 

-  362 

-  312 

-  329 
414 

360,  361 

-  325 

-  327 

-  321 
269,  278 
469,  511 
424,  527 

-  446 

-  465 
320, 487,  528 

453,  458 
547 


Jourdain,  Andre, 

Kenzie,  John, 

Kilburn,  Joseph, 

Kirby,  Alice, 

Knaggs,  Whitmore, 

Knaggs,  Thomas, 

Knaggs,  James, 

Knaggs,  William, 

Knaggs,  Rachel, 

Labadi,  Pierre  Descontes  del, 

Labadi,  Alexis, 

Labadi,  Cbarks,  . 

Labadi,  Badi, 

Labadi,  Alexis  Descontes, 

Labadi,  Menard, 

Labrosse,  D. 

Lachambre,  Remain. 

Lacroix.  Pierre, 

Lacroix,  Hubert, 

Ladouceur,  J.  B. 

Laderoute,  Baptiste, 

Laderoute,  Joseph, 

Lafontaine,  Francois, 

Lafontaine,  Antoine, 


423 

-  504 

-  311 

-  433 
323,  417,  489,  531,  539,  540 

.  -      390 

-  390 
462,  470 

-  469 
269,  277.  309 

309 
310 


320 
370 
418 
379 
536 

333,  545 
.  439,  459,  461 

348,  352 

-  551 

-  552 
313,  344 

-  440 
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Laferte,  Louis  Vessiere,  Jun.         -  -  337,  371 

Laforge,  Louis,  ....       468 

Laframboise,  Joseph,         -  ...  .      546 

Laframboise,  Alexis,  ....       546 

Lajoye,  Louis,  ....      434 

Lajoye,  Hyacinthe,  ....       438 

■      Lamarre,  Andre,  -  -  -  445,  527 

Langlois,  Pierre,  ....       521 

Lapierre,  Jean  B.  ....      337 

Laparle,  Joseph,  -  -  -  -      348 

La  Pointe,  Jean  B.  -  -  -  -       423 

La  Pointe,  Guillaume,       -  -  -  -      446 

LasseUe,  James  and  Francis,  313,  340,  344,  381,  424, 
429,  430,  431,  432,  451,  453,  456,  457, 
458,  459,  460,  461,  473,  527,  554 
Lasselle,  Antoine,  Jun.      -  313,  380,  418,  472,  493 

Lasselle,  Jean  B.  -  -       320,  424,  522,  531 

Lasselle,  Hyacinthe,  .  -  -  .      324 

Lasselle,  Jean  B.  Jun.  ....  325 
Lasselle,  Jacques,  344,  450,  451,  452,  453,  455,  458, 
465,  466,  530 
Lashley,  Samuel, 
Laug'hton,  John, 
Laviolette,  Etienne,  heirs  of, 
Laviolette,  Franj ois, 
Le  Barron,  Dr.  Francis,  - 
Lebeau,  Etienne, 

Lebeau,  Jean  B.  -  -       , 

Leblanc,  Jean  B.  -  - 

Le  Clerc,  Louis  Pierre,     - 
Leduc,  Louis, 
Leduc,  Hyacinthe, 
Leduc,  William, 
Leech,  Ichabod, 
Le  May,  Jean, 
Lenfant,  Louis,  Jun. 
Lenfant,  Joseph,  Sen.       .  .  -  .       355 

L'Esperance,  Antoine,      -  -  -  513,  514 

Leonard,  Frangois,  -  -  -  419,  512 

Litle,  John,      *  ...  334,  341,  505 

Livernois,  Joseph,  Jun.     -  -  .  -      352 

Livernois,  Joseph,  Sen.     -  -  -  -       487 

Lorain,  Joshua,  representatives  of,  -  .311 

Loranger,  Alexis,  ....       522 

Lorreng'er,  Joseph,  ...  487,  494 

Loson,  Jacques,  ...  497,  503 

Lyons,  Archibald,  -  -  -  490,  540,  541 1 

McCarty,  Edward,  ....      313 

McComb,  William,  heirs  of,   268,  273,  318,  384,  478,  j 
479,  480,  481,  482,  483,  493,  525  | 
McComb,  John,  William,  and  David,  318,  384,  478,  479, 
480,  481,  482,  483,  493,  525 
McCormick,  Alexander,  heirs  of,  -  -       518 

McDonald,  John,  ....      334 

McDoug-all,  George,  268,  273,  318,  373,  440,  520,  528, 

534,  542 
McDougall,  John  R.  -  -  -  -       307 

MtDougall,  Robert,  -  -  -  -       449 

McGill,  James,  321,  365,  388,  412,  459,  527,  548,  549, 

551 
McGregor,  Gregor,  -  -  -  -      384 

McGregor,  John,  ....      450 

McGulpin,  Patrick,  -  -  -  -       408 

McKee,  Alexander,  -  -  -  268,  276,  307 
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Moras,  Antoine,  representatives  of,  -  312,  427 


512 
269,  276 

-  420 

-  468 

-  494 

-  321 

-  335 

-  464 

-  435 

-  400 

-  448 

-  462 

-  358 

-  495 

-  349 


McTavish,  Frobisher,  &  Co. 

-       434 

Marsac,  Jean, 

-      349 

Marsac,  Jean  B. 

375,  376 

Marsac,  Robert, 

-      427 

Marsac,  Franjois, 

428,  502 

Marsac  Rene, 

-      464 

Marsac,  Jacques, 

-      535 

Martin,  Hugh  R. 

-      377 

Martin,  Jacques, 

-       452 

Matcher,  Francis  Paul,      - 

305,  308 

Maure,  Laurent, 

-       364 

Maxewell,  Thompson, 

-      373 

May,  James, 

440 

,  527,  556 

Mayet,  Pierre,  representatives  of. 

-       498 

Meldrum,  George,                269,  276 

305 

308 

455,  495 

Meldrum  &  Park,  269,  276,  360, 

384, 

386, 

405,  409, 

410,  419,  434, 

468 

484 

534,  555 

Meldrum,  John, 

-       396 

Meldrum,  James, 

396,  411 

Meldrum,  William, 

-       397 

Meldrum,  David, 

397,  412 

Menard,  Joseph, 

321 

349,  450 

Menard.  Franjois,  representatives  of 

-       416 

Mette,  Felix, 

524,  526 

Mini,  Pierre, 

362,  363 

Mini,  Antoine,  representatives  of. 

-      363 

Mitchell,  David,                  -  334,  392, 

393, 

545, 

546,  547 

Mitresse,  Joseph, 

-      350 

Monmini,  Louis, 

-      420 

Monmini,  Joseph, 

-       420 

Moore,  James, 

- 

-       443 

Moras,  Antoine, 

- 

305,  427 

Moras,  Ignace, 

Moran,  Charles, 

Moran,  Louis, 

Moran,  Maurice, 

Morain,  Isidore, 

Morin,  Louis, 

Moriceau,  Victor,  widow  of, 

Morisseau,  Joseph, 

Mouton,  Franfois, 

Mulholland,  Daniel, 

Murphj',  William, 

Nadault,  Martin, 

Nadault,  Joseph, 

Nantay,  Jean  B.  -  - 

Navarre,  Robert, 

Navarre,  Francis, 

Navarre,  Teuton, 

Navarre,  Isidore, 

Navarre,  Jacques, 
Nelson,  Jonathan, 
Nolin,  Jean  B.  -  - 

Odet,  Gabriel, 

Ogilvy,  John, 

Par£,  Jean  B.  -  - 

Parker,  Barney, 

Patenaude,  Nicholas^  Jun. 

Patenode,  Nicholas,  Sen.  - 

Pattinson,  Richard, 

Peltier,  Felix, 

Peltier,  Charles,  •  '  - 

Peltier,  Philhs, 

Peltier,  James, 

Peltier,  Alexis,  representatives  of, 

Pepin,  Basile, 

Pepin,  Franjois, 

Petit,  Louis, 

Petit,  Jean  Baptists, 

Petit,  Antoine  N.  -  - 

Petit,  Ignace, 

Phenix,  Pierre, 

Pilet,  Jacques, 

Pollard,  Richard, 


422 

-  307 

-  307 
■  307,  357 

368,  410 

-  536 
498,  538 

-  416 
468,  527 

-  437 
-  310,  503,  506 

-  348 

-  446 
349 

269,  277,  309,  318 
278,  463 

-  318 

463,  484 

464,  484 
530,  547 

-  547 

-  438 

-  392 

-  346 

-  442 

-  382 

-  389 
364,  365 

-  305 
308,  492 
308,  346 

-  310 

-  422 

-  355 

-  533 

-  354 

-  466 

-  364 

-  546 
354,  355 

-  273 
522,  528 


Pomainville,  Joseph,  representatives  of,  -  -       400 

Pothier,  Toussaint,  -            -             -  332,  393,  394 

Poupard,  Charles,  -            -             -             -       499 

Prudhomme,  Jacques,  .            .             -             •       423 

Racine,  Jean  Baptiste,  -            -            -             -      458 

Reaume,  Baptiste,  -             -             -           273,  416 

Reaume,  Joseph,  ....       323 

Reaume,  John  B.  ....       324 

Reneau,  Antoine,  ....       36S 

Reneau,  Louis,  ....       369 

Reneau,  Gabriel,  Jun.  ....       522 

Rhodes,  John,  representatives  of,  -             -       373 

Ricard,  Joseph,  ....       395 

Ricard,  Oliver,  -            -             -             -       398 

Riopel,  Ambroise,  ....       319 

Riopel,  Antoine,  ....      336 

Riopel,  Pierre,  ....      490 

Rivard,  Francois,  ....      356 

Rivard,  Antoine,  -             -            -           356,  452 

Rivard,  Charles,  -            - .          -            -       395 

Rivard,  Michel,  -            -            -            -       395 

Rivard,  Jean  B.  -            -            .             -       485 

Rivard,  Pierre,  ....       515 

Rivard,  Nicholas,  -            -            -            -       522 

Robb,  William,  John,  and  Scott,  -  -             -       445 

Robert,  Antoine,  -            -            -           272,  467 

Robert,  Joseph,  -            -            -            -      349 

Robert,  Isidore,  ....      415 

Robert,  Francois,  -            -             -           416,  527 


Robertjean,  Joseph, 

Robert]  ean,  Robert, 

Robertson,  William,  representatives  of, 

Robidou,  Etienne, 

Robidou,  Louis, 

Robidou,  Jean  B. 

Robinson,  Wilham, 

Robison,  James, 

Roe,  John  Baptiste,  -        ■    - 

Rouleau,  Charles, 

Rousseau  &  Bailey, 

Rousseau,  Dominique, 

Rousson,  Baptiste, 

Rowe,  Joseph, 

Ruland,  Israel, 

Ruland,  Isaac, 

Ruland,  Joseph, 

St.  Aubin,  Jean  Casse, 

St.  Antoine,  church  of, 

St.  Bernard,  Joseph, 

St.  Bernard,  Henry, 

St.  Laurent,  Jean  B. 

St.  Michel, 


St.  Martin,  Adhemar,  heirs  of. 


343, 371,  50: 

-  378 
389,  412 

-  421 

-  430 

-  470 

-  377 

-  486 
.420 

310,  485 

-  333 

-  333 

-  324 

-  351 
-  440,  475,  476,  483,  534,  542 

-  475 

-  475 

-  271 
.   517 

-  433 
.   488 

-  402 
494 


544 
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St.  Obin,  Franjois,  -  -  -  346,  347 

St.  Obin,  Gabriel,  -  -  -  -       347 

Sansfagon,  Joseph,  ....      350 

Sarrere,  Andre,  ....       545 

Schieffelin,  Jonathan,        -  -      335,  366,  478,  526 

-       '      -       279 


Schujler,  Arent, 

Seni,  Jean  Baptiste, 

Serre,  Joseph, 

Serrieres,  Frangois  Magnen  de,     - 

Shindler,  George, 

Sibley,  Solomon, 

Smith,  Thomas, 

Socier,  Etienne,  .  -  - 

Socie;',  Joseph, 

Socier,  Baptiste, 

Solomon,  Ezekiel,  heirs  of. 

Solo,  Pierre,  heirs  of, 

solo,  Alexis, 

Steinback,  John, 

giisor,  Louis, 

Suzor,  Jean  B.,  representatives  of, 

Taillon,  Jean  B.  -  . 

Tessiere,  Pierre, 

Thibaiilt,  P. 

Thibault,  Catliarine, 

Thomas,  Jacob,  representatives  of, 

Thomas,  Adrion, 

Thom,  William,  Sen. 

Tibbett,  Benjamin,  heirs  of, 

Todd,  Isaac,  321,372,381 

Traversis,  Ambroise, 

Traversis,  Pierre, 

Tremble,  Michel, 

Tremble,  Franjois  A. 

Tremble,  Jos.  Louis, 

Trenibl^,  Louis,  Sen. 

Tremble,  Jos.  Leonard,    . 

Tremble,  Thomas, 

Tremble,  Jean  B.  Ambrose, 

Tremble,  Gaget, 

TrembU,  Pierre, 

Tremble,  Ambroise,  heirs  of, 

Tr'Jttier  &  Lapointe, 

Trudelle,  Franjois, 

Tucker,  John,  " 

Tucker,  Edward, 

Tucker,  William, 

Tucker,  Catharine, 

Tuot,  Ignace, 

Tuot,  Etienne, 

Tuot,  Joseph, 

Tutle,  Christopher, 

Valiquet,  Frangois, 

■Vernier,  Jean  B.  -  - 

Vessiere,  Louis,  .  ■ 

Viger,  Andre, 

Vinger,  Jacob, 

Visger,  Jacob, 

Voyer,  Joseph,  heirs  of,    - 

Walker,  William, 

Weaver,  Joseph, 

WiUermy,  Morice, 

Wright,  John,  representatives  of. 


Pagei. 
285 
289 
568 

192 
206 


-  310 

-  400 

-  407,  521,  545 
436,  527 
314,  '358 

-  485 
.      491 

509,  529 

-  333 

-  417 

-  -      438 

-  312 

-  351 
416,  527 

-  420 

-  32: 

-  400 

-  486 

-  354 

-  399 
.      383 

-  478 
;,  412,  548,  549,  550 

-  430 

-  521 

-  360 
361,  509 
424,  426 

-  42.'5 
.      425 

-  426 
.       485 

-  507 

-  518 

-  542 

-  545 

-  336 

-  344 

-  345 
.       345 

-  345 
415,  421 

-  438 
.       438 

-  319 
423,  424,  493,  527 

340,  352 
337,  371 

-  339 
.      314 

383,  490 

-  -       472 

-  317,  415,  525 

-  310,  317,  330 
513,  521 

-  382 
Yax,  Pierre,  -  .  414,  415,  508,  528 
Yax,  Michael,  .....  435 
Yax,  Simon,  .  -  .  .  '  .  450 
Yax,  John,              .....       491 

Military  Adventurers — Company  of,  claim  of,       .  -       133 

Claim  of  M.  Phelps  and' others  under  the,  .       189 

Claim  of  Roger  Enos  under  the,  .  .       257 

Military  bounty  landf — Proceedings  relating  to,  5,  17,  22,  25, 

80,  597 

Claims  prior  to  the  revolution  for,  .  -         70 

Claims  for  Virginia,  ...  80,  597 

Warrants  fraudulently  obtained  for,  .  -       911 

Military  land  district — Schedule  of  fractional  townships 

within  the,  .  .  .  .       115 

Certificates  issued  for  the  surplus  deposited  above 
the  contents  of  each  located  section,  showing 
those  returned  to  the  Treasury,  .  -       118 

Certificates  for  surplus  above  the  amount  of  loca- 
tions, with  such  as  are  returned  to  the  Trea. 


Militia  rights — Location  of  grants  for,     - 
Claims  for,  in  district  of  Vincennes, 
Confirmations  of,  in  district  of  Vincennes, 
Milk  river — Description  of  settlements  from  river  Huron 
to,  .....  . 

J/mes— Number,  extent,  &c.  of  the  Louisiana  lead, 
Mintum,  Benjamin  G. — Petition  of,  as  claimant  under 

Georgia  grants,  .  .  .  .       557 

Mississippi  Companies — Claims  of  the,    -  .  24    133 

Mississippi  Companies  of  Georgia— Claims  and  report 

thereon,-  ....  133,  149 

Claims  under  the, ....  215   252 

Mississippi  river — Sales  of  lands  by  Georgia,  and  settle. 

ments  and  claims  on  the,  .  .  100   587 

-  '  135 
99 
99 


Schedule  of  fifty  reserved  sections  in  the. 
Military  land  warrants — Survey  of  tract  allotted  for, 

Renewal  of,  -  -  -»  . 

Time  extended  for  locating, 

Unregistered,  outstanding,  December,  1801, 

Fifty  reserved  sections  for  original  holders  of, 

Bernard  Glenn  petitions  for  location  of,    . 

Furtlier  time  to  obtain  and  locate,  .  164, 

347,  substantiated  since  destruction  of  War  Of- 
fice in  I8OO,        ..... 

Location  of,  -  -  ... 

Fraudulently  obtained, 
Militia  rights — Warrants  and  survejs  for, 


119 

120 


101 
101 


162 


181 


184 


Territory  relinquished  by  the  Indians  on  the, 

i  Territory — Land  claimants  in  the, 
Natchez  district,  purchased  in  1777, 
Proposed  adjustment  of  claims  of  inhabitants  of 
the,        ...... 

Enumeration  of  claims  in  the,        -  .  . 

Claims  of  Georgia  to  lands  in  the,  34,  71,  101,  111,  125, 

132 
Commission  to  establish  a  Government  in  the,  and 

proceedings  under  it,    .  .  .  125,  132 

Lands  claimed  by  inhabitants  of  the,         .  -       161 

Compromise  authorized  with  companies  or  per. 

sons  claiming  lands  in  the,         ... 

Application  for  donation  lands  by  settlers  in  the; 

rejected,  ..... 

Legislature  of  Mississippi  petitions  on  claims  for 
lands  in  the,       ..... 

Annexation  of  a  tract  of  land,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Tennessee,  on  the  east  by  Georgia, 
on  the  south  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  passing 
by  the  mouth  of  Yazoo  river,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  Mississippi  river,  to  the,  .  187,193 

Further  time  allowed  for  producing  claims  to  re. 

gisters  of  land  offices  in  the,      ...       193 

Claimants  under  various  companies  to  lands  in  the,  203, 

209,  215,  252 

Pre.emption  rights  prayed  for  by  settlers  in  the,       261 

Appropriation  of  lands  recommended  for  schools, 

report  on  surveys  and  pre.emption  rights  in,    .      262 
Claims  of  British  subjects  to  lands  in  the,  594,  598 

Expediency  of  giving  right  of  pre.emption  to  set. 
tiers,  and  extension  of  time  for  payments  on 
pre.emption  rights,  submitted  by  tiie  Legisla. 
ture  of,  .  -  -  -  .  597,  598 

Reports  of  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  land 

claims  in  the,      .  -  187,  193,  598,  603,  859 

British  patents  disallowed,  .  .  601,  603 

British  patents  filed  under  act  of  March  2,  1805,       609 
Claims  disallowed  as  antedated,     ...       610 
British  and  Spanish  warrants  disallowed,  -  611,  626 

Spanish  warrants  disallowed,         -  -  .       625 

Location  of  claims  in  the,  601,  610,  611,  625,  629,  630', 
633,  637   859,  897 
Registers  of  the  land  office  east  of  Peai  I  river,     -       628 
Register  of  certificates  granted  on   British  ajid 

Spanish  patents,  .  .  -  629,  859 

Register  of  certificates  on  which  patents  may  issue 

without  any  payment  of  purchase  money,        630,  887 
Register  of  certificates  on  which  patents  may  issue 
without  any  payment  of  purchase  monc)-,  but 
not  until  a  judicial   decision  shall   have   been 
obtained  against  the  conflicting  British  claims,  632,  897 
Register  of  pre.emption  certificates,  .  633,897 

Register    of    preemption    cert.ficates   on    which 
patents  may  not  Issue  until  a  judicial  decision 
shall  have  been  obtained  against  the  confl'ctlng 
British  claims,    ...  -  635,  907 

Register  of  British  patents  on  which  no  certificates 
have  issued,        ..... 

Register  of  claims  presented  in  December,  1805, 
Appointment  of  commissioners  to  settle  claims  to 

lands  east  of  Pearl  river, 
Appointment  of  register  of  land  office  in  Wash, 
ington  countj',    ..... 

Register  of  certificates  grounded  on  British  and 
Spanish  patents  for  landswest  of  Pearl  river,  in 
the,        ...... 

Do.    granted   at   the  land   office  west  of  Pearl 

river,  nnder  act  of  June,  1812, 
Alphabetical  list  of  claimants  in  tlie — 
Abner,  John  Jacob,     631,  638,  641,  661,  767,  788,  790 


636 
637 


645 
645 


859 
908 


82 

Abrahams,  Robert, 

626,  639,  754,  783,  885 

110 

Adams,  William, 

.894 

114 

Adam,  David, 

-       859 

119 

Adams,  Jacob, 

871,  881 

120 

Adams,  Charles, 

-       876 

131 

Adams,  John, 

-      894 

304 

Airhard,  Jacob, 

.      896 

Alba,  Stephen  de. 

-       871 

285 

Aldridge,  Thomas, 

-      902 

582 

Alexander,  Isaac  and  Joshua, 

-       859 

911 

Alexander,  William, 

-      859 

,91 

Alexander,  Reuben, 

-       BBS 
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Allen,  Joseph,  -  .  .  .       goo 

Alston,  Philip,  -  -  -  -       602 

Alston,  Solomon,  ....       602 

Alston,  John,  -  -  -      .      -       602 

Alston,  John  M.  ....       888 

Ambrose,  Ezra,  ...  -       868 

Ambrose,  William,  -  .  .  .       371 

Ambrose,  Stephen,  ....       892 

Amos,  James,  ....       gOl 

Amot,  John,  ....       631 

Andry,  Simon,  631,  633,  639,  640,  641,  642,  682,  683, 
718,  761,  770,  785,  795,  800,  803 
-  634,  638,  761,  767,  791,  802 
899,  904 
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Anderson,  Joseph, 
Anderson,  Darius, 
Anderton,  John, 
Andrews,  Ithmer, 
Andrews,  James, 
Andrews,  Arthur, 
Andrews,  Justus, 
Andrews,  Edmund, 
Anthony,  John, 
Arrananders,  Thomas, 
Arbuthnot,  James, 
Archenard,  Csesar, 
Armesto,  Andres  Lopez, 
Armstreet,  John, 
Armstrong,  John, 
Armstrong,  Alexander, 
Armstrong,  Francis, 
Armstrong,  Moses, 
Armstrong,  Sarah, 
Amot,  John, 
Ashley,  Robert, 
Ashley,  Thomas, 
Aspaho,  Anthony, 
Atchinson,  William, 
Atkins,  Wylie, 
Babcock,  John, 
Bachelot,  Charles, 
Bachelot,  Henry, 
Bacon,  Richard, 
Bailey,  George, 


618,  876 

-  883 

-      -      -   887 

-  894 

-  901 

-  900 

-  903 

-  902 

-  872 

-  866 
-  602,  862,  870 

-  902 

-  902 

-  903 

-  907 

-  891 
-   641,  774,  801,  853 

888,  904 

-  888 
627,  639 

-  861,  869,  906 

-  905 

-  902 

-  619 

-  623 

-  872 

-  895 
Baker,  John,  626,  627,  632,  635,  636,  639,  641,  643, 

703,  704,  717,  776,  785,  803,  854 

-  905 

-  619 

-  621 

-  877 
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Berry,  William, 
Berry,  Thomas, 
Bethel  congregation, 
Beverest,  Petei*, 
Bickley,  Adam, 
Bickham,  Abner, 
Biggs,  Caleb, 
Bilbo,  Matthew,    ■ 
Bilbo,  James, 
Bilbo,  Edna, 
Bills,  Thomas, 
Bingaman,  Adam, 
Bingaman,  Christian, 
Bingaman,  Christopher, 
Bird,  William, 


Baker,  Joshua, 
Baker,  Elizabeth, 
Baker,  Ezina, 
Baker,  Daniel, 
Baldridge,  Francis, 
Ballard,  Francis, 
Banks,  George  D. 
Barbaree,  Otto  V.  T 


626. 


869 


Barbour,  James, 
Barbut,  James, 
Barker,  Wiley, 
Barker,  Ephraim, 
Barker,  Daniel, 
Barland,  William, 
Barnes,  Elias, 
Barry,  Richard, 
Barron,  Richard, 
Barrow,  Zadock, 
Barton,  John, 
Bass,  Jeremiah, 
Bassett,  Thomas, 
Bassett,  Nathaniel, 
Bassett,  William, 
Bates,  Joseph, 
Bates,  Thomas,  630,  641 


643,  815,  833,  849,  901 


627,  632,  635,  636,  637,  641, 

741,  742 

-  601,  602,  609 

-  609 
630,  638,  657,  737,  789 

630,  637,  652,  717,  790 

-  630,  657,  737,  789 
875,  878,  880,  881,  886,  904 

-  895 

-  601 

631,  637,  701,  767,  790 

-  894 

-  887 

-  905 
629,  638,  664,  668,  737,  783 

737,  783 
860,  861 

-  630,  642,  823,  846 
642,  756,  764,  787,  829,  833, 

850 
Bates,  Joseph,  Jun.  -  -       640,  709,  762,  788 

Bates,  Ephraim,  -  -  -  873,  904 

Baugaud,  Claudio,  -  -     •        .  -       625 

Bay,  Elihu  Hall,  601,  605,  606,  626,  632,  635,  636,  639, 
745,  746,  747,  782,  907 


Bay,  William, 
Bazo,  Francis, 
Beard,  Isham, 
Beard,  Samuel, 
Beard,  Thomas, 
Bealk,  Benjamin, 
Bealle,  Andrew, 
Beckley,  Philippina, 
Bedsil,  J. 
Belly,  Peter, 
Bell,  John, 
Bell,  William, 
Bell,  Richard, 
Benoist,  Gabriel, 
Bentley,  John, 
Bennett,  Micajah, 
Bernard,  J. 
Bernard,  Joseph, 
Berry,  David 
Berry,  John, 


-  601 

-  886 

-  640,  771,  790 

-  900 

-  900 
859,  860,  878,  883 

-  865,  896,  899 

-  904 
890,  902 

-  .623 

-  872 

-  876 

-  885 
861,  872 

-  862 

-  899 

-  612 

-  862,  872,  908 

-  887 

-  901 


Bissardon,  Peter, 

Bisland,  John, 

Bisland,  Alexander, 

Bishop,  William, 

Blackburn,  R.  S. 

Blackburn,  Ephraim, 

Blackwell,  Nathan, 

Blommart,  John, 

Blount,  Luke, 

Blundcl,  Francis, 

Boardman,  Charles, 

Bodwell,  Enoch, 

Boland,  Andrew  K. 
Bolls,  John, 

Bolls,  James, 
Bolls,  Wilson, 

Bonner,  James, 
Bonner,  Willis, 
Bonner,  Moses, 
Bonner,  Joseph, 
Bonnell,  Elias, 
Boon,  Squire, 
Booth,  John, 
Boree,  John  Stephen, 
BouiUe,  Alexander  de. 
Bounds,  James, 
Bovard,  William, 
Boyd,  Alexander, 
Boyd,  Samuel, 
Boyd,  William, 
Boykin,  Francis, 
Boykin,  Solomon, 
Box,  Joseph, 
Brackin,  Andrew, 
Bradley,  Darling, 
Bradley,  Joseph, 
Brandon,  Gerard, 
Brashears,  Ann, 
Brashier,  Richard, 
Brashear,  Zadock, 
Brashears,  Tobias, 
Brashears,  Benjamin, 
Brassfield,  Reuben, 
Braxton,  C. 
Brazeale,  D.  W. 
Brazeale,  Ehsha, 
Bremarr,  Francis, 


90S 

-  891 
•     -       862 

627,  641 

-  861 

-  892 

-  893. 

-  631,  640,  720,  790 
-  639,  758,  792 

-  790 

-  883 

-  -      -  862, 868,  872 

-  877 

-  887 

-  892 

-  623 
625,  860,  861,  862,  863,  869 

-  860 

-  890 

-  623 

-  ■       -  -      871 
631,  637,  648,  712,  790,  885 

601,  886 

-  905 

-  904 
614,  860,  864,  871,  894 

-  888 

-  899 
859,  860,  870,  872,  887, 904 

860,  869 

869,  895 

•      -  -  861,  865 

867,  887 

-      865,  867,  871,  887 

-  863 
-  613,  863,  877 

-  880 

-  860 

-  872 


892,  903 
-  871,  876,  896 

-  898 

-  902 
631,  638,  687,  724,  786 

-       640,  720,  797,  855 
899,  900 

-  903 


860,  861 

-  617 
633,  638,  655,  738,  800,  802,  856 

-  634,  637,  791,  854 
860,  878 

-  869 

-  892 
860,  898 

-  907 

-  904 

-  601 
Brewer,  George,  630,  631,  638,  659,  684,  725,  726,791, 

794,  801,  853 
Brewer,  John,  631,  639,  640,  658,  685,  724,  738,  789, 

801 
Brewer,   George,  Sen.  637,   639,  640,  711,  724,  727, 

777,  789,  792 

-  638,  654,  787 

-  638,  661,  737,  789 

-  633,  638,  800,  802 

-  621 
888,  904 

861,  864,  869,  877,  906 

-  890 

-  622 

-  869,  888,  896 
627,  631,  642,  809,  836,  856 

-  625,  862,  872 

-  878 

-  906 
621,  880,  896,  907 


Brewer,  William, 
Brewer,  C. 
Brewer,  Patrick, 
Brezinn,  Francis, 
Bridges,  Samuel, 
Brocus,  William, 
Brooks,  John, 
Brooks,  Samuel, 
Brooks,  William, 
Broutin,  Narcissa, 
Brown,  William, 
Brown,  Obadiah, 
Brown,  William  and  George, 
Bruin,  Peter  B. 


Bryan,  Jeremiah,  -  -            -           621,  861 

Bryan,  Richard  S.  -  637,  711,  724,  727,  792 

Bryant  &  Snellgrove,  -  651,  712,  722,  776,  788 

Bryant,  Jesse,     ,  -  -             -  631,  637, 905 

Buford,  William,  631,  642,  643,  821,  833,  834,  840,  850, 

851 

BuUen,  John,  -  -             ...       860 

Bullock,  Stephen,  -  -             -       873 

Bullock,  Benjamin,  -  -            -             -       887 

Buller,  John,  -  -             -             -       887 

BuUen,  Joseph,  -  -             -           890,  906 

BuUard,  Joseph,  -  -             -             -       899 

Bunch,  Eli,  -  -            -             -       892 

Burd,  William,  -  -            -           -      901 
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606,  627,  636,  643,  842,  844,  851 

610,  872 

875,  891 

-       620 

-  612,  620,  860,  861,  903,  908 

-      621,  880,  895,  903 


Bui-doii,  George 
Burling,  Thomas, 

Burling,  Walter, 

Burnet,  James, 

Burnet,  Daniel, 

Burnet,  John, 

Burns,  John, 

Burke,  William, 

Burke,  Bridget, 

Burney,  John, 

Burney,  James, 

Burrows,  Gabriel, 

Burch,  John, 

Burch,  Washington, 

Burch,  William, 

Butcher,  Henry, 

Butler,  Richard, 

Butler,  Christopher, 

Butler,  William, 

Byrne,  Gerald, 

Cable,  John, 

Cable,  Jacob, 

Cabeau,  William, 

Cabanna,  Peter, 

Cadwallader,  John, 

Cain,  William, 

Calcote,  John, 

Callender,  Robert, 

Callender,  Alexander,       ...  -       862 

Callier,  James,  631,  632,  634,  636,  637,  638,  640,  643, 

651,  662,  674,  697,  712,  714,  722,  729, 

735,  761,  767,  776,  777,  779,  783,  788, 

791,  794,  802,  816,  824,  829,  848 

Callier,  John,       632,  636,  639,  688,  724,  774,  786,  852 

Callihan,  John,  -  -  -  865,  904 

Calvit,  Anthony,  -  -  -  615,  896 

Calvit,  Joseph,  -  -  -  860,  882 

Calvit,  Thomas,  -  -       860,  864,  880,  895 

Calvit,  Frederick,  -  -  -  860,  895 

Calvit,  Phffibe,  -     '      '  -  -  -       884 

Calvit,  William,  -  -  -  867,  870 

Calvit,  John,  -  -  -  -       870 

Callihan,  David,  -  -  -  -       901 

Calhoun,  John,  ....       903 

Campbell,  John,  -  -  -  -       869 

Campbell,  Joseph,  631,  643,  697,  761,  779,  783,  816, 
824,  828,  829,  835,  847,  848 


630,  631,  639,  720,  760,  788,  791 

-  791 
-   633,  637,  776,  793 

-  901 

631,  638,  663,  708,  782,  790,  855 
896,  907 

-  907 

-  872 

-  906 
-  861,  867,  868 

-  860 

-  876 
627,  641 

-  865 

-  895 

-  904 

-  896 

-  ■■    -     -   871 

-  903 

-  -     -   899 

-  601 


Campbell,  Gustavus, 
Campbell,  James, 
Caramack,  John, 
Cameron,  Duncan, 
Cameron,  Evan, 
Camus,  Peter, 
Cannada,  John, 
Cannon,  William, 
Canadine,  Parker, 
Canadine,  Richard, 
Canadine,  John  J. 
Canadine,  George  Rapalje, 
Carr,  Ann, 
Carter,  Rachel, 
Carter,  Nehemiah, 
Carter,  Robert, 
Carter,  Thomas, 
Carter,  Jesse, 
Carter,  Hezekiah, 
Carter,  Sarah, 
Carter,  Vincent, 
Carter,  Charles, 


904 

-  643 

-  621,  875,  887 
899,  900 

-  862 
872,  875 

-  639,  710,  798 

-  644 
859,  862,  863,  868 

863,  882 

-  863 

-  863 
602,  907 

-  869 

-  614,  901,  908 

-  860 

-  621 

-  859,  869,  871 
634,  640,  710,  801,  803,  855 

.869 

-  893 

-  891 
Carpenter,  Richard,  Caleb,  and  Joseph,  629,  641,  837, 

846 
Carpenter,  Richard, 
Carson,  Thomas, 
Carman,  Wilson, 
Cartwright,  P. 
Carney,  Martin, 
Carney,  William, 
Carroll,  James, 
Carroll,  John, 
CaiToU,  Benjamin, 
Carradine,  David, 
Carmichael,  John  F. 
Case,  William, 
Casbol,  Robert, 
Casseter,  Charles, 
Gason,  Charles, 
Cason,  William, 
Gaston,  Seth, 
Gaston,  AVilliam  R. 
Caston,  John, 
Castro,  Julian  de, 
Chaney,  Bailey  E. 


631,  638,  661,  767,  788 

-      633,  641,  736,  798 

640,  731,  799,  852 

-      613 


-  620 

-  890 

-  892 

-  890 

-  891 

-  861 

-  871 
635,  636,  640,  731,  800 

-  865 

-  896 

-  903 

-  905 

-  905 
631,  638,  772,  783,  790,  853 

-  892 
Chaney,  Emanuel,  633,  634,  637,  640,  726,  768,  788, 

799 
Chaney,  William,  -  -  -  -       876 

Chaney,  Edward,  -  -  -  -      907 
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Chastang,  Joseph,  -  -  -       *  714,  760 

Chambers,  John,  -  -  -  -       892 

Chambers,  Daniel,  -  .  -  .       880 

Chavue,  Shadrack,  -  -  -  -       903 

Chabot,  William,  .....       871 

Chabot,  Toussaint,  -  -----  -       878 

Chaibona,  Lewis,  ....       881 

Chacher^,  Lewis,  -  ...  .       890 

Chestang,  John,  638,  640,  671,  672,  714,  760,  761,  780, 

784,  785,  801,  802 

Chisholm,  Hugh  McD.      -  -  -  -       899 

Choate,  John,  -  -  -  -       622 

Choate,  Sarah,  .  -  -  .       822 

Christmas,  Nathaniel,  630,  633,  641,  643,  644,  765,  767, 

796,  816,  824,  829,  833,  850 

Cissna,  Charles,  ....      898 

Cissna,  William,  ....       898 

Claiborne,  F.  L.  -  -  -  871,  885 

Clarke,  William,  606,  607,  609,  627,  636,  643,  825,  826, 

845 
Clarke,  Edward,  .  -  -  .       ggo 

Clarke,  John,  634,  640,  779,  800,  856,  867,  896 

Clarke,  James,  -  -  -  890,  895 

Clarke,  Gibson,  -  -  -  867,  895 

Clarke,  Daniel,  -  -      866,  872,  877,  883 

Clarej  William,  -  -  -  -       617 

Clare,  Fuzelier  de  la,         -  -  -  -       625 

Clare,  George,  -  -  -  -       888 

Clawson,  Abraham,  ....       892 

Clapp,  Ebenezer,  ....       898 

Cleveland,  Sarah,  ....       865 

Cloyd,  Robert,  -  .  -  -       611 

Cloud,  Adam,  .  ...  616,  617 

Coale,  John,  -  .  -  -       901 

Cobb,  Jacob,  -  .  -  -       881 

Cobb,  William,  -  -  -  .891 

Cobb,  Arthur,  .  ■■  -  .891 

Coburn,  Samuel,  -  -  -  -       865 

Coburn,  Eliza  and  Ann,    ...  -       888 

Coburn,  Jacob,  ....       888 

Cocliran,   G.  613,  620,  625,  865,  871,  873,  877,  879, 
882,  884,  885,  887,  890,  905 
Cochran,  Robert,  -  -  -  865,  879 

Cochran,  Robert  and  George,       -  -  -       880 

Cockaram,  James,  -  -       631,  643,  820,  848 

Cogan,  Patrick,  -  .  -  -       865 

Cole,  James,  -  621,  873,  879,  896,  908 

Cole,  William,  -  -  -  -       882 

Cole,  Solomon,  -  -  .  -       882 

Cole,  Mary,  .  .  -  .892 

Cde,  John,  .  -  -  -      897 

Cole,  Mark,  -  .  -  891,  905 

Cole,  Matthew,  .  -  -  -       905 

Cole,  Stephen,  -  .  .  -  -      876 

Cole  &  McClendon,  -  -  -  -       633 

Coleman,  Francis,  604,  608,  626,  632,  636,  639,  751, 
752,  779,  782 
Coleman,  Ephraim,  -  .  -  865,  890 

Coleman,  Richard,  -  -       631,  643,  819,  842 

Coleman,  Israel,  ....       865 

Coleman,  William,  -  -   '  640,  718,  777,  803 

Coleman,  Jeremiah,  -  -  -  861,  870 

Coleby,  S.  and  others,      -  -  .  .621 

Collingsworth,  James,       -  -  -  .       906 

Collins,  William,  -  601,  625,  643,  817,  847,  873 

Collins,  John,  .  -  .  859,  867,  880 

Collins,  Charles,  -  .  -  -902 

Collins,  Dennis,  -  -  -  -       871 

Collins,  Theophilus,  -  .  -  -       875 

Collins,  Joshua,  -  .     ■        .  -       876 

Compton,  Stephen,  ...  -       905 

Comstock,  Thomas,  ....       871 

Conner,  William,  -  .       871,  872,  874,  892 

Conway,  Charles,  -  -  -  643,  817,  847 

Conway,  Maurice,  -  -  -  .611 

Conway,  William,  -  -  -  611,  625 

Connelly,  Christopher,      ...  -      623 

Connelly,  Patrick,  -  -       871,  879,  884,  886 

Cooper,  Samuel,  -  -  -  869,  891 

Cooper,  Maitin,  -  -  -  -       898 

Cooper,  WiUiam,  .  -       869,  888,  895,  899 

Codk,  Jesse,  .  -  -  -       904 

Cook,  John  and  Samuel,  -  .  .  -       903 

Copelen,  James,  -  630,  638,  722,  765,  787 

,  Corbet,  James,  -  -  "  -       ^^^ 

Corey,  Job,  -  -  -  612,  879,  880 

Corey,  David,  -  -  -  612,  908 

Corey,  Isaac,  -  -  ■  -      ^^^ 

Cousset,  Francis,  -  -  ■  "       872 

Coursey,  William,  ....       906 

Coursey,  Lewis,  -  -  -  '       "02 

Courtney,  John,  -  -       860,868,876,901 

Courtney,  Thomas,  -  -  -  ■       ^05 

Cowperthwaite,  Jacob,     -  -  -  -       878 

Cox,  Tench,  -         '   -  -  .602 

Coyle,  Hugh,  -  -  -  863,  887 
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Crabb,  Thomas, 
Crane,  S. 
Crane,  Lewis, 
Crane,  Waterman, 
Cravens,  John, 
Creighton,   Edward,  633,  63 

Crocket,  Ely, 
Crosby,  David  R. 
Crumpholt,  Jacob, 
Crunkleton,  John, 

Crunkleton,  James, 

Cummings,  Thomas, 

Cunningham,  William, 

Currey,  Jacob, 

Curtis,  Richard, 

Curtis,  Hannah, 

Curtis,  William, 

Curtis,  Benjamin, 

Curtis,  Jonathan, 

Cushing,  Elijah, 

Custard,  Maurice, 

Cypress,  Andrew, 

Dallas,  James, 

Daniel,  William, 

Daniel,  Thomas, 

Daran  Francis, 

Dardin,  Richard, 

Dardin,  Buckner, 

Davis,  Sarah, 

Davis,  Robert, 

Davis,  Hugh, 

Davis,  Martha, 

Davis,  Landon, 
Davis,  David, 
Davis,  Samuel, 
Davis,  Lewis, 
Davis,  John, 
Davis,  Micajah, 
Davis,  Daniel, 
Davis,  George, 
Davidson,  John  A. 
.  Davenport,  James, 
Davy,  Thomas, 
Dawes,  Joseph, 
Dawson,  John, 
Dawson,  Thomas, 
Day,  Benjamin, 
Day,  Henry, 
Dayton,  Phoebe, 
Dayton,  Ebenezer, 
Dean,  Seth,  626,  636,  641,  755. 

Dease,  John, 

Dearmond,  Samuel, 

Dealy,  James, 

De  Castro,  Julian,  -  631, 

De  Forge,  Peter,         605,   627, 

Delany,  John, 

Delgan,  Anthony, 

Demoy,  Charles  Arbon,    - 

De  Muy,  Charles  Arbon,  - 

Demos,  George, 

Demps}',  M'illiam, 

Denly,  James,      630,  639,  689, 

Denly,  John, 

Dennis,  John, 

De  Selle,  Lambert, 

Deval,  Richard, 

De  Witt,  Ezekiel, 

De  Witt,  Mary, 

Dias,  Joseph, 

Dickey,  George, 

Dickson,  David, 

Dillahunter,  William, 
Dillingham,  Maria, 
Divine,  William, 
Donnelly,  Patrick, 
.Donaldson,  Thomas, 
Dorsey,  Benjamin, 
Doud,  Roger, 
Doud,  Seth, 
Dougherty,  Anthony, 
Douglass,  David, 
Douglass,  Daniel, 
Douglass,  Archibald, 
Douglass,  Stephen, 
Douglass,  Elizabeth, 
Dove,  Rebecca, 
Dove,  Joseph, 
Dow,  Lorenzo, 
Downes,  Ambrose, 
Downes,  William, 
Drake,  Jacob, 
Drennon,  David, 
Uromgoole,  Frankey, 
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-  888 

-  621 
635,  636,  639,  770,  792 

-  865,  867,  869 

-  887 
9,  640,  699,  722,  771,  790, 

792 

-  902 

-  906 

-  891 

-  616 

-  616 

-  864 

-  -  -       861 

-  901 
860,  869 

-  878 

-  880,  885,  890,  901 
865,  873 

-  602,618,873,875 
620,  890 

-  859 

-  872 
867,  876 
890,  906 
627,  641 

'-     .       -  -       904 

-  -  -       902 

-  -       -  -       621 

-  ■ .    -  -       621 
869,  907 

-  869 
869,  894 

-  875 

-  890 

-  894 
•    -       901 

-  904 

-  904 
-       ■      -       905 

-  864 
892,  903 

-  609 

-  896 
626,  636,  641,  767,  782 

-  890 

-  621 

-  621 

-  ■      -  -       884 
879,  895 

,  756,  763,  765,  766,  767, 
779,  782,  790,  796 

-  633,  637,  704,  799 
-  899,  900 

-  620 
638,  772,  783,  790,  853 
636,  641,  643,  840,  845 

-  898 

-  890 
-      631,  724,  801,  802 

-  639 

-  897 

-  899 
690,  693,  725,  785,  786 

-  640,  778,  798 
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Uubroca,  Valentine,  630,  639,  643,  725,  794,  801,  828, 
^  ,  836,  848 

Duforest,  John  J.  -  .  .  .       §82 

Duhbar,  William,  610,  621,  864,  870,  872,  873,  875,  882 

891,  895 


-   623 

-  618,  886,  895 

884,  892 


-  640,  764,  799 

-  "   -   609 

-  902 

-  891 

-  904 
634,  640,  707,  797 

895,  906 

-  612 

-  867 

-  874 
878,  891 

-  872 
871,  873,  878,  880 

-  882 

-  888,  893,  895 

-  891 

-  862,  865,  902 

-  876 

-  602 

-  904 

-  905 

-  899 

-  901 


Dunbar,  Robert, 
Dunbar,  Joseph, 
Dunbar,  Ami, 
Dunn,  John, 
Dunn,  Cornelius, 
Dun,  Richard, 
Dunham,  Joseph, 
Dunham,  Reuben, 
Dunham,  Hugh, 
Duplantier,  Fergus  A. 
Dupree,  Howell, 
Dupree,  Sterling, 
Durbin,  Skipwith, 

Durbin,  Elizabeth, 

Durham,  Thomas, 

Dyer,  Reuben, 

Dj'son,  Joseph, 

Dyson,  Clement, 

Dyson,  Thomas, 

Dyson,  John 

Dwight,  Henry, 

Eastman,  Able, 

Eastes,  Elisha, 

Edwards,  Jesse, 

Bglinton,  Earl  of, 

Elam,  William  B. 

Eldergill,  John, 

Eldridge,  David, 

Ellicott,  Andrew, 

Elhott,  James, 


-  615,  616,  864,  873,  899,  908 

-  634,  640,  707,  797 

870,  874 
634,  640,  721,  798,  856 

-  642,  811,  850 

-  864 

-  -      903 

-  903 

-  903 

630,  638,  663,  728,  788 
634,  637,  648,  768,  788 

-  896 
860,  865 

-  601 

-  630,  643,  819,  850 

-  861 
•  876,  888 


-  621 

-  889 

-  907 
895,  904 

-  609 

-  900 
879,  887 

-  890 

-  896 
875,  880,  886 


Ellis,  John,  615,  618,  859,  865,  866,  868,  870,'871,'874, 
875,  903,  908 


ElUs,  Abraham, 
Ellis,  Margaret, 
Ellis,  William, 
Ellis,  Hardress, 
Ellis,  George, 
Elhs,  Owen, 
Ellis,  Richard, 
Ellis,  Mary, 
Ellis,  William  Cocke, 
Ellison,  John,  ....       882 

Epaho,  or  Espaho,  Anthony,   626,  639,  642,  694,  735, 
765,  783,  831,  847 


859,  861,  868,  870,  904 

-  859 

-  871 

-  896 

-  903 
;■            -             -       905 

-      859,  862,  865,  867 

-  867 


Erwin,  William, 
Erwin,  Archibald, 
Erwin,  John, 
Erwin,  Joseph, 
Erwin,  Thomas, 
Erwin,  Isaac, 
Erwin,  James, 
Esses,  Thomas, 
Estell,  William, 
Eugel,  PhilUppi, 
Evan,  Edward, 
Evans,  Edward, 
Evans,  Nathaniel, 
Evans,  Lewis, 
Evans,  Thomas, 
Evans,  Ezekiel, 
Everitt,  William, 
Ewing,  Thomas, 
Fairbanks,  William, 
Fake,  Michael, 
Falson,  Edmund, 


862,  902 
862,  898 

-  892 
901,  905 

-  886 

-  892 
895,  901 

-  906 

-  623 
873,  875 

-  602 

-  610 

-  882 
876,  891 


-  892 

-  875 
867,  904 

-  906 

-  623 
601 


Fanning,  Sylvester  and  James, 
Farr,  James,  630,  640,  643,  757,  781,  789,  817,  847 
Farmer,  Robert,  601,  605,  626,  632,  6o5,  636,  637,  741, 
742,  781,  782,  838,  839,  851 

-  892 
602,  862,  867,  872,  876,  891 

63i,  640,  758,  769,  799 

-  -       887 

-  863 
883,  896 

-  640,  777,  803 

-  896 
890 
602 


Farmer,  William, 

Farrar,  Benjamin, 

Farrar,  George, 

Farrar,  Alexander, 

Farquhar,  John, 

Faure,  Louis, 

Favre,  Simon, 

Febreau,  Bertrand, 

Fenton,  John, 

Fergusson,  James,  „v,^ 

Fergusson,   David,  620,  869,  876,  879,   881,  883,  891, 


894 

621,  870,  871,  879,  884,  891 

903,  907 

869,  87,3 


Fergusson,  William, 
Fergusson,  Joseph, 

Fergusson,  John,  -  -  ^^^,  wi  ,* 

Few,  Benjamin,  634,  641,  644,  761,  794,  805,  825,  832, 

850 
Fife,  Isaac,  -  -  -  864,  904 

Firman,  Daniel,  ....       621 

Firbj',  John,  -  -  -  602,  907 

Fitzgerald,  George,  .  -  -  863,  890 

Fitzpatrick,  Thomas,        -  -  -    •       -      898 
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Flannagan,  Joseph,  .  -  -  - 


Fleuriaii,  Charles 
Fletcher,  Josiah, 
Fletcher,  William, 
Fletcher,  James, 
Fletcher,  Benjamin; 
Flowers,  Josiah, 
Flowers,  Elisha, 
Flowers,  Samuel, 
Flower,  Ezekiel, 
Floyd,  Moses, 
Foalsome,  Israel, 
Foley,  Patrick, 
Fooy,  Benjamin, 
Fortier,  Michael, 
Fortner,  T.  and  V. 
Fortner,  Thomas, 
Fortner,  Vincent, 
Forget,  Charles, 
Fori,  Louis, 
Foreman,  W.  G. 
Foreman,  George, 
Forman,  David, 
Forman,  Ezekiel, 
Forman,  Augustina, 
Forman,  Margaretta, 
Forman,  Frances, 
Foreman,  Isma, 
Ford,  Robert, 
Ford,  John, 
Ford,  Joseph, 
Ford,  Thomas, 
Ford,  Hezekiah, 
Foster,  Thomas, 
Foster,  John, 
Foster,  William, 
Foster,  Thomas  and  Levi, 
Foster,  James, 
Foster,  Moses, 
Foster,  Mary,     . 
Foutinella,  Francisqp, 
Fowler,  J 


902 

-  872 
631,  643,  811,  832,  849 

875,  891 

-  880 
890,  891 

-  620,  876,  891 
864,  902 

-  866,  868,  876 

-  906 

-  903 

-  •    777,  782 
864,  868,  870,  881,  891 

-  884 

-  872 

-  612 
-•    621 

-  900 
.-      625 

-  880 
-  618,  870,  875,  876,  878,  880 

-  862 
870,  882 

-  868,  870,  882 

-  870 

-  870 

-  ■     -  -      870 

-  892 

-  .      -  -      861 
.-       865 

-  865,  867,  894,  898 

-  887 

-  ■      -       899 
612,  867,  881,  895,  908 

-  613,  863,  871 

-  •     623,  860 

-  '        -  -      861 

-  862,  868,  888 
-■  901 
-'861 

626,  639,  695,  759,  785 

-  870 
Fradgely,  William,  605,  606,  626,  632,  636,  639,  782 
Frazier,  James,  623,  626,  639,  681,  738,  781,  784,  883 
Frazier,  Thomas,  ....  877 
Frazier,  Micajah,  .  -  -  -  90S 
Francies,  John,  -  -  ■<  -  905 
Freeman,  Thomas,  .  .  -  -  896 
Frend,  Samuel,  -  -  .  -  630,  643 
Fricker,  WUliam,  -  -  -  601,  602,  609 
Frouillet,  Peter,  -  ...  -  626 
Fry,  Thomas,  -  .  .  -  ,  -  602 
Fulsome,  Ebenezeri  -  -  -  .  -  893 
Furiow,  Robert,  -  -  -  -  901 
Furlow,  Wilham,  ....  904 
Furney,  George,  ....  880 
Fuzelier,  Gabriel,  -  -  :  -  623 
GaiUard,  Isaac,  -  -  614,  865,  868,  870 
Gains,  Young,  626,  627,  630,  639,  643,  679,  680,  727, 

760,  761,  794,  801,  803 


Galbreath,  Joseph, 

-      898 

Gallagher,  Jacintha, 

- 

-      610 

Galtney,  Abraham, 

- 

-  .    877 

Garvey,  Henry, 

- 

- 

- 

-      610 

Gamier,  William, 

- 

■: 

601,  602 

Garland,  William  G. 

. 

- 

-      879 

Gardner,  A. 

. 

. 

. 

-      890 

Gardner,  William, 

-      906 

Gaskins,  John, 

. 

-      894 

Gatland,  Edward, 

. 

. 

634, 

637,  764,  792 

Gatlen,  Edward, 

. 

. 

-      637 

Germain,  Jeremiah, 

-      601 

Gibson,  Reuben, 

. 

. 

863,  868 

Gibson,  John, 

. 

. 

864,  902 

Gibson,  Samuel, 

-862, 

866, 

869, 

873,  876,  904 

Gibson,  Randall, 

-      866 

Gibson,  David, 

. 

. 

-      869 

Gibson,  Gibeon, 

- 

. 

. 

866,  867 

Gibson,  James, 

- 

-      878 

Gibson,  Malachi, 

. 

. 

-      902 

Gibson,  Gadi, 

- 

. 

- 

-      902 

Gibson,  Nathaniel, 

. 

. 

-      902 

Gibson,  Gideon, 

. 

-      902 

Gibson,  Tobias, 

-      902 

Gibson,  Stephen, 

-      902 

Gill,  Andrew, 

. 

- 

-      873 

Gilliard,  Theodore, 

-  605 

627 

636 

643,  843,  851 

Gilliam,  William, 

634,  640 

713 

717 

779,  800,  856 

Gilbert,  W. 

-      867 

Gilbert,  Christian, 

- 

-      877 

Gilbert,  John, 

. 

-      904 

Gillespie,  William, 

-      863 

Girault,  John,  623, 

863,  869, 

873, 

876, 

877,  881,  886, 
895,  908 

Girault,  Francis  S. 

. 

-      861 

Girault,  Maria, 

- 

865.  867 
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Glass,  Anthony,  -             -       889,  896,  903,  904 

Glasscock,  William,  ....       892 

Godley,  William,  ....      602 

Goodail,  Samuel,  -             ...             .      905 

Goodail,  Benjamin,  -            -             .             .       9O6 
Goodwin,  Thomas,  634,  639,  714,  775,  791,  800,  853, 

855 

Goodwin,  Richard,  ....       871 

Goodwin,  Pho:be,  -             .             .             .       892 

Gordon,  John,  -             -       633,  639,  734,  800 

Gorman,  William,  ....       863 

Gormley,  James,  ....       888 

Gosset,  Ebenezer,  ....       896 

Grandpre,  Rosalia  de,  -             -            -            .       880 

Grandpri,  Charles  de,  ....       879 

Grant,  Allen,  -  605,  627,  636,  643,  843,  851 

Grant,  WilUam,  ....       goj 

Grafton,  D.  -             -            -             -       864 

Grafton,  John,  ....       869 

Grass,  Anthony,  -            -             -           867,  886 

Graton,  Rebecca,  ....       893 

Graves,  Richard,  -            -             -'          878,  901 

Graves,  Francis,  -             •   ■          -             -       901 

Graves,  John,  ....       901 

Gray,  Ruffin,  ....       892 

Green,  Thomas,*  -             -       611,  615,  861,  908 

Green,  Edward,  ....       612 

Green,  Rawleigh,  -            -      639,  733,  793,  854 

Green,  William,  633,  637,  711,  725,  781,  793,  855 

Green,  Thomas  M.  -             -       859,  861,  866,  896 

Green,  Abner,  -           859,  861,  875,  878,  901 

Green,  Joseph,  -             -             -           861,  898 

Green,  Everard,  -           862,  865,  869,  880,  908 

Green,  Abrahfiin,  -            -            -          861,  862 

Green,  Henry,  -             -             -             -       870 

Green,  Maria,  ....       861 

Green,  Filmer  and  Abram,  -          *  -           861,  862 

Green,  Nathan,  ....       888 

Greenfield,  Jesse,  -             -             -             .       866 

Greenleaf,  David,  -            -            -  867,  872,  880 

Griffin,  James,  -           630,  637,  649,  787,  853 

Griffing,  John,  -             .       860,  864,  866,  880 

Griffin,  Absalom,  ....      869 

Griffing,  G.  -             -             .           870,  871 

Griffin,  William,  -             -             -           .  .       889 

Griffin,  Jesse,  ....       902 

Griffin,  Jonas,  -            -      .      -            -      902 

Griffin,  Furney,  ....      902 

Griffing,  Jeremiah,  ....       903 

Griffin,  Robert,  -            -            -            -      903 

Griffing,  Gabriel,  -             -             -           864,  866 

Grimbear,  Simon,    .  .  .  ■      .            .            .      888 

Guice,  Abrahani,  ....      859 

Guice,  Christopher,  -            -            -          864,  869 

Guice,  Michael,  ....      864 

Guice,  Jonathan,  -             -             -           869,  887 

Guice,  Jacob,  .     -            -            -            -      887 

Guion,  Isaac,  -            -            -          871,  881 

Gurnet,  Patrick,  ....       876 

Hackler,  Martin,  ....       887 

Hackler,  Samuel,  ....       888 

Haines,  Peter,  ....       905 

Hainsworth,  Levin,  -           633,  637,  640,  770,  798 

Haldeman,  Anthony  Francis,         -             -             -       609 

Haldemand,  Frederick,     -  -             .           602,  609 

Hall,  Edmund,  -             -             -             .887 

Hamilton,  Jesse,  ....       869 

Hamilton,  John,  -             -       '     -             -       893 

Hamberlin,  John,  -             -             -            -       892 

Hamberlin,  WilUam,  -            -            -            -      895 

Hanna,  John,  -            -            -            -      905 

Hannon,  Barton,  ....       88T 

Hannon,  Phihp,  -             -             -             -       862 

Hapalge,  Garret,  -             -             -             -       908 

Hardesty,  Thomas,  -            -            ;            -      873 

Hardy,  Thomas,  -            -            -            -      602 

Hare,  Andrew,  ....       880 

Harman,  Jacob,  -             -             -             -       612 

Harman,  Thomas,  -            -            -            -      884 

Harman,  James,  ....       894 

Harman,  Hezekiah,  -            -            -  623,  864,  907 

Harman,  Christian,  -            -            -  876, 887,  891 

Harrison,  Benjamin,  -  630,  641,  712,  717,  790,  853 

Harrison,  Joseph,  ...           867,  887 

Harrison,  Richard,  862,  867,  868,  870,  882,  883,  89] 

Harrison,  Patsey,  ....       884 

Harwell,  Ransom,  -  633,  639,  705,  776,  793,  854 

Hargrave,  William  H.   633,  640,  726,  727,  778,  798, 

^  799 

Hartley,  Michael,  630,  643,  644,  816,  824,  825,  833, 

850,  851 

Hartley,  John,  -            -      861,  865,  867,  882 

Harding,  Lyman,  ....       891 

Harper,  Jesse,  -             -  ^        -             -       897 

Harper,  Samuel,  ....       901 

HarrigiU,  Daniel,  -            -            -          891, 907 
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Harrington,  Thomas,         -  -  .  . 

Havaid,  David, 
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Hawkins,  Uichard, 
Hawkins,  John, 
Hawley,  Daniel, 
Hayes,  James, 
Hazletop,  James, 
Heady,  Samuel, 
Helverson,  Godfrey, 
Henderson,  John, 
Henderson,  Stephen, 
Henderson,  Dorothy, 
Henderson,  William, 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Henderbrand,  David, 
Hennington,  Jolm, 


630,  641,  762,  772,  791 

-  641,  768,  800 

-  887 

-  893 

-  901 

-  891 

-  630,  637,  701,  790 
614,  863,  855,  858,  875,  908 

-  619,  887,  891 

-  ■       -  -871 
.    -             -  614,  876,  880 

-  863,  867,  868,  869 

-  889 
905 


Henry,  Lemuel,  631,  642,  644,  694,  735,  765,  783,  814, 
825,  829,  847,  851 
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Hunt,  William,  631,  633,  639,  641,  728,  787,  799 

Hunt,  David,  ....       898 

Hunter,  Henry,  -  .  .  867,  873 

Hunter,  Nansworthy,         -  -  .  867,  873 

Hutchins,  Thomas,  -  -  .  602,  882,  885 

Hutchiiis,  Anne,  ....       859 

Hutchins,  John,  -  -  -  859,  882 

Hutchins,  Celeste,  ....       859 

Hutchins,  Samuel,  -  -  ,  -       863 

Hutchins,  Anthony,  -  .       859,  863,  867,  885 

Hutchins,  Eliza  Maria  Celeste,      .  .  .       869 

.903 

-  632,  636,  640,  718,  787,  852 

-  894,  903,  904 

.      904 

-      898 


Herren,  Thomas, 
Hergeroeder,  Henry, 
Hestler,  Martin, 
Hicks,  Benjamin, 
Hickey,  Daniel, 
Hickman,  William, 
Higden,  Jephtha, 
Hill,  Peter, 
Hill,  John, 
Hill,  Robert, 
HiUis,  William, 
Hinds,  Edward, 
Hines,  John, 
Hinson,  John, 
Hiorn,  William, 
Hocombe,  John, 
Hodge,  David, 


905  . 

-  871 : 

-  877  I 
-  -      9.03 

-  625  ! 

-  901 
860,  896  ■ 


630,  638,  663,  728,  788 

-  906 

-  641,  739,  787 
630,  638,  677,  706,  784 

.      859 

.      870 

601,  602 

Hoggatt,  James,  607,  626,  632,  636,  639,  753,  781,  782, 

862,  872 
Hoggatt,  Anthony,  632,  636,  638,  777,  783,  865,  866, 

873,  896,  897 
-  632,  636,  638,  639,  786,  852 

-  860,  866,  887 

-  891 
891,  893 

-  602 

-  888,  899,  906 

-  906 

-  890 
.  618,  897 


Hoggatt,  Wilford, 
Hoggatt,  William, 
Hoggatt,  Philip, 
Holland,  John, 
Holliday,  Samuel, 
HoUaday,  Simeon, 
Holden,  Thomas, 
Holden,  Joseph, 
Holt,  John, 
Holt,  David, 

HoUmger,  Adam, .  630,  631,  633,  638,  641,  642,  724, 
763,  774,  786,  792,  805,  822,  832, 


Holmes,  Sarah, 
Holmes,  Benjamin, 
Holmes,  Simpson, 
Holbrook,  Austin, 
Holly,  Nathaniel, 
Holly,  Samuel, 
Hook,  Benjamin, 
Hook,  Simon, 
Hooper,  Absalom, 
Hooper,  Innis^ 
Hooser,  John, 
Hootsell,  William, 
Hooven,  Benjamin, 
Hooter,  Michael, 
Hopkins,  Gideon, 
Hopkins,  John, 
Hornsby,  Leonard, 
Horton,  Abraham, 
Horton,  Enoch, 
Hortsuck,  Christian, 
Hostler,  John, 
House,  Joseph, 
House,  John, 


859 


894 
887 


-  892 
892,  896 

-  602 

-  .      .       886 
V             -  .905 

-  •      -  -      901 
630,  642,  810,  833,  849 

-  862 

-  867 

-  880 

-  ,     -  -      901 

-  867,  871,  890 


.•  638,  676,  788 
.      901 
Howard,  Joshua,  620,   626,  636,  639,  729,  781,  783, 
863,  876,  891 
Howard,  James,  .  .  .  866,  892,  894 

Howard,  Charles, 
Howey,  William, 
Hoyes,  William, 
Hubbard,  Thomas, 
Hubbard,  Lemuel, 
Hubbard,  William, 
Hubbard,  Amos, 
Huckaby,  James, 
Huffman,  Jacob, 
Hughes,  James, 
Hughes,  Daniel, 
Hughes,  Felix, 
Humphreys,  George  W 
Humphreys,  Eustace, 
Humphreys,  Lewis, 
Humphreys,  Joel, 
Humphreys,  Ralph, 


894 

-  890 
.       883 

891,  903 

-  906 
.  622 
.898 

634,  639,  715,  732,  759,  793,  855 

-  904 

-  601 
.      602 

-  897 
879,  891 

.  868,  882,  896 
.      904 

-  906 

-  620 


Hunt,  Abijab,  610,  618,  644,  838,  852,  873,  876,  878, 
880,  891,  893,  894,  895,  896,  902,  904 


Hutchinson,  William, 
Hutson,  N.  Kenner, 
Hyland,  James, 
Hyland,  Jacob, 
Hynum,  James,  . 
Ingles,  Thomas, 
Irvine,  Francis, 
Isiiiwood,  Barnabas, 
Israel,  Philetus, 
Ivers,  William, 
Ivers,  John, 
Ivy,  Nathaniel, 
Jacobs,  Susanna, 
Jacobs,  Henry, 
Jackson,  Isaac, 
Jackson,  Reuben, 
Jackson,  Joseph, 
Jackson,  William, 
Jackson,  Samuel, 
James,  Thomas, 
.  James,  John, 
James,  Bartholomew, 
Jelks,  Reuken, 
Jett,  Stephen, 
Johnson,  William, 
Johnson,  Isaac, 


623 


867 
623 


.      863 
.      601 

-  892 

-  901 

-  905 
.       602 

626,  641 

-  904 

-  601 
.      890 

-  896 

-  891 

-  904 
.      602 

618,  864,  867,  891,  903 

Johnson,  John,  627,  630,  632,  636,  639,  642,  644,  678, 

705,  786,  827,  846 

Johnson,   Daniel,  630,   631,  632,   636,   658,  639,  678, 

706,  717,  719,  759,  760,  784,  785,  788 

Johnson,  Solomon,  630,  637,  639,  725,  786,  801,  802, 

803 
.892 
902,  905 

-  903 

-  859 
602,  863 

640,  710,  801,  803,  855,  882 

860,  904 

861,  872 
.  892 
.  897 
.   900 

615,  900 

.   902 

.   902 

-    -   .      905 

-  905 
.625 

630,  639 

.   887 

.   895 

.  869,  873,  907 

-  863 

-  863 
627,  642 

.  627,  541,  642 
641,  642 
626,  641,  756,  767,  782 
.  634 
.  634 
.  601 
.   892 

-  900 
.900 

..     .     -   &10 

-  625 
-  639,  775,  800,  855,  873,  895 

.   868 

-  869 
.   860 


Johnson,  Edmund, 

Johnson,  Joseph, 

Johnson,  Henry, 

Joiner,  WilUam, 

Jones,  James, 

Jones,  Robert, 

Jones,  Jonathan, 

Jones,  Jol>n, 

Jones,  David, 

Jones,  George, 

Jones,  Harwood, 

Jones,  Francis, 

Jones,  William, 

Jones,  Jeremiah, 

Jones,  Jacob, 

Jones,  Moses, 

Jones,  James  and  Evan, 

Jones,  Thomas, 

Jones,  Charles, 

Jones,  Russell, 

Jordan,  Thomas, 

Joyce,  Maurice, 

Joyce,  John, 

Jurzan,  Pitiagad, 

Jurzan,  Peter, 

Juzant,  Pelagia  L. 

JTuzant,  Francis, 

Kannady,  John, 

Kannady,  David, 
Kelly,  Patrick, 

Kelly,  Sarah, 
Kemp,  Jonathan, 

Kemp,  Isaac, 
Kemplin,  Nicholas, 
Kennedy,  James, 
Kennedy,  Daniel, 
Kenner,  William, 
Kenner,  Sarah, 
Kennison,  Nathaniel, 
Kennison,  William, 
Kidd,  Robert, 
Killingworth,  Francis, 
Killian,  George, 
Killian,  Joseph, 
Killcrease,  William, 
Kirabre,  Rebecca, 
Kimble,  Frederick, 
King,  Joseph, 
King,  Prosper, 
King,  P.  and  R. 
King,  Caleb, 


631,  642,  807,  833,  849 
867,  877 

-  877 

-  904 
657,  738 

-  863 
502,  621 

612,  860,  880,  887,  897,  908 
614,  618 
619,  879 
King,'  Benjamin,  626,  633,  639,  641,  722,  777,  782,  792 
King,  Justus,  -  -      614,  618,  873,  887 
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894 
899 
902 


866,  871 
897,  907 
890,  895 

-  899 

-  619 

-  901 

-  904 

r  900 

.  -   899 
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Kine-,  Richard,   860,  861,  863,  864,  868,  879,  880,  882, 
887,  894,  895,  896 
King-,  Charles,  -  -  -  864,  872,  891 

Kmg-,  Henry,  ...  -  .       87o 

King,  Catharine,  ....       880 

King-,  William  Henry,        -  -  -  -       880 

King-,  Edward,  -  - 

King,  Jesse,  -  -     ' 

King,  J^mes, 
King,  John, 

Kipley,  Leonard,  -  .  -   ^ 

Kiper,  Henry, 
,     Kirk,  James, 

Kirkland,  Zachariah,         -  -       . 

Kirkwood,  William, 
Kitchens,  Benjamin,  -  r 

Knapp,  Abraham, 
Kneelan,  John, 

Kneeland,  Ira  C.  -  - 

Knight,  William,  -  -      ' 

Knox,  Robert,  -  - 

Lacy,  Thomas, 
Lacy,  William,  -  -       '      .  -       898 

Lacy,  Samuel,  -     ,        -  r  -       901 

Lafleur,  Henry,  -  -  -  -       885 

Lamb,  Joseph,  -  -  -  627,  636,  643 

Lambert,  Rhoda,  -'  -  -  -       878 

Lambert,  David,  .  -  -  887,  892 

Lamphier,  Thomas,  .  "  -  -  -       893 

Land,  James,  -  -  -  -       905 

Landrum,  Zachariah,        -  -      634,  639,  733,  797 

Lanehart,  Adam,  ...  -       895 

Lanier,  Benjamin,  -    .         -  -  -       891 

Lapointe,  John  B.  -  ...       895 

Lathrop,  Isaac,  ....       623 

Lattimore,  David,  -  -       874,  877,  878,  892 

Lattimore,  William,  ....       874 

Lawrence,  Ann,  631,  632,  636,  639,  640,  688,  721,  725, 
757,  777,  784,  789,  852 
Lawrence,  Joseph,  -  -  -  -       643 

Lawrence,  William,  ....       901 

Lawrence,  Jason,  -  -  -  -      879 

Lea,  Christopher,  -  -  -  -       886 

Lea,  Jesse,  -  ...  .       901 

Lea,  William,  -         •    -  -  ■  -       904 

Leatherman,  Daniel,  -  -  r  .       902 

Le  Breton,  Bartholomew,  -     .       -   '         -       872 

.    Ledbetter,  Henry, 

■  "      "  631,  638,  656,  738,  776,  789 

-  895 

-  873 

-  860 

-  864,  876,  882 

-  863 

-  874,  875,  883 
875,  876 


Lee,  Richard, 
Lee,  John  Still, 
Lee,  William, 
Lefflers,  Margaret, 
Lejeune,  David, 
Lemmon,  William, 
Lemon,  Francis, 
I>emos,  Manuel  Gayoso  de. 


Leonard,  Gilbert, 
Leonard,  Israel, 
Lewis,  John, 
Lewis,  Figures, 
Lewis,  Edwin,   633 


Lewis,  Francis, 

Lewis,  William, 

Lewis,  Moses, 

Lewis,  Seth, 

Lewis,  A. 

Lewis,  Joseph,  Dr. 

Lewis,  Sarah, 

Lewis,  Asahel, 

Lewis,  Samuel, 

Lewis,  David, 

Linder,  John, 

Lindsey,  William  &  Co. 

Lintot,  Bernard, 

Lintot,  William, 

Little,  Abraham, 

Lloyd,  Joseph  W.  A. 

Lobdill,  James, 

Locks,  Isaac, 

Logan,  Hugh, 

Lord,  Tomasina, 

Lorero,  Domingo, 

Lorimer,  John, 

Lott,  John, 

Lovelace,  John, 

Lovelace,  Edward, 

Lovelace,  Thomas, 

Lowe,  James, 

Lowry,  Gideon, 

Lum,  Jesse, 

Lum,  William  and  Hanna, 

Lum,  John, 

Lum,  Samuel, 

Lum,  David, 

Lusk,  John, 


619,  876 

-  623 
633,  638,  659,  719,  792 

637,  639,  700,  707,  708,  711,  725, 
735,  781,  788,  793,  854,  855 
-  627,  636,  643 
-      610,  867,  896,  902 
'  -      867 

-  867 

-  871 


871,  872 

-  871 

-  872 

-  903 
631,  642,  809,  814,  815,  833,  846,  847 

-  876 
868,  887 

-  625,  875,  891,  896 

-  604,  626,  639 

-  602,  615,  906,  908 
895,  903 

-  875 
621,  623 

-  623 
881,  896 
601,  907 

607,  626,  632,  636,  637,  783 
876,  883 

-  892 

-  894 

-  641,  766,  796 

-  899 

-  ■       -  621,  859,  890 

-  859 

-  870 
.       8981 

-  899 
859,  862,  878,  883,  891 
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Lusk,  Samuel,  -  -  -  .       892 

Lusk,  William  A.  ....       892 

Lusk,  Levi,  ....       395 

Lusk,  Jacob,  ....       895 

Lyman,  Thaddeus,  -  -      601,  602,  609,  882 

Lyon,  Samuel,  -  631,  643,  820,  848,  900 

McCuUagh,  Alexander,   601,   606,  626,  627,  632,  636, 
637,  644,  739,  782,  838,  851,  891 


McCaleb,  Daniel, 
McCaleb,  William, 
McCaleb,  Samuel, 
McCaleb,  John, 
McCaleb,  James, 
McCurtin,  Cornelius, 
McClendon,  Sandford, 
McClendon,  Dennis, 
McClindon,  Debois, 
McCole  &  McClendon,      - 
McCay,  Alexander, 
McCoy,  D. 
McCoy,  John, 
McCall,  Ezra, 
McCrorey,  Thomas, 
McCulloch,  Alexander,     - 
McCulloch,  John, 
McCulloch,  James  L. 
McCuUen,  Micajah, 
McCabe,  Edward, 
McCabe,  Rebecca, 
McCann,  Cornelius, 
McDermot,  P. 
McDaniel,  William, 
McDonald,  Willis, 
McDonald,  Ambrose, 
McElwee,  James, 
McFarlan,  David,    . 
McGillivray,  Daniel, 
McGrew,  James,  630,  638,  1 


904 

-  601 

-  .     -      902 

-  900 
900,  904 

626,  638,  668,  786 

634,  640,  733,  800 

639,  728 

-  637 

-  708,  793,  855 

-  904 

-  870 
614,  905 

-  890 

-  893 

-  891 

-  -      894 

-  901 

-  901 
875,  879 
887,  891 

622,  908 

631,  642,  834,  851 

.      888 

-  902 

-  902 

-  877 

-  874 
6,  725,  769,  785,  853 

McGrew,  John,  631,  632,  636,  638,  640,  729,  734,  772, 
786,  787,  852 
McGrew,  Clarke,  631,  632,   636,  641,  693.  734,  769, 

783,  787,  853,  856 
McGrew,  William,  -  -      633,  637,  772,  787 

McGrew,  John  Flood,   634,   640,  693,  734,  738,  770, 

783,  786,  853,  855 
McGrew,  J.  F.  &  Co.        -         .  -  -  -      638 

McGrew,  Constant,  -  -      638,  738,  769,  787 

McGrew,  Alexander,         -  -      638,  734,  772,  787 

McGill,  James,  -  -  -  -       621 

Mcintosh,  John,  603,  626,  632,  636,  637,  744,  781,  782 


Mcintosh,  William, 
Mcintosh,  Eunice, 
Mcintosh,  James, 
Mcintosh,  Alexander, 
Mclntyre,  James, 
McKiernan,  Charles, 
McKee,  John, 
McKimm,  E. 
McKenna,  Constantine, 
McNeely,  James, 
McNeely,  Daniel, 
McWaters,  James, 
Mackey,  William, 
Mackey,  Jonathan, 
Madden,  Manuel, 
Magill,  James, 
Mahan,  Samuel  S. 


863,  864,  872,  875,  891 

-  868,  873,  879 

-  868,  872,  879 

-  602,  862,  882 

-  861,  867,  868 

-  862 

-  896 

-  620 
.-      875 

-  892 
.      906 

-  901 
895,  899 

-  904 
865,  883 

-  890 

-  881 


Malone,   Thomas,  627,   631,  633,  640,  641,  642,  722, 

774,  798,  801,  853,  856 

635,  636,  638,  701,  677,  789,  853 

-      887 


Malone,  Peter, 
Maltze,  Charles  M 
Mann,  Frederick, 
Manadue,  Henry, 
Marsh,  Cyrus, 
Martin,  Peter, 
Martin,  Athanasius, 
Martin,  John, 
Martin,  Ann, 
Martin,  Abraham, 
Martin,  Thomas, 
Marbles,  Earl, 
Marshall,  William, 
Marshall,  Samuel, 
Marshall,  George, 
Marschalk,  Andrew, 
Marshall,  S.  B. 
Marble,  Abner, 
Marble,  Ezra, 
Marble,  Theophilus, 
Marble,  Stephen, 
Marler,  Charles, 
Mason,  Samuel, 
Matthews,  George, 
Matthews,  Hugh, 
Matthews,  James  Allen, 
Matthews,  Joshua, 


-  621 
863,  890 

-  899 

-  623 

-  880 
862,  898 
874,  887 

-  892 
887,  890 
868,  892 

601,  602,  609,  907 

-  868 
900,  903 

-  886 

-  903 


-  904 

-  892 

-  888 
616,  617 
613,  869 

-  873 

-  902 
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Mather,  George,  -  -  .  . 

Mather,  James,  •        -  .  .  883 

Matlock,  Gideon, 

Mayes,  Abraham,  -  .  .  . 

Mayes,  Sarah,  .  -  .  ^ 

Maylone,  John,  -  -  .  . 

Mayfield,  Reuben, 

Meison,  James, 

Metzo,  Frederick, 
Middleton,  Stephen, 
Mills,  William, 
Mills,  John, 
Mills,  James, 
Miles,  Priscilla, 
Miles,  Moses, 
Miller,  Jacob, 
Miller,  Stephen, 
Miller,  Christopher, 
Miller,  Richard, 
Miller,  William, 
Miller,  Robert, 
Miller,  Joseph, 
Miller,  Daniel, 
Miller,  John, 
Millikin,  John, 
MlUigan,  James, 
Millburn,  Henry, 
Milton,  Michael, 


898,  899 


601,  631,  642,  807,  833,  849 

-  631,  642,  807,  848 

-  631,  642,  815,  847 

-  634,  640,  771,  798 

-  905 
630,  641,  712,  790,  853 

-  863 
-  873,'878,  883 

876,  891 
888,  900 

-  890 

-  894 

-  878 
•      -             .     ■       -       900 

-  644 


887,  900 
631,  642,  819,  848 
Mims,   Samuel,   606,  607, -626,  627,  630,  638,  641,  643, 
644,  696,  766,  785,  824,  825,  826,  833,  845,  849 
Minor,  John,        862,  867,  868,  870,  873;  875,  876,  881 
Minor,  Stephen,  -  .  -  876,  880,  883 

Minor,'  Stephen  B.  -  .  -  -       879 

Minor,  William,  -  -  -  .       879 

Miro,  Peter,  .  -  .•  .       625 

Mitchell,  David,  -  863,  864,  875,  876,  877,  880 

Mitchell,  John,  -  .  .  .       gg2 

Monroe,  David,  -  .  .  .       860 

Montgomery,  Alexander,  -  612,  613,  864,  873,  892,  908 
Montgomerj',  Samuel,       .  .  -  .       ggg 

Montgomery,  William,      -  -  .  890,  899 

895 
901 
901 
613 
873,  895 


Montgomery,  John, 
Montgomery,  Robert, 
Montgomery,  Joseph, 
Montgomery,  J. 
Monsanto,  Benjamin, 
Moore,  Robert,  610,  8i 


i,  873,  875,  876,  881,  882,  884, 
891,  895,  906 
Moore,  James,  610,  625,  873,  875,  877,  880,  881,  886, 

891,  896 

-  610,  873,  896 

632,  636,  639,  725,  757,  784 

626,  636,  639,  781,  783 


Moore,  Samuel  P. 
Moore,  Moses, 
Moore,  Arthur, 
Moore,  Lewis, 
Moore,  Robert  K.  ....       gj'g 

Moore,  William,  -  .  .  610, 880,  886 

Moore,  Joseph,  .  .  .  -       900 

Moore,  Henry,  ....       9(/i 

Moore,  William,  Walter,  and  Alexander,  .  -      873 

Moore,  Alexander,  .  .  .  875,  876 

Morris,  John,  .  -  .  627,  642 

Morrison,  William,  ....       885 

Morrison,  James,  ....       868 

Morgan,  Jordan,  631,  633,  638,  640,  7l5,  738, 17 &,  789, 

801,  802 


Morgan,  William, 
Morgan,  James, 
Morgan,  Thomas, 
Morgan,  Jemima, 
Morgan,  John, 
Morrow,  Robert  H. 
Moss,  Patsey  Westly, 
Mosely,  Thomas, 
Monson,  Telfair, 
Mulkey,  David, 
Mulholland,  Charles, 
Mundel,  Andrew, 
Mungftr,  Anna, 


-  634,  637,  647,  799 

-  637,  647,  776,  79^ 
865,  898 

-  618 

-  905 

-  904 
-       -      -       860 

-  906 

-  878 

-  892 

-  875 

-  903 

-  631,  638,  660,  789 
Munger,  Hiram,  631,  634,  637,  640,  653,  788,  791,  853, 

856 
631,  637,  653,  791,  853 
876,  878 
633,  639,  705,  774,  797,  854 

-  870 
871,  883 


Munger,  Sampson, 
Murdock,  John, 
Murrell,  William, 
Murray,  Thomas, 
Murray,  William, 
Murray,  Edward, 
Murphree,  John, 
Mygatt,  Daniel, 
Nail,  Henry, 
Nailer,  Francis, 
Nailer,  John, 
Narbonne,  Maria  J. 
Nealans,  William, 
Nealy,  Westly  W. 
Neel,  Abraham, 
Neely,  WUliam, 


900,  905 

620,  888 

632,  636,  637,  640,  787,  788,  852 

-  895 

-  906 
.  629,  641,  697,  761,  779,  783 

-  873 
.      902 
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Nellie  &  Beauvais,  -             -             .        .   621,  625 

Nelson,  Peter,  .             .             .  860, 862,  887 

Nelson,  Hugh,  .             ...             .       895 

Nelson,  Christopher,         -  ...             .       901 

Neville,  Philip,  -             -             .           890,  895 

Newman,  Isaac,  ....       872 

Newman,  George,  .            •.             .             .       875 

Newman,  Joseph,  ....       875 

Newman,  Benjamin,  ^             .             .             .       889 

Newman,  Thomas,  ■-.•-.       902 

Newman,  William,  .             -  •          .             ,       904 

Newman,  John,  .             .             .  .           .       868 

Newman,  Ezekiel,  ....       871 

Newton,  John,  ....       876' 

Nichols,  Thomas,  ....       894 

Nicholas,  Anthony,  .             .             .             .       890 

Nicholson,  James,  .         '    .             .           871,  891 

Nicholson,  Henry,  -             .             .             .       891 

Nicholson,  William,  ....       893 

Norrell,  Levi,  ....       905 

Norris,  William,  ....       619 

Norris,  James,  ....       905 

Norwood,  Charles,  .             .             .            •.       863 

.  Nowland,  Pierson,  ....       903 

Nowland,  William,  ....       903 

Nugent,  John,  ...           892,  905 

O'Connor,  John,  .             .             .           613,  876 

O'Connor,  William,  ....       871 

Odam,  David,  -           861,  875,  876,  882,  897 

Odam,  John,  .             .             -           892,  895 

O'Dier,  Major,  ....       906 

Ogden,  John,  ....       602 

Ogden,  Amos,  -  601,  602,  875,  878,  879,  880 

Ogden,  Daniel,  -             -             -           864,  882 

Ogden,  William,  .             .             .           867,  891 

Oglesby,  James,  ....       866 

Oglesby,  William,  .             -      •      .             -       890 

O'Hara,  Timothy,  -             -             -           876,  882 

Oiler,  Mark,       '  ...           864,  872 
Olive,  Dominique  de,  630,  631,  639,  641,  727,  794,  801, 

804,  805,  846 

Oliver,  Mary,  ....       880 

Olivares,  Marcos,  ....       872 

O'Neal,  Asahel,  -             -             -             -       902 

O'Reilly,  John,  -             .             -             -       870 

Osborn,  Samuel,  -             .             -           879,  898 

Osmun,  Benajah,  -             .             -  861,  865,  896 

Overaker,  George,  -             -      872,  875,  883,  887 

Owens,  William,  ...             .             -       876 

Owens,  Martin,  ....       875 

Owens,  James,  -             -             -             -       899 

Owens,  Thomas,  -             -       '      -             -       904 

Page,  Joseph,  -             -             -             -       885 

Page,  Maria,  ....       879 

Palmer,  Archibald,  .          '  .             .             -       869 

Pannill,  Alexander,  ....       618 

Pannill,  David,  -             -             -             -       618 

Pannill,  John,  -             -             -             -       625 

Pannill,  Joseph,  .             -             -  625,  890,  893 

Parks,  Thomas,  -             -             -             -       902 

Parr,  Henry,  -             -             -             -       906 

Patterson,  Arthur,  -            -            -            -      620 

Patterson,  John,  ....       861 

Patterson,  William,  .             -             -             -       886 

Patterson,  Edward,  ....       886 

Patterson,  Thomas,  ....       886 

Patton,  James,  ....       892 

Patton,  Arthur,  -             -             -             -       906 

Paul,  Jacob,  -             -             -           €23,  868 

Payne,  Silas  L.  -             .             -             -       621 

Pearne,  Richard  Freeman,  -            •            -      602 

Peck,  John,  -             -             -             :       609 

Pegroux,  P.  C.  -             -             -             -       623 

Pendergrast,  Robert,  ....       890 

Percy,  Thomas,  -             -             -           615,  908 

Percy,  Susanna,  -             -             -          '  866,  871 

Percy,  Charles,  -             -             -           859,  866 

Perkey,  John,  -             -             -             -       888 
Perkins,  Nicholas,        630,  639,  690,  691,  716,  717,  784 

Perkins,  Joseph,  -             -             .           860,  890 

Perkins,  John,  -             -             -           870,  873 

Perkins,  Caleb,  -             -             -             -       887 

Perkins,  Ezekiel,  -             -             -             -       890 

Ferret,  John  Baptiste,  ....      864 

Perry,  Hardy,  .             -             .  627,  642,  894 

Perry,  John,  -             -             -             -       625 

Perry,  Daniel.  ....       872 

Perry,  Barnabas,  ....       872 

Perry,  James,  ....       870 

Feterkin,  James,  ....       609 

Peters,  John,  ....       612 

Pharis,  William,  .             -             .             -       903 

Phelps,  Henry,  -             .             -             .867 

Phillips,  Jeremiah,  -           631,  642,  644,  833,  850 

Phillips,  George,  -             -       631,  642,  834,  851 

Phillips,  Jacob,  .             -             -             -       900 
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Phillippi,  Jacob,  .  .  .  .       g-r^ 

Phipps,  Elijah,  ...  .  -       892 

Phipps,  Henry,  .  .  .  .       893 

Phipps,  Samuel,  -  -  .  877   895 

Pickles,  Adam,  -  .  -  -       523 

Pickering,  John,  -  .       640,  711,  797,  852 

Pierce,  William  and  John,  631,  641,  643,  644,  806,  815, 

833,  849,  850 
Piernas,  Peter,  .      ■  ^    .  .  .       37-9 

Pipes,  Windsor,  .  .  .  860,  865 

Pipes,  Abner,  .  ^  .  875,  894,  895 

Pipes,  John,  ....       ggg 

Pipkin,  Moses,  .  .  .  .       ggg 

Pipkin,  Asher,  .  .  •  .  .       ggg 

Pittman,  Buckner,  .  .     .  '    j  ..      892 

Plattner,  Henry,  ■    .  .  .  891   904 

Ploche,  Stephen,  .  .  .  -  .    '  625 

Pollard,  John,  .      •'     .  .  890   899 

Pollock,  Oliver,  .  .  -  .    '  601 

Pollock,  George,  -  .  -•  .      625 

Pomet,  Leonard,  -  .      873,  875,  883,  887 

Pope,  William,  .  .  .  .       g05 

Porter,  Samuel,  .  .  .  .       623 

Porter,  Landlot,  -  .  .  .       902 

Potter,  Caleb,  .  .  '  .     '        -871 

Pousset,  Francis,  -  -  .  867,  868,  878 

Powell,  William,  627,  630,  638,  641,  682,  706,  760,  784 
Powell,  James,  -  638,  706,  757,  760,  784,  788 

Presler,  Simon,  -  .  ...       895 

Presly,  Peter,  .  .      ,      ,.  .       6I3 

Prevost,  Augustine,  -  .  .  '        '.      eOj 

Prevost,  James  Marcus,    -  -  . .  .       6O1 


Price,  Lewellin, 
Price,  Martin, 
Price,  Ralph, 
Price,  William, 
Proctor,  Jordan, 
Proctor,  James, 
Proctor,  Katurah, 
Proctor,  Reuben, 
Profit,  George, 
Provost,  Augustine, 
Pruett,  Beesly, 
Pruitt,  Sinclair, 
Quetglass,  Joseph, 
Quine,  Robert, 
Quine,  Henry, 
Quinn,  Patrick, 
Quirk,  Henry, 
Rab,  John, 
Rabb,  Nicholas, 
Rabby,  Cadder, 
Ragsdale,  John, 
Rain,  Cornelius, 
Randon,  John, 
Randon,  James, 
Ransford,  Andrew, 
Rapalj^,  Garret, 
Rapalj^,  George, 
Rapalj^,  Isaac, 
Rapalj^,  James, 
Rapalj^,  Jane, 
Rasby,  Glode, 
Ratliffe,  John, 
Ratcliffe,  William, 
Ratcliff,  Samuel, 
Ratcliffe,  Henry, 
Ratcliffe,  Peter, 
Rawlins,  Benjamin, 
Ray,  Reuben, 
Rayner,  Daniel, 
Kea,  Sanders, 
Read,  John, 
Reed,  Elizabeth, 


865,  890 


•     -  643,.  818,  848 
630,  643,  817,  850 


-  625 

-  .       -      907 

-  ■       .  -      868 

-  905 

-  -  -      899 

-  902 

-  902 

-  623 

-  623 
-       .     -            -            -      874 

-  -  -      887 
.     -           891,  897 

-  900 
632,  636,  639,  640,  692,  757,  784 

-  630,  642,  812,  848 

-  643,  812,  833,  849 

-  602 

-  614 

-  '       -  878,  881,  884 


-  878 

-  643 

-  866 
.     -           871,  873 

-  887 

-  901 
T      901 

-  -      903 

-  900 

-  896 
634,  639,  723,  792 


„       -^  -  „  640,  720,  797,  855,  894- 

Rees,  Ebenezer,  621,  866,  869,  872,  873,  881,  884,  891, 

894,  895,  896,  908 

-  895 

-  866 

-  .    -     -   900 

-  .   -     -   602 

-  880 

-  863 

-  895 

-  891 

-  872 
610,  880 

-  896 

-  905 
-  613,  882,  896 

-  904 
864,  876 

-  621 

-  887 

-  896 

-  874 

-  879 


Regillo,  Policarpo, 
Reid,  T. 

Reynolds,  John  L. 
Rhea  &  Cochran, 
Rhe.i,  Martha  and  Mary, 
Richardson,  Henry, 
Richards,  Stephen, 
Richards,  Mordecai, 
Richey,  William, 
Ridgely,  Nicholas  G. 
Ritchie,  John, 
Ritchey,  Andrew, 
Roach,  Henry, 
Roach,  William, 
Robb,  Nicholas, 
Roberts,  David, 
Roberts,  Bridget, 
Roberts,  Benjamin, 
Robertson,  Robert, 
Robertson,  James, 
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Robins,  George,  .  634,  637,  673,  791,  854,  885 

Robjnson,  Matthew,  -          639,  715,  732,  759,  906 

Robinson,  John,  -             .             .           899   900 

Robinson,  Raymond,  -             .             .             .    '  ggg 

Robinette,  John,  .            .             .             .       ggg 

Bochon,  Augustine,  626,  627,  629,  631,  639,  644  749 

750,  780,  782,  828,  838,  852 

Rochon,  Augustine  and  Louisa,    -       643,  828,  835,  847 

Rochon,  Louisa,  .             .             .             .    '  53^ 

Rodney,  George  B.  -            .             .           602   907 

Rodriguez,  John  L.  -             -             .             .    '  ggi 

Roddy,  Augustine,  ....       go5 

Roddy,  Augustus,  -             -            •.            .       8g2 

Rogers,  Benjamin,  .             -             .           902   905 

Rogers,  William,  -  633,  637,  650,  776,  798*  854 

Rondle,  Josiah,  .             .             -             ,       866 

Ross,  Nathaniel,  -             -         '   .  6^9,  778, 798 

Ross,  Jesse,  .             .             .  642,  813,  848 

Ross,  David,  .             -           ■  .             .       354, 

Ross,  Alexander,  .            .            .          866,  867 

Ross,  Arthur  Brown,  .            .            .            .    '  898 

Ross,  Samuel,  ....       903 

Ross,  Isaac  A.  B.  .             -             .             .       904 

Ross,  Eli  K.  ....      905 

Rose,  Edward,  -             .             .          '  .       519 

Rose,  Peter  Francis,  -             -             .             .       ggQ 

Rose,  James,  -             .             .             .       ggg 

Routh,  Zaccheus,  .             .             .         ^  .       g59 

Routh,  Job,  .            ...  861,  875,  878 

Routh,  Jeremiah,  -            -       '     .  873,  878,  896 

Rowe,  John,  -            .            .          859,  878 

Rowell,  Hubbard,  -             .             .             .       525 

Rucker,  Jonathan,  .             .             -  '           .       872 

Rule,  Thomas,  .            .            .           864,  865 

Rum,  Adam,                .       .  .            .             .       g94 

Rumsey,  James,  ....       gOl 

Rumsey,  Jane,               ....  .             .       gyj 

Rumsey,  Lacy,  .            .            .          871,876 

Rundetl,  Seth, '  -            .            .            -      888 

Rundell,  Joshua,  ....       ggg 

Ryan,  Isaac,  -  631,  637,  S46,  652,  790,  855 

Ryan,  Daniel,  ....       609 

Ryan,  William,  ...          875,  880 

Ryon,  Winifred,  .            -            .            .895 

St.  Germain,  John,  .             .             -  623,  895,  896 

Sanders,  Marian,  ....      893 

Sanders,  James,  -            »            .          613,  896 

Sanders,  Joseph,  -             .             .             .    '  899 

Sanders,  Littleton,  -             .             -             .       899 

Sargent,  Winthrop,       '     -  -             -           621,  871 

Savage,  John,  .            .            .           862,  868 

navage,  Ann,  .            .             .             -       871 

Savage,  Mary,  ....       892 

Scarlett,  James,  -             -             .             .       899 

Scartill,  James,  .             .            .             .       904 

Scandlin,  Andrew,  -             -             .             .       896 

Scoggin,  Jonas,  ...           869,  873 

ocott,  John,  ...             .  601,  875,  899 

Scott,  .William,  -  610,  620,  879,  885,  887,  896 
ocott,  James,                631,  638,  663,  708,  782,  790,  855 

scott,  Adam,  .            .      633,  639, 768,  792 

»cott,  Robert,  -             .            .             .885 

Scott,  Sarah,  .             .     '        .             -       610 

Scriber,  Stephen,  .       ■     -            .          864,  876 

ocnber,  Abraham,      ■       .  -            .            .892 

Searcy,  John,  .             .            .     •        -       892 

Segovia,  Alonzo,  -            .            .            .886 

Sellhoof,  Conrad,  -  631,  642,  821,  833,  840,  851 

Selsa,  George,  .            -            .            .866 

sessions,  John,  .            .            .            .866 

Sessions,  Joseph,  -            .            -  870,  873,  892 

sessions,  Phihp,  ■-            .            .            .      8g2 

Sessions,  Richard,  ....       892 

Shaw,  Matthew,  .  634,  637,  651,  777,  797,  854 

Sharbut,  William,  -             -             .             -       899 

Sharp,  Joseph,  ....       618 

Shields,  William,  -            -       643,  816,  832,  852 

hhi  ling.  Falser,  -            .      864,  873,  883,  890 

Shilhng,  Jacob,  ^            .             .           887,  897 

Shipp,  Bartlett,  .            .            .            -      904 

Shropshire,  Thomas,        .  .            -            -      901 

Shuffield,  Robert,  .             .             .•            .       392 

Siks,  Philip,  ....       893 

Silkings,  WiHiam,  -            -            .          622,  890 

Sims,  Robert,  ....       goi 

Sims,  David,  .             -            .           902,  905 

Simmons,  Elisha,  .          633,  637,  650,  796,  855 

Simmons,  David,  ....       ggg 

Simmons,  Charles,  ....       ggg 

Simmons,  James,  -            -    '        -  892, 896,  897 

Simmons,  Robert,  .            .,           .             .       g04 

Sinclair,  John,  .            -             .             .       623 

Sinclair,  Gasper,  -             -             .             .       869 

Skinner,  Josiah,  -          638,  660,  699,  764,  792 

Skipper,  Michael,  .           630,  642,  808,  832,  845 

Slaughter,  Henry,  -            -            .  639, 778,  798 
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Slater,  Hu^h, 
Slocomb,  Joseph, 
Sloder,  Henry, 
Slone,  Richard, 
Slone,  John, 

Smith,  John,  601,  620,  859, 
Smith,  Robert, 
Smith,  Edmund, 
Smith,  Fredericlt, 
Smith,  Peter, 
Smith,  Zachariah, 
Smith,  James, 
Smith,  Calvin, 
Smith,  Philander, 
Smith,  Ricliard  P. 
Smith,  William  B. 
Smith,  William,  . 
Smith,  Israel, 
Smith,  Lucius, 
Smith,  Pliny, 
Smith,  William  M. 
Smith,  Chileab, 
Smith,  Jesse, 
Smith,  Thomas, 
Smith,  David, 
Smith,  Josiah, 
Smith,  Sarah  and  Maria,    - 
Smith,  Ebenezer, 
Smith,  Phineas, 
SnellgTove,  Henry, 
Snyder,  Adam, 
Solabellas,  Michael, 
Sollivellas,  Maria  G. 
Sommers,  John, 
Sorrell,  Robert, 

Sorrall,  Georg'e, 

Southwell,  John, 
Southerland,  John, 

Spain,  James, 

Spain,  Helena, 

Sparks,  Richard, 

Spell,  Susanna, 

Spell,  Benajah, 

Spiers,  John, 

Spillard,  Daniel, 

Spiller,  William, 

Splane,  Thomas, 

Spyers,  John, 

Stabraker,  John, 

Stackpole,  Juliana, 

Stackpole,  Maurice, 

Stames,  Moses, 

Stampley,  John, 

Stampley,  Jacob, 

Stampley,  Henry, 

Stampley,  William, 

Stampley,  Margaret, 

Stampley,  George, 

Stanley,  Isaac, 

Stanley,  Rhoda, 

Stansfield,  James, 

Starke,  Robert, 

Stauts,  Samuel, 

Stauts,  Sylvester, 

Stedham,  Moses, 

Stedham,  Benjamin,     633, 

Steel,  Frances, 

Steel,  James, 

Steel,  John, 

Steel,  Benjamin, 

Stephenson,  John, 

Stephenson,  Stephen, 

Stephen,  Jacob, 

Stephens,  Jesse, 

Sterett,  James, 

Stewart,  James, 

Sticker,  Joseph,  .      - 

Stiggins,  Joseph,  627,* 630, 

Stitlee,  John, 

Stockett,  Samuel, 

Stockstill,  Joshua, 

Stoddard,  James, 

Story,  Ephraim, 

Stowers,  John, 

Stringer,  Francis,        634, 

Stroud,  Marshall, 

Strupes,  Jacob, 

Stump,  John, 

Sullivan,  O. 

Sullivan,  Thomas,        633, 

Sullivan,  John, 

Sullivan,  Patrick, 
Surget,  Catharine, 
Surget,  Charles, 

Surget,  P. 
Sutherland,  John, 


PagM. 
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-   897 


9,874,875,880,891,893 

-     -   621 

640,  641,  708,  728,  799 

641,  787 

-  861 

-  861,  868,  886,  888 

861,  904 

-  864 

-  867 

-  868 

-  869 

-  876,  896,  903,  904 

877,  892 
888,  903 


-  902 
861,  903 

-  620 
-•   860 

-  888 

-  891 


-  631 

-  871 

-  879 

-  887 

-  601 
633,  640,  706,  781,  797 

-  899 

-  601 
632,  635,  636,  639,  782 

-  869,  872,  891 


867,  870 

-  898 

-  881 
-  639,  759,  788 

-  896 

-  892 
■  - '    -   860 

-  897 

-  887 

-  880 

-  903 
613,  866,  869,  870,  875,  908 

621,  862,  866,  876,  908 

-  888 

-  895 

-  -     -   859 

-  633,  639,  732,  797 

-  906 

-  906 

-  618 

-  902 
891 
848 
849 
847 
865 
876 
903 
6C1 
869 
623 
902 
882 
865 
621 
851 
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Sutton,  Reuben, 
Swain,  James, 
Swayze,  Stephen, 
Swayze,  Nathan, 
Swayze,  Hiram, 
Swayze,  David, 
Swayze,  Samuel, 
Swayze,  Elijah,  - 

Swayze,  Gabriel, 
Swayze,  Richard, 
Swayze,  Sarah, 
Swayze,  Elizabeth, 
Swayze,  Solomon, 
Sweazy,  Nathan, 
Tabor,  Isaac, 
Tabor,  William, 
Talley,  John, 
Taylor,  Abraham, 
Taylor,  John  Noble, 
Taylor,  Robert, 
Taylor,  Isaac, 
Tear,  John, 
Temple,  W. 
Templeton,  Joseph, 
Terry,  John, 
Terry,  Stephen, 
Texada,  Manuel  de, 
Tharp,  Zaccheus, 
Thery,  John  B. 
Thearel,  Elijah, 
Thiekston,  Abraham, 
Thomas,  William, 
Thomas,  Jesse, 
Thompson,  Margaret, 
Thompson,  Thomas, 
Thompson,  Joseph,   630,  641, 

Thompson,  William, 
Thompson,  Andrew, 
Thompson,  Robert, 
Thompson,  John, 
Thornell,  Ephraim, 
Thorp,  Eleazer, 
Throckmorton,  Mordecai, 
Throckmorton,  Robert,     - 
Tier,  John, 
Tierney,  Matthew  C. 
Timberlake,  Samuel,         -     • 
Todd,  Edward, 
Todd,  Charles  F. 
Todd,  James, 
Tomlinson,  Nathaniel, 
Tompkins,  Thomas, 
Tool,  Matthew, 
Tooley,  Adam, 
Trefore,  Charles, 
Trennier,   John  B.   631, 


-  630,  642,  811, 
642,  813,  833,  836,  840, 

-  631,  643,  818, 


900, 

612, 

643,  644,  820,  827,  846; 


902, 

623, 
623, 

-  865,  875, 
638,  676,  717,  774,  790, 

-  865,  876, 

630,  638,  677,  706, 
640,  723,  764,  779,  798, 


863,  891 

617,  867,  870,  886,  908 

-  618,  891,  908 

617,  867 

605,  626 


XIX 
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-  902 

-  901 
614,  878 

-  614,  866,  878 

624,  908 

-  865 
878,  879 

-  878 

-  879 

-  879 

-  879 

-  893 

-  884 

-  859 

-  863 

-  868,  880,  899 
631,  638,  785,  859,  893 

-  612,  865,  875,  908 

-  872 

-  878 

-  878 
886,  897 

-  901 

-  -   903 

-  897 

-  '   -     -   906 

871,  879 

-  901 

-  ■  ■  -   887 

-  902 

-  880 

-  620,  872,  876,  908 

-  641,  766,  796 

-  610 

-  610 
643,  805,  806,  832,  833, 

846,  849 

-  890 

-  891 

-  899 

-  905 

-  602 

-  902 
891,  897 

-  888 
•886,  897 

-  869 

-  891 

-  602 

-  872 
882 

,896 


-  619, 


Trend,  Samuel, 
Trentham,  Robert, 
Trevillion,  States, 
Trist,  Hore  Browse, 
Trivillian,  Richard, 
Trouillet,  P. 
Trouillet,  John, 
Trouillet,  Isabella,  634, 

Trudeau,  Charles, 
Trufflo,  Charles, 
Truly,  Bennett, 
Truly,  James, 
Truly,  Sarah, 
Tulwood,  Lewis  M. 
Turnbull,  Robert  J. 
TurnbuU,  John,  626,  627, 

Turnbull  &  Joice, 
Turner,  Henry, 
Turner,  Robert, 
Turner,  Edward, 
Turner,  Linton,  &  Co. 
Turpin,  William, 
Turvin,  Richard,     - 
Tyler,  Thomas, 
Tyrce,  Benjamin, 
Underwood,  Thomas, 
Ury,  Margaret, 
Valleret,  Louis, 
Vandon,  Peter  A. 
Vandeval,  John, 
Vardiman,  William,  607, 

Varise,  Thomas, 
Varlo,  Weston, 
Vauchere,  Joseph, 
Vauchere,  Anthony, 


-  901 

-  897 

-  906 

639,  641,  642,  673,  761,  785, 
794,  803 

-  821,  832,  849 

-  901 
868,  879 

-  886 

-  619 

-  639,  702,  785 
-  642,  643,  702,  785,  845,  849 

640,  714,  728,  735,  761,  794, 
802 


619, 


638,  639,  642,  696,  768, 
831,  847: 


866, 
876 


885 
621 
893 
875 
906 
601 

785, 
861 
641 

,  879 
873 

,  907 
904 
907 


-  642,  824, 
619,  621,  872,  875,  880 

-  887 
-      627,  644,  838,  851 

-  883 
863,  873 
866,  885 

892 
637, 
905 
866 
609 
620 
890 


615,  619,  626,  632,  636, 
743,  783 
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Mississippi  TeiTitm-y — Alphabetical  list  of  claimants  in  the — 


Vauchere,  John, 

. 

. 

895 

Vick,  Newell, 

. 

892 

Vidal,  Jacintha, 

610 

Vidal,  John, 

- 

625 

Vidal,  Joseph, 

876 

883 

886 

Viles,  Thomas, 

- 

- 

891 

Vincent,  James, 

898 

Vining,  Uriah, 

- 

906 

Vousdan,  William, 

610,  864 

867 

869, 

873 

879 

Wade,  James, 

- 

. 

865 

Waddell,  John, 

. 

'. 

904 

Wadsworth,  Thomas, 

. 

. 

602 

Wailes,  Edward  Lloyd,     - 

635, 

636, 

641, 

773, 

803 

Walker,  Joseph, 

- 

620 

Walker,  John, 

620, 

896 

Walker,  Peter, 

620, 

623, 

873 

Walker,  Abraham, 

631, 

642, 

813, 

848 

Walker,  John  and  Tandy, 

633, 

639, 

732, 

797, 

856 

Pagfis. 
Mississippi  Territory — Alphabetical  list  of  claimants  in  the — 

Williams,  David,  -  -  -  -       871 

Williams,  John,  -  -  .  .       §96 

Williams,  Maria,  -  -  .  .       621 

Williams,  William,  Mary,  and  Ann,  -  -       871 


Walker,  Charles,  608,  626,  632,  636,  639,  641,  779,  782 
Walker,  Zachariah,  -  -  -  '-       903 

Walker,  William,  -  -  -  -       906 

Walbach,  John  B.  .  -  -  -       904 

Wall,  Micajah,  -  '  -       634,  638,  656,  777 

Wall,  WiUiam,     607,  626,  632,  636,  639,  781,  782,  79: 


Wall,  John, 
Wallace,  John, 
Wallace,  James, 
Walton,  John  J. 
Walton,  Oliver, 
Wamack,  John, 
Ward,  Daniel, 
Ward,  Joshua, 
Ward,  Charles, 
Washburn,  Lemuel, 
Waters,  Mark, 
Watkins,  James, 
Watkins,  Andrew, 
Watley,  Wyche, 
Wattman,  David, 
Watrous,  Charles, 
Watson,  Samuel, 
Watson,  Jeremiah, 
Watts,  Francis  A. 
Watts,  Robert, 
Watts,  John, 
Waugh,  David, 
Webb,  William, 
Webber,  William, 
Weekly,  John, 


866,  870,  875,  876,  890 

-  -  -  641,  766,  796 

-  -    -  -  -      871 
■>■          -            -  881,  883,  887 

-  905 
-      630,  640,  716,  799 

-  602,  630,  639,  693,  724,  785 

-  602 

-  627,  636,  643 

-  -       905 

-  .         -  -  -      905 

-  631,  638,  789,  853,  874,  903 

-  891 

-  633,  638,  657,  738,  793,  856 


899 
875 
887 


Williams,  Maria  Mcintosh, 
WiUiams,  Marg'aret, 
Williams,  Hezekiah, 
Wilson,  Joseph, 
Wilson,  John, 
Wilton,  William, 
Winfree,  Jacob, 
Winn,  Richard, 
Wiseman,  Davenport, 
Wisdom,  Solomon  H. 
Withers,  Jesse, 


Woods,  John, 
Woods,  Thomas  H 
Woolley,  Melling, 
Wooldridge,  Edward, 
Wooldridge,  William  H. 
Wooton,  Hardy, 
Worley,  Caleb, 
Wraye,  John, 
Wright,  Hezekiah, 
"Wylie,  Louisa, 
Wylie,  John  R. 
Wylie,  James, 
Yarborough,  James  Smith, 
Young,  Samuel  C. 
Young,  Samuel, 
Young,  Edward, 
Young,  Daniel, 


-  871 

-  874 
887,  890 

634,  640,  707,  797 

-  874 

-  609 
602,  883 

-  620 

-  899 
623,  908 
865,  869 


635,  636,  638,  777,  789,  853,  i 


902 

-  880 

-  871 

-  904 

-  631,  641,  709,  787 

-  905 

-  875 

-  899 

-  866 

-  872 

-  -  -      887 

-  859 
618,  623,  625,  876,  877,  896 

-  625 
-  637,  758,  787 

637,  759,  787 


-  602 

-  871 
631,  643,  818,  828,  847 

-       630,  645,  817,  847 
Weekly,   George,  630,   642,  643,  808,  812,  834,  845, 

847,  850 
Weeklj',  William,  -  -       633,  643,  813,  850 

Weekes,  Nicholas,  -  -  -  641,  804,  805 

Weeks,  Caleb,  -  -  -  -       878 

Wells,  Simeon,  -    -  -  -  -       643 

Wells,  Thomas,  -  -  -  -       891 

Wells,  Samuel,  -  -  -  886,  890 

Wells,  Absalom,  -  -  -  -       905 

Wells,  John,  -  -  -  -       905 

Westmoreland,  Joseph,     -  635,  636,  639,  770,  792,  854 


Mobile — Territory  relinquished  by  the  Indians  on  the 

river,      .-.--.       135 
Moravian  Society — Survey  of  tracts  granted  to  the,  -         82 

Morgan,  Colonel — Contract  with,  -  -  -         25 

Morrison,  Arthur — Report  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  petition  of,  relating  to  the  forfeiture  of  the 
first  payment  on  lands,  .  -  .       124 

Morton,  Perez — Claims  to  land  ceded  by  Georgia  of,      159,  209 
Moultrie,  Alexander — Claim  of,  as  a  member  of  the  South 

Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  -  -  165,178 

Moultrie,    Dr.    James — Claim  of,   as  a  member  of  the 

South  Carolina  Yazoo  Company,  -  165,  178 

Mountjoy,  John — Renewal  of  a  military  land  warrant  to,         93 
Murray,  William,  and  others — Memorials,  claims,  &c.  as 

members  of  the  Illinois  Company,  24,  27,  72,  74,  160, 189 

Muskingum — Boundai'y  established  by  the  treaty  of,       -         24 

Salt  made  on  river,  -  -  -  -         93 


IV. 


162 


West,  Cato, 
West,  Littlebury, 
West,  William, 
West,  James, 
Whaley,  Simpson, 
Wheat,  Solomon, 
Wheat,  Thomas, 
Wheeler,  Briant, 
Whipple,  Elizabeth, 
Whitaker,  Daniel, 
White,  John  Hampton, 
White,  M. 
White,  Charles, 
White,  Demsey, 
White,  Thomas, 
White,  Joseph, 
White,  Thomas  L. 
White,  Reuben, 
White,  James, 
White,  Larkin, 

Whittle,  Elizabeth, 

Whittle,  Maria, 

Whitley,  Solomon, 

Wicks,  William, 

Wikoff,  William, 

Wilds,  John  D. 

Wilkins,  Thomas, 

Wilkins,  John, 

Wilkinson,  Abner, 

Wilks,  Simeon, 

Willis,  Henry, 

Willis,  Asenath, 

Williams,  Stephen, 

WiUiams,  James, 


860,  897 

-  894 
-  863,  902,  903 

-  897 
-   633,  641,  737,  796 

633,  637,  654,  711,  800,  802,  853 
-  630,  639,  690,  716,  717,  784 

-  906 


-  876 

-  859 
866,  894 

-  866 

-  865 
.   -     -   887 

•  891,  896 
892,  904 
■   894 

-  898 
•  -  610,  896,  898 

-  900 

-  877 

-  610 

-  612 
,  -  869 
618,  879 

-  903 
868,  876 

-  899 

-  888 
-  630,  817,  850 

-  613 

-  868 
633,  640 

613,  876,  878,  879 


Williams,  WilUam,  621,  634,  638,  715,  776,  793,  854, 

878 


Natchez — Claim  to  two  lots  by  the  city  of, 

WiUiam  Dunbar's  claim  to  land  in  and  adjoining 
the  city  of,         -  -  -  -  - 

Reports  of  committee  on  above  claims,     -  194,  219,  259 
Navy — Land  warrants  issued  to  Virginia,  -  -      6,  7 

Nelson,  John — Petition  of,  relating  to  location  of  military 

bounty  lands;  report  adverse,  -  -         80 

New  England  Mississippi  Company — Purchase  of  lands 
by  the,  -  -  ... 

Report  on  memorial  of  the,  purchasers  under  the 

Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  -  -  215,  252 

Newfoundland — Extension  of  the  Government  of,  -        36 

New  Orleans — President's  communication  relative  to  the 

Batture  at,  -  -  -  -  - 

New  York — Cession  of  lands  to  Congress  by. 

Boundary  of        do. 

Grant  to  Duke  of  York  of. 

Application  for  lands  on  terms  different  from 
those  established  by  law,  from  inhabitants  of 
Ovid;  refused,  -  -  -  - 

G.  Ludlow  et  als.,  citizens  of,  memorial  as  pur- 
chasers of  lands  in  Georgia,       -  -  - 
Nicholas,  Rob.  C. — Commissioner  of  land  claims  east  of 
Pearl  river;  report,        -             .             -  - 
Apppointment  of,               »           -             -  - 
Nightingale,  John  C— Claim  under  a  law  of  Georgia  by,  34,  71 
See  report  on  Georgia  claims,       -             -           132,  149 
North    Carolina — Unclaimed   lands    in    the    North   and 

Southwest  Territories  ceded  by,  -      22,  97,  108 

Claims  to  land  of  the  continental  line  and  Evans's 

battalion  of,        -  -  -  -  -         23 

Grants  to  individuals  by,  -  -  -  -  23,  78 

Claims  on  the  lands  ceded  by,  30,  35,  78,  102,  123,  180 

Petitionof  the  trustees  of  the  University  of,  -        30 

Within  the  limits  of  the  first  colony  of  Virginia,  -         94 

Division  of  Carolina  into  South  and,  1726,  -         99 

Saleof  lands  acquired  by  cession  from,     -  -       108 

Boundary  of,  -  -  -  -  102,  123 

Report  on  resolutions  of,  on  petition  of  Memucan 

Hunt  and  others,  .  .  -  - 

Acts  relating  to   lands  claimed   by   the   United 

States  in  Tennessee,  of,  ... 

Act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  perfect 

titles  reserved  by,  .  .  -  - 
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134 


589 

7 

8 

96 


587 


603 
645 


179 


211 


213 
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Narthwettem  Territory — Establishment  of  a  land  office 

in  the,  .-...( 

Report  on  land  claims  from  secretary  of  the,         -  9 

Court  grants  for  lands  in  the,         -  -  -10,16 

Proclamation  of  John  Todd,  Jun.  in  the,  -         16 

Reports  of  committees  on  ^ants  and  claims  in  the,  17,  71 
Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  claimsinthe,  16,  18 
Unclaimed  lands  ceded  by  North  Carolina  in  the,  22,  97 
Boundary  of  United  States'  lands  in  the,  -  -         24 

Introduction  of  slavery  and   exchange   of  lands 

asked  for  by  inhabitants  of  the,  -  -         68 

Pre-emption  rights  asked  for  in  the,         -  -       111 

Error  in  instructions  to  land  officers  in  the,  rela- 
tive to  allowance  of  discount  for  prompt  pay- 
ment, -  -  -  -  -       258 
Nova  Scotia — Reservations  of  land  for  refugees  from,       -         25 
Reports  on  petitions  of  refugees  from,      -         28,  31,  92 
Extension  of  the  Government  of,               -             -         36 
General  report  on  claims  of  refugees  from,  -       106 
Reports  of  committees  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives on  claims  of  refugees  from,        -           110,585 
(For  list  see  Refugees. ) 

o. 

Officers  and  soldiers — Of  the   Virginia  lines  and   navy, 

land  warrants  issued  to,  -  -  -      6,  7 

Petitions  of,  relating  to  lands,       -  .  .  17,  26 

Of  North  Carolina,  land  claims  of,  -  -         23 

Under  General  George  Rogers  Clarke,  reserva- 
tions of  lands  to,  -  -  -  -         24 
Who  served  in  America  during  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France   claim  lands  under 
proclamation  of  1763;  report  thereon,               -       583 
Ogden,  Jonathan — petition  of,  as  claimant  under  Georgia 

grants,  .  -  .  .  .       587 

Ohio — Cession  of  lands  by  Virginia,  southeast  and  north-  - 

west  of  the,        -  ...  .5 

Report  on  land  claims  from  the  Secretary,  north- 
west of,  ...  -  .  9 
Cession  of  lands  by  North  Carolina,  northwest  of 

the, 22 

Boundary  of  United   States'  lands  northwest  of 

the,        ......         24 

Reservations  in,     -  -  -  -  -         6Y 

Pre-emption  rights  northwest  of  the,        -  -         68 

Progress  of  surveys  nortliwest  of  the,       -  -81,83 

Amendments  suggested  to  the  laws  relating  to  tiie 

sui'veys  and  sale  of  lands  by  inhabitants  of,        -       163 
Reports  of  committee  and  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  same,  ....       182 

Twenty  miles  square  lots  for  the  support  of  schools 

and  religion  asked  for  by  a  company  in,  -       255 

Extension  of  credit  prayed  for  by  purchasers  of 

lands  in,  .....       284 

Balances  due  in  1803,   1804,  and  1805,  by  pur- 

chasers  of  public  lands  in,  ...       286 

Application  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  lands  in,       304 
Application  for  an  exchange  of  certain   school 

lands  in  Ohio,  by  the  Legislature  of,     -  -       582 

Ohio  Company — Claims  of  the,     ...  -24,25 

Claims  of  French  settlers  at  Galliopolis  to  lands, 

under  purchases  from  the,         -  -  -         29 

Reservations  by  the  United  States,  under  contract 

with  the,  -----         67 

Report  on  memorial  asking  for  twenty  miles  square 

lots  for  the  support  of  schools  and  religion,       -       255 
Ohio  river — Sale  authorized  of  lands  north  of  the,  -   '    182 

Organization  of  the  land  system — Proposed,  -  -  8 

Orleans  Territory— hand  titles,  culture  of  sugar,  and  en- 
dowment of  schools  in  the,         -  -  -       250 
Appropriation  of  lands  recommended  for  public 

schools  in  the,  ....       258 

Quantity  and  quality  of  lands  in  the,         -  -       586 

Alteration  proposed  in  surveying  lands  in  the,     -       587 
Petition  for  reclaimed  lands  in  the,  -  -       910 

Otter  creek — Description  of  settlements  on,  -  -       190 

Ovid,  New  York — Inhabitants  of,  applj-  for  lands  on  terms 
different  from  those  established  by  law;  re- 
fused, -  -  -        '    -  -      ; 


Pages. 


610 


Pearl  river — Claims  disallowed  as  antedated,  by  commis- 
sioners west  of,  .... 
British  and  Spanish  warrants  or  orders  of  survey 

disallowed  by  commissioners  west  of,  611,  626 

Spanish  warrants  or  orders  of  survey  disallowed 

by  commissioners  east  of,  -  -  -       625 

Commissioners  of  land  claims  east  of,        -  -       603 

Location  of  claims  on,   601,   610,  611,  625,  629,  630, 
633,  637,  859,  897 
Registers  of  the  land  office  east  of,  -  -       628 

Register  of  certificates  granted  on   British  and 

Spanish  patents,  -  -  -  629,  859 

Register  of  certificates  on  which  patents  may  issue 

without  any  payment  of  purchase  money,        630,  887 
Register  of  certificates  on  which  patents  may  issue 
without  any  payment  of  purchase  money,  but 
not  until  a  judicial  decision  shall   have   been 
■  obtained  against  the  conflicting  British  claims,  632,  897 
Register  of  pre-emption  certificites,         -  633,  897 

Register  of  pre-emption  certificates  on  which 
patents  may  not  issue  until  a  judicial  decision 
be  obtained  against  British  claims,  -  63 

Register  of  British  patents  on  which  no  certificates 
have  issued,        ..... 
Register  of  claims  presented  December,  1805, 
Appointment  of  commissioners  to  settle  claims  to 

lands  east  of,      - 
Appointment  of  register  of  land  office  in  Wash- 
ington county,  ----- 
Claims  entered  with  register  west  of. 
Register  of  certificates  granted  under  act  of  June, 

1812,  at  the  land  office  west  of. 
For  alphabetical  list  of  claimants  to  lands  east  and 
west  of,  see  Mississippi  Territory. 
Peck,  John — Claim  to  lands  ceded  by  Georgia,  of, 
Penn,  William — Grant  by  Charles  II.  March  4,  1681,  to, 
Pennsylvania — Claims  to  land  in  Luzerne  county. 

In  part,  within  the  limits  of  the  first  colony  of 
Virginia,  -  .  .  .  . 

Charter  granted  to,  -  -  -  - 

Location  of  lands  under  British  proclamation  of 
1763,  ordered  by  citizens  of,     -  - 

Peoria — Claims  of  inhabitants  of,  ... 

Peppin,  Joseph — Claim  to  lands  ceded  by  Georgia,  of,  159,  252 
Person,  Thomas — Report  on  petition  of,  claim  to  land 
ceded  by  North  Carolina,  .  .  . 

Petitions — See  Memorials. 

Phelps,  Matthew,  and  others — Claim  of,  imder  warrant  of 

survey  issued  by  British  Government  of  West 

Florida;  report  adverse,  -  -  . 

P/ielps,  Oliver — Boundary  of  New  York  cession, 

Pickering,  Timothy — Appointed  commissioner  to  settle 

land  claims  with  Georgia,  .  .  . 

Pierpoint,    Henry   W. — Petition  of,  as   claimant  under 

Georgia  grants, 
Piggot,  James,  and  others — Petition  for  land. 
Plan — For  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 
Point  O'Tramble — Description  of  settlements  at, 
PowePs  river — Henderson's  grant  on,       -  -  - 

Prairie  dwRocher — Land  claims  of  inhabitants  of. 

Donation  lands  to  inhabitants  of, 
Prairie  da  Pont — Petition  of  inhabitants  of,  for  land, 
Pre-emption  rights — Under  cession  from  North  Carolina, 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,      -  .  .  . 

In  the  Northwest  Territory,  -  -  . 

To  claimants  under  John  Cleves  Symines, 
Adjustment  by  commissioners  of  do. 
Settlers  in  Indiana  and  Mississippi  pray  for. 


907 


636 
637 


645 


645 
859 


908 


159 
96 
79 

94 
96 

583 
285 


30 


189 

7 

92 

587 

20 

8 

-  192 

24 

-  18,  21 

68 

20 

24 

68 

111 

112 

112 


P. 

Parmelee,  David — Appointed  clerk  to  commissioners  for 

settling  claims  to  lands  east  of  Pearl  river,        -  645 

Patents  for  lands — How  to  be  signed  and  issued,             -  9 

Form  of  British,                 -            -            .            -  137 

Form  of  Spanish,  with  petition  and  warrant,         -  138 
Patterson,   Matthew,   and    others — Ask    retrocession   of 
lands  on  French  Broad  river,  ceded  by  South 

Carolina,             -             .             .             .             .  103 

Payne,  William — Claim  to  lands  ceded  by  Georgia,  of,  159 

Pearl  river — List  of  pre-emption  rights  west  of,  -             -  589 

British  patents  disallowed  west  of,             -             -  601 

British  patents  disallowed  east  of,              -             -  603 
British  patents  filed  with  commissioners  east  of, 
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Trepagnie,  Pn'syue— Report  on  petition  of,  refugee,       -         28 
Trepagnie,  Augustine — Report  on  petition  of,  refugee,  -         28 
Turner,  G. — Claimant  under  John  Cleves  Symmes,  me- 
morial of,  -  -  -  -  -         77 
Turner,  Edward — Appointed  commissioner  to  regulate 
grants  of  land  and  dispose  of  land  of  the  United 
Statessouthof  the  State  of  Tennessee,  -  -       187 

u. 

Unclaimed  lands — In  the  territory  ceded  by  North  Caro- 
lina in  the  Nortli  and  Southwest  Territories,     -  22,  97 
United  States — Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  establishing 

the  southern  boundary  of  the,  -  •       100 

Interfering  land  claims  of  Georgia  and  the,  -       101 

Agreement  and  cession  between  Georgia  and  the,       125 
Claims  to  lands  in  Tennessee,  by  the,       -  211,  584 

Upper    Mississippi   Company— Claims    of,    and    report 

thereon,  -  -  .  .  .       133 

Deposite  in  the  State  Treasury  of  #35,000,  by  the,       14> 
Claims  under  the,  -  .  .  215, 252 

V. 

Vandalia  Company — Claims  of  the,  -  -  -      24 
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-       559 

Alphabetical  list  of  claimants  in  the — 

Adair,  Louis, 

-       290 

Addison,  WiUiam, 

-       559 

Ails,  Amos, 

-       299 

Ails,  Stephen, 

.299 

Alare,  Louis, 

11 

AUer,  Louis, 

13 

Anderson,  Thomas, 

567,  569 

Andrez,  Joseph, 

11 

Andr^,  Joseph, 

-       290 

Andr^  Pierre, 

-       568 

Antaya,  widow. 

-       566 

Anthis,  John  and  Jacob,    -             - 

-       292 

Anthis,  Francis, 

570,  572 

Applegate,  Samuel, 

.       563 

Ardrine,  L.                        -            - 

-       559 

Arguilliere,  John  D', 

87 

Armstrong,  John, 

292,  299 

Arpin,  Jean  B.                    -             - 

298,  559 

Arturgus,  Mainard, 

87 

Aschar,  Joseph, 

-       559 

A  skin,  John, 

88,  559 

Astargus,  widow. 

13 

Asturgus,  Minor,  heirs  of. 

-      ,       -       559 

Asturgus,  Robert, 

-       566 

Astrus  Alexis,        ... 

290,  5S9 

Baird,  Sam'l,  86,  89, 291, 292, 293,  300,  562,  570,  571,  574 

Baird,  Joseph, 

89,  568 

Baird,  Robert, 

291,  568 

Baird,  Thomas, 

562,  568 

Bailey,  John,                       -             -       300,  559,  568,  570 

Baillarjon,  Nicholas,  heirs  of. 

290,  560 

Baker,  Isaac, 

-      572 

Baker,  Joel, 

-      573 

Ballairjon,  Nicholas, 

-    11,  290,  560 

Ballaidron,  Nicholas, 

12 

Baroye,  Frangois,  Jun. 

11 

Baroye,  Frangois,  Sen.     - 

11 

Baril,  Francis, 

13 

Barrackman,  Michael, 

86 

Barrackman,  Peter,  heirs  of. 

-   89,  560,  561 

Barrackman,  Peter,  Jun.  - 

89 

Barrickman,  Peter, 

297,  559 

Barrackman,  John, 

-      299 

Barrackman,  Christopher,  heirs  of. 

560,  598 

Barrackman,  Abraham,     - 

-  560,  568,  570 

Barrais,  Frangois, 

88 

Barkman,  Henry, 

-       291 

Barrackman,  Henry, 

-       559 

Barrois,  Jean  B. 

290,  300 

Bartheaume,  Noel, 

-      300 

Barron,  Joseph, 

564,  568 

Barton,  Tliomas, 

-       565 

Barrois,  Francois,  Jun.     - 

-       290 

Barry,  Francis, 

-       290 

Barrois,  Frangois,  Sen,     - 

-       290 

Barron,  Pierre,  heirs  of,  - 

-       290 

Barril,  Francois, 

-       559 

Barthe  Pierre, 

-       560 

Barrois,  Lambert, 

-      568 

Barrois,  Leon, 

-       568 

Barsaleau,  Jean  B.             -             - 

-       568 

Barrois,  Alexis,  heii-s  of. 

-       568 

Basinet,  Francis,  widow  of. 

11 

Basseron,  Francis, 

13 

Bassadon,  Laurent, 

86 

Bawhus,  Benjamin, 

15 

Bayadon,  Lawrence, 

89 

Bazadon,  Laurent,   12,  290,   291,   292, 

295,  300,  559, 

563,  56S.  574 

Bazinette,  Frangois,  widow  of,     - 

-      290 

Bazinette,  Frangois, 

-      560 

Beauvais,  Mr. 

19 

Beauchain,  Frangois,  heirs  of, 

-      302 

Beauchene,  Jean  Baptiste, 

-•  302,  560,  575 

Beaudoin,  Benjamin, 

-       568 

Beckes,  Benjamin,             -            87,  559 

560,  564,  568 

Beckes,  Parmenas, 

299,  565 
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Becquet,  widow  of,  -  -  -  .       574 

Beedle,  Elias,        -  -  .  .  .       559 

Bequet,  Pierre,     -  -  .  -  .       290 

Bequet,  Jacques,  heirs  of,  -  -  -       290 

Bergeron,  Louis,  -  -  -  -    12,  290,  560 

Berger,  Frederick,  -  -  -    12,  559,  568 

Bergand,  Chai-les,  -  -  -  -         13 

Berger,  Frederick,  heirs  of,  -  -  -       559 

Berger,  George,  heirs  of,  -  -  560,  568 

Bergrand,  Dominique,      -  -  -  .       290 

Bergrand,  Charles,  ....       290 

Bergman,  Christian,  ....       299 

Berger,  Peter,       -  .  -  -  .        559,  568 

Bergand,  Charles,  ....       550 

Bergand  Dominique,         ....       5gQ 
Biddle,  Ehas,         .  -  -       568,  569,  571,  573 

Biens,  Andr£  des,  -  ,  -  -  562,  565 

Billet,  Peter,         .  .  -  -  -      300 

Binette,  Jean  B.    -  .  -  11,  13,  290,  559,  560 

Binet,  John,  .  -  .  -  .         12 

Bino,  Jean  B.         .    .        -  -  -  .       568 

Black,  Daniel,       -  .  -  -  -       292 

Black,  James,        .....       570 
Blackford,  John,  -  -  .  -  -       299 

Blackford,  Reuben,  heirs  of,  ...       299 

Blackford,  Ralph,  -  -  .  -       299 

Bolon,  Amable,     -  .  -         13,  290,  559,  568 

Bolon,  Susanna,     .....         14 
Bolon,  Margaret,  .  -  -  .89,  296 

Bolon,  Hvpolite,    ...  -  300,  559,  574 

Bolon,  Gabriel,      ....  290,  568 

Bolon,  Louis,         ....  290,  559 

Bolon,  Gabriel,  Sen.  -  -  -  290,  568 

Bonneau,  Charles,  .  -  .      11,  12,  290 

Bonneau,  Charles,  Sen.     ....       560 
Bonneau,  Peter,    -  -  .  .  14,  290 

Boneau,  JeanB.    ....  -       290 

Bonneau,  Nicholas,  -  .  .  300,  568 

Bonhomme,  John  B.  -  -  -  559,  565,  568 

Bondy,  Antoine,    .....       559 
Bono,  Nicholas,    ...  -  -       560 

Bordeleau,  Michael,  .       11,  12,  290,  294,  300,  559 

Bordeleau,  Antoine,  Sen.  -         11,  300,  559,  573 

Bordeleau,  Antoine,  .    14,  290,  300,  559,  568,  573 

Bordeleau,  .....       56O 

Bordeleau,  Charles,  -  -  -  r      568 

Bordeleau,  Pierre,  ....       568 

Bordeleau,  Frangois,         ....       568 
Borneau,  Charles,  -  -  -  -       560 

Bosseron,  Francois,  -  -         11,  290,  559,  560 

Bosseron,  Charles,  .  -  -  -         85 

Bosseron,  Francis,  heirs  of,  -  -       85,  87,  301 

Bosseron,  J.  B.,  heirs  of,  -  -  -  290,  560 

Bosseron,  Ursule  and  Julie,  -  -  561,  572 

Bosseron,  .....       560 

Boucher,  Vital,      -    11,  12,  14,  290,  293,  559,  560,  573 
Boulon,  Amable,   -  .  .  -  -         11 

Boucher,  Charles,  heirs  of,  -  -  -       574 

Boucher,  Joseph,  ....       568 

Boyer,  Francois,    ....    14,  559,  568 
Boyer,  Toussaint,  or  J.  B.  -  -  560,  568 

Boyer,  Peter,         .....       560 
Boyer,  Louis,         -  -  -  H,  14,  290,  560 

Bradley,  Samuel,  -  .  -  -  .299 

Bradley,  Charles,  -  -  -  -  -      300 

Bradley,  John,       .  -  -  -  "       ?^^ 

Bradley,  James,     .....      300 
Brassard,  Joseph,  widow  of,  -  -  -         13 

Breton,  Jean  B.     -  -  -  -  -       290 

Brinker,  Abraham,  -  -  -  291,  292 

Briquet,  Andr£,    .  -  -  -  .290 

Bronniett,  Michael,  -  -  -  .87 

Brossard,  Joseph,  heirs  of,  -  -  -       574 

Brouillet,  Francois,  .  -  -     11,  290,  573 

Brouillet,  Michael,  -  -  11,  14,  290,  568 

Brouillet,  Louis,    -  -  -  -       11,  15,  290 

Brown,  Frances,    -  -  .  -  .      299 

Brown,  James,       .....       299 
Brown,  William,  -  -  -  -  .299 

Brown,  Joseph,    ...  -  -       299 

Bugand,  Charles,  -  -  -  .11 

Bullitt,  William,   .       290,  291,  292,  559,  562,  566,  567 
BuUett,  Benjamin,  ...  -       560 

Buntin,  Robert,     86,  88,  290,  291,  292,  298,  300,  560, 
561,  564,  565,  569,  570,  571,  572,  573 
Buteau,  widow,     -  -  -  -  ■       290 

Cabassier,  Peter,  ...  -  -       303 

Cambris,  Andr^,   .  .  -  -  -       568 

Campeau,  Ren^,    ...  -  -       294 

Campeau,  Pierre,  ....       569 

Campagnotte,  Frangois,    .  -  -    13,  290,  294 

Cantelmy,  Frangois,  -  -  -  568,  574 

Capeau,  Antoine,  ....       563 

Capucine,  Theodore,        ...  -       569 

Cardinal,  Jean  B.  -  1  -     11,290,550 

Cardinal,  Jacques,  -  -         H,  290,  560,  561 
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Cardinal,  Nicholaus,  widow  of,  11, 12,  290,  561,  567,  574 


Cardinal,  James,   - 

12 

Cardinal,  Jeanne,  - 

-       296 

Cardinal,  Marianne  W. 

-       574 

Cardinal,  Toussaint, 

-       568 

Carnieyer,  Pierre, 

11 

Carter,  Moses, 

-    11,290,560 

Cartier,  Peter, 

15,  290,  298,  561,  568 

Carriere,  heirs  of. 

-       299 

Carmichael,  Patrick, 

299,  575 

Carmichael,  James, 

-       560 

Carson,  Alexander, 

-       300 

Carron,  Jean  B.    - 

-       290 

Cardine,  John, 

299,  561 

Cardine,  Louis,     - 

-       561 

Carzee,  Jean, 

-       570 

Cassaday,  Henry, 

-       562 

Catt,  Philip, 

560,  563,  568,  570 

Catt,  Georg-e, 

563,  573 

Caty,  Antoine, 

U,  12,  290,  560 

Cearhart,  Andrew, 

-      297 

Cedeter,  Jacob,     - 

-       299 

Chabot,  Joseph,    - 

11,  290,  561,  569 

Chartier,  Joseph,  - 

11,  14,  290,  560,  561 

Chartier,  J.  B.      - 

560,  561 

Charpentier,  John, 

11,  290 

Charbonneau,  Jacob, 

11,  290 

Charbonneaii,  Germain,    - 

-       568 

Chartier,  Pierre,  Sen. 

11 

Chartier,  Michel, 

-       569 

Chartier,  Jean  Baptiste,    - 

12,  290 

Charpaid,  Nicholaus, 

11 

Chapard,  Nicholas, 

12,  89,  290,  561 

Chapard,  Marie  Clare, 

-       290 

Chats,  Philip, 

13 

Charbonneau,  James, 

-    14,  560,  561 

Chapart,  Nicholas, 

14 

Chartres,  Charles, 

87 

Chapoton,  Jean  B.             -             . 

-      290 

Chabert,  widow,    -             -             . 

560 

Chartier,  Debeauch  Joseph, 

-       561 

Chabert,  Jean,       ... 

561 

Chabert,  Pierre,    -             -            - 

-       568 

Chatignie,  Ig-nace, 

-       568 

Chartran,  Jean  B.              -             - 

-       568 

Cheme,  Jean  B.     - 

85 

Chertier,  Joseph,  - 

87 

Chien,  Jean  B.  Beaux, 

89 

Cheroqiii,  Jean  B.             -             . 

-      569 

Chicot,  Francois,  - 

-      300 

Church, , 

13,  566 

Clarke,  George  Rogers,    - 

89,  561 

Clarke,  William, 

290,  561 

Claypole,  Jeremiah,  291,  292,  559 

563,  564,  566,  571, 

573 

Clermont,  Ursule, 

14,  290 

Clermont,  Lisette,  heirs  of. 

-      574 

Clermont,  Pierre, 

-   ,      ,  -      568 

Clermont,  Michael, 

-      574 

Cloud,  Joseph, 

-      568 

Cochon,  Jacques, 

-      291 

Cochran,  William, 

-      299 

Coder,  Franjois, 

-    11,  290,  561 

Coder,  Louis, 

-      11,  13,  568 

Coder,  Pierre,  heirs  of,     -       11,  15 

,  290,  560,  561,  569 

Coder,  Ren^, 

560,  561 

Coder,  Andr^, 

-  561,  568,  569 

Coder,  Jean  Baptiste, 

-      568 

Coder,  Toussaint, 

-      569 

Coder,  Henry, 

-      569 

Cointe,  Ursule, 

13 

Compagnot,  Francois, 

11,  573 

Compagnotte,  Pierre, 

300,  569 

Cornoyer,  Louis, 

-      300 

Connoyer,  Peter, 

-  14,  87 

Constant,  Jean  B. 

-      293 

Conger,  Jonathan, 

290,  573 

Cooperwriter,  Henrj-, 

-      299 

Cooperwriter,  George,  heirs  of,  - 

-      299 

Cornoyer,  Louis, 

-      300 

Cornoyer,  Pierre,  heirs  of. 

290,  561 

Cornoyer,  Alexis, 

-      569 

Coteau,  Jacques, 

88 

Cott,  Philip, 

89 

Cott,  George, 

89 

Coulter,  Thomas, 

-  290,  565,  566 

Coulen,  Jacques, 

-       561 

Couteaux,  Jacques,  heirs  of. 

-       574 

Courtois,  Pierre, 

-       569 

Crawford,  John,  heirs  of,  - 

-       561 

Crely,  Jerome, 

15,  290 

Crepeau,  Louis,  heirs  of,  - 

-      574 

Crock,  David, 

-       559 

Culbert,  John,  heirs  of,     - 

-      574 

Cuntz,  Felix, 

-       561 

Custo,  Gabriel, 

-       290 
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Dace,  Michael,  ....       559 

Dagenat,  Ambroise,  -  .         11,  301,  569,  574 

Dagene,  Joseph,  ....       291 

Dagneau,  Pierre,  ....       291 

Dagenet,  Franjois,  ....       56I 

Dagneau, ,  .  -  .  .       562 

D.aigne.au,  Pierre,  -  .  .  -         11 

Dalton,  Thomas,  .  . ,  -  .  12,  14 

Dalton,  Anne,  .  .  -  .         89 

Dalton,  Valentine  Thomas,       '     -     '       .  291,  562 

Dalton,  Valentine,  ....       562 

Dalton,  Hannah,  ....       562 

D'Amour,  Jean  Baptiste, ....       290 
Danis,  Honors,  .  .         13,  290,  300,  573 

Danis,  Antoine,  heirs  of,   -  .         88,  291,  562,  573 

Danis,  Jacques,  ....       291 

Daperon,  Guillaume,         -  -  -  11,  291 

Dapron,  Pierre,  -  .  -  .       569 

Dapron,  Joseph,  ....       569 

Darguiller,  Pierre,  ...  .  .       290 

Darrys,  Antoine,  .  .  -  -         11 

Darrys,  Honors,  -  -  -  -         11 

Davidson,  Jeremiah,  ....       290 

Davis,  Cornelius,  ....       300 

Davis,  John,  -  .  -  568,  569,  572 

Day,  Robert,  .  -  -     89, 299,  569 

Day,  John,  .  .  -     89, 299,  569 

De  Claurier,  Louis,  .  .  .  .         11 

Decker,  John,  -  -         12,  293,  561,  569 

Decker,  Luke,   14,   85,   296,  562,  563,  564,  565,  567, 

569,  571 
Decker,   Isaac,   87,   301,  559,  562,  564,  565,  566,  569, 

572 
Decker,  Joseph,  -  .  -    87,  562,  569 

Decker,  Moses,  87,  89,  292,  293,  561,  568,  569 

Decker,  Tobias,  .  .  -    88,  561,  569 

Decker,  Abraham,  88,  90,  294,  561,  562,  568,  569 

Decker,  Jacob,  ....       294 

Decointr^,  heirs  of,  -  -  -  -       559 

Decouteaux,  Joseph,         -  -  -  562,  570 

Deganne,  Joseph,  ....       569 

De  Hetre,  widow,  ....       291 

Dejean,  Philip,  ....       569 

Delisle,  Charles,  .  -  -     11,  291,  562 

Delisle,  Amable,  -  -  -       11,  15,  291 

De  Laurier,  John  B.  -  11,291,561,564,573 

Deloire,  John  B.  ,  ...         87 

Delorie,  Louis,  ....       567 

Delaurier,  Francois,  -  -  -  -       297 

Delaurier,  Louis,  -  -  -  292,  298 

Delaiu'ier,  Ren^  Francois,  ...       290 

Dempsy,  Hugh,  ....      574 

Denye,  Jacques,  .  -  -  .11 

Denorgon,  Louis,  ....  11,  12 

Denorgon,  Joressaints,  ....  11,  12 
Denorgon,  L.  and  Angelique,  ...  302 
Denoyon,  Toussaint,  -  -  -  291,  569 

Denoyon,  Jean  Louis,  ....  291 
Denoyon,  Louis,  -  -       291,  561,  562,  569 

Denoyon, ,  ....       561 

Denis,  Jacques,  -  .'  -  -       562 

Deneau,  Pierre,  ....       569 

Depron,  Bernard,  ....       569 

Depre,  Francois,  ....       569 

Derogier,  Bonaventure,    -  -  -  -         11 

Derozier,  Bonaventure,    -  -  -  290,  561 

Derousse,  Francois,  ....       291 

Desause,  Franjois,  -  -  -  -         11 

Desbiens,  Andre,  ...  562,  565 

Desloges,  Pierre,  ....       571 

Devalcour,  Franfois,         ...  -       300 

Devenu,  Samuel,  -  -  -  -       299 

Devore,  PhUip,  .  -  -  561,  569 

De  Valcour,  Francis  M.    -  -  -  573,  574 

Devignet,  Louis,  ....       291 

Dielle,  Charles,  -  -  11,  14,  291,  569 

Ditard,  Jean,  -  -  -  562,  571 

Ditard,  Nicholaus,  .  -  -  11,  291 

Divore,  Philip,  ....       561 

Dixon,  Henrj-,  ....      M9 

Dizier,  widow,  ....      291 

Dizi,  Barbara,  ....       561 

Dizi, ,  -  -  -  .562 

Dobbins,  Matthew,  ....      574 

Dovritt,  John,  -  -  -  .13 

Dremin,  Jacob,  ....       294 

Drouet,  Antoine,  -  11,  291,  561,  562,  566 

Dube,  Joseph,  -  -  -     12, 291,  562 

Dubois,  John  Baptiste,      -  11,  291,  562,  569,  573 

Dubois,  Toussaint,  14,  87,  290,  291,  293,  560,  562,  563, 
564,  565,  566,  568,  569,  570,  571,  572 
Dubois  &  Marchall,  -  -  -  290,  559 

Dubois,  Joseph,  ....       569 

Ducheme,  John  Baptiste,  -  -  -  .  11,  12 

Ducharme,  Joseph,  -  -  -     11,291,562 

Duchram,  Joseph,  -  -  -  .15 
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Duchesne,  Jean  B 

Dndevoir,  Chai-les, 

Dugal,  Antoine, 

Billy,  John,    . 

Dumay,  Amable, 

Dumais,  Ambrose, 

Dumais,  Francis, 

Dumay,  heirs  of, 

Dumais,  Jean  Baptiste,     - 

Dumais,  Jacques, 

Duquindre,  Jean  Baptiste, 

Durham,  John, 

Dutremble,  Jean  Baptiste, 

Edeline,  Louis, 

Edeline,  Alexis, 

Edeline,  Alexis,  Joseph,  and  Nicholas, 

Edeline,  Joseph, 

Edeline,  Nicholas,  -    ' 

Edgar,  John, 

Egbert,  Nicholas,  -  - 

Etienne,  Jacques, 

Ewing,  Nathaniel, 

Falls,  Robert, 

Faucher,  Pierre, 

Fernsly,  James, 

Fernsly,  William, 

Fieron,  Robert, 

Fields,  Keen, 

Fidler,  George, 

Flammelln,  Joseph, 

Flower,  Thomas, 

Fortin,  Jean  Belony, 

Fortin,  Louis  Nicholas,     - 

Foreman,  Joseph, 

Forney,  Anthony, 

Fouche,  Bonaventure, 

Foyzis,  Fran9ois, 

Fowler,  Alexander, 

Frederick,  Lewis, 

Frederick,  Sebastian, 

Frederick,  Peter, 

Frichette,  Jean  B. 

Furney,  Anthony, 

Gagnier,  Louis,    • 

Gallinois,  Alexis  Asturse,  - 

Gamelin,  Paul, 

Gamelin,  Antoine, 

Gamelin,  Pierre, 

Gamelin,  Magdalene, 

Gamelin,  Paul  and  Marguerite, 

Garcis,  John, 

Gai-land,  John  and  Matthew, 

Garzee,  Jean, 

Gibault,  Rev.  Peter,  -    ' 

Gibault, , 

Gibson,  John, 
Gilbert,  Pierre, 
Gilbreath,  James, 
Gilbeau,  Antoine, 
Gilmore,  Robert, 
Glass,  John, 
Glaze,  Adam, 
Goder,  Toussaint, 
Godere,  Rene,  dit  Pannah, 
Goder,  Louis, 
Goder,  Pierre, 
Goder,  Francois, 
Gonzales,  Simon, 
Goyeau,  Antoine, 
Gracoit,  John, 
Gregoire,  Joseph, 
Grimane,  Charles, 
Grimane,  Jean  B. 
Grimane,   Peter, 


Guarguipie,  Amable, 

Guielle,  Charles, 

Guilbant,  Charles, 

Guignolet,  or  Guiguvlet,  Alexis, 

Guion,  Pierre, 

Guignolet,  Jean, 

Guignolet,  Louis, 

Guilbea,  Charles, 

Guitarre,  Jean  B, 

Guiyeau,  Pierre, 

Gumarre,  Pierre, 

Haintonge,  Joseph, 

Hall,  William, 

Hall,  Thomas, 

Hall,  Christian, 

Hamilton,  William, 

Hamtramck,  John  Francis, 

Hamelin,  Francis, 

Hamelin,  Joseph, 

Harpin,  John  B 


Harbin,  Joshua, 


290,  294,  561,  564,  573 

-  11,  13,  291,  562,  569 

290,  562 

-  574 

11,  291 

12,  291 

14,  569 

-  573 
■  -   569 

-  569 

-  569 
562,  570 

291,  564 

-  11,  12.  291,  300,  562 
298 
562! 
569 

-  569 
291,  573 

-  571 
■-   291 

-  290 

568,  571 

-  569 
294,  309 

-  562 
14 

570 

-  291.  561,  563,  566 

11 

-  301 
569 

-  290,  291,  292,  559 

-  568,  569,  571 
.  -   300 

-  291 

-  ■   -    562,  574 

15,  299 
562,  569 
562,  569 
562,  569 

13,  569 

-  574 

-  291 
11 

-  11,  I5,  88,  291,  563 
,,  ■  11,  15,  291,  573 
11,15,291.301,562,563 

-  300 

-  565 

-  291 

-  575 

-  570 
14 
19 

569,  570 
n,  291 

298,  575 

-  564 

-  564 

-  562 

-  573 

11,  291 
11,  291,  293,  574 

-  291,  562,  563 

-  574 

-  291 

-  290,  291,  560 

-  570 

-  570 

-  569 

-  295 

-  570 
11,  13.  291,  295,  300,  563,  569, 

574 
11, 15.  291,  563 

-  11,  291,  295 

12,  291 
290,  559 

-  291 

-  291 

-  292 

-  563 

-  569 

-  570 
11 

-  566 
BR,  563 
88,  563 

-  563 

-  12,  291,  299 
14,  560,  562,  567 

-  298,  303,  570 
291,  303,  563,  574 

11,  15,  291,  563 


87,  303,  560,  563,  565,  570,  572 
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Harrison,  William  Henry,  290,  291,  292,  293,  559,  551 

Harness,  Isaac,  -             .             '.        '  '      '  ogo 
Harness,  Adam.    559.  560.  561,  564,  565,  568   569  571 

Harbui,  John,  .           563,  568,  569,'  570*  573 

Harpin,  Amable,  -             -             .             _       -70 

Harpier.  Jean  B.  -             .             .             [      j^g 

Harselin,  Josephj  -             -             .             .       ggi 

Hay,  John  D.  ....       gon 

Hazleton.  Daniel,  -             -             .            _       jg^ 

Hazleton,  Jarvis,  -             -             .           555   jgg 

Henry,  Moses,  -             - 11,  13,  291,  299*  563 

Henry,  James,  -             -             .             .    '  295 

Heward,  Hugh,  .             .             .             -       563 

Hill,  Thomas,  -             .             .           300   575 

Hinton,  Vachel,  .             -             .           300,563 

Hoche,  Barclay,  -             ...             -        88 

Holder,  Thomas,  -             .             .           550,  sgg 

HoUiday,  James,  ....       553 

Holliday,  Ezekiel,  -             -             .             .       57Q 

Howe,  Christian,  -             .             .             .       299 

Howell,  Jacob,  -             -             .       86,  89, 563 

Howell,  William,  -             -             -             89   299 

Howell,  John,  -             -             -             .    '  573 

Howell,  David,  ....       299 

Howell,  Randr^,  ....       299 

Huff,  Abraham,  ....       555 

Hunot,  Joseph,  -             -  11,  13,  291.  563,  570 

Hiinot,  Gabriel,  -             .             .           553^  570 

Hunot,  Toussaint,  ....       291 

Hunot,  Antoine,  ....       57Q 
Hunt,  Jesse  and  Abigail,  ....      291 

Hurst,  Henry,  ....      291 

Hyneman,  Robert,  ....       571 

Jacques,  Etienne.  .             .             .             -         11 

Jennings,  Robert,  -             .             .           299,  563 

Johnson,  Edward,  .             .             .             n    291 

Johnson,  Robert,  .             .           13,  88,  563,  570 

Johnson,  James,  15,  87,  290,  561,  563.  570.  571 

Johnson,  General  W.  ....       292 

Johnson,  John,  .             -       295,  569.  570,  572 

Johnson,  Abraham,  .             .             -           296,  299 

Johnson,  Ezekiel,  ....       300 

Johnson,  Samuel,  ....       559 

Johnson,  William,  -             .             -           563.  571 

Johnson,  Richard,  -             -             .           563,  570 
Jones.  Thomas.  87,  290,  291,  292,  294,  562,  563,  568. 

569,  570 

Jones,   John  Rice.   88.  291.   292.   299.  560,  561,  562. 
563,  564,  565,  570 

Jordan,  Ephraim.  .           290.  291,  560,  569,  574 

Jordan,  Thomas,  .             -             .  295.  563, 570 

Joseph,  Michel  Andr^.  ....       291 

Joyale,  Jean  Baptiste,  -             -             .             11,  291 

Joyeuse.  Joseph.  ....       573 

Junkins,  Anthony.  -            -            .            .      290' 

Kerre,  Peter,  Sen.  -             .             .             - 13,  85 

Kirk,  Henry,  .             .             .  562,  568,  569 

Knox,  Hugh,  ....       293 

Kuykindall,  Abraham,  .           560,  561,  566,  568.  569 

Labuissiere,  Joseph,  -             .             .             .11 

Labreche,  Paul,  ....       296 

Labuxiere,  Genevieve,  ....       291 

Labelle.  Joseph,  ....       292 

Labuxiere,  Louis,  ....       570 

Lacroix,  Jacques,  .             .             -     11, 291,  564 

Lacoste,  Charles,  -             -             -             13,  291 

Lachine,  Charles,  .             .             .  291, 562,  569 

Lacoste,  Andr^,  -             .             -           291,  564 

Laderoute,  Louis,  -             -             -             11,  291 
Laderoute,  Louis  Seguin, ....       300 

Laderoute,  Alexis,  ....       553 

Laderoute,  Jacques,  ....       570 

Lafleur,  Jean  Baptiste,  -             -             -           291,  564 

Laforest,  Pierre,  -       11,  13.  291.  564,  570,  573 

La  Fontaine,  Jean  B.  -             .             -             11.  292 

Lafeuillade,  Joseph,  -             .             .             13,  298. 

Laforest,  Marianne,  -             -             .             .       295 

I.afoy,  Vincent,  ....       553 

Lafleur,  Francis,  ....      291 

Lafontaine,  Etienne,  ....       570 

Laframbois,  Antoine,  ....       554 

Lafeuillade,  Pierre,  ....       570 

Lafleur,  Joseph,  ....       570 

Lafferty,  John,  .             -             -             .570 

Laforest,  Louis,  ....       570 

Lafeuillade,  Jean  B.  .             .             -             .       570 

Lagarde,  St.  Jean,  .             .             -             .11 

Lalemere,  Antoine,  -             -             .             89,  565 

Lalumier,  Antoine,  -             -             -           565,  571 

Lamotte,  Jacques.  -             .             -       11.  13,  291 

Lamare,  Louis,  -             -             -             11,  291 

Lamothe,  Joseph,  .             .             .89, 566,  570 

Lamoreux,  Joseph,  ....       291 

Languedoc,  Charles,  -             .             .             11,  564 

Languedoc,  Andres,  .             .  11,  13,  291,  564,  573 
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Laiiglois,  Frangois,  -  -  -  .       570 

Langlois,  Rene,  -  -  11,  13,  291,  563 

Langlois,  Arne,  -  -  -  .       554 

Langiiedoc,  Fianjois,      11,  12,  291,  296,  563,  564,  573 
Languedoc,  Barbe  Durand,  -  -  -       291 


Pagi-s, 


Vincennes,  district  0/— Alphabetical  list  of  claimants  in  the — 


LapTante,  Jean  B. 

560,  573 

Lapointe,  Nicholas, 

-       291 

Lapointe,  Jaseph, 

-       570 

Lardoise,  Amable, 

-     11,  291,  570 

Larclie,  Joseph, 

-       300 

Larsh,  Joseph, 

291,  564 

Latrimouille,  Jacques,     11 

,  13, 

292,  296,  300,  563,  564 

Latour,  Peter, 

14,  570 

Latramoux,  Jacques, 

88 

Lebaige,  Dennis, 

12,  291 

Lecointe,  Franjois, 

-      300 

Lecoteaii,  Joseph, 

-       570 

Ledgerwood,  James, 

561, 

565,  566,  570,  571,  572 

Lee,  William, 

-       570 

Leech,  George, 

295,  564 

Leech,  Fran9ois, 

-       564 

Lefevre,  Antoine,    11,  13, 

291 

292,  297,  563,  564,  570 

Lefevre,  Charles, 

13 

Lefevre,  Pierre, 

291,  564 

Lefevre,  Louis, 

-       571 

Lefeuillade,  Francois, 

-       570 

Leffleur, 

-       573 

Legrand,  Gabriel, 

11,  15,  291,  299 

Legrand,  Joseph, 

-       570 

Legrals,  J.  Philip  Marie,  - 

11 

Legerwood,  James, 

303 

Legarde,  Jean, 

291,  570 

Legaud,  Ren£, 

-       291 

Legi-as,  Philip, 

-       292 

Legrand,  Jean  M. 

-  563,  564,  570 

Legarde,  Jean  B. 

-       564 

Legrand,  Jean  B. 

-       570 

Lemay,  Louis, 

12,  292 

Leneveu,  Louis, 

13 

Leproux,  Joseph, 

-       573 

L'Esperance,  Jean  B. 

300,  575 

Letemps,  Jean  B. 

-       570 

Levrond,  Joseph, 

- 

11,  292 

Leveson,  Joseph, 

13 

Levins,  Nancy, 

295,  574 

Levins,  Nicholas, 

- 

-       573 

Levins,  Joseph, 

-       563 

Levins,  Richard, 

-       563 

Levron,  Louis, 

- 

-      573 

Levron,  widow, 

-       300 

Leveron,  Joseph, 

292,  564 

Lewis,  John, 

- 

-       293 

Lindey,  Frederick, 

-  561,  570,  573 

Lionois,  Jean  B. 

-       564 

Lismain,  Peter, 

.  * 

.       570 

Lite,  John, 

. 

-       564 

Liza,  Manuel, 

. 

-       290 

Lognon,  Franfois, 

11,  13,  291,  563 

Lognon,  Joseph, 

-     11,  292,  564 

Loneven,  Louis, 

-       570 

Long,  Benjamin, 

-       299 

Lowe,  John, 

-       571 

Lunciurd,  Anthony, 

11 

Lunsford,  Antoine, 

-  291,  299,  300 

McClure,  George, 

-       290 

McClure,  John, 

. 

-       290 

McClure,  WiUiam, 

-       291 

McClure,  Daniel, 

-       293 

McClure,  Samuel, 

.       570 

McConnell,  Samuel, 

- 

-       290 

McCoy,  John, 

.       290 

McClelland,  John, 

.       299 

McDonough,  Stace, 

-  300,  574,  575 

McGowen,  William, 

-  296,  564,  571 

Mcintosh,   William,   290,  291,  292,  293,  297,  560,  561 
562,  563,  565,  566,  567,  568,  569,  570,  571,  572 
McKee,  Samuel,  -  -  -  -       290 

McMuUin,  James,  ....      300 

McNully,  James,  -  -  .  .       565 

McNulty,  James,  -  -  -         14, 15,  86 

McNulty,  Watts,  &  Simpson, 


McQueen,  James, 
McQueen,  Benjamin, 
Magnant,  Germain, 
Magot,  Nicholas, 
Mahl,  Frederick, 
Maisonville,  Joseph, 
Maisonville,  Jean  B. 
Malette,  Pierre, 
Malette,  Antoine, 
Mallet,  Francois, 
Malette,  Joseph, 
Mallet,  Louis, 
Mallet,  Thomas, 
Mallet,  Jos.  and  Louis, 
Hangen,  Jean  B. 


-  300 

-  300 

-  292 

-  292 

11 
292,  571 

-  571 
-  11,  12,  292,  300,  565 

-  11,  292,  564 
11,  12,  87,  292,  564,  565 

11,  292 

-  14,  292,  565 

88 

565  I 

11,292 


Marie,  widow 
Marie,  Antoine, 
Martin,  Alexander, 
Martin,  John, 
Martin,  William, 
Marshall,  Antoine, 
Marney,  Jonathan, 
Marshall,  John, 
Mattson,  Luke, 
Matson,  Ralph, 
Mayot,  Nicholas, 
Mays,  Robert, 
Mays,  Jeremiah, 
Mays,  William, 
Means,  Samuel, 

Meaux, , 

Melil,  Frederick, 
Melloche,  Antoine, 
Melton,  Thomas, 
Menard,  Pierre, 
Meredy,  Daniel, 
Metey^,  Louis, 
Metellier,  Louis, 
Metey^,  Joseph  Levron,  - 
Meteye,  Joseph, 
Mette,  Ren^, 
Mette,  Joseph, 
Metey^,  Levron  Louis, 
Meuville,  Joseph, 
Midler,  Frederick, 
Milliet,  Jean  B. 
Millet,  John  B. 
Mills,  Zachariah, 
Mills,  John, 
Mills,  Edward, 
Mills,  Thomas, 
MiUburn,  Joseph, 
Minie,  Francois, 
Miny,  Francis, 
Miner,  Isaac, 
Minor,  Jacob, 
Mitchell,  Joseph, 
Mois,  Jean  B. 
Moise,  Charles, 
Monplesir,  Andr£, 
Moore,  Samuel, 
Morrison,   William, 


565 
11,  13,  14,  292,  565,  573 

-  571 
15,  564,  565,  571 

-  566 
290,  296,  559,  561,  562,  563,  565 

290 
563 

-  294 
564,  571 

11 

88,  300,  564,  571,  574 

291,  293,  559,  564,  571 

564,  571 


Morrison,  John, 
Moreau,  Antoine, 
Morin,  De  Valcour  Francis, 
Mouviel,  Joseph, 
Moyse,  Jean  B. 
Moyse,  Charles, 
MuUikin,  James, 
Murdoch,  Rachel, 
Murphy,  John, 
Myot,  Nicholaus, 
Nangle,  Andrew, 
Naux,  Josette, 
Neau,  Michel, 
Noye,  Jacob, 
Ochiltree,  John, 
O'Hara,  James, 
Orleans,  Etienne, 
Orleans,  Joseph, 
Orth,  Moses  and  Adam,    - 
Ouilette,  John  B. 
Ouilette,  Alexis, 
Pacquin,  Francis, 
Page,  WlUiam, 
Page,  Joseph, 
Pagfi,  Josette, 

Paine,  Louis, 

Pannah,  Renez, 

Pancake,  J.  J.  &  D. 

Paneton,  Etienne, 

Pancake,  Joseph, 

Pappino,  Peter, 

Park,  William, 

Parent,  Joachim, 

Payette,  Joseph, 

Payette,  Guillaume, 

Payes,  (luillaume. 

Pea,  Jacob, 

Pea,  Henry, 

Pea,  John, 

Pea,  Daniel, 

Pea,  Abraham, 

Pearou,  Amable, 

Pedoret,  Joseph, 

Peltier,  Franjois, 

Peltier,  Eustace, 

Peltier,  Andr^, 

Pelliere,  Andrew, 
Perret,  Pierre, 


292,  293 
292 

-  292,  564,  572 

-  571 

-  559 

-  57.1 

-  571 

-  11,  292,  573 
15 

-  564 
292,  564 
292,  571 

-  571 

-  565 

-  564 

-  571 
11,  12,  292,  565 

12 

-   290,  291,  569,  570 

291,  564,  568,  569,  570,  571,  572 

-  296 

-  300 

-  563 
11,  292 

14 

89,  562,  564,  566 

-  294,  561,  563 

11 

11,  292 

296,  571 

-  11,  13,  292,  564,  565 

-  300 
39,  291,  292,  299,  300,  562,  563, 

566,  569,  570,  571 
299,  300 


292 

-  573 

-  571 

-  292 
296,  571 

-  573 

-  296 
564,  571 

12 

-  299 
88 

-  11, 12,  292 

-  565 

-  291,  568,  569 

-  292 

-  292 

-  570 

-  575 
11,  14,  292,  565 

12,  571 

-  574 
14,  88,  89,  292,  296,  297,  303,  565 

-  89,  565,  571 
293,  294 

88,  565 
11 

-  290 

-  292 

-  565 

-  565 
14,  565 

-  565 

-  292 

-  292 
11 

-  13,  87,  559,  560,  571,  573 

-  300,  560,  568,  569,  570,  571 
-   559,  565,  568,  571 

-  565,  570,  571 
570,  574 

.  '  ,  -     -   565 

-  565 
11,  292 

292,  565 

-  11,  565,  574 
13,  574 

-  11,  14,  292 
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Perodeau,  Joseph,  -             -             -             -         11 

Perron,  Amable,  -             -             -             11,  292 

Perot,  Nicholas,  -             -         11,  292,  301,  565 

Peron,  Pierre,  -             -         12,  292,  565,  574 

Perron,  Jean  B.  .             .             -             .       565 

Peredeau,  Joseph,  -             -        .     -             -         13 

Perry,  William,  -             -             .             .       296 

Perodo,  Joseph,  ....       570 

Perodo,  Joseph,  ....       292 

Perthiut,  Widow,  -             -             -             -       292 

Pettier,  Andrew,  ....       574 

Petit,  Antoine,  -            -        14,  293,  565,  571 

Pettier,  Maria  J.  ....       573 

Peters,  Godfrey,  -             -             -             -       571 

Phillibert,  Etienne,  -             -  •          -             H,  292 

Philipps,  Henry,  -             -             -             -       299 

Pillars,  Richard,  ....       565 

Ploug-h,  Jacob,  -             -             -             -       559 

Pluchon,  Louis,  -             -             -  292, 297,  565 

Pluchon,  Francois,  ....       292 

Pluchon,  Joseph,  ....       292 

Poirier,  Frapf  ois,  .             -             -             .       571 

Poirier,  Pierre,  -             -             -             -       571 

Pollard,  Richard,  -             -       290,  291,  292,  303 

Popenoe,  Peter,  -             -             -           299,  300 

Potevin,  Jean  B.  ...             -       298 

Potdivin,  Jean  B.  ....       571 

Potdivin,  Joseph,  ....       571 

Potdivin,  Franfois,  ...             -       571 

Preville,  Louis,  ....       571 

Price,  David,  .             -             -             -       559 

Price,  Benjamin  D.  -             -       559,  561,  563,  566 

Prior,  Abner,  ....       294 

Purcell,  Noah,  ...             -       290 

Purcell,  Jonathan,  -           290,  291,  292,  293,  301 

Purcell,  William,  ...             -       301 

Purcell,  Andrew,  ...             -       301 

Purcell,  Edward,  -             -             -             -       566 

Pyatt,  Benjamin,  -             -             -             -       299 

Quenez,  Pierre,  -             -             -             -         11 

Queret,  Peter,  -             -             -             -         13 

Querr^,  Antoine,  ...             -       297 

Querre,  Peter,  -             -       292,  300,  571,  573 

Querrie,  Pierre,  ....       565 

Racine,  J.  B.  St.  Marie,    -  -         11,  292,  298,  565 

Racine,  Franfois,  -             11,  292,  297,  565,  566 

Racine,  Pierre  and  Andrez,  -             -             -         1 1 

Racine,  F.  P.  A.  and  J.  B.  -             -             -         14 

Racine,  Angelique,  ...     88,  302,  566 

Racine,  Jean  B.  -             -       298,  565,  566,  573 

Racine,  Mary,  ....       299 

Racine,  Andrew,  -             -             -           300,  57'i 

Racine,  St.  Marie  Francois,  -             -             -       565 

Kacicos,  Francis,  -             -             -             -       560 

Radley,  John,  -             -             -             -       299 

Ramsay,  Allen,  -             -           13,  88,  565,  571 

Ravalet,  Louis,  -       11,  14,  292,  300,  566,  573 
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Reed,  Benjamin,  ....       573 
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Riend,  Joseph,  ....       571 
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Rimbault,  Henry,  -             -             -             -       571 

Robinson,  Andrew,  -             -             -           299,  566 

Robinson,  James,  ....       300 

Robbins,  John,  -             -             -           565,  571 

Robb,  David,  -             -             -             -       568 

Robb,  James,  -             -            -             -       569 

Robert,  Pierre,  -             -             -             -       571 

Rochard,  Pierre,  ...             -       292 

Roderigo,  Diego,  ...           300,  571 

Rose,  Matthias,  -             -             -             -       292 

Roupiault,  Loui.s,  -             -             -             -         11 

Rouse,  Joseph,  -             -             -             12,  292 

Roussant,  Francois,  ...             12,  292 

Roussault,  Louis,  ....       292 

Roy,  Andre,  -             -         12,  292,  297,  566 
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St.  Louis,  Jean,  ....       571 

St.  Marie,  Etienne,  -  .  .     11,292,565 
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Souci, , 
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Spears,  Noah, 
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Store,  Frederick, 

Strong,  James, 

Sidlivan,  Daniel,  15,  88, 
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Theil,  Isaac, 

Thickston,  John, 

Theriot,  Jean  C. 

Thiriot,  Julie, 

Thomas,  James, 

Thompson,  Samuel, 

Thompson,  Joseph, 

Thorn,  Charles, 

Thorn,  Michael, 

Thorn,  Charles  and  Jacob, 

Thorn,  Peter, 

Thorn,  Daniel, 

Thorn,  Jacob, 

Thorn,  Solomon, 

Tonton,  Francois, 

Tougas,  Joseph, 

Tougas,  Jolin, 

Tougas,  John  B.  -  - 

Tougas,  Auguste, 

Tougas,  Joseph, 

Tougas,  William, 

Toulon,  John, 

Trudel,  Franjois, 

Turpin,  Franjois, 

Twebaugh,  Jacob, 

United  States, 

Urno,  Fran9ois, 

Vachette,  Frangois, 

Vachette,  Pierre,  -         .   - 

Vachette,  Pierre  A.  -  - 
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Vallee,  Alexander, 
Valiquette,  Franjois, 
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561,  562,  564,  566,  569,  570,  571,  572,  575 
Vanderburg,  Jolin,  -  .  .  .      jgg 
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Vaudrye,  Jean  B.  .  .  n,  14,  293,  566^  567 
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Vigo,  Francis,   11,  13,  85,  290,  291,  292,  293,  560,'561, 
562,  563,  564,  565,  566,  567,  568,  57U 
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ViUeneuve,  Genevieve,     - 

Villeneuve,  Charles, 

ViUerage,  Jean  B. 

Villaret,  Jean  B. 

Vincennes  church. 

Walls,  James, 

Wallace,  George, 

■Warth,  Robert, 

Watts,  McNulty,  &  Simpson, 

Watkins,  Samuel, 

Watson,  William, 

Watts,  James, 

Wells,  William, 

Wells,  Thomas, 

Welton,  William, 
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Westfall,  John, 

Westfall,  Abraham, 

Westfall,  John  N. 

White,  Isaac, 

Widner,  John, 

Wilkes,  Joseph, 

Wilkins,  Andrew, 

Williams,  Ftancis, 

Wilmore,  John, 

Wlson,  Francis, 

Wdson,  Thomas, 

Wilson,  Alexander, 

Wilson,  Isaac, 
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Wortman,  Samuel,  .  .  _       ^ 
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convention  with  Georgia,  -  .  .       172 

Reports  of  committee  on  same,     •  -  178,194 
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Wahash  riter— Survey  and  sale  authorized  of  lands  on 

the,         -....,       jg2 
WaUier,  George— Claim  under  a  law  of  Georgia,   by,      .  34,  71 
See  report  on  Georgia  claims,       -  -    "        132  'l49 

War,  Secretary  «/— Report  of,  on  petition    and  claims    ' 

of  refugees  from  Canada  an.l  Nova  Scotia,        28,  106 

Report  of,  on  claim  of  Seth  Harding,  a  refugee,         92 

Ward,  /o/(«— Application  of  Indian  cluidren  of,  for  lands 

in  Ohio;  rejected,  .... 

Warrants  for  lands — Issued  to  Virginia  troops,  - 

How  to  be  signed  and  issued,        ... 
For  British  and  French  concessions, 
Renewal  of  military, 
Time  extended  for  locating  military. 
Unregistered  outstanding  military. 
Reserved  sections  for  original  holders  of, 
Samuel  Frazer  petitions  for  a  warrant,     . 
Bernard  Glenn  petitions  for  location  of  r4  Virginia 
military  land  warrant,    .... 
Form  of  British,     -  .  .  .  . 

Further  time  to  obtain  and  locate  military,  164,  3U4 

347  military,  substantial cd  since  the  destruction 

of  tlie  War  Office  in  1800, 
Location  of,  ....  . 

Of  survey,  British  and  Spanish,  disallowed. 
Fraudulently  obtained,      .... 
Warrants  of  survey— Uiiit^A  by  the  Bntisli  Government 
of  West  Florida;  report  adverse, 
British  and  Spanish,  disallowed, 
Washington  county— Entries  in,  746,362}  acres, 
Wayne    county,    iiid/ana— Memorial  of  inhabitants  of, 
asking  for  lan<ls,  .... 

West,  Calo,  and  others — Claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 

Territory,  of,     - 
Western  Beserve  of  Connecticut — Cession  of,  proposed,    . 
Wheaton,  John  li. — Petition  of,  as  claimant  under  Geor- 
gia grants,  -  .  .  .  . 
Williams,  Robert — Commissioner  to  regulate  grants  of 
lands,  and  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  south 
of^the  State  of  Tennessee;  reports,      .  187,  193,  598 
Williams,  Thomas  H. — Commissioner  to  regulate  grants 
of  lands,  and  provide  for  sale  of  lands  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee;  report, 
W'kon,  David — (irant  to,             -             -             .  . 
Wolcott,  Oliver — Appointed  commissioner  to  settle  land 
ckims  with  Georgia,       .... 
Woodward,  Jl.  C— Presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory  of 

Michigan;  reports  on  land  titles,  .  247,  2  "4 

Letter  of,  on  French  and  British  settlements  in 

Michigan,  .....       231 

Wyandot  Indians — Possessions  of  the,  in  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory, ..... 
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Yazoo — Sales  of  lands  by  Georgia,  and  settlements  on 

the  river,  -  -  -  .  .       loO 

Yazoo  Companies — Claims  of,  and  reports  thereon,    125,   133, 

165,  172,  178,  197 

Young,  Thomas — Claim  of,  under  Georgia  Company,     -       203 

Claim  of,  under  Tennessee  Company,      •  .      204 
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Zanc,  Isaac — Confirmation  of  an  Indian  grant  to,  93,  131 

Zanesinlk — Instalments  due  for  land  in  1801,  at,  -      288 
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